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WORLD NEWS: PCB clean-up will cost 'billions'
By Frances Williams
 Jun 11, 2004

Billions of dollars will be needed over the next 25 years for a global clean-up of polychlorinated biphenyls, toxic chemicals widely used in electrical equipment, the United Nations warned yesterday.

Production of PCBs is now banned under the Stockholm convention on persistent organic pollutants which came into force this year, but many hundreds of thousands of tonnes have been commercially manufactured since 1929. Frances Williams, Geneva
_________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

ENVIRONMENT-URUGUAY:
Eat Fish, but Skip the Liver 

Diana Cariboni 


MONTEVIDEO, Jun 10 (IPS) - In Uruguay's coastal waters, where the Río de la Plata (River Plate) flows into the Atlantic Ocean, ”lead and chrome are the heavy metals with highest concentration in the sediment,” Federico Viana, a biologist with the University of the Republic, told IPS. 

”Chrome is highly toxic. Even at low concentrations it has lethal effects,” said Viana, head of an investigation of heavy metal contamination in fish species along the Montevideo coastline. 

And there are some metals that do not kill, ”but affect reproductive rates, for example, with consequences for the structure of species populations and the aquatic ecosystem,” he added. 

Viana proposed studying the concentration of metals -- copper, zinc and mercury -- in several coastal fish species, many of which are caught by Uruguayan fishing enthusiasts and small fishing operations, and end up on local dinner tables. 

The scientists studied metal content in muscle tissue and in the livers of species such as the corvina, 'pescadilla de calada' (striped weakfish), 'lisa' (striped mullet), 'pejerrey', 'brótola' (codling) and catfish species. 

Viana found concentrations below the suggested maximum limits in the muscles, or meat, of the seven species. But in the livers of the lisa and brótola -- ”the cleansing organ par excellence” -- he found a greater accumulation of copper and zinc. 

Another discovery emerged when the experts took into account the size of the fish. ”We found signs of bioaccumulation, that is, an increase in concentrations of metals the older the fish,” explained Viana. 

”Considering these results, it is possible to eat our fish without running risks associated with heavy metal concentrations,” he said. 

”However, it is recommended to avoid larger fish,” because they manifest a greater presence of heavy metals. It is also recommended that people avoid consuming the livers of these species, he stressed. 

Although consumption of fish organs is not a common practice, ”there are people who eat brótola and corvina organs, which exposes them to levels of contamination that could be harmful to their health,” said Viana. 

To establish the ”acceptable limits”, which are usually adopted as national health standards, Viana had to turn to the Brazilian Health Ministry for information on several heavy metals and their effects on human health, because Uruguay had only established maximum concentrations for mercury. 

The Uruguayan coast is inescapably affected by human activities in Montevideo and Buenos Aires, capital cities on each side of the Rio de la Plata and home to a total of nearly 10 million people as well as industry, sea ports and oil refineries. 

Viana thinks there is greater environmental awareness these days, ”which has led to economic activities being carried out with greater controls and responsibility.” 

Furthermore, he said, the economic recession that has affected Uruguay over the past few years has slowed down industrial activity, and therefore reduced the production of toxic waste. 

The area hardest hit is Montevideo Bay, because ”it acts as a depository of highly contaminated waters from the Miguelete and Pantanoso rivers.” 

Because it is a semi-closed bay, the recharging of its waters from the Río de la Plata is very slow, which favours the accumulation of heavy metals, fossil fuels and organic material in the sediment, he explained. 

According to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 80 percent of marine environment contamination originates from activities on land, such as waste dumping, oil spills, and alteration of coastal habitats. 

Another phenomenon is the introduction of exotic species that are transported in the bilge water of ships arriving from distant ports. 

”All of these factors are present in our coastal system. Industrial contamination is a very important source. And not the least of our problems is that the area rivers have very poor water quality,” said Viana. 

In addition to the very toxic metals, like chrome, others ”have the ability to accumulate and increase their concentration as the animal ages.” Such is the case of mercury, which can be ”bio-magnified”, in other words, it increases as it is passed up through the food chain. 

As a result, ”the last links in the chain are exposed to very high concentrations of toxins,” said the biologist. The last of these links is often humans. 

In studies conducted in the southern zone of Pajas Blancas, the scientists found corvina with deformed spines. ”We don't know the cause, but according to precedents established in other areas, this phenomenon has been attributed to the presence of contaminants in the environment,” Viana said. 

According to UNEP, more than 90 percent of the Earth's living biomass is found in the seas and oceans, and it is estimated that by 2010 around 80 percent of all peoples will live within 100 km of some coast. 

Every year, some 21 million barrels (159 litres each) of petroleum -- a source of heavy metals -- flow into the oceans, originating in street run-off, factory discharge and tanker ships, says UNEP. 

Less than one percent of the marine surface is under some degree of environmental protection, while 11.5 percent of land surface is protected. 

(END/2004)
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Sunday, June 13, 2004
Warming trend chills business

World weather affects economic forecasts

By Craig Wolf
Poughkeepsie Journal

Business is beginning to take a serious look at the controversial issue of global warming. 

And it's not just the business of moviemaking that's looking. The hyperbole of ''The Day After Tomorrow'' notwithstanding, there are those who say that as global temperatures hit new tops, the impact will also hit the bottom line. Then, it will work its way home to your pocketbook. 

One industry that does long-range forecasting of the impact of weather is reinsurance, which is the business of backing up insurance companies when claims go too high for their reserves. 

Swiss Re, one of the globe's giants in this line, said in an annual report on catastrophes this spring that ''there is increasing evidence for a rise in extreme weather events, and hence in insured catastrophe losses.'' 

That's where it comes home to individuals, businesses and institutions. 

''The catastrophic exposure research we do is a standard part of pricing,'' said Thomas Holzheu, a Swiss Re senior economist in New York. ''That is part of the cost component for insurance for homeowners or business insurance policies.'' 

Insurance rates increasing 

Rising property insurance costs generate lots of customer calls, said Lily Huang, a State Farm agent in LaGrange. 

''We get phone calls every day, and we just have to explain to them,'' Huang said. ''They say, 'I never put any claims in; why should my insurance go up?' It's not just you, it's the whole area, the whole company.'' 

Plenty of factors affect insurance rates, including land-use patterns in which people place themselves in harm's way, concentration of development and inflation. 

But Swiss Re -- based in Zurich, Switzerland, and active in 30 countries, including the United States -- has reported on climate change as a significant factor for about 10 years, Holzheu said. 

''Climate change is a phenomenon that is starting to have a major impact on Swiss Re, its partners and our clients,'' company CEO John Coomber said in an announcement about a documentary sponsored by the company. 

''The Great Warming," broadcast on Discovery Channel Canada in April, is slated for broadcast in the U.S. on PBS on a date in October yet to be announced. 

''The question is no longer whether global warming is happening, but how it's going to affect our business, as well as our personal lives,'' Coomber said. 

Tuesday, the Association of British Insurers warned that the extreme weather may triple the value of claims. 

''The number of winter storms in the U.K. has doubled over the past 50 years and the 1990s were the warmest decade since records began,'' reported the BBC. 

Not all scientists attribute extreme weather to global warming caused by human activity. Some cite other causes, such as long-term cycles with natural origins, like rising salt levels in the Atlantic Ocean increasing heat and hurricanes. 

But regardless of the cause, extreme weather costs. 

In a preface to a 1994 report titled ''Global Warming, Element of Risk,'' Swiss Re said, ''the more quickly and radically the global climate changes, the more extreme weather patterns could cause damage. Repercussions could be enormous, with threats posed not only to citizens and enterprises, but also to whole cities and branches of the economy, even entire states and social systems.'' 

Response needed 

The United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiatives said in a 2002 report, ''Climate Change and the Financial Services Industry,'' that climate change will force directors, executives, pension trustees and institutional investors to respond. 

The U.N. report said climate change will also create large emissions-trading markets, catastrophic event bonds and weather-related derivatives. 

Some economic areas will grow, such as the producers of clean power that minimizes emissions of carbon-containing compounds, ''greenhouse gases,'' linked to trapping heat in the atmosphere, or global warming. 

Clean power technologies could generate revenues in the range of $234 billion to $625 billion by 2010, the agency projected. 

One beneficiary could be IBM Corp., at least in the area of supercomputers, a good part of which comes out of Poughkeepsie. 

The University of California at Irvine is using IBM rigs to model extreme situations and try to predict global warming impact up to 300 years into the future. Another system, called ''Blue Sky,'' is at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colo., and another runs at the University of Hawaii in Honolulu, both partly devoted to climate research. 

The Pew Center on Global Climate Change reported study results in April suggesting economic impact could go either way if a moderate rise in temperature occurs, from a 0.7-1 percent gain to a loss of 0.6 to 3 percent in Gross Domestic Product by year 2100. 

But the Pew study authors cautioned that beyond critical thresholds, benefits diminish and reverse, eventually becoming costs. 

Swiss Re said 2003's disasters, which contained numerous severe weather incidents, cost 60,000 lives worldwide, the seventh highest in 30 years, and economic losses of $70 billion. 

It was a wild year of extreme weather. In May, a series of more than 400 tornadoes peppered the Midwest with hail. In Europe, many countries sweated through the hottest summer on record. 

Climate measured over time 

The report cautioned extreme weather events cannot be used to prove or disprove change in climate, which is the sum of all weather over a long period of time. 

However, the authors added, ''An increase in extreme weather events is consistent with the developments that climatologists expect in a warmer climate.'' 

Citing data from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a joint project of the United Nations and the World Meteorological Organization, it noted these statistics: 

- Over the last century, temperature has risen markedly. On average, it's up 0.6 degrees Centigrade, which for the northern hemisphere is the strongest rise in 1,000 years. 

- Levels of the greenhouse gas, methane, or marsh gas, have spiraled 151 percent since 1750. 

- Some climate models predict a rise of from 1.4 degrees to 5.8 degrees Centigrade, or 3 to 10 degrees Fahrenheit, by the end of the 21st century. 

Why does gradual warming cause more extreme weather? 

The logic goes like this. First, warmer temperatures mean more energy at the earth's surface. This raises evaporation rates. The warmer atmosphere also can absorb more water. 

A warmer climate thus has ''a more intensive water cycle and an attendant higher rainfall intensity,'' leading to ''a greater degree of storm activity.'' 

The U.N. report urged investment managers to require greater disclosure from companies on what impacts the global warming trend may have upon them. 

Climate change is already changing parts of the financial world. For example, the United Kingdom now has a ''climate change levy,'' a tax on nonrenewable forms of energy including electricity and gas. It was introduced after the nation committed to reducing greenhouse gases by 12.5 percent as part of the Kyoto Protocols. 

The United States refused to sign the protocols as President Bush complained it exempted large parts of the undeveloped world and said it would damage the nation's economy. He suggested instead a plan in which industry sectors would voluntarily cut emissions in exchange for ''market-based incentives.'' 

American refusal has remained controversial, globally and domestically. 

In announcing the Pew Center's reports, Eileen Claussen, president, said, ''Without near-term action to address climate change, the U.S. is likely to face the need for more expensive and dramatic measures in the future.'' 

Craig Wolf can be reached at cwolf@poughkeepsiejournal.com. 

On the Web 

- For information on a summary of Sigma's report on natural catastrophes and man-made disasters in 2003, go to Swiss Re's Web site at www.swissre.com and find issue No.1, 2004. 

- Pew Center on Global Climate Change: www.pewclimate.org 

- Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change: www.ipcc.ch 

- United Nations Environmental Programme, Finance Initiative: http://unepfi.net 
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 Hallowed Ground Now a Dump; 
Island Nation Running Out of Room for Trash

BYLINE: Charles J. Hanley, Associated Press

DATELINE: TARAWA, Kiribati 

BODY:


On the beach at "Bloody Tarawa," where U.S. Marines died by the hundreds, the broken bottles, crushed boxes and plastic bags are piling up by the millions. 

Rotting under the equatorial sun, the garbage of an open dump is spreading over a section of World War II's Red Beach, a strip of sand hallowed in American military history. 

It's a sign of the crisis of solid waste that threatens to overwhelm the tiny atolls of the Pacific, tropical paradises whose beauty is often marred by layers of debris -- rubbish with nowhere to go. 

Here on Tarawa atoll, a curl of small, narrow and overcrowded coral islands ringing an aquamarine lagoon, the Kiribati government is making slow progress, opening one trash landfill and building another. 

But island governments everywhere say they need more help. 

"We urgently need access to effective and affordable technologies, including recycling equipment, before this issue of wastes becomes critical," Jagdish Koonjul of Mauritius, head of the Alliance of Small Island States said at a U.N. conference in March. 

"Our islands are being 'wasted,' " warned environmental experts from Fiji's University of the South Pacific in a report last fall. 

Sandy, palmy, steamy Kiribati is among the smallest of small island states -- a mere 266 square miles of dry land, often inaccessible, on 32 atolls spread over 2 million square miles of ocean, midway between Hawaii and Australia. 

The shortage of space forces hard choices, like putting the first engineered landfill in a location that had been earmarked for national parkland. 

"For a country like us, who don't have land, we are running out of options," said Tererei Abete-Reema, Kiribati's deputy environment director. 

In 1997, the option was historic Red Beach, on the lagoon side of the Tarawa atoll's Betio island. An area several hundred yards long was designated as a dump. 

Sixty years ago, on Nov. 20, 1943, the U.S. 2nd Marine Division came ashore there to seize Tarawa, in World War II's first major amphibious assault on heavily fortified Japanese positions. 

The Marines' eventual victory was costly: A mistaken landing at low tide left them exposed offshore on the coral reef, under deadly Japanese fire. More than 3,400 Americans were killed or wounded in four days of fighting. Only 146 of 4,800 Japanese troops and Korean laborers survived. 

Bunkers and rusting landing craft still dot the shore and reefs, but history has moved on. The Gilbert Islands, a former British colony, gained independence as Kiribati -- pronounced Ki-ra-bas -- in 1979, to subsist by selling coconut products, aquarium fish and licenses to fishing fleets. The impoverished population, meantime, exploded to today's 98,000. At least 30,000 are jammed onto 282-acre Betio -- pronounced Bay-sho -- many in plywood-and-thatch shacks, with no sewage system, with contaminated groundwater, and with the accumulating garbage of Red Beach. 

"Aluminum cans alone -- they're throwing away 100 tons of aluminum cans a year in Tarawa," said Alice Leney of the Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific, an aid group helping Kiribati manage its waste. 

Plastic bottles, bags and other packaging are piling up just as fast -- at five times the rate of the early 1990s in small island states, the U.N. Environment Program estimates. Even medical waste ends up in the open dumps. 

Islanders blame cultural habit in part. A people who not long ago tossed coconut husks and fish bones out their huts' back doors are now, in effect, doing the same with waste that is not biodegradable -- from beer cans to worn-out vehicles. 

"I live near the sea, and when the pile of garbage outside gets too high, I dump it in the sea," Tenea Taoieta, 29, a fuel depot manager, told a visiting journalist. "Sometimes it washes back up and smells." 

One survey suggested that under half the 6,500 tons of solid waste Tarawa produces each year is carted by town council workers to the government's six surface dumps. Much of the rest -- what isn't burned -- litters the islands in uncontrolled heaps, between houses, along beaches, sometimes to be carried off by the tides and deposited elsewhere. 

To contain the Red Beach overflow, a seawall was built at the dump, with loan money from the Asian Development Bank. 

That continuing, $10 million bank program has also financed the design and building of the two landfills -- one just completed four miles east of Betio on South Tarawa and the other under construction four miles farther east on that larger island. 

The landfill areas, reclaimed from the lagoon, are holes of a few acres each, ringed by sandbagged walls. The plan is to cover each day's deposit of trash with a layer of sand until the hole is filled. 

The first site already has problems: The Japanese construction company did not install a liner in the bottom to keep lagoon water out and to keep contaminants from seeping into the lagoon. 

Planners hope to find a private enterprise to operate the landfills, just as Leney's foundation hopes to interest recyclers in Kiribati's unclaimed aluminum cans, plastic bottles and cardboard. Potential profits may be too small, however, to justify costly recycling technology, and transport costs too great to justify shipping out the castoffs. 

In hopes of laying the groundwork, the foundation has launched a campaign -- "Kaoki Mange!" Gilbertese for "Send the Rubbish Back!" -- and set up collection points for recyclables. 

"We've been trying to build a model for atolls and take it to the Marshall Islands and Tuvalu," Leney said, referring to two nearby island nations. 

In a place so poor and remote, "it won't be easy" to subdue the growing mountains of waste, said Abete-Reema, the environment official. 

"We'll probably stumble," she said. "It took us almost a decade to get this far." 

Scavengers will continue to scramble over odorous mounds at Red Beach, finding poor men's prizes of worn tires or firewood on a narrow piece of real estate that young Americans once bought at the ultimate price. 
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Cronica.

Se  reunen los ministros de salud y medio ambiente de america del sur

13 June 2004

El ministro de Salud, Ginés González García, inaugurará esta semana en Buenos Aires la III Reunión de Ministros de Salud de América del Sur y presidirá el Primer Encuentro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente del Mercosur más Bolivia, Chile y Perú. 

Los Ministros de Salud y Medio Ambiente del Mercosur y sus Estados Asociados -Bolivia, Chile y Perú- mantendrán distintos encuentros a lo largo de la semana con el objetivo de identificar problemas comunes y procurar soluciones compartidas que redunden en una mejora de los problemas de salud de la región. 
Los encuentros comenzarán el miércoles próximo, cuando se lleve a cabo, en el Palacio San Martín de esta ciudad, la Primera Reunión de Ministros de Medio Ambiente del Mercosur y Estados Asociados. 
En ésta participará el titular de la cartera sanitaria y el Director Ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Topfer, informó el Ministerio mediante un comunicado de prensa. 
Estarán presentes además el Secretario de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable del Ministerio de Salud, Atilio Savino; la ministro de Medio Ambiente de Brasil, María Osmarina Marina Da Silva de Souza Vaz de Lima; el ministro secretario ejecutivo de Ambiente del Paraguay, Alfredo Molinas Maldonado; el ministro de Vivienda, Ordenamiento Territorial y Medio Ambiente del Uruguay, Saúl Irureta Saralegui; y el subsecretario general de la Presidencia de Chile, Rodrigo Egaña Baraona. 
Los funcionarios abordarán la producción sustentable como generadora de oportunidades y analizarán un Proyecto de Complementación del Programa de Foros de Competitividad de las Cadenas Productivas. 
Además, armonizarán una posición común sobre cambio climático y trabajarán en una Declaración en Común sobre Conservación y Uso Eficiente de la Energía. 
El miércoles a las 17.15, en un hotel de Arroyo al 800, se llevará a cabo una conferencia de prensa con motivo de dar lectura a las conclusiones finales del cónclave. 
Por otra parte, el jueves próximo se realizará la XVI Reunión de Ministros de Salud del Mercosur y Estados Asociados en el Palacio San Martín. 
Entre los varios temas que discutirán los funcionarios, se destacan el control y prevención del dengue, estrategia regional para el control del tabaco, política de salud sexual y reproductiva, política de medicamentos y sistemas de información de las distintas naciones. 
Por último, el viernes venidero, González García inaugurará la III Reunión de Ministros de Salud de América del Sur, un foro que se ha vuelto un interesante ámbito para que los países que integran el bloque identifiquen problemas comunes y encuentren soluciones que mejoren el estado de la salud de sus habitantes. 
Los temas clave seleccionados para debatir son la política antitabáquica, sobre la cual los funcionarios acordarán involucrar a los actores parlamentarios y a la sociedad civil para la Ratificación del Convenio Marco y en medidas legislativas tendientes a su implementación; y la política de medicamentos, acerca de la cual debatirán estrategias regionales para propiciar el acceso a los mismos, y la negociación regional por el precio de los antiretrovirales y su réplica a otros insumos críticos. 
Asimismo, discutirán acerca de las lecciones aprendidas en sus territorios sobre Atención Primaria de la Salud (APS) y el estado de avance de los países de América del Sur para el cumplimiento de los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio. 


_________________________________________________________________________________________
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La conferencia de océanos de la onu no se ha comprometido con la protección de las profundidades mar
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'Ayer terminó la reunión de la Organización de Naciones Unidas (ONU) en la que se ha realizado un proceso consultivo sobre los Océanos y la Ley del Mar (UNICPOLOS). En esta reunión, previa a la Asamblea General de ONU en noviembre, Greenpeace, junto a muchas otras organizaciones pedía un compromiso para proteger los montes submarinos, a través de una moratoria sobre la pesca de arrastre de profundidad. Greenpeace ya demandó a la ONU esta protección con una acción en la Sagrada Familia, cuando el Programa de Naciones Unidas estaba reunido en Barcelona, el pasado 4 de junio, víspera del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente. Sin embargo, la ONU sigue sin comprometerse con la protección de la última frontera desconocida de nuestro planeta: las profundidades marinas. 

Tras una semana de deliberaciones no ha prosperado la propuesta sugerida por la presidencia de la reunión que había demandado una moratoria sobre la pesca de arrastre de profundidad en aguas internacionales, tal y como habían solicitado las ONG ambientalistas y países de todos los puntos del planeta, como Noruega, Costa Rica o Tailandia. A pesar de las evidencias científicas de que este arte de pesca es el responsable del 95% del daño causado a la biodiversidad de las profundidades marinas, Islandia y Japón han bloqueado la propuesta debido a la presión ejercida por sus respectivos Ministerios de Pesca. La medida ha sido finalmente reemplazada por una débil recomendación a los estados para que estos "consideren caso por caso, y siempre que haya evidencias científicas, una prohibición interina sobre prácticas destructivas ejercidas por barcos bajo su jurisdicción que actúen en aguas internacionales".En la práctica, esto significa que la pesca de arrastre seguirá llevándose a cabo porque los gobiernos han rechazado las evidencias científicas existentes. A pesar de que todos los países han reconocido que hay que actuar con urgencia, no se ha dado ningún paso significativo. 

"Delegaciones gubernamentales de todo el mundo, reunidas esta semana en Nueva York han perdido una oportunidad crucial para detener la destrucción de los fondos marinos" ha declarado María José Caballero, una de las portavoces de la coalición ecologista que ha asistido a la reunión de la ONU. (1) 

El debate se ha desarrollado dentro del Proceso Consultivo Informal sobre los Océanos y el Derecho del Mar de Naciones Unidas (UNICPOLOS en sus siglas inglesas), que anualmente elabora recomendaciones para proteger los océanos a la Asamblea General de Naciones Unidas y que este año se celebrará en noviembre. 

"Resulta decepcionante que el arrastre de profundidad continúe sin regularse a pesar del apoyo de muchos países para terminar con esta práctica devastadora" -añadió María José Caballero-"En Nueva York hemos tenido conocimiento de que el Ministerio de Medio Ambiente ha tenido una posición muy progresista y ha apoyado la moratoria, sin embargo, parece que el Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación defiende la continuación de la devastación de los fondos marinos. Vamos a continuar trabajando para que las Naciones Unidas cumplan con su responsabilidad y protejan las profundidades marinas decretando una moratoria sobre el arrastre de profundidad".'
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

China Daily

The sun, a solution to Africa's power shortage
2004-06-12 07:07


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa: What had been the star of the world summit on sustainable energy two years ago in Johannesburg can be seen next to the highway to Pretoria. 

A huge solar collector gleams in the sun on the grounds of the South African Development Bank. But the technology has a flaw: The round disc is rarely correctly positioned, so that it usually points earthwards, rather than towards the sun as it is supposed to do. 

The solar collector, looking like some kind of monument, actually could be seen as a symbol of the application of solar energy technology in Africa. Visitors often wonder why the rooftops on a continent so greatly bathed in sunshine do not have more solar cells. 

"Only those people who have a lot of money can afford it," is the explanation given by David Otieno of the Kenyan environmental group Solarnet in Kenya. 

He says an estimated 200,000 households do use solar power. It costs at least 500 euros (US$600) for the investment in the equipment to convert sunshine into energy - about one-half a person's average annual income in Kenya. 

"It is above all radios, TV sets and mobile phone rechargers which are operated on solar power," Otieno said. 

"But the potential for this form of energy is far from being exhausted." 

This is also the view of Beate Baethke, solar energy expert for the German investment and development company DEG. 

"In southern Namibia there have been measurements showing that just through the sun's radiation alone 3,000 kilowatt-hours could be produced annually per one square metre," she said. "This is several times over the levels found in California." 

It is no wonder, then, that the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is pushing the use of solar energy in Africa. 

For three years UNEP has been gathering data in the research of the continent's solar and wind power potential. 

In many parts of Africa, solar energy does not even have to compete against conventional power sources as is the case in Europe. 

Electricity networks often do not extend beyond a city's boundaries. 

"The question here is not 'solar power or coal,' but rather 'solar power or no electricity?,'" commented UNEP energy expert Eric Usher. 

In Zambia, for example, only about 5 per cent of the population has electricity, with solar power conversion the most widely used source. Botswana, by contrast, is the leader in tapping solar energy in order to heat water. 

"There is scarcely a public building there in which the warm water has not been heated by the sun," said Usher. 

In South Africa, Germany is promoting the electrification of remote regions. 

Under a 15.8 million euro (US$ 19.1 million) loan, work began in May 2002 to provide 27,000 households, schools and health clinics with solar power. 

Prior to that, the European Union had invested 12.5 million euros (US$ 15.1 million) in solar energy, the aim to provide 1,000 rural schools with electricity for the first time ever. 

But the project suffered a setback due to theft of equipment and above all vandalism. 

Professor Linda Chisolm of South Africa's national research council HSRC cites a further reason for the difficult position of solar power in Africa. 

"There are indications that solar facilities are regarded as a second-class source of electricity in many rural regions, and that they are seen as too weak and too expensive while blocking the greatly desired access to electric power grids," she said. 

Besides such problems of acceptance, many experts also regard the conventional power concerns as an obstacle, and the same applies to governments' unwillingness to try out alternative energy sources. 

"The politicians want to protect the old state monopolies," says Otieno of Solarnet in Kenya. "For many governments in Africa, solar energy is something suspicious." But he says there is some hope. In Kenya, solar collectors come tax-free, and further accessories are also soon to be made exempt from taxes. 

Namibia is also going down some new paths, says Beate Baethke. "There, state-recognized technicians can make applications for their customers, and then they receive subsidies," she said. 

Above all, farms with no link to the Namibian electricity grid are more and more augmenting their diesel-powered generators with photovoltaic facilities.

China Daily
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Young Students Use Water Monitoring Project to Learn About Mayflies, pH and Each Other



From UNEP Regional Office for North America
Friday, June 11, 2004

WASHINGTON, D.C./HOBOKEN, New Jersey -- 11 June 2004 -- For the past two months or so, some 4,000 students from 18 countries have teamed up to test local freshwater sources, and learn from each other, under a unique science education project developed by the Stevens Institute of Technology. 

Designed to compare the water quality of local rivers, streams, lakes or ponds with other freshwater sources around the world, the project provides young scientists with a window on distant parts of the world through the Internet, with its wealth of reference materials, online discussion groups and the project's eye-catching photo and video galleries.

The Global Water Sampling Project, first undertaken in 1995, and supported more recently by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), is implemented twice yearly -- in 2004, from late March through this week, to coincide with the observance of World Environment Day, and again from mid-September through November.

The students, who range in age from 6 to 18, have been able to work together via the Internet and conduct real-world scientific investigations. They are asked to assess the quality of water based on analysis of the physical characteristics, chemical substances and the identified macroscopic life -- the scuds, mayflies and bristle worms of the world.

They have also been able to share stories about their local community's water, how it is used, and how it may be misused. Most importantly, they are asked to look for the relationships, trends, similarities and differences among the data collected by all their fellow young scientists.

The Project, developed by the Stevens Institute's Center for Innovation in Engineering and Science Education (CIESE), has three related, but age-appropriate, levels. 

In "Bucket Buddies", the youngest students, from age 6 to 11, investigate the ponds near their schools to identify the local freshwater macro-invertebrates, such as mayflies and snails, which are visible without the aid of a microscope. The students then share what they find with the other project participants around the world and see if they found the same organisms. (See http://www.k12science.org/curriculum/bucketproj/)

In "Take a Dip: The Water In Our Lives", students from ages 9 to 12 test and compare the water qualities of local freshwater sources with those of others around the world, analysing the basic physical characteristics and chemical substances, in addition to identifying the small organisms found there. (See http://www.k12science.org/curriculum/dipproj/en/).

In "The Global Water Sampling Project", high school students perform assessments similar to those intended for younger age groups, but at a more advanced level. Students submit data (temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, nitrates, phosphates, etc.) to the project web site and the results are posted in a database for all participants to examine. During the project, students discuss their questions, findings and theories with other participants. (See http://www.k12science.org/curriculum/waterproj/)

At all three levels, students look for relationships and trends among the collected data. For the past week or so, each participating group has begun posting their conclusions in a final report on the respective project's website. 

But the project is not just about classroom laboratories and local field trips. The website also provides teachers with extensive classroom materials, not just in the related areas of earth and environmental sciences and chemistry, but also in mathematics, language arts and the social sciences. It also encourages the more advanced students to make the link between local water conditions and local water policy-making, identifying some basic public awareness and political action tools. 

CIESE and UNEP have agreed that the final reports of each school's project will be posted on both organization's website each June in connection with the annual observance of World Environment Day (5 June).


Notes: The 18 countries involved in the most recent phase of the project are: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, Colombia, England, Guyana, India, Iran, Mexico, New Zealand, Nigeria, Peru, Poland, Romania, Scotland and the United States.

CIESE was established in 1988 to help bring the Stevens' technology experience to the K-12 sector. The Center has pioneered the development of award-winning, Internet-based lessons for schoolchildren. It has already helped train more than 20,000 teachers of more than a quarter of a million children in the United States and abroad. Stevens Institute for Technology, founded in 1870, offers baccalaureate, Master's and doctoral degrees in engineering, science, computer science, management and technology management, as well as a baccalaureate in the humanities and liberal arts. Additional information may be obtained from its web page at www.stevens.edu.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was established in 1972 and is based in Nairobi, Kenya, with regional and specialized offices around the world, including in Washington and New York. It provides the voice for the environment within the United Nations system. With the slogan "Environment for Development", UNEP aims to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. Additional information may be obtained from its web page at www.unep.org.

For more information, please contact:

At Stevens Institute of Technology: 
Joshua Koen 
Internet Science Education & Latin American Program Specialist 
Center for Innovation in Engineering and Science Education (CIESE) 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
Castle Point on Hudson 
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel: 1-201-216-5045
Fax: 1-201-216-8069
E-mail: jkoen@stevens.edu
http://www.k12science.org

At the United Nations Environment Programme: 
Brennan Van Dyke, Director 
Regional Office for North America 
United Nations Environment Programme 
1707 H Street, NW #300 
Washington, DC 20006
Tel: 1-202-785-0465
Fax: 1-202-785-2096
E-mail: bvd@rona.unep.org
http://www.rona.unep.org
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Canada should be a leader on global warming
DAVID CRANE

COLOGNE, GERMANY—A conference on climate change provides an interesting backdrop against which to watch the apocalyptic science-fiction movie The Day After Tomorrow. This is exactly what the organizers of Carbon Expo arranged here this week. 

You sort of wished that Conservative Leader Stephen Harper had been in the theatre, given his rejection of the Kyoto Accord. 

While the movie, with its spectacular special effects, presents a highly exaggerated view of what may lie ahead as a result of climate change, the reality is that climate change is a long-term threat to future generations and we need to accelerate the move to a low-carbon world now. 

This is, in fact, one of those issues where there is a clear dividing line between the Liberals and Conservatives in the current federal election campaign. It is also an issue, perhaps more than any other, which should encourage young people to actually vote. They and their own children will feel the effects. 

The government of Jean Chrétien ratified the Kyoto Accord last year, with Martin voting in favour, although it dragged its feet in setting out an implementation plan. There are still gaps on how Canada is to achieve its target of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 6 per cent from their 1990 levels by 2008-2012. 

But Harper is dead set against Kyoto. He claims that the Kyoto Accord is "the worst international agreement this country has ever signed." And, he says, "we don't support implementation of the Kyoto targets. We think they are unfair and unrealistic." 

Harper would cut government funding to fight climate change and, given his harsh criticisms, presumably would follow the lead of U.S. President George W. Bush and pull Canada out of Kyoto. 

Yet as this week's Carbon Expo — sponsored by the World Bank, the International Emissions Trading Association and the Cologne Trade Fair — here showed, there's considerable activity now under way, and this in turn is unleashing a great deal of private sector activity, some of it involving Canadian companies. 

The conference, the first of its kind on emissions trading and the emerging global carbon market, brought buyers and sellers of global emissions reductions together. 

The market is currently less than $1 billion (U.S.), but is projected to reach $10 billion by 2007, according to Point Carbon, one of the many consultancies spawned by this market. 

Some Canadian companies are active as members of the International Emissions Trading Association, headquartered in Geneva, but with offices in Brussels and Toronto. The association is promoting the establishment and use of emissions trading systems. 

The Canadian members include Alcan, B.C. Hydro, Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP, EnCana Corp., MacLeod Dixon LLP, Nexen Inc., Ontario Power Generation, Suncor Energy Inc., TransAlta Corp. and Trans- Canada Corp. The association is headed by a Canadian, Andrei Marcu, and one of the two vice chairs is David Findlay, an executive at DuPont Canada. 

Some are also members of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, which is playing a leadership role in helping businesses establish credible and workable accounting and reporting standards for greenhouse gas emissions and include Alcan, B.C. Hydro, Noranda, Ontario Power Generation, Petro-Canada, Suncor Energy and TransAlta. 

The business council's mission is to help prepare business for a low-carbon world. 

"Climate change," it says, "is a global challenge requiring a global solution," underlining the importance of governments providing a clear global framework. 

Although the Bush administration's abrupt unilateral abandonment of the Kyoto Accord was a setback, it now appears Russia will ratify the accord, meaning it will come into force. Russian President Vladimir Putin has indicated his support and as Mikhail Rogankov, an executive with Russian industry's Carbon Fund, said here, "Putin is not a man who will take back his word." 

Earlier this month, an International Conference on Renewable Energies was held in nearby Bonn. And next week, delegates from the 188 participating countries in the United Nations Climate Change Convention will meet in Bonn to prepare for a major ministerial conference on climate change to be held in December in Argentina. 

With global energy demand expected to increase some 66 per cent by 2030, there will be clear threats to the environment that make addressing the challenge of climate change even more imperative. 

It would be unfortunate and irresponsible if Canada, which deservedly or otherwise is seen as a country that values the environment, were to withdraw from the world's most important environmental challenge. We should be a leader in dealing with climate change, not a whiner. 



David Crane's column appears on Wednesday and Saturday. He can be reached by fax at 416-926-8048 or at crane@interlog.com.
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Eco-tourism fades away in Hong Kong

The former British colony is now attracting mostly mainland Chinese for shopping, rather than Westerners interested in natural attractions 


AFP , Hong Kong 
Saturday, Jun 12, 2004,Page 16 

	



	Tourists take photos of humpback dolphins, locally known as ``pink dolphins,'' on a eco-tour boat in Hong Kong waters.
PHOTO: AFP


Five years ago, nature-tour guide Martin Williams would witness hundreds of foreign visitors taking organized tours around Hong Kong's little-known ancient villages and hidden natural gems. 

These days, however, the tours take just a handful of people. 

"The last time I saw one of the tours, they were having trouble filling a mini-van," Williams said. 

At the same time, tiny uninhabited islands -- of which Hong Kong has hundreds -- are being inundated by pleasure boats disgorging visitors onto often fragile ecosystems ill-suited to such invasions. 

For Williams and Hong Kong's small band of like-minded tour operators, eco-tourism here is in a mess. 

Changing tourist trends, low investment and poor official recognition are not only damaging business, they are also damaging the environment. 

"It's pretty grim, actually," complained Lew Young who manages the government-operated Mai Po Marsh bird and nature sanctuary. "There is no coordination -- and the environment is suffering as a result." 

Hong Kong boasts a surprisingly rich hinterland beyond the glitz and neon that characterize it in tour brochures. 

The famous urban areas of Hong Kong Island and Kowloon account for just 97 of the territory's 1,098km2, the rest being mostly scenic tropical forest fringed by sandy shores. 

However, environmentalists fear for the greenlands' future as viable, and even viewable, tourist sites. 

The chief problem is dwindling interest. 

"The new wave of tourists, mainland Chinese, are just not interested in the cultural or ecological side of Hong Kong," says Williams, a long-time nature guide. "They only come here for the shopping." 

Hong Kong's leading dolphin-watch company has the same problem. 

"Our customers used to be mostly Japanese and Western," said Janet Walker, senior tour coordinator of Hong Kong Dolphin Watch. "Now we get hardly any Japanese, the numbers of Westerners have dropped and mainlanders just don't seem to be interested." 

Since Hong Kong reverted to Chinese rule in 1997, authorities have concentrated on tapping the lucrative and growing mainland tourism market. 

Once-Draconian travel restrictions have been lifted to allow more Chinese in and legislation has been passed allowing mainlanders to enter as individual travelers rather than in tour groups. 

The result has been a huge increase in mainland visitors: In March, 57 percent of visitors came from China compared with 18.1 percent in 1990. 

Coincidentally, Western tourist numbers have dropped: Visitors from Europe, the Americas and Australasia accounted for just 13 percent of arrivals in March 2004, compared with 33 percent in 1990. 

"What we have isn't so different to what they can see at home," says Williams, whose First Step Nature Tours, one of a handful of licensed eco-tourism operations in Hong Kong, has been forced to pull down the shutters due to falling demand. 

"If you look at the brochures, Hong Kong is never portrayed to overseas tourists as a place for nature lovers -- it's just the shopping that is promoted," Williams said. 

But the Hong Kong Tourism Board defended the its promotions policy. 

"Shopping is a 'must do' item in the itineraries of visitors from mainland China," said a spokeswoman. "They believe they can enjoy quality shopping in Hong Kong." 

The resulting fall in income has forced established operators to push up their prices, spawning fly-by-night unlicensed or untrained operators offering cheaper excursions, something that worries Mai Po's Young. 

"They are not trained and don't know how best to approach the flora and fauna," he said. "They go too close to the dolphins or blaze through the country. It's not good for the reputation of the industry either." 

He believes Hong Kong is locked in a vicious cycle of trying to attract low-income visitors to facilities that require high levels of maintenance. 

"Boat operators are also ruining some of the smaller islands, by taking dozens of people to places that are hopelessly unable to cope with such invasions. There should be a rethink of how eco-tourism is promoted." 

The Tourism Board, however, stressed it would continue promoting present eco-tours. 

"Green tourism is one of the strengths that we always emphasize," the spokeswoman said. 

ENS

G8 Nations to Stem Nuclear Proliferation, Encourage Recycling 
SAVANNAH, Georgia, June 11, 2004 (ENS) - While much of this year's G8 summit on Sea Island, Georgia concerned Iraq and combatting terrorism, the leaders of the world's eight most industrialized nations signed off on several measures to safeguard the environment and stop the spread of nuclear materials. The leaders of the United States, Germany, France, Japan, Italy, Canada, United Kingdom, and Russia pledged to reduce waste, encourage recycling, and reduce trade barriers for recycled and remanufactured products. 
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Clockwise from rear center: U.S. President George W. Bush, Russian President Vladimir Putin, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, European Council President Bertie Ahern, European Commission President Romano Prodi, Canadian Prime Minister Paul Maritn, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, British Prime Minister Tony Blair and French President Jacques Chirac. (Photo courtesy the White House)
Winding up their meeting on Thursday, the G8 leaders adopted an action plan on nuclear nonproliferation that advances what they called "an ambitious global nonproliferation agenda." 

President George W. Bush said, "G8 nations have agreed to my proposal to establish a special committee within the International Atomic Energy Agency that will focus intensively on safeguards and verification. We're calling on all nations to sign and implement the additional protocol which will expand the IAEA's ability to inspect nuclear activities and facilities." 

"We agreed that over the next year, our nations will not initiate any new transfers of uranium enrichment and reprocessing technology to additional nations, as we work toward a permanent means to keep these materials out of the hands of outlaw nations seeking nuclear weapons," the President said. 

"And the G8 agreed for the first time," he said, "to take concrete steps to expand national and international capabilities to prevent, protect, and respond to attacks with biological weapons." 

The G8 Leaders committed to: 

· Expand the work of the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI), which now includes all G8 members, to disrupt and dismantle proliferation networks, such as that of A.Q. Khan, and coordinate enforcement efforts

· Refrain for one year from initiating new transfers of enrichment and reprocessing equipment and technology to additional states, while working to implement permanent controls before the 2005 G8 Summit to keep this equipment from terrorists or states seeking to use it to manufacture nuclear weapons.

· Support full implementation of the U.N. Security Council Resolution 1540 to criminalize proliferation activities, establish effective export controls, and protect proliferation-sensitive materials. The resolution was proposed by President Bush in September 2003, and passed unanimously in April 2004. 

The G8 leaders said they will strengthen International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) by supporting universal adoption of the IAEA Additional Protocol, which expands the UN agency's tools to verify nuclear activity, and making it an essential new standard for nuclear supply. 

President George W. Bush (left) shakes hands with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Sea Island G8 summit. (Photo courtesy the White House)
The leaders support establishment of a new Special Committee of the IAEA Board of Governors to focus on safeguards and verification; and they urged states under IAEA investigation not to participate in decisions regarding their cases. 

The G8 agreed to expand the Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction by welcoming Australia, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Ireland, New Zealand, and the Republic of Korea as new donors and reaffirming the commitment to provide up to $20 billion for the Global Partnership through 2012. 

They will be working to bring other former Soviet states into the Global Partnership, and using the Global Partnership to coordinate nonproliferation projects in Libya, Iraq, and other countries. 

Three countries were considered to be "nonproliferation challenges" that the G8 leaders stated common positions on: 

· North Korea : the G8 called for the complete, verifiable, and irreversible dismantlement of North Korea 's nuclear programs, and expressed support for the Six-Party Process. 

· Iran : the G8 were united in urging Iran to comply fully with its Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty obligations and all IAEA Board requirements. 

· Libya : the G8 welcomed Libya 's strategic decision to eliminate its WMD and longer-range missile programs. 

And for the first time, the G8 declared that they will take concerted action against bioterrorism and radiological weapons. They intend to expand and improve national and international capabilities to detect, prevent, and respond to biological attacks. And they will be strengthening export and import controls on radioactive sources that could be used to make a "dirty bomb," they stated. 

The G8 leaders met with the heads of government from six African nations to discuss their ongoing work to improve health care, institute reform and build prosperity for their peoples, as reflected in their commitment to the New Partnership for Africa's Development. 

Wrapping up the summit, President Bush told reporters Thursday, "We moved forward on our common efforts to make the world not only safer, but better. We launched a new effort to train and equip 75,000 peacekeepers over the next five years to help bring stability and security to troubled regions, with an initial focus on the continent of Africa. 

The G8 agreed to establish the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise to accelerate the efforts of scientists to defeat HIV/AIDS, and pledged to rid the world of polio, which this year surged back into African countries from which it had been eradicated. 

The G8 leaders pledged to break the cycle of famine in the Horn of Africa where civil strife, and cycles of drought and flooding have created an ongoing sitution of food insecurity. 

"Over the long-term," said President Bush, "trade is the most certain path to lasting prosperity. Free and fair trade is the key engine of growth in the world. And as with spur growth in our own countries, we must continue to reduce the trade barriers that are an obstacle to growth in the developing world." 

"G8 nations reaffirmed our commitment to the success of the Doha Round of WTO trade negotiations," the President said. "We directed our trade ministers to take action to get the negotiations back on track toward a successful conclusion." 

The G8 leaders say they will launch a plan in 2005 that will encourage the more efficient use of resources and materials. 

The "Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle Initiative" will seek to reduce waste, encourage recycling, reduce barriers to trade in goods and materials for recycled and remanufactured products, and promote science and technology on these transformation technologies, the G8 said in a statement issued Thursday. 

President George W. Bush and Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi stop for photographs before their working lunch on Sea Island Tuesday. (Photo courtesy The White House)
The initiative will be formally launched next spring at a ministerial meeting hosted by the government of Japan. 

The leaders will encourage their peoples to reduce waste, reuse and recycle resources and products "to the extent economically feasible," they said in a statement. They pledged to promote science and technology that will further the 3Rs. 

They stated their intention to reduce barriers to the international flow of goods and materials for recycling and remanufacturing, recycled and remanufactured products, and cleaner, more efficient technologies, as long as these measures are consistent with existing environmental and trade obligations. 

Cooperation among central governments, local governments, the private sector, NGOs and communities will be encouraged, including voluntary and market-based activities. 

These leaders of wealthy countries promised to cooperate with developing countries in such areas as capacity building, raising public awareness, human resource development and implementation of recycling projects. 

The leaders noted progress made over the last year on their previous commitments to encourage cleaner and more efficient energy, eliminate trade barriers to environmental goods and services, and provide global solutions to global agricultural problems. 

In the year since their last summit at Evian, France in 2003, the G8 leaders said they have made progress towards sustainability. 

They have: 

  Launched the International Partnership for a Hydrogen Economy (IPHE). Developing and implementing IPHE Implementation-Liaison Committee work plan.

  Launched the Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum (CSLF).

  Working to approve first set of CSLF projects, taking into account environmental assessments, and various countries' developing or supporting complementary technologies for low emission or zero emission coal-fired power plants.

  Supported and advanced international cooperation to facilitate wider use of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies through such initiatives as the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) and the Bonn International Conference for Renewable Energies. 

  Those countries that will continue to use nuclear energy and that are members of the Generation IV International Forum (GIF) drafted multilateral arrangements on next-generation nuclear energy technologies. Work continuing on six high priority next generation nuclear energy systems. 

The leaders said they intend to work ongoing through the World Trade Organization's Doha Development Agenda to reduce or eliminate trade barriers to environmental goods and services. 

The Global Observation System is considered a powerful tool for gathering environmental information. In the year since the last G8 summit, much has been done. 

  They have held the First and Second Earth Observation Summits and adopted a Framework document on a Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). 

The G8 nations, among other countries, are planning to adopt a final 10 year strategic implementation plan on GEOSS at the Third Earth Observation Summit in 2005 and are working to identify the international mechanism to pr

ovide coordination and oversight for a Global Earth Observation System of Systems. In matters of agriculture and biodiversity, the leaders say they have made progress such the Evian Summit. They have:

· Provided technical solutions to global agricultural problems at the Ministerial Conference and Expo on Agriculture Science and Technology. Action on partnerships, policies and applications are planned for the Ministerial Conference on Harnessing Science and Technology to Improve Agricultural Productivity in Africa. 

· Partnered with the Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research, African Agricultural Technology Forum, and other existing structures at different levels, to improve agricultural technology use and productivity in Africa and other poor regions so as to promote "hardier crops for healthier people" respecting biodiversity protection. 

· Brought the International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture into force. Seeking to accelerate negotiations over a standard material transfer agreement to facilitate the treaty's implementation. 

· Made preparations for the Paris Conference on Biodiversity to be held in January 2005. 

· Promoted sustainable forest management and control of illegal logging through Asia Forest Partnership, Congo Basin Forest Partnership among others. 

The G8 began with a 1975 Summit in France of six countries - France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States. Canada joined the group at the San Juan Summit of 1976, and the European Community began participation at the London Summit of 1977. Starting with the 1994 Naples Summit, Russia attended the political sessions and at the 1998 Birmingham Summit, Russia began participating in all sessions. 

The Presidency of the G8, and responsibility of hosting the G8 Summit, rotates each year. Italy hosted the G8 Summit in Genoa in 2001, Canada hosted in Kananaskis in 2002, and France hosted in Evian in 2003. The United Kingdom will host the G8 Summit in 2005 and Russia will host in 2006.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UK charged with nuclear 'fudge' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


One of the UK's foremost environmental thinkers, Sir Crispin Tickell, has accused British politicians of failing to give a lead on nuclear energy. 
Sir Crispin said nuclear power ought to enjoy comparison with "other forms of renewable energy" in making policy. 

By intensifying natural climate change, he said, humans were pushing the Earth beyond its normal limits of tolerance. 

Unless we changed both our thinking and our behaviour, we, like almost all other species, would face extinction. 

Treaty hopes 
Sir Crispin, formerly UK ambassador to the United Nations and warden of Green College, Oxford, was speaking at a conference on global change. 

It was organised by Professor James Lovelock, another well-known environment scientist, who last month urged the nuclear option. 

When it comes to protecting the environment, the hardest thing we have to do is to find new ways of thinking 
Sir Crispin Tickell 

While it was hard to distinguish natural from human-caused processes, Sir Crispin said, "there is now a commanding consensus that human activities are having a significant if not decisive effect" in altering the climate. 

He said there was still momentum in the Kyoto Protocol, the international climate treaty, "despite wilful US obstructiveness and Russian prevarication". 

With limited reserves of fossil fuels, "the recent steep rise in prices for whatever reasons should be broadly welcomed as a useful warning of things to come". 

So a switch to alternative energy sources was vital, and existing technologies - like solar, wind, biomass and tidal power - deserved much more support than they had received so far. 

Looking for a lead 
Last year, Sir Crispin said, he had chaired a group at Chatham House (the Royal Institute of International Affairs) looking into the nuclear industry's prospects, and he spoke in the light of his experience then. 

He said: "I reproach this government and its predecessor for not putting more effort and resources into coping with the problems of high-level waste. 

"Next I reproach them for fudging nuclear issues. I believe the word 'nuclear' is now banned from No 10 Downing Street. 

"One of the conclusions of the Chatham House study was that public opinion was persuadable if anyone wanted to persuade it." 

He said the UK should be investing in new fusion technology in the Iter project, the world's biggest nuclear fusion reactor, and should decide soon whether to build it in France or Japan. 

Sir Crispin said: "The problems of true cost, safety, proliferation, security, risk and the rest should be examined in a complete overall assessment of nuclear against other forms of renewable energy to lay a proper foundation for debate and future policy." 

Stark choice 
Referring to people's objections to increases in the price of petrol and diesel, Sir Crispin said: "We do not want a repeat of the ridiculous fuel protests in 2000 to which the government failed to respond with effective arguments. 

"If the government turns jelly-kneed this time, we can truly despair... All over the world people have to change their ways and remodel their thinking. 

"Otherwise Nature will do what she has done to over 99% of species that have ever lived, and do the job for us." 

Sir Crispin, a former adviser to several British governments on environment and sustainable development, told BBC News Online: "When it comes to protecting the environment, the hardest thing we have to do is to find new ways of thinking." 
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Great Lakes under siege from invasive species


ASSOCIATED PRESS
MINNEAPOLIS - Vast populations of foreign fish, mussels and other creatures have invaded and damaged the Great Lakes in the past few decades, creating a more difficult problem than the industrial contamination that fouled the lakes in the 1960s, the Star Tribune reported today.

The invasion began in the early 1800s, but accelerated after the St. Lawrence Seaway opened the lakes to oceangoing ships in 1959. More than 40 percent of the 179 alien species have been documented since then, with most arriving by ship from Europe or Asia, according to research data analyzed by the newspaper.

A new invader is identified in the lakes about every seven months, faster than scientists can study them.

Henry Regier, a professor emeritus of zoology and environmental studies at the University of Toronto, describes the Great Lakes basin as "a sick system." In 50 years of studying the lakes, he said, he has never seen such dramatic changes.

Professor James Carlton, director of the Maritime Studies Program at Williams College in Mystic, Conn., said the lakes have been permanently modified "on one of the greatest scales in any aquatic environment in the world."

Unlike industrial pollution, much of the new damage is nearly invisible, hidden in the lakes' murky depths. Yet biologists who study lakes say the evidence is mounting that the unintended introductions of species from around the world could soon dominate the lakes' ecology.

On the shores of Lake Erie, the destruction can be seen in the deaths of birds who have eaten the round goby, a 4- to 6-inch European fish with bulging eyes that has found a new home in the Great Lakes.

Often the meal is a death sentence. More than 50,000 loons and other birds died after eating gobies over the past five years -- victims of poisoning. Scientists say the gobies become toxic food by ingesting quagga mussels, another recent invader from Europe, which accumulate botulinus toxin from the lake bottom.

So many dead birds have washed ashore during recent fall migrations that beach patrols hauled them away with ATVs and flatbed trucks.

A critical link in the Great Links food chain is the quarter-inch diporeia, a pale orange shrimplike organism that lives on the bottom of lakes. Loaded with fat, they long have been a high-energy, abundant food source for fish in the Great Lakes. But over the past decade, diporeia have vanished from more than 17,000 square miles of lake bottom -- an area more than twice the size of New Jersey. Every lake except Superior has been affected.

Scientists began to document the losses in the early 1990s, in areas where zebra or quagga mussels had invaded. As the fish food disappeared, so did native fish, especially the commercially valuable whitefish, which depend on diporeia for up to 70 percent of their diet.

The speed and success of a single species' invasion can be stunning. Scientists found a few dozen Eurasian ruffe in the Duluth harbor in 1986. The small, spiny, perch-like fish from Europe exploded to 2 million by 1991 and to more than 8 million in 1998, before declining slightly, according to federal estimates. It now is the most abundant fish species in the harbor.

One reason that some invasive species are surviving and proliferating is that harbors and estuaries are cleaner today. Taxpayers and industries invested billions of dollars to improve sewage treatment, remove phosphorus and reduce chemicals, allowing the Great Lakes and their native fish and wildlife to progress toward recovery during the 1970s and 1980s. Invaders are undercutting those achievements.

The changes affect not only fish, but the smallest plants, invertebrates, snails and mollusks. For example, 20 species of native mussels lived in Lake St. Clair, part of the waterway between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, in 1986. Two years later, zebra mussels spread into the lake. By 1997, all of the native mussels were gone except in a few shallow areas.

Invaders also pave the way for future intruders. The newcomers sometimes alter the habitat in ways that help other alien creatures to thrive. For example, invasive gobies spread quickly in areas where zebra mussels have become established because the gobies eat the mussels. In other places, zebra mussels attach themselves to non-native Eurasian watermilfoil plants. The mussels gain a place to live, while the milfoil grows better because the clinging mussels filter and clear the water.

Invaders also pose human health risks, with scientists concerned that pathogens could enter the United States by the same pathways invasive species use.

Commercial ships have been the main carriers of the invaders, which can ride in the water that empty ships carry as ballast and then dump as they take on cargo upon reaching harbor.

U.S. fish farms also contribute to the problem. Two kinds of Asian carp imported to clean U.S. fish farm ponds and tanks escaped into southern waterways in the early 1980s. They have spread up the Mississippi River and its tributaries toward Lake Michigan, jeopardizing a $4.5 billion commercial and recreational Great Lakes fishery.

Invasive species also have entered the lakes through bait buckets, as anglers intentionally or inadvertently dumped them into the water. Unwanted aquarium fish have been released into waterways because their owners thought it was a humane or convenient way to dispose of them. About a third of the invasive species in the Great Lakes basin are aquatic plants, such as Eurasian watermilfoil, which have been spread by ships, boats, trailers, garden nurseries and other means. This vegetation can overtake lakes and interfere with boating, fishing and swimming.

The invasive species come with enormous costs. Zebra mussels, which look like thumbnail-sized clams with dark and light stripes, have cost industries, water companies and power plants nearly $2 billion, according to Chuck O'Neill, a coastal resources specialist with New York Sea Grant, an extension program of Cornell University and the State University of New York.

The invaders have spread beyond the Great Lakes, too.

That has hit home for Bob Franseen, who learned in October that Lake Ossawinnamakee in north-central Minnesota, had become infested with zebra mussels. The lake, where he lives year-round, is 110 miles from the nearest known zebra mussel infestation in Minnesota. A worker found the mussels on several docks that he removed last fall.

"The news came like a grenade tossed into the middle of things," Franseen said. At the time, lakeshore owners were busy trying to stop the spread of Eurasian watermilfoil. Residents and state officials are concerned that the popular recreational lake will become the bull's-eye from which boaters and anglers inadvertently carry the mussels to neighboring lakes.

Ossawinnamakee is the second lake in Minnesota where zebra mussels have been found, after Lake Zumbro in the southeastern part of the state. Michigan has 185 infested lakes, Wisconsin has 44, and Ontario has dozens, especially along a highway of interconnected lakes, rivers and canals that extends more than 200 miles between lakes Ontario and Huron. The spread of invasive species in Ontario threatens a $1.4 billion-a-year recreational fishing industry.

Holding back the invasion isn't easy.

On ships, ballast water and residue in the tanks would need to be filtered or exposed to heat, chemicals, ultraviolet light, ozone or other treatment to kill unwanted creatures. Ship owners are unwilling to make such changes on their own because they say that the technologies are experimental, and that government officials have not established limits for how many organisms need to be killed or removed.

In February, the International Maritime Organization, a U.N. agency, adopted a convention on ballast water that offers no immediate remedy. Ballast-treatment standards would take effect for new ships in 2009 and for existing vessels beginning in 2014, if enough nations ratify the treaty.

Those regulations may be too late for the Great Lakes. Researchers have been calling for immediate action for the past 15 years.

For two years Congress has been studying whether to strengthen laws about invasive species. Two House subcommittees held a joint hearing in March, but it is unclear whether legislation will be passed.

__________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update – 14 June 2004

UN or UNEP in the news


The sun, a solution to Africa's power shortage
China Daily, 2004-06-12 - JOHANNESBURG, South Africa: What had been the star of the world summit on sustainable energy two years ago in Johannesburg can be seen next to the highway to Pretoria.
…It is no wonder, then, that the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is pushing the use of solar energy in Africa. 
For three years UNEP has been gathering data in the research of the continent's solar and wind power potential.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-06/12/content_338813.htm 

Environment and development
The Daily Star, Bangladesh - Jun 11, 2004
... Over the years, UNEP has been working as a major depository in publishing and disseminating works on global and regional environmental issues with its four ...
http://www.thedailystar.net/2004/06/12/d40612110165.htm 
Geneva Conference Plans Ridding World Of Cancer-Causing ... 
Big News Network.com, Australia - Jun 10, 2004
... can suppress the human immune system and could cause cancer – was the focus of a two-day meeting sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP ...
http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?sid=a0b251b9ba4001ee 


INTERNATIONAL efforts promoted for clean-up of toxic PCBs

Xinhua - China

... partnership between the public and private sectors," said Executive Director Klaus Toepferof the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), under whose ... 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/11/content_1519865.htm 


General Environment News

300 Million Forest Tourists
China Internet Information Center, June 12, 2004 - "China now leads the world in having the largest number of forest parks and the country's forest tourism industry is developing rapidly. Last year some 300 million visitors came to our forests and this represented a third of all tourists in the country," said Wang Weizheng, director of the Forest Tour Office with the State Forestry Administration. He was speaking at the recent 2004 China Forest Tour Exposition held in Baoji City, Shaanxi Province.
http://china.org.cn/english/2004/Jun/98051.htm 


ISLAMABAD: Major cities have highest air pollution level: Survey 
DAWN (By Our Reporter), June 12, 2004 - ISLAMABAD, June 11: Air pollution level in the country's populated cities is the highest in the world and causing serious health issues, Economic Survey of Pakistan (ESP) 2003-04 shows. 
The level of ambient particulates -- smoke particles and dust, which cause respiratory diseases -- are generally twice the world average and more than five times as high as in industrial countries and Latin America, it says. 
http://www.dawn.com/2004/06/12/local15.htm 


China holds anti-dumping hearing on chemical
(Xinhua), Updated: 2004-06-13  - The Chinese Ministry of Commerce (MOC) held a hearing in Beijing Friday on the domestic industrial damage caused by the alleged dumping of chloroform, a solvent used in refrigerants, made in the European Union, the Republic of Korea (ROK), the United States and India. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-06/13/content_338949.htm______________________________________________________________ 
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council sends advance team to Sudan in anticipation of peace accord

*
UN officials condemn attempted coup in DR Congo

*
Atrocities in Uganda prompt UN to call on rebels to halt attacks against civilians

*
UN force in to remain in Cyprus for 6 months during review of future mandate
*
Kosovo: Norwegian envoy to head UN probe into March violence
*
UN report spotlights hidden problem of children exploited for domestic labour

*
Officials urge greater attention to UN staff security at tribute to fallen workers
*
Sudan: UN delivers food to help malnourished children in strife-torn Darfur

*
UN agencies welcome G-8 backing for accelerating HIV vaccine development


*
Nearly 3,000 Congolese refugees arrive in Burundi, UN says


*
African countries reaffirm commitment to addressing population concerns – UN


*
UN food relief reaches isolated Haitian villages hit by last month’s deadly floods


*
James Baker, Annan’s personal envoy for Western Sahara, resigns


*
Progress in world’s poorest countries should be boosted through aid – UN official


*
UN envoy on AIDS in Africa urges IMF to ease requirements on Zambia

* * * *

Sudan
11 June – The United Nations Security Council today endorsed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s proposal for an advance team to travel to Sudan ahead of a planned political mission as expectations rise that a peace deal will soon be signed to end a long-running civil war in the country’s south.

In a unanimous vote, the Council’s 15 members approved a resolution saying they were ready to consider creating a UN peace support operation to help implement a comprehensive peace agreement in Africa’s largest country.

Representatives of the Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) last month initialled protocols aimed at ending the conflict has engulfed southern Sudan since 1983.

More than 2 million people have been killed since the war began, at least 440,000 others are living as refugees in neighbouring countries, and between 3 and 4 million people have become internally displaced.


The negotiators of both sides, who have been meeting in Kenya, now say they expect to reach a full peace agreement within the next few months.


As soon as possible after a deal is signed, the Council said it wanted Mr. Annan to inform it of the proposed size, structure and mandate of a political mission.


In a report to the Council earlier this week, the Secretary-General said Sudan’s sheer size – it is about as large as the whole of Western Europe – and its relative lack of infrastructure mean any mission there would face daunting logistical challenges. For example, each one of the planned sectors in a future UN mission would be the size of Austria.


The Council said it was important that Sudan’s radio stations, television channels and newspapers be used in a public information campaign to explain the peace process and what role the UN would play post-conflict.


The Council also backed Mr. Annan’s call for the parties to the southern Sudan conflict to do all they can to bring an end to the separate civil conflict taking place in the Darfur region of western Sudan.
* * *

DRC
11 June – As the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) was being normalized after an attempted coup early today in its capital, United Nations officials condemned the uprising and pledged to help the country’s transitional political process.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged all parties to show their cohesion and their determination to bring the transition to a successful conclusion.

In a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan reaffirmed that the UN would assist the DRC’s Government of National Unity and Transition to fulfil the Global and All-inclusive agreement and called on all partners in the Government to work together cooperatively and constructively. 

The UN force in the country (MONUC) joined in condemning the putsch by Major Eric Lenge, one of President Joseph Kabila’s guards. The MONUC chief rejected any negotiation with the Major or his followers and said they should lay down their arms immediately.

MONUC, which has reinforced its security cordon around the President and his Vice-Presidents, as well as its patrols in Kinshasa, remains in close contact with the Transitional Government in the hope that the rebels could be arrested and brought to justice as soon as possible. 

The mission was also watching a situation in which a group of Mayi Mayi militia fighters appeared to be in a vice formed by the DRC national forces on DRC territory and Burundian national forces on their side of the border.

Deploring the coup attempt, the International Committee Monitoring the Transition reiterated its determination to see the peace process, including the reform of the security sector, through to elections.

The committee comprises nations and intergovernmental organizations. They are the permanent members of the Security Council – China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States – as well as the African Union, Angola, Belgium, the European Union, Canada, Gabon, MONUC and Zambia.

Meanwhile, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said 50 civilians were killed and innumerable people raped in the uprising in Bukavu that started on 26 May and climaxed on 2 June when rebel forces briefly seized the town.

“International humanitarian law obliges warring parties to protect civilians from harm. Civilians cannot be targeted for rape or murder,” said Under-Secretary-General Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator.

With the suspension of humanitarian programmes in food distribution, health care, water supplies, education and protection for some 3.3 million people in eastern DRC, humanitarian workers could not carry out their efforts to combat cholera in Katanga province, making an outbreak of the disease more likely, he said.

Mr. Egeland appealed to donors to provide urgent funding to the organizations that lost offices, vehicles and equipment in the massive looting throughout DRC.

Because of the fighting in Bukavu, thousands of Congolese refugees at risk of being attacked, as well as those who said they had yielded to panic, fled to neighbouring Rwanda and Burundi. The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) today said 2,800 people have arrived in south-western Rwanda and a nearly equal number in Burundi.
* * *

Uganda

11 June – Deploring the murder of 128 people over the past month in a series of massacres by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in northern Uganda, the top United Nations humanitarian official today called on the rebel group to stop attacking civilians immediately.

Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, said each one of the four massacres since 16 May had occurred inside camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs).


“These vicious attacks against some of the most vulnerable civilians are appalling,” Mr. Egeland said, adding that “in many cases, the victims have fled attack after attack, desperate for safety.”


He also called on the Ugandan Government to redouble its efforts to protect civilians in the north of the country.


In the most recent massacre, a group of about 100 LRA members killed 25 people, including five children, at an IDP camp at Abok on Tuesday. The rebels kidnapped 26 others and burned at least 600 huts – which contained food stores for the IDPs – in the camp. 

The UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said aid agencies have since provided some relief for the remaining Abok camp residents.

On 3 June, LRA rebels murdered 23 people at an IDP camp at Kalabong, while 20 others are assumed to have been abducted.

The most deadly of the recent wave of massacres occurred on 20 May, when the LRA struck the Lukodi camp, killing 41 people. On 16 May, 39 people were killed during an attack on a camp at Pagak.

The four massacres are only the latest by the rebel group. In the village of Barlonyo on 21 February, at least 190 people were hacked with machetes or burned to death at an IDP camp. There was another attack in the village of Odek on 29 April.

More than 1.6 million people have become internally displaced within northern Uganda since 2002 as the LRA fights the Ugandan Government. The rebel group wants to impose the Ten Commandments of the Christian Bible as law in Uganda.

The LRA has also become notorious for its kidnapping of children to serve either as its soldiers or as sexual slaves for its commanders. Mr. Egeland said in April that 10,000 children are estimated to have been abducted for these purposes.

As many as 40,000 Ugandan mothers and their children have also become “night commuters,” walking for hours every night to sleep outside hospitals and community centres because they feel it is unsafe anywhere else.
* * *

Cyprus
11 June – The Security Council today extended the mandate of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) until 15 December, agreeing also to act quickly on recommendations to be made by Secretary-General Kofi Annan after a review of the operation in three months.

Initially deployed in 1964, UNFYCIP has been supervising ceasefire lines on the divided island, maintaining a buffer zone and carrying out humanitarian activities there for decades. In the absence of a political settlement on the Cyprus issue, the Force has been routinely extended for six-month periods.
In April, hopes for a political breakthrough were dashed when Greek Cypriots rejected a plan – accepted by Turkish Cypriots – to reunify the island nation before it joined the European Union in May. Since then, the UN has been holding consultations with both sides on the island and with the guarantor powers: Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom.

In a report last week to the Council, the Secretary-General said he would conduct a review, to be completed within three months, of UNFICYP’s mandate, force levels and concept of operations, “in the light of developments on the ground, the positions of the parties and any views the Security Council might have.”

Based on this exercise, Mr. Annan said, he will make recommendations on any UNFICYP adjustments or restructuring that may be required. “I remain convinced that, in the absence of a comprehensive settlement, the presence of UNFICYP on the island continues to be necessary for the maintenance of the ceasefire,” he said.

The extension came in a unanimously adopted resolution which also urged the Turkish Cypriot side and the Turkish forces to immediately rescind all remaining restrictions on UNFICYP. They were called on to restore the military status quo which existed in Strovilia – a small hamlet occupied by Greek Cypriots – prior to June 2000, when the forces began controlling UNFYCIP’s access to the area.

* * *

Kosovo
11 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed Ambassador Kai Eide of Norway to investigate the wave of ethnic violence that roiled Kosovo in mid-March, leaving 19 people dead, hundreds injured and many homes and Serbian religious and cultural sites damaged or destroyed.

Ambassador Eide has been tasked with probing the political implications of the violence between ethnic Albanians and Serbs and recommending ways in which the province’s residents can live together again peacefully.

The appointment of an investigator follows a pledge made in April by Mr. Annan in his regular report to the Security Council on the work of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

In that report, Mr. Annan said “the onslaught led by Kosovo Albanian extremists against the Serb, Roma and Ashkali communities of Kosovo was an organized, widespread, and targeted campaign.”

At least 3,000 people, mostly Serbs, were driven from their homes or had to evacuate them during two days of riots and attacks starting 17 March. The violence followed the drowning deaths of three Albanian children a day earlier.
UNMIK described the violence as some of the worst since it took control of the province in June 1999, when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove Yugoslav troops out amid fighting between the Albanian and Serbian communities. Kosovo’s permanent future status remains yet to be determined.


Ambassador Eide and a team of aides are expected to begin work on the inquiry in Kosovo’s capital, Pristina, next week.


Meanwhile, Harri Holkeri, the outgoing head of UNMIK and Special Representative of the Secretary-General, yesterday described the March violence as “a big setback” as he looked back on his 10 months of service in the province. 


In a farewell press conference following his resignation last month, Mr. Holkeri and warned “there may still be difficult days ahead” as some people try to undermine peace efforts and called on the people of Kosovo to “reject extremism, reject division, and listen to their responsible leaders.”


At the same time, he noted that much progress had been achieved before the recent clashes. “Kosovo had no functioning institutions when the UN arrived here [in 1999], but, since then, three elections have been organized and Kosovo now has a functioning government and an elected assembly.”

* * *

Child Labour
11 June – Up to 10 million children – mostly girls – are trapped in low-paid jobs as domestic servants, where they are at risk of sexual abuse, physical exploitation and human trafficking, the International Labour Organization (ILO) says in a new report.

These youngsters are usually “invisible” to their communities, toiling for long hours with little or no pay and regularly deprived of the chance to play or go to school, according to Helping Hands or Shackled Lives? Understanding child domestic labour and responses to it, released on the eve of tomorrow’s World Day Against Child Labour.

Many working children are very young, with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) saying some domestic workers are only five years old.

The scourge appears to be flourishing in the developing world. Country surveys indicate about 700,000 children are domestic workers in Indonesia alone, while there are also large numbers in Brazil (559,000), Pakistan (264,000), Haiti (250,000), Kenya (200,000) and Sri Lanka (100,000).

One reason for the lack of attention to the plight of these children is that they are suffering behind closed doors. “They are in a workplace – even if that workplace is someone else’s home – hidden from public view and labour inspection,” notes June Kane, author of the ILO report.

Echoing the report’s findings, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said that to describe many of the cases as “domestic workers” is misleading. 

“We’re talking about children who, instead of starting each day in the school yard, are getting up when it is still dark and toiling until night in slave-like conditions,” she said. “This is not legitimate employment.”


Ms. Bellamy said children are deprived of basic health and education needs, and have to depend on the whims of their employers for their well-being. “Not only are these children forced to work long, hard hours but they are at increased risk of sexual abuse and being trafficked within and across borders.”


Calling on governments around the world to enact laws to punish those who exploit children, Ms. Bellamy added that campaigns targeting child labour must give special attention to the problem of domestic exploitation.
* * *

UN Staff Day
11 June – Looking back on a year when more than 100 United Nations personnel died in the service of peace, UN officials and diplomats today paid tribute to the memory of the fallen at a solemn ceremony in New York.

As the blue UN flag was ceremoniously raised, the Organization’s top peacekeeping official observed that the banner, which once stood as a shield, now itself needed protection in many places.

“We have all experienced a rude awakening,” Jean-Marie Guéhenno told those gathered at the outdoor ceremony, a Staff Day event. “The UN itself has become a target for terrorist groups and organizations [and] for those who benefit from conflict, those spoilers who use violence, against the UN and against their own people, to block the path to peace in war-torn lands,” he said.
“This cannot stand,” he declared. “The blue flag must once again become inviolable, because what its stands for is inviolable.” 

Mr. Guéhenno stressed that colleagues, especially those in the field, deserve the utmost attention to their security as they go about their work to further the causes of peace, human rights and development. “We owe it to them to ensure they are protected, and we owe it to the memory of those who have perished in the past years,” he said.


The President of the Security Council, Ambassador Lauro L. Baja of the Philippines, underscored the need for all countries to ratify a treaty protecting UN and associated personnel. Concluded a decade ago, nearly two thirds of UN member countries have still not ratified that pact.


He added that the staff members who died left behind a lasting legacy. “Their passing will inspire us to carry with firmer resolve and renewed vigour the torch that translates the spirit of the UN Charter into reality – by keeping the peace, feeding the hungry, giving shelter to the roofless, caring for the sick, educating the illiterate and enabling the impoverished to help themselves in rebuilding their nations and their economies in conflict-stricken parts of the world.”
Offering a personal glimpse of the horrors of being deliberately targeted as a UN staff member, Marilyn Manuel recounted how she survived last year’s terrorist attack against the world body’s headquarters in Baghdad. She had originally been listed among the dead before the tally was finalized, with 22 people confirmed killed, including top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello.

Ms. Manuel, a veteran of UN missions in Somalia, Liberia and East Timor, was “soaked in blood” in the aftermath of the Baghdad bombing and was only able to call her family using a borrowed cell phone.

She issued a strong call for preventive steps. “All security measures must be taken before staff are deployed in the field,” she stressed.

The commemoration under cloudy skies culminated with a solemn reading of the names of all 111 UN workers – both military and civilian – who have died since the last Staff Day.

* * *

Sudan
11 June – The World Food Programme (WFP) will deliver high-energy biscuits to more than 13,000 malnourished children in Darfur in western Sudan tomorrow as part of the stepped-up effort of the United Nations to alleviate the war-torn region’s humanitarian crisis.


A flight carrying 33.6 metric tons of vitamin and mineral-fortified biscuits donated by the Danish Government is scheduled to leave the UN’s Humanitarian Response Depot in Brindisi, Italy, for the Sudanese capital of Khartoum.


WFP’s Director in Sudan, Ramiro Lopes de Silva, said recent surveys of the internally displaced in Darfur indicate alarmingly high levels of malnutrition, especially among children under five.


The studies show malnutrition rates haven fallen close to the levels where a nutritional emergency can be declared.

“For many children, these biscuits could well mean the difference between life and death,” he said. “We are racing against time and circumstances to reach at least 1 million people in desperate need of help.” 


That’s the number of Sudanese estimated by the UN and aid agencies to have become displaced within Darfur since early last year, when fighting broke out between the Khartoum Government and two rebel groups. At least another 150,000 refugees fled across the border into Chad


Many civilians have been killed, raped or injured in attacks by the Janjaweed militias, loose bands of Arab fighters that were recruited and armed by Khartoum. The Janjaweed have been burning villages and committing atrocities against the area’s black African population, according to a UN human rights report.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today that it has safely relocated more than 93,000 people away from the unstable border to refugee camps further inside Chad. The Janjaweed had been making cross-border raids on refugees living in makeshift shelters.


Donations to UNHCR’s emergency appeal for Sudanese refugees in Chad continue to fall far behind needs. So far the agency has received $18 million in funds, while requirements are estimated at more than $55 million.


Last month, WFP distributed food supplies to more than half a million people across Darfur, but its deliveries are being hampered by the onset of the rainy season, which is expected to peak in July.


Meanwhile, this weekend Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), will visit Darfur for to assess the situation there first-hand. UNICEF has been providing safe drinking water, health services, education, hygiene kits and shelter to families in Darfur.
* * *

HIV/AIDS
11 June – Two United Nations agencies today welcomed the endorsement by the leaders of the Group of Eight most-industrialized countries of a new international consortium for accelerating the development of an HIV vaccine.

The announcement yesterday in support of the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise at the G-8 summit in Sea Island, Georgia was hailed by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) as a boon to the efforts in finding a way to immunize people against the deadly disease.

“The G-8’s endorsement of the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise is a vital boost to help it forge the strategic planning, collaboration and global investment of resources by governments and industry that is commensurate with the intensive effort required to develop a globally accessible and affordable HIV vaccine,” UNAIDS Executive Director Dr. Peter Piot said.

Adding to Dr. Piot’s comments, WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook said it would “bring a new political and financial dimension” to addressing the complex challenge of developing a safe and effective vaccine.

Though more than 40 million people live with HIV/AIDS and millions more become infected each year, vaccine development has been slow, due mainly to the enormous scientific, logistical and financial challenges involved.

Since the discovery of HIV as the cause of AIDS in the early 1980s, multiple vaccine candidates have been tested in more than 70 human clinical trials with moderate success. Only one vaccine candidate so far has concluded the stage of definitive trials and it did not show any noticeable level of efficacy, according to a joint news release by WHO and UNAIDS.

The Enterprise, proposed by an international group of scientists, aims to enhance global collaboration and information sharing among the world’s HIV vaccine researchers. The Enterprise will develop a strategic plan for development, testing and production of HIV candidate vaccines in collaboration with major national and international partners, as well as vaccine manufacturers.
* * *

Burundi 

11 June – Nearly 3,000 refugees who have fled to Burundi following recent fighting in the eastern Congolese city of Bukavu are receiving enough assistance to last them for 10 days, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

Smaller numbers were still crossing the border of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), according to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which received a report from a four-member investigating team just back from the area.

Meanwhile, an additional 2,700 Congolese refugees, escaping from fighting in Bukavu, north of Uvira, have crossed into Rwanda in the last two weeks, the agency reported on Thursday.

The largest group in Burundi, 1,652 people, mostly women and children, arrived in the border town of Gatumba at the northern tip of Lake Tanganyika, saying they had learned of the fighting that broke out in Bukavu on 26 May and fled in panic from their homes in the Kimanga, Bien mal acquis, and Nyamyanda areas of Uvira province.

They were transferred to Gasorwe refugee camp.

A group of 1,040 refugees, now in the Cibitoke centre, were mainly farmers from Bwegera, who risked their lives crossing the Ruzizi River, UNHCR said. 

Another 60 people arrived at the Rugombo Communal Centre after hearing distant gunshots and fleeing the towns of Ngueshi, Walungu, Kamanyola, Luvunge and Katogote, the agency said. Not far away, another group of 100 people, mainly teenage students, said they joined family members and neighbours who were running away.

* * *

Population & Development

11 June – Representatives from African countries today reaffirmed their commitment to a global consensus on population and development forged a decade ago which favours empowering people over demographic targets, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) reported.

The 1994 International Conference on Population and Development, held in Cairo, marked a significant shift from focusing on numbers to addressing underlying concerns such as women’s health and access to reproductive care services.

At their ministerial meeting in Dakar, Senegal, which wrapped up today, African nations adopted a declaration vowing to “exert maximum efforts” to build on the progress achieved in the last 10 years and to address poverty eradication, reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, maternal death and the empowerment of women.

“The price of inaction – roughly 2.4 million maternal deaths, 7.5 million child deaths and 49 million maternal injuries in the next 10 years – is too high to contemplate,” warned UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in a message read out by his Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah.

UNFPA chief Thoraya Ahmed Obaid urged open discussions on HIV/AIDS and called for better reproductive health care in Africa. In addition, she urged attention to the broader need for gender equality. “As long as girls are being married off at young ages and cannot refuse, we must continue to work for human rights for all,” she said.

“When women have equal opportunity and equality before the law, the benefits go to everyone,” she said.

* * *

Haiti

11 June – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) delivered food aid to some of the most isolated villages in Haiti’s mountainous Mapou district, bringing the first relief for those inhabitants since their homes were cut off after deadly floods and landslides devastated the area on 23 May.


Using a helicopter supplied by the outgoing Multinational Interim Force in Haiti, WFP staff handed over 15 metric tons of rice, flour and vegetable oil to residents in remote parts of Mapou – enough for 3,710 people for one week. Officials also transported 4.4 tons of food – enough to help 1,150 people – to the village of Pichon.


WFP Regional Coordinator for Latin America, Omar Bula-Escobar, said the agency would focus much of its efforts in the weeks ahead on reaching the most vulnerable people in the most remote areas. Already it has delivered more than 60 tons of food supplies to the major towns in Mapou.


Although the relief effort is gaining ground, concerns over financing persist. In a statement released today, WFP said it has so far received less than half of the $7.9 million it called for in an emergency humanitarian appeal for Haiti earlier this year.

* * *

Western Sahara

11 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, James A. Baker III of the United States, has resigned, a spokesperson for the United Nations said today.

Since his appointment in March 1997, Mr. Baker, along with the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), has been helping the parties settle the territory’s status. The Mission has been operating since April 1991, when it was installed after years of fighting between Western Saharans and Morocco following Spain’s withdrawal from the territory in 1976.

Last year the UN issued a suggested peace plan, backed by the Security Council as an “optimum political solution,” between Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO (Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro) that would have given Mr. Baker, as Personal Envoy, responsibility for a referendum determining whether the people of Western Sahara choose independence or integration with Morocco.

But in April Morocco rejected the peace plan and proposed to give Western Sahara limited autonomy.

* * *

Least Developed Countries


11 June – Just ahead of a major United Nations conference on trade and development, a senior UN official has issued a call for action to reinforce recent economic progress in the world’s poor nations.

New UN statistics released this month show that nearly half of the world’s 50 least developed countries achieved growth rates of 5 per cent or better in 2002-2003.

Anwarul Chowdhury, the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, attributed this advance to domestic reforms, improved donor assistance, rising commodity prices and a recovering international economy.

At the same time, he cautioned that the future remains uncertain. “We do not know how sustainable the recovery in commodity prices will be, and how long the international economy will stay strong,” said Ambassador Chowdhury, who will speak at the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), which opens Sunday in São Paulo, Brazil.

“This is the time to get increased aid, fairer trade and more effective debt relief into play,” he added, citing these measures as critical to reaching international anti-poverty targets known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Global economic trends seem to be favouring the LDCs. They have benefited from the overall rise in official development assistance to all developing countries, which jumped to $68 billion last year from $52 billion in 2001.

Recent statements by the European Union and the United States have revived hopes for the successful resumption of the international round of trade talks. Particular concern centres on the farming subsidies in rich countries which take a heavy toll on agriculture-dependent poor countries.

The World Trade Organization (WTO) recently ruled in favour of a complaint that included four LDC African nations, whose market for cotton exports is largely blocked by subsidies.

The week-long UNCTAD conference – the 11th in a series – will specifically address improving developing countries’ access to markets and the need to redress past imbalances in the global trading system.

* * *

Zambia

11 June – Following serious attempts to pay its debts, Zambia will test the recent pledge by the Group of Eight (G-8) rich countries to help poorer nations when it seeks flexibility from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) next week, the United Nations Special Envoy spotlighting HIV/AIDS in Africa said today.

The IMF had extended the gruelling austerity programme it imposed on Zambia to the first quarter of next year instead of ending it in December, even though Zambia’s economic crisis was having a grave impact on the spread of HIV/AIDS in the country, Stephen Lewis said in a statement. 

“I appeal to the IMF Board to introduce the tiny quotient of flexibility being requested by the Government of Zambia,” he said, warning that, “To do otherwise is to give continued momentum to the pandemic.”

Mr. Lewis noted that members of the G-8 had yesterday pledged to implement more fully the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative on debt reduction and extend it for another two years. The IMF Board is dominated by the G-8: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States.

“There was much self-congratulation amongst G-8 members,” he observed. “As it happens, the decision can now be put to an immediate test; a test of integrity, a test of the ringing G-8 rhetoric.”

Looking towards Monday’s IMF meeting, he said, “Zambia is in desperate straits, and it all revolves around the IMF and HIPC.”

The IMF has failed to grasp the human and economic carnage caused by HIV/AIDS, he said. “The poorest sectors of society: the extended families, the women, the children, the orphans … they have all made incredible sacrifices to keep life going in Zambia in the face of wrenching austerity.”

Zambian incomes have dropped so low that people are barely surviving, he said, noting that the imposed macroeconomic policy had forced the Ministry of Health to stop hiring staff, though fully 20 per cent of the municipal districts have no doctors or nurses.

The average pupil-teacher ratio was approaching 56:1, fatally undermining the quality of the country’s education, Mr. Lewis added.


* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon everybody.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We’ll start off today’s briefing with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on events in the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

“The Secretary-General condemns the attempted coup early today in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

“The Secretary-General restates the commitment of the United Nations for the transitional process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and its institutions, and urges all actors to show cohesion and determination to bring the transition to a successful conclusion.

“The Secretary-General reaffirms that the UN mission and its partners in the United Nations system stand ready to assist the Government of National Unity and Transition to achieve its goals as provided for by the global and all-inclusive agreement, and urges all partners in the Government to work together in a cooperative and constructive manner.”

**DRC - Update
Continuing on the DRC, following the attempted coup this morning, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, William Swing, has been in constant contact with Government authorities.  The capital is now reported to be quiet and the UN Mission is reinforcing army patrols in the streets. 

The eastern city of Bukavu is also said to be quiet, although there are reports of sporadic looting.  However, there are initial reports of growing unrest in the city of Uvira, south of Bukavu, where a group of Mayi Mayi fighters appear to be blocked between Congolese national army forces in DRC territory and Burundian Government forces on the Burundian side of the border. 

From Geneva, the UN refugee agency reports that a team which returned yesterday from the Burundi-DRC border noted that more that 2,800 Congolese refugees, mostly women and children, had arrived in Burundi in recent days.  UNHCR and other agencies and non-governmental partners are starting emergency relief programmes for the new arrivals.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, the Security Council is expected in the next few minutes to hold two formal meetings.  In those meetings, members intend to vote on two resolutions:  one on the Sudan, and one on the extension of the mandate of the UN peacekeeping force in Cyprus, known as UNFICYP.

Yesterday, the Security Council said in a statement to the press that maintaining sanctions longer on Liberia would help to cement the peace process. 

Council members “felt that peace was still fragile and that the conditions for the lifting of the sanctions were yet to be fully met”.  The statement was read out by the President of the Council, Ambassador Lauro Baja of the Philippines.

**SG - Travels
Turning to the Secretary-General’s travels, he is in Washington, D.C., today, where he is at this moment attending the funeral service for former U.S. President Ronald Reagan taking place at the National Cathedral.  And we expect the Secretary-General back at Headquarters this afternoon.

Yesterday, as you know, he delivered the commencement address at HarvardUniversity, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  In his speech, he said that it is in the interest of every country to have international rules and to abide by them.

He noted that, in recent weeks, the United States, once again, found that it needed the unique legitimacy of the United Nations to bring into being a credible interim government in Iraq. 

Now, the Secretary-General added, the international system faces three great tests in the first years of the new century:  the test of collective security; that of solidarity between rich and poor; and that of mutual respect between faiths and cultures.  He affirmed, “I know we can pass those tests.”

Just before delivering that commencement address, the Secretary-General met at Harvard with the Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is also in Cambridge.  The two discussed ways to continue the overall discussions on Cyprus, as well as recent developments in Iraq.

**Uganda - Humanitarian
Turning to Uganda, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, has condemned a series of attacks by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) on camps for internally displaced persons in northern Uganda.  Those attacks have reportedly left more than 125 people dead in the past four weeks.  And we have a press release upstairs with more information.

**Kosovo – Kai Eide
Turning to Kosovo, in his last report to the Security Council on the UN Mission in Kosovo, the Secretary-General had indicated that a full review of the polices and practices of all parties would be undertaken as part of an assessment of the implications of the recent violence.  The Secretary-General has now asked Ambassador Kai Eide of Norway to conduct that assessment.

Ambassador Eide and his team will assess the political implications of the violent events for March 2004, and formulate suggestions for the way forward, in accordance with resolution 1244.  Ambassador Eide and his team will begin their work in Pristina in the coming days. Upon completion, they will report to the Secretary-General.

**Kosovo – Holkeri
Also from Kosovo, the departing head of the UN Mission, Harri Holkeri, said that Kosovo today is very different from what it had been four years ago, with a functioning government and an elected assembly.

In his farewell press conference yesterday, he said there may still be difficult days ahead, and he called on the people of Kosovo to reject extremism and division.  We have the full transcript available upstairs, if you care to read more. 

**Child Labour
Today is the World Day against Child Labour, and to mark this occasion, the International Labour Organization has released a report highlighting the plight of children working as domestic servants throughout the world. 

The organization estimates that this growing global phenomenon traps as many as 10 million children or more -- mostly girls -- in hidden forms of exploitation.  This often involves abuse, health risks and violence. 

Speaking on this issue, Carol Bellamy, the head of the UN Children’s Fund, said that in many cases, calling these girls ‘domestic workers’ is misleading.  “We’re talking about children”, she said, “who, instead of starting each day in the schoolyard are getting up when it is still dark and toiling until night in slave-like conditions.  This is not legitimate employment.  And this is not a childhood that any girl or boy should have to endure.”

And we have more information upstairs available in two separate press releases.

**SG - Message
The Secretary-General, in a message, today welcomed the convening of a meeting in Dakar, Senegal, on implementing the programme of action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development.  He said that much more needs to be done on population issues, with too many women having no access to health care and dying of preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth.  And we have copies of his message upstairs.

**AIDS
On AIDS, the World Health Organization and UNAIDS today welcomed the endorsement by the Group of Eight industrialized nations of the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise.  That initiative was proposed by an international group of scientists to accelerate the development of HIV vaccines.

WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said that the initiative “will bring a new political and financial dimension, addressing the complex challenge of developing a safe and effective HIV/AIDS vaccine”.  Copies of the press release are upstairs.

**UN Staff Day
And one last item:  today is United Nations Staff Day.  The day began this morning with a flag raising ceremony organized by the Staff Union at the flagpole in the Secretariat Circle to remember all staff fallen in the service of the Organization. 

Speaking at the ceremony were the Acting President of the General Assembly, Ambassador Brown Chimphamba of Malawi, the President of the Security Council, Ambassador Baja of the Philippines, as well as Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Jean-Marie Guéhenno.  Also speaking was Marilyn Manuel, a UN staff member who survived last year’s bombing of the UN headquarters in Baghdad.  

The observance ended with the reading of the names of the 111 staff members, both military and civilian who have died since the last Staff Day. 

Under-Secretary-General Guéhenno noted that the blue flag was once a shield.  But, he said, in too many places the UN has become a target for those who benefit from conflict; those spoilers who use violence, against the UN and against their own people, to block the path to peace in war-torn lands.  

This cannot stand, he added, “The blue flag must once again become inviolable, because what it stands for is inviolable.”  He said the UN must strike the balance between ensuring the security and safety of its staff and fulfilling the mandates entrusted to the Organization. 

He concluded:  “Our colleagues, especially those in the field, deserve the utmost attention to their security as they go about their work to further the causes of peace, human rights and development.  We owe it to them to ensure they are protected, and we owe it to the memory of those who have perished in the past years.”

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
And today being a Friday, we have for you the weekly feature, “The Week Ahead”.

That’s it for me.  Do you have any questions?  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Some news (reports) are saying that James Baker has resigned as Special Envoy in Western Sahara.  Would you confirm that?

Associate Spokesman:    No, I am not in a position to confirm it.  I haven’t heard anything, but I’d be happy to check right after the briefing for you. [Confirmation was later announced.]

Anybody else?  Thank you very much, and have a wonderful weekend.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





 


� HYPERLINK  \l "PCB" ��Financial Times – World news:  PCB clean-up will cost 'billions'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fish" ��IPS - Eat Fish, but Skip the Liver� �� HYPERLINK  \l "Warming" ��Poughkeepsie Journal -  Warming trends chill business� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dump" ��The Washington Post -  Hallowed Ground Now a Dump;� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Medioambiente" ��Cronica. - Se  reunen los ministros de salud y medio ambiente de America del Sur�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conferencia" ��Masmar.com - La conferencia de océanos de la onu no se ha comprometido con la protección de las profundidades mar�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Powershortage" ��China Daily - The sun, a solution to Africa's power shortage�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��ENN - Young Students Use Water Monitoring Project to Learn About Mayflies, pH and Each Other��
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