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La Premio Nobel, estrella de la cumbre de las ambientalistas 
Telma Luzzani. NAIROBI ENVIADA ESPECIAL
tluzzani@clarin.com


Al borde de la carretera nace una tierra roja como la misionera y, un poco más allá surge exuberante la vegetación tropical. En casi toda Nairobi, la capital de Kenia, es así: no hay veredas. La gente camina tranquila por la tierra, al borde de las calles, sin prestar atención al tránsito bastante alocado de autos de distintas década, "matatus" (combis vetustas con pasajeros), bicicletas y lujosas 4x4 que transitan a la usanza británica por la izquierda. Tampoco hay cloacas. Ni planificación urbana. Nairobi se ha ido expandiendo por décadas sin un orden que permita al extranjero orientarse con facilidad.

Lo que sí hay y muy marcadas son las diferencias sociales. Karen, el barrio de los blancos, con casas que ocupan una manzana pero que no pueden verse detrás de los muros o de las ligustrinas de tres metros. Más cerca del centro Kibera, la villa miseria más grande de Africa después de la de Soweto sudafricana con más de 1.500.000 personas. Y en la zona alta, el aristocrático barrio de Muthaiga donde está el complejo de las Naciones Unidas y donde se llevó a cabo simultáneamente el primer agasajo a la Premio Nobel de la Paz, Wangari Maathai, y la inauguración de la Asamblea Mundial de Mujeres y Me dio Ambiente.

Al lado de la ONU, en el centro de una colina verde, se alza imponente la nueva Embajada de los EE.UU. conocida popularmente como "el palacio" y que para muchos kenianos es ofensiva por su ostentación. 

En las Naciones Unidas la llegada de la Premio Nobel armó un revuelo de gritos y aplausos. No podía haber salido mejor: 72 horas antes de inaugurar esta asamblea, Wangari Maathai, una keniana famosa en Africa por luchar en esos campos y por combatir contra la dictadura de Daniel Moi (1978-2002) en Kenia, había sido premiada con el Nobel de la Paz. Un premio que —según dijo en la inauguración el director del Programa por el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer— es una señal de respaldo a la lucha por mejorar la situación de la mujer y el medio ambiente.

Vestida con un traje tradicional africano en naranja brillante y una vincha del mismo color la profesora Maathai, muy emocionada, tomó el premio como un nuevo desafío. "Las cifras sobre la situación del mundo la tenemos, lo que hace falta ahora es voluntad de actuar. Vamos a seguir luchando. El cielo sigue siendo nuestro límite", dijo en medio de una ovación.

El otro motivo de orgullo destacado en la inauguración fue que el Premio Nobel de la Paz fue para una representante que apuesta al trabajo con las bases. "Quedó probado que los cambios no empiezan en las cúpulas dirigentes sino con la presión de los de abajo", dijo Maathai. 

En los próximos días las asambleístas harán un balance de lo actuado por los gobiernos hasta hoy y proyectarán estrategias para salir de una cadena mortal que se inicia con erradas medidas políticas y económicas, sigue con el aumento de la pobreza, la ignorancia y el desinterés por cambiar las cosas y termina con enfermedades, epidemias y guerras como quedó demostrado con holgura en los dos informes de PNUMA y del Estado de la Población Mundial de 2004.


________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS
POLITICS-KENYA:Women Hail Nobel Peace Prize Winner
Joyce Mulama 


NAIROBI, Oct 12 (IPS) - More than 140 environmentalists from 60 countries have showed accolades on Wangari Maathai, Kenya’s assistant minister for environment, for scooping this year’s Nobel Peace Prize. 

Maathai, who received a standing ovation from the women during the occasion in Kenya’s capital Nairobi, won the prestigious award on Oct. 8. 

‘’We, environmentalists, at this meeting are all overwhelmed. Maathai deserves the prize for her campaign to preserve the environment in Kenya. This, for sure, is an inspiration to all of us here,’’ Lena Sommestad, Swedish environment minister, told the two-day conference which ended in Kenya’s capital Nairobi Oct. 12. 

The meeting, under the banner ‘Women as the Voice for the Environment’, hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), was seeking to chart out ways for women’s recognition in environmental conservation and sustainable development. 

Maathai, the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize and the first Kenyan to become a Nobel Laureate, was awarded the prize by the Norwegian Nobel Committee, the organisers, for her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace. 

The 64-year-old environmentalist beat 194 other nominations including former UN chief weapons inspector Hans Blix to win the prize, which includes 1.3 million dollars awarded in the Norwegian capital, Oslo every Dec. 10. 

Up to now, the straight-talking Maathai is still overwhelmed with joy and shock. ‘’This has been the biggest surprise in my life. I was not expecting this. I am humbled that the world has recognised the work I have been doing. It never occurred to me that I would get this far,’’ she told the UNEP conference. 

She becomes the seventh African to win the award after former South Africa’s president Nelson Mandela, his predecessor Fredrick de Klerk, South African clergyman Desmond Tutu, Albert Lutuli, also from South Africa, Ghanaian Kofi Annan, current secretary General of the United Nations and Egypt’s assassinated president Anwar Sadat. 

Maathai’s contribution to the environment and her winning the award was highlighted at this week’s conference, where she was described as the ‘’iron lady’’ who was never afraid to confront authorities when it came to environmental issues. 

Maathai, a 1997 presidential candidate, says the award has added impetus to her fight against social injustices including corruption. 

She told a news conference in Nairobi at her Green Belt Movement offices Oct. 9 that she would continue to speak out against corruption. Green Belt Movement, of which she is the founder, is an environmental conservation organisation. 

‘’It will take much effort to uproot corruption and replace it with a culture of transparency, accountability and integrity. The government is committed to eliminating corruption and it is trying as much to demonstrate by action that it is fighting corruption. We expect that the law will deal with every person adversely mentioned in corrupt practices. I want to give the Ringera commission a chance to work, if it fails, we will start raising alarm,’’ she added. 

The Kenya Anti-Corruption Commission, headed by Justice Aaron Ringera, was established last year to spearhead the war on graft. 

Maathai’s remarks follow accusations by the British ambassador to Kenya, Edward Clay, two weeks ago of widespread corruption in government. 

It’s not the first time that Clay has spoken out about corruption in Kenya. In July 2004 he unleashed a fierce attack on President Mwai Kibaki’s government, to the fury of some of his ministers. U.S. ambassador William Bellamy followed suit, while the European Union (EU), Kenya’s second largest donor, threatened to review its funding programme. 

Maathai, honoured for adopting a comprehensive approach to sustainable development that combines democracy, human rights and women’s rights, has been controversial in cases where the government has shown open corruption, especially, attempted to grab public property including forests. 

In particular, she was in bad books of the previous Kenya African National Union (KANU) regime (1963-2002) and often found herself behind bars or hospitalised from injuries sustained after being clobbered by police. 

In 1999, Maathai, a mother of three, was attacked in Nairobi’s Karura forest by a gang that had been hired by a firm claiming ownership of part of the forest. She and her supporters had gone to the forest to protest over grabbing of the forest that had become a target of real estate developers. 

In 1989, she defied former president Daniel arap Moi by opposing a 62-storey building supposed to be constructed at Freedom Corner at Nairobi’s Uhuru Park. Should it have been built, the complex, which was to accommodate among others KANU’s headquarters, would have been the tallest in Africa. 

Maathai mobilised support and stood her ground, insisting that construction of the building would suck all of the city’s waters reducing it to a concrete jungle. Pressure against the project intensified, prompting Moi to abandon the plan. He was later to describe her as a ‘’mad woman, a threat to the order and security of the country’’. 

Maathai has continued to be vocal on matters relating to forests, the latest one being a controversial debate sparked by some government ministers calling for re-introduction of a system of shamba, farm in Swahili, which involves communities being allowed to grow crops on forestland. The system, the officials argue, will ensure that communities take care of forests and benefit in return by gaining extra land to cultivate crops. 

‘’Unfortunately in the last two decades, the system became corrupted and destructive, with poachers, illegal loggers, charcoal burners and even drug barons (growing cannabis sativa or marijuana) becoming common,’’ she told journalists Oct. 9. 

‘’Large tracts of forest lands were converted into farmlands, thereby destroying the local biodiversity and greatly reducing the capacity of these forests to be effective water towers. As a result, downstream farmers experience drying up of springs, streams and reduced water levels in rivers. Under such conditions, water projects fail, irrigation schemes fail, bore holes dry up and taps run dry,’’ she said. 

According to Maathai, the consequences are too gross for anyone to advocate turning the country’s 1.7 million hectares of indigenous forestland into farmlands and industrial plantations. 

Similar concerns had been articulated in a recent UNEP publication ‘Women and the Environment’. The 166-page document was launched in May 2004 as part of the run-up to the Nairobi meeting. 

‘’As the majority of the world’s poor, women play decisive roles in managing and preserving biodiversity, water, land and other natural resources, yet their centrality is often ignored or exploited,’’ noted UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer, in the publication’s foreword. 

That’s exactly what the women, meeting in Nairobi, are seeking to change. (END/2004) 
Payvand's Iran News ...

10/12/04

Iran's Damavand emblem awarded to Nobel prize winner

Tehran, Oct 11 , IRNA -- Iran's Vice-President and Head of Department of Environment (DoE) Masoumeh Ebtekar awarded 'Damavand Emblem' to Kenya Deputy Head of Environment Organization and Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai.

In the meeting of world female ministers of environment in Nairobi on Monday, Ebtekar, awarding the emblem to Maathai, said,"Damavand is a symbol of firmness and constancy in Iran and you are eligible to receive such a medal for your constancy in protection of environment'.

The world female environment ministers gathered in Nairobi for a two-day meeting dubbed 'Women, Environment Voice' in UNEP headquarters.

The first speaker in the meeting was Iran's vice-president Dr. Ebtekar who said peace is a fundamental pre-requisite for sustainable development, poverty elimination, women progress and increasing standard of living adding in the current situation of world new order the women are more exposed to dangers.

She expressed in such situation women can take the leadership of changes and developments in decision making process of governments.

Women spirit can promote tranquility of soul and heart and cause internal peace and understanding which can cause a balance in world politics and strengthen the sustainable development, Ebtekar added.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Kenyan Laureate Urges Rich Nations to Ratify Kyoto
NAIROBI: October 13, 2004

NAIROBI - Kenya's Nobel Peace Prize winner, Wangari Maathai, urged wealthy nations to ratify the Kyoto protocol on climate change to ease the burden of pollution on poor countries. 


Maathai, an outspoken environmentalist, on Friday became the first African woman to win the Peace Prize, for spearheading a tree-planting campaign to slow deforestation and aid the poor.
"We continue to appeal to the rich countries in the world to consider patterns of lifestyle that can reduce pollution of the environment," Maathai said.

"To not do that is to put the burden on the poor countries, which do not consume as much, don't pollute as such but who also suffer from that pollution," Maathai told reporters at the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi.

The pact is aimed at reducing the amount of greenhouse gasses emitted by developed countries. A total of 122 nations have ratified the pact or acceded to it, according to U.N. data.

President Vladimir Putin last month asked the Russian parliament to approve the treaty. Russia's approval would mean that nations accounting for over 55 percent of developed countries' carbon dioxide emissions are on board, the last requirement to make the treaty binding.

The United States, the biggest polluter, withdrew in 2001 on the grounds Kyoto was too expensive and unfairly excluded developing counties.

Other big polluters like China and Australia have yet to ratify the agreement.

"I would like to see America not sacrifice the global environment because they have a lifestyle that they must maintain," she said.

Scientists say a reduction of at least 70 percent of greenhouse emissions over this century is necessary to curb the worst effects of climate change, such as rising sea levels, flooding and more frequent chaotic weather events like hurricanes.


Story by Wangui Kanina
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Nation

October 12, 2004 Tuesday

HEADLINE: Women and Gender;Environment Women Fete Laureate Maathai

 

BODY:
Women environmentalists yesterday congratulated Prof Wangari Maathai for winning the Nobel Peace prize.

A standing ovation, then ululations rent the air at the United Nations Environment Programme at Gigiri, Nairobi, as they garlanded the Environment assistant minister with another award - a wooden carving. 

In normal circumstance, she would not accept the award - it is a product of tree felling - but the joy of riding on top of the world triumphed and she kissed it.

Habitat executive director Anna Tibaijuka handed over the award on behalf of the women.

"African women are struggling but your feat is courageous. We celebrate your achievement for you have put us (women) on top of the world," she said.

Dressed in an orange kitenge with a head scarf to match, Prof Maathai accepted the gift, lifted it up and proudly joyfully brought it to her lips.

Earlier, she said: "Sisters, let us celebrate because it is our victory. We can stand tall because the world has finally recognised our persistence and commitment."

The occasion was the opening of an international conference of women ministers and other environmentalists.

The three-day conference, attended by, among others, Swedish Environment minister Ms Lena Sommestad and South Africa's deputy environment minister, Ms Rejoice Mabudafhasi, brought together women environmentalists from Europe, Asia, Africa and the US.

Unep executive director Klaus Topfer said he had ensured that the announcement of Prof Maathai's victory took place a week before the meeting. He was a member of the Nobel Peace prize committee.

Ms Mabudafhasi waxed poetic: "In the glow of green trees, shiny starts, a bright moon and a world of diversity, stands the environment."

LOAD-DATE: October 12, 2004 
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BBC

Great white wins more protection
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A system of permits will now control trade in great white shark products, a UN conference in Bangkok has decided. 
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) has put the shark on its so-called Appendix II list, which demands tighter regulations. 
Conservationists welcomed the move, which was passed at the behest of both Australia and Madagascar. 
"This will contribute significantly to great white conservation," said Nicola Beynon, of Humane Society International. 
"Now we have an opportunity to ensure trade in great white body parts is regulated sustainably." 
Globally threatened 
In their proposal, Australia and Madagascar argued that a higher listing for the great white shark "would help ensure that exploitation of the globally threatened species is regulated and monitored". 
Great white sharks are targeted commercially and by recreational fishermen for their valuable jaws and teeth. Their fins, like those of other sharks, are in high demand for soup. 
	
	


Accurate great white numbers are not known, but scientists say available data suggests the population is in decline. 
"I'm thankful that the international community recognises this species for what it really is - a perfectly adapted oceanic predator and a key player in many of the world's marine ecosystems," said Dr Ramón Bonfil of the Wildlife Conservation Society. 
"In spite of its reputed ferocity, this species is ironically a victim of what is undoubtedly the planet's most deadly species - humans," he continued. 
"This listing will help us manage the trade that currently threatens the great white shark by requiring data that harvests are not a detriment to the species." 
The great white already had an Appendix III listing. It has now become only the third shark to be afforded Appendix II protection under Cites, joining the far larger but gentle basking and whale sharks. 
The Swiss-based World Conservation Union's "Red List" - a respected wildlife guideline widely used by scientists and conservationists - classifies 82 sharks and rays as threatened. 
Another 10 are expected to be added soon. 
Whale defeat 
In a separate development, Japan's proposal to hunt minke whales commercially has been rejected by Cites. 
The convention currently gives minkes an Appendix I listing, which bans all trade; Japan had sought a relegation to Appendix II. 
But the proposal fell well short of the support it needed for adoption, with a majority of the 166 Cites delegates voting against the motion in Bangkok. 
The move preserves an 18-year-long moratorium on commercial whaling. 
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Data suggests there are more than one million minke whales worldwide


The down-listing of the minke to Appendix II would not have superseded the ban administered by the International Whaling Commission (IWC), but commentators say it would have put pressure on that body to ease the prohibition at some future date. 
There are more than one million minke whales worldwide, according to data presented to Cites, and Japan argued that their numbers were now at a level that could withstand limited harvesting. 
But conservationists had vowed to block the plan. "Major uncertainty remains over population trends of the minke whale, and permitting trade in whale meat through Cites would have been a challenge to the authority of the IWC," said WWF delegation leader Susan Lieberman. 
"We are tired of the Japanese trying to re-establish whaling through the back door." 
However, the Japanese delegation said it would continue pushing for a resumption of commercial whaling. 
"The West is trying to impose its unilateral standards on us. I regard this as cultural imperialism," Japanese delegate Masayuki Komatsu said. 
"We will continue to propose a down-listing." 
Numbers recovering 
Eugene Lapointe, president of IWMC World Conservation Trust, agrees the minke whale should not be included on Appendix I. 
"This outcome makes a mockery of international regulations for conservation," he said. "Appendix I is supposed to list species that would be endangered by international trade, not those that look good in the publicity material of animal rights groups. 
"Minke whales are plentiful, the evidence for their abundance is incontrovertible and there is even a concern that their burgeoning populations may be preventing the recovery of other species, such as the blue whale." 
Commercial exploitation of whales in the early part of the 20th Century had caused many whale populations to plummet. Since the IWC moratorium was imposed in 1986, species have been on rebound (some more than others). 
Having seen its minke proposal lost, Japan was then critical of the decision to up-list the great white. 
"No global population assessment of this species has been carried out," Japanese delegate Masayuki Komatsu told the Cites meeting. 
A large majority of the delegates disagreed, however; and they also went on to approve regulating the trade in humphead wrasse, a distinctive coral reef fish that lives in the Indo-Pacific. It can grow to a hefty 2m in length. 
Its rarity, and the fact that it is a prized delicacy, means the creature can retail at around US$130/kg, making it one of the most valuable fish in the live reef fish trade. It will now have an Appendix II listing like the great white. 
The signatories to the convention are meeting in the Thai capital for their 12-day biennial summit which ends on Thursday. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

CITES Allows Swaziland to Export, Hunt Rhinos
THAILAND: October 13, 2004


BANGKOK - A U.N. conference gave tiny Swaziland the green light Tuesday to export some of its white rhinos and bring in trophy hunters occasionally to shoot the massive animals. 


The decision at a meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Bangkok followed last week's lifting of a ban on hunting rarer black rhino in Namibia and South Africa which was greeted with howls of protest from animal welfare lobbyists.

Swaziland's proposal was not as controversial, but it goes to the heart of some of the issues at CITES.

Swaziland has 61 white rhinos - the second largest land mammal after the elephant - and space is an issue in a small, developing country of 1 million people and rising.

"Our space is limited and our white rhino populations are reaching ecological carrying capacity for the species," Swazi delegate James Reilly told Reuters.

Reilly said that money raised from exports of live animals or trophy hunts would be used for rhino conservation. Only one trophy hunt would be allowed every two years at most and problem animals would be targeted.

"Our preferred option is live removal," said Reilly.

White rhinos have been hunted in South Africa legally for more than three decades. Pushed to the brink of extinction a century ago, the southern sub-species of the horned titan now numbers several thousand.

Rhinos are still targeted by poachers in Africa and Asia for their horns, which fetch high prices in the Middle East where they are valued for dagger handles and in East Asia where they are used in traditional medicines.

But Swaziland has not lost a rhino to poachers for 12 years, Reilly said.
__________________________________________________________________________
Reuters 

Russia's Putin Hopes for Kyoto Ratification
RUSSIA: October 13, 2004


MOSCOW - Russian President Vladimir Putin unambiguously backed the Kyoto Protocol on Tuesday, in his first public comments since his government sent it to the Kremlin- dominated parliament for ratification. 


Russian ratification is vital to the environmental pact, which needs the backing of nations responsible for 55 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. After Washington pulled out in 2001, Moscow's participation is essential to meet targets. 

Visiting Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin congratulated Putin on the Russian government's recent decision to back the treaty, TASS news agency said. 

"I hope that Canada's position and its prime minister's support for Russia's decision to back the protocol will have a positive effect on the upcoming debate in the Russian parliament," Putin said. 

Putin does not formally control the Duma, but it is packed with his loyalists and is expected to decide on ratification by the year-end. 


REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Chief British Scientist Says Act Now on CO2
UK: October 13, 2004


LONDON - The world faces a surge in extreme weather events because of global warming and governments must act immediately to avert disaster, Britain's chief scientist said yesterday. 


"Already we are witnessing increased storms at sea and floods in our cities," David King said. "Global warming will increase the level and frequency at which we experience heightened weather patterns. 

"Action is affordable. Inaction is not," he told the third Greenpeace Business Lecture in central London. 

King said levels of the main greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, were at their highest ever and rising due primarily to the burning of fossil fuels at an unprecedented rate. 

King insisted he was optimistic. "We now understand what is happening and therefore what we must do to address this -- global action to reduce carbon emissions is the key," he said. 

It was not just cars and the boom in air travel that were the culprits; power stations and factories are pumping out greenhouse gases, and coal and wood remain the main sources of heat and light across large parts of the globe. 

King's warning echoed that by fellow British scientist Mike Pilling of Leeds University, speaking at the British Association for the Advancement of Science annual meeting last month. 

He warned that the escalation of hurricanes and heat waves would trigger an epidemic of premature deaths and urged governments to come up with a holistic solution rather than trying to pick off culprits one at a time. 

His comments came a day after scientists at Britain's Hadley Center revealed that CO2 levels in the atmosphere had risen in the past two years, prompting fears that catastrophic climate change could be out of control. 

However, although the CO2 spike had been registered across the world, scientists cautioned that it was too early to tell if it was an anomaly or if climate change had entered a new, explosive phase. 

"CO2 levels are up about two ppm (parts per million) in the past two years -- but it would be pushing it to say that it could be the start of runaway global warming," Kim Holmen at the Norwegian Institute for Air Research said. 

Environment pressure group Greenpeace said King had sounded an alarm that could not go unnoticed. 

"All political and business leaders now have a moral duty to respond to what is clearly an emergency," Greenpeace's executive Stephen Tindale said. 

The Kyoto treaty on cutting CO2 emissions by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2012 is expected to come into force within months with crucial Russian backing after the United States refusal to endorse the treaty in 2001 led to years of delays. 

But scientists are divided on the treaty's efficacy and environmentalists say it is far too little, too late. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Greenhouse Gas Jump Spurs Global Warming Fears
NORWAY: October 13, 2004


OSLO - An unexplained jump in greenhouse gases since 2002 might herald a catastrophic acceleration of global warming if it becomes a trend, scientists said. 

But they said the two-year leap might be an anomaly linked, for instance, to forest fires in Siberia or a freak hot summer in Europe in 2003 rather than a portent of runaway climate change linked to human disruption of the climate system.

"There have been two years where the rise of carbon dioxide (CO2) has been faster than average," said Richard Betts, Manager for Ecosystems and Climate Impacts at Britain's Hadley Center.

"We shouldn't get alarmist about this ... If it lasted for more than about five years you'd start to get worried," he said.

Carbon dioxide levels, the main gas blamed for blanketing the planet and pushing up temperatures since the Industrial Revolution, have risen by more than two parts per million (ppm) in the past two years against a recent rate of about 1.5 ppm.

Scientists said the figures were confirmed at sites including Mauna Loa, Hawaii, west Ireland or the Norwegian Arctic island of Svalbard, about 1,300 km (800 miles) miles from the North Pole. The rise was less in the southern hemisphere.

"CO2 levels are up about two ppm in the past two years - but it would be pushing it to say that it could be the start of runaway global warming," said Kim Holmen, senior scientist at the Norwegian Institute for Air Research (NILU).

The rise in the past two years is quicker than mapped out in U.N. projections to the year 2100 based on increased human use of fossil fuels like coal, oil or gas. Higher temperatures could trigger everything from desertification to rising sea levels.

PLANTS ABSORB CO2

On Svalbard, CO2 levels have varied in 2004 from 365-385 ppm, Holmen said. The level is lowest in summer, when plants absorb CO2 as they grow. Organisms from plants to animals emit CO2 when they breathe and the oceans and soil also trap CO2.

A background fear is that extra human emissions, by cars, factories and power plants, may be blunting the planet's ability to absorb CO2. In the worst case, that could lead to a runaway warming.

"These results are deeply worrying, and indicate that the battle against global climate change could be even more pressing than was previously thought," echoed Cathrine Pearce, Friends of the Earth International's climate campaigner.

"It's a worrying sign," said Steve Sawyer, climate policy director at environmental group Greenpeace.

U.N. scientists project that average temperatures will rise by 1.4 to 5.8 C (3 to 11 F) by 2100 because of human impact on the climate. Temperatures have already risen by 0.8C since the Industrial Revolution in tandem with a 30 percent rise in CO2 levels. 

The U.N.'s Kyoto protocol, likely to come into force in coming months with Russian help after a U.S. pullout in 2001, obliges developed nations to cut their carbon dioxide emissions by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. 


Story by Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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TIME MAGAZINE

October 18, 2004 | Vol. 164, No. 15 

10 Questions: Wangari Maathai 

Kenya's environmental activist and Nobel Peace Prize winner talks to TIME

In her native Kenya, Wangari Maathai has been arrested, beaten unconscious and called subversive. Last week, her fortunes took a different turn when she became the first environmental campaigner — and the first African woman — to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On Saturday, Maathai talked with TIME's Stephan Faris under a tree outside the offices of her Green Belt Movement in Nairobi. 

KOFI ANNAN, NELSON MANDELA, MOTHER TERESA, AND NOW YOU. HOW DOES IT FEEL? It is the kind of thing that I'm sure will sink in slowly. But right now, it's like a dream. When you are involved, you actually don't have time to evaluate the impact of your work. 

WHAT DO YOUR ACTIVITIES HAVE TO DO WITH PEACE? Many of the wars that are being fought are over resources: oil and water in the Middle East. Here in Africa, we have minerals, we have land, we have timber. I think what the Nobel committee is doing is going beyond war and looking at what humanity can do to prevent war. Sustainable management of our natural resources will promote peace. 

THE GREEN BELT MOVEMENT HAS PLANTED OVER 30 MILLION TREES. WHY TREES? The original idea was to give women firewood. I thought the easiest way was to teach them to plant trees themselves. We are just coming out of a culture where trees grew on their own. 

AND IT ALL STARTED IN YOUr BACKYARD? I started in a forest, and then took the trees to a show in Nairobi. From there, I didn't know where to go, so I took the trees to my backyard. 

WHY WORK WITH WOMEN? I actually did not choose women. Perhaps because I am a woman, the people talking about the need for firewood and the need for food were women. 

HOW WILL YOU SPEND THE MONEY? I want to use some of it to support this work. I also want to promote culture. There is a very strong link between culture and conservation. If our people had a reverence for the mountains that our forefathers had, they would not be raping that mountain. Instead, we view that mountain as a resource to exploit rather than as something to appreciate because it gave us water and wood. 

YOU'VE SAID AIDS IS A BIOLOGICAL WEAPON MANUFACTURED BY THE DEVELOPING WORLD TO WIPE OUT THE BLACK RACE. do you still believe that? I have no idea who created aids and whether it is a biological agent or not. But I do know things like that don't come from the moon. I have always thought that it is important to tell people the truth, but I guess there is some truth that must not be too exposed. 

WHAT ARE YOU REFERRING TO? I'm referring to aids. I am sure people know where it came from. And I'm quite sure it did not come from the monkeys. Why can't we be encouraged to ask ourselves these questions? 

WHAT'S THE PLANET'S BIGGEST CHALLENGE? The environment. We are sharing our resources in a very inequitable way. We have parts of the world that are very deprived and parts of the world that are very rich. And that is partly the reason why we have conflict. 

WHAT'S NEXT? More trees. I will grow more trees. Democratic governance is still a big issue in Africa, so I want to continue in that area. 

©TIME. Printed on Monday, October 11, 2004
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Science Monitor   12-10-04

http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/1012/p07s02-wogi.html
Headline:  Nobel redefines what it means to be a peacemaker

(JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA)Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai - this year's Nobel Peace Prize 

winner - has been called many things during her decades of activism. 

Her supporters call her brave, outspoken, and "the green militant." Her 

enemies have called her crazy, stubborn, and brash - especially when 

doing things like leading a group of women to strip off their clothes 

during one protest.

But she's never been called a peacemaker - until now. In fact, ever 

since the Nobel committee chose her last week, some have grumbled that 

a person best known for planting trees isn't quite worthy of the 

prestigious award. Yet the choice, observers say, symbolizes a 

broadening notion of what constitutes a peacemaker in today's world - 

and a widening definition of peace itself. Indeed, the elite Nobel club 

is gradually expanding beyond politicians like Mikhail Gorbachev or 

Nelson Mandela to include people like Ms. Maathai and Iranian rights 

activist Shirin Ebadi. It highlights a growing recognition that women, 

civil society, and issues like human rights and the environment are 

crucial to creating peace, observers say.

The committee and others "are starting to address the issue of peace at 

its roots," says Sanam Naraghi Anderlini of Women Waging Peace, a group 

based in Cambridge, Mass. And, she points out, the committee has 

increasingly recognized civil society as key. Six of the last 10 awards 

have gone to nongovernmental organizations or people - including Jimmy 

Carter for his post-presidential efforts; Jody Williams, who campaigned 

against land mines; and Doctors Without Borders for providing 

healthcare in crisis areas.

In announcing this year's award, committee chairman Ole Danbolt Mjoes 

said: "We have expanded the peace concept to include environmental 

issues because we believe that a good quality of life on Earth is 

necessary to promote lasting peace."

It's the first time the prize has gone to an environmentalist. And it 

sparked some criticism. "You don't give the Nobel chemistry prize to a 

professor in economics," said Carl Hagen, a politician in Norway. "A 

peace prize should honor peace, not the environment."

But people-powered movements like Maathai's may be some of the few 

places where peace is actually being forged these days, some observers 

say. Much of the world is focused on the war on terror and Iraq. And 

there's an absence of any major peace efforts in the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict or other major hot spots. "So much of the 

discourse since 9/11 has been, 'We're going to bomb you and shoot 

you,'" Ms. Anderlini observes. But by choosing Maathai, Anderlini says 

the Nobel committee seems to be saying, "Peace comes through 

constructive engagement on the grass-roots level."

For three decades, Maathai has led the Green Belt Movement, which 

claims to have planted some 30 million trees in 15 countries in Africa. 

Amid deforestation and desertification, many African women spend more 

time walking to and from wells each day. In East Africa, the time spent 

getting water has doubled since 1990, according to the UN. Trees help 

slow desertification, not to mention providing shade and firewood.

And there's growing focus on the link between conflict and 

environmental issues. A recent UN report mapped areas in Africa with 

two or three overlapping environmental issues and found a strong 

correlation with conflict. Hot spots included Burundi, Rwanda, eastern 

Congo, and Zimbabwe - all areas with current or recent conflicts.

There's also an awareness of how women are key to conservation - and 

thus to preventing conflict. In China, groups mobilized by women have 

planted willow and poplar trees to halt advancing deserts and create 

good land for growing vegetables. And in Thailand they have boosted 

biodiversity by saving 230 vegetable and other species from neighboring 

forests before they were clear-cut.

Besides the growing focus on conflict's root causes, the concept of 

peace is expanding beyond an absence of war, into the idea of "human 

security," where quality of life is good enough to avoid sparking 

conflict. Consequently, peacemaking has "broadened to include dealing 

with things that undermine the normal fulfillment of human life," says 

Chadwick Alger, who's on the editorial board of The International 

Journal of Peace Studies, published by George Mason University in 

Fairfax, Va. This includes environmental problems and "all kinds of 

things that lead to a shorter life for people."

(c) Copyright 2004 The Christian Science Monitor.  All rights reserved. 
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UNEP in the news

Environment Women Fete Laureate Maathai

The Nation (Nairobi): Women environmentalists yesterday congratulated Prof Wangari Maathai for winning the Nobel Peace prize. A standing ovation, then ululations rent the air at the United Nations Environment Programme at Gigiri, Nairobi, as they garlanded the Environment assistant minister with another award - a wooden carving. In normal circumstance, she would not accept the award - it is a product of tree felling - but the joy of riding on top of the world triumphed and she kissed it. UN-Habitat Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka handed over the award on behalf of the women. "African women are struggling but your feat is courageous. We celebrate your achievement for you have put us (women) on top of the world," she said. Prof Maathai said: "Sisters, let us celebrate because it is our victory. We can stand tall because the world has finally recognized our persistence and commitment." The occasion was the opening of an international conference of women ministers and other environmentalists. The three-day conference, attended by, among others, Swedish Environment Minister Ms Lena Sommestad and South Africa's Deputy Environment Minister, Ms Rejoice Mabudafhasi, brought together women environmentalists from Europe, Asia, Africa and the US.  UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer said he had ensured that the announcement of Prof Maathai's victory took place a week before the meeting. He was a member of the Nobel Peace prize committee. Ms Mabudafhasi waxed poetic: "In the glow of green trees, shiny starts, a bright moon and a world of diversity, stands the environment." http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120033.html
General Environment News

Southern Africa: Countries Urged to Adopt Disaster Legislation

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Southern African countries, hard-hit by recent droughts and floods, have been urged to adopt disaster management legislation to improve their response to emergencies. An agricultural economist, Andries Jordaan, told IRIN on Tuesday that the legislation should provide for setting up an early warning system and proactive prevention policies. Jordaan was at a three-day conference and exhibition on African Aid, Disaster Management and Relief, which opened in South Africa on Tuesday. "Each country's focus should be on risk reduction, rather than focusing exclusively on relief. South Africa, one of the few countries in Africa which has disaster management legislation in place, prioritizes prevention," he noted. A two-pronged approach, built into the legislation to respond to both risk reduction and relief and recovery, had helped countries like France and the United States develop one of the most effective disaster management and response systems in the world, said Jordaan.  The legislation should strengthen disaster response units at local government level, provide for periodic vulnerability assessments and the development of an early warning system. The legislation would "at least help all the stakeholders know who should respond when - which will help reduce the response time to a disaster quite considerably," he added. “Drought and HIV/AIDS are the risk factors in this region - we even encourage the private sector to take these issues into consideration while planning," Jordaan said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120711.html
Observation Project Has Finger On Pulse of SA's Environment

Business Day (Johannesburg): Initiative to study long-term ecological change, propose solutions> THEY may share a border, but the Kruger National Park and the copper mines around the town of Phalaborwa are worlds apart. A helicopter flight along the fenced boundary in Limpopo reveals a jarring juxtaposition: pristine wilderness abutting spewing smokestacks and gaping gashes in the earth. This difference is one reason why a major "green" initiative - the South African Environmental Observation Network - is being launched in the region. It aims to monitor long-term ecological change, especially in heavily stressed areas, and act as an early warning system for policy makers to avert crises. "Drought, floods, pollution, changes in land use, soil degradation, invasive species and loss of species are recurrent phenomena (in SA)," said Science and Technology Minister Mosibudi Mangena at the network's launch in Phalaborwa late last month. "Long-term environmental measurement is essential if we are to effectively deal with these environmental changes and disasters, and the attendant collapse of social systems in southern Africa." Headquarters for the project, complete with a laboratory, have been made available for the study in the Kruger Park, which will see teams of scientists conduct long-term research on environmental change and make recommendations for sustainable use of resources. The South African Environmental Observation Network aims to "take the pulse" of SA's many diverse ecosystems, with a further six to eight headquarters or "nodes" planned over the next decade. Many of the mines in the region are expected to close in the coming years and scientists are keen to study firsthand how the land recovers from such activities.  It is hoped that the network will also be used to avert other natural disasters. For example, the massive floods which pounded Mozambique in 2000 and 2001 were blamed in part on poor land use in neighboring countries which resulted in erosion. The Phalaborwa region is an area of ecological contrasts - making it an ideal location to study long-term trends. The network's chairman, Albert van Jaarsveld, says he hopes the scientists involved will study land degradation and come up with land-use proposals. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120229.html
Cabinet to Hear of Plan to Combat Degradation

Business Day (Johannesburg): A national action plan to combat drought and desertification has been drafted after being in the pipeline for nearly 10 years. The plan will soon be presented to the cabinet, a parliamentary committee on environment and tourism heard yesterday. The Chief Director of biodiversity and heritage at the environmental affairs and tourism department, acknowledged the delay, but said various initiatives in this regard had already been launched. She said 6-million hectares of productive land had been lost in Africa to land degradation since 1990, while the problem threatened the livelihoods of about 1- billion people and had already made 135-million homeless. She said the action plan was based on intensive consultation between various government departments, including environmental affairs and tourism, agriculture and land affairs, water affairs and forestry, and minerals and energy.  The DEAT was busy mobilizing private sector support seeking funding for its action plan and Deputy Minister Joyce Mabudafhasi would hold a private forum on the issue in November to solicit funding from, among others entities, commercial agriculture. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120227.html
Kenyan MPs Chop Down Forest Bill, Clear Ground for More Ideas

The East African (Nairobi): THE RECENT rejection of the Forest Bill by the Kenyan parliament means that the Forest Act Cap 385 of the Laws of Kenya is still in force. This brings into focus the country's forestry sector, which remains in transition as many of its operations currently anticipate provisions in the Forest Bill 2004. The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources and other stakeholders are expected to continue with consultations on policy, legislation and institutional reforms. So far, the ministry has established a forest sector reform secretariat in anticipation of the Bill being tabled for debate in parliament early next year.  The rejected Bill proposed a complete overhaul of the sector in terms of new partnerships and institutional arrangements in forest management. But stakeholders in the sector have had little opportunity to participate in the formulation of the Bill, says Dr Jeff Odera, programme co-ordinator, Research Programme on Sustainable Use of Dryland Biodiversity. This rejection of the bill now offers forestry stakeholders a good opportunity to put together their ideas so that they can add their input to the Forest Bill before it is presented in parliament again. Kenya has been losing forest cover at a massive rate of 3,000 ha per year; the cover now stands at 1.3 million ha, which is only 2.3 per cent of the country's land area. This is way below 12 per cent recommended by the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) for an agriculture based country. Industrial forest plantations, which have been the mainstay of the wood processing sector, have declined in area substantially, from 170,000 ha in 1985 to an estimated 120,000 ha today. "The challenge facing the sector is how to increase forest cover to sustainably meet the demand for forest goods and services to a fast increasing and industrializing population, so that the sector contributes fully to socio-economic development of the country," says Dr Odera. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120861.html
Termites could give clues to energy efficient buildings

SciDev.Net (London): African termite mounds could help scientists develop energy efficient buildings that can adapt to an increasingly changing climate and atmosphere, according to Rupert Soar, of Loughborough University's School of Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering. To test this idea, Soar will travel this week to Namibia, where he and his colleagues will spend the next three years studying the structure of termite mounds.  Termite nests are large mud structures that average three meters in height, and extend down into the ground. They are remarkable for the way they maintain stable internal temperature and humidity despite variations in the environment that surrounds them. Evidence suggests that the temperature inside termite nests rarely varies by more than a few degrees, though outside temperatures can range from below freezing at night to 40 degrees Celsius during the day. Researchers believe the structure of fine tunnels and ducts inside the mound play an important role in regulating temperature, as well as moisture levels and the replenishment of oxygen. It seems that different parts of a mound's structure control different aspects of the nest environment. What is most remarkable is that all this is achieved without drawing any energy from the outside world, or, as Soar puts it, "they do it without being near the power station". If, as Soar hopes, the structure explains how termite mounds are able to regulate their internal environment without drawing on any external source of energy, the findings could be invaluable in informing future building design. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120688.html
Cites Imposes Trade Controls On African Diet Plant

The Namibian (Windhoek) A United Nations conference approved on Friday a proposal by African countries to control trade in a rare plant sought hungrily by drug companies for its appetite-suppressing properties. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120019.html
Cycle of Environmental Cinema Starts Thursday

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): The second edition of the Cycle of Environmental Cinena (Cineambient) starts on 14 October, here, to promote knowledge and interest on ecology, environment management, deal with global threats and pollution. Cineambient has an educative character and aims to display documentaries and films showing the state of environment at global level. The event is organized by Angolan non-governmental organizations with partnerships of the Ministries of Education, Urbanism and Environment and Youth and Sports. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410120835.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

UN to protect killer of the deep
Melbourne Herald Sun, Australia, 13 October 2004 (By Kimina Lyall) -THE great white shark, one of the world's most feared creatures, found itself some unexpected friends yesterday when a United Nations conference issued a surprise vote to restrict its international trade.
It is hoped the decision will make sales of the teeth and jaws of great white sharks rarer, and help reduce the predator's risk of extinction. 
…As a result of the decision, the 166 signatory countries to the convention must not export the shark or its products without a certificate demonstrating that it will not affect the local shark population.
http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,11058136%255E401,00.html 

Wildlife Meet Rejects Japan’s Commercial Whaling Plan
The Statesman, India, BANGKOK, Oct. 12. — A Japanese proposal to allow commercial trade in minke whales — protected under a global treaty — was firmly rejected by delegates at an international wildlife meeting today, conservationists said. The request to hunt three populations of the mammals was turned down by a majority of delegates at a two-week conference of the 166 signatory countries of the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites).
http://www.thestatesman.net/page.news.php?clid=3&theme=&usrsess=1&id=56887 

Whaling, ivory trade still divisive issues
Manila Times, Philippines, 13 October 2004 - BANGKOK—Whaling and the trade in ivory have long and sometimes bloody histories tightly linked to the global expansion in trade and Europe’s colonial past. 
Their uncertain futures are sure to remain divisive issues on the global conservation agenda after the latest Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Bangkok wraps up on Thursday.
http://www.manilatimes.net/national/2004/oct/13/yehey/opinion/20041013opi8.html 
Man gives great white shark a helping hand
The Age, Australia, (By Connie Levett, South-East Asia Correspondent, Bangkok)
October 13, 2004 http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/10/12/1097406576369.html?oneclick=true 

Japan loses bid to legitimize hunting minke whale
Xinhua, China, 12 October 2004 - http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-10/12/content_2082045.htm 

Asean takes aim at illegal wildlife trade 
Borneo Bulletin, Brunei Darussalam, 12 October 2004  - http://www.brunei-online.com/bb/tue/oct12w9.htm 

Int'l wildlife meeting rejects Japan's call to lift whale trade ban
Japan Today, Japan, 12 October 2004 -http://www.japantoday.com/e/?content=news&cat=1&id=315197 

SE Asia takes aim at illegal wildlife trade 
Radio Australia, Australia , 12 October 2004 - http://www.abc.net.au/ra/newstories/RANewsStories_1218276.htm 

Nature ; Whaling and ivory trade have long histories
KeralaNext.com, India, 12 October  2004 - http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=54632 
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephan Dujarric de la Riviere, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon. 

Our guest today will be Wolfgang Petritsch, the President-designate of the Nairobi Summit on a Mine Free World, which is the first review of the conference of the Anti-Personnel Mind Ban Treaty.  The conference is scheduled to take place from 29 November to 3 December this year.  And Mr. Petritsch will give you more details about it following my briefing and following Djibril Diallo briefing on the General Assembly.

**Secretary-General’s Statement on Côte d’Ivoire
I have a statement on Côte D’Ivoire. 
“The Secretary-General is concerned at the deteriorating security situation in Côte d’Ivoire, in particular the attacks against the ONUCI Sector East offices and staff in Forces nouvelles-controlled areas.
“The Secretary-General strongly appeals to all Ivorian parties to desist from any action that could aggravate the situation in the country.  He expects the Ivorian authorities and political forces to exercise restraint, to refrain from any resort to violence and to fulfil their commitments with regard to the full and unconditional implementation of the peace process.” 
And that statement is available upstairs.  
**Secretary-General’s Statement in the Middle East
“The Secretary-General is deeply troubled by the continuing military action and violence in the northern Gaza Strip, with the high toll of death and injuries among the civilian population.  He grieves for the many children who have been killed or wounded in these operations.
“The Secretary-General is also very disturbed by the destruction of civilian property, infrastructure and agricultural land in the northern Gaza Strip in such operations and calls on the Government of Israel to do the utmost to avoid any harm to Palestinian civilians.
“The Secretary-General once again reiterates his deep conviction that there exists no military solution to the conflict, and calls again on both parties to cease all forms of violence and to renew their search for a peaceful settlement of the conflict.  He also urges the leadership on both sides to pay far greater heed to their obligations under international humanitarian law to protect civilians in armed conflicts.”
And that statement is available upstairs.
**UNRWA
Also from Gaza, we have a press release from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).
A child sitting at a UN-flagged school in the Gaza Strip was hit in the stomach by gunfire from an Israeli position today, according to UNRWA.
The child, an eleven-year-old girl, was immediately taken to the hospital, where her condition is currently reported as stable.
The Agency says this is the fourth such incident in less than two years.  It has repeatedly called on the Israeli authorities to stop firing at schools.
And we have a press release available upstairs on that issue. 
**Afghanistan -- Secretary-GeneralMessage
Turning to Afghanistan, the Secretary-General today warmly congratulated the men and women of Afghanistan on their impressive participation in last Saturday’s elections.
In a message read out on Afghan television and radio by his Special Representative, Jean Arnault, the Secretary-General said that the long walks the Afghan people made to the polling stations were a heart-warming demonstration that democracy is firmly taking root in their country.
He also congratulated the national security forces and the 120,000 Afghans who served as polling staff.  He noted allegations of irregularities and said, “Rest assured that they will be fully clarified.”
The Secretary-General concluded by congratulating the Afghan people for “their patience, resilience and civic maturity”.
And we have copies of that message available upstairs. 
**Security Council -- Afghanistan
Also on Afghanistan, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hédi Annabi, briefed the Security Council in an open meeting today on the elections.
Mr. Annabi said that the process of counting ballots is expected to continue for some two to three weeks.
And we have copies of his statement available upstairs. 
The Council is now in consultations where it is expected to be discussing the presidential statement welcoming the Afghan elections as historic, and congratulating the Afghan people. 
The Council will urge the Government of Afghanistan to continue to confront the remaining challenges, including security, the timely preparations of parliamentary elections next April, reconstruction, disarmament, and the fight against narcotics.  
**Afghanistan
And one last note from Afghanistan.  The UN Mission says one of the UN’s helicopters flying over the Badakhshan region was forced to land this morning because of engine problems.  Three crew members and five passengers were forced to land near the village of Patukh, near the Afghanistan-China border.
The eight people are reported to be fine, and not injured, but they cannot be rescued this evening.  And given the weather conditions and the rugged terrain, they have been provided with warm clothes and shelter material by an air drop, and will hopefully be rescued tomorrow.
**Secretary-Generalin China
Turning to the Secretary-General, as you know, he is in China.  Today, he toured a peacekeeping training centre in the city of Langfang.  The compound was completed just last year for the purpose of training civilian police for UN peacekeeping missions. 
He told the 90 Chinese officers undergoing training there, who are about to be sent to Haiti, “There is great need for your talent, your help and your contribution, and I am sure you will do well in Haiti.”
From there, he returned to Beijing, where he was joined by his wife, Nane, for a visit to an AIDS voluntary counselling and confidential testing centre.  They met privately with an AIDS patient who was in counselling, and then with seven other infected individuals.  On exiting, the Secretary-General told journalists that he had met with “courageous people who are not only living with the condition but are also determined to share their experience with others”.  He added that it would be helpful “if we could encourage people we know to come together and get tested”.
And we have more upstairs on the Secretary-General’s programme.  
**Democratic Republic of Congo -- Returnees
Turning to the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, after six days of stand-off at the border, the Congolese Government has agreed to allow some 1,300 Congolese refugees to return from Burundi.  According to the UN refugee agency, the border was opened early yesterday afternoon, and a first group of 200 refugees were taken into the DRC under the protection of UN officers to a transit centre near the city of Uvira.  The rest are due to return to the DRC today after verification by the UN Mission, as well as Congolese authorities. 
The returning refugees are part of some 20,000 who arrived in Burundi after they fled fighting in the eastern DRC, earlier this year, in June. 
According to a UNHCR spokesman, the refugees have been repeatedly advised that the situation in their home region of South Kivu remains volatile, and that return at this stage could be difficult.  Given their determination to return home, the agency is putting in place an emergency programme to assist them and they will be opening an office in Uvira.
And more information is available on that upstairs. 
**IAEA -- Iraq
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) continues to be concerned about the widespread and apparently systematic dismantlement that has taken place in Iraq of nuclear sites that the Agency had previously monitored.
In a letter to the Security Council, IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei says that “the imagery shows in many instances the dismantlement of entire buildings that housed high precision equipment”.
He adds that the disappearance of high-quality dual-use equipment may be significant in terms of nuclear proliferation, and he asks that any State that has information about the location of such items provide it to the IAEA.
**Africa/Good Governance
Turning to the Economic Commission for Africa, a new report released today by that Commissionfinds that African governance is improving, but significant challenges remain. 
The report, entitled “Striving for Good Governance in Africa”, is an overview of the state of governance in 28 countries covering 72 per cent of Africa’s population.
The report says that while African political governance is improving in some areas such as tax evasion and corruption, there’s still a long way to go.  
It also proposes a 10-point action plan for reversing Africa’s governance deficits.
And we have more on this upstairs. 
**Security Report
On a report issued by the Secretary-General to the General Assembly yesterday, he called for a new Directorate of Security, which would include the Office of Security Coordinator, the UN Security and Safety Services, and the security components of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations. 
The report says that the Directorate should be headed by an Under-Secretary-General who would report directly to the Secretary-General. The report also called for a significant increase in the number of security personnel, particularly in the field.
We had intended for the Deputy Secretary-General to provide a briefing on the report for you tomorrow.  However, that briefing has now been postponed until 1 November, once the full budget figures for the Security Directorate are out. 
**UNTSO
The Secretary-General announced today the appointment of Brigadier-General Clive Lilley of New Zealand, as the new Chief of Staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization, known as UNTSO, based in Jerusalem. 
The General succeeds Major-General Carl Dodd of Ireland who gave up his post at the end of September.
A press release and an exchange of letters with the Council are available upstairs. 
**Secretary-General’s Statement on Death of Former Force Commander
And we also learned yesterday of the sudden death of Major-General Lalit Mohan Tewari, who had been the head of UNIFIL, the UN peacekeeping force in Lebanon. 
In a statement, the Secretary-General said he was saddened to learn of the sudden passing of the General.  From August 2001 to February 2004, General Tewari served with distinction as the Force Commander of UNIFIL.  Earlier in his career, he’d served as the Chief Military Observer for the Observer Group in Costa Rica.
General Tewari’s long and honourable service is a credit to both his country and to the United Nations.  The Secretary-General offers his deepest condolences to the Government of India, the Indian Armed Forces, and General Tewari’s family and friends in this most difficult of times.
**UNFPA/End Fistula
Just a couple of more items, I’d like to draw your attention to a new web site, which was launched today, for the Global Campaign to End Fistula.
Fistula is a childbirth injury that affects at least 2 million women in developing countries.  It is also preventable, and can be treated through surgery that costs under $300. 
The web site is sponsored by the UN Population Fund, and more information is available upstairs.
**UNFPA
This week here at Headquarters, there will be a number of events to mark the tenth anniversary of the Cairo International Conference on Population and Development. 
I’ll just highlight two of those:
Tomorrow at 10:30 in the morning, in this room, the Executive Director of the UN Population Fund, Thoraya Obeid, will be joined by the UN Foundation founder, Ted Turner, as well as the Foundation’s President, Tim Wirth.  They will discuss a statement signed by a diverse cross-section of global leaders reaffirming the Cairo’s Conference’s action plan and urging its full implementation in the next 10 years as part of the effort to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. 
And, on Thursday, there will be a commemorative meeting in the General Assembly Hall.  Speakers will include ministers of planning and other senior officials from around the world.
And more information is available upstairs. 
**DPI
The Department of Public Information (DPI) today launched its new version of the Daily Highlights, which will now be called the UN Daily News.  The revamped digest will continue to be available as a press release on the racks –- but you can now access it online in printer-friendly format on the UN News Centre web page.  
In addition, DPI has made language adaptations for its Daily News available in Chinese, French, Spanish and Russian versions of the News Centre.  And work is being completed on the Arabic version, as well.
Also, the Highlights of the Noon briefing are now available in French, courtesy of our colleagues in the French service of the Press Section of DPI.
**World Chronicle
And lastly, World Chronicle programme 497, hosted by Tony Jenkins, will be shown today, at 3:30 p.m. on in-house channel 31.  The guest is Juan Mendez, the UN Special Adviser for the Prevention of Genocide.  And the focus of the discussion is on the UN role in detecting and preventing genocide, as well as identifying indicators of possible genocide. 

I’ve spoken enough, do you have any questions? 

**Questions and Answers
Question:  How does the UN plan to deal with the issue of materials being away from the nuclear site in Iraq?

Spokesman:  This is an issue that’s been of concern both to the IAEA and UNMOVIC.  UNMOVIC has raised in a number of its reports that they had found material in scrap yards, in Jordan and as far away as the Netherlands.  The important thing, as Mohamed ElBaradei said, is that any information that Member States have on this equipment be forwarded to UNMOVIC and IAEA so that they can follow up. 

Question:  Will the letter be available to us? 

Spokesman:  Yes, the report is out on the racks. 

Question:  One more question.  Are there any developments in the Israeli allegations that the UN ambulances are carrying the rockets? 

Spokesman:  The UN team, as you know, is in the region.  They’re meeting with Israeli officials.  They took note of Prime Minister Sharon’s statement today, in the press, acknowledging that a stretcher had been, in fact, misidentified as a Kasam rocket.  They’re continuing to travel and are expected back soon to report to the Secretary-General. 

Any other questions?

Question:  Do you have anything new on the investigative team in Afghanistan [inaudible]?

Spokesman:  No, the presidential candidates had until 6 p.m. this evening to file their complaints.  It’s already past 6 in Kabul, so I’m sure that’s being done, and now the work of the commission will begin and they’ll examine those complaints. 

Question:  Is there either a report or ...?

Spokesman:  Literally, I don’t know exactly with the time difference, but we’re talking about a few hours since they’ve begun their work, so as soon as we have an update, we’ll pass it along to you.

Thank you very much.  Djibril?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.  The General Assembly turned its spotlight yesterday on two items on its agenda concerning the work of the Security Council.  These two items are the report of the Security Council and the question of equitable representation and increasing the membership of that body, and related matters.  The item registered such a large number of speakers – 107 -- that the allocated time will not be enough for those wanting to take the floor.  The agenda item had, originally, three days -- Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday -- and it is likely to spill over beyond that period.

In view of the importance of these items, and as I promised you at the beginning of this General Assembly, I’ve suggested to the President of the General Assembly, President Jean Ping, to come and talk to you this Friday.  And I will work with the Secretary-General’s Spokesman’s Office, and we will try to put it together for 12:30.  So, whenever there is an issue of major interest to you, I will suggest to the President to come in person and talk to you about it.  So, this Friday, possibly at 12:30, President Jean Ping.  During that period, he will give you an assessment of how things went regarding the intervention, so I will not delve into what the Member States said yesterday.  I’ll let the session continue and then have President Jean Ping come in and talk to you. 

But I can give you a snapshot of some of the items.  One, is there was a sense of determination, on the part of delegations that spoke yesterday, to do everything possible to untangle some of the more complex issues that have deadlocked the Security Council reform efforts for more than 10 years now.  These are well known to you, because you talk to me a lot about them.  They range from making the Security Council’s work more open, more transparent, to expanding its membership and reforming the veto.

The report of the Security Council was introduced by the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom, who currently holds the rotating presidency of the Security Council.  The report, and I’ll give the reference again for those of you who did not have it before, it’s A/59/2.  That report detailed an intense year, the year being from 1 August 2003 to 31 July 2004, an intense year, and it covered a whole range of conflicts and other issues.  The key issues covered by the Security Council during that period included Iraq, the situation in the Middle East, Kosovo, Africa; and also the threat of international terrorism was a topic addressed by the Council throughout the year. 

The second item taken up by the General Assembly was the report of the Fifth Committee, the Administrative and Budgetary Committee.  That report was on the scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations and is contained in document A/59/421.  In that report, the Fifth Committee recommended a draft resolution by which the General Assembly would agree that the failure of the following countries, the Central African Republic, the Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, the Republic of Moldova, Sao Tome and Principe, Somalia and Tajikistan -- that the failure of those countries to pay the minimum amount necessary to avoid application of Article 19 of the Charter was due to conditions beyond their control, and would, therefore, decide that those States should be permitted to vote in the Assembly until 30 June 2005.  The Assembly also decided that Georgia and Liberia should be permitted to vote in the Assembly until 30 June 2005. 

Again, as all the committees are now operational, I can give you some pointers on story ideas without giving you a long list of the work of the committees, but just some pointers that may be helpful to you in terms of story ideas coming out of the committees.  And I picked up two or three such story ideas for this briefing.  One is the work of the Third Committee on its discussion on crime prevention and criminal justice and international drug control.  In yesterday’s discussion, the message was that international cooperation was essential to combating transnational organized crime and that message was stressed by several speakers addressing the Committee; issues ranging from trafficking of illicit drugs, human beings, small arms; to international terrorism to corruption and related economic fraud.  Member States highlighted the fact that advances in communications, in travel and banking, had propelled globalization of national economies but, at the same time, had also been used by criminal groups making transnational crime a clear threat to national and international peace and security.

The Fourth Committee focused on the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.  Here, there is something which is coming to the plenary, which is the recommendations of UNISPACE III, which stands for the UN Conference on Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.  The President of the Fourth Committee from Myanmar said that the peaceful uses of space could contribute to the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, as well as declarations on sustainable development and bridging of the information gap.  More information is available from our unit, with my colleague Israa Hamad, on this matter.  So, again, let me emphasize the fact that this item will be dealt with, for the first time, at the plenary level.  That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  If not, thank you.

[Briefing by Mr. Petritsch covered separately.]

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "la" ��Clarin Newspaper - La Premio Nobel, estrella de la cumbre de las ambientalistas�


� HYPERLINK "winner" ��IPS - POLITICS-KENYA:Women Hail Nobel Peace Prize Winner�


� HYPERLINK "emblem" ��Payvand's Iran News - Iran's Damavand emblem awarded to Nobel prize winner�


� HYPERLINK "kyoto" ��Reuters - Kenyan Laureate Urges Rich Nations to Ratify Kyoto�


� HYPERLINK "fete" ��The Daily Nation - Women and Gender;Environment Women Fete Laureate Maathai�
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