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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 14 April 2003



War and the Environment - The Gulf Conflict

· IAEA Concerned About Security of Nuclear Material in Iraq
· Associated Press - World finance leaders endorse a new UN resolution  as

part of Iraq rebuilding effort

· Reuters - U.S. Congress sends Bush $79 billion for Iraq war

Other Environment-related News

· ENS - A Month Later, SARS Still Poorly Understood
· ENS - Environment and Human Rights Linked Before UN  Commission 

· BBC - Commit to non-GM food, councils told 

· Reuters -  Group Says DuPont Withheld Risk of Toxic Chemical

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROE
· ROWA

Other UN News

· Daily Highlights (not available)

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for 11 April 2003 (Not available)

Friday, April 11, 2003

Environment a casualty of war

Oil spills, fires pose big threat

By Dan Shapley
Poughkeepsie Journal (New York)

The Associated Press 

U.S. Marines of the 2nd Tank Battalion watch as oil fires on the outskirts of Baghdad, Iraq, darken the sky April 4. 

The 1991 Gulf War left in its wake choking oil field fires in Kuwait, oil spills on land and water that were unprecedented in size, and a desert environment marred by heavy military machinery, bombs and the exodus of refugees. 

The latest war's toll on the desert and the fertile Tigris-Euphrates Valley won't be known until the United Nations Environment Program or other groups assess the problem. 

The immediate human toll is foremost on people's minds, but the long-term impacts from war can outlast the fighting. 

''The war is one thing, but how we clean up after the war involves more than rebuilding buildings and patching up roads,'' said Kert Davies, re-search director for Greenpeace in the United States. ''The war itself and the weapons of war leave an environmental footprint -- chemicals and toxic substances and depleted uranium -- that will have a lasting impact. There's no doubt about it.'' 

Most experts agree the greatest threat comes from the nation's greatest natural resource -- oil. 

Gases linked to warming 

Oil fires spew toxins into the air, as well as greenhouse gases linked to global warming. Oil spills can damage waterways, contaminate water and sicken ecosystems for years. 

As of Wednesday, only one of about a dozen oil fields set ablaze by Iraqi troops was still on fire in southern Iraq. 

The damage promises to be far less severe than in 1991, when more than 600 Kuwaiti oil wells were set aflame, some taking months to extinguish. 

The first Gulf War also had one of the largest marine oil spills in history, with as many as 8 million barrels of crude oil spilled in the Gulf, and as many as 30 million gallons spilled on land. 

There have been few reports of oil spills in the current war. Firefighters were working to stop crude from gushing at a damaged well in Rumelia Wednesday. 

The health of the environment could ride on many other impacts in a country that has witnessed three wars in 23 years -- and which lies in a region where water is fast becoming as precious as oil. 

Damage to water or sewer infrastructure could lead to outbreaks of disease. The dust and craters from bombing could cause respiratory problems or disrupt wildlife habitat. Migratory birds that use the Tigris-Euphrates Valley could be disturbed. 

Depleted uranium, used in some armor-piercing weaponry, is a lingering concern -- one the U.N. Environment Program said this week should be a priority to study. 

''Underneath these flash points that are capturing our attention right now, there is this ongoing degradation taking place,'' said Paul Wapner, director of the environmental policy program at American University in Washington. 

Footing the bill 

It is also unclear who will pay to rectify environmental degradation due to war, given the already daunting costs of rebuilding basic infrastructure, creating a government and maintaining order. 

In September 1995, Kuwait filed a claim worth hundreds of millions of dollars against Iraq for environmental damage due to Iraq's occupation that led to the 1991 war. 

The U.N. Compensation Commission had paid Kuwait about $295 million by the end of 2002, said Joanne Fox-Przeworski, director of the Bard Center for Environmental Policy in Annandale, and former director of the U.N. Environment Program for North America. 

''You can imagine this is a real drop in the bucket, as we learned from Sept. 11 what the needs are in even a small area,'' she said. 

The United States could potentially face liability for environmental damage under international law, she said, depending on the circumstances. If dams, power plants or certain other structures are attacked during battles -- the potential is high given the urban combat in Baghdad -- the nation could be held liable for damages. 

''Depending on what will unfold, especially in the urban areas, there are installations with both a civilian and military capability. They run the risk of violating these conventions,'' Fox-Przeworski said. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

Fincancial TimesPRIVATE


Environmentalists head to rescue of marshes

By Bayan Rahman in Tokyo

Published: April 12 2003 5:00 | Last Updated: April 12 2003 5:00



A United Nations environmental protection team is poised to enter Iraq to save the endangered Mesopotamian marshes, believed by scholars of the Bible to be the location of the Garden of Eden.

The marshes, which straddle Iraq's southern border with Iran in what was called the Fertile Crescent, were drained by Saddam Hussein's regime to rout out Shia rebels who took refuge there during the 1991 uprising. Dams and canals re-routed rivers from the marshes, which were set on fire and bombarded.

The marshlands are rich in cultural and ecological heritage and the marsh Arabs are thought to have fished and bred buffalo among the reeds at the Tigris-Euphrates delta for at least 5,000 years.

The draining of the wetlands deprived the estimated 500,000 Marsh Arabs who lived there in 1991 of their homeland and way of life. It is also preventing millions of migratory birds from stopping there. Species such as the Sacred Ibis and African Darter, birds that only occur in this area and in Africa, are "holding on at a knife's edge", the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) says.

The marshes have shrunk by more than 90 per cent from the 20,000 sq km they once covered, according to Unep. A Unep report last year said the surviving marshlands were highly degraded, qualifying the area as an "environmental disaster zone".

"Over the past two years, 30 per cent of the remaining wetlands have disappeared. According to these trends, all of it will go in three to five years," a Unep official said.

"Unep has a post-conflict assessment unit that's ready to go. We've nearly completed a study from our desks on the environment in the whole of Iraq so we could be there within days of the conflict coming to an end," he said.

The Unep report, to be published this month, will recommend that scientists, environmental experts and potential donors of aid meet in Geneva next month to co-ordinate a joint response to the rehabilitation of the marshes and Iraq's environment.

British and American scientific advisers to the Iraq Foundation, a group of Iraqi expatriates in the US, are also drawing up restoration plans for the marshes and are seeking funds from the US government.

Any re-flooding of the wetlands would have to be carefully co-ordinated and would require the co-operation of Iraq's neighbours. Unep believes that a successful restoration of Iraq's marshlands could act as a blueprint for other wetlands that have dried, such as the Aral Sea in central Asia and Lake Chad in Africa.

Unep's post-conflict assessment unit has reported on the Balkans, Afghanistan and the Palestinian-occupied territories, following a path- breaking study of the environmental damage from oil wells in Kuwait set alight by Iraqi forces in 1991.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

April 12, 2003, Saturday, BC cycle

Windsor company positions itself for war mop-up

      Once the shooting stops, a locally based company expects to be among the firms headed to Iraq to help

      clean up the environment, just as they did after the 1991 Persian Gulf war.

      TRC Environmental Companies Inc. made nearly $500,000 at the end of the Persian Gulf war doing

      environmental testing and cleanup, said John Claussen, president of TRC's eastern operations.

      He said there is the potential for at least the same amount of work or more. 

      "We have been contacted by a prime contractor," Claussen told the Journal Inquirer. He declined to name

      the contractor.

      One of the main contractor identified by the federal government is the Washington, D.C.-based International Resources Group.

      A March 31 United Nations report said satellite images of Iraq showed smoke from the Rumailah oil fields in  southern Iraq that were set ablaze by fleeing Iraqis.

      Fumes from those fires and blazes set in oil-field trenches contain hazardous chemicals, such as sulfur,

      mercury, dioxins and furans, according to the report.

      The toxins can harm both people and the environment, according to a statement from U.N. Environment  Program Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. He added that there is "an urgent need to monitor air quality in  the affected areas."

      Military planners and oil analysts estimate it could take one to three months before Iraq can resume

      exporting large quantities of crude.

      Small amounts of oil flowed from Iraq's northern fields even during fighting around the regional oil center of  Kirkuk.

      That city's seizure by Kurdish fighters on Thursday brought Kurds and Americans to the edge of Iraq's giant  Kirkuk oil field, and the facilities there appeared to be intact. Kirkuk pumps as much as 900,000 barrels a day.

      In southern Iraq, the immediate task for American and British forces is to ensure that oil fields are cleared of any booby-traps and made safe.

      The main export terminal in southern Iraq - the Persian Gulf port of Mina el-Bakr - was captured in good

      condition early in the war.

      TRC is likely to receive a financial boost from the remediation work, Claussen said the company is not

      banking on the money as it calculates profits for next year. He said it is impossible to know how large the

      contract will be.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Teheran Times

Experts Draw Up Action Plan for Geothermal Energy for Kenya, East Africa 


NAIROBI -- A key five-day conference held here since Monday has drawn up a plan to dramatically increase geothermal power in eastern Africa, the UN Environment Program (UNEP) said in statement released here Friday. 

Government energy experts, scientists, engineers and members of the private sector, Friday set a "challenging yet achievable target" to develop 1,000 megawatts (MW) of geothermal across eastern Africa by 2020, to serve electricity needs of several million people in the region, the statement said. 

"In total, Africa has a potential of up to 7,000 MW of untapped geothermal energy resources," the statement said. 

"Geothermal, which harnesses steam from hot rocks deep in the earth's crust, is a highly promising form of renewable energy, but its potential in eastern Africa's rift valley region has until now remained largely untapped," it said. 

Kenya, which has pioneered geothermal energy in the region, currently generates 45 MW of electricity from geothermal. 

"Geothermal power has proved very reliable and Kenya has used it for power generation for 22 years at greater than 97 percent availability," the delegates declared in a final communique at the end of the conference, part of UNEP's global environment facility (GEF). 

The experts emphasized that geothermal energy was clean and, unlike hydro-electricity, was not vulnerable to droughts and not prone to unpredictable price fluctuations like in oil-fired power generation. 

The delegates pledged to share expertise, bundle together national geothermal initiatives to reduce development costs, promote public-private partnerships to accelerate geothermal development in the region and lobby donor governments and agencies for increased geothermal financing. 

The conference was attended by delegates from Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 European Report

April 12, 2003

Chemicals: industry calls for more rational surveillance system
      BODY:

      On the basis of conclusions presented by scientists, industry and government representatives at a seminar

      staged in Brussels on March 20-21, Euro-chlor, the European organisation representing the chlor-alkali

      industry, has called for a rationalised Community surveillance mechanism which is better targeted and less

      "data rich" than "information rich". With the European Commission due shortly to hold a first debate on future  proposals on chemicals policy, Euro-chlor notes that in order to improve implementation, the reliability and  availability of data, existing and future regulations and programmes need to emphasise monitoring of

      chemicals. The organisation points out that these regulations include the framework Directive on water and

      the new EU policy on chemicals, the industry's own High Production Volume (UPV) programme, and actions in  the context of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on combating persistent organic  pollutants (POPs). 

      Eurochlor notes that it acknowledged at this seminar that the scientific community has a central role to play

      in achieving monitoring objectives, whilst the European Environment Agency (EEA) will bear primary

      responsibility for improving access to data and ensuring better integration between legislations. However,

      Willy Verstraete, Professor at the University of Ghent (Belgium) and Chairman of the seminar, suggested it   would not only be necessary to find new means of sharing information, but also to improve content and

      develop new guidelines to ensure a better statistical approach and more accurate interpretation and use of

      existing data. He also insisted on the need for a classification system for information on pollutants in order

      to improve the reliability of data and permit the development of better guidelines, in order to ensure

      harmonised surveillance between European countries. Finally, Professor Verstraete suggested that a similar

      approach should be adopted in this area to the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP),

      created in 1991 to measure levels and gauge the effects of anthropogenic pollutants in the region.

 ________________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, Australia)

April 14, 2003 

 Judge's final verdict: punish the bosses

FOR 12 years, Justice Paul Stein sat in judgment of environmental criminals and land use disputes from the

      bench of the NSW Land and Environment Court.

      He has always believed that those who wield power over companies which commit environmental crime

      should be forced to clean up their damage.

      In an interview with The Daily Telegraph marking his retirement after the past five years on the Court of

      Appeal, Justice Stein opines that simply fining large corporations for environmental crime is not always

      appropriate. 

      "The problem about corporations being found guilty of any crime ... is that you can't send a corporation to

      jail," Justice Stein said.

      "Normally the punishment is a fine. That fine ... may not be a terribly salutary punishment because

      sometimes it will be absorbed or passed on to the consumer.

      "So what you need to do, to make a point to corporations, is to have their executives ... accountable."

      This could include comunity

      service with bosses forced to clean up creeks and parks "to give something back to the community" or

      ordering those guilty of illegal tree- clearing to replant trees.

      "I think that one has to look for innovative ways to bring home to a big corporation that may be a

      transgressor that this is serious," he said. "Often the remedies for environmental crime are better if they are

      preventative."

      Justice Stein, who also served as a District Court judge and NSW Anti-Discrimination Board president, has

      seen many changes in the law and attacks on the judiciary, including from government.

      In the Land and Environment Court, he presided over several cases in which judgments were later over-ruled

      by government and legislative change and warns such moves should not be made lightly.

      He has also witnessed government interference in criminal law in the past decade. "Judges unfortunately

      seem to have obtained a bad odour in certain quarters and I think it is, to some extent, unjustified," he said.

      Justice Stein, said while some criminal sentences were too lenient, studies had shown that members of the

      public, when presented with all the facts before a judge, nominate a sentence lesser than that handed down

      by the judge.

      He said the place for lenient or harsh sentences to be amended was the Court of Criminal Appeal.

      Justice Stein intends to spend his "retirement" working with a UN environment program, educating judges  in third world countries, and also on a project conducting legal workshops in Indonesia.

________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Magazine

April 12, 2003 Saturday

The lure of Everest, 50 years after Hillary and Tenzing - 'BECAUSE IT IS THERE'

      In the 50 years since Hillary and Tenzing climbed Everest, more than 1500 people have reached the summit.

      Despite recurring tragedies and tonnes of rubbish strewn across its slopes, the mountain's lure is as strong as ever.

      The fin of weathered granite was now just metres within his grasp; beyond it, nothing but a flawless blue sky. Taking short, measured breaths through his oxygen mask, Edmund Hillary, a 34-year-old beekeeper from New Zealand, used his ice axe to cut two more steps in the jagged ledge above him. The tall, rangy man with the hangdog looks had ticked off four other peaks in the mighty Himalayas, and now he was pulling himself to the top of the tallest unscaled peak of all, known to its people as Chomolungma, or Goddess Mother of the Universe, and to the world as Everest. Hillary's back hurt and he had lost all feeling in his  toes, but as he waited for his Nepalese companion, Tenzing Norgay, to reach him, there was nowhere else he would have preferred to be: as an 18-year-old he had secretly determined he would one day scale the  Mecca of mountain peaks. 

      The stakes couldn't have been higher. In the early 1950s, reaching the apex was universally regarded as the ultimate human conquest and the epicentre of a fierce international contest, akin to the race to the Moon a  decade later. For more than 30 years, a small army of trailblazers from Europe and the United States had  valiantly - but vainly - tried to conquer the peak; most famously, the doomed English schoolmaster George Mallory in 1924, whose perfectly preserved, bleached body was uncovered lying face-down in melting snow only four years ago, less than 400 metres from the summit on the north ridge.

      In 1952 came the closest encounter yet: a Swiss expedition climbed to within an agonising 300m of the peak  from the Tibetan side, but was driven back by a sudden storm. The British saw their make-or-break chance the following year; the kingdom of Nepal had finally opened its tightly controlled borders and a 12-man Royal Geographical Society expedition was swiftly formed to scale the southern summit. Still, due to the deathly low air pressure and wildly unpredictable weather conditions, no-one was sure whether the highest point on Earth might be beyond human reach. After the first contingent failed, expedition leader Colonel John Hunt appointed an unlikely pair for the final assault: a relative unknown - Hillary - and a nuggety Sherpa who had already made six failed attempts on the peak.

      It proved an inspired choice. At 11.30am on May 29, 1953, Hillary and Norgay clambered over a rocky snow  ledge to reach the sitting room-sized summit. After some joyous moments of shaking hands and hugging,   they set about getting the photographic proof they needed to show the world. The capricious gods of  Chomolungma smiled kindly on them that day: a clear blue sky was captured in the 360-degree panoramic shots they required, including the iconic photograph that would appear on the front page of every major  newspaper in the world: Norgay unfurling the flags of Britain, Nepal, India and the United Nations from around his ice axe. (Tensing used this same trusty ice axe to save Hillary's life during a mishap in a crevasse field on their descent.) "I didn't worry about getting Tenzing to take a photograph of me," Hillary wrote in his memoir, High Adventure. "As far as I knew, he had never taken a photograph before and the summit of

      Everest was hardly the place to show him how."

      Their 15 minutes on the summit that day changed the lives of the beekeeper and the Sherpa forever - and  the lives of thousands of Sherpas living 9km beneath them, the true natives of the Everest foothills. The British immediately claimed the world's "Third Pole" for themselves; the Queen received news of the Everest conquest on her Coronation day, and amid a flourish of nationalistic fervour made Hillary a knight and expedition leader Hunt a lord. After news of the conquest spread around the globe, Hillary's response to the big question, "Who took the first step on the summit?" - "We climbed as a team" - caused a storm of  controversy that would rumble for decades. Tenzing was at the centre of a curious tug-of-war; both the Nepalese and the Indian governments declared him as one of their own (in fact, it has since been claimed that he was born in Tibet).

      Hillary, now 83 and living in Auckland, spent decades after his climb in the Himalayas supervising the building of 30 schools, medical clinics, two hospitals and airfields. It was a measure of the man that his work for the Himalayan Trust, which he established in the 1960s, came to far surpass his original gung-ho ascent, when he - to use his own words - "knocked the bastard off". Hillary's conquest opened the world's highest peak to serious mountaineers, but also to tourists; an average of 27,000 of them now pour into Sagarmatha (Mt Everest) National Park each year, far outnumbering the 3000-odd Sherpas. This has led Hillary to lament the rise of the "prima donna" photo-opportunity climber and to petition for the closing of the Everest region until it has a chance to recover environmentally.

      If Hillary has a reverential respect for the mountain, it's at least partly due to the tragic marks it has left on his own life. In 1975, his first wife, Louise, and daughter were killed in a light plane crash during construction  of a second hospital for the Sherpas. In 1984, his son Peter watched in horror as two of his climbing companions, including his good friend Fred Fromm, fell to their deaths while the trio was scaling Everest's  treacherous West Ridge. Then, in 1996, Peter's good mate Rob Hall - a world-respected mountaineer - was  killed when he was trapped on the summit by an unforeseen storm.

      THE OBVIOUS FLATLANDER'S QUESTtion - why do climbers put their lives on the line for a mountain? - is  best answered by George Mallory's famous response when asked why he wanted to climb Everest: "Because  it is there." For more than a century, Everest has been not just a mountain but an idea; it has become a siren song for those who dare approach its icy flanks, a test of the human spirit.

      In the early 21st century, when mass tourism has shrunk the world to the size of a theme park, Everest no  longer looms as the insurmountable monster it once was; in excess of 1500 people, after all, have now  conquered the summit, thanks in part to high-tech climbing gear and a range of little helpers now in place:  ladders, sets of ropes on the Hillary Step (before the final leg to the summit), and camps with the comforts of home.

      Even so, it is highly unlikely that an Everest ascent will ever be the fare of mass tourism, despite media  reports about armies of yuppie trekkers forming conga lines to the top. The reality is that Everest's slopes  are still swallowing up the unprepared. In 1996, the most recent horror year, 98 climbers reached the top and 15 perished after being caught in blizzards. Freak storms, crumbling snow bridges, concealed crevasses,  avalanches triggered by one unfortunate strike of an ice axe: all explain why nearly 90 per cent of climbers who attempt Everest fail.

      There is also the enormous expense. It cost Hillary the then princely sum of (UK pound) 1100 to join Hunt's  expedition; the Nepalese Government now charges $US70,000 ($A117,000) for a permit to scale Everest via  the most common South Col route, and because the maximum number of climbers per expedition is seven, you won't get any change out of $US10,000 ($16,700). Ascents are possible only for three or four days in May and October, which explains the long waiting list of willing climbers.

      You also have to be supremely fit. One climber likened the endurance feat of reaching the summit to  "running on a treadmill and breathing through a straw". Heart rates go haywire, blood tends to thicken and intestines can even shut down. Nearly everyone gets what's been nicknamed the Khumbu Krud, brought on by a combination of high altitude, dirty food and water, and intestinal parasites. The round trip takes about two-and-a-half months; the journey to base camp alone as long as two weeks - try to go any faster and you risk becoming seriously sick. The closer you get to the top, the worse the weather is, summit day being the acid test, when 85 per cent of all accidents happen, according to Peter Hillary.

      There are so few rescue options (helicopters can't get within 2000m of the summit) that it's nearly  impossible to secure life insurance. "No amount of training or experience will help you when the natural world  conspires against you," advises veteran Australian climber Garry Weare. Still, he concedes that everybody who's anybody in mountain climbing has made the pilgrimage to Everest at least once in their careers. It  remains the Holy Grail of alpinists, despite the rising popularity of other peaks in the Himalayas and of the  second-highest mountain in the world - K2, on the Pakistan-China border, which is only 300m lower.

      FROM A DISTANCE, EVEREST LOOKS as pristine as ever. It's only when you're on the slopes that you see  the litter, the piles of refuse left behind by generations of climbers who have been unable or unwilling to lug  their rubbish down the mountain, everything from oxygen bottles to eating utensils, leading one climber to  label it "the highest rubbish dump in the world". Environmentalists estimate up to 100 tonnes of rubbish is scattered across Everest, including the more macabre forms: the corpses of climbers. Recent clean-ups by  the World Wildlife Fund have cleared much of the rubbish, but such efforts have been hampered by shiftingglaciers, opening and closing crevasses, winds and snowfalls.

      The Nepalese authorities are also showing signs of increased commitment - or blatant revenue raising,  according to another viewpoint. Every expedition to the Everest area has to contribute a $US4000 ($A6700)  "garbage deposit" and is obliged to retain a conservation officer, whose job is to see that all the rubbish is   carried out at the end of the season. American mountaineer Peter Athans - known as "Mr Everest" for  reaching the summit a record-breaking seven times - is sceptical: "What happens to the bond if it is  forfeited?" he asks. "Will it ever leave Kathmandu's coffers at the Ministry of Tourism?

      I have my doubts. [Nepal's] political institutions are corrupt and require intense scrutiny and revision."

      Still, Athans believes that Everest is in better shape now than it was on his first attempted climb 20 years ago. "The mountain has been rigorously cleaned up by the Sherpas," he says. "Expeditionary teams are also much more responsible about the environment - if they aren't, they'll have to forfeit their clean-up bond."

      Perhaps even more troubling is that the glacier Hillary and Tenzing camped beside in 1953 has retreated  5km. Global warming has been blamed for glacial retreat throughout the entire Himalayas; the United  Nations Environment Program has warned that because of increasing ice melt, more than 40 Himalayan lakes are close to bursting, threatening the lives of thousands of people. Higher temperatures also mean rising risks for trekkers. Larger, deeper meltwater ponds on the snow slopes allow water to flow into holes;  the resulting water pressure can deepen cracks as relentlessly as a wedge splitting a log.

      Paradoxically, while ice cover in the Everest foothills seems to be thinning, the mountain itself is growing by about ten centimetres a year, because of the grinding together of continental plates beneath the Tibetan plateau.

      Further down the mountain, Namche Bazar, the trading capital of the Khumbu Valley, has neon lights, blaring music and an Internet cafe. Forty years ago, it comprised a few dozen mud houses. Like everywhere else on  the planet, modernisation has brought with it a dark side: drugs, deforestation and the demolition of  traditional farming and trading life. "We hear these criticisms all the time," sighs Peter Hillary, "that  modernisation has robbed the Sherpas of their idyllic subsistence-farmer life-style. If you go to the Sherpas and ask them what they want, they don't hesitate to tell you it's education for their children, modern health services, a light bulb in their house, a solar panel on their roof. They want lives like ours and are prepared to work hard for it, too." Echoes Garry Weare: "Sherpas are canny people - they know that good money can be  made from trekkers and tourism. They're the gold-card holders of the Himalayas."

      Those gold-card holders didn't begin as climbers. Until the arrival of those early tweed-jacketed, quail-eating explorers from Europe, the Sherpas were known as traders and farmers, and the Buddhists couldn't  understand the obsession of these wealthy white men with scaling Everest, which they regarded as an off-limits holy place. From the outset, however, their natural aptitude for climbing at high altitude with heavy loads made them perfect porters for European expedition leaders who were flush with cash.   Unfortunately, Sherpas were among the first to suffer the consequences that can come from climbing  Everest and, even today, they represent about one in three deaths on the mountain.

      Young Sherpa males - some only teenagers - are strongly enthusiastic about taking part in Everest expeditions because they can earn more in one climb than they can toiling in the fields for a year. Thus, it's  easy to exaggerate and malign the impact of Westernisation on Everest's inhabitants. Although great strides have been made in recent years, unimaginable poverty is still the constant in most Himalayan communities.  Notes Peter Hillary: "You only have to visit a few valleys on either side of the Everest region to find  communities that have barely changed in hundreds of years."

      Tourism has, in fact, suffered serious setbacks since the beginning of the Maoist rebellion 20 years ago.  Although most popular trekking routes and tourist sites were spared, more than 8000 Nepalese have died in  clashes between rebels and government forces. Tension escalated in mid-2001 after the massacre of the  King and Queen of Nepal and other members of the royal family by Crown Prince Dipendra, who then shot himself. At the end of January this year, a surprise ceasefire raised hopes of an end to the violence, but the  tourism sector has been suffering an almost 50 per cent drop in foreign visitors since the mid-1980s. Nepalese authorities are desperately trying to draw tourists back, opening 100 more Himalayan peaks in the  past 12 months.

      Their efforts will receive a considerable boost from the golden anniversary celebrations planned for May 29.  About a dozen treks will converge on Everest base camp; commemorative books are being published at a rate of knots, and television documentaries and specials will be broadcast. On April 29, the National Geographic Channel will televise a two-hour documentary, Surviving Everest, filmed last year and featuring  the "sons of Everest" - Peter Hillary, Jamling Norgay (son of Tenzing), and Brent Bishop (son of Barry Bishop,  part of the first American expedition to reach the top) - retracing the steps of the 1953 ascent via the south-east route.

      So what of the future for the roof of the world? "The challenge," notes Peter Hillary, "will be to

      accommodate more visitors to boost the local economy while also preserving the natural ecology." Says   Athans: "Ecotourism

      is a New Age buzzword that doesn't carry a lot of valuable meaning." The answer, he says, is forcing visitors   to be more responsible, while giving local communities the education and living standards they hunger for. No easy task, he concedes, given the parlous state of the country's economy.

      Nepalese political problems aside, it's unlikely Everest's appeal will ever be extinguished. Summiteers describe a tense fulfilment upon reaching the top: satisfaction because they have met the challenge, anxiety because they still have to get down. Weare, co-editor of a book called Everest, Reflections from the Top,  who describes himself as "not a particularly spiritual person", jokes that, while it won't necessarily convert you to Buddhism, an Everest climb does tend to be a life-altering experience for most.

      "Some have found God, while others have taken a totally new perspective on their lives . whether or not   that's a bad thing," he laughs.

      Mountain of evidence

      Some made it, some died on the way, some brought tins of foie gras.

      * Out of every 60 climbers only four make it to the summit, and of those two will die on the descent.

      * The average climber spends no more than 30 minutes on the summit.

      * The largest number of people to reach the top in one day was 40, on May 10, 1993.

      * Climbers are more than twice as likely to die from an avalanche than a fall.

      * Nine of the ten highest mountains in the world are in the Himalayas.

      * The first recorded  deaths were those of seven Sherpas, who were part of a British expedition in 1922.

      * The youngest person to ascend Everest was a 15-year-old Nepalese boy, in 2001.

      * The first person to reach the roof of the world solo was Reinhold Messner in 1978.

      * In 2001, American Erik Weihenmayer became the first blind person to summit Everest.

      * The first two women, both American, reached the summit in 1989.

      * More than 1500 people have climbed the mountain - almost 800 in the past five years.

      * More than one-third of summiteers are Sherpas.

      * In 2000, 142 climbers made it to the summit - the most ever in a single year.

      * Sherpa Appa holds the record of 12 Everest ascents.

      * In the 1920s, climbers wore tweed, layers of heavy wool, and nail-studded leather boots.

      * The most popular route to the top continues to be the South Col, pioneered by Hillary.

      * A 1924 British expedition lugged bow ties and 60 tins of quail in foie gras to Everest.

________________________________________________________________________________

Prince Phillip, Unep Officials for Obudu Cattle Ranch in May 

Daily Trust (Abuja) 

NEWS

April 11, 2003 

By Momoh Suleiman

Prince Phillip of Great Britain's ruling monarch, and senior executives of the United Nations Environment Programmes will attend a high-powered international workshop on conservation in May, at the Obudu Cattle Ranch in Cross River State, Daily Trust can confirm. 

The pioneering workshop which has been described as first of its kind in both magnitude and international spread, is expected to draw delegates from at least 20 countries. 

A memo regarding an appropriate date had already been received by Chief Olusegun Obasanjo and definite date would be confirmed soon by the president. 

Sources at the Federal Ministry of Environment confirmed that the ministry was aware of the forthcoming event and was prepared to host the world in a workshop that would outline opportunities and endowments, problems and shortcomings of Nigeria's conservation of wildlife and

forests. 

Though there were no indications that Prince Phillip would be attending officially on behalf of the British government, it was clear from Daily Trust's inquiry that "the workshop will open a floodgate of British and European interests in the conservation of the flora, fauna of the

country." 

According to sources, local inhabitants of forests and threatened land areas of the country will benefit from such renewed overseas interest and aid. 

________________________________________________________________________________

IAEA Concerned About Security of Nuclear Material

in Iraq

For full coverage, see the pages on: IAEA and Iraq
Vienna, 11 April 2003 -- Several recent media reports have raised concerns about the security of nuclear material stored near the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre in Iraq. U.S. military forces recently entered the Tuwaitha site. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) asked the United States to ensure that the material located there is properly protected and that access to the site is restricted. The IAEA has subsequently received such assurances.

"I have written yesterday to the United States Government asking that it ensure the security and safety of all the nuclear material there, which has been under IAEA seal since 1991. I indicated that until our inspectors return to Iraq, the U.S. has responsibility for maintaining security at this important storage facility," said Dr Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General of the IAEA.

Most of the nuclear and other radioactive material at Iraq's Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre is stored near the main complex in the three buildings which are known as "Location C." It contains nuclear material, covered by Iraq's Safeguards Agreement under the NPT, that the Agency was not required by the U.N. Security Council to remove after the Gulf war in 1991 because it could not be used directly for nuclear weapons purposes. A separate building at Location C is used to store radioisotope sources. Radiation levels are high and great care must be taken if entering the building.

IAEA inspectors have been monitoring and inspecting the material at Location C periodically since 1991. The IAEA applied seals on the drums containing the nuclear materials and the building itself. "As soon as circumstances permit, the IAEA should return to verify that there has been no diversion of this material," said Dr. ElBaradei.

During weapons inspections in Iraq from November 2002 until March 2003, IAEA inspectors visited the Tuwaitha research center many times. Inspectors have examined underground areas at Tuwaitha as part of the inspection process, including the basements of buildings as well as underground ruins and the surroundings of the destroyed research reactors. In some buildings, the IAEA has documented higher than normal radiation levels, attributable to Iraq's past nuclear weapons programme and the presence of radioisotopes.

Contact: Mark Gwozdecky, at (+43-1) 2600-21270; Mobile: (+43) 664-1546989 or e-mail: M.Gwozdecky@iaea.org. 

________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

World finance leaders endorse a new U.N. Security resolution as

part of Iraq rebuilding effort

  WASHINGTON (AP) _ Finance officials from the seven richest industrial countries agreed Saturday to support a new U.N. Security Council resolution as part of a global effort to rebuild Iraq.  The deal settles a dispute that had threatened to delay postwar help that the United States had insisted could go ahead without a further U.N. resolution.

But the finance leaders, in a joint statement, endorsed a resolution as part of a reconstruction plan that will involve the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

``We recognize the need for a multilateral effort to help Iraq. We support a further U.N. Security Council resolution,'' said the finance ministers and central bank presidents from the United States, Japan, Germany, France, Britain, Italy and Canada.

That was a concession by the Bush administration. U.S. officials had argued that IMF-World Bank reconstruction efforts could begin as part of an American-led rebuilding program without a further U.N. resolution. The U.N. Security Council had failed to endorse the U.S.-led military campaign to

oust Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

France and Germany, leading critics of the war, had rejected the U.S. approach, saying the lending institutions should not become involved in Iraq until there was a deal on the United Nations' role in overseeing

reconstruction.

``The IMF and the World Bank should play their normal role in rebuilding and developing Iraq, recognizing that the Iraqi people have the ultimate responsibility to implement the right policies and build their own future,'' the Group of Seven countries said in the statement after talks led by U.S. Treasury Secretary John Snow and Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan.

Snow said the talks had begun the process of finding a way for the IMF, World Bank and other institutions to ``work together to help the Iraqi people recover _ not just from 25 days of conflict but from 25 years of

economic misrule.''

Snow said the officials agreed the IMF and the World Bank would begin providing technical assistance in Iraq and start preliminary studies on what would need to be done to rebuild the country.

The G-7 countries also endorsed a call by the United States to begin discussions on forgiving a portion of Iraq's massive foreign debt burden, much of it owed to Russia, France and Germany and built up during Saddam's rule.

One participant in the G-7 discussions, Wim Duisenberg, the head of the European Central Bank, said the talks were conducted without any hint of the bitterness between the United States and France and Germany over the war.

Duisenberg said all participants agreed ``a new Security Council resolution would be welcomed'' and that ``there should be a joint effort to reconstruct'' Iraq.

In St. Petersburg, Russia, a hastily arranged summit of the leaders of Russia, France and Germany ended Saturday with a push for U.N. supremacy in rebuilding Iraq.

``The United Nations should play a central role in ensuring that Iraq regains its sovereignty and that the Iraqi people recover their dignity and  their freedom,'' French President Jacques Chirac said at the start of the

seminar.

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said that ``the legitimacy of the restoration of the state and economic structures can be ensured only through international law.''

Chirac, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, however, toned down their criticism of the United States. Chirac voiced hope that fractured ties with Washington would be mended.

Meanwhile, the finance officials at the G-7 meeting pledged to pursue greater cooperation in efforts to deal with a serious global economic slowdown, exacerbated by uncertainties surrounding the war.

As part of the effort to bolster growth, the officials also released a plan that discussed the steps over the past year to increase growth and improve the ability of the IMF and other institutions to handle financial crises.

``We reiterate our commitment to strengthen crisis prevention and resolution measures,'' the statement said.

The statement was silent on specific measures needed to stimulate growth.

The administration has made President George W. Bush's proposed $723 billion in new tax cuts the centerpiece of its economic revitalization program. But several European countries have questioned the wisdom of pursuing further tax cuts in the United States at a time that Washington's budget deficit is

soaring.

Security was tight for the weekend finance meetings, which in addition to the G-7 talks will include discussions of the policy-setting committees of  the IMF and the World Bank.

Antiwar protests were planned for later Saturday. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

 Reuters

U.S. Congress sends Bush $79 billion for Iraq war

Sat April 12, 2003 12:53 PM ET

WASHINGTON, April 12 (Reuters) - The U.S. Congress on Saturday sent President George W. Bush a $79 billion package to finance wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, reward key allies, bolster anti-terrorism efforts and help struggling airlines.

Rushing to get the money to Bush before starting Congress' two-week spring recess, the House of Representatives passed the measure by a voice vote in a rare weekend session. The Senate agreed to the measure on Friday night even as House-Senate negotiators were working out its details.

The huge emergency measure that was pushed through both chambers innear-record time gives Bush the more than $60 billion he sought for the Pentagon to cover war costs, but with some limits on the free hand he sought to use the money.

It also provides the $2.5 billion he wanted as seed money for Iraq's postwar reconstruction, but specifies the money is in foreign assistance funds to the State Department, which ensures lawmakers oversight of its spending.

Bush had wanted the money in a White House fund expected to go to the Pentagon, which he has picked to take the lead in Iraq's postwar transition to a new government.

A number of lawmakers said Bush's plan would have cut Congress out of the process, and blindsided the State Department, which they said should have the primary role in Iraq once the hostilities were over.

With the language, Bush still has ultimate authority over how the money is used and by which agencies.

The bill also contains about $8 billion in aid to reward important allies, including $1 billion for Turkey as well as funds for Jordan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Israel and Pakistan.

Lawmakers also approved an aid package of about $3.5 billion for U.S. airlines that lost business because of the war, and extended jobless benefits for aviation industry workers.
________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

A Month Later, SARS Still Poorly Understood 

                      By J.R. Pegg

WASHINGTON, DC, April 11, 2003 (ENS) - One month after the World Health Organization declared Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) a global  threat to health, officials from the organization say the disease remains poorly understood and warn that it could be the first severe new disease of the 21st  century with global epidemic potential. 

"SARS is emerging in ways that suggest great potential for rapid international spread under the favorable conditions created by a highly mobile, closely interconnected world," said David Heymann, executive director of  communicable diseases for the World Health Organization (WHO). 

"Its clinical and epidemiological features, though poorly understood, give cause for particular alarm." 

Scientists continue to express confidence that the disease is a mutated form of a virus that causes the common cold, but are not yet able to completely confirm this suspicion. 

WHO Executive Director of communicable diseases David Heymann says SARS is probably here to stay. (Photo courtesy World Health Organization)

Two more Asian nations reported their first cases of SARS today, as scientists and health officials across the world continued the scramble to identify the new respiratory virus that has now killed at least 116 people in Asia and Canada. 

Indonesia and the Philippines joined the list of nations with reported cases of SARS, bringing the total to 20, and several nations stepped up security measures to try and contain the spread of the disease. 

Heymann said it is not surprising that additional countries are reporting cases of SARS as health officials become more adept at responding to symptoms of  the respiratory illness. 

As of today, the WHO reports some 2,890 cases of SARS in 20 countries, including 116 deaths and 1,373 individuals confirmed to have recovered from the respiratory illness. 

Most countries appear to be successfully containing the disease, he said, but there is particular concern about a few "hot zones" - China, Hong Kong, Canada, Singapore and Hanoi - that "give rise to considerable concern." 

Local transmission of SARS has only been confirmed in these five regions. 

"One of the most alarming features of SARS in these areas is its rapid spread in hospitals, where it has affected a large number of previously healthy health care workers," Heymann said. 

And in these hot zones, he explained, SARS is "continuing to spread despite the introduction of strict patient isolation and excellent infection control." 

Despite progress on confirming the virus is a new or mutated form of coronavirus, other forms of which cause the common cold, scientists are still uncertain how the SARS virus is spread and are unaware of any effective treatment. 

Many scientists believe the virus could have jumped from animals to humans - there are some 13 forms of the coronavirus, some which infect humans, cattle, pigs, rodents, dogs and chickens. 

So far, SARS appears to be fatal for about four percent of those infected. Most individuals who have died from SARS had some underlying health  ailment. 

Early indications that it was only spread through direct face to face contact were complicated last week, when Hong Kong health officials said they  though the virus could be airborne or waterborne. 

Early last week, Hong Kong officials quarantined a block of a huge housing complex because more than 200 people from this block had contracted SARS,  providing the possibility that the virus could be airborne or waterborne because. 

Hong Kong health officials say they no longer believe the virus is airborne but continue to investigate whether a burst sewage pipe could be linked to  transmission of the virus. 

Hong Kong, which has suffered more from SARS than any area other than mainland China, has forbidden SARS-infected patients from leaving the region. (Photo courtesy Massachusetts Institute                                                         of Technology)

The lack of certainty about SARS has given  rise to some wild speculation - reports that the disease could be spread by cockroaches swirled around Hong Kong earlier this week, but have since been refuted. 

There are "lots of studies going on," Heymann said, "but no answers." 

Hong Kong is reeling from the health and economic impact of SARS - the region has suffered more cases and deaths of anywhere other than mainland China and reported an additional two dead and 61 infected over the past 48 hours. 

Today Hong Kong officials ordered all contacts of patients with known cases to be quarantined for a period of 10 days, and during that period they will not be permitted to leave the region. 

"The most effective way to avoid the disease is to maintain good personal and public hygiene," Hong Kong's Chief Executive Tung Chee Hwa said today. "It is imperative to improve the hygiene of our living environment." 

Singapore began implementing a new policy today, quarantining for 10 days  all foreigners arriving from SARS affected countries to work in the city state. Health officials and law enforcement officers continue to track some 534 residents who are under quarantine. 

Malaysian officials said they will no longer issue visas to people from countries affected by SARS. 

Thailand now requires visitors from SARS-affected countries in Asia to wear face masks at all times while in the country, even though many scientists doubt the effectiveness of the masks in preventing transmission of the disease. 

Canada placed more than 100 employees at a Hewlett Packard plant in Ontario under quarantine after a worker showed up at work despite having SARS symptoms. At least 10 people in Canada have died of SARS and some 98 have contracted the illness. 

Canada is the only nation outside of Asia to have reported deaths from SARS.

In the United States, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is investigating whether a Florida man may have spread the disease to a coworker - this would be the first transmission of the disease within the United States. At least 166 people in the United States have SARS. 

"It is possible for this virus to spread very quickly under certain circumstances," CDC Director Julie Gerberding told reporters Thursday. 

German airline Lufthansa is scrambling to contact passengers and employees  who may have come into contact with a man who took seven flights on the airline less than a week before he was diagnosed with SARS. 

Some scientists believe the virus that causes SARS could have jumped from chickens to humans. (Photo courtesy by Ian Britton courtesy FreeFoto.com)

The individual, who has not been named, started and ended his journey in Hong Kong, with stops                      in London, Frankfurt,  Munich and Barcelona. Lufthansa has told the public that its aircraft  have efficient filter systems, and the World Health Organization agreed that the risk of air passengers spreading the disease midflight is extremely low. 

There are 17 laboratories in nine countries involved with studying the new disease, but many believe some important answers may still be found in China. 

Heymann said WHO's research team in Guangdong believes the epidemic has  peaked in that province, but they are "very concerned" that there are unreported cases throughout China. 

Additional WHO research teams are moving on to Beijing and Shanghai to follow up on conflicting reports that the situation in these urban centers, in particular Beijing, is more serious that what the Chinese government has reported. 

Chinese health officials pledged increased cooperation, but still appear guarded about the extent of its insight into the scope of the SARS epidemic in China. 

"China is such a vast country with huge population that it is an enormous task to conduct broad investigations on some unidentified disease," Chinese Vice Minister of Health Ma Xiaowei told reporters Thursday. " I believe the work of reporting epidemic situations will be improved after we take the measures." 

The global economic impact of SARS, mostly from reduced travel, could be as high as $30 billion, Heymann said. 

WHO officials said today that they do not currently believe that any goods,  product or animals arriving from SARS affected areas pose a risk to public health. The organization is working with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization to look for evidence that a SARS related disease has  occurred in animals. 

It will take weeks or months to determine whether SARS is indeed another endemic infectious disease in humans, Heymann said, but it is clear that close cooperation between nations is essential to combating the disease. 

"In a world where all national borders are porous when confronted by a microbial threat, it is in the interest of all populations for countries to share the information they may have as soon as it is available," he said. "In so doing, they will allow both near and distant countries, all neighbors in our globalized  world, to benefit from the understanding they have gained."                                                                               ________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Environment and Human Rights Linked Before UN  Commission 

GENEVA, Switzerland, April 11, 2003 (ENS) - The case for linking human rights and environmental protection is receiving increased recognition as a prevailing legal norm, says an nonprofit environmental law organization based in the United States. The International Program of Earthjustice submitted its  annual issue paper, "Human Rights and the Environment" on Thursday at the 59th Session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in Geneva. 

The United Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNHCHR), composed of 53 nations, meets each year in regular session in March and April for six weeks in Geneva. This year it is taking place from March 17 to April 25 at the Palais des Nations. Over 3,000 delegates from member and observer countries and from nongovernmental organizations participate. 

"The relationship between environmental problems and human rights violations calls for a holistic                                      treatment of these issues," Earthjustice said in its report. "International, governmental and                                     nongovernmental institutions dedicated to protecting human rights must recognize the connection and take  steps to provide mechanisms to address the human rights implications of environmental problems." 

Trends and themes in the field of human rights that are pressing enough to warrant the appointment of special rapporteurs include a Special Rapporteur on Adverse Effects of the Illicit Movement and Dumping of Toxic and Dangerous Products and Wastes on the Enjoyment of Human Rights. This special rapporteur, Fatma Zohra Ouhachi Vesely of Tunisia, presented her report to the Commission on Thursday. 

Vesely highlights a new trend in the area within her mandate - the export of hazardous electronic waste from developed countries for recycling in developing countries in Asia. As documented by many reports received from different sources, she wrote, these wastes are processed in operations that are "extremely harmful to human health and the environment, with severe implications for human rights." Improper disposal of electronic waste that contains heavy metals and pollutants poses a threat to human health. 

"The gravity of the problem points to the need for the strict application of existing international instruments and for the elaboration if necessary of international standards to ensure that electronic wastes are recycled in a manner that is neither harmful to worker, nor destroys the environment," Vesely said. 

She cited a comprehensive report from the Basel Action Network, a Seattle based global network of toxics and development activist organizations, alleging that substantial amounts of hazardous  electronic wastes are exported from the United States to Asian countries such as China, India and Pakistan for recycling. The report alleges that improper disposal of electronic waste that contains heavy metals and pollutants poses a significant threat to human health, leading to respiratory  illness, skin infections, stomach diseases and other conditions. 

Computer or television monitors contain cathode ray tubes, which typically contain enough lead to be classified as hazardous waste when being recycled or disposed of. A typical computer monitor may contain up to eight pounds of  lead. The report submits that such exports of electronic waste are contrary to the Basel Convention, to which the United States is not a party. 

Representing the United States, Malik Hasan, a neurologist and former owner of HMOs, said that his country remains "concerned that in a number of instances, unverified allegations were reported and often treated as fact" in the Special Rapporteur's report. 

Hasan told the delegates that the United States is currently making efforts to seek ratification of the Basel Convention. He acknowled that nongovernmental organizations consider that this would do more to legitimize international waste dumping than it would do to prevent it. The United States "disagreed strongly with this characterization," and noted that by ratifying the treaty, the U.S. would gain in "the ability and responsibility to better regulate exports of hazardous waste." It would not legitimize international waste dumping, he said. 

The Basel Action Network report also alleges that hazardous electronic waste originating from Canada is being exported to Asia for recycling. One of the receiving countries, China, has banned the import of electronic waste, and the report alleges that Canada’s refusal to honor that ban by  furthering exports of electronic waste to China is in contravention of the Basel Convention. 

During a visit to Canada in October 2002, Vesely said she had an opportunity to raise the issue of the Basel Action Network report directly with the government. The government spokesman informed the Special Rapporteur

that Canada is meeting its international obligations in the field of hazardous wastes and that Environment Canada is reviewing its definition of hazardous waste, including electronic scrap, as part of ongoing amendments to the Export and Import of Hazardous Wastes Regulations. 

Environment Canada has not issued any permit for the export of hazardous electronic scrap to any developing country, the spokesman said. Canada also  prohibits the export of hazardous wastes to countries that have notified Environment Canada that they themselves prohibit imports of such waste. As of November 2002, China had not notified Environment Canada of any ban on  the import of electronic waste. In view of the allegations of electronic waste export to China, Environment Canada has requested information from the Chinese authorities as to whether China has a prohibition on the import of  electronic scrap. 

During a question and answer session following the introduction of Vesely's report, a representative of Algeria said it was a good thing to transfer technology to the developing countries and to reduce flows of toxic waste and dangerous materials. The effort to fight such phenomena should include the adoption of national legislation which would prohibit the export and import of such materials, in accordance with the Basel Convention, he said. 

Vesely agreed that development of national legislation was necessary to fight against toxic waste, as mentioned by the Algerian delegation. 

In her report, Vesely noted her continuing concern about the problems posed by pesticides and persistent organic pollutants. She welcomed the decision of Mexico to ban the use of DDT. 

The Earthjustice issue paper urges broadening of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on Adverse Effects of the Illicit Movement and Dumping of Toxic and Dangerous Products and Wastes on the Enjoyment of Human Rights.  "As a world leader in the protection of human rights, the UN Commission on Human Rights should set the pace for such recognition and, further,  guarantee the right to a clean and healthy environment," said Marcello Mollo  of Earthjustice, author of this year's report. 

Paul Hunt, special rapporteur on the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of                      physical and mental health, also linked human rights and the environment. On Monday, World                      Health Day, Hunt said that the human right to health is not simply the right to health care. "It is also a right to the underlying determinants of health, including food and nutrition, housing, access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation, and a healthy environment." 

"Every year," Hunt said, "more than five million children aged 0-14 die from diseases linked to the environment, such as malaria, schistosomiasis and cholera. Exposure to pollution and toxic substances threatens the health of children throughout the world. Poverty, conflict and natural disasters create  particular difficulties for sustaining healthy environments for children." 

Of the 191 nations in the world, there are now 109 national constitutions that mention the protection of the environment or natural resources. One hundred of them recognize the right to a clean and healthy environment and/or the state's obligation to prevent environmental harm, Earthjustice reports.  Fifty-three constitutions explicitly recognize the right to a clean and healthy environment, and 92 make it the duty of the national government to prevent harm to the environment. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Commit to non-GM food, councils told 

     Environmental groups have urged councils to commit to non-genetically modified food in the run-up to the elections on May 1. 

     Friends of the Earth has asked councils to pledge not to use GM foods in schools and to call on the government to prevent GM crops being grown in their areas. 

     The group said councils needed to act before the government and European Commission decide later this year whether to allow the widespread growing of GM crops in Europe. 

     If given the go-ahead, GM crops risk contaminating local food, farmland and wildlife and threaten the viability of organic food, Friends of the Earth claims. 

     'Now or never' 

     A growing number of councils have already voted to become GM-free areas, with those in the south west of England taking the lead. 

     Among them are Cornwall County Council, South Gloucestershire Council, South  Hams District Council and town councils in Norton Radstock, near Bath, and  Bridport, Dorset. 

     Devon and Lancashire Councils have also taken steps towards avoiding GM foods. 

     Friends of the Earth has launched an interactive website so people can e-mail their councils and ask them to go GM free. 

     Friends of the Earth GM campaigner Clare Oxborrow said: "It really is now or never if we want to stop the introduction of GM crops in this country. 

     "And it is now or never for local election candidates. 

     "They have a chance to show they support the GM free Britain campaign by pledging to push their own council to go GM free." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

 Group Says DuPont Withheld Risk of Toxic Chemical

  Fri Apr 11, 6:10 PM ET

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - DuPont Co., the second-largest U.S. chemical company, withheld from the government an internal study linking a toxic chemical in Teflon to birth defects in some children, an advocacy group charged on Friday. 

  The Environmental Working Group claimed that DuPont violated federal law by failing to turn over a document in 1981 showing the risks of perfluorooctanoic  acid, or C8, a chemical used to manufacture Teflon. 

 Teflon is a widely available household product used to keep clothing such as jackets dry or to prevent food from sticking to pots and pans. 

 "They obviously had no intention of ever turning this over to the EPA," said Richard Wiles, a vice president of the advocacy group. "This is very damning evidence. It's not surprising to us that they withheld it, and who knows what else they've withheld?" 

 The group asked the Environmental Protection Agency (news - web sites) to investigate and determine if the company broke federal law by failing to immediately disclose the health impacts of the chemical. 

 The EPA said it was reviewing the document and did not have an immediate comment. 

 Wilmington, Delaware-based DuPont denied the allegations by the Environmental Working Group that the company violated the Toxic Substance Control Act by not reporting information about C8. 

 The environmental group cited a 1981 internal study by DuPont that measured the blood levels of seven women who worked at the company's Teflon plant in West Virginia. All had detectable levels of the chemical in their bodies, according to the document. 

 CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT 

 The DuPont study also said one woman gave birth to a child with an eye and tear duct defect, and another employee bore a child with a nostril and eye defect. That same year, DuPont reassigned 50 women from the plant to reduce their exposure to the chemical, the Environmental Working Group said. 

 Residents near the West Virginia plant have filed a class-action lawsuit against DuPont over contamination of area water supplies. The DuPont report on C8

 came to light in the course of that lawsuit. 

 "There is no evidence or data that demonstrates (C8) causes adverse human health effects, including developmental or reproductive effects, in any segment of  the human population," said Robert Rickard, director of DuPont's Haskell Laboratory for Health and Environmental Sciences. 

 DuPont said the company recorded the women's low-level exposure but did not conduct a formal study evaluating C8 or its effect on human health. 

 The federal Toxic Substance Control Act only requires companies to report information when the public is at risk, DuPont said, and it added there were no  adverse effects to humans exposed to the chemical. 

 DuPont said its records showed one birth defect, but added there was "no indication" it was linked to exposure to C8. 

 The Teflon chemical C8 is part of a broader family called perfluorochemicals. Tests have shown that C8 and similar chemicals can cause liver damage and  reproductive problems in rats, according to scientists. 

 The Environmental Working Group said laboratory studies have linked exposure to perfluorochemicals to cancer, hypothyroidism and brain damage. 

 In 2000, 3M Corp. pulled its stain repellent Scotchgard from the market after the EPA expressed concern that a sister chemical to C8 posed serious health risks.  3M has since stopped making all perfluorochemicals. 

 The EPA last September began a priority review of C8 under the Toxic Chemicals Control Act, which can be used to ban chemicals that can lead to health  problems or defects. 

 An EPA official said the agency planned to release a final version of its report on Monday. 

 In a draft copy released last month, the EPA found that C8 accumulates in the blood system and has toxic chemicals that pose a risk for childbearing women.  The agency urged further study of the chemical's impact on humans. 

 For its part, DuPont said that the EPA document was a preliminary draft and that data recently shared with the government support the chemical's safety. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

14 April 2003

UN Agency Unveils Plan to Use Hot Rocks to Generate Electricity in Eastern Africa

United Nations (New York): In a promising form of renewable energy, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today unveiled a new plan to use the steam produced by hot rocks buried within the earth to generate electricity in eastern Africa. UNEP said energy experts, scientists and private sector representatives drew up the geothermal plan to dramatically increase the levels of electricity generated from hot rocks during the Eastern Africa Geothermal Energy meeting held this week in Nairobi, Kenya. Kenya has used geothermal energy for power generation for 22 years at greater than 97 per cent availability," stated a final declaration produced by delegates at the meeting. Kenya, the pioneer of geothermal energy in the region, generates 45 megawatts of electricity from hot rocks according to UNEP. The delegates also set the "challenging yet achievable target" to develop 1,000 megawatts - equivalent to the electricity needs of several million people - of this geothermal across eastern Africa by 2020. The meeting, organized by UNEP, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the Kenya Electricity Generating Company (KenGen), aimed to overcome some of the technological and financial hurdles that have held back geothermal development in the region.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304120143.html
Siltation threatens Lake Baringo in Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Siltation is threatening the existence of Lake Baringo, the Kenyan central Rift-Valley water mass made famous by its crocodile and hippo population, an officer from the Kenyan Marine and Fisheries Research institute (KEMFRI) warned Saturday. KEMFRI station coordinator, Owino Olilo, said huge annual silt deposits in the lake which supports the livelihoods of over 500 families had reduced the depth of its waters to about 1.5 metres. Owilo said that contrasts sharply with the 10-metre depth of the lake in the 1950s and 1960s, and urgently called on stakeholders to discuss how to save the lake from siltation and drying up. He also said there is a need to conserve its 5000-sq metre catchment area. As Lake Baringo was a major source of food and income for riparian villagers, Owilo lamented that fish harvests therein were drastically reduced to 160 tonnes last year, down from an impressive 340 tonnes in 2000. He said the lake, which is rich in hippopotamus, crocodiles, over 450 bird species, water plants and snake parks, needs major conservation support from the government and NGOs for the benefit of prosperity.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng048985&dte=12/04/2003
Minister to Act on Garbage disposal in City

The Nation (Nairobi): The Nairobi City Council plans to appoint a disciplinary panel to deal with people disposing garbage illegally and polluters. Local Government Minister Karisa Maitha said yesterday that the panel, to be appointed next month, would consist of a judge and  magistrates. Speaking at ceremony to mark Narc's 100 days in power, Mr. Maitha warned that those disposing garbage in non-designated areas would be fined or jailed. He also called upon the people to put their efforts towards cleaning of the city which was once known as the 'the city in the sun'. The minister lamented saying that the city will be well placed if only Sh230 billion taxes collected annually is used towards developing the city.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304140122.html
Ozone Depleting Methyl Bromide to be Phased Out by 2005
The East African (Nairobi): Methyl bromide, a soil fumigant with ozone depleting effects, will be phased out in developing countries by 2015. Currently, there is no single alternative to methyl bromide, according to research findings in Kenya, Italy, the Netherlands and Japan. A recently concluded study carried out at Sulmac flower farm in Naivasha, Kenya showed that a combination of products, steaming as well as organic matter could provide successful alternatives. The study was aimed at seeking alternatives to methyl bromide in the flower industry. It showed that Metham Sodium, dazomet and a combination of each of the two products with Rootgard (containing trichoderma SSP) produced the best results. The study, carried out by the Horticultural Crops Development Authority (HCDA) was funded by the United Nations Industrial Organisation (Unido). HCDA says that the best option is to mobilize groups of farmers with common interests to work together "to validate these options instead of each individual farm doing the validation. It is known that even after thorough fumigation of the fields, reinfestation usually occurs as a result of poor sanitation."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304130068.html
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE Media Update

UN or UNEP in the news

General environment news

Scottish power grid expansion work starts – Ofgem

LONDON (Reuters)- British energy regulator Ofgem this week gave the go-ahead to Scottish power companies to start work on plans to upgrade their grids to support the expansion of the green energy industry.

Scottish Power (SPW.L) and Scottish & Southern Energy (SSE.L) will start this year looking at where the network will need to be expanded to bring power from wind farms, many in remote sites, to consumers further south

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20446/story.htm
INTERVIEW - Syngenta says GM wheat at least five years away

LYON, France (Reuters) - Swiss crop giant Syngenta AG said this week it did not expect to market genetically modified wheat for at least five years.

"That is the minimum - that's how long it would take to have something that is seen to work in practice," Chairman Heinz Imhof told Reuters

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20443/story.htm
German GM wheat trials approved but site sabotaged

HAMBURG - German authorities said this week they have approved an application from Swiss agribusiness group Syngenta AG to start Germany's first trials of genetically-modified (GM (GM.N)) wheat.

But on Tuesday some 25 Greenpeace activists sowed organic wheat seed on the test site, aimed at ruining trials as it will be impossible to tell the difference between GMO and conventional wheat, said Greenpeace spokesman Henning Strodthoff

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20444/story.htm
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia
ِA Workshop on Forestation 

Under the patronage of H.E. Dr. Abdullah Abdelaziz, the Minister of Agriculture, the workshop was opened in King Abdelaziz City of Science who talked about the side effects of modernization in the Kingdom such as desertification resulted from the degradation of the natural vegetation cover, the degradation of the soil, and the environmental imbalance in some of the areas.

http://www.alriyadh.com.sa/Contents/13-04-2003/Mainpage/LOCAL1_6920.php
UAE
A MOU Between the Salt Agriculture and the Research Center

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed yesterday between the International Center of Salt Agriculture in Dubai and the Desert Research Center in Egypt to establish the mutual cooperation in the  development and management of the natural resources, organizing studies, and implementing the development projects.  

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/04/13/mhl/
The Cement Union and the Environment

According to H.H Sheikh Khaled Al-Qassimy’s commands, the Cement Union Company implemented  projects that prevent the dust  air pollution by using a high quality filters with the cost of 30 million Dirham.     

. 

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/04/13/mhl/
Major decline in demersal fish stocks, says ERWDA survey

DUBAI - Coastline modifications in the UAE, including activities as dredging, land reclamation and channelling of the sea-bed, have paralleled major declines of demersal fish stocks.

This is part of the findings of the fish resource assessment survey project conducted from February 2, 2002, to January 23, 2003 on the demersal and small pelagic resources of the UAE by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA).

The project has provided the first fisheries independent data of the UAE's demersal and small pelagic resources in over 25 years and the first-ever comprehensive survey of these resources.

The results of the survey not only provide comprehensive information on relative abundances of species but also give detailed information on yields, catch rates and distribution of demersal species.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april233.xml
Oman
The Medical Waste

The General Manager of the Preventive Health announced that the range of the medical waste is more than 35000 tons per year. He pointed that there is a great effort from the ministry’s side to train the medical staff and their assistants in all of the hospitals on how to get rid safely from these medical wastes.

http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2003-04-13/local/local08.htm



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��Poughkeepsie Journal - Environment a casualty of war�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshes" ��Financial Times - Environmentalists rush to the rescue of marshes� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mopup" ��The Associated Press State & Local Wire - Windsor company positions itself for war mop-up


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��Teheran Times - Experts Draw Up Action Plan for Geothermal Energy for Kenya, East Africa�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Chemicals" ��European Report - Chemicals: industry calls for more rational surveillance system�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Verdict" ��The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, Australia) -  Judge's final verdict: punish the bosses�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Everest" ��Australian Magazine - The lure of Everest, 50 years after Hillary and Tenzing - 'BECAUSE IT IS THERE'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Daily Trust (Abuja) - Prince Phillip, Unep Officials for Obudu Cattle Ranch in May 
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