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Journalistic Balance as Global Warming Bias
Creating controversy where science finds consensus

Extra! November/December 2004

By Jules Boykoff and Maxwell Boykoff

A new study has found that when it comes to U.S. media coverage of global warming , superficial balance—telling "both" sides of the story—can actually be a form of informational bias. Despite the consistent assertions of the United Nations-sponsored Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that human activities have had a "discernible" influence on the global climate and that global warming is a serious problem that must be addressed immediately, "he said/she said" reporting has allowed a small group of global warming skeptics to have their views greatly amplified. 

The current best climate research predicts that the Earth's temperature could rise by as much as 10.4° F by 2100. Studies show that this temperature increase could contribute to a sea-level rise of up to 35 inches by 2100—threatening to flood tens of millions of inhabitants of coastal communities. Warming on this scale would extend the range and activity of pests and diseases, and force land and marine life to migrate northward, thereby endangering ecosystems, reproductive habits and biodiversity. 

Moreover, climate forecasts include more and higher-intensity rainfall in some regions, leading to greater flood and landslide damage. In other regions, forecasts call for increased droughts, resulting in smaller crop yields, more forest fires and diminished water resources. These climate shifts threaten the lives and livelihoods of people around the globe, with a greater impact on the most vulnerable. 

These gloomy findings and dire predictions are not the offerings of a gaggle of fringe scientists with an addiction to the film Apocalypse Now. Rather, these forecasts are put forth by the IPCC, the largest, most reputable peer-reviewed body of climate-change scientists in history. Formed by the United Nations in 1990 and composed of the top scientists from around the globe, the IPCC employs a decision-by-consensus approach. In fact, D. James Baker, administrator of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and undersecretary for oceans and atmosphere at the Department of Commerce under the Clinton administration, has said about human contributions to global warming (Washington Post , 11/12/97) that "there's no better scientific consensus on this on any issue I know—except maybe Newton's second law of dynamics." 

The idea of balance 

In 1996, the Society of Professional Journalists removed the term "objectivity" from its ethics code (Columbia Journalism Review , 7-8/03). This reflects the fact that many contemporary journalists find the concept to be an unrealistic description of what journalists aspire to, preferring instead words like "fairness," "balance," "accuracy," "comprehensiveness" and "truth." In terms of viewpoints presented, journalists are taught to abide by the norm of balance: identifying the most dominant, widespread positions and then telling "both" sides of the story. 

According to media scholar Robert Entman, "Balance aims for neutrality. It requires that reporters present the views of legitimate spokespersons of the conflicting sides in any significant dispute, and provide both sides with roughly equal attention." 

Balanced coverage does not, however, always mean accurate coverage. In terms of the global warming story, "balance" may allow skeptics—many of them funded by carbon-based industry interests—to be frequently consulted and quoted in news reports on climate change. Ross Gelbspan, drawing from his 31-year career as a reporter and editor, charges in his books The Heat Is On and Boiling Point that a failed application of the ethical standard of balanced reporting on issues of fact has contributed to inadequate U.S. press coverage of global warming: 

The professional canon of journalistic fairness requires reporters who write about a controversy to present competing points of view. When the issue is of a political or social nature, fairness—presenting the most compelling arguments of both sides with equal weight—is a fundamental check on biased reporting. But this canon causes problems when it is applied to issues of science. It seems to demand that journalists present competing points of view on a scientific question as though they had equal scientific weight, when actually they do not. 
We empirically tested Gelbspan's hypothesis as we focused on the human contribution to global warming (known in science as "anthropogenic global warming"). In our study called "Balance as Bias: Global Warming and the U.S. Prestige Press"—presented at the 2002 Conference on the Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change in Berlin and published in the July 2004 issue of the journal Global Environmental Change —we analyzed articles about human contributions to global warming that appeared between 1988 and 2002 in the U.S. prestige press: the New York Times , Washington Post , Los Angeles Times and Wall Street Journal .

Using the search term "global warming," we collected articles from this time period and focused on what is considered "hard news," excluding editorials, opinion columns, letters to the editor and book reviews. Approximately 41 percent of articles came from the New York Times , 29 percent from the Washington Post , 25 percent from the Los Angeles Times , and 5 percent from the Wall Street Journal . 

From a total of 3,543 articles, we examined a random sample of 636 articles. Our results showed that the majority of these stories were, in fact, structured on the journalistic norm of balanced reporting, giving the impression that the scientific community was embroiled in a rip-roaring debate on whether or not humans were contributing to global warming. 

More specifically, we discovered that: 

53 percent of the articles gave roughly equal attention to the views that humans contribute to global warming and that climate change is exclusively the result of natural fluctuations. 

35 percent emphasized the role of humans while presenting both sides of the debate, which more accurately reflects scientific thinking about global warming.

6 percent emphasized doubts about the claim that human-caused global warming exists, while another 6 percent only included the predominant scientific view that humans are contributing to Earth's temperature increases. 

Through statistical analyses, we found that coverage significantly diverged from the IPCC consensus on human contributions to global warming from 1990 through 2002. In other words, through adherence to the norm of balance, the U.S. press systematically proliferated an informational bias. 

Global Warming 101 

Building on earlier climate science work by William Herschel, John Tyndall and Joseph Fourier, investigations regarding humans' role in global warming began in 1896, when Nobel Prize-winning physicist Svante Arrhenius examined contributions of carbon dioxide emissions to increases in atmospheric temperature. In the 1930s, meteorologist G.S. Callendar gathered temperature records from more than 200 weather stations around the world and attributed temperature increases to greenhouse gas emissions from industry. 

In the 1950s, Gilbert Plass' research on atmospheric CO2 and infrared radiation absorption added to a growing scientific consensus that humans contribute to global warming. In 1956, Plass announced that human activities were raising the average global temperature. 

Also, beginning in 1958, Charles David Keeling began to document atmospheric carbon dioxide levels from Mauna Loa volcano in Hawaii. His findings of a dramatic increase in CO2—referred to as the "Keeling Curve"—are considered some of the most important long-term data relating to humans' role in global warming. Additionally, 1966 and 1977 United States National Academy of Sciences reports made clear links between human activities and global warming. 

NASA scientist James Hansen's 1988 testimony to the U.S. Congress marked solidified scientific concern for human-caused global warming. He said he was "99 percent certain" that warmer temperatures were caused by the burning of fossil fuels and not solely a result of natural variation and that "it is time to stop waffling so much and say that the evidence is pretty strong that the greenhouse effect is here." 

Since the formation of the IPCC in 1988 by the United Nations Environment Program and the World Meteorological Organization, a steady flow of IPCC reports have continued to support the notion that humans are contributing to global warming. For example, in 1990 at the World Climate Conference in Geneva, over 700 scientists from around the world gathered to review the IPCC First Scientific Assessment Report in order to set the stage for the crafting of the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). After their review, they released the Scientists' Declaration, which focused on human-caused global warming, and read, "A clear scientific consensus has emerged on estimates of the range of global warming that can be expected during the 21st century.... Countries are urged to take immediate actions to control the risks of climate change." Another salient assertion regarding human contributions to warming manifested in the Second Scientific Assessment Report, released in 1995. The consensus statement strongly asserted that there has been "a discernible human influence" on the global climate. 

Balanced to a fault 

Specific examples abound that demonstrate a contrast between "balanced reporting" in newspaper coverage and this scientific consensus on human-caused global warming. For example, an article that appeared on the front page of the Los Angeles Times (12/2/92) reported: 

The ability to study climatic patterns has been critical to the debate over the phenomenon called "global warming." Some scientists believe—and some ice core studies seem to indicate—that humanity's production of carbon dioxide is leading to a potentially dangerous overheating of the planet. But skeptics contend there is no evidence the warming exceeds the climate's natural variations.

Pitting what "some scientists believe" against what "skeptics contend" implies a roughly even division within the scientific community. And putting the term "global warming" in scare quotes serves to subtly cast doubt on the reality of such a phenomenon.

Another front-page Los Angeles Times article (2/8/93), "An Early Warning of Warming: If the 'Greenhouse Effect' Exists, the Arctic Will Be the First to Experience It," provides another example of balance as bias. After stating that "many climate experts are convinced that the world is warming up, probably because of increased atmospheric levels of 'greenhouse gases' given off by the burning of fossil fuels," the article goes on to imply a roughly even division within the scientific community: 

Such a weather log [for the Arctic] will be of tremendous help to the many scientists who are trying to find out whether the current warming trend is merely part of the natural variation in climate—or whether it is the more worrisome result of runaway fossil-fuel consumption. For those caught up in the global-warming debate, this is the threshold question. The evidence so far is inconclusive.

Scientists agree that the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere have increased by about 25 percent over the past century. And credible statistics support a finding that not only is the Earth warming but that the past decade was, on average, the warmest since record-keeping began in the latter part of the 19th century. . . 

But is there a clear connection between the rise in carbon dioxide concentrations and the warming temperature? That's where many competent researchers admit they are stumped. They point out that the Earth has gone through other warm spells down through the eons, none of them brought on through human deeds. Today's rising temperatures, they say, may just be another one of those natural fluctuations. 

Aside from the title's insinuation that the greenhouse effect, as a scientific process, may not exist—even though this is a completely uncontroversial piece of science that explains why atmospheres tend to warm planets—the article also portrays a balanced debate on whether global warming is caused by fossil-fuel emissions.

Yet another example of this balance-as-bias phenomenon comes from a 1995 Washington Post article (3/28/95) that previewed the First Conference of the Parties (COP1) to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change in Berlin. The article described "the lack of international consensus on the causes and hazards of global warming" before turning to the concerns of residents of the Maldive Islands, a low-lying country that could be submerged if rising tides from global warming continue. After citing the distress of the Maldive president, the article closes by saying: 

On the other hand, some skeptical meteorologists and analysts assert that global warming reflects a natural cycle of temperature fluctuation and cannot be decisively tied to human actions. "As far as we are concerned, there's no evidence for global warming, and by the year 2000 the man-made greenhouse theory will probably be regarded as the biggest scientific gaffe of the century," Piers Corbyn, an astrophysicist at London's Weather Action forecasting organization, told the Reuters news agency.

As a final example, a Los Angeles Times article from 2001 (4/13/01) stated:

The issue of climate change has been a topic of intense scientific and political debate for the past decade. Today, there is agreement that the Earth's air and oceans are warming, but disagreement over whether that warming is the result of natural cycles, such as those that regulate the planet's periodic ice ages, or caused by industrial pollutants from automobiles and smokestacks.

These articles all demonstrate that adhering to the journalistic norm of balanced reporting can, in the end, lead to biased coverage. 

Dueling scientists 

As we have seen, the "dueling scientists" became a common feature of the prestige-press terrain in the United States. Late in 1990, a coherent and cohesive group emerged to challenge the claims that were made in the IPCC reports. S. Fred Singer, Don Pearlman, Richard Lindzen, Sallie Baliunas, Frederick Seitz, Robert Balling Jr., Patrick Michaels and others began to speak out vociferously against the findings of the IPCC. This group is what Jeremy Leggett's book The Carbon War dubbed the "Carbon Club," describing them as "the foot soldiers for the fossil-fuel industries." 

Scientists from the Carbon Club consistently found their way into the news. For example, in a Washington Post article headlined "Primary Ingredient of Acid Rain May Counteract Greenhouse Effect" (9/17/90), the skeptics were afforded prominent billing. Discussing the relative role of sulfur dioxide, the article stated: 

If the role of sulfur cooling proves to be large, and this is still far from certain, some researchers say it could be necessary to continue burning fossil fuels in order to produce sulfur dioxide to fight the carbon dioxide-driven warming. "I would not be surprised if somebody suggested concentrating fossil fuel power plants on the eastern margins of continents, which would put a lot of sulfates into the atmosphere, which would rain out over the oceans, which have a tremendous capacity to absorb acidity," [Patrick] Michaels [of the University of Virginia] said. "This plan would make sense because the prevailing winds blow from east to west."

In another article from the New York Times (4/22/98), another global-warming skeptic, Dr. Frederick Seitz, was portrayed as supporting a supposedly scientific study pushing the idea that carbon dioxide emissions were not a threat to the climate, but rather "a wonderful and unexpected gift from the Industrial Revolution."

These global warming skeptics deflect attention away from the IPCC's consensus on the human contributions to global warming, thereby providing space for politicians to call for "more research" before tinkering with the status-quo consumption of fossil fuels. Through "balanced" coverage, the mass media have misrepresented the scientific consensus of humans' contribution to global warming as highly divisive, what the Washington Post (10/31/92) once referred to as "the usual fickleness of science." Such coverage has served as a veritable oxygen supply for skeptics in both the scientific and political realms. 

Time for a currency transfer 

To the surprise of many, the George W. Bush administration released a report in late August 2004 stating that carbon-dioxide emissions and other heat-trapping greenhouse gases are the most plausible explanation for global warming. Contrary to previous presidential proclamations, the report indicated that rising temperatures in North America were attributable in part to human activity and that this was having detectable effects on animal and plant life. New York Times environment reporter Andrew Revkin (8/26/04) dubbed this "a striking shift in the way the Bush administration has portrayed the science of climate change." 

Yet despite this recent report, the Bush administration did not flinch in its stance on the issue of global warming. It continued to spurn the Kyoto Protocol, oppose actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and emphasize uncertainties in the underlying climate-change science, calling for more research before taking action to curb human contributions to warming (New York Times , 11/13/02). In fact, John H. Marburger, Bush's science adviser, said (Washington Post , 8/27/04) that the most recent report has "no implications for policy." Marburger asserted, "There is no discordance between this report and the president's position on climate." 

So why has the United States government—from President George H.W. Bush to Bill Clinton to George W. Bush—been so reluctant to seriously address global warming? A number of factors have contributed to this spectacular inaction: the oil and coal industries' tanker-load of annual campaign contributions to national politicians, these industries' well-connected cadre of lobbyists working Capitol Hill with aplomb, the crucial disjuncture between a scientific community that deals in a language of uncertainty and probability and a political culture that barks "If it ain't certain, it ain't real," the Bush administration's long-standing relationship with the energy industries, and so on. 

But a much subtler mechanism is also at work: the journalistic norm of balanced reporting, widely considered one of the traditional pillars of good journalism. By giving equal time to opposing views, the major mainstream newspapers significantly downplayed scientific understanding of the role humans play in global warming. Certainly there is a need to represent multiple viewpoints, but when generally agreed-upon scientific findings are presented side-by-side with the viewpoints of a handful of skeptics, readers are poorly served. Meanwhile, the world dangerously warms, conservative think tanks gut the precautionary principle, and humankind—from the Carbon Club to the Boys and Girls Club—faces a dire future. 

This critique is not meant as a personal attack on individual journalists. In fact, adhering to the norm of balance is a sign of professionalism, and, let's not forget, approximately 35 percent of the articles in our sample got the story correct. There are a number of journalists, such as Andrew Revkin of the New York Times , who are providing sound coverage of this important issue. We are more concerned with the institutional features and professional norms and practices of the mass-media system than we are with naming names of questionable journalists. Of course, these features will change when individual journalists, editors, publishers, scientists, policy makers and citizens work effectively to change them. 

Clearly, the notion of balance is much more complex than it appears on the conceptual surface. Journalists have already begun the appropriate excavation of the term "objectivity." Similar archaeological work should also be carried out on "balance." 

____________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

Tsunami Zone Spared Major Disease Outbreaks 
JAKARTA, Indonesia, February 11, 2005 (ENS) - Health officials are breathing a sigh of relief that early fears of disease outbreaks in Indian Ocean nations after the December 26, 2004 earthquake and tsunami have not been realized. It was feared that poor living conditions amidst the devastation and lack of clean water and sanitation could lead to outbreaks of cholera, dysentery and other communicable diseases. 
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Broken pieces of homes and belongs were strewn for miles in Aceh province on the Indonesian island of Sumatra. (Photo by Rein Skullerud courtesy World Food Programme) 
In its latest report issued Tuesday the World Health Organization (WHO) said some cases of dengue fever have been found in Indonesia's Aceh province where destruction from the giant wave was greatest. A confirmed case of dengue fever has been identified in Aceh Utara, and further potential cases of dengue have been discovered, but the disease is not widespread. 

No disease outbreaks have been reported in India, Maldives, Sri Lanka, or Thailand, the other countries that sustained the most damage from the tsunami. 

An estimated 40,000 pregnant women were among those left homeless as a result of the earthquake and tsunami. As part of its emergency response, WHO quickly dispatched medical professionals and essential supplies to the area affected for care of these women. Now, WHO is collaborating with respective national authorities and other international agencies to ensure pregnant women, particularly those who were displaced, have access to safe childbirth services. 

"We need to provide skilled care to these 40,000 mothers-to-be, and pay special attention to the thousands of new lives coming into the world in the coming weeks," said Joy Phumaphi, WHO assistant director for general, family and community health today. "Timely access to health facilities and services for mothers and babies must be a priority." 

In most camps in the affected countries, the biggest problem for women is the lack of skilled attendants at birth. 

“Even under normal circumstances, maternal and child health is a matter of major concern in the region, said Dr. Samlee Plianbangchang, WHO’s South-East Asia regional director. "Maternal deaths in this region account for one-third of the total number of global deaths and over three million children die below the age of five in this region annually, mostly from preventable causes. The tsunami has further added to the pressure.” 

In the hard-hit Indonesian province of Aceh, WHO is assisting the Provincial Health Office to re-establish midwifery services in an integrated manner with other primary health care services in the affected areas. 

In each of the 49 points of resettlement in Aceh – planned to be launched in March 2005 - there will be a satellite health post providing 24 hour basic health services with a doctor, a midwife and two nurses. Maternal and child health services, family planning, nutrition, immunization and treatment for common illnesses will be offered. 
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A young boy tucks into a World Food Programme (WFP) high energy biscuit at the makeshift primary school set-up up the Gedung Sosial opera house camp for internally displaced persons. (Photo by Rein Skullerud courtesy WFP) 
Health officials were concerned about outbreaks of measles among surviving children, but have responded quickly with an immunization campaign that so far has reached more than 90,000 children, or 69 percent in Aceh. Vaccination activities targeting schools and communities outside the camps have also begun. 

Vitamin A supplements have been provided to over 20,000 children between the ages of six months and five years. 

In the Aceh to Meulaboh area, widespread distribution of bednets is necessary, WHO assessment teams have found. Some settlements are also demanding spraying with insecticides in order to prevent malaria. 

A WHO team from Jakarta visited Banda Aceh from January 31 to February 5 to assess tuberculosis control capacity. This assessment will be replicated in other affected districts over the coming weeks. TB drugs and testing equipment are being distributed to Aceh health centers. Information on how to diagnose and treat TB patients are being distributed through the Aceh Provincial Health Office to nongovernmental organizations, mobile clinics, and field hospitals, as many of them are unfamiliar with TB management. 

In the Meulobah area of Aceh, where thousands of people died and many thousands were displaced, sanitation and water supplies have improved in some camps, and some people have spontaneously returned to the sites of their previous homes, with their tents, to begin rebuilding, the WHO teams found. 

The area hospital was not damaged in the flood and is functional. With WHO support, the hospital laboratory opened this week. 

An inter-agency assessment of Aceh and Meulobah carried out between January 7 and February 5 has found that flooding and rain is causing serious hygiene problems in the internally displaced people's (IDP) settlements and camps. 

Water containers and latrines are urgently needed, particularly in new settlements, WHO says. Here, the provision of potable water is through tanks, tankers and dug wells or boreholes. Tap outlets on tanks are often broken or leaking. Better coordination is needed amongst tanker operators refilling the tanks and distributing the water. 

Although soap bars have been purchased by WHO, further promotion of personal hygiene and cleanliness is required, the assessment teams report. 

In Banda Aceh, planning and training for water and sanitation staff to work in IDP settlements is recommended. 

The Aceh provincial drug warehouse is now functioning again. A drug supply chain for donated drugs is being established. This will ensure that all donated drugs are from WHO pre-qualified suppliers; are appropriately labeled in Indonesian; and are within their use-by date. The Ministry of Health reported that donations of office equipment and refrigerators for vaccines from AUSaid have arrived in Banda Aceh. 

While fears about physical illness have diminished, the same is not true for mental and emotional health. WHO is working with local health officials to train community leaders to create a network of counselors who can help victims cope with the anguish that remains in the loss of loved ones, property, income and community. 

The government of Indonesia said February 3 that the first phase of the emergency relief operation in Aceh province has ended and that recovery and reconstruction in tsunami affected areas will begin. Still, government officials emphasized that food and medical supplies are needed for the tens of thousands of survivors living in isolated communities. 
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Every day, trucks provided by WFP implementing partners such as CARE and Save the Children, transfer food aid brought in by sea and air to IDP camps across northern Sumatra. (Photo by Rein Skullerud courtesy WFP) 
UN World Food Programme (WFP) teams, sent in to assess the hunger risk, estimate that some 790,000 Indonesians will need food aid over the next six months. 

Beyond the horrific loss of human life, a World Bank Preliminary Damage and Loss Needs Assessment estimates damages and losses amounting to US$4.45 billion. This is equivalent to 118 percent of Aceh's GDP and 2.7 percent of Indonesia's GDP. Of the total, 63 percent constitutes damages and 37 percent is attributed to lost income flowing through the economy. A more detailed assessment is planned. 

The tsunami extensively damaged Indonesia's coastal environment, causing $675 million in losses to natural habitats and important ecosystem functions, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reports. 

In New York, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has announced that former U.S. President Bill Clinton will head the UN's tsunami reconstruction efforts, and will take office from March 1, 2005. 

Two players from the U.S. National Football League's top players are coming to Aceh province on February 12 and 13 to help the UN World Food Programme to feed hungry families. 

New York Giants quarterback Kurt Warner and wide receiver Amani Toomer will be lending their support to the WFP relief effort by helping with food distribution, visiting the tsunami-affected areas and generally working on the front lines with WFP staff in this emergency.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Yemen Observer

Final tsunami toll announced: 5 dead, $3 million in damages By Abdul-Aziz Oudah
Feb 12, 2005 - Vol.VIII Issue 06 
	

	Yemen loses $3 million and the lives of five persons according to ministry statement as a result of tsunami disaster.


SANA'A - Minister of Water & Environment Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani revealed in a press statement last week the total extent of the impact of December’s tsunami disaster on Yemen: “It cost us $3 million and the lives of five persons.” 

An international mission meanwhile completes this Saturday, February 12, its full assessment of the impact. The International Environment Emergencies unit had launched last Sunday a lengthy survey of the tsunami’s impact on eastern parts of the country. 

The three-member international team has been conducting work on Socotra and the province of Al-Mahra, inspecting fish farms and coral reefs. 

According to the environment minister, the international team aims to present a comprehensive report to the international committee responsible for studying the consequences of the tsunami before its final presentation to the United Nations Environment Programme.

The ministerial meeting of the UNEP is scheduled for February 21. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Tsunami moved islands, shortened days 

Reuters Jakarta Feb 11: The massive earthquake that triggered the Asian tsunami wobbled the earth on its axis, forced cartographers back to the drawing board and changed time by a fraction, but there’s no need to adjust your clocks.
Six weeks after the tsunami that may have killed 300,000 people on the shores of the Indian Ocean, scientists are discovering more about the changes wrought by the magnitude 9 quake, the fourth-largest in the last century.
It caused upheaval on the sea floor near its epicentre off the northwest coast of Indonesia’s Sumatra island and moved several other islands, but scientists say any movement of land mass can be measured in inches rather than tens of yards.
Mr Chen Ji, a seismologist at the California Institute of Technology, said he found movement along the fault line of about 33 feet laterally and 13-16 feet vertically.
But reports that the entire island of Sumatra — 1,060 miles long and 250 miles wide — 115 feet or more are wildly inaccurate, scientists say.
“We know we have movements of over a meter (yard), perhaps a couple of meters,” said Mr Ken Hudnut, a California-based geophysicist with the US Geological Survey.
“But the idea that Sumatra has moved 100 feet is just wrong.”
Scientists are working on precise measurements by comparing geographic points whose locations were known before the quake with their new positions using the Global Positioning System, which reads exact locations by satellite.
High-tech British and US ships are investigating changes to the sea bed and local authorities are measuring depths in critical shipping channels.
Scientists at National Aeronautics Space Administration, the US space agency, said the December 26 quake — the largest to rattle Earth since 1964 in Alaska — disrupted the planet’s rotation and shaved 2.68 microseconds, or millionths of a second, from the length of a day.
NASA scientists, Mr B F Chao and Mr Richard Gross calculated it shifted Earth’s mean north pole about 1 inch and made the planet slightly less oblate, or flattened at the poles.
“Physically, this is analogous to a spinning skater drawing arms closer to the body, resulting in a faster spin,” they wrote in an article in Eos, a publication of the American Geophysical Union.
But they said these changes are based on calculations rather than measurements. The changes are so small they are either difficult to measure or too small to detect.
Many earthquakes shake the planet’s axis and affect its rotation, scientists added, but their impact is too small to measure.
But environmental damage from the tsunami was vast. The killer waves gouged beaches, crushed coral reefs, smashed thousands of acres of mangrove forests and refashioned coastlines from Thailand to Somalia.
A preliminary survey by Indonesia’s government and the United Nations Environmental Programme estimated the economic cost to the environment at $ 675 million in Indonesia alone.
The survey said 60,000 acres of mangroves and 70,000 acres of coral reefs were damaged.
Some coral reefs — undersea gardens that act as shelter and nursery to a wide range of marine species — were crushed by the waves. Corals grow slowly, some only an inch or two a year, so their recovery could take decades.
Mr John Pernetta, a UNEP official in Bangkok, said the extent of damage to some of the coral reefs around Thailand was very high — up to 80 per cent in some places. Their recovery was uncertain.
Mangroves torn out by the waves will fare better, he said, as they leave behind roots and seeds that will help them regenerate.
“Long-term damage to mangroves by hurricanes or tsunamis doesn’t really happen,” Mr Pernetta said. “After five to 10 years you don’t even know anything has happened.”
Vast stretches of Sumatra’s west coast were turned brown by the tsunami as rice paddies and other vegetation were swamped by salt water. It could take two or three rainy seasons to wash the salt from the saturated land, experts say.
The tsunami waves ate away beaches and coastal areas in Thailand, Indonesia and Sri Lanka, radically changing maps.
The waves also carried sediment ashore, said Mr Phil Liu, a Cornell University wave researcher who led a scientific team to Sri Lanka in mid-January.
“There is evidence that a lot of sediment was being brought onshore,” he said. “A post office on the east coast was found with sediment deposits on the roof.”
But it remains to be seen whether such sediment is good for the land or a bane because of its high salt content.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

"How I'd change the world..." 

The future generation has an unenviable task: tomorrow they must tackle the environmental problems we are creating today. Ahead of the Kyoto treaty coming into force, we asked seven young people from around the world how they would do things differently.
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	Alex Lin
11, USA 


"It is very important to recycle e-waste - 80% of our e-waste is dumped in other countries" 
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Aparna Bhasin
17, India 


"One of the global problems that really worries me is poverty" 
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William Roper
17, UK 


"I don't think free trade is helping the environment - the bottom line is entirely monetary" 
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JC Martel
17, Canada 


"My government should invest money in environmental education" 
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Analiz Vergara
16, Ecuador 


"We don't realise that many problems could have been prevented if we took care of the environment"
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Shoko Takahashi 
14, Japan 


"Everyone should do a bit - if everyone does small things it can change a lot" 
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Yvonne Maingey
17, Kenya 


"People don't realise that poverty and the environment are part of the same thing" 



Yvonne Maingey 
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	HOW I'D CHANGE THE WORLD... 
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The very water that people drink is part of the environment 



A very big problem in Kenya right now is corruption. 
Thousands and thousands of hectares of our land is being given to government officials illegally. They cut down the trees and sell the land - we call it land grabbing. 
I got interested in the environment when I was 11 years old. There was a big land grab, and lots of trees were pulled up. 
I went home and talked to my mum about what I could do about it and I decided to start an environment club at my school. We cleaned up a river that runs through our school and we put posters up encouraging people to take care of the environment. 
I enjoy doing this and I'm really passionate about it. Where I come from, in Kenya, the environment is not a big issue. We are a developing country and poverty is such a big problem. 
But Kenya has one of the most beautiful environments in world; untouched beaches, beautiful forests, loads of wildlife. 
But because of Kenya's other problems people think "this is not something we need to worry about now" - they think they need to deal with poverty first. But people don't realise that poverty and the environment - they are part of the same thing. 
The very water that people drink is part of the environment. And people need to understand that if they don't take care of that environment today then they won't have water tomorrow. Africans just aren't making that connection right now. 
We need to set an example. We need to start taking our environment seriously and putting together simple projects so that our children and our children's children can still enjoy all this. 
Kenya is a very big tourist country and the environment attracts many tourists every year. But if you don't protect the environment then it won't be beautiful and then the tourists won't come to Kenya. And that would mean losing one of our country's highest earners. 
So the government needs to start taking these things into consideration. It should not allow people to grab land and cut down trees without any good reason. 
Aids is a very big problem in Africa right now and they have introduced Aids education in school. And I think that is great - kids should be told from a young age. 
Kids should also be taught about the environment from a young age. But it's not just the kids - the people of Kenya should be educated as well. [image: image12.png]
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BBC
Green energy to 'cost consumers' 
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Wind passes over blades of a wind turbine and rotates a hub to create wind power


Consumers face a 5% rise in electricity bills by the end of the decade to help meet government targets on renewable energy, an official report says. 
The National Audit Office (NAO) report says that renewable energy is a relatively expensive way for Britain to cut emissions of greenhouse gases. 
The government hopes to generate 10% of the country's energy by renewable sources within five years. 
The NAO says this target is achievable but at a cost of more than £1bn a year. 
The Kyoto Protocol on global warming comes into force on 16 February. 
It is backed by 141 nations - though not the US, the world's top polluter - and commits industrial nations to slash emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide to 5.2% below 1990 levels by 2012. 
'On track' 
The NAO report found that the UK government was on track to hit its goal of 10% of electricity from renewable sources by 2010. 
But BBC environment correspondent Richard Black said its progress on renewable energy was "lagging" and some previous reports had suggested the government would not meet its target. 
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Renewable energy may be more expensive but its development is essential 

Department of Trade and Industry 


The NAO report's author, Nick Sloan, acknowledged these concerns, telling BBC Radio 4 the many plans needed to be co-ordinated "into a critical path". 
During the 2003/4 financial year, the amount of electricity generated from inexhaustible natural resources was 2.4%, just over half the target of 4.3%. 
The government hopes to double the amount of electricity from renewables to 20% of the UK's needs by 2020, cutting carbon dioxide emissions by between 20 million and 27 million tonnes. 
The policy's centrepiece is a commitment to stimulate green energy by making sure those who produce it receive more than the market rate for electricity - known as the Renewables Obligation. 
In addition, the government is providing capital grants to offshore windfarms, and to power stations that generate electricity from biomass and energy crops. 
'Profit matters' 
Altogether it intends to spend £5.5bn by 2010, or £3m a day, on creating enough generating capacity to supply seven cities the size of Liverpool. 
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Climate change is bringing problems such as more frequent floods


To achieve this, the government must pay close attention to profit margins in renewable energy and "make sure investors are willing to put their money in", said Robin Smale of the Oxera economic consultancy. It has advised the NAO on implementation costs. 
He said profit margins varied widely, from a healthy 20% in onshore wind farms in Scotland, to 12% for offshore windfarms - a level investors might consider "quite marginal" - and below for technologies like energy crops. 
The Renewable Power Association has said the government is not doing enough to promote investment, the BBC's Richard Black reported. 
More efficiency? 
The NAO report also claimed there are cheaper ways to reduce production of greenhouse gases, such as promoting energy efficiency, but stops short of recommending a wholesale policy change. 
The government argues a range of measures including renewables will be needed. 
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Carbon dioxide levels have not fallen since Labour came to power 

Neil Crumpton
Friends of the Earth 


Friends of the Earth's climate campaigner Neil Crumpton said the group was "encouraged" the UK appeared on course to hit its target, but that the government was still not doing enough to combat climate change. 
"Carbon dioxide levels have not fallen since Labour came to power, and unless it takes tough and urgent action on transport, coal-fired power stations and energy efficiency it will not meet its promise of cutting emissions by 20% by 2010." 
____________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Rich Polluters Need to Show Better Example - UN

GERMANY: February 14, 2005

BERLIN - Rich nations are setting a bad example to the developing world by failing to cut emissions of heat-trapping gases under a landmark UN plan to curb global warning, the United Nations climate change chief said.

"Developing countries have taken the position very firmly up to now that industrial countries should take the lead. They haven't shown leadership and they haven't shown yet that they are meeting their commitments," Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, told Reuters in an interview.

The Kyoto Protocol, a step towards reining in rising world temperatures that many scientists say will cause more storms, droughts and floods and push up sea levels, comes into force on Feb. 16.

The 141-nation pact will force developed countries to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-2012.

Nations including Spain, Portugal, Ireland, Greece, New Zealand and Canada are far above the targets.

"If countries took all the measures, we will get where we should be, but we need to step up our efforts to really meet the challenge," said Waller-Hunter, whose job it is to oversee climate change commitments.

From 2012, Kyoto backers hope to involve developing nations in restraining emissions. Waller-Hunter said developing countries were looking for a sign that richer nations are taking emission limits seriously before they consider caps.

She nevertheless expressed optimism that political leaders were taking scientists' warnings ever more seriously, in part because of increasingly freak weather conditions. Business too was also facing the challenge, she said.

HIGH PRIORITY

"I note how high the climate issue is on the political agenda. We will see it with the G8, hosted by the UK. In Davos, at the World Economic Forum, business set out three priority issues and climate change was one of them," she said.

She added the targets were well within reach with existing technology, such as better energy efficiency and switching from high-polluting fuels like coal towards less polluting natural gas or renewable energies like solar or wind power.

The Kyoto Protocol itself was a strong signal that targets were real, she said, despite the fact that the United States, the world's biggest polluter, and Australia, have pulled out.

Washington says Kyoto is too costly and wrongly excludes developing nations.

Waller-Hunter said it was unrealistic to expect the current US administration to join the pact, but noted encouraging developments such as California's aim to cut car emissions and plans by seven New England states to trade carbon.

Even developing countries had woken up to the problem. China, Brazil and India, among the world's top six polluters, presented inventories on greenhouse gas emissions last year.

Waller-Hunter argued the costs of capping emissions was far from prohibitive -- roughly one percentage point from long-term growth of at least 30 percent that many countries expected -- and said work for the post-2012 period urgently needed to begin.

"The negotiations until now have been difficult and there is no consensus yet on the way forward," she said.

Story by Philip Blenkinsop

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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UN or UNEP in the news

Tsunami moved islands, shortened days 

Navhind Times, India – (Reuters):  Jakarta Feb 11: The massive earthquake that triggered the Asian tsunami wobbled the earth on its axis, forced cartographers back to the drawing board and changed time by a fraction, but there’s no need to adjust your clocks.
Six weeks after the tsunami that may have killed 300,000 people on the shores of the Indian Ocean, scientists are discovering more about the changes wrought by the magnitude 9 quake, the fourth-largest in the last century.
…Mr John Pernetta, a UNEP official in Bangkok, said the extent of damage to some of the coral reefs around Thailand was very high — up to 80 per cent in some places. Their recovery was uncertain.
Mangroves torn out by the waves will fare better, he said, as they leave behind roots and seeds that will help them regenerate.

http://www.navhindtimes.com/stories.php?part=news&Story_ID=021210 

UN and IPTG launches TV campaign encouraging public transport: 
New Kerala, India - [World News]: New York, Feb 10 : The United Nations and the International Public Transportation Group today launched a major television campaign aimed at encouraging reducing the use of private cars so as to decrease the emission of greenhouse gases. 
The campaign comes just a week before an anti-global warming treaty comes into force. 
The television clip, consisting of an animated 30-second commercial with the theme "The world is your home. Look after it," stresses the advantages of using public transport, especially for the environment.
It is the first joint project of its kind by the UN Environment Programme and the International Association of Public Transport, a 120-year-old worldwide group of urban and regional passenger transport operators.
http://news.newkerala.com/world-news/?action=fullnews&id=70633 

General Environment News

Global warming hitting home in Auckland 
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, 14  February 2005 - Global warming is starting to affect the lifestyle of Aucklanders. The problems the Huntly power plant had this week in meeting its expected output can be linked to global warming. 
Environmental Defence Society Spokesperson Garry Law said “The temperature of the Waikato River has to be limited to protect the life in it. Four years ago the operators of Huntly had their resource consent amended so they could generate at 250 MW through the summer, while dumping the waste heat into the river. They based this on the temperature records from1988 when the river was at a record temperature, but still cool enough to allow this level of generation.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/SC0502/S00045.htm 

Nation to ink info-sharing protocol
New Straits Times, Malaysia, 14 February 2005 - GENTING HIGHLANDS, Feb 13: -Malaysia will sign an international protocol on information sharing on natural disasters including tsunamis this week. 

The protocol will be signed at the Global Earth Observation System Summit in Brussels, Belgium, to be held between Feb 16 and 18.
All Asean member countries and nations which face the risk of natural disasters are expected to attend the summit. 
Science, Technology and Innovation Minister Datuk Jamaludin Jarjis, who will represent Malaysia, said the Cabinet had approved the signing of the protocol.
http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Monday/National/NST32242164.txt/Article/indexb_html 

Villagers unaware of climate changes
 Fiji Times, Fiji. (Monday, February 14, 2005) -NINETY-nine per cent of villagers on Kabara, in the Lau Group, are unaware of the impacts of climate changes in the Pacific, research shows.
World Wide Fund Fiji conducted research on Kabara and found out of the 451 people there, almost all of them were unaware of the dangers of issues like sea level rise and coastal erosion.
…Experts say the Pacific will be the first and hardest hit region.
…To ensure actions were taken at national level, governments set out a clear framework for countries to follow to reduce emissions of greenhouses gases, within an agreed time.
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=16386 

Green darkness 
Indian Express, India, 14 February 2005 - VISSA VENKATA SUNDAR -The Kyoto Protocol on global warming comes into force on February 16 and this may be the time to glance at the Sundarban islands, which are a World Heritage Site, yet where global warming is pushing a delicate ecosystem to the brink
 The manifestation of the global warming phenomenon is increasingly visible on the Sundarban islands, the vast swampy delta of two great Indian rivers, the Brahamaputra and the Ganges. It is famous for being the world’s largest mangrove forest, and for being the abode of the Royal Bengal Tigers.
http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=64632
____________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP in the news

UNEP, UITP team up in new environmental campaign
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Association of Public Transport (UITP) have in a new TV campaign joined forces to promote the environmental and life-style benefits of public transport. An animated 30 second commercial in English, French, German and Spanish is scheduled to run in several international broadcasting stations, including BBC World, CNN International, CNBC, Bloomberg TV, National Geographic and Discovery Channel starting Thursday. "With the theme 'the world is your home. Look after it', this public transport advertisement coincides with the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol on 16 February 2005," UNEP said Thursday in a news release. Total greenhouse gas emissions from the transport sector are growing faster than any other sector, and it is estimated to be responsible for 30 percent of carbon dioxide emissions in Europe, where about 50 percent of transport trips in urban areas are less than 5 km. The new advertisement campaign, the first of its kind between UITP and UNEP aims to raise awareness of some of the advantages of using public transport. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng072241&dte=10/02/2005
Land Ministry on National Biosafety Framework

Standard Times (Freetown): The Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the Environment in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has held the first national workshop on developing a national biosafety framework for Sierra Leone. The workshop brought together stakeholders from both agriculture and lands, as well as members of the business community, with the objective of reviewing findings of the surveys in the plenary session, identify gaps, needs and set priorities of developing a National Biosafety Framework. Lands Minister, Dr. Alfred Bobson Sesay said the use of biotechnology applications in Sierra Leone would not only boost the food security drive for the growing population by promoting sustainable food production, but also contribute to meet the pledge of President Kabbah's 2007 food self-sufficiency target. "This application will also benefit our environment by reducing the need for more farm land, irrigation and pesticides. There is little doubt that sooner or later, Sierra Leone may have to apply modern biotechnologies to eradicate poverty and boost food security for our growing population," he said, adding that we have to be well equipped to apply these technologies that may lead to sustainable development. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502110622.html
General Environment News

Environment: Ban Endures On Terminator Seeds

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): An international moratorium on the use of controversial "terminator technology" in genetically engineered crops survived efforts to overturn it at a United Nations interim meeting on the Convention on Biological Diversity in Bangkok Friday. The Canadian government initiated the move to lift the de-facto moratorium and allow testing and commercialization of the genetically engineered technology that makes seeds sterile. Leaked Canadian government documents obtained by ETC Group state that negotiators were instructed to "block consensus" on any other option. However, African countries, Austria, Switzerland, Peru and the Philippines strongly objected to Canada's proposal, and on the final day of meetings Friday were successful in keeping the moratorium in place, he says. The precautionary moratorium was first instituted at a Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) conference in 1998 over fears about the technology's impact on agricultural biodiversity, farmers' ability to save seeds, and the risk of "sterilization genes" ending up in wild plants. "Terminator", a term coined by activists for a specific technology developed in the late 1990s and now owned by Monsanto and the U.S. government, is just one type of genetic trait control technology. The official CBD term is genetic use restriction technologies (GURTs). Several other seed sterilization or trait controls are in development. "There's no scientific reason why GURTs should be banned before we've been able to evaluate them in field trials," says Stephen Yarrow, national manager of the Plant Biosafety Office at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502110559.html
'Shut Down Mobil' Green Advocates Urge NTGL

The Analyst (Monrovia): The environment spokesman for the civil rights consortium of Liberia, the Association of Environmental Laws or Greed Advocates, has called on the government of Liberia to seal off the facilities of the Mobil Company on Bushrod Island. The group made the call shortly after media reports said the Mobil Company has conceded to having some 20 tanks containing lethal chemicals in its compound on Bushrod since the 1980s. According to the reports, the "transitional manager" of the company, Paul Sarpong expressed his company's willingness to dispose of the toxic chemicals but that its effort were being thwarted by the unwillingness of relevant agencies of government to cooperate. He recalled providing funding for the safe and secure disposal of the toxic wastes but noted that up to date, 20 of the 48 tanks containing the toxic 2414 STK chemicals were yet to be disposed of with the contractors requesting additional money. But the Green Advocates believe this explanation only provides a fertile ground to legally compel the Mobil Management to undertake its responsibility under the law. Under the Environmental Protection and Management Laws of Liberia, according to the group, the Environmental Protection Agency may "seize the production or storage facility, vehicle or conveyance from which a discharge occurred until the owner or operator of that production, storage facility or conveyance has taken measures to mitigate the impact of the discharge or stop the discharge."  "Since 1995, Mobil Liberia has stockpiled 23 drums of Tetra-ethylene-pentamine (STK 2414) and 45 drums of methanol mixture on her compound. These are very dangerous chemicals, highly toxic, inflammable and hazardous to human health and the environment. The Environmental Protection Agency has also confirmed the presence, existence and leakage of these chemicals at Mobil Liberia's compound," it said, revealing that "some of these chemical have already been disposed of in lagoons and swamps in communities around Monrovia, specifically in the Lakpazee Community along the route to the Matadi Estate." http://allafrica.com/stories/200502100744.html
Horizon: Exotic Plant Choking Lake Baringo

The Nation (Nairobi): Massive siltation and the subsequent water recession are choking Lake Baringo and killing the once flourishing fishing industry. The situation has been aggravated by the invasion of the shoreline by the fast-spreading thorny Prosopis juliflora plant that was introduced in the country to curb desertification but has taken a life of its own and is making life almost unbearable for the local farming and pastoralist communities. Masses of the dead thorny twigs and branches are being washed into the lake by flash floods, aggravating the already bad siltation problem. Livestock that feed on the pods of the plant lose their teeth through severe chipping and finally die when they are unable to feed any more. The sharp, sturdy thorns give a nasty prick that requires one to seek medical treatment. Fishermen who have been pricked by the thorns as they pushed their boats into the water showed scars of wounds they said took long to heal. "The plant is colonizing the entire region now and is spreading to Turkana district," said Mr. Murray Roberts, a coordinator of the Rehabilitation of Arid Environments (RAE) Charitable Trust that is based at Kampi Ya Samaki, on the shores of Lake Baringo. The silt has, apart from filling up the lake floor, damaged the fish-breeding habitat, resulting in a drastic drop in fish stocks. The Department of Fisheries says that fish landing has dropped from 1,200 tones to 600 tones annually during the last few years. The food-chain disturbance has affected crocodiles in the lake that they are now attacking sheep and goats frequently due to the decline of fish stocks. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502100550.html
Regional workshop on desertification ends in Ouagadougou
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (PANA) - A regional workshop on the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) ended here Friday with participants formulating strategies on ways of implementing the convention in Africa. According to the Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) executive secretary Musa Mbengue, the meeting enabled participants to share experiences and draw lessons from good practices in the fight against the encroaching desert. The workshop gathered national and sub-regional CCD focal points and NGOs from West, Central and North Africa, as well as development partners such as the UN Development Programme (UNDP). It also served to prepare the participation of 22 African countries and their partners at the third session of the committee charged to implement the CCD scheduled for 2-11 November 2005 in Bonn, Germany. Organized by CILSS and the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), with the support of the CCD executive secretariat, World Bank and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the Workshop enlisted the participation of the African Union, Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Sahel and Sahara Observatory (OSS). CILSS has worked out a sub-regional desertification control programme for West Africa and Chad and has helped member states draw up national desertification control plans. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng072401&dte=11/02/2005
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Bahrain

'Green' drive to target women  

ENVIRONMENTAL awareness programmes targeting women are being planned following the signing of an agreement between the Supreme Council for Women and the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

The agreement was signed between Public Commission head and Southern Governor Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa and council secretary-general Dr Lulwa Al Awadhi. It calls for the preparation of an action plan to promote the exchange of expertise and information, joint studies and increased co-operation.

Public Commission secretary-general Dr Ismail Al Madani said the signing follows agreements Bahrain ratified during the Earth Summit in 1992.

"There were special articles related to educating various groups, including women," he said.

"Women play an important role in Bahraini society, both in the home, raising children and also in working life."

Dr Al Madani said that most environmental problems are man-made and can be solved through human beings changing their behavior and lifestyles.

"We will be holding workshops, seminars and meetings to get the message of environmental awareness out to the women of Bahrain," he said.

"We believe that women can play an important role in spreading our message to all segments of society."

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=104343&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27331
GO GREEN PLEA BY CABINET

Urgent moves to protect Bahrain's precious coastal areas and other environmental and tourist sites are being taken by the Cabinet.

First to be targeted is Tubli Bay where a reclamation line is being established to stop further development, it was revealed at yesterday's session.

The Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, earmarked relevant ministries to closely monitor the situation and prepare studies to promote Bahrain's environment which includes all the country's coastal fringes and tourist areas

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=104336&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27331
Oman

Oman’s natural beauty hailed

The Traveller, a German magazine issued here, has praised the Sultanate’s natural beauty and considered Oman an important tourist destination which is marked by an important geographical location, heritage and modernity, thanks to the attention attached to environment and tourism by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos. An article entitled "A tale of Oman" said that the Sultanate’s towns are ‘full of secrets’ like those featured by the fairy tale Arabian night and that Oman is the land of Sindbad, the legendary traveller, Arabian souks and camel caravans, making it a specially inviting place to visit. 

http://www.omanobserver.com/
Yemen

The Natural Forests of Yemen

Forests in Yemen? Many Yemenis themselves are astonished to hear that some real forests still do exist in their country. For most of it, the term “forests” is definitely a bit exaggerated; we might better call them woodlands or shrublands. 

But mapping efforts by the World Bank have shown that still about 1.9 million hectares do exist, mainly along the western and southwestern escarpment. The bulk of it (72%) is Acacia-Commiphora-bushland with an average height of about 3m. Two of the species that are growing there, Acacia gerardii and Commiphora kataf, while not rare, are endemic. That means that these species only exist in Yemen. 

Some seventeen species of Acacias can be found in Yemen. Their distribution is based on altitude and climatological region.
Diversity is changing from place to place. While in Juma'at Al-Ameri the stands are almost pure Acacia mellifera, the areas around Taiz, with its high rainfall, show a rich mix of different Acacias and Commiphoras with Ziziphus, Dobera, Balanites, Jatropha, Ficus, Terminalia brownii, Ceratonia siliqua, and Tamarindus indica. 

Forest distribution correlates strongly with rainfall, which reaches a maximum in the escarpment, especially in the areas of Ibb (800mm) and Taiz (600mm) That does not mean that the Ibb-Taiz area is covered with forests. Due to the high rainfall, the agricultural productivity there is also at a maximum—and so is population density

http://www.yobserver.com/news_3748.php
UAE

DM restructures two departments

Qassim Sultan, Director-General of Dubai Municipality, has issued two administrative orders restructuring the General Projects Department and the Drainage and Irrigation Department in the municipality. 

According to the revised structure, the General Projects Department consists of the Projects Design Section (comprising the Architecture Unit, Gardening and Landscaping Unit and Architectural Studies Unit), Projects Implementation Section (comprising the Building Works Supervision Unit and Engineering Support Services Unit) and Historical Buildings Section (comprising of four units, including the Renovation Works Design Unit, Renovation Works Implementation and Supervision Unit, Internal Design Unit and Heritage Awareness Unit). 

The restructured Drainage and Irrigation Department consists of four sections, including the Planning and Design Section (comprising the Planning and Co-ordination Unit and the Design Unit), Drainage and Irrigation Development and Control Section (consisting of the Projects Supervision Unit and Drainage Control Unit), Drainage and Irrigation Network Section (comprising the Mechanical Maintenance Unit, Irrigation Operations Unit, Workshops Unit, Electrical Maintenance Unit and Pumping Stations Operations Unit)) and Sewage Water Treatment Plant Section (comprising Treatment Plant Operation Unit, Treatment Plant Maintenance Unit, Treatment and Laboratory Unit and General Administrative Services Unit).

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february382.xml
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In the headlines:

• 
UN intensifies efforts to bring DPR of Korea back to nuclear talks, envoy says

• 
Secretary-General heads to Germany after wrapping up visit to United Kingdom

• 
Annan sees both progress and inaction in fight against illicit spread of small arms

• 
UN envoy meets Lebanese spiritual and religious leaders on pull-out of foreign troops

• 
UN social development panel approves text linking pledges of 1995 to goals for 2015

• 
Cancelling Africa’s debt must take centre stage at G-7 meeting in July, UN envoy says

• 
UN refugee agency ‘increasingly concerned’ over Kurds on Iraq-Jordan border

• 
UN agency calls for continued surveillance after polio spreads to Saudi Arabia

• 
UN human rights agency condemns massacre of seven Colombian peasants

• 
UN refugee agency prepares for start of large-scale repatriation to Liberia

• 
Heavy snows prompt Tajikistan government to ask for UN assistance

• 
Pastoralists' meeting shared ideas on sustainable development – UN

UN intensifies efforts to bring DPR of Korea back to nuclear talks, envoy says 

11 February - The Democratic People's Republic of Korea's (DPRK) withdrawal from six-party talks on its nuclear weapons programme is "a very real bump in the road" and the United Nations is intensifying efforts to secure a resumption of negotiations since the alternative to a peaceful solution is "so horrendous," the top UN envoy on the issue said today. 

"The Secretary-General is deeply concerned. He's instructed me to intensify our efforts at supporting the resumption of the six-party process," Kofi Annan's Personal Envoy to the DPRK, Maurice Strong, told a news briefing in New York, noting that economic and other incentives were vital to securing an end to the weapons programme. 

"I expect that there will be peaceful resolution because the consequences of not resolving this issue are so horrendous for all parties that that itself provides a strong incentive to overcome the deep-seated distrust and hostility that has been built up over the last 50 years between the parties and particularly between the principal parties, or the most contentious parties – the DPRK and the United States," he said. 

The DPRK announced yesterday that it was pulling out of the so-called Beijing process, the six-party talks between itself and the Republic of Korea, China, Japan, the Russian Federation and the United States, stating publicly for the first time that it already has nuclear weapons in a programme the talks seek to end. 

Mr. Strong, who was meeting the DPRK's Permanent Representative to the UN later today, said he was not surprised by the weapons claim, which Pyongyang has previously made privately, noting that the talks had not actually been cancelled. 

"The DPRK has simply said it is not prepared to continue to participate in them under the conditions that they have described [hostile US statements], but they have not annulled those and I believe that we should regard this not as the end of a negotiating process but as a blip. Difficult yes, an unhappy twist in the road, but nevertheless the road to negotiations still runs through the six-party talks," he stated. 

He said very few people close to the situation were surprised at anything but the timing of the weapons claim. "They have not explicitly said in public but they have said in their private discussions with the six parties that they do have nuclear weapons and this has simply been affirmed now more publicly in the statement they made," he added. 

"It's a disappointment, yes, that they placed a stress on it. But I remind you again that they have made it clear that they are committed to a peaceful settlement of the problem. They, too want, or at least are committed to a nuclear weapons-free Korean peninsula." 

But, he stressed, they insist that their national requirements be met and that some of the restrictions against their full participation in the international economy also be lifted. "The work which the Secretary-General is doing with which he has entrusted me is designed to be fully supportive of the six-party talks, recognizing that you're not going to get a peaceful resolution of the nuclear weapons issue without an economic and energy component," he said.
Secretary-General heads to Germany after wrapping up visit to United Kingdom 

11 February - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today headed to Munich, Germany, where he will deliver a speech this weekend to conference on security policy, after wrapping up his brief visit to the United Kingdom. 

The Secretary-General began his day in London with a visit to the headquarters of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), the UN specialized agency responsible for maritime safety, efficiency of navigation and prevention and control of marine pollution from ships. 

"The United Nations is going through a difficult time," he told the staff, mentioning that the independent panel headed by former United States Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker had revealed "serious lapses in accountability, management and transparency." 

But, he added, "I am determined to learn from these problems." 

The Secretary-General then held a private meeting with His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams. They discussed the follow-on to the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, the problem of child soldiers, the need to limit the flow of small arms and the fight against HIV/AIDS. 

Outside the Archbishop's palace, he stopped for a standard photograph with the outrider team of four motorcycle police who had been escorting his motorcade, and then surprised them by hopping on one of the large bikes for the photo. 

He also met with the leader of the UK Conservative Party, Michael Howard. Their discussions focused on the High-level Panel's report, the Darfur region of Sudan, the Iraqi transition, the nuclear issue in Iran and immigration and asylum issues. 

Annan sees both progress and inaction in fight against illicit spread of small arms 

11 February - The Security Council has made great strides in its efforts to enable countries to trace illicit small arms and light weapons, but the interaction between the Council and the General Assembly on some designated programmes needs more coordination, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report. 

Besides the progress in cooperating to trace the weapons, advances had been made in “the systematic establishment of monitoring mechanisms to support the implementation of sanctions and the adoption of more vigorous measures against violation of arms embargoes,” he says. 

The Council and Assembly needed to work together more closely on other issues involving small arms and light weapons (SALW) and on providing support for a proposed Small Arms Advisory Service (SAAS) – for which no Member State had offered any funds – and the reintegration of former combatants into their communities. 

More remained to be done, too, about “the links between illicit small arms and light weapons and the illicit exploitation of natural and other resources,” as well as the trade in illicit drugs, Mr. Annan says. 

“I am particularly pleased to note the progress being made on the issue of illicit brokering in small arms and light weapons, which has been an area of concern, particularly in connection with activities of terrorist groups,” he says. 

He expresses pleasure that Canada has joined the United States in providing funding for the International Criminal Police Organization’s (INTERPOL) Weapons and Explosives Tracking System (IWETS) and the study of technical, user access and legal issues involved. 

As chairman of the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) on a future international instrument to enable States to trace small weapons, Swiss Ambassador Anton Thalmann has been holding discussions on the first draft, including recommendations on marking, record-keeping and international cooperation, Mr. Annan says. 

Mr. Thalmann has also visited INTERPOL headquarters in Lyons, France, to broach the subject of using IWETS for small arms tracing, as well. 

He also recommends that the Council and Assembly “establish a small committee” to look into how the two bodies can work together on preventing and eradicating illicit small arms trade.
UN envoy meets Lebanese spiritual and religious leaders on pull-out of foreign troops 

11 February - The United Nations envoy seeking the withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon wrapped up his visit to the region today, devoting the last segment of his trip to meeting with the country's spiritual and religious leaders. 

Terje Roed-Larsen, who returned to Beirut last night after his one-day visit to Syria for talks with President Bashar Al-Assad, met this morning with Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah Butros Sfeir – an avid supporter of Security Council resolution 1559. 

On Thursday night Mr. Roed-Larsen, whose official title is Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, met separately with Grand Mufti Sheikh Mohammed Rashid Qabbani and Sheikh Abdel-Amir Qabalan, vice-president of the Higher Shiite Council. The UN envoy briefed them on the objectives of his mission and sought their support in the implementation of the resolution. 

That text, adopted last September ahead of elections in Lebanon, supported polling free from outside influence and called for the withdrawal of all remaining foreign forces, the disbanding of all militias and the extension of Government control over the entire country. 

In an initial report, Mr. Annan said that aside from a UN peacekeeping force, the only significant foreign forces in Lebanon were Syrian. He said Syria indicated it had some 14,000 troops still inside Lebanon stationed near the border, and that it had redeployed about 3,000 other forces. 

The Secretary-General also reported that the Governments of both countries said the timing of further withdrawals would be determined by the security situation in Lebanon and the Middle East region and they could not provide a schedule for such action. 

Mr. Roed-Larsen left Beirut this afternoon for Paris, where he is scheduled to meet French President Jacques Chirac over the weekend.
UN social development panel approves text linking pledges of 1995 to goals for 2015 

11 February - Having agreed that the social impact of globalization deserves further study, the United Nations Commission for Social Development today said policies to provide full employment and eradicate poverty should champion social integration and protect human rights in stable, safe and just societies. 

In a declaration, which will go to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for approval before being sent to the full General Assembly, the panel stressed "that policies and programmes designed to achieve poverty eradication should include specific measures to foster social integration, including by providing marginalized socio-economic sectors and groups with equal access to opportunities." 

The United Nations Commission for Social Development today said policies to provide full employment and eradicate poverty should champion social integration and protect human rights in stable, safe and just societies. 

Development strategies should be based on "full, freely chosen and productive employment" respecting rights at work under conditions of equity, equality, security and dignity, it said. 

On the 10th anniversary of the World Summit for Social Development held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 53-member Commission has been meeting this week – yesterday and today at the ministerial level – to review the progress made in fulfilling the pledges made then in the summit's Declaration and Programme of Action. 

Those texts called for the elimination of poverty, the promotion of productive employment, the creation of socially integrated societies, inevitably involving large numbers of policies, implementation strategies and coordinators. 

The Commission, chaired by South Africa, was also preparing for the General Assembly's ministerial review next September of the five years that have passed since the 2000 Millennium Declaration made more specific commitments, summarized in the Millennium Development Goals designed to halve extreme poverty by 2015. 

It said the Copenhagen commitments and the MDGs "are mutually reinforcing and that the Copenhagen commitments are crucial to a coherent, people-centred approach to development." 

The economies of much of Africa and other least developed countries needed technical and financial assistance both nationally and through such regional initiatives as the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), the Commission said. 

Cancelling Africa’s debt must take centre stage at G-7 meeting in July, UN envoy says 

11 February - With more money flowing out of Africa than flowing in, the Group of Seven (G-7) richest countries must hammer out an agreement from the proposals now on the table to reduce or eliminate Africa’s escalating debt, the United Nations envoy combating HIV/AIDS on the continent said today. 

“The G-7 meeting in Gleneagles, Scotland, in July knows what they have to do. The world is waiting for a breakthrough. Millions of African lives hang in the balance,” Stephen Lewis, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa since 2001, said at the launch of the “Make Poverty History” campaign in Ottawa, Canada. 

Between 1970 and 2002, the poorest African countries received $294 billion in loans, paid back $298 billion in principal and interest, and still owed more than $200 billion. “This is mathematics conceived by Dr. Strangelove,” he said. 

This year is auspicious for giving Africa a better deal, however, because “there is no denying the extraordinary commitment of (Prime Minister) Tony Blair and (Chancellor) Gordon Brown to Africa” at a time when the United Kingdom will chair the G-7, the European Union (EU), the replenishment conference of the Global Fund for Tuberculosis, Malaria and HIV, and will issue the report from the British-appointed Commission on Africa, he said. 

The G-7 members have reduced bilateral debt in part or in whole, Mr. Lewis said, but they are stymied when it comes to debt held by the Bretton Woods institutions – the World Bank and International Monetary Fund – and the African Development Bank. 

The present proposals have several unacceptable conditions and, in the divide between language and reality, do not lead to cancellation, he said. 

“The UK speaks of debt cancellation when what has been promised is part-payment of debt service for 10 years and then the intolerable financial burden will return, as before, to Africa” and Canada was doing the same, he said. 

“The United States talks of cancellation, but with numerous – and thus far unacceptable – conditions. The UK is promoting the International Financial Facility, supported by France, Germany and Italy, but disavowed by the United States, Japan and Canada,” he said. 

Some G7 members have proposed selling gold to cover the costs of debt relief, but others, including Canada are resisting. The French and Japanese have advocated a tax on international financial transactions and/or airline travel, “but the reception is cool to the point of frigidity,” he said. 

“To make poverty history requires making AIDS history. To achieve both means that the Western world, the G7, in particular, must deliver on the host of commitments they have made,” Mr. Lewis said.
UN refugee agency ‘increasingly concerned’ over Kurds on Iraq-Jordan border 

11 February - The United Nations refugee agency today voiced growing concern over the desperate state of a group of 102 Iranian Kurds, including at least five pregnant women and a large number of children, who have been marooned for up to four weeks on the Iraqi-Jordanian border without access to official food, medical or material assistance. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has so far not been allowed to bring aid from Jordan to the refugees on the Iraqi side of the border, who have not been permitted to enter Jordan or join another group of 660 mostly Iranian Kurds living in a camp in no-man's land between the two countries for the past year-and-a-half. 

UNHCR “will continue to impress on both the Iraqi and the Jordanian authorities that this group should, at the very least, receive some food and material assistance, as well as medical attention, without further delay,” spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva. 

The Kurds, from the 20-year old refugee camp at Al Tash in the violence-torn Fallujah region of Iraq, are believed to be surviving on the charity of passers-by, a situation that will clearly not be tenable for much longer given the recent very harsh weather with freezing temperatures and strong winds. 

In addition to the women and children, there are believed to be some disabled and sick people among the group, but no medical team has been able to visit them so far. 

UNHCR has been exploring with the Iraqi authorities the possibility of supplying them from the Iraqi side, not an easy option. A mission is being planned by health and migration officials to bring basic relief items from agency stocks in Baghdad. 

The agency has also discussed two options with the Jordanian authorities – admission or the transport of assistance across the border. 

UN agency calls for continued surveillance after polio spreads to Saudi Arabia 

11 February - The United Nations health agency today stressed the importance of continued surveillance for polio following the spread of the potentially paralyzing disease from West Africa to Saudi Arabia, but a leading expert said the three new cases were not a setback for plans to interrupt transmission of the virus by the end of this year. 

The World Health Organization’s (WHO) Representative for Polio Eradication, David Heyman, told a news briefing in Geneva that since September three children had carried the virus into Saudi Arabia across land from West Africa and through Sudan, and that the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca was one way it could spread further. 

Polio began to spread again from the only six remaining endemic countries – Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Niger, Nigeria and Pakistan – when various Nigerian states suspended immunization in 2003 over concerns by public figures about the safety of the vaccine, including rumours that it was contaminated by the HIV virus or could sterilize young girls. The suspension was later lifted but not before the disease re-infected 10 other previously polio-free African countries. 

WHO Coordinator of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative Bruce Aylward told a questioner the new cases were not a setback in terms of plans to interrupt transmission of polio by the end of 2005. Among other steps, Saudi Arabia had held immunization campaigns in advance of the pilgrimage in areas at risk of communicable diseases and its normal immunization coverage was over 95 per cent. 

It was not possible to quantify the risk at this point, but there were a number of positive elements including the fact that this was the low season for polio and the pilgrimage mainly involved adults, Dr. Aylward added. 

WHO is seeking to make polio, which once paralyzed hundreds of thousands of children worldwide each year, the first disease in the 21st century to be totally eliminated through mass immunizations – and only the second ever after smallpox. 

Dr. Heyman said that in the latest case a Nigerian boy living with his family near Mecca, who had not travelled outside Saudi Arabia for two years but whose home had been visited by travellers with children from Nigeria, became sick in mid-December despite having been vaccinated. For every child paralyzed there could be up to 250 others in the area who carried the virus without showing symptoms, he added. 

He noted that five of the six endemic countries were members of the Islamic Conference, but he also stressed that sanitation at the annual Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca, which has just ended, is impeccable and there are very seldom outbreaks of any disease. 

WHO’s guidance to pilgrims around the world was that as long as polio was present anywhere in the world, it remained a risk to any other country through any international travellers, he said. 

So pilgrims were one way that the polio virus could be spread, but there were also many other ways. For countries which might feel that they were at risk from Saudi Arabia or any other country, the most important thing to do was to continue their surveillance for polio, he stressed. 

UN human rights agency condemns massacre of seven Colombian peasants 

11 February - The United Nations human rights agency has called on the Colombian authorities to investigate as soon as possible the massacre of seven peasants, including two minors, at the end of last month and punish those responsible for “this atrocious crime.” 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) said the three men and four women were shot dead on 29 January in San Carlos municipality in Antioquia province, where the left-wing Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), right-wing paramilitaries and army troops were active. 

A woman and two babies were injured in the attack in which three men in green uniforms broke into a house and after asking for “the guerrilla weapons” opened fire, it added. It has not yet been established who was responsible. 

“The Office calls on the authorities to adopt the necessary measures to protect the civilian population from the violence of illegal armed groups and to guarantee adequate reparations for the victims,” OHCHR said in a statement yesterday. 

UN refugee agency prepares for start of large-scale repatriation to Liberia 

11 February - The United Nations refugee agency is preparing for the start next week of a potentially dramatic increase in the repatriation of Liberians, with plans to help more than 100,000 exiles return to the once war-torn West African country ahead of elections scheduled for October under the new peace agreement. 

The first land convoy to Lofa county in northwestern Liberia, near the borders with Guinea and Sierra Leone, is scheduled to leave Guinea on Monday. A third of the 340,000 Liberians in the region are believed to originate from Lofa, once Liberia’s breadbasket. Guinea’s Kouankan camp alone hosts 30,000 of the refugees, who fled 14 years of vicious civil war in their homeland. 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers called for the repatriation movement to be accelerated after he saw improved conditions on the ground when he visited Liberia last week. 

At the other end of the country, UNHCR is also preparing for facilitated returns to Maryland county in the southeast, bordering Côte d’Ivoire, where it had earlier held off the return movement due to a curfew imposed by the Government last month after riots linked to alleged ritual killings. 

The authorities lifted the curfew earlier this week and a UNHCR team is assessing return options across the border in the Ivorian town of Tabou, host to more than 48,000 Liberian. Convoys could start by the end of the month. 

Lofa and Maryland are among the seven counties declared ready for return by the Liberian Government last month. In all, 13 out of 15 counties have now been cleared. 

UNHCR has facilitated the return of some 7,200 Liberian refugees since the voluntary repatriation operation started last October. Overland convoys arrive on a regular basis from Sierra Leone and Guinea while repatriation by sea and air are organized from Ghana and Nigeria. Another estimated 100,000 Liberian refugees returned on their own in 2004. 

Heavy snows prompt Tajikistan government to ask for UN assistance 

11 February - More than two metres of snow have fallen in the eastern and southern parts of Tajikistan and at least 16 people have died in the heavy storms, prompting the Government to ask for United Nations assistance. 

Warmer temperatures this week have increased the risk of further avalanches in the mountainous regions, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warned. 

Most roads are still closed and communication systems are down, leaving a number of villages isolated. In Nurobod District, fearing additional avalanches after one last week killed nine and injured three, 2,800 persons were evacuated to safe areas. In other locations, houses, storage facilities and schools have been either destroyed or damaged. 

Current needs include food, fuel, tents, clothing, blankets and construction material, OCHA reported. 

The country's Ministry of Emergency Situations (MoES) has been working in close cooperation with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and UN agencies in providing relief aid to the affected areas. However, access to a number of villages remains a challenge. 

The German Government today agreed to provide a helicopter to transport relief supplies, while OCHA released $30,000 from its emergency grant account for emergency supplies and logistic operations. 

More snow is expected throughout the weekend. 

Pastoralists' meeting shared ideas on sustainable development – UN 

11 February - More than 100 pastoralist leaders were assembled in Ethiopia by United Nations agencies for a meeting to share ideas on sustainable development and introduce governments and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to ways of enhancing their socio-economic contributions. 

Pastoralists are nomadic or semi-nomadic people who draw on traditional knowledge of weather and vegetation to maintain social and economic systems based on raising and herding livestock, usually in harsh environments. 

The 120 pastoralist leaders from 23 countries at the Global Pastoralist Gathering in the remote South Omo trading village of Turmi, 13 hours' drive from the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, looked at their roles in meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) drawn up at a UN summit in 2000 to halve extreme poverty worldwide by 2015. 

Some 100 representatives of Governments, international organizations, NGOs and other bodies joined them under tents for sleeping and under trees for discussion, organizer Patta Scott-Villiers from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 

"You are most knowledgeable about your problems," the UN Development Resident Coordinator for Ethiopia, Modibo Touré, told the gathering, adding that their concerns would be included in development planning. 

At the end of the five-day conference on 2 February, the participants concluded that their biggest concern was the loss of traditional rights to grazing land. In addition, by 2015 their access to education, health care, safe water, markets, economic progress and legal protection would have declined unless substantial new investments were made. 

Their mobility should be recognized, their routes and environmental guardianship respected and their land rights clarified and secured as part of an economic, social and cultural system, they said. 

National and regional authorities differ in their treatment of pastoralists, OCHA said. West African governments recognize their need to cross borders freely with their herds. The Spanish and Indian Governments support their production and South America has developed strong pastoralist organizations. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

And The Spokesman For The General Assembly President

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Joining us today will be Maurice Strong, Special Advisor to the Secretary-General and his Special Envoy for the KoreanPeninsula.

And Djibril Diallo is also here to brief you on the General Assembly following the guest’s briefing.

**SG Travelling to Munich from London
The Secretary-General should be on his way to Munich, Germany, where he will attend the forty-first Munich Conference on Security Policy.  His speech is scheduled for Sunday morning, and we hope to have copies of it available before the end of the day today.

The Secretary-General began his day in London with a visit to the headquarters of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), the UN specialised agency responsible for maritime safety, efficiency of navigation and prevention and control of marine pollution from ships.

“The United Nations is going through a difficult time”, he told the staff, mentioning that Paul Volcker’s Commission had revealed “serious lapses in accountability, management and transparency”.  But he added, “I am determined to learn from these problems.” 

The Secretary-General, then, held a private meeting with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams.  They touched on the follow-on to the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, the problem of child soldiers, the need to limit the flow of small arms and the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Outside the palace, he stopped for a standard photograph with the outrider team of four motorcycle police who had been escorting his motorcade, and then surprised them by hopping on to one of the large bikes for the photo.

He also met with the leader of the Conservative Party of the United Kingdom, Michael Howard.  Their discussions focused on the High-Level Panel’s Report, Darfur, the Iraqi transition, the nuclear issue in Iran and immigration/asylum issues.

**Security Council
Here in New York regarding the Security Council, there are no meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

**SG Report – Small Arms
Out on the racks today is a report by the Secretary-General on small arms.  In it, he notes progress made in tracing illicit weapons, implementing sanctions, and combating arms embargo violations.

But he says that more international support is needed to establish a Small Arms Advisory Service within the Secretariat, and to reintegrate ex-combatants into their communities. 

He also calls for enhanced cooperation on small arms between the Security Council and the General Assembly.

**Stephen Lewis
The mesh of poverty and HIV/AIDS is the deadliest combination on the planet, and there’s not the slightest possibility of confronting poverty so long as AIDS runs its savage course. 

That’s what Stephen Lewis, the UN’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, said at today’s launch of the “Make Poverty History” campaign in Canada.

He also criticized the recent failure of the G-7 finance ministers to agree on the cancellation of African debt, calling it a devastating blow to the continent.

And we have copies of his full statement upstairs.  And I believe Stephen Lewis will be joining us on Monday to talk about his recent visit to Zambia.

**Tsunami
We have an update on the tsunami relief effort.  The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that out of the $977 million it asked for in its flash appeal, $682 million -- or nearly 70 per cent of the requested funds -- has been received.

On the ground in Indonesia’s Aceh province, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has been helping the local government remove sewage and build latrines in camps.  And through its partners, UNICEF has also handed out insecticide-treated mosquito nets, and hygiene kits which contain soap and toothpaste. 

UNICEF has worked closely with the Indonesian Government to help identify children and reunite them with their families.  

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization has helped the Indonesian Government to establish a disease surveillance system. 

The World Food Programme continues to provide rations to Aceh.  Such rations are crucial, especially in light of a recent UNICEF nutrition assessment, which says that one in eight children in the tsunami-hit areas of Indonesia’s is suffering from acute malnutrition.

We have more information on all these stories upstairs.

**Press Conference – Monday
As I mentioned, just flagging next week’s press conferences, Stephen Lewis will be joining us on Monday to talk about his visit to Zambia.

**DSG
And at noon on Tuesday, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will be here to brief you on two issues addressed in the report of the Independent Inquiry Committee on the UN oil-for-food programme, UN procurement and the reform of audit and oversight. 

So that’s next Tuesday. 

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And we do have “The Week Ahead” upstairs for you for your planning purposes next week.

Mr. Strong has now joined us for the briefing.  If you have questions for me before I turned over the floor...?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Can the Secretary-General, or can you confirm that the Volcker commission has told them that his son remains a target of the investigation as the New York Post reported today?

Associate Spokesperson:  I have nothing further on that than what I have seen in the news reports.

Question:  Would it possible that you could get that question to the Secretary-General?

Associate Spokesperson:  The question being has he heard...?

Question:  Has he been informed of that?

Associate Spokesperson:  I can certainly follow that up.

Question:  We didn’t hear any question.

Associate Spokesperson:  Would you like to repeat it?

Question:  The New York Post said that the Volcker inquiry has told the Secretary-General that his son remains a focus of investigations. 

Associate Spokesperson:  I can certainly pass on the question, but as you know, we all know that that part of the investigation is still ongoing and we are awaiting the results of that.

Question:  This is not really a question about the investigations.  This is a question about something that was told to the Secretary-General.

Associate Spokesperson:  Okay.  Bill? [The correspondent was later informed that the Spokesman would not comment on what may or may not have been said in conversations between Mr. Volcker and the Secretary-General.]

Question:  Has the Secretary-General responded to the letter from the House International Relations Committee?

Associate Spokesperson:  Not that I know of.  Not yet, no.

Yes?

Question:  Before we hear from Mr. Strong, just for the record, what’s the SG’s view on the latest development between the US and North Korea?  And, is he still in favour of the multiparty talks or does he see any value in direct bilateral talks between the Koreans and the Americans?

Associate Spokesperson:  I think I will defer that question to Mr. Strong who is here as the Secretary-General’s envoy for the KoreanPeninsula.  And the Secretary-General’s position was articulated yesterday in the press encounter that he had with Mr. Straw, and that position hasn’t changed.  But I am sure Mr. Strong will elaborate on that.

Yes? 

Question:  You just said that the Secretary-General had in that small arms thing, that he had called to integrate the ex-combatants into the community.  Who does he exactly have in mind; in the ex-combatants?

Associate Spokesperson:  I don’t think in a report like this generally he specifies groups.  But I can certainly look into that with the authors of the report for you and I’ll get back to you.  [The correspondent was later informed that the report alludes to reintegration efforts in West Africa, as well as Security Council deliberations on reintegration in Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Afghanistan and Haiti.]

If there are no other questions, I’d like to turn over the floor to Mr. Strong.

[Issued separately]

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon,

I would like to welcome a delegation from the National Association of Black Journalists visiting the United Nations today, its president Herbert Lowe, and also John Yearwood, who is the Treasurer of the National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ).  John is also the world editor of the Miami Herald.  This is part of the efforts to try and get the stories that are covered at the United Nations in corners of the United States and around the world.

The NABJ has over 2,000 working journalists in radio, television and newspapers across the United States and is also a member of the unity journalists of colour, which includes Asian-American, Hispanic-American, indigenous American journalists.

So, welcome to the NABJ.

The second point has to do with the General Assembly informal meeting on Sach’s report.  This is the twelfth informal closed meeting.  It is continuing on the exchange of views on findings and recommendations of the United Nations Millennium Project 2005.  Approximately 40 countries have, so far, offered statements.  Reactions have been positive, in general, in welcoming the report and thanking its authors for the comprehensive, yet concrete and specific analysis and recommendations.

Some delegations have raised issues of clarification, which will be reacted to before the end of the informal meeting today.  Many countries have conveyed their gratitude for the Millennium Project’s emphasis on the practical steps that can be taken to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), stressing that the goals are indeed achievable, even if large parts of the world, most dramatically in Africa, are currently off track.

Most delegations have recognized the Millennium Project’s balanced emphasis on the joint responsibilities of both developed and developing countries, if the Millennium Development Goals are to be achieved.  The MDG-based national strategies were also mentioned and were supported by many countries.  Most have also stressed the need for developed countries to follow through on their existing commitment to reach 0.7 per cent of gross national product (GNP) in official development assistance (ODA), in order to support the practical investment needed to achieve the goals.

There has also been broad support for the recommended “Quick Wins” -- you may recall that the “Quick Wins” are immediate actions that could save and improve millions of lives and promote economic growth.

In that connection, the Japanese delegation used the occasion to announce its support for 10 million anti-malaria bed nets by 2007, thereby joining the UK government’s support for the same “Quick Win”, as announced by Prime Minister Blair two weeks ago.

There has also been broad discussion on the need one, to accelerate debt relief, and two, to increase support for regional organizations.

These and many other issues are still being reviewed by delegations, which are looking at the full report.  Questions are being looked at, and the next meeting will be on 22 February.

Among the concerns expressed by countries -- one can pick up the need to treat all countries equitably, with any criteria for increasing assistance needing to be transparent and broadly agreed upon.

Many developing countries want to ensure the MDG-based development assistance programmes are pursued without any imposition of conditionality.

Today, the General Assembly is holding its twelfth informal closed meeting, it’s a continuation of the exchange of views on findings and recommendations of the United Nations Millennium Project 2005.  Some Member States emphasized the fact that development is a pillar on its own and not just a means to achieve security, and, hence, international development cooperation should remain a central component of the UN’s work.  Some Member States called on all members to live up to the agreements reached in Monterrey at the Financing for Development Conference. 

**The Week Ahead
The second item has to do with the meetings, I’d like to flag to you for your own work plans the meetings next week.

On Monday 14, the Open-Ended Working Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and other matters related to the Security Council will meet at 10 a.m. in Conference Room 3.  They will be discussing the working methods of the Security Council and the transparency of its work.  Immediately following this meeting, the Working Group will be holding consultations, which will continue until Wednesday 16 February in the afternoon.

Also on Monday and Tuesday next week (14-15 February), the Working Group of the Sixth Committee on the Convention against the Reproductive Cloning of Human Beings will meet.  This is a hot topic in your area as a journalist.  And they will be meeting from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3 to 6 p.m. in Conference Room 1.  And on Friday, 18 February, the meeting will be from 10 to 1 p.m. All those meetings are closed.  The Sixth Committee will hold its twenty-eighth meeting on Friday, 18 February. 

As you will recall, a divisive vote on the question of an international convention against human reproductive cloning was averted by Member States when the Member States decided to take up the issue as a declaration at a resumed February session, using a proposal made by Italy on 17 November 2004. 

Initially, the text of the upcoming declaration would call on States to adopt and implement national legislation prohibiting attempts to create human life through cloning and to insure respect for human life in the application of science, particularly by barring the exploitation of women.  States would also be called upon to prohibit genetic engineering techniques contrary to human dignity.  However, negotiations are still ongoing between Member States.

The Committee accepted the proposal to establish the Working Group after Committee Chairman Mohamed Bennouna of Morocco presented it, based on informal consultations.  He said that the Working Group would be open to all States and members of specialized agencies and of the International Atomic Energy Agency, with himself as Chairman and the Committee bureau serving as “friends of the Chair”.  This initiative from the Chairman enjoyed general support.

The Italian proposal essentially replaces the two earlier texts that, as you may recall, had been tabled by Costa Rica and Belgium, and both of these resolutions called for a convention against human cloning, but had different views regarding cloning for therapeutic purposes.  

The next item has to do with the Special Committee on the situation with regard to the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.  That will hold its meeting next Thursday, 17 February, at 10:30 a.m. in the Economic and Social Council Chamber.

Finally, the Executive Secretaries of Regional Commissions will be briefing Member States next week on their respective commissions and developments in the region they cover.  The first one will be on Tuesday, 15 February -- the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE).  On Wednesday, 16 February, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), as well as the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) will brief delegates.

That’s all I have for you.

Any questions?
If not, thank you.
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