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South Asian Tsunami News
· Barbados Advocate - Caribbean officials attend SIDS conference
· L'Express (Port Louis) - United Nations Meeting on SIDS : Trade and Sustainable Development
· VOA NEWS - Marine Experts Report Tsunami Damage to Thai Coral Reefs By Heda Bayron
· BBC - Debt freeze for tsunami nations
· BBC - Tsunami early warning 'next year'
· Reuters - Review of Tsunami Reef Damage to Take Months
· Xinhua - UNESCO sets 2007 to launch global tsunami warning system
· Phillipine Daily Inquirer - Indian Ocean to get tsunami warning system by next year
· UN News Service - UN hails tsunami appeal response, seeks clarification on Indonesian restrictions
· UN News Service - World's interest in small island problems and solutions must be sustained, Annan says

Other Environmental News
· Reuters - Fossil Fuel Curbs May Speed Global Warming

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA
· ROWA


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of  11 January 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 11 January 2005

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Pacifica Radio
More Recovery for Tsunami Nations
Scientists and environmentalists are following the aftermath of the tsunami that devastated Southeast Asia and killed more than 150-thousand people two weeks ago. Representatives from the United Nations Environment Program and the Nature Conservancy are concerned that the loss of mangroves and coral reefs, both already threatened by human development, may make feeding the people of nine nations tougher. And, financial recovery for a main local industry may be equally difficult.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

New Era (Windhoek)

Tara to Witness Global Warming

January 12, 2005

Posted to the web January 12, 2005

Nampa

Windhoek

TWO-MAST ship called the Tara and its crew are setting sail for Antarctica to witness at first hand the impacts of global warming and environmental change on the Earth's most southerly continent.

Tara Expeditions, which is supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), hopes to generate public interest in both the beauty and frailty of planet Earth.

UNEP's official website, www.unep.org noted that the expedition, which will sail to various areas including the northern Weddell Sea, is scheduled to take one month.

Between 2006 and 2008, the ship will spend two years adrift in the Arctic as part of the 2007 International Polar Year.

The team would be collaborating with international scientific research projects as a platform and on-site think tank in order to help better comprehend the inner workings of global warming.

Internationally renowned Brazilian photographer, Sebastião Salgado, who is nearly through his project called Genesis, would be part of the team.

Salgado intends to explore the world in order to show the purer face of nature and humanity, in an attempt to strengthen the bond between our species and the planet.

The journey is a form of planetary anthropology.

"It is also a statement being made, in order for those parts of the globe that haven't yet been contaminated to be preserved, and to avoid the term development being systematically synonymous with destruction," it highlighted.

Embarkation would take place in Ushuaia, on Argentina's southern extreme coast.

The trip includes a stopover on the island of Horn, Diego Ramirez archipelago, Marguerite Bay and then to the very rarely travelled waters near the islands of Argentina.

Tara's final destination would be Deception Island.

Relevant Links

Southern Africa

Transport and Shipping

Oceans and Rivers

Environment

Namibia

The Genesis photos are to be published in major magazines and newspapers, such as Paris Match (France), The Guardian weekend edition (UK), Visão (Portugal) and Rolling Stone (USA).

The project in its whole will be undertaken with the collaboration of UNEP, UNESCO and other institutions.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
ANSA English Media Service

January 8, 2005

HEADLINE: TSUNAMI: UNEP HEAD CALLS FOR "GREEN HELMETS" UNIT

BODY:

(ANSA) - BERLIN, January 8 - Klaus Toepfer, executive

director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), has

proposed the setting up of a special UN rapid response unit to

be deployed in cases of emergency or natural disasters such as

the devastating earthquake and unprecedented tsunamis which

swept through southeastern Asia on December 26.

The UN needs not only blue helmets but also green helmets, that

is to say a contingent which would always be ready for timely

intervention on the aftermath of natural calamities anywhere

around the world, Toepfer said in an interview for Germany's

Bild am Sonntag.

Toepfer also called upon the richest nations to commit to

participating in the creation of a global tsunami early warning

system. Such a warning system is indispensable for all world

seas, Toepfer said.

The former German Environment Minister also appealed to European

tourists not to give up holidays in Thailand and Sri Lanka in

the future stressing the fact that if now tourists disappear for

a long time, this would be a second catastrophe for these

countries. (ANSA).
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Independent on Sunday (London)

January 9, 2005, Sunday

HEADLINE: GOD AND MANGROVES; THE ALMIGHTY MAY HAVE HIS CRITICS OVER THE TSUNAMI, BUT MAN IS TO

HIGHLIGHT:

Mangroves can reduce the effects of tsumanis. Andaman islanders, below, were devastated JAYANTA SHAW/REUTERS

BODY:

God and Gaia are in the dock charged with the appalling slaughter of more than 150,000 people in the Christmas tsunami. Even the Archbishop of Canterbury has suggested that it would be natural for people to question divine beneficence in the wake of the catastrophe while others have been quick to blame the callous forces of nature.

But the Almighty and the Earth Mother, popularised by the pro-nuclear scientist James Lovelock, could be forgiven for entering a plea of mitigation. For the toll of the disaster appears to be magnified by two human failures. One is the well-publicised lack of an early-warning system for tsunamis in the Indian Ocean, which Asian leaders agreed to rectify at a one- day emergency summit in Indonesia on Thursday. The second, however, is even more important and has scarcely been mentioned at all: the wholesale and systematic destruction of the defences that nature provides against catastrophes from the sea.

In the past, the shores of the Indian Ocean have been protected from tsunamis, tidal waves and the angry seas stirred up by cyclones and typhoons by a double barrier of coral reefs and mangrove swamps.

The solid barriers of the reefs broke up and slowed down the waves while the tangled roots and dense vegetation of the mangroves absorbed much of their remaining energy. Yet both have been increasingly destroyed over the past 50 years, leaving coasts, and their people, defenceless.

Only a third of the world's coral reefs remain healthy - one-fifth of them have been destroyed completely - after onslaughts ranging from fishing with dynamite to global warming and from sewage pollution to quarrying for building material. The United Nations Environment Programme reported last week that half of the remaining reefs in the Indian Ocean are at risk.

It is the same story with the mangroves. More than half of them have been cut down in Thailand, India and other parts of South-east Asia to make way for towns, tourist resorts and shrimp farms - mainly to supply Western tables.

Preserving these would not, of course, have done anything to stop the massive earthquake that struck just off the coast of Indonesia or to prevent the development of the tsunami - any more than an early-warning system would have done. These, undoubtedly, were acts of God or nature, according to taste. But there is growing evidence that it would have spared many areas from the worst effects of the disaster, both immediately and in the future.

Reports are trickling in that areas which have kept these defences have suffered much less damage than those where they have been destroyed. One is Surin Island off the Thai coast. The island is not far from Phuket, the site of tragic scenes over the past two weeks, but only a handful of its people are known to have died. The reason, say Thai experts, is that a ring of coral still protects the island. It both broke the force of the tsunami and acted as a kind of early-warning system: people saw the waves breaking against the reefs and scrambled for safety.

Halfway across the ocean the Maldives should have been the most vulnerable of all the nations in the area. Very little of its land rises more than a couple of metres above sea level. Indeed, local reports say that the tsunami passed right over the archipelago, briefly submerging it.

But only about 100 people died on its 1,190 islands. The reports say that the waves, devastating elsewhere, passed as a relatively gentle swell. Most people were able to hold on and most of those swept out to sea were able to get back. They put this down to the healthy coral reefs still surrounding the islands which have been protected by strict regulations to preserve the tourist industry. "The waves hit the islands flat, with little force," says Ismail Firag, the Maldives' ministry of tourism's deputy director of planning and development, who has made a special study of tsunamis.

The islands have not escaped scot-free. Most of the land is polluted with salt and other areas have remained under water because the waves broke over walls erected to save them from the rising seas. But the Maldives were spared the horrific devastation that struck Sri Lanka, their neighbour.

Other reports suggest that the northern Andaman Islands and the British- owned Diego Garcia, home to a US naval base, were at least partly protected by their reefs. This comes as no surprise to Dr Doug Masson, a senior researcher at Southampton University's Oceanography Centre. As the wave hit the reefs, quickly passing from deep to shallow water, it would have been broken up with a huge dissipation of energy, he said. Coral is probably what saved the majority of people in the Maldives. The tsunami travelled forward as a broken wave and was far less deadly.

It is much the same story where mangrove forests remain intact. In the badly hit southern India region of Tamil Nadu, the areas with dense remaining mangroves in Pichavaram and Muthupet suffered much fewer casualties and much less damage than places where they have been destroyed. Similar reports are coming in from the island of Penang in Malaysia. And Burma, where much of the mangroves remain intact, appears to be far less affected than its largely denuded neighbour, Thailand.

Venkatigry Vivekandan, head of the 35,000-strong South Indian Fishermen's Federation, said: "Mangroves took the brunt of the attack. They were ravaged and uprooted but they protected their people and villages."

M S Swaminathan, one of India's leading scientists, who is heading an official committee examining developments on the country's coast, said the same: "The dense mangrove forests stood like a wall to save coastal communities living behind them."

This has happened before. In 1999 10,000 people died in a Orissa, India, when a super cyclone brought a 20ft wave crashing more than 12 miles inland. But the worst of the damage was where mangroves have been destroyed; the area around Bhitarkanika, home to one of the world's biggest forests, was largely spared. And the planting of new mangroves along 70 miles of the Vietnamese coast protected the land behind them from the worst typhoon in a decade in 2000 and the worst floods in 30 years just 18 months ago.

It is, of course, early days and the final assessment of the effectiveness of these natural barriers is far in the future. But if these early indications are borne out it suggests that world leaders should be paying even more attention to them than to a tsunami early-warning system. For though a warning could certainly save lives by giving a chance for tourists to get off the beaches and local people to head inland, it would do nothing to prevent wholesale destruction. If that is to be prevented in future disasters, the development of the coasts of the Indian and other oceans will have to be rethought.

Coral reefs and mangroves will have to be preserved and, where possible, regenerated, but the danger is that the lesson has not been learnt and the developers will move in to exploit the newly devastated land, creating even more vulnerable areas. If so, we will have even less reason to blame the effects of a similar catastrophe on Gaia or God.

LOAD-DATE: January 9, 2005

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

Small island environmental vulnerability index launched

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-12 21:42:25

    PORT LOUIS, Jan. 12 (Xinhuanet) -- The Environmental VulnerabilityIndex (EVI) focusing on the natural environment as the life-support system for human welfare and development was launched by international organizations and some countries here on Wednesday.

    The EVI was launched by the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission, United nations Environment Program, New Zealand, Norway, Ireland, Italy, Small Island Developing States and other collaborating countries and institutions on the sideline of the ongoing UN conference on the future of small island countries.

    Russell Howorth from the commission said that this initiative was a response to the call made in the Barbados Program of Action for the sustainable development of small island to develop an index that incorporate both ecological fragility and economic vulnerability.

    Its purpose was to enable small island nations to better understand their vulnerabilities and move toward more sustainable development.

    The EVI captures the environmental aspects of vulnerability of small island countries, and will complement economic and social vulnerability indices for a complete measure of vulnerability.

    More than 2,000 participants, including some 20 heads of statesfrom island nations, their traditional donors and other countries attended the conference. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan arrived in Mauritius late Monday and is scheduled to address the meeting on Thursday. Enditem

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Peoples Daily

Rogge visits Nature and Sports Camps of Sadili Oval in Nairobi 
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Jacques Rogge, president of the International Olympic Committee, kicks off a football during his visit to the Nature and Sports Camps of Sadili Oval in Nairobi, Kenya, Jan. 12, 2005. The camps imbursed by United Nations Environment Program and Global Sports Alliance was built in 1986.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Africa News

January 12, 2005 Wednesday

HEADLINE: PanAfrica;IOC President Encourages African Countries to Bid for Future Olympic Games


BODY:
International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Jacques Rogge yesterday encouraged African countries to bid for the Olympic Games.

He said South Africa's successful bid to host the 2010 soccer World Cup was an indication the continent was moving in the right direction and said it should strive to host more international events.

"It is always my dear hope that Africa can stage the Olympic Games in future," he said at the offices of German agency for development (GTZ) after presenting sports equipment worth Sh4 million to the Kakuma Refugee Camp as part of the IOC's social responsibility activities across the globe. 

"At the moment, no African country has put in a bid but I sincerely hope and wish that they come forward in the not too distant future to stage this prestigious event," Rogge said .

"I am happy that the Fifa World Cup will be staged in South Africa in 2010. The continent can focus on this huge assignment first then make a move to host the Summer Games in future."

The South African city of Cape Town put in a strong bid for last year's summer Olympics but were edged out by Athens.

Technical assistance

Rogge, a former Olympic rowing champion, said the IOC is aware of the poverty levels in Africa and has assisted the continent financially more than the other continents.

The Olympics committee gives out $220 million (Sh17.6 billion) annually to all national Olympic committees, Kenya included, for direct development of the athletes, coaches, administrators and medical personnel.

The Olympic Solidarity Movement independently offers technical and material assistance to deserving nations.

Rogge said he was happy with the fight against performance enhancing substances which are harmful to the athletes and the image of the Olympic movement and was happy that Kenya was playing a leading role in this war.

This is despite the fact that a Kenyan, David Munyasia, had the unenviable tag of being the first victim of dope-related expulsions from the Athens Olympics last August.

"Kenya plays a very important role in the Olympic movement," he said.

"Your athletes had a very good medal tally of seven in Athens Olympics and, of course, your supremacy in running events is still there.

"Kenya is also playing an important role in administration through the presence of Kipchoge Keino which is contributing in a major way to the Olympic movement."

The president arrived on Monday night to a low key reception by a handful of Nock officials and government luminaries.

No active or retired athletes were present.

He also held talks with the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) director Klaus Toepfer at the Unep's Gigiri headquarters and met with sports minister Achillo Ayacko.

He will today open the new Nock headquarters and tour the Sadili Oval in Langata. Tomorrow, he will visit the Lake Nakuru National Park and proceed to the IOC/IAAF High Performance Centre in Eldoret.

Rogge, the second IOC president to visit Kenya after Juan Antonio Samaranch in 2001, returns to Europe on Friday night.

LOAD-DATE: January 11, 2005
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Nepal Times

Nepal becomes ozone friendly
Smugglers along the Indo-Nepal border trading in illegal CFCs could jeopardise Nepal’s obligations to protect the ozone layer
NARESH NEWAR
Nepal is one of the 188 countries in the world that have signed and ratified the Montreal Protocol to phase out chemicals that harm the earth’s ozone layer. But unscrupulous traders have been using Nepal as a trans-shipment point to smuggle these chemicals to India and we are in danger of being put on the non-compliance list.

Not only has this besmirched Nepal’s international reputation but Nepali officials have found it difficult to convince the United Nations that it intends to adhere to its treaty commitment to phase out ozone-depleting chemicals by 2010.

It all began in 2001 when Birganj customs seized an illegal shipment of 74 tons of India-bound CFCs, the chemicals used in old model refrigeration units that are banned under the Montreal Protocol because they harm the ozone layer. The government expected to be congratulated on having made the seizure, instead it was blacklisted as a conduit for smuggled ozone-depleting chemicals. 

The Montreal Protocol is one of the few international treaties that has been successful in stopping a global environmental threat. 
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SR Joshi with seized contrabands.


Under it, developed countries agreed to phase out production and consumption of CFCs and other substances, while Third World countries were given time to switch to ozone-friendly chemicals.

All consumption and production will be banned after 2040, but even in the past 15 years scientists have noted that the hole in stratospheric ozone layer over the South Pole has stopped growing. It is expected that by the middle of this century the ozone hole will have repaired itself. Ozone depletion destroys the earth’s natural filter against harmful ultra-violet radition that leads to an increase in the incidence of cancers.

Nepal’s consumption of CFCs is very low and the smuggled chemicals were all bound for India through Nepali re-exporters who used the open border. But the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is very strict about compliance and monitors smuggling regularly. 

India’s demand for CFCs and HCFCs is 40,000 tons a year and it consumes up to 40 percent of the total global production of ozone depleting chemicals and imports it from licensed manufacturers in Europe. “The illegal trade in ozone-depleting substances if left unchecked could undermine global efforts to phase out these chemicals,” says UNEP’s Bangkok-based regional director for the Asia-Pacific, Surendra Shrestha. 

It took almost three years for Nepali delegations at international ozone conferences to convince the Montreal Protocol secretariat that the impounded shipment in Birganj were brought illegally into Nepal to be smuggled to India and the government hadn’t issued any import licence.

“Nepal has always complied with the Montreal Protocol since the beginning but the secretariat has been hassling us because of that illegal consignment,” explains Sita Ram Joshi, national ozone officer at National Bureau of Standards and Metrology (NBSM). The bureau hosts Nepal’s National Ozone Committee to coordinate the kingdom’s phase-out targets.

In 2000 when the government was planning to introduce the Ozone Depleting Substances Consumption (Control) Rules, which would make it manadatory for importers to obtain a license, there was immense pressure from traders. When the ministry refused, the companies filed a case in the CIAA alleging the government officials of corruption.

Thinking that the government would move at snail pace to implement the policy, seven companies–Jyoti Overseas Traders, Heritage International, Parmita Trading, Jai Sai Baba Marigold Traders, Binayak International, Krishna Nepal Trading and Samiksha Enterprises–went ahead and imported 74 tons of CFCs without the government’s permission. Environmental investigators went undercover in Nepal and exposed the smuggling with articles and photographs in international journals, which was deeply embarrassing to the country (Read The Nepal connection).

The seizure took place just after the annual Montreal Protocol ministerial level meeting in Colombo in 2000 when P L Singh was environment minister. After his return, he ordered the seizure of any CFCs imported without licence. 

The issue of what to do with the seized chemicals has also vexed Nepal’s position vis-à-vis the Montreal Protocol secretariat. The cylinders with the chemicals are still in warehouses in Birganj, and this has been verified by UN inspectors. But following a decision by the protocol secretariat, Nepal will be allowed to release the seized amount without exceeding the country’s permitted consumption: 27 tons of CFCs per year. 

At a Montreal Protocol compliance conference in Prague in November, Nepal reiterated its commitment to an action plan to phase-out this annual consumption by 2010. “We put up a big fight, and asked on what grounds we were being put on the non-compliant list when we were being serious about the phase-out,” says Joshi who attended the meeting. 

Still not convinced, the protocol secretariat hired an international consultant and sent him to Nepal for inspection. Following his recommendations, the secretariat finally agreed last month to amend its decision and called for removal of any reference to non-compliance by Nepal.

The secretariat has also put on record that other countries could learn from Nepal’s transparency in declaring seized ozone-depleting substances and commended Nepal for its phase-out plan.

“Decision on Nepal to be regarded as setting a precedent for other countries in similar situations,” says the Meeting of Parties on 26 November. Even so, Indian environmentalists have not stopped citing smuggling of CFCs through Nepal as a big threat to India. Says Joshi: “If the CFCs are exported from Nepal, which actually is not true, the Indian customs shares the blame for allowing illegal trade across the border.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________

GamesBids
Beijing 2008 To Be “The Greenest” Says UNEP
Posted 12:06 pm ET (GamesBids.com)
The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is working with China to ensure that the Beijing 2008 Summer Olympic Games will be remembered as the greenest Olympics, UNEP’s deputy executive director Shafqat Kakakhel told Xinhua. 
Kakakhel, who is also United Nations assistant secretary-general, met with International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Jacques Rogge and said, “I mentioned to Mr. Rogge that we have had contacts with the Chinese authorities…I told him that the Chinese authorities are committed to ensuring the Games are organized in an environmentally friendly manner.
“I expressed the hope that the three of us, the IOC, UNEP and the Chinese authorities, work in an important alliance as regards to environment”. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Science Dev

Tsunami highlights threats to small island states 
Kimani Chege

10 January 2005

Source: SciDev.Net

[NAIROIBI] Discussions on how to implement a tsunami warning system in the Indian Ocean are expected to dominate talks at the United Nations Conference on Small Islands, opening today (10 January) in Mauritius.

In preparation for the meeting, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) last week (6 January) released reports on so-called small island developing states. The reports, written before last month's tsunami, highlight the vulnerability of small islands and other low-lying coastal areas to natural disasters such as tidal waves.

Efforts to reduce that threat were given fresh impetus last week, when world leaders at a summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, agreed to set up a warning system. However, specific details of how the system will be set up and funded have yet to be agreed (see Nations agree to set up tsunami alert system).

The Mauritius conference was initially intended to follow up on an action plan for the sustainable development of small islands that was drawn up in Barbados in 1994. Key issues to be discussed included the islands' vulnerability to climate change. Other threats to small islands identified in the UNEP reports include over-fishing, pollution from ships, and freshwater shortages.

But after the recent tsunami, which devastated small islands in the Indian Ocean including the Maldives, and Andaman and Nicobar islands, talks are now set to focus on efforts to prepare for and reduce the threats of natural disasters. 

An early warning system such as that in the Pacific Ocean could have helped to save lives by monitoring changes in the ocean and warning the public of any threat detected. According to UNEP, until such a system is in place, countries in the Indian Ocean remain at risk from tsunamis.

UNEP officials said in a press conference in Nairobi on 6 January that the meeting in Mauritius would present an opportunity to further discuss the planned alert system.

They revealed that after the tsunami, the Asian Development Bank had offered to fund studies into the implementation of an alert system in collaboration with UNEP, and that the Maldives has formally requested assistance from UNEP to set up a system.

In a press release launching the reports on small islands, UNEP's executive director, Klaus Toepfer, stressed the urgency of early warning systems, adding that the cost would be high "but not as high as the suffering of the people affected and the economies of the nations concerned".

According to UNEP spokesperson Eric Falt, the UN body has yet to come up with a clear picture of the tsunami's environmental impacts but will soon be using geographic information systems (GIS) and other remote sensing techniques to assess the extent of the damage. 

He said that mangrove forests and coral reefs were important natural barriers to the tsunamis but that most of them have been destroyed in the small island states due to increased human activity (see Mangrove forests 'can reduce impact of tsunamis').

Falt added that climate change is an additional threat to small islands because of rising sea levels. He said most of the island nations in the Indian Ocean are party to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and are keen for the Kyoto Protocol to come into force. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

Green envoys galvanized to action

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-12 14:37:51

    BEIJING, Jan. 12 -- Lessons learnt by a group of university undergraduates who joined an international symposium in Germany have been the inspiration behind a raft of environmental projects.

    Organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and pharmaceutical giant Bayer, the gathering brought together 80 young people - environmental envoys - from 11 nations.

    And the knowledge and understanding they gained from the programme will be put to invaluable use during the upcoming Spring Festival holidays.

    Among the planned environmental protection schemes are the giving of lectures to the elderly in communities back in their hometowns, volunteer work with local environmental agencies and conducting environmental appraisals on local rivers.

    Aside from the six Chinese envoys, most of the other participants were from developing countries in the Asia-Pacific.

    In his presentation to the young environmental activists, Surendra Shrestha, regional director and representative of UNEP Asia Pacific said it is imperative to spread "knowledge and awareness of environment protection" within each community.

    What most attracted them to apply to join the programme, as Bayer board member in charge of innovation, technology and environment, Udo Oels, explains is: "The programme will enhance their knowledge of the environment and help involve more young people around the world in environmental matters."

    Thereafter, they will "play a role in promoting common responsibility for the environment by spreading the idea of environmental protection in their home countries," said Oels.

    China's envoys, students from Tsinghua, North Jiaotong, Nankai, Fudan, Zhejiang universities and East China University of Politics and Law, were selected from more than 200 mainland applicants.

    Wang Lei, who chairs the Green Group, Nankai University's Environmental Protection Association was one of the six.

    During the tightly scheduled week-long visit last November Wang Lei and his colleagues listened to a dozen presentations and lectures from officials of UNEP and Bayer, engineers, experts, and representatives from local municipal and state environmental departments.

    They visited a number of Bayer's waste treatment facilities, a couple of institutes of crop science, a municipal waste management site and the river Rhine's water quality control laboratory boat.

    During the visits, the young envoys quizzed experts and employees on a range of topics, from how to leverage company profit-making and care for the environment to air pollution control.

    They also had valuable exchanges with envoys from the other countries.

    One project initiated by Wang Lei and taken up by his university involving bird protection was the subject of a power-point display and discussion.

    Active participation

    Each of the six Chinese envoys has his or her own particular stories to tell on environmental protection.

    Annette Wiedenbach, a Bayer communications staffer and a member of the selection panel explained to China Daily that envoys are chosen after evaluation of their previous participation in environment protection and determination to impact the environment through their activities.

    Wang Lei's group has been involved in environmental projects on campus and in his home city of Tianjin.

    His interest in environmental protection was first aroused when he read about the plight of the Tibetan antelope.

    "I attended several societies when I first went to the college, and gradually found environment protection is a high priority and a big concern for me."

    Wang's commitment and enthusiasm led to his being chosen to chair the Green Group when he was in his second year of college.

    He spends almost all of his spare time promoting and organizing activities related to environmental protection.

    "We have activities almost every week, such as garbage collecting, tree-planting, lectures and promotion of environmental issues. Sometimes, we organize activities and give lectures in communities," he said.

    The group is well known among environmental groups in Tianjin universities for its successful organization of several large scale projects.

    Although innately shy, Wang's passion for environmental issues has emboldened him.

    He once went to Beijing to try and win sponsorship from a US foundation.

    After long and exhausted conversations he finally persuade officials to come up with the necessary funding for a bird protection scheme.

    That success spurred him on and on the train back to Tianjin, he became convinced he could make a real difference.

    "The number of our members is growing. Now we have about 200 members, many of them were newly recruited at the beginning of the term. I know quite a number of them might quit at the end, but at least we have affected them in various ways," he said.

    Unlike Wang's persistence, another envoy Dong Xiaotong gave up her volunteer work in environment protection, which dated back as early as her junior middle school, after she started graduate studies in International Relations at Fudan University last year.

    Dong is currently focusing on incorporating environmental issues into her field of study.

    "International Relations are not only about politics. The environment is also one subject of the study, though minor, and I will be more engaged in this field."

    Caring for the environment

    "I was first influenced by an enthusiastic teacher," explained Dong, whose old school in Shanghai had a tradition of nurturing environment awareness among pupils.

    In senior high school, she initiated a project to find what amount of duckweed is needed to help maintain good water quality in a park lake, it earned her first prize in a national contest.

    Dong was an active environmental volunteer during her first four years at university.

    She beat 50 other students from her department to secure a place on the UNEP young envoy programme.

    Yu Kuai, studying environmental engineering at Beijing's Tsinghua University, is an active social worker on her campus. Among her many titles is board member of the environmental association.

    She jointly launched a project to reduce the number of plastic bags used by on-campus supermarkets with the slogan of "Green U, Green Life."

    It called for thousands of students to use fewer plastic bags or stop using them altogether when shopping.

    Instead students are encouraged to put small items into their schoolbags or bring their own shopping bags.

    "We provide a certain amount of cotton bags to supermarkets as alternatives. Those cotton bags can be collected in certain places and cleaned for recycling," said Yu.

    It was not only inspiration the six gained from their brief time in Germany.

    It made them even more aware of the daunting task that faces not only nations, but the world.

    But it will take more than just a few committed activists to bring about real change.

    Environmental protection in the country needs the concerted efforts of the whole society, said Wang.

    But each individual can affect those around him, a ripple that touches others, who in turn create their own.

    "I will influence people around to care more about the environment, but legislation and enforcement is absolutely crucial for protecting nature," said Dong.

    Although she and her fellow envoys discussed the best way to balance economic development with environment protection on their way home to China, they struggled for an answer.

    "Public education on the environment is important, but urging higher government departments to take measures might be more compelling," she concluded.

    Back in his dormitory Wang has a tangible reminder of some of the answers and questions he learnt in Germany.

    It is a 20-inch high iron glass lantern.

    He "rescued" the beautiful item during a visit to a rubbish dump in Leverkusen. Its former owner was about to throw it away.

    "Waste is raw material placed at wrong places," said Wang quoting Ulrich Bornewasser from Bayer industry services.
___________________________________________________________________________________________   
Barbados Advocate

Caribbean officials attend SIDS conference

Web Posted - Wed Jan 12 2005
Several high-level Caribbean officials are currently in Port Louis, Mauritius, to participate in the week-long International Meeting to review the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 

Among the delegates is Prime Minister of Barbados, Owen Arthur as well as Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, Denzil Douglas; Secretary-General of CARICOM, Edwin Carrington; Vice Chancellor of the University of the West Indies (UWI), Professor Nigel Harris; and Director-General of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, Dr. Len Ishmael. 

They join UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, and about 20 other heads of state, 35 cabinet ministers and the heads of several UN agencies at the meeting. 

During the meeting, under the theme 
Small Islands, Big Stakes
, the Caribbean will attempt to secure greater commitment and more funding for programmes in sustainable development and related areas including disaster mitigation - especially the setting up of early warning systems, vulnerability reduction, resistance building, trade adjustment, energy, tourism, and culture. There is consensus that the implementation of the Barbados Programme, which was written in 1994, has been slow, delayed in part by a lack of financial resources. 

However, Officer-in-Charge of the Trinidad-based United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Rudolph Buitelaar, noted that despite financial constraints, the SIDS of the Caribbean had managed to accomplish much in the last ten years, mainly using their own resources. He said that Caribbean SIDS have acquired an enhanced understanding of the sustainable development process and have established a range of institutions and management policies. Buitelaar cited environmental management authorities, national bio-diversity strategies and action plans in addition to laws that have been enacted which recognise the complexities of integrating environmental concerns into the development process. 

The SIDS are also pressing for the inclusion of issues such as culture, trade, HIV/AIDS, and security concerns 
 items they hope to discuss with representatives of large countries and international donor organisations during the meeting. 

A technical team from CARICOM is also participating in the meeting, this includes Vice Chancellor Emeritus of UWI, Professor Rex Nettleford, former Assistant Secretary-General of CARICOM, Byron Blake, and Executive Director of the Caribbean Environmental Health Institute, Vincent Sweeney. During the first day of the meeting, the Bahamas, Barbados, and Belize were elected as Vice Presidents of the meeting from the Latin America and Caribbean group of countries. In addition, Barbados
 Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador Christopher Hackett, was elected Rapporteur-General of the meeting.t 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
L'Express (Port Louis)

United Nations Meeting on SIDS : Trade and Sustainable Development

OPINION

January 12, 2005

Posted to the web January 12, 2005

Globalisation and trade liberalisation will be among the most important issues raised during the SIDS meeting. Developed countries are most likely to oppose the inclusion of such an issue.

Participants in the SIDS meeting should not reject outright any notion of integration into the economy.

For a YEAR IN REVIEW excerpt from the Africa 2005 guidebook, click here.

(Adobe Acrobat).

To buy the book, click here.

One of the most contentious issues which will be raised during the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) meeting in Pailles concerns Paragraph XIII of the Draft Strategy which deals with globalisation and trade liberalisation. Developed countries are most likely to oppose even the inclusion of such an issue in the SIDS debate, claiming that this is not the appropriate forum. In any case without prejudging what will happen, we wish to share the following with readers of l'Express Economie.

The notion of sustainable development takes a special connotation when applied to SIDS because it is generally agreed that beyond differences in national resource base, population levels and economic and political structures SIDS do share a common basic necessity - that of defining development policies which do not sacrifice environmental integrity to SHORT TERM economic growth.

It is important to emphasise the words SHORT TERM because it remains a fundamental tenet of developing countries that there is no insurmountable contradiction between growth and environmentally sound development policies. They are certainly not mutually exclusive.

In this connection the following quote from Upali Wickramasinghe regarding the definition of SUSTAINABILITY can prove to be very useful.

"Sustainability is the ability of countries to maintain sufficiently high growth rates over a long period of time enabling them to emerge out of poverty without affecting their environment beyond its regenerative capacity."

It can be suggested that operationalising this concept of sustainability may be the closest we can come to a workable notion of development for SIDS.

Whereas SIDS are part of the developing world and as such, share most of the constraints imposed by the perpetuation of the colonial pact, it is now gene-rally agreed that they are also distinguishable to the extent that SIDS share a certain number of characteristics which are :

-Limited Resource bases

- Remoteness from markets

- Poor infrastructure

- Lack of capital investments, resources and appropriate labour skills

- Proneness to national disasters

It is the sum of most of these constraints if not all of them in many cases which constitute the VULNERABILITY OF SIDS and herein lies their entitlement to claim for special and differential treatment in a globalising and li-beralising world. Without these, the search for what is described as a more level playing field will ac-tually prove to be even more inequitable to them. Combating such vulnerability lies at the heart of any sound development policy for SIDS and any commitments taken by them in multilateral trade negotiations need to be subordinated to the imperatives of such development policies.

Thus the positions taken by Small Island Developing States and the alliances they strike at multilateral trade negotiations must be guided by the need to create RESILIENCE in their fragile economies.

Integrate global economy

The DOHA Development Round of multilateral trade negotiations are arguably one of the most potent expression of globalisation and it is a cliche to state that much of the future of the global economy will depend on their outcome. These multilateral trade negotiations are also a concentration of the fundamental contradictions which oppose the developing world to the developed countries.

As far as SIDS are concerned and to the extent that they have willy nilly agreed to engage in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) process the most important outcome of the DOHA DEVELOPMENT ROUND is that it will dictate the pace at which countries will integrate the global economy. The most desi-rable outcome will be attained when the terms (essentially but not only the length of the transition periods) of such integration corresponds to and reflects the existing level of development in the said countries.

Timing and sequencing will be of the essence. Ironically enough the best illustration of how timing and sequencing are important components of integration into the global economy is provided by the process of phasing out of the Multi Fiber Agreement which has happened on 1st January 2005 after nearly fifty years of hard negotiations. The developed countries have provided the best illustration of how openness should be adjusted with the capacity of countries to absorb its effects without disrupting their social fabric. This is a lesson which developing countries in general but SIDS in particular cannot afford to ignore.

The critical question concerning trade negotiations remains "how can development be taken as a basic framework for evaluating trade liberalisation principles?"

Recognising, as we have insisted before, that growth is a necessary condition for sustained reduction of poverty, what is the link between trade and growth? And following from that recogni-sing that growth is by no means a sufficient condition for poverty reduction what is the relationship between trade and income distribution (poverty reduction)?

The experience of South East Asia, although the subject of much debate, is often cited as a case in point to show that "integration into the global economy" is growth inducing and it is fair to say that the bulk of the empirical li-terature leads to the same conclusion. These countries, however, were far from being the models of free market economies that some would have us believe. The supportive role of the state as a contributory factor in their success has finally been recognized even in studies carried out by the World Bank. This opens up the fundamental issue of POLICY space for countries to define their terms of engagement in the global integration process and the level of institution and capacity building required by them if they are to take real advantage of such integration.

Defining the engagement of SIDS

The "behind the border" agenda is an essential prerequisite to complement liberalisation and reform at the border with supportive policies at the national and sectoral levels. This is manifest in two areas. One is the imperative for countries to design and implement standards systems, institutions and physical infrastructure that support openness to cross border trade (supply side capacity building).

The other is the growing importance of services in growth. Efficient services be the telecoms, financial services or trade logistics are necessary for countries to get on a sustainable growth path. This, as recent experience has proven, is even more relevant for SIDS, which are generally resource constrained and where smallness dictates, as we have mentioned earlier, the adoption of environmentally sound economic options. Recent development in information and telecommunications technologies are pregnant with opportunities for SIDS to at least partially over come their geographical remoteness while building on their competitive advantages of pollution free and attractive living environment.

Saying that participation in world trade is good for a country is like saying that upgrading technological capabilities is good for growth. The relevant question for policy makers is not whether trade per se is good or bad but what the correct sequencing policies is and how much priority deep integration into the global economy should receive in the reform process. This is a view that needs to be vigorously opposed to the sort of mantra which would lead us to believe that openness to trade will automatically lead to growth.

Relevant Links

East Africa

Mauritius

Trade

Sustainable Development

In conclusion, it would be fair to state that the best option for SIDS is not to reject outright any notion of integration into the global economy. Such integration, if based primarily on the identified needs of development oriented policies can be beneficial to them. Preparing the economy and providing it with the tools necessary to allow a beneficial integration will need a radical transformation in mindset as well as structures of SIDS. The proper sequencing of action is to start with capacity building and institutional strengthening keeping in view the need for a socially acceptable transition period which will take account of the inevitable losers in the process.

It is hoped that the Mauritius declaration which will come out of the present SIDS Conference at Pailles will define the rules of engagement of SIDS in the multilateral trade negotiations so as to contribute to make the DOHA round a truly development oriented exercise.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

VOA NEWS

Marine Experts Report Tsunami Damage to Thai Coral Reefs By Heda Bayron 
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Flowers left on Thailand beach in honor of tsunami victims

Tens of thousands of tourists from around the world visit Thailand's famous dive sites each year. But marine experts say the killer tsunami two weeks ago has temporarily damaged some of the area's picture perfect coral reefs. 

Scuba divers have been scouring the depths of the Andaman Sea, in some of Thailand's favorite dive spots. They are clearing away debris littering the seabed - all carried by the killer tsunami two weeks ago.

Charoen Nitithamyong, a marine biologist at Thailand's Chulalongkorn University, explains how debris - such as furniture and vehicles - dragged off land by the giant waves caused the damage. 

"Coral is an animal but they have algae living inside the coral and those algae need the light to photosynthesize," he explained. "So when the corals are covered by these things the coral couldn't survive."

The Thai government says its initial assessment shows overall about five percent of coral reefs have been harmed. The damage is most extensive around South Patong Beach - with 20 percent devastation - and Koh Pai and Rana Bay off Phi Phi Island, which lost almost half the reef.

Ukkrit Satatoomin, of the Phuket Marine Biological Center, says the situation is not that bad given the catastrophe. 

"I think the effect of the tsunami to coral is very minor. The damage is restricted only to specific sites in Phuket," he said. "But the major reef areas are still in good condition, some places have been untouched by the tsunami."

The United Nations has sent some equipment to help divers clean up the Andaman Sea. Mr. Ukkrit is optimistic. 

"Coral can heal itself. Even the coral that get damaged like breaking off or even turned over, some parts of it is still alive. I'm sure within three or five years that we can see the coral in good condition again," he said.

Elsewhere in Asia, Indian marine experts are also examining marine life off the coast of Kerala, which was also hit by the tsunami. It is feared that the killer waves may have killed or displaced rare sea turtles in the Indian Ocean.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Debt freeze for tsunami nations 
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A debt freeze will help affected countries rebuild after the disaster


The Paris Club of rich creditor nations has offered to freeze debts owed to them by tsunami-hit countries. 
The offer is immediate and without conditions. But so far only Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the Seychelles have signalled that they will take it up. 
But other affected countries have indicated that they will not, to avoid being regarded as credit risks. 
Wednesday's announcement by the Paris Club follows an initiative from the G-7 group of developed nations. 
The move had been agreed "in order to allow these countries to dedicate all available resources to address humanitarian and reconstruction needs", the Paris Club said in a statement. 
Member countries are owed about $5bn this year in debt repayments by nations affected by the Indian Ocean tsunami. 
Hidden costs? 
Some development lobby groups, including UK aid agencies Oxfam and Action Aid, had urged the Paris Club to write off the debt altogether and not just defer the payments. 
Oxfam said the Paris Club had failed to "take the bold steps needed on debt". 
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	Total external debt 
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Indonesia $132.2bn 

India $104.4bn 

Thailand $59.2bn 

Malaysia $48.6bn 

Sri Lanka $9.6bn 

Somalia $2.7bn 

Seychelles $560m 

Maldives $270m 

Source: World Bank 
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Will debt relief make a difference? 
At a glance: countries hit 
Q&A: The burden of debt 


The Paris Club is made up of creditor nations including the UK, France, Germany, Japan, Russia and the US, and meets about 10 times a year to discuss debts owed to them. 
Not every nation is willing to accept a suspension of repayments, however, either because their level of indebtedness is low or because they are concerned about the effect on their credit rating. 
Putting off payments may lower a country's rating, making it more expensive and more difficult for them to borrow money in the future, analysts said. 
Thailand is one of the countries that has indicated it prefers to keep up with its payments. India also has said it will rely on its own resources rather than international aid. 
Meanwhile, Indonesia, one of the world's most indebted countries and the worst hit by the tsunami, has called for greater help. 
Heavier burden 
The Paris Club meeting came after Jan Egeland, the United Nations official co-ordinating tsunami aid, said donor countries had promised $717m over the next six months to help the survivors. 
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We're seeing humanity at its very best in the beginning of 2005 

Jan Egeland
UN relief co-ordinator 
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How aid is delivered 
Problems of delivery 
Diary: Aiding Sumatra 


The G7 leading industrialised nations, currently chaired by UK finance minister Gordon Brown, had already backed a freeze on repayments. 
Economists have warned that any debt relief must be structured carefully to avoid creating a heavier burden in the long-term. Wednesday's deal falls a long way short of this, involving only a deferment. 
A write-off was not thought to be under consideration even though the $5bn owing for 2005 would be, in purely financial terms, insignificant for the rich creditor nations. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Tsunami early warning 'next year' 
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Funding is expected to come from donor nations


A tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean could be up and running by the middle of next year, Unesco head Koichiro Matsuura has said. 
The head of the UN's cultural and scientific agency said a $30m system could be in place by June 2006, with a global one to follow a year later. 
A warning system might have prevented many thousands of deaths in India and Sri Lanka in the 26 December tsunami. 
Such a system already exists for the Pacific Ocean region. 
Seismologists knew almost immediately about the earthquake off Indonesia which triggered the tsunami, but there was no way of relaying that information to people in the region. 
Mr Matsuura was speaking in Mauritius at a conference on challenges facing small island states. 
The conference opened on Monday with calls to set up a system to help the world's most vulnerable low-lying states cope with natural disasters. 
The calls came as the Indian-administered Andaman Islands, which were hit by the tsunami, continued to be hit by high tides, forcing inhabitants to stay on higher ground. 
Officials say the 9.0 magnitude earthquake which caused last month's massive wave surges may have changed the islands' geography, making some areas more vulnerable to flooding. 
Need for education 
The BBC's Elizabeth Blunt in Mauritius says it will be possible to put a system into operation by next year because warnings can be disseminated by an already-existing meteorological network, which sends out cyclone and other severe weather warnings. 
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It's peanuts compared to what happened - we learned this in a very costly way 

Koichiro Matsuura, head of Unesco 


The main expense would be the cost of a number of deep water measuring devices on the ocean floor, which would relay wave movements to surface buoys and then to a satellite. 
That information, and data from an extended network of tide gauges, would be collated at a new Indian Ocean tsunami centre. 
When they get the warnings it will then be up to each individual country to take appropriate action. 
People also have to be educated on how to respond to warnings, a process which Mr Matsuura said would take much longer to implement than the technology. 
But he said $30m was a small price to pay. 
"It's peanuts compared to what happened," he said. "We learned this in a very costly way." 
Unesco is expected to give the new system the go-ahead in June this year. 
Our correspondent says the final phase of the conference will include a discussion of world trade agreements, which are threatening the special treatment that small island nations used to count on for their agricultural exports. 
There is also likely to be trouble over the perpetually difficult question of climate change, she says. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters
Review of Tsunami Reef Damage to Take Months
MAURITIUS: January 13, 2005

PORT LOUIS - Scientists will not know for months how much damage the Indian Ocean tsunami caused to coral reefs, a crucial barrier against heavy seas and valuable tourist attraction, a reef conservation group said on Wednesday. 

The Dec. 26 wave that killed at least 156,000 also devastated coastlines, damaging reefs that are a draw to snorkelers and divers, and a source of food and livelihood for many coastal communities. 
"Scientists around the world are currently trying to collect data to get an idea of the amount of damage caused to reefs and we think that it will take at least two months before a general assessment is made," Kristian Teleki, managing director of the International Coral Reef Action Network, told Reuters in an interview. 

Teleki said reefs may have broken in areas close to the undersea quake's epicentre, but said the more likely causes of damage were pollution and deadly bleaching by the sun as coastal waters were sucked far out to sea during the tsunami. 

"We already know that a massive amount of debris has been caught up in the reefs, having been swept up from the land by the rushing wall of water," said Teleki. 

Decomposing bodies, rubble and trees are just some of the things caught in the reefs, he said. 

"It will take a massive international effort to remove this," he said, speaking on the sidelines of a United Nations conference on small island problems. 


TAKE MORE CARE OF REEFS 

One challenge is protecting the health and natural beauty of the fragile reefs, which can easily be damaged or destroyed. 

Coastal land development, careless tourism practices, over-fishing and rising water temperatures through climate change are the biggest threats, environmentalists say. 

According to the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network, 20 percent of the world's coral reefs have been destroyed and show no prospect of recovery. 

Many poor coastal communities struggle to balance the need for tourism money with conservation. 

The World Wildlife Fund estimates reefs provide $30 billion annually in goods and services worldwide. Besides generating tourism jobs, the fish-rich reefs also bring food and jobs to coastal residents. 

But the tsunami has also highlighted the fact that reefs, along with coastal mangroves, serve as strong barriers against an angry sea. Some scientists believe they offer more protection from waves than man-made barriers. 

That should persuade more governments to take more care of reefs, Teleki said. 

"Of course, coral reefs will not stop a tsunami but if they are protected and healthy, they can certainly lessen the impact of a tsunami as they absorb the force of energy of the wave," he said. 


Story by Nita Bhalla 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UNESCO sets 2007 to launch global tsunami warning system

www.chinaview.cn 2005-01-13 01:56:50

by Wang Fengfeng, Chen Ming

    PORT LOUIS, Jan. 12 (Xinhuanet) -- No one has an idea how many lives could be saved if there was a global system to warn the people across the Indian Ocean of surging tidal waves less than three weeks ago. Such heavy loss of human lives in such a manner is not likely to happen again after 2007, set by UNESCO to launch a widely talked about global tsunami early warning system.

    A global tsunami early warning system could be in place by June,2007, and such a regional system for the Indian Ocean, costing some 30 million US dollars could be ready one year earlier, Koichiro Matsuura, director general of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), said Wednesday in a press conference on the sidelines of a small island meeting in Indian Ocean island of Mauritius.

    "If all goes well, an initial system for the Indian Ocean (hit hard by a devastating tsunami) could be in place by June, 2006," Matsuura said, noting the global system of tsunami early warning can be operational "a year later, if all goes well."

    UNESCO announced Tuesday it is to team up with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to set up a global watch-out system for tsunamis in Mauritius, where the small island developing states are convening to ponder on the future of their fragile economy and ecosystem, and even their very existence after the devastating tsunami that killed over 150,000 people across the Indian Ocean barely two weeks ago.

    The devastating tsunami, triggered by a huge underground earthquake off Indonesia's Sumatra Island, swept through the Indian Ocean, leaving a trail of destruction from Thailand to Somalia. It also puts urgency to the UN International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, as such disasters challenge the very existence of the small islands.

    Matsuura said the Indian Ocean system is to cost approximately 30 million dollars, "excluding maintenance."

    Admitting the amount is "peanut" comparing to the damage of the tsunami, Matsuura said when UNESCO proposed the global early warning system years ago, "concerned governments didn't act ... donor didn't act." And the world learnt the lesson in a "very costly way."

    According to the UN agency, the global warning system "goes far beyond the installation of seismic equipment to measure and pinpoint earthquakes."

    Experts at monitoring sites as far away as Hawaii and Vienna knew immediately after the earthquake took place off the coast of Sumatra on December 26, triggering the devastating tsunami in Indian Ocean.

    However, the missing link in the global chain of such network is the "communication networks, public awareness and national disaster planning that are essential to alert population quickly, to teach people what they can do to help themselves, to rapidly evacuate threatened areas and to look after the immediate needs of the wounded or displaced," Matsuura said.

    No warning system was there to alert the Indian Ocean countries and allow them to take actions, even though scientist elsewhere knew about the tsunami, resulting in huge losses.

    Matsuura said the system in Indian Ocean is to copy the successful model of the tsunami warning system in Pacific Ocean, set up by UNESCO some 40 years ago, and regional centers are to be established, but they "haven't identified" a country to host the Indian Ocean headquarters as yet.

    The UN official said below the regional network, every country is to set up its national strategy and a national system of early warning.

    He said he must ask countries concerned to make their own national strategy and set up their national system of early warning. Then, communication channels to spread the information to people concerned must be established. People's awareness and preparedness to act quickly must also be addressed.

    Matsuura said the UN agency is to invite national experts and experts from other international organizations to participate in a meeting in March, in Paris, and discuss what kind of global system is to be put in place. UNESCO is also to send expert teams to help set up the system.

    Although the world is now focused on an early warning system in the Indian Ocean, but other places are also at stake, stressing the importance of global action, the director general said.

    "Any early warning system, to be truly effective, must therefore be global in scope," Matsuura said earlier in a press release.

    "Minimizing their (tsunami) impact requires cooperation and collaboration between a rage of partners that go beyond the borders of any one state," he said.

    Michel Jarraud, secretary general of the WMO, said earlier several countries have made pledges to help build the system, noting those who want to participate are looking forward to "proper coordination," not acting on their own.

    The small island countries, about 40 of them represented in the Mauritius conference, are worried about natural disasters, as some of them were devastated during the tsunami, such as Maldives.

    Delegates are to "seriously reflect on concrete recommendations regarding the setting up of early warning systems and methods of operating them," said Mauritian Prime Minister Paul Raymond Berenger, who is also the president of the meeting. Enditem
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Phillipine Daily Inquirer

Indian Ocean to get tsunami warning system by next year 
Updated 04:21am (Mla time) Jan 13, 2005 
By Carole Landry
Agence France-Presse 



PORT LOUIS, Mauritius -- A tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean is expected to be up and running by June 2006 and a global system to be in place a year later, the UN agency overseeing the project said Wednesday.

The UN education and scientific agency said the cost of the Indian Ocean mechanism would be a mere 30 million dollars (22.5 million euros), a far cry from the billions in damage caused by last month's Asian tsunami disaster.

UNESCO, which helped set up an existing tsunami early warning system for the Pacific in 1968, is taking the lead in international efforts to create a regional alert system for the Indian Ocean followed by a global one to avert another tragedy on the scale of the tsunami that killed more than 159,000.

"If everything goes well, the initial warning system for the Indian Ocean should be put in place at least in its provisional form by June 2006 and the global warning system should be put in place... by June 2007," said UNESCO chief Koichiro Matsuura.

Matsuura 

	

	

	


said the estimated cost of the Indian Ocean tsunami early warning system would be a paltry 30 million dollars and lamented that governments and donors had up until the December 26 disaster turned a deaf ear to proposals to set up such a center.

"It's peanuts compared to what happened," he told a news conference here on the sidelines of a UN conference on small islands. "We learned this in a very costly way."

The conference opened Monday with a call to set up the global system to help the world's most vulnerable states cope with hazards and disasters like the tsunami that devastated 12 countries including the Maldives, a cluster of 1,192 low-lying islands scattered across the Indian Ocean.

The Maldives representative at the conference said damage from the tsunami on the islands was estimated at more than one billion dollars and that 150,000 people had been left homeless in the wake of the disaster.

Delegates at the conference pressed for tough action on climate change, with the tiny Pacific state of Tuvalu, population 11,500, accusing the United States of being "in denial" about its effects.

Tuvalu, a low-lying atoll affected by sea-level rise, said it had locked horns with the United States and other countries over calls for action to curtail greenhouse gas emissions, the cause of man-made global warming.

"Clearly we have difficulties with some countries willing to admit that climate change is happening now," said Ian Fry, Tuvalu's international environmental adviser.

"Principally the United States is in a state of denial," he told Agence France-Presse on the sidelines of closed-door meetings.

The United States has refused to sign on to the Kyoto Protocol which is aimed at fighting global warming and is due to come into force on February 16.

John Turner, the US assistant secretary of state for oceans and international environmental and scientific affairs, said the United States understood the concerns of island nations but would stick with its position.

"We realize the vulnerability of low-level island states to the potential impact of climate change and of course they are seriously vulnerable to extreme weather events," he told AFP.

But Turner said Washington would stick to the commitments made at a UN conference on climate change in Buenos Aires last month, and that the Mauritius meeting was not the forum to "renegotiate" issues of global warming.

Representatives from more than 110 countries including some 40 island nations are meeting in Mauritius this week to review an action plan launched in 1994 in Barbados to help the world's smallest countries deal with challenges such as climate change, trade losses and natural disasters.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

UN hails tsunami appeal response, seeks clarification on Indonesian restrictions

Tsunami wreckage 

12 January 2005 – Fresh from the "signal success" of a donors' meeting that funded more than three quarters of its flash appeal for the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, the United Nations today sought clarification from Indonesia that new security restrictions would not hamper its operations in the most ravaged of all the dozen affected nations.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed "the generous pledges and, more importantly, the firm commitments" of yesterday's meeting in Geneva, covering $756 million of the $977 million appeal. But in a statement issued today by his spokesman, he also stressed the need to follow through and stay the course until full rehabilitation.

"Given the unprecedented needs, the Secretary-General appeals to the international community to rapidly deliver on their pledges and urges all donors to sustain their support throughout the rehabilitation and reconstruction phase," the statement said. In past emergencies money actually received fell far below the billions pledged.

Welcoming non-traditional donors such as China and Russia, the Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Kevin M. Kennedy, had nothing but praise for the meeting.

"The bottom line is, I think, that it was a very successful event and extraordinary generosity," he told a news briefing in New York in a daily update on the largest UN relief operation ever mounted for a natural disaster. "I don't believe that we have ever received this type of commitment so fast in response to any other emergency, whether it be a natural disaster or a complex emergency."

But Mr. Kennedy warned that restrictions imposed by the Indonesian authorities, such as the need to seek permission to move outside the Banda Aceh and Meulaboh areas and to be accompanied by military escort on the western side of Sumatra, must not hamper relief in the region that claimed more than two-thirds of the 160,000 deaths reported so far.

Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Margareta Wahlström was in Banda Aceh today meeting with authorities to assess "what exactly it means and what impact it may have on our operations" in a province torn by decades of war with separatists, he said.

"We certainly well understand that there has been a conflict in Aceh for the last quarters of a century. However we are concerned that any requirements that would create any additional bottlenecks or delays or otherwise adversely affect our operations need to be viewed very carefully," he added.

"The UN does have a policy on military escorts, which is we will accept them, but that would be an exception as opposed to normal policy," he stated, noting that the world body had used them for years in Burundi, and without them would not have been able to deliver assistance due to security situation.

"But that would be an exception. We would obviously prefer not to operate with military escorts. If our security threat assessment indicates that it is not required we would not use them. But we remain flexible as required," he added, pointing out that many UN partners have policies of not using military escorts under any circumstances.

Mr. Kennedy said operations in Sumatra and Aceh continued to accelerate in response to the disaster, which beyond its death toll left more than half a million people injured and up to 5 million without basic services throughout the Indian Ocean basin.

But, he added, "we continue to wrestle with a couple of problems" in a remote area made even more inaccessible by the destruction of roads and bridges, and he stressed the need to speed up relief at the overburdened airports at Banda Aceh and Medan in Sumatra.

He noted that Denmark had offered additional ground handlers to supplement work already being done by teams from Australia and Singapore and that the UN World Food Programme (WFP) was contracting a fast ship to deliver supplies from Malaysia to Sumatra to reduce burden at the airports.

Looking to the future, the UN continued to spearhead efforts to set up tsunami early warning systems similar to one that now exists only in the volcano and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim region.

In his statement, Mr. Annan urged the international community to establish such a regional mechanism, which would have given coastal populations enough time to reach higher ground before the gigantic waves struck - hours after the initial earthquake in many of the devastated countries.

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) pledged to press ahead with such a system.

"If the disaster surveillance system that already covers the Pacific region had existed in the Indian Ocean, let me assure you that the tone of this international meeting would have been considerably different," ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su told a meeting of small island developing states in Mauritius, noting that his organization is committed to establishing a Task Force for Tsunami Management.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Service

World's interest in small island problems and solutions must be sustained, Annan says 

	

	Annan and Prime Minister of Mauritius, Paul Bérenger


12 January 2005 – The major goal for small island developing States is to maintain an international spotlight on their solutions for the problems of remoteness, small economic infrastructures and difficult adjustments to global climate change long after their conference in the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius is over, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

Addressing a parallel event at the five-day conference in Port Louis that is assessing progress towards meeting development goals laid out 10 years ago, he said the 26 December tsunami that created a terrible catastrophe in the Indian Ocean countries showed "more clearly not only the challenges facing small islands, but their relevance for the entire world." 

"The list of challenges is long," he told the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), according to a text released at UN Headquarters in New York. 

"It includes familiar questions such as the risk of natural disasters, isolation from global markets, and high costs for energy and transport. More recently, other issues have come to the fore, such as the impact of climate change, the spread of HIV/AIDS, the threat of terrorism and the potential of information and communication technologies." 

With the 2005 theme "small islands, big stakes," the conference is officially called the International Meeting for the 10-year Review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. Included in its agenda are discussions of island efforts to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) designed to halve extreme poverty by 2015. 

Noting the solidarity that the islands have formed, Mr. Annan said, "You may be small in size, but your potential is big." 

In that vein, he said he hoped they would be active in the General Assembly's consideration of the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change. 

The 16-member panel comprises prominent politicians, diplomats and development experts Mr. Annan appointed more than a year ago to assess how the UN might transform itself to deal with the major threats facing the world in the 21st century. It submitted 101 proposals for the GA's deliberations. 

Meanwhile, in finalizing a Mauritius document that all participants could support and implement, the islands would have to establish clear priorities for the years ahead, he said. 

"You will have to deepen partnerships at all levels - through South-South cooperation; through closer cooperation with developed countries; by engaging more actively with civil society; and by tapping the knowledge and capacities of regional organizations, such as CARICOM (the Caribbean Community), the Pacific Islands Forum and the Indian Ocean Commission." 

Earlier in the day, the Secretary-General and Mrs. Annan visited "the Community Vilaj," a conference exhibition showing sustainable development efforts and innovations at the community level in small islands worldwide. 

Mr. Annan also opened the final session of the parallel youth forum of the conference, with the theme "Youth Island Visioning." 

Yesterday in a panel discussion on trade, a senior economist with the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), Deep Forde, said small island economies had been badly hit by changes in world trading regimes for sugar, bananas and fish. 

While the small island states accounted for 15 per cent of the sugar exported, many of these nations had had to shut down factories and bankable assurances were being threatened, while their banana exports had dropped to $21 million from $37 million between 2000 and 2002, he said. 

In the Caribbean, agricultural production had declined so much that the region had moved from being a major net exporter to a net importer, Mr. Forde noted.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Fossil Fuel Curbs May Speed Global Warming 
UK: January 13, 2005

LONDON - Cutting down on fossil fuel pollution could accelerate global warming and help turn parts of Europe into desert by 2100, according to research to be aired on British television on Thursday. 

"Global Dimming", a BBC Horizon documentary, will describe research suggesting fossil fuel by-products like sulphur dioxide particles reflect the sun's rays, "dimming" temperatures and almost cancelling out the greenhouse effect. 
The researchers say cutting down on the burning of coal and oil, one of the main goals of international environmental agreements, will drastically heat rather than cool climate. 

"When the cooling affect goes away -- and it must do because particles like sulphur dioxide are damaging to humans -- global warming will be much stronger," climate change scientist Dr Peter Cox told Reuters on Wednesday. 

Temperatures could increase in the worst case by up to 10 degrees by the end of the century, the researchers said -- much more than current estimates. 

Scientists differ as to whether global warming is caused by man-made emissions of carbon dioxide and other "greenhouse" gases, by natural climate cycles or if it exists at all. 

Take away fossil fuel by-products like sulphur dioxide without tackling greenhouse gas emissions, and the extra heat will speed warming, irreversibly melting ice sheets and rendering rain forests unsustainable within decades, Dr Cox said. 

"The climate will warm more in the future but the ability of the land to store carbon dioxide will be compromised," he said, adding that warmer soil was less able to hold the greenhouse gas. 


Story by Matt Falloon 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

Volvo Cars Declares the Environment a Top Priority
AutoWeb, Australia - 12 January, 2005 - “Our commitment to safe mobility needs to be enlarged from the protection of occupants and other road users in collisions to include personal health for all road users and to offer them sustainable mobility solutions,” says Hans-Olov Olsson, President and CEO of Volvo Car Corporation. 
Environmental care is a recognised corporate tradition at Volvo in providing environmental alternatives today and of dedication to future commitments. This holistic approach gives Volvo Cars an excellent position in the quest for environmental leadership in the future. 
….It is the automotive industry’s job to build clean cars. But a cleaner society is something we can only build together. As part of its contribution, Volvo Cars is participating in a number of partnerships and societal projects. 
……Volvo Adventure is an international environmental education and competition scheme for young people, a joint project with UNEP, the United Nations Environment Programme. Volvo Adventure is an annual award eligible to primary and secondary students. 
http://www.autoweb.com.au/cms/A_103707/newsarticle.html 

General Environment News

Worst Australia Bushfires in 20 Years Under Control
AUSTRALIA: January 13, 2005  - ADELAIDE - Firefighters brought Australia's deadliest bushfires in 20 years under control on Wednesday after nine people died in the blazes.
Up to 15 more people were missing, emergency officials said. 
Large areas of southern Australia are on alert for more outbreaks after fires raced in a line across the Eyre peninsula, about 250 km (155 miles) west of the South Australia state capital Adelaide. 

The South Australian Country Fire Service said the Eyre peninsula fires, which began on Monday, had been brought under control earlier on Wednesday.
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/28976/story.htm 
____________________________________________________________________________________
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UN-UNEP in the news

Kofi Annan warns about global warming

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - United Nations secretary general Kofi Annan has stated that every members of the international community must feel duty-bound "to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases and prevent global warming." Annan said this in Port Louis during and encounter with youths from developing insular states participating in a community village in Mauritius, organized as part of the UN Conference on small developing Island States. Replying to questions raised by youths at Red Sea in the Mauritian capital, Annan explained that global warming has a direct impact on small Island states because it causes seawaters to rise. "It is not only these countries which are affected but all of us," he added. Asked to comment on the involvement of the private sector in the economic development of countries, the UN secretary general said that it contributes to the generation of wealth and employment creation. "It can also contribute to the economy and development of countries," he affirmed. Earlier, Annan told the youths that they had the right to speak and question things. He encouraged them to voice their opinions so as to be heard. Annan is schedule to address participants to the conference at the Swami Vivekananda centre near Port Louis on Thursday.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069289&dte=12/01/2005
Tara to Witness Global Warming
New Era (Windhoek): TWO-MAST ship called the Tara and its crew are setting sail for Antarctica to witness at first hand the impacts of global warming and environmental change on the Earth's most southerly continent. Tara Expeditions, which is supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), hopes to generate public interest in both the beauty and frailty of planet Earth. UNEP's official website, www.unep.org noted that the expedition, which will sail to various areas including the northern Weddell Sea, is scheduled to take one month. Between 2006 and 2008, the ship will spend two years adrift in the Arctic as part of the 2007 International Polar Year. The team would be collaborating with international scientific research projects as a platform and on-site think tank in order to help better comprehend the inner workings of global warming. Internationally renowned Brazilian photographer, Sebastião Salgado, who is nearly through his project called Genesis, would be part of the team. Salgado intends to explore the world in order to show the purer face of nature and humanity, in an attempt to strengthen the bond between our species and the planet. The journey is a form of planetary anthropology. "It is also a statement being made, in order for those parts of the globe that haven't yet been contaminated to be preserved, and to avoid the term development being systematically synonymous with destruction," it highlighted. Embarkation would take place in Ushuaia, on Argentina's southern extreme coast. The trip includes a stopover on the island of Horn, Diego Ramirez archipelago, Marguerite Bay and then to the very rarely traveled waters near the islands of Argentina. Tara's final destination would be Deception Island. The project in its whole will be undertaken with the collaboration of UNEP, UNESCO and other institutions. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501120324.html
Un système d'alerte aux tsunamis dans l'Océan indien en 2006

Port-Louis, Maurice (PANA) - Le directeur général de l'UNESCO, Koïchiro Matsuura, a présenté mercredi la stratégie de son organisation pour la mise en place d'un système d'alerte aux tsunamis dans l'Océan indien, dans le sillage de la conférence des Nations unies sur les petits Etats insulaires en développement qui a eu lieu à Maurice, et suite à la catastrophe naturelle qui a ravagé des pays de l'Asie du Sud-Est et de cette partie du monde, le 26 décembre dernier. Selon M. Matsuura, si les choses se passent bien, un système provisoire d'alerte aux tsunamis devrait être opérationnel dans l'Océan indien vers juin 2006 et un système d'alerte plus global, une année plus tard. "Nous devons demander aux pays concernés de commencer par mettre en place des stratégies nationales et des agences équipées de professionnels pour collaborer avec nous. Ce sera le premier pas vers la mise en place d'un système d'alerte régional", a-t-il déclaré. Ces pays, selon lui, doivent faire des efforts pour mettre en place ces stratégies, comme c'est le cas au Japon où il y a six centres d'alerte. "Quelque chose d'identique doit être mis en place dans les pays concernés", a ajouté M. Matsuura. Il faut établir des chaînes de communication qui font que quand il y a une alerte, elle est immédiatement communiquée aux populations. M. Matsuura a souligné que ces éléments manquaient lors du passage du dernier tsunami en Asie du Sud-Est et dans l'Océan indien. Il a indiqué qu'une première réunion sera organisée en mars prochain par l'UNESCO pour discuter du type d'alerte qu'on veut dans cette partie du monde.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069289&dte=12/01/2005
General Environment News

South Africans reach out to animal victims of tsunami disaster

Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - A team of workers from South Africa's National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (NSPCA) is flying to the affected regions to help animals affected by the tsunamis that struck the Asian and East African coasts late last month. "We have been in contact with the Crisis Centre and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. NSPCA has a team on standby ready to go to the affected areas to assist," said NSPCA Executive Director Marcelle Meredith. She said that in addition to assisting animals, it was necessary to dispose of animal remains to contain the spread of diseases like cholera and typhoid. Humane Society International Asia director Sherry Grant noted that any animal welfare advocates working in the midst of human tragedy have three immediate goals: to remove animal carcasses to prevent the spread of disease, contain starving dogs scavenging for food, and preserve the lives of farm animals needed by subsistence farmers. The World Health Organization (WHO) indicated Wednesday that it requires 60 million US dollars to address urgent public health needs, most importantly in preventing outbreaks of water-borne and other infectious diseases. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069217&dte=12/01/2005
FAO decries deforestation in DR Congo

Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - The annual deforestation rate of 0.4 to 0.6 percent in DR Congo constitutes not only an ecological "disaster" but a socio-economic "tragedy," according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). About 54 percent of Congo's territory is covered by forests. But the UN agency said in a report these reservoir of farm lands and biological resources were fast disappearing. Meanwhile, the Congolese government and the FAO are collaborating on reforestation projects in the country, which seek to involve local communities in the management of forests for their own benefits. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069287&dte=12/01/2005
Alerte contre la disparition du rhinocéros blanc du Nord en RD Congo

Kinshasa, RD Congo (PANA) - Une mission conjointe de la Banque mondiale, du Fonds monétaire international, de l'Union européenne, de l'UNESCO, de l'Institut congolais pour la conservation de la nature (ICCN) et d'un certain nombre d'ONG de conservation de la nature vient de tirer la sonnette d'alarme sur la disparition du rhinocéros blanc, une espèce unique n'existant plus qu'en RD Congo, précisément au Parc de la Garamba, à la frontière soudanaise. Selon M. Jean-Pierre D'Huart, représentant de l'UNESCO et porte- parole de la délégation, celle-ci a, au cours d'un entretien avec le vice-président de la République, Z'Ahidi Arthur Ngoma, attiré l'attention des hautes autorités du gouvernement sur la pression qu'exercent les braconniers, essentiellement soudanais, sur le Parc national de la Garamba, dans le Nord-Est du Congo, où ils mettent en péril l'existence de cette espèce unique disparue du Soudan, du Tchad et de la RCA. M. D'Huart a souligné que la dernière population de rhinocéros blanc du Nord, qui est probablement inférieure à dix individus, n'existe qu'au Parc de la Garamba.

Crackdown on Poachers Nets Ivory, Rhino Horn

The Nation (Nairobi): Five people have been arrested with 36kg of ivory and rhino horns in a crackdown on poachers. One of those held is suspected to be a kingpin of illegal trade in animal trophies, according to Kenya Wildlife Service. KWS rangers and police are hunting down poachers around Mount Kenya, Isiolo, Samburu and other areas where illegal hunting is rampant. Four suspects, including a man described as the "main dealer" were arrested with 17kg of ivory in Central Province, KWS spokesperson Connie Maina said in a statement. The fifth one was arrested at Mlango area, Isiolo District. Ms Maina said killing of rhinos and elephants in Central Province had increased in the recent past. She blamed poachers for wildlife deaths in the Aberdares and Mt Kenya in Central, Laikipia and Samburu in Rift Valley and Isiolo in Eastern Province. "Elephants and rhino are endangered and remain highly vulnerable to poaching, despite spirited efforts by KWS to safeguard them," she said. She blamed the increased hunting of animals on proliferation of small arms and availability local and international black markets for the tusks. The operation is expected to seize more ivory. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501120797.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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UAE

Stress on organic farming in country

Calling for an awareness campaign against the widespread use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides, a leading agriculture expert and researcher stressed the need to introduce organic farming methods in the UAE. 

Dr Tajuddin, formerly a professor and director of Kerala Agricultural University, who conducted a research on agricultural problems in the UAE over the past seven years, said date palm growers in the Gulf should be discouraged from using chemical pesticides in fighting red weevil larvae which affected almost 20 per cent of the 70 million date palm trees in the UAE.

Dr Tajuddin, who had done extensive research on this problem, said the chemical pesticide — Aluminium Phosphide — available in a tablet form kills the larvae but a portion of it gets absorbed by the fruits.

"On analysis of a large number of fruit samples, it was observed that they contain the poisonous residue of aluminium phosphide," he said.

A far safer substitute, according to Dr Tajuddin, is Azadirachtin, an organic liquid extracted from Neem oil. He claimed Azadirachtin was found to be 100 per cent effective and safe to human beings.

He said the use of all other forms of synthetic insecticides should also be discouraged. The spraying of chemical insecticides causes pollution that leads to serious health hazards.

Azadirachtin, now a globally accepted insecticide, is used in the US and Europe.

Another serious problem posed by date palm growers, especially in Abu Dhabi, is the high salt content of the soil

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/january/theuae_january392.xml
Jordan

Health Ministry launches plan to tackle hazardous waste

The Ministry of Health yesterday launched a specialised Infectious Material Information Centre in Al Bashir Hospital to spread awareness on the correct procedure for medical waste disposal in the country. 

The centre was set up by the Hazardous Material Project as a training and database facility for doctors, nurses, and all those who work in the medical field, according to Ayman Khalil, coordinator of the project. 

Awareness on the hazards of medical waste and ways to deal with it is very limited. Only around 55 per cent of hospitals say they separate the different types of medical waste and dispose of it effectively, said Khalil. 

“Medical waste, including chemical materials, syringes and bandages, are considered the largest source of infection and environmental hazards, due to improper handling and disposal methods,” he explained to The Jordan Times. 

According to Khalil, workers in the cleaning profession are particularly at risk by way of exposure to used needles, which may result in them contracting HIV, typhoid or hepatitis. 

“We need a strategic plan for proper waste management in the country, including separation, handling and disposal. Perhaps awareness is a start,” Khalil said. 

There are at present two universally accepted ways to process medical waste: Incineration and autoclaving, Khalil said. The latter uses high-pressure steam to sterilise the materials, which are disposed of as domestic waste. 

“Autoclaving is considered more environment-friendly as it does not emit hazardous gas. On the other hand incineration decreases the size of the materials after burning,” he explained. 

Although the amount and impact of hazardous medical waste has not been fully estimated and remains controversial, it is estimated that the central part of the country produces around seven tonnes of medical waste, while the other regions only produce half that amount, according Khalil. 

The project includes a specialised truck with a sophisticated satellite tracking system, which provides accurate and up-to-date information on vehicles transporting hazardous materials, he noted. 

Meanwhile, the centre launched its activities yesterday by holding a workshop titled “Safe Management for Medical Waste and Infection Control” for hospital staff in the central region of the Kingdom. 

The Hazardous Material Project was launched in 2002 by the Security Studies Centre in coordination with the ministries of health and environment, and funded by the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives.

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/homenews/homenews9.htm
UN-HABITAT to open regional office in Amman

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) will open an office here to function as a centre for the agency's operations in the Levant region. 

Under an agreement signed on Wednesday between the UN-Habitat and the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation, the new office will support the execution of UN-Habitat plans for Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and the occupied Palestinian territories, whereas Jordan will benefit as a host country. 

Planning and International Cooperation Minister Bassem Awadallah said the office will mobilise international support to execute its plans in these countries. 

He added that the Jordanian government will provide the centre with a permanent office and a $50,000 annually for the cost of hosting the centre. 

The ministry pointed out in a statement released after the signing ceremony that Jordan will benefit from the centre in terms of employing Jordanians for its operations and use Jordanian materials and equipment

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/economy/economy4.htm
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In the headlines:

• 
UN hails tsunami appeal response, seeks clarification on Indonesian restrictions

• 
Time is of the essence as UN rushes in tsunami aid, both palliative and preventive

• 
Goooooal!!! Beckham shoots for UNICEF tsunami relief campaign

• 
World's interest in small island problems and solutions must be sustained, Annan says

• 
Security Council plans trip to Haiti by end of May

• 
New commander named for UN peacekeeping force in Liberia

• 
UN convenes first-ever conference on mental health in Europe

• 
UN telecommunications conference to be held in Qatar in March next year

UN hails tsunami appeal response, seeks clarification on Indonesian restrictions 

12 January - Fresh from the "signal success" of a donors' meeting that funded more than three quarters of its flash appeal for the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, the United Nations today sought clarification from Indonesia that new security restrictions would not hamper its operations in the most ravaged of all the dozen affected nations. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed "the generous pledges and, more importantly, the firm commitments" of yesterday's meeting in Geneva, covering $756 million of the $977 million appeal. But in a statement issued today by his spokesman, he also stressed the need to follow through and stay the course until full rehabilitation. 

"Given the unprecedented needs, the Secretary-General appeals to the international community to rapidly deliver on their pledges and urges all donors to sustain their support throughout the rehabilitation and reconstruction phase," the statement said. In past emergencies money actually received fell far below the billions pledged. 

Welcoming non-traditional donors such as China and Russia, the Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Kevin M. Kennedy, had nothing but praise for the meeting. 

"The bottom line is, I think, that it was a very successful event and extraordinary generosity," he told a news briefing in New York in a daily update on the largest UN relief operation ever mounted for a natural disaster. "I don't believe that we have ever received this type of commitment so fast in response to any other emergency, whether it be a natural disaster or a complex emergency." 

But Mr. Kennedy warned that restrictions imposed by the Indonesian authorities, such as the need to seek permission to move outside the Banda Aceh and Meulaboh areas and to be accompanied by military escort on the western side of Sumatra, must not hamper relief in the region that claimed more than two-thirds of the 160,000 deaths reported so far. 

Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Margareta Wahlström was in Banda Aceh today meeting with authorities to assess "what exactly it means and what impact it may have on our operations" in a province torn by decades of war with separatists, he said. 

"We certainly well understand that there has been a conflict in Aceh for the last quarters of a century. However we are concerned that any requirements that would create any additional bottlenecks or delays or otherwise adversely affect our operations need to be viewed very carefully," he added. 

"The UN does have a policy on military escorts, which is we will accept them, but that would be an exception as opposed to normal policy," he stated, noting that the world body had used them for years in Burundi, and without them would not have been able to deliver assistance due to security situation. 

"But that would be an exception. We would obviously prefer not to operate with military escorts. If our security threat assessment indicates that it is not required we would not use them. But we remain flexible as required," he added, pointing out that many UN partners have policies of not using military escorts under any circumstances. 

Mr. Kennedy said operations in Sumatra and Aceh continued to accelerate in response to the disaster, which beyond its death toll left more than half a million people injured and up to 5 million without basic services throughout the Indian Ocean basin. 

But, he added, "we continue to wrestle with a couple of problems" in a remote area made even more inaccessible by the destruction of roads and bridges, and he stressed the need to speed up relief at the overburdened airports at Banda Aceh and Medan in Sumatra. 

He noted that Denmark had offered additional ground handlers to supplement work already being done by teams from Australia and Singapore and that the UN World Food Programme (WFP) was contracting a fast ship to deliver supplies from Malaysia to Sumatra to reduce burden at the airports. 

Looking to the future, the UN continued to spearhead efforts to set up tsunami early warning systems similar to one that now exists only in the volcano and earthquake-prone Pacific Rim region. 

In his statement, Mr. Annan urged the international community to establish such a regional mechanism, which would have given coastal populations enough time to reach higher ground before the gigantic waves struck - hours after the initial earthquake in many of the devastated countries. 

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) pledged to press ahead with such a system. 

"If the disaster surveillance system that already covers the Pacific region had existed in the Indian Ocean, let me assure you that the tone of this international meeting would have been considerably different," ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su told a meeting of small island developing states in Mauritius, noting that his organization is committed to establishing a Task Force for Tsunami Management. 

Time is of the essence as UN rushes in tsunami aid, both palliative and preventive 

12 January - In a multitasking race against time to confront the impact of last month’s devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, United Nations agencies are moving on numerous fronts, from the palliative to the preventive, from finding injured survivors in need of urgent treatment to saving coral reefs before irreparable damage takes its toll. 

“Hunger doesn’t wait, disease doesn’t wait,” UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland says, underscoring the urgency – and the need for some on-the-spot improvisation – facing the largest relief operation the world body has ever undertaken for a natural disaster. “We need to be quicker.” 

With the fate of a million people in the Indonesian province of Aceh, the most-ravaged area in the dozen countries struck by the 26 December tsunami, still being slowly assessed and anecdotal reports putting the death rate in some villages in excess of 50 per cent, treating the injuries and supplying the needs of the survivors is of major concern. 

So when a UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) team was unable to get access to military flights to bring in 16.5 tons of emergency supplies to the provincial capital of Banda Aceh it quickly chartered a private plane for $23,000. 

“Survival is still a critical issue and there is a continuing urgent need to find and help people who have been injured,” the UN World Health Organization (WHO) said in a report on the Aceh area, where security restrictions stemming from an ongoing war between the Government and separatists has hindered access. 

“Treating wounds and other injuries continues to be a major need and an issue of pressing importance. That task has been made more difficult by problems of access and security around Aceh. As a result it is hard to locate injured people who need urgent help,” it added. 

Just as urgent, if not more so, is the need to rush in clean drinking water to prevent outbreaks of diarrhoeal diseases such as cholera and typhoid which, in a worst case scenario could claim as many lives as the tsunami itself with its toll of 160,000 dead, half a million injured and up to 5 million people in urgent need of basic services. 

Other diseases such as measles also find fertile breeding ground in the cramped conditions of emergency shelters. When two children came down with measles in one Aceh camp UN officials quickly oversaw the vaccination of 1,000 others. Other unconfirmed cases are being investigated in the town of Meulaboh and WHO warned that vaccination could be hampered by lack of access to a nationally sourced vaccine, the only one the Government permits. 

Looking ahead to other preventive measures, WHO is raising the warning flag over potential mosquito breeding sites, with the consequent threat of malaria and other diseases, from the large expanses of stagnant water and debris scattered around Aceh. At present there are no resources available for setting up vector controls. 

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is rallying to this effort. Even in Myanmar, one of the nations with the lowest toll of dead and injured from the disaster, it has thousands of mosquito nets ready for distribution to help families contend with the after-effects. 

In a totally different field the UN Development Programme (UNDP) is providing equipment to clean up and help to help rehabilitate coral reefs off Thailand’s coast, threatened by heavy debris. 

“We’ve seen suitcases, kitchen sinks, deck chairs and hotel backwash sitting on the reefs,” UNDP Deputy Resident Representative Hakan Bjorkman said. “This kind of unusual debris calls for special clean-up care…Coral reefs along the Andaman coast are not only a habitat for marine life, essential to the livelihoods of local fishermen, they are also a crucial source of income for the Thai tourism industry.” 

The agency is providing a vehicle and boat trailer, rubber speed boat, global positioning satellite equipment, diving gear, underwater cameras and underwater lift bags to the Thai Department of Marine Resources to begin immediate work. 

And looking further ahead to future prevention, UNDP has provided 190 tons of building material, including bags of cement, steel pipes, hammers and other tools, to the remote Maldives island of Naalaafushi so that all its 291 inhabitants can have a roof over their heads in new houses before the monsoon season begins in June. 

Within the next six months, UNDP plans to reconstruct 400 new houses and repair 2,000 housing units in the archipelago, where the tsunami swept away 10 per cent of all houses, leaving more than 12,000 people homeless. 

Goooooal!!! Beckham shoots for UNICEF tsunami relief campaign 

12 January - England’s soccer captain David Beckham, whose famed cross-shots have made him a byword for football to affluent European fans and undernourished children in African refugee camps alike, will be shooting for the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to raise money for young victims of the devastating of Indian Ocean tsunami. 

Newly appointed a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, Mr. Beckham will speak out in a 30-second public service announcement to help raise funds to support urgent humanitarian aid for the next six-months for the 1.5 million children affected by the disaster who are in critical need of basic care and support. 

“It is one of the proudest moments of my life to be given the role of UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and I hope to play a part in supporting these children at their time of need,” the star midfielder said. 

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said she was “absolutely delighted” at his new off-field position. “The global TV appeal he has recorded will be enormously useful to help UNICEF meet the immediate survival needs of children affected by the tsunami in the short term and in the weeks and months ahead as they rebuild their lives,” she added. 

A long-standing fan of UNICEF, Mr. Beckham was introduced to the agency at the Manchester United football club, which has raised over some $2 million for UNICEF’s work. 

World's interest in small island problems and solutions must be sustained, Annan says 

12 January - The major goal for small island developing States is to maintain an international spotlight on their solutions for the problems of remoteness, small economic infrastructures and difficult adjustments to global climate change long after their conference in the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius is over, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

Addressing a parallel event at the five-day conference in Port Louis that is assessing progress towards meeting development goals laid out 10 years ago, he said the 26 December tsunami that created a terrible catastrophe in the Indian Ocean countries showed "more clearly not only the challenges facing small islands, but their relevance for the entire world." 

"The list of challenges is long," he told the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), according to a text released at UN Headquarters in New York. 

"It includes familiar questions such as the risk of natural disasters, isolation from global markets, and high costs for energy and transport. More recently, other issues have come to the fore, such as the impact of climate change, the spread of HIV/AIDS, the threat of terrorism and the potential of information and communication technologies." 

With the 2005 theme "small islands, big stakes," the conference is officially called the International Meeting for the 10-year Review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. Included in its agenda are discussions of island efforts to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) designed to halve extreme poverty by 2015. 

Noting the solidarity that the islands have formed, Mr. Annan said, "You may be small in size, but your potential is big." 

In that vein, he said he hoped they would be active in the General Assembly's consideration of the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change. 

The 16-member panel comprises prominent politicians, diplomats and development experts Mr. Annan appointed more than a year ago to assess how the UN might transform itself to deal with the major threats facing the world in the 21st century. It submitted 101 proposals for the GA's deliberations. 

Meanwhile, in finalizing a Mauritius document that all participants could support and implement, the islands would have to establish clear priorities for the years ahead, he said. 

"You will have to deepen partnerships at all levels - through South-South cooperation; through closer cooperation with developed countries; by engaging more actively with civil society; and by tapping the knowledge and capacities of regional organizations, such as CARICOM (the Caribbean Community), the Pacific Islands Forum and the Indian Ocean Commission." 

Earlier in the day, the Secretary-General and Mrs. Annan visited "the Community Vilaj," a conference exhibition showing sustainable development efforts and innovations at the community level in small islands worldwide. 

Mr. Annan also opened the final session of the parallel youth forum of the conference, with the theme "Youth Island Visioning." 

Yesterday in a panel discussion on trade, a senior economist with the UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), Deep Forde, said small island economies had been badly hit by changes in world trading regimes for sugar, bananas and fish. 

While the small island states accounted for 15 per cent of the sugar exported, many of these nations had had to shut down factories and bankable assurances were being threatened, while their banana exports had dropped to $21 million from $37 million between 2000 and 2002, he said. 

In the Caribbean, agricultural production had declined so much that the region had moved from being a major net exporter to a net importer, Mr. Forde noted. 

Security Council plans trip to Haiti by end of May 

12 January - Expressing concern about the disarmament and security situations in Haiti, the United Nations Security Council today said it was planning a mission to the troubled Caribbean country in the next several months. 

The Council expressed its intention to organize a mission to Haiti before 1 June, possibly in conjunction with a mission of the UN Economic and Social Council's (ECOSOC) Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti, in a consensus statement read by Argentine Foreign Minister Rafael Antonio Biélsa at the end of an open session featuring a briefing by the most senior UN representative in Haiti and interventions by delegates from several countries of the region. 

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) was playing an important role in ensuring a secure environment, but the Council "notes, however, that further urgent action is needed to continue to improve the security situation," Mr. Biélsa said. "The Council again calls on all parties in Haiti to respect human rights and to renounce the use of violence to advance their goals." 

Echoing a request from the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) to Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdés, the Council renewed its appeal to donor countries and international financial institutions to pay the pledges made in July 2004 and send all the peacekeeping troops and police promised. 

"The Council reiterates the need to assist the Transitional Government in establishing a long-term development strategy for Haiti, in accordance with the priorities set forth in the Interim Cooperation Framework," said the Foreign Minister of Argentina, which holds the Council's rotating presidency for January. 

It also urged the Transitional Government to review the cases of people being held without formal charges or trial. "In this regard, the Council calls on MINUSTAH to continue its support for the provision of human rights training to Haitian judicial, police and correctional authorities to ensure adherence to international norms and standards." 

The statement responded in large part to the briefing given earlier by Mr. Valdés, who said MINUSTAH had reached nearly its full authorized strength since his November briefing of the Council. 

"Because of this, the most recent efforts of MINUSTAH have been to give top priority to firm and sustained initiatives in the area of security," he said. 

MINUSTAH's concept of security combined the legitimate use of force, when necessary, with assistance in solving the urgent problems of the most vulnerable groups in Haiti. 

"Groups of former military men who had ventured to challenge the authority and capacity of the mission saw themselves rapidly forced to drop their pretences, while other illegal armed groups, among them some who still professed loyalty to ex-President (Jean-Bertrand) Aristide, have been losing ground," he said. 

Prime Minister Gerard Latortue soon would announce the establishment of a Disarmament Commission as the country kicked off its programme of disarmament, demobilization and re-integration (DDR). This would include paying salaries and pensions to the former members of the Haitian army whose perquisites were withheld when the army was disbanded. 

While the provisional release of some leaders from Mr. Aristide's party, Fanmi Lavalas, gave hope that country was taking the right path to a national dialogue, Mr. Valdés said, he regretted that the trials of certain political figures were so unjustifiably slow. He noted, in particular, that former Prime Minister Yvon Neptune already had served nearly a year in prison without any sign of legal action. 

Nonetheless, with funds from Canada and the European Union, the technical work of preparing for the elections could begin and those who had been left out of the democratic process but who had rejected violence could now be included, Mr. Valdés said. 

The Organization of American States (OAS), which groups the countries of the Americas, would begin registering voters in March, he said. 

The 15 Council members were joined in the debate by representatives from several nations, including the Foreign Ministers from OAS countries Haiti, Barbados, Brazil, Chile and the Dominican Republic. 

New commander named for UN peacekeeping force in Liberia 

12 January - Personnel shuffling within the ranks of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) continued today with the announcement of a new commander for the UN peacekeeping force in the West African country. 

Lt. Gen. Joseph Olorungbon Owonibi of Nigeria will take over as Force Commander from Lt. Gen. Daniel Ishmael Opande of Kenya. He was previously General Opande's Deputy as well as the Chief Military Observer of UNMIL. 

Prior to his assignment in November 2003 to Liberia, General Owonibi served in several high-level national and international positions, including Coordinator of the Nigerian Army Training Group, which undertook the reorganization and training of the Gambian National Army from 1992 to 1994. 

He also was Commander of the first reconnaissance company in support of the Nigerian battalion within the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). 

General Owonibi's appointment is the third top-level change in the Mission within a week. On Monday Steinar Bjornsson of Iceland was named UNMIL's Deputy Special Representative for Operations, and it was announced on Friday that Police Commissioner Mark Kroeker of the United States will leave the Mission to become the Civilian Police (CIVPOL) Adviser in the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) in New York. 

UN convenes first-ever conference on mental health in Europe 

12 January - With Europe accounting for nine of the top 10 countries with the highest rates of suicide in the world, health ministers from 52 European countries opened a four-day United Nations-sponsored conference today to address mental health problems on a continent that is poorly equipped to cope. 

"Mental health problems exact high costs to society in both human suffering and economic terms," the UN World Health Organization (WHO) said of the meeting in Helsinki, Finland - the first-ever to be held by the WHO Regional Office for Europe. 

The agency noted that mental health problems affect one in four people at some time in their lives but services across the European region are poorly equipped to cope, even with those whose problems are severe. 

"There is an enormous treatment gap," WHO said in a news release. "For example, half of those with depression receive no treatment and many countries have few community-based mental health services and little specialist help for young people. Stigma and prejudice are widespread and affect whether people seek and receive help and the status of services." 

It underscored the neglect and abuse of human rights in large mental institutions, reflected in high mortality rates. With much now known about what works in treating or preventing mental disorders, the conference seeks to reach agreement among the 52 participating countries on effective policies and actions to be taken. 

The conference is organized by the WHO Regional Office for Europe in collaboration with Finland and in partnership with the European Commission and the Council for Europe. 

UN telecommunications conference to be held in Qatar in March next year 

12 January - The United Nations telecommunications agency will hold a conference of its highest policy-making body in an Arab state for the first time when its Member States meet next year in Qatar. 

The fourth World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-06) will take place in Qatar from 7 to 15 March 2006, four months after the second phase of the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) meets in Tunisia on ways to reduce the digital divide between rich and poor countries, the UN International Telecommunication Union (ITU) said. 

"The WTDC provides an important opportunity for ITU to further its commitment to bringing the benefits of information and communication technologies (ICT) to all of the world," ITU Secretary-General Yoshio Utsumi said. 

"WTDC will be the first global ICT event held after the World Summit on the Information Society and will no doubt give ICT leaders an opportunity to consider practical ways to achieve the WSIS goal of connecting the world by 2015." 

Qatar is a leading user of ICT in the region, with an annual growth of 15 per cent in fixed and mobile teledensity over the last five years. Internet use has racked up an annual growth rate close to 47 per cent over the same period. 

The chairman of WTDC-06 will be Sheikh Abdulla Bin Mohammed Bin Saud Al-Thani, who is also the chairman of the largest public telecommunication provider in Qatar, Qtel. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

12 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

If I can ask whoever had their cell phone on to switch it off, please.

**Guest at Noon
Good afternoon.  Our guest, as usual in a few minutes, will be Kevin Kennedy, the Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  And as usual, he will bring you the update on the earthquake and tsunami response.

**Secretary-General in Mauritius
The Secretary-General today is in Mauritius, where he will deliver an address Thursday morning to the 2,000 participants of the International Meeting on Small Island Developing States. 

Today, the Secretary-General and Nane Annan visited a major parallel activity of the Mauritius Conference, called the “Community Vilaj”, which is a showcase of sustainable development efforts in small islands worldwide.  The Secretary-General told the community representatives who had gathered there, “You represent an adaptive, resilient group that is necessary for any society to move forward.”

Later, the Secretary-General opened the final session of the parallel youth forum of the Conference.

At the end of the afternoon, the Secretary-General addressed island leaders taking part in a summit meeting of the Alliance of Small Island States. He referred to the recent earthquake and tsunami, saying, “as a result of the terrible catastrophe, we can see more clearly not only the challenges facing small islands, but also their relevance for the entire world.”  And his comments are available upstairs.

**Security Council - Haiti
Turning to the Security Council, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Haiti, Juan Valdes, briefed the Council this morning in an open meeting, which is still going on as we speak. 

In his address, Valdes said the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti has entered a new phase, and taken decisive steps to stabilize the security situation in the country.

He outlined some recent security operations, adding that the Mission has almost reached its mandated level of manpower, which in turn, has increased the Mission’s ability to deal with the security situation and the political transition.

Valdes also reiterated the need for international support for Haiti.

The Council’s meeting is being chaired by Argentina’s Minister for Foreign Affairs and it is also being attended by another seven foreign affairs ministers from the Americas.  And we have upstairs a list of their names, as well as the briefing remarks by Ambassador Juan Valdes.

**Security Council - Sudan
Turning to the Sudan, yesterday afternoon, as you know, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, told the Security Council, “It is hard to imagine that the peace dividend promised by the Nairobi Agreement will be reaped without an end to the suffering in Darfur.”

He focused much of his briefing on Darfur, where he said the security situation is “still bad” and the humanitarian situation is poor.  And politically, Darfur finds itself in a stalemate, he said.

He noted that large quantities of arms had been carried into Darfur in defiance of the Security Council decision taken in July, and he flagged the emergence of new rebel movements that were launching attacks in the area of oil facilities in western Kordofan.

He also warned of a possible period of intense violence unless swift action is taken and new approaches are considered.  And he outlined a number of suggestions.

**IAMB — IRAQ
Related to Iraq, the Secretary-General, in a letter sent to the Security Council, transmitted to them the review written by his representative on the International Advisory and Monitoring Board of the Board’s work over the past year.

The representative, Jean-Pierre Halbwachs, said that an external auditor has concluded that all known oil proceeds, reported frozen assets and transfers from the oil-for-food programme have been properly and transparently accounted for in the Development Fund for Iraq. 

But the Board believes the auditors’ controls were insufficient to provide reasonable assurance on petroleum exports, and whether all the Development Fund’s disbursements were made for the purposes intended.

The Board also agreed to the terms of reference for a special audit of sole-sources contracts, proposed by the U.S. Government, to be completed by an independent auditor.  That audit is expected to be completed by this April and is also expected to be made public.

**Secretary-General’s Appointment
An appointment announced today, the Secretary-General has appointed Lieutenant-General Joseph Olorungbon Owonibi of Nigeria as Force Commander of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL).  The general replaces Lieutenant-General Daniel Opande of Kenya.  And we have a biography of the new Force Commander upstairs.

**Secretary-General’s Travels
Yesterday and the day before, I was asked by a number of you whether the Secretary-General had been prevented during his recent travels from seeing India or parts of Sri Lanka.

First of all, I’d like to say that we do not discuss the details of the planning phases of the Secretary-General’s trips.  I can say, however, that in planning this trip, we looked at the entire area hit by the tsunami, and chose two of the worst-hit – Aceh, in Indonesia, and Sri Lanka -- and a small island State that proportionately was badly hit, the Maldives.  The Secretary-General did not visit India this time around.

As for Sri Lanka, the Secretary-General made clear that he saw a lot of the country in 48 hours, including a refugee camp for Tamils in the north-east.  Before his departure, he told reporters, “I am hoping to be able to come back and someday be able to visit all parts of your country, which I hope will be rebuilt, but also to celebrate peace.”

And Kevin will join us in just a second on the tsunami.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
Tomorrow, Jan Egeland, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, will be joining us at noon to provide an update on the assistance to countries affected by the tsunami and the earthquake, and to discuss the World Conference on Disaster Reduction scheduled to take place in Kobe from 18 to 22 January.

**Press Briefing Tomorrow
And tomorrow at 1:00 o’clock, Mark Malloch Brown, the Administrator of the UN Development Programme, will be joined by Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the UN Millennium Project, at an embargoed briefing on the Millennium Project final report entitled “Investing in Development:  A Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals”.  The report and the briefing are embargoed until noon on Monday, 17, when it will be presented to the Secretary-General.

Please note that because the briefing is embargoed, UN TV will not be airing it live.  You would have to be in this room to participate.

That’s about it from me, do you have any questions?

Yes, Evelyn?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  This SG trip and, you know, everyone in the world had a story about what India thought it could do and couldn’t do and saying with Indonesia, you know, are you hiding behind security by not going into this?  It seems a bit lack of transparency when... (Inaudible). 

Associate Spokesman:  Well, first of all, I think the Indian Government today issued a statement denying that they had stopped the Secretary-General from visiting the country.  I don’t know what else I can add to what I have said.  We looked at an entire area hit by the tsunami and chose the two locations we did go to.  Yes, Mohammad?

Question:  Stéphane, do you have any information regarding Israel’s agreement for opening up (Inaudible)... Palestinians?

Associate Spokesman:  Sorry, any? Israeli’s reaction?

Question:  Palestinian damage?

Associate Spokesman:  No, we announced that we were working actively on opening up this registry, and I think Israel’s cooperation for this registry to work will obviously be a very important factor, but I have not seen any reaction so far.  Yes, Suzie?

Question:  Just to follow up on Sri Lanka, did the Secretary-General..., were there places that he wanted to go to that he was stopped from going to?  Were all the places he had hoped to go to the places he went to?  And just on another issue, Colin Powell is quite (Inaudible) ...saying the Secretary-General will have to be held accountable for management problems relating to oil-for-food.  Any reaction to his statement?

Associate Spokesman:  On the first part, I am not aware that he was blocked from visiting any areas.  What I do know is that he wound up going to all the places that were in the final plan for him to go.  On the comments by Secretary Powell, obviously as Secretary-General he is accountable to Member States for the management of the Secretariat.  I think, as Secretary Powell pointed out, responsibility on this matter also rests with the Security Council.  As you know, the Secretary-General created the independent inquiry committee and stated that he would take whatever actions are appropriate based on the findings of Mr. Volcker.  And the Secretary-General, as I have said a number of times in the last couple of days, has also initiated a management overhaul designed to increase accountability and improve the performance of the Secretariat.

Any other questions?

Kevin?  [Issued Separately]  

* *** *



	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Pacifica Radio - More Recovery for Tsunami Nations


New Era (Windhoek) - Tara to Witness Global Warming


ANSA - HEADLINE: TSUNAMI: UNEP HEAD CALLS FOR "GREEN HELMETS" UNIT


Independent on Sunday (London) - HEADLINE: GOD AND MANGROVES; THE ALMIGHTY MAY HAVE HIS CRITICS OVER THE TSUNAMI, BUT MAN IS TO


Xinhua - Small island environmental vulnerability index launched


Peoples Daily - Rogge visits Nature and Sports Camps of Sadili Oval in Nairobi


Africa News - January 12, 2005 Wednesday


HEADLINE: PanAfrica;IOC President Encourages African Countries to Bid for Future Olympic Games


Nepal Times - Nepal becomes ozone friendly


GamesBids - Beijing 2008 To Be “The Greenest” Says UNEP


Science Dev - Tsunami highlights threats to small island states


Xinhua - Green envoys galvanized to action
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