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African ivory sales allowed
               Some countries have stockpiles of ivory The United Nations has agreed to allow Botswana to sell

               elephant tusks, easing a 13-year-old ban on the ivory trade. 

               Delegates at the UN Convention on International Trade  in Endangered Species (Cites) voted 59 to 26 to let  Botswana stage a one-off sale of 20,000 kilograms of ivory stockpiles in 2004. 

               Similar bids have also been approved to take place in Namibia and South Africa. 

               The BBC's Peter Greste in Santiago says the debate was bitterly divided, and the three countries had to make  heavy concessions to get the two-thirds majority they  needed. 

               But some conservation groups have reacted angrily to  the news, saying the decision could "spell doom" for elephants. 

               'Poaching encouraged' 

               The Cites meeting, which is currently being held in  Chile, is discussing the trade in animals and plants. 

               Issues being voted on include saving Asian freshwater  turtles and controlling trade of many endangered trees. 

               The vote to allow the one-off sale of Ivory in Botswana  was immediately condemned by some environmental  groups, who say it will encourage poaching. 

               The African elephant population  has fallen from 1.3 million in 1980  to between 300,000 and 450,000 today. 

               The International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) elephant campaigner Denise Boyd said: "This move could  re-open the floodgates to  poaching on a scale not seen  in the past decade." 

               Cites also approved a similar bid by Namibia - which  has stockpiles of 10,000 kg - and South Africa, and is  reviewing requests by Zambia and Zimbabwe.

__________________________________________________________________________________

CNN

U.N. meeting allows first ivory sales in  years

  SANTIAGO, Chile (Reuters) -- A U.N.  meeting on endangered species on Tuesday allowed Botswana to sell

                  elephant tusks, easing a 13-year-old ban on the ivory trade. 

                  Delegates at the U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Chile voted 59 to 26 to  let Botswana stage a one-off sale of 20  tonnes of ivory stockpiles in 2004. 

                  The organization also approved a similar bid by Namibia and was likely to back  ivory sales by two or three other African countries later in the day. 

                  Environmentalist groups opposed  loosening the ban, in force since 1989,  because they say it encourages poaching.

                  "This is a dangerous sign for the elephants of Africa," said Michael Wamithi of the International Fund for Animal  Welfare. 

                  "A lot of resources are going to have to be  put in place to prevent the avalanche of  poachers that are going to get into our  national parks and threaten our elephants," he added. 

                  The African elephant population  plummeted to 600,000 from about 1.2  million in a slaughter of elephants for their  tusks in the 1980s. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Financial Times (London) 

November 13, 2002, Wednesday London Edition 2 

 Ban on ivory trade lifted 

      Southern African countries were yesterday cleared in principle to resume trade in ivory after the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites), approved a series of one-off sales, worth about Dollars 6m (Pounds 3.8m). 

      The decision, which follows more than a week of heated debate, means South Africa, Botswana and Namibia  will be permitted to sell 60 tonnes of stockpiled elephant tusks after April 2004. However, similar proposals  by Zimbabwe and Zambia failed to win the necessay two-thirds majority. 

      Cites, which was formed in 1973, banned all trade in ivory in 1989 when it emerged that elephant      populations throughout Africa and Asia were at risk of extinction, after the slaughter of an estimated      700,000 animals in 10 years. 

      However, in 1997 it agreed to lift the ban partially to allow Botswana, Zimbabwe and Namibia to run down      ivory stockpiles with a one-off Dollars 5m sale to Japan. 

      The ivory debate has dominated the agenda at the Cites conference in Santiago, where the sale proposals      won backing from undecided delegates after a last-minute amendment which eliminated a call for annual      sales quotas. European countries were thought to have abstained, mainly because of fears that  investigations into elephant populations and poaching were still inconclusive. The US, however, appeared to  have softened its stance after the Africans backed down on the quotas. 

      African states - Kenya apart - have argued that they need to generate revenues from ivory to protect the      species from poaching and establish viable tourism. 

      Conservation groups say the legal trade in ivory only serves to drive up demand and encourage illegal      hunting and black market sales.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (London) 

November 13, 2002 

AFRICAN NATIONS TO TRADE IN IVORY 

       A SIGNIFICANT breach was made in the international ban on the ivory trade yesterday when two African      countries were given permission to sell large amounts of ivory from their national stockpiles. 

      Delegates at the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites), meeting in Santiago, Chile, narrowly voted to allow Botswana and Namibia a one-off sale of 30 tonnes of elephant tusks in 2004,  subject to strict conditions. Last night the conference was dealing with further applications to sell ivory from  South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The decision dismayed conservationists, who said it was likely to lead   to a renewal of the poaching that was driving the African elephant to extinction before the ban in 1989. 

      "We are going to start seeing elephants getting killed," said A O Bashir, of the Kenya Wildlife Service. "And  not only elephants but you are going to lose lives of rangers, of poachers." 

      The states say their elephants are plentiful and well-managed and that the ivory comes from animals that      have died naturally or been culled.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (London) 

November 13, 2002, Wednesday 

WILL THE ELEPHANT BE BACK ON ROAD TO EXTINCTION? 

      A National Parks employee peers over elephants tusks in 1997, when; Cites allowed a one-off sale of      stocks; The bodies of a family of elephants lying where poachers killed them last year in the Tsavo East      National Park,; Kenya Kenya Wildlife Services/Reuters 

      BODY: 

      PRECAUTIONS ARE promised. Safeguards are assured. But, whichever way you look at it, yesterday's      decision to let several African countries sell their ivory stockpiles will give an enormous boost to the      international ivory trade, which in the 1980s put elephants on the road to extinction. 

      Until it was outlawed by the UN's Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) in 989,

      the trade had sent African elephant populations plummeting. Poaching to supply the lucrative market meant  that numbers fell from 1.5 million in 1979 to 625,000 a decade later. The slaughter was out of control; by 1989, it was estimated that 70,000 elephants a year were being killed for their tusks. The theory behind      bringing in an outright ban was simple: if you have any legal trade at all, sooner or later illegal ivory will be      laundered into it. And the ban worked. The poaching rate slowed down considerably. The most recent      elephant figures, dating from a 1996 survey, put the African elephant population at about 450,000, but this      does not include figures from several of the elephant "range states" such as the Democratic Republic of      Congo, where war has made it impossible to come up with an accurate number. 

      The decisions taken at the Cites conference in Santiago, Chile, yesterday, to let substantial amounts of      ivory back on to the world market means that poachers once more will have something to aim at. More ivory      merchants will be active and more ivory carvers will set up shop, principally in the Far East, and many      thousands more people will acquire a taste for ivory ornaments and artefacts, above all in China where ivory      is favoured by the newly affluent middle class. Is this not an obvious new danger to the biggest land  mammal? 

      Those defending yesterday's decision put their faith in the strict and lengthy conditions attached to it,      directly aimed at preventing illegal ivory from entering legal markets. 

      They certainly sound thorough. The agreement requires the sales to be supervised through a rigorous      control system. They cannot occur before May 2004, to provide time for data to be gathered on population      and poaching levels, and for the Cites secretariat to verify and register ivory stocks. 

      The secretariat must also confirm whether any potential buyers can effectively regulate their domestic ivory  markets. Trade can be suspended if Cites finds either an exporting or an importing country to be      contravening the rules, and trade can be stopped if there is evidence that trade is leading to increased      poaching. 

      Cites is also establishing two long-term monitoring projects. The system for Monitoring Illegal Killing of      Elephants, or MIKE, seeks to measure and identify trends in poaching in Africa and Asia. It aims to assess      the factors driving elephant killings and determine whether such killings are linked to Cites decisions. Once      operational, MIKE will conduct population surveys at least once every two years at 45 sites in Africa and 15      in Asia, and will track the degree of law enforcement effort at these sites. 

      There will also be a new monitoring system specifically to track the illegal trade in elephant products, known as the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS), which is to collect data on product seizures, corruption,  domestic markets and economic variables. 

      This sounds impressive but critics say we have been here before. In 1997, Cites allowed a "one-off" sale of      nearly 50 tonnes of ivory from the stockpiles of Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe, and safeguards were      promised then - but did not materialise. 

      "The control systems which were promised in 1997 to monitor the illegal killing of elephants and problems      with the ivory trade are still not in place," said Allan Thornton, chairman of the Environmental Investigation      Agency (EIA), the charity that did much of the work to expose poaching and illegal trading prior to the ban. 

      "Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe promised that they would join the Lusaka Task Force, an African-based international wildlife enforcement body, and five and half years later none of them has joined." 

      The EIA contended in a recent report that the 1997 sale actually sparked an upsurge in illegal trade and    poaching, and highlighted big recent seizures of illegal ivory, including the largest yet since the ban, of 6.2      tonnes, equivalent to the tusks of 600 elephants, found in a container on a ship in Singapore in July. "The      facts are there and the ivory trade community is in denial about them," Mr Thornton said. "We are extremely      concerned that this new sale will have the same effect." 

      A number of other green groups were dismayed by yesterday's decision, with the International Fund for      Animal Welfare saying it could "spell doom for elephants". 

      But the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), which supports the "rational use" of wildlife by communities in Africa, took a more optimistic view. "It's probably the most precautionary decision Cites has ever taken," said Stuart Chapman, of WWF UK. "It carries both benefits and risk, and we will work hard to ensure that any decision taken to allow a sale fully considers not only potential benefits of ivory sales to local      communities in Southern Africa, which we support, but also the threats to elephants in both Africa and      Asia." 

      Willem Wijnstekers, Cites' secretary general, said: "While richer countries can often afford to promote      conservation through strict protection, many poorer nations must do so in ways that benefit local      communities ... In the African context, a conservation strategy based on sustainable use may offer elephants the best possible long-term future. The key is finding solutions that benefit states that rely on  tourism as well as those that seek income from elephant products.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

South China Morning Post 

November 13, 2002 

US SAYS IT WILL SUPPORT CONTROLLED TRADE IN AFRICAN IVORY 

      The United States has announced it would support the international trade of African ivory if strict    regulations were in place to control it. 

      The US delegation at the UN Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) on Monday in Santiago, Chile, offered a proposal to allow Botswana's government to sell nearly 45 tonnes of elephant ivory  worth millions of dollars. International trade in ivory has been illegal since a 1989 worldwide ban imposed by   the UN. 

      Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe have each made proposals seeking permission to sell  a total of 188 tonnes of ivory in a one-off sale. They also seek a yearly sale of ivory from stockpiles     collected from elephants culled in government-managed plans. 

      Elephants in most parts of Africa continue to recover from a decade-long scourge of poaching that reduced      the continent's herds from 1.3 million to 600,000 during the 1980s. But some nations say their elephant      management plans have been so successful that they have more elephants than their nation's parks can      accommodate. 

      The convention was set to vote on the US proposal yesterday. Associated Press
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Christian Science Monitor 

November 12, 2002, 

Old ivory ban faces fresh opposition 

 HIGHLIGHT: 

      160 nations will vote on whether to partially reopen the ivory trade, banned since 1989. 

      In this small city nestled deep in Congo's dense forest, small boys and a few grown men hawk trinkets near      the heavily fortified airport. Business is not brisk. The only buyers here are United Nations soldiers and the      occasional aid worker, neither of whom can easily transport home the illegally poached ivory. 

      "I can't take it home," says one South African soldier sadly, showing off a carved wooden boat rowed by five  two-inch tall ivory men that he bought for about $ 5. "I'll just keep it to decorate my tent until I go." The      Congo is one of handful of nations named in a recent UN-sponsored report as culprits in a growing illegal      ivory trade fueled by increasing Asian demand. 

      The roadside trinkets, say experts, are just the local leakage from an underground smuggling industry      responsible for the deaths of thousands of elephants a year. 

      Representatives from the 160 signatory nations to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered      Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) are meeting in Santiago, Chile. They were expected to vote      yesterday or today on whether to reopen the trade of ivory, which has been banned since 1989. 

      Conservationists credit the ivory ban for saving the elephant. They argue that reopening the legal trade      when poaching is already on the increase will make it impossible to police which ivory is legitimate and      which, like the ivory smuggled out of the Congo, is not. 

      "The ban on ivory destroyed the market," says Stanley Johnson, a senior researcher for the International      Fund for Animal Welfare and a former member of the European Parliament. "Allowing these sales is sending a      message that trade in ivory is back." 

      The five Southern African countries asking for the right to sell 192,000 pounds of stockpiled ivory and a      limited annual quota are the success stories of elephant protection. They say their parks are overflowing      with elephants - Kruger Park, the crown jewel of South Africa's national-park system, has an estimated      10,000 - and that selling ivory collected from natural deaths, seized from poachers, and leftover from  now-defunct culling programs could raise much-needed funds for their conservation efforts. 

      Experts estimate the ivory could sell for as much as $ 45 a pound, raising nearly $ 9 million for Southern      African conservation efforts. 

      But some conservationists say a previous experiment in reopening the trade failed. In 1997, CITES voted to  allow three Southern African countries to sell $ 5 million of ivory to Japan. Since that sale, seizures of illegal  ivory have increased, indicating to many conservationists that the trade in ivory has begun again in earnest.

      In 1989, when CITES imposed the ivory ban, more than 40,000 pounds of ivory were seized. By 1997, that      figure had dropped to 17,500. But in 1999, two years after CITES agreed to allow the one-time sale by Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe, that figure had more than doubled to 36,000. 

      Although the direct link between the increased poaching and the last CITES-approved sale is still a matter      of debate, conservation groups and Kenya, the African country most opposed to reopening sales, say the      uncertainty should be enough to stop the sales. 

      "The data shows that there was an increase of trade after that. Whether it was causal, we don't know,"      says Susan Lieberman, director of the World Wildlife Fund International's species program and head of WWF's   negotiating team in Santiago. "But we believe that considering the uncertainty, the trade needs to continue  to be tightly controlled until these new monitoring systems are fully operational." 

      Ultimately, no one at the CITES meeting really wants to see ivory adorning women's wrists or the keys of      grand pianos. Even the countries pushing for lifting the ban say they would be happy to see the ivory stay      off the market, but say they need more money for conservation. 

      "If someone wants to buy our ivory and burn it, we will sell it," says Mavuso Msimang, chief executive of      South Africa's national parks and head of the country's negotiating team. "Because believe you me, we need      the money." 

__________________________________________________________________________

ENS

U.S. Surprises CITES with Support of Ivory Trade 
                      SANTIAGO, Chile, November 11, 2002 (ENS) - Members of the international                      nongovernmental coalition Species Survival Network were "shocked" to hear  the United States offer a plan today that would allow for a renewed international commercial trade in stockpiled elephant ivory within the next  three years. 

                      The U.S. amendment language came without warning at the 12th conference  of Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species  (CITES) during debate over a proposal from Botswana to allow the trade in 20  metric tons of ivory and also allow for an annual quota for ivory sales. 

                      The U.S. language was announced moments before the European Union announced its opposition to the ivory trade at this time. 

                                       Judge Craig Manson, assistant secretary for fish and wildlife and parks in the U.S. Department of the Interior, is head of the  U.S. delegation to the CITES conference. (Photo courtesy U.S.                                       Interior Department)

                                       The head of the United States delegation, Judge Craig Manson, admitted at a briefing this evening  that the United States had not shared its amendment  language with either the European Union, or the  ivory trade proponent countries before offering it on  the floor, said Adam Roberts, senior research           associate for the Animal Welfare Institute, a  Washington, DC based member organization of the Species Survival Network.

                      The newly articulated U.S. position comes as a surprise because on the  second day of the CITES conference, November 4, Judge Manson said the United States "remains concerned regarding any resumption in this trade  because of potential effects on elephant populations and ongoing monitoring  efforts." 

                      Judge Manson is assistant secretary for fish and wildlife and parks in the U.S. Department of the Interior. A former California Superior Court judge, he   previously served as general counsel for the California Department of Fish  and Game. 

                      Judge Manson admitted to receiving 12,000 emails objecting to any relaxation  in the ivory trade ban from concerned citizens in the last 48 hours. 

                      "The United States continues to be strongly committed to African elephant conservation," he said on November 4. "Regardless of the decision reached by  the 160 nations that are part of CITES, ivory imports to the United States  will continue to be prohibited under both the Endangered Species Act and the  African Elephant Conservation Act." 

                      Botswana is one of five African countries that has proposed at this CITES  meeting to resume the international ivory trade. The other countries are South Africa, Zimbabwe, Namibia and Zambia. Together, all five countries have  proposed to export 87 metric tons of stockpiled ivory, the tusks of about 11,000 elephants. 

                      The countries also asked permission to export a total of 13 metric tons of ivory on an annual basis. 

                      Each proposal is being considered separately at the CITES meeting.  Botswana, the first to be considered, is seeking to export 20 metric tons of  ivory at first and then four metric tons annually thereafter. 

                      Elephant in Kenya (Photo courtesy Kenya Wildlife Service)

                      Kenya and India are opposed to the resumption  of the elephant ivory trade. They have proposed                      to the CITES meeting that all African elephant  populations be listed on CITES Appendix I  which prohibits international trade. 

                      "Why on earth did the U.S. not share its  language with the EU?" asked Will Travers,              president of the Species Survival Network and CEO of the Born Free Foundation. He warns that  the U.S. decision may undermine the European Union´s strong position against the ivory trade. 

                      "An agreement could have been worked out that pleased all relevant Parties if the U.S. had not acted unilaterally. The EU clearly stated that the ivory trade should not resume before the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties to   CITES in 2005 has agreed to this trade. The U.S. must incorporate this timing                 in its amendment language before it is voted upon tomorrow," Travers demanded. 

                      Elephant conservationists fear that restarting the legal ivory would act as a  mask for an illegal trade based on poached elephants that is already thriving. 

                      Poaching has wiped out over 3,600 elephants in the last two years and customs officials around the world have intercepted at least 50 metric tons of illegal ivory in the same period, warns Susie Watts who chairs the Species  Survival Network's Elephant Working Group. 

                      African countries have agreed by consensus to the re-opening of ivory trade  under strict regulations. The agreement was reached at a late October meeting  of 24 of the 37 African elephant range states, that is the countries inhabited by elephants. 

                      Kenya has entered a formal reservation to the African agreement on ivory trade announced at the African Elephant Range States Dialogue, questioning  the process by which the compromise was achieved, and the role of the CITES  Secretariat in leading the negotiations 

                                                    Elephants that die of natural causes   provide tusks that end up in government                                          stockpiles. (Photo courtesy Federation of American Scientists)

                                                    The Kenya/India proposal was  not discussed when negotiating   a compromise despite the fact  that a number of countries  expressed support for the  proposal, and India, a                                                   co-proponent on the Kenya  proposal was not permitted to  attend the meeting. 

                                                    Kenya Wildlife Service Director Joseph Kioko objects to the  renewed ivory trade because, he says, previous ivory quota  systems devised by CITES failed to protect elephants because enormous and  growing markets in the East had the capacity to consume more ivory than  Africa could legally supply, resulting in enormous volumes of illegal ivory  trafficking. 

                      Under Appendix II, which permits trade under strict regulations, even with an  ivory quota system, African elephants were predicted to decline to extinction  within 10 years. Between 1979 and 1989, the African elephant population declined by 53 percent, Kioko points out. 

                      By 1989, it was estimated that 90 percent of ivory in trade came from poached elephants. The 1989 CITES ivory trade ban is working, says Kioko, as  evidenced by the fact that in the 10 years after the ban, the continental  African elephant population was no longer in decline. 

                      Many of the causes of the failure of the Appendix II listing and ivory quota  system are still a threat to elephant populations today, Kioko warns. "These  include poor regulations, corruption, access to arms, poor enforcement, no   monitoring, and the existence of numerous loopholes." 

                      Delegates to the CITES conference must vote on the elephant ivory trade  issue in plenary session before the conference closes November 15.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

November 12, 2002, 

Poachers kill elephants and rhino in series of hunts in Kruger Park 

      DATELINE: Johannesburg 

      Poachers have killed a number of elephants and rhinoceroses in a series of illegal hunts in South Africa's

      Kruger National Park, park officials said Tuesday. 

      Confirming reports by ecologists about poachers' activities, William Mabasa, spokesman for the park, told

      Deutsche Presse-Agentur, dpa: "In any conservation area you cannot eliminate poaching completely." 

      The series of poaching had begun in May, he said without confirming the number of animals dead as a result.  According to ecologists, eight elephants and eight rhinoceroses had been killed by the poachers. Both      species are endangered and protected under the CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered      Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Nonetheless, both rhinoceros horn and elephant tusk are sought after on      the black market. 

      Mabasa said, the gang responsible for killing the rhinoceroses had been arrested in Mathulu in the province      of Mpumalanga, adding "We managed to get the rhino horn." 

      "The syndicate for the elephants in the north (of the park) has been identified - they are sitting in Maputo      (the capital of Mozambique)," Mabasa told dpa, adding that contacts had been made with the authorities in

      the Mozambique capital on the matter. 

      South Africa's Kruger National Park is currently due to be enlarged by areas of neighbouring Mozambique.

      News of the poachings came as the 12th Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) was still ongoing in Santiago, Chile. 

      At the meeting, South Africa is leading a campaign - together with its neighbours Zimbabwe, Namibia,      Botswana and Zambia - to lift the 1990 ban on trading African ivory, a proposal which has been strongly      criticized by environmental organizations such as the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). 

      The South African countries argue that the sale of ivory would help finance protection programmes for the      pachyderms whereas conservationists fear that the legalisation of the trade would increase the number of      poachers. 

      Besides declaring the trade with African ivory illegal, CITES in 1975 banned the trade with ivory from Asian elephants. dpa rk emc

_________________________________________________________________________________________

South Africa Press Association

PRIVATE
November 11 2002 at 01:38PM
   Stopping Africa's deserts 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Quickwire"

Nairobi - Stopping Africa's deserts from creeping further into fertile land is the aim of a 50-million-dollar project launched on Monday by the United Nations.

The UN Global Environment Facility announced funding for the Desert Margins Programme to work in dryland areas of nine African countries, including South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe.

The funding is to help researchers find out how plants survive on the edges of deserts and how farmers can restore fertility to arid lands, then apply the results to land in danger of becoming desert, officials told a news conference in the Kenyan capital Nairobi.

"This project is not only an environment project, it's also a poverty-alleviation project," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme.

About two-thirds of Africa's land mass is classified as desert or dryland. 

About 22 million people live at the edges of great African deserts like the Sahara and Kalahari, trying to eke out a living where rainfall averages 20 to 60cm annually.

People have survived in such places for centuries through nomadic lifestyles, but they are more frequently choosing to settle, increasing the rate of environmental damage, said Henry Cheruiyot of the Kenyan Agricultural Research Institute.

Such people "know the environment is being degraded but they sometimes don't have alternative sources of livelihood," said Saidou Koala, co-ordinator of the Desert Margins Programme based in Naimey, Niger.

"Unless rural communities are provided with alternative livelihoods, it will be difficult for them to adopt biodiversity conservation strategies," Koala told the news conference.

He said the funding will allow the programme to help communities find new sources of income and to put in place action plans for reversing the advance of deserts. - Sapa-DPA 
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EFE

AFRICA-MEDIO AMBIENTE 

         Sabiduría indígena crucial para luchar contra la desertificación

         por Isabel Coello Nairobi, 11 nov (EFE).- Los conocimientos ancestrales de tribus que habitan a         orillas de los desiertos africanos son cruciales en las estrategias para frenar el deterioro de esos        ecosistemas, afirmaron hoy los responsables de un nuevo programa contra la desertificación.

         Nueve países subsaharianos -Botsuana, Burkina Faso, Kenia, Mali, Namibia, Níger, Senegal,         Sudáfrica y Zimbabue- lanzaron hoy un proyecto para estudiar las causas del deterioro ambiental  de las zonas áridas y desarrollar planes de acción para evitar que estas áreas se conviertan en desiertos en los próximos años.

         "Tribus y comunidades locales han sobrevivido en zonas áridas durante miles de años, en condiciones muy duras, por lo que su manera de hacer frente a un ecosistema hostil es algo que  debe valorarse y tenerse en cuenta", dijo a EFE Timo Maukonen, responsable de la Unidad de Evaluación y Detección Rápida del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente   (PNUMA).

         Africa es muy vulnerable a los procesos de desertificación, con más del 50 por ciento de su   territorio bajo un riesgo alto o muy alto, según el último informe del PNUMA sobre el continente. Las áreas en mayor peligro son precisamente las márgenes de los desiertos, que representan un cinco por ciento de la superficie del continente y están habitadas por 22 millones de personas.  Durante siglos, los moradores de estos lugares han desarrollado estrategias para sobrevivir a  pesar de la escasa lluvia, lo que les ha permitido plantar pequeños cultivos y criar ganado sin  sacrificar la fertilidad de la tierra.  Pero el aumento de la población, junto con el abandono de los métodos tradicionales de   agricultura en favor de las técnicas occidentales, han incrementado la presión ambiental sobre  estos frágiles ecosistemas.  Debido a la globalización de los mercados y la caída en los precios del café o del té, los   agricultores han tenido que cambiar de cultivo y, en un esfuerzo por aumentar la productividad,  han sobre-explotado el terreno, que es cada vez menos fértil y propenso a la desertificación.         El abandono del nomadismo y el asentamiento permanente de muchas tribus ha traído asimismo  la sobreexplotación de recursos como el agua y la vegetación.   Según Maukonen, "el problema subyacente es la gran pobreza de estas poblaciones y la escasa atención que reciben de sus gobiernos, pues viven en zonas remotas y no realizan  manifestaciones de protesta en las capitales".   El nuevo programa contra el avance de los desiertos, que recibe fondos del PNUMA por valor de     50 millones de dólares, analizará las causas de la degradación de la tierra en lugares elegidos en   cada uno de los países participantes. "El análisis combinará el trabajo de los mejores científicos con las aportaciones de las  comunidades locales rurales", explicó Saidou Koala, coordinador de la iniciativa.    Koala recalcó que este enfoque es "nuevo en Africa" pero se mostró convencido de que "el     resultado será una política más acertada para afrontar los problemas de estas zonas y con más   posibilidades de ser aceptada por las tribus que las habitan, pues ellas mismas habrán  participado en su elaboración".  El objetivo del programa "es lograr un desarrollo a largo plazo que sea sostenible tanto para las comunidades como para el ecosistema", concluyó.  Las sabanas de Matabelelandia en Zimbabue, la franja entre Sudán y Senegal del sahel, o los  asentamientos de Kargi, en Kenia, son algunos de los lugares que serán sometidos a estudio.  Los expertos consideran que la vegetación única y la diversidad genética que se concentra en  las márgenes de los desiertos puede aportar materia prima de gran valor para la investigación        médica y agrícola. EFE ic/jm/vh

_________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

Afrique: le PNUE teste des méthodes locales contre la dé sertification 

NAIROBI, 11 nov (AFP) - Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) a entrepris de tester sur place des méthodes locales de lutte contre la désertification en Afrique, a annoncé son directeur exécutif lundi à Nairobi. 

"Nous avons répertorié de nombreuses méthodes traditionnelles qui étaient utilisées par les populations locales et nous étudions leurs effets", a déclaré Klaus Toepfer à la presse, à l'occasion du lancement de la deuxiè ;me phase du programme "Marges du désert" du PNUE. 

Les populations des zones pré-désertiques africaines ont mis au point des méthodes de survie dans des conditions difficiles, é levant du bétail et cultivant la terre sans dégrader l'environnement, a-t-il expliqué. 

Cette deuxième phase du programme, qui représente un investissement de 50 millions de dollars, concerne des régions arides au Mali, au Sénégal, au Burkina Faso, au Niger, en Afrique du sud, en Namibie, au Zimbabwe, au Botswana et au Kenya, a-t-il précisé. 

"Les experts pensent que la diversité d'espèces subsistant dans ces zones pourraient constituer un véritable trésor, et fournir par exemple au XXIe siècle des médicaments et des produits pour l'agriculture et l'industrie", souligne un document du PNUE diffusé à cette occasion. 

La population du district de Marsabit, zone aride du nord du Kenya, utilise par exemple nombre de plantes pour soigner les maladies du bétail, a souligné Henry Cheruiyot, de l'Institut de recherche agricole du Kenya (KARI). 

"Etant donné que certains de ces remèdes traditionnels fonctionnent parfois mieux que la médecine conventionnelle, nous allons aider à les faire avancer", a-t-il ajouté. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Greening Africa's Deserts

Reuters story picked up by Al Jazeera 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire 

November 12, 2002 

POVERTY, HIV/AIDS POSE CHALLENGE TO ENVIRONMENT 

      Gaborone, Botswana (PANA) - Poverty and HIV/AIDS have been described as the greatest hindrances to

      sustainable development as well as environmental conservation in Botswana. 

      Addressing delegates at the just opened Global Environment Facilities Programme (GEF), MP Ambrose Masalila called on participants to help poor rural communities get assistance from the programme to enable them carry out development as well as environmental conservation activities. Masalila noted that while  non-governmental organisations in Botswana were making commendable efforts to tackle environmental      challenges and problems posed by HIV/AIDS, they still faced serious financial handicaps and lacked the

      capacity to implement programmes. 

      He called on the programme whose responsibility is, among other things, to fund community based

      environmental conservation initiatives to come to the assistance of these organisations. 

      Speaking at the fourth GEF bi-annual conference, UN Development Programme resident representative to

      Botswana, Comfort Teteh, noted that funding agencies, including UNEP and the World Bank, were aware of the crucial role, played by local communities towards sustainable environmental conservation. 

      In addition, she said the small grants directed at local communities in the last 10 years that the programme      has been in existence, had demonstrated that these communities can achieve sustainable growth and     development. 

      The GEF small grants programme, Teteh said, was set up 10 years ago to test small-scale initiatives and      strategies by NGOs to conserve the environment. 

      The programme has a pilot funding mechanism that assists 131 countries, including Botswana, address global   environmental challenges.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

CNN

Chips cost environment dear

               The chip places a great burden on the environment Next time you buy a new computer, you should consider  the cost to the environment of the faster and more  powerful chip in the box, say researchers. 

               A study by a team at the United Nations University in Tokyo has found that, weight for weight, the average computer chip does more harm to the environment than  the car. 

               The manufacture of the tiny, wafer-thin slivers of silicon  leaves behind a mountain of waste. 

               "In order to produce one memory chip that weighs two grams, the total amount of materials and fossil fuels  required to make that chip is 1,400 grams. That's 700  times the weight of the original chip," said Dr Eric               Williams. 

               Computer lifespan 

               The researchers looked at all  the chemicals, including fossil   fuels such as coal, involved in

               turning raw quartz into a 32MB RAM microchip. 

               They found that far more  materials, such as fuels and solvents, are needed for their

               manufacture of a chip compared to other electronic  products. This is because of the tiny size of the chip and  need to keep it free of dirt and dust. 

               Dr Williams' team was surprised by the results of their  study, particularly when it was compared to the amount of  material consumed in the manufacture of a typical car. 

                 What could be done to protect the environment from  chip waste? 

               "The ratio of 700 for the microchip compared to a ratio of  two for the car was much larger than we were expecting,"  he told the BBC programme Go Digital. 

               Cutting costs 

               "It is important to learn that the microchip is not environmentally free because that has an effect on how  people choose to use the equipment," he said. 

               "In the industrialised world,   the lifetime of personal computers is very short,  typically two to three years, so the fact that one buys a  new computer so quickly  substantially increases the  environmental impact of owning the device." 

               The computer market is a  competitive industry and  manufacturers try as much  as possible to cut the costs. 

               But Dr Williams said  companies could do more by looking at the different   processes used to make a  chip, including the use of chemicals. 

               "It is not clear there has been enough effort to reduce  the energy bill and the total materials used," he said. 

               Should chip manufacturers be forced to take account of damage to the environment? Would you be willing to pay   more for a new computer? Or should we keep our computers for more than just a few years? Send us you  comments.

               The problem cuts both ways really. Consumers consume and they vote with their money. As long as people  continue to obsess over faster and more powerful products, the Intels, the AMD's and the Microsofts of the  world will continue to deliver; thereby constantly raising   the bar and the demand for hi-tech products. After all,   the desire and the consumption is what drives the bottom line. While that cycle persists, our governments  are unlikely to take a hand in controlling the situation for fear of derailing what little momentum exists in the   hi-tech industry. My suggestion is to stop wanting and  start living. JH, USA 

               Environmental damage due to fossil fuels is a   government/industry problem, but responsibility for

               less toxic materials falls squarely with the  semiconductor industry.  Kevin Parkin, USA 

               We should all take account of the damage we do to the environment. We know how much damage we cause but  choose to ignore it, very soon it will be far too late.  Steve Bell, UK 

               The problems with the current economic climate is that companies that emit pollution or highly toxic chemicals  do not account for the damage that their products and   processes cause society or the environment. The true   cost of output and therefore the product, should reflect  costs to society as well.     Michael Redden, USA 

               Both computer chip manufacturers and consumers  should take into account environmental impact, which should be quantified and reflected in the market price.  Then, consumers will consume more judiciously and manufacturers will compete to develop innovative  solutions to these problems.  Jessica Barry, USA 

               Jacking up the price of harmful consumerism is not entirely fair because it does not affect the wealthy.  Controls should be implemented across the board, so  that everyone contributes to reducing damage to the  environment.   Fred, Peru 

               Government should lead the initiative by publicising the  issues. Perhaps one idea to address the problems would be an energy labelling scheme similar to that used on sales of white goods. This might in turn encourage   people to consciously choose less environmentally  damaging goods.   Jon Morris, UK 

               It is imperative to take a clear measures towards companies directly involved in chip making to start

               thinking about this and if possible to switch gradually to  alternative raw materials or sustainable technology.   Peter J Nyaronga, United States 

               Chip manufacturers should of course take steps to   reduce the impact to the environment of the

               manufacture, transport, use and disposal of their  product. It would be better if computers were made to  be upgraded, rather than replaced. If computers were built to be upgraded, this would significantly extend the life of the computer materials, be nicer for your pocket, and reduce the impact to the environment.             Graeme, Sweden 

               Manufacturers should take account of the damage to the environment. I am not against faster chips but the true  cost should reflected not hidden away. Louis    Louis, Canada 

               Send us your comments:   Name:   Your E-mail Address: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

November 13, 2002

African States Differ On Ivory Trade Resumption

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The 160 states at the African Elephant Range dialogue have hit a stalemate with the Secretariat on whether to permit resumption of a highly regulated trade in ivory from Africa. The decision was reached after the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of the Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) in Santiago, Chile, was told resumption of ivory sale may lead to increased poaching in affected regions. Earlier in the 12th Cites summit, Kenya and India voiced opposition to the renewed sale of what they termed illegal ivory arguing the move may lead to illegal killing of elephants in their countries. However, other African states including Botswana, South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe agreed with the Cites Secretariat that

there should be resumed sale of government stocks under strict regulation. The latter proposed that sale of existing ivory be resumed followed by annual quota. Income from the sales should be used to fund elephant conservation projects for the benefit of local communities.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211120151.html
Sahelian nations discuss plans for Japan water summit 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (PANA) - Water and environment experts from countries of the Inter-State Committee for the Fight against Drought in the Sahel (CILSS) are discussing a sub-regional plan of actions to present at the water forum scheduled next March in Japan. Organised here on Monday by the World Conservation Union (IUCN), the World Water Partnership and CILSS, the three-day workshop will examine ways that would help the West African sub-region to henceforth adjust to weather changes. With the theme "Dialogue on Water and Weather Changes," the meeting is aimed at a responsible management of water and natural resources.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027165&dte=12/11/2002
Drought and Lack of Food Aid Threaten Millions of Ethiopians

World Food Programme (Rome): The UN World Food Programme today warned that it is increasingly concerned about the lack of food aid pledges needed to help feed millions of Ethiopians threatened by starvation early next year. Severe food shortages are already expected in January unless donor pledges quickly materialize. WFP alone needs US$80 million worth of food for the first quarter of 2003, and a similar amount is needed in bilateral contributions to the Government and NGOs. With a serious drought worsening in many regions of Ethiopia, the number of people needing food aid is expected to rise sharply from the current six million to between 10 to 14 million people in 2003.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211120374.html
Poverty, HIV/AIDS pose challenge to environment 

Gaborone, Botswana (PANA) - Poverty and HIV/AIDS have been described as the greatest hindrances to sustainable development as well as environmental conservation in Botswana.  Addressing delegates at the just opened Global Environment Facilities Programme (GEF), MP Ambrose Masalila called on participants to help poor rural communities get assistance from the programme to enable them carry out development as well as environmental conservation activities. Masalila noted that while non-governmental organisations in Botswana were making commendable efforts to tackle environmental challenges and problems posed by HIV/AIDS, they still faced serious financial handicaps and lacked the capacity to implement programmes.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027247&dte=12/11/2002
Minister says donors have failed Mozambique on flood relief 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - Only half of the money pledged by foreign donors to Mozambique for reconstruction after the devastating floods of February 2000 has been disbursed, according to Public Works Minister Roberto White. The Mozambican government, working closely with the UN had launched an appeal for post-flood reconstruction estimated at 450 million US dollars, which was presented at a donors' conference in Rome in May 2000. The donors pledged some 470.9 million dollars. But two years later, White told the Mozambican parliament that only 56 percent of the money or 238.5 million dollars had been received.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027233&dte=12/11/2002
Scramble for Non-GM Stock to Feed Refugees

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: A government ban on genetically-modified (GM) foods has resulted in a scramble to source stock to feed the thousands of refugees camped in Zambia. The World Food Programme (WFP) was forced to distribute US-donated milled GM maize to refugees in the first week of November, as the government ban was announced on 29 October, giving the agency little time to source non-GM food. The Zambian government banned GM grain due to concerns over the health and environmental impacts of GM organisms.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211120314.html
Moosa Given Powers to Protect Environment

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental and tourism minister Mohammed Valli Moosa has been given more powers to protect the environment. In Cape Town yesterday, the National Assembly unanimously supported the National Environmental Management Amendment Bill, aimed at giving the minister powers to introduce measures aimed at preventing activities that threaten the environment. Environmental Affairs and Tourism Portfolio Committee chairperson Gwen Mahlangu-Nkabinde introduced the Amendment Bill to Parliament's National Assembly. All parties in the House supported the Bill. According to the department, the amendments will provide measures to prohibit, restrict or control activities that are likely to have a detrimental effect on the environment, including the driving of 4x4 vehicles on beaches.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211120618.html
Rwanda And Burundi to Join the Bid to Save Lake Victoria

New Vision (Kampala): THE Lake Victoria Region Local Authorities Co-operation (LVRLAC) is to expand to include Rwanda and Burundi, in a bid to protect and conserve the waters and surrounding areas of Lake Victoria. Dr. Julius Odongo LVRLAC's secretary general says the organisation took this decision because both Rwanda and Burundi partly share the waters of the lake. "What these countries do in regard to their environment ultimately affects Lake Victoria and its surroundings," he says. Odongo says the protection of Lake Victoria does not necessarily have to be undertaken by only the countries that share it directly, but even those who link with its tributaries.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211120284.html
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Topical News Issues
The eco-tourism juggernaut 
The Hindu (Magazine), Nov 13, 2002 - Eco-tourism should not be regarded as a passing fad or a gimmick, but rather as one of the trump cards of ... tourism. And for a simple reason. It is crucial to the problem of developing a balanced, sustainable and responsible tourism sector. In a year that the U.N. has declared as the International Year of Ecotourism, PANKAJ SEKHSARIA looks at how India fares…
The stakeholders 
…In this framework the World Tourism Organisation (WTO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) organised a pioneering forum earlier this year that was conducted solely online. The prime objective was to provide easy access for a wide range of stakeholders involved in ecotourism to exchange experiences and voice comments. The discussion was focussed on four main themes: Theme 1: Ecotourism Policy and Planning: The Sustainability Challenge; Theme 2: Regulation of Ecotourism: Institutional Responsibilities and Frameworks; Theme 3: Product Development, Marketing and Promotion of Ecotourism: Fostering Sustainable Products and Consumers and Theme 4: Monitoring Costs and Benefits of Ecotourism: Ensuring Equitable Distribution among all Stakeholders. 
http://216.239.33.100/search?q=cache:DldqaNqOxAYJ:www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/mag/2002/11/03/stories/2002110300520100.htm+UNEP&hl=en&ie=UTF-8 

Joint Press Statement By H.E. Mr Nabiel Makarim,State Minister Of The Environment, Indonesia And H.E. Mr Lim Swee Say,Minister For The Environment, Singapore, 12 Nov 2002
SG News, Tue 12 Nov 2002 - At the invitation of Mr Lim Swee Say, Minister for the Environment, Singapore, Mr Nabiel Makarim made his first official visit to Singapore as Indonesian State Minister of the Environment on 12 Nov 02. He was accompanied by Mr Aboejoewono Aboeprajitno, Assistant to the Minister for Global Environment Affairs, and Ms Masnellyarti Hilman, Deputy Minister for Environmental Management.
During the visit, the Ministers exchanged views on the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. The two Ministers also shared with each other their Ministries’ respective approaches towards meeting the challenges of environmental sustainability.
The Ministers agreed that human resource development was one important dimension to be addressed in any nation’s pursuit of sustainable development. They further agreed that Indonesia and Singapore should accord more resources to jointly undertaking capacity-building projects aimed at furthering human resource development in the environmental management field.
http://www.environmentpost.com/p/63/ba327e1a6638.html?id=ff0f34 

Change flows down the Mekong - Chinese actions that affect the flow of the Mekong have a bearing on countries further downstream. Clearly, nothing should be done without a careful study beforehand.
The Bangkok Post, Nov 13, 2002 (Focus-YU XIAOGANG) - China's central government two weeks ago ratified the country's first-ever law requiring an environmental impact assessment to be incorporated in the planning and decision-making for all large-scale infrastructure projects.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/13Nov2002_news42.html 

India, Bangladesh issue storm warnings
CALCUTTA, India - Indian and Bangladeshi authorities issued storm warnings yesterday, saying heavy rain expected later in the day could trigger floods and cause damage in low-lying areas.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18554/story.htm 

________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP and UN in the News

U.S. Surprises CITES with Support of Ivory Trade

SANTIAGO, Chile, November 11, 2002 (ENS) - Members of the international nongovernmental coalition Species Survival Network were "shocked" to hear the United States offer a plan today that would allow for a renewed international commercial trade in stockpiled elephant ivory within the next three years. 

The U.S. amendment language came without warning at the 12th conference of Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) during debate over a proposal from Botswana to allow the trade in 20 metric tons of ivory and also allow for an annual quota for ivory sales. The U.S. language was announced moments before the European Union announced its opposition to the ivory trade at this time. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/nov2002/2002-11-11-05.asp
General Environment News

Gates gives $100m for India Aids fight

New Delhi – 12 November. Bill Gates, the world's richest philanthropist, yesterday gave $100m to fight the spread of HIV-Aids in India, in what was his foundation's largest single donation. The move comes amid growing concern about the threat of a sub-Saharan Africa-style epidemic in India, which already has 4m people infected with HIV, second only to South Africa.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021112000490&query=Gates+gives&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Tropical future for UK gardens as climate changes

LONDON (Reuters) -- Green-fingered Britons could soon be growing bananas and avocados instead of lupins and rhododendrons as a result of climate change, according to leading horticulturists. The report's author, Richard Bisgrove from Reading University, said the climate changes over the next 80 years could threaten some native plants, but would also give fresh opportunities to gardeners…The report is based on trends set out in the government's UK Climate Impacts Program. 

http://www.cnn.com/2002/TECH/science/11/11/britain.tropical.reut/index.html
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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ENVIRONMENT:
World Bank Continues to Back Polluting Incinerators 

Emad Mekay 

The World Bank Group continues to fund projects around the globe that include highly polluting incinerators, while it maintains that it is pouring money into plans to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gases, civil society activists say. 

Last week, the World Bank launched a new 100-million-dollar fund aimed at financing projects in developing countries that could reduce emissions of greenhouse gases associated with global warming. 

WASHINGTON, Nov 11 (IPS) - The World Bank Group continues to fund projects around the globe that include highly polluting incinerators, while it maintains that it is pouring money into plans to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gases, civil society activists say. 

Last week, the World Bank launched a new 100-million-dollar fund aimed at financing projects in developing countries that could reduce emissions of greenhouse gases associated with global warming. 

The BioCarbon Fund, a public-private partnership, aims to encourage public and private investment in carbon reduction projects in developing nations, in line with the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on global warming. 

But Monica Wilson, field director with Essential Action, a civil society group lobbying the Bank to end funding for polluting incinerators, says that the programme illustrates that double standards are rampant at the Washington-based institution. 

Wilson says that Bank publications and advice to southern countries continue to back waste incineration, largely failing to address current research on the technology's environmental and economic downsides, at the same time that the institution is launching funds to fight pollution and global warming. 

''They are either wilfully deceiving people, or simply, their right hand does not know what the left is doing,'' Wilson said. 

Incineration is known to create so-called persistent organic pollutants (POPs), including furans and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 

POPs are especially dangerous because they bio-accumulate, bio-amplify, resist decomposition and are capable of being transported great distances, thus threatening human lives and ecosystems around the world. 

Incinerators are also the world's primary source of dioxins, which have been shown to cause a wide range of cancers, immune system damage, and reproductive and developmental problems. 

The devices are used to treat various types of waste, including pesticides and medical waste, prompting fears among environmentalists and local communities about toxic air pollution that results from what they consider an uneconomical process. 

Because of health risks, incinerators have grown unpopular in developed countries like the United States and Japan and in countries that are large-scale borrowers from the Bank, such as India. 

Environmentalist say that although the World Bank is publicly committed to reducing POPS in some areas, via the Global Environment Facility (GEF) programme, a number of its documents still promote incineration of pesticides, medical wastes, polyvinyl chloride (PVC) by-products and PCBs ¡ a charge vehemently denied by the Bank. 

''I don't know any publications from the Bank that advocate incineration. I am not aware of any of them,'' said Steve Gorman, senior environmental specialist at the Bank. 

''The basic standard that we mostly use talks about incineration as an alternative and you'd really have to go through quite a number of ideas first and through a review before you could come to that conclusion. We try and get them (borrowers) to minimise waste before going into the final solution of incineration.'' 

In September, the Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA), a Philippines-based alliance of environmental groups, released a report that found that the World Bank Group, including its private-sector arm the International Finance Corporation, continued to back incineration, despite intense criticism in many countries. 

The report documented 156 World Bank Group projects in 68 countries over the last 10 years that have promoted incineration, of which 26 were initiated since 2001. 

These included two projects in Argentina and Brazil that recommended incinerating PCBs, an Indian scheme that suggested incinerating PVC by-products, and another Indian project that recommended an incinerator at a pesticide plant. 

Wilson acknowledges that incinerators tend to be included as a subset of Bank projects and that the Bank does not explicitly fund the technology ¡ but says that this could pose an even more serious challenge. 

''They seem to be almost an afterthought. It looks like when the World Bank is funding projects, they do not take waste into consideration until the very end, instead of starting from the beginning of things by saying 'how can we reduce waste, how can we make this a clean process if it is an industrial project'?'' she said. 

The Bank, she says, ''doesn't include thinking about the long-term consequences of these solutions. It merely is throwing a little bit of money at the problem and hoping that could solve it''. 

Wilson's and other groups are urging alternatives to incinerators, of which there are many, depending on the waste being produced. Cleaner production, reduction of waste to be land filled, or intensive recycling programmes are some options. 

The groups say it should be easy to phase out incinerators because they tend to be small parts of much larger projects. 

But the Bank says that no other technologies have proven effective in dealing with certain kinds of waste. 

''The prime way of disposing of hazardous and infectious waste is incineration,'' said Gorman. ''We'd be willing to look at other alternative technologies,'' he added, ''but at this point of time, they are not available''. 

Wilson said their lobbying of the Bank has been unsuccessful. 

''They have been willing to meet with us. The dialogue has been going on for years. We haven't seen any concrete changes especially in the most dangerous categories of waste they are considering for funding.'' (END)

www.tierramerica.nert
Mesoamerica Fails in Environmental Education




By Néfer Muñoz*
More than 80 percent of the population does not know the meaning of the expression "sustainable development", according to a survey conducted in rural areas of Central America and southern Mexico. And only a minority understands the significance of problems like climate change or species extinction.
SAN JOSE - A study conducted by the Bimsa polling firm at the behest of the Mesoamerican Biological Corridor (MBC) found that the public in this Central American and southern Mexican region are unaware of the importance of the concept "sustainable development" -- economic growth that maintains social equality and environmental preservation. 

In a sample of 4,000 people, 82.8 percent had never heard of sustainable development. Mexico and Guatemala earned the lowest marks on this question: 92.4 and 87.8 percent, respectively, said they did not know about the idea. 

Costa Rica had the highest grade as it had the most survey respondents (29.2 percent) who said they indeed knew what sustainable development was. 

The Bimsa study covered the respondents' use of the communications media, perception of environmental problems, knowledge of the environment in general, and particular, of protected areas. The participants were also asked if they were aware of the MBC, an inter-governmental initiative to restore the chain of biodiversity extending through the region. 

Bimsa conducted the survey in late 2001 and early 2002 in Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and the Mexican states of Quintana Roo and Yucatán. It covered men and women ages 18 to 55, with 60 percent from rural areas. 

Among those who said they were aware of the sustainable development concept, 12.8 percent said it means "coexisting with nature without damaging it", 11.3 percent said it means "national development without harming the environment", 7.3 percent interpreted it as "overcoming hardship through community action" and 6.9 percent as "taking care of the environment". 

"Although environmental education has improved in the last 10 years, only a minority of the population understands concepts like climate change or species extinction," Lorenzo Cardenal, director of the Regional Project for MBC Consolidation, told Tierramérica. 

In regards to the meaning of the word "environment", 47 percent of those surveyed told Bimsa it means "everything that surrounds us", 7.3 percent "where we live", 6.4 percent mentioned "fresh air", and six percent said it is "nature". 
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UNEP
UNEP Launches New Project to Protect African Environment

الأمم المتحدة تطرح مشروعا جديدا لحماية البيئة الأفريقية
http://www.aljazeera.net/science_tech/2002/11/11-12-1.htm
WATER

Could Israel die of thirst?

Frank J. Gaffney Jr.- The Washington Times

Yesterday, the Washington area was drenched by a steady, hours-long downpour that began at night and continued into the day. As the rain fell, a natural first reaction was gratitude that the drought that had been afflicting our region would be eased somewhat as reservoirs, rivers and wells inched back toward normal levels.

No such relief is in prospect for Israel, an arid nation that even in good times contends with water shortfalls that make those confronting Washington and other parts of the United States pale by comparison. At the moment, however, the Jewish State confronts a combination of forces — a meteorological drought, regional efforts to deny it access to water and misbegotten U.S. diplomacy — that could threaten Israel's very existence.

An Israeli online publication called Globes reported on Nov. 6 that Israel's Meteorological Service is forecasting a winter drought over the period from December 2002 to February 2003, historically the country's wettest months. If the predictions prove accurate, Israel will see little precipitation, prompting its Water Commissioner, Shimon Tal, to warn that "Israel's reservoirs will be empty by the end of the 2003 winter, posing a real threat to the supply of drinking water." According to Mr. Tal, "This situation will last until the desalination facilities [being built in Israel] are fully operational and other water sources, including imports in 2004, are created, which will provide 400 million cubic meters of water a year." Unfortunately, Israel's access to drinking water could be even more dramatically afflicted, and for far longer, if one or more of the following eventuate:

     • Lebanon has unilaterally initiated a program to provide water for communities in its south by tapping the Wazzani Spring, a tributary to the Hatzbani River that flows, in turn, into Israel's Sea of Galilee. By some estimates, Lebanon controls as much as 20 percent of the Jewish State's fresh water resources and its plan for the Wazzani would divert as much as 50 million cubic meters a year from downstream Israel. According to the Jerusalem Post, "This is the same amount of water Israel supplies to Jordan each year under the peace accord between the two countries and more than the allotted amount given to the Palestinians. It is equivalent to the quantity of fresh water proposed to be imported from Turkey and the total annual production capacity of a major seawater desalination plant."

     In the face of Israel's already acute drought, the prospect of the loss of the Wazzani water prompted Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to warn that Israel would take militarily action to destroy Lebanon's new pumping station. This threat brought promises of retaliation from Lebanon-based Hezbollah terrorists and called to mind a similar moment in the mid-1960s when Israeli artillery fired on Syrian positions in order to prevent Damascus' diversion of the Banias River. Newsday recently noted that this, in turn "trigger[ed] a series of skirmishes that eventually led to the 1967 Arab-Israeli war."

     • Matters would be made considerably worse if the aforementioned fresh water Turkey had promised to sell Israel is not forthcoming. On Oct. 20, the Middle East News Line reported that Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Yusuf Buluc announced that, "Israel and Turkey had agreed that Israel will purchase 50 million cubic meters per year for a period of 20 years, and the Turkish side again approved its commitment."

      Unfortunately, shortly thereafter, a victory in parliamentary elections by an Islamist party raised questions about whether this strategically important transaction will ever be consummated. The Associated Press reported on Nov. 6 that "Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the leader of the Islamic-rooted Justice and Development Party, said Turks consider Israel's policies toward Palestinians to be 'terrorism.' " While he went on to aver that "Turkey would not link its close economic relations with Israel to popular anger," Mr. Erdogan nonetheless signaled that such anger could prove inimical to ties between the two countries — presumably including water sales: "The whole Turkish population is very critical of what is going on in Palestine. Our public does not view this as anything anti-Israeli or anti-Semitic. They see it as the terrorism of Sharon."

     • Then there is the "Roadmap" touted by the Bush administration and its partners in the so-called "Quartet" (the European Union, Russia and the United Nations). This plan would call for Israel to relinquish to a new Palestinian state control over territory that would encompass many watersheds of the West Bank. Since roughly 40 percent of Israel's fresh water comes from such sources, the prospect that a future Palestinian government would act as Syria has done in the past and as Lebanon (Syria's colony) is doing now, by unilaterally diverting water from Israeli cities and farms, is intolerable for the Jewish State.

A "comprehensive settlement" of the sort fancied by the Quartet would also require Israel to give back to Syria the Golan Heights, whose watersheds provide Israel with another 30 percent of its fresh water. Even if such a territorial concession were prudent militarily — and it is not under present and foreseeable circumstances — it could be tantamount to state-icide. No amount of conservation would enable Israel's economy and society to subsist, let alone to thrive, in the face of the cumulative effects of all these reductions in water supply. The recent sniper attacks in the Washington area gave Americans an appreciation of the traumatizing uncertainty that has for years been the lot in life of many Israelis: Will I be capriciously murdered today? The droughts being experienced by many parts of the United States should similarly sensitize us to an existential question that Israelis have to confront on a national level: Will their country be forced to choose between dying of thirst or having again to wage war in order to secure necessary water resources? - Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is the president of the Center for Security Policy http://www.washtimes.com/commentary/20021112-87335028.htm
Rain floods wadis in Muscat 

Oman | Heavy rain flooded the wadis in Muscat and hailstorms lashed Quriyat region in Oman on Thursday night. Overall Oman received moderate to heavy rainfall in most parts of the country after almost three years. 

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=67940. 

Fujairah wants 17 dams built to protect East Coast villages 

Fujairah | The Dibba Al Fujairah Municipality has urged that 17 dams be built to protect villages from being inundated. The appeal comes in the wake of heavy rain which lashed the region three days ago. The water level behind eight major dams in Al Bedya, Sharm and Al Qurayyah villages has increased and there is a need protect the villages.

 http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=68213
WAR 

Physicians: Iraq war would be 'catastrophe'
U.S. invasion may cause massive loss of life & Environmental Destruction, report says

Washington --- A report to be released today predicts that an invasion of Iraq could lead to a ''human catastrophe'' of casualties as high as 250,000 within the first three months. 

''Collateral Damage: The Health and Environmental Costs of War on Iraq'' was prepared largely by Medact, the British affiliate of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War. The U.S. affiliate, Physicians for Social Responsibility, also was involved and will participate in promoting the report's release. 

http://www.accessatlanta.com/ajc/epaper/editions/tuesday/news_d30d5afa37cb406c1010.html
Iraq Reported Trying to Buy Nerve Gas Antidote

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Iraq has ordered large amounts of a drug that can be used to counter the effects of nerve gas, The New York Times reported on Tuesday, citing Bush administration officials.

The orders, which far surpassed amounts needed for normal hospital use, were mainly from suppliers in Turkey, which is being pressed to stop the sales and has indicated in talks with the State Department that it was willing to review the matter, the officials told the Times.

http://abcnews.go.com/wire/US/reuters20021112_69.html
US warns of war by Christmas 

http://news.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1257982002
Saddam's son urges Iraq to accept U.N. resolution 

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's son Uday urged parliament on Tuesday to accept a new U.N. resolution calling on the country to disarm. 

Uday made his call as Iraq's parliament resumed a debate on Tuesday leading to a vote on a motion to reject a new U.N. resolution on disarmament. The assembly speaker said deputies would leave the final say to Saddam. 

Iraq has until Friday to accept the terms of the U.N. resolution, demanding Baghdad allow U.N. arms experts unhindered access to any site suspected of producing chemical, biological or nuclear weapons, or face "serious consequences", amid calls by some leading Iraqi deputies to reject the U.N. Security Council resolution

http://asia.reuters.com/news_article.jhtml;jsessionid=SHJARNNTYGF24CRBAEOCFFA?type=topnews&StoryID=1716983
Arab papers react to UN resolution

Following the UN Security Council's unanimous resolution calling on Iraq to give up its weapons of mass destructions or face war, BBC Monitoring looks at how Arab newspapers reported the story on Saturday.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/not_in_website/syndication/monitoring/media_reports/2432765.stm
_______________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by Deputy Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **New USG Appointed

           A short while ago, the Secretary-General announced that Catherine Bertini of the United States will succeed

     Joseph Connor as Under-Secretary-General for Management effective 1 January 2003.  Ms. Bertini was the Executive

     Director of the World Food Programme for 10 years from 1992.  Her most recent appointment began in August this

     year when she was named the Secretary-General’s Personal Humanitarian Envoy.

           The Secretary-General said, in her new duties, Ms. Bertini will focus on implementing his reform programme,

     communication and information technology, human resources and gender balance, the budget processes and the

     capital master plan.  We have Ms. Bertini’s bio available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           This morning, the Security Council was given one of its periodic briefings on the situation in the Middle East. 

     Under Secretary-General Kieran Prendergast spoke to Council members in an open meeting.

           In his remarks, Mr. Prendergast reviewed the political, security and humanitarian situation.  “Against the

     backdrop of a new Palestinian cabinet taking office, and the collapse of Israel’s governing coalition, Israeli-Palestinian

     violence continues to claim lives on both sides nearly every day”, Mr. Prendergast said.

           In closing, he urged the international community to give its full attention and support to the work of the

     so-called Middle East Quartet. “It is critical”, he said, “that the Quartet finalize its road map as soon as possible and

     then obtain the explicit agreement of both sides and the international community to follow that map to a just, lasting

     and comprehensive settlement in this conflict.”

           The Council then moved into closed consultations to continue its discussion on the issue.  The full text of Mr.

     Prendergast’s remarks is available upstairs.

           **Security Council - Committees

           Also scheduled today is a meeting of the Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee at 3:30 p.m.

           On other Security Council committee-related matters, I would like to draw your attention to new guidelines

     posted on the UN web site for the conduct of the work of the Committee monitoring sanctions against Al Qaeda and

     associates.  You can get the Web site details from the Office upstairs.

           **Middle East Envoy

           A major UN inter-agency conference in Jerusalem today set the stage for an emergency $300 million appeal

     next week for the humanitarian catastrophe in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  We’ll have more on the inter-agency

     appeal later in the briefing.

           Today’s meeting, hosted by Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace

     Process, introduced a UN report that recommends strategies for immediately addressing the expanding crisis among

     Palestinians, who are suffering unprecedented poverty and unemployment rates.  The conference was attended by 15

     UN agencies, key donor countries, and major international non-governmental organizations, as well as envoys from the

     Middle East Quartet diplomatic group.

           Mr. Roed-Larsen warned that the current international attempts to help the Palestinian population have had

     little impact on the spiralling crisis.  “There have been inputs, but no impact.  In short, the patient is dying”, said Mr.

     Roed- Larsen.  A note with more details is available upstairs.

           **Cyprus

           As you know, yesterday afternoon the Secretary-General briefed the Security Council on Cyprus regarding his

     proposal, which was given over yesterday to Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash and Greek Cypriot leader Glafcos

     Clerides. The Secretary-General believes the proposal can form the basis for the comprehensive settlement of the

     Cyprus problem.

           In a statement we issued yesterday, we said that the Secretary-General hopes that this initiative will help the

     parties focus on the decisions that they should take in the next few weeks in order to seize the opportunity at hand

     and bring about a settlement.  The Secretary-General has asked the leaders not to take a formal public position on

     what he has submitted to them, but instead to take some time to consider them.  He hopes that they will exercise the

     necessary discretion in this regard.

           After the Security Council meeting, the Secretary-General was asked what his role is in this process, and he

     said, “It is that of a helper, expediter, to get them to accept or come to a comprehensive agreement.”

           **Secretary-General Travels

           The Secretary-General will begin a trip to Europe a few days earlier than we previously announced, since he

     will leave Thursday on a visit to Geneva, in which he is to meet with the Presidents of Cameroon and Nigeria.

           You will recall that the Secretary-General, in a statement on 1 November, reiterated his readiness and that of

     the United Nations to assist those two countries in the follow-up to the International Court of Justice’s decision on

     their border dispute and in establishing confidence between them, as agreed during their September meeting in Paris.

           Following his statement on 1 November, the Secretary-General wrote to President Paul Biya of Cameroon and

     President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria on

     6 November, and invited them to meet with him subsequent to the International Court of Justice’s judgment.  He

     proposed that they meet with him on 15 November at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.  This has now been agreed

     with all concerned.  A statement issued in Geneva is available upstairs.

           The Secretary-General will, therefore, leave New York to attend those meetings on the 14th.  After that, the

     Secretary-General will travel on Sunday,

     17 November, to Sarajevo to start his visit to the Balkans, which we have previously announced; the rest of his travel

     schedule, including stops in the Netherlands and France, is unchanged.

           **Secretary-General Meets Former Latin American Presidents

           The Secretary-General is meeting right now with a group of six former Latin American Presidents, with whom

     he will attend a luncheon immediately afterward that is hosted by the UN Development Programme’s Latin America

     and the Caribbean Regional Bureau.

           The Secretary-General and the six former Presidents -– from Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico and

     Uruguay –- will discuss the future of democracy in the region and a UNDP study that addresses the needs and

     vulnerabilities of Latin American democracies.

           When he speaks to them at today’s luncheon, the Secretary-General will note that all of the 17 countries in

     continental Latin America have elected governments, but, at the same time, many Latin American countries are home

     to the most unequal income distribution in the world.  He is to point to the challenge of making the practice of

     democracy universal, now that the principle of democracy is recognized by all.  We have embargoed copies of his

     remarks upstairs, as well as a press release on today’s meeting.

           **Secretary-General’s Washington Trip

           When his luncheon with the former Presidents has ended, the Secretary-General will be departing for

     Washington, where, as we announced yesterday, he will attend the UN Association of the U.S. International

     Visionaries Award Dinner, where he will be honoured and make remarks.  We have embargoed copies of those

     remarks, which focus on the role the United Nations can play in dealing with the fight against terrorism and the threat

     of weapons of mass destruction, upstairs.  The embargo time is 9 tonight.

           Before the dinner, he will meet United States Secretary of State Colin Powell, and he will also meet United

     States President George W. Bush tomorrow afternoon, after he has delivered the annual Anwar El-Sadat Memorial

     Lecture at the University of Maryland.

           **Lack of Food Aid Threatens Millions of Ethiopians

           The World Food Programme today warned that it is increasingly concerned about the lack of food aid pledges

     needed to help feed millions of Ethiopians threatened by starvation early next year.  Severe food shortages are already

     expected in January, unless donor pledges quickly materialize.

           With a serious drought worsening in many regions of Ethiopia, the number of people needing food aid is

     expected to rise sharply from the current 6 million to between 10 to 14 million people in 2003.  Meanwhile, UNICEF

     says that, as a result of drought, close to 2.3 million Eritreans and 7 million Ethiopians were suffering from malnutrition

     and related problems, and their vulnerability was increased by AIDS, malaria and diarrhoea.

           **Humanitarian Appeals

           The United Nations will launch appeals for humanitarian assistance in 2003 on 19 and 20 November.  The

     Consolidated Appeals will be launched in eight cities around the world, including New York.  The theme of the 2003

     Consolidated Appeals is Hope for the Future.

           With the aim to bring food to the hungry, medical assistance to the sick, shelter to displaced populations, and

     to provide for other basic needs, aiding some 50 million people in failed States, countries facing civil war or

     communities devastated by conflict, the so-called Consolidated Appeals Process is a tool created a decade ago by

     the General Assembly to plan a common humanitarian strategy and maximize resources.  For more information,

     contact Humanitarian Affairs Spokeswoman Stephanie Bunker at 3-4832.

           **Oil-for-Food

           Figures released by the Office of the Iraq Programme in its weekly update show that Iraqi oil exports dropped

     to less than half of the previous week’s high of 19.3 million barrels to 7.3 million barrels in the week ending 8

     November.  This averages out to slightly over 1 million barrels per day.  The week’s exports netted an estimated $154

     million in revenue.

           The persisting funding shortfall faced by the programme has resulted in 1,608 humanitarian supply contracts,

     worth over $3.1 billion, lacking in available funds.  Almost all the sectors of the programme are affected by this shortfall

     in funds to some degree.  The full text of the OIP weekly update is available upstairs.

           **UNDP

           UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown today spoke at Makerere University, in Kampala, Uganda, on the

     first stop of a six-day African visit that will also take him to Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  He

     told the students and other attendees that the Millennium Development Goals form the centre of a “new global deal”

     between developing and developed countries, and added that the Great Lakes countries have come to appreciate the

     value of those goals, particularly those concerning democratic governance.  Mr. Malloch Brown will head for Kigali

     tonight and then travel to Kinshasa on Thursday.

           **Secretary-General Message – Turkey House

           We have available upstairs copies of a message, delivered on the Secretary-General’s behalf by UN

     Population Fund Executive Director Thoraya Obaid, welcoming the inauguration in Ankara of the new UN House in

     Turkey, which the Secretary-General calls a symbol of the UN agencies’ commitment to work better together, and to

     create “a house of all nations, held together by common values, bonds and aspirations”.

           **ICTY

           We have available upstairs a press release from the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia,

     which provides the details of an amended indictment against General Ratko Mladic, which include one count of

     genocide, seven counts of crimes against humanity, and six counts of war crimes.  The indictment consolidates two

     previous indictments against Mladic and reduces the total number of charges, leaving only the most serious counts.

           **Other Press Releases

           Some press releases that I would like to flag to you:  the Conference of Parties to the Convention on

     International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES, meeting in Santiago, Chile, has

     conditionally accepted proposals to allow a one-off sale of 20 metric tonnes of ivory from Botswana and 10 metric

     tonnes from Namibia.

           The World Health Organization said today the campaign in 16 African countries to vaccinate millions of

     children against polio is under way this week. Part of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, the 16 countries are uniting

     to vaccinate all children under the age of five within their borders.

           Koichiro Matsuura, Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

     (UNESCO), today announced the Mexican Academy for Human Rights as the winner of the 2002 UNESCO Human

     Rights Education Prize.

           Last mention, "English-To-Go", a New Zealand e-learning Web site is attempting today, over a 24-hour period,

     to break the Guinness world record for the largest simultaneous lesson.  Students and teachers from around the globe

     will participate in a lesson about the dangers of landmines.  The lesson highlights the key issues of mine action and

     the crucial role of the United Nations in helping reduce the devastating impact of landmines on communities and

     children.  The United Nations estimates that up to 40 per cent of all mine victims are children under 15.  We have more

     information on these items available upstairs.

           **Press Conference Tomorrow

           A press conference for tomorrow:  at 11 a.m., Frederic Richard, the Director of Economy and Research at the

     United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), will be here to brief you on the agency’s “Industrial

     Development Report 2002-2003:  Competing through innovation and learning”.

           So, that’s all I have for you.  Yes, please?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Do you have any more information about the Secretary-General’s meetings with Powell and Bush?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Apart from what we have announced, there is no more information.  You will have to wait

     till the meetings finish, I am afraid.

           Question:  Any reaction on Iraq and that they were against the resolution?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I think the Secretary-General –- maybe you missed it -– he responded to the same

     question about 40 minutes ago.  And we’re transcribing that press conference and once it’s available we’ll announce it,

     so that you can get a copy of that in the Office.

           Richard.

           **Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The General Assembly plenary this morning started discussion of agenda

     item 26:  Necessity of ending the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of

     America against Cuba, report of the Secretary-General, and draft resolution A/57/L.5 which was introduced by Ricardo

     Alarcon de Quesada, President of Cuba's National Assembly.  Some 27 members are inscribed to speak and will take

     a decision on the draft resolution. 

           This afternoon, President Kavan will chair the third meeting of the open-ended informal consultations of the

     General Assembly plenary on the strengthening of the United Nations system.

           The Special Political and Decolonization Committee holds a general debate on item 77:  Report of the Special

     Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of

     the Occupied Territories.

           In the Second Committee, there is an introduction of draft resolutions on UNITAR, on permanent sovereignty of

     the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territories, and integrated follow-up to United Nations conferences in

     the economic and social fields.  The Second Committee will then conclude its general debate on macroeconomic

     policy questions and start a general discussion on the report of the Economic and Social Council.

           The Third Committee continues general discussion on human rights questions and this afternoon takes a

     decision on a draft resolution on the advancement of women.

           The Fifth Committee concludes its general discussion on the programme budget for the biennium 2002-2003.

           For tomorrow, the plenary will continue discussion of the follow-up to the outcome of the twenty-sixth special

     session:  implementation of the Declaration of Commitments on HIV/AIDS, report of the Secretary-General.  That’s in

     the plenary tomorrow afternoon.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *
Iraq


12 November – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today said he is awaiting Baghdad’s formal reply to the Security Council’s latest resolution aimed at returning weapons inspectors to Iraq.


Asked by reporters to react to moves by the Iraqi Parliament opposing the inspections, he said, “I’m waiting for a formal response from the Government. I don’t think the Iraqi Parliament was talking to me. I think it was addressed to the people of Iraq.”


Mr. Annan stressed that Iraq is expected to comply with the Security Council requirements, which he called “very clear.” He also noted that the Council’s decision was unanimous and had been endorsed by the Arab League. “I hope the message will get through,” he said.


Asked about the timetable, the Secretary-General said Iraq should respond formally that it accepts the resolution by 15 November. “I am expecting that letter,” he said. 


Iraq would then have to declare, within 30 days, its holdings of weapons of mass destruction, he noted. An advance team of UN arms inspectors is scheduled to arrive in the country on 18 November. 


“The Security Council resolution becomes effective from day one – the moment it is approved,” the Secretary-General pointed out. 


To a question on how the situation impacts on the UN, he recalled that although there had been some impatience “that we were not moving fast enough,” democracy required that Security Council members discuss the issue seriously. “It was a grave decision and I’m happy they took their time to discuss it and in the end come up with the best possible decision,” he said.

While acknowledging that the outcome and how this issue evolves could strengthen the UN and multilateralism, he added, “I do not accept the statement that this is do or die for the UN.”


On the subject of the Middle East, and reports that Israel might deport Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat, the Secretary-General voiced hope that this would not come to pass.  He noted that many governments around the world “have indicated that it would be unwise to exile Chairman Arafat.”

* * *

Middle East

12 November – Violence in the Middle East shows no sign of abating, heightening the need for a diplomatic solution to the region’s problems, a senior United Nations official told the Security Council today.

Reporting on recent developments, Kieran Prendergast, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, recalled Sunday’s deadly attack on a kibbutz in Israel, where five Israelis, including two children sleeping in their beds, were killed. “It bears repeating that terrorist attacks are politically damaging to the Palestinian cause as well as unacceptable,” he said, calling for the Palestinian Authority to take all measures within its power to apprehend those responsible and to prevent further attacks.

“Equally,” he said, “it bears repeating that the Government of Israel must fully respect international humanitarian law in confronting terrorism.” Israel announced that its soldiers had killed a Palestinian Islamic Jihad operative in Jenin, and had demolished the homes of 10 alleged militants and their families, Mr. Prendergast noted, while the Islamic Jihad had pledged to inflict an “even more painful” strike against Israel.

“The self-perpetuating and ultimately futile, distressing pattern of violence thus shows no signs of abating,” the Under-Secretary-General noted. He added that Israeli settlers continue to attack Palestinian olive pickers, while Israel’s confiscation of land near the Green Line, reportedly affecting thousands of Palestinians, is also heightening tensions.

“The maintenance of the status quo – with its high levels of violence, increasing human suffering and loss of life and steady erosions of even a minimum of trust and respect – should not be an option as this can only lead to a further worsening of conditions,” Mr. Prendergast warned.

He called for full support for diplomatic efforts by the Quartet – the United States, European Union, Russian Federation and UN – and others to simultaneously address the Middle East’s political, security, humanitarian and reform issues.

“In order to succeed, however, we must pursue these efforts within a coherent framework to which the parties have agreed, and the parties need to stay the course and carry out longstanding commitments,” he stressed. “For that reason, it is of critical importance that the Quartet finalize its road map [for peace] as soon as possible and then obtain the explicit agreement of both sides and the international community to follow that map to a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement of this conflict.”

* * *

Middle East: humanitarian appeal


12 November – Warning of a dire humanitarian situation in the Middle East, the senior United Nations envoy to the region, Terje Roed-Larsen, today appealed to donors gathered in Jerusalem to extend support for a wide range of assistance efforts.

Warning that the current international attempts to help the Palestinian population have had little impact on the spiralling crisis, Mr. Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East peace process, said, “There have been inputs, but no impact. In short, the patient is dying.”

The inter-agency conference in Jerusalem set the stage for a $300 million emergency appeal to be launched next week in response to the humanitarian catastrophe in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr. Roed-Larsen introduced a UN report that recommended strategies to immediately address the expanding crisis among Palestinians who are suffering unprecedented poverty and unemployment rates.

The conference was attended by 15 UN agencies, key donor countries, and major international non-governmental organizations (NGOs). In addition, envoys from the Quartet – the United States, European Union, Russian Federation and UN – participated the day after a crucial diplomatic meeting to refine a comprehensive roadmap for Middle East peace, due to be completed next month.

Participants at the donors meeting noted that humanitarian aid is not the answer to the deepening crisis. They stressed that the crisis is fundamentally political, and will continue to worsen unless political decisions are taken to lift closures, curfews and other restrictions on the civilian population.

“Humanitarian aid has an important part to play in alleviating suffering, but there should be no illusions about the limits that even the most generous assistance can achieve in the current environment,” said Ross Mountain, the UN’s Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator, who headed the delegation that prepared the report. 

The $300 million humanitarian appeal for 2003, to be launched by UN Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette on 19 November in Bern, Switzerland, covers emergency funds in addition to current UN expenditures on development in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The money will be directed toward meeting the critical needs of the civilian population, including food and nutrition, health, water and sanitation, emergency employment and income generation, and psycho-social counselling.

* * * 

Iraq: oil-for-food


12 November – Iraqi petroleum revenues governed by the United Nations humanitarian oil-for-food programme dropped by more than half over the past week, according to the UN office running the scheme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its earnings to purchase relief aid.


From the previous week’s high of 19.3 million barrels, Iraq sold only 7.3 million barrels in the week ending 8 November, the Office of the Iraq Programme reported today. Priced at an average of approximately €20.80 (euros) or $20.80 per barrel, Iraqi crude yielded an estimated €154 million or $154 million in revenue.

A cumulative revenue shortfall has left over 1,600 approved humanitarian supply contracts, worth more than $3.1 billion, without available funds. The sectors affected by the funding gap are electricity, agriculture, food handling, health, housing, water and sanitation, education, telecommunications and transportation. 

* * *

United Nations

12 November –Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed Catherine Bertini, the former head of the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), as the UN’s top management official, effective 1 January.

“She brings a wealth of experience that is going to be needed in this building,” the Secretary-General said at a press conference to introduce Ms. Bertini, a national of the United States. He cited her 10 years of service at WFP, where she instituted major reform programmes, as well as experience at the state and federal levels of government in the US, and in the private sector.

In her remarks to the press, Ms. Bertini pledged her full efforts to help Mr. Annan with his second reform agenda. “It will be an honour to work on all issues relative to the administration of the UN to help ensure the Secretary-General’s success on that area,” she said.

The second woman to hold the post, Ms. Bertini succeeds Joseph Connor, who served for eight years as the Under-Secretary-General for Management. Mr. Annan paid tribute to Mr. Connor’s efforts, saying that he brought modern management practices to the UN. “His previous experience as chairman of Price Waterhouse came in handy at a time when we were going through a very difficult financial crisis,” the Secretary-General said.

Ms. Bertini inherits a job with a number of challenges, including a near-constant budget shortfall and the proposed renovation of the UN Headquarters building in New York. Among other top priorities, the Secretary-General said Ms. Bertini would focus on implementing ongoing reforms, improve the UN’s communication and information technology, intensify the Organization’s efforts to attain gender balance, strive for better coordination between the UN’s myriad funds and programmes, and continue the revamping of the UN’s budget processes and human resources management.

* * *

Bakassi peninsula

12 November – The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, is slated to meet on Friday with Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Paul Biya of Cameroon to help them resolve the stalemate following last month’s judgment by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the two countries’ dispute over the Bakassi peninsula.

A statement issued today by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said the meeting, which has been agreed to by both parties, would be held in Geneva at the Palais des Nations.

In its judgement delivered on 10 October, the ICJ essentially awarded sovereignty rights over the oil-rich peninsula to Cameroon. The Court cited two colonial documents – a 1913 agreement between Germany and the United Kingdom, and the Thomson-Marchland Declaration of 1929-1930 – and directed Nigeria to withdraw “expeditiously and without condition” from the area. Cameroon was asked to remove “expeditiously and without condition” its forces from the land boundary that, according to the ruling, fell within the sovereignty of Nigeria.

In a position paper issued on 24 October, Nigeria said the judgement did not consider “fundamental facts” about the Nigerian inhabitants of the territory, whose “ancestral homes” the ICJ has now adjudged to be in Cameroonian territory.

Friday’s meeting would be the second Mr. Annan has held with the two leaders over the border dispute. On 5 September, the Secretary-General met in Paris with the two Presidents, who both promised to respect and implement whatever decision the ICJ might give on the case, which Cameroon brought before the Court in 1994.

* * *
Cuba


12 November – For the eleventh year in a row, the United Nations General Assembly today overwhelmingly adopted a resolution on the need to end the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States against Cuba.

The resolution urged all States to repeal or invalidate any laws and measures – such as the US “Helms-Burton Act” – which affect the sovereignty of other States, the legitimate interests of entities or persons under their jurisdiction and the freedom of trade and navigation. 

One hundred and seventy-three countries voted in favour of the measure, which was opposed only by the US, Israel and the Marshall Islands. Four countries – Ethiopia, Malawi, Nicaragua and Uzbekistan – abstained from the balloting.

Explaining his country’s position, US Ambassador Sichan Siv called Washington’s embargo against Cuba “strictly a matter of bilateral policy” which the General Assembly should not address. He said the US did not prevent other nations from trading with Cuba, and argued that the embargo is not the cause of Cuba’s economic problems.

“The failure of the Cuban Government to respect the rights of its people concerns more than just Cuba,” Mr. Siv said. ”The focus of the international community, as manifested in the United Nations, should be on the continuing human rights crisis in Cuba rather than on the bilateral United States efforts to encourage a peaceful transition to democracy.”

The President of Cuba’s National Assembly, Ricardo Alarcon de Quesada, said a wide range of civil society and influential business entities in the US were calling for a lifting of the blockade and the normalization of economic ties with Cuba.  Thanks to their efforts, it had been possible to take a few steps, he added, noting that for the first time in four decades, a number of US exporters were able to sell their products to Cuba and carry out the necessary operations despite the severe obstacles and discriminatory practices they had to confront. 
Mr. Alarcon de Quesada also pointed out that a constructive spirit had also been echoed in US legislative bodies, but these efforts were forced to contend with the opposition of a powerful minority. The anti-Cuban minority, protected by its privileged relations with the current US administration, acted ever more openly against the true interests of the United States, he said, hailing the General Assembly for its action to provide justice for the Cuban people, who had suffered greatly as a consequence of a policy unjust, illegal and contrary to both reason and morality. 

A comparable text was adopted last year with 167 in favour and the same three countries in opposition.

* * *

Latin America

12 November – Pointing to the challenge of making the practice of democracy universal, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged a group of former Presidents from Latin America to become active spokespeople for the cause and to help strengthen the democratic agenda throughout the continent.

The Secretary-General’s remarks came at a meeting with the former Presidents of Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico and Uruguay on the future of democracy in the region, as the UN Development Programme (UNDP) released a new study on the needs and vulnerabilities of Latin American democracies.

According to UNDP, the region faces serious institutional problems affecting governance and the rule of law, as well as the independence of the three branches of government, the functioning of the electoral systems, and the organization of political parties and political practice.

The Secretary-General noted in his remarks that all of the 17 countries in continental Latin America have elected governments, but at the same time, many of those countries are home to the most unequal income distribution in the world. According to UNDP, more than 40 per cent of Latin Americans lives below the poverty line.

“The hope that political and economic freedom would provide a formula for meeting the region’s massive social demands has in some instances given way to questions about the strength of democracy,” Mr. Annan said. “Democratic development in Latin America seems to have reached a critical moment – a moment when it is important to consider its strengths and weaknesses, and to identify the needs and risks for the future.”

UNDP’s project is an attempt to meet this need, the Secretary-General noted, by seeking to promote dialogue and debate among political, academic and civil society actors. It also hopes to help democracy in the region grow and improve.

“Democracy can only function when it adequately reflects the aspirations of all groups in society,” Mr. Annan stressed. “No State could be truly labelled democratic if it does not offer its people a way out from poverty. And no country can truly develop if it excludes its own people from power.”

* * *

Ethiopia


12 November –Warning that the threat of famine looms over millions of people in Ethiopia, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today voiced concern that donors have not provided enough resources to enable the agency to respond to the crisis.
Severe food shortages are already expected in January unless pledges quickly materialize, according to WFP, which needs $80 million worth of food for next month alone.

With drought affecting many regions of Ethiopia, the number of people needing food aid is expected is expected to rise sharply from the current 6 million to between 10 million and 14 million people in 2003. 

“Donor contributions have covered the most acute needs over recent months, but by early next year the number of drought-affected Ethiopians will rise dramatically – the food aid pledges received so far are nowhere near enough,” said Georgia Shaver, WFP Representative in Ethiopia.

She warned that in the worst-case scenario, up to 14 million people will require of around

2 million tons of food aid, costing $700 million. “If donors respond quickly, we can still help avoid immense human suffering in Ethiopia,” she said.

* * *

Humanitarian appeal

12 November – The United Nations today announced plans to ask donors for more than $3 billion to help some 50 million people with humanitarian needs in 2003.

The money will be used to assist hungry, displaced and otherwise vulnerable people living in Afghanistan, Angola, Burundi, Chechnya and neighbouring republics in the Russian Federation, Cote d’Ivoire and its region, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Other countries and regions slated to receive aid include Eritrea, Ethiopia, the Great Lakes Region of Africa, Guinea, Indonesia, Liberia, the occupied Palestinian territory, the Republic of Congo, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Southern Africa Region, the Sudan, Tajikistan and Uganda.

The launch of the “consolidated appeals” – so named because they cover the combined requirements of all concerned UN agencies – will be held on 19 and 20 November in eight cities around the world: Bern, Washington, D.C., Brussels, Luxembourg, New York, the Hague, Tokyo and Canberra.

The event is being held under the theme “Hope for the Future,” highlighting the need to support countries in or emerging from crisis or conflict, including during the critical transition period leading to durable peace and sustainable development.

Aiming to bring food to the hungry, medical assistance to the sick, shelter to displaced populations, and to provide for other basic needs, the consolidated appeals process is a tool created a decade ago by the UN General Assembly to plan a common humanitarian strategy and maximize resources.

* * *
HIV/AIDS

12 November – Citing the enormous number of people around the world infected by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged greater global efforts to raise awareness about AIDS.

“When you look at the statistics in other parts of the world, it’s absolutely staggering – 40 million infected, 14,000 a day becoming infected, 14-million orphans, and it goes on,” the Secretary-General said in an interview on the NBC “Today” show broadcast this morning in the United States.

“The simple answer is we are not doing enough,” he added. “You need awareness, you need people to be educated.” He also called for scientific research on a vaccine as well as widespread access to condoms

Responding to a question about the challenges in reaching out to people, the Secretary-General said there was some progress, adding, “I don’t go anywhere, any part of the world, where I don’t raise this with the Head of State, and encourage them to come out and talk about it.”

Mr. Annan appeared on the programme with his wife, Nane, who echoed the importance of increasing the understanding about HIV/AIDS. “It’s a crisis we all have to deal with as a common humanity,” she said, noting that she visits AIDS projects whenever she travels with the Secretary-General. “And the first thing is, you have to acknowledge it,” she said. “Because if you don’t, silence means death, and that is why it’s important in every society.”

As for her efforts to speak to women about the disease, Mrs. Annan noted that two-thirds of those infected around the world are female. “I [tell them], ‘You have to put the emphasis on your education, to become strong and confident so you can stand up for yourselves,’” she said.

“I think we are making progress, although we are a couple of years away,” Mr. Annan said about global action against AIDS. “We live in an inter-dependent world. There are no borders anymore. There’s constant movement of people. And when it comes to health, diseases, the environment, terrorism, we’re all in the same boat.”

* * *

Polio immunization

12 November – An immunization campaign to vaccinate 60 million children under five years old in 16 West African countries is underway as part of a global campaign to eradicate polio, the virus that cripples children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

Similar immunization campaigns over the past two years have driven the number of polio-endemic countries in Africa down from 20 in 1999 to an all-time low of three countries this year – Nigeria, with 95 per cent of all cases in Africa, Niger and Somalia, UNICEF said.

UNICEF attributed the success to a broad partnership called the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, under which the world’s largest vaccine manufacturer, Aventis Pasteur, last week donated 30 million doses of oral polio vaccine.

Started in 1988, the Initiative has reduced poliovirus transmission from 350,000 cases in 125 countries to a handful in 10 countries at the beginning of 2002. “Of these just three – India, Nigeria and Pakistan – have had continued high-intensity transmission, while the remaining seven – Afghanistan, Angola, Egypt, Ethiopia, Niger, Somalia and Sudan – each have fewer than eight cases to date in 2002,” UNICEF said.

The final challenge to stopping the transmission of polio in Africa is to vaccinate all children, particularly those in the conflict areas around Mogadishu, in eastern Angola, and all children under five in Nigeria.

“We are so close to beating this crippling disease in Africa and worldwide, but we are not there yet,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “We have to stay focused and committed and encourage support from all corners – from endemic countries, donor countries and the health industry – so all children can be immunized.”

* * *

Liberia

12 November – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has resumed the transfer of Liberian refugees from the Tekoulo transit centre in neighbouring Guinea to two camps in the interior of the country, the agency announced today.

A total of 845 Liberian refugees were transferred from the volatile border area to relatively safe established camps in the Albadariah area further inland over weekend, according to UNHCR. The movements had been interrupted on 25 September to allow time for road repairs and security screening of refugees.

The refugees had spent more than a month in the Tekoulo transit centre, which has limited health facilities, no schools or activities for children and where cases of malnutrition and skin diseases were reported. UNHCR said it would complete the transfer of the few hundred refugees who are still at the centre later this week.

This year, the renewed crisis in Liberia has led nearly 40,000 people to flee to Guinea, while another 50,000 fled to Sierra Leone and 17,000 to Côte d’Ivoire. UNCHR said it needs an additional $3.8 million this year on top of $10.4 million already received to help Liberia’s neighbours cope with the new arrivals.

* * *

Media and women

12 November – Women media experts and journalists meeting at the United Nations House in Beirut today began a four-day conference aimed at assessing how communications technology can serve to promote gender equality worldwide.

Addressing participants, the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), Mervat Tallawy, said the media, with all the technological advancement within its reach, could help in transforming the traditions and customs which have greatly hampered the advancement of Arab women.

“We hope the media will change … the negative and stereotypical image of women,” Ms. Tallawy said. She hailed the numerous UN conferences which have helped improve conditions facing women and said media should begin according priority to women’s issues.

In an opening statement, Lebanon’s Minister of Information, Ghazi Aridi, said the media, which has an important role to play in influencing public opinion, should shed light on the problems that women face around the world. At the same time, she warned against attempts to use the plight of women only to promote State policies, citing the example of Afghanistan. Afghan women had been oppressed for years under the Taliban regime, but their plight was only highlighted when a war was being planned in the country. 

Speaking on behalf of the UN Department of Public Information (DPI), Therese Gastaut, Director of its Strategic Communications Division, said the UN was taking a two-pronged approach to the issue, advocating women’s increased participation and access to the media, while promoting a balanced and non-stereotyped portrayal of women. She said DPI will be looking to the results of the four-day meeting as it strives to improve its communication programmes for the advancement of women. 

The event was organized by the UN’s Division for the Advancement of Women in collaboration with DPI, ESCWA and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

* * *

Ivory

12 November – Building on an earlier consensus among most African elephant range states, the 160 countries party to a United Nations-backed treaty on endangered species has agreed to allow limited sales of ivory.

The countries meeting in Santiago, Chile, for a conference on the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has conditionally accepted proposals from Botswana and Namibia that they be allowed to make one-off sales of 20 tons and 10 tons of ivory, respectively.

The Convention is considering similar proposals from South Africa and Zimbabwe for 30 tons and 10 tons, respectively. The ivory targeted for sale is held in existing legal stocks that have been collected from elephants that died of natural causes or as a result of government-regulated problem-animal control.

“It is significant that today’s decision embodies an African solution to an African problem – the challenge of conserving the continent’s wild herds of elephants in an age of growing human needs and population,” said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers.

The agreement, which only takes effect if formally adopted by the full conference at its conclusion on Friday, requires any future one-off sales to be supervised through a rigorous control system.

* * *

ICTY

12 November – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today announced that it has consolidated its two indictments against Gen. Ratko Mladic, one of the most sought-after suspects for war crimes committed during the Bosnia and Herzegovina conflict in the 1990s.

The new indictment, which was confirmed last week and reduces the total number of charges to leave only the most serious, now includes one count of genocide, seven counts of crimes against humanity and six counts of war crimes.

The motion came after the Tribunal’s prosecutor requested leave last month to amend the two outstanding indictments against General Mladic and Bosnian leader Radovan Karadzic, which were originally filed on 24 July 1995 and on 14 November 1995, respectively.

In the prosecutor’s view, these amendments were more in keeping with the current charging practices of the Office of the Prosecutor and reflected the evolving jurisprudence of the Tribunal, the UN court said. The prosecutor also submitted that the amended indictment would provide an appropriate basis for a motion of joinder with the amended indictment against Mr. Karadzic.

* * *

Depleted uranium


12 November – After investigating 15 sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina that were targeted with weapons containing depleted uranium (DU) during the mid-1990s, a team of experts from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has identified areas at greatest risk.


Using highly sensitive instruments to measure surface radioactivity at 14 sites, UNEP confirmed the presence of radioactive “hot spots” and pieces of DU weapons at three locations – the Hadzici tank repair facility, the Hadzici ammunition storage area and the Han Pijesak barracks.


A byproduct of nuclear power which has been used for heavy tank armour, anti-tank munitions, missiles and projectiles, the substance has 60 per cent of the radioactivity of natural uranium and “significant chemical toxicity,” according to the UN World Health Organization (WHO).

The head of the UNEP team, Pekka Haavisto, voiced concern about the situation at the Hadzici tank repair facility and the Han Pijesak barracks. “The UNEP team detected DU-related materials and DU dust inside buildings that are currently used by local businesses or, in the case of Han Pijesak, by troops as storage facilities,” he said.


Mr. Haavisto noted that any DU-targeted building must be properly cleaned before being used. “When people are working in buildings that have not been decontaminated, unnecessary risks are being taken, and, therefore, we will discuss with the Bosnia and Herzegovina authorities the need for decontamination inside the buildings currently in use as a first precautionary step,” he said. “Such a job should be carried out by experts.”


The UNEP team found that the general public is not aware of what DU ammunition looks like and the dangers it can pose. UNEP will discuss with the national civil protection authorities the possibility of offering de-mining personnel, other local authorities involved in DU work, and interested members of the public with an easy-to-read flyer on the issue of DU ammunition in the environment.


The team took almost 200 environmental samples to be analyzed for radioactivity and toxicity at laboratories in Switzerland, Italy and the United Kingdom


The UNEP DU assessment is funded by the Governments of Italy and Switzerland.  The final results will be published in a UNEP report in March 2003.

* * * 

Turkey

12 November – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the opening of a new office building in Turkey to house the various United Nations development agencies and humanitarian programmes located in the country.

In a message delivered on his behalf by UN Population Fund Executive Director Thoraya Obaid, the Secretary-General called the UN House a symbol of the agencies’ commitment to work better together. The new office is “a house of all nations, held together by common values, bonds and aspirations,” he said.

The UN House is also an important component of the ongoing effort “to strengthen the Organization, make it more dynamic and effective, and improve our performance, particularly at the country level,” he added.

“Such cooperation is crucial for the success of your mission,” Mr. Annan said in his message to the assembled staff. “Whether you are working to promote human rights and gender equity, to improve governance or to eradicate poverty, it is of utmost importance that your efforts reinforce each other, that you avoid turf disputes, rivalry or duplication, and that you pool your resources to achieve the greatest possible impact.”

Among the UN agencies to be located in the UN House in Ankara are the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Organization for Migration (IOM), UN Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), UN Development Programme (UNDP) and UN Population Fund (UNFPA).

The UN Information Centre (UNIC), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) will also be headquartered in the building.

* * *
UNDP

12 November- The Millennium Development Goals adopted by world leaders meeting at the United Nations in 2000 constitute a “new global deal” between developed and developing countries, the Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Mark Malloch Brown, said today in Kampala. 

The targets aim to reduce poverty, achieve universal primary education, reduce infant mortality, reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and halve the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water.

 
Speaking to students at Makerere University at the outset of a six-day visit to Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mr. Malloch Brown said the Great Lakes countries had come to appreciate the value of those goals, in particular as they relate to democratic governance. 

The UNDP Administrator heads for Kigali tonight and then to Kinshasa on Thursday.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Ivory" ��BBC - African ivory sales allowed


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Sales" ��CNN - U.N. meeting allows first ivory sales in  years�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ban" ��Financial Times - Ban on ivory trade lifted� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trade" ��The Independent - African nations to trade in ivory�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Extinction" ��The Independent - Will the elephant be back on road to extinction?


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Support" ��South China Morning Post - US says it will support  … trade in A frican ivo�ry


� HYPERLINK  \l "Opposition" ��The Christian Science Monitor -  Old ivory ban faces fresh opposition� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "CITES" ��ENS - U.S. Surprises CITES with Support of Ivory Trade�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Poachers" ��DPA - Poachers kill elephants and rhino in series of hunts in Kruger Park�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Deserts" ��SAPA - Stopping Africa's deserts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Desertificacion" ��EFE - Sabiduría indígena crucial para luchar contra la desertificación�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Teste" ��AFP - Afrique:  le PNUE teste des methodes locales contre la desertification�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Poverty" ��PANA - Poverty, HIV/AIDS  pose challenge to environment�
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