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July 11, 

Kenya;  Sh1.2m Boost for Flood Victims 

      Families displaced by floods in Budalangi and Nyando districts yesterday received a major boost when Fina Bank United donated Sh1.2 million towards their upkeep. 

      Fina Bank Managing Director, Mr Vasant Shanbhag expressed their commitment in sharing in efforts to assist  the needy and especially those displaced by floods. While receiving the cheque, Minister of State in the      office of the Vice -President and National Resources, Mrs Lina Kilimo, said the Government has so far      received Sh6 million and bought goods worth Sh3 million to supply to the affected areas. 

      She said the account is now left with Sh 4 million and asked well-wishers to continue supporting the

      displaced victims. 

      Consequently, she announced that United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) on Wednesday      donated Sh2.9 million (40,000 US $) while African Development Bank has promised to donate some money      towards national reconstruction.

____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

U.S. C02 Emissions Will Rise Absent Strong Policy 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, July 11, 2003 (ENS) - Voluntary measures will not be  enough to reduce U.S. carbon dioxide emissions, finds a new report released Thursday by the Pew Center on Global Climate Change. Without a mandatory carbon cap, U.S. emissions of carbon dioxide - widely believed to be a leading contributor to climate change - are likely to rise across a wide range of possible energy futures, according to the study. 

                      "This report suggests that technology research and development efforts coupled with voluntary measures cannot reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and it highlights the need for a mandatory climate change policy to address carbon emissions - regardless of how the future unfolds," said Eileen  Claussen, president of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change. 

                      The report, "U.S. Energy Scenarios for the 21st Century," analyzes three divergent paths for U.S. energy supply and use from 2000 to 2035 and the effect of climate policy on the three scenarios. U.S. energy use accounts for more than 80 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. 

                      The Pew Center for Global Climate Change enlisted the aid of the Global Business Network, a business policy firm, to develop likely energy scenarios and draw policy relevant conclusions. 

 The report finds that absent a mandatory carbon constraint, the absolute level of U.S. emissions rises in the range of 15 to 50 percent over the year 2000 level in each of its three scenarios - even though the carbon                      intensity of the economy declines considerably. 

                      Second, the report concludes that there are technologies that can address climate change, accelerate capital stock turnover and enhance energy security  - if they are supported by complementary policies and investments. 

                      Low fossil fuel prices encourage high carbon and energy inefficient investments, but the report finds that the task of reducing emissions can be facilitated by energy security policies that reduce oil consumption and by  early and sustained investment, engineering success, and consumer acceptance of innovative low carbon and efficiency-improving technologies. 

                      "With the appropriate set of policies and investments during the next thirty years, the United States could be better positioned to achieve 

                      The report's third conclusion is that energy policy and investment decisions made today will either heighten or ease the difficulty of implementing future climate policy. 

                      A multiple policy approach, including investment in new technologies and a flexible regulatory mechanism to reduce emissions, can help the nation meet "its complementary economic, energy security, and environmental goals,"  Claussen said. 

                      This is one of a series of reports on climate change by the Pew Center for Global Climate Change, which was established in May 1998 by The Pew Charitable Trusts, a $4 billion foundation created by the children of the founder of Sun Oil, now known as Sunoco. 

                      Claussen said the organization now plans to turn to an exploration of what ought to happen, now and in the future, towards developing a national vision of policies, strategies and investments that will help achieve these goals. 

                                         The U.S. policy on climate change has drawn the ire of other nations - President George W. Bush withdrew U.S. support for the Kyoto Protocol, the  United Nations accord on greenhouse gas                                         emissions, and his administration has repeatedly  questioned the scientific certainty of global warming. 

                      The United States is responsible for more than 25 percent of the world's total emissions of greenhouse gases. Date released last month by the United Nations found that U.S. greenhouse gas emissions rose some 14 percent from  1990 to 2000. 

                      President Bush is loathe to enforce mandatory C02 reductions on American industries and instead has pushed forward with a voluntary program to cut the nation's greenhouse gas intensity - the ratio of emissions to economic output - by 18 percent. 

                      Critics believe this approach will do little to reduce the nation's greenhouse gas emissions. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Chainsaws let rip in Europe's oldest  forest 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent in north-east Poland  Trees in the last remaining tract of Europe's original forest are being cut down, to the dismay of Polish naturalists. 

Bialowieza will lose its natural character, because it will  no longer be allowed to regenerate naturally              Pawel Sidlo 

     The trees are in the Bialowieza forest, in some respects a treasure comparable to the Amazon  rainforest. 

     The official in charge says he is saddened by the government's acquiescence in the felling. 

     Polish conservationists are demanding European Union pressure to halt the destruction. 

     Although the trees concerned are infested with insects, they say, the forest's antiquity means it should be left entirely to nature. 

     Noah's ark 

Bialowieza straddles the border between eastern Poland and Belarus. It is the last significant stretch of the primeval temperate forest which once covered most of lowland Europe, and has  survived for 8,000 years. 

     It is home to wild European bison, with more than 300 animals on the Polish side. There are  also wild boar, wolves, lynx, beaver, otter and elk, and myriad birds, plants and insects. 

     Pawel Sidlo, of the Polish Society for the Protection of Birds, told BBC News Online: "Historically, and for the species it contains, Bialowieza is as important to Europe as the  Amazon rainforest. 

     "We want all the old-growth forest there protected against any human interference." 

     The central core of the forest, 4,700 hectares, was declared a World Heritage Site by Unesco in  1979. 

     Around that lies another 10,000 ha, designated a national park. And beyond the park is a 50,000 ha area, some of it planted fairly recently, which is managed for logging. 

     Age no bar 

     The problem is simple: there are patches of the original primeval forest scattered throughout Bialowieza, not simply concentrated in the inviolable central section. 

     That is why conservationists want all the forest protected. But on 10 May a new management plan for Bialowieza came into effect. 

     It annulled a ban on the felling of trees more than 100 years old. In the two months since then foresters have felled a number of trees in old-growth stands in Bialowieza, the oldest probably  about 130 years old. 

     The trees had all been attacked by spruce bark beetles, which eat the bark and leave the tree to die. But conservationists say this is a natural process vital to the forest's health. 

     As the dead tree rots it allows new life to emerge. And the beetles attack only spruce. 

     Rising toll 

     Yet the stump of at least one recently felled Scots pine now sits forlornly in Bialowieza. Evidence of the destruction is clear in the part of the forest managed for logging, and conservationists believe it is also happening within the national park. 

     The park director, Jerzy Popiel, told BBC News Online: "It's a shame the environment minister agreed to the new management plan, which will mean the highest level of exploitation for 50 years. 

     "I feel a great sadness. Foresters are so powerful they can lobby the government and get the plan accepted. The minister did not consult me about it." 

     Stefan Jakimiuk, of WWF-Poland, told BBC News Online: "We have nine million ha of forests in Poland, so we can afford to protect Bialowieza. 

     Foreign friends 

     "In less than a year we'll be part of the European Union, and we think all EU citizens should feel responsible for the forest, because our government certainly doesn't. They could put  pressure on the people doing the felling." 

     An environment ministry spokesman said it would publish proposals for protecting  Bialowieza's natural forest, but "silvicultural measures" and bark beetle control would be  allowed. 

     Pawel Sidlo said: "That means Bialowieza will lose its natural character, because it will no longer be allowed to regenerate naturally." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update –14 July 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Television Sustainability Training Course 
Indiv, 11/07/2003 -The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is currently calling for applications from South Asian television professionals for an interactive training workshop on Understanding Environment and Sustainability. 
The workshop, run by the UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP), the Television Trust for the Environment, Asia Pacific, UN-HABITAT and the Nepal Forum of Environmental Journalists will combine expert scientific presentations, field-based discovery learning, participatory sustainability learning tools, and criticalanalysis of role of the media in sustainable development.
http://www.indev.nic.in/indev/forums/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=80

General environment news


630,000 Evacuated from Flooded Area
People’s Daily, July 12, 2003 -The Chinese government has dispatched 16,542 troops in 60 groups to evacuate 630,000 people threatened by floodwaters, and to repair and reinforce embankments in the swollen Huaihe River Valley in the past two weeks.
Rising floodwaters have forced the evacuation of 630,000 people from the swollen Huaihe River Valley area in East China. More than 16,000 soldiers helped with the move, local flood control sources said on Friday. 
…The evacuation came after more than 20 sections of dykes were breached, affecting 1.1 million of the 1.6 million residents in the valley, and the water showed no signs of abating. http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200307/12/eng20030712_120061.sh

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA BRIEFING

Bahrain
Environment is focus of contest

RESEARCHERS are being invited to take part in an Arab environment competition. 

Up to $10,000 (BD3,780) is up for grabs in the annual event, being organised by the Arab Environmental Affairs Ministerial Council. 

The award will be given to the best research submitted to the award committee which covers the theme: 'The effect of International policies in the fields of energy and environment on sustainable development in Arab countries.'

The competition details were announced by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

Commission public relations and environmental media head Zakariya Khonji said researchers were also invited to submit inventions which provide practical solutions to some of the environmental issues in the Arab World to claim the award. 

He said applicants could submit their research in the following topics: Supply and Demand on Energy - The Current and Future Prospects until 2020; The Role of Oil and Natural Gas in Sustainable Development in Arab Countries and The Effect of International Policies on Natural Gas and Oil Exports.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=56162&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26114
Save trees! They are our city's lungs
WITH reference to the very important contents/suggestions of Redha Mandeel's letter (GDN July 4), it should be studied seriously and carefully by environmentalists, municipalities and concerned government departments. 

Various solutions and effective measures which can enhance and help in reforesting the desert can be implemented with a little imagination and effort. The suggestion of not cutting the roadside trees into clinically stunted shapes but letting them grow into tall majestic avenues of mastodons is very appropriate as they are the lungs of the city.

The Garden Club should play an active role with the help of the media to educate the public in how to recycle the garbage into rich manure, and even apartment owners can boast of window flower baskets. 

The people should be actively involved in all such greenery ventures and with the passage of time this land shall turn into a paradise of beautiful flowers and dense foliage.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=56083&Sn=LETT&IssueID=26113
Marine Triangle added to reserve

THE Marine Triangle, which falls under the Bahrain International Airport's property, has been added to the Arad Bay Marine Reserve.

The reserve, which is home to birds, plants, fish and other marine life, is being cleaned and fenced, as part of a pioneering project to create an eco-tourism project in the area. 

The Muharraq Municipal Council and the Muharraq Governorate are responsible for looking after it.

Muharraq Governor Salman bin Hindi thanked Transportation Minister Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife president and Southern Governor Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa for their continuous support and concern for protecting wildlife in Bahrain. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=56102&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26113

UAE
Dh40m project to recharge water table

Dubai Municipality is to pump Dh40 million into an ambitious project to raise the depleted level of the water table by forcing treated sewage water into it.

The project, the first of its kind in the country, is also expected to help reduce groundwater salinity levels, which have shot up in recent years.

The shortage of fresh water is one of the major concerns of the municipality. Despite its efforts to maintain water resources, the crisis is expected to increase sharply in over the next few years in the UAE if current consumption rates are not curbed.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=92478
Oman
Conservation prize for Norwegian scientist

Unesco has selected a leading Venezuelan environmental organisation and a Norwegian expert on bio-diversity for this year's His Majesty the Sultan's Environmental Conservation Prize. 

The Tropical Environment Science Centre of the Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research and Norwegian scientist Dr Peter Johan Chie will receive the awards at a ceremony to be held in the Hungarian capital Budapest on 10 November on the occasion of the World Sciences Day. 

The Venezuelan institute has undertaken several important research projects on the tropical environment while Dr Chie is well regarded for his pioneering work in the field of environment protection.
http://www.khaleejtimes.co.ae/

Saudi Arabia

An article from the  Arab News Which reflects one type of thought among Arab intellectuals regarding the situation in the Middle East. What is most interesting perhaps is the linkage between events and the need for multiparty integrated approaches.    

From Sept. 11 to the Fall of Saddam

Sept. 11 was not born out of nothing but rather out of chaos: The regional and international chaos following the destruction of the fragile balances in the Middle East. While delivering Kuwait from the brutal fraternal embrace of the Iraqi “Big Brother”, “Desert Storm” — when it calmed down — not only left all the thorny questions raised by the invasion of Kuwait without answers, but even heightened the tensions to an unprecedented level. If Kuwait was liberated, the 23 million Iraqis were trapped between Saddam’s unyielding anvil, and the hammer of the UN sanctions.

Elsewhere in the picture, the two most important accords between Arabs and Israelis — after Sadat/Begin/Carter’s Camp David peace — reached an unsaid because unacknowledged deadlock. Neither Jordan nor the Palestinian Authority succeeded in selling their peace with Israel to the other Arabs. How would they? Peace actually resembled something else. President Clinton, who probably was attracted by the perspective of entering American and world history as the man who achieved peace between Arabs and Israelis, did not hide his bitterness after the negotiations failed. He will not outdo Carter’s achievement and win a Nobel Prize. He will pass into history as the Don Juan of the White House, which is no small achievement.

When his successor came to the White House, almost everything in the Middle East was to be re-settled. The Israelis and the Palestinians resumed their interminable war. The Iraqis were suffering a thousand pains under the embargo. The Syrians were still recalcitrant. The Lebanese found another reason to continue the struggle in Shabaa. 

The Jordanians and the Egyptians were jammed with their peace accords: On the one hand they could not deny them, and on the other their hearts were bleeding because Israel had not changed. And all those people along with their Arab and Muslim brethren, from the mountains of Afghanistan eastward, to the confines of the Great African Sahara westward, were living “the time of the assassins”, to use Henry Miller’s expression.

In effect, never before that time had Islamic radicalism attained such an authority in those surroundings. The new Assassins were not the direct descendants of Hassan Al-Sabbah’s medieval sect, although they use similar techniques of terror against their enemies. They are not doped with Hashish as their Ismaelite predecessors, but rather with modern brainwashing techniques, that have been used — and even gained fame — by the CIA. The Manchurian candidate of the Cold War has become a remote memory, although his “fathers” have unwittingly begotten the new robots of the suicide-bombing mania. This is proof that even in the terrorism business, there is a lot of work and a lot of progress.

Since Sept. 11, everything has changed.

Friends and allies are no longer the friends and allies we know. It has become necessary thus to ask the right questions: Who are our allies and friends in this world? Ask the Americans. Out of the blue, they woke up in a hostile environment, like someone who after being shipwrecked finds himself alone on a little island in the ocean. And the questions followed: Why do they hate us? Are we then so alone? Whenever they look around them, the Americans saw little sympathy, a lot of hypocrisy and hate and envy. While they thought of themselves as the nicest people on earth, they were dismayed by the fact that this earth did not give them back a genuine reflection of that belief. So, what’s wrong?

The new president found it easier to resort to the good old Manichean concepts of good and evil. Henceforth, we are the good people, and they are the evil. And like in the cartoons, the good hero would have to fight evil and prevail. That is the strategy of today’s superpower.

Once the strategy was adopted, the new administration had to find the enemy. It was not hard. If Saddam was self-designated, Osama Bin Laden would take the rest of the burden. However, to strike Saddam first would have been nonsense. Cleansing the Afghan caves and destroying the Taleban and Al-Qaeda’s bases, the Bush administration was all the while preparing the true, the delicious, and the most succulent meal. It was not the stony Afghanistan that concerned America, but the wealthy Iraq. And it was not the shadowy Bin Laden who represented the real weight in the international balance, but the ruthless Saddam Hussein.

After all, even if there is not the least connection between Al-Qaeda and Saddam, and even if Sept. 11 has nothing to do with the embargo imposed on Iraq, what could the Americans take from Bin Laden? His life? It is worthless now. His $300 million? They are a drop in the ocean. Compared to the real fortunes of wealthy Americans, what is Bin Laden? Afghanistan? That’s easy, but it never belonged to Bin Laden. He was just a refugee there. Yet if Bin Laden seemed worthless, Saddam appealed almost naturally to the American vendetta.

Why a vendetta? Because Sept. 11 happened. And behind Sept. 11, there was a dark conspiracy where anybody in the Arab-Islamic world could be involved at some level or another. Maybe this sounds a little paranoid, but that is the way the CIA and the folk from the Secret Service think. After all, what is Al-Qaeda if not the international Islamic terrorist network? Somehow like International Communism during the Cold War, but with a different ideology.

Saddam appealed to American anger not only because he was the model of “evil” according to President Bush (so numerous other models continue to live unharmed, though), but most of all because something valuable could be snatched from him, and if achieved, such a project could be as rewarding to the USA as it was devastating to its enemies.

It is obvious that the reward is Iraq itself. Snatched from the hands of Saddam, Iraq would help America settle the old accounts with its enemies on the one hand, and open the way to the new regional order so desired by Washington and Israel on the other.

This is not to say that Saddam Hussein was an obstacle to America’s plans in the Middle East. Anybody with a little presence of mind knows that Saddam actually helped Bush — father and son. He helped the father enter in force in the Gulf when he invaded Kuwait. Remember that ambassador April Glaspie did not object to Saddam’s plans, so he thought the Americans were encouraging him oil. It goes without saying that the previous American assistance to Saddam during the war against Iran made him believe that Washington would comply with his wishes if he invaded Kuwait, in order to pay back the billions he owed to almost everybody. Such foolishness. Besides, Saddam was ready to sell Iraq to the Bush administration if he was allowed to stay in power. The collective graves the world is discovering in Iraq would have been nothing compared to the dark future the dictator was preparing for his people. Today the question is not whether Bush was right to attack Iraq or not, but rather whether Saddam was right to cling to power.

As to Saddam’s pretension to lead the “resistance” against the American occupation, this is merely a joke. A bad joke indeed. And his “letters” to the Americans or to the Iraqis relayed by Al-Jazeera, sound like the same low brand of humor. We know that the dictator is — like many of his kind — a man without humor. Yet who among the rational Iraqis could take him seriously? Saddam a resistance fighter? Sure, that was in the fifties of the last century. We are in 2003. And the majority of the Iraqi people cannot be so foolish, so masochistic, and so stupid as to wish the return of a tyrant.

There is a link between all these events, if we read them thoroughly. Neither is America a model of goodness nor the rest of the world all evil and conspiring against it. From the period preceding Sept. 11, we can probably discover a lot of indirect reasons for hatred. After Sept. 11, the Americans should wonder whether their policy helped to make the world a better place or not. Some of the questions they raised are still unanswered. For the true answers are not to be found in the books and the press, but rather on the field -- in all those regions of the world that have been plagued by sicknesses, and that are still waiting for the good to come, for their peoples have experienced nothing in their lives but evil.

To be faithful to their creed, the Americans are not expected to play the good Samaritans, but just to follow the Ariadne thread, in order to understand and make themselves understood.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=7&section=0&article=28734&d=13&m=7&y=2003
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Secretary-General concludes African Unity Summit with AIDS meeting, visit

*
Annan to discuss Liberia, other issues, with US President Bush on Monday 

*
Burundi: shelling continues in capital, as fighting drives thousands from their homes

*
Iraq: UN envoy to consult with Saudi leaders

*
Security Council extends Bosnia peacekeeping force for another year

*
POLISARIO set to accept new peace plan for Western Sahara – Security Council 

*
UN refugee agency plans to launch $14 million appeal for seven African countries

*
Angola: UN agency launches operation to repatriate refugees from Zambia


*
Information to young vital in curbing population growth, HIV/AIDS – Annan

*
UN trade body adopts model laws curbing potential for private-public corruption

* * * *

Secretary-General

11 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today wrapped up his mission to the African Unity Summit in Mozambique with a working breakfast to review the progress in the fight against AIDS in Africa and a visit to an AIDS clinic for those affected by the disease.

During the breakfast, hosted by President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, delegates also touched on other issues critical to Africa. In addition, leaders discussed a work plan for the coming year.

“We have had a very good meeting here and very, very useful and constructive discussions, not just on the issue of AIDS and the fight against that pandemic and its impact on this continent, but also about conflict resolution, about economic and social development, about empowerment of women,” Mr. Annan told reporters after the meeting.

In the afternoon, he visited an AIDS clinic at Matola, on the outskirts of the capital Maputo, which has done a remarkable job of preventing the transmission of the HIV virus from pregnant women to their babies. Only three of the 151 babies born at the clinic have been diagnosed as HIV-positive. The clinic provides anti-retroviral drugs to some 300 HIV-positive mothers.

“This is our fight, and let’s all move ahead and win this fight,” Mr. Annan told the workers at the clinic.

AIDS was also the subject of some of the bilateral meetings the Secretary-General held in the margins of the Summit. He met Peter Piot the Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on AIDS (UNAIDS), to discuss tighter coordination between the world body and the Global Fund against AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis.

He also met with Supachai Panitchpakdi, the Director General of the World Trade Organization (WTO), with whom he discussed efforts by multinational pharmaceutical firms to make AIDS medication available to developing countries at low cost. He invited Mr. Panitchpakdi to join him at a meeting with pharmaceutical executives that he is planning for later this year.

Mr. Annan was scheduled to leave Mozambique to return to New York over the weekend. On Monday he is going to Washington to meet with United States President George W. Bush, Secretary of State Colin Powell and other senior advisers for wide-ranging discussions on Africa, the Middle East, Iraq, Afghanistan, and the battles against terrorism, poverty and AIDS.

* * *

Liberia

11 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today that if United States President George W. Bush were to decide that US troops should take part with West African forces in a peacekeeping mission in Liberia, he hoped “it wouldn’t take them too long either to join.”

Speaking to reporters in Mozambique where he is attending the African Union Summit, Mr. Annan said he would meet with President Bush in Washington, D.C., on Monday to discuss Liberia, among other issues.

He also said there had been “good discussion” among West African leaders about the situation in Liberia, and that he was hopeful the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) would send in troops in the not-too-distant future.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its partners in Monrovia are still struggling to assist tens of thousands of refugees and displaced people in and around the war-torn capital.

Following weeks of looting, UNHCR says its operations are hampered by a shortage of vehicles – they were stolen – and a lack of fuel. Nevertheless, national staff and NGO partners are doing their best to help people scattered throughout the Monrovia area, focusing particularly on life–saving activities. Medical clinics have been set up in various locations and an ambulance service is being provided for critical cases.

The agency also reports that more than 600 Sierra Leonean refugees have so far been evacuated by ship from Monrovia, Liberia, to Freetown, Sierra Leone in a continuing UNHCR operation aimed at helping thousands return to their homeland. The MV Overbeck is able to make the return trip about every four days, carrying between 300 and 350 Sierra Leonean refugees each voyage.

According to evacuees interviewed by UNHCR staff in Freetown, most of the 15,000 Sierra Leonean refugees in Liberia want to leave the country. Some of the returnees said they had witnessed various abuses – including rape – by soldiers. They also said that some Sierra Leoneans were unable to leave because they had become separated from their children and were trying to find them.

In other news, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) continued to distribute food to displaced persons sheltered in the various parts of the city. About 40 centres have received food and WFP is planning to target food distribution to more than180, 000 people displaced by the fighting.

* * *

Burundi

11 July – Amid growing concern at the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Burundi, with massive numbers of people being driven from their homes by fighting in the capital Bujumbura, the United Nations reported today that a pause in the shelling overnight was short lived and clashes between government forces and rebels had resumed by mid-morning.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said shelling of the capital continued yesterday, with no less than seven mortars striking different parts of Bujumbura. An additional three mortars landed in the northeastern suburb of Gihosha yesterday evening, wounding four civilians. Most workers have stayed home, and many businesses remain closed again for the second day running.

The agency expressed concern for the inaccessible populations in the south, particularly in Bujumbura Rural where closed highways have prevented any humanitarian access since fighting began on Monday. “As the fighting moves and spreads into the interior of the country the international aid community must remain vigilant in their endeavour to assist and protect civilians. Their exposure to conflict and relative isolation from the capital makes them particularly vulnerable”, said OCHA’s Antoine Gerard.

The government has now registered 15,000 displaced people (IDPs) from Kanyosha, Musaga and Kinindo, temporarily relocated in the Burundi Life Museum. A host of UN agencies, including the UN World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) are working with international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to facilitate the delivery of food, water and shelters to the IDPs.

Meanwhile, in the margin’s of the African Union Summit underway in Maputo, Mozambique, Secretary-General Kofi Annan met this afternoon with the Foreign Minister of Burundi, Terence Sinunguruza. The Minister raised the issue of the bombardment of his capital by the Palipehutu-Forces Nationales de Libération (FNL- Rwasa), and the failure of a second group, the National Council for the Defence of Democracy-Forces for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD-FDD/ Nkurunziza), to honour a ceasefire agreement signed last December. Earlier in the day, Mr. Annan also had a one-on-one meeting with his Representative for Burundi, Berhanu Dinka.

* * *

Iraq

11 July – Expanding his consultations on efforts to help Iraqis create a stable, democratic and sovereign country, United Nations envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello will travel to Taif, Saudi Arabia, tomorrow for talks with Crown Prince Abdullah and other senior Saudi officials.

Mr. Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, who has already held consultations with a full spectrum of Iraqi representatives in Baghdad as well as making four trips to various parts of the country, intends to visit other neighbouring capitals in due course.

He is expected to brief the Security Council in New York on 22 of July on his mission, which was mandated by a Security Council resolution at the end of May.

The tasks entrusted to him by the resolution include “working intensively with the Authority (the United States and its partners), the people of Iraq, and others concerned to advance efforts to restore and establish national and local institutions for representative governance, including by working together to facilitate a process leading to an internationally recognized, representative government of Iraq.”
* * *
Bosnia and Herzegovina

11 July – The United Nations Security Council today unanimously extended for another 12 months the mandate of the 13,000-strong multinational peacekeeping force in Bosnia and Herzegovina, set up in 1996 under the framework of the Dayton accords that ended fierce fighting between Serbs, Croats and Muslims.

The Council said it would to review the situation with a view to further extensions for the Stabilization Force (SFOR) “as necessary in the light of developments in the implementation of the Peace Agreement and the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.”

It stressed that “the parties shall continue to be held equally responsible” for compliance with the Dayton Peace Accord’s Annex I, which contains the agreement on the military aspects of the peace settlement, and “shall be equally subject to such enforcement action by SFOR as may be necessary to ensure implementation of that Annex and the protection of SFOR.”

The Council also recognized SFOR’s right to “take all necessary measures to defend itself from attack or threat of attack.”

In addition, it emphasized its full support for the continued role of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina in monitoring implementation of the peace agreement.

Troops committed to SFOR come from both NATO and non-NATO countries.

* * *

Western Sahara

10 July – The President of the United Nations Security Council today announced measured progress in efforts to help resolve the situation in Western Sahara now that one of the main parties has said it will accept the most recent settlement option recommended by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

In a statement to the press following closed-door consultations, Council President, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said he informed the 15-nation body that he met yesterday with a delegation from the Frente Popular para la Liberación de Saguía el-Hamra y del Río de Oro (POLISARIO Front), who told him of their decision to accept the peace plan developed by the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy James Baker. But he added that Morocco still had not agreed to the plan.

Mr. Annan has recommended that the Council endorse the proposed peace plan – which combines elements of the draft framework agreement and agreed elements of the settlement plan. Representing something of a compromise, it provides each side some, but not all, of what it wants, Mr. Annan said. It envisages a period of transition during which there would be a division of responsibilities between the parties before the holding of a referendum for self-determination within four to five years. And unlike the settlement plan, the new peace plan does not require the consent of both parties at each and every step of its implementation.

Today, Ambassador Arias said that during the consultations, the United States had presented a draft resolution for the Council’s consideration. The text would have the Council endorse Mr. Baker’s plan and urge the parties to implement its as well as the recommendations in the Secretary-General’s latest report. The Council planned to discuss the draft and the overall situation with its experts on Western Sahara next Wednesday.

While he believed the Council was moving toward “seriously taking a decision,” on the matter, Ambassador Arias cautioned in his national capacity that it would be a poor move to try and impose a decision on the parties, particularly since one – Morocco – still did not agree with the new plan. Diplomatic efforts were underway to make all the parties see that the plan was well-balanced, and if implemented in a serious way, would give a good opportunity for all the inhabitants in the territory to have a say in their future.

Ambassador John Negroponte of the United States said the resolution strongly supported Mr. Baker’s proposal, which “provides an excellent opportunity to bring this longstanding issue to a resolution.” He did not believe that a Council endorsement of the plan would represent an imposition of any kind. “It would send an important signal that the Council sees it as the best way to move the issue toward resolution,” he said.

* * *

UNHCR

11 July – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today introduced plans to launch a $14 million special appeal to assist seven African countries hit by unforeseen developments, ranging from serious floods to life threatening displacement.

“Hardly a month has gone by in 2003 without another one of these situations emerging, yet I doubt that they have received much, if any, coverage in the international media either due to the isolation of the places in which they’ve occurred or the high profile of other world events taking place,” UNHCR chief Ruud Lubbers said of the need for a new appeal.

Mr. Lubbers introduced the appeal at the 3-day African Union Summit, which opened yesterday in Maputo, Mozambique. It will be formally presented to donors next week in Geneva.

“These events have been the cause of often life threatening suffering and displacement to over 100,000 people in seven countries, the vital protection and assistance to whom will cost my organization some US$14 million in addition to the programmed 2003 budget,” Mr. Lubbers said.

Almost half the required sum is for emergency assistance to more than 40,000 refugees who fled to Chad from fighting in the Central African Republic earlier in the year. Two refugee camps in Kenya need repairs after they were badly damaged by recent heavy rains and floods.

In neighbouring Uganda, extra money is needed to cope with 9,000 new refugees who have fled fighting and atrocities in the Bunia region of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). UNHCR also intends to relocate 15,000 Sudanese refugees who were forced to flee their camp in northern Uganda by the repeated predations of the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels.

In Ethiopia, Rwanda, Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic, funds are needed for a variety of situations.

* * *

Angola: refugees

11 July – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today launched a voluntary operation to repatriate Angolan refugees from Zambia – host to nearly half the total number of Angolan refugees in the region.

Convoys from Zambia – home to some 200,000 Angolan refugees – will take returnees to parts of their homeland that meet certain pre-conditions, including a relatively low level of landmines and availability of basic services such as schools, health clinics and potable water. 

Many areas of Angola do not yet have good relocation conditions in place and UNHCR is working with the country’s Government and other partners to open up more areas for return in the coming months. 

“With the start of repatriation from Zambia, we now have in place four return routes to Angola,” UNHCR spokesperson Kris Janowski said in Geneva. “There are two return routes from the Democratic Republic of Congo – from the Bas Congo southwards into Mbanza Congo in northern Angola and from Katanga Province to Luau in north–eastern Angola. We opened up a third route from Namibia into the southern Angola province of Cuando Cubango.” 

Returnees will spend their first few days home at a reception centre where they will receive mine awareness training, HIV/AIDS information and medical assistance, where needed, UNHCR said. They will also receive a re-integration package with food rations, a construction kit to assist in building their homes, and basic household supplies.  

The government of Angola estimates that some 130,000 Angolans have returned home on their own since last year. 

* * *

Population Day

11 July – With over 70,000 teenage girls marrying, nearly 40,000 giving birth, and 6,000 young people contracting HIV/AIDS every day, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today the right to education, information and services for the young was crucial in curbing both population growth and the AIDS pandemic.

“Experience shows that educated women are more likely to marry later, and have healthy and better-educated children, who will pass on these benefits from one generation to the next.  Education and information also influence how many children they will have,” Mr. Annan declared in a message marking World Population Day, whose theme this year is “One billion adolescents: the right to health, information and services.”

Noting that half of all girls in some countries are married before the age of 18, often resulting in early childbearing that poses serious health risks to both mother and child, he added: “If a woman were to wait until age 23, instead of age 18, to have her first child, that alone could reduce the momentum in population growth by over 40 per cent.”

Stressing the vital importance of information and services to the war on AIDS and the broader quest for good health, Mr. Annan declared: “Young people should know how the HIV virus is transmitted, and how to protect themselves from infection. This is important everywhere but is absolutely critical in countries where infection rates are already high or quickly rising.

“Reproductive health services and factual information about reproductive health will also help young people to avoid risky behaviour, unwanted pregnancy and poor health in general,” he said, adding: “The decisions these young people make will shape our world and the prospects of future generations.”

The Executive Director of UN Population Fund (UNFPA), Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, stressed that while every young person had the right to education and health, “far too many young people are deprived of schooling and adequate health care, and the consequences are devastating.”

Noting that each day over 70,000 teenage girls are married, many against their will, and nearly 40,000 give birth, she added: “For these young women, this means an incomplete education, limited opportunities and serious health risks. Assisting girls to complete secondary schooling and delay marriage and childbirth can help break the cycle of poor health, illiteracy and poverty.”

Mr. Obaid said HIV/AIDS statistics alone – half of all new infections occur among young people with 6,000 newly infected each day – demonstrated the need for greater education, information and services.

“By educating, empowering and mobilizing young people, we can turn the AIDS epidemic around,” she declared.

For his part, the President of the UN General Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, said young people should be provided the support they need to make active decisions about the timing and spacing of their children as well as being fully informed on the spread of sexually transmitted diseases in order to significantly slow transmission rates of HIV/AIDS.

“I call on Member States today to ensure that adolescents are not deprived of their right to health-care services and information,” he added.

* * *

International trade

11 July – The United Nations body entrusted with harmonizing international trade law today adopted a set of model legislative provisions on privately financed infrastructure projects, including awarding concessions and contracts, aimed at curbing the potential for corruption between private investors and public authorities.

The provisions, adopted at the 36th annual session of the UN Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) in Vienna, offer concrete legislative guidance on essential elements of a favourable framework for private investment in public infrastructure.

This includes authority and procedures for awarding infrastructure concessions, financial and contractual arrangements for infrastructure development and operation, termination of contracts and dispute settlement.

“The model provisions may assist in enhancing legal clarity and accountability to curb legislative grey areas that provide opportunities for arbitrariness or corruption in the relationship between private investors and public authorities,” UNCITRAL said in a press release.

The provisions, prepared with the assistance of outside legal experts as well as feedback from members States in two intergovernmental meetings, are an addition to the UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on Privately Financed Infrastructure Projects adopted in 2000.

The Commission comprises 36 Member States elected by the General Assembly and is structured to represent the world’s various geographic regions and its principal economic and legal systems. Members are elected for terms of six years, the terms of half the members expiring every three years. The General Assembly decided that, as from the annual session of the Commission in 2004, its membership would be increased to 60 States.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman

     for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Secretary-General at African Union Summit

           I’ll start off with a round-up of the Secretary-General’s activities in Mozambique.

           He began his final day in Maputo, by attending a working breakfast hosted by President Olusegun Obasanjo of

     Nigeria, and reviewed the progress to date in the fight against AIDS in Africa, and discussed a work plan for the

     coming year.  Speaking to reporters afterward, the Secretary-General said that the officials gathered for the breakfast

     had very useful and constructive discussions, not just on AIDS but also on conflict resolution, economic and social

     development, and the empowerment of women.

           In the afternoon, the Secretary-General visited an AIDS clinic at Matola, on the outskirts of Maputo, which is

     run by the Catholic Order of St. Egidio.  It has done a remarkable job in dealing with mother-to-child transmission of

     HIV.  This clinic houses some 300 HIV-positive pregnant mothers.  Following treatment with anti-retroviral drugs, only

     three out of the 151 babies born at the clinic have been diagnosed as HIV-positive.

           And we got word within the last hour that a baby boy was just born at the clinic, as the Secretary-General was

     visiting.  He met with the mother, telling her that his own name, Kofi, means “a boy born on Friday”.  And, we also just

     got word that the mother did decide to name the boy after the Secretary-General.

           He told the workers at the AIDS clinic, “This is our fight, and let’s all move ahead and win this fight.”

           AIDS was also the subject of some of the bilateral meetings the Secretary-General held in the margins of the

     African Union Summit.  He saw the Executive Director of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),

     Dr. Peter Piot, to discuss tighter coordination between the UN and the Global Fund against AIDS, Malaria and

     Tuberculosis for the most effective use of the increased funds in the fight against AIDS.

           He also met with the Director General of the World Trade Organization, Supachai Panitchpakdi, with whom he

     discussed efforts by multinational pharmaceutical firms to make AIDS medication available at low cost to developing

     countries.  The Secretary-General emphasized that there should be no slippage in this campaign, and he invited Mr.

     Panitchpakdi to join him at a meeting with pharmaceutical executives that the Secretary-General is planning to hold

     later this year.

           The Secretary-General is departing Mozambique as we speak, and is making his way back to New York,

     where we expect him over the weekend.

           **Burundi

           He also met with the Foreign Minister of Burundi, Terence Sinunguruza, on the margins of the African Union

     Summit this afternoon.  The Burundian Minister raised the issue of the bombardment of the capital Bujumbura and the

     failure of a second group, the National Council for the Defence of Democracy-Forces for the Defence of Democracy

     (CNDD-FDD)/Nkurunziza, to honour a ceasefire agreement signed last December.

           Earlier in the day, the Secretary-General also had a one-on-one meeting with his Representative for Burundi,

     Berhanu Dinka.

           On the ground, we’ve received reports of shelling in the capital, which continued yesterday, wounding four

     civilians in the suburbs.  A brief pause in the shelling overnight was short-lived, when fighting resumed around

     mid-morning today.  Most workers have stayed home, and many businesses remain closed again for the second day

     running.

           The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs today expressed its concern for the inaccessible

     populations in the south, particularly in the province of Bujumbura Rural, where closed highways have prevented any

     humanitarian access since renewed fighting began on Monday. 

           The Government has now registered 15,000 displaced persons (IDPs) from the suburbs of the capital, who

     have taken refuge in one of the museums in Bujumbura.  The UN agencies, in cooperation with international

     non-governmental organizations (NGOs), have facilitated the delivery of food, water and shelter to the IDPs.

           **Liberia

           On Liberia, the Secretary-General, when asked by reporters in Maputo about Liberia, said that there had been

     a good discussion among West African leaders about that country, and that he was hopeful that the Economic

     Community of West African States (ECOWAS) would send in troops in the not-too-distant future.

           He also said that he would meet with U.S. President George W. Bush in Washington, D.C., on Monday to

     discuss Liberia, among other issues, adding, “If President Bush were to decide US troops should join the force, I hope

     it wouldn’t take them too long either to join.”

           Meanwhile, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other agencies in Monrovia

     are still struggling to assist tens of thousands of refugees and displaced persons in and around the war–torn capital.

           Following weeks of looting, UNHCR says its operations are hampered by a shortage of vehicles –- most stolen

     –- and a lack of fuel.  Nevertheless, national staff and NGO partners are doing their best to help people scattered

     throughout the Monrovia area, focusing particularly on life–saving activities.  Medical clinics have been set up in various

     locations and an ambulance service is being provided for critical cases.

           According to evacuees interviewed by UNHCR staff in Freetown, most of the 15,000 Sierra Leonean refugees

     in Liberia want to leave the country.  Some of the returnees said they had witnessed various abuses, including rape, by

     soldiers.  They also said that some Sierra Leoneans were unable to leave because they had become separated from

     their children and were trying to find them.

           Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) continued to distribute food to displaced persons sheltered in

     the various parts of the city.  About 40 centres have received food, and WFP is planning to target food distribution to

     more than 180,000 people displaced by the fighting.

           **Iraq

           Turning to Iraq, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, will visit

     Taif, Saudi Arabia, tomorrow to meet Crown Prince Abdullah Bin Abdel Aziz of Saudi Arabia, and other senior Saudi

     officials.

           This is part of Vieira de Mello’s continuing consultations with Iraq’s neighbours on current efforts to assist the

     Iraqi people in creating a stable, democratic and sovereign Iraq.  He intends to visit other neighbouring capitals in due

     course.

           And, as you know, Mr. Vieira de Mello is expected to brief the Security Council in New York on 22 July.

           **Security Council

           Continuing with the Council, the Security Council just held consultations on the Western Sahara this

     morning.  The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, briefed on the latest

     developments.  A draft resolution was introduced for further discussion.

           Following consultations, the Security Council held a formal meeting, during which members unanimously

     adopted resolution 1491 (2003), authorizing a 12-month extension of the stabilization force in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

           **Appeal for Funds

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees is issuing a special appeal, totaling over $14 million, to

     cover unforeseen new developments in seven African countries that have received little international attention.  The

     countries concerned are Chad, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Central African Republic, Rwanda and Republic of the

     Congo.  The problems covered include new displacement, serious flood damage to refugee camps, relocations of

     threatened refugee groups and –- on a more positive note –- two small repatriations of refugees.

           **UNFPA

           Today is World Population Day, and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) is drawing attention to the more than

     one billion people who are between the ages of 10 and 19 -– the largest youth generation in history.  UNFPA Executive

     Director Thoraya Obaid said that too many young people suffer severe consequences because they lack access to

     adequate education and health care.

           Ms. Obaid noted that more than 70,000 teenage girls are married each day, and nearly 40,000 give birth,

     adding, “For these young women, this means an incomplete education, limited opportunities and serious health risks.” 

     Obaid also pointed to the fact that half of all new HIV infections occur among young people.

           In a separate message, the Secretary-General said that one in every six people on earth is an adolescent and

     that decisions by young people “will shape our world and the prospects of future generations”.  He urged that they be

     provided with the information and services they need and deserve.

           We have press releases available upstairs with more information.

           **World Tourism Organization

           In Geneva yesterday, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), during its substantive session, adopted a

     resolution in which it recommends to the General Assembly that the World Tourism Organization become a

     specialized agency of the United Nations; that would be the first new specialized agency to be admitted to the UN

     system since 1985.

           **Cyber School Bus

           A couple of more notes -- the Cyberschool Bus, the UN’s Global teaching Web site, tells us that Ambassador

     Kim Sam-hoon, the Permanent Representative of Korea, will be the new featured diplomat in their “Ask an

     Ambassador” section.

           Students from around the world will have the opportunity, until the end of September, to send questions to

     Ambassador Kim about the Republic of Korea's policies on different global issues.

           The Permanent Representatives of Russia, China and Switzerland have already participated in this

     programme.

           **The Week Ahead at United Nations

           And, today being Friday, we have the Week Ahead for you.

           **Press Conferences This Afternoon

           And lastly, press conferences this afternoon.  Ambassador Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan, Chair of the First

     Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and

     Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, will be here to brief you on the

     week-long meeting, which ends today.

           Then at 3 p.m., the Permanent Mission of New Zealand will be sponsoring a press conference by members of

     the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), who will talk to you about the NGO’s perspective on the

     small arms meeting.

           That is it from me.  Do you have any questions?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What’s the prospect of having the Secretary-General brief us on his trip to Africa and then wrapping

     it up, perhaps with his meeting with Bush?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, you know that the Secretary-General tends to speak to the press when he

     returns to Headquarters after a trip overseas, so we’ll see if you can speak to him when he does return to

     Headquarters whether that’s on Tuesday.  And, I am sure he will speak to journalists on Monday during the trip to

     Washington.  But we’ll make an effort to have him speak to you here as well.  Yes?

           Question:  Any involvement from the UN concerning the formation of the local governments in Iraq?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, as you know, following his

     Security Council mandate, has been listening and talking to Iraqis at all levels of society and has encouraged them to

     participate in a representative government.  So, he has been very much talking to the Iraqis on that issue.

           Question:  Any luck?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, as you probably have seen, we’ve seen reports that, on Sunday, there may be

     an announcement on a governing council for Iraq, which will have some executive powers, but we’ll have to wait until

     Sunday to see if that announcement is actually made.  Anybody else?

           Question:  Are you saying that he was participating with executive power, meaning the United States and

     Great Britain in the formation of the council?

           Associate Spokesman:  Am I saying what, I am sorry?

           Question:  That the Representative of the Secretary-General was participating in these activities to form the

     coalition government?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, unless I am misreading his mandate as derived by the Security Council

     resolution, he was asked to work closely with both the occupying Powers and the Iraqi people, and that’s what he has

     been doing.  I mean, he’s an independent player who has been talking to the Iraqis and working with the occupying

     Powers as he’s mandated.  Yes?

     Question:  Do you have any sort of schedule for the Secretary-General’s day in Washington on Monday?

           Associate Spokesman:  We’ll see if we can have something for you by this afternoon.  Details are still being

     worked out.

           Question:  That was my question as well.  He will return to New York on the weekend and go directly to

     Washington then? 

           Associate Spokesman:  It will be a day trip on Monday, yeah.

           Thank you, very much

                                              * *** *
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