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Management Today 

January 13, 2003 

 WHO CARES WINS 

 Boardrooms are abuzz with talk of corporate social responsibility. Yet attempting to establish a working

      definition of CSR is like nailing jelly to the ceiling. Get it right, though, and everyone could win - you, the

      company, society and the planet. Stephen Cook reports. 

      Everyone cares these days. You can hardly walk through the door of a major company in the western world

      without tripping over stacks of glossy reports telling you how they care for the environment, their

      community, their stakeholders. They're all publishing their CO2 emission targets, pledging themselves to

      international human rights and encouraging staff to go and bathe in baked beans for charity. 

      As we enter the new year, Corporate Social Responsibility is the phrase resounding around boardrooms and

      peppering the speeches of business leaders from Seattle to Sydney. CSR is the fresh acronym to cover what

      we used to call sustainability, diversity or good old-fashioned philanthropy. Everyone wants a piece. But

      remembering Bhopal, Enron and the sweatshops of the Far East, aren't we entitled to be a little bit

      sceptical? Look at Enron's last CSR report. Sprinkled with images of sunlit foliage and smiling ethnic faces, it

      dwells on how the fraudulent energy giant conserved trees in Bolivia and told the security men at its Indian

      subsidiary to stop beating people up. Former chairman and CEO Kenneth Lay waxes lyrical about his firm's

      'innovative practices'. For students of irony, the whole thing is a delight. 

      So as the CSR juggernaut gathers pace, is it really the big idea that will restore public faith in business and

      save the planet? Or is it a piece of nifty footwork and smart PR designed to spike the guns of the

      anti-globalisation campaigners, put the pressure groups off their stroke and persuade governments to go

      easy on regulation? 

      The question is put to Clive Mather, country chairman for Shell in the UK. To many, this is still the company

      that spectacularly mishandled the disposal of its Brent Spar oil rig in the mid 1990s and courted 10 kinds of

      pollution and human rights scandals in Nigeria. Since then, it has worked hard, with some success, to clean

      up and do the right thing wherever possible. 

      'This is for real,' says Mather. 'We can't escape it and there's no doubt about it. We are all going to have to

      apply ourselves to sustainable development if we're to succeed in ensuring the planet is as good a place in

      the future as in the last millennium. The demands of population and quality of life are going to stretch us all.

      No-one who thinks about it believes we can go on as we are.' 

      So he, and a whole cohort of leading businessmen, have moved a million miles from the strictures of Adam

      Smith and his followers, who continue to maintain that the business of business is business alone, and it is

      the elected government's job to regulate and decide what is good for society. 

      It's a disconcerting, looking-glass world when a lifelong oilman starts talking renewables and sounding like

      Greenpeace. 

      This point was seized upon by pressure groups and non-governmental organisations at the 'greenwash

      awards', their spoof of the Oscars at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg last summer. 'Oil companies are

      presenting themselves as solar companies, and companies that promote giant agribusiness and oppose

      consumer information are claiming to be the solution to world hunger,' said Craig Bennett of Friends of the

      Earth. 

      Slick PR is certainly a big part of the burgeoning phenomenon, and specialist consultancies like Article 13 and

      ERM have noticed a sudden rush of competitors in one of the few areas where companies are willing to

      spend money right now. The PR industry, worried that CSR talk is taken with a large pinch of salt, is

      pondering how to make it ring true. 

      It would, however, be a mistake to take the cynical view that there's nothing going on but greenwash and

      PR. There are many out there 'putting something back'. A small example is the community work done by

      lawyers at City solicitors Allen & Overy, one of whom is seen in our main picture mentoring teenagers in

      Hackney School. And even the Enron report contains hard figures about the corporation's CO2 emissions and

      an upfront account of an oil spill that shed 29,000 barrels of crude into a Brazilian river. The attempt may be

      patchy and in some cases not entirely sincere, but many companies - especially the big and influential ones

      - are genuinely trying to bring the idea of CSR to life. 

      We know this because they've concluded - along reassuringly Adam Smith lines - that their self-interest is

      involved. There may actually be more profit and competitive advantage for a company in behaving

      responsibly than in cutting corners. The environmental and human rights scandals of the past three decades

      have created consumers - and, just as importantly, employees - who prefer companies that are doing the

      right thing. 

      Recent Mori surveys indicate that 51% of people in the UK had recently chosen a product or service on

      social responsibility grounds, and that 74% thought industry did not pay enough attention to the

      communities where they operate. Other surveys show that 20% of people would be prepared to boycott a

      product on social grounds, and that there's been a 40% surge in UK purchases of 'fair trade' products giving

      a better deal to third world farmers. 

      'Issues that many managers think are soft for business, such as environment, diversity, human rights and

      community, are now hard for business,' says David Grayson, a director of the charity Business in the

      Community (BIC), a big proponent of CSR that has just launched a new Corporate Responsibility Index with

      the support of the chancellor, Gordon Brown. 'They are hard to ignore, hard to manage, and very hard for

      businesses that get them wrong. Conversely, managed well, these issues can be a source of competitive

      advantage.' 

      Further pressure to improve CSR performance is coming from shareholders - and not just from ethically

      motivated private investors who have always avoided oil, tobacco and armaments. We now have the

      FTSE4Good list on the London Stock Exchange and the Dow Jones Sustainability Index in New York; some

      large fund managers in London are building CSR league tables and assessing the lending record of banks. 

      'They're driven less by moral purpose than by risk,' says Jenny Rayner of Abbey Consulting, which advises

      companies on CSR. 'They don't want banks lending money to environmentally doubtful projects, for example,

      which might bring huge clean-up costs and reputational damage. 

      'Another reason why CSR is no longer an optional extra is a change to the Pensions Act in July 2000, which

      now requires trustees of occupational pension funds to state the extent to which they take social,

      environmental and ethical issues into account when making investment decisions. It's forced them to sit up

      and take notice. So we've moved beyond the days when all you needed was corporate philanthropy and

      handouts of money to the community. If businesses don't take account of much wider responsibilities to

      society, they're unlikely to be sustainable in the long term. And the best companies are not just protecting

      their backside but exploring new opportunities.' 

      So what should companies do to get into shape? The problem is that there is not much agreement on

      definition of areas to be covered and targets to be met, so they have to work it out for themselves

      according to their own circumstances and the activities of their competitors. They can observe companies

      thought to be doing it well, such as BP, Ford and Scottish Power (see box), but essentially it is a

      free-for-all. 

      However, an increasing number of companies round the world are using a blueprint from the Global Reporting

      Initiative or GRI (www.globalreporting.org), which was set up five years ago by the Coalition for

      Environmentally Responsible Economies in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme. 

      The GRI has more than 100 pages of advice and would like CSR reporting to be 'as routine, rigorous, credible

      and verifiable as financial reporting'. 

      There are also guidelines from BIC, which divides the subject into four quadrants. The first is the workplace

      - are you treating your employees well, respecting human rights and employing minorities? Then there's the

      marketplace - are you responding to your customers' needs and concerns? 

      Then, the environment - are you going for renewables, monitoring your emissions, setting targets to reduce

      them, and talking to the pressure groups? And finally, there is the community - are you communicating,

      helping, and giving something back? 

      The GRI says 2,000 companies around the world now report, but the information is 'generally inconsistent,

      incomplete and uncertified'. This is one reason why the Corporate Responsibility Coalition, composed of UK

      NGOs and trade unions, was recently able to persuade more than 230 MPs of all parties to back a

      Ten-Minute Rule Bill designed to make it mandatory for companies with an annual turnover of more than

      pounds 5 million to produce social and environmental reports. 

      The Bill, a muscle-flexing exercise designed to influence the new Companies Bill expected before the next

      general election, proposed to require directors to minimise their companies' impact on society and the

      environment and set up a standards board to monitor CSR reports. 

      Another proposal contained in the Bill was to make it mandatory to consult stakeholders, and publish figures

      and targets on emissions and social performance. 

      'The requirement would cover only 2.6% of UK companies, but would account for 87% of business turnover,'

      says the coalition's Brian Shaad. 'We believe voluntarism has failed because there's no proper framework,

      companies only report what they want to report, and it's mostly greenwash and PR. Apart from anything

      else, the Bill would level the playing field for companies.' 

      Nearly three years ago, the prime minister challenged Britain's top 350 companies to produce CSR reports by

      the end of 2001, and only 79 managed it. Even so, the Government has stuck rigorously to a policy of

      voluntarism and exhortation, as has the European Community. 'The voluntary nature of CSR is its strength,'

      insists Stephen Timms, the CSR minister at the Department of Trade and Industry. 'Regulation would put a

      dead hand on innovation, creativity and imagination.' 

      Government and more progressive elements of industry are thus allied in a strategy of voluntary progress

      that continues to disturb right-wing commentators, who think companies that pursue social goals could be

      neglecting shareholder interests and usurping elected governments. One of the most cogent statements of

      their case came from Milton Friedman in 1962: 'If businessmen do have a social responsibility other than

      making maximum profits for stockholders, how are they to know what it is? Can self-selected private

      individuals decide what the social 'interest' is?' 

      Whether the progressive, anti-regulatory alliance of government and big business has public opinion on its

      side is a moot point: one survey by the PR firm Edelman last year showed that some 50% of opinion formers

      in Europe trust environmental campaigners more than governments. Other research has indicated that

      three-quarters of opinion formers think legislation is necessary to make companies act in a socially

      responsible way. 

      There is clearly a lot to play for in the CSR game, not least the possibility of reversing the decline in public

      trust of big business, which many think has been going on for 30 or 40 years. But, as in politics, the entire

      project is at the mercy of events - an Enron-type scandal in the UK, another blunder by a big oil company,

      and the green and virtuous credentials that progressive companies are nurturing could disappear in a puff of

      smoke. 

      1776: The 'Intellectual Ancestor of Modern Economics' and champion of the anti-CSR Lobby, Adam Smith

      lays forth his 'Invisible Hand' theory: Self-interest is the way forward - stick to running your business and

      the world will take care of itself. 

      1848: Yorkshire wool baron and pioneer of caring capitalism Titus Salt escapes Bradford - then our poorest

      and most polluted town - to build a new mill just outside. Over 20 years he creates Saltaire, a model

      community for his staff, where every home has running water. 

      1904: Sweet manufacturer Joseph Rowntree builds Rowntree Village in York. Houses centre around a

      community hall. In 1906 he sets up a pension fund; in 1916, a profit-sharing scheme; and in 1918, staff

      holidays - a revolutionary concept at the time. 

      1911: David Lloyd George, then Chancellor in Asquith's Liberal Government, lays the foundations for state

      involvement in CSR with his National Insurance Act. It requires firms to make contributions to unemployment

      and sickness insurance for all staff. 

      1952: An anticyclone settles over London on 4 December, causing the five-day great London smog, which

      claims 4,000 lives. The Government sets up the Beaver Committee the following year to tackle the issue of

      industrial smoke. In 1956, the first clean air act is passed. 

      1967: A huge spill from BP Oil tanker Torrey Canyon off Cornwall is perhaps the first ever media-led

      eco-disaster. In 1980, the Exxon Valdez spill off Alaska prompts the US to phase out single-hulled tankers.

      Last year's Prestige spill off Spain leads the EU to consider similar new laws. 

      1969: Ralph Nader founds the Center for Responsive Law in the US to expose corporate abuses and a lack of

      enforced regulation. Previously, his indictment of the car industry's poor safety standards, 'Unsafe at any

      speed', led to the 1966 Motor Vehicle Safety Act. 

      1971: Greenpeace is founded in Canada as a response to US nuclear tests. It excels in headline-grabbing

      direct action for environmental causes. After its flagship, Rainbow Warrior, is sunk in Auckland in 1985,

      France admits that its secret agents were responsible. 

      1976: Anita Roddick opens the first Body Shop branch in Brighton. The company pledges itself 'To the

      pursuit of social and environmental change'. Workers are vetted to ensure they live up to this philosophy,

      and staff at HQ spend a day a month working with disadvantaged children. 

      1977: Nestle feels the chill wind of protest when a global boycott is launched in the US by INFACT (Infant

      Formula Action Coalition). In 1980, a similar campaign begins in the UK, slamming the 'Unethical marketing of

      breastmilk substitutes'. The campaign continues today. 

      1982: Sir Alastair Pilkington sets up Business In The Community to forge links between business, trade

      unions, government, local authorities and communities. In 1986, BIC launches the Per Cent Club, made up of

      firms that invest at least 1% of pre-tax profits in the community. 

      1984: An explosion at a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, kills 8,000 people in the world's worst industrial

      accident. In 1986 the case for compensation is moved from the US to India. India settles out of court for

      just dollars 470m, half of which is still in government coffers. 

      1992: CSR dominates the UN Conference on Environment and Development - aka 'The Earth Summit' - in Rio

      de Janeiro. More than 100 presidents and prime ministers produce Agenda 21, a blueprint for reversing

      environmental damage and tackling world poverty. 

      1993: Transparency International, an anti-corruption group, is formed in Berlin. Chaired by ex-World Bank

      Official Peter Eigen, TI tackles corruption in developing states and the g7. Its 2002 Corruption Index shows a

      fall in the honesty ratings of the UK and US. 

      1995: Greenpeace calls for a boycott of Shell over its plans to sink its oil-storage platform Brent Spar.

      Shell's sales in Germany plummet, and it backs down. However, fears that the new method of disposal could

      be even less eco-friendly damage Greenpeace's credibility. 

      1997: CSR grows up as the Global Report Initiative is launched at the UN in New York. This intends to put

      sustainability reporting on a par with financial reporting and has established itself as an industry standard

      used by many corporations as their sustainability benchmark. 

      1999: The Dow Jones Sustainability Index is launched in the US. The index is restricted to companies

      committed to green technologies and good corporate governance. In July 2001, the FTSE launches its own

      UK sustainability index, the FTSE4GOOD. 

      2000 MARCH: Britain is the first state in Europe to have a minister for CSR when Kim Howells is appointed. A

      year later he publishes the first ever government report on CSR, pledging its commitment to CSR and

      exhorting good practice. The present CSR minister is Stephen Timms. 

      2000: OCTOBER Controversial BBC documentary, 'Gap & Nike: No Sweat', reveals that clothing for Nike and

      Gap is being made in Cambodian sweatshops. Details of forced overtime and low wages spark a worldwide

      campaign against Nike that remains active today. 

      2001 MARCH: George W Bush withdraws US support for the Kyoto environmental agreement, breaking

      election promises to impose limits on CO2. By mid 2002, the EU and Japan have ratified Kyoto but the US -

      which accounts for 36% of all CO2 emissions - continues to opt out. 

      2002 JANUARY: Former Greenpeace boss Lord Melchett astounds his ex-colleagues by taking a job at PR firm

      Burson-Marsteller. BM's clients over the years have included gm food giant Monsanto, The Indonesian

      Government, BP and Union Carbide after Bhopal. 

      2002: Judging by the amount of government and media attention it generates, CSR has arrived. In April,

      MEPs reject mandatory company reporting on CSR, but in July a DTI White Paper recommends that directors

      of 'Economically significant' companies take into account the broader impact of their business activities on

      society. A month later, The 'Rio + 10' Earth Summit at the Sandton Convention Centre in Johannesburg

      (above) makes headlines as many key political figures fail to attend - notably George W Bush - and

      protesters claim it has been hijacked by big business. By November, a private members' bill on CSR falls off

      the Commons agenda. But the year ends on a high, with the Copenhagen Centre's campaign report on

      European CSR Excellence 2002-03, the first ever overview of CSR activities in Europe. Britain emerges at the

      head of the field, ranking joint first with the Netherlands. The report goes on to conclude that more and

      more businesses are establishing CSR initiatives and that socially responsible business is here to stay. 

      OWNING UP: SCOTTISH POWER GAINS CREDIBILITY WITH HARD FACTS 

      One curious aspect of CSR is that many companies considered to be leaders in the field are ones that, by

      their very nature, damage the environment and pollute the planet - BP, Shell, Ford, and the electricity

      generator Scottish Power. 

      A top-level commitment to CSR, backed by a sustainability report that includes hard facts as well as

      trumpet-blowing, played a large in winning the Business in the Community Company of the Year award last

      year (2002) for Scottish Power, which operates in the UK and the US. 

      It is a 30-page production that describes strategy, goals, 'stakeholder engagement' and 'environmental

      governance'. It also has figures for water use; emissions data for sulphur, nitrogen and carbon gases;

      cross-references to the Global Reporting Initiative guidelines; and a certificate from URS Verification Ltd. 

      'The golden rule is that even if we haven't achieved what we set out to achieve, we're open and

      transparent about it,' says Dominic Fry, corporate communications director. 'You get added credibility for

      owning up. Next year, we'll have a full-blown social and environmental report that will include all the things

      we do with the community.' 

      UNITED PARCEL SERVICES IS LATE IN DELIVERING THE FIGURES 

      High on the list of sober and responsible US corporations comes United Parcel Service, which runs the

      world's 11th-largest airline and shunts nearly 14 million packages around the world every day. But its first

      CSR report won't come until later this year. 'Our company was founded on trust and it continues that way,'

      says Mike Esken, the chairman and chief executive officer. 'The staff have good pay and stock options, the

      directors pay themselves modestly and we've always been concerned about the environment. 

      'We been experimenting since the 1940s in using electricity and natural gas to power our vans, and we

      installed new, quieter engines on all our aircraft rather than going for the cheaper option of fitting 'hush

      kits'. 

      Our envelopes have an extra flap so you can use them twice.' But even if you're doing well, you need to be

      seen to be doing well, and so far UPS hasn't published figures or targets for CO2 emissions. When its CSR

      report does appear, it will focus on the workforce (benefits, diversity, human rights); the environment

      (alternative fuels, reducing emissions); philanthropy (it has always done a good deal of this); and relations

      with its stakeholders (customers, communities and suppliers). 

      BRITISH AMERICAN TOBACCO IS THE BUTT OF SCEPTICISM 

      The news that BAT has produced a CSR report is often greeted with a loud guffaw, as if Genghis Khan had

      announced the appointment of a PR consultant. How can a company with a lethal product be socially

      responsible? The anti-smoking group ASH calls the whole idea laughable. BAT's social responsibility

      committee, chaired by former the chancellor and BAT deputy chairman Ken Clarke, is trawling for answers.

      BAT's CSR report last summer defined targets for reducing energy use, water consumption, CO2 emissions

      and waste production. And the firm committed itself to enlightened employment practices. 

      But only 34 out of 167 stakeholders invited to consult with BAT agreed to do so, and their main concerns

      were about BAT's enticement of children to smoke, and its ruthless marketing - it was caught on TV handing

      out packets of Benson & Hedges to teenage volleyball players in Gambia. BAT helped produce the

      International Tobacco Products Marketing Standards, intended to bring worldwide marketing in line with UK

      restrictions. But will it fund anti-smoking campaigns among the young? Er, not our job, it said. So it's hard to

      escape the incompatibility between its business interests and people's health.

_______________________________________________________________________________________ SUNDAY TELEGRAPH(LONDON) 

January 12, 2003, Sunday 

 Victim of the Danish Inquisition In environmental circles, Bjorn Lomborg is the devil incarnate; 

      BYLINE: By ROBERT MATTHEWS 

      A 38-year-old Danish statistician last week found himself convicted of the ancient crime of heresy. Despite

      his vehement denials, a specially-convened committee tried him, and found him guilty of insisting that the

      End of the World is not Nigh. 

      Among environmentalists, Dr Bjorn Lomborg is the devil incarnate, an academic Beelzebub determined to

      convince us that, contrary to everything we have been told, our planet is not really on the brink of

      eco-disaster at all. The evidence for his heresy is all there in his book The Skeptical Environmentalist,

      published in 2001. He says that many of the claims made by activists about the state of the planet are just

      not borne out by the evidence: from pollution to poverty levels, infant mortality to life expectancy, many

      aspects of life on earth have improved dramatically in recent decades. 

      This might sound like the rose-tinted view of some puppet of the military-industrial complex, yet Lomborg

      describes himself as an "old Left-wing Greenpeace member". More extraordinary still, Lomborg cheerfully

      admits that he has done no original research to back his claims. Instead, like a good statistician, he has

      simply tracked down the latest data from independent and reputable sources, and let the evidence speak for

      itself. 

      Unfortunately for Lomborg, the environmental lobby does not like what it heard. For the past two years, it

      has pursued a campaign of vilification of him and his book, using everything from scathing reviews to ad

      hominem attacks - and custard pies in the face. 

      The culmination of the campaign came last week, with the publication of a report by the Danish Committees

      on Scientific Dishonesty - the state-funded watchdog of scientific ethics in Denmark. It declared that there

      had been "such perversion of the scientific message" in The Skeptical Environmentalist that the book was

      "clearly contrary to the standards of good scientific practice". 

      The apparent humiliation of Dr Lomborg has been greeted with jubilation by environmentalists, who see it

      as pay-back time for someone hell-bent on humiliating them. The rest of us should be disturbed by the

      parallels between the treatment of Dr Lomborg and that meted out nearly 400 years ago to another

      scientific troublemaker. 

      Everyone thinks that they know the story of Galileo's persecution by the Catholic Church. Yet in reality, the

      villains of the piece were not the cardinals, but Galileo's fellow academics. As a vocal critic of the

      Aristotelian philosophy then being taught in universities, he threatened to undermine their professorial status

      and income. In a brilliantly orchestrated campaign, they compelled the Inquisition to investigate Galileo's

      "heretical" claims, and eventually got what they wanted: his silence. 

      In Lomborg's case, the campaign has been organised by self-serving environmentalists, whose complaints

      have been accepted without demur by the Orwellian Danish Committees on Scientific Dishonesty. While

      accusing Lomborg of "systematically-biased representation", the report consists chiefly of assertions by his

      critics lifted from the pages of a popular science magazine. The committee all but ignored Lomborg's own

      defence, along with the fact that his book was refereed by four independent experts - all of whom

      recommended publication. 

      Environmentalists hoping that last week's ruling will do for Lomborg what the Inquisition did for Galileo are

      likely to be disappointed. Far from winning his silence, they have given his devastating critique of

      eco-scaremongering yet more publicity - and shown what the scramble for grants and charitable donations

      is doing to the search for truth. 
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National Review 

January 13, 2003, Monday 

 Starry Enviro? 

       There is no realm of modern culture that has institutionalized the concept of "lying for justice" more than

      environmentalism. Even the hothouse world of racial politics, with its fringe of Tawana Brawley believers and  Afrocentric gobbledygook, comes a not-too-close second to the generalized deceit of the environmental

      movement. After all, the closer racial activists get to the mainstream, the more difficult it is for them to lie.

      When was the last time you heard Julian Bond claim Aristotle was black? 

      Meanwhile, the reverse is often - though certainly not always - the case with environmentalists. At

      professional conferences, in industry publications, and in the clubhouse of environmental policymakers, it is

      taken as a given that "raising awareness" trumps "explaining the facts" if, that is, increased "awareness"

      might hasten desirable policies while explicated facts would merely result in continued "pointless" debate.

      Moreover, mainstream journalists not only know about this doctrine of deceit, they encourage and amplify it,

      exaggerating already hyped scare-scenarios and downplaying any news of environmental improvement. As

      with all ideologies and movements which alternate between apocalyptic and utopian visions, the scaring of

      children is a particular priority. In one textbook, for example, children are told that, in the future, earth's

      natural resources "will become so depleted that our very existence will become economically and

      environmentally impossible." This, it warns, will cause "famine, disease, pollution, unrest, crime and

      international conflicts." University of Rochester economist Steven E. Landsburg, writing in his wonderful

      book, The Armchair Economist, about the "naive environmentalism" taught at his daughter's preschool,

      summed it up well: Schools offer "a force-fed potpourri of myth, superstition and ritual that has much in

      common with the least reputable varieties of religious fundamentalism." 

      I am sure that when my child is born it will take constant vigilance to keep him or her from ratting me out to

      the local grade school's green Gestapo for not separating my bottles, cans, and newspapers. The

      instructions to today's children aren't dissimilar in religious fervor to St. Jerome's fourth-century incitement

      to children to join monasteries; "if your father blocks the door, knock him down." 

      Again, all of this is justified by our leading scientists as necessary and justified. Stephen Schneider, a highly

      regarded climate scientist explained the need to lie for justice to Discover magazine: 

      On the one hand, as scientists we are ethically bound to the scientific method, in effect promising to tell the

      truth, the whole truth, and nothing but - which means that we must include all the doubts, the caveats, the

      ifs, ands and buts. On the other hand, we are not just scientists but human beings as well. And like most

      people, we'd like to see the world a better place, which in this context translates into our working to reduce

      the risk of potentially disastrous climate change. To do that, we need to get some broad-based support, to

      capture the public's imagination. That, of course, entails getting loads of media coverage. So we have to

      offer up scary scenarios, make simplified, dramatic statements, and make little mention of any doubts we

      might have. ... Each of us has to decide what the right balance is between being effective and being

      honest. 

      I grabbed this quote from an article by my friend Nick Schulz, who edits a website inversely better than the

      badness of its name, TechCentralStation. He's writing about the latest effort to erase the Danish author,

      Bjorn Lomborg, from public awareness like an out-of-favor apparatchik airbrushed from a picture of the

      politburo. In case you didn't know, Lomborg wrote the hugely-influential-and-therefore-despised book The

      Skeptical Environmentalist. An honest and by all accounts decent man and academic, Lomborg was a

      former hard-green environmentalist. In 1997, he set out, with the aid of some students, to disprove the

      work of Julian Simon, the environmental optimist. Unfortunately for Lomborg, it turned out the dragon he

      set out to slay was on the right side. 

      The findings in The Skeptical Environmentalist are hardly shocking to those not indoctrinated into the

      environmental groupthink which dominates everything from the op-ed pages of the New York Times to the

      back of your kid's cereal box. They were: Population growth isn't a serious problem; global warming - to the

      extent it's happening at all - isn't a catastrophe; current levels of species loss - while not good - aren't by

      any means apocalyptic; the quantity and/or quality of our air, water, and natural resources are not

      vanishing, but are, in fact, expanding and/or improving in many cases; capitalism is not the enemy of the

      environment, but arguably its best friend. But you can read plenty about this stuff elsewhere, at

      TechCentralStation (ugh) or in my friend Ronald Bailey's outstandingly useful (but also poorly titled) book:

      Global Warming and other Eco-Myths. 

      The latest assault on Lomborg takes the form of a condemnation from something called the Danish

      Committees on Scientific Dishonesty. Citing articles in the popular press - including that famed journal of

      climatology, Time magazine - and work by aggrieved critics, the Danes concluded: "Objectively speaking, the

      [The Skeptical Environmentalist] ... is deemed to fall within the concept of scientific dishonesty." 

      Predictably, the Western media immediately seized on the indictment in order to discredit Lomborg further.

      The whole thing appears to be an outrageously deceitful and nigh-upon Orwellian attempt to vilify an honest

      academic for publishing inconvenient facts. Reading Lomborg's response to the Danish denunciation only

      confirms that. Lomborg is being sacrificed as a heretic by a scientific community more interested in

      preserving the consensus and conventional wisdom (and research funding) than debating the truth. 

      GALILEO VS. LOMBORG 

      In order to illustrate what's happening to Lomborg, I need to pick on Nick Schulz a bit. That's okay

      because: A) Nick is one of my best friends; B) I owe him some grief. About six or seven years ago - when

      we worked together - we played one of those remote-control trivia games at a bar in Indianapolis called

      "Wings and Beer." (Now that's a great name.) I drunkenly punched in my screen name incorrectly as

      "Shapfth" instead of "Shaft" and he called me that for the next few years, which annoyed me greatly. 

      Anyway, Nick Schulz writes: "The smear has now reached a new low, with the Danish Committees on

      Scientific Dishonesty (DCSD) playing the 17th Century Catholic Church to Lomborg's heretical Galileo." 

      Some air needs to be cleared here. The myth of Galileo as a "martyr to science" - as countless writers and

      historians have called him - was born of the French enlightenment. "From Diderot to Brecht, the myth of

      Galileo the rationalist-scientist-martyr [has] dominated Western thought, and even today it shows few signs

      of abating," wrote Robert Nisbet in Prejudices. The first choice for hero of reason, Nisbet explains, was

      actually Isaac Newton. But, unfortunately for the philosophes, Newton was unacceptably pious. So they

      picked Galileo who, it must be noted, was intensely religious as well. 

      The story we all learned is that Galileo was condemned for advocating Copernicanism, which held that the

      Aristotelian view of the sun circling the earth was wrong. And ultimately, this much is true. But, we're also

      told that the moral of the story is that Christianity is an enemy of science and that science can only thrive

      when Christianity and other chaotic superstitions are kept safely in a Pandora's box, far from institutions of

      reason. And this is almost exactly and perfectly wrong. 

      It is simply a lie to say that Galileo and the Church were enemies. A quick review: Galileo was the pride of

      the Church in Tuscany and was a friend to numerous influential figures within the Church. His work was

      sponsored and celebrated by his close friend, Bishop Maffeo Barberini. In 1611, when Galileo's The Starry

      Messenger came out - which reported his discoveries with his new telescope - the Vatican college in Rome

      celebrated with a day of parties much like the DNC will when Sidney Blumenthal's book is released. His buddy

      Maffeo Barberini eventually became Pope Urban VIII and, as pontiff, eagerly authorized Galileo to write and

      publish Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems - the book which got Galileo into so much hot

      water. 

      For the record, the Dialogue was written as a conversation between three guys in a garden talking about

      astronomy. Each took a different point of view. The problem was that the character who rejected

      Copernican thinking was named "Simplicius" - 17th-century Italian for "Shapfth" - and was Alec Baldwinesque

      in intelligence. The pope had told Galileo he could knock himself out writing about Copernican theories, just

      so long as he presented them hypothetically. Making the dumbest and most-inflexible character the

      Aristotelian didn't quite meet that bar. 

      Anyway, Galileo was summoned to Rome and tried by the Holy Office - the headquarters of the Inquisition

      and what Robin says to Batman at Staples - and tried for suspicion of heresy. Galileo was found guilty,

      sentenced to life imprisonment, and then had his sentenced commuted to house arrest. But, again, there's

      more to the story than the popular mythology suggests. The prosecutor, who was on Galileo's side, wanted

      the defendant to get off with a reprimand. And the pope - Galileo's old friend - was reluctant for the trial to

      take place at all. Afterwards, the pope made sure Galileo was treated with respect. 

      If Galileo's research was so dangerous and heretical, after all, why was he sentenced to house arrest? This

      amounted to "condemning" him to his villa where he did all of his research anyway. In fact, much of Galileo's

      most-important work and teaching was accomplished after he was supposedly "silenced" by the Church. He

      wrote Dialogue Concerning Two New Sciences and corresponded with all of the leading scientists of Europe.

      He even wrote a letter to Penthouse Forum. Okay, I made that part up. 

      Yes, I'm skipping over a lot on intrigue and back-story to make an already-too-long column a little-less long.

      There's all sorts of interesting stuff about Galileo being both a victim of the Spanish ascendancy within the

      Church and of the fact that Church's real problem was with the Reformation, not with science. But, yes, the

      Church did ultimately make the wrong decision and, under John Paul II, it has apologized for it. 

      Regardless, I bring all of this up to make one irrefutable point: Galileo's greatest and most-enduring enemies

      were not the orthodox clerics of the Church, but his fellow scientists. This was not a case of a

      superstitious, bureaucratic Church snuffing the light of reason. It was a case of petty and jealous men

      trying to use the Church to kneecap a whistleblower. If Galileo's way of things won the day, a lot of people

      would have looked like fools and, possibly, lost their jobs. And, this had less to do with Copernicanism or

      heliocentricity than with the fact that Galileo represented the introduction of mathematics into the world of

      physics. Needless, to say, if you were a physicist who didn't know jack about math and, all of a sudden, this

      guy was going to make math a requirement, you'd be bummed. 

      This is undoubtedly how Galileo himself saw his plight. As Nisbet notes, the earliest and perhaps

      most-enduring constraints on Galileo's research was his fear of ridicule and opprobrium from the scientific

      community. In 1597, Galileo wrote a letter to Kepler admitting that he believed Copernicus had it right, but

      he was afraid to admit it publicly for fear of being ridiculed by Aristotelian scientists - not persecuted by

      closed-minded clerics. 

      According to Pietro Redondi, in Galileo Heretic, it was the Jesuit astronomer Orazio Grassi (who Galileo had

      mocked mercilessly in The Assayer), who was Galileo's worst enemy. Grassi, Redondi argues, anonymously

      denounced Galileo in an elaborate scheme to force the Church to try him under the Inquisition. But Grassi

      despised Galileo for denouncing his science, not his religion - though one must admit the difference between

      the two was probably much narrower than we would conceive of things today. (Please: keep the e-mail

      about atomism to a dull roar.) The full extent of Grassi's culpability remains hotly debated, but the fact is

      there were plenty of other scientists who wanted Galileo out of the picture. Christoph Scheiner, for example,

      had been furious at Galileo for years because Galileo got credit for discovering sunspots (and for correctly

      deducing their nature). Scheiner helped organize pressure on the Church to try Galileo for heresy and to

      keep his books from being published. 

      Galileo's personal correspondence, according to Thomas Lessel's excellent summary, reflected that Galileo

      always saw his true enemies as Aristotelian scientists, not the Church. Indeed, Galileo remained a devout

      Catholic until he died - despite the fact he could have easily fled to a Protestant nation or, for that matter,

      converted to Protestantism. 

      In short, you cannot call the Galileo affair a battle between the Church and science when "science" - in its

      heart and ambition - was harsher on Galileo than the Church was. 

      BACK TO BJ RN 

      So what does all of this have to do with Bjorn Lomborg? In a way, everything. Robert Nisbet writes that

      more scientists probably have been stopped from pursuing research because "of defiance of conventional

      wisdom in America since World War II with its accompanying bureaucratization and politicization of science

      than existed in the whole of the world in Galileo's day." 

      "The principle truth to be drawn from the Galileo story is less dramatic than the myth," Nisbet wrote in 1982,

      but far more in accord with the emotions and institutional conditions that prevail today much as they did in

      the 16th century. Rivalry, jealousy, and vindictiveness from other scientists and philosophers were Galileo's

      lot and they are not infrequently the lot of unorthodox minds in modern times. Anyone who believes that

      inquisitions went out with the triumph of secularism over religion has not paid attention to the records of

      foundations, federal research agencies, professional societies and academic institutions and departments. 

      Today, such institutions and associations are deeply invested in massive political and economic

      arrangements which require that Lomborg be wrong, if he is scientifically right. 

      Ultimately, the proper way to view the Galileo episode is not of a religious orthodoxy persecuting a martyr to

      scientific truth, but the forces of scientific orthodoxy using the state to punish a whistleblower. Remember:

      In Italy at that time, the distinction between the Church and State was at best an academic one. But in our

      secular age we don't like to think scientists can play the zealot from the Holy Office. Well, the Danish

      Committees on Scientific Dishonesty is nothing if not the tool of scientific orthodoxy. 

      The more-important word in the phrase "scientific community" is not scientific but community, because it is

      that word which reminds us that scientists are humans. And - surprise - humans are creatures of ego,

      jealously, and vindictiveness. Galileo himself was an egotist of the first order, which is one reason so many

      scientists despised him. But by shifting the blame for what happened to Galileo away from the scientific

      community and onto the Church, scientists - and in a sense the entire secular establishment - have

      absolved themselves of any culpability. This is not only unfair to the Church; it's very, very dangerous for

      science, because it perpetuates a myth that the "sophisticated mind" is immune to inquisitorial zeal. 

      And we know that is hogwash, because that is precisely what is happening to Bjorn Lomborg. And don't be

      surprised if your child knocks you down if you try to persuade him otherwise. ____________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London) 

January 14, 2003, Tuesday Japan Edition 1 

Flak means you're close to the target 

       Sir, In his book The Skeptical Environmentalist Bjorn Lomborg argues - and supports with a blizzard of

      evidence -that environmental policy is often supported by shaky science, at best, and that most of the

      scary predictions made by the prophets of doom have been off by a country mile. Shortly after the book's

      release, the bishops and church fathers of environmental science the world over formed a brigade and began

      what has been a withering condemnation of the heretic. 

      If nothing else, this illustrates what any fighter pilot knows: that when you start receiving flak, you know

      you are over the target. More important, the venomous ad hominem character of most of the flak thrown up

      at Mr Lomborg suggests that many of his assailants lack the arguments and evidence to counter his work. 

      All this has, of course, done wonders for Mr Lomborg's reputation and book sales, proving once again that

      it is better to be denounced than ignored. 

      Steve H. Hanke, Senior Fellow, The Cato Institute, Washington, DC 20001, US 

      LOAD-DATE: January 13, 2003
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Sceptic's arguments do not stand up 

      Sir, Whatever his motivation, Bjorn Lomborg's conclusions on the global environment are sadly mistaken

      ("Sceptic finds rubbishing the green lobby is not so peaceful", January 9). It cannot be disputed that

      uncontrolled economic growth and the increasing human population have led to a massive exploitation of

      natural resources and to climate change. The Danish Committee on Scientific Dishonesty quite rightly

      observed that the US, with the highest energy consumption in the world, has a vested interest in agreeing

      with Mr Lomborg's views. However, the Green party also points out that Mr Lomborg's economic

      arguments fall down under scrutiny. 

      Climate change is the biggest single threat to the world economy. The insurance industry has estimated that

      global damage caused by storms, droughts and floods has roughly doubled each decade since 1950, reaching

      almost Dollars 500bn in the 1990s. Extrapolation of this trend suggests that the annual rate of damages

      could reach the same magnitude as the annual global gross domestic product by the 2060s. In the UK,

      storms and flooding cost Pounds 1bn in 2000. A report by the Global Commons Institute has estimated that

      the costs of global damage are rising faster than economic growth (including land lost through climate

      change). 

      The burden of pollution cannot be said to have diminished - air pollution, for example, kills up to 24,000

      people in the UK every year. The health costs of air pollution from the UK aviation sector are estimated at

      more than Pounds 1.3bn a year. 

      Considering the economic effects, as well as health effects of climate change, there is no doubt that

      feelings run high. 

      Penny Kemp, Environment Spokesman, Green Party 

      LOAD-DATE: January 13, 2003 __________________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist

Net closing on coral reef bombers 

            09:30 13 January 03

            Michelle Knott

            Coastguards will soon be hot on the trail of fishermen who are illegally blasting many coral reefs to rubble as they use bombs to  increase their catch.

Blast fishing is a problem in many places throughout South-East Asia and along Africa's east coast. Although it is illegal, efforts to stop it are  hampered by poor detection rates. 

"Blast fishing is often known to occur in a region through sporadic arrests and anecdotal observations, yet the scale of the problem is often not appreciated as most blasts go undetected," says George Woodman, who works on the listening project led by the  marine sensors group at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.

One problem that has hampered development of a detection system for underwater  explosions is the cacophony produced by the claw-clicking "pistol" shrimp that live on  reefs. Pistol shrimp near the detection system can generate short-range shock waves that are bigger than the signal from a distant bomb. But now the Hong Kong team has solved the problem.

The researchers use underwater microphones, or hydrophones, to pick up the noise from blasts. The detection range for each  hydrophone is around 30 kilometres and the team has developed software to calculate the direction of a blast from the slight  time difference between the noise reaching each of three hydrophones. Two such sets of hydrophones could be used to triangulate the position of an explosion to within 30 metres over a 10-kilometre range.

            Fertiliser and fuel 

Woodman and his team first had to make sure they could reliably recognise the sound generated by home-made bombs in the  shallow waters where reef-smashing fishermen operate. They set off controlled explosions using bombs made from a mix of  fertiliser and fuel oil - using sandy areas of the seabed to minimise ecological impact.

Their system distinguishes the noise of an underwater explosion from that of the shrimps' clicking by recognising differences in  the energy of the sound produced. An explosion contains more energy overall and lasts longer than the clicks. In contrast, the  noise from an outboard motor is more prolonged, but its peak signal is smaller. Their system will be described in a future issue of  Marine Pollution Bulletin.

The team has already tested one of their hydrophones in a survey for the Sabah Parks Authority in Tunku Abdul Rahman National Park, off Kota Kinabalu in Sabah, Malaysia.

"Over a 10-day stretch we picked up 15 blasts using one listening station [hydrophone] and we are very confident we can  determine the direction of the blasts to within about 0.2 degrees," says Woodman. They now hope to mount a trial with three   hydrophones.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Pentagon Wants Exemptions from Environmental Laws 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, January 13, 2003 (ENS) - The Pentagon is mounting a

                      major drive to secure broad exemptions from environmental laws for its

                      domestic training, weapons testing and other readiness activities, according

                      to an internal Department of Defense memo released today by Public

                      Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER). 

                      The memo outlines an "action agenda" for conducting "a multi-year

                      campaign," including developing a Congressional "political strategy" for

                      "horse trading [and] coalition building." 

                      "The Pentagon is unquestionably the biggest polluter and most recalcitrant

                      environmental violator on the planet," said PEER general counsel Dan Meyer,

                      a former U.S. Navy gunnery officer. "The Pentagon is the last place that any

                      sane policymaker should want to confer environmental immunity." 

                      The Pentagon plan, presented as "a consensus product" at the staff level for

                      presentation to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, calls for: 

                           New statutory exemptions from the Clean Air Act, Marine Mammal

                           Protection Act, Endangered Species Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act

                           and federal toxic waste laws; 

                           Relaxation of regulatory standards in the Clean Water Act, Clean Air

                           Act and federal wildlife protection laws as they apply to Defense

                           Department operations. 

                           An executive order from President Bush that would establish the

                           Defense Department as the first among equals in any disagreement

                           with other agencies, requiring all agencies to assess the impact of their

                           actions on national defense; and 

                           Creation of standards for invoking existing national security

                           exemptions in environmental laws, such as declaring that certain

                           protections for wildlife threaten national security.

                      In the last session of Congress, the Pentagon failed to obtain these statutory

                      exemptions. The memo attributes the defeat of what it calls "the sustainable

                      range effort" to being put on the "defensive" by environmental groups and

                      the need "for more sustained 'Intelligence Preparation of the Battlefield.'" 

                      The Pentagon contends that compliance with natural resource protection laws

                      is an "encroachment" on its readiness posture, since realistic training

                      exercises, particularly those involving live munitions, must be adapted or

                      scheduled to avoid nesting sites for migratory birds, critical habitat for

                      endangered species or local clean air standards. 

                      But a June 2002 report by the General Accounting Office, the investigative

                      arm of Congress, found that the Pentagon could not quantify the significance

                      of these encroachments and is not consolidating and coordinating exercises

                      to avoid conflicts altogether. 

                      "If the Pentagon devoted the same brainpower towards complying with our

                      anti-pollution laws as it does evading and undermining those laws, everyone

                      would be a lot better off," commented Meyer, who served in the Navy during

                      the Persian Gulf War. "Last year, the Pentagon showed that it could bully

                      EPA and Interior into acceptance of even broader changes, so it is quite likely

                      that it can again get these agencies to agree to subvert the very laws they are

                      sworn to uphold." 

                      According to the memo, the Pentagon expects to win congressional approval

                      during 2003 of exemptions to the Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal

                      Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). Last year, the

                      Pentagon did win a temporary MBTA exemption leading to a new permit

                      system for shelling of migratory bird nesting sites. Despite this compromise,

                      the DoD will again seek a complete MBTA exemption. 

                      The memo predicts congressional approval in 2004 of changes to the Clean

                      Air Act, and to two rules that deal with the toxic waste implications of spent

                      military munitions: Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the

                      Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act. 

                      Looking further ahead, the memo outlines plans for four other statutory

                      rewrites, including the military's own basic conservation charter, the Sikes

                      Act. The memo cautions that these proposals should be delayed until next

                      session because they "would engender significant opposition, as all four

                      would entail significant changes to major environmental statutes." 

                      "At the same time the Pentagon says it can be trusted to be a good steward, it

                      has stepped up removal of its own civilian natural and cultural resource

                      specialists and replacing them with compliant contract consultants," noted

                      Meyer, whose organization is now litigating against the Pentagon's

                      outsourcing of its own resource specialists. 

                      To overcome opposition, the memo outlines an extensive Pentagon lobbying

                      campaign. Among the targets of what the memo terms an "outreach" effort are

                      state attorney generals, who opposed similar changes last year. The memo

                      also sketches programs to sway the media, industry and "Non-governmental

                      Organizations." 

                      The "Sustainable Ranges 2003 Decision Briefing to the Deputy Security of

                      Defense" is available on PEER's website at:

                      http://www.peer.org/DoD_2003attacks.pdf 

                                              * * *

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Smaller Households Lead to Vanishing Bi odiversity 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

WASHINGTON, DC, January 13, 2003 (ENS) - A worldwide trend toward   smaller households is fueling a global housing boom and threatening  biodiversity around the world, a new study finds. The report is among the first   to link trends such as a rising divorce rate and a movement away from  multigenerational households to changes in resource consumption and  sprawling development. 

Even where the human population is declining, the number of households continues to grow, concludes the study by scientists from Michigan State   (MSU) and Stanford Universities. The results, the authors say, point to   needed changes in policies intended to protect valuable wildlife habitat and  ecosystem services. 

                      New research shows that in many cases, the same   number of people now require more houses than  they did in past decades. (Photo courtesy USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service)

                      "Having fewer people in more  households means using more resources and putting more stress on the  environment," said Jianguo "Jack" Liu,  an associate professor of fisheries and  wildlife at MSU. "Freedom and privacy  come at a huge environmental cost." 

According to the study, housing units throughout the world are being built at  a rate that outpaces population growth, resulting in a loss of habitat, natural   resources and biodiversity. 

"We had hoped to find that, where human population growth was slowing,  biodiversity might be given some breathing room," said Stanford University  ecologist Gretchen Daily, a co-author of the study. "But instead, we've found  that urban and suburban sprawl are accelerating faster than population  growth is decelerating." 

"To our knowledge, this is the first study to look at the environmental impact  of households on a global scale," Daily added. 

Liu, Daily, and Stanford population expert Paul Ehrlich and postdoctoral associate Gary Luck, examined household dynamics and population changes  in 141 countries worldwide, then scrutinized six areas with biodiversity  hotspots: areas with high densities of animal and plant species. 

Dr. Jianguo "Jack" Liu's research on giant pandas and  their habitat at the Wolong Nature Reserve led to an  interest in how the region's household dynamics affect  the pressures on the pandas. (Photo by Sue Nichols,   Michigan State University)

The studies paint pictures of how changes in  human lifestyles affect different habitats - from  endangered pandas in the mountains of   southwestern China to the subdivisions that   press against the Florida Everglades. 

The researchers found that across the world,  in both developed and developing countries, households are getting smaller,  and there are many more of them. Multigenerational living arrangements are   giving way to couples or individuals moving out on their own. 

Rising divorce rates mean families that used to live in one dwelling now occupy two, and aging populations mean more parents living in households separate from their grown children. 

The result is often urban sprawl and less efficient housing for the same  number of people. For example, a refrigerator uses about the same amount of   energy whether it belongs to a family of four or a family of two. 

Dr. Liu talks with a merchant at a   roadside stand in the Wolong Nature  Reserve. These stands spring up as   the area's tourism increases, one sign   of increased human impact on this   biodiversity hotspot. (Photo by Sue  Nichols, Michigan State University)

Each household takes up  space, requires resources to construct, and fuel to heat  and cool it. Increased energy  consumption also increases    the emission of greenhouse gases, which is believed to contribute to global  warming. 

"In larger households, the efficiency of resource consumption will be a lot  higher because more people share things," Liu said. "Usually, many people   will share living space and other resources. This is true in all countries." 

While households may be shrinking in number of residents, most are growing  in terms of square footage. Fewer people tend to live in more space. 

For example, in Indian River County, Florida, the average area of a one story,  single family house increased 33 percent in the last three decades, from an  average of about 1,800 square feet in houses built before 1970 to an average  of about 2,400 square feet built between 1970 and 2000. 

"Had the average household size stayed at the 1970 level, Indian River County would have had 11,000 fewer households in 2000," the researchers  observed. 

The household project grew from Liu's years of research on how humans  interact with fragile wildlife habitat in China's Sichuan Province, where villagers compete for resources with the endangered giant panda. In Wolong,  Liu learned, a reduced average household size was tied to an increase in                household numbers and a rise in the amount of fuel wood consumed by the   local populace for cooking and heating, which has contributed to deforestation and loss and fragmentation of habitat for giant pandas. 

An adult panda overlooks the forest at Wolong,  China, where household size is steadily decreasing. (Photo by Sue Nichols, Michigan State University)

"The numbers of households increased  much faster than the size of the  population at Wolong," Liu said. "What  was discovered from the panda reserve  helped me to conclude that considering  population size and growth alone is not  enough, and made me want to find out   whether other areas in the world have                                               similar phenomena." 

"The issue of the number of households  and their impact on the environment  basically has been ignored. It was even difficult to unearth the data," Liu added. "Everyone looks at population size and growth rate, but the number of  households and household size are crucial factors affecting the environment."

The team of researchers found that in 76 countries containing biodiversity  hotspots, between 1985 and 2000 the number of households grew by 3.1  percent a year, whereas the population increased only 1.8 percent. Meanwhile,  the number of people living in a single dwelling dropped from 4.7 to 4.0. 

The scientists estimated that had average household size remained the same  in hotspot countries during the 15 year period, there would have been 155  million fewer households overall, meaning less pressure on biodiversity.  Hotspot countries studied included Australia, India, Kenya, Brazil, China,  Italy and the United States. 

Housing sprawls over  California's congested  Santa Clarita Valley, consuming land, water and other resources.  (Photo courtesy Sierra    Club)

"Ignoring  population growth,  reduction in  household size  alone is projected to add 233 million households to hotspot countries between 2000 and 2015,"  said Daily. 

In the 65 non-hotspot countries, similar trends were found, although the  magnitudes of change were less. In 1985, the average household size was 4.7  in hotspot countries and 3.7 in non-hotspot countries. By 2015, the average   household size in hotspot countries is expected to be 3.4 persons, and in  non-hotspot countries, it is expected to be 3.6 persons. 

Liu contends that the increase in household numbers even in non-hotspot countries directly influences important biodiversity on a national and local  scale. Indirectly, he says, global environment is affected in such patterns as   more energy consumption and release of more greenhouse gases. 

Even in regions where population size decreased, such as in New Zealand, the  number of households increased because of a reduction in household size. 

The "double toll" a reduction in average household size takes on the  environment, the scientists said, includes more land use and more materials  consumed for construction, and a lower efficiency of resource use per person.   In hotspot countries, where this trend is most prevalent, the authors believe  there may be severe limits on efforts to conserve species, thus "degrading the  ecosystem services that biodiversity delivers to humanity." 

Each new house built  gobbles up more natural  resources. (Photo courtesy Catawba Riverkeeper)

In the past, the  business community  took  most of the heat  for  many environmental  problems, Liu

explained. 

"While there is still a  need to reduce  pollution and ecological destruction caused by factories and companies, this  study provides a wake up call, and suggests that efforts at the individual and  household levels are also needed to reduce impacts on the environment," Liu  said. 

Changes in government policies such as tax incentives for sharing housing  and resources could be helpful to influence personal and household decisions  and actions, he added. 

"In China and many other countries around the world, incentives created to  help the environment are based on households," Liu said. "These incentives  have good intentions, but they also encourage households to break into  smaller households." 

The threat to global biodiversity is likely to escalate, the authors concluded,  because current household trends, such as higher divorce rates and increased affluence, are expected to continue. 

"Most countries containing hotspots have relatively low population growth   rates, and the primary demographic pressure on their biodiversity will come   from urban sprawl and other impacts associated with increased household  numbers," they wrote. 

Professor Gretchen Daily of Stanford University says the  research suggests that human population decline alone may not   be enough to reverse trends of vanishing biodiversity. (Photo  courtesy Stanford University)

"We all depend on open space and wild places, not  just for peace of mind but for vital services such as                      crop pollination, water purification and climate  stabilization that are key to health and economic                      prosperity," Daily observed. "The alarming thing  about this study is the finding that, if family groups

continue to become smaller and smaller, we might  continue losing biodiversity - even if we get the                      aggregate human population size stabilized." 

The research, funded by the National Science Foundation and the National  Institutes of Health, appears in the January 12 online edition of the British science journal "Nature." 

For more information on Liu's panda habitat research in China, visit:   http://www.panda.ur.msu.edu 
________________________________________________________________________________________
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WorldScan: January 3, 2003 

ETHIOPIA --  Drought Deprives 11 Million People of Food 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia, January 3, 2003 (ENS) - More than 11 million people   in Ethiopia are facing serious food shortages and possible starvation, following a long dry spell that led to a poor harvest in many parts of the  country, says a joint report released Thursday by two United Nations  agencies. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food  Programme (WFP) say poor rains that came late and ended early are the main cause of grain production that fell 25 percent below last year's harvest. 

Ethiopian farmers were reluctant to invest in improved seeds and fertilizer due to the uncertain crop prospects, and depressed grain prices in 2001  contributed to a poor harvest, particularly in western Ethiopia where there  were large surpluses, the agencies report. 

After four weeks travel to all regions on a crop and food supply assessment  mission in November and December, the FAO/WFP team found sharp  increases in grain prices in the second half of 2002, with the prospect of a   poor harvest. 

The World Food Programme  distributes grain to hungry Ethiopians in June 2002.   (Photo courtesy WFP)

To manage the negative  effects of fluctuating grain prices the agencies call for strategies to  strengthen price  stabilization, such as  storage facilities and   marketing. 

In many lowland and  pastoral areas of  Ethiopia, people have only enough food to last for one to two months.   "Millions of subsistence farmers and herders will soon face a desperate  situation," the agencies warn. 

The drought affected the lowlands most severely, but Ethiopia's major cereal  producing zones have experienced cuts in production of 20 to 30 percent. 

FAO and WFP estimate the 2002 cereal and pulse production at about 9.2  million metric tons. They say Ethiopia will need to import 2.3 million metric  tons of cereals in 2003 to feed its people. With commercial imports forecast at   328,000 tons, the food deficit is 1.8 million tons. 

The agencies say this deficit will have to be covered by a combination of emergency food aid and bilateral donations. 

The FAO/WFP report is in line with the results of a government led  multi-agency emergency needs assessment carried out last month, which  estimated the total number of people in need of help at 11.3 million. The  government and the UN are jointly appealing for some 1.4 million metric tons  of emergency food aid. 

                                              * * *
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Shaky Solomons Cannot Deal with Cyclone Damage 

CANBERRA, Australia, January 3, 2003 (ENS) - Six days after Cyclone Zoe  devastated two of the Solomon Islands, no relief team has dropped supplies   to assist the storm's estimated 1,300 victims, and no damage assessment has   been conducted at the scene. 

Cyclone Zoe, a category 5 tropical storm, passed over the Solomons' Temotu  Province starting on Saturday, December 28, 2002, and continuing through Monday. 

The United Nations announced today that it is sending a two person assessment and coordination mission to the remote island nation. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has provided a $10,000 emergency grant to purchase relief supplies. 

Although no ground assessment of damage has been conducted, an  Australian military surveillance flight over the islands Wednesday confirmed  widespread damage on the islands of Tikopia and Anuta, tiny atolls in a   remote area. 

The large majority of trees on these two islands has been blown over or shredded. Extensive damage to housing, crops and gardens is reported. 

Alfred Sasako, a former Solomon Islands government minister from the island  of Malaita who lives in the Australian city of Brisbane, says his country does  not have the capacity to deal with the crisis. He told Radio Australia that  people are urgently needed on the ground to assess the situation on Tikopia                      and Anuta. 

On a regular consultative visit to the Solomon Islands on December 17 and 18,   Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer characterized the situation in   Solomon Islands as "very fragile." After a bloody civil war, the country, under   the new administration of Prime Minister Sir Allan Kemakeza faces problems  of lawlessness, corruption and economic decline. 

Australia and New Zealand are jointly funding a vessel filled with  humanitarian supplies, which sailed Thursday for the two atolls from the   Solomons' capital Honiara. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ALLAFRICA

One Woman's Fight to Rescue the Environment 

January 13, 2003 

Posted to the web January 13, 2003 

By Akwe Amosu

Johannesburg 

Somalia lost many things as a result of having no government for over a decade during the 90s, but one of the least obvious was an ability to protect it's environment. 

With no authority in Mogadishu to defend fish stocks, fragile coral reefs and already slender tree resources, it has been open season for international companies and private individuals to exploit and pollute as they wish. Waste dumping on Somalia's coast soared, as did the flushing of ship's waste tanks; in the north-east of the country, precious and scarce old-growth acacia trees were cut down by armed groups to make charcoal for export to the middle-east; environmental degradation and desertification intensified throughout the decade. 

But one woman has been of critical importance in Somalia's environmental crisis. Now in her mid-fifties, Fatima Jibrell has made it her life's work to fight back. She founded the Horn of Africa Relief and Development Organization (Horn Relief) in the early 1990s and also coordinates the Resource Management Somali Network (RMSN), which includes environmental groups throughout the Horn of Africa. 

Working with rural communities, she aims to promote careful use of fragile resources and campaigns with women and young people for peace. Apart from waging a major campaign to end the use of valuable old trees for charcoal, she teaches techniques for coping with drought and water scarcity including the use of small rock dams to trap rainwater and help vegetation get a toehold. 

In 1999, Horn Relief organized a peace march in north-eastern Puntland's main town to stop the "charcoal wars". Eventually, as a result of Jibrell's lobbying, the Puntland government banned the export of charcoal in 2002 and has since enforced the ban, leading to an 80 per cent reduction in exports. 

In April 2002, her work brought her the Goldman Environmental Prize, given annually to grassroots environmental campaigners from six geographical areas and often called the "Nobel Prize for the Environment." Akwe Amosu asked her about her life and work. 

Where did you grow up? 

I was born into a family of pastoralists who grazed along the coast, using both fisheries resources and grasslands. 

Somalis are pastoralists by nature, seventy percent of them, moving from one place to another with their livestock, looking for grasslands and water. A limited number are coastal people and live off fisheries. However pastoralists also move to the coastal areas looking for grasslands and make use of fisheries. I come from that group. 

Between the ages of five and six, I and my mother moved to town - that's how I got my education - I got urbanized. I come from the part of Somalia that used to be former British Somaliland. So I came from Sanaag, moved to Burao to get my early education. I moved to Hargeisa to work, and then after independence, moved to the capital, Mogadishu; it was a very absorbing environment, which turned the country into one

city-country. That's where I lived for many years. And I also lived many years of my life in Baidoa. 

So you know your country very well. 

Yes I do. In fact with the Resource Management Somali Network, I traveled the pastoral areas throughout Somalia, north and south and Somaliland too, and I have confidence to go wherever I need to go, I never had any problem. 

What got you interested and involved in Somalia's environmental problems? 

Coming from a pastoral background and a fishery background, I knew that this was the base [of society]. We did not have money when I grew up. We were in a barter system. You could trade dried smoked fish for dates, rice, maize, milk, meat, honey, and clothes. Also my mother's family were traders. And they had dhows [sailing ships] taking these Somali products to India and Arabia and bringing back clothes. 

We lived in this environment where we did not really need money. But the invention of money has created greedy mega-companies in Europe to come - and the European Union subsidizes these ships - to come to our coasts to suck out the marine resources, destroy the reefs. They are also doing waste-dumping. 

I don't know how bad that waste is, but I am telling you, we stopped swimming in the sea. Last time I went in, I came out with patches of blue, black and green and it took me six months to get that off from my skin. I had to collect it and take it to labs in Kenya to find out whether it is an extreme toxic or not. Most of it is tar. 

The ships, when they looted fish, and after they did their waste dumping, also flushed their cleaning system into our coast so they do not have to pay money on their coasts to do that. They do not want to use the system set up in their own ports. 

So that's what got me. And that's why a lot of fish are coming out dead. People are getting suspicious and stopping fishing altogether, because they think everything is poisoned. 

So your history made you aware of the environment. But at what point did you start to become an active environmentalist? 

During these last ten years, when we did not have any government, every Somali had to ask himself or herself about the fact that there is nobody looking after the environment. There is a lot of importation of guns from Europe, there is no responsible institution to safeguard resources. So it's all for grabs. 

The fact that I loved my grasslands and my marine resources, that I used them in my life, that I knew the value was much more than dollars and European currencies, and much more than gold and diamonds and oil - I had to think that if that is exhausted, where are we gong to go? And that's what drives me. 

We have nowhere else. We are being pushed out of Europe as illegal immigrants. We are being pushed out of the Gulf countries as illegal immigrants and immigrant workers. Illegal immigrants are being dropped in the unsafest places in Somalia, in Mogadishu. Nobody is asking them: "Where in Somalia are you from?" They are shipped in airplanes and dropped in the middle of the worst, violent places. And they are being killed there. 

We cannot let [the] international world sack our resources, destroy our environment and say "No you have to stay in that destroyed environment, you cannot share the wealth that we took to Europe and America." And at the same time they are saying: "Hey, you Muslims are becoming Bin Ladens. We have to monitor you. You should close Muslim schools, because you are graduating Osamas." What alternatives do people have, when they have been made very, very angry and frustrated? 

We are the biggest market for the guns made by Europe. Our charcoal and fisheries are being sacked by Europe and Arabia and we are becoming the wastebaskets of Europe. What do they expect us to do? We are people. We have brains. We will swim, we will come to Europe, we will be sent back and we will keep coming to Europe and Arabia. The only safe way for them and for us is to leave our environment intact and leave us alone. 

What do you say to people who say this is actually a Somali problem, it is because you do not have a viable state and a viable government that your land is open to be raped like this. 

If we are the biggest dumping ground for ammunitions and small arms, how are we supposed to have governance? You tell me. If we are deprived to the poorest environment and our resources are not there and we are like chickens, given some crumbs, fighting over a little WFP [World Food Program] food; even though our farms in the South are producing their corn, that free food is being dumped, so our farmers

cannot sell and we are destroyed left and right, in every way, every manner. How can we create? We are busy surviving. We are busy like chickens eating each other. If you make chicken hungry, they pick on each other. And that's what we are doing. We are picking on each other. 

But going back to the days of Siad Barre, and the politicians who led the country into this situation, do you still say that this is all a problem provoked by outsiders? Or was there some responsibility on the part of the leadership of Somalia? 

Well, at this stage, we are not going to say we are saints. We have many warlords. They all have their families in Europe and America and they are all given free tickets to Kenya and Ethiopia, and the international community is giving them opportunities, just telling them: "Agree on how you share power and create your own little dictatorship in Somalia." 

You see, international and powerful countries and neighboring countries all have a hand in it. If they take their hands off, if we are not having guns coming into Somalia, if the warlords are not being facilitated, and not given free tickets by the UN, the EU, and USAID and other organizations, then that is the time when we can focus on what Somalis can do. But when many hands from outside are coming, it is not within

our reach, our power. 

It is not about how and who to blame. I am not blaming. I am saying, "let us do something here. Let us come together." And we want the citizens of the world to realize the part their governments have in this. You help us take your countries out of Somalia, so we can focus on our problems and try to do something. 

You've worked on many different issues but you've had a lot of success in the campaign to stop charcoal production. Why is that so important?

Well, we have limited forests and the grasslands are based on forests, acacia forests. And these grasslands are being burned because acacia forests are being turned into charcoal by these young men who have guns. And the communities cannot say or do anything. It's full gag on the community. Then they burn it, turn it into charcoal and sell it to Arabia and the United Arab Emirates mostly. And we are asking the Saudi Arabian government and the United Arab Emirates government to stop importing charcoal from Somalia because we don't have the power to stop it inside Somalia. 

Do you have now a body of support in Somalia that works with you on these issues? Have you been able to build up a strong campaign with grassroots people? 

Yes, but they are not people with guns, so we are less strong. Our voices are not very much heard and the international media is not there. So it's well-built, well-founded, as far as grassroots level is concerned. By the way, it is the Resource Management Somali Network that is doing everything on the ground. I am just bringing their message here. 

The communities, especially the women and the youth, are training themselves, sharing information, getting skills in leadership, so that younger people will not join those who have guns and so we can stop producing that gun-bearing male youth who is really ready for hire if he doesn't have a job. They are human. When we talk to them and ask them "Why are you doing this?" they say: "Here, have the gun and give me a job and I'll stop it." And we do not have an answer. 

You have a big environmental problem but you say you can't solve that problem without solving the entire problem of the Somali nation.  Doesn't that make it very daunting? 

In fact I don't think about the magnitude because if I get overwhelmed, I won't do anything. But I see the small steps we are taking and we see results. And people like you are taking our message to communities who care. And then we hear from them. And I think in one year or two we might have a big conference about Somalia by the whole world from civil society organizations only, not by the government. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Ice tracker blasts off

               ICESat carries just the one instrument   A satellite that will track the changes in the major ice               sheets covering the polar regions was launched on  Sunday. 

               ICESat (Ice Cloud and Land Elevation Satellite) was  blasted into orbit on a Delta rocket from Vandenberg US  Air Force Base on the central California coast. 

               The spacecraft will give scientists the clearest picture yet  of what is really happening in the Arctic and the Antarctic  - whether the ice there is shrinking or growing and by  how much, and the impact these changes might have  on global sea levels. 

               "The geophysical community has been waiting for   ICESat for 30 years," US space agency researcher Eric   Rignot, who studies Antarctic ice, has told the BBC. 

               ICESat should have gone up last month. Its launch has  been delayed by technical problems. 

               It went up as part of a dual  payload - a common  occurrence these days as  launch companies attempt               to drive down costs in a  competitive but depressed  satellite market - at 1645  PST (0845 GMT). 

               The companion satellite   riding on the Delta II  rocket was the Cosmic Hot Interstellar Plasma               Spectrometer, or CHIPSat. It will help astronomers  study the hot gas that lies  between the stars. 

               Space fleet 

               Growth or shrinkage in ice  sheets strongly influence  sea levels and are  therefore critical in               assessing climate change.   But glaciologists do not   have the precise data they need to determine in which               direction the massive ice sheets in Greenland and Antarctica are really moving - or how they might change               as the Earth warms. 

               In Antarctica for example, scientists know the West  Antarctic Ice Sheet is smaller now than it was at the end  of the last Ice Age but recently collected data suggest  this retreat may have slowed or even reversed in more               recent times. 

                 Ice 'thickens' in West Antarctica 

               ICESat is designed to provide some definitive answers. 

               It carries just the one instrument: the Geoscience Laser Altimeter System (Glas), which is the first space laser altimeter used to detect ice sheet mass balance. 

               ICESat is one of a fleet of new Earth observation  satellites that aim to unravel some of the uncertainties               associated with climate change. 

               The twin Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment  (Grace) spacecraft are already in orbit and just coming  online. They will measure gravity variations across the   Earth's surface - brought about primarily by shifts in the  distribution of ocean waters. 

                                  :

                                  In Pictures

               The first image from the Grace spacecraft

               And Aqua, also launched last year, is collecting  data on rainfall, snow, sea-ice, temperature,

               humidity, vegetation, soil moisture and clouds. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
1,000 South Asians die in cold spell 
The Straits Times, Jan 14, 2003 - DHAKA - As fierce icy winds swept in from the Himalayas, the death toll from a month-long cold spell rose to at least 986 people in northern India, Nepal and Bangladesh, officials said yesterday.
Most of the dead were the poor and homeless living on pavements, often with just scraps of clothes to protect them from near-freezing temperatures resulting from fresh snowfall in the Himalayas.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/topstories/story/0,4386,166060,00.html? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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LATIN AMERICA:
More Poverty, Fewer Social Services 

Gustavo González 


SANTIAGO, Jan 13 (IPS) - The poor economic performance of Latin America in 2002 might tempt some to try to forget the entire year, but the recession has left a prominent reminder in a renewed increase in poverty accompanied by the deterioration of social services. 

The calculations of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) show that the number of people living in poverty rose seven million last year, of whom six million could be considered indigent, or living in extreme poverty, largely the result of Argentina's economic collapse. 

The total poor population now stands at 221 million, or 44 percent of the region's people, while indigence within that percentage increased from 18..6 to 20 percent of Latin Americans since 2001. 

>From 1990 to 1997, Latin America and the Caribbean experienced a cycle of moderate economic growth, cutting poverty by five percent, though it remained three percentage points higher than it was in 1980, according to Colombian economist José Antonio Ocampo, ECLAC executive secretary. 

The 1980s, marked by the foreign debt crisis, passed into history as the ”lost decade” in Latin American development. The situation reappeared in the economic scenario of 1997 to 2002. 

In that five-year period, ”the region was characterised by stagnation of economic growth and by the fight against poverty and, in some cases, by complete recession,” said Ocampo. 

”As such, it would not be an exaggeration to say that the Latin American population has been affected by the negative consequences of a lost half-decade,” he added. 

María Becerra, 33, resident of a 'campamento' (a settlement of precarious houses) in the municipality of Peñalolén in the Santiago outskirts, says her life grew significantly worse during the last year. 

”My husband, a bricklayer, was without work for six months and went to look for a job in the north of Chile. I haven't heard from him since. He left me alone with the five children, the oldest is 12 and the youngest just two years old,” she told IPS. 

Forced into her new role as head of household, Becerra works cleaning homes in the afternoons, leaving her oldest daughter in charge of the rest of the children, which obligates her to skip school. 

Becerra has joined the 40 percent of Latin Americans who make up the informal labour force, workers without contracts or social security benefits, and whose access to other social services is filled with obstacles. 

The informal economy and deregulation of labour relations have not proved to be an adequate solution for inequality in Latin America. 

Work income -- understood as wages and benefits -- represent some 80 percent of all income for the region, according to the latest ECLAC figures, based on 1999 statistics. 

Men provide around 45 percent of income, while the contribution of women, on the rise, reaches 32 percent. Workers between the ages of 15 and 24 provide another 12.5 percent, and those older than 65 contribute 3.3 percent. 

The action of the state in administering basic social services, in this context of wages depressed by the crisis, should be a tool to fight extreme poverty and to designate resources favouring a more equitable distribution of income. 

Although studies are not yet available that measure the impact of the ”lost half-decade” on basic services, it would not be unrealistic to predict a sharp deterioration in those countries hit hardest by recession, Argentina in particular. 

Social spending per capita in the region was 225 dollars in 1997, of which less than a third (73 dollars) went towards education, health services, and potable water services. 

Experts Enrique Ganuza, Arturo León and Pablo Sauma, using data from 13 countries, determined that the money earmarked for basic social services was just 12.4 percent of total public expenditures. 

To achieve the goal of total coverage of basic social services it was estimated that public resources would need a 20-percent boost, which in the context of the economic performance of the last five years is practically impossible. 

Latin America and the Caribbean, with the combined gross domestic product falling one percent in 2002, will have a hard time achieving the growth levels necessary to meet the 2015 goal to cut the number of people living in poverty by half, as established by world leaders at the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000. 

To halve its poor population, the region would have to see an average economic growth of four percent a year, but the poorest countries would have to reach seven percent growth annually, according to ECLAC, a United Nations regional agency. 

Ocampo, however, warns that economic growth alone will not curb poverty and indigence. 

Also needed are ”economic policies that, in addition to expanding the productive base and increasing national product, entail the progressive redistribution of income,” says the ECLAC chief.

BRAZIL:
Lula Caught Between Davos and Porto Alegre Forums 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 13 (IPS) - Brazil's President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva will disappoint a large swath of the world's leftist movements if he accepts the invitation to attend the World Economic Forum, to be held Jan 23-28 in the Swiss mountain resort city of Davos. 

Such is the opinion of the organisers of the World Social Forum (WSF), begun three years ago in the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre as a sort of counterweight to the Davos Forum. 

The WSF annual gathering draws tens of thousands of intellectuals and representatives of leftist parties, social movements and non-governmental organisations under the slogan ”another world is possible”. 

A statement Monday by Brazil's minister of Culture, popular singer and composer Gilberto Gil, seems to indicate that Lula will indeed make the trip to Davos. Gil said the president could serve as a WSF ”spokesman” at the Davos Forum and defend Brazil's social programmes and its stances on international issues. 

By participating in the two Forums, Lula would strengthen the potential for dialogue, especially because Davos and other international organisations are increasingly attentive to social issues, commented Gil. 

The Porto Alegre event coincides with the World Economic Forum, which has met every year since 1971 to debate global financial and business issues, with the participation of corporate executives, financiers and heads of state, mostly from the industrialised world. 

”Lula is a symbol” of the struggle of the Porto Alegre Forum and his participation in Davos would be ”a big disappointment”, Cándido Grzybowski, one of the eight members of the WSF organising committee and director of the Brazilian Institute of Social and Economic Analyses, told IPS. 

The support of the Brazilian Workers' Party (PT), founded and headed by Lula, was decisive for the success of the WSF in its first two years. 

The backing of the PT has also been financial and material, coming from the government of the state of Rio Grande do Sul, which was in the hands of the PT until December, and from the municipal government of the capital, Porto Alegre, which will have PT leaders until 2004. 

”We will not be able to guarantee that Lula won't be heckled in Porto Alegre” if he decides to make an appearance at both Forums, noted Grzybowski, who met in Brasilia last week with the advisers of the president, who took office Jan 1. 

”We did not criticise Lula when, as president-elect, he met in Washington with U.S. President George W. Bush” last month, but that was ”a duty of his office”, unlike his potential presence at the Davos Forum, which is his own choice, said the WSF leader. 

”There are no 'reasons of state'” for Lula to provide his prestige as a political leader for a meeting like the Davos Forum, which is ”falling into decadence” and which Brazil's previous president, centrist Fernando Henrique Cardoso, never attended in his eight years in office. 

This year, none of the leaders of the world's superpowers are planning to participate in the World Economic Forum, Grzybowski noted. ”Can it be worth it?” he wonders. 

Even the ostensible goal of dialogue to negotiate changes in the world order that are coherent with the ”social pact” Lula is promoting in Brazil would not justify his trip to Davos, because the people of the World Economic Forum ”don't want dialogue,” commented the activist. 

Other WSF personalities, like Brazilian sociologist Emir Sader, say that Davos, where bank presidents, corporate executives and political and economic leaders meet, has lost relevance as a result of the failure of ”neoliberalism” and the recessions afflicting the world's major economies. 

That is probably why the Davos Forum organisers are so keen on inviting the Brazilian president, praised for his electoral victory in October and the policies marking the beginning of his administration, he said. 

As far as domestic policy, Lula has apparently isolated the radical wing of his party, who protested when he named Henrique Meirelles, former world president of Bank Boston, as head of Brazil's Central Bank. 

Working side by side in the new Brazilian administration are one of the Davos leaders, Luiz Furlán, Minister of Development, Industry and Trade, and WSF ideologue Oded Grajew, president of the Ethos Institute for Corporate Social Responsibility. 

The new president has been able to balance the continuation of agreements with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and ”orthodox” macroeconomic policies, as well as inflation reduction goals and fiscal adjustments, with his social pact aimed at ”zero hunger”, staving off heavy criticism from the political left. 

But that tolerance does not extend to the two Forums because ambiguity in the case of this rivalry is not seen as acceptable pragmatism for a PT government. 

The WSF attracts individuals and groups from a broad range of social movements, some radically opposed to the existing world order, and others focussed on specific issues, such as debt forgiveness for poor countries, defence of water as a common good of all humanity, economic solidarity and indigenous rights. 

But the common denominators for those who will meet in Porto Alegre next week is the criticism of continued inequitable international relations, particularly in the trade and financial arenas, and the search for just alternatives. That is the ”other possible world” the WSF participants are trying to build. 

The Davos leaders assert that their Forum is open to dialogue and that its intention is to serve as a centre for debate in which many non-governmental organisations participate and which Lula could use as a venue to present his criticisms and proposals for resolving international problems. 

”In principle, there is no incompatibility” in Lula participating in both Forums, or in any international meeting, as long as he upholds Brazil's national sovereignty, Sonia Camargo, director of international relations at the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, said in a conversation with IPS. 

”The team working on the new government's foreign policy deserves our trust,” she said, referring to Foreign Minister Celso Amorim, presidential adviser Marco Aurelio García and the president himself, all recognised defenders of national interests. 

But WSF organiser Grzybowski commented that Lula's presence in Davos would damage that credibility. He added that the president does not seem to be considering the risks entailed in going to the ”concentration camp”, referring to the high security of the exclusive Swiss mountain gathering aimed at limiting the protests against the ideas the World Economic Forum represents. (END/2003)

ENVIRONMENT-RUSSIA:
New Deal to Clean Up Nuclear Waste 

Sergei Blagov 


MOSCOW, Jan 13 (IPS) - Russia has reached an agreement with its Nordic neighbours to clean up nuclear waste threatening the Arctic region. 

Prime Ministers from the Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden) and Russia agreed to clean up the Kola Peninsula on the border between Russia and Norway at a meeting of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council (BEAC) in Kirkenes in Norway January 10 and 11. The council is named after the Barents Sea to the north of Norway, Finland and Russia. 

The meeting led to what was considered a major breakthrough when Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov announced tax exemptions on equipment and technology for reprocessing radioactive waste. 

A programme had been worked out earlier by the EU (European Union) and Norway to carry out nuclear and radiation safety projects in Russia. But Russian reluctance to grant tax and import tariff exemptions held up the project. 

Kasyanov was quoted by RIA news agency as saying the agreement will be signed soon, and ratified by the Russian parliament later this year. The new deal provides for cooperation in nuclear safety and safe disposal of spent nuclear fuel and radioactive waste. 

There are about 100 decommissioned nuclear submarines and reactors at bases of Russia's Northern Fleet on the Kola Peninsula, according to the Norwegian environmental group Bellona. The Kola Peninsula became of particular strategic interest during the Cold War for its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean and because its coast is free of ice in the winter. Many large naval bases and shipyards were established to service the Northern fleet, which grew into the world's largest. 

The report by Bellona 'The Russian Northern Fleet: Sources of Radioactive Contamination' says there are at least 21,067 cubic metres of radioactive waste and at least 7,523 cubic metres of liquid radioactive waste at these shipyards. 

A total of 88 Northern Fleet nuclear submarines have been laid up, at least 52 of them with their nuclear fuel still on board. 

Solid radioactive waste is stored at 11 different places along the coast of the Kola Peninsula and in Severodvinsk in the northern Murmansk region. The storage facilities are full, and solid radioactive waste is stored additionally in the open with little protection. 

Liquid radioactive waste is stored at almost all of the naval bases, either in land-based tanks, or on board service ships or tankers. Most of these storage tanks too are full, and many of them are in poor condition, the Bellona report says. 

The Northern Fleet's largest temporary storage facility for spent nuclear fuel is at Zapadnaya Litsa in Murmansk. About 21,000 radioactive tubes are stored here in concrete tanks, corresponding to waste from 90 nuclear reactors. 

Large leaks were reported from an old storage pool here through the eighties. The area is close to the Norwegian border, and it is not surprising that Norwegian authorities are backing projects to clean it up. Governor of Murmansk Yury Evdokimov has asked for Norwegian financing to construct storage facilities for reactor components in Sayda Bay and Andreeva Bay. 

The Murmansk authorities want to reprocess all the nuclear waste in the region by 2007. A facility to reprocess solid radioactive waste has been planned in Polyarny with capacity to clean up 2,000 cubic metres of liquid waste a year. 

Russian authorities have allocated 50 million dollars for storage of radioactive waste in the region. Another 100 million dollars needed for this project is not yet available. 

The Barents cooperation was formally established in January 1993 when representatives from Finland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, Denmark and Iceland, together with a representative of the European Commission, the executive arm of the EU, signed the first Kirkenes Declaration. 

The declaration led to the launch of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council comprising representatives of national authorities, and the Regional Council representing the counties in the region. Cooperation schemes following this declaration are reported to have worked well. 

The Barents group is determined also to clean up their act in other areas. The Nordic countries, Russia and the EU have agreed to improve border crossings and to combat human trafficking. (END/2003)
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

13 January 2003

Keeping the sea horse from falling victim to its own charisma, US News and World Report, 20/1:  Sea horses are not likely to remain cheap baubles in the future. At least that's the intent of a recent decision to protect sea horses by the United Nations Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species. The first marine fish of commercial value to be listed, sea horses are threatened by a lucrative, growing global trade. More than 25 million animals a year are caught and dried for use in traditional Chinese medicine and as decorative curios or sold live for aquariums.  (See http://www.usnews.com/usnews/issue/030120/misc/20seahorse.htm)

Want to be an ecotourist?, Chicago Tribune, 12/1:  Travel section feature looks at what makes an ecotourist, mentioning that ecotourism is the fastest growing segment within the travel industry and that the UN declared 2002 the "International Year of Ecotourism”.  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/travel/chi-0301120528jan12,1,5894384.story)

The 'Michelangelo of networking', Toronto Star, 12/1:  Sunday magazine feature looks at Maurice Strong, given his new UN assignment as North Korean Special Envoy.  He is described as the "Michelangelo of networking," who consults, advises or sits on more than 40 boards and foundations and has close friends that range from the Rockefellers and Rothschilds to Mikhail Gorbachev and Henry Kissinger, but somehow has managed to keep his public profile in recent years curiously low.  (See 
http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1035776555446&call_pageid=968332188774)

Global Warming: All That Hot Air Must Be Having an Effect, NY Times, 12/1:  Political antagonists of President Bush attacked what they described as his lack of sufficient action on global warming last week, but his administration held firm, saying cautious measures were best while the science surrounding climate change and the human factors contributing to it remained uncertain.  But many experts on the climate system say that the slow, subtle evolution of the language in the most influential reports – those of the IPCC and the US National Academy of Science -- reflects an incremental, but significant shift toward certainty - at least on the basic question: are people contributing to global warming?  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/12/weekinreview/12REVK.html?ex=1043386241&ei=1&en=f5e1902d8538c0ee)

States, Congress Act on Global Warming, IPS, 10/1:  U.S. state and Congressional leaders are moving to reduce smokestack and tailpipe emissions even as the administration of President George W. Bush holds fast to its refusal to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on curbing greenhouse gases.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=15097)

Air Pollution a Priority, Whitman Says, Washington Post, 10/1:  The head of the Environmental Protection Agency said yesterday that the Bush administration will press industries this year to sharply reduce air pollutants, setting up a possible confrontation with the new Senate Republican leadership, which has said such efforts can wait until next year.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A35458-2003Jan9.html)

Environment pays price as more live alone, study says, Boston Globe, 13/1:  According to a study appearing in the journal Nature, social trends such as living alone, having fewer children, divorcing more often, and remaining single longer have led to an increase in the number of smaller households. That, in turn, has taken a heavy toll on the world's natural resources, because home construction leads to increased demand for building materials, appliances, and energy, as well as increased waste production.  (See http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe2/013/metro/Household_wastes+.shtml and http://www.nsf.gov/od/lpa/news/03/pr0306.htm)

U.S. Plan Could Ease Limits on Wetlands Development, NY Times, 11/1:  New guidelines unveiled by the Bush administration on Friday could spell trouble for 20 million acres of wetlands across the US.  The guidelines were prompted by a 2001 Supreme Court decision that found that isolated, non-navigable ponds and wetlands in Illinois did not merit protection under the Clean Water Act.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/11/politics/11WATE.html?ex=1043309591&ei=1&en=e366ef2d22675ec9)

US-EPA Adopts New Approach to Water Quality, AP/Washington Post, 10/1:  The US-EPA is clearing the way for states to create trading programs that will allow industrial facilities and wastewater treatment plants to buy and sell each other's pollution.  The trading programs will rely on economic incentives to meet federal water quality standards, EPA officials say, possibly saving the public hundreds of millions of dollars in water cleanup costs.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A34998-2003Jan9.html)

Behind Threats to World's Largest Freshwater Wetland, National Geographic News, 10/1:  Covering 140,000 square kilometers, the Pantanal is the world's largest freshwater wetland. Its central tributary is the Paraguay River, which flows through central-western Brazil, eastern Bolivia, and eastern Paraguay, covering an area larger than the size of Greece.  Interview with Frederick Swarts, director of the Waterland Research Institute and Secretary-General of the World Conference on Preservation and Sustainable Development in the Pantanal, is provided to look at the threats to this unique region, and efforts to save it,  (See http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/01/0110_030110_pantanal.html)

Rule Weakening Definition of 'Dolphin Safe' Is Delayed, NY Times, 10/1:  Under pressure from environmental and animal welfare groups, the US Commerce Department agreed to delay imposing a rule that would relax the definition of "dolphin safe" tuna.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/10/national/10TUNA.html?ex=1043205405&ei=1&en=08e4e559c0448635)

Cyanide use in mining targeted, Denver Post, 10/1:  Farmers, business interests, local governments and environmentalists want to ban cyanide in gold-mining operations in Colorado because they believe it poisons streams, wildlife and people.  (See http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~61~1100192,00.html)

African scientists experimenting with genetically modified corn, Knight-Ridder Newspapers, 11/1: Feature story looks at dilemma facing African researchers, such as those in the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute:  how to fight poverty and famine in face of political realities of ongoing GMO debate.  (See http://www.sanluisobispo.com/mld/sanluisobispo/news/world/4924854.htm)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           We expect to have a statement on the Middle East.  And if it comes through before this briefing is over, I’ll

     read it out.

           **Iraq Inspections

           On inspections on Iraq, UN helicopters were back in the air over Iraq during this weekend after having been

     grounded due to inclement weather.  The heavy payload MI-8 helicopter was used for the first time.  This enables the

     UN inspectors to bring a vehicle with them.

           Over the weekend, teams from both the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the UN Monitoring,

     Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) visited many different sites, including a missile propellant centre,

     a dairy plant, an explosives factory and the department of microbiology at Baghdad University.

           Today, an UNMOVIC team inspected a former SCUD Missile plant, which now produces artillery equipment.

           And if you want more details, pick up the inspectors’ daily activity report for Saturday, Sunday and today,

     which is available in my office.

           **Cyprus

           On Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor, returned to the island today following a

     stop in Turkey where he met with Government officials, including the leader of the ruling party, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

           On arrival in Nicosia, he told reporters “we are now on a pretty tight timeframe”.

           As foreseen in the Secretary-General’s plan, de Soto said, the agreement of a comprehensive settlement, with

     all political issues resolved between the two leaders, all security issues resolved between Greece and Turkey, and all

     technical work completed, by 28 February, would allow just enough time for separate referenda to be prepared and

     conducted so as to enable the people to take an educated decision on 30 March.

           If those results were positive, de Soto said, a new state of affairs in Cyprus would come into being on 31

     March, just two weeks before a reunited Cyprus could sign the treaty of accession with the European Union on 16

     April.

           “The plan as it stands,” he said, “reflects nearly a year of intensive consultations and negotiations, and stands

     on the shoulders of decades of talks before that”.

           He added that this meant “that the choice before the leaders and the people on each side is not between this

     plan and a substantially different one; the choice is between this plan, perhaps with balanced refinements here and

     there as needed, and no agreement at all”.

           We have the full text of his opening remarks available upstairs and we expect a complete transcript later

     today.

           After the press conference, de Soto went on to meet with the Greek Cypriot Leader, Glafcos Clerides, and

     he’s also set to meet with the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, later today.

           **Cambodia

           The exploratory talks between the United Nations and Cambodia on establishing Extraordinary Chambers to

     deal with trials of Khmer Rouge leaders continued on Saturday afternoon, with UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell and

     Cambodian Senior Minister Sok An heading the respective delegations.  Saturday’s talks comprised the fifth meeting

     between the two sides since the exploratory meetings began last Monday.

           This afternoon, at 4, the Secretary-General will meet briefly with Sok An.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           I think I now have this statement on the Middle East, which I will read.  This is attributable to the Spokesman:

           “The Secretary-General is extremely concerned by the level of violence and growing number of casualties in

     the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  He deplores that during the last weekend at least nine Palestinians and two Israelis

     were killed in various incidents. 

           “The Secretary-General believes that the most recent upsurge in violence and retaliation only feeds the cycle

     of mutual anger and hatred that leads to further civilian victims on both sides.  He calls on all Palestinians to stop

     attacks on Israelis and to pursue non-violent policies.  Equally, the Secretary-General urges the Government of Israel

     to exercise maximum restraint, in particular refraining from the disproportionate use of force and such actions as

     extra-judicial killings and demolition of houses.  All parties must understand that there is no military solution to this

     conflict and that there is no alternative to a political settlement.

           “The Secretary-General remains convinced that the only way forward toward reviving a sustainable peace

     process is a firm commitment of the parties to end all violence and to work closely with the Quartet on the basis of its

     road map to a two-State solution.  In this connection, he welcomes the initiative of Prime Minister Blair to convene a

     meeting tomorrow on the important issue of

     Palestinian reform.  The Secretary-General very much regrets that senior Palestinian officials were not allowed to travel

     to London for this meeting”.

           **Security Council

           There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council as a whole scheduled for today.

           Looking ahead, the Council will hold an open meeting tomorrow on Children and Armed Conflict at which the

     Secretary-General is expected to deliver a statement.

           The Security Council Presidency has announced a ministerial-level open meeting Monday next.  The subject

     is “Combating Terrorism”.

           According to the announcement, the debate will provide an opportunity for the Council to examine the results

     of the activities of the Counter-Terrorism Committee that was established in the wake of the attacks of 11 September. 

     It will also allow Council Members to make a political assessment of the actions that have been taken and consider

     formulating new guidelines to improve the effectiveness of the fight against terrorism.  The purpose is to give new

     impetus to international action to combat the scourge of terrorism.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN mission in Afghanistan has reported that the preliminary draft of the country’s new constitution is

     expected to be ready in March.

           Wide consultations with civil society and experts in all 32 provinces as well as among Afghans in other

     countries will follow, and a final draft is expected to be ready by October.  It will then be submitted to the Constitutional

     Loya Jirga for adoption, as stipulated in the Bonn Agreement of December 2001.

           According to the latest press briefing notes from Kabul, the future constitution would be based on Islamic

     principles and Afghan legal traditions as well as international norms and standards.

           **Human Rights

           In Geneva today, the Committee on the Rights of the Child began its three-week winter session with a briefing

     by Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, who said the committee was expected to

     discuss AIDS, adolescent health and the minimum age for criminal responsibility during the current session.

           He also told the Committee that Sergio Paulo Pinheiro of Brazil had recently been informed that he would be

     nominated by the Secretary-General as an independent expert for a UN study on violence against children.

           We have more details in a press release.

           **Global Compact

           Six Egyptian companies have joined the Secretary-General’s Global Compact initiative, pledging their

     commitment to implement the Global Compact’s nine principles in the areas of human rights, labour rights and the

     environment.  The companies are Sonac Societe Nationale du Commerce; Talaat Mostafa Group; Madico; Mobica;

     Orascom Construction; and the Americana Group.

           The engagement of Egyptian business leaders is an important step forward in terms of building roots for the

     Compact and its principles around the world and realizing the vision of the Secretary-General of a more stable and

     inclusive global economy.  The Compact is now firmly rooted in about 50 countries.

           The Advisory Council of the Global Compact will hold a dinner here in New York on Wednesday night, just

     before an all-day meeting on Thursday that will be chaired by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette.

           **Press Releases

           One press release today:  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

     reports that the Round Table on Physical Education and Sport, which ended on Friday in Paris, concluded with a

     commitment to an International Convention against doping in sport.  Ministers and senior officials from 103 countries

     asked UNESCO to collaborate with United Nations and other relevant agencies in drafting a convention to fight doping

     at the international level in time for the 2004 Summer Olympic Games.  We have a press release with more

     information.

           **Budget

           In budget news, Australia became the 17th Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full,

     and that was with payment of more than $21 million.

           Conferences

           The Secretary-General returned to work today after a long break, and he will hold his first press conference of

     the year with you tomorrow at 11 a.m. in this room.  In his opening statement, he is expected to offer his views on the

     challenges that the international community faces in the year ahead.

           As usually happens when he gives a press conference, we will not do a noon briefing tomorrow, but we will

     provide on the Internet the highlights of the Secretary-General’s press conference, as well as highlights of events in the

     UN system that take place tomorrow.

           And the other press conference scheduled for tomorrow is at 2 p.m. sponsored by the mission of Mexico and

     that will be on children and armed conflict.  The Speakers will include Neil Boothby of Save the Children, US; and

     Kathleen Hunt of CARE International’s Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict.

           So, that’s all I have for you.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Fred, are the talks with the Cambodians completed now, and did they make enough progress for

     the Secretary-General to ask to send an envoy to Phnom Penh?

           Spokesman:  I am not sure we can say they’re completed.  They were unable to meet this morning for

     technical reasons.  They have allowed for the possibility of a meeting after the Senior Minister, Sok An, meets with the

     Secretary-General.  So, my sense is that they have not yet concluded their discussions and I have nothing to say

     about what the outcome might be.  I think we have to wait for them to definitively wrap up.

           Question:   At 4 p.m., is this a substantive meeting then or courtesy call?

           Spokesman:  We have to wait and see what comes out of it.

           Question:   Can we have a photo op at the top of that meeting?

           Spokesman:  I believe we should have asked for one.  But double-check with my office afterwards.  Yes?

           Question:   The ministerial meeting of the Council on Monday, is there some schedule of how many ministers

     or are all the 15 members of the Council going to be represented?  Do you have that yet?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have that information yet.  We probably have to stay in touch with the Council through the

     week as they get their final head count of how many ministers will be coming.  But I think the goal is to get 15 out of

     15 if possible.

           Question:   Weeks ago the Venezuelan press spoke about the UN nomination of the former Ambassador

     Diego Arria.  What is the role of Mr. Arria in the UN?

           Spokesman:  He was appointed as special advisor, and the Secretary-General will call on him from time to

     time as needed on specific matters not necessarily limited to Latin America.  There has been a question of whether he

     would in any way be involved in the Secretary-General’s efforts concerning Venezuela, and the answer to that question

     is ‘No’.  Muhammad?

           Question:   Why have UN inspectors requested for one year for completing the inspection?

           Spokesman:  They’ve said that from the beginning, and I think you’ve heard both Hans Blix and Muhammad

     ElBaradei say that if all went well with this inspection process, they could conclude their work within a year.  So, I

     don’t think that’s the first time we’ve heard that.

           Question:   What’s the point of the meeting with Felipe Gonzalez today?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have anything specific on that.  We’ll try to get a read out for you afterwards.  Let me see

     what I have here.  I just have

     something very general:  “The Secretary-General maintains a regular dialogue with a wide range of leaders.  He has

     met Mr. Gonzalez on several previous occasions.  We have no further details on today’s meeting”.  We will try to get

     you a read out for you afterwards.  Yes?

           Question:   The President of the Security Council said yesterday that the Security Council is going to meet on

     the North Korean letter early this week.  Do you have any plan for that?

           Spokesman:  We don’t have any specific time yet.  He did say on Friday that he had received a letter from the

     Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and that the Council would take it up some time this week.  But I don’t think

     we have a specific time yet.  When we get one, we’ll let you know.

           Okay.  Thanks very much.

                                              * *** *

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * * 

Middle East

13 January – Following a weekend that saw further bloodshed in the Middle East, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his extreme concern at the level of violence and growing number of casualties in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

A statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York said the Secretary-General deplored that during the last weekend at least nine Palestinians and two Israelis were killed in various incidents. “The Secretary-General believes that the most recent upsurge in violence and retaliation only feeds the cycle of mutual anger and hatred that leads to further civilian victims on both sides,” Fred Eckhard said at a press briefing.

“He calls on all Palestinians to stop attacks on Israelis and to pursue non-violent policies,” the spokesman said. “Equally, the Secretary-General urges the Government of Israel to exercise maximum restraint, in particular refraining from the disproportionate use of force and such actions as extra-judicial killings and demolition of houses. All parties must understand that there is no military solution to this conflict and that there is no alternative to a political settlement.”

According to Mr. Eckhard, the Secretary-General remains convinced that the only way forward toward reviving a sustainable peace process is a firm commitment of the parties to end all violence and to work closely with the diplomatic Quartet on the basis of its road map to a two-State solution.

“In this connection, he welcomes the initiative of Prime Minister [Tony] Blair to convene a meeting tomorrow on the important issue of Palestinian reform,” the spokesman said. “The Secretary-General very much regrets that senior Palestinian officials were not allowed to travel to London for this meeting.”

* * *

Cyprus

13 January – The Special Adviser to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Cyprus is back in the island nation today for meetings with the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leaders as part of the UN’s efforts to help the parties reach a comprehensive agreement before the country joins the European Union.

Speaking at a press conference in Nicosia upon his return from a stop in Turkey, where he met with government officials as well as the leader of the ruling party, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Alvaro de Soto said the timeline was tight for the two sides to settle the Cyprus problem, with only about six weeks left to see negotiations through to a successful conclusion.

“As foreseen in the plan, the agreement of a comprehensive settlement, with all political issues resolved between the two leaders, all security issues between Greece and Turkey resolved, and all technical work completed, by 28 February, would allow just enough time for separate referenda to be prepared and conducted so as to enable the people to take an educated decision on 30 March,” he said. “If the results of the referenda were positive, a new state of affairs in Cyprus would come into being on 31 March.”

That would allow just two weeks to put in place certain basic parts of the new institutions of the common state, and allow the EU to revise and approve the terms of the accession treaty to accommodate the new state of affairs in the manner foreseen in the plan, so that a reunited Cyprus could sign the Treaty of Accession on 16 April, Mr. de Soto said.

“So by 16 April, the new state of affairs must be in place and up-and-running. If this is to be achieved, as we see it, an agreement is required by 28 February, since there must be time enough for the separate referenda in between,” he said.

Mr. de Soto noted that the UN Security Council has “strongly backed” the Secretary-General’s decision to push ahead and try to achieve an agreement by 28 February on the basis of his revised proposal of 10 December. “The plan as it stands…reflects nearly a year of intensive consultations and negotiations, and stands on the shoulders of decades of talks before that,” he said.

The Special Adviser also noted that the plan has been accepted by both leaders, and by Greece and Turkey, as a basis for negotiation. “The plan establishes an overall balance and provides the parameters which need to be respected if it is to serve as the basis for a negotiated settlement,” he said. “This means that the choice before the leaders and the people on each side is not between this plan and a substantially different one; the choice is between this plan, perhaps with balanced refinements here and there as needed, and no agreement at all.”

After the press conference, Mr. de Soto went on to meet with the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides. He also set to meet with the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, later today.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

13 January – United Nations inspectors visited universities in Baghdad today as part of their ongoing hunt for evidence of illegal weapons in Iraq.

A chemical team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) visited Technology University to rebaseline the whole site, according to a UN spokesman in Baghdad. It also inspected the Department of Chemical Technology.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Baghdad University College of Science for Women, which educates women to become high school teachers. Another team inspected the Department of Biology at the Baghdad University College of Science, which teaches courses in microbiology, zoology, botany and environmental science, said Hiro Ueki.

A team from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) also visited Technology University in Baghdad to verify that scientific and technical activities had been performed.

In other inspections, an UNMOVIC missile team went to the Al Ameer Factory, also known as the Saddam State Establishment. The factory was involved in the assembly of Scud missile components before 1991 but has since been responsible for making artillery equipment. Another missile team – which had fixed inventory tags to the Al Fatah missiles at an army unit north of Basra yesterday – returned to Baghdad today.

An UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected an airstrip and an adjacent storage area and visited a bombing range both in the Al Muhammadiah area. Debris at the bombing range was investigated, Mr. Ueki reported.

In addition to Technical University, the IAEA also visited the Tuwaitha site to confirm certain components of the Iraqi arms declaration, and the Ibn Roshd Company, which is the quality control centre for the Military Industrialization Corporation (MIC).

Yesterday, an UNMOVIC chemical team also inspected the National Chemical Plastic Industry in Baghdad, a plastics manufacturer.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

12 January – United Nations nuclear and chemical experts today joined forces to inspect a facility in Iraq suspected of involvement in the country’s prohibited weapons programme.

A joint International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) team flew by helicopter approximately 240 kilometres northwest of Baghdad to inspect the Sharqat EMIS Facility. “The site was originally designed to house an Electromagnetic Isotope Separation Facility (EMIS),” explained UN spokesman Hiro Ueki. “Presently, a factory operated by the Al Hadhin State Company produces concentrated nitric acid on the site.”

This was the UN’s first airborne operation in which a MI8-MTV heavy-load helicopter was used since inspections resumed late last year, according to the spokesman.

Also today, an UNMOVIC missile team observed a static test of an Al Samoud engine at the Al Rafah Liquid Engine Test Facility. A separate missile team went to Al Mutaseem to observe another static test, this time of an Al Uboor motor, which Mr. Ueki called “a solid propellant motor that Iraq plans to use in a ground-to-air missile system.” A third missile team travelled to Basra to tag the Al Farah missiles.

In addition, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Department of Microbiology of the College of Medicine at Baghdad University. “The principal activity of the Department is to teach third-year medical students basic microbiology and parasitology,” Mr. Ueki said. Inspectors also visited Baghdad University’s College of Pharmacy and returned to the Technical Military Depot for the Air Force, which had previously been inspected on 2 January.

Meanwhile, a Mosul-based multidisciplinary team inspected the Jaber Ben Hayan State Establishment. “The company is a producer of chemical protection equipment,” explained Mr. Ueki.

On Saturday, a team of UNMOVIC missile experts went to the Ibn Sina Centre. “In this large centre, which is also known as Tarmiyah, the team inspected several buildings to verify the equipment and raw materials used in chemical processes liked to missile activities, such as the production of ammonium perchlorate for solid propellants and the regeneration of oxidizer and fuel used in liquid propulsion,” Mr. Ueki said.

An UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team flew by helicopter to inspect an airfield that is currently not in operation.

Mr. Ueki also reported that an UNMOVIC chemical team inspected five Colleges belonging to Tikrit University. “These were the Colleges of Science, Agriculture, Engineering, Medicine and Women’s Education,” he said.

In addition, UN germ warfare experts returned to the two sites they had visited on Friday for further inspection: the State Company for Drugs and Medical Appliances Marketing at Al Addile, and the same company located at Al Dabash.

A Mosul-based multidisciplinary UN team inspected the Mosul Dairy Plant “to determine the status of current activities and to verify the previously tagged equipment,” Mr. Ueki said.

Meanwhile, IAEA specialists inspected the Saddam GE Plant and the Qa Qaa Sumood Explosives Plant. “The Saddam GE Plant has an engineering machine tools capability and the Sumood Plant produces civilian as well as military explosives,” explained Mr. Ueki.

* * *

Security Council: terrorism

13 January – The Presidency of the United Nations Security Council has announced a ministerial-level open meeting next week on combating terrorism.

According to the announcement, the debate on 20 January will provide an opportunity for the 15-nation Council to examine the results of the activities of its Counter-Terrorism Committee that was established in the wake of the terrorist attacks against the United States on 11 September 2001.

The meeting will also allow Council members to make a political assessment of the actions that have been taken and consider formulating new guidelines to improve the effectiveness of the fight against terrorism.

The purpose is also to give new impetus to international action to combat the scourge of terrorism, the announcement said.

* * *

Cambodia

13 January – The head of the Cambodian delegation meeting with United Nations officials in talks to explore the possibility of establishing a special court to try former Khmer Rouge leaders for crimes against humanity met today with Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Senior Minister Sok An, the head of Cambodia’s Council of Ministers, held a brief meeting with the Secretary-General this afternoon, according to a UN spokesman.
The exploratory talks on establishing Extraordinary Chambers to deal with trials of Khmer Rouge leaders were suspended today for technical reasons, Fred Eckhard said, although the two sides did meet on Saturday afternoon, the fifth such encounter since the exploratory meetings began last Monday. Legal Counsel Hans Corell leads the UN delegation.

Asked if the talks have been completed, Mr. Eckhard said the delegations had allowed for the possibility of another meeting after the Secretary-General meets Mr. Sok An. “My sense is that they have not yet concluded their discussions,” he said. “I think we have to wait for [the talks] to definitively wrap up.”

* * *

Afghanistan

13 January – In another sign that Afghanistan is on the road to recovery, the country’s leaders have set in motion a broad consultative process aimed at drafting the preliminary elements of a new constitution by March, the United Nations mission said in Kabul.

According to a spokesman for the UN Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), once that draft is completed, wide consultations with civil society and experts in all 32 provinces as well as among Afghans in other countries will follow. A final draft is expected to be ready by October, and will be submitted to the Constitutional Loya Jirga for adoption as stipulated in the Bonn Agreement of 2001.

In a press briefing from Kabul yesterday, Afghan Vice-President Naematullah Shahrani, Chairman of the Constitutional Drafting Commission, called on representatives of the international community for donor support, noting that the Commission’s budget of $2.8 million does not include the future Loya Jirga. He also announced that President Hamid Karzai is working on the establishment of the Constitutional Commission, which will absorb the Drafting Commission.

Mr. Shahrani said that the future constitution would be based on Islamic principles, Afghan legal traditions as well as international norms and standards. “Hopefully,” he said, “the new constitution will move the country away from isolation and show the world that Afghanistan wants to be integrated into the international community.”

The Constitutional Drafting Commission was inaugurated on 3 November. Its membership consists of nine legal scholars and jurists. UNAMA, with the support of UNDP, will be responsible for coordinating technical and financial inputs to this process.

* * *

Afghanistan

13 January – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) is scrambling to treat an outbreak of whooping cough in Afghanistan, which has already claimed the lives to two children in a village near the Tajik border.

According to a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), a mobile clinic has been set up in Maymay – where the outbreak started approximately two weeks ago and two children have died – and 10 volunteers have already been trained. “Those persons are now administering the antibiotic drug ethromycine to anyone up to the age of 15 and anyone older who shows symptoms of whooping cough,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva said. “Some 332 patients have been treated so far.”

In the village of Paharok, there have been 10 deaths – all children under the age of three – and 177 cases of whooping cough diagnosed, according to Mr. de Almeida e Silva. The WHO taskforce there has seen 67 families so far.

“WHO states that the onset of the disease there goes back two months, which is why there is a higher mortality rate,” he noted. “WHO also informed us that two members of the Ministry of Health have also been deployed to the village of Kufob, also in the mountains near Maymay.”

* * *

Children’s rights

13 January – As a United Nations expert panel monitoring implementation of a key global treaty on children’s rights began its 2003 session today, a senior UN official stressed the importance tackling thematic issues such as HIV/AIDS, adolescent health and the minimum age for criminal responsibility.

The Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, said that by taking up such work, the Committee on the Rights of the Child will provide guidance to States parties and others on compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and would enable its own jurisprudence to be reinforced.

Turning to other matters, Mr. Ramcharan announced that Sergio Paulo Pinheiro of Brazil had recently been informed that he would be nominated by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to serve as an independent expert for a UN study on violence against children.

The Committee’s winter session is set to run through 31 January. The 10 independent experts are scheduled to examine the promotion and protection of children’s rights in Estonia, Republic of Korea, Italy, Romania, Solomon Islands, Viet Nam, Czech Republic and Haiti.

* * *

Women’s rights

13 January – A United Nations committee dealing with discrimination against women opened the first part of its 2003 session today with UN officials stressing the importance of promoting gender equity as part of government policy.

In her welcome to the 23 independent experts charged with monitoring implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), Angela E.V. King, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, said that ratifications to the Convention and its Optional Protocol had been continuing at a steady pace.

“There are now a total of 170 States parties to the Convention and 49 States who had ratified or acceded to the Optional Protocol,” she told the opening of the twenty-eight session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women in New York.

Carolyn Hannan, Director for the UN Division of the Advancement of Women, added that since the Committee’s inception and throughout the 1990s, there had been a steady evolution in its relationship with the intergovernmental process in the promotion of gender equality. And today, when the international community and national governments are focused on the Millennium Development Goals, the organic link between the legal framework for the protection and promotion of women’s rights and the policy process is even more crucial, she said.

“It is important to ensure that gender equality remains a critical priority and is pursued not only as a goal in its own right, but also as a means to achieve poverty eradication and sustainable development goals,” Ms. Hannan said. The interaction between the Committee, the Commission on the Status of Women and the UN General Assembly had become more important then ever.

The 23 experts of the Committee, who serve in their personal capacities, have met twice annually since 1997. For their opening meeting this year – set to run through 31 January – they are scheduled to review the compliance reports of Albania, Switzerland, Canada, Republic of Congo, El Salvador, Kenya, Luxembourg and Norway.

* * *

Global Compact

13 January – Six Egyptian companies have joined the Global Compact initiative of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, which seeks to advance good corporate citizenship and responsible globalization.

According to a UN spokesman in New York, Sonac Societe Nationale du Commerce; Talaat Mostafa Group; Madico; Mobica; Orascom Construction; and the Americana Group have all pledged their commitment to implement the Global Compact, which brings companies together with UN agencies, governments, labour and civil society to foster action and partnerships in support of nine principles in the areas of human rights, labour and the environment.

“The engagement of Egyptian business leaders is an important step forward in terms of building roots for the Compact and its principles around the world and realizing the vision of the Secretary-General of a more stable and inclusive global economy,” Fred Eckhard said. The Compact is now firmly rooted in about 50 countries.

The Advisory Council of the Global Compact will hold a dinner in New York on Wednesday, and then hold an all-day meeting, to be chaired by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette, on Thursday.

* * *

Drug testing

13 January – Stressing that doping “threatens to kill sport as surely as it kills athletes,” the ministers and representatives attending a sport and physical education summit in Paris has urgently called on the United Nations to help draft an international convention to fight the scourge.

According to the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), senior physical education officials from 103 countries who attended the two-day Round Table on Physical Education and Sport stressed in a communiqué that prevention is the best defence to the risk of doping among young people.

The officials urged other competent UN system agencies and the Council of Europe, in close collaboration with other concerned bodies such as the International Olympic Committee, the World Anti-Doping Agency and the Intergovernmental Consultative Group on Anti-Doping in Sport (IICGADS), to coordinate the preparation, if possible before the Summer Olympic Games of 2004, and the adoption, if possible before the Winter Olympic Games of 2006, of a universal international instrument for this purpose.

The meeting, which ended last Friday, also called for sport to be given its rightful place in education systems, particularly now that sport has become a significant economic activity and gained unprecedented prominence and visibility across the world.

The ministers also called for improved protection of young athletes against the risks of high level sport, and pledged to safeguard against such risks as child labour, violence, doping, early specialization, over-training, and exploitative forms of commercialization as well as less visible threats and deprivations such as the premature severance of family bonds and the loss of sporting, social and cultural ties.

* *** *
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