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Crackdown on great white trade

BODY:
EFFORTS to crackdown on trading body parts of the great white shark will go international next month.

Although the great white is now fully protected in Australia, it is not in some other countries, including New Zealand. 

Sets of great white shark jaws have been offered for sale on the Internet for about $15,000 a set.

Individual teeth can sell for as much as $600 each.

A Florida dealer was quoted in yesterday's New Zealand Herald as saying sharks' jaws with 5cm teeth were selling for as much as $US12,000 and $US15,000 ($A17,320 and $A21,650).

Environmentalists will  push for a trade clampdown at a meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), in Bangkok starting on October 2.

The shark is among a long list of species for which the CITES meeting will update trade rules.

They include the African elephant, the minke whale, the ramin timber tree, the Chinese yew and other medicinal plants, the yellow-crested cockatoo and the lilac-crowned parrot, five Asian turtles and the white rhinoceros.

"The CITES conferences are major environmental events because they produce enforceable decisions and practical actions for conserving wild nature and the earth's biological diversity," United Nations Environment Program executive director Klaus Toepfer said.
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Let’s talk RUBBISH!
Friday, 10 September 2004, 4:59 pm
Press Release: Clean Up NZ 
September 10, 2004 For immediate release 

Let’s talk RUBBISH! 

It’s time to talk rubbish again! The country’s largest environmental event, Clean Up New Zealand Week, is on again from September 13 -19. 

Every year New Zealander’s send 3.4 million tonnes of solid waste to the country’s landfills - almost one tonne of waste for every man, woman and child in New Zealand. Clean Up New Zealand inspires people to “take action” and last year more than 190,000 took up the challenge, including 110,000 school children. They removed an estimated 3,000 tonnes of waste from sites around New Zealand in Clean Up activities, including clearing illegal dumping sites, underwater dives, and setting up worm farms. 

Juliet MacDonald, Manager of Clean Up New Zealand Trust, is delighted by the support the event is again receiving this year. 

Clean Up New Zealand Week is a grassroots campaign that has taken the country by storm over the last five years,” says Ms MacDonald. “New Zealanders have really got in behind the opportunity to make a positive difference to their environment, with participation in the event growing by 714 per cent over those years. 

“I am delighted with the fantastic support we have received again this year from a wide range of individuals and businesses. Cartridge World New Zealand has stepped in to support our website, www.cleanupnz.org.nz , a vital tool to allow all New Zealanders to register their activities, receive information and coordinate their activities.” 

Cartridge World brings an exciting new rubbish reduction initiative to New Zealand, as every year households dump an estimated 1.2 million printer cartridges that can be refilled many times over. Cartridge World refills printer cartridges at up to 50% saving on the cost of buying a new printer cartridge, saving both our environment and our wallet. 

“Councils around the country have been absolutely fantastic in providing bags and gloves, and organising and supporting local activities. Everyone has been very enthusiastic and has come to the party to make Clean Up New Zealand Week 2004 another very successful event.” 

Clean Up New Zealand Week is part of Clean Up The World, an international community-based environmental programme run in conjunction with the United National Environment Programme (UNEP), which has motivated more than 40 million people annually to engage in a range of activities aimed at improving local environments.
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Angola Press

11 September 2004

L`eau pourrait devenir des sources de conflits en Afrique
Nairobi, Kenya, 11/09 - Les environnementalistes ont estimé à Nairobi que dans un proche avenir, l`eau deviendra une source de conflits en Afrique à cause de sa rareté. 

Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l`Environnement (PNUE), dont le siège est à Nairobi, et le Centre des Nations Unies pour les établissements humains (HABITAT) ont mis en exergue les problèmes d`approvisionnement en eau actuels du continent. 

"Aucun pays africain n`est présentement en mesure de satisfaire la moitié de ses besoins en eau. Je ne connais pas encore de pays africain qui ne souffre de problèmes d`approvisionnement en eau", a déclaré le directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations Unies pour l`Environnement (PNUE), Klaus Topfer. 

M. Topfer a fortement recommandé aux pays africains de mettre en place des politiques nationales susceptibles de les orienter en matière de gestion des ressources hydrauliques pour la mobilisation de budgets suffisants dans le domaine hydraulique et le respect de l`environnement, en particulier de l`écologie. 

Il a souligné que la mauvaise coordination de la gestion de l`eau, l`absence de coordination de la planification entre secteurs utilisateurs de l`eau et l`absence d`incitations économiques pour assurer une utilisation durable des ressources hydrauliques constituent quelques exemples de mauvaises politiques de gestion de l`eau. 

Cette année, le Centre des Nations Unies pour les établissements humains (HABITAT) a présenté un rapport détaillé sur la crise de l`eau dans le monde et en Afrique. 

Ce document de 274 pages met un accent particulier sur les aspects négatifs du déficit hydraulique au sein des populations, notamment sur ses effets sur la santé. 

"Les maladies à support hydrique sont associées à unapprovionnement insuffisant en eau pour assurer la propreté et génèrent diverses infections dermatologiques et oculaires, telles que la gale et le trachome, responsable de la cécité chez des millions de personnes", souligne le document d`HABITAT. 

Près de la moitié des populations urbaines d`Afrique, d`Asie et d`Amérique latine souffrent d`une ou de plusieurs maladies liées à l`insuffisance de l`approvisionnement en eau et de l`assainissement. 

Selon le rapport d`HABITAT l`approvisionnement en eau pourrait être la principale cause de conflits en Afrique au cours des 25 prochaines années. 

"Le Nil, dont une partie des eaux provient de l`Ethiopie, est considéré comme le déclencheur potentiel d`un tel conflit", souligne le document. 

Même si la situation hydraulique en Afrique reste précaire, quelques évolutions positives ont été notées par les experts. 

Au début de l`année, par exemple, la Fondation de l`ONU a fourni une subvention de plus de 2 millions de dollars pour financer la gestion de l`eau dans des villes africaines. 

Selon le président de la Fondation, le Sénateur américain Tim Wirth, le programme a bénéficié de financements parallèles "considérables" de la part des donateurs, notamment la Banque mondiale, le Canada, la Suède, les Pays-Bas, l`Allemagne et la Finlande. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

MENA

Experts outline strategies to develop region's water supply - Bahrain Bahrain Tribune - 12/09/2004 
Water sector experts from around the region are gathering in Bahrain for a two-day workshop in a bid to share knowledge and outline strategies to develop the region's water supply and management capabilities.
The workshop opened yesterday at the Bahrain International Exhibition Centre undertaken through the efforts of the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation � Investment and Technology Promotion Office (UNIDO-ITPO), the Economic Development Board, and the United Nations Environment Programme.
The workshop, "Management of Water-Related Technologies" was held to engage the experts in discussion over water issues in the region.
EDB deputy chief executive Dr Zakaria Ahmed Hejres said the experts will also help find new tools and discuss possible uses of new technology in the future to deal with the water security issue in the region.
"There are important issues to be discussed aside from the experts finding ways and sharing information on the uses of new technology to deal with the water problem facing the region," Dr Hejres said.
"We are facing the challenge of water supply and management because of the expansion of demand due to the region's population growth, and current economic expansion," he said.
Attending the workshop are some 30 representatives from Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Morocco, Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Qatar. 
The countries represented are all members of the ESCWA or the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia.
The workshop will also focus on desalination, promoting pollution prevention concepts and providing an opportunity to test the feasibility of establishing the Intranational Centre for Science and High Technology (ICS) in the region. 
The Centre is expected to provide assessment and training services for the region.
"The central issue remains to be water scarcity," said Hashim Hussein, the head of the ITPO. "Every country in the region is faced with this problem. The meeting comes at a crucial time for all of us with the hopes of finding new ways for better utilisation and conservation of our water supply."
Various studies and papers are being presented at the workshop by noted resource persons.
Water supply issue hounds the ESCWA region whose population "is expected to increase by some 40 to 50 per cent in the next two decades," according to Dr Rawya Kansoh of the UN-ESCWA sustainable development and productivity division.
In her paper on the water status in the ESCWA region, Dr Kansoh cited that while the ESCWA region covers 3.6 per cent of the total world area with a 2.6 per cent of the world's population, its water resources amount to around 0.38 per cent of the total world resources.
"Therefore, water in this region is very scarce. The per capita water share is just above the international poverty threshold of 1000 m3/capita/per year," Dr Kansoh said.
"Eight ESCWA countries � Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Qatar, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Yemen � have even less than 200m3/capita/year and are among the world's 15 poorest countries in water," she said.
"Water resources development has reached or is fast approaching the limit of potential utilisation in most countries and in those areas where there remain undeveloped water resource potential, further resource development is being constrained by environmental concerns, technical inadequacy and budgetary constraints. Thus the demand-supply gap is rising rapidly and the main result of this growing gap is the intensification of inter-sectoral and inter-regional water conflicts," she said.

10 September 2004

Hospitality Net

IH&RA 2004 Environmental Award Recognizes “Innovation in Environmental Best Practice”
Hotels & Restaurants Worldwide Encouraged to Apply by Deadline: Friday, 8 October 2004 

Paris | IH&RA, the International Hotel & Restaurant Association, invites hotels and restaurants worldwide to apply today for its 2004 “Environmental Award” which will recognize the best “Innovation in Environmental Best Practice” in two categories: one independent and one chain-affiliated hotel or restaurant. Application instructions are now available on the IH&RA website, www.ih-ra.com/env_award with materials due by the deadline of 8 October 2004. The winners will be announced and will receive special recognition at the IH&RA 41st Annual Congress to be held 19-22 November in Istanbul, Turkey. The prize also includes a Certificate recognizing Environmental Excellence as well as 2,500 USD for each winner.

The IH&RA and founding sponsor American Express created the Environmental Award in partnership with UNEP, the United Nations Environment Programme, to recognize environmental leadership in the hospitality industry. American Express is sponsoring the Award for the 13th year, and the 2004 Award is again supported by UNEP, as well as Green Globe 21, Onity and Shell LPG. 

This year’s theme, “Innovation in Environmental Best Practice” focuses on the use of new technology, as well as the unique and creative methods that hotels and restaurants use to protect the environment in their day-to-day operations, while promoting long-term sustainable development of travel and tourism. 

“IH&RA was one of the first associations in the hospitality industry to launch an annual environmental award, thanks to the support of American Express. Our pioneering programme has helped not only to heighten environmental awareness, but also to identify best practice and highlight the industry’s proactive stance on environmental management. We look forward to receiving applications from hotels and restaurants worldwide to illustrate hospitality’s outstanding commitment to the environment,” said John Bell, IH&RA President who represents the 30+ countries of the Caribbean Hotel Association.

David Herrick, President, American Express Establishment Services Europe said, "As a supporter of the IH&RA Environmental Award for more than a decade, we have seen how cultivating environmental and cultural resources can enhance the travel and tourism industry. Past winners are positive proof that we can all do well by doing good."

Mr Mike Treanor, head of Shell's global LPG business said, "As leading global marketer of liquefied petroleum gas, we are proud to be a supporter of the IH&RA Environmental Award. Our commitment to the hotel sector which we serve in more than 50 countries worldwide is to deliver the best possible service and help secure energy-related performance improvements.”

The last IH&RA Environmental Award focused on the theme of “Energy and Indoor Air Quality in Hotels and Restaurants.” The winner in the Corporate category was Mr. Jan Peter Bergkvist, Director of Environmental Affairs, at the Hilton Nordic Region Scandic Hotels based in Stockholm, Sweden. The winner in the Independent category was Mr. K.P. Kanampilly, General Manager of The Orchid, an ECOTEL Hotel, in Mumbai, India.

In 2004, both independent and chain-affiliated properties will be judged using criteria set by the Banksia Foundation, an Australian not-for-profit organisation that promotes environmental excellence and, as a consequence, sustainability. Hotels and restaurants will be asked to show the extent to which environmental and sustainability considerations are integrated into their corporate visions. They will also need to prove the extent to which their hotel or restaurant goes beyond normal practice and sets a new standard by developing and implementing new or innovative standards for incorporation of environmental and sustainability practices. It is also necessary to illustrate open, accurate and clear reporting of activities and the impact on the environment and stakeholders, as well as the extent to which the establishment is changing sustainable practices within its employee, customer and supplier base. 

All applications will be judged by IH&RA, UNEP and Green Globe 21, the worldwide benchmarking and certification program which facilitates sustainable travel and tourism for consumers, companies and communities. Winners will then be recognized at an Award Ceremony during a Gala Dinner at the IH&RA 41st Annual Congress, “Building Business – Building Partnerships,” to be held 19-22 November in Istanbul.

“The rapidly growing tourism and travel sector does and will increasingly have a major impact on the environment. As a consequence hotels need to look at ways to integrate environmental considerations into day-to-day business decisions," said Monique Barbut, Director of the Division of Technology, Industry & Economics, UNEP. "Innovation and new technologies present a lot of opportunities in this area, and UNEP is once again pleased to be associated with the IH&RA Environmental Award. We strongly support this initiative and applaud those hotels which operate in a sustainable way to protect the environment." 

“As a partner of IH&RA, Green Globe 21 is proud to support this Environmental Award and to be part of the judging panel. We believe that it is vital that the tourism industry shows leadership in building a more sustainable future for the planet. Through the adoption of the Green Globe 21 worldwide environmental certification program, operators in the tourism industry can measurably reduce their environmental impact and demonstrate their credentials to an increasingly discerning traveller,” said Cathy Parsons, Global Manager, Green Globe 21.

IH&RA encourages all hospitality industry establishments to go on-line today at www.ih-ra.com/env_award for information on how to apply for the 2004 Environmental Award. Deadline is 8 October, 2004. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Europa World

Toxic Pesticide Waste Problem Likely To Worsen As UN Clean-Up Funding Runs Out. 
High quantities of toxic chemical waste from unused and obsolete pesticides present a ticking time bomb in many poor regions of the world, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) warned this week. Although it runs a clean-up programme to dispose of unwanted pesticides, the funding for this runs out at the end of the year. The agency is appealing for renewed international aid to keep the clean-up programme going beyond the end of the year.
Leftover pesticides are posing a continuing and worsening threat to people and the environment in Eastern Europe, Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America. Obsolete stocks in 53 African countries are put at 50,000 tons. In Europe, the Ukraine is estimated to have 19,500 tons of ageing chemicals, the former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia 10,000 tons, Poland 15,000 tons and Moldova 6,600 tons. Stocks in Asia are currently recorded at 6,000 tons, a figure that does not include China, where the problem is believed to be widespread. The Middle East and Latin America have declared around 10,000 tons of pesticide waste. 
The waste pesticides contain some of the most dangerous insecticides like the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor and organophosphates. Stockpiles have accumulated because some products have been banned for health or environmental reasons, but were never properly discarded. Stocks often deteriorate to contaminate the environment and put people at risk. The worst affected are frequently poor rural communities that may not even be aware of the toxic nature of the chemicals in their environment. 
Affected countries are calling - ever more frequently and with greater urgency - for assistance to remove their obsolete pesticide stocks and prevent the further accumulation of toxic waste," Mark Davis, head of FAO's programme on the Prevention and Disposal of Obsolete Pesticides, told an expert consultation in Rome. 
" Unfortunately, without additional funds from donor countries, FAO will be unable to respond to its member nations that need assistance. Clean-up and prevention measures urgently need to be combined," Mr. Davis said.
"The awareness of a targeted and limited use of pesticides, respecting human health and the environment, needs to be urgently raised in many countries." The clean-up of one ton of obsolete pesticide waste costs around $3,500. Most developing countries do not have the facilities for safe hazardous waste disposal. 
 __________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

UK party leaders target climate 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 
In a rare show of unanimity the British prime minister and the leader of the opposition are both to insist on the urgency of tackling climate change. 
The Conservative leader Michael Howard will on 13 September spell out his way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

The next day Tony Blair will offer a very different vision of how to fulfil the UK's international commitments. 

The speeches are likely to be their main interventions on the environment before the UK's next general election. 

Transatlantic reproach 
Mr Howard will be speaking to the Environment Forum, hosted by the Green Alliance and ERM, an environmental consultancy. 

He will call for international leadership to give effect to the Kyoto Protocol, the global treaty on cutting greenhouse emissions. 

The protocol needs Russia to ratify it before it can enter into force, and Russian intentions remain unclear. 

Mr Howard will criticise the prime minister for not doing enough to engage the US in tackling climate change: President George W Bush said soon after entering the White House that the US would never ratify the treaty. 

The Conservative leader will be critical of Mr Bush himself, and will say he has failed to back the UK's stand on climate despite British support for the US in the war on terror. 

Nuclear silence 
He intends also to stress the need for greater efficiency in the use of energy, particularly by domestic consumers, and for a range of renewable energy sources, including wave power. 

Significantly, Mr Howard will say nothing about nuclear power. There is a growing chorus of voices in the UK urging a nuclear renaissance, despite deep public misgivings and uncertainty over technical questions. 

Mr Blair's speech on 14 September is to a business audience to mark the tenth anniversary of the Prince of Wales's Business and the Environment Programme. 

The prime minister is known to want to use the UK's position next year as chair of the G8 group of leading industrialised countries, and its forthcoming presidency of the European Union, to push to reduce greenhouse emissions. 

But the government has acknowledged that present policies will not let it achieve its commitment to reduce UK carbon dioxide emissions by 20% on their 1990 levels by 2010. 

Mr Blair is keen to get the G8 leaders to agree to try to prevent global average temperatures rising beyond a set level. 

One UN scenario says any rise beyond 2C would pose a significant risk, and would probably cause loss to some ecosystems. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Strengthening Ivan heads to Cuba 
Jamaica is counting the cost of the devastation caused by Hurricane Ivan, which is now churning north towards the Cayman Islands and Cuba. 
Ivan has been upgraded to the most dangerous category-five level of hurricane and is one of the worst ever seen in the Caribbean. 

The clean-up in Jamaica, where at least 14 people died, has begun but the full extent of the damage is not yet known. 

Cubans and Cayman Islands residents were told to prepare for the worst. 

Although the eye of the hurricane veered away from land at the last minute in Jamaica, winds travelling at 155 mph (250km/h) uprooted trees and power lines and ripped off roofs. 

Homes and roads were swept away in flooding caused by heavy rain and huge waves up to 23-feet (seven metres) high. 

	
	Rain and winds have just picked up so we will see what happens, looks like it will be much closer than previously predicted 
Sam & Alun, Grand Cayman 



"This is definitely the worst thing I have experienced in my lifetime - and I have been through two major hurricanes," Ouida Ridguard told the BBC. 

"Mercifully we were spared a direct hit," said Prime Minister PJ Patterson in an address to the nation. 

Half a million people in the exposed eastern shores had been urged to move into shelters as Ivan approached, but many ignored the advice fearing their homes might be looted. 

The BBC's Ian Pannell in Kingston said there had been reports of looting but police were primarily concerned with rescue work. 

The damage has been widespread. 

There is no electricity and many places are without water. 

The country's two international airports are not scheduled to re-open until Monday. 

With the intense driving rain that followed Ivan, flooding is continuing to be the main problem for Jamaicans, with many parts cut off from the rest of the island. 

This means that any full assessment of the impact of the storm is still some way off, our correspondent says. 

'Direct impact' 
As Ivan moved north it strengthened to a rare, top-intensity category five hurricane with winds of 165mph (270km/h) and higher gusts. 

At 0600 GMT, the eye of the hurricane, which is described as "extremely dangerous", was about 90 miles (145km) south-east of Grand Cayman island, the Miami-based National Hurricane Center said. 

It was moving at a speed of nearly 8mph (13km/h) with maximum sustained wind speeds of 265km/h (165mph) and predicted to hit the Cayman Islands on Sunday. 

The Cayman government has declared a state of emergency in the British dependency and warned its 45,000 citizens to prepare for "direct impact". 

Hundreds boarded charter flights off the low-lying islands on Saturday. 

Most of the 150 residents on Little Cayman were evacuated to Grand Cayman as many islanders headed for shelters, the Associated Press reported. 

The rain and winds were picking up by mid-afternoon on Saturday, Sam and Alun in Grand Cayman told BBC News Online. 

Disaster relief 
Evacuation plans are also in place in Cuba, which is expecting the storm to hit on Monday. 


HURRICANE TOLL 

Grenada: At least 17 dead 

Venezuela: 5 killed 

Jamaica: 14 killed 

Dominican Republic: 4 killed 

Tobago: 1 killed 

In what resembled a military operation, tens of thousands of people along the vulnerable south coast were moved to safer areas, the BBC's Stephen Gibbs in Havana reported. 

In the capital itself, civil defence organisations ordered people to evacuate exposed vulnerable buildings and move in with relatives or friends or head for government shelters. 

Stephen Gibbs says the option of staying behind is not being offered. 

Shops were packed with people stocking up on non-perishable foods in preparation for weeks without electricity, and homes were being boarded up. 

Ivan's current trajectory indicates it might spare Havana, but is on course to hit the important cigar tobacco-growing region in the west, our correspondent says. 

The south-eastern US - already storm-weary after two major hurricanes in the last month - is also under threat, and mandatory evacuations are under way in Florida Keys. 

The tiny spice island of Grenada was the first to feel the full force of Hurricane Ivan. At least 17 people died, and 90% of buildings were destroyed. 

Disaster relief teams are on the island helping up to 60,000 left homeless by the storm. The International Red Cross has appealed for donations. 

PREDICTED PATH OF HURRICANE IVAN 
Reuters

Monster Hurricane Ivan Rips Jamaica, Aims at Cuba
KINGSTON, Jamaica - Hurricane Ivan, one of the most powerful storms to batter the Caribbean, killed at least 16 people in Jamaica, where it wrecked houses and washed away roads on Saturday, but appeared to have spared the island the devastation wrought on Grenada. 

Ivan, blamed for the deaths of at least 44 people - most of them when it ravaged Grenada - was upgraded to a rare, top-intensity Category 5 hurricane with winds of 165 mph as it blasted past Jamaica on Saturday afternoon heading toward the Cayman Islands and Cuba. 

The hurricane, forecast to strike Florida early next week, is the sixth-strongest recorded in the Atlantic basin, according to the U.S. National Hurricane Center, which described it as "extremely dangerous." 

"It's definitely one of the most powerful hurricanes to have occurred in the Atlantic Ocean," said hurricane center meteorologist Gene Hafele. 

Ivan ripped off roofs across Jamaica and torrential rains triggered mudslides, washing out roads. The storm brought trees and poles crashing down in the capital, Kingston, where ravines overflowed and flooded streets. 

Jamaica's death toll rose to 16, and included people whose houses collapsed when trees fell on them and others who drowned when their home was submerged by floodwaters. 

But the hurricane gave Jamaica's 2.7 million people a slight, last-minute reprieve by veering westward, keeping the most catastrophic winds off the south coast and away from Kingston, where tens of thousands of people live in flimsy shanties in the slums. 

"So far, based on the information coming to me and from what I've seen ... on the roads, you can say God has been good to the people of Jamaica - so far," Kingston Mayor Desmond McKenzie told a radio station in Trinidad. But he said it was still too early for a full damage assessment. 

Jamaican police made 28 arrests as they battled looting that erupted in the storm's wake. Two men were shot to death by police in gunfights when officers tried to retrieve stolen goods, police said. 

Robbers held up emergency workers at gunpoint, shooting and injuring one doctor as she slowed her car in rising water. 

The Category 5 storm, capable of catastrophic damage, remained on course to hit the Cayman Islands, a wealthy British colony northwest of Jamaica, and Cuba. It also threatens Florida with its third big hurricane strike in a month, after Charley and Frances, which together caused an estimated $9.4 billion to $11.4 billion in insured damages. 

Evacuations were almost complete in the Florida Keys, where officials ordered tourists and the 80,000 residents out of the 100-mile-long island chain. Mexico began evacuating some 2,250 people from a small island off the Yucatan peninsula. 

EVACUATIONS IN CAYMANS, CUBA 

In the Cayman Islands, an offshore financial center home to about 45,000 people, authorities told coastal dwellers to flee battering waves and a 15-foot storm surge as Ivan's wobbly track put Grand Cayman, the largest of the territory's three islands, in greatest danger. 

"We are looking at potentially catastrophic conditions," said James Ryan, chairman of the Caymans hurricane committee. 

At 8 p.m., Ivan's center was about 130 miles southeast of Grand Cayman at latitude 18.2 north and longitude 79.7 west, the NHC said. It was expected to drift west-northwest and at about 9 mph. 

Ivan was forecast to hit Cuba by Monday, and approach Florida's west coast, threatening areas struck last month by Hurricane Charley, by Tuesday. 

Cuba began evacuating 200,000 people in the western half of the island. It appeared the storm would hit key tobacco-growing areas west of Havana and not the capital itself, where nervous residents jammed shops to buy food and water, candles and other supplies. 

"I've got a bottle of rum. When the wind starts blowing I'll take two shots and let God's will be done. What else can one do?" said housewife Esther Martinez. 

The Red Cross estimated 60,000 of Grenada's 90,000 people were homeless. The island has been without power or water and under a nighttime curfew since Ivan struck on Tuesday. The State Department sent charter flights on Saturday to evacuate 1,400 stranded Americans, many of them medical students. 

In addition to 19 confirmed deaths in Grenada and 16 in Jamaica, four people died in Venezuela, four in the Dominican Republic and one in Tobago. 

(Additional reporting by Daniel Aguilar in Kingston, Anthony Boadle in Havana, Michael Peltier in Tallahassee, Florida, Linda Hutchinson-Jafar in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, and Alan Markoff in George Town, Cayman Islands) 

Story by Horace Helps 

Story Date: 13/9/2004 
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE 

Yemen

Global warming living up to the threat

Evidence is mounting every day that global warming is a threat that is advancing. Climate change is real, and people in different parts of the world are feeling it, and sometimes even dying of it, whether in flash floods or merciless heat waves. 

Human-induced global warming is real, and evidence is getting increasingly compelling to this effect. Since the beginning of the 20th century, the mean surface temperature of the earth has increased by about 1.1º F (0.6°Celsius). Over the last four decades, which is the period with the most reliable data, the temperature rose by about 0.5 º F (0.2-0.3°Celsius).

Warming in the 20th century is greater than at any time during the past six centuries.
Seven of the ten warmest years in the 20th century occurred in the 1990s

Global sea levels have been rising about three times faster over the past 100 years compared to the past 3,000 years, and there are a growing number of studies that show plants and animals changing their range and behavior in response to climate shift. 

As long as the Earth continues to get warmer, there is a growing risk that the climate will change in ways that will seriously disrupt our lives. While on average the globe will get warmer and receive more precipitation, individual regions will experience different climatic changes and environmental impacts. Among the most severe consequences of global warming is faster rise in sea level; more heat waves and droughts, resulting in more and more conflicts for water resources; more extreme weather events, producing floods and property destruction; and a greater potential for heat-related illnesses and deaths as well as the wider spread of infectious diseases carried by insects and rodents into areas unfamiliar with the diseases.
 
If climatic trends continue unabated, global warming will threaten our health, our cities, our farms and forests, beaches and wetlands, and other natural habitats.

Can we do anything to mitigate the impact?
Fortunately, we can take action to make global warming slower. Global warming results primarily from human activities that release heat-trapping gases and particles into the air. 

The most important causes include the burning of fossil fuels such as coal, gas, and oil, and deforestation. To reduce the emission of heat-trapping gases like carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxides, we can curb our consumption of fossil fuels, use technologies that reduce the amount of emissions wherever possible, and protect the world’s forests.

We can also do things to mitigate the impacts of global warming and adapt to those most likely to occur, e.g., through careful long-term planning and other strategies that reduce our vulnerability to global warming. Global warming is a huge problem which must unite governments, industry, communities and individuals to work together to make a real difference.

How critical is the problem in Yemen?
Scientists agree that the changes brought about by global warming are extremely subtle, and will not be perceptible to people at specific locations. Consequences like rising sea levels and increased frequency of drought, however are dire.

In Yemen, however, as the public becomes increasingly aware of problems like climate change, many people are concerned about rising temperature affecting their daily lives.

"Global warming means heavier rains and subsequently more agricultural production, but that is all the good about it," says Ahmed M. Abdu, a university graduate who is now working in Aden.

"But that is not all. It also has a peril for us. I can't imagine how the already extremely sweltering regions such as Aden and Hodeidah are going to be if temperature rises further." 

“Currently, I have to wash up many times a day to keep my body cool. I guess Aden will no longer be conducive for humans to live on if it continues to get hotter!" 

"Summer is a time of renewed activity. Many people look forward to a chance to work and play outdoors or to relax in the sun. But as the weather turns hot and humid, we also need to slow down, cool off, and take better care of ourselves. In fact, anyone can feel the effects of excess heat or too much sun, but in the summer only the locals can tolerate 48 degrees Celsius here," says Walid Taher Mohammed, a shopkeeper in Hodeidah.

Mohammed F. Hassan says of his city, "Taiz had attractively moderate weather until the early 1990s" but "it has changed a lot since then." 

"Taiz in summer is sweltering, the weather is never fine and it is getting noticeably hotter every year," he adds. "I can't suppose that the emissions of chimneys and increasing number of vehicles account for the rise of temperature to such a scorching extent."

Nabil Al-Bukairi, living in Sana'a, believes "we are lucky in Sana'a that the weather doesn't get as hot as in coastal regions." He also thanks God that "in the hottest regions of Yemen, there are no heat waves that kill people.”

The WHO has reported global warming killed 150,000 people in 2000, and the death toll might double in the next three decades if current trends are not reversed. One heat wave killed 20,000 people in Europe alone last year. How many victims in the mentioned figures are Yemenis. Perhaps not even one. Then, global warming’s effects in Yemen are still in safe limits.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1998.html 

New magazine focuses on Yemeni environmentalism

Dar Jami'at Aden Publishing & Press has announced the release of the inaugural edition of Natural Resources & Biodiversity, a new monthly bilingual magazine in Arabic and English. 

The first issue discusses scientific research discussed at the Strategy for Development of the Socotra Archipelago, an ecological seminar held last year.    

The 40-page publication contains research on the chemical properties of Socotri plants and the chemical structure of waters in Hadibo, the capital of the archipelago. Other research discusses beekeeping, traditional grazing and livestock

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1997.html
Jordan
Opening Of environment office in Ma’an announced 
Ministry of Environment Secretary General Yousef Shureiqi on Thursday announced the opening of a new environment office in Maan Governorate to be followed by a full-fledged environment department in Maan and other governorates. 

During a workshop on sustainable development, organised by the ministry in cooperation with media and private institutions alongside voluntary and cooperative societies, Shureiqi said the ministry is working to conserve the environment and to maintain environmental sustainability to enhance the Kingdom's socio-economic conditions. 

The Environment Ministry has implemented a number of programmes, in addition to short-term and long-term strategies, designed to protect citizens and provide them with their present and future needs, Shureiqi indicated during yesterday's workshop. 

He cited the progress achieved in the rose-red ancient city of Petra as an example of the country's sustainable development programmes. 

Petra Region Authority Director General Shehadeh Abu Hdeib said the authority has appropriated JD6 million worth of land overlooking the city of Petra as a precautionary measure to conserve the environment. 

Abu Hdeib highlighted several environment projects undertaken by the authority including the use of treated wastewater and the reclamation of 1,067 dunums, in addition to the establishment of a number of parks and gardens. 

During the 3-day workshop, environmentalists and academics are scheduled to present several papers on sustainable development and environment conservation. The gathering will also highlight the role of educational establishments and research centres to arrive at sustainable development. 

The term sustainable development grew out of the conservation environmental movement of the 1970s. The most widely held definition of sustainable development is that of the Brundtland Commission Report of 1987 which stated that we must “meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews11.htm
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Bahrain

Environment workshop for ministry staff

A WORKSHOP gets underway on Sunday which teaches people how damage to the environment affects sustainable development.

The four-day event will focus on report writing, status assessment and policy making.

It aims to improve the skills of relevant government personnel and other concerned organisations.

The workshop has been organised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

It has been put together in co-operation with the United Nations office in Bahrain and the Arabian Gulf University (AGU).

Over 20 representatives from the ministries of Housing and Works, Education, Electricity and Water, Industry, Health, Finance and National Economy as well as the Central Informatics Organisation are taking part.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=91367&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27174
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=91501&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27176
Gulf 'facing clean water challenge'

THE Gulf is facing tremendous political and economical challenges in securing clean water for its people, a top government official said yesterday.

The continuous pressure on the region's water resources due to population growth and economic expansion made it necessary to develop and enhance the management of water and related technologies in the region, said Economic Development Board (EDB) acting chief executive Dr Zakaria Hejres.

"The scarcity of natural resources and the growing gap between demand and supply of water in most countries are major challenges that have to be faced," he told the opening of a two-day regional workshop on Management of water and related technologies in the Arab region.

The workshop at the Bahrain International Exhibition Centre is being organised by the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (Unido) through its Investment and Technology Promotion Office (ITPO) in Bahrain and its International Centre for Science and High Technology (ICS) in Italy. It is being supported by the EDB, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) and the Arabian Gulf University.

Dr Hejres underlined the importance of mastering advanced technologies for the management of water.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=91519&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27176
Water expo to highlight latest industrial trends

The Bahrain Convention and Exhibition Bureau (BCEB) is to host three world-class events, starting on Monday. 

The combined events - Water Middle East 2004, Power-Gen Middle East 2004, and Iraq Reconstruction 2004 - will be held under the patronage of Prime Minister Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa.

More than 350 international exhibitors will take part in the three-day events, at the Bahrain International Exhibition Centre.

The high-profile events will also feature more than 100 conference speakers and about 600 conference delegates, said BCEB general manager Kadem Al Saeed.

By all standards this will be a mega programme for the regional electricity and water sector that provides invaluable information about the latest industrial developments and commercially available solutions for this strategically important business sector, he told the GDN.

Water Middle East 2004 is jointly organised by Commerce Ministry, BCEB, German government-owned Nuremberg Global Fairs, Euro Institute for Information and Technology and Water Science and Technology Association.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=91419&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=27175
UAE
Alert raised on risk posed by chemicals

Environmentalists warned here yesterday against dangers posed by chemicals and hazardous materials and called on the local authorities to urgently adopt stringent procedures and introduce new systems to help protect public health and the environment. 

Attending a one-day symposium on monitoring procedures for chemicals and hazardous materials, the officials said chemicals and hazardous materials can pose a threat to the environment or health if released or misused. 

These chemicals are used in industry, agriculture, medicine, research, and consumer goods.

According to experts, these materials can cause death, serious injury, long-lasting health effects as well as damage to buildings, homes, and other property. Many products containing hazardous chemicals are used and stored in homes routinely.

The meeting was organised by the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA), in cooperation with the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA). It was aimed at acquainting the participants with the chemicals and hazardous materials’ management procedures used in the emirates of Abu Dhabi and Dubai. It also aimed at urging the environmental authorities in the country to introduce similar procedures to make use of the systems of the two emirates.

Representatives of the environmental authorities in the emirates, customs authorities and departments as well as other concerned authorities attended the symposium.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september251.xml
Developer clears the air on environmental issues

Premium property developer, Nakheel, and environmentalists had a first hand chance at interacting with each other when the Emirates Diving Association (EDA) organised its monthly 'Member Talks' on Wednesday evening. 

Speaking from Nakheel was Dr Imad Haffar, Manager of Research and Development, who in his talk on "Environmental Challenges in Coastal Zone Management" outlined the various environmental studies and assessments which the company undertook for their various projects.

"One of our foremost aims at Nakheel (Palm Trees) is to provide the best quality of living to our tenants. We equally emphasise the need to minimise any ecological imbalance and maritime pollution that may take place due to the ongoing developments," he emphasised.

The talk saw people from a wide spectrum of backgrounds attending it with Emirates Diving Association members in full force as well. 

The question and answer session after the talk gave a chance for environmentalists to debate and clarify any issues, which concerned them with many of them, pointing out to the need for greater environmental assessment for maritime projects. 

Several commented on the destruction of diving sites, which were taking place as a result of the ongoing development.

Nakheel is involved with several projects such as the 'World' where several land masses in the project have been reclaimed and are currently are in various stages of completion. 

Dr. Haffar also elaborated on the progress of the various projects. 

"Work is rapidly progressing on all our projects construction of the main protective breakwater for Palm Jumeirah is well underway too,' he added. 

Each of the islands in The World is being reclaimed from a depth of up to 16 metres below the water's surface, and will be further developed to a height of 3 metres above water, as dredging work continues. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september225.xml
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN envoy heads to Kuwait to spotlight plight of Darfur region in Sudan

*
Haiti: UN calls for urgently disbanding illegal armed groups threatening stability

*
UN agencies brace as deadly Hurricane Ivan begins to strike Jamaica

*
More cash and effort needed to help Africa reach anti-poverty goals – UN official

*
UN food relief agency starts helping 260,000 returning Ugandans

*
UN rushes food, medical supplies to survivors of Russian school attack

*
Asia-Pacific region urges more holistic approach to achieving gender equality 

*
‘World Culture Open’ holds inaugural conference at United Nations

*
New dogged security – at cut-price rates – unleashed at UN

* * * *

Sudan

10 September – As members of the Security Council began closed-door talks on a proposed draft resolution on Sudan, a senior United Nations envoy today visited Kuwait to draw attention to the humanitarian crises raging across Africa’s largest nation, especially the Darfur region, and to drum up a greater response by international donors.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today that the trip by Mohamed Sahnoun, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser on Africa, was designed to underline the gravity and urgency of the situation in Sudan, where more than 1.4 million have been displaced by the Darfur conflict and a separate, 21-year civil war in the country’s south has not been resolved.

Mr. Sahnoun’s visit also focused on the huge financial costs needed to meet humanitarian needs in Darfur and to reintegrate the massive population of returnees in the south, where hopes are running high for an end to war thanks to ongoing peace talks in Kenya.

UN agencies have so far received only $288 million of the $722 million they requested to cover their needs in Darfur and southern Sudan until the end of this year.

In Darfur, about 1.2 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 are refugees in neighbouring Chad because of fighting between Sudanese Government forces and two rebel groups, and brutal attacks against civilians by militias allied to Khartoum.

Meanwhile, the Security Council’s 15 members held a meeting at experts’ level this morning to discuss the draft resolution on Sudan that was introduced by the United States earlier this week. Mr. Eckhard said no date has been scheduled for a vote on the text.

* * *

Haiti

10 September – Against a backdrop of stepped-up activities by rogue elements in Haiti, the United Nations Security Council today called for the urgent disbanding of all illegal armed groups undermining stability and security in parts of the strife-torn Caribbean country.

In a presidential statement adopted following a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi, the 15-member body called on the Transitional Government to complete without delay preparations needed to implement the national disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme.

The statement, read out the Council President for September, Juan Antonio Yáñez-Barnuevo of Spain, also urged contributing countries to “do their utmost to expedite the early deployment of their personnel” in troops and civilian police for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), set up in April to bring peace to the country after violent unrest forced President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to leave.

The Mission assumed operational responsibilities from a multinational force at the end of June, and at present has more than 2,700 troops on the ground. But Mr. Annabi told the Council the Transitional Government and MINUSTAH had faced a more challenging security environment in recent days, as members of the former Haitian armed forces took over police stations in several areas.

“The Security Council stresses the urgency of disbanding and disarming all illegal armed groups,” the Council statement said, stressing that stability and security remain key to the political and economic reconstruction efforts. 

“The Security Council underlines that only a comprehensive and inclusive dialogue in Haiti can lay down the foundations of a peaceful and democratic political environment,” it added, calling upon all Haitian political actors to participate in the national dialogue, as well as in the transition and in elections to be held in 2005.

The statement stressed the importance of building an effective and professional national police, underlined the urgency of improving human rights in the country, including women’s rights, and reiterated that an end to impunity is key to national reconciliation in Haiti.

* * *

Hurricane

10 September – United Nations humanitarian agencies have disaster staff in place and emergency health kits on standby in Jamaica to respond to Hurricane Ivan, which is lashing the country after already cutting a deadly trail through the Caribbean region.

A five-member UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team is working with officials in Jamaica and staff from the International Federation of Red Crescent and Red Cross Committees to help organize the response there to the tropical storm, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said today.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has pre-positioned emergency health kits around the country, while humanitarian officials plan to conduct an aerial survey immediately after the hurricane passes.

More than two dozen people have been killed so far by Hurricane Ivan across the eastern Caribbean, according to media reports, with Grenada by far the worst affected. As much of 90 per cent of that nation’s homes are reported to have been damaged.

The hurricane is now heading north across the region, hitting Jamaica and the Cayman Islands today. It scheduled to reach Cuba by Sunday and then the southeastern United States on Monday.

In Haiti, which is no longer in the direct path of Hurricane Ivan, the UN peacekeeping mission there – known by its French acronym MINUSTAH – and humanitarian agencies have mobilized to deal with the anticipated heavy rains and winds expected in the country’s south.

This year’s hurricane season in the Caribbean has been particularly busy, with several deadly storms striking the region already, even though the season usually lasts until November. Hurricane Frances hit the Bahamas, the Turks and Caicos Islands and Florida in the US last week, while Hurricane Charley struck Cuba and Florida last month.

* * * 

MDGs

10 September – As the United Nations and hundreds of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) wrapped up a three-day meeting on how to reach global anti-poverty goals, a top UN official warned today that Africa is lagging behind the rest of the world and urged more donor aid to the continent. 

UN Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator Mark Malloch Brown painted a mixed global picture when speaking to reporters at a press conference on the final day of the 57th Annual conference of the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) and NGOs, which this year was devoted to assessing progress in reaching the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set by a 2000 summit meeting.

“In large parts of the world, particularly Asia, where the largest concentration of poor people live, we are more on track than many people understand,” he said of the MDGs, which seek to rehabilitate the world’s social fabric, from slashing extreme poverty and hunger to cutting infant mortality to curbing major diseases, all by 2015.

But he painted a desperate picture for Africa, where last year’s development report postponed any hope of halving poverty from 2015 to 2147. “Now this year the actual trend line is even worse and so we said we can no longer put a date on it. At the current trend poverty would never halve in Africa,” he warned.

The global community cannot carry on with “current benign trends or business as usual” since a huge effort for change is needed in developing countries themselves and in donor countries supporting them, Mr. Malloch Brown said.

“What we are hearing this week (from the meeting) is that sense of urgency and alarm but also the united support of civil society that is going to be a key component of the political coalition which gets us back on track,” he added.

To get the world back on track requires more trade and growth and more domestic expenditure by developing countries and much will be determined by the investment decisions of India, China, Bangladesh and other very large Asian developing countries. But clearly the original additional annual bill of $50 billion to be footed by the international donor community has been overtaken.

“We’re three or four years later,” Mr. Malloch Brown said. “And so today the bill is increasing, not decreasing.” But he declined to say by how much more.   

He stressed the importance of micro-credits in progressing towards the goals. A strong domestic private sector in developing countries starting with micro-financing, which is essential, but building up through small- and medium-size enterprises there will never be the growth and job creation needed to meet the MDGs, he warned.

Jacques Attali, President of PlaNet Finance NGO, also underlined the key importance of micro-credit. Five years ago only 25 million people used micro-credits. “Now there are 60 million – a tremendous growth and a tremendous success – and we hope according to the MDGs that we can reach 200 million in the next five years,” he said.

* * *

Uganda

10 September – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has begun distributing food to more than 260,000 displaced Ugandans who are now returning to their homes in the country’s northeast following a seven-month pause there in major attacks against civilians by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) – a rebel group notorious for committing atrocities.

During the past six weeks WFP has handed out 2,720 tons of cereals, beans, vegetable oil and corn-soya blend to help about 165,000 returning Ugandans in the districts of Katakwi and Soroti until the harvest season arrives, the agency said today.

Later this month, with the assistance of the Ugandan Red Cross Society, WFP plans to distribute food to an estimated 97,000 people returning to the neighbouring district of Kaberamaido.

While WFP has provided relief to some 2.4 million Ugandans since 1996, this campaign is the first to target returnees in areas affected by the long-running conflict between the LRA and Kampala.

Ken Noah Davies, WFP Country Representative for Uganda, said many civilians in the northeast have either moved back to their home villages or to nearby camps recently as there has been no major LRA attacks in the northeast since February.

He said the rations are meant to “encourage more people to return their villages to resume normal lives.”

The 18-year-old rebellion by the LRA, which is viewed as wanting to impose the Ten Commandments of the Christian Bible as law, has forced 1.6 million Ugandans to flee their homes.

The group has become particularly notorious for its practice of kidnapping children to serve as soldiers or as sexual slaves for its commanders. More than 12,000 children have been abducted since June 2002.

In April the plight of these children was included on the list of “Ten Stories the World Should Know More About,” which was compiled by the UN Department of Public Information.

As many as 40,000 Ugandan mothers and their children have also become “night commuters,” walking for hours every night to sleep outside hospitals and community centres because they feel it is unsafe anywhere else.

* * *

Russian Federation

10 September – United Nations agencies have been rushing food and medical supplies to the hundreds of children and adults caught up in the hostage-taking tragedy in Beslan, southern Russia, which left 338 people dead and 747 injured.

In response to requests from Russian doctors, the World Food Programme (WFP) on Monday begun an initial one-week food distribution to three hospitals in Beslan and the North Ossetian regional capital of Vladikavkaz, where many victims were taken.

“What happened in Beslan is a terrible tragedy. WFP is determined to do all it can to alleviate the suffering of the victims,” WFP Country Director Chris Czerwinski said today.

WFP’s ability to respond quickly to the crisis was partly due to the agency’s existing capacity in the north Caucasus region of southern Russia, where it has been providing emergency assistance since January 2000 to 290,000 people affected by the conflict in and around Chechnya.

The WFP relief packages include sugar, flour, rice, yoghurt, milk, pasta, condensed milk, dried fruits and jam.

For its part the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has sent 12 tons of medical and other supplies, including bandages, syringes, bed linens, mattresses, hospital beds and catheters to treat the hundreds of children injured in the school siege.

* * *

ESCAP

10 September – Recommitting themselves to achieving gender equality and empowering women for decades to come, countries from Asia and the Pacific meeting at the United Nations regional commission in Bangkok (ESCAP) today called for a more all-embracing approach to understanding the issue.

At a high-level intergovernmental meeting convened at ESCAP to review achievements, gaps and challenges since the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, participants agreed on the need to promote economic and social rights, work with men to achieve gender equality, and forge partnerships.

The four-day meeting, which ended in the Thai capital today, highlighted five levels of partnerships: between men and women; between governments and civil society; among government ministries; between and among countries in terms of regional cooperation on trans-boundary issues such as trafficking, migration and the spread of HIV/AIDS; and at the global level.

Its recommendations and strategies will serve as the regional input to the global review and appraisal of the Beijing Platform for Action – adopted at the 1995 conference – to be held next March. More than 450 delegates from over 40 countries attended, including ministers or government representatives, participants from numerous civil society organizations, and officials from UN agencies and their development partners.

Delegates reported significant progress since 1995 including national action plans to promote gender equality, improvements in women’s health, longer life expectancy, revision of discriminatory domestic laws and regulations, and affirmative measures to improve women’s political participation.

They also stressed increased basic education levels and significant decrease in women’s illiteracy rate, as well as poverty reduction and alleviation through providing small loans known as “micro credit,” encouraging female entrepreneurship, and income-generating activities.

But several countries identified persisting common gaps and challenges such as women’s disproportionate representation among the poor, the high prevalence rate of HIV/AIDS among women, low level of women’s participation in the decision-making at various levels and all forms of violence against women, including trafficking.

* * *

Culture

10 September – Ministers from around the world meeting at the United Nations today discussed how to use the arts to spread peace, as the World Culture Open, a new international non-profit organization working to promote reconciliation, held its inaugural conference. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed the gathering, which this year is focusing on promoting reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula.

In a message delivered by Maurice Strong, his envoy for the region, Mr. Annan said the goals and ideals of the World Culture Open – such as promoting peace and dialogue between cultures and encouraging notions of common humanity – match those of the United Nations.

After three days of events in New York that included today’s meeting at the UN, the World Culture Open moves to Seoul in the Republic of Korea (ROK), then Pyongyang in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), and finally Panmunjom in the demilitarized zone between the two countries later this month.

“The sharing and mutual appreciation of cultural heritage, customs and traditions” at the festival serves “to bridge the dangerous gap of intolerance, ignorance and miscommunication between cultures,” Mr. Annan stated.

He added that the many joint events scheduled to take place across the Korean Peninsula later this month will add “a new dimension to international efforts aimed at achieving durable peace and prosperity there.”

Explaining why the group sought to hold its first meeting at the UN, World Culture Open spokesman Michael Shank said the aim was to encourage government officials to “promote and integrate art and cultural traditions that have existed for 10,000 years into the realm of political discourse.”

* * *

Bomb-sniffing dogs

10 September – It was Dog Day Afternoon at the United Nations regular press briefing today when three new members of the world body’s security staff were introduced to the international media – bomb-sniffing canines who will help save not only lives but money.

“Finally, as we get ready for the usual security nightmare of the General Assembly, we wanted to introduce you to three new members of our security staff,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said some 10 minutes after noon as he vacated the podium to Scout, Jet and Candy – and, incidentally, their handlers.

Over the past couple of years the bomb-sniffing dogs at the UN were contracted out from a private company at considerable expense, in fact becoming known as “Assistant Secretary-General dogs” in light of their high salaries.

Now, thanks to the efforts of the United States Mission and the donor generosity of the New York State Police, the UN Safety and Security service will eventually have six of its own bomb-sniffing dogs. In terms of cost, for much less than half the $360,000 paid yearly to a private contractor to provide two dogs and handlers, the UN will now be able to operate up to eight canine teams.

Scout, Jet and Candy took up their positions with doggy assurance, gazing over the assembled hacks with imperial disdain but declining to bark through the open microphone.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Trade" ��The Cairns Post/The Cairns Sun (Australia) - Crackdown on great white trade�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rubbish" ��Scoop - Let’s talk RUBBISH!�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eau" ��Angola Press - L`eau pourrait devenir des sources de conflits en Afrique�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��MENA - Experts outline strategies to develop region's water supply�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Award" ��Hospitality Net -IH&RA 2004 Environmental Award Recognizes “Innovation in Environmental Best Practice”�
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