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· UN News Service - Tsunami's 'second wave of death' - disease - can now be largely avoided, UN says
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· BBC - Tsunami early warning 'next year'
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ENS

UNESCO to Create Global Tsunami Warning System By Mid-2007 

PORT LOUIS, Mauritius, January 13, 2005 (ENS) - UNESCO is working towards the establishment of a global tsunami warning system that would be operational by June 2007, said UNESCO Director-General Koichiro Matsuura. More than 153,000 people in nine countries around the Indian Ocean lost their lives December 26 when a severe earthquake set a tsunami in motion. The region has no tsunami warning system. 

Speaking Wednesday at a press conference at the Mauritius international meeting on Small Island Developing States, Matsuura said assessment missions are already in concerned countries taking steps towards the creation of the first regional component of the global system, in the Indian Ocean. 
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The giant tidal wave struck without warning across the Indian Ocean on December 26, 2004. (Photo courtesy Jakarta Independent Media Center)

Matsuura expects the regional warning system to be operational for the Indian Ocean by June 2006. The global warning system could be ready by the middle of 2007, he said. 

The small island states of Maldives and Seychelles are two of the nine countries where lives were lost in the giant tsunami that rolled across the Indian Ocean where no tsunami has been felt before in living memory. 

“The estimated cost of the scientific infrastructure for the Indian Ocean system with a regional center and properly equipped national centers is about $30 million,” Matsuura said. He put the maintenance costs of an Indian Ocean regional center at one to two million dollars a year. 

The director-general said that two meetings of experts will be held in March to analyze the recent Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami and to look at exactly what will be required for a global alert system. They will also seek to harmonize all international efforts being made towards the establishment of the Indian Ocean early warning system. 

“Plans for the Indian Ocean component should be finalized in June at the annual meeting of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), Matsuura said. 

The IOC initiated the successful International Tsunami Warning System for the Pacific, which “has undoubtedly saved many lives over the past four decades of its existence,” the director-general said. The Pacific Tsunami Warning System, based on the Hawaiian island of Oahu, is funded and operated by the United States. 

The director-general stressed the importance of collaboration in undertaking such a project and said that UNESCO would be working closely with key institutional partners like the World Meteorological Organization, other international partners, donor countries and national authorities. 

“The role of the latter,” he said, “is crucial in the success of any alert system. It is up to the authorities in individual countries to set up the communication networks needed to ensure that information on tsunami, and other natural disasters, reaches threatened populations." 

"They are also responsible for education and awareness raising programs to inform people about the actions they can take to save lives and limit the damage of such disasters,” Matsuura said. 
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UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan (right) at the conference on Small Island Developing States with UNESCO Director-General Koichiro Matsuura (center), and his wife, Nane Annan (left). (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is in Mauritius where he will address the 2,000 conference participants this morning as the high-level portion of the conference begins. 

On Wednesday, Annan spoke with island leaders taking part in the 5th Summit of the Alliance of Small Island States in the new Mauritius conference center where this week’s conference is being held. 

“The Alliance of Small Island States has become an increasingly effective voice in the international arena," Annan said. "You may be small in size, but your potential is big.” 

Annan urged the Small Island States to do some high powered networking to fulfill their needs for increased security from natural disasters and economic stagnation. "You will have to deepen partnerships at all levels," Annan said, "through South-South cooperation; through closer cooperation with developed countries; by engaging more actively with civil society; and by tapping the knowledge and capacities of regional organizations such as CARICOM, the Pacific Islands Forum and the Indian Ocean Commission.” 

Also Wednesday the secretary-general and his wife, Nane Annan visited a parallel activity taking place in tandem with the Mauritius conference, called the Community Vilaj - showcase of sustainable development efforts and innovative approaches at the community level in small islands worldwide. 

This island fair is sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme. Annan also opened the final session of the parallel youth forum of the conference, held under the theme “Youth Island Visioning.” 

Representatives of the Youth Group, composed of 96 young people from 31 small island developing states and six other small island nations, read a declaration entitled “Youth envisioning for island living.” 
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Young dancers prepare to entertain delegates at the small island states meeting. (Photo courtesy ENB)

The young people called on their governments, private sectors and civil societies to support the preservation of culture; involve youth in decisionmaking concerning the social, cultural and physical environment, and in the development of policies and enforcement of laws to ensure good governance; educate youth on issues such as HIV/AIDS, substance abuse, and a healthy lifestyles; secure viable job opportunities; and provide youth with the skills and knowledge necessary to plan for and respond to the dangers posed by both natural disasters and modern security threats. 

Small island developing states face problems arising from an interplay of such factors as small size, remoteness, geographical dispersion, vulnerability to natural disasters, the fragility of ecosystems and isolation from markets. 

Conference discussions Wednesday focused on building resilience and managing vulnerability. Michael Witter of the University of the West Indies, said that building resilience was one aspect of implementing sustainable development strategies for small islands. Resilience was interpreted to mean the capacity to absorb and to recover from external shocks. 
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Toke Talagi, Deputy Prime Minister of the small Pacific island state of Niue (Photo courtesy ENB)

Toke Talagi, Deputy Prime Minister of Niue, highlighted the environmental vulnerabilities faced by small islands by sharing the experience of his country, which has often been faced with natural disasters, including a cyclone last year. 

Cyclone Heta, which struck in January 2004, caused extensive destruction to the island and resulted in economic losses amounting to $87 million, as well as extensive losses to its environment and biodiversity. 

Ultimately, the management of risks is the rational approach to building the resilience of small island developing states, participants agreed. 

But they expressed concern that in the wake of the disastrous impact of hurricanes, volcanoes and now the tsunami, the insurance industry is backing away from small islands. Cayman is no longer eligible for insurance, because of the recent hurricanes. They could only wonder what the implications for the Maldives would be where 82 lives were lost and 21,660 people displaced. Without insurance, delegates fear, the international investment flows will inevitably decrease. 

For small island developing states, managing the environment is key, participants agreed. Without building the resilience of the environment, it is not possible to build the economies of small island developing States. 

In rebuilding from the cyclone disaster, the government and people of Niue took several steps to ensure that immediate recovery efforts would be sustained in the long term. Initiatives in fishing and tourism were taken to create economic opportunities, and partnerships between a private sector company and the Government were forged to allow for additional development activities. 

Civil society participants in the Community Vilaj discuss how to make their own communities more resiliant. (Photo courtesy ENB)

Protecting biodiversity was also a priority and steps were taken to minimize the negative impacts to species. 

Building resilience is one aspect of implementing sustainable development strategies for small islands, Michael Witter of the University of the West Indies told conference delegates. Resilience was interpreted to mean the capacity to absorb and to recover from external shocks. 

The fragility and small size of the island's ecology limited its ability to absorb and to recover from environmental shocks, and it was the thinness and small size of Niue's markets that limited its capacity to bounce back from external shocks. 

Witter emphasized the need for small island developing states to diversify their trade activities, as well as the importance of good macroeconomic management and international cooperation. 

The discussion was chaired by Maria Madalena Brito Neves, minister of agriculture, environment and fisheries of Cape Verde, who said it is essential to mobilize resources to build resilience when small islands are posed with problems arising from natural disasters and other external shocks. 

Lasting solutions are also needed in energy and communication technology, Neves said, and partnerships should be strengthened between regional, subregional and international institutions, as well as those with the private sector.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Service

At small islands conference, Annan calls for global warning system for natural disasters

Annan addresses small islands conference

13 January 2005 – Having toured some of the countries hardest-hit by the powerful and fatal December tsunami, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called today for a worldwide warning system for several natural disasters, as well as for rising sea levels likely to be caused by global warming.

“We need a global warning system – and one that covers not just tsunamis, but all other threats, such as storm surges and cyclones. In such an endeavour, no part of the world should be ignored,” he told cabinet ministers and other senior officials meeting in Mauritius for the 10-year review of the Barbados Programme of Action (BPoA) on sustainability for small island nations.

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that “if the sea level rises in the Maldives, for example, a large proportion of the land mass could disappear over the next 30 years, and be completely submerged by 2100.”

Mr. Annan said, “We must also be ready to take decisive measures to address climate change. It is no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world's top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming. Who can claim that we are doing enough?”

In tackling their problems, some small island states have carved out market niches in tourism and information technologies, he said, but “on the whole, implementation of what was agreed and promised at Barbados remains disappointing at best,” while new challenges to survival have emerged.

Among the new problems, “the AIDS epidemic has made deep inroads, especially in the Caribbean, which now ranks second to sub-Saharan Africa in the proportion of its adult population infected,” he said.

The UN would continue to help keep the problems of small islands high on the international agenda, Mr. Annan.

In that regard, the report issued last month by the 16 members he appointed to the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change gave a new vision of collective security that “places great emphasis on prevention and on building up the capacities of states to address threats and fulfil their responsibilities,” the Secretary-General said.

“The Panel has stated clearly that addressing development challenges such as extreme poverty, climate change and the spread of infectious diseases, such as AIDS and malaria, is indispensable for our collective security. It has stressed the devastating impact that terrorism, conflict and organized crime have on development. And it has given us both wide-ranging policy recommendations and suggestions for significant changes in our multilateral institutions, including the United Nations,” Mr. Annan said.

At a separate meeting organized by the Seychelles and the United Kingdom to consider threats to reefs and other protected areas, he said despite the progress made under the Law of the Sea Convention and other treaties, “this common heritage of all humankind continues to face profound pressures.”

Although coral reefs make up less than 0.5 per cent of the ocean floor, more than 90 per cent of marine species are directly or indirectly dependent on them and they provide human communities with $30 billion per year in nutrition, livelihoods and economic growth, he said.

“For small islands and low-lying areas, reefs are nature’s crucial defences against aggressive and destructive seas,” Mr. Annan said, adding, “We need early warning systems. But reducing vulnerability must begin with conserving coral reefs and mangroves.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Scoop

Annan Calls For Global Warning System

Friday, 14 January 2005, 10:17 am

Press Release: United Nations  

At Small Islands Conference, Annan Calls For Global Warning System For Natural Disasters

Having toured some of the countries hardest-hit by the powerful and fatal December tsunami, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called today for a worldwide warning system for several natural disasters, as well as for rising sea levels likely to be caused by global warming.

“We need a global warning system – and one that covers not just tsunamis, but all other threats, such as storm surges and cyclones. In such an endeavour, no part of the world should be ignored,” he told cabinet ministers and other senior officials meeting in Mauritius for the 10-year review of the Barbados Programme of Action (BPoA) on sustainability for small island nations.

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that “if the sea level rises in the Maldives, for example, a large proportion of the land mass could disappear over the next 30 years, and be completely submerged by 2100.”

Mr. Annan said, “We must also be ready to take decisive measures to address climate change. It is no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world's top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming. Who can claim that we are doing enough?”” 

 In tackling their problems, some small island states have carved out market niches in tourism and information technologies, he said, but “on the whole, implementation of what was agreed and promised at Barbados remains disappointing at best,” while new challenges to survival have emerged.

Among the new problems, “the AIDS epidemic has made deep inroads, especially in the Caribbean, which now ranks second to sub-Saharan Africa in the proportion of its adult population infected,” he said.

The UN would continue to help keep the problems of small islands high on the international agenda, Mr. Annan.

In that regard, the report issued last month by the 16 members he appointed to the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change gave a new vision of collective security that “places great emphasis on prevention and on building up the capacities of states to address threats and fulfil their responsibilities,” the Secretary-General said.

“The Panel has stated clearly that addressing development challenges such as extreme poverty, climate change and the spread of infectious diseases, such as AIDS and malaria, is indispensable for our collective security. It has stressed the devastating impact that terrorism, conflict and organized crime have on development. And it has given us both wide-ranging policy recommendations and suggestions for significant changes in our multilateral institutions, including the United Nations,” Mr. Annan said.

At a separate meeting organized by the Seychelles and the United Kingdom to consider threats to reefs and other protected areas, he said despite the progress made under the Law of the Sea Convention and other treaties, “this common heritage of all humankind continues to face profound pressures.”

Although coral reefs make up less than 0.5 per cent of the ocean floor, more than 90 per cent of marine species are directly or indirectly dependent on them and they provide human communities with $30 billion per year in nutrition, livelihoods and economic growth, he said.

“For small islands and low-lying areas, reefs are nature’s crucial defences against aggressive and destructive seas,” Mr. Annan said, adding, “We need early warning systems. But reducing vulnerability must begin with conserving coral reefs and mangroves.” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Fixing tsunami-damaged ecosystem 'should be priority'

Mangrove forest

13 January 2005

Source:

Ecosystems destroyed by last month's tsunami urgently need to be restored to protect the region in the long term and to allow devastated communities to regain their livelihoods, say environmental organisations.

Damage caused by the tsunami, such as pollution of freshwater with saltwater and the uprooting of mangrove forests that act as buffers against typhoons, could have serious consequences for communities who depend on healthy coastal ecosystems for food, fuel and shelter.

Some organisations are using satellite images and divers to document the tsunami's impact, and the United Nations Environment Programme has committed US$1 million towards assessment efforts. Monitoring the damage is proving to be difficult, however, because some local research facilities that could have helped were also damaged by the tsunami.

Researchers have commented that the tsunami's effects were greatest where the environment was already damaged. They stress the need for preventive measures to protect against future natural disasters.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Fiji Times

UN labels Fiji as worst plastic disposal offenders
 (Friday, January 14, 2005) 

THE United Nations Environment Program has cited Fiji to be the worst offender in the South Pacific for plastic waste disposal.

The UN body said Fiji could be commended for its awareness work in this area but the result of the awareness campaign was far from pleasing.

It reported the growing plastic waste problem in the country could undermine tourism and employment.

It said over the last five years the annual plastic consumption in the country had almost doubled from 66 million plastic bags a year to 113 million last year.

Principal environment officer Manasa Sovaki said the department was aware of the problem.

He said they had visited Vunisinu Village in Rewa and villagers there had given their views on the issue.

The department is working with some schools to educate young people on the issue.

He said media advertisements had not been effective.




 Back to Top of Article
THE United Nations Environment Program has cited Fiji to be the worst offender in the South Pacific for plastic waste disposal.

The UN body said Fiji could be commended for its awareness work in this area but the result of the awareness campaign was far from pleasing.

It reported the growing plastic waste problem in the country could undermine tourism and employment.

It said over the last five years the annual plastic consumption in the country had almost doubled from 66 million plastic bags a year to 113 million last year.

Principal environment officer Manasa Sovaki said the department was aware of the problem.

He said they had visited Vunisinu Village in Rewa and villagers there had given their views on the issue.

The department is working with some schools to educate young people on the issue.

He said media advertisements had not been effective.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

New Straits Times - Malaysia

Funding to save mangroves

Marina Emmanuel

GEORGE TOWN, Jan 13:

A United Nations-linked initiative to fund projects on the sustainable use of mangroves in Malaysia may be the answer to save such areas.

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme (SGP) is calling on local non-governmental and community-based bodies to submit project proposals which focus on the conservation of mangroves.

"The issue of conserving mangrove eco-systems is now one of high priority following the Prime Minister’s call to save mangrove areas," national co-ordinator for GEF/SGP in Malaysia Dr Martin Abraham said.

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi had made a call on Sunday to preserve the mangroves since without them, the Dec 26 tsunami destruction would have been far worse.

Launched in 1992, SGP supports activities of non-governmental and community-based organisations in developing countries towards climate change abatement, conservation of biodiversity and protection of international waters.

Other projects include reduction of the impact of persistent organic pollutants and prevention of land degradation while generating sustainable livelihoods.

Funded by the GEF as a corporate programme, SGP is implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and United Nations Environment Programme.

(The GEF, established in 1991, helps developing countries fund projects and programmes that protect the global environment).

In Malaysia, six projects on mangroves in Penang, Sarawak, Sabah and Pahang have been funded via the GEF/SGP since 2000 at a cost of US$1.69 million (RM6.42 million).

Abraham said apart from serving as nursery ground for fisheries, mangroves are protectors during natural disasters, in the light of the recent tsunami tragedy.

"People should step forward and apply for the funds with proposals in ensuring the sustainable livelihood of mangroves," Abraham said.

He added that proposals would be vetted by Malaysia's GEF national steering committee which is chaired by the secretary-general of the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources.

The committee is also made up of five non-governmental bodies, and the maximum grant amount per project is US$50,000.

Meanwhile on possible assistance from the GEF/SGP to its projects and local communities affected by the tsunami, Abraham said:

"We presently have two on-going projects in Penang and Kedah which took the brunt of the tsunamis in Malaysia.

"The projects are to support local in-shore fishing communities while promoting the conservation and sustainable use of mangrove ecosystem in Penang island and Sungai Acheh in Seberang Prai, and biodiversity conservation and sustainable use around Kuala Muda in Kedah.

"The scope and nature of the damages, in terms of the costs and consequences, caused by tsunamis which hit the GEF/SGP projects in Malaysia are being calculated and compiled for submission to the GEF/SGP Central Programme Management Team and the UNDP-GEF secretariat in New York," said Abraham.

"This is to enable us to seek additional funds, both for relief and rehabilitation efforts and reviving and restoring the projects," he added.

Details of funding assistance from GEF/SGP for mangrove conservation projects in Malaysia can be obtained by emailing: martin.abraham@undp.org

____________________________________________________________________________________________
IPS

ENVIRONMENT:

River of National Integration Is Dividing Brazil

Mario Osava

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 13 (IPS) - ''This will be Lula's Iraq,'' predicted Apolo Heringer Lisboa, underscoring his rejection of President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva's government plan to divert some of the water from the Sao Francisco River to the semi-arid lands of northeast Brazil.

His reasons are laid out in a long manifesto that already carries the signatures of 205 organisations of different stripes, condemning the transfer of this resource as ''misguided, unsustainable in political and technical terms, with inevitable economic, ethical and environmental risks and incalculable consequences.''

They maintain that the project will only benefit large landowners and business.

But the decision has been made and the government intends to break ground on the project this year, after obtaining the appropriate environmental approval. It will cost some 2.38 billion dollars over the next five years, according to the Ministry of National Integration (MIN).

Lula has made the initiative one of his priorities, and has criticised the negative reactions to it as selfish. The president argues that it is a humanitarian issue to provide water to people who currently have to walk many kilometres to find even impure water.

The controversial idea of diverting water from the Sao Francisco, known locally as the Velho Chico, to areas that suffer frequent drought has been debated in Brazil for a century and a half.

This time it seems to have found political footing with the national government, but fierce resistance as well from the five states that are home to this river, which has also been known as ''the river of national integration,'' for uniting the central and northeastern regions of Brazil.

The opposition movement encompasses state governments, environmentalists, scientists, community and professional associations, numerous non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the Sao Francisco Watershed Committee, a planning and management body made up of local government and civil society representatives.

The MIN project is ''useless'', non-viable and harmful to the environment because the flow of the Sao Francisco is not sufficient to supply more than its current watershed, say opponents.

It would reduce the generating capacity of the hydroelectric dams along the river, which provide 95 percent of the electricity consumed in the northeast, and would spend a great deal of energy in pumping, driving up the cost of water beyond the means of the local population, which is largely poor.

Increasing water availability by 3.9 percent in the areas targeted by the project would only benefit the large landowners and big businesses, says Lisboa, a doctor who is promoting the Manuelzo Project for the environmental recuperation of the Rio das Velhas watershed, a major tributary of the Sao Francisco.

Meanwhile, geologist Juliana Roscoe, the MIN environmental and revitalisation manager, says the project will provide ''security'' in terms of water supply and that will allow a more rational management of water resources.

The local rivers exist intermittently because of the drought and rainy season cycle, and the region relies on a system of reservoirs, which save as much water as possible, but also lose water through evaporation. And sometimes the rain causes even greater losses if the dams have to be opened to prevent flooding, said Roscoe.

All of this limits the economical use of water in order to ensure public supplies, but the contribution of the Sao Francisco would put an end to such waste, freeing up existing resources for development, said the ministry geologist.

Fears of water shortages in the Sao Francisco are mitigated by the agreed formula: transferring a set volume that ensures potable water for the population, that is, 26 cubic meters per second, or one percent of the river's flow, she explained.

The project, which MIN refers to as ''watershed integration'', calls for a maximum of 127 cubic meters per second, but the volume would only be increased when the Sobradinho reservoir is full, located above the water transfer point on the river.

Furthermore, a process is to be launched for the revitalisation of the watershed over the next 20 years, in order to overcome problems of deforestation and the sedimentation and contamination of the rivers, according to Mauricio Laxe, coordinator of the programme for the Environment Ministry.

The first challenge is ''to establish inter-institutional coordination'' among various ministries and state and municipal governments, and to expand local forums to mobilise society and effectively combat those problems, he said.

There is also a lack of environmental education. The metropolitan region of Belo Horizonte, capital of the southern state of Minas Gerais, is home to 30 percent of the watershed's 12.5 million inhabitants and is responsible for more than 20 percent of the river's pollution, but ''only one percent of its population is even aware that they live in the Sao Francisco Watershed,'' added the ministry official.

Recuperating the tributaries, reforesting the riverbanks and creating protected areas are other key tasks. In environmental clean-up alone -- entrusted to the ministries of Cities and Health -- 220 million dollars has been earmarked for 2005, said Laxe, underscoring the multiplicity of actions and investments in this problem.

But critics like Ruben Siqueira, one of the coordinators of the Pastoral Land Commission of the Catholic Church, accuse the government of prioritising this project -- setting aside 500 million dollars in the next national budget -- to the detriment of revitalisation efforts, which will receive only one-tenth of that sum in the Environment Ministry.

The water diversion project ''will concentrate the water and land'' in the hands of a few, as has always occurred in the Brazilian northeast, because it will benefit only five percent of the semi-arid region, around 10 kilometres on each side of the canals, said Siqueira.

But MIN geologist Roscoe says these alternative approaches are complementary, but not ''structural'' like watershed integration, which, she says, will generate employment by facilitating development and will benefit the population living beyond the canals.

(*Originally published Jan. 8 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) (END/2005)
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CSRwire
01/13/2005

Press release from: SRI World Group

SocialFunds.com Announces the Top Five Socially Responsible Investing News Stories of 2004

(CSRwire) Brattleboro, VT - Socially responsible investing (SRI) and corporate social responsibility (CSR) continued to mature in 2004, making significant gains while also addressing shortcomings. Now in its sixth year, SocialFunds.com continues its tradition of ringing in the New Year by reviewing the top SRI stories of the past year.

1. Engagement between shareowners and corporations shifts from confrontation to collaboration

Things looked grim on the corporate-shareowner-relations front when the year began: in January 2004, Cintas (ticker: CTAS) filed a defamation lawsuit against SRI firm Walden Asset Management and its senior vice president, Tim Smith. The complaint centered on comments Mr. Smith made at the October 2003 annual general meeting (AGM) introducing a resolution asking for a report on the efficacy of its Code of Conduct for Vendors, which he alleged the company violated by sourcing from a Haitian "sweatshop."

In an amazing turnaround, Cintas not only settled the suit, it also recommended in its September 2004 proxy ballot that shareowners vote for a resolution filed by different shareowners but similarly asking for a report on adherence to its Code of Conduct for Vendors. Any other year, such a "yes" vote recommendation would be practically unprecedented, but in the intervening time between the filing of the suit and of the proxy ballot, three other companies had issued such landmark recommendations.

In late January 2004, Bank of Montreal (BMO) became the first company in Canadian corporate history to recommend voting for a social or environmental resolution, which in this instance asked the company to disclose how it evaluates and manages environmental risks to its business. In March 2004, Tyco (TYC) backed a similar resolution asking for a report on its corporate-wide toxic emissions and environmental management system (EMS), and Coca-Cola (KO) endorsed a resolution requesting a report on the economic effects of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on operations. These company-endorsed shareowner resolutions all received near-unanimous support (91, 92, and 98 percent respectively), and Coke had already issued its report by October 2004.

While shareowners have for years withdrawn resolutions when companies comply with their terms, 2004 saw an increasing number of such instances. Energy companies Cinergy (CIN), American Electric Power (AEP), TXU (TXU), and Southern Company (SO) agreed to prepare reports on the risks posed by climate change and company plans to mitigate such risks, and Reliant (REI) agreed to increase climate risk disclosure. In response to resolution withdrawals, Ford (F) will issue an HIV/AIDS report, JP Morgan Chase (JPT) established an office of environmental affairs, and Occidental (OXY) devised a human rights code. Avon (AVP) is both phasing out phthalates and shifting from staggered to annual board elections, and Dover (DOV), Masco (MAS), and Fifth Third Bancorp (FITB) all amended their Equal Opportunity Employment (EEO) policies to explicitly bar sexual orientation discrimination.

"The shift from confrontational relationships between shareowners and corporate managements to more collaborative ones has been years in the making, and 2004 saw a sea change in tangible results and innovative solutions for this new, mutually beneficial approach," said Jay Falk, president of SRI World Group, which owns and publishes the SocialFunds.com website.

However, confrontation has not disappeared from shareowner-corporate relations, as companies continued to take advantage of the non-binding nature of resolutions to disregard majority votes in 2004. For example, Raytheon (RTN) ignored 65 percent shareowner support for a resolution asking the company to expense stock options, while also flouting a 77 percent vote to repeal staggered boards in favor of annual elections. Seven other companies similarly ignored majority votes on these two issues, including Intel (INTC) and IBM (IBM) on the former and Gillette (G) and Sears (S) on the latter.

2. Sustainability gains increasing acceptance in corporate and investment communities

The notion of sustainability, which grew out of the term "sustainable development" coined in the 1987 Brundtland Commission Report to define the curbing of present resource use to ensure future resource availability, has been gaining increasing credence since then. In 2004, the corporate and investment communities made strides in embracing sustainability, which attempts to reconcile economic growth with environmental conservation and social equity.

One such stride bridged the gap separating sustainability research from financial research, as former US Vice President Al Gore and former Goldman Sachs CEO David Blood launched Generation Investment Management in November 2004. The new firm grafts sustainability research directly into its fundamental equity analysis, creating a new hybrid by tearing down the wall ghettoizing social and environmental research from traditional financial research.

Another similar stride crossed the chasm between buy-side investment analysts, who are more likely to be aware of sustainability issues, and sell-side analysts, whose fixation on short-term financial performance the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) released an important report compiling 11 sector studies prepared by sell-side analysts from mainstream brokerage houses examining the materiality of sustainability issues on financial performance. Piggybacking the shift of sustainability analysis to the sell side, European institutional investors launched the Enhanced Analytics Initiative (EAI), which encourages sell-side analysts to cover sustainability issues by promising them five percent of EAI-member broker commissions.

The linking of sustainability performance to financial performance gained support from the 2004 Moskowitz Prize winning study, awarded annually by the Social Investment Forum (SIF) to the best empirical research on SRI. This "study of studies" (all 52 published between 1972 and 1997) analyzing the link between sustainability performance and financial performance finds a "positive association . . . across industries and across study contexts."

"Before 2004, sustainability was lower on the radar screens of mainstream investors, but with increasing empirical evidence that sustainability factors impact financial performance, companies and investors now ignore sustainability at their own risk," said Mr. Falk.

3. The definition of fiduciary duty expands to encompass social and environmental issues

The traditional interpretation of fiduciary duty, which requires acting "solely in the [financial] interest of the beneficiary" and precludes SRI on the assumption it underperforms, strains under the weight of the growing body of empirical evidence of competitive SRI performance. Moreover, the August 2004 implementation of a new Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) rule requiring mutual funds to disclose their proxy voting records and policies introduces an even more fundamental shift in the definition of fiduciary duty (a similar rule went into force in Canada in December 2004). In addition to illuminating whether funds' votes on social, environmental, and corporate governance issues match fund shareowners' values, the rule also highlights mutual fund managers' and directors' fiduciary accountability on such issues extending beyond the financial realm.

Peter Kinder, founding president of SRI research firm KLD Research & Analytics, argues that this expanded definition of fiduciary duty is bound to cross-pollinate to other institutional investors, such as pension fund trustees, ultimately creating "a new concept of fiduciary duty."

"Simply put, the SEC's redefinition of fiduciary duties as to equities will become the general rule" despite the fact that "pension schemes are not subject to SEC jurisdiction," states Mr. Kinder in a paper presented in July 2004 at the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), a conservative think tank.

A December 2004 SustainAbility report underscores the shifting definition of fiduciary duty, arguing that trustees, directors, and managers can no longer afford to address strictly legal liabilities, but rather must expand their scope to encompass moral liabilities. Alien Tort Claims Act (ATCA) cases illustrate how companies can sometimes evade prosecution through legal acrobatics but still be held morally accountable in the court of the marketplace. The out-of-court settlement by Unocal (UCL) of its ATCA case in December 2004 sets a practical precedent making it even harder for companies to rely on judge or jury to shield them from legal and moral liability.

4. Criticisms and improvements in SRI transparency and standards

An Australian survey of over 400 current or prospective social investors worldwide conducted in April and May 2004 found over half of the respondents consider SRI funds' social and environmental information insufficient, too complex, or not credible, a shortcoming leading to significant sell-off. Similarly, an October 2004 report published by Natural Capitalism Institute founder Paul Hawken and his NCI staff finds significant disclosure and standards gaps in SRI funds, and recommends increased transparency on portfolio selection and screening procedures

European SRI advocates have taken a lead in developing standards to help inform consumers about how SRI firms and funds function. In November 2004, the European Social Investment Forum (Eurosif) released SRI Transparency Guidelines designed for mutual funds. In a related move, the Association of Independent Corporate Sustainability and Responsibility Research (AI CSRR) was founded by European SRI research firms to promote standards for their practice, which provides key CSR information used by professional investment managers.

On the operational side of SRI businesses, the Calvert Group became the first US-based SRI firm to publish a Global Reporting Initiative-based sustainability report, providing additional transparency into how it conducts its business. Calvert was one of 17 SRI firms to sign a joint statement in October 2004 urging publicly-traded companies to report their social and environmental performance using GRI Sustainability Reporting Guidelines.

SRI transparency- and standards-related articles: Global Survey of Socially Responsible Investment Finds Information Lacking Paul Hawken Critiques Socially Responsible Investment: Is He On Target or Off Base? European Socially Responsible Investment Firms Let the Sun Shine In Calvert First SRI Firm to Issue Global Reporting Initiative-Based Sustainability Report Memo From: SRI Analysts To: Companies--Use GRI Sustainability Reporting Platform!

5. Watering down of Community Reinvestment Act adversely affects community investment

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and other divisions of the federal government have passed rules that weaken the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA), the 1977 law requiring banks to support small businesses and individuals in disadvantaged communities. While the CRA examination traditionally requires banks to provide development loans, investments, and support services to low- and middle-income communities, the rule change allows 879 medium-sized banks to choose one of these three services.

The federal Office of Thrift Supervision (OTS) has proposed new rules further eroding CRA's effectiveness by extending similar changes to large banks. The proposed rule change also expands the scope of CRA coverage in rural communities beyond low- and middle-income categories, diverting support from these economically disadvantaged communities. OTS is soliciting public commentary on the proposal through January 25, 2005, and community investment advocates such as the National Community Capital Association (NCCA) urge CRA supporters to weigh in.

"While changes may be required to relieve banks' burden of current CRA compliance, the federal government's proposed and enacted changes counteract CRA's original intention of assisting disadvantaged communities, effectively throwing the baby out with the bathwater," said Mr. Falk.

"Balancing out these negative developments for community investment in 2004 were several positive trends," Mr. Falk added. "The CRA Fund, formerly available only to institutional investors, is now offered through retail channels, and the Grameen Foundation USA issued a $40 million bond, the first and largest international microfinance bond ever."

About SocialFunds.com

SocialFunds.com, the Web's most comprehensive personal finance site on socially responsible investing, is operated by SRI World Group. SRI World Group is an financial information firm that focuses on socially responsible investing and corporate social responsibility. It also operates, OneReport (www.one-report.com), a corporate sustainability reporting network. For more information about SRI World Group, please visit www.SRIworld.com.
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The Sunday Times
Zuma reiterates removal of trade barriers 
Thursday January 13, 2005 14:28 - (SA) 

	


South African Deputy President Jacob Zuma has reiterated the call for restrictive trade barriers to be removed and for the Doha development round on international trade to be finalised in time. 
  
Speaking at the International Meeting on Small Island Developing States (Sids) in Port Louis, Mauritius, he also called for renewed commitment by developed countries to curtail greenhouse gas emissions and for  assistance to help developing countries to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change. 
  
Zuma told the meeting that while progress had been made in some areas since the Barbados Conference a decade ago, a lot still needed to be done. 
  
"The contract that the international community entered into with the Sids in Barbados has not yet been fully implemented. On their own, and despite limited resources, it is clear that Sids have made some progress.  The recent discussion in the United Nations on the issue of graduation by some Sids from the status of Least Developed Countries is a testimony to their efforts and their commitment to sustainable development. 
  
"However, the efforts of the Sids continue to be frustrated by an unfavourable international environment," Zuma stated. 
  
He said many global development goals to provide assistance to developing countries, and in particular to the most vulnerable among them, were yet to be fulfilled. 
  
"This is becoming evident as we start the preparations for the high-level review of the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, to be held in September 2005.  Studies by the United Nations and other international organisations show that without enhanced international co-operation, many countries will be unable to meet the Millennium Development Goals. 

We therefore urge the international community to increase its efforts to provide support to developing countries.  It is critical that commitments to financial, technical assistance and technology transfer should be fulfilled," Zuma asserted. 
  
In the area of international trade it was imperative that the Doha development round should be finalised in time and also result in a balanced outcome, he said. 
  
"We believe that the integrity of the international trading system will be called into question if it fails to benefit all its members.  The provision of enhanced market access opportunities and the removal of barriers to trade are some of the reforms that are urgently needed. Trade distorting subsidies in developed countries should also be removed. Without these reforms it will be difficult for many developing countries, such as Sids, to achieve the Millennium Development Goals," Zuma stated. 
  
"The review of the Barbados Programme of Action has also highlighted the environmental vulnerabilities faced by Sids. Climate change, in particular, has become a key challenge for many countries. To help Sids deal with this challenge we believe that there is a need for reinforced commitments by all developed countries to curtail greenhouse gas emissions. 
  
"We also acknowledge that the adverse impacts of climate change are being felt by Sids today. In this regard we therefore endorse the calls for urgent and increased capacity and support to assist Sids and other vulnerable developing countries to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change," Zuma added.

Reuters

Tsunami Damage Gives Clues to Climate Peril
MAURITIUS: January 14, 2005

PORT LOUIS - Damage done by Asia's tsunami gives a clearer idea of the danger climate change poses to small islands, which fear rising seas will submerge them as the world warms, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on Thursday. 

Annan was speaking at a UN conference in Mauritius on the perils facing small islands, which has added lessons from the Dec. 26 tidal wave to an agenda that includes long-standing worries about rising seas and trade. 
"This meeting has taken on even greater relevance in the wake of the tsunami," Annan told the gathering of 37 island countries. 

"It is no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world's top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming. 

"We must also be ready to take decisive measures to address climate change ... Who can claim that we are doing enough?" 

Many small islands fear extinction because of a rise in sea levels that a UN panel of scientists has blamed on global warming, driven by a build-up of heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels. 

Some scientists dismiss the UN findings as based on erroneous climate models. 

St. Lucia's environment minister, Theophilus Ferguson John, said it would be foolish to ignore the growing evidence. 

"For us to gainsay the reality of climate change is to bury one's head in the sands of denial, an approach that could lead us to the fate of a famous bird which once inhabited this beautiful island," John said, referring to the flightless Dodo, hunted to extinction in the late 17th century. 


ISLANDS IN JEOPARDY 

Annan, who arrived on the Indian Ocean island from a tour of tsunami-stricken Asian regions, renewed a call for the creation of a global early warning system to alert vulnerable communities to tsunamis, storm surges and cyclones. 

"I have seen some of the terrible destruction -- vast, lifeless swathes where once there were vibrant communities. I have met with displaced families, and listened to stories of unimaginable sadness," he said. 

The damage to low-lying islands like the Maldives and the Seychelles included the inundation of fresh water sources with salt water, which destroyed crops and strained already scarce supplies, said Al Binger, a climate change expert at the University of the West Indies in Jamaica. 

"But that is only the physical manifestation of sea level rise," Binger told Reuters. Higher temperatures may kill coral reefs, breed fiercer storms and disrupt weather relied on by farmers, he said. 

Annan warned that economic marginalisation and environmental damage could spell disaster for islands. "For some, their very existence is in jeopardy." 

Tuvalu in the south Pacific, already losing some of its islands to the rising sea, said all nations must unite in reducing pollution. 

"Tuvalu is already suffering from the impact of climate change and sea level rise, and we are uncertain of the future of out atoll nation," said Prime Minister Maatia Toafa. 

Annan applauded an agreement struck last week in Jakarta to build a tsunami warning system for the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia. But a global system also covering other disasters was essential, he said. 

The UN said on Wednesday a $30 million Indian Ocean tsunami alert system would be launched in June 2006, and a system covering the rest of the world would follow a year later costing about $130 million. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press Online

January 13, 2005 Thursday

HEADLINE: U.N. Chief Pitches Global Disaster Warning

DATELINE: PORT LOUIS, Mauritius

BODY:
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan told a gathering of leaders from small island states Thursday that the world needs a warning system for impending tsunamis, cyclones and other potentially devastating natural disasters.

The U.N. chief spoke after visiting Asian regions hit by the Dec. 26 earthquake-triggered tsunami, which killed more than 150,000 people.

A United Nations conference on the future of small island developing states in Mauritius, "has taken on even greater relevance in the wake of the tsunami that struck the region with such fury just 18 days ago," Annan said. 

He joined other world leaders in calling for a tsunami warning system for the Indian Ocean. And then he went further.

"We need a global warning system - and one that covers not just tsunamis but all other threats, such as storm surges and cyclones," Annan told participants, including at least 21 leaders from small islands attending the conference.

"In such an endeavor, no part of the world should be ignored. We must think globally, and consider measures equal to the risk," Annan said.

Such a system could also help warn of environmental risks posed by global warming, a threat Annan urged leaders to more effectively combat.

"It is no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world's top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming. Who can claim that we are doing enough?" Annan asked delegates at the conference.

The head of the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Koichiro Matsuura, said Wednesday that his organization is leading efforts to set up an interim tsunami warning system in the Indian Ocean by July 2006.

There is no formal warning system for tsunamis in southern Asia, which was hit hardest by December's tsunami. The Indian Ocean rarely has tsunamis.

A warning system in the Pacific, where tsunamis are more frequent, is credited with saving thousands of lives since it was set up 1960.

Annan said small islands' ecosystems such as coral reefs and mangroves were already suffering from degradation before the tsunami hit.

He said small islands also faced common problems for example small economies, limited freshwater, land and other resources.

"Barely above sea level, remote from world markets, many small island states occupy the margins of our global community. For some, their very existence is in jeopardy," he said.

Annan announced $20 million had been pledged by governnments and non-governmental organizations to protect coral reefs and preserve the livelihoods of island communities.
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Herald Sun (Melbourne, Australia)

January 14, 2005 Friday

HEADLINE: Heed warning

BODY:
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for "decisive measures" to address climate change and said a global tsunami early warning system must be set up.

"It is no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world's top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming," Mr Annan told leaders at a UN conference on small islands. 

The Mauritius conference that opened yesterday is looking at ways to help the world's most vulnerable states cope with hazards and disasters such as the Boxing Day tsunamis.

The remarks came a month ahead of the coming into force of the Kyoto protocol on climate change that will see 38 countries reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.
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AP

Natural disasters pose greater global threat than war and

BC-UN-Natural Disasters,0625

 Natural disasters pose greater global threat than war and

terrorism, U.N. humanitarian chief says

 By LEYLA LINTON=

 Associated Press Writer=

   UNITED NATIONS (AP) _ Tsunamis, earthquakes, hurricanes and

volcanoes pose a greater threat to man than war and terrorism, and an early warning system is needed to alert the three billion people who live in high-risk areas, the U.N. humanitarian chief said.

``This is an underestimated problem in the world,'' Jan Egeland said Thursday. ``Of course, security and terrorism and war are big problems. Natural disasters are much bigger problems if you talk about the number of people affected.''

Egeland said 250 million lives are ``devastated every year because of natural disasters.''

He was speaking ahead of next week's U.N.-sponsored World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan, where more than 4,000 people from 140 countries will discuss a global warning system, which is expected to be up and running this year.

``The next tsunami may come in 100 years. Next year, however, there will be many terrible hurricanes that will affect as many people and ... we do not have good enough early warning systems. Cuba has a great one. Haiti has none. We have to have an international system,'' he said.

The U.N. conference will open immediately after the commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the earthquake that struck Kobe and the surrounding area on Jan. 17, 1995, killing more than 6,400 people.

There will be a special session on lessons learned from the Dec. 26 earthquake off Indonesia that sparked a tsunami that killed more than 150,000 people in 11 countries.

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, speaking in Mauritius earlier Thursday, said the tsunami shows the need for early warnings.

``We need a global warning system and one that covers not only tsunamis but all other threats such as storm surges and cyclones,'' he told a conference on small island developing states.

Egeland told reporters it was ``mind boggling'' that for hours experts knew the tsunami was approaching shorelines but millions of people remained on beaches.

``As the first tidal wave receded, thousands of children ran down to collect fish which were on shore ... and they were nearly all of them taken and killed or missing,'' he said.

Other issues to be discussed at the conference include global warming.

``The climate is changing to the worse,'' Egeland said. ``I hope we all wake up to what a devastating effect climate change has, especially on the poor and the vulnerable societies.''

____________________________________________________________________________________________

AP

Natural Disasters Greatest Threat to Man 
By LEYLA LINTON Associated Press Writer 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) Tsunamis, earthquakes, hurricanes and volcanoes pose a greater threat to man than war and terrorism, and an early warning system is needed to alert the three billion people who live in high-risk areas, the U.N. humanitarian chief said. 
``This is an underestimated problem in the world,'' Jan Egeland said Thursday. ``Of course, security and terrorism and war are big problems. Natural disasters are much bigger problems if you talk about the number of people affected.'' 
Egeland said 250 million lives are ``devastated every year because of natural disasters.'' 
He was speaking ahead of next week's U.N.-sponsored World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan, where more than 4,000 people from 140 countries will discuss a global warning system, which is expected to be up and running this year. 
``The next tsunami may come in 100 years. Next year, however, there will be many terrible hurricanes that will affect as many people and ... we do not have good enough early warning systems. Cuba has a great one. Haiti has none. We have to have an international system,'' he said. 
The U.N. conference will open immediately after the commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the earthquake that struck Kobe and the surrounding area on Jan. 17, 1995, killing more than 6,400 people. 
There will be a special session on lessons learned from the Dec. 26 earthquake off Indonesia that sparked a tsunami that killed more than 150,000 people in 11 countries. 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, speaking in Mauritius earlier Thursday, said the tsunami shows the need for early warnings. 
``We need a global warning system and one that covers not only tsunamis but all other threats such as storm surges and cyclones,'' he told a conference on small island developing states. 
Egeland told reporters it was ``mind boggling'' that for hours experts knew the tsunami was approaching shorelines but millions of people remained on beaches. 
``As the first tidal wave receded, thousands of children ran down to collect fish which were on shore ... and they were nearly all of them taken and killed or missing,'' he said. 
Other issues to be discussed at the conference include global warming. 
``The climate is changing to the worse,'' Egeland said. ``I hope we all wake up to what a devastating effect climate change has, especially on the poor and the vulnerable societies.'' 
Japan's U.N. Ambassador Kenzo Oshima said: ``Not enough attention is paid to natural disaster issues. ... Prevention is always better than the cure. It is less painful and less costly.'' 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Service

Tsunami's 'second wave of death' - disease - can now be largely avoided, UN says
	

	Jan Egeland


13 January 2005 – The top United Nations emergency official said today he believed the relief effort could now avoid the feared "second wave of death" from the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami - the toll taken by epidemic diseases - and he hoped Indonesia would revise its March deadline for the use of foreign military in the operation.

"The second wave is being averted in most places as we speak," UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland said of diarrhoea, measles, malaria and pneumonia that are the biggest threat in the aftermath of such a disaster, with clean drinking water in short supply and tens of thousands living in crowded emergency camps.

"I do not think it's a right prediction any more that as many people can die from the second wave of destroyed infrastructure as we then feared in the beginning," he told a news briefing in a daily update on the 26 December tsunami, which has so far claimed 160,000 lives, half of them children according to revised figures of the toll which originally put the percentage at only a third.

But it is "still an uphill battle" in Aceh, Indonesia, the worst-hit region, which now accounts for 118,000 of the overall death toll in the dozen counties ravaged by the destructive waves, with 2,000 to 3,000 more bodies being retrieved every day and a "phenomenal" number of those unaccounted for, he added.

"The number of dead could be doubled easily in terms of missing," he said, although he noted that many will be found because they have sought refuge in the mountains and forests. In addition more than half a million people have been displaced.

"It's not even close to being over as an emergency phase in Aceh and Sumatra and therefore it is a very different operation to that of the other places," Mr. Egeland stressed, noting that elsewhere relief teams had reached all the devastated areas and the operation was moving on from the emergency stage to its second phase.

"Now the really hard work starts and that is to provide a life for the people and not only feed them and prevent disease," he said of those efforts.

In Indonesia, where operations are still mainly airborne because of the destruction of infrastructure, "we need to get relief teams on the ground if we are going to prevent the second wave toll of disease and casualties," he added. But he reported some progress in reaching the ravaged region of Meulaboh by a road that still could not accommodate the necessary fuel trucks.

Asked about Indonesia's deadline for all foreign military relief operations to leave by 26 March, he said: "I hope that our Indonesian friends and colleagues will accept it is the needs of the population that will decide when military assets should be phased out completely.

"There will be many more weeks for a very substantive military presence," he added, noting that military assets at the moment focussed on helicopters, transport planes and the production of millions of litres of clean water.

"All of these things can be taken over by civilians and we will need less of that but I would foresee that we may need the military people to give us fuel, to give special kinds of hardware very quickly to certain areas beyond March and I hope really we can have an agreement on that," he said.

Asked about reports of the relative lack of aid by Muslim countries, Mr. Egeland replied: "What I have welcomed really is to see that there is now a discussion in several Muslim countries, including several Gulf countries" that they should do more both with regard to the tsunami and to other humanitarian needs.

"I would say to the tsunami relief effort the Gulf countries have provided very well, but I'd like to see them give more elsewhere," he added.

The UN General Assembly will hold a special plenary meeting next Tuesday, expected to be addressed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, to consider strengthening coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance with a special focus on the tsunami. The session was requested by members of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN).
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UN or UNEP in the news

Annan Calls For Global Warning System
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, 14 January 2005 - At Small Islands Conference, Annan Calls For Global Warning System For Natural Disasters
Having toured some of the countries hardest-hit by the powerful and fatal December tsunami, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called today for a worldwide warning system for several natural disasters, as well as for rising sea levels likely to be caused by global warming.
…The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that “if the sea level rises in the Maldives, for example, a large proportion of the land mass could disappear over the next 30 years, and be completely submerged by 2100.”
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0501/S00124.htm 

Kofi Annan wants worldwide disaster warning system   
Big News Network.com, Australia, 14 January 2005 -http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?sid=8d8570f75873d18a 

UN labels Fiji as worst plastic disposal offenders
Fiji Times, Fiji, 14 January 2005 - THE United Nations Environment Program has cited Fiji to be the worst offender in the South Pacific for plastic waste disposal…
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=14782 

Funding to save mangroves 
New Straits Times, Malaysia, 14 January 2005 (Marina Emmanuel) - GEORGE TOWN, Jan 13: United Nations-linked initiative to fund projects on the sustainable use of mangroves in Malaysia may be the answer to save such areas.
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme (SGP) is calling on local non-governmental and community-based bodies to submit project proposals which focus on the conservation of mangroves.
"The issue of conserving mangrove eco-systems is now one of high priority following the Prime Minister’s call to save mangrove areas," national co-ordinator for GEF/SGP in Malaysia Dr Martin Abraham said.
…Funded by the GEF as a corporate programme, SGP is implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and United Nations Environment Programme.
http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Friday/National/20050114083841/Article/indexb_html 
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UN-UNEP in the news

Annan reiterates essence of disaster early warning system
Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - UN Secretary-general Kofi Annan Thursday stressed the need to set up a global early warning system that covers not just tsunamis, but all other threats such as inclement climatic conditions. "We must think globally, and consider measures equal to the task," Annan said in an address to the conference of Small Island Developing States in Domaine de Les Pailles, near here. The UN secretary-general emphasized that "not a single part of the world should be left out" in this undertaking. Annan also said everybody should be willing to take drastic measures to address climate changes, noting that it was "no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world's top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming". He indicated that the events of the last 18 days in Asia and parts of Africa revealed other problems common to the small island States ecosystems degradation like coral reefs and mangroves - which were also severely hit by the tsunamis. "They face built-in constraints such as small economies, and limited freshwater, land and other natural resources. Waste disposal is a growing problem. Energy costs are high, meaning that more must be done to promote renewable sources. And they are handicapped by the protectionism of other countries, both developed and developing," he said. The UN secretary general opined that "all inhabitants of the global island - rich and poor, weak and strong, whether citizens of great power or tiny atoll - are linked in webs of opportunity and vulnerability". http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng069423&dte=13/01/2005
General Environment News

Mabudafhasi Wants Agreements to Be Implemented

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Deputy Minister Rejoice Mabudafhasi has called for the implementation of the agreements of the Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) meeting. Minister Mabudafhasi was speaking yesterday at the conclusion of five-day international negotiations on the sustainable development and environmental issues facing more than 40 world's Small Island Developing States at Port Louis in Mauritius. The meeting takes place while the small islands are still staggering towards recovery from the Asian tsunami that claimed over 150 000 lives and caused massive infrastructure and economic destruction. "The immediate challenge and role for South Africa is to ensure that the Mauritius outcome capitalizes on new political energy, and that the strategy and other agreements reached in Johannesburg [during the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)] and other international meetings are implemented," said Ms Mabudafhasi. She added that South Africa would continue to play a leading role on behalf of SIDS in the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, Convention on Biological Diversity, World Trade Organization, Global Environment Facility, United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and other international mechanisms. "Rising sea levels combined with other extreme climatic events, such as more frequent hurricanes and new patterns of cyclones, are already causing major damage in many Small Island Developing States.”Most countries are already experiencing disruptive changes consistent with many of the anticipated consequences of global climate change, including extensive coastal erosion, droughts, coral bleaching, more widespread and frequent occurrence of mosquito-borne diseases," said Mabudafhasi. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501130549.html
Expert Calms Fears On Lake's Level

The Nation (Nairobi): An expert has allayed fears over Lake Victoria's declining water levels. He said that in fact, water levels in Africa's largest fresh water lake would rise drastically in the next few months if the long rains fall. Due to cyclic dry spells that occurred after every four years, and high temperatures that increased evaporation, water levels were bound to fall, Dr Stephen Njoka, the director of the Lake Victoria Environmental Management Project, said yesterday. He was responding to concerns raised by cargo and passenger vessel operators, fishermen and area residents who had been alarmed by the phenomenon. Saying that the lake was not drying up as they feared, the expert instead warned area residents to prepare for the rise in water levels later this year. "Most of the tributaries feeding the lake had dried up partly starving it, but this will soon change," Dr Njoka said. The water levels had fallen by between 10 to 15 milliliters in the last eight months. However, the expert said the reduction posed no major threat to the ecosystem. Destruction of wetlands, plunder of forests, poor land use, poor waste management and pollution around the lake's 184,000 kilometre catchment areas were some of the threats to the lake's existence, Dr Njoka said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501130786.html
Angola Invited to Join Central African Forests Commission

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): Angola was invited to adhere the Central African Forest Commission (COMIFAC) - an organization tasked with managing in sustainable way the region's forest ecosystem. For this purpose, is since Monday, in the country the executive secretary of the commission for Agriculture Ministers of the Central African, Jonas Sody, who was received in audience by Angola's Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Gilberto Buta Lutukuta. Mr. Sody told press that Angola, due to its vast forest, such as Maiombe forest located in northern Cabinda province can join efforts that have been exerted by the Central African region's countries towards a sustainable management of forest ecosystem. The Comifac will hold from February 4-5, in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, a ministerial meeting, in which Angola will participate at its capacity as non-member, followed by a summit of the Central African Heads of State. During this meeting, there will be presented the juridical documents on forest management and a converging plan that expresses the policy of sustainable management of the sub-region& 8217 forest ecosystem. It will also present a self financing mechanism, which defines that the region countries should finance by 40 percent of their activities, while 60 percent will come from international partners.  http://allafrica.com/stories/200501130779.html
Saharan Dust Reduces the Amount of Surface Rainfall in Florida
United States Department of State (Washington, DC): NASA data shows dust could eventually affect long-term climate- Scientists using NASA satellite data have discovered that tiny particles of dust blowing across the Atlantic Ocean from the Sahara Desert can affect Florida thunderstorms. According to a January 11 NASA press release, dust affects the size of the top -- or "anvil" -- of a thunderstorm, the strength and number of updrafts of warm winds. It also affects the strength of convective (heat-generated) thunderstorms by influencing the amount of rain that builds up and falls. Colorado State University researchers found that, when Saharan dust is in the air, anvils produced by Florida's convective thunderstorms are smaller but better organized and thicker. This affects the amount of incoming sunlight and warmth reaching the ground, potentially affecting long-term climate. The researchers also noticed the updrafts of warm moist air that build into thunderstorms were stronger and more updrafts were produced in the presence of dust. The updrafts carry tiny pollution particles called aerosols up into the building thunderclouds. In Florida, more updrafts develop during dust events, affecting the amount of rainfall that reaches the ground. Dust is an aerosol, and aerosols serve as the cloud condensation nuclei around which droplets form. Cloud droplets then form raindrops. Greater concentrations of giant cloud condensation nuclei and ice nuclei initially resulted in more rainfall at the surface. As storms continued to develop, however, precipitation removed the two types of nuclei. The nuclei then had less effect on the amount of rain reaching the surface, so the overall effect of Saharan dust on surface rainfall was to reduce it. Information about this research is available at http://www.nasa.gov/vision/earth/lookingatearth/florida_dust.html. http://allafrica.com/stories/200501130761.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

UN Daily News – 13 January 2004
In the headlines:

• 
At small islands conference, Annan calls for global warning system for natural disasters

• 
Tsunami's 'second wave of death' - disease - can now be largely avoided, UN says
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At small islands conference, Annan calls for global warning system for natural disasters 

13 January - Having toured some of the countries hardest-hit by the powerful and fatal December tsunami, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called today for a worldwide warning system for several natural disasters, as well as for rising sea levels likely to be caused by global warming. 

“We need a global warning system – and one that covers not just tsunamis, but all other threats, such as storm surges and cyclones. In such an endeavour, no part of the world should be ignored,” he told cabinet ministers and other senior officials meeting in Mauritius for the 10-year review of the Barbados Programme of Action (BPoA) on sustainability for small island nations. 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has warned that “if the sea level rises in the Maldives, for example, a large proportion of the land mass could disappear over the next 30 years, and be completely submerged by 2100.” 

Mr. Annan said, “We must also be ready to take decisive measures to address climate change. It is no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world's top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming. Who can claim that we are doing enough?” 

In tackling their problems, some small island states have carved out market niches in tourism and information technologies, he said, but “on the whole, implementation of what was agreed and promised at Barbados remains disappointing at best,” while new challenges to survival have emerged. 

Among the new problems, “the AIDS epidemic has made deep inroads, especially in the Caribbean, which now ranks second to sub-Saharan Africa in the proportion of its adult population infected,” he said. 

The UN would continue to help keep the problems of small islands high on the international agenda, Mr. Annan. 

In that regard, the report issued last month by the 16 members he appointed to the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change gave a new vision of collective security that “places great emphasis on prevention and on building up the capacities of states to address threats and fulfil their responsibilities,” the Secretary-General said. 

“The Panel has stated clearly that addressing development challenges such as extreme poverty, climate change and the spread of infectious diseases, such as AIDS and malaria, is indispensable for our collective security. It has stressed the devastating impact that terrorism, conflict and organized crime have on development. And it has given us both wide-ranging policy recommendations and suggestions for significant changes in our multilateral institutions, including the United Nations,” Mr. Annan said. 

At a separate meeting organized by the Seychelles and the United Kingdom to consider threats to reefs and other protected areas, he said despite the progress made under the Law of the Sea Convention and other treaties, “this common heritage of all humankind continues to face profound pressures.” 

Although coral reefs make up less than 0.5 per cent of the ocean floor, more than 90 per cent of marine species are directly or indirectly dependent on them and they provide human communities with $30 billion per year in nutrition, livelihoods and economic growth, he said. 

“For small islands and low-lying areas, reefs are nature’s crucial defences against aggressive and destructive seas,” Mr. Annan said, adding, “We need early warning systems. But reducing vulnerability must begin with conserving coral reefs and mangroves.” 

Tsunami's 'second wave of death' - disease - can now be largely avoided, UN says 

13 January - The top United Nations emergency official said today he believed the relief effort could now avoid the feared "second wave of death" from the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami - the toll taken by epidemic diseases - and he hoped Indonesia would revise its March deadline for the use of foreign military in the operation. 

"The second wave is being averted in most places as we speak," UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland said of diarrhoea, measles, malaria and pneumonia that are the biggest threat in the aftermath of such a disaster, with clean drinking water in short supply and tens of thousands living in crowded emergency camps. 

"I do not think it's a right prediction any more that as many people can die from the second wave of destroyed infrastructure as we then feared in the beginning," he told a news briefing in a daily update on the 26 December tsunami, which has so far claimed 160,000 lives, half of them children according to revised figures of the toll which originally put the percentage at only a third. 

But it is "still an uphill battle" in Aceh, Indonesia, the worst-hit region, which now accounts for 118,000 of the overall death toll in the dozen counties ravaged by the destructive waves, with 2,000 to 3,000 more bodies being retrieved every day and a "phenomenal" number of those unaccounted for, he added. 

"The number of dead could be doubled easily in terms of missing," he said, although he noted that many will be found because they have sought refuge in the mountains and forests. In addition more than half a million people have been displaced. 

"It's not even close to being over as an emergency phase in Aceh and Sumatra and therefore it is a very different operation to that of the other places," Mr. Egeland stressed, noting that elsewhere relief teams had reached all the devastated areas and the operation was moving on from the emergency stage to its second phase. 

"Now the really hard work starts and that is to provide a life for the people and not only feed them and prevent disease," he said of those efforts. 

In Indonesia, where operations are still mainly airborne because of the destruction of infrastructure, "we need to get relief teams on the ground if we are going to prevent the second wave toll of disease and casualties," he added. But he reported some progress in reaching the ravaged region of Meulaboh by a road that still could not accommodate the necessary fuel trucks. 

Asked about Indonesia's deadline for all foreign military relief operations to leave by 26 March, he said: "I hope that our Indonesian friends and colleagues will accept it is the needs of the population that will decide when military assets should be phased out completely. 

"There will be many more weeks for a very substantive military presence," he added, noting that military assets at the moment focussed on helicopters, transport planes and the production of millions of litres of clean water. 

"All of these things can be taken over by civilians and we will need less of that but I would foresee that we may need the military people to give us fuel, to give special kinds of hardware very quickly to certain areas beyond March and I hope really we can have an agreement on that," he said. 

Asked about reports of the relative lack of aid by Muslim countries, Mr. Egeland replied: "What I have welcomed really is to see that there is now a discussion in several Muslim countries, including several Gulf countries" that they should do more both with regard to the tsunami and to other humanitarian needs. 

"I would say to the tsunami relief effort the Gulf countries have provided very well, but I'd like to see them give more elsewhere," he added. 

The UN General Assembly will hold a special plenary meeting next Tuesday, expected to be addressed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, to consider strengthening coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance with a special focus on the tsunami. The session was requested by members of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

Fishermen suffered huge material toll from tsunami, UN figures show 

13 January - The Indian Ocean tsunami disaster that came from the sea exacted an inordinate toll from those that live from the sea beyond its deadly haul of 160,000 lives, destroying tens of thousands of fishing boats and other equipment that were the only source of income for many, according to United Nations figures released today. 

The damage in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors is worse and more complex than expected, said the chief of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Fishery Technology Service, Jeremy Turner. The agency has launched a concerted aid operation of relief and rehabilitation projects in the affected countries. 

In Sri Lanka, where more than 7,500 fishermen were killed and over 5,600 are still missing, 80 per cent of coastal fishing vessels – nearly 20,000 boats – were completely destroyed or very seriously damaged, and 10 of the 12 main fishing harbours were completely devastated including ice plants, cold rooms, workshops and slipways. Replacement and repair of the boats alone is put at nearly $75 million. 

FAO has already sent fishery experts to advise the Government on the repair and rehabilitation of fishing harbours and infrastructure, fishing boats and fishing gear. 

In Indonesia, the worst-hit of the dozen countries ravaged by the 26 December tsunami, 70 per cent of the small-scale fishing fleet was destroyed in the Aceh area, home to 42,000 fishermen and their families. Two thirds of the fishermen in the capital, Banda Aceh, were killed while in nearby Nias Island 800 fishing canoes were destroyed. Fish farming was severely affected with about 1,000 fish cage farms completely destroyed. 

In Thailand, 386 fishing villages with a population of 120,000 people lost some 4,500 fishing boats, and fishing gear was seriously damaged as were eight harbours and their infrastructure. Around 15,800 fishing cages were also damaged at a cost of $33 million. In some areas, seafood supplies have dropped by 90 per cent. FAO is preparing support measures, assisting in the repair of damaged vessels and infrastructure. 

In the Maldives, where a very large part of the population depends on fishing for their livelihood, hundreds of boats and harbours were destroyed. FAO is planning to assist in the repair and replacement of boats, engines, gear and infrastructure. 

Two thousand boats and 48,000 items of fishing gear were lost in India, some 300,000 fishermen have lost their jobs, and the country's seafood exports may decline by around 30 per cent as a result of the tsunami. 

In Myanmar, where 200 villages lost vessels, gear and infrastructure, FAO is preparing for long-term relief and rehabilitation measures, while in Malaysia, the livelihoods of 6,000 people have been affected. 

The country furthest removed from the epicentre of the earthquake that spawned the tsunami, Somalia, lost some 2,600 boats and FAO is assisting in needs assessments, preparing for the repair of damaged vessels, and will also provide short-term financial aid and training in improved fishing techniques and boatbuilding. People involved in salt collection were also affected. 

Also off the African coast, coastal fish farms and artisanal fisheries in the Seychelles suffered extensively with a great number of vessels damaged or lost and two processing plants and cold storage facilities affected. 

UN pushes ahead with plans for global tsunami early warning system 

13 January - The United Nations plans to have an Indian Ocean tsunami early warning system, which experts say could have saved tens of thousands of lives in the current disaster, up and running by June 2006, with a global system operational a year after that. 

The Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura, said assessment missions are already being undertaken to concerned countries as a step towards the creation of the Indian Ocean component, the first regional segment of the global system. 

“There must be an early warning system,” UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland told a daily news briefing today in New York of the mechanism to alert countries and threatened populations of a tsunami’s approach up to hours before it actually strikes. 

“It is mind-boggling to think that for hours the tsunami was on its way, the seismic people knew it was on its way, millions people were on or close to those beaches. As the first tidal wave receded, thousands of children ran down to collect fish which was on shore because the tidal withdrew,” he said of the 26 December disaster that ravaged a dozen countries. 

“All the animals by instinct fled. The children ran to the waves, and they were nearly all of them taken and killed or are missing. Of course we need a system of early warning, of surveillance, preparedness, social organization.” 

Such a mechanism would have given coastal populations enough time to reach higher ground before the gigantic waves struck on 26 December – in many countries hours after the initial earthquake that spawned the tsunami. 

Speaking at a news conference yesterday in Mauritius at the International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, Mr. Matsuura estimated the cost of scientific infrastructure for the Indian Ocean system consisting of a regional and national centres at about $30 million, with an additional of $1 million to $2 million for annual maintenance. 

UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) initiated in 1968 a successful International Tsunami Warning System for the Pacific, presently the only one in the world, and this “has undoubtedly saved many lives over the past four decades of its existence,” he said. “We have learned some important lessons and gained much experience in the Pacific, and this will prove invaluable in setting up a new global system.” 

Two meetings of experts will be held in March to analyze the recent earthquake and tsunami and to look at exactly what will be required for a global alert system. They will also seek to harmonize all international efforts being made towards the establishment of the Indian Ocean early warning system. 

Mr. Matsuura stressed the importance of collaboration in such a project and said UNESCO would be working closely with key institutional partners like the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and other international partners, donor countries and national authorities. 

“The role of the latter is crucial in the success of any alert system,” he added. “It is up to the authorities in individual countries to set up the communication networks needed to ensure that information on tsunami, and other natural disasters, reaches threatened populations. They are also responsible for education and awareness-raising programmes to inform people about the actions they can take to save lives and limit the damage of such disasters.” 

UN official paints modestly optimistic picture for progress in Middle East conflict 

13 January - For the second straight month the head of the United Nations Political Affairs office today presented a modestly optimistic picture of the “enormous potential” for progress towards settling the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians in contrast to the gloomy forebodings of much of the past year. 

“There is a palpable sense of expectation of real, substantial and sustainable change in the region,” Under-Secretary-General Kieran Prendergast told the Security Council, citing the democratic election of a new Palestinian President who has called for an end to attacks on Israel, and the formation of a new Israeli Government to carry out the evacuation of settlements in the occupied Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank. 

“Optimism has, at least for now, replaced long and bitter years of disillusion, despair and hopelessness. The potential is there. But so is the danger that the fragile new process might falter and fail. We must not let that happen,” he added, urging both sides and the international community to push ahead with the so-called Road Map peace plan. 

“The present period of opportunity challenges not only the parties, but all of us,” he said of the plan drawn up by the diplomatic Quartet – the UN, European Union, Russia and the United States – which calls for parallel and reciprocal steps by both sides leading to two States living in peace by the end of 2005. 

“I am pleased to be able to report this morning that the overall trend of recent events tends to confirm that there exists a real opportunity to begin the long-delayed implementation of the Road Map’s provisions and to start moving once again towards a settlement of the conflict.” 

But Mr. Prendergast was keenly aware of potential pitfalls. “Situations such as the present one in the Middle East are dynamic. They either evolve positively or they regress. They do not stand still for long. This underlines the need to develop momentum in the peace process and to maintain it,” he warned. 

“Though the potential for positive change and progress continues to be enormous, both have, literally, come under fire on an almost daily basis,” he added, referring to the 210 Qassam rockets fired by Palestinian militants against Israeli settlements in Gaza and civilian targets inside Israel, and deadly Israeli incursions. 

Urging both sides to exercise restraint, he called on Israel to freeze settlement activity as required by the Road Map, fulfil its obligations under international law to ensure the safety of Palestinian civilians and refrain from the disproportionate use of force, and on the Palestinian Authority to put an end to violence and terror by reforming its institutions. 

Praising the democratic election of new Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to succeed Yasser Arafat, who died in November, Mr. Prendergast welcomed the prospect of a meeting in the coming weeks between Mr. Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who had refused to meet with Mr. Arafat during the past four years of the Palestinian uprising. 

Following Mr. Prendergast’s briefing, the Security Council also welcomed Mr. Abbas’s election, commending the “credible and fair character” of the vote, and called for full implementation of the Road Map. 

“The Security Council calls upon Israelis and Palestinians to relaunch a genuine political process and advance towards a just and lasting peace in the region,” the 15-member body said in statement read out by Foreign Minister Rafael Antonio Biélsa of Argentina, which holds the Council presidency for January. 

Scotland Yard counter-terrorism expert named new UN security chief 

13 January - A veteran of Britain's famed Scotland Yard police department who calls himself "a practical counter-terrorist" was today named United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Safety and Security at a time when the world body has seen itself become a direct target of terrorism with the 2003 attack on its headquarters in Iraq. 

David Veness, who previously commanded all Scotland Yard's specialist operations including protection, terrorism, security and organized crime and served with the royalty and diplomatic protection service, was appointed to the new post created last year by the General Assembly to remedy failures cited in a report on the Baghdad attack. 

"Mr. Veness is one of the most accomplished security professionals in the field," Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette said in introducing the new security chief at a news briefing in New York. "Mr. Veness has wide experience and hands-on background that you can imagine how pleased we are with this appointment." 

The official previously in charge of overall security, Tun Myat, was asked to resign in March 2004 after the report by the Security in Iraq Accountability Panel appointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to look into the Baghdad bombing identified institutional and individual failures in assessing security prior to the attack that killed 22 people, including the UN's top envoy in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, in August 2003. 

Since then Mr. Annan has repeatedly made clear that security of UN staff remains of paramount importance for him, and the number of international staff in Iraq has been limited over concerns for their safety. 

"I think this is an absolutely formidable responsibility, and the more that I am briefed, the more I begin to become aware of the global undertaking and the nature of the task that lies ahead," Mr. Veness said of the post he will assume on 28 February. 

"It's already apparent that the task is absolutely enormous but although enormous, it is relatively straightforward. It is to support and enable the mission of the United Nations in all of its component parts by fulfilling the vital role of assuring the safety and security of those who are on the employ of the United Nations and their dependents and families across 150 countries across the world," he added. 

"I think the challenge for my team is probably to confront the grim reality. We would not wish it to be the case that humanitarian and other activities are any way bedevilled by extremist, terrorist or other violent threats. But the grim reality is that that is the position." 

Asked whether he would be working in the field outside UN Headquarter in New York, Mr. Veness replied: "I am a practical counter-terrorist by background and that is what I have been for a great many years. I'm very clearly of the view that one needs to see the situation on the ground in the theatre and that's precisely what I will do." 

Annan's personal envoy for southern Lebanon named deputy of UN mission in Iraq 

13 January - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed his personal envoy focusing on containing tensions along the line marking the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon to be his Deputy Special Representative for Iraq. 

Staffan de Mistura, a native of Sweden, has been Mr. Annan's Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon for the last four years and will retain that function until his successor in Beirut is named. During his tenure, Mr. de Mistura also was instrumental in launching and coordinating a highly successful demining operation in southern Lebanon. 

Mr. de Mistura joins the Secretary-General's Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, in Iraq with prior experience in the country, having served there as the UN Humanitarian Coordinator from March through August 1997. 

The move is the latest involving Mr. Annan's Middle East team. Last month, Terje Roed-Larsen ended his tenure as the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process to become the Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the implementation of a Security Council resolution calling for the exit of foreign troops from Lebanon. 

No successor to Mr. Roed-Larsen has been named. 

UN mission reports fresh round of attacks by armed militias in Darfur region of Sudan 

13 January - The security situation in some areas of Sudan's South Darfur state is tense, the United Nations mission to the country reported today, after two attacks by unidentified armed militiamen earlier this week left at least one person dead. 

On Tuesday armed men in one incident stopped two trucks from a non-governmental organization (NGO), robbed the passengers of their belongings and forced the convoy to return from the state's northwest to the capital Nyala. In the second attack, four armed men tried to force their way into a NGO guesthouse. 

In a separate incident in North Darfur, also on Tuesday, the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said armed men fired at a truck marked with a NGO logo as it made its way to the town of Kabkabiya. No injuries were reported and the truck continued on its journey. 

The round of attacks have occurred as Secretary-General Kofi Annan warns in his latest report to the Security Council on Darfur that the overall security situation in the war-torn region remains poor and political negotiations between the Sudanese Government and rebel groups have reached a stalemate. 

The report says humanitarian workers are increasingly at risk of violent attacks, armed groups are re-arming in defiance of previous Council resolution, and the conflict appears to be spreading into the neighbouring state of Western Kordofan. 

Tens of thousands of people have been killed and at least 1.85 million people forced from their homes since rebels took up arms against Khartoum in early 2003 in protest partly at the distribution of economic resources. 

Bomb explosion kills UN police officer in Kosovo 
13 January - A United Nations police officer in Kosovo was killed today in a bomb explosion, leading the chief UN envoy for the ethnically-divided province to condemn the attack as a "despicable act that would certainly be repudiated by the people of Kosovo." 

According to the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), the police officer, from Nigeria, was driving to work this morning in Prizren town in an UNMIK police car when a bomb exploded. 

The Secretary-General's Special Representative for Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, said: "Those who espouse the path of violence must be isolated and weeded out from society. The progressive sections of Kosovo society and its political leadership have been working in close cooperation with the international community to take Kosovo forward on the path of good order and prosperity." 

He also cautioned against any speculation on the incident at this stage. "An investigation will establish, I trust, exactly what happened," he said, extending his condolences to the family of the deceased officer. 

Police investigators, as well as forensics and explosives experts, are currently investigating the circumstances of the incident and the precise nature of the explosion. 

Kosovo has been under UN administration since 1999 when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove mainly Serbian Yugoslav troops out amid fighting between the province’s majority Albanians and minority Serbs. 

UN peacekeepers in Haiti face bullets and stones 

13 January - One civilian police officer from the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) has been injured by stone-throwers as he tried to rescue an alleged thief from a lynch mob and two other officers escaped to safety a day later after their vehicle came under fire. 

The injured officer was on a road leading to Pétionville, an upper-income suburb of the capital, Port-au-Prince, when an angry crowd showered his motor patrol with stones on Tuesday as the officers aided someone suspected of stealing. 

The next day two officers on patrol and driving around downtown Port-au-Prince were fired upon by about a dozen armed people. Bullets hit the motor and the tyres and the vehicle was forced to stop. Other local and UN officers rescued them and an investigation was launched, MINUSTAH said. 

African leaders pledge to eradicate polio as disease spreads again - UN 

13 January - With African children now making up 85 per cent of the world's poliomyelitis cases after groups in Nigeria forced suspension of an inoculation campaign, African health ministers from eight countries pledged today to plan massive immunization campaigns against the paralyzing disease and to increase surveillance, the United Nations health agency said today. 

Cases in Africa now number1,037, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Rotary International, which convened the meeting in Geneva. 

Marking the first anniversary of the Geneva pledge to eradicate the disease from the world, the African ministers at the meeting said they committed "to further intensifying polio eradication activities with the goal of ending transmission by the end of 2005." 

To implement their pledge they said they would conduct at least five rounds of national immunization campaigns for children in every part of their countries. This year's eradication strategy for Africa had called for immunization campaigns in 25 countries. 

The Heads of State and government at the African Union (AU) summit later this month were expected to endorse the pledge. 

The number of polio cases in Africa doubled since some groups in northern Nigeria claimed in August 2003 that the vaccine being used would render girls infertile. 

Although the area resumed an anti-polio policy in July 2004, using vaccine from Indonesia, the virus was shown by genetic tests to have spread into countries with low immunization because of civil wars, such as Côte d'Ivoire and Sudan, and to their neighbours: Burkina Faso, Central African Republic and Chad. 

UN emergency food aid programme looks to new Europe Union members for help 

13 January - With the number of malnourished people rising and Western donor countries reducing food aid, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is holding a two-day meeting in Rome, starting today, to appeal to the 10 new members of the European Union (EU) for help. 

"During this crucial meeting we will discuss ways to deepen and expand partnerships with countries that will not only become significant donors to overseas development aid as their economies expand, but can offer great expertise in areas of great interest to WFP's operations," the agency's Executive Director James Morris said. 

The 10 new Member States are Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. 

Surveys show that the populations of these countries support their governments' efforts to increase overseas development assistance (ODA) within the EU framework to 0.39 per cent of their Gross National Income, WFP said. 

Meanwhile, WFP also asked for humanitarian aid for 1.5 million West Africans working to rebuild three countries - Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone - after years of war. 

Hundreds of Liberians were returning home, only to find that their homes and farms were destroyed in the civil war, WFP West Africa Regional Director Mustapha Darboe said. 

"At the height of the conflicts, we saved lives with emergency food rations. Now we are working to restore communities and restore peace. The needs are different but just as urgent because we're talking about the difference between stability and chaos in a region that cannot afford more turmoil," he said. 

This year WFP hoped to extend its daily school feeding programme in the three countries to 730,000 students from 257,000 last year, WFP said. It was also asking for resources to feed 1.46 million people, up from 942,000 last year. 

"Unfortunately for this region stability tends to mean fewer headlines," Mr. Darboe said. "We urge the international community not to ignore the still considerable needs here." 

UN official visits Afghanistan in bid to solve refugee problem 

13 January - The head of the United Nations refugee agency is in Afghanistan holding talks with members of the new Government in the capital, Kabul, and visiting his agency’s operations in the provinces as part of an effort to solve the problem of an estimated 3 million Afghans still living in exile in Pakistan and Iran. 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers, on a four-day visit to the war-ravaged country, has already met with the Ministers for Refugees, Rural Rehabilitation, the Economy and Foreign Affairs and is due to see President Hamid Karzai on Saturday, agency spokesman Tim Irwin told a news briefing in Kabul today. 

Bad weather forced Mr. Lubbers to postpone until tomorrow a flight to the southern city of Kandahar for talks with the provincial governor and a visit to a camp for internally displaced persons (IDP) run by UNHCR. He will also see an income generation project in operation. 

Today he is visiting UNHCR operations in Parwan province. 

More than 3.5 million Afghan refugees have returned home since the start of the voluntary repatriation programme in 2002 following decades of occupation and civil war in their country. UNHCR believes just under 1 million Afghans now remain in Iran, and another million are still living in refugee camps in Pakistan. An unknown but substantial number are also living in cities across the country. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

13 January 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General at Mauritius Conference
The Secretary-General today said that the recent tsunami has taught the world once again the need for prevention and early warning.  Addressing the High-Level Segment of the International Meeting on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States in Mauritius, he said, “We need a global warning system -- and one that covers not just tsunamis but all other threats, such as storm surges and cyclones”.

He added that governments must be ready to take decisive measures to address climate change, saying that “it is no longer so hard to imagine what might happen from the rising sea levels that the world’s top scientists are telling us will accompany global warming”.

The Secretary-General asserted that, if any good should come out of the upheaval created by the tsunami, it should be to prove, once and for all, the need to heed warning signs and come together well in advance of calamity.

The Secretary-General later attended a meeting organized by the Seychelles and the United Kingdom on “Reefs, Island Communities and Protected Areas”, and told the participants there that less than 1 per cent of the world’s oceans are protected, compared to 12 per cent of the land area.  Coral reefs, he added, are especially vulnerable.

The Secretary-General also had a series of bilateral meetings on the margins of the Conference, beginning with the Prime Minister of Mauritius, Paul Raymond Bérenger.  He also saw, among others, the Presidents of the Marshall Islands and the Seychelles, the Prime Minister of Barbados and the Secretary-General of the Commonwealth.

In a separate programme, Nane Annan accepted an invitation from the Indian Ocean Commission, which entered into a partnership with the United Nations in 2002 to strengthen efforts against AIDS on five islands.  She spoke to leaders of that programme, as well as to three HIV-infected persons.

**Mauritius Conference
Early this morning in Mauritius, agreement was reached on the text, to be adopted on Friday, for the International Conference on Small Island Developing States.  The meeting’s Committee of the Whole today endorsed a number of trade-offs on issues such as climate change, trade and the maritime transportation of radioactive materials.

The newly-agreed text indicates that small island developing States “believe that they are already experiencing major adverse effects of climate change” and that “adaptation to adverse impacts of climate change and sea-level rise remains a major priority” for them.

It also promotes “increased energy efficiency and development and use of renewable energy as a matter of priority, as well as advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies”.

**General Assembly Meeting on Tsunami
The General Assembly will hold a plenary meeting on Tuesday, 18 January at 10 a.m. in the General Assembly Hall to consider the strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance.  The Secretary-General is expected to address the meeting.

The meeting, which is expected to focus on the tsunami, was requested by members of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

**Appointments
The Deputy Secretary-General today announced that David Veness of the United Kingdom would be the first UN Under-Secretary-General for Safety and Security following agreement by the General Assembly to create that post to oversee all security work for the United Nations.  She said he will begin his term of office on February 28.

Also today, the Secretary-General appointed Staffan de Mistura, his Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, as his Deputy Special Representative for Iraq.

**Security Council
In his periodic briefing to the Security Council on the situation in the Middle East, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast told Security Council members that, while there remain chances for setbacks, the overall trend of recent events tends to confirm that there exists a real opportunity to begin the long-delayed implementation of the Road Map’s provisions and to start moving once again towards a settlement of the conflict.

He noted the success of the recent Palestinian presidential elections and congratulated President-elect Mahmoud Abbas.  Prendergast also noted that, overall, the situation remained calm on election day, as Israeli forces generally allowed free movement and reduced their activity inside the Palestinian areas.

He warned that situations such as the present one in the Middle East are dynamic:  They either evolve positively or they regress, but they do not stand still for long.  This, he said, underlines the need to develop momentum in the peace process and maintain it through confidence-building measures.

He underscored the need for the international community, particularly through the Quartet, to help the new Israeli and Palestinian governments at this time.

Prior to Prendergast’s briefing, the Council President read out a presidential statement in which it welcomes the Palestinian elections and commends the credible and fair character of the balloting.

Also, today marked the final Security Council session for Ambassador John Danforth in his capacity as the United States Permanent Representative to the United Nations.  His term ends on 20 January, 2005.

**Kosovo
A Nigerian police officer with the UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) was killed this morning in a bomb explosion, while driving to work in an UNMIK police car.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Søren Jessen-Petersen, condemned the killing and called it “a despicable act that would certainly be repudiated by the people of Kosovo”.  He also extended his condolences to the family of the deceased officer.

Police investigators, as well as forensics and explosives experts, are currently investigating the circumstances of the incident and the precise nature of the explosion.

**Haiti - Injuries
The UN Mission in Haiti reports that a motorized patrol of peacekeepers came under fire yesterday in the harbour area of Port-au-Prince.

Haitian and UN civilian police came to their aid, and the damaged patrol vehicle was later recovered.

In addition, a UN police officer was injured in a stone-throwing incident on Tuesday, after he and other policemen prevented a mob lynching.

Also, late yesterday, the Security Council President issued a statement on Haiti.  In it, he said the Council renews its appeal for the prompt disbursement of international funds pledged for Haiti.

**Sudan
The UN Mission in Sudan reports separate attacks on two villages by armed militia two days ago in south Darfur.

In one attack, armed men stopped two trucks of a non-governmental organization and looted their contents.  The convoy was forced to turn around.  In the second attack, it was reported that armed men attempted a forced entry into an NGO guest house.

In North Darfur, it was reported that unidentified armed men fired at a truck marked with an NGO logo also on the same day.

**West Africa
The World Food Programme today urged international donors to reinforce humanitarian support to 1.5 million West Africans as they work to rebuild their countries, still reeling from over a decade of war.

**Polio – African Leaders
UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund, reports that the health ministers of key African countries affected by polio have agreed to step up their vigilance and vaccination programmes in order to meet polio eradication targets this year.  The scale-up comes in the wake of a challenging year for Africa, one which saw the total number of African children stricken by polio double.

**World Food Programme
While countries worldwide are reacting with unprecedented generosity and support in the wake of a tsunami that left millions in Asia without food or shelter, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is calling on new European Union member States to join WFP in a campaign against world hunger -- especially among children -- during a two-day meeting that starts today.  The number of hungry is on the rise after decades of decline, even as donor countries have cut back on food aid, from 15 million metric tons to just 10 million metric tons last year.
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ENS - UNESCO to Create Global Tsunami Warning System By Mid-2007


UN News Service - At small islands conference, Annan calls for global warning system for natural disasters


Scoop - Annan Calls For Global Warning System


New Strait Times ( Malaysia) - Fixing tsunami-damaged ecosystem 'should be priority' - Mangrove forest


Fiji Times - UN labels Fiji as worst plastic disposal offenders


New Straits Times – Malaysia - Funding to save mangroves


IPS - ENVIRONMENT:River of National Integration Is Dividing Brazil


CSRWire - SocialFunds.com Announces the Top Five Socially Responsible Investing News Stories of 2004
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