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· BBC - Kenyan collects Nobel peace prize
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· IHT - Nobel laureate seeks to defuse HIV remarks;Kenyan rejects idea of anti-African plot
· BBC - Kenyan paper lauds Maathai's common touch in linking peace, environment
· Daily News (New York) - GLITZY GALA HONORS NATURAL HERO Nobel Peace Prize goes to fem environmentalist
· NPR - Wangari Maathai, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, discusses her environmental work in Kenya
· AP - Drums, dancing hail African Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai
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· Nobel winner embraces hope
· ABS-CBN News - Interview with Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai
· The Daily Nation - Wangari Clarifies Aids Claim
· Truth News - Africa’s First Female Nobel Peace Laureate Accepts Award Amid Controversy Over AIDS Remarks
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The E.A. Standard

Scenic complex to take the place of dying dam

Maore Ithula

An aerial view of the Nairobi Dam as it will be in the new concept spearheaded by the Nairobi Dam Trust Initiative.

Thirsty residents of Nairobi may soon have running water in their taps, thanks to the United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep).

The UN body plans to rehabilitate and restore the Nairobi Dam. The project aims at revitalising the moribund facility within the next four years at a cost of more than Sh100 million.

The Unep Programme Officer in charge of the Nairobi River Basin Project, Mr Henry Ndede, says the project would reduce pressure on the city’s piped water once completed.

Ndede says the plan would directly ease the pressure on City Hall by supplying the industrial sector with untreated water.

"As the population in the city increases, the local authority has failed to meet a rising demand for this vital commodity. This is because much of it is used in the industries that could do with untreated water. The project will save millions when the industrial sector is directly connected to the dam," he said.

"We are involving stakeholders from the government and the corporate society under the Nairobi Dam Trust Initiative and we expect to raise the required funds to achieve the goal," he said.

Apart from partly solving the acute water shortage, the initiative would help the local authority in waste disposal.

According Ndede, the trust intends to reverse the trends responsible for the near-extinction of the dam.

The repair process would include waste disposal management with special attention paid to controlling domestic and industrial effluent.

"Unep is partnering with stakeholders that include the government and the corporate sector to facilitate an efficient garbage collection and waste management in the estates neighbouring the dam."

The money is expected to be provided by Unep and private individuals supporting the initiative.

Once complete, access to the dam will be restricted to designated entry points, thus keeping away vandals and pollution.

NDTI was launched at the beginning of the year with the aim of rehabilitating the River Nairobi catchment area.

The project intends to embark on a serious campaign to enhance the reforestation of the area.

"We shall encourage agroforestry in the catchment areas with particular emphasis on medicinal plants and tree planting. Trading in the products from these plants will empower the communities economically," he says.

The vegetation cover will help in stemming runoff that fills the dam with silt.

Today, Nairobi dam exists in name only. It is an expansive marshland teeming with water hyacinth, a green canopy that belies the muck and mire underneath.

The eyesore is replete with all kinds of pollutants: from industry and homesteads and by-products of human activity.

Only a few months ago, strange foam exuded from the dam, flowing and covering the environs. Mbagathi Way was completely blocked by the foam. The smell from the effluent was so disgusting that the neighbouring slum dwellers asked the government to do something about it.

Environmentalists and experts from the Ministry of Water Development are yet to tell Kenyans what caused the foam and the dangers it posed.

Ironically, the sailing and sport-fishing clubs that used to enjoy the dam facility decades ago still exist in the books.

Eradication of the water hyacinth, says Ndede, would not be as difficult as it proved in Lake Victoria.

"This is a man-made lake and all we need is to drain it professionally then the weed can be removed manually," he said.

"In the next four years many youths will of course benefit from the activities of reconstructing the facility," he says.

Many others will gain permanent employment once the project is complete.City dwellers will be treated to a unique facility that offers such amenities as sailing and sport fishing. An amphitheatre for hire will be available to the civil society, especially religious groups.

According to the plan, the new dam will have decorated walkways, a modern shopping mall with rental stalls, restaurants and pubs amid musical water fountains.

"The project should be self-sustaining. We shall achieve this by making use of the fees charged for the services offered," said Ndede.

A board of trustees will run NDTI with offices at the city centre. Notables in the management team include Roads and Public Works Minister Raila Odinga, who is also the interim patron.

However, the plan still has many challenges. Unless all the land grabbed form the dam reserve is returned, expenses of the project might double, warned Ndede.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Independent (Jo’burg)

Long way to Oslo for 'mother of trees'

December 10 2004 at 02:55PM

The Norwegian Nobel Committee's decision to give this year's peace prize to an environmentalist was not entirely uncontroversial.

The Economist newspaper wrote after the announcement in October that "Ms Maathai's work, though admirable, is only distantly related to the prevention of war. There is little evidence that environmental factors cause full-scale wars".

As an example, the newspaper wrote that "planting trees in Darfur would not have saved its people".

Wangari Maathai herself, when talking to reporters in the Kenyan capital Nairobi recently, called the decision "a historic shift".

'If you don't have anything there, leave me alone'

"This was the first time they (the Nobel committee) recognised the linkage between environment, democracy and peace".

The head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, said Maathai "keenly understands and champions the links between a healthy environment and its role in overcoming poverty and helping to deliver a more stable and peaceful world".

Maathai, born in 1940 in the town of Nyeri in the foothills of Mount Kenya, showed early on that she was a force to be reckoned with. From a modest upbringing, she went on to become the first woman in East Africa to achieve a PhD (in biology), and then the first woman to head a university department in Kenya.

Fitting then, that she would become the first black African woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize.

All the "firsts" apparently became too much for her husband, who divorced Maathai in the 1980s, saying she was "too educated, too strong, too successful, too stubborn and too hard to control".

'I could indulge, yes, but how many cups of tea can I drink?'

In 1977, Maathai, nicknamed Mama Miti, or Mother of Trees, founded the Green Belt Movement, which has planted about 30 million trees in Africa.

The movement operates at grassroots level, and 90 percent of its members are women, who are paid to plant trees in their immediate environment. The tree-planting scheme has since expanded into a community development programme, and has been studied by several other African countries.

Maathai has said that "the biggest impact of the Green Belt Movement is the sense of hope and power it gives to ordinary women. The women respond so quickly to a common cause as they see it as a way to help the community at large".

Today, the organisation says it runs 600 community networks that take care of 6 000 tree nurseries across Kenya. With her staunch fight for the environment, Maathai was a thorn in the flesh of the long-ruling government of former president Daniel Moi, whose party lost control in the 2002 elections.

In 1991, she fought the government's plan to put up a 62-story building in a park in central Nairobi.

At the time, president Moi declared in a veiled reference to her that it was un-African and unimaginable for a woman to challenge men. A member of parliament threatened her with circumcision if she ever set foot in his district.

"I'm sick and tired of men who are so incompetent that every time they feel the heat because women are challenging them, they have to check their genitalia to reassure themselves. The issues I'm dealing with require the utilisation of what's above the neck. If you don't have anything there, leave me alone," Maathai responded.

On other occasions, during environment or human rights demonstrations, she has been both beaten unconscious and detained.

When she was made assistant environment minister in the new government in 2003, she said "At least I don't have to spend days in police cells. It is quite amusing when I meet the same policemen who were running after me with clubs and bullets. Now they are very respectful and they are saluting wherever I go."

During a discussion on the concept of peace earlier this month, Maatahi was asked by reporters whether she believes the world is becoming more peaceful.

"Peace can only be achieved when people decide they want peace. As long as there are people who want more, want power, men will also find a reason to go to war," she said, and quoted Mahatma Gandhi: "There is enough in the world for everyone's need, but not for everyone's greed".

The money that goes with the prize, which will be presented in Oslo, Norway on Friday (about 7,8-million), has received a lot of attention in Kenyan media since the award was announced in October. The first question from many reporters was "What will you do with the money?".

After having given the standard answer about funding environment programmes, the professor and assistant minister, who still lives in a modest working class neighbourhood and drives a van, said: "I could indulge, yes, but how many cups of tea can I drink?"
____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

Nobel prize brings new challenges for Maathai

December 13 2004 at 09:15AM

By Sally Archibald

Johannesburg - Wangari Maathai, the civil activist and politician, now has another role to fill: Nobel peace prize winner.

The Kenyan was officially awarded the prize on Friday at a ceremony in Oslo.

Thrust suddenly into the limelight like never before, the 64-year-old Kikuyu woman has taken it all on with grace and good humour.

'It is important to teach people of the link between the environment and governance'

"I have had to turn down some public appearances so as to get some shopping in," Maathai joked to journalists in Nairobi last month. "I am told it is very cold in Oslo. I need blankets."

Maathai has always been an outspoken fighter for the environment but now she has been given a much wider audience, and a much louder microphone.

Since the award was announced in October she has been inundated with invitations, requests for money, and - surely most exhausting of all - requests for her opinion about anything from global warming to the HIV/Aids epidemic.

It must surely be quite disconcerting to have one's opinion blazoned in headlines across the world when one is accustomed to having to fight tooth-and-nail for attention, but the feisty woman has a message, and she is delighted to be given the chance to get it across.

The rest of the world is ready to support us. They are applauding our efforts," she says, as if the award had been given to the whole of Africa, instead of just to her.

'She's just utterly genuine'

Maathai's message, unlike that of many outspoken Africans, is that solutions must come from within the continent. That it is up to Africans to improve their livelihoods, their environment, and to resolve their conflicts.

"We make excuses. We say we are poor: Don't feel you can't do things. You can do a lot with little things," she entreated. "We should challenge ourselves."

Maathai sets an example for many reasons: being a woman, and African, an environmentalist, and someone who lived and worked in civil society.

She makes no bones about using this to make her points - sending gentle jibes to African leaders who are "mostly men".

"We (women) give them children to nurture, not to send to war," she says.

Wangari herself was divorced by her husband for being "too educated, too strong, too successful, too stubborn, and too hard to control," but she doesn't seem to hold a grudge.

As well as single-handedly starting the "green-belt movement" - a reforesting programme that has now spread across the continent - she has also studied environmental science in Kenya and abroad.

She was imprisoned by the previous government - headed by Daniel arap Moi, who found her a nasty thorn in his side.

Many great African leaders have received the award in their time: Nelson Mandela, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Kofi Annan, and Albert Luthuli, to mention but a few.

However, perhaps Maathai's most valuable role as the Nobel prize winner will be her ability to make global issues relevant to the rural African people she has spent most of her time working with.

Maathai was a surprise announcement for the Nobel prize - not least the present government of Kenya, which made her deputy minister of the environment but has not given her much recognition.

However she is not just a token.

In choosing her the committee was also indicating that they recognise peace and environmental sustainability were inextricably related, she argues.

"The Nobel peace prize usually goes to people who are trying to reduce conflict, but the majority of wars in Africa are fought over natural resources. There is a big connection between quality of life, the way you manage your environment, and the way you govern yourself."

It sounds simple, but it seems to have taken the world an awfully long time to recognise this.

Prizes are generally given for achievements, but with a Nobel Peace Prize many of the challenges are yet to come. So with Maathai, who was suddenly expected to pronounce knowledgeably on any matter from the war in Iraq to Climate Change.

While her body guard struggles to protect her from the crush of people outside the conference hall of the United Nations Environmental Programme buildings in Nairobi last month she listens cheerfully to the barrage of questions.

She thinks before she answers, fashioning a response not out from a stock-pile of platitudes, like many more world-weary public figures, but from the information and experiences she has available.

There have been some hiccups. Her suggestion, in a press conference a day after receiving her award, that Aids was a biological weapon of mass destruction, resulted in derision from across the globe.

Her subsequent comments were more restrained.

There were rumours that Maathai was planing to retire from Kenyan politics, due to frustration with the government's stalling over a key environmental bill, but she is not making any pronouncements yet.

"Some people preferred it when I was in civil society, because I was making noise all the time. I can't be making noise now. I would be complaining to myself," she laughs.

Her plans for the prize money - which is around R10-million - are varied.

"I will establish a foundation. Some (of the money) will go towards supporting my work. Some towards cultivating and helping to preserve biodiversity, some towards education. It is important to teach people of the link between the environment, governance, peace and development."

"She's humorous, she's brilliant. She's just utterly genuine," says film-maker Lisa Jane Merton who, with her husband, was lucky enough to be making a documentary on Maathai at the time when her nomination for the prize was announced. Their footage is now in demand all over the world. – Sapa

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Radio Singapore International

Phasing out leaded gasoline 

December 10, 2004
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In Indonesian Mediawatch this week, we look at Indonesia’s decision to phase out leaded gasoline. Welcome to the programme. 

The United Nations Environment Programme is spearheading a partnership to promote clean fuels and vehicles; this seventy-strong partnership is composed of governments, the private sector, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations. We would like to congratulate the Indonesian government and support its recent decision to phase-out leaded gasoline nationwide. 

Thus begins an article in the Jakarta Post written by Rob de Jong, an expert at the United Nations Environment Programme dealing with clean fuels and vehicles. Writing in his personal capacity he clarifies some issues on the phasing out of lead. 

Lead has traditionally been added to fuel as an "anti-knocking" agent to enhance smoother engine operation through an increase of the fuel's octane rating. However, research into various vehicle models and types have proven that they can all run perfectly well without lead as an additive in gasoline and operate without any problems. 

There have been claims of wear and tear problems associated with the use of unleaded gas, but investigations have shown that these are unfounded. 

On the contrary, these modern unleaded fuels are better for your engine as they don't deposit lead on the various engine parts and so save on maintenance costs. A less frequent need to change spark plugs is an example of this. 

So what are the potential dangers of leaded fuel? For one, it can affect health adversely. 

Data on the toxic effects of lead on health and the environment is overwhelming and readily available; these include reduced brain development in children and irreversible damage to the kidney and liver, often resulting in the failure of the organ, in adults. 

In the developing world today, many countries refine their own fuel and take measures to ensure that lead is not an additive in gasoline refining. On the connection between unleaded fuel and air pollution in Asia, the writer notes. 

The air pollution problems in Asian cities are well known and documented. It is believed that the majority of Asian cities don't have an acceptable level of outdoor air quality. The WHO estimates that 4 to 8 percent of deaths in the Asia and the Pacific region are attributed to air pollution. This translates to some 487,000 people annually. 

Citing specific examples he adds. 

India for example spends US$100 billion a year on treatment of diseases caused by air pollution; the cost of air pollution in China is estimated at 7 percent of Gross domestic product and is estimated to grow to 13 percent of GDP by 2020. While there are many sources that contribute to air pollution in cities, the main contributor is the motor vehicle. There are technologies used worldwide to reduce the emissions of vehicles; the catalytic converter can reduce these emissions that include carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides and unburnt hydrocarbons by some 90 percent. 

However, one needs unleaded fuel in order to use the catalytic converter which is now standard equipment on most motor vehicles. 

So, in effect, the removal of lead is not only of benefit because of the toxic qualities of lead, but unleaded gasoline would allow for the use of catalytic converters in vehicles which would in turn result in a drastic improvement of overall air quality in cities and towns. 

There are other benefits of changing to unleaded fuel. 

To illustrate the economic and environmental benefits of going unleaded, the World Bank studied the case of the United States: It was found that for every $1 invested in the phase-out effort, $10 was saved in medical costs and resulted in increased productivity and environmental health. In this light, there are no economic justifications for a delay in the phase-out of lead in gasoline. 

Today about 90 percent of the world is unleaded, and the remaining countries are making efforts to phase-out leaded gasoline. Indonesia is one of the last countries in Asia to still use leaded gasoline. And hence this suggestion. 

There is an urgent need to phase-out leaded fuel in Indonesia because of economic, technical and environmental reasons. 

This has been Indonesian Mediawatch.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
AFP

Maathai, 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, fights for environment

	


NAIROBI (AFP) Dec 10, 2004
Nobel Peace Prize winner, Kenyan ecologist Wangari Maathai, 64, who on Friday accepted the award in Oslo with a speech lauding a clean, sustainable environment as a key to peace, has spent much of her life defending Africa's forests.

"There can be no peace without equitable development and there can be no development without sustainable management of the environment in a democratic and peaceful space. This shift is an idea whose time has come," said Maathai, the first environmentalist to receive the prestigious prize.

Maathai is also the first African woman and Kenyan to receive the Nobel peace prize, and was the first woman in east and central Africa to earn a PhD.

Maathai, who has since last year served as Kenya's assistant minister for the environment and natural resources, said Friday that "industry and global institutions must appreciate that ensuring economic justice, equity and ecological integrity are of greater value than profits at any cost."

In 1977 she founded the Green Belt Movement by planting nine trees in her yard. The organisation has since that humble beginning planted 30 million trees and employed and educated tens of thousands of women.

However, the cause frequently brought Maathai into confict with corrupt authorities and their tough security forces.

She took her bruises and spells in police cells, notably in 1999 during massive protests on the streets of Nairobi against the grabbing of a forest on the outskirts of Nairobi, ironically just next to the headquarters of the United Nations Environment Programme.

That episode brought praise from UN Secretary General Kofi Annan.

She has served as African co-president of debt-cancellation lobby group Jubilee 2000 and directed the Kenyan Red Cross for much of the 1970s, as well as being a member of the UN Advisory Board on Disarmament and sitting on the boards of several international environmental organisations.

Her efforts have won her many other awards, such as Woman of the World in 1989 and Time Magazine's "Hero of the Planet" in 1998. In 1995 she was inducted into the International Women's Hall of Fame.

In the early 1990s, Maathai added her weight to demands for a return to pluralist democracy in Kenya, which was then a one-party state autocratically ruled by Daniel arap Moi.

She rallied to the defence of women whose sons were languishing in detention. On one occasion, the police's heavy-handed repression left her unconscious.

By then she had already made enemies in Moi's regime by opposing plans involving disgraced late British tycoon Robert Maxwell to build a 62-storey skyscraper in Uhuru Park, the only sizeable green space in central Nairobi, whose name means "freedom" or "independence" in Swahili.

"I just do my work with all my heart," Maathai, a household name in Kenya, once told reporters.

She bowed to public pressure to run in the 1987 presidential election, but neither campaigned seriously nor released a manifesto. The party whose ticket she held withdrew her from the race without telling her just days before the poll. 

But in 2002, when Moi's party was roundly defeated by an opposition coalition, voters in her constituency at the foot of Mount Kenya returned her to parliament with a landslide victory.

Maathai was born in Kenya in 1940 and later studied in the US, earning degrees in biology. After earning her doctorate from Nairobi University, she went on to become the first woman at the college to hold a professorship.

She was once married to a politician who abandoned her and three children and later divorced her on the grounds that she was "too educated, too strong, too successful, too stubborn and too hard to control."

____________________________________________________________________________________________
ABS-CBN News

Exquisite timing

VANTAGE POINT 


By LUIS TEODORO


It was in the context of a long history of past and ongoing mining disasters that the Supreme Court reversed itself. The recent floods and mudslides gave that decision additional significance. 


The timing, though unintended, could not have been any more exquisite. A week after the Supreme Court ruled that 100-percent foreign-owned companies could exploit Philippine mineral resources under the Mining Act of 1995 came the twin typhoons “Winnie” and “Yoyong,” devastating vast areas of Luzon through widespread flooding and mudslides.

Last week’s disaster has been correctly blamed on the ecological destruction caused by logging. The Supreme Court’s own, disastrous ruling of the week before was of a piece with that disaster, in that large-scale mining, together with logging, has also been blamed for environmental disasters on a scale to rival last week’s as well as that which devastated Ormoc, Leyte, in 1991, when the denudation of surrounding mountains caused a flash flood that killed 5,000 people.

A group of scientists from the University of the Philippines has, in fact, warned that the “large-scale plunder of Philippine natural resources results in areas that are susceptible to environmental imbalance. . .”

“Allowing the entry of wholly-owned foreign corporations. . . ,” declared the scientists’ group Agham, “[will] aggravate the worsening environmental situation in the country.” In apparent reference to several high-profile ecological disasters in which large-scale mining was the culprit, Agham noted that some mining companies “are already liable for the rapid destruction of the Philippine environment.”

Among those disasters of recent vintage was the Marcopper-Placer Dome mine-tailing catastrophe of 1993, when a dam built by that company collapsed in Marinduque, dumping four million metric tons of mine waste and tailings into the rivers, as well as surrounding areas. The result was the death of the river system, the loss of livelihood among hundreds of thousands of people, their exposure to short- and long-term health risks (mine tailings are often toxic), and the wholesale destruction of the environment, including the inundation of croplands

The United Nations Environment Program sent a team of experts to Marinduque in 1996 to assess the impact of the disaster. The team concluded that the Makulapnit and Boac river system “has been significantly degraded as to be considered an environmental disaster; . . .the aquatic life, productivity and beneficial use of the rivers for domestic and agricultural purposes are totally lost…;” and “the coastal bottom communities adjacent to the mouth of the Boac River are also significantly degraded as a direct result of smothering by the mine tailings.”

While “there is no evidence of acute poisoning in the exposed population due to the mine tailings,” the UN team pointed out that “there is an increased health and safety risk due to immersion and flooding as a result of the very large volume and physical properties of the mine tailings. . . .”

Another mining company, Lepanto Consolidaterd Mining, has been blamed for, among other environmental offenses, a fish kill in the Abra River which occurred in 2003, allegedly as a result of effluents from the firm’s operations. The effluents have been blamed for health problems among the people living along the river from Benguet to Ilocos Sur and Abra, as well as for the destruction of the ecosystem and people’s livelihoods, among them fishing and agriculture. (Interestingly, Lepanto has also been accused of using the local police against its own workers.)

Both companies are partly foreign-owned. Lepanto has denied responsibility for that particular episode, and describes itself as a “socially responsible company,” while Marcopper has ascribed the Marinduque disaster to natural causes.

The fact is that ecological disasters do attend large-scale mining, given its methods, which have led to the collapse of areas above the extensive tunnels they dig, or to above-ground devastation caused by open-pit mining.

The effects of the 1990 earthquake that devastated Baguio and surrounding areas were aggravated by mining in areas below the city and in their surroundings. Mine tailings from the operations of such companies as Benquet Consolidated have also allegedly found their way into Lingayen Gulf, where fish have yielded high levels of mercury, a heavy metal residue of mining operations.

It was in the context of a long history of past and ongoing mining disasters that, to begin with, the Supreme Court reversed itself. The floods and mudslides of the following week gave that decision additional significance in view of concerns among environmental and other groups over the escalating cost in lives and property and long-term consequences of the massive destruction of the Philippine environment.

The decision took the greatest pains to explain the Court’s reversal of its own January 27 ruling, which had declared the Act unconstitutional, by asserting that the Philippine Constitution “should be read in broad, life-giving strokes [and] should not be used to strangulate economic growth or to serve narrow, parochial interests…”

“Rather. . . [should the Constitution be] construed to grant the President and Congress sufficient discretion and reasonable leeway to enable them to attract foreign investment, as well as to secure for our people and our posterity the blessings of prosperity and peace.”

Strange words these, which (1) ascribed to such activities as the large-scale, environmentally disastrous mining operations favored by multinationals “life-giving” attributes; (2) dismissed the Constitution’s emphasis on preserving the national patrimony as “strangulat[ing] economic growth”; and (3) implied that the very same orientation serves “narrow, parochial interests.”

Far from “life-giving,” the operations of mining companies have, in fact, been life-taking, in many instances quite literally, even as they “strangulate” the livelihoods of the people in Philippine communities. And they do also serve the “narrow, parochial interests” of anonymous stockholders who couldn’t care less about who lives or dies in some place so remote they can’t even imagine it.

The decision also assumed that attracting foreign investments is sound policy, despite its having been in place for the last 50 years—during which time it has failed to “secure for our people and our posterity the blessings of prosperity and peace.”

Like another Court—that one headed by Enrique Fernando which in 1972 refused to rule on the legality of Ferdinand Marcos’s declaration of martial rule—the Davide Court also refused to accept responsibility over “presidential power,” although this time that power consists “of control over the exploration, development and utilization” of the country’s natural resources rather than that of placing the country under martial law.

But while pretending to be above regulating presidential power, this Court declared in the same breath that its decision was meant to support the executive department’s claims that the involvement of foreign companies in mining would “jump-start our floundering economy” by extracting “some $840 billion in mineral wealth lying hidden in the ground. . . .”

In an astounding non sequitur (a conclusion its premises cannot justify), the justices also said that while this would be achieved—implying that the $840 billion would somehow end up in Filipino bank accounts or in the form of food on tables and clothes on Filipino backs rather than in the profit columns of foreign firms—it would also “enhance our nationalistic aspirations, protect our indigenous communities, and prevent irreversible ecological damage!”

The Court then intoned in its best magisterial manner that “verily, the mineral wealth and natural resources [of the Philippines] are meant to benefit not merely a select group of people living in areas locally affected by mining activities, but the entire Filipino nation.”

The phrase “a select group of people” alludes to community complaints against the impact of mining on the health, livelihoods and lives in general of populations close to mining operations. The Court was actually saying that these concerns are of no moment, because they involve “merely a select group of people” rather than “the entire Filipino nation.”

By the same token, the Court should also dismiss the disasters in Quezon as involving merely a “select group of people” rather than the entire nation, given its mistaken assumption that the benefit of the “the entire nation” is an abstraction rather than the sum of its component communities’ health, welfare and livelihood.

Maybe the honorable justices can tell the people of Quezon who have lost not only their homes and farms, but also their wives, husbands, parents and children that because they are “merely a select group of people” and not the entire nation, their woes do not and should not matter in the calculations of this country’s decision-makers. After all, by implication did they already say that to the people of Marinduque, Benguet, Ilocos Sur and Abra, so what’s one province more?

ANSA

ONU auspicia película sobre tiburones

NACIONES  UNIDAS  (ANSA). ?El Programa de las Naciones Unidas  para  el  Medio  Ambiente  (PNUMA)  ha decidido auspiciar una  película  tridimensional  sobre  tiburones  realizada  por el  explorador marino Jean-Michel Cousteau.                       

 "La  población  de  algunas variedades de tiburones se redujo  casi  80%  durante  los  últimos  10  años",  advirtió  Klaus  Toepfer, director ejecutivo del PNUMA, al subrayar el mensaje 

 de protección de la especie que lleva el largometraje.        

 Agregó  que  actualmente la prioridad es, además de frenar la  disminución del número de tiburones, rehabilitar la imagen de  estos animales entre el público en general.                   

 En  este  sentido,  explicó Toepfer, "la película es el medio  ideal  para  alcanzar  a  una  audiencia  amplia y cambiar la  percepción del tiburón que tiene la gente".                   

 Del  mismo  modo, el formato hará que la gente vea al tiburón  en  su  hábitat  natural  y  que  deje de lado el concepto de  devorador  de  personas.  Así,  se  percivirá  como un animal  fascinante que se encuentra en peligro, señaló el titular del  PNUMA.   

Por  su  parte,  Cousteau  ?hijo  del legendario investigador  Jacques Cousteau? destacó la importancia de la película en la  educación  del  público para que colabore con la preservación 

 de la vida marítima en general.                               

 La  filmación tomó nueve meses y 500 horas de buceo en sitios  como  la  Isla  Guadalupe,  y el Mar de Cortés, en México; la  Isla Malpelo, en Colombia, y el Mar Rojo.                                                                          

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kenyan collects Nobel peace prize 
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Professor Maathai is also vocal on women's rights


Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai has been presented with the Nobel Peace Prize for 2004 at a ceremony in Oslo. 
Professor Maathai, also Kenya's deputy environment minister, is the first African woman and environmentalist to win the prestigious award. 
The 64-year-old was honoured for her campaign to save Africa's trees and for promoting social, economic and cultural reforms that are ecologically viable. 
She was described as an example for all Africans seeking democracy and peace. 
Green belt 
"There can be no peace without equitable development and there can be no development without sustainable management of the environment in a democratic and peaceful space. 
"This shift is an idea whose time has come," said Prof Maathai in her acceptance speech. 
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	HAVE YOUR SAY 
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It is another example which shows that women can create a positive impact beyond their communities 

Sasha Henriques, Jamaica 
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Send a comment 


"Industry and global institutions must appreciate that ensuring economic justice, equity and ecological integrity are of greater value than profits at any cost." 
Introducing her at the prize-giving ceremony, Nobel committee chairman Ole Mjoes said that conflicts such as in the Middle East and Sudan's Darfur region had their roots in competition for natural resources. 
"Environmental protection has become yet another path to peace... There are connections between peace on the one hand and an environment on the other in which scarce resources such as oil, water, minerals and timber are quarrelled over," he said. 
Prof Maathai is the founder of the Green Belt Movement, which has planted 20-30 million trees in Africa to counter forest loss and slow the spread of the deserts. 
The movement went on to campaign on education, nutrition and other issues important to women. 
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Trees can galvanise people, Maathai says


She was elected as an MP in Kenya in 2002, and became deputy environment minister in 2003. 
Prof Maathai beat a record 194 nominations, including former chief United Nations weapons inspector Hans Blix and the head of the UN energy watchdog, Mohamed ElBaradei, to win the prize. 
She picked up a cheque for 10 million Swedish Kronor ($1.4m), a gold medal and a diploma at the prize-giving ceremony in Oslo's city hall. 
The event is being held on the anniversary of the death of Swedish philanthropist Alfred Nobel, who launched the peace prize in 1901. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Nobel Winner Maathai Sounds Alarm Over Planet

NORWAY: December 13, 2004

OSLO - Calling humanity a threat to the planet, Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai urged democratic reform and an end to corporate greed after becoming the first African woman to collect the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday.

She said sweeping changes were needed to restore a "world of beauty and wonder" by overcoming challenges ranging from AIDS to climate instability.

Maathai founded a campaign that has planted 30 million trees across Africa in a bid to slow deforestation.

"Activities that devastate the environment and societies continue unabated," Maathai, Kenya's deputy environment minister, said in a Nobel acceptance speech at a glittering ceremony in Oslo City Hall.

"Today we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system," Maathai, 64, told an audience of about 1,000 people including Norway's King Harald and Queen Sonja.

"I call on leaders, especially in Africa, to expand democratic space and build fair and just societies," she said.

"Further, industry and global institutions must appreciate that ensuring economic justice, equity and ecological integrity are of greater value than profits at any cost," she said. She said grassroots citizens' movements should be encouraged.

Maathai collected a gold Nobel medal and a diploma to a standing ovation. She separately receives a check for 10 million Swedish crowns ($1.48 million).

The Nobel Prizes were set up in the 1895 will of Swedish philanthropist Alfred Nobel, 10 years before Norway won independence from Sweden.

HEAL THE EARTH

Maathai will use the cash to expand her Green Belt Movement around the world.

"We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds and in the process heal our own," she said.

Her tree-planting movement, led mostly by women, aims to produce firewood, building materials and to slow deforestation. Kenya has lost about 90 percent of its forests in the past 50 years.

The movement also works for women's rights, democracy and peace.

Maathai said a stream where she used to see frogs and tadpoles as a child 50 years ago had dried up. "The challenge is to restore the home of the tadpoles and give back to our children a world of beauty and wonder," she said.

Maathai dismissed critics who say environmentalism has too little to do with peace to warrant the Nobel accolade.

"The state of any country's environment is a reflection of the kind of governance in place, and without good governance there can be no peace," she said.

"This year, the Norwegian Nobel Committee has evidently broadened its definition of peace still further," said committee chairman Ole Danbolt Mjoes, noting past prizes to politicians, anti-communist dissidents or human rights workers.

In an interview with Reuters, Maathai brushed aside her past suggestions that the deadly AIDS virus might have been the result of a laboratory experiment gone awry.

"I really don't know. I really don't have any idea. I'm not an expert in this field," she said. She also denied suggesting that scientists might have created the virus as a biological weapon against Africans.

Prizes for physics, chemistry, medicine, literature and economics were handed out in Stockholm on Friday. ($1=6.769 Swedish Crown)

Story by Inger Sethov

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Reuters

'After Kyoto' Takes Centre Stage at Climate Talks

ARGENTINA: December 13, 2004

BUENOS AIRES - The Kyoto agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions doesn't take effect for two months, but climate change negotiators are already fixated on what happens when it expires in 2012.

Getting the United States into the fold has been the focus of much talk in the first days of the 12-day UN climate change conference in Buenos Aires. US President George W. Bush pulled out of Kyoto in 2001 and negotiators are trying to involve the United States in planning now for a new agreement after Kyoto.

While British Prime Minister Tony Blair is reportedly urging Bush to rejoin international efforts on climate change, diplomats in Buenos Aires are also extending an olive branch to their US colleagues.

"The United States is responsible for 36 percent of emissions of industrialized countries or 25 percent of the global total. So if you want to make a push you have to go for 100 percent," said Raul Estrada, head of the host Argentina delegation.

Estrada, who was chairman of the 1997 conference in Kyoto that created the protocol, has proposed two seminars for next year and already has the support of the European Union, the heavyweight in global climate talks.

"By having this broad discussion, I think we are offering them (the United States) an opportunity to participate and we would be very keen to see them do that," Yvo de Boer, head of the EU delegation.

Since the conference opened Monday, the United States has made its position clear: it has chosen a "different path" from Kyoto and will continue to focus on a domestic emissions program to 2012 that does not threaten economic growth.

On Friday, it voiced its clear opposition to the seminar proposals.

"We felt they were very tightly linked to the start of a post-2012 negotiating process and we believe it is premature to start such activity," US delegation head Harlan Watson said in an interview.

The UN talks go to a higher level on Wednesday, when 80 environment ministers meet for three days.

'TALKING ABOUT TALKING'

While seminars may sound small in the grand scheme of climate change talks, many negotiators say the proposal is a refreshing look forward.

They note that climate change talks were practically paralyzed for the last three years, since the United States pulled out of Kyoto and before Russia ratified the protocol last month, allowing it to go into force on Feb. 16.

"The seminars would be a big step. It would be the first formal opportunity to exchange views on the future ... in the last three to four years," said a UK negotiator, who asked not to be identified.

Developing countries, which were excluded from Kyoto, would also benefit from the seminars, the negotiator said.

Industrialized countries are required under Kyoto to cut their greenhouse gas emissions by 5 percent in 2012 versus 1990 levels. But even the staunchest backers say it is just a first small step in the fight against global warming.

Environmental activists at the conference expressed frustration with the slow pace and the seminar proposals.

"I think it is a sad comment that it is the best we can do at this point," said Steve Sawyer, climate and energy specialist for Greenpeace.

The EU's De Boer recognized that the man on the street "might wonder why we are having endless discussions talking about talking about the future."

"But to really embark on the next phase of discussions which we know will have much greater implications (than Kyoto), is very significant," he added.

Story by Mary Milliken

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Developing Giants Under Pressure on Climate Change

ARGENTINA: December 14, 2004

BUENOS AIRES - While developing nations China, Brazil and India grow at break-neck pace with their burgeoning industry and farming, industrialized countries want them to clean up the dirty practices that have made them some of the world's biggest polluters.

China is the second producer of greenhouse gases, behind the United States, thanks to an industrial boom based on coal-burning energy. Brazil is estimated to be ranked sixth because of the carbon dioxide produced by the burning of the Amazon forest to clear land for soy, and India, also reliant on coal, is the fifth-largest source of the heat-trapping gases.

At the Dec. 6-17 UN conference on climate change in Buenos Aires, negotiators and activists aim to get developing countries on board for the next stage of reducing emissions after the Kyoto protocol concludes in 2012.

Developing countries were excluded from the 1997 Kyoto agreement because they argued that curbs on emissions would thwart much needed growth for their large, poor populations. Their exclusion was one of the reasons the United States declined to sign Kyoto.

But between 1990 and 2000, energy-related carbon dioxide emissions grew by 69 percent in India, 57 percent in Brazil and 33 percent in China.

"If India, China and Brazil replicate our pattern of fossil-intensive development, the game is over," said Alden Meyer, director of the US-based Union of Concerned Scientists.

Steve Sawyer, climate and energy specialist for Greenpeace, says these countries need to "decarbonize" their economies and move toward cleaner energy and more efficient manufacturing.

"This will be one of the key features of a post-2012 regime," Sawyer said.

China and Brazil took a step forward at the conference by jointly presenting their inventories on greenhouse gas emissions. India did the same six months ago.

At the presentation Friday, Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UN body dealing with climate change, called China and Brazil "two strong pillars of our climate change process."

GROWTH IS THEIR PRIORITY

But the developing nations are expected to stick together and put up a fight on any international initiative that might hit growth, their key to alleviating poverty.

Brazil's science and technology minister, Eduardo Campos, said last week that the responsibility of slowing global warming "substantially" falls on rich countries.

Diplomats here debate how to give the developing countries incentives to participate in a post-Kyoto deal. Curbs on emissions, like the five percent cut required of Kyoto countries by 2012, would put them off, as would trade sanctions.

Activists say the European Union, the leader in these climate change talks, holds the key to bringing them into the fold.

"The EU has to engage these countries and make it clear that they are not trying to impose measures that would hurt their economies," said Meyer.

Conference host country Argentina and the EU are pushing for an agreement specifically for developing countries -- a package of financial incentives and technology transfers to promote their adaptation to climate change.

That might be one of the few breakthroughs of this conference, marred by the United States' refusal to participate in the Kyoto protocol that goes into force in February or in any talks for after 2012.

(Additional reporting by Juana Casas)

Story by Mary Milliken

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

____________________________________________________________________________________________
The International Herald Tribune

December 11, 2004 Saturday

HEADLINE: Nobel laureate seeks to defuse HIV remarks;Kenyan rejects idea of anti-African plot

 
BODY:
As she prepared to receive the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday, the Kenyan environmental activist Wangari Maathai tried to defuse a controversy over African news reports that quote her as saying "evil-minded scientists" in the developed world had intentionally created the AIDS virus to decimate the African population.

The 64-year-old biologist, whose Green Belt Movement is credited with partially reforesting the Kenyan landscape, said that her recent statements about AIDS and the HIV virus had been taken out of context.

She said she had meant only to pose alternative theories about the epidemic's origin to counter the belief by some despairing Kenyans that AIDS was a curse from God.

"We in Africa don't really understand the disease yet," she said in an interview. "We just know we're dying from it." 

In a written statement issued by the Norwegian Nobel Committee, Maathai said she was "shocked by the ongoing debate" and added, "It is therefore critical for me to state that I neither say nor believe that the virus was developed by white people or white powers in order to destroy the African people. Such views are wicked and destructive."

But the statement also said: "I am sure the scientists will continue their search for concluding evidence so that the view, which continues to be quite widespread, that the tragedy could have been caused by biological experiments that failed terribly in a laboratory somewhere, can be put to rest."

The Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS estimates that sub-Saharan Africans account for more than 60 percent of the 39 million people worldwide who are infected by the human immunodeficiency virus, or HIV, which is linked to AIDS. The most prominent scientific theory about its origin is that a virus common in African apes mutated naturally and passed to humans in the mid-20th century before igniting a pandemic in the 1980s.

Among dissenting theories, rejected by the vast majority of establishment scientists, is one by a British journalist, Edward Hooper, suggesting that HIV emerged from a well-intentioned project by American and Belgian researchers to develop a polio vaccine in the Congo in the 1950s. According to the Nairobi-based East African Standard newspaper, Maathai has gone much further, likening AIDS to a "biological weapon."

"Do not be naive," Maathai was reported to have told participants at an AIDS workshop in her home city of Nyeri on Aug. 30. "AIDS is not a curse from God to Africans or the black people. It is a tool to control them designed by some evil-minded scientists, but we may not know who particularly did."

On Oct. 9 -- a day after the Norwegian Nobel Committee named Maathai as the 2004 peace laureate for her part in planting an estimated 30 million trees -- the same newspaper quoted her as saying, "I may not be able to say who developed the virus, but it was meant to wipe out the black race."

Amos Kareithi, the East African Standard reporter who wrote the story and another the day after Maathai was named the laureate, said in a telephone interview on Thursday, "I will not back off even a single word. What I wrote was the truth."

The reported comments caused a stir in Norway, where the credibility of the peace prize is a matter of national pride. Stig Froeland, a professor of immunology at Norway's national research hospital, Rikshospitalet, said that making Maathai a laureate could "give fuel to all these murky areas and conspiratorial hypotheses."

Nobel officials have declined to comment on the controversy. But when asked on Thursday whether the committee had known in advance about Maathai's reported views on AIDS, the committee chairman, Ole Danbolt Mjoes, said, "We did not."

Maathai, the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize, was frequently jailed for her efforts to protect Kenya's environment and stimulate local democracy during the long reign of President Daniel arap Moi, who left office in 2002.

Maathai was elected to the Kenyan Parliament that year, and she now serves as assistant minister for the environment.
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BBC Monitoring Africa - Political
December 11, 2004, Saturday

HEADLINE: Kenyan paper lauds Maathai's common touch in linking peace, environment

 
BODY:
Text of editorial entitled "Vision that's made Maathai green icon" published by Kenyan newspaper The Standard web site on 11 December

The difference between Prof Wangari Maathai and other environmentalists and conservationists around the world is that she long ago realized that democracy, development and sustainable environmental management are all intertwined.

Maathai also came to appreciate earlier than most that management of the environment, democracy and development has a bearing on the fight against poverty and the rights of women and marginalized peoples.

In Maathai's worldview, the environment stands for the resources whose exploitation makes countries rich, but which also leads to degradation which, in turn, causes serious problems for humans, animals and vegetation. 

Because the environment is about resources - including a basic commodity such as water - it was clear to Maathai that it was also bound to be the reason communities, conglomerates and countries would run into conflict.

The connection between peace and the environment was clear and, therefore, Maathai knew that good governance, democracy and development would count for naught if they were viewed or tackled separately.

So when she quit her teaching job at the University of Nairobi and formed the Green Belt Movement in 1977, she knew that her new calling entailed much more than planting trees.

Crucial to her new role was the fact that she would have to provide leadership, not to her educated university colleagues, but to ordinary people, some illiterate, most of them rural, mainly women.

In protesting KANU's plan to build a 60-storey monolith in Uhuru Park in 1989, she was providing leadership, using the plan to draw attention to a raft of issues at a time when dissent was rare under a single-party regime that brooked no criticism. The Nobel committee honoured Maathai with the Peace Prize because she has showed ordinary people how to appreciate the linkage between peace and environment.

In this, Maathai is streets ahead of everybody. Congrats, again, Maathai.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily News (New York) December 12, 2004 Sunday 
Daily News (New York)

HEADLINE: GLITZY GALA HONORS NATURAL HERO Nobel Peace Prize goes to fem environmentalist

 
THE STAR-STUDDED annual Nobel Peace Prize Concert rocked Europe last night, featuring hosts Tom Cruise and Oprah Winfrey and stars from Andrea Bocelli to Cyndi Lauper and Patti Labelle.

Cruise and Winfrey emceed the lavish show in Oslo, held in honor of the peace-prize winner, Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai. 

Maathai, 64, is credited with founding the Green Belt Movement, which has pushed for three decades to empower women, protect the environment and fight corruption in Africa. Her award marked the first Nobel Peace Prize given to an environmentalist. She was honored for fighting poverty by trying to save the continent's shrinking forests.

Winfrey called it a pleasure to honor "the first African woman recipient of one of the most meaningful awards of our time."

"Wangari Maathai is a true inspiration because she uses her life to benefit others, from fervently fighting for women's rights to literally turning the earth to improve living conditions in Africa," Winfrey said.

An enthusiastic Cruise said he was "exceptionally proud" to celebrate Maathai, who's also Kenya's deputy environment minister.

"Wangari is a real example of what one person, determined to help her fellow man, can accomplish," he said. "She has demonstrated that change in conditions can occur simply by one's willingness to roll up their sleeves and do something about it."

The event is scheduled to be shown in the U.S. on Dec. 23 on E! Entertainment Television.

Last year's festivities were hosted by Hollywood husband-and-wife team Michael Douglas and Catherine Zeta-Jones.

ckatz@nydailynews.com

GRAPHIC: REUTERS Talk show host Oprah Winfrey (l.) and R&B singer Patti LaBelle hug screen star Tom Cruise at news conference before yesterday's Nobel Peace Prize Concert, which honored environmentalist Wangari Maathai. Maathai is the first African woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize.
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National Public Radio (NPR)

December 10, 2004 Friday

HEADLINE: Wangari Maathai, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, discusses her environmental work in Kenya

ANCHORS: STEVE INSKEEP, RENEE MONTAGNE
BODY:


STEVE INSKEEP, host:

This is MORNING EDITION from NPR News. I'm Steve Inskeep with Renee Montagne.

Today the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Wangari Maathai of Kenya. She is the first African woman to win the prize for peace and she's also the first environmentalist to win it. In awarding her that prize, the Nobel Committee said Maathai's environmental work promotes peace and good living conditions in Africa. Before she left for today's Nobel ceremony in Oslo, Norway, Wangari Maathai spoke with Renee from Nairobi. 

RENEE MONTAGNE, host:

Upon hearing the news that she had won the Nobel Peace Prize, the first thing that Wangari Maathai did was walk outside and plant a tree.

Ms. WANGARI MAATHAI (Recipient, Nobel Peace Prize): That's the way I do things. When I want to celebrate, I always plant a tree. And so I got an indigenous tree called Nandi flame. It has these beautiful red flowers. When it is in flower it is like it is in flame.

MONTAGNE: With this simple act, Wangari Maathai launched an entire movement aimed at staving off deforestation and making African communities sustainable. In starting the Green Belt Movement more than 25 years ago, Maathai took on an array of powerful business and political interests and found herself in a fight for human rights. But she was up to the challenge. Born in a village in rural Kenya, she went on to study biology and became the first woman in east and central Africa to earn a doctorate. She was eventually elected to parliament, and Maathai has always had an instinct for the symbolic. During one protest against clearing a forest to build luxury houses for Kenya's elite, Wangari Maathai was pistol-whipped by guards, and she made headlines when she signed her police report in the red of her own blood.

But Wangari Maathai's color of choice is green. She and the women of the Green Belt Movement have planted millions of trees.

Ms. MAATHAI: Thirty million trees and counting. When I first started, which was in mid-1970s, I was responding to needs of rural women. Their issues were clean drinking water, firewood, wood to build their shelters, and they needed nutritious food. And everything that they were asking for, I connected to the environment. And I guess it is partly because my background is biological sciences. So I told the women, `But we can plant trees,' and that was really how we started.

MONTAGNE: The work that you've done--it's environmental work, but you've done it in a context of a very authoritarian government; that is, the government of former President Daniel Arap Moi. You have been beaten up there in Kenya for the work you've done. How dangerous has it been for you?

Ms. MAATHAI: Well, it has been dangerous, because I was working, as you say, in a very hostile environment. But I also was lucky to have been an exposed person. I had been to America and I was in America in the '60s. And, you know, there was a lot of education going on in America in the '60s, even though I was there at a time when there was a lot of racial conflicts. And I think that exposure really prepared me for the hard times during the administration of President Moi. I knew that protecting the environment was necessary, and I also came to know that the government was the biggest culprit, because it was the government that was destroying the environment. I knew they were trying to stop me because they wanted to continue exploiting these resources for themselves and deny them the people.

MONTAGNE: When it was announced that you were the winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, there was a fair amount of controversy over giving it to an environmentalist. I mean, the central question was--it's a prize for peace. Lovely as it is, what does environmentalism have to do with that? And what's your answer to that?

Ms. MAATHAI: Well, the kind of work that we are doing is the kind of work that can prevent wars. If you think of it, almost all wars you can immediately think about are being fought over resources. One reason why these resources are not available to all of us equitably is because we don't always apply the principles of democracy and promote equity. It's a new concept of security, a new concept of peace. It's a visionary decision by the committee, and I'm sure that it will help people stop thinking postwar and think prewar.

MONTAGNE: Environmental activist Wangari Maathai of Kenya is the recipient of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize.

Thank you for joining us, and congratulations.

Ms. MAATHAI: Thank you very much for having me on the show.
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HEADLINE: Drums, dancing hail African Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai


BODY:
To the beat of African drums, Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai received her Nobel Peace Prize on Friday, telling the audience of royals, celebrities and diplomats that protecting the world's resources is linked to halting violence.

"Today, we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system," the first African woman and first environmental activist to win the peace prize said.

Maathai, 64, warned that the world remained under attack from disease, deforestation and war.

"We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds, and in the process heal our own, indeed, to embrace the whole creation in all its diversity, beauty and wonder," she told the crowd of dignitaries, including the Norwegian royal family as well as talk show host Oprah Winfrey and Kerry Kennedy, a daughter of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 

"This will happen if we see the need to revive our sense of belonging to a larger family of life, with which we have shared our evolutionary process," said Maathai, who founded the Green Belt Movement. She receiving the traditional gold medal and diploma that accompanies the $1.5 million prize.

Before she took the stage, the usually stodgy ceremony lit up with color and sound as three African dancers and accompanying drummers pounded out a brief piece of African music that echoed off the walls of the large auditorium. Maathai herself wore a brilliant orange traditional dress with a matching scarf in her hair.

In neighboring Sweden, the other Nobel prizes - for medicine, physics, chemistry, literature and economics - were awarded.

Bengt Samuelsson, chairman of the board of the Nobel Foundation, addressed the frequently heard criticism that too few women have received the Nobel Prize over the years. While only 31 of the 705 Nobel Prizes handed out since 1901 have gone to women, Samuelsson pointed out that there were three this year.

Afterward, more than 1,300 guests, including the laureates' relatives, Sweden's royal family, government officials, ambassadors, scientists and business leaders, attended the Nobel banquet.

Absent from Stockholm was the literature prize winner, Elfriede Jelinek of Austria, who cited a social phobia. Although she sent a prerecorded video lecture, she did not send any prepared remarks for the banquet.

Presenting her award, Horace Engdahl, the permanent secretary of the Swedish Academy, said the writer has "given new currency to a heretical feminine tradition and have expanded the art of literature."

Americans Richard Axel and Linda B. Buck won the medicine prize for their work on the sense of smell. Americans David J. Gross, H. David Politzer and Frank Wilczek won the physics prize for their explanation of the force that binds particles inside the atomic nucleus.

The chemistry prize was awarded to Israelis Aaron Ciechanover and Avram Hershko and American Irwin Rose for their work in discovering a process that lets cells destroy unwanted proteins.

Norwegian Finn E. Kydland and American Edward C. Prescott received the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences for shedding light on how government policies and actions affect economies worldwide.

The economics prize was introduced in 1968 and is funded by Sweden's central bank. The other awards are funded by the Nobel Foundation.

Maathai's selection for the peace prize raised eyebrows because of controversy about statements she reportedly made asserting that AIDS was created by scientists and loosed upon Africa by the West.

But she told The Associated Press that the comments were misquoted and taken out of context.

"I have not said what I'm quoted as saying," she said of claims that.

In a statement released by the Nobel committee, she underlined that "I neither say nor believe that the virus was developed by white people or white powers in order to destroy the African people. Such views are wicked and destructive."

The Nobel Prizes are always presented on Dec. 10, the anniversary of the death of their creator, Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel. The peace prize is presented in Oslo, while the others are awarded in Stockholm. Last year, the peace prize was given to Iranian human rights activist Shirin Ebadi. Former President Jimmy Carter received it in 2002.
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The New York Times

December 10, 2004 Friday 
HEADLINE: Trees For Democracy

BYLINE: By Wangari Maathai. 

Wangari Maathai, the 2004 winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, is Kenya's assistant minister for environment and natural resources and the founder of the Green Belt Movement.

DATELINE: Nairobi, Kenya 

BODY:


WHEN I was growing up in Nyeri in central Kenya, there was no word for desert in my mother tongue, Kikuyu. Our land was fertile and forested. But today in Nyeri, as in much of Africa and the developing world, water sources have dried up, the soil is parched and unsuitable for growing food, and conflicts over land are common. So it should come as no surprise that I was inspired to plant trees to help meet the basic needs of rural women. As a member of the National Council of Women of Kenya in the early 1970's, I listened as women related what they wanted but did not have enough of: energy, clean drinking water and nutritious food. 

My response was to begin planting trees with them, to help heal the land and break the cycle of poverty. Trees stop soil erosion, leading to water conservation and increased rainfall. Trees provide fuel, material for building and fencing, fruits, fodder, shade and beauty. As household managers in rural and urban areas of the developing world, women are the first to encounter the effects of ecological stress. It forces them to walk farther to get wood for cooking and heating, to search for clean water and to find new sources of food as old ones disappear. 

My idea evolved into the Green Belt Movement, made up of thousands of groups, primarily of women, who have planted 30 million trees across Kenya. The women are paid a small amount for each seedling they grow, giving them an income as well as improving their environment. The movement has spread to countries in East and Central Africa.

Through this work, I came to see that environmental degradation by poor communities was both a source of their problems and a symptom. Growing crops on steep mountain slopes leads to loss of topsoil and land deterioration. Similarly, deforestation causes rivers to dry up and rainfall patterns to shift, which, in turn, result in much lower crop yields and less land for grazing. 

In the 1970's and 1980's, as I was encouraging farmers to plant trees on their land, I also discovered that corrupt government agents were responsible for much of the deforestation by illegally selling off land and trees to well-connected developers. In the early 1990's, the livelihoods, the rights and even the lives of many Kenyans in the Rift Valley were lost when elements of President Daniel arap Moi's government encouraged ethnic communities to attack one another over land. Supporters of the ruling party got the land, while those in the pro-democracy movement were displaced. This was one of the government's ways of retaining power; if communities were kept busy fighting over land, they would have less opportunity to demand democracy. 

Land issues in Kenya are complex and easily exploited by politicians. Communities needed to understand and be sensitized about the history of land ownership and distribution in Kenya and Africa. We held seminars on human rights, governing and reducing conflict. 

In time, the Green Belt Movement became a leading advocate of reintroducing multiparty democracy and free and fair elections in Kenya. Through public education, political advocacy and protests, we also sought to protect open spaces and forests from unscrupulous developers, who were often working hand in hand with politicians, through public education, political advocacy and protests. Mr. Moi's government strongly opposed advocates for democracy and environmental rights; harassment, beatings, death threats and jail time followed, for me and for many others.

Fortunately, in 2002, Kenyans realized their dream and elected a democratic government. What we've learned in Kenya -- the symbiotic relationship between the sustainable management of natural resources and democratic governance -- is also relevant globally. 

Indeed, many local and international wars, like those in West and Central Africa and the Middle East, continue to be fought over resources. In the process, human rights, democracy and democratic space are denied.

I believe the Nobel Committee recognized the links between the environment, democracy and peace and sought to bring them to worldwide attention with the Peace Prize that I am accepting today. The committee, I believe, is seeking to encourage community efforts to restore the earth at a time when we face the ecological crises of deforestation, desertification, water scarcity and a lack of biological diversity. 

Unless we properly manage resources like forests, water, land, minerals and oil, we will not win the fight against poverty. And there will not be peace. Old conflicts will rage on and new resource wars will erupt unless we change the path we are on.

To celebrate this award, and the work it recognizes of those around the world, let me recall the words of Gandhi: My life is my message. Also, plant a tree.
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HEADLINE: Kenya;Wangari Maathai: Kenyans' Voice of Courage And Justice


BODY:
In the first of a two-part series on Wangari Maathai, Kenya's and Africa's first woman Nobel Peace Prize winner, religious writer Joseph Ngala traces her humble beginnings and story of courage that is bound to offer inspiration to a world that still yearns for justice.

Norway has made elaborate arrangements to receive and honour Kenya's 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Professor Wangari Maathai.

The regional director of the Nairobi-based Norwegian Church Aid for East and Central Africa, Mr Stein Vullumstad, who has been shuttling between Nairobi and Oslo as part of the preparations, was philosophical about the Nobel laureate's award, saying:

"The dignity of the human person is a transcendent value, recognized by those who sincerely search the truth. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and are endowed with reason and conscience."

Prof Maathai, 64, is the first African woman to receive the $l.3 million prize, which will awarded today in Oslo. 

Vullumstad has been an advocate for justice and the light weapons issue. He says today is a day many Kenyans will never forget in their lives as their own first Nobel Prize winner receives her award just two days before they celebrate Kenya's 41st independence anniversary.

A new chapter has been opened in the history of Kenya, but how many Kenyans can remember Maathai's historic journey to the world's most prestigious award for for freedom and justice. It is the culmination of a long story whose turning point came one morning nearly ten years ago in a house in Nairobi South C.

"Open up, it is the Kenya police," a threatening voice shouted through the locked door of the modest house.

Her heart pounding, Wangari Maathai pulled on a dressing gown and peeped through the curtains.

Her small backyard lawn and garden was full of gun-toting figures and some surrounded the house.

"Let us in, " shouted a voice: "We have information that you are holding an illegal political meeting."

Maathai knew the charge was nonsense. She was alone in the house and had been asleep. They were just trying to intimidate her again.

"Where is your search warrant?" she snorted at the two dozen men, anger suddenly seething with her fear. "Are you so brave you need guns to deal with a lone woman?"

The taunt seemed to sting them. After a stand-off lasting nearly an hour, they sauntered away. Maathai fell into an armchair, her composure gone. If the government really wants to get me, they will make it seem like an accident, she thought.

Kenya then in 1995 was a troubled country. Since l99l more than l,500 people had been killed and over 300,000 displaced in what Human Rights Watch/ Africa was calling State-sponsored ethnic cleansing.

Anyone who spoke out against the killings or denounced the growing corruption of the ruling elite was immediately a target for the wrath of the regime.

Few had spoken out as often as Maathai. He courage had elevated the bubbly warm mother of three from a passionate defender of the environment to a leading campaigner in the assault on her country's corrupt leadership.

"Was it worth it?" she asked herself, slumped and shivering in her chair. She had once told her son Waweru that the difference between success and failure in life is often no more than willingness to get up when you are down.

Remembering this advice, she found she was no longer shaking.

Life had seemed so different on the crisp, clear day in l966 when her plane touched down at Nairobi'S Embakasi Airport. The 25-year-old Wangari Muta was full of enthusiasm. Kenya and the African continent was slipping from the bonds of colonialism.

Wangari was one of the first a group students of Kenyan students given scholarship to study in the United States. While in the US, she landed in the hands of Catholic nuns at a small Benedictine college in Atchison, Kansas, where her life was" touched profoundly" during her days as a student in the l960s. Wangari's reverence for creating was planted at Mount St Scholastic College (now Bedictne College), which sisters on the bluffs of the Missouri River.

Upon hearing of the death of her adviser and major professor at Mount St Scholastic College, Sister John Marie Brazzel, Maathai wrote to the community in a l998 e-mail that her four years at the college "have partly made me who l am and may ever become."

Maathai who was educated by Consolata missionaries in Kenya came to Kansas in l960 after receiving a scholarship to study in the US.

Many of the sisters still remember Maathai, who was known as "Mary Jo" while she studied in Kansas, as a captivating speaker and an excellent student.

Stories recall a lively person who came with nothing but $50 dollars in her pocket, a cardboard suitcase and her brains -- a person who was sometime homesick for nduma or arrowroots back in her native country.

She never expressed a desire to stay in the US because of its greater possibility for financial success. She always wanted to go back. It was always her aim to help her people" said Sister Joachim Holthaus, a dorm director and music professor in l960.

In five years she earned a Masters degree in science and opened her eyes to the possibilities of a free and open society. Returning to Kenya, which had become independent of British rule, she was inspired by John F. Kennedy's lofty exhortation to his fellow Americans: "Asked now what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country."

Within weeks she learnt that freedom and opportunity at home belonged mainly to men. "Surely, can a pretty young thing like you can have a Masters in science" she was asked at a job interview. "These are real degrees, are they?"

Wangari was incensed. She had been a good student and was the first woman from East Africa to earn a Masters degree. Snatching her papers back, she stormed out of the interview. She later accepted a post as a research assistant at the University of Nairobi.

Yet a bigger shock came on her visit to her family home on the foothills of the Kenya highlands. She had grown up there, one of five children of parents who could barely read and write, yet had pushed their children to excel at school. Now looking out from hilltop home, she realized that entire crest had been cleared of trees and planted with tea. Along with neat squares of green were ugly scars of erosion sharp gushes sliced into denuded hillsides that could no longer absorb heavy rain.

Walking briskly down the dusty road she knew so well, she headed for a 200-year-old fig tree she had played beneath, as a child. lt must still be there, she thought. She broke into a run and reached a rise near her old tin-roofed school. The tree was gone. In its place was swathe of green tea.

As she trudged home, Wangari tried to reconcile herself to the fact that Kenya needed cash crops such as tea to earn foreign currency to pay for imports. But most people were no better off, especially the women, who had to walk further and further for the firewood for cooking.
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Interview with Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai

	 
	UNDER THE SUN
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	She exudes a sincerity worthy of emulation. Not once did she spout the clichés which many environmentalists are in the habit of mouthing and which render environmental advocacy a total bore.
	 

	
	
	

	
	
	




The first African woman Nobel laureate, Prof. Wangari Maathai, was interviewed by CNN’s Jonathan Mann last Friday evening. Many of you might have missed the hour long interview, so I tried to obtain the the transcript, but it had not been made available as I was writing this. Fortunately for those who missed Jonathan Mann’s very absorbing program, an earlier interview was made by Marika Griehsel, a freelance journalist. It was conducted as Kenya and all of Africa danced to the beat of drums after the Nobel committee announced its selection on October 8, 2004. 

The subjects covered in both interviews are similar. So I would like to share with you the transcript of Marika Griehsel’s interview by telephone on October 8, 2004. Before I do so, let me explain that my admiration for Professor Maathai transcends my role as a worker on the Philippine environmental scene. Professor Maathai exudes a level of sincerity I consider worthy of emulation. In both interviews, not once did she spout the clichés which many of our environmental workers are in the habit of mouthing and which render environmental advocacy esoteric, tiresome and a total bore. Not once did she even use the word feminism either, perhaps, because in her heart the spirit of selfless and zealous commitment to a cause indeed throbs. 

From the Internet (http:// nobelprize.org/peace/laureates/ 2004/maathai-telephone.html), here in full is the interview by telephone by Marika Griehsel from Stockholm, Sweden, to Nairobi, Kenya, where Professor Maathai was located on October 8, 2004: 

WM: Hello? 

MG: Hello, Professor Wangari? 

WM: Yes, how are you? I am here in Nairobi celebrating like crazy. 

MG: We are so happy to congratulate you here from Stockholm. My name is Marika Griehsel and I am calling from the website of The Nobel Foundation. 

WM: Yes. 

MG: A few hours have passed since you got the message. How do you feel today? 

WM: I’m still trying to believe it is true, it is me, it is real. For it’s a lot of emotions to process. 

MG: What are the strongest emotions for you personally at the moment? 

WM: Just the thought of our being recognized as . . . having made that impact on The Nobel Committee, the fact that the committee was able to see that what is important for us in the world is not only to bring peace . . . but also to . . . And for them to recognize that the fight over natural resources is usually the source of conflict. 

MG: Looking at the role of African women in trying to build peace and a sustainable future, in which way will this prize impact their future role on the continent?WM: Well, I’m sure that many people who are involved in an environmental effort . . . they will be pretty much encouraged by this recognition, and they will realize that what they’re doing is extremely important, and I’m sure it is not only here in Africa, but also throughout the world. We have received the congratulations from practically every place of the world. 

MG: As you know, there is often a male structure that is in power in many African countries. And not just in Africa, but if we look at Africa … 

WM: “Male”? Are you talking about “male”? 

MG: Yeah. 

WM: Are you saying, “male”? 

MG: Yes, “male.” Hmm. 

WM: Yes. Ask again. 

MG: Do you think this prize can influence them to understand the role of the women clearer? 

WM: I’m quite sure that, with this kind of a prize, a lot of prejudices against women are automatically removed. I can say without exaggeration that everybody in this country, and I’m sure many people in Africa are extremely happy, and are associating themselves with the prize—both men and women. And I’m sure that, at such a time, men appreciate the role that women can play. I know that, for many men in this country, they’re very proud. And they associate themselves with what the women have been doing. And this is something that I had already seen in the work that many men associate themselves. So, I think that, at a certain level, when women are dealing, too, with real issues, and when those issues are recognized, that there is no longer the gender bias, and that both men and the women converge in their appreciation. 

MG: If I may ask you, which issues do you see as the most pressing issues to work on, from your point of view? 

WM: Well, the issue of environment in Africa. And the issue of good governance are issues that are still needing a lot of work in this continent. And therefore I will continue to work in this work. And I know that this prize has given me a special responsibility as spokesperson, not only here in Kenya, but in the whole of Africa. And there is plenty to be done. 

MG: I just want to ask you—you have taken huge personal risks in your fight for justice, and human rights and environment. What is necessary to be able to be brave like you? Will you recommend people to take the same kind of risks as you have taken? 

WM: Well, I presume that people react to the challenges that face them in their countries and in their regions, and quite often people know the best way to approach those challenges. But, everywhere in the world, people have faced those challenges, and they have stood up, and they have taken a lot of risk for what they believed 

in. People like Martin Luther King, who was honored by the same Nobel Peace Prize, people like Mandela, Nelson Mandela, people like Bishop Tutu, when he was fighting apartheid in South Africa.MG: We have a bad line. But I would like to ask you, do you see a role for yourself in the present crisis in Darfur, in Sudan? And other conflicts in Africa? 

WM: Well, I have not been involved. And it’s only yesterday that I became a Nobel Peace Prize winner. But I’m quite sure that it will be some of the— this will be some of the roles that we shall be expected to provide leadership in. 

MG: Another huge demand and crisis for Africa and the world is the HIV and AIDS epidemic. In which way do you think we can work together to solve that crisis? 

WM: Well, the first and most important thing has been to educate Africans about the disease, so that they address it from a point of information, rather than from a point of ignorance and fear. And the other is to provide medicine for those who are unfortunate enough to be infected. And probably, the third is to address the issue of poverty, which is one cause of—not infection—but rather the cause of death. Because many Africans in their poverty, they do not have adequate immune system, and therefore, when they are infected they succumb to the virus very quickly. 

MG: I would like to thank you very much, Professor, for having talked to us. How will you spend the rest of the weekend? I believe there is a meeting of environmental ministers that are teaming up in Kenya over the next couple of days. 

WM: Yes, in fact on Monday there is a meeting of environment ministers at UN. And I shall be there … and so I shall be very busy celebrating and sharing this wonderful recognition. I would like to tell you that this country is on fire. They are celebrating very hard, from the president even down to the children in the rural areas. Everybody feels very, very honored. It is not my own prize, but a recognition for the entire country. And I’m told the whole of Africa is celebrating. 

MG: Thank you very much, Professor Wangari Maathai. And we will be looking forward to see you here in the Nordic countries in the next couple of months. Thank you very much. 

WM: I wanted to say, if I may, would you please extend my deep appreciation to the people of Norway and the Nobel Committee. 

MG: Certainly, I will be very happy to relay this interview on to the home page and thank you so much, Professor. And we are so proud. Thank you. 

WM: Bye. 

***

Does Professor Maathai sound like a Filipino activist of the nonstereotype variety? She does. I believe the reason is the Philippines and Kenya continue to share and languish in a colonial setting in which alleged former colonizers still hit us with a bat on the head and sink us deeper into the abyss of poverty, disease, hunger, cultural and spiritual regression. 
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Wangari Maathai on her hotel balcony in Oslo on Friday, after receiving the first Nobel Peace Prize to go to an African woman.
Photo: Reuters
We need to see ourselves as part of the family of life, says Wangari Maathai. By Doug Melgren.
The first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize has accepted her award to the beat of drums and dancers that broke with the usual stodgy ceremony.

Kenyan Wangari Maathai urged her audience "to embrace the whole creation in all its diversity, beauty and wonder".

But she warned that if the environment was not protected, peace would forever remain endangered.

"Today, we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system," she said.

"We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds, and in the process, heal our own; indeed, to embrace the whole creation in all its diversity, beauty and wonder.

"This will happen if we see the need to revive our sense of belonging to a larger family of life, with which we have shared our evolutionary process," the 64-year-old Kenyan environmental activist said after receiving the traditional gold medal and diploma that accompany the 10 million kronor ($A1.9 million) prize.

AdvertisementAdvertisement

Ole Danbolt Mjoes, chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, described Maathai as "an extraordinary example for women throughout Africa, throughout the world".

Before she took the stage, the traditionally rigid and formal ceremony lit up with colour and sound as three African dancers and drummers pounded out a brief piece of African music that echoed off the walls of the large auditorium.

"In the course of history, there comes a time when humanity is called to shift to a new level of consciousness, to reach a higher moral ground," she said. "A time when we have to shed our fear and give hope to each other. That time is now."

As she spoke in English, many in the crowded auditorium, flowers lining the elevated blue stage, nodded in agreement.

The hundreds of dignitaries in the audience included the Norwegian royal family and talk show host and entertainer Oprah Winfrey.

Maathai's selection by the secretive five-member Nobel Committee raised eyebrows because of her environmental ties and also because of controversy over statements she reportedly made asserting that AIDS was a laboratory-created ailment.

But she told The Associated Press that her comments about AIDS being created to destroy Africans were misquoted and taken out of context.

"I have not said what I'm quoted as saying," she said of claims that AIDS was created by scientists and released upon Africa by the West.

She reaffirmed her stand in a statement released by the Nobel Committee that said: "It is therefore critical for me to state that I neither say nor believe that the virus was developed by white people or white powers in order to destroy the African people. Such views are wicked and destructive."

Danbolt Mjoes said the committee's decision was a logical one.

"Environmental protection is another path toward peace," he said.

"There are connections between peace on the one hand and an environment on the other in which rare resources like oil, water, minerals and timber are fought over."

He referred to the continuing dispute between Israel and its Arab neighbours over water, as well as deforestation in the Darfur region of Sudan.

"Wars and conflicts certainly have other, many causes, but who would deny that inequitable distribution, either locally or internally, is relevant in this connection?" he said.

Maathai, the first Kenyan to win the award, was selected for her role in founding the Green Belt Movement, which has sought to empower women, improve the environment and fight corruption in Africa for nearly 30 years.

A deputy environment minister in the Kenyan government, Maathai also won acclaim for her campaign to fight deforestation by planting 30 million trees in Africa.

The award committee "has challenged the world to broaden the understanding of peace: there can be no peace without equitable development; and there can be no development without sustainable management of the environment in a democratic and peaceful space," Maathai said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Wangari Clarifies Aids Claim

December 12, 2004 
 

Nobel Peace laureate Wangari Maathai has denied claims on Aids attributed to her, saying her remarks were blown out of context.

In an exclusive interview with CNN, which was screened on Friday night, she said she had meant only to offer alternative theories about the disease's origin.

CNN had challenged her on reports that she had suggested that Aids was deliberately created to decimate the African population.

In a statement issued by the Nobel Prize committee a day before receiving her prize, Prof Maathai said she was shocked by the Aids controversy. "I neither say nor believe that the virus was developed by white people or white powers in order to destroy the African people. Such views are wicked and destructive."

She was trying to defuse the controversy over reports that she had said that "evil-minded scientists" in the developed world had intentionally created Aids to ravage the African population.

The row began shortly after she was announced the winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace prize when, in a number of media interviews, she was reported as having said that the pandemic originated at a Western research centre.

But now she says she was misquoted.

Prof Maathai, whose Green Belt Movement is credited with planting millions of trees to reforest Kenya, said her statements about Aids, as reported in the Press, were blown out of context.

She had meant only to offer other theories to counter the belief by some Kenyans that Aids is a curse from God, she explained. "We in Africa don't really understand the disease yet," she said. "We just know we're dying from it."

Speaking to Norwegian TV in Oslo, Prof Maathai reiterated her denial, saying: "I didn't say what was reported that I said, and I don't believe in that either. But I want to confirm that this is a destroying illness for all.

"It's important that we tell our people how to protect themselves against the illness, how to receive treatment and how to protect future generations."

It is estimated that sub-Saharan Africa accounts for more than 60 per cent of the 39 million people worldwide who are infected with HIV, the virus that causes the disease.

The most prominent scientific theory about its origin is that a virus common in African apes mutated naturally and passed it to humans in the mid-20th century before igniting the pandemic in the 1980s.

Among dissenting theories is one put forward by British journalist Edward Hooper, who suggests that HIV emerged from a project by researchers to develop a polio vaccine in the then Belgian Congo in the 1950s.

According to some reports, Prof Maathai has likened Aids to a "biological weapon".

According to a report on the African News24 website titled, Nobel Winner: Aids a WMD, she is reported to have reiterated her claim that the virus was a deliberately created as biological agent.

"Some say that Aids came from monkeys, and I doubt believe that because we have been living with monkeys (from) time immemorial. Others say it is a curse from God, but I say it cannot be that."

Initially, most media largely ignored Prof Maathai's controversial stand. There were some exceptions, though, such as in Australia where the story was picked up by the Herald Sun which quoted her as saying: "Why has there been so much secrecy about Aids? When you ask where did the virus come from, it raises a lot of flags. That makes me suspicious."

In an interview in the Time magazine, Prof Maathai said: "I have no idea who created Aids and whether it is a biological agent or not. But I do know things like that don't come from the moon. I have always thought that it is important to tell people the truth, but I guess there is some truth that must not be too exposed."

In 1999, South African President Thabo Mbeki kicked up a storm when he said that HIV is not the sole cause of Aids.

However, in 2000, he told hostile questioners in parliament: "The programme of the government in this country is based on this thesis that HIV causes Aids and everything in the programme says that."

	
	

	


But he added that that while the human immunodeficiency virus could be a contributory factor to Aids, it could not actually cause the syndrome.

Noting that Aids stands for acquired immune deficiency syndrome, he said: "A virus cannot cause a syndrome. A virus can cause a disease, and Aids is not a disease, it is a syndrome."
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Africa’s First Female Nobel Peace Laureate Accepts Award Amid Controversy Over AIDS Remarks 
By Daisy Sindelar, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
Kenyan environmental activist Wangari Maathai today became the first African woman ever to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. In an elaborate ceremony in the Norwegian capital Oslo, Maathai received a gold medal and a $1.5 million award for her efforts to restore African forestland and to protect the rights of women and children. In her acceptance speech, she urged the international community to approve reforms to overcome challenges like global warming and the spread of AIDS. Maathai did not address the controversy surrounding her reported views that the disease was the possible result of a failed laboratory experiment -- or that it was devised by Western scientists as a way to kill Africans. 

Prague, 10 December 2004 (RFE/RL) -- In a ceremony attended by hundreds of dignitaries and politicians, Nobel Committee Chairman Ole Danbolt Mjoes presented Maathai with the Nobel Peace Prize for 2004: "I call upon Nobel Peace Prize laureate for 2004, Wangari Muta Maathai, to come forward to receive the gold medal and the diploma." 

The elegant ceremony, held in Oslo's City Hall, marked the first time an African woman has won the prestigious award. It is also the first time the peace prize has gone to an environmentalist -- a sign that ecological issues could be gaining political prominence. 

Maathai was selected by the Nobel Committee for her campaign to save Africa's forests. 

The 64-year-old biologist is the founder of the Green Belt Movement, a campaign that has resulted in the planting of more than 30 million trees across the continent. 

Maathai, who also serves as Kenya's deputy environment minister, used her acceptance speech to call on Africans to lead the fight for change in their own countries. 

"My fellow Africans, as we embrace this recognition, let us use it to intensify our commitment to our people," Maathai said. "To reduce conflicts and poverty and thereby improve the quality of life of our people. Let us embrace democratic governance, protect human rights, and protect our environment. I am confident that we shall rise to the occasion. I have always believed that solutions to most of our problems will have to come from us." 

Maathai -- a tenacious, outspoken activist who has clashed repeatedly with government officials over the course of her environmental career -- also spoke of the need for women to play a greater role in political decision-making. 

Speaking to reporters on the eve of her award ceremony, she said women can make a valuable contribution to the fight for world peace, but must first be given the political authority to make their voices heard. 

The Nobel Committee's October announcement naming Maathai as this year's peace laureate was met with jubilation in much of Africa -- particularly in Kenya, where massive deforestation has resulted in drought and poverty affecting millions of people. 

Konchora Guracha, an environmental reporter with the Kenyan newspaper "The East African Standard," said Maathai's achievement will make a big difference in the way many Kenyans view ecological issues. 

"It's almost an awakening call for this country, because I think with her winning of the Nobel Peace Prize, [Maathai] has risen from basically a local eco-activist to an international icon, so to speak," Guracha said. "So that kind of celebrity that she's got now will likely put her on a different pedestal, a different platform. That will definitely go a long way toward changing the way we look at the environment." 

Maathai's award comes amid controversy over her reported statement that HIV/AIDS -- which has ravaged Africa over the past two decades -- is the result of a botched laboratory experiment. 

News media in Africa -- including the "Standard" -- also have reported that Maathai has claimed HIV/AIDS was deliberately created by Western scientists to decimate the African population. 

Maathai denied making such allegations. 

In a statement issued by the Nobel Committee, she stated that she does not believe the virus was developed by white people to destroy Africans. Such views, she wrote, "are wicked and destructive." 

She also expressed hope that scientists will find conclusive evidence about the source of AIDS in order to dispel the belief that the disease was the result of a laboratory accident. 

The "Standard" has stood by its reports. Guracha said many Kenyans were surprised to hear such statements from a scholar of Maathai's standing. But he said most people know enough about HIV/AIDS to disregard her comments. 

"Information is so much out in the public domain -- even in Kenya these days -- about HIV/AIDS. There's so much information on AIDS and what AIDS is all about -- that it's universal, that it's mankind, that it affects everybody -- the rich, the poor, the green, the yellow, the red," Guracha said. "I wouldn't imagine it's going to change the public thinking that AIDS was actually cultured in some Western laboratory to come and decimate the black population. I don't think so." 

Nobel prizes for medicine, physics, chemistry, literature, and economics were also awarded today in a twin ceremony in the Swedish capital, Stockholm. 

Nobel Peace Prize winners of the recent past include the United Nations and its Secretary-General Kofi Annan, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, and Iranian human rights activist Shirin Ebadi. 
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Maathai urges reform to save planet

Oslo
Saying the planet is under threat from human activities, Kenyan Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai urged democratic reforms and an end to corporate greed in a speech accepting the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday. 
Sweeping changes to the world order, she said, were needed to restore a "world of beauty and wonder" by overcoming challenges ranging from Aids, illitercay to climatic instability. 
"Activities that devastate the environment and societies continue unabated," Maathai, founder of a campaign to plant 30 million trees across Africa to slow deforestation, said in a speech prepared for delivery at the prize ceremony in Oslo. 
"Today we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system," said Maathai, who is Kenya’s deputy environment minister. 
"I call on leaders, especially in Africa, to expand democratic space and build fair and just societies that allow the creativity and energy of their citizens to flourish," she said. 
"Further, industry and global institutions must appreciate that ensuring economic justice, equity and ecological integrity are of greater value than profits at any cost," she said. 
"Grassroots citizens’ movements should be encouraged to promote change, she added. Maathai, the first African woman to win the prize named after Swedish philanthropist Alfred Nobel since it was first awarded in 1901. 
"We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds and in the process heal our own," she said. 
Her tree-planting movement, led mostly by women, aims to produce everything from firewood to building materials and also slow desertification. It also works for women’s rights, democracy and peace. 
She said that "destruction of ecosystems ... climatic instability and contamination of soils and waters" all contributed to poverty. 
Maathai, 64, said a stream where she used to see tadpoles as a child 50 years ago had now dried up. 
"The challenge is to restore the home of the tadpoles and give back to our children a world of beauty and wonder," she said. 
Maathai also said the environment was a barometer of a nation’s health.
Some critics have said environmentalism has too little to do with peace to warrant the Nobel accolade. 
"The state of any country’s environment is a reflection of the kind of governance in place, and without good governance there can be no peace," she said. 
She said the world was facing a "litany of woes" including corruption, violence against women and children and diseases like AIDS or malaria. 
She did not refer to her controversial views of AIDS -- she has suggested the virus might have been the result of a laboratory experiment gone awry. She has, however, denied that she thinks Western governments might have developed the virus to wipe out Africans. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Prize of Nobel

With a Nobel Prize for Peace, Prof Wangari Maathai is a cut above the murk of Kenyan politics and Kibisu Kabatesi urges the environmentalist to quit politics and focus on what her new status demands
The 2004 Nobel Laureate, Kenya’s Prof Wangari Maathai received her accolades and the Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway, on Friday. Maathai is not only the first black woman to win the peace prize; she also represents the most unlikely of credentials for the recognition: environmental conservation.
The popular view has been that physical environmental conservation is about ensuring that flora and fauna are exploited in a sustainable way to ensure preservation for future use. 
The relationship between this agenda and peace in the world has not been that obvious. 
Those involved in the campaigns for sustainable use of the environment have been seen as misfits and convenient irritants. 
But thanks to Maathai’s recognition, we can now begin to connect world peace and the environment.
Peace is usually juxtaposed with conflict. Conflict usually precedes peace. 
To achieve peace, the conflict must be resolved. Of all conflicts confronting the world, the most destructive of them all have been those caused by the struggle and competition to access and control resources.
In the study of causes of conflict, this is termed as resource-based conflicts.
In these conflicts, the resources contested for are largely those that relate to the means of production, in the form of natural resources. 
The world is in turmoil today because state and private commercial interests are in competition to control access to land as a resource, and its products, such as minerals.
World diplomacy today is about direct acquisition of these capital resources through violent occupation or coercive manipulation of governments by others. 
The US invaded Iraq not to save it from Saddam Hussein’s sadism, but to have a springboard in pacifying a recalcitrant Arab Middle East, the oasis of world oil reserves and production without which industrial America would collapse.
Violent occupation is usually accompanied by installation of puppet regimes as security for the "peaceful" exploitation of natural resources. 
The installation of the American pliant Hazim Karzai regime in Afghanistan and the stage-managed January 2005 election in Iraq are not accidental manoeuvres. 
Coercion includes economic support, sabotage and threats to weaker and dependent states. 
The implementers are usually the multilateral institutions such as the World Bank and IMF. In this, most African countries are the easiest victims.
Nobel laureates are by their acquired status a cut above populist national leaders. 
They are the fulcrums paving world agenda. In a world ruled by political brinkmanship, peace prize winners bring to the table of world politics a sense of moderation. 
As symbols of peace, they are a moral counter-weight in the resolutions of world problems.
The recognition of Maathai, therefore, presupposes the shift in the world conflict agenda from curative to preventive diplomacy with the attention to underlying causes of conflict being underpinned by solutions that emphasise equitable access and management of natural resources. It is in this diplomacy that Maathai has been thrust, so that she is the symbol and leader. 
In a sense, the lady is not first among equals in world leadership. Unlike presidents, she is well above the possession of a country or group of nations. 
She neither belongs to Kenya nor can she be owned by Africa. She is truly a citizen of the world.
The calls for Maathai’s elevation to a full Cabinet portfolio, and even more regrettable her reluctance to resign her speech-reading assistant ministership and as MP for Tetu Constituency, says volumes about the poverty in appreciating what this professor has truly become.
Let’s hope her sojourn to Oslo will jolt her into this reality that she really has become.
To perform on the world stage needs the space and time to condescend over world leaders. 
Most Nobel Peace Prize winners have had to abandon mundane governance engagements to concentrate on world peace matters. Nelson Mandela did it.
Kofi Annan remains at the helm of the UN because the position gives him the leverage.
Maathai must realise she cannot expect to condescend and be listened to even in Kenya if President Kibaki sees himself, and she curtsies to him, as her boss.
Surely, Maathai must come to terms with the fact that her name recognition at the White House switchboard will get her through to George W. Bush even as President Kibaki’s call is put on hold.
She cannot carry that authority in the world if she is treated locally as, for example, Dr Chris Murungaru’s equal in the mudslinging that is part of the political tuff wars in Nyeri.
In the world diplomacy that Maathai has been cast in, she does not need the detractions of rag-tag constituency politics, let alone a ministerial appointment that would denigrate her newly-acquired status of a world diplomat. 
The failures and self-graduated successes of the Narc government are not something that she should want to be associated with, let alone being counted alongside a ruffian Cabinet. 
Maathai should, therefore, do the decent thing: upon receiving the peace award and savouring its implications, she should send a letter of resignation from government to President Kibaki and another from being the MP for Tetu to the National Assembly Speaker, Mr Francis Kaparo.
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Nobel Winner Maathai Sounds Alarm Over Planet

By Inger Sethov

OSLO (Reuters) - Calling humanity a threat to the planet, Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai urged democratic reform and an end to corporate greed after becoming the first African woman to collect the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday.

AP Photo

Slideshow: Kenyan Environmentalist Receives Nobel Prize

The best music download sites, MP3 players, and P2P services that are still alive and kicking.

She said sweeping changes were needed to restore a "world of beauty and wonder" by overcoming challenges ranging from AIDS (news - web sites) to climate instability.

Maathai founded a campaign that has planted 30 million trees across Africa in a bid to slow deforestation.

"Activities that devastate the environment and societies continue unabated," Maathai, Kenya's deputy environment minister, said in a Nobel acceptance speech at a glittering ceremony in Oslo City Hall.

"Today we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system," Maathai, 64, told an audience of about 1,000 people including Norway's King Harald and Queen Sonja.

"I call on leaders, especially in Africa, to expand democratic space and build fair and just societies," she said.

"Further, industry and global institutions must appreciate that ensuring economic justice, equity and ecological integrity are of greater value than profits at any cost," she said. She said grassroots citizens' movements should be encouraged.

Maathai collected a gold Nobel medal and a diploma to a standing ovation. She separately receives a check for 10 million Swedish crowns ($1.48 million).

The Nobel Prizes were set up in the 1895 will of Swedish philanthropist Alfred Nobel, 10 years before Norway won independence from Sweden.

HEAL THE EARTH

Maathai will use the cash to expand her Green Belt Movement around the world.

"We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds and in the process heal our own," she said.

Her tree-planting movement, led mostly by women, aims to produce firewood, building materials and to slow deforestation. Kenya has lost about 90 percent of its forests in the past 50 years.

The movement also works for women's rights, democracy and peace.

Maathai said a stream where she used to see frogs and tadpoles as a child 50 years ago had dried up. "The challenge is to restore the home of the tadpoles and give back to our children a world of beauty and wonder," she said.

Maathai dismissed critics who say environmentalism has too little to do with peace to warrant the Nobel accolade.

"The state of any country's environment is a reflection of the kind of governance in place, and without good governance there can be no peace," she said.

"This year, the Norwegian Nobel Committee has evidently broadened its definition of peace still further," said committee chairman Ole Danbolt Mjoes, noting past prizes to politicians, anti-communist dissidents or human rights workers.

In an interview with Reuters, Maathai brushed aside her past suggestions that the deadly AIDS virus might have been the result of a laboratory experiment gone awry.

"I really don't know. I really don't have any idea. I'm not an expert in this field," she said. She also denied suggesting that scientists might have created the virus as a biological weapon against Africans.

Prizes for physics, chemistry, medicine, literature and economics were handed out in Stockholm on Friday. ($1=6.769 Swedish Crown)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston Herald

Drums, dancing hail African Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai
By Associated Press
Friday, December 10, 2004
OSLO, Norway - To the beat of African drums, Kenyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai received her Nobel Peace Prize on Friday, telling the audience of royals, celebrities and diplomats that protecting the world's resources is linked to halting violence. 

	


      ``Today, we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system,'' the first African woman and first environmental activist to win the peace prize said. 

      Maathai, 64, warned that the world remained under attack from disease, deforestation and war. 

	


      ``We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds, and in the process heal our own, indeed, to embrace the whole creation in all its diversity, beauty and wonder,'' she told the crowd of dignitaries, including the Norwegian royal family as well as talk show host Oprah Winfrey and Kerry Kennedy, a daughter of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 

	


      ``This will happen if we see the need to revive our sense of belonging to a larger family of life, with which we have shared our evolutionary process,'' said Maathai, who founded the Green Belt Movement. She receiving the traditional gold medal and diploma that accompanies the $1.5 million prize. 

	


      Before she took the stage, the usually stodgy ceremony lit up with color and sound as three African dancers and accompanying drummers pounded out a brief piece of African music that echoed off the walls of the large auditorium. Maathai herself wore a brilliant orange traditional dress with a matching scarf in her hair. 

	


      In neighboring Sweden, the other Nobel prizes - for medicine, physics, chemistry, literature and economics - were awarded. 

	


      Bengt Samuelsson, chairman of the board of the Nobel Foundation, addressed the frequently heard criticism that too few women have received the Nobel Prize over the years. While only 31 of the 705 Nobel Prizes handed out since 1901 have gone to women, Samuelsson pointed out that there were three this year. 

	


      Afterward, more than 1,300 guests, including the laureates' relatives, Sweden's royal family, government officials, ambassadors, scientists and business leaders, attended the Nobel banquet. 

	


      Absent from Stockholm was the literature prize winner, Elfriede Jelinek of Austria, who cited a social phobia. Although she sent a prerecorded video lecture, she did not send any prepared remarks for the banquet. 

	


      Presenting her award, Horace Engdahl, the permanent secretary of the Swedish Academy, said the writer has ``given new currency to a heretical feminine tradition and have expanded the art of literature.'' 

	


      Americans Richard Axel and Linda B. Buck won the medicine prize for their work on the sense of smell. Americans David J. Gross, H. David Politzer and Frank Wilczek won the physics prize for their explanation of the force that binds particles inside the atomic nucleus. 

	


      The chemistry prize was awarded to Israelis Aaron Ciechanover and Avram Hershko and American Irwin Rose for their work in discovering a process that lets cells destroy unwanted proteins. 

	


      Norwegian Finn E. Kydland and American Edward C. Prescott received the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences for shedding light on how government policies and actions affect economies worldwide. 

	


      The economics prize was introduced in 1968 and is funded by Sweden's central bank. The other awards are funded by the Nobel Foundation. 

	


      Maathai's selection for the peace prize raised eyebrows because of controversy about statements she reportedly made asserting that AIDS was created by scientists and loosed upon Africa by the West. 

	


      But she told The Associated Press that the comments were misquoted and taken out of context. 

	


      ``I have not said what I'm quoted as saying,'' she said of claims that. 

	


      In a statement released by the Nobel committee, she underlined that ``I neither say nor believe that the virus was developed by white people or white powers in order to destroy the African people. Such views are wicked and destructive.''

The Nobel Prizes are always presented on Dec. 10, the anniversary of the death of their creator, Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel. The peace prize is presented in Oslo, while the others are awarded in Stockholm. Last year, the peace prize was given to Iranian human rights activist Shirin Ebadi. Former President Jimmy Carter received it in 2002.
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UN or UNEP in the news


Cordillera tribes practice conservation

Manila Times - 12/11/2004, BAGUIO CITY—Long before the government created an environment agency and enacted environmental laws, indigenous cultural communities in the Cordilleras already adopted a community-based system in protecting the forests.
….Conceptualized by culturally sensitive Baguio journalists in 1992, the “Eco-Walk” allows Baguio’s main source of water, Busol watershed, as an open classroom for school children on how to plant trees and how to protect these trees to grow. 
In 2002 the program won the Global 500 awards for youth category by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in time of the World Environment Day celebration. 
http://www.manilatimes.net/national/2004/dec/12/yehey/prov/20041212pro5.html 

High oil prices to hurt Asia’s growth in 2005: UN 

Daily Times, Pakistan, 14 December 2004 - BANGKOK: High and volatile oil prices will continue to restrain economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region next year, a U.N. agency said in a report released on Monday. 
The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific said the region’s economic growth would fall to 6.2 percent in 2005 from an estimated 6.9 percent in 2004 and 6.2 percent in 2003 if, as it assumed, the 2005 average oil price was $38 a barrel compared with $30 this year. 
“Overall, the outlook for 2005 has deteriorated,” ESCAP Exec-utive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said as he presented the report, entitled “Asia Pacific Economies: Living with High Oil Prices”. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_14-12-2004_pg5_13 

General Environment News

Donors Overlooking Cambodia's Forests - Global Witness 
Inter Press Service (subscription), World, Sonny Inbaraj - BANGKOK, Dec 13 (IPS) - The World Bank might have castigated Cambodia for not doing enough to curb illegal logging and the misuse of state resources by the rich and powerful, but a leading environmental monitor says this is a case of doing too little, too late.
In its communique at the end of a two-day donors' meeting on Dec. 7 in the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh, the World Bank said it wanted to see the existing moratorium on logging continued. 
It also sought increased transparency in state management of natural resources through the immediate public disclosure of existing contracts. 
''In natural resources management there was also some progress. Forest concessions have been suspended. Public disclosure has improved, and environment and social impact assessment guidelines have been used for sustainable forestry management plans,'' said Ian Porter, the World Bank Group's Cambodia country director.
http://www.ipsnews.net/africa/interna.asp?idnews=26645 

Malaysian floods kill 11, force evacuation of 10,000 
Channel News Asia, Singapore, 14 December 2004, KUALA LUMPUR : Raging floodwaters in Malaysia's northeastern states have killed at least 11 people and forced the evacuation of more than 10,000 from their homes, police said Monday. 
The floods have been described as the worst in 40 years in a region regularly hit by monsoon rains at this time of the year. 
In the worst-hit state of Kelantan, at least seven people drowned and 5,370 fled their homes, a police spokesman told AFP. 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/122022/1/.html http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/121983/1/.html
Channel News Asia, Singapore, 14 December 2004 - People dead or missing, have blocked the main water supply tunnel to the capital Manila, the government said. 
The 13-kilometer (eight mile) tunnel bringing water to the Angat Dam, which supplies 90 per cent of Manila's 12 million residents, could take four months to clear, the government said in a statement. 
Authorities have warned that unless the damage can be repaired within that time frame, Manila runs the risk of water shortages in the summer.


Philippine capital faces summer water shortages after deadly storms  

Flood hits 2 provinces in southern Thailand
BANGKOK, Dec. 13 (Xinhuanet) -- Two provinces in Thailand's southernmost region has been swept by flood with one people drowned in deep water, local press said on Monday. 
    In Than To district of Yala province, floods and mud slide has claimed the life of a 44-year-old woman. Her body was discovered by local officials after being washed away in a strong current on Saturday. 
    Flood water in the province is 69 centimeter-deep and some residents have been evacuated, Samrerng Wongmaneeworn, head of Yala's disaster prevention and mitigation unit, was quoted by The Nation newspaper as saying. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-12/13/content_2328158.htm 
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UN –UNEP in the news
Climatic change conference enters last phase
Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - The 10th UN conference on climate change on Monday in Buenos Aires entered its second and final negotiation phase, less than a month after Russia had on 18 November ratified the Kyoto protocol on the reduction of greenhouse gases, paving the way for the convention to come into force on 16 February 2005. The Conference of Parties (COP 10) attended by q70 countries is the last one on climatic change before the entry into force of the Kyoto protocol, signed in Japan in 1997, which requires industrialized countries to reduce by an average of 5.2% in their greenhouse gas emissions by 2010, compared to the 1990 levels, particularly Carbon dioxide. Since the conference opened on 6 December, discussions have mainly focused on the funding mechanism of the United Nations Framework Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC), including the Special Fund on climate change. It will also examine directives to be given to the Global Environment Fund (GEF). The 5,000 delegates are also paying attention on directives concerning good land utilization practices, afforestation projects implemented within the clean development mechanism (CDP), North-South technology transfer as well as greenhouse inventories and emission projections. Three workshops have been held since 6 December. The first focused on adaptation measures, the second on climate change mitigation measures, while the last reviewed the organization of the inter-government process on climate change. Ministers and heads of delegations will participate in the last phase of negotiations (15 to 17 December) to assess the achievements made and challenges ahead of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the effects of climate change, adaptation measures, technologies and climate change, as well as ways to mitigate climatic change. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066135&dte=13/12/2004
Delegate terms Kyoto a question of survival for Africa
Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - While developed countries regard the coming into force of the Kyoto protocol on climatic change next February as "an opportunity to make money with the sale of emission permits, for Africa it is a question of survival," a Comorian delegate, Youssouf Hamadi, observed here Monday. Hamadi, the co-coordinator of the Comorian national plan for adaptation to climatic change said this at the ongoing United Nations conference on climatic change in the Argentinean capital. The Comorian, one of the rare Africans who have attended UN conference on climatic change for more than a decade did not conceal his pleasure to see the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol next February following Russia's ratification on 18 November. However, he expressed disappointment that the United States of America, which emits about 25% of greenhouse gases, has refused to ratify the major international treaty. The climate change focal point in the Comoros also regretted "the insistence by OPEC countries to have compensatory measures for what they will lose when the Protocol obliges them to cut crude oil production so as to reduce greenhouse gases." "For us in developing countries, the reduction in oil production by these countries will mean higher charges for petroleum products, while the generalized utilization of clan technologies allowing the significant reduction of the oil bill is not for tomorrow," he noted. On his part, the director of the marine pollution section in the Guinean minister of environment, Joseph Sylla, emphasized that "Africa's interest in Buenos Aires are the measures that will be taken to help the continent to adapt to the phenomenon, while the focus among developed countries is rather on measures to mitigate the effects of pollution." His Malian counterpart, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, appealed to developed countries to destroy the greenhouse gases locally instead of allowing their exportation to Africa of second-hand consumer items, whose utilization, has been severely regulated in recent years to protect the environment. Meanwhile, an expert with the International Centre for Agro-forestry Research (ICRAF) based in Nairobi, Sérigne Tacko Kandji, deplored that Africa, which bears the heaviest burden of climatic changes, is somewhat side-lined in the negotiations "because we lack qualified human resources to negotiate." Kandji said that ICRAF and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) have a joint project to help Africa better negotiate during meetings on climatic change. He added that the Kenya-based centre has initiated a programme to help farmers adapt to climatic changes. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066141&dte=13/12/2004
Gabon introduces import quotas for Ozone depleting substances
Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - Gabon is to introduce import quotas for ozone depleting substances starting January 2005 in an effort to protect the ozone layer, official sources told PANA on Friday. "The measures fall within the framework of an international strategy to which Gabon subscribes," said Environment and Nature Protection minister Emile Doumba. The national Ozone programme has been approved by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) ahead of the 2010 deadline for all countries to eradicate ozone-depleting substances. Doumba told importers, industrialists, NGOs and civil society organizations here that "as early as 2005, the UN will be more exigent on implementation of directives concerning the ozone layer." Since 1987, more than 160 nations have committed themselves to fighting the destruction of the ozone layer.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng065879&dte=10/12/2004
General Environment News

ACP ministers issue declarations on environment

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Environment ministers from African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries have adopted the "Brussels Declaration on the Environment for Sustainable Development in ACP States" and the "Brussels Framework for Action and Recommendations" at their first-ever meeting in the Belgian capital. The two documents outline measures to build the capacities of ACP countries to manage natural resources, fight desertification and drought, implement the Multilateral Environmental Agreements, and address Water and Sanitation, and Energy and Crosscutting issues. The declarations were adopted at the one-day meeting of ACP environment ministers held in Brussels 10 December, under the chairmanship of Dean Peart, Jamaican minister of lands and environment, according to an ACP release issued at the weekend. The ministers expressed concern that some countries were yet to ratify the Kyoto Protocol and affirmed support for the ongoing UN Conference on Climate Change in Buenos Aires, Argentina. They also expressed dismay at the destruction caused by hurricanes in the Caribbean that will certainly set back the development of the regions, and the damage to the West African economies caused by the destruction of harvests by locusts. The Brussels declaration and framework for action call for a critical review and assessment of the situation of sustainable development in ACP States, with a view to establishing a legal framework, and appropriate policies and interventions in strategic areas. The documents also urge ACP states to ensure that environmental poverty-related issues are integrated into national development programmes, especially poverty-reduction strategies and related macroeconomic and sectoral policy reforms. They call for support programmes and projects that promote gender equality and empower women in the protection of the environment by enhancing their capacities through participation, education and training. On desertification and drought, they stress the need to consolidate efforts leading to the incorporation of National Action Programmes (NAP) to combat desertification into development strategies, including documents on poverty reduction and the national and regional indicative programmes provided for under the Cotonou Agreement. The documents highlight the importance of integrating environmental issues into all national and regional development policies, programmes and plans, and pursuing the ratification and full implementation of environmental conventions and protocols.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066089&dte=13/12/2004
Lobby Appeals to Maathai

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Environmentalists yesterday asked Nobel Laureate Wangari Maathai to intervene and save Mau forest from depletion. They said the biggest water catchment area in East and Central Africa was threatened by illegal logging and clearing of huge chunks of land for settlement. Led by Friends of Mau conservation trust chairman Jackson Kamuiye, the environmentalists accused the Government of not doing anything to stop the destruction. They said there were more than 40,000 people who had settled in the forest and accused the Government of continuing to issue title deeds. They said they were planning to hold demonstrations to save the forest and evict the encroachers. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412130923.html
_____________________________________________________________________________
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UN and UNEP in the news

On COP Climate Change

Le Figaro, 13 décembre : L'Amérique latine déjà frappée par le changement climatique

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) - L'Amérique latine et les Caraïbes sont déjà frappées par le réchauffement mondial et de plus en plus menacées par les ouragans et autres événements extrêmes, estime un rapport publié samedi à Buenos-Aires à l'occasion de la conférence de l'ONU sur le changement climatique. 

"Les ouragans augmentent déjà en intensité et en fréquence dans les Caraïbes", observe le rapport conjoint du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) et du secrétariat d'Etat mexicain pour l'Environnement (SEMARNAT).

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041211193841.rhloy3q6.html
FT, 13 December: Aid 'should help poor nations handle climate change'

The World Bank will today urge governments to take climate change into account when assessing development aid to poor countries.

The bank  will also tell the signatories to the Kyoto treaty on climate change that they should agree a long-term global target for stabilising carbon dioxide emissions beyond 2012, when most of the provisions of the present protocol run out.

http://news.ft.com/cms/s/66279d34-4cab-11d9-835a-00000e2511c8.html
Libération, 13 décembre : Dixième conférence de l'ONU sur le climat à Buenos Aires
Chine et Brésil volontaires contre les gaz à effet de serre
[image: image9.png]



Les deux pays ont annoncé leurs mesures pour réduire la pollution

En cette fin de première semaine, sans toutefois crier victoire, les délégués de la dixième conférence de l'ONU sur le changement climatique manifestent un regain d'optimisme(….)

D'abord à la ratification du traité par le Nigeria. Un signe encourageant puisque ce pays, le plus peuplé d'Afrique, est aussi l'un des principaux producteurs pétroliers au monde. Mais ce sont surtout les premières déclarations du Brésil et de la Chine sur leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre (GES) qui ont réchauffé l'atmosphère de la conférence. Une déclaration conjointe pour des situations radicalement différentes dans des pays émergents qui, jusqu'à présent, n'étaient pas tenus de réduire leur pollution.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=261182
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In the headlines:

• 
International community must close ranks to support Iraq - UN report

• 
UN-sponsored conference seeks to tackle Iraq’s unemployment crisis

• 
Pushing ahead with UN reform agenda, Annan meets with regional groups

• 
UN mission in DR of Congo concerned about distribution of weapons to North Kivu civilians

• 
UN envoy for Sudan condemns 'brutal' murder of humanitarian workers in Darfur

• 
Liberia suffers from dysfunctional economy, UN panel says

• 
International migration may empower women by providing new roles, UN says

• 
Annan reiterates importance of US role in Middle East peace

• 
Arab religious leaders at UN meeting pledge to fight AIDS

• 
UN refugee agency receives record pledges for 2005 at donors’ conference

• 
UN appeals for aid after poor donor response threatens refugees in Zambia

• 
Balkan leaders vow to end bitter past through dialogue at UN-backed summit

International community must close ranks to support Iraq - UN report 

13 December - With violence in Iraq remaining a major challenge, the restoration of security, protection of civilians, credible and inclusive elections, and a closing of ranks by the international community to support political and economic reconstruction are more vital than ever, according to the latest United Nations report on the situation released today. 

"With the planned elections, Iraq is approaching a key point in the transitional political process," Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in the report, which was presented to the Security Council by his Special Representative Ashraf Qazi. 

"Credible and inclusive elections are the keystone towards achieving legitimacy and stability," he adds, calling on the transitional government to reach out even more broadly to all segments of society. 

While noting that technical preparations for the elections remain on schedule, he stresses the need for an end to violence and the equal imperative of using military force as a last resort. "The widespread insecurity in Iraq, including intimidation, hostage-taking, targeted and indiscriminate attacks on civilians and brutal acts of terror, is a major obstacle," he writes. 

"At the same time, while restoring security throughout Iraq has become an imperative need, the use of military force should be a last resort and undertaken in strict conformity with international humanitarian and human rights law." The UN's overriding concern is the protection of civilians caught in the crossfire of the conflict, he adds. 

Any expansion of UN staffing outside the so called "International Zone" in Baghdad is extremely hazardous and requires both a quantitative and qualitative improvement in overall security, he warns, since the UN and other international organizations "remain high-value, high impact targets." 

Three mutually reinforcing areas - security, political and economic - need to be addressed simultaneously to reassure Iraqis that "the transition is on track, enabling them to see the light at the end of the tunnel," Mr. Annan states. 

"It is time for the international community to close ranks in support of Iraq's political and economic reconstruction," he declares. "The international community shares a compelling stake in seeing Iraq's political transition succeed." 

He stresses that he believes the UN has been able to deliver effective support for this transition in coordinating humanitarian and reconstruction assistance as well as in ensuring that electoral preparations are in place. 

In presenting the report Mr. Qazi noted that all types of violence, much of it extreme in its brutality and indiscriminate in its nature, had disrupted a significant portion of Iraq. "It is imperative that every effort be made to promote dialogue, compromise and reconciliation," he said, calling for regional and international engagement with the Interim Government and with "the spectrum of Iraqi civil and political opinion." 

He voiced optimism that the Interim Government and people of Iraq were willing and able to successfully negotiate the transition to a united, democratic and prosperous Iraq. 

Speaking on behalf of the Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq, United States Ambassador John Danforth called on the UN to put additional personnel on the ground, pledging MNF protection for "its brave and dedicated people." Most UN international staff were withdrawn last year after a terrorist attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad which killed 22 people, including top envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello. 

"While the security situation in Iraq remains difficult, the increase in UN staff and support is essential to Iraq's political transition process," Mr. Danforth said. "UN presence is critically important to successful elections next January 30 and beyond, and to economic development and reconstruction." 

The Permanent Representative of Iraq, Samir Sumaida'ie, said that while his Government was aware of and preoccupied with the security situation it believed that it had a legal and political obligation to the Iraqi people to hold elections on time. 

The Government was doing its utmost to reduce the effects of the "campaign of terror" to a minimum while safeguarding the rights of all citizens to express their will freely, he added. 

In a separate report deploring the "horrendous" murder of Kuwaitis and third-party nationals who went missing in Iraq after the 1990 invasion of their country and the subsequent Persian Gulf War, Mr. Annan notes that 346 bodies out of the 605 missing have so far found, of which 209 have been identified. 

"It is apparent now that they had been executed. I once again condemn their senseless murder," he says. "The perpetrators of these horrendous crimes should be brought to justice." 

He also notes that the return of stolen property in November to Kuwait was the first such action by the new Government, demonstrating its "good intentions…to recognize its obligations to Kuwait and the international community." It should trigger further efforts on its part to find other stolen items including the Kuwaiti national archives whose return Kuwait considers essential. 

UN-sponsored conference seeks to tackle Iraq’s unemployment crisis 

13 December - With 30 per cent of Iraq’s adult workforce and 50 per cent of its youth jobless, a United Nations-sponsored international conference today adopted a declaration underlining the crucial role of employment in the reconstruction and development of the war-torn country. 

The two-day meeting in Amman, Jordan, organized by the UN International Labour Organization (ILO) in response to a call by the Iraqi Government, brought together more than 60 representatives of government, employers and workers in Iraq, as well as representatives of local authorities, civil society, UN agencies, the World Bank and international donors. 

Given Iraq’s precarious employment situation with around 2 million unemployed, the participants issued a Declaration and a Plan of Action declaring that addressing the problem “could certainly make an independent contribution to peace and stability in Iraq.” 

The Action Plan, with its immediate, medium and long-term objectives, set three major action programs, including “maximizing the employment impact of reconstruction efforts, and strengthening the institutional capacities of the concerned government agencies and the social partners.” 

The Amman Declaration called for a “commitment of resources by donors to strengthen labour market institutions to provide employment services which facilitate job creation and lead to an equitable and efficient labour market.” 

In closing remarks ILO Regional Director for Arab States Taleb Rifai reiterated the agency’s commitment to support key ministries and social partners in Iraq in integrating employment in economic and social decision-making. 

He called on other UN specialized agencies and the international donor community to join the ILO in a more coordinated and concerted endeavor to tackle Iraq’s massive unemployment and address related issues. 

Pushing ahead with UN reform agenda, Annan meets with regional groups 

13 December - Pushing ahead with his agenda for United Nations reform, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today met with regional groups of Member States to discuss the findings of the high-level panel he appointed to submit recommendations on the issue. 

The meetings came five days after Mr. Annan told the General Assembly that the coming year was critical for the UN to make the necessary reforms to deal effectively with a new globalization of threats, from HIV/AIDS, nuclear proliferation and genocide to terrorism capable of killing hundreds of thousands of people. 

He met this morning with African and Asian countries to discuss the report of the 16-member High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, drafted by prominent politicians, diplomats and development experts he appointed a year ago to assess threats facing the world and recommend policy and institutional changes to deal with them. 

They came out with 101 proposals for dealing with the six areas identified as being the greatest threats to worldwide security in the 21st century: continued poverty and environmental degradation, terrorism, civil war, conflict between states, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), and organized crime. 

Later in the day Mr. Annan was meeting with the group of Western European and other states. 

In March he is due to submit to the Assembly his review on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, a pledge world leaders made in 2000 to significantly reduce the world's ills, and he has said he will draw heavily not only on the Panel's report but also on members' discussions of it in the coming months, including the ones taking place today. 

UN mission in DR of Congo concerned about distribution of weapons to North Kivu civilians 

13 December - The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today called on the factions of the national armed forces fighting each other in North Kivu province to end the hostilities and urged anyone handing out arms to civilians in the area to stop. 

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) issued a statement strongly appealing to the factions engaged in these fights for calm and an immediate end to fighting following "very alarming reports" from North Kivu of clashes between different ex-military components of the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC) in Kanyabayonga. 

The statement said MONUC supported the DRC Transitional Government's attempts to extend its authority throughout the country. It also appealed to the Government "to clarify the confusion on the ground in North Kivu," bearing in mind that the Government, as well as "the local civilian and military authorities, are entirely responsible for maintaining law and order." 

It recalled that the DRC's High Council of Defence had said the troop redeployment "would be carried out 'in conditions that reassure the populations and that reinforce the units of the 8th military region thus merged.'" 

Meanwhile, MONUC exhorted anyone distributing arms to North Kivu civilians to cease and said "they will individually be held accountable for the dramatic consequences of their actions." 

UN envoy for Sudan condemns 'brutal' murder of humanitarian workers in Darfur 

13 December - The top United Nations envoy for Sudan today condemned "in the strongest terms" the "brutal" murder of two workers of an international humanitarian organization in the strife-torn western Darfur region, and called on all the Government, rebels and militia to respect the principles of international humanitarian law. 

"The fact that the workers themselves seem to have become the target of fighting poses severe difficulties for humanitarian access, with grave consequences for assistance in the future," said Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk. 

The two national workers for Save the Children (UK) were killed when a convoy of clearly marked humanitarian vehicles came under attack in an area where the organization operates a feeding centre and medical clinics. "Humanitarian workers are fully neutral and have come to assist victims of violence in Darfur," he said. 

The UN has called Darfur, where some 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources, the world's worst humanitarian crisis. 

Mr. Pronk reminded the Sudanese Government of is responsibility to protect humanitarian workers in its territory. 

Mr. Pronk's deputy, Manuel Aranda da Silva, is in El Geneina in West Darfur on a two-day visit to discuss protection issues with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), among other bodies. 

The African Union (AU), which is operating a monitoring mission in Darfur, said it would bring any serious violations to the UN Security Council. 

Meanwhile, AU-sponsored talks that were due to resume on Saturday in Abuja, the Nigerian capital, in a bid to end the 22-month conflict between the Government and the rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), have yet to get underway since key SLA figures have yet to arrive, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported. 

Liberia suffers from dysfunctional economy, UN panel says 

13 December - With more than half of the people of Liberia estimated to be living on less than 50 cents a day, a United Nations-appointed expert panel says the West African country is suffering from "widespread financial improprieties by government officials, extremely low economic growth, a high foreign and domestic debt burden" and about 80 per cent unemployment. 

In a report to the UN Security Council, the five-member Panel of Experts on Liberia says instead of spending its funds on health care, education, water and roads, the National Transitional Government (NTGL) appropriated 52 per cent of the annual budget for personnel and 15 per cent for security, although the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) currently bears the major responsibility for security. 

The panel was appointed to monitor Security Council sanctions against Liberia, imposed in 2001 and re-imposed last year. They include diamond exports, an arms embargo, restrictions on the export of round logs and timber products and travel bans on individuals posing a threat to Liberia's stability and security. 

In the 23-page report, the panel says the Government is willing to satisfy the requirements of the Kimberley Process certification that would authenticate local rough diamonds and allow them to be sold internationally, but lacks the finances and trained personnel to stop illegal mining. 

As a consequence, "violations of the Security Council embargo on the export of Liberian diamonds are set to increase in the short to medium term," it predicts. 

In response to an offer of funding from the United States, the NTGL has drawn up lists of equipment and other necessities to ensure Kimberley compliance, but "it appears to be experiencing difficulty in achieving an actual, accurate financial costing." 

Reliable sources told panellists that "up to five small, ad-hoc diamond-buying offices have opened in (the capital) Monrovia that are purchasing production from both Nimba County and the Lofa River basin." 

The Forestry Development Authority (FDA), meanwhile, has enforced widespread compliance with sanctions against timber exports, despite security concerns in the field, the panel says. 

Few of the needed reforms have been implemented, however, and "a growing domestic market is being supplied by ex-generals who are hiring ex-combatant labourers," it says, calling for a professional management team to run FDA. 

The Government has not accounted for the money allocated in the previous two budgets, but has overspent, "most of the revenue-generating parastatals or units have not been audited" and many teachers have not been paid for up to 24 months. 

"In addition to unapproved excess spending, it appears that the National Transitional Government is tolerating substantial leakage of revenue. The Panel documented three major sources: loss of customs duties, loss of taxation on petroleum imports and loss of revenue from the sale of iron ore," the panel says. 

The NTGL sold 700,000 tons of iron ore in January for $10 per ton, instead of the going rate of $40 a ton, and then failed to deposit the proceeds in the Central Bank of Liberia, as required. Sued by civil society organizations, the Justice Ministry pledged to the Supreme Court of Liberia in September that all future proceeds would be properly handled, the panel reports. 

On the question of the action the Security Council requested against certain associates of ousted President Charles Taylor, the report says the Ministry of Justice gave two of the 26 people designated to have their assets frozen, Benoni Urey and Emmanuel Shaw, enough time to dispose of their holdings. 

No action was taken against the others and when the panel asked the Ministry for an explanation, "no reply was furnished." 

The panel has also learned that Mr. Taylor, who is in exile in Nigeria, is still receiving money from Liberia, but it has been unable to collect direct evidence since "the general lack of any type of financial control and rampant corruption" facilitate the diversion of funds. 

The five experts are: Chairman Atabou Bodian of Senegal, Arthur Blundell of Canada, Damien Callamand of France, Caspar Fithen of the United Kingdom and Tommy Garnett of Sierra Leone. 

International migration may empower women by providing new roles, UN says 

13 December - As international migration has more than doubled in the past four decades, women migrants can find an empowering experience in improving their social roles, even though they also face many risks, including gender violence and trafficking, a report to the United Nations General Assembly from Secretary-General Kofi Annan says. 

"Gender inequality can be a powerful factor in precipitating migration when women have economic, political and social expectation that opportunities at home do not meet," says the report, "World Survey on the Role of Women in Development." 

"In the process of international migration women may move away from situations where they live under traditional, patriarchal authority to situations where they are empowered to exercise greater autonomy over their own lives. 

"A gender perspective is essential to understanding both the causes and consequences of international migration," the report adds. 

Even women who remain in their countries when husbands or children migrate may find themselves taking on new, decision-making roles and responsibilities, it says. 

And though they generally earn less than men, voluntary migrant women send home remittances which help their countries of origin to develop and they may influence the national attitudes to women's rights and opportunities. 

The report, which updates previous surveys, responds to Assembly requests in 1999 and 2003. It notes, however, "the dearth of data" on women and migration. Statistics on migrants are often published without breaking them down by gender and age. 

The number of international migrants has risen to about 175 million in 2000, or 2.9 per cent of the world's population, from about 75 million, or 2.5 per cent of the world's population, in 1960. The proportion of women migrants during the same period rose to 49 per cent, from 46.6 per cent. 

Meanwhile, the recipient country may have laws discriminating against migrant women, such as giving them pregnancy tests, making it harder or impossible for their husbands and children to join them, requiring permission from a guardian, or imposing age limits. 

Worse, women may believe that they have legitimate jobs in the new country, only to find that they have been trapped into prostitution, sweatshop work or what are considered other contemporary forms of slavery. 

"The trafficking of people for prostitution and forced labour is one of the fastest-growing areas of international criminal activity and one that is of increasing concern to the international community," it says. 

Annan reiterates importance of US role in Middle East peace 

13 December - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today reiterated the important role of the United States in the Middle East peace process following comments by one of his senior advisers that raised questions about Washington's involvement in the region. 

A statement issued by Mr. Annan's spokesman said that remarks attributed to Special Adviser Lakhdar Brahimi, made Monday in Dubai at the Arab Strategy Forum, "do not reflect United Nations policy, or that of the Secretary-General." 

It went on to stress that Mr. Annan "has been working closely and harmoniously" in the so-called diplomatic Quartet with the United States, the Russian Federation and the European Union "to promote a settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians as part of a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the region." 

"US leadership is indispensable," the statement said. 

Arab religious leaders at UN meeting pledge to fight AIDS 

13 December - With 92,000 cases of HIV infection arising in the Arab world recently, regional religious leaders at a United Nations meeting today signed a declaration pledging to join in the worldwide struggle against the pandemic. 

"We, the Muslim and Christian leaders, working in the field of HIV/AIDS in the Arab world…face the imminent danger of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and have a great responsibility and duty that demands urgent action," said the "Cairo Declaration of Religious Leaders in the Arab Region in Response to the HIV/AIDS Epidemic," signed by 80 leaders in Egypt. 

It also called for the abolition of "all forms of discrimination, isolation, marginalization and stigmatization of people living with HIV/AIDS." 

Under the auspices of the League of Arab States, the conference was organized by the UN Development Programme's (UNDP) HIV/AIDS Regional Programme in the Arab States (HARPAS), the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and a non-governmental organization (NGO), Family Health International/Impact. 

The signatories included Sheikh Mohamed Sayed Tantawi of Cairo's al-Azhar University, Egyptian-born Qatari scholar and broadcaster Sheikh Dr. Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, Mufti Ali Goma'a of Egypt and Coptic Christian Bishop Yoanas, who signed on behalf of Pope Shenouda III of Alexandria. 

According to figures published this month by UNAIDS, the Arab region now has 92,000 adults and children newly infected with HIV, and between 230,000 and 1.5 million adults and children living with HIV, while 28,000 adults and children have died due to AIDS. 

In addition, UNAIDS said, 48 per cent of Arab adults living with HIV are women. 

UN refugee agency receives record pledges for 2005 at donors’ conference 

13 December - A record number of States have pledged the highest-ever amount in advance – $405 million – for the United Nations refugee agency’s operations for 2005, allowing it to better plan its work in the coming year. 

“I'm greatly encouraged by this show of support," UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers said at the end of the annual pledging conference for donors in Geneva on Friday, when the agency announced a 2005 budget of $1.1 billion. 

“Not only is the total amount committed a record for this first stage of the funding cycle, but the number of states that have already made firm pledges is also a record,” he added. “We need to continue to broaden our donor base, but I’m delighted that new states are starting to step forward.” 

The amount pledged was 12 per cent higher than last year's initial figure of $358 million. 

Mr. Lubbers welcomed new donors Croatia, Libya and Romania, as well as Poland, Slovenia and Venezuela, which are back after a few years' absence. He also noted substantially increased contributions from Algeria, the Czech Republic, Iceland, Luxembourg, Morocco, Poland and Sweden. 

Over the past three years, UNHCR has been receiving a greater commitment of funds during the annual pledging conferences, which has helped reduce some of the financial uncertainties that dogged operations in the early months of the annual cycle at the turn of the century. In 2001, a mere 18 countries pledged $285 million. By 2003, as states began to respond to UNHCR’s constant pleas for earlier and more predictable funding, the amount had risen to $359 million promised by 34 countries. 

Another positive development at this year’s conference is that many pledging states stressed they would pay their contributions early in 2005, which would allow for an immediate start-up of planned activities, especially as considerable amounts of up-front funding are often needed – for example, for the purchase of relief items or to begin construction works or repairs. 

Nearly 42 per cent of the agency’s 2005 budget has been allocated to programmes in Africa. “There are an unprecedented number of repatriation operations underway in Africa,” Mr. Lubbers said. 

Last year, refugees from Sierra Leone, Eritrea, Burundi and Angola returned in large numbers, and UNHCR started a programme to help 340,000 Liberians repatriate. 

UN appeals for aid after poor donor response threatens refugees in Zambia 

13 December - With poor donor response forcing a drastic cut in food rations for refugees in Zambia, United Nations agencies have appealed for immediate help to prevent the situation from deteriorating and threatening a repatriation operation to Angola. 

Zambia hosts more than 191,000 refugees, mostly from neighbouring Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Rwanda, and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said there had been poor donor response to the $3.2 million appeal launched in September to cover food needs until the end of the year. 

As a result the Rome-based agency had to halve the rations of pulses in October and of cereals in November. Food distribution in general will be halved unless funds are forthcoming, spokesperson Christiane Berthiaume said. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) warned that the shortage could compromise the repatriation programme to Angola, which is getting back on its feet after three decades of civil war. “The refugees have been away from their homes for decades. They can’t go back and rebuild their lives if they are malnourished; they won’t have the energy for agricultural activities,” spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said. 

“Donors have supported us through the darkest moments of the Angolan war. Now we have the solution in sight, and it’s working. We need help now,” she added. 

The warning is ironic in that the necessary food is there if only the donations arrive. Last week WFP announced plans to dramatically increase the amount of food aid purchased in Zambia as long as there is another substantial surplus in 2005. 

WFP Country Director David Stevenson said Zambia had become an essential source of food but “our plans depend not only on the size of the harvest but also on the cash donations we receive.” 

Balkan leaders vow to end bitter past through dialogue at UN-backed summit 

13 December - Six leaders of southeast Europe, scene of the worst religious and ethnic fighting in the continent since World War II, have pledged to close the bitter chapter of the past with a new culture of dialogue under a declaration adopted at a United Nations-sponsored conference in Tirana, Albania. 

In the Tirana Summit Declaration on Inter-Religious and Inter-Ethnic Dialogue in Southeast Europe, the participants “reaffirm that mutual respect, rooted in open dialogue and nourished by multi-ethnicity, multi-culturality and multi-religiosity is indispensable for the preservation of peace.” 

They stress that “religion must not be part of the problem, but part of the solution,” adding that “minorities can constitute bridges of connection, friendship and understanding between peoples and countries.” 

The Heads of State or government of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and Serbia and Montenegro attended the summit, which was organized on the initiative of the Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura, and Albanian President Alfred Moisiu. 

“Everywhere, inter-religious and inter-ethnic dialogue represents a significant feature of social cohesion and stability,” Mr. Matsuura said in his opening address on Friday. “In southeast Europe, such dialogue carries particular importance both historically and in current political contexts.” 

Over the past decade the region has been the scene of vicious fighting, massacres and ethnic cleansing between Serbs, Croats, Albanians, Christians and Muslims in the states and provinces of the former Yugoslavia. 

UN food agency advances into its fifth decade with the toss of a coin 

13 December - Support for the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) became legal tender in Europe today when the Italian Government dedicated its first commemorative euro coin to the agency as it begins its fifth decade of delivering food aid to the world's hungry. 

“Everyone has a coin in their hand at some point of the day – what better way to remind Europeans of the 800 million hungry people who often don't know where their next meal is coming from,” WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said. 

The front of the new 2 euro coin, legal currency across the 12-country Eurozone, is engraved with a globe and the words “World Food Programme" as well as displaying three key components of food aid – maize, rice and wheat. 

Until this year, euro coins carried a European front with a national symbol on the back, but since January Eurozone countries can dedicate the national face of the coin to a specific event or cause. Sixteen million of the minted commemorative coins will be circulated. 

A special version of the new coin is available upon request from WFP in return for a minimum donation of 10 euros – enough to guarantee a nutritious school lunch for more than 60 hungry children in the world's poorest countries. 

WFP, headquartered in Rome, began delivering emergency food aid to victims of an earthquake in Iran in 1962. Since then, it has become the world's largest humanitarian organization, providing food to 1.2 billion of the poorest people across the globe. In 2003 alone, its food aid reached the hands and mouths of over 100 million people in 81 countries, from Iraq to Ethiopia. 

UN receives International Documentary Association award for its archives 

11 December - The United Nations has received the prestigious International Documentary Association Preservation and Scholarship Award for its extensive media archives, which span decades in the life of the world body. 

“This award comes to us at a critical and challenging time in the Organization's history,” said Ahmad Fawzi, the Director of the Department of Public Information's News and Media Division, accepting the award at a ceremony on Friday in Los Angeles, California. 

“As we approach our 60th birthday, we are grappling with questions about the relevance and effectiveness of the international system we all created, questions of when to go to war and how to build peace, questions of collective security while we continue our humanitarian mission of fighting hunger, poverty, disease and environmental degradation.” 

Mr. Fawzi paid tribute to all those who had catalogued and secured footage and sound elements covering the UN's work at Headquarters and overseas. “They have carefully preserved this material and maintained its accessibility under somewhat constrained physical and financial circumstances,” he said. 

The News and Media Division chief also pledged that the UN “will persevere in preserving and documenting the past, present and future of this global organization that is truly relevant to our time.” 

Hundreds of hours of footage shot by UN producers have been transferred to a digital format for preservation, and to off-site storage as a security measure. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**High-level Panel
The Secretary-General today is meeting with regional groups of Member States to move forward the discussion on the report by the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.

He met this morning with the African and then the Asian States.  And this afternoon, he will hold a meeting with the Group of West European and Other States.

As he told the General Assembly last week, the Secretary-General intends to submit his review of the implementation of the Millennium Declaration to the Assembly next March.

That review, he said, will draw heavily on the ideas in the Panel's report, as well as on the discussions the Member States will hold over the coming months, including the ones taking place today.

**Security Council
This morning, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, presented to the Security Council the Secretary-General’s latest report on Iraq.

He told Council members that upcoming elections present a test of the new political order and the transition process in Iraq.  There is no alternative to a free and fair election, he said, and that’s why it’s so important that Iraqis make every effort to participate in the balloting –- despite the challenging security situation.  He went on to say that those who opt out, or undermine, the elections do neither themselves nor their country any favour.

Qazi reported said in multiple contacts with the Interim Government, the UN has stressed the need to reach out to the widest possible range of Iraqi opinion since an inclusive process is the best guarantee for a successful transition.  Qazi stressed that the balloting will require a conducive political and security environment, including the participation of all sectors of society and all areas of the country.

Political outreach within Iraq, as well as growing regional cooperation with respect to Iraq, offer the best prospect for an improved situation in the country.  Qazi said he is optimistic that the Interim Government and the people of Iraq are willing and able to successfully negotiate the transition to a united, democratic and prosperous Iraq.

In his report, the Secretary-General writes that, despite the prevailing circumstances, which limit the UN’s presence in Iraq, the Organization has been able to deliver effective support for Iraq’s transition, notably by ensuring that electoral preparations are in place and by coordinating humanitarian and reconstruction assistance.

Council members also heard from Ambassador John Danforth of the United States, who reported on the work of the Multinational Force in Iraq, as he is required to do under resolution 1546.

The members have now moved to closed consultations to continue their discussion on Iraq.  Qazi will be here in 226 once those consultations have ended.

**Security Council -- Afternoon
At 3 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled consultations on the UN Disengagement Observer Force in the Golan Heights and also on Cote d’Ivoire and other matters.

On Cote d’Ivoire, Special Representative Albert Tevoedjre is planning to brief.

**MONUC/Kanyabayonga Fighting
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is appealing for calm and an immediate end to hostilities, following reports of fighting between armed groups in the locality of Kanyabayonga, in the province of North Kivu.

The reports say that the armed groups are made up of different ex-military components of the Armed Forces of the DRC.

The UN Mission is calling on the DRC’s Transitional Government to clarify the confusion on the ground in North Kivu.

It adds that it has information about a distribution of arms to civilians in North Kivu, and it calls on the parties that may be responsible for this to immediately end these arms distributions –- and says that they’ll individually be held accountable for the consequences of their actions.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Sudan -- Pronk
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the Sudan, Jan Pronk, has issued a statement deploring the deaths of two national staff of Save the Children, who were killed in South Darfur over the weekend while travelling in a convoy in an area where the group operates a feeding centre and medical clinics.

Saying the brutal action should be condemned in the strongest terms, Pronk calls on all parties to respect the principles of international humanitarian law, most notably the fact that humanitarian workers are neutral and impartial.

He reminds the Government of the Sudan of its responsibility to protect the safety and security of humanitarian workers in the Sudan.

Pronk has arrived in New York and is scheduled to be our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow.

Meanwhile, on the ground, the Deputy Special Representative for Humanitarian and Development Affairs for the Sudan, Manuel Aranda da Silva, is in El Geneina in West Darfur to discuss with agency workers how better to protect civilians there.

**Missing Property
Out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s latest report on the issue of the return by Iraq of Kuwaiti property and repatriation of missing Kuwaitis and third-country nationals.

The Secretary-General says there has been some progress on the return of Kuwaiti property seized by the former Iraqi regime.  On 21 November, some 3,000 books belonging to the National Library of Kuwait were returned by the current Iraqi Government.

The UN’s High Level Coordinator on this issue, Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov, witnessed the return.  He said that this demonstration of good intentions by Baghdad would be followed by the discovery and return of the Kuwaiti archives, which represent the memory of the country.

In the report, the Secretary-General also notes that the remains of Kuwaitis and third-country nationals continue to be repatriated to Kuwait.

**Liberia Sanctions
Out on the racks today is the latest report prepared by the Panel of Experts on Liberia, submitted to the Security Council by Pakistani Ambassador Munir Akram in his capacity as Chair of the Liberia Sanctions Committee.

The report reviews the sanctions in place, which range from an arms embargo, a travel ban on individuals and the embargo of rough diamonds and round logs and timber products stemming from Liberia.

It also reviews the status of the freezing of funds and economic resources of former Liberian President Charles Taylor and his family.

The Council is expected to review Liberia sanctions in consultations next Tuesday.

**AIDS
The UN Development Programme (UNDP) emphasized the importance of committing religious leaders to the fight against AIDS, at a historic three-day meeting on AIDS that began Saturday in Cairo.

UNDP organized the meeting under the auspices of the League of Arab States, and underscored the importance of having religious leaders and civil society act immediately to head off an AIDS crisis in the Arab world.

Dr. Khadija Moalla, UNDP’s AIDS Regional Programme Coordinator in the Arab world, said, “Today the region still has the golden opportunity to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS.  Tomorrow will be too late, as it has been in other parts of the world”.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, some 2,600 families in Afghanistan will receive assistance packages to help them deal with the harsh winter, the UN Mission in that country says.  The Mission says that the UN Refugee Agency and four non-governmental organizations will distribute plastic sheeting, lanterns, blankets and quilts and other household items to vulnerable families in four Afghan provinces.  We have more details in yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul.

**Secretary- General Statement –- Ukraine
We issued a statement late on Friday, stating that the Secretary-General was very pleased to learn of the Ukrainian Parliament’s decision to approve legislation that will allow for a re-vote of the presidential run-off election to go forward on 26 December.  And if you missed it, we still have copies upstairs.

**Secretary- General Report –- Women and Migration
Out on the racks today is a report by the Secretary-General entitled “World Survey on the Role of Women in Development:  Women and International Migration”.

Among other things, the report notes that many national migration laws discriminate against women, that refugee women and girls face particular problems regarding their legal and physical protection, and that female immigrants have higher unemployment rates than males and native-born populations.

The report also sets out recommendations to improve the situation of migrant, refugee, and trafficked women.  Those recommendations include ratifying and implementing the appropriate international legal instruments, and launching education programs to inform migrant women of their rights.

**WFP/China Contributions
James T. Morris, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, is calling on China to become a bigger contributor to its activities.  Morris, who’s currently in China, isn’t looking for bigger contributions solely through food and financial aid –- he’s also targeting China’s expertise in this area, as it’s been successful on a national level.  Morris is due to give a press conference there on Tuesday.

**UNICEF/WHO/Togo Campaign
In a landmark campaign, the children of Togo are to receive four life-saving interventions at once.

The campaign, launched today, intends to reach 1 million children under five with vaccines to prevent measles and polio, mosquito nets to prevent malaria, and deworming tablets.

We have more on this upstairs in a press release from UNICEF and the World Health Organization.

**UN TV
Finally, the UN TV programme “World Chronicle” will be seen today.  The topic will be HIV/AIDS, the guest will be Desmond Johns, Director of the UNAIDS office here.  And you can see it on in-house television channels 3 or 31 at 3:30 p.m.

That’s my report.  Yes, Laura?

Questions and Answers
Question:  I have two questions, Fred.  The first one is, you said that the Secretary-General is going to be meeting with regional groups.  Is he going to be meeting with the Arab Group or are they lumped into the Asian Group?

Spokesman:  The Arab world is part of Asia.  It’s part of the Asian group.

Question:  And the other question is, the Secretary-General’s meeting with Tom Lantos, this afternoon at 2:30, do you know what they’re going to be discussing?  And specifically, are they going to be discussing the Darfur report?

Spokesman:  I have no idea.  We’ll try and get a readout for you.  Yes?

Question:  Over the weekend there were several newspaper reports that Mr. ElBaradei the IAEA chief; the United States has been eavesdropping on his phone conversations as a political instrument to force him to make certain decisions on Iran, or ...(inaudible) reports during the Iraq resolution crisis that the Secretary-General’s phones were being tapped by British intelligence.  Has any protest been launched to the United States Government or any investigation been launched by the UN?

Spokesman:  When you’re asking “has an investigation been launched” are you talking about the IAEA complaint or the...(Interrupted)?

Question:  The IAEA complaint, number one.

Spokesman:  Well, you have to check with them.  I saw their spokesman made a statement this morning.  But I would refer you to the IAEA for their reaction to that.

On the second, the allegations that there was eavesdropping of the Secretary-General’s telephone conversations, we have nothing to add to what we’ve already said, which he said himself, that if this is true, it would be restrictive of his exchanges by telephone with world leaders who expect to speak to him in confidence when they pick up the telephone.

Question:  It seems that there is something of sort of a pattern that whenever there is an issue to be posed, this is what the United States and Great Britain do.

Spokesman:  This is an allegation and we don’t have anything more to say about it.  Bill?

Question:  In his remarks to the Security Council earlier, the ambassador from Iraq suggested, or he said, a couple of things critical of the UN, suggesting in one case the phrase “as circumstances permit” was being used as a mantra to justify insufficient presence on the ground.  More pointedly, he said “the preferred mode of interaction with Iraqi officials seems too often to be video conferencing or telephone calls from outside Iraq”.  Has the UN any response to that criticism?

Spokesman:  I suggest you put that question to Mr. Qazi when he comes here.  The “as circumstances permit” language was something that the Secretary-General insisted that the Security Council include in the resolution to give him the freedom to assess the security situation and to commit international staff to Iraq only as the security situation permits.  And he continues to insist on that.  And I don’t think, in fairness, we can say that we’re hiding behind it.  I think we’re saying that we’re looking very closely after the safety and security of our staff after the horrendous events of the bombing in Baghdad.  Your other question, I’m sorry, was?

Question:  That was it.

Spokesman:  Okay.  Yes, David?

Question:  Some would put it under housekeeping; I tend to think it’s a little bit more important than that.  The announcement at the beginning of the briefing of the meetings with the regional groups is something, up until you announced it here, is not on his printed schedule nor is it on his electronic schedule.  Some of us, as you know, are covering this quite closely.  And especially for television, it’s quite important to know beforehand so at least we have the opportunity to request a photo opportunity.

That being said, can we get a photo opportunity of either the meeting that’s ongoing now at the end of it?  And can we request standing requests for photo opportunities for the rest of these meetings?

Spokesman:  Well, for whatever reason, they did not want a photo opportunity of that meeting.  Whether it was because of the constraints of time or not, I don’t know.  But we’ll be happy to forward your request to them.  I don’t know whether a change could be made, if one would be made by the end of the meeting that’s ongoing now.

Question:  In fact it’s up now with the Qazi thing.  The other thing is it’s not on his public schedule.  Are these considered internal meetings or is there a reason they are not on his public schedule?

Spokesman:  I’d have to find out why they did it that way.  I honestly don’t know.

Okay, Djibril, do you want to come up?  Mr. Qazi isn’t here yet.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon,

On Friday the General Assembly took up reports of the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization).  The General Assembly also adopted 24 resolutions and four decisions on a wide range of agenda items.  Those items include decolonization, information, mine-action assistance, peacekeeping operations, the effects of atomic radiation, the work of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), and Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories.

The Assembly also adopted, without a vote, three plenary-generated texts entitled “Assistance to the survivors of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, particularly orphans, widows and sexual violence”, “Cooperation between the United Nations and regional and other organizations”, and “Cooperation between the Organization and the Council of Europe”.

Five of the texts recommended by the Fourth Committee related to the work of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the OccupiedTerritories.  Four others focused on the work of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

By a recorded vote of 167 in favour, 1 against, with 11 abstentions, the Assembly adopted a draft resolution on assistance to Palestinian refugees, by which it extended UNRWA’s mandate until June 2008, and called on all donors to make the most generous efforts possible to meet the Agency’s anticipated needs.

Adopting a text on the Agency, the Assembly expressed its appreciation for UNRWA’s tireless efforts under increasingly difficult conditions.  It also called on Israel to take measures to protect UNRWA personnel and facilities, to cease obstructing its work, and to compensate the Agency for damage to its property.

Action on other UNRWA-related drafts was also taken.

By a text on “Information in the service of humanity”, also adopted without a vote, the Assembly urged all countries, the United Nations system and all others concerned to cooperate in reducing disparities in information and communication capacity.  It also condemned attacks against journalists and urged support for the training of journalists from developing countries.

On decolonization issues, the Assembly adopted a resolution on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.  By that action, it called upon the administering Powers to cooperate fully with the Special Committee on Decolonization to finalize, before the end of 2005, a case-by-case work programme that would enable the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to exercise, fully and as soon as possible, their right to self-determination, including the option of independence.

In another action, the Assembly adopted a resolution on the question of Western Sahara.  By that action, it underlined Security Council resolution 1495 (2003), expressing the Council’s support of the peace plan for the self-determination of that Territory’s people as an optimum political solution, on the basis of agreement between the two parties to the Western Sahara dispute.  Also by that text, the Assembly continued to support strongly the Secretary-General’s efforts to achieve a mutually acceptable political solution to the dispute.

Among the draft resolutions that the Assembly adopted without a vote was a  text on small-island Non-Self-Governing Territories, by which the Assembly reaffirmed that there was no alternative to the principle of self-determination in the process of decolonization.  It called upon the administering Powers, in cooperation with the territorial governments, to facilitate the political process in Territories under their jurisdiction through education and other means.

Acting again without a vote, the Assembly adopted a text on Tokelau, by which it welcomed the substantial progress made in the past year towards the devolution of power to village councils.  The General Assembly also acknowledged the continuing assistance that New Zealand, the administering Power, had provided for promoting self-government in the Territory.  Also adopted was a resolution on New Caledonia and a decision on Gibraltar.

Resolutions on the effects of atomic radiation and international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space were adopted by the General Assembly, which decided to include “Assistance in mine action” in the provisional agenda of its sixtieth session.

The General Assembly will reconvene at 3 p.m. on Wednesday 15 December to discuss the role of diamonds in fuelling conflict.  It is also expected to take action on a number of outstanding draft resolutions.

Finally, on the dates of the closing of the current session of the GA and Committees.

General Assembly President Jean Ping informed delegations that the closing date of the fifty-ninth session had been pushed back from 14 December to Monday 20 December.

As you know, the First Committee and the Fourth Committee have already presented their reports to the General Assembly and their reports have been reviewed.

We expect the Third Committee to present its report on 20 December 2004.  The Second Committee is expected to present its report to the General Assembly on 14 December 2004.  Of course, we’re mentioning these dates to facilitate your work.  They have not been finalized.  And we do not have a date yet for the completion of the work of the Fifth Committee.

President of the General Assembly’s programme for the day.

He had a series of consultations with delegations as part the preparations for next year’s High-Level segment.  These consultations include this morning the Permanent Representative ofEl Salvador, as well as four ambassadors from Germany, Brazil, India and Japan.

He is meeting this afternoon with Her Excellency Ms Yoriko Kawaguchi, Special Advisor to the Prime Minister of Japan.  And that will be from 3 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in his office.

And we’re arranging, in light of the earlier caution, we’re just making sure that we arrange, as has been the case in the past, a photo opportunity of this meeting with the President.

That’s all I have for you.  Questions?

Questions and Answers
Question:  This meeting between the G-4, Mr. Kawaguchi’s, for what is it?  For the same reason?  To press them for a seat in the Security Council or to move forward on this question of veto power?  What is the reason for this second meeting to take place within a period of...(Inaudible)?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The meetings started with the Permanent Representative of El Salvador this morning.  And then he went on with the four ambassadors.  As I said, this is part of a round of consultations that the President is undertaking and other regions will also be consulted in the near future.

Question:  Are they countries who are opposed to any expansion in the permanent slots on the Security Council?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  It was not a specific discussion on the Security Council per se.  It was more a discussion on the preparation of next year’s High-Level segment.

Okay, thank you.
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