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Financial Times: Wangari Maathai The first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize and founder of Kenya's Green Belt Movement tells Kieran Cooke why her work is a matter of life and death
 By KIERAN COOKE
12 March 2005 
 
It's an African laugh. Generous, deep, infectious, body shaking.

Wangari Maathai, the Kenyan environmentalist known as Africa's "Forest Goddess", is recalling the moment when, late last year, she received a phone call telling her she had been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

"I was at home, in Nyeri. I was shaking and crying all at once. I remember thinking it could not get any better than this - only maybe in heaven." A pause for another round of laughter. Eyes are wiped. Dress and headdress are readjusted. 

In the late 1970s Wangari Maathai founded the Green Belt Movement, a loose-knit organisation mainly made up of village women. Over the past 30 years the Movement has been responsible for planting between 20m and 30m trees in Kenya and elsewhere in Africa. In recognition of her work, Maathai has become the first African women to win the Nobel Peace Prize.

"I looked out at Mount Kenya - the mountain that has inspired me so much. Then I rolled up my sleeves and did what I love to do. I dug a hole and planted a Nandi flame tree."

We are sitting in the offices of the United Nations environmental programme on the outskirts of Nairobi. With its security fences and large, well tended grounds, the UN compound is a tranquil oasis, isolated from the chaotic - often dangerous - tempo of life in the Kenyan capital.

UN staff crowd around. Maathai, a youthful looking 64-year-old, is a celebrity, a source of pride for Africa, particularly its women. She beat a record of more than 190 Nobel nominations - including the Pope and Hans Blix, the UN weapons inspector - to win the peace prize.

"Please, just one more photo," begs a group of fluttering bureaucrats. More laughter; more of that gentle prodding and kneading of flesh that is so much part of social interaction in Africa.

For a short while, as people drift back to their offices, we are left relatively undisturbed. When the prize was announced, Professor Maathai - she has degrees in biological sciences from universities in Kenya and in the US - was relatively unknown outside Africa. Why did she think she won?

"I think there's increasing recognition of how peace, democracy and the environment are all interlinked," says Maathai. "We have to manage resources like water, forests, land and oil: if not we will lose the fight against poverty and then there will be no peace.

"This is a matter of life and death. The Nobel committee, in recognising the work we are doing here, has made a wonderful decision."

There's a tough streak behind Maathai's jovial exterior. For much of the past 30 years she's been at war with Kenya's male dominated political establishment.

In tandem with her environmental campaigns she's also been fighting for women's rights. Along the way, she has made plenty of enemies - and her personal life has suffered.

In the 1980s Matthai's marriage ended in divorce: at the time her husband described her as "too educated, too strong, too successful, too stubborn and too hard to control."

Maathai says it's always the women in Africa who carry the main burden of poverty and conflict.

"We see our children dying in the fields, we see the future slipping away. I've been calling on Africa's leaders, who are mostly men, to make sure resources are exploited for people's benefit, to help them out of poverty, ignorance and disease.

"We've been waiting for men to change. We women have an important role in challenging them to be responsible to us and to our children - to stop sending them off to die on the front lines."

Maathai was born in the uplands of central Kenya. It was once a lush territory full of forests. Colonial settlers and later native farmers cut down trees and cleared the land for cattle ranches and homesteads.

As a young student, Maathai developed an interest in biology. She won scholarships to study in the US. In 1971, she became one of the first women in east Africa to hold a PhD.

"It's such a different country now to the one I grew up in. In Kikuyu - my mother tongue - there's no word for desert. Yet today much of our land is parched. Growing food is becoming more and more difficult."

There's another pause as a group of UN officials come to shake hands.

The Green Belt Movement was founded in 1977 in Maathai's backyard in Nyeri, north of Nairobi. The aim was to produce sustainable wood for fuel use as well as combating soil erosion.

"Vegetation was disappearing at an alarming rate from my area. Droughts became more frequent. Rivers were drying up. People were going hungry."

Kenya, once renowned for its fertile soils, now faces a growing threat of creeping desertification, particularly in its most northern areas. Recently Maathai has been trying to settle a series of bloody disputes in the country between nomads and farmers. More than 30 people are believed to have died in recent weeks.

"These people keep animals but they have to go further and further to find grazing. They don't have enough water for stock and so, as people become more desperate, clashes break out."

Statistics vary but some experts say that as much as 90 per cent of Kenya's natural forest cover has been lost over the past century.

"When we started planting there were many who said we were mad. It took a long time to convince people that women could improve their environment without technology or financial resources."

The first time Maathai came to the notice of officialdom was in 1977 when she marched into the forestry ministry in Nairobi and demanded 15m seedlings to plant trees. "I smiled and they gave me what I wanted," she says.

Later, Maathai came to the attention of Daniel Arap Moi, Kenya's former president. In 1989 Moi, by then an all powerful figure, disclosed plans for a 62-storey skyscraper, to be built in Uhuru Park in the centre of Nairobi. The building would be adorned with a 60ft statue of Moi and serve as headquarters for the president's Kanu party. The late, disgraced British media tycoon Robert Maxwell was involved with Moi in the project.

Maathai was one of the project's most vociferous opponents. "We owe billions to foreign banks. The people are starving. They need food, medicines and education. They do  not need a skyscraper," she said at the time.

The government was apoplectic. She was, said Moi, in the hands of foreign puppet masters - her Green Belt Movement was a threat to the order and security of the country.

Maathai says much of the venom directed at her was due to her being a woman challenging what was an all male elite. She responded in characteristically direct language.

"They (Moi's politicians) are so incompetent that every time they feel the heat because women are challenging them, they have to check their genitalia, if only to reassure themselves. I'm not interested in that part of the anatomy.

"The issues I'm dealing with require the utilisation of what is above the neck."

Eventually the skyscraper project was abandoned. Maathai - who had been arrested several times in the course of campaigns to stop illegal logging in forest reserves, much of it by businessmen associated with Moi's Kanu party - received death threats, and along with her three children, fled to Tanzania.

When she returned to Kenya she was imprisoned after forming a women's group to protest about the torture of political opponents of the Moi regime. In 1992, in the course of a hunger strike, Maathai was beaten unconscious by police.

"Every time you provide leadership, every time you speak out, you expect you may suffer for what you believe in," says Maathai.

Another stream of visitors arrive. A frustrated aide to the Nobel prize winner is pointing anxiously at his watch. She is already an hour late for her next appointment. We shuffle along the corridor.

What she describes as the long dark years of Moi's reign came to an end in 2002 when, in general elections, the government of Mwai Kibaki was swept to power. Maathai, who had won a parliamentary seat by a landslide, was appointed deputy environment minister. The woman who for years had been the scourge of Kenya's cosy political establishment now finds herself a part of the power structure.

"Being a minister makes life easier," she says, a smile playing across her broad face. "I'm able to educate my colleagues - the men have to take me seriously now."

Asked recently whether she would like to be Kenya's president Maathai said there was, at present, no vacancy. She then added, with a familiar laugh - "The sky's the limit. I never say never."

In Kenya, Maathai still has enemies, particularly among sections of the business community associated with former president Moi.

Internationally, she has come in for criticism over comments she has made about HIV and Aids, suggesting they are biological weapons manufactured by the developed world to wipe out the black race.

Immediately after the mid-December Nobel ceremony Maathai sought to downplay the controversy. "I really don't know. I really don't have any idea. I'm not an expert in that field."

Critics accuse Maathai of talking first, thinking afterwards. It will not be long, they say, before Maathai - like one of her trees - outgrows her government role. Maathai shrugs.

"I'm trying very hard to be a good member of government. The important thing is to deliver on promises and push the environmental agenda." She says that whatever happens, she will continue digging holes and planting trees.

"I love trees, I love the colour. To me they represent life and they represent hope. I think it's the green colour." There's more laughter as she climbs into her jeep. "I tell people I think heaven is green."
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Korea Times: Ministers to Gather in Seoul for Environmental Conference

Environment ministers from 62 countries will gather for an international conference in Seoul on March 24-29. 

The Ministry of Environment said yesterday that the country will host the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development (MCED) in Asia and the Pacific at the Lotte Hotel Seoul. 

The conference has been convened every five years since 1985 by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP) and this time it has the theme of “achieving environmentally sustainable economic growth.’’ 

About 300 participants, including ministers, officials, and environmental experts and representatives from international organizations will discuss strategies for environmentally sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region for the 2006-10 period and adopt the Seoul Initiative. 

The Seoul Initiative is a recommendation of the government to other MCED member countries on action plans such as cooperating in pro-environment technology and holding workshops to develop desirable policies. 

The conference will also deal with other regional issues such as sandstorms and land degradation.

``We hope the conference will improve the reputation of Korea as a country leading the way in environmental protection and help gain an advantage for future environmental negotiations such as the climate change accord,’’ Song Yong-kwon, deputy director of the ministry in charge of planning the conference, said. 

Participants will include UNESCAP executive secretary Kim Hak-su, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer, former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, Asian Development Bank (ADB) president Haruhiko Kuroda and South Korean Environment Minister Kwak Kyul-ho. 

____________________________________________________________________________

The Jakarta Post: Empower local govts, summit concludes 
Ridwan Max Sijabat and Apriadi Gunawan

The Lake Toba Summit that brought around 1,000 delegates of developed and developing countries to northern Sumatra, concluded here over the weekend with a joint declaration calling for the strengthening of regional governments, businesspeople and the local community to implement sustainable economic development.

North Sumatra Governor T. Rizal Nurdin who read out the joint declaration, said that the earth's fate could no longer be solely entrusted to national governments and international institutions because besides being ineffective and inefficient, agents of development were actually local governments, businesspeople, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the local people. 

"All governments at the local/regional level have the authority to make necessary bylaws, concrete measures to carry out their own development programs benefiting the people, the economy and the environment," he said. He added that cooperation among regional governments worldwide must thus be "encouraged, maintained, or enhanced to allow them to exchange information, technology, experience and human resources". 

But the three-day talks, which was the first summit of the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development was only attended by low-echelon officials. Several figures from international bodies failed to show up. 

Erin Brockovich, a noted activist of Save the World Air Inc., emphasized the importance of a strong alliance among regional governments and the empowerment of vulnerable groups such as farmers, fishermen, women and children to implement the concept of sustainable development and help protect the environment. 

She cited how some state governments in the U.S. play an increasing role in the efforts to protect the environment by accepting the Kyoto Protocol despite the fact that Washington has not signed the treaty aimed to reduce the global greenhouse gas emission. 

Susie Ellies, vice president of the Indonesian and Philippine program of Conservation International, said a strong alliance among regional governments in northern Sumatra and local people was needed to seek a win-win solution for the environmental, economic and social problems in the region. 

"Local administrations in Aceh and North Sumatra have to make the necessary bylaws to enforce the environment law ... while locals in cooperation with NGOs have to influence decision makers ... to design an environmentally friendly economic development program." 

Environmentalists have cited the endangered condition of the Gunung Leuser in Aceh, Bahorok and Batang Gadis National Parks in North Sumatra due to "rapid economic activities" inside and outside the protected forests. 

The summit was jointly organized by the UN Environmental Program (UNEP), UN Habitat and UN Institute of Training and Research (UNITAR), and the Association of Indonesian Provincial Administrations. But many of the officials, along with governors from Riau, Jakarta, Papua, and Aceh went home after the opening ceremony in Medan, the capital of North Sumatra. 

____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (Banjul):  UNEP to Phase Out Leaded Gasoline in the Gambia 
 By Pa Modou Secka
11 March 2005 
  
The Government of The Gambia in collaboration with the United Nations Agency for the Environment (UNEP) intends to phase out the use of leaded gasoline in The Gambia. 

The Clean Air Programme of UNEP is an outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg, South Africa in 2002 and it hopes to bring Africa in line with the rest of the world to completely eliminate the use of leaded gasoline in vehicles by December 2005. 

According to a document signed for the Secretary General Office of the President by Mr. Momodou L.S Ceesay said, the Energy Department in consultation with the National Environmental Agency (NEA) is coordinating the phasing out of leaded gasoline in The Gambia. 

It further revealed that the first step in the implementation of this program is to hold a national stakeholders workshop to inform all stakeholders, discuss relevant issues pertaining to the institutional, legal and regulatory regimes and come to a consensus on a national strategy in this process for a lead-free fuel use. The stakeholders will conduct a sensitisation campaign following the outcome of the workshop, the document continues. 

The phasing out of leaded gasoline in The Gambia would be attended by permanent secretaries from various departments, the Solicitor General and the Legal Secretary at the Department of State for Justice, Director of the Geology Department, NEA, Executive Directors and Commissioners of various divisions in The Gambia. 

___________________________________________________________________________


Gambia Daily News (Banjul): Workshop Provides Strategies to Phase Out Leaded Petrol in Gambia 
By Landing Bondi 
11 March 2005  
PARTICIPANTS at a workshop held at the Kairaba Beach Hotel from Tuesday through Wednesday have proposed a deadline to stop importation of leaded petrol into The Gambia and made several other recommendations. The workshop recommended that all importation of leaded petrol should stop by 31 July 2005 and urged the Gambia government to announce this by 1 May 2005. 

The participants also said national sensitisation should be conducted two weeks before the announcement. It was further recommended that by 31 December 2005 all vehicle importers should bring in vehicles with catalytic converters. Catalytic converters are equipment used in a vehicle to reduce emission of pollutants. 

The stakeholders also said there should be a legislative review and new regulation for the whole of the petroleum sector. This should cover importation, transportation and distribution of petroleum, as well as licensing and standards. It was further recommended that there be a tender process that is open and transparent, and in line with GPPA guidelines. 

Only one importer should be selected and this should be limited to two years, the forum added. The stakeholders also recommended that the Standards and Consumer Protection Bureau, formerly known as Weights and Measures Unit, should be revitalized. There should also be certification of products. Opening the workshop on Wednesday, the Secretary of State for Fisheries, Natural Resources and the Environment, Bai Mass Taal, said the unleaded petrol programme started in June 2001 when a regional conference was held in Dakar, Senegal, to officially start a regional campaign to eliminate lead from petrol in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The Dakar conference declared the end of 2005 as the target date for the complete phase out of the use of leaded petrol in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), Mr. Taal added. He noted that up to 50 per cent of petrol consumed in Africa does not contain lead. He said he had been reliably informed that the Gambia had made progress in the process leading to the development of a standard for imported petrol, a framework for the legal and regulatory regimes and agreement on firm dates for complete phase out of the use of leaded petrol. "I have also been reliably informed that already the major players in the petrol importation trade have taken the initiative in importing only unleaded petrol from January 2005," the environment secretary added. 

Mr. Taal pointed out that lead is a dangerous air pollutant, as it contributes to high blood pressure, cancer and heart disease in adults. It also reduces the intelligence of children and causes behavioural disorders and impaired development in them. 

"Health risk assessments in cities around the world where leaded petrol is common have shown that lead aerosol is one of the most important causes of health damages due to air pollution," Mr. Taal said. He added that lead in petrol also increases vehicle maintenance costs and reduces the life of automobile engines. Mr. Taal said the programme of phasing out the use of leaded petrol, pioneered and sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), is greatly important to our environment, health and economy. He expressed the Gambia government's total commitment to maintaining sound environment management. He thanked UNEP for the financial, technical and logistical support in the Gambia's campaign against leaded petrol use and for facilitating the workshop. 

In her introductory remarks, the permanent secretary at the Office of the President, Teneng Jaiteh, who chaired the ceremony, said the programme to phase out the use of leaded petrol is an important step in bringing the Gambia in line with the international standards for a lead-free environment, as agreed at the World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in South Africa in September 2002. At that summit, she went on, governments agreed that the phasing out of leaded petrol should be given the highest priority. 

This was included in WSSD plan of implementation. Also at the WSSD, a global Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles (PCFV), coordinated by UNEP, was set up to support the global phase out of leaded petrol, with a special focus on sub-Saharan Africa, Mrs. Jaiteh said. She also noted that both the international and national efforts to eliminate lead in petrol are meant to maintain sound environmental practices. 

In her presentation on the progress made in the phasing out the use of lead in petrol in Sub-Saharan Africa, the UNEP representative at the workshop, Jane Akumu, said 14 countries have completely phased out and 10 have set phase-out dates. Sixteen countries have already introduced petrol without lead and twenty-four countries have action plans and activities to phase phase out, which includes task forces, legislation and public awareness. About 20 countries are being supported to phase out through workshops,task forces, public awareness and training. 

Ms Akumu said over 90 per cent of petrol consumed worldwide does not have lead. It is in Africa, East Europe and Middle East that leaded petrol is widely used, she added. Ms Akumu said the reason for adding lead to petrol is that it prevents engine knock or valve seat recession, which means excessive wear of exhaust valve seat closing surfaces by abrasion,corrosion and erosion. 

In other words, the adding of lead to petrol retards pre-ignition in petrol engines, which makes engines run rough and not shut off when the key is turned off. However, refinery technology has improved and modern cars are manufactured with hard valve seats to prevent engine knock or valve seat recession, Ms Akumu pointed out. 

Valve seat recession is not likely as occurs under conditions of lengthy high speed driving, she added. The UNEP representative said lead is highly toxic and no level of it is safe. She said addition of lead to petrol led to 6,500 to 11,600 heart attacks and 800 to 1400 strokes in Egypt. It also made the country suffer 6,300 to 11,000 premature adult deaths, 820 infant deaths and an average loss in IQ (intelligence Qoutient) in children. 

Egypt no longer uses petrol containing lead. Benin and Tanzania completed phase out of leaded petrol by December 2004. Nigeria, Sudan and Ghana have upgraded refineries and shut old ones and Cameroon and Ivory Coast have reduced octane in fuel. Octane is a chemical substance in petrol that reduces engine knock and its rating is improved by adding lead to petrol. 

Ms Akumu added that South Africa would upgrade all its refineries by 1 January 2006 and other countries with refineries have commited themselves to phase out by the end of this year. Regarding the benefits of fuel without lead, Ms Akumu said it reduces lead level in the atmosphere, facilitates use of catalytic converters which reduces other emissions such as carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide and hydrogencarbons by up to 90 per cent. 

Petrol without lead is also cheaper and reduces vehicle maintenance costs, Ms Akumu added. On the way forward, Ms Akumu called for joint effort of all stakeholders, government policy pronouncement and introduction of legislation in oil importing countries. Countries with refining capacity should make a decision on refinery closure or upgrading

____________________________________________________________________________

Zim Observer: Election campaign posters blight Zimbabwe capital 
By STAFF EDITORS 

13 March 2005
THREE years after Zimbabwe's Presidential elections, campaign posters depicting President Robert Mugabe holding his fist in the air as if threatening everyone in sight, remain plastered all over the city as does those of a smiling Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change. 

Anyone seeing these posters together with an array of new faces of aspiring members of parliament campaigning for the 31 March elections, must wonder how the system works - old posters and new bills carrying their sometimes conflicting political messages both in time and substance. 

In addition, the weekly musical shows and the gospel crusades around the capital have left the streets festooned with tonnes of posters. Harare, formerly referred to as the Sunshine City, has increasingly lost its shine in mountains of uncollected rubbish while buildings and security walls ar covered in ubiquitous political graffiti and election posters. 

The Harare Central Constituency, which also includes the Central Business District, (CBD) is arguably one of the most affected by the proliferation of campaign posters that are pasted on walls but no body seems to care whether or not they are removed after they have served their purpose. 

Independent candidate for Harare Central, Margaret Dongo concurred that the city had become unsightly as people and organisations continued to paste posters all over the city while there was no follow up action to remove the posters after the event. 

"It is the responsibility of the council to clean up and remove all expired posters. 

"I see nothing wrong with the council coming up with a by-law that compels people who put up posters to remove them afterwards, " Dongo said. 

A spokesperson for Environment Africa, which monitors environmental issues, June Muchemenyi-Nazare, said the random pasting of posters on walls and buildings had contributed towards wiping off the glamour away from the face of the capital. 

"A lot of individuals and institutions are putting up posters around the city but they do not make follow ups to remove them when the advertised event is over." 

Muchemenyi-Nazare said litter caused by posters was a growing problem in many cities in the country. "The other problem is that most people use glue to stick posters to walls and trees and this makes it very difficult to remove them. 

"On 5 June, the  Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will be commemorating World Environment Day and the emphasis will be on clean cities." The theme will be: Green Cities-Plan for the Planet. 

African countries commemorated Africa Environment Day on Friday with the theme: Clean Cities-Lets Plan for them. 

The spokesperson for the Harare City Council, Leslie Gwindi, said the council had a cleaning department responsible for removing posters. 

"There are designated areas where people are allowed to put up posters. If they put them up at undesignated areas we will just remove them." 

Gwindi became hostile when pressed to explain why posters from the 2002 elections were still around if they had a department responsible for cleaning up the city. 

When asked to mention the designated points for the benefit of the capital's residents, Gwindi said he could not do so at the time. 

Movement for Democratic Change spokesman, Paul Themba-Nyathi, said budgetary constraints had stalled the clean up exercise of removing campaign posters from the 2002 presidential elections. "We have cleaned up most parts of the country but Harare has been a problem because of financial constraints. We will certainly try to remove all our posters after the general elections because putting up campaign material defaces our cities and our countryside and makes them very ugly," Themba-Nyathi said. 

Zanu PF secretary for education, Sikhanyiso Ndlovu, who is a Politburo member, said political parties needed to develop a culture of responsibility for their surroundings. "Right now we have people spraying graffiti along the roads while others are using glue to paste their posters all over cities, making our beautiful cities very ugly. 

"Each party must be responsible for removing their posters," he said.

_______________________________________________________________________

Health & Medicine Week: Study proposes plastic bag ban in Kenya to eliminate health hazards
14 March 2005

Kenya should ban flimsy plastic bags and slap a hefty tax on the use of thicker ones to rid the East African nation of a growing environmental and health menace, according to a report released February 23, 2005.

Supermarkets alone hand out nearly 100 million plastic bags in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi, home to 3 million people where only 25% of the 1,500 tons (1,650 U.S. tons) of solid waste generated daily is currently collected, according to the study by the  Nations Environment Program, the National Environment Management Authority and Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis.

The bags, many of which are so thin that they are simply thrown away after one trip from the stores, have become a familiar eyesore in both urban and countryside areas, notes the first-ever study of the problem. 

Discarded plastic bags hold rain water and block gutters and drains, preventing the flow of water and sewage, thus providing ideal and new breeding grounds for mosquitoes carrying malaria, Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai said. Malaria is one of the 3 leading killer diseases in the world, along with AIDS and tuberculosis.

Discarded bags also choke farm animals and marine wildlife and pollute the soil as they gradually break down, according to the report.

About 100,000 whales, seals, turtles and other marine animals are killed by plastic bags each year worldwide, according to Planet Ark, an Australia-based environmental group, adding that the bags take between 15 and 1,000 years to break down.

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick, a tax on thicker ones and raising consumer awareness on the environmental costs of plastic bags should be used to reduce their use and provide funds for alternative, more environmental-friendly carriers such as cotton and sisal bags, according to the report.

The measures are particularly suitable for Kenya, whose struggling economy is unable to support the introduction of the more-expensive polyethylene bags that degrade quickly in the environment, Maathai said.

"At least we can start with a simpler solution before going to the more expensive solution," said Maathai, who is also Kenya's deputy environment minister. "It may look simple, but it has a great impact."

The report, titled "Selection, Design and Implementation of Economic Instruments in the Kenyan Solid Waste Management Sector," was launched by the United Nations environment chief Klaus Toepfer.

"Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries," Toepfer said. "The lessons learned from those countries that use so-called economic instruments is that they can change behavior and generate income for more environmentally friendly ways of dealing with waste and rubbish."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Ventura County Star (California): Tsunami pollution
13 March 2005 


Toxic and radioactive waste, washed onto Somalia's coastline by the Dec. 26 Indian Ocean tsunami, has caused an outbreak of illness in the chaotic African nation. The U.N. Environment Program announced that containers of the hazardous materials had been dumped off the Somali coastline in the past, and were ruptured by the massive ocean wave. It said villagers began reporting a wide range of medical problems after the waste washed ashore. Observers say the country's warlords were paid large amounts of cash to allow the waste to be dumped.

[...] 


_____________________________________________________________________________

Earth Negotiations Bulletin: Summary of the Nordic Roundtable on Business Relations and Sustainable Consumption and Production in a North/South Perspective
Vol. 103 No. 1
Sunday, 13 March 2005 


9-10 MARCH 2005 
The Nordic Roundtable on Business Relations and Sustainable Consumption and Production in a North/South Perspective took place in Oslo, Norway from 9-10 March 2005. The event was organized by the Nordic Ad Hoc Group on Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP), in cooperation with the Norwegian Foundation for Sustainable Consumption and Production (GRIP) and the Nordic Partnership. Fifty invited experts from business and industry, governments, academia and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from both developed and developing countries attended the meeting. 
Key topics taken up during the roundtable included international cooperation on SCP, the role of business, European Union (EU) activities in implementing SCP, the promotion of green suppliers, the role of governments in developing countries in supporting SCP, and the role of investments by Nordic countries – Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden – in the South in promoting SCP. Delegates also considered global consumption trends, and challenges, opportunities and recommendations for further work. 
Based on the discussions at the Roundtable, the Nordic Ad Hoc Group on SCP will finalize a report that will be presented during the thirteenth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-13) in April 2005 to inform about how business relations in a North-South perspective can promote SCP. The report will also be considered at the second international meeting of the “Marrakech Process” on SCP, scheduled to take place in Costa Rica in September 2005. The Roundtable is therefore expected to contribute to the formulation of UN policies on SCP. It will also contribute to EU and Nordic policy making.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION
Sustainable consumption and production (SCP) has been on the international agenda for well over a decade. In June 1992, the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) – the “Rio Earth Summit” – adopted Agenda 21, which in Chapter 4 highlighted unsustainable patterns of production and consumption and focused on developing national policies and strategies to encourage changes in such patterns. UNCED also established a number of processes and mechanisms to support sustainable development and environmental protection, including the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD). CSD was charged with ensuring effective follow-up to UNCED, enhancing international cooperation, and examining progress in implementing Agenda 21 at the local, national, regional and international levels. The Commission held its first substantive session in June 1993 and has met annually since. At its third session, in 1995, CSD adopted an International Work Programme on Changing Consumption and Production Patterns, which dealt with issues such as trends in consumption and production patterns, the impacts on developing countries of changes in consumption patterns in developed countries, and revision of the 1985 UN Guidelines for Consumer Protection.
A number of other meetings and workshops in support of SCP were also held during the 1990s. At the same time, some governments and other stakeholders began to take action to promote SCP, with initiatives such as eco-labeling and “green” taxes being introduced. There was also a growing realization of the role of business in supporting sustainable development. Some companies began to respond to the issue, with initiatives such as the establishment of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, the Global Reporting Initiative, and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Finance Initiative.

WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: In 2002, delegates at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg agreed on further action to support SCP. In Chapter III of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI), delegates decided to develop a 10-year framework in support of regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift towards SCP. The JPOI also called for, inter alia: the promotion of social and economic development that recognizes the capacity of ecosystems and decouples economic growth from environmental degradation; an increase in the efficiency of production processes; and the reduction of resource degradation, pollution and waste generation.
The international effort in support of SCP continued in May 2003, when the eleventh session of the CSD identified unsustainable patterns of consumption and production as a cross-cutting issue to be addressed in its future discussions. The JPOI 10-year framework was also selected for in-depth consideration by CSD in 2010-2011. Progress on the development and implementation of the 10-year framework, and reports on SCP issues as applied to the themes for each period, will be submitted to the Commission at each of its biennial Review Sessions.
MARRAKECH PROCESS: Further follow-up to the WSSD took place in June 2003, when an international expert meeting on SCP was held in Marrakech, Morocco. This meeting launched the “Marrakech Process” on the 10-year framework, with the next international meeting – “Marrakech+2” – planned for September 2005 in Costa Rica.
NORDIC AD HOC GROUP ON SCP: Nordic ministers of environment also addressed SCP, and agreed in 2003 to establish a Nordic Ad Hoc Group on SCP. The group was asked to support the Marrakech Process and other work on SCP by promoting practical action and partnerships, showcasing concrete examples from different actors in the Nordic countries, and raising understanding about SCP.
The Nordic Ad Hoc Group decided to provide input to the Marrakech Process and to the CSD. With the increasing realization that business and industry both in the North and South are critical to establishing SCP patterns, the group agreed to focus its input on strengthening the role business can play in promoting SCP, taking a North-South perspective. To develop this input, the group agreed that a roundtable should be held prior to CSD-13.

REPORT OF THE ROUNDTABLE
The Nordic Roundtable on Business Relations and Sustainable Consumption and Production in a North/South Perspective opened on Wednesday morning, 9 March 2005. The meeting was chaired by Sweden’s Environmental Ambassador, Viveka Bohn.
OPENING SESSION
The meeting opened with a keynote speech from Norway’s Environment Minister Knut Arild Hareide and with words of welcome from Viveka Bohn, who outlined the meeting programme. This was followed by speeches on international cooperation, EU activities, and a southern perspective from China on the role of the Chinese Government in promoting greener products.
KEYNOTE SPEECH: Highlighting the dramatic global population growth in recent decades, Knut Arild Hareide noted that “we are in the middle of a consumer revolution,” but that 1.2 billion people still live on less than one dollar a day. With ecosystems under increasing pressure from human activities, he argued that a business-as-usual approach is not sufficient, and drew attention to the need to look carefully at both Northern and Southern consumption and production patterns. He underscored the role of business in promoting sustainable development, and called for multilateral cooperation and a focus on best practices and approaches to make sustainable development a reality. Emphasizing the role of governments in influencing markets, producers and consumers, he pointed to a new manual on achieving “green public buying” and to the Nordic ministers’ strategy on sustainable development.
PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME: Roundtable Chair Viveka Bohn drew attention to the outcomes of the WSSD, including agreement on the need to decouple economic growth from environmental degradation. She explained that the focus of this roundtable was on SCP in a business context, particularly in terms of North-South cooperation. She indicated that presentations and discussions would consider UN viewpoints on international cooperation for SCP, followed by EU and developing country perspectives on SCP. In addition, case studies would be presented to examine: 
· how collaboration between Nordic purchasers and suppliers in the South can promote SCP;
  

· how Nordic investment can promote SCP; and 
  

· how Nordic companies can develop new SCP markets in the South. 

Thanking the Roundtable’s organizers, including GRIP and the Nordic Ad Hoc Group on SCP, she said this meeting will contribute to discussions at CSD-13, where a side event has been scheduled for 18 April. It will also contribute to the ongoing Marrakech Process.
UN PERSPECTIVES ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON SCP: Bas de Leeuw, Head of the Strategy Unit with the Production and Consumption Branch of UNEP, briefed participants on the Marrakech Process. He identified four steps in the process: regional consultations; regional and national strategies; local, national and regional projects; and monitoring, coordination and information sharing. Observing that the process is still at the consultation stage, he highlighted various regional meetings held since 2003, and drew attention to the upcoming international meeting in Costa Rica in September 2005. He underscored that SCP is an issue for the South as well as the North, and explained that UNEP’s priorities for the Marrakech Process include meeting the basic needs of the poor through supporting efficient and effective consumption and production. He stated that the process should also contribute to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). He drew attention to the “global consumer class” and its influence on SCP, and highlighted the role business can play in supporting SCP. He suggested that the challenge for the Marrakech Process is to demonstrate the added value of SCP, support capacity building, engage business, generate interest among development agencies and banks, and develop specific task forces or “lead countries” to push the agenda forward.
EU ACTIVITIES IN IMPLEMENTING SCP: Robert Goodchild, Directorate General for the Environment, European Commission, reported on the outcomes of the European Stakeholder Meeting on Sustainable Consumption and Production, held in Ostend, Belgium from 25-26 November 2004. He outlined measures already taken by the EU, drawing attention to the sustainable development strategy, plans to develop a resource strategy and the assessment of the environmental impacts of EU’s policy choices. He listed the challenges identified in Ostend, which include decoupling economic growth from environmental degradation; working with the market; identifying indicators, timetables, benchmarks, and targets; and forming coherent strategies. He observed that it is easier to integrate sustainable development into environmental policy than other policies. He also listed various concrete initiatives from the Ostend meeting, including partnerships and pilot projects, task forces with specific actions, sustainable public procurement targets, comprehensive policies for specific products, and the monitoring of WSSD commitments. He concluded that the sustainable development strategy must be integrated within the overall EU policy framework, and that gaps must be identified and filled. He also noted that the European Commission’s objective is to communicate the outcome to the global community. Participants discussed the impact of the EU’s policies on developing countries, and how the work of the Nordic Council of Ministers can benefit the development of the EU’s policies on SCP.
A PERSPECTIVE FROM THE SOUTH: PROMOTING GREENER PRODUCTS FROM CHINA: Hu Tao, Chief Economist, Policy Research Center of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), China, stressed the political importance his country attaches to sustainable development, explaining that China’s understanding of the concept is of a “xiaokang” – or “harmonized” – society. He reported that China promotes sustainable development in the dimensions of production, consumption and sustainable trade. Regarding production, he said the objective is the full internalization of environmental costs, and noted that corporate social responsibility is being introduced. He mentioned a new renewable energy law and outlined the concept of ecological migration to relocate people from ecologically vulnerable areas. Concerning China’s initiatives on sustainable consumption, he listed eco-labeling schemes, greening of government procurement, and measures to address consumption of non-renewable resources. He pointed out that trade has a strong impact on production and consumption in China, highlighted sustainable trade as a new policy area and explained that China is currently assessing the environmental impacts of its trade policy. Identifying barriers to sustainable development in China, he listed poverty levels, difficulties in identifying and internalizing externalities, lack of coordination at different government levels, fast economic growth, reliance on heavy and chemical industries, population growth, and various environmental problems.
SESSION ON COLLABORATION BETWEEN NORDIC PURCHASERS AND SUPPLIERS IN THE SOUTH TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION
This session examined how collaboration between Nordic purchasers and suppliers in the South can promote SCP. 
Søren Hjuler Vogelsang, Vice President of Corporate Sustainable Development, Danisco, explained his company’s activities in the food ingredient industry, focusing on its sustainable development work in areas such as product safety, environmental ethics, and social activities. He highlighted the company’s systems for quality management, food safety management, traceability, product recall, and bioterrorism and security, and outlined its environmental ethics and corporate social accountability policy. He explained the challenges facing Danisco in ensuring its products are produced sustainably through the entire supply chain, citing examples from experiences in sourcing vanilla beans from Madagascar, lime peels from Mexico, and castor oil from India. 
Responding to a question about whether Danisco should stop buying vanilla beans from Madagascar due to serious concerns over sustainability and working conditions, Vogelsang drew attention to commercial considerations. One participant suggested that Danisco should use its significant financial power to pressure suppliers from Madagascar to improve their practices. Viveka Bohn said the example raised many ethical questions. In response to a question about how governments can help companies achieve SCP, Vogelsang highlighted the need for regulations that would facilitate both investment in the South and the transfer of knowledge and know-how. Regarding obstacles to sustainability, one participant observed that those at the start of the supply chain are often more concerned with their day-to-day survival than environmental issues or sustainability.
Camilla Stang, Corporate Social Responsibility Manager, Varner Group, presented on sustainable supply chain management in the Varner Group, a retail clothing company sourcing textiles from 25 countries. She explained that the company has launched a Code of Conduct for suppliers, which deals with matters such as compliance with national laws, discrimination, and environmental protection. She outlined the company’s efforts to “map the supply chain,” including monitoring compliance with the Code of Conduct. While noting the benefits of such codes, Stang acknowledged difficulties in ensuring environmental standards at every stage of the supply chain. Identifying areas for improvement, she highlighted the need to develop institutions to monitor local compliance, capacity building and training, consumer awareness, an effective regulatory framework, and the involvement of other stakeholders, including NGOs. 
Lena Petersson, Communications Manager, Star Tour – Blue Village, informed participants that there are already 700 million tourists in the world each year – a figure expected to double within next 20 years. She highlighted sustainable tourism as a major challenge and said her company implements practical projects in cooperation with organizations such as World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Save the Children, and the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). She outlined her company’s programme on hotels and environment, which involves an annual survey on waste, water and sanitary issues, and explained that one of the aims of the survey is to raise local awareness. She drew attention to the Blue Village hotels in Scandinavia, where environmental standards have been developed by Star Tour in cooperation with WWF. She stressed the importance of promoting environmental awareness among travelers, noting that tourists’ behavior has an important impact on local standards and practices.
In the ensuing discussion, participants considered the need for training in developing countries, noting that local capacity and monitoring are often lacking. One participant highlighted the role of governments and their development agencies, and said companies could help in identifying training needs in developing countries based on their local expertise. Stang said purchasers can play a role in increasing local environmental awareness, and be more flexible in placing orders to help producers plan the production cycle better. Petersson noted that sustainability issues are now being considered in Thailand, where some tourist resorts are being rebuilt following the December 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.
SESSION ON NORDIC INVESTMENT IN THE SOUTH
On Wednesday afternoon, participants met for a session on how Nordic investment in the South can promote SCP. 
Jan-Olaf Willums, Renewable Energy Corporation (REC), outlined his company’s involvement in the photovoltaics (PV) industry, noting in particular the ongoing growth in large-scale “upstream” production in countries such as Japan, the US, and Germany. He presented a case study of REC’s experiences in southern Africa, where REC signed an agreement with the South African Government for a 20-year PV concessional license. He highlighted various challenges to the project, including the Government’s decision to alter the terms of the agreement, and difficulties in southern Africa with local quality control, nepotism and corruption. On lessons learned, he highlighted the need for flexibility in dealing with local conditions, the benefits of a transparent system with strong local partners, and political stability. He recommended: 
· further work on the “concession concept,” which should be based on solid private-public partnerships and risk guarantees; 
  

· efforts to improve the competence of local administrations by cooperating with the World Bank Institute in its corporate social responsibility and anti-corruption campaign;
  

· action to attract micro-financing to PV, including through solar energy bonds; and
  

· the reduction of business risk through the use of sovereign risk guarantees rather than grants. 

Gudni Dagbjartsson, Vice President of ABB Group, highlighted the critical role of energy in achieving sustainable development, noting that health, education and other development goals cannot be achieved without electricity. He noted the large number of people without access to electricity, emphasizing that the private and public sectors must cooperate to finance this demand for energy, and listing security concerns and corruption as the biggest obstacles to investment. He said governments and multilateral organizations can play an important role in guiding the process, addressing corruption, and providing guarantees to facilitate financing. He stressed that community electrification can significantly improve children’s learning; help attract competent staff; address health problems caused by biomass fuels used in cooking; and promote job creation. He discussed an electrification project in Tanzania implemented by ABB in cooperation with the WWF, and showed a film about the project. 
In the subsequent discussion, participants talked about possibilities for replacing diesel-powered generators used in the electrification project with wind power, and discussed using biodiesel in these generators. Dagbjartsson noted the high costs of wind technology, and the cost and limited supply of biodiesel as possible obstacles.
Svein Wilhelmsen, Managing Director of Basecamp Explorer, explained that his company’s aim is to demonstrate that eco-based tourist venues can contribute to environmental conservation, social and cultural objectives, while still generating long-term profits. He discussed a basecamp in Masai Mara, Kenya, implemented as a best practice pilot project. The project is a public-private partnership involving, inter alia, UNESCO, WWF, IUCN-World Conservation Union and Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency. Highlighting the potential and benefits of eco-tourism for local communities, he noted that the Masai Mara basecamp has demonstrated a strong local impact, and also made a profit in 2004. He listed culture, biodiversity, energy, education and health as the “Big Five of Eco-tourism,” and outlined challenges relating to bureaucracy, local management training, marketing and distribution, and attitudes towards public-private partnerships. Noting that 80% of new eco-tourism companies go bankrupt within two years, he discussed the possible roles that UNEP and NGOs could play in promoting and supporting such companies.
Participants identified the lack of understanding of local needs as an obstacle to doing business with local communities. They also highlighted the role of tourist companies in involving local communities, and noted the challenge of getting consumers to differentiate eco-products from other products. Participants discussed the possibility of using market-based measures to encourage hotel customers to save water, electricity and other resources. One participant drew attention to macro-level problems and highlighted costs arising from risks such as corruption, terrorism and incompetence against which there is no insurance. He called for development agencies to take on these risks, and raised the idea of selling bonds for development, or creating a market for such risks.
SESSION ON NORDIC COMPANIES AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW SCP MARKETS IN THE SOUTH
Late Wednesday afternoon, delegates convened for a session on how Nordic companies can develop new SCP markets in the South. 
Einar Flydal, Senior Adviser, Telenor, outlined the company’s mobile telecommunications activities in both the North and South, and its work on sustainability, environmental standards and corporate social responsibility. Speaking in a personal capacity, he considered the question: can SCP be achieved in the information and communications technologies (ICT) sector? While arguing that the sector probably can be sustainable in terms of production, distribution, consumption and organization of networks and applications, he expressed concern about the amount of new applications and equipment, and about the indirect impact of ICT on cultures, the environment, and transport systems. In order to achieve SCP in this sector, he highlighted sound regulation and legal procedures, and strong partnerships between business, government and civil society. He also reported on a case study from Bangladesh – the Grameen Phone initiative – that involved Telenor and Grameen Bank in developing a mobile telephone network. He explained that the initiative had helped to develop the country’s communications infrastructure, creating 80,000 “village phone ladies” who had bought handsets and sold telephone time to other villagers.
Responding to a comment from one participant that a “saturation point” for village phone ladies had been reached and that increased competition was causing some of these small businesses to fail, Flydal agreed that the business was changing and developing. In response to a question about problems caused by handset batteries, Flydal said the Grameen Phone is “just a normal mobile phone operation” that has done little to solve the problem to date, although it is actively promoting sustainable development in other ways.
Ingrid Brauer, Manager, Management Systems, ITT Flygt, presented her company’s experiences with SCP. Informing participants that ITT Flygt has a long history in the water industry and is active in both the North and South, she outlined its efforts to improve energy efficiency and reduce carbon dioxide emissions and waste. In particular, she highlighted work to reduce the environmental impact of the company’s products, and support for the lifecycle approach. She also described a new design concept for ITT Flygt’s water pump systems that reduces energy consumption. Noting the difficulties in communicating the benefits of a lifecycle cost approach, she recommended reaching out to end-users to increase their awareness, continuing training about the benefits of such an approach, and working with governments and NGOs. In promoting SCP in the South, she highlighted the need for long-term partnerships and a focus on quality and reliability rather than on environmental issues when communicating with customers.
In the ensuing discussion, one participant raised the issue of involving small and medium-sized companies in the South, noting that credit for these companies is either not available, or that interest rates often exceed 20 percent – significantly more than in the North. He noted that this creates an unequal playing field and makes it difficult for the South to buy environmentally-friendly equipment. Another participant noted that, in addition to the poorest and wealthiest countries from the South and North that were the focus of discussions, there are also countries “in the middle.” She noted plans for a Roundtable for Mercosur countries – Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay – and supported plans for greater dialogue and cooperation.
SESSION ON GLOBAL CONSUMPTION TRENDS: A CHINESE PERSPECTIVE
On Thursday morning, 10 March, delegates convened for a session on global consumption trends, hearing a presentation offering a perspective from China and discussing major trends. 
Sheri Liao, President, Global Village of Beijing, China, discussed changes in Chinese consumption patterns since the 1970s, stressing the importance of public education on sustainable consumption and promotion of environmental values. She outlined the activities of her NGO in China, including its work on green community development; an environmental programme on national television; dialogue with journalists; a mountain resort for training and eco-tourism; environmental education for children; a recycling project with a packaging company; and an energy saving programme involving hotels. Highlighting the importance of partnerships, she explained that her NGO cooperates with SEPA, companies and other NGOs. She said the first environmental NGO in China was established in 1994, and noted that about 60 Chinese environmental NGOs cooperate through an annual forum and newsletter. She emphasized the importance of international support for Chinese NGOs that promote environmental awareness, as China’s choices are crucial for the world’s environmental resource management.
Participants then discussed China’s long term development and consumption patterns. Focusing on energy needs, Hu Tao, SEPA, indicated that China’s per capita emissions are still low but increasing, and said the Chinese demand for cars, air conditioners and other products is similar to that in the West. He predicted that in 20 years China’s consumption of energy and natural resources will be high, but stressed China’s efforts to change the business-as-usual scenario, improve energy efficiency and achieve sustainable development. He discussed the potential of technological innovation, mentioning electric bicycles and fuel cells. 
Sheri Liao said China should aim for a development pattern that is different from Western countries and mentioned public transport and bicycles as concrete measures. Highlighting the importance of public awareness, she said SCP cannot happen if the public wants to abandon the traditional Chinese lifestyle and adopt Western consumption patterns. Emphasizing the role of the media, she suggested a television channel run by UNEP to promote green consumption and environmental awareness.
On the role of trade and the World Trade Organization (WTO), Hu Tao indicated that China is currently assessing the environmental impacts of its trade policy with the aim of adjusting it. He said China’s position in the WTO negotiations on trade and environment is different from the majority of developing countries, and that China is, for instance, not opposing the inclusion of environmental goods and services. A participant noted the positive impact of China’s economic growth on Norway’s economy, predicted that oil prices would remain high and mentioned the potential of renewable energy. Tao highlighted China’s new renewable energy law and said China’s objective is to improve energy efficiency and to restructure its energy sector, increasing the use of hydro, solar, wind and possibly also nuclear energy. Discussing electricity losses in energy transmission within China’s grid system, he pointed to the potential for technology transfer. Sheri Liao drew attention to environmental and social impacts of large dam projects and said environmental NGOs in China oppose such projects but are criticized by the government. One participant noted that the proportion of hydro energy in Venezuela is high, but that the dams were constructed without assessing their impacts. Participants noted that Norway had ranked 600 potential hydro projects based on their economic, environmental and social impacts, and is no longer building dams. However, they also noted that it is both an economic and political question as to when to stop constructing dams.
One participant drew attention to the SCP of food and water. Noting that the production of food is highly water intensive and inefficient, he explained that it takes 15 cubic meters of water to produce 1 kilogram of corn-fed beef, but only one cubic meter of water to produce 1 kilogram of grains. He talked about the “virtual water trade,” which he said relates to the huge amounts of water involved in producing foodstuffs that are then exported elsewhere (for instance, beef from Latin America exported to Europe). Another participant noted that some countries may not be perceived to have water problems, but that they are ultimately exporting water, through trade, to other countries. Viveka Bohn stressed that SCP also clearly relates to human food consumption. 
CLOSING SESSION: CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK
Late Thursday morning, Viveka Bohn introduced a two-page Chair’s draft summary of the discussions and recommendations from the Roundtable. She clarified that the text is not intended as a negotiated outcome, but seeks to reflect the discussions and will provide input for the Nordic Ad Hoc Group on SCP when it develops its contribution to CSD-13 and the Marrakech Process.
CHAIR’S DRAFT SUMMARY: The Chair’s draft summary provides a brief background to the Roundtable. It contains a “common message from the Roundtable,” which supports properly managed supply chains, investment strategies, market development, and decoupling economic and social development from environmental degradation.
Lessons Learned: The Chair’s draft text also contains a section on lessons learned from the Roundtable discussions. On general lessons, the summary refers to the links between SCP and trade, cooperation within governments, and “subsidiarity,” which means ensuring that environmental impacts are addressed by regulations at the appropriate level. In terms of business activities, lessons learned include the importance of good governance, the need to tackle corruption, and the value of effective regulatory frameworks and monitoring institutions, external reporting, transparency, good local partners, and the internalization of environmental and social costs. 
This section of the Chair’s draft summary also contains sub-sections on challenges relating to the supply chain, development in the South, and marketing sustainable products. Challenges to making the supply chain more sustainable include: difficulties communicating and implementing procurement requirements; the need for mechanisms to monitor and ensure continual improvement on SCP; and better collaboration between purchaser and producer. Challenges in the South include bureaucratic processes that may be “slow, unfair and unpredictable,” risk-related concerns for business, and a negative perception in some places with regards to products labeled “Made in Africa/China.” Marketing challenges include the need for increased consumer awareness, difficulties in communicating the concept of lifecycle costs, and the need for more investment in demand-side management.
Recommendations: The Chair’s draft text concludes with some recommendations for future action. For businesses, it includes recommendations for strong anti-corruption rules and monitoring and the establishment by purchasers of minimum training standards for suppliers. It also recommends that the development community engage in SCP-related capacity building and technology transfer, identify ways to establish a risk coverage fund through development aid, and reevaluate the balance between development aid, risk guarantees and loans. 
Other recommendations include: developing and distributing handbooks and organizing training on public procurement; supporting collaboration on marketing; establishing task forces led by specific countries to work with specific sector; engaging in more training and awareness raising; and developing indicators, benchmarks, timetables and targets.
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SUMMARY: Noting that the text was based on Wednesday’s discussions, Chair Bohn then added a number of other issues to the list, including those raised during Thursday morning’s discussions. These additional issues include: the emphasis placed on the clear linkages between SCP, poverty eradication and the MDGs; corporate accountability; energy efficiency; and a clearer link to the challenges and opportunities for SCP in the ICT sector. She also suggested adding a recommendation for a task force on energy production and consumption under the Marrakech Process. 
Chair Bohn then invited comments on the text. Participants made many observations and suggestions, highlighting issues such as: 
· food and water production and consumption; 
  

· trade and the WTO; 
  

· the problem of corruption;
  

· public-private sector cooperation on capacity building and training;
  

· difficulties with monitoring, implementing and enforcing regulations; 
  

· consumption patterns and the need for more input from consumer organizations; 
  

· the value of consumer awareness campaigns, especially those targeted at young people;
  

· the role of NGOs; 
  

· the importance of engaging with a wider group of businesses, including small and medium-sized enterprises, and of providing incentives for them to engage in SCP;
  

· the need to include specific recommendations for governments; and
  

· the need to build on existing systems and initiatives (for instance, by referring specifically to the Global Reporting Initiative in the Chair’s summary text on reporting). 

Several participants also discussed reference in the summary text to perceptions about the quality of goods with a “Made in Africa/China” label. One participant said this concern might relate less to China than to Africa. Another pointed out that the perception applies more to manufactured goods than some other products, and that this issue should be addressed not just by technical quality-control mechanisms, but also by a branding and communication exercise.
CLOSE OF THE MEETING: Chair Bohn thanked participants for their feedback. She indicated that the conclusions from this meeting would be revised and presented at the side event during CSD-13. She expressed her gratitude to the speakers for their interesting and constructive presentations and to participants for their active input. She also thanked the Nordic Ad Hoc Group on SCP for organizing the meeting, noting that it was clear that there was much work to be done on this issue. She declared the meeting closed shortly before 12:30 pm.
__________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Environment: Bright Note, Weak Record 
14 March 2005
The outlook for the environment may have improved. With the Bush administration, that's worth noting.

We have no illusions of anything like straight-line progress toward a healthier environment with a government that has repeatedly shown itself to be extraordinarily willing to do the bidding of big corporations. This week, for instance, the administration's Senate supporters will take another shot at opening up oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Despite repeated rejections, the administration seems intent on trying every avenue to despoil the Alaskan landscape.

But the administration has made two good moves lately. On Friday, the Environmental Protection Agency imposed new limits on ozone and soot pollution. 

The action will mainly help the eastern half of the country, where coal-fired power plants are a major concern. But the new Clean Air Interstate Rule, which will go into effect in phases through 2015, promises major health improvements. The EPA estimates that each year the rule will save $100 billion in health care costs, millions of lost school and workdays and 17,000 premature deaths. For an administration with a weak environmental record, this is a real bright spot.

President Bush may be headed toward more such actions. His nominee as new EPA administrator is Stephen Johnson, an agency scientist widely respected by environmentalists and industry alike. If the White House lets him run the EPA without political interference, there could be a number of decisions as good as the clean air rule.

________________________________________________________________________

 REF _LA_Times:_EPA \h 
 \* MERGEFORMAT LA Times: EPA Puts a New Cap on Pollution
The agency says the rule will sharply cut power plant emissions, mostly in the Northeast. The action prompts rare environmentalist praise.

By Edwin Chen
 

11 March 2005

WASHINGTON — The Bush administration moved Thursday to sharply reduce air pollution from power plants that emit nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide, issuing a rule that the Environmental Protection Agency said would eventually prevent 17,000 premature deaths and tens of thousands of heart attacks and hospitalizations each year, mostly in the Northeast.

The action produced a rare moment of broad praise for an administration that has clashed repeatedly with environmental groups — although some advocates said the White House could have done more.

"It will deliver the biggest reductions in smog-forming ozone and fine-particle pollution from U.S. power plants in 15 years," said Fred Krupp, president of Environmental Defense. "What a great way for Steve Johnson to begin his tenure at the helm of EPA by signing this rule."

Johnson is the acting EPA administrator and President Bush's nominee to hold that job on a permanent basis.

The new Clean Air Interstate Rule caps emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides across 28 Eastern states and the District of Columbia. The EPA anticipates that reductions will come mostly from cuts in power plant emissions.

The rule also sets up a trading system, similar to an existing program for acid rain, under which the states will set emissions caps for individual polluters. Those that produce more than their share of emissions will be able to buy credits from those that are producing less than their allocated share. They may also choose to install new pollution-control equipment or switch to less-polluting fuels. 

In addition to imposing the caps, the new rule sets stringent emissions monitoring requirements, accompanied by penalties for noncompliance.

When fully implemented by 2015, the EPA said, the new rule would reduce sulfur dioxide emissions in the covered states by more than 70% and nitrogen oxide emissions by more than 60% from 2003 levels. The agency said the lowered pollution levels would annually prevent 17,000 premature deaths, millions of lost work and school days, and tens of thousands of nonfatal heart attacks and hospital admissions.

The regulation "will result in the largest pollution reductions and health benefits of any air rule in more than a decade," Johnson said.

The EPA plans to issue another rule next week that would require coal-fired power plants to reduce their mercury emissions. That rule would provide "the first-ever national cap on mercury emissions from power plants and result in a 70% decrease in mercury levels," President Bush said Wednesday during an address on energy and the environment in Columbus, Ohio.

The EPA issued its new clean air rule only a day after a key Senate committee failed to approve Bush's controversial Clear Skies Initiative, which would have rewritten the Clean Air Act and done on a nationwide basis some of what the EPA rule will do in the Northeast.

The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee deadlocked 9-9 Wednesday on Bush's plan, meaning it could remain bottled up in committee indefinitely. One Republican and an independent senator joined with Democrats to stall the measure.

Like the new EPA rule, the legislation would limit emissions of certain pollutants and establish a trading system for pollution credits. 

But environmentalists and some lawmakers said the legislation was flawed because it would allow industry to upgrade power plants without installing state-of-the-art pollution controls. Opponents also said the legislation did not do enough to halt global warming and would move too slowly to reduce dangerous pollutants, such as mercury.

Bush said in Columbus that the EPA rule would "provide some of the same benefits as Clear Skies, but they are not a substitute for effective legislation."

On Thursday, Sen. James M. Jeffords (I-Vt.), a member of the environment committee, welcomed the EPA rule, but he called for additional steps to further reduce pollutants.

"This rule represents a small step forward in reducing pollution from old, dirty power plants, but the administration has chosen to exercise only part of its authority to control damaging emissions," Jeffords said in a statement. "Full and responsible enforcement of the Clean Air Act would have required significantly greater reductions from the oldest and dirtiest plants sooner."

But Sen. Sen. James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.), the committee's chairman, called the EPA rule "inferior" to the legislation that Bush wanted. He said the regulation would "result in more litigation, uncertainty and fewer lives saved than the Clear Skies bill."

Industry and environmental groups noted the rule's limited geographic scope, and called for more action from Washington.

___________________________________________________________________________

Nouvel Observateur: Paris prépare un plan anti-voiture (Associated Press)

[similar stories by AFP in TF1, France 3 and others]
Le Journal du Dimanche publie un avant-projet de la municipalité d"'allègement de la circulation dans les quartiers centraux" de la capitale. 


Le Journal du Dimanche du 13 mars publie la teneur de l'avant-projet d"'allègement de la circulation dans les quartiers centraux" de Paris qui propose à terme de fermer la voie Georges-Pompidou aux voitures, de remettre les Grands boulevards à double sens et de restreindre la circulation des non-résidents dans le cœur de la capitale. 
Cet avant-projet, qui "résulte de deux ans d'études de la Direction de la voirie et des déplacements (DVD)", a été transmis pour avis aux élus de gauche des quatre arrondissements concernés (du 1er au 4e) en décembre, rapporte le JDD. Il "doit encore être finalisé et arbitré par (le maire de Paris) Bertrand Delanoë".

Trois phases

Le plan, qui toucherait la zone allant "de la Bastille à la place de la Concorde et des Grands boulevards à la Seine", compte trois phases, selon l'hebdomadaire. 
Dans un premier temps, la vitesse serait réduite à 30km/h, une file de circulation serait supprimée sur les quais hauts pour créer une piste cyclable, un réseau cyclable nord-sud serait aménagé et les Grands boulevards seraient remis à double sens. Le stationnement pour les non-résidents passerait à trois euros de l'heure tandis que de nouveaux couloirs de bus seraient aménagés. 
Puis, entre 2007 et 2009, la quasi-totalité de la voirie souterraine des Halles serait fermée ainsi que le boulevard Morland. L'opération "Paris respire" (circulation automobile interdite le dimanche dans certains quartiers) serait étendue à tout le centre de la capitale. 
Enfin, entre 2010 et 2012, la voie Georges-Pompidou serait définitivement fermée aux voitures, les cars de tourisme et les véhicules des non-résidents feraient l'objet d'une restriction permanente de circulation dans le centre de Paris.

____________________________________________________________________________

Chinaview (Xinhua): Sustainable economy helpful to environment protection
14 March 2005

BEIJING, Mar. 14 -- Director of the State Environmental Protection Administration says developing a sustainable economy is the best way to tackle the conflict between environmental protection and economic development. 

Xie Zhenghua made the remarks at a symposium in Beijing on Sunday.     

He says environment officials at all levels needed to improve environmental planning. 

He called on all environment departments to promote clean production and better protect the environment using technology and innovation.
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Arab engineers to share ideas

Engineers from around the Arab world are meeting in Bahrain today, for a key conference, which will discuss engineering infrastructure integration in the region.

The 23rd Arab Engineering Conference will be held under the patronage of Prime Minister Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa at the Gulf International Convention and Exhibition Centre, Gulf Hotel.

The three-day event is being hosted by the Bahrain Society of Engineers, (BSE) under the theme Towards Development and Integration of Engineering Infrastructure in the Arab World. 

The role of the private sector to construct mega projects in the field of power and water and the strategies for linking and integrating power and water networks in the Arab world will be studied.

The session will also discuss environmental pollution resulting from power generation and water desalination.

The third session will feature the integration of highways and railways between the neighbouring countries.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=106695&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27359
Society organises visit to Tubli Bay

SCORES of people visited Tubli Bay yesterday to learn more about its environmental significance to the country.

The visit, organised by the Environment Friends Society, included members of the media and environment specialists, along with others working towards saving the bay.

The event aimed at introducing people to the uniqueness and richness of the bay, one of the biggest natural marine and wildlife hubs in the country.

A proposal to consider the bay as a protected natural reservation has been submitted by Municipalities and Agriculture Minister Ali Saleh Al Saleh to the Cabinet, which will take a decision soon.

The visit was a part of a series of trips to different areas every Thursday to spread awareness on environmental issues. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=106383&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27356 

Call to protect Tubli Bay

Hundreds of environmentalists yesterday gathered at the Tubli area, calling for stronger and more unified efforts to save the Tubli Bay.

Representing environment organisations and other NGOs, the rallyists released a manifesto calling for a halt to all reclamation, building and construction projects that can harm the bay.
http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Saudi Arabia

Ministers leave for GCC forum in Riyadh

GCC Ministers leave  for Riyadh to the 94th session of the GCC ministerial council.

A number of political, security and economic issues in addition to environmental issues will be discussed at the session said GCC's secretary-general Abdulrahman Al Attiyah.

Participants will also review the issue of the three UAE islands controlled by Iran as well as latest developments in Iraq, the peace process and the phenomenon of terrorism at the session which will be held under Bahrain's chairmanship.

The council will also review a memorandum submitted by the GCC General Secretariat on the decision of the GCC's supreme council on education and other topics pertaining to cultural and judicial co-operation.

The ministers will also review co-operation in the financial, economic, electricity and transport fields, "in addition to the GCC states' relations with other countries and economic blocs, chiefly the European Union," Mr Al Attiyah said. 
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=106614&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27358
Yemen

Biosafety bylaw fulfills commitment under Cartagena Protocol

Yemen needs to set a schedule for fulfilling its commitments under the Cartagena Protocol on biosafety, and the only way to do this is to enforce the biosafety bylaw, says Minister of Water & Environment Mohammed L. Al-Eryani.

Speaking at a roundtable discussion of the national biosafety bylaw and control of GMPs, Al-Eryani said the implementation of the bylaw will mean that “we have fulfilled our Cartagena obligations.”

Last week’s roundtable discussion highlighted a number of new techniques for controlling genetically engineered products.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_4139.php
Dhamar studies efficient tapping of resources

The Governorate of Dhamar is studying new ways of efficiently exploiting natural resources without damaging the environment.

Governor Abdul-Wahab Al-Durrah highlighted the need to use state-of-the-art technology to discover geological resources and emphasized that women should contribute to rural development.

Director of the Rural Development Program Fatehya Bahran said a seven-year $22-million rural development program will be set up to sponsor a number of FAO-backed agricultural projects.

Along these line, an investor in Tarim, Hadhramaut is introducing for the first time the pivotal irrigation system in his plantation. The new system uses 50% less water than traditional irrigation methods.

Meanwhile in Dhamar, as many as 40 environment officials and local councilors discussed a number of measures to stop indiscriminate drilling for water in the province.

Owners of track drills were called to sit in a session that pinpointed the imperative of the regulation of ground water tapping in accordance with Cabinet Decree No. 277 (2004). 

Dhamar Governor Abdul-Wahab Al-Durrah called on people to be mindful of the need for balance between the water consumed and the water that seeps underground (water withdrawal and water recharge).
The participants in the session reached a consensus over the need to control the movement of track drills and trailers that transport water to qat farms.

Last January, Prime Minister Abdul-Qader Bajammal delivered notifications to all governors to enforce the decree regulating the operations of track drills. 

The decree orders the encasement of all vehicles for drilling water wells in a large place, tagging number plates on them and regulating their use in accordance with legislation related to policies of consumption of underground water.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_4138.php
UAE

Capital to host conference on ‘City Planning’

Under the patronage of Shaikh Hamdan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Public Works and Housing, the emirate of Abu Dhabi will, next month, host the International Conference for City Planning, which will focus on planning and designing for sustainable development. 

Dr Abdullah Hassan Ghareeb, Director-General of Town Planning, Al Ain Municipality and Head of the Organising Committee, told a Press conference at the Abu Dhabi International Exhibition & Conference Centre yesterday that preparations had been completed for the three-day conference which will be held from April 10 to 12.

"We have fulfilled all regulatory preparations and the number of participants is high," he said.

The conference will be held in collaboration with the General Exhibitions Corporation (GEC). A number of governmental bodies in Abu Dhabi, many international experts and specialists are also expected to participate.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march387.xml
Incinerating waste is a cleaner option

The UAE's daily waste output of thousands of tonnes of general waste, if disposed of by way of incineration, has immense potential as fuel, and can also provide a range of environmental and material benefits, an expert in power station construction and desalination plants told Khaleej Times yesterday. 

According to Andrew C. Wilkins, who has been involved in the construction of power stations and desalination plants for over four decades, the incineration of waste is a better and cleaner option than the incumbent practice of dumping garbage in landfills, and also does not suffer from the procedural handicap of recycling.

“Cities in the UAE have one of the highest waste per head of population factors, and as such, sorting of total waste is impractical. Of course, the recycling of newspaper, aluminium, and glass, and the conversion of green waste into agricultural fertiliser should be encouraged, but one cannot overlook the fact that these account for a very small fraction of the total general waste,” Wilkins explained.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march382.xml
Good riddance

Sharjah Municipality recently got rid of 956,399 tonnes of residential and industrial wastes in the emirate of Sharjah during the year 2004 according to the annual report published by the Solid wastes section of the civic body. 

Abdullah Al Nabooda, Head of the Solid Wastes Section, said that the waste was collected from commercial and industrial areas in Sharjah and later sent to a factory to remove useful items while the rest was dumped scientifically.

“The civic body is keen in accomplishing its mission in the best manner to ensure the safety and the hygiene of the environment,” he said.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march381.xml
Organic farming ‘can boost production’

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Saeed Mohammed Al Raghabani, has said the interest in organic agriculture that could boost yield without adversely affecting the environment and human health is growing in the UAE. 

“Organic agriculture which encourages food production through using safe methods that agree with environmental, social and economical purposes is growing all over the world due to increasing awareness of the harmful effects of conventional farming on the environment, ecosystem and public health,” the minister said. 

“Many countries have also issued legislations to restrict or prohibit using certain kinds of pesticides or synthetics used in agriculture and food Industries,” he said, disclosing that his ministry was also making efforts in the direction to protect the public, plants and animals.

“The UAE has prohibited the use of more than 80 varieties of pesticides in the country in addition to encouraging bio-control of pests like the palm weevil,” he said.

Besides, efforts are made by the ministry to bolster availability of pesticide-free crops in the country. The ministry is encouraging the use of organic fertilisers in the country and over 32,000 tonnes had been distributed to local farmers in the last three years through an annual subsidy programme.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march366.xml
Nation adopts a focused policy to eco-protection

The UAE has succeeded in adopting a focused approach to environmental protection and wildlife management, and in the process, develop protected areas and ensure that resources are used in a sustainable and justifiable way, an environment official has said. 

"The UAE has come a long way in its conservation programmes through its various organisations including the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda). Moreover, in recent years, efforts have increased in the conservation community to check the declining population of certain species in the country," Majid Al Mansouri, Executive Director of the Emirates Falconers’ Club, said on Thursday.

Speaking at the 52nd meeting of the General Assembly of Conseil International de la Chasse et de la Conservation du Gibier's (the International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation – CIC) here, Mansouri said the UAE government, inspired by Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan's appreciation of environment and wildlife, had not lost sight of the vital need to protect its natural habitat.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march345.xml
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Le Figaro, 14 March : « Des centaines de millions d'Asiatiques menacés par la fonte des glaciers

GENEVE (AFP) - Des centaines de millions de Chinois et d'Indiens sont menacés dans leur approvisionnement en eau par la fonte des glaciers himalayens accélérée par le réchauffement climatique, a averti lundi le Fonds mondial pour la nature (WWF). 

Les glaciers himalayens, qui représentent la plus grande concentration de glace de la planète après les pôles, reculent désormais à la vitesse de 10 à 15 mètres par an, a indiqué le WWF dans un rapport sur la fonte des glaciers en Inde, Chine et Népal……
Le rapport a été publié par le WWF à l'occasion de deux réunions ministérielles, centrées sur la lutte contre le changement climatique et le développement, organisées par la Grande-Bretagne dans le cadre de sa présidence du Groupe des huit principales puissances (G8). 
La Chine et l'Inde, au 2ème et 6ème rang mondial respectivement pour les émissions de CO2, font partie des pays émergents invités à la première manifestation, qui réunira mardi et mercredi à Londres les ministres de l'Energie et de l'Environnement de 19 pays……
http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/050314090136.w0k9c52x.html
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Multilateralism and donor aid for poorer states vital in fighting terrorism – Annan

11 March - Multilateralism, full international cooperation and donor aid for poorer countries to develop the needed capacity are vital if the war on terrorism is to have any chance of success, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in Madrid, a day after launching a major five-point United Nations strategy to combat the scourge. 

“But of course it is,” he told a new conference in reply to a question whether multilateralism is a key element, “because we need to work across countries, we need international cooperation. 

“Governments need to share information, work together – their police forces, intelligence – and without that cooperation, without that effective attempt to work together, we will not be able to contain terrorism or defeat them,” he declared in the Spanish capital, where he also attended a silent memorial service with King Juan Carlos that honoured the victims of last year's terrorist attack on railways that killed nearly 200 people and injured 2,000 others. 

In a keynote address yesterday to the closing plenary of the International Summit on Democracy, Terrorism and Security, Mr. Annan outlined what he called the “five D’s” strategy: dissuading the disaffected from choosing terrorism, denying terrorists the means to carry out attacks, deterring state support, developing state preventive capacity and defending human rights in the fight against the scourge.

Today he again stressed the need for the world community to help fund poor countries that genuinely cannot afford to build the capacity needed to fight terrorism. 

“If we are going to give technical assistance to developing countries and countries that need assistance to upgrade their legal system, I think we are going to need money,” he said. “That money will have to come from governments with capacity and donor countries. We will set up a trust fund to raise the necessary amount of money and I would urge governments to be generous and give willingly so we can all tackle this scourge.” 

Asked whether his emphasis on the need to protect human rights in the fight against terrorism was in any way directed to the United States, Mr. Annan replied: “My comments were general, directed at all countries, because we do see tendencies in countries to take measures that tend to undermine civil rights and human rights.

“In some countries, in fact, what you need to do is tag the opponent with the ‘t’ word, the terrorist word, and one is able to take whatever action. And it is this concern that has been bothering me and other human rights activists: that we need to make sure that there is a balance, a balance between the effective action against terrorism and protection of human rights, that we do not see it as a trade-off.” 

Asked whether he saw this week’s killing of a radical leader like Chechen separatist Aslan Maskhadov by Russian forces as part of the anti-terror struggle, Mr. Annan said: “Let me say that in the struggle against terrorism, governments tend to look for those who are seen as responsible for instigating attacks and try to either bring them to justice or to contain them. In this struggle you have seen around the world, it is not always their leaders, it is also their followers who get caught by law and they are dealt with. 

“But the main thing is that people who have legitimate grievances should find legitimate means to bring their case across. And when I talk of terrorism, as I said yesterday, any attempt to kill civilians or maim non-combatants is terrorism pure and simple, regardless of your cause, and no cause can justify that,” he declared. 

“I am not saying that one should not fight for legitimate rights or claims, but that should not be allowed to include the killing of innocent civilians.”


Annan welcomes UK Commission on Africa report as important contribution to solutions

11 March - The report from Prime Minister Tony Blair's Commission for Africa will be an important addition to the ongoing search for solutions to "the foremost development challenge facing the international community," United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

It will also be of assistance as he writes his own report on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, a UN General Assembly document aimed at accelerating socio-economic development, he said in a statement after the British Government sent him a copy of the Commission's report. 

The 17-member Commission urges donor countries to increase the present assistance to Africa to $25 billion in phases and African Governments to increase economic growth, allowing them to provide $12.5 billion from their own revenues. 

Calling for the abolition of unpayable debts, the 453-page report says the fight against "systemic" corruption should be strengthened through good governance, which in turn would reduce the scope for corruption and the funds that corrupt African dictators have deposited in the banks of developed countries should be returned to the countries of origin. 

"The amount stolen and now held in foreign banks is equivalent to more than half of the continent's external debt," it says, quoting a European study.

"Rich countries have recognized the importance of the issue, and have made commitments, such as that made by G-8 countries at Kananaskis (Canada) in June 2002; but the amount of stolen money returned to African countries is still relatively small," it says. 

The report responds to Africa's call for help in dealing with the rapid urbanization spotlighted especially by one Commissioner, Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), who served on the panel in her personal capacity. 

It says Africa would need $50 billion by 2010, of which $20 billion should go to ports, roads, telecommunications and other infrastructure. 

Another Commissioner, K.Y. Amoako, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) who also served in his personal capacity, said in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, that the report acknowledged "the legacy of colonialism (as well as) the damaging impact of the structural adjustment years" imposed by international financial institutions (IFIs).

In addition, there was "the odious debt built up by irresponsible borrowing and irresponsible lending, the aid that was more designed to help wealthy donors than the poor recipients and the Cold War's fuelling of African conflicts and backing for dictators who were hostile to their own people," he said. 

"No one doubts that African governments have made serious mistakes," Mr. Amoako said, "but they have also repeatedly faced obstacles placed in their path by the rich world. And this must change if there is to be any progress." 

The report calls for actions to strengthen Africa's conflict prevention and peacekeeping capacities, especially through the African Union, "to enable the AU to act quickly and effectively to prevent and resolve violent conflict." 

Welcoming the report, the Global Fund for to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, one of Mr. Annan's initiatives, noted that the Commission calls for substantial new "investments in people," both by donors and by African nations themselves, and calls on the world's rich countries to fully finance the Global Fund. 

At the Fund's replenishment conference, scheduled to take place next week in Stockholm, Sweden, donors will entertain requests for $2.3 billion in 2005, $3.5 billion in 2006 and $3.6 billion 1n 2007. 

"We welcome the priority that the Commission for Africa has given to providing insecticide-treated bed nets and effective malaria drugs, as well as drastically scaling up the battle against HIV/AIDS. These are key elements in the core business of the Global Fund," said Fund Executive Director Richard Feachem.

UN operation in eastern DR of Congo aimed at bringing stability to region

11 March - United Nations peacekeepers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) carried out a cordon and search operation today in the Ituri district, located in the country's northeast and scene of recent clashes between militias who have also been attacking civilians. 

Some 600 peacekeepers from the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), acting on information about the possible presence of militia members in the area, carried out a house-to-house search in the village but made no contact with any militias, found no arms or other military equipment and returned to base. 

Ground troops from Pakistan, Bangladesh, South Africa and Nepal – supported by air transport from Bangladesh and gun-ships from India – were involved in the operation around the village of Penyi, about 30 kilometres northeast of Ituri's capital city of Bunia. 

A UN spokesperson in New York said the operation was not a "one-off event" but a regular operation that is part of an ongoing campaign to disarm local militias who have been terrorizing local residents in Ituri, as well as fighting among themselves for control of the wealth in the area. More of these operations are expected, the spokesperson added. 

Last week during a similar operation in the area, MONUC troops came under attack and returned fire, killing more than 50 militia fighters. That clash came after nine UN soldiers from Bangladesh were ambushed and murdered on 25 February – the worst-ever strike against the UN's forces in the DRC. 

MONUC is one of the world body's largest peacekeeping missions, with almost 14,000 troops.
Security Council warns parties in Côte d'Ivoire against using force to resolve problems

11 March - Security Council members today called on the parties in Côte d'Ivoire to respect their obligations under the country's peace agreement, strongly warning them against resorting to force to resolve their problems. 

A statement to the press by the Council's President for March, Ambassador Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg of Brazil, said the members condemned the attack that occurred last week in the western part of the country. 

"They strongly warned the Ivorian parties against the use of force," he said. "Their view is there must be a political solution to the Ivorian crisis; no military option."
The Council would not tolerate any incitement to violence or violence itself, including attacks against the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) or French Licorne forces, he added. 

"All the Ivorian parties must respect their obligations under the peace agreement as well as the integrity of the Zone of Confidence," he said. 

Council members also expressed deep concern about the way the situation in the West African nation was evolving, particularly the possible negative impact of the present impasse in the peace process on the holding of elections next October, Ambassador Sardenberg said. 

They reiterated their support for the "vital" mediation efforts undertaken by South African President Thabo Mbeki, hoping that the mission to be sent to Côte d'Ivoire will lead to important breakthroughs in the peace process, he said, particularly with regard to the disarmament of the rebel Forces Nouvelles and militia, and to the revision of Article 35 of the constitution, which concerns eligibility by nationality for the country's presidency.

Sudanese Government, Darfur rebels failed to advance peace process last month – UN report

11 March - The Sudanese Government and the rebel groups in the country's troubled Darfur region made no serious attempt over the past month to find a political solution to their conflict, although they engaged in fewer violent clashes, according to the latest report on the situation by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

In his monthly report on Darfur to the Security Council, Mr. Annan says both the Khartoum Government and the rebels failed to capitalize on the momentum generated by January's signing of a comprehensive peace agreement ending a separate conflict between the Government and rebel forces in southern Sudan. 

While the Government has issued "numerous statements" suggesting it is willing to hold talks with Darfur rebels, the Secretary-General explains, it has not stopped Janjaweed militias from attacking civilians, nor has it acted swiftly or decisively to end impunity for human rights abusers. 

"The Janjaweed's boldness, be it in regard to theft, attacks on civilians or armed movements, is a direct consequence of inaction by the Government to rein in, let alone disarm or arrest, these groups." 

Meanwhile, rebel forces continue to harass relief workers, refuse to reveal their positions to the African Union (AU) ceasefire monitoring force in place, and fire on helicopters belonging to the AU and the UN World Food Programme (WFP). They are also increasingly politically divided, making serious negotiations more difficult. 

Mr. Annan calls for the AU monitoring force to be strengthened "during this period of relative calm" so that clashes in the future can be prevented or reduced and fewer civilians in the vast and impoverished region on Sudan's western flank will feel forced to flee their homes.

He states that the security situation remains fragile, despite the fewer clashes between Government forces, allied militias and rebel groups in February than in the previous two months. 

Militias continue to attack civilians, sometimes for tribally-motivated reasons and not because of the conflict between Khartoum and the rebels that began in early 2003 and claimed many tens of thousands of lives since then. More than 1.8 million people are internally displaced or live across the border in refugee camps in Chad. 

Mr. Annan stresses in his report that an enhanced AU mission in Darfur should lead to physical separation between Government forces and rebel groups, increasing the potential for stability and reducing the likelihood of militia attacks.

UN conducts inquiry into alleged sexual abuse by peacekeepers in Burundi

11 March - The United Nations, pursuing its zero-tolerance policy against sexual exploitation and abuse by peacekeeping operations and mission personnel around the world, announced today that it was conducting an inquiry into alleged sexual abuse of minors by troops in Burundi. 

Maj. Adama Diop, military spokesman of the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB), set up to help restore lasting peace after decades of ethnic fighting, has been in contact with the Burundian police chief from the area where the alleged crimes took place, a UN spokesperson said in New York. No other details were immediately available. 

In December ONUB suspended with immediate effect two military peacekeepers caught in allegations of abuse in Muyinga, on the central African country's border with Tanzania. 

"This mission will not waiver from its responsibility to the Burundian people and the international community to ensure absolute implementation of the Secretary-General's zero-tolerance for sexual exploitation and abuse by United Nations personnel," it said then.
The main charges of sexual abuse and exploitation have been made against UN peacekeepers in neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where in November some 150 cases were being investigated. But in January, the UN Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) said peacekeeping troops had continued sexual abuse. 

The UN forbids peacekeepers to pay for sex or to have sex with girls younger than 18. In the DRC OIOS said payment ranged from two eggs to $5 per encounter. Some of the victims were abandoned orphans and they were often illiterate. 

Last month the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) welcomed the Government of Morocco's decision to arrest six of its soldiers accused of sexual assault on civilians there.

Over 800 Burundians flee to Rwanda fearing new violence, UN agency reports

11 March - More than 800 Burundians, mainly ethnic Tutsis, have fled to neighbouring Rwanda in the last two weeks, citing threats and fears of violence surrounding a recent referendum in the central African country that has been plagued by ethnic massacres for decades, the United Nations refugee agency reported today. 

“Better they die from hunger in an unknown country than die under machetes,” the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) quoted one mother’s explanation for sending her children into exile from Burundi, which is attempting to cement a fragile peace accord. A 15-year-old refugee told the agency a neighbour’s child had said anyone who did not flee would be killed. 

Both Burundi and Rwanda have long suffered from waves of ethnic violence between majority Hutus and minority Tutsis, most notably in the Rwandan genocide of 1994, when Hutu extremists killed up to 800,000 Tutsis and Hutu moderates.
“UNHCR is concerned that the worsening food shortage and reported rise in tensions in northern Burundi may negatively affect the return home of many Burundians,” agency spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva of the new refugees, made up of some 600 Tutsis and a group of Batwa pygmy people. 

He noted that UNHCR repatriated more than 90,000 exiles last year to Burundi, where a UN mission is helping to consolidate a power-sharing accord, and expects to help 150,000 more return home from Tanzania this year. There are at least 400,000 Burundian refugees in Tanzania, 250,000 of them in camps. 

The new arrivals fled Ngozi, Kirundo and Muyinga provinces in northern Burundi, a region suffering from a severe food shortage due to lack of rain and a poor harvest. 

A number were in very poor health and severely malnourished, but they said they did not flee from hunger but out of fear after hearing rumours of violence over last month’s referendum on a constitution, which gives Hutus 60 per cent and Tutsis 40 per cent of seats in the national assembly and paves the way for general elections later this year. 

UN envoy on Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon in Jordan for talks on mission

11 March - The United Nations envoy seeking the withdrawal of some 14,000 Syrian troops from Lebanon today discussed full implementation of his mission with Jordanian Foreign Minister Hani al-Mulki as he prepared for his second series of talks in a month with Lebanese and Syrian leaders. 

Terje Roed-Larsen, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Envoy for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, which calls for withdrawing all foreign forces from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and extending Government control over the whole country, said he and the minister agreed on the relevant issues. 

He thanked Mr. al-Mulki for Jordan's positive and important role and efforts in safeguarding stability in the region. He also spoke on the phone with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, and said they were in agreement on all the issues and would remain in close contact. 

Mr. Roed-Larsen was later leaving for Beirut, the Lebanese capital, where tensions have risen since his visit there in February before the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

That visit was his first trip in the new job he assumed in January after serving as UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process. 

At the weekend Syrian President Bashar Al Assad offered a phased withdrawal of his country's troops, which have been in Lebanon since the early stages of the 1975-1990 civil war, without any timetable for completion, but Mr. Annan has stressed that "full withdrawal" was the key point. 

"I hope he will be able to come back with a timetable," he has said of his envoy's latest visit.

Reviewing Beijing documents on women’s rights, UN commission calls for more action

11 March - Delegates to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), ending a two-week review of the implementation of policies and plans produced by the last major UN conference on women 10 years ago in Beijing, today called on Governments to take action to meet the remaining gaps and challenges. 

“Worldwide consensus has built around the idea that empowering women is the most effective tool for development and poverty reduction, and that remaining obstacles to gender equality can be overcome,” said Rachel Mayanja, Special Adviser to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women at the “Beijing+10” review. 

Organizers from the UN Department for the Advancement of Women (DAW) said Governmental participants at the Commission’s 49th session included about 80 cabinet ministers, more than 1,800 delegates from 165 UN Member States and seven First Ladies. Representatives from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) numbered 2,600 of the 6,000 registered. 

“Ten years after Beijing, this review called attention to the many areas where women’s equality is still not a reality – continuing high rates of violence against women in all parts of the world including in armed conflict, increasing incidence of HIV/AIDS among women, gender inequality in employment, lack of sexual and reproductive health rights and a lack of equal access under the law to land and property, to name a few,” DAW Director Carolyn Hannan said.

Delegates exchanged experiences and ideas on the struggle for equality. They ranged from campaigning for greater participation in making public policy, to organizing pro-woman caucuses, to appointing high-level commissioners to spotlight inequities and to forming inter-departmental task forces. They also approved relevant resolutions.
Roundtables discussed making data collection and analysis more relevant, including in assessing Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), recognizing the impact of socio-economic policies on women and implementing the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), commonly thought of as a Bill of Rights for women. 

At the end of the first week, delegates adopted a declaration re-affirming the commitments made in the Declaration and Plan of Action issued by the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing and urged governments to facilitate the advancement of women. 

“This concise and powerful declaration is an unqualified and unconditional reaffirmation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and a pledge of further action for full and accelerated implementation of Beijing,” said CSW Chair Kyung-wha Kang of the Republic of Korea. 

Ms. Kang was charged with transmitting the declaration, through the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), to the 60th session of the General Assembly, including the Assembly’s high-level review of the Millennium Declaration in September. 

A high point of the CSW fortnight was a special 30th anniversary celebration of the First World Conference on Women in Mexico City, with messages from the UN Assistant Secretaries-General who served as secretaries-general of that and subsequent UN conferences on women. 

The messages came from Helvi Sipila of Finland (Mexico City, 1975), Lucille Mair of Jamaica (Copenhagen, 1980), Leticia Shahani of the Philippines (Nairobi, 1985) and Gertrude Mongella of Tanzania (Beijing, 1995).

Judicial reform needed for women in post-conflict areas, UN report says

11 March - War breaks out in certain countries because of a perception of a lack of justice by large segments of the population and women feel that burden of injustice even more keenly than men both before and after the conflict, the United Nations Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and a lawyers' group say in a report calling for a UN structure to assist post-war justice systems. 

The report, "Peace Needs Women and Women Need Justice," has been submitted to the Security Council. It is based on a three-day conference on "best practices" sponsored by UNIFEM and the Stockholm-based International Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC) last September. 

The vulnerabilities of women are dramatically increased during conflict and, more than that, their rights are seriously violated, or largely ignored, it says. 

These concerns have already been discussed and reported, it says. What is needed now is "the establishment of a high-level mechanism to determine what issues and recommendations raised at the conference require follow-up action by the UN system as a whole, as well as by Member States, regional organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other relevant actors."

Joint action could be undertaken by the Security Council, the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to spearhead or support the establishment of that mechanism, which could then address the need for a "dedicated structure" in the UN to coordinate assistance for justice systems, with an agreed methodology. 

Conference participants included women from such areas of pre-independence or continuing conflict as Afghanistan, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Haiti, Iraq, Kosovo, Liberia, Namibia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, South Africa and Timor-Leste.

Up to 600,000 rural Azerbaijanis face food shortages, UN food agency warns

11 March - From 400,000 to 600,000 rural Azerbaijanis face food shortages and nearly 300,000 of the 1 million people displaced by the conflict with Armenia over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh are likely to continue to rely on food aid for the foreseeable future, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) warned today.

“In the absence of food assistance, two thirds of this displaced population would become food insecure very quickly,” said WFP’s Regional Director for the Middle East, Central Asia and Eastern Europe, Amir Abdulla. A whole generation of children could be affected by malnutrition. 

The warning comes in the first “Food Security and Nutrition Report” on Azerbaijan, where WFP faces a shortfall of about $4 million out of an appeal for $21 million for a three-year humanitarian operation that started in January 2003. 

For over a decade, WFP has been assisting people displaced by the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh, when Azerbaijanis fled the region now occupied by Armenia to other parts of Azerbaijan, where many still live in sub-standard conditions and have severely limited assets. 

An overwhelming majority are heavily dependent on the Government’s $6 monthly allowance and nearly 90 per cent purchase food on credit or borrowed money. Despite receiving food aid, the bulk of additional expenditures are on food or medical care and more than half of the families have at least one member suffering from a chronic illness, the report said. 

The survey found that children in rural area were likely to be born malnourished, with about 1 in 5 described as being “smaller than normal” or “very small” at birth. More than 30 per cent of the rural children under the age of five were stunted.

Micronutrient deficiencies are also problematic in rural areas with 25 per cent of the households reporting goitre problems among family members and only two-thirds of the sample households adequately using iodized salt. 

“It’s critical for these children to have access to better foods otherwise malnutrition could affect a whole generation,” WFP Country Director Rahman Chowdhury said.

UN atomic watchdog fights not just spread of nuclear arms but counterfeit art too

11 March - The United Nations nuclear watchdog agency, better known for its efforts to combat nuclear smuggling and the spread of weapons of mass destruction, is now helping countries to crack down on the illegal trade in counterfeit art – ranging from ancient Babylonian statues to renaissance paintings – a major source of international crime. 

The Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has teamed up with experts from France’s famous Louvre museum and 14 other countries across Europe, South America, Africa and Asia to use nuclear science to identify authentic artworks from phoneys. 

It is just one of the agency’s many less sung initiatives, which include using a radiation-based “sterile insect technique” against malaria-transmitting mosquitoes to stanch a disease that kills as many as 3,000 people each day in sub-Saharan Africa alone. 

In the art initiative, for example, neutron activation and ion beam analysis performed at the Louvre exposed a portrait of Renaissance French potter Bernard Palissy as a fake, revealing that the paint from the artist’s signature was scribed two centuries after Palissy’s death.

The sensitive analysis also sheds light on the lives of ancient cultures. A statue of an Ishtar goddess discovered near Babylon, for example, showed that the figurine’s eyes and navel were fashioned with the most ancient rubies found in the Middle East, rather than red glass or garnets as previously thought. The analysis provided evidence of a previously unknown gem trade route between southeast Asia and Mesopotamia during the 1st century BC. 

The reaction from shooting a beam of neutrons or protons at a sample area of an artwork reveals a wealth of information, including the trace elements present, which help scientists to identify the origin and age without causing damage. Even the minutest analytical quantities can be traced safely and accurately.

IAEA chemist Matthias Rossbach says law enforcement personnel could use portable elemental analyzers at borders to help combat art trafficking. The agency plans to extend nuclear analysis this year to Brazil, Mexico, Peru, Cuba, China, Malaysia, Syria, Ghana, Kazakhstan, Croatia and Hungary, with technical assistance from France, Germany, Greece and Poland. 

According to the global police coordination centre, Interpol, illicit trade in art and cultural objects is sustained by demand from the art market, the opening of borders, improvements in transport systems and the political instability in some countries

400,000 refugees in Tanzania face malnutrition due to donor shortfall, UN agency

11 March - Some 400,000 mainly Congolese refugees in northwestern Tanzania will see their food rations increase by 23 per cent as of Monday, but this is still well below the standard 2,100 calories per person daily due to insufficient donations and a food shortage in the region, the United Nations refugee agency reported today. 

“Refugees in our Tanzanian camps are already paying the price for a dramatic shortfall in almost all foods – cereals, pulses, corn-soya blend, vegetable oil and salt – due to inadequate funding by donors,” UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva, appealing to the world community to increase their donations.

The increase in rations from the UN World Food Programme (WFP), will bring total daily calories to 1,629 per person, with the staple food, maize, at the full amount for the next three months. 

A nutrition survey at the end of last year showed that 37 per cent of refugee children under the age of five were chronically malnourished and just over 23 per cent underweight. The situation is being made all the more difficult because the Tanzanian Government has imposed restrictions on the movements of refugees, thus limiting their ability to provide for themselves.

“We are concerned that as food rations have been cut, refugees are trading or selling part of their WFP food ration for less nutritious but more filling food like cassava and bananas, thus lowering even further their nutritional intake,” Mr. Redmond said. 

Some refugees are even resorting to theft to feed themselves. One refugee who was caught stealing beans was burned to death by irate Tanzanians in a village near Ngara. In a disturbing development some refugees are going back to unsafe areas of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) because of the food shortages.

“Along with WFP, we have appealed to donors to increase their contributions, but fear a shortfall of nearly half the money we need this year,” Mr. Redmond said. “We strongly urge donors to support WFP's efforts to ensure that refugees do not go hungry.” 

WFP has requested $43 million to feed refugees in Tanzania adequately, and has received so far $23 million.

First Vietnamese Montagnards return from Cambodia under UN refugee accord
11 March - The first Montagnard people to be repatriated to Viet Nam from Cambodia under a new agreement with the United Nations refugee agency returned home today, launching an effort to find a solution for more than 700 Vietnamese who fled their country over the past year, claiming religious persecution and land disputes. 

The agreement allows the 716 Montagnards under the care of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Cambodia to choose to resettle in a third country or return home. So far, 297 have chosen resettlement and 43 to return to Viet Nam's Central Highlands from where they fled. 

Under the accord Viet Nam has given guarantees that the Montagnards returnees, who hold Christian beliefs, will not be punished, discriminated against or prosecuted.

The first group of nine Montagnards set out this morning from a refugee centre in Phnom Penh, the Cambodia capital, in a convoy that included representatives of UNHCR, Viet Nam and Cambodia for the three-hour trip to the Bavet-Moc Bai border crossing. 

Apart from a 13-year-old boy the returnees, ranging in age from 21 to 33, were all married men who had left behind wives and children, the main reason for their wish to return. UNHCR is arranging the return of a second group of 16, followed by another batch of 18.

UN expert to visit Ecuador next week to study crisis facing independent judiciary

11 March - A top United Nations legal expert will visit Ecuador next week to study the “serious crisis” that “could irreversibly affect the independence of the judiciary” in the South American country. 

UN Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Leandro Despouy, had originally wanted to visit Ecuador in February, citing urgent concerns over judicial independence after a move by Congress to replace 27 of the 31 Supreme Court judges with magistrates of its own choosing and the resignation of the court’s president. 

But the Government suggested the first week of May, due to reasons of availability. After further requests from Mr. Despouy, the Government agreed to a visit before he presents his reports to the Commission on 1 April. 

The trip will now take place from 13 to 17 March, during which the Rapporteur will meet with President Lucio Gutierrez, various ministers and other senior officials at national and local levels, and judges from courts at various levels, as well as with judicial associations, university chancellors and professors, international and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

In a statement last week announcing the Government’s agreement to move up the visit, Mr. Despouy said he was undertaking the visit “in light of the serious crisis affecting the Ecuadorian judiciary, in particular in the context of measures adopted with regard to the Supreme Court and the Constitutional and Electoral Courts. “In the view of the Special Rapporteur, such measures could irreversibly affect the independence of the judiciary in Ecuador,” he added.

Doubles team of UNICEF and professional tennis to raise funds for global immunization

11 March - The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is teaming up today with the ATP, the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuit, in a new global doubles partnership to harness the power of tennis to help ensure the health, education and protection of children everywhere. 

"The UNICEF-ATP partnership will enable us to reach a whole new audience with critical information about children," UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said of the project, which will focus on fundraising for immunization among its first acts. 

"We are excited about working with ATP's staff, players and fans to raise money for children and demonstrate how sports can make a significant difference in children's lives," she added.

The joint announcement is set for tonight's ATP All-Star Rally for Relief, an exhibition event benefiting UNICEF at the Pacific Life Open in Indian Wells, California, featuring an unprecedented gathering of elite players including Swiss superstar Roger Federer, who worked with the ATP Foundation to organize the historic exhibition event. 

Participants include Andre Agassi, Carlos Moya, Andy Roddick, Marat Safin, Tim Henman, Guillermo Coria, Lleyton Hewitt, David Nalbandian and Paradorn Srichaphan. 

The partnership, to be called ACE (Assisting Children Everywhere), will focus on fundraising and advocacy. In targeting global child immunization programmes, UNICEF noted that while vaccines protect nearly three-quarters of the world's children against major childhood illnesses, more than 2 million children die annually from diseases that could be prevented by inexpensive vaccines. 

For just $17, a child can be fully immunized against the top six childhood killer diseases – pertussis, childhood tuberculosis, tetanus, polio, measles and diphtheria. 

"We are delighted to work with UNICEF to use the power of tennis to help create a better world," ATP Chief Executive Officer Mark Miles said. "We hope to raise considerable funds to support UNICEF's work on behalf of children and to show the world that tennis is more than just a game. Sport can be a powerful force of change for children and families everywhere."

Weekend UN concert in Senegal will raise funds to fight malaria with bed nets

11 March - With malaria claiming the lives of 3,000 African children a day, three of Africa's most celebrated music stars – Youssou N'Dour and Baaba Maal of Senegal and Khaled of Algeria – will be among those performing this weekend at a concert partly sponsored by United Nations agencies to raise funds for the elimination of the disease. 

The organizers, which include the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, said they expect a live audience of 40,000 in the Senegalese capital of Dakar, as well as radio listeners, television viewers and eventual purchasers of recordings and DVDs, totalling up to billion worldwide. 

"There are many organizations that are actively working to fight malaria, but music can go further. Music can accelerate the rhythm of the movement to fight malaria," said N'Dour, who conceived the idea with documentary film director Mick Csaky of the United Kingdom. 

The funds raised are to be used mainly to buy pesticide-treated bed nets. 

The star-studded programme also includes Salif Keita and Rokia Traoré of Mali, Manu Dibango of Cameroon and Democratic Republic of the Congo-born Awilo Longomba.
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General in Madrid
The Secretary-General, on the last day of his visit to Madrid, attended a silent memorial service with King Juan Carlos of Spain that honoured the victims of the terrorist attacks that took place in the city a year ago today.

This morning, during a press conference, the Secretary-General said to the people of Spain, “The world mourns with you.”  He said there is much that the world can do to deter terrorism without sacrificing human rights.  In response to a question, he said he was concerned at measures, in some countries, to undermine civil and human rights.  “We need to make sure that there is a balance”, he said.  We have copies of that press encounter upstairs.

Also today, the Secretary-General met with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, with whom he discussed terrorism, Cyprus and Iraq.  They also spoke briefly tête-à-tête.

**Lebanon
Terje Roed-Larsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Implementation of Security Council Resolution 1559, met today in Amman with Jordanian Foreign Minister Hani al-Mulki.  They discussed the implementation of that resolution.

After the meeting, the Foreign Minister and Roed-Larsen declared that they agreed on the relevant issues.  Roed-Larsen thanked the Foreign Minister for Jordan’s full support to his mission and its positive and important role and efforts in safeguarding stability in the region.  Roed-Larsen also spoke on the phone with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and they were also in agreement on all the issues.  They will remain in close contact.  After his talks in Jordan, Roed-Larsen is scheduled to depart for Beirut.

**MONUC - Ituri Operation
Peacekeepers from the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo carried out a cordon-and-search operation today in the Ituri district, in the country’s north-east.  The peacekeepers were acting on information about the possible presence of militia members in the area and they carried out a house-to-house search in the village.  Around 600 military personnel were involved in the operation around the village of Penyi, which is about 30 kilometres north-east of Bunia, Ituri’s capital.

The ground troops were from Pakistan, Bangladesh, South Africa and Nepal and the air transport was from Bangladesh with the gunships from India.  There was no contact made with the militias, nor were any arms or other military equipment found, and the troops have returned to base.

The operation wasn’t a one-off event.  It’s a regular operation that's part of an ongoing campaign to disarm local militias who have been terrorizing local residents in Ituri -- as well as fighting among themselves for control of the wealth in the area -- and more of these operations are expected.

**Commission for Africa
The Chef de Cabinet -- the Chief of Cabinet -- Mark Malloch Brown this morning is receiving a report from the Commission for Africa established by the British Prime Minister that deals with the challenges facing that continent.

In a statement, the Secretary-General says he is confident that the report will be an important contribution to the continuing search for effective solutions to Africa’s problems and a useful input, as he finalizes his own report on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration.

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today also welcomed the recommendations presented by the Commission, including its call for substantive new investments in people.  We have a copy of their press release upstairs.

Then at 12:30, here in this room, Dr. William Kalema, Chairman of the Board of the Uganda Investment Authority, and the Right Honourable Baroness Valerie Amos, personal representative of British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who is Chair of the Commission for Africa, will brief you on the Commission’s final report.  And that’s here in this room in about 15 minutes.

**Security Council
And here, at UN Headquarters, the Security Council this morning is holding consultations on Côte d’Ivoire, with Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno briefing Council members on recent developments in that country.

Then, at 3 o’clock this afternoon, the Council will return for consultations on Eritrea and Ethiopia, to discuss the Secretary-General’s latest report, which we flagged for you yesterday.  The Council also met with troop-contributing countries to the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea earlier this morning.

**Security Council - Sudan
And yesterday afternoon, for the record, the Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution extending the mandate of the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) until 17 March.

**Sudan
And the Secretary-General’s latest monthly report on Darfur, Sudan, has been posted on the web site and we’ve made copies in our office.

He notes that there were no significant advances in the search for a political solution to the crisis in Darfur over the past month.  Both sides failed to capitalize on the momentum that was generated in January by the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, he says.  The Government has not stopped militia from attacking civilians.  Such inaction and prevailing impunity continue to undermine the confidence that statements by the Government are intended to inspire on the other side of the negotiating table.

He goes on to say for their part, the rebel movements do not inspire much confidence that they are prepared to seize political opportunities.  Rebel forces have refused to reveal their positions to the African Union Ceasefire Commission, have continued to harass relief workers and have even fired on African Union and World Food Programme (WFP) helicopters.  The Secretary-General said that concerted political pressure must be brought to bear on all sides to create conditions for serious talks at the negotiating table.  A date for discussion of this report in the Security Council has not yet been set.

**Burundi
Turning to Burundi, the UN Mission there is conducting an inquiry into the allegations of sexual abuse of minors by UN peacekeepers.  Major Adama Diop, the Mission’s military spokesman, has been in contact with the Burundian police chief from the area where the alleged crimes took place.  As we get the details, we will share them with you.

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency reports that more than 800 Burundians have fled across the border into Rwanda over the past two weeks, citing what they are saying is rising tension in three northern provinces.

**Women’s Conference Ends Today
Today is the last day of the Commission on the Status of Women and at this morning's session, Commission members adopted three resolutions tabled by governments -- two resolutions on women, girls and HIV/AIDS, and on integrating a gender perspective into post-disaster recovery, particularly in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster -- were adopted by consensus after oral amendments.  A resolution on Palestinian women was adopted after a vote, with 38 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.

Consultations are still continuing on three resolutions on reducing the demand for trafficking in women, establishing a Special Rapporteur on discriminatory laws and gender mainstreaming in national policies.  These resolutions are being held over until later.  Other resolutions still to be considered today include the economic advancement of women, indigenous women and women in Afghanistan.  Copies of the resolutions are available at the media documents centre.

**Compensation Commission
The Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission yesterday concluded its fifty-fifth session in Geneva by approving awards worth more than $265 million.  We put out a press release and accompanying note on this yesterday afternoon.

**Malaria Concert
Youssou N'Dour, Khaled and Salif Keita are among the artists to perform at a musical event this weekend in the Senegalese capital of Dakar to support the fight against malaria.  The event is part of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership initiated by the World Health Organization (WHO) the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank.  At present, approximately 3,000 children die from malaria every day.  We have more on this in a press release upstairs.

WFP – Azerbaijan
We also have a press release by the World Food Programme warning that up to 600,000 rural Azerbaijanis face food insecurity, and that nearly 300,000 of the 1 million Azerbaijanis displaced by the conflict with Armenia are likely to stay dependent on food aid for the foreseeable future.

On Monday -- these are some “week ahead” items -- our guest at the noon briefing will be Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland and a representative of the firm PriceWaterhouse Coopers.  They will tell you about PriceWaterhouse Coopers’ pro bono offer to help enhance accountability and the transparency of funds entrusted to the United Nations under the Tsunami Flash Appeal.

**UNIFEM Press Conference
And one more item is on a press conference today to launch the new publication of the Conference on Gender Justice in Post-Conflict Situations, which was organized by the UN Development Fund for Women and the International Legal Assistance Consortium.  It’ll be chaired by UNIFEM’s Executive Director, Noeleen Heyzer, and Swanee Hunt, Chairperson of Women Waging Peace.

The press conference runs from 1:15 to 2:45 in Conference Room 2.

**The Week Ahead
And we have “The Week Ahead” for you, and just to flag that we do have press kits upstairs on the sixty-first session of the Commission on Human Rights, which begins in Geneva on Monday.

That’s what I have for you.  Yes Edie.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  A senior UN official who was not identified has quoted as saying that Terje Roed-Larsen is going to tell President Assad that Syria’s going to face political and economic isolation if he doesn’t completely and quickly withdraw.  Can you confirm that that’s the message that he is going to be delivering to the Syrian President?

Associate Spokesperson:  I cannot confirm that and, in fact, on the contrary I spoke with Roed-Larsen’s people and they said, after his meeting with the Foreign Minister of Jordan, that Roed-Larsen said he was going to Damascus and Beirut to have a constructive dialogue and that the United Nations was not operating with the use of threats.

Question:  Is any envoy like Mr. Roed-Larsen actually empowered to threaten sanctions?

Associate Spokesperson:  I think that would be a matter for the Security Council to consider, but I think he made his point clear by saying that certainly that is not his intention.

Question:  The United States Secretary of State apparently is announcing that the United States is going to ease up on Iran getting aircraft parts and possible membership in the World Trade Organization (WTO) if there’s progress on the nuclear issue.  Was the Secretary-General informed of this in advance?

Associate Spokesperson:  I’m not aware of that, but let me look into that and get back to you after the briefing.




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





Wangari Maathai The first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize and founder of Kenya's Green Belt Movement tells Kieran Cooke why her work is a matter of life and death (Financial Times)


Ministers to Gather in Seoul for Environmental Conference (The Korea Times)


Empower Local Govts, Summit Concludes (The Jakarta Post)


UNEP to Phase Out Leaded Gasoline in the Gambia (The Independent, Banjul)  


Workshop Provides Strategies to Phase Out Leaded Petrol in Gambia (Gambia Daily News, Banjul)


Election Campaign Posters Blight Zimbabwe Capital (Zim Observer)


Study Proposes Plastic Bag Ban in Kenya to Eliminate Health Hazards (Health & Medicine Week)


Tsunami Pollution (Ventura County Star)


Summary of the Nordic Roundtable on Business Relations and Sustainable Consumption and Production in a North/South Perspective (Earth Negotiations Bulletin)
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