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August 13, 2003 

 Uganda to Ratify Treaty On Chemicals, Including DDT 

      BYLINE: New Vision 

      UGANDA will soon ratify the Stockholm Convention in a bid to reduce the production and use of dangerous chemicals. 

      Speaking yesterday at a three-day regional workshop, environment state minister Lt. Gen. Jeje Odongo, said  the Government was in the process of ratifying the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants  (POPs). POPs are chemicals that are classified as dangerous and include the notorious DDT, which stay long in the environment and have been linked to brain damage in unborn babies, cancer, impotence and nervous  disorders in humans. 

      Odongo said the international agreement was formulated to address issues of POPs chemicals worldwide. He  said Uganda had not ratified the convention. 

      "The matter is before the Cabinet and the government will soon take a decision," Odong said. 

      Dr. Hiedelore Fiedler of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), while addressing

      participants from 16 African countries, said 34 countries had ratified it. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Times

August 14, 2003

U.S. Abandons Idea of Bigger U.N. Role in Iraq Occupation

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN with FELICITY BARRINGER 

       ASHINGTON, Aug. 13 — The Bush administration has abandoned the idea of giving the United Nations more of a role in the  occupation of Iraq as sought by France, India and other countries as a condition for their participation in peacekeeping there,   administration officials said today.

Instead, the officials said, the United States would widen its effort to enlist other countries to assist the occupation forces in Iraq, which are dominated by the 139,000 United States troops there.

In addition to American forces in Iraq, there are 21,000 troops representing 18 countries. At present, 11,000 of that number are from Britain. The United States plans to seek larger numbers to help, especially with relief supplies that are coming from another dozen countries.

Administration officials said that in spite of the difficult security situation in Iraq, there was a consensus in the administration that it would be better to work with these countries than to involve the United Nations or countries that opposed the war and are now eager to exercise influence in a postwar Iraq.

"The administration is not willing to confront going to the Security Council and saying, 'We really need to make Iraq an international operation,' " said an administration official. "You can make a case that it would be better to do that, but right now the situation in Iraq is not that dire."

The administration's position could complicate its hopes of bringing a large number of American troops home in short order. The length of the American occupation depends on how quickly the country can be stabilized and the attacks and uprisings brought under control.

The thinking on broadening international forces was disclosed today as the United States moved on a separate front at the Security Council to get a resolution passed this week that would welcome the establishment of the 25-member Governing Council set up by the United States and Britain in Iraq.

Security Council diplomats said today that they expected the resolution to pass, but not without some qualms among some members.

In a measure of these misgivings, the diplomats said the wording of the resolution was changed at the last minute this morning from saying that the Security Council "endorses" the Iraqi group to saying that the Council "welcomes" it.

The resolution would also establish an "assistance mission" of the United Nations in Baghdad to support various United Nations activities there. Both steps were sought by the United Nations secretary general, Kofi Annan, who had been under some pressure from Washington to make a gesture to recognize the legitimacy of the occupation.

The American-led occupation picked the Governing Council members in July, appointing people who represented a mix of ethnic and sectarian interests to oversee Iraqi ministries and begin the process of drafting an Iraqi constitution.

Several Governing Council members have visited the United Nations, and earlier this month Mr. Annan said he favored "some form of recognition" for the Governing Council through a Security Council resolution.

The resolution drafted by the United States and submitted today was perfunctory compared with previous Council resolutions on Iraq.

Administration officials said they expected to win the approval of the Council, although it was possible that Syria would abstain or vote against the resolution. Only a negative vote from the five permanent members of the Council — Russia, China, France, Britain and the United States — would constitute a veto.

Though the administration has decided against seeking a separate resolution to give the United Nations any authority over security, some officials say that consideration might be given to getting wider United Nations authority over the multibillion-dollar reconstruction of Iraq.

A meeting of potential donor countries has been scheduled for Oct. 24 in Madrid, and some of the big European countries that wanted a more significant United Nations role if they sent peacekeepers are also hinting that they wanted the United Nations to have more of a say over reconstruction if they have to put up huge sums of money for that effort.

In Iraq this week, L. Paul Bremer III, the top American administrator in the occupation, said that over the next four years, the amount of money needed from outside for Iraq would be "staggering." Many experts say it could amount to tens of billions of dollars.

The Bush administration has been reluctant to give the United Nations more than minimal authority in the reconstruction of Iraq. Manyadministration members say that France, Germany, Russia and other countries demanding such a role are actually doing so to try to get more contracts and economic benefits for themselves.

The desire for more United Nations involvement by many countries echoes the debate that preceded the war. Vice President Dick Cheney, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and others were openly disdainful of getting United Nations authorization for the war, even after Mr. Bush had sided with Secretary of State Colin L. Powell to pursue that route.

Mr. Rumsfeld, according to administration officials, vehemently opposes any dilution of military authority over Iraq by involving the United Nations, either through United Nations peacekeepers or indirectly in any United Nations authorization of forces from other countries.

American military officials say they fear that involving the United Nations, even indirectly, will hamper the latitude the United States must have in overseeing Iraqi security and pursuing anti-American guerrilla forces or terrorist actions.

The Pentagon said today that besides the United States and Britain, the other countries that have already sent troops to Iraq are Albania, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain and Ukraine. The troops in Iraq serve under American and British command, and so would the troops of any other countries that took part.

In addition, another dozen countries have been asked to help with forces to protect and carry out relief. They include Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Honduras, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Mongolia, Nicaragua, the Philippines, Portugal and Thailand.

In all, a Pentagon official said, the United States hopes to round up 44 countries to participate in the occupation.

A setback in the drive to line up countries occurred in July, when India, in a reversal, said it would not participate without further United Nations authority over peacekeeping. France, Germany and some other countries agreed.

Some administration officials said they would now rethink their strategy of spurning the United Nations and see if there could be some language worked out in a Security Council resolution as sought by India and the other countries.

In effect, administration officials now say, such a resolution would be more trouble than it is worth. Soundings among members of the Security Council indicated that Russia, France and other countries might try for concessions favorable to them in the running of Iraq, and such demands would only deepen divisions between them and the United States.

"The last thing we need is a loss of momentum over the efforts to get things under control in Iraq," said a Western diplomat involved in these discussions. "Besides, the violence in Iraq is not as bad as everyone thinks it is."

Some experts say that sooner or later the United States may have to change its mind again, particularly if conditions in Iraq deteriorate drastically. United Nations officials involved in peacekeeping efforts in Afghanistan and the Balkans say that the total number of troops in Iraq may have to double before the security situation comes under control.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 BBC News

(12 August)

Paris under fire as heat bites 

The French Government has come under attack for its handling of the heatwave gripping the country, which doctors say has claimed 100 lives. 

Critics say holidaying ministers have done little or nothing as hospitals and mortuaries fill up, power supplies are threatened, pollution reaches dangerous levels and agriculture is devastated. 

As the intense heat continues in many part of Europe, two more people have died in Spain from its effects, bringing the total there to at least 24. Five other people in Spain have died in forest fires. 

Fires are still burning in a number of countries. 

Croatia, which has suffered more than 400 separate fires, managed to bring its latest blazes under control, allowing it to aid neighbouring Montenegro where serious fires are still burning. 

French socialist leader Francois Hollande accused the government of passivity and inertia in the face of the crisis. 

"It is absolutely incomprehensible that the government has not put a proper crisis group in place," he said. 

Hospital wards are overflowing and even mortuary space is under pressure, say French reports. 

"We've got more than 100 victims (in France)," said Patrick Pelloux, the head of France's association of emergency doctors. 

The government has insisted that it is impossible to blame the deaths directly on the heat. 

"People don't come in with 'dying of heat' on their foreheads," said Stephane Grossier, of the Health Ministry. "It's not as simple as that." 

But France's largest funeral directors, Les Pompes Funebres Generales, said demands on its services had risen 50% in Paris since the heatwave took hold. 

Farmers in Brittany have demanded state aid for what they call the "public sacrifice" of their animals, while firefighters want extra Canadair planes for "water-bombing" forest fires. 

Power remains critical, as French giant EDF urges consumers to reduce their electricity use. 

"We are mobilising all possible means to develop production," chairman Francois Roussely said on RTL radio. "The biggest danger would be to lose electricity." 

Emergency talks on Monday ended in an agreement to allow three French nuclear power stations to discharge hotter-than-usual water into rivers, to the anger of environmentalists. 

Six power plants have had to shut down, the government says. 

River levels are not only lower than usual, but the water is warmer - making the task of cooling the power generators doubly difficult. 

Environment Minister Roselyne Bachelot, who has also appealed for people to reduce their power consumption, has assured French citizens that the government is fully "vigilant" as the heatwave continues. 

Two German regional governments - Bavaria and Baden-Wuerttemberg - have also allowed warmer water to be pumped into rivers, to head off a power shortage. 

The two plants have been operating at only 80% capacity due to the high temperature of water used to cool the reactors. 

Germany's oldest nuclear plant, Obrigheim, has been forced to shut. 

Greenpeace said even a temporary relaxation of the rules could be harmful to wildlife. 

"The warmer the water in the rivers, the lower the level of oxygen it can hold, which increases the likelihood of fish dying," said Greenpeace spokeswoman Susanne Ochse. 

Temperatures may start to drop towards the end of this week, forecasters say. 

In the UK, which broke the 100F-barrier for the first time on Sunday, temperatures are already down by a few degrees celsius. 

BBC Monitoring, Caversham

(12 August)

'Burning for money in Italy' By Irene Peroni 

Forest fires raging in Italy have been made possible by a prolonged heatwave, which has left the landscape tinder-dry from north to south. 

But few Italians believe the blazes have natural causes - increasingly they now blame criminal gangs. 

A number of people have been arrested who are reported to have been paid to start fires on behalf of criminal interest groups. 

In some cases, it is also suggested, the fires have been started by the people who are paid to put them out. 

Experts give short shrift to the idea that hooligans and petty arsonists might be responsible. 

"I don't think that any Italian can seriously believe that there are 6,000-7,000 pyromaniacs who roam across Italy to start fires - it is obvious that there are people who do it because they have been commissioned," Mario Moricone, head of the firefighters' department, told Italian state television. 

Eco-Mafia or small business? 

According to a study by the National Forestry Corps, a majority of blazes are started by farmers and shepherds who want to gain new grazing and farmland. 

But a growing role is believed to be played by the so-called Eco-Mafia, which controls a large share of Italy's rubbish disposal business. 

The Eco-Mafia has an interest in starting forest fires because it aims to win public contracts for the reforestation of the affected areas - an operation that costs public coffers some 2,000 euros per hectare. 

By doing so, it also creates new space for illegal dumps - a cheap way of getting rid of toxic and industrial waste. 

Turin Attorney General Giancarlo Caselli, speaking at an environmental conference in Tuscany on Monday, said: "If there is some dirty money to be made, the Mafia is always first in line." 

The former head of the National Forestry Service, Giuseppe Di Croce, has blown the whistle on an equally disturbing scenario. 

He believes that government plans to boost the number of water-bombing aircraft - possibly setting up small fire-fighting fleets for each region - could be counterproductive. 

He fears that this move could create new economic interests dependent on the number and size of blazes. 

"It would be a waste and a folly: tying important investments to the number of fires threatens to fuel the fire business," he told the daily newspaper La Repubblica. 

Others argue that, as fire-fighting operations generate temporary jobs in regions affected by high unemployment, people involved in short-term fire-fighting or reconstruction operations might be behind forest arsons. 

"There are people who take advantage of the pre-emptive measures adopted by the government: since they are paid by the operation, they secure a job by starting fires," fire brigade official, Antonio Jiritano, told communist daily Liberazione. 

"This way, those who have a three-month contract renew it each time by alternatively carrying out rescue and reconstruction operations." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

BBC

(7 August)

Farmers' despair in parched France 

By Caroline Wyatt 

BBC correspondent, Loire region 

Under a blazing sun, farmer Marc Touplin is rounding up his sheep from the hillside pastures of the Loire. 

Normally, they would graze outside all day in summer with no need for extra fodder. 

But there has been almost no rain here for several months, and the soil is hard and parched. There's barely any grass to eat. 

Instead, Marc is feeding his flock the straw he was saving for winter. 

"Finding enough feed for my flock is the biggest problem," he says. 

"For nearly two months now, I've had to feed my sheep on straw and it's not very nourishing for them. It could mean health problems for the sheep later on, and it's very expensive - it's costing me thousands of euros extra." 

'Catastophe' 

This is the hottest summer in France in half a century, and the most serious drought in 25 years - this year's rainfall in many places is only half what it should be. 

The government has promised a lot, for example to pay transport costs for the hay, but they're only offering to give 10%of what we really need 

Paul Deloire 

Dairy farmer 

French farmers are calling it a catastrophe in the making. 

They are becoming increasingly desperate as animals suffer from lack of pasture, crops wither and rivers run dry. 

More than half of France's 95 departements have had to introduce water rationing, while the government has sent some emergency stocks of cattle-feed to drought-stricken farms. 

Farmers say the help offered by the government simply is not enough. 

The French authorities have despatched emergency stocks of straw to the worst-hit areas. 

But dairy farmer Paul Deloire has paid for this delivery himself. He could not wait until government help arrived - his herd of 30 dairy cows have already eaten most of their winter fodder. 

"The government has promised a lot, for example to pay transport costs for the hay, but they're only offering to give 10% of what we really need. And bringing forward winter subsidies is a good idea but it isn't enough," he says. 

The pastures here would normally be greener, and even the River Loire itself is a shadow of its usual self - with water levels several metres below normal. Already more than half of France's departements are rationing water use. 

Vineyards suffering 

The drought has even affected French winegrowers, like Georges Paire, whose vineyards usually thrive on the hot weather. 

But this year is just too dry: many of the grapes are stunted and the leaves burnt - threatening a much smaller harvest than usual. 

He usually produces 25,000 litres of Cote Roannaise wine a year, but this year he says production - and income - will be well down. 

This is the driest year he has known in 30 years of wine-making, he says. 

Like everyone else here, Georges Paire says all he can do is pray for rain before it's too late

BBC

(7 August)
Heatwave part of global trend 

By Tim Hirsch 

BBC environment correspondent 

Britain is enjoying some of the hottest temperatures of the year at the moment but high temperatures are not just affecting this country. 

The rest of Europe has also been hit by an exceptional heatwave - with temperatures hitting 40C in several countries this week. 

At least 30 people have died as a result of the hot weather and in fires that have raged across the continent. Many people are asking if climate change is to blame. 

One heat wave does not prove that the world is getting hotter, but this week's weather fits a global trend which has seen previous records shattered with increasing regularity. 

In nine out of the past 12 years, average temperatures worldwide have been higher than at any time since records began in the 19th century and it is very likely that the 1990s were the warmest decade for 1000 years. 

For several months now, temperatures across Europe have been, on average, five degrees warmer. 

Above average 

Sea temperatures in the Mediterranean region are two to three degrees warmer and reached their peak a month earlier than usual. 

And here in the UK, temperatures for this last week are already around 10 degrees above average. 

Dr John Turnpenny from the University of East Anglia, who helped draw up the latest forecast of how global warming is likely to affect the UK, says there will be more changes to come. 

"Certainly the evidence is very, very strong that the climate is changing and that we are likely to see much more of the kind of weather that we've been seeing this week, in the future," he said. 

"It's likely that a very hot August with spells of weather like we're seeing now, could occur perhaps two years in every three by the last quarter of this century." 

Climate change sceptics say the Earth's weather has always varied over time, and argue that natural phenomena such as solar activity could be producing the changes observed in recent decades. 

But the overwhelming consensus of the scientific world, is that the biggest single cause of global warming is the burning of fossil fuels such as coal and oil. This adds heat-trapping gases to the atmosphere. 

International efforts to limit these emissions are proving extremely difficult to implement. 

Yet even drastic cuts would only slow down climate change; the warming trend is fixed for decades to come by the pollution of the past. __________________________________________________________________________________________NCWCD Team to Attend World Parks Congress in Durban 
Javid Hassan, Arab News Staff 

RIYADH, 14 August 2003 — A delegation from the National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and Development (NCWCD) in Riyadh will participate in the World Parks Congress to be held in Durban, South Africa, from Sept. 7 to 18. The congress, whose last session was held in 1992, is a major agenda-setting event for the management of protected areas around the world.

The Saudi delegation will be led by Dr. Abdul Aziz Abuzinada, secretary-general of NCWCD, who also has links with other international conservation agencies including the IUCN. Others attending the congress include Nelson Mandela, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa and Queen Noor, wife of the late King Hussain of Jordan. 

The congress will discuss various issues relating to the management of protected areas, an NCWCD spokesman told Arab News. He said there were 16 protected areas in the Kingdom which cover five percent of the land area. The delegates are also expected to discuss the role of the private sector in the management of protected areas. An exhibition on biodiversity and protected areas of countries from Morocco to Kazakhstan will be organized on the sidelines of the congress, the spokesman said.

One of the Kingdom’s priorities is the promotion of tourism in the protected areas. The principal challenge to those promoting tourism in the Kingdom is how to motivate Saudis to explore their own country. 

A book on Asir entitled “Asir: Origin, Development and Tourism” released by the Ministry of Information and Tourism points out that Saudis will account for 2.8 percent of total global spending on tourism by 2005. Increased spending on tourism, likely to grow between five and 12 percent annually on a global level, will stimulate competition between local and international tour operators.

“Saudi Arabia ranks eighth in terms of the number of tourists traveling abroad,” according to the book. The book points out that only 24 percent of Saudi tourists visit summer resorts in the Kingdom while 29 percent travel to other Arab countries and the rest, or 47 percent, visit a variety of destinations. 

Saudis spend a total of SR17 billion every year on foreign travel. The NCWCD has drawn up a master plan for developing ecotourism in the Kingdom. The plan covers 102 protected areas which will eventually be open to the private sector for promotion on a commercial basis. These areas form part of 10,000 potential tourist spots surveyed by the Supreme Commission on Tourism.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Arctic Ice Shrinking Due to Global Warming - Report

  OSLO - Global warming will melt most of the Arctic icecap in summertime by the end of the century, a report showed yesterday. 

  The three-year international study indicated that ice around the North Pole had shrunk by 7.4 percent in the past 25 years with a record  small summer coverage in September 2002. 

  "The summer ice cover in the Arctic may be reduced by 80 percent at the end of the 21st century," said Norwegian Professor Ola  Johannessen, the main author of the report funded by the European Commission. 

  The Arctic Barents Sea north of Russia and Norway could be free of ice even in winter by the end of the century, said Johannesssen, who  works at the Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center in Norway. 

  "This will make it easier to explore for oil, it could open the Northern Sea Route (between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans)," he said of the report, dubbed the Arctic Ice Cover Simulation Experiment. 

  Moscow and Norway reckon the Barents Sea could be a promising new area for oil and gas. The Northern Sea passage could save shippers about 10 days on a trip from Japan to Europe compared to traveling through the Suez Canal. 

  Johannessen said that the report, published on the Internet ahead of peer review, also indicated that a recent thinning of the polar icecap was linked to human emissions of gases like carbon dioxide blamed for blanketing the planet. 

  But the study showed a thinning of the icecap from 1920-1940 was caused by natural climate fluctuations, such as ocean currents and  winds, rather than by a build-up of greenhouse gases. 

  Johannessen said the new survey added to evidence of a gradual thinning of the icecap and gave firmer signs that human emissions, such  as exhausts from cars and factories, were mainly to blame. 

  Climate experts say that polar areas are heating up more than other regions. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

14 August 2003
General Environmental news

UN agency warns about more flooding in Sudan 

Khartoum, Sudan (PANA) - The Office of the UN Resident Humanitarian Co-ordinator for Sudan has warned of more flooding in Kassala, north-eastern Sudan, as water levels in the Gash River started rising again Monday. Tens of thousands of people have been affected by severe flooding in the area after the river burst its banks following heavy rains last month. A statement from the Office of the UN Humanitarian Co-ordinator warned that the assistance provided so far was insufficient to mitigate critical needs. Any renewed flooding, it said, "will disrupt relief and rehabilitation work underway, and exacerbate needs in water, health and sanitation." It said repairs to the Kassala water supply system were underway, but electricity had not yet been restored to most areas. "As of 12 August, 13 deaths and 56 injuries have been confirmed," the statement said, adding that at least 8,720 houses had been destroyed and 7,120 partially damaged. It said the situation had been compounded by the "interruption of road communication with (the capital) Khartoum for two consecutive days," which had prevented assistance from reaching Kassala. The UN, along with NGOs and the Sudanese government issued "a flash appeal" last week to "immediately assist approximately 100,000 flood-affected people and enable agencies to replenish stocks diverted from other ongoing programme activities." 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007857&dte=13/08/2003
Durban to host world conference on crucial environmental issues 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - A world conference to examine crucial environmental issues has been slated for 8-17 September in Durban, South Africa, with some 2,500 delegates on roll. The outcome is expected to be the Durban Accord that would begin a new chapter in the ever-shifting landscape of conservation worldwide. The World Parks Congress, which is being organized by the South African Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) and South African National Parks brings together leading protagonists in the conservation of bio-diversity. "This congress theme means challenging ourselves to understand the many values and benefits that protected areas offer," said Kenton Millar, Chairman of the World Parks' Congress International Steering Committee.  "African nations have shown great leadership in creating over 2 million square kilometres of protected areas - twice the entire size of South Africa," World Conservation Union President Yolanda Kakabadse acknowledged ahead of next month's conference. "This is the first time that the World Parks' Congress has been held on the African continent and I can think of no better place at the start of the 21st Century to reflect on people, parks and protected areas and to agree on a global strategy for the future of these precious assets," Kakabadse said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng007919&dte=13/08/2003
Foundation Helps Communities Protect Cameroon Mountains Biodiversity

United Nations Development Programme (New York): UNDP is supporting activities by the Cameroon Mountains Conservation Foundation to protect the area's unique biodiversity by helping local communities manage forest resources and improve their livelihoods. UNDP is providing US$300,000 for the initiative. The Cameroon Mountains, lying in the western part of the country, are the highest range in West Africa. The region's forests have been designated by Conservation International as one of the world's 25 biodiversity "hot spots" that need special attention to safeguard endangered species. Many villages in the mountains are isolated, and their people are among the one-third of Cameroonians who survive on less than a dollar a day. Among the animals living in this unique environment are primates, including chimpanzees and gorillas, mountain elephants and a number of rare bird species. The Cameroon Mountains Conservation Foundation has received $6 million from the Global Environment Facility on the understanding that it will mobilize an equal amount from donors and partners. Other donors to date include German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) which has allocated $2.1 million for the Foundation, the UK Department for International Development $740,000, and the Forest Environment Sectoral Programme $620,000, reports UNDP Resident Representative Patricia de Mowbray. The Foundation is cooperating with communities to improve forest management to conserve resources, protect endangered species and improve livelihoods by promoting eco-tourism and marketing of local products.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308130899.html
Industry to Pay for Pollution

The Daily News (Harare): ZIMBABWE'S environmental watchdog, Environment Africa, is taking the "polluter pays" principle a step further and has drafted a River Charter under which local company executives would commit themselves to taking responsibility for the prevention of pollution. Environment Africa financial director Robin Wild said his organization had been consulting various stakeholders about the draft Charter since June. Companies would initially voluntarily commit themselves to abiding by the provisions of the Charter, but Environment Africa will eventually lobby for it to be made into law. The draft Charter stipulates that industrial executives would be held accountable and responsible for the actions of their organizations, which would be required to reduce water consumption by a measurable target within a specified time frame. Industries would be expected to pledge to recover and recycle water used in their production processes and wherever it is technically possible and cost-effective, to discharge industrial effluent according to the standards set by the government.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308130446.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ROAP Media Update – 14 August 2003


UN or UNEP in the news


Possible Indo-Pak tension on Indus water sharing?
The Daily Star, Bangladesh, August 14, 2003 (Harun ur Rashid) - On 10 August, while message of cooperation and peace was being exchanged in Islamabad, between parliamentarians of India and Pakistan, a possible tension between the two nations was feared to erupt on water sharing of the Indus Water.
…The water dispute between India and Pakistan may be viewed in global perspective. Although water is the commonest stuff on earth, only 2.53 per cent of it is fresh, while the rest is salt. Of the freshwater, two-thirds is locked up in polar caps. What is available, in lakes, aquifers, rivers and rainfall run-off, is now increasingly coming under pressure from populations. In March of this year, UNESCO released a Report that stated that up to seven billion of people in 60 countries could face water shortage by the middle of this century and the crisis might reach unprecedented levels because world leaders lacked the will to act. According to UNESCO Director General Koichiro Matsuura, the average supply of water available per person will drop by one-third within 20 years. 
Furthermore underground water, the unseen source of life for two billion people is diminishing rapidly almost everywhere in the world according to a study by the UN Environment Programme. It is reported that about 96 per cent of Saudi Arabia's water and 69 per cent of Bangladesh's comes from below ground. There are 1300 bore-holes tapping water below Dhaka, and in some areas the water table has fallen by 40 meters.
http://www.thedailystar.net/2003/08/14/d30814020323.htm

Ozone depletors: Narcotics academy steps up vigil 
Express News Service, New Delhi, August 8: National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics (NACEN) is all set to become the nodal agency in South Asia to monitor and control the flow of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS). 
NACEN, which will be signing an MoU with United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) shortly, will train Customs and other enforcing agencies in and outside the country to check the flow of ODS in compliance with Montreal Protocol. 
Signed in 1987, the protocol calls for reducing and eventually eliminating all ODSs like chloro-fluro carbons (CFCs). India signed the protocol in September, 1992. 

http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=59998 
Workshop to train officials on monitoring ozone layer - Meet on hazards posed by chemicals
News Today, India, NT Bureau Chennai, Aug 12: - The main cause for the depletion of ozone layer is heavy use of chemicals for commercial purposes, according to K Madhava Sharma, former executive secretary, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
Inaugurating a workshop on train-the-trainers for customs and other national stakeholders on 'Monitoring and Control of Ozone Depleting Substances' here yesterday, Sharma said nearly one lakh chemicals were in commercial use. Annually, about 500 million tonnes of chemicals were sold heavily, which released Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS).
… NACEN would also formally sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UNEP and would become a centre for training for South and South East Asian countries. 
Usha Chandrasekhar, director, Ozone Cell, New Delhi, S Sathapathy, project and management unit, Ozone Cell, New Delhi, Meenakshi Passi, additional controller of Central Excise, Mysore were also present. The workshop which began yesterday would be on till 14 August. 
http://newstodaynet.com/12aug/rf9.htm 

Taiwan responds to UN's call to help clean up the world
Taipei Times, Taiwanm, By Chiu Yu-Tzu, STAFF REPORTER, Tuesday, Aug 12, 2003,Page 4 - Taiwan will not be absent from a massive worldwide cleanup of the environment to be held on Sept. 20, according to the Good Neighbor Foundation yesterday.

"We hope the community-based activity will bring together citizens and promote environmental awareness," Tomming Lai (賴東明), chairman of the foundation, said at a press conference yesterday. 
Lai said the simple activity will improve local environments. 
According to the UN Environment Program (UNEP), the community "Clean Up" concept is simple yet effective. Volunteers work together in their own communities to carry out local clean-up activities, uniting with like-minded community groups throughout the globe in the "Clean Up the World" activity.
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/08/12/2003063306 

Survey: Is growth in China's energy consumption sustainable? 
Interfax, China - 8 Aug 2003 Shanghai. (Interfax-China) - China's economic growth since 1978 has been remarkable. It has enabled the creation of a number of highly developed cities along the eastern coast, and has brought millions of people above the poverty line, as the United Nations Development Program's Human Development Report 2003 (UNDP HDR 2003), released in July, stated. However, the government's ambitions do not stop there. Among its aims are the quadrupling of the national economy by 2020, and the increase in the urbanization rate from about 35% to 65% by the same date. Using data from a number of sources, Interfax tried to assess the impact of such a rate of growth. 
… The serious question is whether or not the resources - energy included - exist to bring China up to the level of economic prosperity enjoyed in the United States. According to government targets, China aims to quadruple GDP by 2020. Impossible, said Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), unless developed nations like the United States radically change their consumption habits. "Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 bln, can you imagine what are the consequences if you go in the same structure as was done in the so-called developed countries?" Toepfer said in Sydney, Australia on July 17. The same density of privately-owned cars as the West - estimated to require a total of 650 mln vehicles in the whole of China - would be unsustainable using current materials and fuels. 

http://www.interfax.com/com?item=Chin&pg=0&id=5652774&req= 

Pacific Nations Prepare For U.N. Meeting 

Friday, August 8, 2003  - More than 100 representatives of Pacific nations are today wrapping up a meeting in Apia, Samoa, at which they have been seeking to cement regional consensus on pressing issues ahead of a U.N. conference next year on small island states, the United Nations said yesterday.
"The road ahead is full of challenges," said the head of the U.N. Water, Natural Resources and Small Island Developing States Branch, Manuel Dengo.  The branch is in charge of setting up the conference, which will be held in Mauritius.
"The key aspect is for island nations themselves to demonstrate their resolve and commitment to sustainable development and to carefully explain the policies and measures that they wish to utilize in their quest for achieving sustainable development," Dengo said.
The United Nations said small island states face unique threats from rising sea levels, geographic isolation, environmental degradation and poor trading opportunities, as well as limited natural, human and institutional resources (U.N. release, Aug. 7).

 
General environment news

Drought may cause forest fires 
The Jakarta Post, 14 August 2003 - JAKARTA: An academic has refuted the forestry ministry's claim that forest fires will not break out this year.
Bambang Hero Saharjo of the Bogor Institute of Agriculture said on Wednesday that smoke had been observed in several forests in Riau, Jambi and some parts of Kalimantan. 
"The current drought and the authority's failure to be consistent in preventing possible fires is the best combination to spread forests fire like those that occurred in May," he warned. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20030814.C08&irec=7
Fair environmental control 
The Jakarta Post, 14 August, 2003 - Henry Heyneardhi Business Watch Indonesia, Surakarta, Central Java heyneardhi@watchbusiness.org
The government's proposal to allow 22 mining corporations to resume operations in 11.4 million hectares of protected forest (The Jakarta Post, July 19) has sparked criticism from various organizations and even government agencies. The proposal contradicts the new forestry law that bans open pit mining in protected forest areas. It also indicates the poor coordination among government agencies; the divide is most evident between the office of the Coordinating Minister for the Economy as the proponent of the proposal, and the office of the State Minister of the Environment as its opponent. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaileditorial.asp?fileid=20030814.E02&irec=1 

Arctic ice cap facing meltdown: study

Australian Broadcasting Corporation, August 14, 2003  - The Arctic ice cap will melt completely within the next century if carbon dioxide emissions continue to heat the Earth's atmosphere at current rates, according to an international study.

"Since 1978, the ice cap has shrunk by nearly 3 or 4 per cent per decade. At the turn of the century there will be no more ice at the North Pole in summer," one of the study's authors, Professor Ola Johannessen, said.

"If the CO2 emissions continue to accelerate, that may occur sooner, but if we cut them back the process will be slowed," Professor Johannessen of the Nansen research institute in Bergen, Norway said.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s923848.htm 
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Syria
Symposium on irrigation management opens 
A Symposium on Irrigation Management and Fertilizer Irrigation was opened yesterday under the patronage of Irrigation Minister Mohammad Radwan Martini. 

The Symposium is held by Arab Center for Studying Dry Areas and Arid Zones (ACSAD) in cooperation with the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa. ‏ 

The Speaker stressed the importance of holding training courses to encourage scientific researches in order to carry out joint scientific projects. ‏ 

They referred to the efforts being exerted to strengthen the cooperation for realizing sustainable development. ‏ 

The Minister toured the exhibition which includes a number of agricultural Studies and researches and references in the fields of agriculture and irrigation. ‏ 

Some 20 trainers are taking part in the Symposium to be ended on September 8. ‏ 

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_local.asp?FileName=20030812083823

Jordan
Fuel cells — changing the world as we know it

There is a toy car at the National Energy Research Centre (NERC) that runs on hydrogen. About 25cm in length, the car's only emissions are pure water and the only noise produced is from the rotating wheels. This toy uses a fuel cell (FC) to generate electricity from an electrochemical reaction between hydrogen and oxygen. It is not all child's-play though, many in the energy and environment field believe that this method of energy generation will forever change the face of world's energy dependence as we know it. 

FCs are not new. While experimenting with electrolysing water by direct current in 1839, a Welshman named William Grove found out that the process could be reversed. Instead of using electricity to break down water into its constituent hydrogen and oxygen atoms, the two elements can be combined to make water while producing an electric current. The name hydrogen means “water-producing.” 

Apparatus needed was big and bulky compared to power produced. Utilisation of steam and later combustion engines resulted in little happening at the forefront of FC research. The space programme in the 1960s brought it back to life, resulting in handmade FCs shooting off into space along with other state-of-the-art technology during the US Apollo and Gemini projects. The US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) managed to reduce the size of a FC to a manageable weight and size and trusted its performance enough to send it along with its astronauts into outer space to generate electricity and water. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/features/features1.htm

Iraq

Burst pipeline sparks inferno

[image: image1.jpg]



Flames shot 60 metres in the air from a burst oil pipeline in a chemical production region north of Baghdad yesterday, and American forces at the scene fired warning shots to keep journalists from approaching.Two M-1 Abrams tanks and three soldiers crouched in firing positions ordered an Associated Press reporter and photographer to stay back from the blaze near Al Taji, a region of date groves, military compounds and chemical plants. 

Before the war UN weapons inspectors were in the Al Taji area 20km north of Baghdad almost daily.

It could not immediately be determined if the fire was the work of saboteurs, but many pipelines throughout the nation have been hit by guerillas seeking to destabilise US efforts to pacify Iraq.

An Iraqi fire truck also was prevented from approaching the fire.

"They were very hostile," said Lt Hasannein Mohammed of the fire department.

Iraqi firefighters were later seen dousing the blaze with flame-retardant chemicals.

The fire was burning about 5km north of a big refinery. It erupted in a huge grove of date palms and was less than 100 metres off the main highway.

The fire sent a massive black cloud drifting south over the capital for several hours yesterday afternoon.

Military spokeswoman Nicole Thompson confirmed there was a pipeline fire but had no further details.

Earlier yesterday, US forces hunting Saddam loyalists ended a search of an isolated region near the Iranian border after troops backed by helicopters and tanks seized stockpiles of weapons but found no trace of the fugitive dictator.

Operation Ivy Lightning, launched on Monday, was the latest effort by the 4th Infantry Division to hunt down guerillas loyal to Saddam, who remains on the run despite an intense US manhunt.

The operation focused on remote villages around 130km north of Baghdad, after intelligence reports suggested Saddam loyalists may have fled there to escape repeated raids around the deposed president's hometown of Tikrit.

Iraq's Governing Council announced it had given permission for six international airlines to start flights to Basra's airport within the next few weeks. It said the resumption of flights would be "a huge step towards normalisation of ties between Iraq and the international community".

Ibrahim Al Jaafari, the current president of the US-picked Governing Council, said the resumption of commercial flights would be "a big step forward to opening Iraq to the world." 

International commercial flights to and from Iraq have been suspended since the 1991 Gulf War. During the 12 years of UN sanctions, only Royal Jordanian had been flying to Baghdad with UN approval.

US administrator Paul Bremer had said he hoped to get both Baghdad and Basra airports reopened by mid-September, and predicted last week that Basra would be secured and operational before the Baghdad International Airport. 

Al Jaafari also said the interim government postponed the appointment of Cabinet ministers by three weeks. He said a 25-member committee has been formed to look into how to proceed with selecting a constitutional assembly.

The members include judges, academicians and lawyers and reflects Iraq's ethnic and religious mix. 
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=58677&Sn=WORL
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
With food and fresh water scarce, UN agencies rush staff, supplies to Liberia

*
DR of Congo: Security Council extends panel seeking to halt plunder of resources

*
Côte d’Ivoire peace shows promise; determination needed for road ahead – Annan

*
Thousands more troops needed for vital security in Afghanistan – UN envoy

*
UN envoy sees rapprochement between Iraqi Council and Arab League 

*
Head of UN mission strongly condemns shooting of Kosovo Serb teens

*
UN human rights body approves guidelines for multinational corporations

*
Fiji: UN envoy stresses need to highlight challenges faced by small island states

* * * *

Liberia

13 August – With roughly half a million people in Monrovia still facing severe shortages of food and drinking water and with medical supplies dwindling, United Nations humanitarian agencies continue to scale up their operations in the crowded, war-ravaged Liberian capital.

The inter-agency team led by the UN’s Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie, on the ground since yesterday, reported dire conditions for the city’s 450,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and for outlying host communities.

The agencies have conducted assessments of overall humanitarian needs, as another flight carrying relief workers and supplies arrived at Roberts Airport today. The heads of all UN humanitarian agencies for Liberia are now in the country. The team expects that a World Food Programme (WFP) ship laden with emergency food supplies will be able to dock in Monrovia by Friday.

On Monday, Liberian President Charles Taylor moved into exile in an effort to end 14 years of civil strife that in recent months escalated into a bloody power struggle between government and rebel forces for control of the city. The fighting has killed hundreds of people and has left an estimated one million more on the brink of a humanitarian catastrophe.

Today, all UN offices in Monrovia are currently occupied by IDPs seeking shelter, and the world body’s agencies and non-governmental partners are rushing to help the desperate people cope with the devastation. The city has been divided into government-controlled and rebel-held pockets, but agencies are able to deliver potable water to all of the IDP sites that are accessible. Still, relief agencies continue to be unable to access more than two-thirds of Liberian territory.

Ms. McAskie has met with the Force Commander of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) peacekeeping contingent and stressed the need for security for IDP camps and people travelling the 40-kilometre stretch of road between Monrovia and Roberts Airport.

According to Moses Okello, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Representative for Liberia, an agreement reportedly reached with the Liberians United For Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) will have the rebel group retreat beyond the Po River by mid-day Thursday. When in force, this agreement – brokered with the help of ECOWAS forces on the ground and the commander of a US warship stationed offshore – will effectively ensure free access to the Monrovia port, a crucial entry point for the delivery of fuel, food and other relief items to the capital. The new frontline will also allow a number of displaced people stranded in the Mamba Point area to return to their homes beyond the present battle zone.

Meanwhile outside Monrovia, there were reports of new displacement from around Buchanan, Liberia’s second city and the scene of fighting between government forces and Movement for a Democratic Liberia (MODEL) rebels.

In other news, the airlift of equipment for the peacekeeping force on the ground from the Freetown-based UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) continued today with three land rovers, one crane and two trucks being sent to Monrovia.

* * *

DR of Congo

13 August – Striving to halt the continuing plunder of natural resources in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations Security Council today unanimously renewed the mandate of a special investigative panel and demanded that all States take immediate steps to end such illegal exploitation.

The 15-0 vote gives the Expert Panel on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo until 31 October to complete its mandate, at the end of which it will submit a final report to the Council.

The resolution noted “with great concern” that plundering continued, especially in the eastern part of the DRC, and stressed that “appropriate action should be taken with regard to those responsible for such activities.”

The Council “reiterates its demand that all states concerned take immediate steps to end the illegal exploitation of nature,” the resolution added.

In a report to the Council last year, Panel Chairman Mahmoud Kassem said it had identified three “elite networks” that had carved out separate spheres of economic control in the country over the past four years.

“The elite networks’ grip on the DRC’s economy extends far beyond precious natural resources to encompass territory, fiscal revenues and trade in general,” he added.

He said the networks’ activities involved highly organized and documented systems of embezzlement, tax fraud, extortion, kickbacks, false invoicing, asset-stripping of State companies and secret profit-sharing agreements, and that these activities were orchestrated in a manner that closely resembled criminal operations.

“The networks collaborate with organized criminal groups, some of them transnational organizations in order to maximize profits,” he stated, adding that they use those criminal groups for discreet military operations, money laundering, illegal currency transactions, counterfeiting operations, arms trafficking, smuggling and many other activities aimed at political destabilization.

The war economy directed by these networks functions under the cover of armed conflict, manipulation of ethnic tensions and generalized violence that generate enormous profits for “small coteries of powerful individuals or the commercial wing of military institutions,” Mr. Kassem said. The activities drain the DRC’s treasury of revenues at the national and local levels and leave the population without basic services.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

13 August – The peace process in Côte d’Ivoire has made encouraging progress in the past six months, but according to the first report on the new United Nations mission in the country, the road to true stability is long and fraught with contradictions that must be resolved in order for the new Government to fully implement its promising work plan.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s first report on the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI) was released today, outlining the steps taken since March by the Ivorian parties that have yielded encouraging results on some fronts and mixed results on others. The Mission was established in May to help guide implementation of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, a French-brokered peace accord that calls on the government, rebels and political opposition to share power in a transitional government until elections in 2005.

Mr. Annan writes that while the overall Ivorian peace process has made encouraging progress, the efforts of the parties to move forward the implementation of the accord have yielded mixed results. On the positive side, he notes the installation of the Government of national reconciliation, the preparation of the Government’s work programme, and confidence-building steps that have been taken by the Forces armies nationals de Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI) and the Forces nouvelles. Those steps, along with demobilization efforts, and the adoption of an amnesty law, have laid a “good basis” for further progress.

But on the other hand, Mr. Annan stresses that the road ahead will be long, and that the peace process is fraught with perils and contradictions that must be surmounted in order to create a climate conducive to a constructive discussion by the National Assembly on the critical issues in the Government’s work plan. That plan proposes mechanisms that may eventually be used to address delicate subjects such as citizenship, rights and freedoms of individuals, land tenure laws and the electoral system.

The report also expresses the Secretary-General’s concern about armed Liberian elements reportedly operating in western Côte d’Ivoire, saying that these elements constitute an immediate and a long-term threat to the efforts to stabilize both countries. He says he feels greatly encouraged about the ongoing efforts of Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Security Council to resolve the conflict in Liberia, which has been the primary source of instability in the subregion.

The Security Council is scheduled to discuss the report next Wednesday.

* * *

Afghanistan

13 August – Speaking on a day when clashes and a bus bombing claimed dozens of lives in Afghanistan, the top United Nations envoy to that country told the Security Council today that thousands more international troops were needed to provide vital security if the political pacification process in the war-torn nation was to succeed.

Without specifying the exact numbers needed to expand the current 5,000-strong international security force (ISAF) beyond the limits of Kabul, the capital, Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, said he was not asking for anywhere near the 40,000 troops that were sent to Kosovo, which has a population of less than half of just the 2 million Afghan refugees who returned home last year.

“I’m saying that politically it is necessary, I’m saying it is doable, I’m saying it doesn’t need a lot,” he told reporters after his closed-door briefing to the Council. “If, as I feel, the Council now agrees with me that it’s politically correct, then we can decide whether we need 8,000, or 9,000, or 13,000, but it’s certainly not in the scores of thousands that we’re talking about.”

Pressed whether he felt the international community was not giving enough support as Afghanistan enters a crucial stage in the political process with elections due by next year, Mr. Brahimi replied: “The international community must realize that…improving that support would be a very good investment.”

He stressed that the Bonn process, the peace accords reached by the various factions in 2001, “is taking on very important and complicated and logistically heavy political processes, and for that security is again indispensable, and it’s a source of worry for us.”

A lot has been achieved in Afghanistan, “and there is every reason to think that this process can be taken to a very, very successful end in a relatively short time if we don’t walk away or do things half way as it were,” he added.

Asked about the Council’s reaction, he replied: “I think there is certainly a great deal of understanding that what we are saying makes sense and deserves to be heard.”

And he again stressed the security shortfall. “To organize a credible, free and fair election, there are a lot of other things that need to be done by the Afghan Government and by the international community, and we have invited the Council today in very clear terms to really take on the job of providing what we call the benchmarks that are needed in the security field, in the legislation field and in other fields.”

* * *

Iraq

13 August – The top United Nations envoy in Iraq today held out the prospect of breaking the regional isolation of the Iraqi Governing Council following his discussions with officials in Cairo last weekend, with a possible meeting next week between the United States-appointed body and the 22-member Arab League secretariat starting a rapprochement.

“I believe this lack of face-to-face dialogue has led to huge misperceptions and misunderstandings and I believe it is high time for these to be resolved and overcome for direct contact,” Sergio Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, told a briefing in Baghdad.

He said Arab League Secretary-General Amr Moussa had indicated “that he will prepare the Secretariat General to receive members of the Governing Council at the League in Cairo starting next week, to engage in a dialogue which we all believe is essential.”

Mr. Vieira de Mello said he had passed this message back to the Governing Council, which he has endorsed as credible and broadly representative of the various constituencies in Iraq although it was set up by the US-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA).

He hoped the Council would soon appoint members to tour the region, “in particular to engage in this dialogue, which I believe is very productive with the Arab League. It is obvious to me that Iraq needs its neighbours and the neighbours of Iraq need this country as well. So it is about time they talk to one another,” he added.

He said he believed that once the Council and the Arab League “establish this dialogue and nurture it,” the Arab world would increasingly support the Council in “this very, very difficult transition that will lead to the full recognition of Iraq as a member of the Arab family of nations and of the United Nations.”

In return, he said the Council would provide its neighbours with “all the assurances they need that this is a government that will pursue a policy of cooperation and the development of friendly relations with its neighbours, as must be the case.

“That’s the only way forward. So I can see a gradual process of rapprochement between the Arab League and the Governing Council in the months ahead,” he added in reply to a question.

Mr. Vieira de Mello also called on the Council to quickly appoint interim ministers so that the UN would be in a better position to support them sectorally.

He said his relationship with the CPA “has been business-like, has been constructive. It has been open. It has been frank. We haven’t agreed on everything, which is normal and natural and to be expected, but I think I can tell you that we have been working well with them.”

The common goal of both the UN and the CPA was “restore as soon as possible the full sovereignty of the Iraqis,” he added.

He also reiterated the UN’s readiness, if requested, to assist in the preparation and holding of whatever form of elections the Iraqis opt for next year, be it referendum, general elections or both.

* * *

Kosovo

13 August – The head of the United Nations mission in Kosovo today strongly condemned the killing of two teenagers and injury of four others by unknown suspects who opened fire on a group of Serb youngsters swimming in a river in the Pec region.

“It is a tragedy for Kosovo that four years after the conflict ended, such incidents continue to take a terrible toll on the lives of innocent individuals and on Kosovo’s image in the international community,” said Harri Holkeri, the new head of UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), whose arrival in Pristina coincided with the tragedy.

Efforts are being made to treat the injured at Pec or to airlift them to Mitrovica Hospital, according to UNMIK. A massive search for the shooters is now underway and an international prosecutor has already been assigned to the case.

“We cannot allow a few extremists, of whatever ethnicity, to undermine the secure and hopeful future that so many have worked to build here. Such incidents will only strengthen our determination to establish the rule of law for the sake of all people in Kosovo. We will do everything to bring the killers to justice,” Mr. Holkeri stated.

Meanwhile, a Kosovo Albanian woman was wounded, apparently by a group of Kosovo Serbs, after the shooting.

* * *

Human rights

13 August – In an important step forward in developing human rights standards for corporations, an expert subsidiary panel of the top United Nations rights body today approved a set of ethics guidelines bringing together a range of legal obligations for companies drawn from existing human rights, labour and environmental standards.

The Geneva-based UN Sub-commission for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights today unanimously adopted a resolution that included “draft Norms on the Responsibilities of Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises with Regard to Human Rights.” The text sets out, among other things, the responsibilities of companies for human rights and labour rights, and provides guidelines for companies operating in conflict zones.

The Sub-Commission, the main subsidiary body of the Commission on Human Rights, was established in 1947 under the authority of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). The panel’s 26 experts are charged with undertaking studies, mainly in light of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and making recommendations to the Commission on ways to prevent discrimination of any kind relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms and the protection of racial, national, religious and linguistic minorities.

The draft guidelines were adopted today as the Sub-commission aims to complete the work of its fifty-fifth session this Friday. The resolution requests that governments and other parties provide information to a working group that deals with transnational corporations, concerning the possible negative impact of the activities of such corporations and other business enterprises on human rights.

* * *

Fiji

13 August – Meeting with top government officials in Fiji, a United Nations envoy has stressed the need to create a platform for small island states to participate in an up-coming global development meeting and underscored the need for using such an opportunity to focus on gaining concrete and feasible commitments.

The comments by Anwarul Chowdhury – UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States – came during his three-day visit to Fiji, where he met with several top government officials, representatives of civil society organizations and the UN Country Team.

Yesterday, Mr. Chowdhury briefed Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase on the preparatory process for the 10-year review of the implementation of the outcome of the 1994 Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States held in Barbados. The review will be held next August in Mauritius.

He also emphasized that the remoteness of the small island developing states (SIDS), their small economies, ecological fragility and environmental vulnerability should be put high on the global development agenda. The High Representative committed full UN to development efforts of SIDS.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Liberia

           UN humanitarian agencies continued to scale up their operations in the war-ravaged Liberian capital.

           Severe food, water, and health-care shortages still beset the city’s roughly 450,000 internally displaced

     persons (IDPs), as well as the communities who host them.  All UN offices in Monrovia are currently occupied by IDPs seeking shelter.  UN agencies and their non-governmental organization partners are able to deliver potable water to all  of the IDP sites that are accessible.

           UN agencies also conducted assessments of humanitarian needs, as another flight carrying humanitarian

     personnel and supplies arrived at Roberts Airport today.  All heads of UN humanitarian agencies for Liberia are now in  the country.  Humanitarian agencies expect that a World Food Programme ship laden with emergency food supplies  will be able to dock in Monrovia on Friday.

           UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Carolyn McAskie, met with the Force Commander of the

     Peacekeeping contingent of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in Liberia.  She stressed  the need for security for IDP camps and people travelling the 40-kilometre stretch of road between Monrovia and  Robertsfield Airport.

           Meanwhile, outside Monrovia, there were reports of new displacement from around Buchanan, the scene of  fighting between Government and Movement for a Democratic Liberia (MODEL) rebels.  Humanitarian agencies  continue to be unable to access more than two thirds of Liberian territory.  The airlift of equipment for the peacekeeping force on the ground from Freetown by the UN Mission in Sierra Leone continued today with three Landrovers, one  crane and two trucks being sent to Monrovia.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Côte d'Ivoire is out on the racks today.  In it, the  Secretary-General notes encouraging progress in the six months since the signing of the Linas-Marcoussis  Agreement.

           He, however, says, “The road ahead is long, and the peace process is fraught with pitfalls and contradictions  that have to be surmounted.”  He goes on to say that “the Government has taken significant steps towards  implementing the Marcoussis Agreement, but all parties have yet to demonstrate their full commitment to the Agreement”.

           He notes that the presence of the French Licorne and ECOWAS forces remains indispensable if the prevailing  stability is to be sustained, but expresses deep concern about the financial difficulties that the ECOWAS forces continue to face and appeals to Member States to urgently provide the requisite financial assistance.

           The Secretary-General also expresses his concern about armed Liberian elements reportedly operating in  western Côte d’Ivoire, saying that these elements constitute an immediate and a long-term threat to the efforts to  stabilize both Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia.  He says he feels greatly encouraged about the ongoing efforts of ECOWAS and the Security Council to resolve the conflict in Liberia, which has been the primary source of instability in the  subregion.  The Security Council is scheduled to take up the report on 20 August.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council, in an open meeting this morning, unanimously adopted Resolution 1499, extending the  mandate of the Expert Panel on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and other Forms of Wealth of the  Democratic Republic of the Congo until 31 October 2003.

           The Council then went into consultations on Afghanistan.  The Special Representative of the

     Secretary-General, Lakhdar Brahimi, updated the Council on the constitutional process and elections preparations.   Brahimi will speak to the press at the Council stakeout at the end of consultations on Afghanistan.

           The Council will also receive a briefing, under other matters, by Hedi Annabi, Assistant Secretary-General for  Peacekeeping Operations, on the incident over the weekend on the Blue Line between Israel and Lebanon.

           **Kosovo

           The UN Mission in Kosovo informed us that, early this afternoon in the village of Gorazdevac in the Pec region, a group of Kosovo Serb teenagers who were swimming in a river were fired upon by unknown suspects.  At this time,  the Mission has received confirmation that two teenagers are dead and four others injured.

           In addition, a Kosovo Albanian female was wounded, apparently by a group of Kosovo Serbs, after the

     shooting incident.  Efforts are being made to treat the injured teenagers at Pec or to airlift them to Mitrovica Hospital.   A massive search for the shooters is now under way.

           **Iraq

           Today in Baghdad, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, gave a  press briefing and expressed his hopes that the Governing Council will appoint members to tour the region and hold a  dialogue with the Arab League and its members, and that it also appoint interim ministers soon.  As soon as those  ministers are appointed, he said, the United Nations will be in a better position to provide assistance to Iraqi ministries.

           In response to a question about Security Council activity, Vieira de Mello said he understood that a resolution was possible that would mention the establishment of the Governing Council and authorize the Secretary-General to  establish an integrated UN assistance mission in Iraq.  He said such a resolution might be adopted in the coming  days, although, he added, “You know the Security Council is its own master.”  We have the transcript of that press briefing upstairs.

           **Middle East

           The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) has issued a special report on the barrier being constructed by Israel in parts of the West Bank, based on field visits to examine the effects  of the barrier on the livelihoods of local residents, with special emphasis on registered refugees, in the districts of Tulkarem, Qalqilya and Jenin, where sections of the fence have already been built.

           The report examines the impact that the barrier’s construction has had on restricting the freedom of movement  of refugees living in those areas, and it says that the barrier will seal the end of Palestinian migrant labour in Israel,  while also isolating affected communities from each other, compounding acute unemployment and poverty levels.

           Although refugees will not necessarily suffer more than the general population from the effects of the barrier, the resultant decline in living standards will increase humanitarian needs and inevitably add to the Agency’s caseload.  The report is available on the Agency’s Web site.

           **Secretary-General’s Visit to Finland

           The Secretary-General will meet with the President of Finland, Tarja Halonen, on Friday, 15 August, from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., local time, at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki.  Following that meeting, the Secretary-General will participate in a press conference from 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.  The Spokesman’s Office will try to provide a transcript of  that press conference as soon as it is available.

           **WHO

           The World Health Organization (WHO) today published a report on a WHO International Expert Panel for the termination of the use of antibiotic growth promoters in animal food production, particularly with reference to swine and  broiler chicken.

           The report supported WHO’s earlier recommendations that nations should phase out the widespread use of  antibiotic growth promoters in animal food production, saying that the move will help preserve the effectiveness of antibiotics for medicine.  This report is available online on WHO’s Web site.

           **Human Rights

           The UN Sub-Commission on Promotion and Protection of Human Rights just adopted unanimously a

     resolution on the responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with regard to human  rights.  The resolution requests that governments and other parties provide information to a working group of the  Sub-commission that deals with transnational corporations, concerning the possible negative impact of the activities of  such corporations and other business enterprises on human rights.

           That’s all I have got for you.  I guess we’re not going to get any questions?  So, have a very good afternoon  then.

                                              * *** *
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