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Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy goes East with Green Power Conferences

Green Power Central and Eastern Europe, the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency event for the region was launched yesterday together with the full support of the United Nations Environment Programme, REEEP, LEAD and with other regional organisations.

(PRWEB) April 9, 2004 -- “This well timed event captures the growth opportunities of this €18bn Euro market” said Adam Pool, Chief Investment Officer, EIP (http://www.eip.com.pl/)

Green Power CEE will be held in Budapest on 27th-29th September 2004 and comes at a vital time for the new accession countries of Eastern Europe. Many of these countries have huge potential for growth in both energy efficiency and renewable energy. Under the former centrally planned communist economies emphasis was placed on volume and quantities rather than price or efficiency. Until now, large hydro projects apart, there has been relatively little activity or focus on renewables.

“The Newly Associated States (NAS) of the European Union have challenging targets for the growth of renewable electricity generation over the next few years… as the forthcoming requirement to comply with the European Directive on renewable electricity” http://ascert.energyprojects.net/

Regulate to Open the Finance Tap

Regulatory regimes and market mechanisms must be created that recognise the role of private finance in order to attract the necessary levels of investment and FDI. Private investors require security, long-term price guarantees and market incentives to minimise their risk and exposure. Carbon finance initiatives such as renewable obligation certificates could provide much needed incentives as well as the recognition/reduction of existing hydrocarbon subsidies to level the playing field. The importance of attracting finance to the region is demonstrated by the announcement from the UNEP Finance Initiative (http://unepfi.net/) that they will run a Renewable Energy Finance Forum as part of the event.

Romania Seeks Investors for Wind Power Plant - 3rd November 2003 – “Romania’s Transport Ministry said it would expect foreign investors to express their interest in a project aiming to develop a wind power plant near Black Sea port of Constanta.” www.ase.org.yu/docs/CEE0019.pdf

Growing Energy?

Of particular regional interest is the possibility for Rural Economy Renewable energy projects (in particular, biomass) that could provide the agricultural communities with new crops to offset the increased competition from being within Europe.

“The Biomass Energy Fund was finalized and the Tripartite Contract arrangements were approved by the Slovenian Government.”

“We are receiving lots of interest and we are thrilled to be hosting the UNEP Finance Forum, it shows the high interest in making energy work more efficiently and cleanly in the region. We are looking forward to a great event and hope it provides an annual meeting place for private industry to meet potential partners, investors and the regulators” commented Sarah Ellis, Green Power CEE Event Director.

Private One 2 One Meetings Service

The local Innovation Relay Centre (http://irc.cordis.lu) will also be supporting the event to offer private one 2 one meetings for pre-registered delegates to meet prospective partners and clients so that all attendees can maximize their time at the event.

“Bulgaria will be receiving up to €50 million from the EBRD for local banks to disperse to private sector businesses interested in improving their company’s energy efficiency.”
Gulf Daily News


Gulf pupils pass test on Unesco activities

By SOMAN BABY

THE first Unesco (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) information test conducted by a Bahrain office has registered a 95 per cent pass rate.

The test for schools throughout the Gulf was organised by the United Schools International's (USI) Arab regional office in Bahrain.

More than1 ,000students enrolled and 723 took the test, said USI secretary general Jiya Lal Jain.

The number of students who passed the test was 694 or 95 per cent, he told the GDN.

Twenty one top students were presented with special framed merit certificates.

"Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed," said Mr Jain, quoting the Unesco constitution.

"Keeping this in mind, USI Arab regional office conducted the Unesco information test for the first time in December2003 . "We believe that students who are the leaders of tomorrow should have a thorough knowledge of Unesco and its efforts to spread peace throughout the world."

The aim of the test therefore, said Mr Jain, was to make students aware of Unesco's programmes and activities.

The test in English was divided into two categories, for juniors and seniors, and the students were supplied with a book titled Unesco in schools.

The certificates of all the successful students who obtained 40 per cent marks or more have been sent to their respective schools, said Mr Jain. New Delhi-based USI, which is committed to the promotion of peace education and teachings about the United Nations in Gulf schools, opened its Arab regional office in Bahrain in1982 .

It was opened by the then Education Minister Dr Ali Fakhro. The USI has since been conducting essay writing and painting competitions on the environment as well as UN information and general knowledge tests.

The UN information test is aimed at popularising the UN system and to inculcate in students, knowledge about the UN. Since its inception, USI has also been regularly publishing a quarterly magazine, titled Workshop of Peace.

The essay writing and painting competitions on environment are being organised in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) West Asia regional office.

USI has membership in 52 countries throughout the world.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. Newswire

Regional Cooperation on Environment Is Key to Sustainable Development in Mekong, Says First Atlas of GMS

4/12/2004 5:11:00 PM

To: National and International desks

Contact: Patricia Moser, 202-728 1500 (media inquiries only), pmoser@adb.org

MANILA, Philippines, April 12 /U.S. Newswire/ -- Rich in resources yet with high poverty incidence, the countries sharing the Mekong River must join forces to conserve the environment, pursue sustainable development, and improve their people's livelihood. 

That is the message of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Atlas of the Environment, the first book of its kind celebrating the GMS, jointly published today by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP).

Extensively illustrated by photographs, detailed maps, remote sensing images, tables, and graphs, the Atlas showcases the wealth of the region's natural resources and the efforts being made to tackle the region's environmental problems.

The Atlas champions the environment-the rivers great and small that define the bountiful watersheds and deltas filled with forests and wetlands that support the subregion's great biodiversity. It highlights the subregion's dependence on renewable natural resources to provide sustenance to the rural population, while providing for exports of fish, rice, and timber. The Atlas also celebrates the people of the GMS, and their great cities. It reminds us that the GMS's indigenous peoples and local communities are important in maintaining biological diversity and preserving indigenous knowledge systems.

"The Atlas clearly demonstrates how the countries of the subregion are bound by shared natural resources, the commonality of the challenges facing these countries, and the need for subregional cooperation in conserving the environment to enable them to pursue sustainable development goals," write ADB President Tadao Chino and UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in the Foreword.

The book forms part of a major effort to promote regional cooperation on the environment under the GMS Program, which has been assisted by ADB since its initiation in 1992. The GMS covers Cambodia, Yunnan Province of the People's Republic of China, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam.

Nearly 55 million people -- one fifth of the combined population of the region -- still live in poverty. Despite the abundance of natural resources, the GMS economies are among the least developed in the world.

"It is the poor, with their limited assets and greater dependence on common property resources, who suffer first when the natural environment is degraded. In places where the environment has deteriorated, their livelihoods and future opportunities have been undermined," the Atlas says.

Natural resources provide both income and subsistence to many, the Atlas points out. It examines the environment and available natural resources such as water, minerals, energy, wetlands, forestlands, biodiversity, protected areas, agriculture and fisheries. In addition, it discusses the interaction between the environment and the GMS people.

Remote sensing images from satellite of mountains, forest, river, wetland, and marine ecosystems in the subregion offer an insight into the challenges facing biodiversity and planning for protection. Using a range of colors, the images, for instance, shows deforestation taking place near rivers and the effects of agricultural expansion, both through shifting cultivation and plantation development.

The Atlas refers to practices that have a negative impact on the region's vast resources. It argues that the unsustainable land use and harvesting practices are taking their toll on the region's abundant resources. Fisheries are being heavily exploited, while wetlands are being converted to agricultural land or extensive shrimp faming. This is leading to the disappearance of indigenous species of plants and animals. Environmentally unsound harvesting practices and the export of timber and wildlife have had a significant impact of the subregion's biodiversity.

Opportunities for expansion of cropland are limited, as new areas of good arable land are scarce because of high population densities in some GMS countries or because of hilly and mountainous terrain unsuitable for agriculture. Meanwhile, forests have been degraded or destroyed over extensive areas in some parts of the subregion. Yet abundant energy resources are still underused.

The region has also suffered its share of urban and industrial pollution. Poor sanitation due to inadequate sewage and solid waste management affects water quality in adjacent water bodies, which leads to contamination of ground water. The basic sewage and drainage systems in many of the subregion's larger urban areas have also not been well maintained, according to the Atlas.

Notwithstanding these environmental problems and disturbing trends in exploitation of natural resources, it is not too late. Opportunities abound, and with wise stewardship of their environment and natural resources, the GMS countries will continue to provide sustenance and sustainable livelihoods for their people. ADB is working with the GMS Program, Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the Mekong River Commission, UNEP, World Bank, our bilateral development partners and civil society to address these environmental issues and help provide for a sustainable future for the subregion.

President Chino and Executive Director Toepfer note that the GMS leaders have resolved to take stronger action to work toward sustainable development. He cites the joint declaration of the GMS Leaders, adopted in 2002 at their first Summit, marking the first decade of cooperation under the GMS Program, says: "We must and will better protect our environment. We will take responsibility and leadership for the sustainable management of our natural and shared resources."

The Asian Development Bank is dedicated to reducing poverty in the Asia and Pacific region through pro-poor sustainable economic growth, social development, and good governance. Established in 1966, it is owned by 63 members -- 45 from the region. In 2003, it approved loans and technical assistance amounting to US$6.1 billion and US$177 million, respectively.

http://www.usnewswire.com/
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Reuters

World Lags on Clean Water Goals Despite Benefits

Tue 13 April, 2004 15:17

By Alister Doyle

OSLO (Reuters) - The world is falling behind on U.N. goals for access to clean water and sanitation even though the benefits in better health and faster growth would dwarf the huge costs, the head of a U.N. commission said on Tuesday.

"The case should be obvious, the gains will be huge," said Boerge Brende, who will chair April 14-30 U.N. talks in New York to review progress toward meeting targets for improved water and sanitation set at a 2002 Johannesburg Earth Summit.

Yet only about 50 percent of developing nations are on track to meet the goal of halving the proportion of people with no access to fresh water by 2015, currently 1.2 billion people or a fifth of humanity, he told Reuters in an interview.

And only about 30 percent are in line to meet the related goal of providing sanitation -- such as sewage and waste water disposal systems -- to 2.4 billion people by 2015, he said.

"We have a long way to go to reach the 2015 goals," Brende, who is chair of the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development and also Norway's Environment Minister, said. "It's still possible, but more needs to be done, and faster."

Total investments in water and sanitation in developing countries are about $15 billion annually -- a fraction of the health and economic costs linked to polluted water and sewage.

Contaminated water was responsible for about seven percent of deaths and disease worldwide, Brende said. About 390 million cases of diarrhea could be averted by meeting the sanitation goal alone.

One study indicated that annual costs for meeting the sanitation goal were about $11 billion a year, roughly four times current investment in the sector, while the estimated economic spinoffs were worth $63 billion a year, he said.

PERU CHOLERA

Peru, for instance, spent about $1 billion treating a 1990s cholera epidemic that another study suggested could have been averted by investing about $100 million in water and sanitation.

"Most analyzes indicate that the 'water crisis' is primarily an institutional problem reflecting lack of capacity, finance and political will...rather than a water crisis as such," Brende said.

He urged developing nations to overhaul skewed subsidies meant to keep water supplies cheap for the poorest people.

"Often the middle classes and the rich benefit most from water subsidies in cities," he said. Water pipes in slums were often poorly maintained while leaky pipes were repaired more quickly in richer suburbs.

He also said farming had to be far more efficient. "We need more crop per drop," Brende said, adding that farmers rarely paid the full cost of water.

Meeting the water and sanitation targets was a precondition for achieving the so-called Millennium Goals set by a U.N. summit in 2000. World leaders agreed to halve the proportion of people who live on less than a dollar a day, taking more than a billion people out of the most abject poverty by 2015.

"If we don't reach the water targets, we can't reach other goals," Brende said. Many people in Africa, especially women, spend hours daily fetching water or foraging for firewood. That leaves little time for education or more productive work.

Reuters
Putin adviser 'wants Russia to bury Kyoto'

April 12 2004 at 06:15AM

By Alister Doyle

Oslo - A key adviser to Russian President Vladimir Putin wants Moscow to bury a United Nations plan to limit emissions of gases blamed for global warming, the World Wildlife Fund environmental group said on Monday.

But the WWF said arguments used by Kremlin economic adviser Andrei Illarionov, in recommendations to be discussed by the Russian government in coming weeks, exaggerated the economic costs of the Kyoto protocol for Russia.

The 1997 Kyoto pact will collapse or survive depending on Russia's decision after American President George Bush pulled the United States out in 2001, arguing that it was too expensive to implement and unfairly excluded developing nations.

Many experts reckon Russian emissions will not rebound to 1990 levels before 2012

"Illarionov wants Russia to reject Kyoto," Jennifer Morgan, director of the WWF's climate change programme, said. "But many of the arguments he uses are false."

She said the WWF had seen Illarionov's recommendations to Russian government ministries in a report dated March 16. No independent confirmation was immediately available.

Morgan said the Russian foreign ministry was due to give formal advice to Russia's parliament, which has the final say on Kyoto, by May 20. Either way, Russia's decision will be a watershed in international environmental co-operation.

Ratified by 121 nations, Kyoto is seen by its backers as a first step to reining in emissions of carbon dioxide from cars and factories that are widely blamed for blanketing the planet and driving up temperatures.

Many scientists say that rising carbon dioxide levels will trigger more frequent storms, droughts and floods. Sea levels may rise if glaciers melt and many species could be driven to extinction in a warmer world.

Morgan said Illarionov, a long-term Kyoto sceptic, portrayed Kyoto as based on dubious science by a fringe group. But she said it represented the best assessments by 2 500 scientists in a UN panel.

Kyoto needs backing by nations accounting for 55 percent of developed nations' carbon dioxide emissions to enter into force.

It has reached 44 percent and can only surpass 55 with Russia's 17 percent share after the US, the world's biggest polluter with 36 percent, pulled out.

"Illarionov says that Russia's emissions will exceed the limits set by the Kyoto protocol by 2012. That's simply not true," Morgan said.

Most industrial nations are meant to cut emissions by about five percent by 2008-12 from 1990 levels. Russia's emissions have tumbled since 1990 after the collapse of smokestack industries in the former Soviet Union.

Many experts reckon Russian emissions will not rebound to 1990 levels before 2012. That means Russia stands to gain billions of dollars by selling spare quotas abroad to nations exceeding their quotas.

Morgan also said Illarionov argued that the European Union, a strong backer of Kyoto, wanted Russia to cut its emissions by 50 percent or so in a second period to 2050.

"That's a complete falsehood. We don't know which countries will be in a second period, and don't even know if there will be one," she said.

Putin said in September that Russia was undecided on Kyoto, backing away from Moscow's previous promises to ratify soon. He said Russia might benefit from a warmer world, partly because agricultural areas might edge further north.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre

Small island States to hold talks on their difficulties at UN development forum

13 April 2004 – The world's small island nations are set to begin tomorrow three days of talks at the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) to help focus attention on their struggles, including their fragile ecosystems, isolation and economic dependency on just a few export commodities.

The small islands meeting - where the States will have the chance to present their situation to the rest of the world and seek help for tackling key challenges - will open this year's 12th session of the CSD, which is being held at UN Headquarters in New York.

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, will address this week’s meeting.

The session will serve as a preparatory meeting for a five-day conference in Mauritius, beginning 30 August, that will review what progress has been made on the programme of action approved at a previous conference in 1994 in Barbados on the sustainable development of small island developing States (SIDS).

The Barbados Programme of Action focused on such issues as climate change, tourism, natural disasters, waste, energy and transport. The Mauritius meeting is expected to also examine trade, HIV/AIDS, information technology and security concerns.

In a recent report, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said progress since the Barbados meeting has been mixed, with many of the 40-plus SIDS facing major challenges in eradicating poverty, dealing with the HIV/AIDS epidemic and coping with the effect on tourism of security concerns.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH(LONDON)

April 13, 2004, Tuesday

Planes and cars boom can't go on, says Blair's green team Damning report tells ministers they will not meet manifesto vow of 20 per cent cut in carbon dioxide emissions by 2010

BYLINE: By Charles Clover Environment Editor

BODY:

AMERICAN-STYLE patterns of growth in aviation, road transport and fuel use are "wholly unsustainable" and will damage the quality of life of present and future generations, according to a damning report by the Government's own advisers.

The panel, set up by Tony Blair five years ago to preside over a strategy of "greening" policy across Whitehall, says today that Britain is "far adrift" from meeting its national and global responsibilities towards the environment.

The Government has failed to get a grip on fossil fuel emissions responsible for climate change, aviation and road transport are growing out of control and Britain is languishing near the bottom of the European league table on recycling waste, according to a progress report from the Sustainable Development Commission.

The 18-member panel, led by the country's best-known environmentalist, Jonathon Porritt, says economic growth has been faster here than any other European country, but "this is accompanied by much greater inequality in income, and a long-hours, high-pressure employment culture more characteristic of American society".

It adds that "there is no evidence" that Britain's "pattern of economic development is making people happier or giving them a better quality of life".

Mr Porritt said: "Far more effort needs to be made to differentiate between 'smart growth' (that generates wealth and social benefits without damaging the environment) and today's wholly unsustainable growth that inevitably ends up damaging our quality of life.

"We must see a more determined effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, a move away from consumption as the sole route to well-being, and new policies that lead to healthier environments and lifestyles for all."

Perhaps most devastatingly, the commission reveals that Labour will not now meet its principal manifesto commitment on the environment, a 20 per cent cut in carbon dioxide emissions by 2010, which it says is needed to avert catastrophic climate change.

The panel says that projected increases in road transport and air travel will cancel out reductions made in other areas.

Road traffic, for example, is "dreadful" and the worst in Europe and the report points out that Britons spend more time commuting than any other nation.

Until now, the Government has constantly repeated that it is on course to meet its target for reducing fossil fuel emissions.

But the commission says it has failed to use taxation to affect the price of energy and fuel and calls for ministers to adopt more "joined up" thinking over the next five to 10 years.

While some "traditional" environmental issues, such as water and local air quality, showed modest improvement or signs of stabilising over the past five years, the report says that there is a need for continuing improvement of the fabric of cities and a need to address the failure to get a grip on the consumption of natural resources.

The report, Shows Promise: But Must Try Harder, reveals significant differences between Mr Blair and his Cabinet's view of the world and the view of a broad range of environmental experts drawn from industry, agriculture, local government and public health.

The report concludes: "The Government sees a world in which reasonable progress is being made in Britain on most aspects of the protection of the environment and natural resources.

"We see a world in which biodiversity is being lost at an alarming rate, in which many forms of pollution are spreading, which is gravely threatened by long-term climate change, and in which the total impact of the UK's activity (including its interactions with the rest of the world through trade and travel) is adding to the world's problems."

The Government, it says, sees a world in which social problems are being steadily tackled. "We see a world in which gaps between rich and poor, advantaged and disadvantaged, are getting progressively wider both within and between countries, and whose peace and security both internally and externally is gravely threatened by these divisive trends."

The commission was set up to look at progress in meeting the demands of "sustainable development", or meeting the needs of today while protecting the rights of future generations, the definition of environmentally friendly progress coined by the Brundtland Report of 1987.

This concept, which was embraced by the Thatcher administration at the time and by Labour since, became the key principle of the Rio Earth Summit of 1992. The Conservative government was one of the first in the world to publish a strategy for sustainable development in 1994.
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General environment news

Biggest geyser erupts in Kenya's Rift Valley 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA)- A geyser that erupted in Baringo area of Kenya's central Rift Valley last Thursday, unleashing jets of hot water, has shot up to 85 metres, making it the biggest in the world, energy and geology experts said Monday. The height of the geyser increased from 50 metres on Friday night, to 85 metres on Monday morning, and it can be seen from as far as 20 kilometres away. Geologist Japheth Onyando of the nearby Egerton University told PANA the height of the Baringo geyser has overtaken the one at Yellow Stone National Park in the US, which used to be the largest in the world.  Whereas the American releases jets of hot water at intervals, the Baringo one has been continuos since it erupted on Thursday afternoon, the geologist said. The geyser, which injured two people who were drilling a bore hole as it erupted, has attracted hundreds of local tourists during the past four days. Onyando said the geyser was a confirmation that volcanoes were still active in parts of the Rift Valley, a land feature formed as a result of tectonic movement. Government experts have camped at the site, three kilometres from the fresh-water Lake Baringo to analyse the phenomenon, whose water was said to be boiling at slightly over 90 degrees Celsius. Onyando said the geyser was on a channel from Lake Bogoria and would continue releasing the hot jets of water for many years to

come.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng037977&dte=12/04/2004
Erosion threatens Benin coasts 

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - An advancing Atlantic Ocean is steadily eroding about 150 kilometres of Benin's coast, extending from the Cotonou port to the Xwlacodji region and Sèmè, an official has revealed. M. Bruno Agossa, secretary general of the United Front Against the Advance of the Sea (FULAM) told PANA Monday that about 20 metres of coastal land was carried away by the sea annually. He explained that coastal erosion east of the Cotonou Port was due in part to the construction of the city's port in 1960. Agossa noted that the gradual sinking of the Siafato pier, located along the strip of the Cotonou Port, was due to the rapid erosion of the marine coast. "Very soon, it will be dangerous to circumvent this pier through the sea, since it might cause irreparable damages to riparian areas," he stressed, adding that the residents living around the strip were in "great despair". "More than 600 plots of land have already been swallowed up by the water," exposing several hundreds of riparian households to permanent anguish, he regretted. Agossa said the Beninese government had prepared a draft development plan to address the problem, requiring about 24.5 billion francs CFA to implement. He said the plan to rehabilitate the Siafato pier would take into account refilling the terrain through dredging and building protective revetment works.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng038087&dte=13/04/2004
Zambia begs for seed rhino from Zimbabwe 

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - Zambia is to acquire five seed rhinos from Zimbabwe as a way of re-stocking its North Luangwa National Game Park where poachers wiped out the indigenous population more than twenty years ago. The director-general of the Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA), Hapenga Kabeta says experts from the Parks and Wildlife Management Authority of Zimbabwe will travel to Zambia later this week to assess the North Luangwa Game Park before the precious animals can come to Zambia. The delegation will include ecologists and biologists who will assess the suitability of the proposed home for the rhinos before they are trans-located to Zambia. The Zambia Wildlife Authority received five rhinos (two males and three females) 27 May last year from South Africa with the help of the Frankfurt Zoological Society, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and the Southern African Development Community regional programme for Rhino Conservation. The rhinos are to create a nucleus of 20 beasts in the wild and they are under the protection of more than 45 game scouts.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng038061&dte=13/04/2004
Property & Environment: Minister Raises Fresh Alarm Over Nigeria's Biodiversity

Vanguard (Lagos): The Minister of Environment, Col. Musa Mande (rtd), has raised alarm over depleting Nigeria's Biodiversity, even as he acknowledged the country's discovery of ten new plants and two butterflies. Speaking at the Final Workshop on National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, held in Abuja, last Thursday, Mande noted that tropical forests which contain more than halve of the world"s species are falling fast. "The rate of deforestation in Nigeria for example is put at 3.5% per annum, he said, adding that, "this translates to loss of about 350,000 hectares of forestlands every year. Wetlands and other abundant habitats have been drained or developed, coral reefs are being destroyed throughout the earth"s warmer seas". Speaking further, he said, "species are now becoming extinct at about 25,000 times the natural rate". He observed that the loss of one plant could cause the loss of as many as 30 kinds of animals and insects, which depend on it.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404130417.html
Cites Stalls On Captive Breeding Issue

Business Day (Johannesburg): Global body has delayed making recommendations, wants more case studies CAPTIVE breeding and the transportation of live animals came under the spotlight at a recent conference on endangered species but the talks ended without a single recommendation being tabled. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora (Cites) is an international agreement between various governments to ensure that the international trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. Cites held the 20th meeting of its animals committee in Johannesburg. Because the convention is responsible for relieving the pressure on wild populations, the benefits of captive breeding for the survival of wild animals were high on the committee's agenda . Cites said it had received 35 case studies of fish, reptile, bird and mammal breeding. However, the convention has delayed making recommendations on the matter, saying it is waiting for more case studies. Wildlife regulations require commercial exporters of captive-bred wild animals to obtain permits from Cites in order to ensure that the commercial demand for the animals does not threaten their long-term

survival.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404130139.html
11 Feared Dead in Flooding

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Eleven people who were headed for a wedding ceremony in Turkana District are feared dead after the vehicle they were travelling in was swept away by floods on Sunday night. The floods at Nasigir, 30 km from Lodwar town along the Lodwar-Kakuma highway swept the vehicle the victims were travelling in as it crossed the gully. The victims who included a primary school female teacher were said to have been headed for Kakuma to attend a relative's wedding when the tragedy struck. A senior Government official confirmed that five people had died and that so far, four of the bodies had been recovered. Seven others are still missing. Those killed were victims of the raging River Nyando, which has breached its banks damaging large tracts of farmland. Several head of livestock have also been swept away. Heavy rains in the last few days have also rendered most parts of Nyando, Kisumu and sections of Nandi a no-go area.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404130055.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Iraq

*
Annan says insecurity prevents return of large UN team

*
Allegations on oil-for-food will be probed ‘very seriously,’ Annan says

*
UN refugee agency ‘very concerned’ as people flee upsurge in fighting

Other news

*
UN peacekeeping chief urges Kosovo to address causes of recent violence

*
Delay possible for Cyprus vote, Annan says

*
UN humanitarian chief to lead inspection mission into Darfur, Sudan, next week

*
Annan urges universal adherence to anti-landmine treaty

*
Small island States to hold talks on their difficulties at UN development forum

*
Thousands of Sri Lankans return home after rebels end factional fighting – UN

*
UN says nearly a million people repatriated in Bosnia and Herzegovina since 1995

*
UN refugee chief discusses Afghan repatriation with key regional players

*
Indian, Pakistani cricketers don red ribbons for UN initiative on HIV/AIDS

*
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and former soccer star Weah visits Sierra Leone

* * * *

Iraq

13 April – Despite having its movements restricted as a result of the deteriorating security environment in Iraq, the United Nations mission led by Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi continued to consult with a wide range of Iraqi constituencies today, although Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he did not anticipate the return of a large UN team in the “foreseeable future.”

Speaking to reporters upon returning to work at UN Headquarters in New York, Mr. Annan said the deteriorating situation and violence in Iraq have made the work of the UN team on the ground difficult.

“For the foreseeable future, insecurity is going to be a major constraint for us and so I cannot say right now that I’m going to be sending in a large UN team,” he said. “Obviously, we are monitoring the situation very closely and we are doing the best we can and I will have a better sense when Mr. Brahimi is back and we reassess the situation.”

The Secretary-General added that governments are also aware that “it is in our collective interest to do everything we can to bring the violence down in Iraq,” and that he hoped the situation could calm down before the transfer of power planned for 30 June.

Asked if that deadline was still credible, Mr. Annan said it would be difficult for it to be changed. “It has been embraced by the Iraqis themselves, who are anxious to see the end of occupation as soon as possible,” he said.

“That having been said, I hope we are going to be able to bring down the violence and control the situation between now and then because the kind of violence we are seeing on the ground is not conducive for that sort of political process and transition,” he said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Brahimi and his team met with the Iraqi Cabinet of Ministers today – the tenth day of his current visit – to review with them his observations on the political process and the country’s transition to sovereignty.

He later met representatives of the Council of Iraqi Tribes as well as Dr. Adel Abdel Mahdi, a senior official of the SCIRI party, and representatives of the National Democratic Coalition, before meeting with Dr. Ibrahim Jaafari, Chairman of the Dawa Party.

Finally, Mr. Brahimi met with Dr. Mahmoud Othman, a leading Kurdish member of the Governing Council, and a group of 21 people representing all walks of life in Iraq, from professionals, doctors, women and journalists to non-governmental organizations (NGOs), university professors and tribal leaders.

* * *

Oil-for-Food

13 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said that he will soon name the members of an independent panel to investigate allegations of corruption and fraud within the United Nations Oil-for-Food programme, and pledged that the probe will take the charges “very seriously.”

“We are quite close and I’m in touch with panel members who would investigate this in an independent manner,” the Secretary-General told reporters as he entered UN Headquarters in New York. “I hope to be able to make the announcement in the course of the week.”

Mr. Annan emphasized that the probe would be comprehensive. “We are going to investigate these allegations very seriously and with a very thorough, independent investigation.”

Responding to allegations in the press, the Secretary-General announced last month his intention to set up an independent, high-level inquiry – a move later endorsed by the Security Council.

Begun in 1996, the UN Oil-for-Food programme allowed Iraq to use a portion of its petroleum revenues to purchase humanitarian relief. The effort was monitored by the Security Council “661” committee, which included representatives from all 15 countries on the Council.

Until its termination in November 2003, the programme oversaw the delivery of some $39 billion worth of humanitarian assistance to about 22 million people, many of whom were largely dependent on outside aid to survive since normal economic activity was severely constrained by sanctions imposed after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. The aid served to slash negative health indicators, including child malnutrition rates, which fell by half between 1996 and 2002.

* * * 

Iraq

13 April – The United Nations refugee agency is “very concerned” about the recent upsurge of fighting in Iraq, which has resulted in considerable displacement of people fleeing the conflict as well as the suspension of repatriation support.

Over the past three days, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has provided 3,500 blankets, 1,200 mattresses, five emergency health kits, 500 stoves and 500 plastic sheets for people fleeing Fallujah, west of Baghdad, to the capital, spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva.

The supplies are being delivered by non-governmental organizations (NGOs), such as Intersos, Première Urgence and Islamic Relief, to the most needy displaced people and institutions, especially hospitals. Première Urgence will be conducting a mission to Najaf where health conditions are reported to be poor, Mr. Redmond said.

In Baghdad, mosques are being prepared to shelter those fleeing Fallujah. People in villages located between the town and Baghdad reportedly have also been opening their doors to the displaced.

Returnee convoy movements in the south from Iran have been suspended since last Tuesday, and all local staff are under instruction to stay at home. After the last convoy from Shiraz transported some 200 returnees, a limited number of people were given shelter in the UNHCR/Intersos transit centre in Basra, unable to return to their final destinations. It is unclear when they will be able to reach their homes.

Most of the immediate assistance, such as repatriation support, responses to the flooding in the south and provision of support to affected families in the flooded areas has unfortunately been temporarily put on hold, Mr. Redmond said.

* * *

Kosovo

13 April – Kosovo’s leaders and its people must take concrete steps to tackle the root causes of the ethnic violence that continues to plague the province, the top United Nations peacekeeping official told the Security Council today.

A month after two days of violence engulfed the province, leaving 19 people dead, hundreds more injured and numerous homes and religious buildings damaged or destroyed, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno said international efforts to help Kosovo stabilize and advance could only do so much.

In an open briefing to the 15-member Council, he called on the leaders of Kosovo to “exercise true leadership and responsible government, and to marginalize and hold politically accountable those among them who may have condoned or supported the violence.”

Mr. Guéhenno said senior officials must identify and discipline politicians and civil servants who fomented or participated in last month’s events, which followed several incidents that had raised tensions between the province’s ethnic Albanian and Serb communities.

He described the series of riots, demonstrations and violent attacks as initially spontaneous but “quickly taken over by organized elements with an interest in driving the Kosovo Serbs from Kosovo and threatening the international presence there.” He said the attacks were widespread and targeted, focusing on the province’s Serb, Roma and Ashkali communities.

The head of peacekeeping said the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) had launched a probe into the violence and noted that 183 arrests have already been made. But he said UNMIK has requested Member States provide another 100 police investigators to fully investigate the violence and the people behind it.

Serbia and Montenegro’s representative, Roksanda Nincic, told the Council that there has been ample opportunity since UNMIK assumed control of the province in June 1999 to show that ethnically-motivated violence will not be tolerated in Kosovo. She said authorities must now prove there will be no impunity for those who committed the attacks.

Other delegates addressing the Council stressed the importance of bringing all the perpetrators to justice, and said it was vital that the religious and cultural sites damaged or destroyed last month be rebuilt.

They also said that the events indicate the importance of implementing the standards for Kosovo plan before the province’s final status is determined. The standards plan is a detailed guide that sets specific goals in such areas as the building of democratic institutions, the enforcement of rights for minorities and the creation of a functioning economy. Its provisions include the holding of free and fair elections and the establishment of an impartial legal system.

* * *

Cyprus

13 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today left open the possibility of delaying the simultaneous referendum on a plan to reunite Cyprus before its entry into the European Union on 1 May, but said the proposal’s prospects were “really up to the people.”

“There has been suggestion by one of the parties that the referendum be postponed to give them more time to campaign, but this has not been taken up by the other parties who were in the agreement,” the Secretary-General told the press at UN Headquarters in New York.

“If the Greek and Turkish Cypriots, with the support of the Governments of Turkey and Greece, were to ask for a postponement, that is something we will have to reflect on,” he said. “But there has been no such request.”

Voters are scheduled to head to the polls on 24 April to cast their ballots a plan that would create a United Cyprus Republic, composed of a Greek constituent state and a Turkish constituent state and linked by a federal government.

The Secretary-General was forced to step in last month to finalize the proposal after six weeks of negotiations – with the help of Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, Greece and Turkey – failed to yield an agreement between the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash.

Asked today what he can do to turn the situation around as both leaders have said they opposed the proposed plan and are urging their voters in some cases to vote “no,” Mr. Annan said, “It’s really up to the people at this stage.”

The understanding was that the plan would be put to a joint, simultaneous referendum, the Secretary-General added. “If one side votes against it, the Greek Cypriots go in alone, then really, we will need to see what happens,” he said.

* * *

Sudan

13 April – A senior United Nations relief official will head to the troubled Darfur region of western Sudan next week to assess the humanitarian situation there, weeks after warning that a coordinated, “scorched-earth” campaign of ethnic cleansing by Arab militia was taking place against the local black African population.

A UN spokesperson told reporters today that Jan Egeland, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, will visit Greater Darfur’s three regions – northern, western and southern – to examine issues of protection, possible gaps in humanitarian assistance and ways to increase relief and funding.

UN agencies estimate that at least 700,000 people have become internally displaced within Darfur since fighting erupted there early last year between the Sudanese Government, allied militias and rebel groups. Another 110,000 refugees have fled into neighbouring Chad.

Early this month, after briefing the Security Council, Mr. Egeland told the press that the Arab Janjaweed militia, which is allied to Khartoum, was mainly responsible for the forced depopulation of whole areas of Darfur. He said UN staff had received credible and frequent reports of murders, rapes and acts of looting, and the victims were largely the Fur, Zaghawas and Massalit ethnic communities.

On Friday the UN announced it was seeking $115 million in donations from the international community to help the people of Darfur cope with the effects of the civil conflict, a five-fold increase from a September appeal.

Next week’s humanitarian mission has been arranged at the request of the Sudanese Government, spokesperson Marie Okabe said, and follows last week’s signing by Khartoum and the rebel groups of a ceasefire in Darfur. The mission will include representatives from several UN humanitarian agencies, as well as members of the Sudanese Government.

A separate fact-finding mission, organized the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), remains in the Sudanese-Chadian border area interviewing refugees. That mission is still waiting for authorization to travel into Darfur.

* * *

Landmines

13 April – Noting that 50 countries have not yet joined up, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for the universalization of the global anti-landmine treaty, which will have a major review conference at the end of the year.

“Remarkable progress” had been made since the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction came into force five years ago, according to statement issued by Mr. Annan’s spokesman in New York.

Already 141 countries have agreed to adhere to the treaty, known as the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, while the production and sale of mines has nearly stopped and stockpiles of more than 30 million mines have been destroyed, it added.

Mr. Annan met Tuesday with Ambassador Wolfgang Petritsch of Austria, president-designate of the first review conference for the States Parties to the treaty. That conference will take place from 29 November to 3 December at the UN Office in Nairobi.

Mr. Annan told Ambassador Petritsch that he would urge governments to participate at the highest possible level in the conference, and that the UN would give its full support to efforts to universalize the Convention, the statement said.

“Much remains to be done…there are still an estimated 15,000 new victims of these deadly weapons each year,” he said.

* * *

Small Islands

13 April – The world’s small island nations are set to begin tomorrow three days of talks at the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) to help focus attention on their struggles, including their fragile ecosystems, isolation and economic dependency on just a few export commodities.

The small islands meeting – where the States will have the chance to present their situation to the rest of the world and seek help for tackling key challenges – will open this year’s 12th session of the CSD, which is being held at UN Headquarters in New York.

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, will address this week’s meeting.

The session will serve as a preparatory meeting for a five-day conference in Mauritius, beginning 30 August, that will review what progress has been made on the programme of action approved at a previous conference in 1994 in Barbados on the sustainable development of small island developing States (SIDS).

The Barbados Programme of Action focused on such issues as climate change, tourism, natural disasters, waste, energy and transport. The Mauritius meeting is expected to also examine trade, HIV/AIDS, information technology and security concerns.

In a recent report, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said progress since the Barbados meeting has been mixed, with many of the 40-plus SIDS facing major challenges in eradicating poverty, dealing with the HIV/AIDS epidemic and coping with the effect on tourism of security concerns.

* * *

Sri Lanka

13 April – Most of the more than 3,000 Sri Lankans who fled their homes at the weekend to escape an uprising by a breakaway faction in the eastern region against the main rebel Liberation Tamil Tigers of Eelam (LTTE) in the north have returned home, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

The 3,303 internally displaced people streamed into two schools in Batticalao and Trincomalee after the fighting broke out Friday, some walking as much as 22 kilometres. According to Sri Lankan Government officials, however, the main LTTE faction put down the uprising, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

“The swift returns were also prompted by a belief that bad luck will befall those who are not in their homes on Sri Lankan New Year, celebrated today,” UNHCR said.

Peace talks between the Government and the LTTE have been under way for two years, under the auspices of the Norwegian Government, UNHCR said, adding that the two decades of war had taken 60,000 lives and displaced millions of people.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

13 April – About 1,415 refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) returned to their homes in Bosnia and Herzegovina in February, bringing the total number of repatriated people to 987,713 since the signing of the 1995 Dayton Peace Agreements, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the February returnees included 891 people from minority groups in particular areas, bringing the number of minority returnees to 436,238.

Assistant High Commissioner Kamel Morjane noted last month that about 100,000 Bosnia and Herzegovina refugees were still displaced, while the country was hosting more than 25,000 refugees from Croatia and Kosovo.

Some 325,000 IDPs were awaiting permanent housing, he said during his visit to the region.

* * *

Afghanistan

13 April – The head of the United Nations refugee agency has begun a nine-day three-nation tour focusing on the voluntary repatriation of Afghan refugees from Iran and Pakistan as well as their reintegration and their longer-term prospects in the region.

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers arrived in Tehran last night for two full days of talks with senior Iranian officials, including the ministers of the interior, foreign affairs, and labour and social affairs. He will also meet with donors, and UNHCR's partners in ongoing repatriations to Afghanistan and Iraq.

On Thursday Mr. Lubbers will go to Kandahar in Afghanistan to meet with the local authorities and visit a camp for internally displaced Afghans. The next day he is scheduled to hold discussions with President Hamid Karzai in Kabul, the Afghan capital, where he will also meet with the ministers of finance, foreign affairs, interior, refugees and repatriation, and rural reconstruction and development. 

On Sunday, he will leave for Pakistan to meet with the Prime Minister and senior ministers. The mission will end on Tuesday.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

13 April – The Indian and Pakistani cricket teams wore red ribbons and an HIV-positive person tossed the coin for today’s start of the third and final Test match in the current series between the two nations, part of an initiative by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) to elevate awareness about the epidemic.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan sent a message to Rawalpindi, Pakistan, where the Test match is being played, welcoming the two gestures in a region hit hard by AIDS.

According to UNAIDS, more than 12 million people in cricket-playing countries live with HIV – out of an estimated worldwide total of 40 million people. Mr. Annan noted that current rates mean that almost 4,000 people within South Asia will become infected with HIV during the five days in which the Test match is played.

“As cricketers, you can win the hearts of your people. As role models, you can encourage young people to protect themselves from HIV and urge your leaders to pay more attention to the epidemic,” the Secretary-General said. “AIDS is a common enemy that both India and Pakistan have to fight together.”

The activities were introduced under the “Run Out AIDS” campaign, set up in September last year by UNAIDS and the International Cricket Council. It is the first such initiative between UNAIDS and an international sports organization.

Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director of UNAIDS, said the action of the cricketers – the red ribbon is a worldwide symbol for the fight against AIDS – helps “to break down the walls of stigma and discrimination.”

* * *

Sierra Leone

13 April – United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Goodwill Ambassador and former award-winning international soccer star George Manneh Weah is visiting Sierra Leone to raise the profile of HIV/AIDS prevention programmes among young people in the West African country, as well as among Dutch donors.

The Liberian-born Mr. Weah, who won the Golden Ball Award for the best player on a European team and the Italian National Championship as a member of the Italian club AC Milan, is accompanied by former international soccer star Ruud Gullit of the Netherlands.

The two are staging two days of soccer activities, which are being filmed by a team of Dutch television journalists to publicize the fight against the pandemic for the UNICEF National Committee of the Netherlands and the Dutch lottery. The Netherlands contributes millions of euros annually to UNICEF and other humanitarian causes from the National Postcode Lottery.

Mr. Weah, whom South Africa’s Nelson Mandela named “African Pride,” was a very poor child who started off playing soccer with balls made from rags in the Liberian capital, Monrovia.

He has worked intensively on anti-HIV/AIDS projects in Ghana and Liberia. He plans to visit Liberia next week to continue his activities helping to reintegrate into society the former child soldiers who took part in the country’s fierce 16-year civil war.

* *** *
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**SG on Iraq
The Secretary-General spoke to reporters upon returning to work at UN Headquarters this morning, and he said that the deteriorating situation and violence in Iraq have made the work of the UN team on the ground in that country difficult.  For the foreseeable future, he said, he cannot say that he will send in a large UN team, and he stressed that protection is absolutely crucial for the return and effectiveness of UN staff.

Despite the deterioration, he said that governments are also aware that “it is in our collective interest to do everything we can to bring the violence down in Iraq”.  He hoped that the situation could be calmed down before the transition planned for June 30.

He added that his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, has tried during his stay in Iraq to talk to as many of the Iraqi constituencies as possible.

On the “oil-for-food” inquiry, the Secretary-General said he hoped to be able to announce the panel members in the course of this week.

The Secretary-General was also asked about Cyprus, and he noted that one of the parties has suggested that the referendum be postponed, although that has not been taken up by the other parties. He said that, if the Greek and Turkish Cypriots, with the support of the Governments of Turkey and Greece, were to ask for a postponement, that is something we would have to reflect on, but there has been no such request.  We have the transcript of that press encounter upstairs.

**Iraq
Turning to Iraq on the ground.  Despite the restrictions that have been imposed on movements as a result of the deteriorating security environment, the UN team in Iraq, led by Lakhdar Brahimi, has been able to conduct serious consultations with a wide range of Iraqi constituencies, including members of the Governing Council, political parties, trade unions, professional associations, civil society organizations, tribal leaders, academics, women’s groups and others.

Today, the tenth day of his visit to Iraq, Brahimi and his team met with the Iraqi Cabinet of Ministers to review with them his observations on the political process and the country’s transition to sovereignty.

He later met representatives of the Council of Iraqi Tribes, as well as Dr. Adel Abdel Mahdi, a senior official of Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), and the representatives of the National Democratic Coalition.

Later in the afternoon, he met with Dr. Ibrahim Jaafari, Chairman of the Dawa Party.

Finally, a short while ago, he met with Dr. Mahmoud Othman, a leading Kurdish member of the Governing Council, and a group of 21 people representing all walks of life in Iraq, from professionals, doctors, women and journalists to non-governmental organizations, university professors and tribal leaders.

**Kosovo - Guéhenno
Here at UN Headquarters, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, today briefed the Security Council on Kosovo.  He particularly focused on the violence which occurred there last month, and its implications.

Guéhenno said the violence was a huge setback to the stabilization and normalization of Kosovo’s security and political environment and indicates that Kosovo still has a long way to go on the path to multi-ethnicity.

He added that what’s needed now is for Kosovo’s leaders and its people to take concrete action to address the causes of the ethnically-motivated violence.

**Darfur, Sudan
After receiving a request from the Government of Sudan to send a mission to the Darfur region of the Sudan, the Secretary-General has asked Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator to lead a high-level UN team there.

The mission will visit all three Darfur regions early next week to assess the humanitarian situation including protection issues, possible gaps in humanitarian assistance and ways to increase relief and funding.  

Representatives of several UN humanitarian agencies and the Government of Sudan will participate.

Meanwhile, the human rights mission was on the border areas of Chad/Sudan interviewing refugees.  The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is still working on getting authorization for the mission to go to Darfur.

**UNHCR
Also in Geneva today, the UN refugee agency reports that most of the 3,300 Sri Lankans who were forced to flee their villages over the past weekend due to factional fighting within Tamil Tigers ranks have now returned to their homes in eastern Sri Lanka, as the fighting has eased.
The swift returns were also prompted by a belief that bad luck will befall those who are not in their homes on Sri Lankan New Year, which is celebrated today.

**Balkans
And turning to the Balkans, UNHCR reports that close to 1,500 refugees and internally displaced persons returned to their pre-war homes in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the month of February.

However, despite the progress in returns since the 1995 Dayton peace agreement, the agency notes that some 100,000 refugees and over 300,000 internally displaced persons in the region still require a durable solution to their plight.

And finally, UNHCR reports the High Commissioner, Ruud Lubbers is in Tehran at the start of a mission to Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan to find solutions to some three million displaced Afghans.

Press releases on these developments are available upstairs and on UNHCR’s Web site.

**SmallIslands Reminder
A reminder that the twelfth session of the Commission of Sustainable Development opens tomorrow, here at UN Headquarters, with a meeting on Small Island Developing States.  We have press packs on the SmallIslands meeting available at the documents counter.

The main part of the Commission’s session begins on Monday, and ends 30 April.  And at the noon briefing on Thursday, Norway’s Børge Brende, the current Chair of the Commission, will brief you on the current session.

**Cricket/AIDS
The Secretary-General today welcomed a cricket test match between the teams from India and Pakistan, in which the players from the two teams wore the symbolic red ribbon to raise awareness about HIV.  The two teams were accompanied by an HIV-positive person for the coin toss before the match, which was played in the Pakistani city of Rawalpindi.

In his message, the Secretary-General warned that by the time the match finishes, nearly 4,000 people will have been infected with HIV in South Asia.  AIDS, he said, “is a common enemy that both India and Pakistan have to fight together”.  We have copies of his message upstairs.

**Football - AIDS
Also, another sports star today tried to raise awareness of AIDS, as former international soccer star George Weah, a Goodwill Ambassador for UNICEF, began a visit to Sierra Leone.  Weah, who grew up in Liberia, plans to organize a series of events to educate the youth in Sierra Leone about AIDS and prevention programmes to deal with the disease.
**Press Conference Tomorrow
And just two more quick announcements:  Immediately following the noon briefing tomorrow, Ambassador Fuad Al-Hinai of Oman, Dr. Lee Jong-wook, Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO) and Dr. Mark Rosenberg, Executive Director of the Task Force for Child Survival and Development will be here to brief you on the Global Road Safety Crisis.
**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And the guest at the noon briefing tomorrow we’re hoping to have Jan Egeland, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs to join us following his briefing to the Security Council under “other matters” on the humanitarian situation in northern Uganda.
And that’s what I have for you today.  Any questions for me?  Yes?
Questions and Answers
Question:  A couple of clarifications.  When the Secretary-General in the morning was talking about parties, did he mean one of the two sides or did he mean the political parties in Cyprus?

Associate Spokesman:  I think I read what he had said and I will just repeat it.  He said:  “If the Greek and Turkish Cypriots, with the support of the Governments of Turkey and Greece were to ask for a postponement, that is something we will have to reflect upon.”  Yes?

Question: And a second one:  Concerning a report to the Security Council, I remember a couple of weeks ago when de Soto was here, he was talking about a report and a couple of issues that the Council should adopt.  From the SG’s response I understand the SG won’t ask anything from the Council.

Associate Spokesman:  I have to check the Security Council programme, but on first glance I looked at the Council programme for this week I did not see Cyprus on this week’s agenda.  But I can check later and get back to you on that.

Question:  When will the Secretary-General submit his report on Cyprus?

Associate Spokesman:  I will look into that and get back to you. [It was later announced that the Secretariat would be submitting a report in the coming days, and that the Security Council is scheduled to discuss the issue on 28 April.]

Question:  Thank you.

Associate Spokesman:  There are no other questions?  Have a great afternoon.  Thank you.

* *** *
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