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Iraq's marsh Arabs look to a future in the past 

 By Robert W. Gee

 Cox News Service

 (05-12-03)

 AL-SHADAH, Iraq -- A cloud of dust  swirls above the cracked earth, obscuring for a moment the brittle

 scrub that grows, if it is alive at all, from here to the horizon.

 Sheep circle in search of shade under the unrelenting sun. Water buffalo loll in shallow rainwater pools, turned a reddish brown. It is hard -- no, impossible -- to imagine the tall reeds and marshes, the fish and birds and rice patties that not a dozen years ago stretched as far as the eye can see.

 "Before, it was very beautiful," said Abdul Al-Sada Aloqy, a tribal chief who has led his people from the

 ancient Mesopotamian marshlands to the city and back to their ancestral homeland, now barren and virtually

 uninhabitable.

 "Before, this place was the marshes and our floated village was there," he said. He gestured beyond a collection of dried mud and thatch dwellings built on the dry side of a levee, part of an elaborate system of dams and drainage canals that funnel the water away from the marshlands.

 Among his cruelest acts, Saddam Hussein drained virtually all of the largest wetlands ecosystem in the Middle East and burned and bulldozed 70 villages, part of a counterinsurgency campaign in the country's Shiite Muslim south. He also succeeded in destroying -- at least for now -- a way of life of the Marsh Arabs that

 had endured for 5,000 years. The Marsh Arabs lived in latticed reed homes with arched, cathedral roofs; and traveled in slender wooden boats, a direct link to the Sumerians, who built the world's first civilization near here.

 Now, they scratch out an existence on the dry, salty flats, raising emaciated cattle and sheep and growing wheat instead of rice.

 The only thing that hasn't changed from before, Aloqy said, is milking the cows every morning.

 Before 1991, an estimated 250,000 Marsh Arabs, known in Arabic as the Ma'dan people, lived near the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the biblical

 Garden of Eden.

 Today, just 40,000 remain. Some were killed in government military campaigns designed to stamp out opposition from within the marshes, a longtime hideout for anti-Saddam organizers. Many others fled to cities -- Baghdad was declared off-limits for Marsh Arabs, although some defied the law -- or neighboring Iran.

 The wetland known as Hawr Al-Hawizeh spreads over just 7 percent of its original contour, which, after seasonal rains, stretched for more than 12,000 square miles.

 Saddam diverted water through a series of canals, dams and dikes, most constructed in the first half of the 1990s. He replaced marsh water with raw sewage from the nearby city Al-Majarr Al-Kabir, and effluent from a sugar mill, villagers said.

 Already, some species unique to the marshes have been lost: the smooth-coated otter, Indian crested porcupine and gray wolf. The marshes were also a vital staging area for waterfowl migrating from Central Asia to winter quarters in Africa.

 The United Nations Environmental Program warned in March that if nothing is done, the marshlands will be completely gone in three to five years.

 Klaus Topfer, executive director of the U.N. agency, said in a 2001 speech that the draining of southern Iraq's marshes represented "a major environmental catastrophe that will be remembered as one of humanity's worst engineered

 disasters."

 Saddam's regime kept the marshes off limits to foreigners since 1984. Until recently, the world knew of the damage almost exclusively through satellite images.

 Now, the stories come spilling out.

 "The regime chased me because I left the military," said Khalaf Shmail Nasser Al-Shadawy, 43, who like all the men in the village wore a beard, gray dishdasha and black and white rotra, or headdress. "We escaped in 1986 to the depths of the marshes. We didn't see our families for six months. ... And then they bombed the

 village by helicopter and artillery. Some houses were burned and some women injured and killed."

 "The military campaigns continued from that time until the end of the (Iran) war (in 1988)," he said. "After that, they set a military campaign against us in 1991. At that time they burned the whole village and also blocked the water."

 "People were injured and killed and many cows and hens and other animals killed also. Some of the farms burned."

 Others told stories of summary executions of men at the gates of homes, in front of their families. Of ears cut off as punishment for deserting the army.

 "After that, our village scattered to many places, to Baghdad, to Basra and other places, (people) just running after their living," Al-Shadawy said.

 Those who remained, about 150 families, fled to Al Majarr Al-Kabir, but they returned to the former marshlands in 1996 and built a new village.

 "Our main job is farming," said Aloqy, the tribal chief. "In the city center, we cannot do that. We have cows to raise, so we came back to our land."

 Human Rights Watch has called for an international tribunal to investigate "the perpetrators of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes."

 The Marsh Arabs, who were almost entirely self-sufficient -- setting traps with cooked rice to catch birds, fishing with four-pronged spears, raising rice and livestock -- are now almost entirely dependant on government food rations.

  They rejoiced at Saddam Hussein's downfall. It was the first good news in 24 years, some said. But now they may face a new crisis.

 In the postwar chaos, supplies here are running dangerously low. Several families said they are down to one week's worth of flour, milk, beans, cooking oil, tea and sugar. Not everyone here has a food ration card -- withholding rations was one way the regime exercised power over the Marsh Arabs -- so families share the

 government food allotments.

 "We expect this month to be a very critical one," Aloqy said. "Our expectations for a new good life have become false and we are afraid of the coming days because they may be worse than the Saddam regime, especially people facing starvation if their rations are finished."

 A month after Saddam fell from power, the marsh people say they have yet to see humanitarian aid trucks with water, food or medical supplies that have reached much of Iraq. U.S. reconstruction officials have said a top priority is restarting food distribution, but as with efforts to restore electricity to the country and replenish fuel supplies, progress is slow.

 British forces, which occupy the marsh area, have begun discussions with international aid groups about restoring the marshlands.

 "We have to help the marsh people and the other agricultural and fishing sectors ... for the sake of the people of Iraq," said Emma Nicholson, a British baroness and longtime activist for the Marsh Arabs. She recently spent eight days visiting tribal leaders in the marsh region and plans to return soon.

 "This is not the Everglades," said Nicholson, a member of the European Parliament. "This is a major source of agriculture and fishing industry of Iraq that has been deliberately wiped out."

 Tearing down Saddam's dams and levees and flooding the parched plains might be the easy part.

 The vast, untapped oil reserves that lie beneath this swath of the Fertile Crescent will likely become central to the debate about the region's future. Nicholson's group, London-based Assisting Marsh Arabs and Refugees, is pushing for UNESCO to declare the marshes a world heritage site, which would protect them from oil

 exploration.

 Syria and Turkey would also have to be persuaded to release water from dams that historically fed Iraq's marshes.

 And there is the larger question, as yet unanswered: If given the opportunity, would the Marsh Arabs return to their ancient ways?

 Sayeed Matar Sarwat, 61, a Marsh Arab and former independent member of the Iraqi parliament, said he put the chances at 30 percent.

 "Because of the shortage of reeds," he said.

 His brother, Sayeed Abbas Sarwat, 50, elaborated. "Some people get used to living in the city," he said. "The chances of taking jobs will be greater in the city and the nature of services will be greater in the city than the marshes."

 Still, the Marsh people say they feel a burden to carry on the traditions of their ancestors. But the advances of the past half century - as late as the 1950s, the Marsh economy was based on a barter system - slowly changed life in the marshes even before Saddam Hussein rose to power.

 In the past decade, electricity has reached the area, as well as some paved roads. Some of those who still live in the marsh area villages, rebuilt since Saddam's reprisals, spend months at a time working in city factories and sending money home.

 Many of the marsh people -- some clinging to the old ways by building with reeds purchased in Basra or Baghdad -- insist they would return to hunting and fishing and trapping, constructing homes atop islands of layered reeds, if the marshes come back.

 "It is imminently doable," Nicholson said of restoring the marshlands. "But the key is they have to lead. Outsiders can only humbly assist."

____________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

May 13, 2003 Tuesday 1:50 PM Eastern Time 

UNEP and Finland sign agreement on environmental cooperation 

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) on Tuesday signed an agreement on environmental education

      with Finland in order to strengthen cooperation between them in various fields. 

      Under the agreement, "relations between Finland and UNEP would be strengthened, and new agreements

      would be signed in areas, including environmental pollution, climatic change, air quality monitoring and

      education," a UNEP statement said. "UNEP will cooperate with the Finish Environment Institute (SYKE),

      Finnish Meteorological Organisation (FMO) and the university of Joensuu," according to the agreements

      signed by UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

      The agreements will boost UNEP's ability to deliver its work programme on behalf of governments and assist in the delivery of Johannesburg Plan of Imlpementation, agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable

      Development last year. 

      "Finland has been a staunch supporter of UNEP and the agreements will further underline the importance of that support for our continued work, for our ability to deliver on our Environment for Development motto," the statement quoted Toepfer as saying. _________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

May 9, 2003 

UN TO ASSIST KENYA REDUCE FUTURE DISASTERS 

       Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A project aimed at reducing Kenya's vulnerability to natural disasters, including  floods, was announced on Friday by the UN following discussions with senior ministers and officials of the  Kenyan government. 

      Klaus Toepfer, a UN under secretary general and director general of the UN offices in Nairobi, also offered  three million shillings to the Vice President of Kenya's disaster fund for victims of the current floods. 

      He will also be seeking urgent meetings with national and international organisations specialising in forestry and the growing of seedlings. The current crisis, in which heavy rains have swept away homes, bridges, power lines, dams and other infrastructure, is believed to be at least partially due to massive deforestation  in places like the Aberdare mountains. 

      Restoring the "catchment areas" of major rivers in the country by planting millions of seedlings will be vital for reducing the risks of flooding in the future. 

      Meanwhile, Toepfer, who is also the executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said

      he would be making available to the Kenyan government the skills and expertise of UNEP's Dams and

      Development Project. 

      Experts plan to offer concrete advice on measures that might be taken to improve the ability of Kenya's

      existing dam network to absorb and store flood waters and whether the country needs new storage

      capacity to cope with future extreme weather events. 

      The package of short-term, medium-term and long-term measures were one of the key outcomes of the high level meeting held at the UN headquarters in Gigiri on Thursday. 

      The meeting was also attended by other UN experts from organisations such as the UN Development

      Programme (UNDP), UN Habitat and the Office for Humanitarian Affairs, who outlined their response to the floods. 

      Toepfer praised the UNDP and the World Health Organisation in Kenya for their rapid humanitarian assistance that they have already given to the Government and the victims. 

      Toepfer learnt at first hand from Martha Karua, the water minister, Raphael Tuju, the information and tourism minister and Wangari Maathai, the assistant environment minister, the damage and suffering being triggered by the current flooding. 

      He also unveiled a package of measures following requests by the ministers and government officials for

      assistance. _________________________________________________________________________________________

Canada NewsWire

May 13, 2003, Tuesday 8:16 AM Eastern Time

International Forum on Ecosystem Approaches to Human Health Montreal - May 18-23, 2003;

OTTAWA, May 13

 Success stories and challenges will mark the program of May 20 during the International Forum on Ecosystem Approaches to Human Health to be held at UniversitDe du QuDebec Ga MontrDeal (UQAM). Three  important health and environment related issues facing the world will be discussed during the morning session. The following experts will share their  first-hand experience about:

          Malaria 

          Dr Clifford Mutero of the Systemwide Initiative for Malaria and 

      Agriculture (SIMA) will present his findings on malaria in Kenya. His project, 

      supported by Canada's International Development Research Centre (IDRC), takes 

      a new look at the links between agriculture and malaria. The disease currently 

      exists in 90 countries and is a risk for 40% of the world's population.

          Mercury Contamination 

          Dr Marc Lucotte, Professor and Senior Researcher at the Collaborative 

      Mercury Research Network (COMERN), a pan-Canadian research network based at 

      UQAM, will share his research experience with mercury contamination in the 

      Brazilian Amazon and the effects it has had on surrounding populations. 

          Emerging Diseases 

          Dr Jonathan Patz, Director of the Health Research Program on Global 

      Environmental Change, John Hopkins School of Public Health, will talk about 

      his research on the rodent-spread Hantavirus, and West Nile Virus, which is 

      now spreading across North America.

          Joining the presenters will be discussants Luke Trip, President of the 

      board of the Collaborative Mercury Research Network (COMERN), Dr Thomas 

      Teuscher of World Health Organization's (WHO) Roll Back Malaria program, and 

      Dr Mario Libel, Regional Advisor of the Pan American Health Organization's 

      Communicable Diseases Program.

          The afternoon will consist of a series of oral presentations by 50 

      researchers from around the world. They will explore a range of topics, 

      including the following (please visit our website for the complete list of 

      topics and abstracts):

          - In Canada: studies looks at the implications of global climate change 

            in Canada - warmer temperatures, altered precipitation patterns, 

            increased frequency of extreme weather, sea level rise, and substantial 

            changes to terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems - on vectorborne 

            (West Nile virus and Lyme disease), foodborne and waterborne diseases.

          - In Canada: a project looks at exposure to mercury and other 

            contaminants through fish consumption and their health effects on the 

            indigenous Innu population.

          - In Mexico: experts help to fight infant and maternal mortality rates 

            caused by malnutrition and diarrheic diseases among indigenous and 

            afro-mestizo populations in the state of Oaxaca.

          - In Colombia: a research shows the negative impact of pesticides on 

            fertility among women working in intensive agricultural production.

          - In Chile: a research points out how the organization of the informal 

            sector within the Chilean shoe industry affects the heath of workers 

            and their families through exposure to solvants during long hours in 

            their shops and homes.

          - In the Democratic Republic of the Congo: researchers study how malaria 

            is transmitted and flourishes in Kinshasa as a consequence of 

            war-displaced populations.

          - In Benin: a study illustrates how endemic parasitical diseases that 

            cause diarrhea practically disappeared from areas of southern Benin 

            because of modifications to the ecosystem.

          - In Nigeria: researchers look at the impact of oil production on the 

            coastal environment and on the health of the local population, 

            especially women.

          - In India: a project has been developed to combat malnutrition through 

            intensive cultivation of small plots of land to meet the food needs of 

            a family of five through efficient harvesting of sunlight and 

            increasing photosynthesis.

          Organized by IDRC, the forum enjoys the support of several partners, 

      including the UniversitDe du QuDebec Ga MontrDeal and its Institut des sciences de 

      l'environnement, the QuDebec Ministry of Health and Social Services, the 

      MontrDeal BiodFome, Environment Canada, Health Canada, the Canadian 

      International Development Agency, the World Health Organization, the Ford 

      Foundation, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations 

      Foundation, the International Society for Ecosystem Health, and the Pan 

      American Health Organization. 

          Canada's International Development Research Centre (IDRC) is one of the 

      world's leading institutions in the generation and application of new 

      knowledge to meet the challenges of international development. For more than 

      30 years, IDRC has worked in close collaboration with researchers from the 

      developing world in their search for the means to build a healthier, more 

      equitable, and more prosperous society.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Earth Island Journal

June 22, 2003

The cost of war, Part 2; Asia; wetlands in Afghanistan; Brief Article

      Afghanistan's wetlands and birdlife are bearing the brunt of war and drought. Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani, Afghan Minister of Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment, told environment ministers attending a Nairobi meeting of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council that 99 percent of the country's  wetlands have dried up since 1998. The findings come from UNEP's Afghanistan Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment report, launched in Kabul.

      The internationally significant Sistan wetlands on the Iranian border are almost completely dry. The Helmand River, the main tributary of the wetlands which drains 31 percent of Afghanistan's land area, has run as much as 98 percent below its annual average in recent years.

      Four years of drought have compounded problems caused by mismanagement of the river basin's dams and irrigation schemes during two decades of conflict.

      Without a stable source of water, much of the natural vegetation of the Sistan basin has died. The Iranian

      side of the Sistan wetland was designated a Ramsar site--a globally important wetland--in 1975. At that

      time, half a million waterfowl of 150 species were counted on the Hamouni-e-Puzak wetland, two-thirds of

      which is in Afghanistan. The count included eight globally threatened migratory birds, such as the Dalmatian pelican and marbled teal.

      In central Afghanistan, the UNEP assessment team found the national waterfowl and flamingo sanctuaries at Dasht-e-Nawar and Ab-eEstada were also completely dry.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Earth Island Journal

June 22, 2003

Matching conservation with enterprise: a look back at the international year of ecotourism.

      Thirty thousand flamingos lifting off a soda lake in northern Tanzania. Sidling up in a shallow boat to a herd of 30 Asian elephants shredding a shoreline of tall grasses in the Malaysian state of Sabah. Waking up each  morning to view at first light the world's third highest mountain, Mount Kanchenjunga, in northeastern India's high Himalayas.

      As director of the International Year of Ecotourism program for The International Ecotourism Society (TIES), I had the opportunity to see these amazing sights. More importantly, as I helped to organize regional      meetings around the globe, I had the opportunity to hear from local communities and tourism operators what was and was not working in tourism development in and around protected and natural areas. 

      The same soda lake on the Tanzania-Kenya frontier bordered on the traditional homelands of Maasai people who have been dealing with human-wildlife conflicts and land ownership issues. The elephants and other endangered species were seeing their food sources and living space being depleted by timber cutting and

      the expansion of palm oil plantations. The beautiful mountainside in Sikkim is also a biodiversity hotspot, with many unique fauna such as the clouded leopard and red panda under threat from poaching and habitat loss.  How do you preserve and sustain these beautiful places, filled with many natural wonders, as they are being  compromised?

      One of the principal tools is ecotourism. The term was first coined by Mexican architect Hector

      Ceballos-Lascurain in 1988, as a way of describing an economic activity that enlists the support of local

      residents to help preserve the local environment. This was formalized a few years later by a

      widely-accepted definition from TIES which defines ecotourism as: "responsible travel to natural areas that

      conserves the environment and sustains the well-being of local people."

      The United Nations believed the growing interest and application of ecotourism was significant enough to

      designate 2002 as the International Year of Ecotourism. With the support of the World Tourism Organization (WTO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), numerous preparatory meetings were  held prior to the World Ecotourism Summit in May 2002.

      My task, in partnership with UNEP, was to assist with the preparation of regional meetings in Mesoamerica,  South Asia, Andean South America, Southeast Asia, East Africa, and the Arctic. Whereas the WTO held   more formal policy-oriented dialogues with government officials and larger scale tourism operators, the  TIES-UNEP meetings focused on rural, community-based initiatives, where most ecotourism activities take  place and the positive and negative effects are greatest.

      TIES also led stakeholder input workshops for the Rainforest Alliance's Sustainable Tourism Stewardship

      Council Process (STSC) regarding the establishment of a global body to accredit tourism certification

      programs, and facilitated discussions on ecotourism and conservation in UNESCO Natural World Heritage

      Sites at the Southeast Asia and East Africa events.

      At the six meetings held in Belize, India, Peru, Thailand, Kenya and Sweden, discussion often centered

      around community participation and the potential benefits of ecotourism being introduced into their towns

      and villages. There were also concerns expressed about mitigating any negative environmental, social, or

      economic impacts, such as ignoring traditional land use rights, indigenous people's participation, or economic leakage to outside tour operators.

      All of these meetings led up to the World Ecotourism Summit (WES), which convened in Quebec City,

      Canada in May 2002. Twelve hundred people from over 130 countries attended (more than double the

      originally estimated number!), indicating that a better understanding and core of professionals is developing  in the ecotourism field.

      Unfortunately, IYE was operating under two clouds: the wrenching aftereffects of the September 11

      tragedy, and external criticism. The events of that Tuesday morning saw an immediate decline in tourism

      traffic, and brought into question the need to travel outside of the perceived safety of one's borders. The

      Bali bombing was just another terrifying incident that reinforced those fears.

      Nonetheless, the Summit revealed a number of points: whereas ecotourism was thought to be a small niche

      market, global interest and participatory numbers proved otherwise; whereas critics of the year argued

      about adequate representation during IYE, TIES' delegates and those from the UNEP-sponsored NGO and

      Indigenous Peoples meetings proved that theirs was a reasoned, experienced voice to be heeded; and

      whereas the usual byproduct of these global Summits is a well-worded document that elucidates very

      hopeful goals, the small group of individuals gathered by TIES have demonstrated that more tangible

      achievements can and will be made through a cooperative, concerted community-based effort.

      The major post-IYE activity that will be taking place focuses on the issue of certification: the instruments

      necessary to assure operators and guests alike that a destination or business is acting in a sustainable

      manner. TIES, in conjunction with the Institute for Policy Studies/ Stanford University, Rainforest Alliance, and UNEP, has been funded by the Ford Foundation to help create an international framework for eco- and sustainable tourism certification programs, and to build support for the launching of a global accreditation

      system.

      What does this all mean for the ecotraveler? In terms of the focus on certification, it there will be greater

      assurance of their green travel choices through the application of a global standard. On a broader scale, IYE has shown there are more destinations emerging, showcasing their unique wildlife and landscapes, while      working towards enabling greater benefit and participation for local communities and sustaining local natural

      resources.

      I will no doubt have many more wonderful experiences in the months to come after emerging from IYE with a  new sense of perspective, and girding myself for the next series of meetings. The beauty and livelihood of natural spaces have proven to be fragile; however, there is hope that the growing number of people      applying thoughtful ecotourism approaches will support ongoing sustainable travel throughout the world.

      Fergus Tyler Maclaren is TIES' Director of International Programs, and managed the international stakeholder input process for the International Year of Ecotourism 2002. He can be reached at fergus@ecotourism.org.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Corpus Christi Caller-Times (Texas)

May 13, 2003, Tuesday

U.N. group interested in Harte Institute

      Groundbreaking held at A&M-Corpus Christi for research facility

The new Harte Research Institute could be a link from South Texas to national and international projects.

      Wes Tunnell, associate director of the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies, said at the

      institute's groundbreaking ceremony Monday that officials are building a relationship with the National Center  for Coastal Ocean Science. The center is a branch of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.   The partnership would focus on Gulf of Mexico coastal research, leading to bigger things at the center,  Tunnell said. 

      It could lead to the National Center for Coastal Ocean Science having a home at the institute, complete

      with offices and research labs.

      "The idea is there but there's nothing solid yet," Tunnell said.

      The institute was also asked to submit a proposal for the United Nations Environmental Program for

      ocean observation.

      The institute will be another achievement for the city, said Will Harte, advisory council member and son of

      former Caller-Times publisher Ed Harte, whose $46 million endowment helped create the institute.

      "The institute will put Corpus Christi on the map internationally for its Gulf Coast research," Will Harte said.

      The new building for the Harte Research Institute will be sandwiched between Corpus Christi Bay and Oso

      Bay. Corpus Christi-based Richter Architects designed the 55,000-square-foot, three-story building.

      Not only will the institute be a center for Gulf of Mexico research, it will also be a valuable learning

      opportunity for students as well, said Linda Sousse, Student Government Association president.

      "This will increase the quality of our degrees," Sousse said. "This will allow students direct experience to

      explore the mysteries of the ocean."

      The new building is another step toward making a difference, said A&M System regent Anne Armstrong.

      "I think we are meeting my dear friend, Ed Harte's vision; to make a difference," Armstrong said. "The Harte  Research Institute is going to make a big difference."

      GRAPHIC: Officials hold their shovels as the groundbreaking ceremony begins for the Harte Research

      Institute at A&M-CC.

      Credit: George Gongora/Caller-Times

      Audience members listen to speakers prior to the official groundbreaking ceremonies Monday for the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

14 May 2003

General environmental news

Kenya's water resources under threat, says official 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya's freshwater resources faces increasing pressure due to rapid population growth, urbanization, industrialization and competing uses, a government official said Tuesday in Nairobi. Water and Natural Resources Minister Martha Karua told a workshop on Water Security Needs in Nairobi that the country's water resources were vulnerable and prone to cause destruction to life, property and infrastructure. "Today Kenya is facing massive flooding that has already impacted negatively on over a million Kenyans. Likewise, the major water supply dam has burst, leaving almost a million people in Nairobi without drinking water," she noted. The minister reminded Kenyans that the country had limited water resources and urged them to "invest properly and rationally" to develop water resources in a "socially acceptable and environmentally sustainable manner." Karua said on the average, water was scarce in Kenya, evident in the regular lack of the commodity in cities, towns, municipalities and several rural areas. The Kenyan official said the country's "extreme climate variability" and lack of funds for the sector were also undermining the water resource base in terms of quality and quantity. To reverse the trend, she suggested that water resources management be elevated to a national priority in the country's development plan.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng000391&dte=13/05/2003
Southern African nations seek development of Eco-tourism 

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - In an integrated approach to conservation Botswana, Namibia, package dubbed 'Four Corners Countries' to protect some 60,000 elephants, according to information released at the African Travel Association congress underway here. The 'Four Corners Trans-boundary Natural Resources Management Area' project is so named because it is located in a place where the boundaries of the four countries meet. The project, which covers an estimated 290,000 sq. km of land and water, has been funded by the US Agency for International Development (USAID) for a three-year period running 2001-2004. It is being managed by the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF). Speaking at the on-going congress, US Ambassador to Zambia said America has set aside 9 million dollars for the support of tourism under the 'Four Corners' territory. Four Corners is built around the Caprivi Strip in Namibia, Ngamiland in Botswana, the Hwange district in Zimbabwe and the Southern province of Zambia. All these areas have the Zambezi, one of Africa's great rivers, passing through them and they are all close to the Victoria Falls, which is often described as 'the eighth wonder of the world.'

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng000447&dte=13/05/2003
Experts alert plight of Africa's richest wildlife region 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The effects of war, increased human population and lack of financial support for protected areas threaten Africa's richest wildlife region spanning six countries of eastern Africa, the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) warns in a new report. It says the region, known as the Albertine Rift, contains more than 7,500 species of mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles and plants among the area's vast biodiversity. But the WCS warned in a statement here Monday that that Albertine Rift "is in dire need of a comprehensive conservation plan because the effects of war, high human population density and lack of financial support for protected areas threaten the entire region." Researchers have always known that the Albertine Rift – the western portion of the Great Rift Valley -- is unrivalled in Africa for its richness of species. But only recently have they attempted to tally the numbers across the entire region. So far, available data show that 1,100 species are unique to the area and that over 100 species are critically threatened, endangered, or vulnerable, according to the criteria of the World Conservation Union. Many of the most important sites in the Rift are highly threatened because of civil war in DR Congo. These sites are also under threat from oil exploration, as most of the northern half of the Albertine Rift is already divided into oil concessions, including national parks.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng000365&dte=13/05/2003
Central effluent control system for five Nigerian cities 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - In a move to rectify unwholesome treatment and discharge of effluents in Nigeria, the government plans to build central effluent facilities in five cities with high concentration of textile and tannery factories, the minister of environment, Muhammad Sa'id said. The facilities would be built in Lagos, Aba and Abia in the southern part of the country, as well as Kano and Kaduna in the north, Sa'id indicated Monday in Abuja. "Textile and tannery industries have compromised standards in the treatment of effluent discharges because they are losing markets due to globalization," he explained. In an attempt to halt the practice, Sa'id said the ministry consulted with stakeholders and derived "a strategy to get everybody involved in collectively tackling the problem."  He said the ministry has so far achieved 60 percent compliance nationwide in effluent treatment and discharge by manufacturers.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng000381&dte=13/05/2003
Hands Off Forest Reserves

Public Agenda (Accra)- A coalition of fourteen organizations from the civil society have threatened to drag the government to court if mining companies are allowed to do surface mining in forest reserves. The intention of the coalition was stated by Green Earth Organization, a Non-Governmental Organization at a forum organized in Accra as part of an on-going campaign against government's policy to allow mining in forest reserves. "The National Coalition Against Mining in Forest Reserves wishes to appeal to the Government of Ghana to reconsider its position to issue mining permits for mineral exploitation in the Forest Reserves, to avert possible legal action by the Coalition against it." The organization said. The coalition's position is informed by the fact that it would be environmentally disastrous to open up the forest dwindling forest reserves for mining. Mike Anane of the League of Environmental Journalist, said five multinational mining companies have geared up to begin mining in the forest reserves by August this year. Unfortunately, the NPP government seems to be helpless in attempt to stop this because of what amounts to blackmailing tactics of the multinationals. Anane said strangely, the cabinet has already accepted defeat and granted permit to two of the companies, Newmont and Ashanti Goldfields to operate the reserves at Ajenja Bepo and Kubi. Other reserves that have to go include Subri River Forest Reserve. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305140057.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

Environment in the news

All articles on EEA report for Kiev:

*FT (under World News Digest), 13 May, page 4: Growth “likely to hit pollution advances”

EEA writes report to be presented at next week’s Kiev Ministerial Conference on Environment, indicating that despite progress in the protection of the environment, growth will catch up and increase pollution.

*New Scientist: Economic growth threatens Europe's environment 

More pollution, more waste and less wildlife - that is the future for Europe as countries expand their economies, according to a new report by the European Environment Agency (EEA

http://www.newscientist.com/news/news.jsp?id=ns99993716
*The Irish Examiner 13 May:

Ireland fails to meet greenhouse gas obligations 
IRELAND has one of the worst records in the EU for implementing plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions under the Kyoto Protocol adopted in 1997. A major report by the European Environmental Agency ranks Ireland as the second-worst offender after Spain within the EU in meeting its targets to reduce the threat posed by such gases to the ozone layer

http://www.online.ie/news/irish_examiner/viewer.adp?article=2011748
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council rededicates itself to peaceful settlement of conflicts

*
Annan calls on Security Council to be ‘imaginative’ in pre-empting conflicts

*
Violence continues in northeast DR of Congo as rebels vie for Bunia – UN

*
Security Council creates UN mission in Côte d’Ivoire, delays West Africa trip

*
Secretary-General deplores ‘heinous’ terrorist bombings in Chechnya, Saudi Arabia  

*
Iraq: Annan believes Security Council will produce ‘helpful’ resolution  

*
Israelis and Palestinians should not let extremists ‘hijack’ peace process, Annan says

*
UN approves agreement with Cambodia to prosecute former Khmer Rouge leaders

*
WHO sees encouraging indications that SARS can be contained

*
Trafficking in women and children focus of UN crime commission session

*
UN announces global polio immunization shift to target endemic countries

*
Experts, including UN, warn of $3.8 billion shortfall in HIV funding by 2005

*
UN awards journalists and media institutions for information development in Africa

*
Former UN refugee agency chief Sadruddin Aga Khan dies

* * * * 

Security Council

13 May – The United Nations Security Council rededicated itself today to seeking the peaceful settlement of conflicts with a triple firewall strategy: preventing disputes from arising, preventing existing disputes from escalating into conflicts, and containing and resolving conflicts when they occur.

“The Security Council reiterates its commitment to make a wider and effective use of the procedures and means enshrined in the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations on the pacific settlement of disputes,” a presidential statement declared at the end of a meeting devoted to the 15-member body’s role in peaceful conflict resolution.

The statement, read by Foreign Minister Khurshid M. Kasuri of Pakistan, which holds the Council’s Presidency for May, came at the end of an all-day session that began with a call from Secretary-General Kofi Annan for the use of imagination and influence in pre-empting volatile issues before they erupt into full-fledged threats to peace.

Former UN Under-Secretary-General for Special Political Affairs Brian Urquhart, speaking before Member States gave their views, called for the establishment of a rapid reaction force in an era marked by violent non-governmental groups and factions which had little knowledge of, or respect for, the Council.

In such situations, it was essential for the Council to have some reliable and highly trained capacity for rapid reaction and deployment – the capacity to quell brush-fire violence before it developed into major conflict or genocide, he said. That was an extremely controversial issue, but impressive sounding decisions followed by sluggish and ineffective action both made bad situations worse and undermined the reputation of and public confidence in the UN itself, he added.

The former Personal Representative of the Secretary-General for East Timor, Jamsheed Marker, told the meeting the challenge was to reinvigorate the role of the UN, especially of the Secretary-General and his good offices, and of the Council in strengthening the mechanisms for pacific settlement of disputes.

He remained convinced that, notwithstanding an uncomfortable increase in the climate of unilateralism in international affairs, the Council together with the Secretary-General could play a crucial role in the peaceful settlement of disputes.

For his part, Judge Nabil Elaraby of the International Court of Justice warned against States which sought assistance from the Council to score points and extract verbal condemnations against their foes, rather than to achieve genuine reconciliation.  “This situation has to be radically altered,” he stressed. 

* * * 
Security Council

13 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on the Security Council today to exercise imagination and influence in its key role of pre-empting volatile issues before they erupt into full-fledged threats to peace.

“Let us be imaginative. Let us use what influence we have. And let us focus on implementation,” Mr. Annan said in remarks at the outset of a meeting of the 15-member body on “The role of the Security Council in the Pacific Settlement of Disputes.”

Noting efforts to prevent or mitigate conflicts, including use of the Secretary-General’s good offices and Council missions like one to West Africa later this week, Mr. Annan said: “I think we would all agree that these efforts have achieved mixed results. We have seen both innovation and inertia. We have seen genuine displays of political will, and instances where the Council has failed to dissuade the parties to a conflict from using force.”

While primary responsibility for avoiding conflict rested with the parties concerned, Mr. Annan outlined the tools the Council had at its disposal and the “key role” it could play.

“You can help identify and address root causes early, when the opportunities for constructive dialogue and other peaceful means are greatest,” he said. “You can ensure an integrated approach that brings together all factors and all actors, including civil society. And you can support the other UN organs in their efforts to resolve disputes and address volatile issues before they erupt into full-fledged threats to international peace and security.”

* * *

DR of Congo

13 May – Violence erupted again in the north-eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) as Lendu militia, who were driven out of Bunia yesterday by rival Hema fighters, have regrouped and launched a counter-offensive to regain control of the town, the United Nations said today.

Fighting was taking place within 500 metres of the UN headquarters compound in Bunia, while at the airport, where the UN also has a base, mortar fire was reported, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said in New York.

Bunia, in the volatile, gold-rich Ituri Province, has been the scene of bloody violence for months. The warring Hema and Lendu – vying for control of the town in the wake of the withdrawal of Ugandan troops – have clashed repeatedly.

Mr. Eckhard said staff from the UN Organization in the Mission in the DRC (MONUC) were particularly concerned about the welfare of some 8,000 civilians that have taken refuge at both UN locations. “I cannot confirm a wire service report that a woman in the headquarters compound was killed by a stray bullet,” he said. “UN soldiers, however, in limited patrols of the town, spotted at least 40 bodies in the streets.”

On his arrival this morning at UN Headquarters in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said that France had indicated its willingness, in principle, to participate in an international force to be sent to the DRC to calm the situation, provided it has a clear Security Council mandate and other governments join in.

“So we are in touch with other governments, trying to see if they will join France in such an effort,” Mr Annan said.

The Secretary-General added that he had been in touch this morning with President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, who is talking to other leaders in the region about how to respond to the crisis in the DRC, and that he had also asked the Ugandan Government to use its influence in the region “to ensure that the militia and the people in the region restrain themselves.”

Last week, the Under-Secretary-General for UN Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, warned that although nearly 700 UN troops had been deployed to Bunia, without decisive action, the situation might spin out of control, leading possibly to the massive killing of civilians.

* * *
Côte d’Ivoire

13 May – Determining that the situation in Côte d’Ivoire is a threat to international peace and security in West Africa, the Security Council today decided to establish a United Nations Mission in that country.

The Council also tentatively agreed to postpone a planned eight-day mission to explore opportunities for progress towards peace and stability in West Africa. The mission had been slated to travel to Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia, Guinea-Bissau and Sierra Leone, and Council members were to examine country-specific issues and developments at each stop.

Noting the challenges to Côte d’Ivoire’s stability in the wake of last September’s coup attempt, the Council unanimously adopted a resolution authorizing the new Mission, to be known as MINUCI, to help guide efforts to implement the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, a French-brokered peace accord reached in January that calls on the government, rebels and political opposition to share power in a transitional government until elections in 2005.

The new Mission would include a military component, based on an option proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, complementing the operations of the French and the forces of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). In his most recent report to the Council, Mr. Annan recommended deploying such a “military liaison group” to be co-located with the field headquarters of the French and ECOWAS forces, as well as those of the government and rebel forces.

The Council stressed that the military liaison group should initially include 26 military officers and that up to 50 additional officers might be progressively deployed when the Secretary-General determined that there was a need and security conditions permitted.

Under the resolution, the tasks of the military liaison group would include advising the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Albert Tevoedjre, on military matters; monitoring the military situation, including the security of Liberian refugees; and establishing links with the French and ECOWAS forces, as well as with the Forces armees nationales de Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI) and the forces nouvelle, in order to build confidence and trust between the armed groups.

The military liaison group would also provide input to forward planning on disengagement, disarmament and demobilization and identifying future tasks, in order to advise the Government and support the French and ECOWAS forces.

In addition to the military liaison group, the Council approved the establishment of a small staff to support the Special Representative on political, legal, civil affairs, civilian police, elections, media and public relations, humanitarian and human rights issues.

The Council asked that all Ivoirian parties cooperate with MINUCI in the execution of its mandate, to ensure the freedom of movement of its personnel throughout the country and the unimpeded and safe movement of the personnel of humanitarian agencies, and to support efforts to find safe and durable solutions for refugees and displaced persons.

Speaking to the press following the adoption of the resolution, the Council’s President, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, said the decision to postpone the mission to West Africa was not political but merely logistical. “There is still a sense of urgency,” he said, “and we will reschedule this mission to go as soon as possible – in not months but weeks.”

The Ambassador said the Council’s unanimous move to create a UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire sent an “important signal to all the parties concerned.” The Ivoirian parties should sense the Council’s concern in the resolution that they abide by the agreements that had been reached and that no actions should be taken to deviate from movement towards peace in the region.

“The message in the resolution will be followed up by the Council’s mission to the region, and between the two, we hope that there will be positive movement,” he added.

Asked if the decision to postpone the visit to West Africa so Council members could devote more attention to Iraq sent a “bad message” – particularly since so much time had been spent dealing with the Iraq issue, Ambassador Akram said he believed the situation in West Africa deserves urgent attention and that was why the Mission would still be sent.

“At the same time, I think that some of the representatives that were to accompany the mission felt that their governments required them to be here at this time,” he said. “So it’s a question of determining governmental priorities. The Council is currently seized of so many important issues, but I can tell you that West Africa has not lost its place of priority – the Mission will go very soon.”

* * *

Terrorism: Secretary-General

13 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today deplored the “heinous acts of terrorism” in the Russian Federation and Saudi Arabia over the past 24 hours, declaring that they were against “all decent tenets of religion, against human rights, indeed against humanity.”

“Terrorism can never be justified,” Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by a UN spokesman on the bomb explosions that killed or injured scores on people in northern Chechnya and the Saudi Arabian capital.

“Many innocent people, going about their daily lives or asleep in their beds with no warning of what was to come, have lost their lives in cruel ways,” the statement added.  “The Secretary-General strongly condemns the vicious acts which took place in Znamenskoye and Riyadh.”

Asked by reporters on his arrival this morning at UN headquarters in New York for his reaction to the bombing in Saudi Arabia, Mr. Annan said: “It is tragic and I’m sorry that so many people lost their lives. These acts must be totally condemned, and I hope this is a wake up call for everyone that terrorism is not over yet and that we must all remain vigilant.”

* * * 
Iraq: humanitarian

13 May – As United Nations relief agencies continued to increase their presence in Iraq, with more than 250 international staff now back in the country, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today he believed the Security Council would be able to produce a “helpful” resolution on the UN’s role there.

Meanwhile security, especially in Baghdad and in the south, including Basra, remained a top priority for UN humanitarian workers, who also expressed increasing alarm over the rising number of refugees in Iraq who are being threatened, robbed and forced from their homes, sometimes at gunpoint.

“I think with a good, open, constructive and flexible attitude, they will be able to come up with a resolution that will be helpful for everybody,” Mr. Annan told reporters on arrival at UN Headquarters in New York when asked about a draft Security Council resolution sponsored by the United States, the United Kingdom and Spain on the administration of post-war Iraq, including the UN role.

In Baghdad, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, has been meeting with coalition military officials as well representatives of the US-run Office for Humanitarian and Reconstruction Affairs to insist on the need to restore security to the country, which has been wracked by shooting and looting.

Voicing alarm over the intimidation of refugees, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the “worrying phenomenon, brought about by the collapse in governance and the widespread security vacuum,” might now be spreading from Palestinians to Iranians. There are 60,000 to 90,000 Palestinian refugees in Iraq and more than 23,000 Iranian refugees. 

Up to 1,000 Iranian refugees may have been displaced in southern Iraq after having their homes, crops and other property confiscated, UNHCR said. Some of them are now living in an abandoned transit centre on the outskirts of Basra while many others are camped out near the border area with Iran, intent on heading back to their homeland.

On the health issue, the World Health Organization (WHO) said that in the northern city of Mosul there was a five-fold increase in diarrhoea, especially in adults. WHO also detected a seven-fold increase in acute hepatitis.

Meanwhile, the value of priority supplies that can be shipped to Iraq from the UN Oil-for-Food pipeline by 3 June, when it expires, has reached $778 million, mostly in the food ($356 million), electricity ($179 million), agriculture ($119 million) and health ($81 million) sectors. More than half of these goods are already in transit to Iraq.

* * *

Middle East: Secretary-General


13 May – Calling on Israel and the Palestinians not to “allow extremists to hijack the process and dictate agendas,” United Nations Secretary-General today urged both sides to “recognize that they are partners in this endeavour and can only succeed or fail together” in the search for peace in the Middle East.


In a message to the UN International Meeting in Support of Middle East Peace in Kyiv, Ukraine, delivered by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Danilo Turk, Mr. Annan warned against all unilateral acts – from terrorist attacks and arbitrary assassination to house demolitions and settlement activities.

Noting the appointment of a Palestinian Prime Minister and publication of the Road Map peace plan by the diplomatic Quartet – comprised of the UN, United States, Russian Federation and European Union, he said – “Today, we find ourselves at a historic juncture in the quest for peace between Israelis and Palestinians.”

The Road Map calls for a series of parallel steps by both sides over the next three years towards a realizing the vision of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side in peace and security.

“The responsibility to bring this process to a successful conclusion rests primarily with the parties themselves,” Mr. Annan declared. “Terrorist attacks against civilians, arbitrary assassinations, arrests and detentions, house demolitions, stifling closures and blockades, settlement activities – all unilateral measures of one kind or another should come to an end. There should be no new victims added to the more than 3,000 already dead and the thousands of wounded. Children, women and all innocent civilians should at long last be able to live in peace and security.”

Warning against complacency at the recent positive developments, the Secretary-General cautioned: “Violence has not subsided yet and major efforts will be necessary to ensure that terrorist attacks and military incursions do not take place and undermine the prospects of implementation of the Quartet’s Road Map.”

The two-day Kyiv meeting was convened by the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People on the theme “Promoting a comprehensive dialogue on the political, security and economic factors critical for resolving the current crisis and resuming the peace process.”

Experts are set to assess the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, discuss the Road Map, and exchange views on modalities for a peaceful settlement of the conflict. Those invited to attend include high-level officials from host government Ukraine and the Palestinian Authority, internationally renowned experts including Israelis and Palestinians, representatives of UN Member States and observers, parliamentarians, representatives of the UN system and other intergovernmental organizations, the academic community and representatives of non-governmental organizations.

* * *

Cambodia

13 May – The United Nations today approved a plan to create special courts to try former leaders of Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge regime.

The 191-member General Assembly adopted by consensus a resolution containing the draft agreement between the world body and Cambodia concerning the prosecution – under Cambodian law – of crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea. The Assembly also decided to fund the trials through voluntary contributions rather than via the regular UN budget.

The 32-article draft plan would create “Extraordinary Chambers,” comprising one trial court and one Supreme Court within the existing national court structure of Cambodia, and contain a mix of international and Cambodian judges. According to the plan – which stresses the impartiality and independence of the prospective jurists – decisions in the two chambers would be taken by majority of four judges and five judges, respectively. 

The plan also sets out the duties of the prosecutors and investigating judges, rules of procedure, defendants’ rights and procedures governing witness and expert testimony. With respect to amnesty, the plan states that “the Royal Government of Cambodia would undertake not to request one for any persons who might be investigated or convicted of crimes under the agreement.” 

The resolution adopted today urges UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the Cambodian Government to “take all measures to allow the agreement to enter into force and be fully implemented.” The Assembly also appeals to the international community to provide assistance, including financial and personnel support, to the Extraordinary Chambers.

The Secretary-General had warned that in a report that “the opportunity of bringing those responsible to justice might be lost” if the courts were funded by voluntary contributions rather than through regular UN dues payments. And while diplomats earlier this month hailed the plan’s consensus approval by the Assembly’s Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee, which deals with human rights issues, they too warned that justice could yet be denied if governments failed to contribute generously to the courts’ operation.

* * *

SARS

13 May – The World Health Organization (WHO) said today experiences in a growing number of countries indicate that the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) can be contained, and therefore prevented from becoming widely established as another new disease in humans.

WHO said there are indications of success with its efforts to seal off opportunities for SARS to spread both within countries and internationally. For example, during a videoconference with Singaporean officials yesterday, the agency learned that the so-called “time to isolation” had been reduced from a high of three days in the early phase of the outbreak to 1.4 days by last week, thus reducing by half the amount of time infected persons can expose others to the SARS virus.

In the absence of a vaccine, the most effective way to control a new disease such as SARS is to break the chain of transmission from infected to healthy persons, WHO stressed. Singapore has instituted such comprehensive procedures for identifying cases and isolation, and these measures appear to be working, the agency said.

“If each new SARS patient infects more than one additional person, then the number of new cases will increase with time. If each new SARS patient infects one further person, then the number of new cases will remain static,” WHO stated. “However, if each new SARS patient infects, on average, less than one further person, then the number of new cases will fall and the outbreak will die out.”

WHO said breaking the chain of transmission entails identifying SARS cases soon after onset of illness, ensuring prompt isolation of cases in a properly equipped facility and the tracing of all close contacts of each case for careful monitoring. Together, these activities can reduce the number of people exposed to each infectious case.

Despite this indication that the epidemic is coming under control, the Coordinator of WHO’s Global Alert and Response Programme, Michael Ryan, warned against becoming complacent, stressing that this is the time to intensify prevention efforts.

As of today, a cumulative total of 7,548 probable SARS cases, with 573 deaths, have been reported from 29 countries.

* * *

Crime commission

13 May – Human trafficking, especially in women and children, will be the focus of the twelfth session of the United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, which opened today in Vienna.

The 40-member Commission, which formulates international policies and recommends activities in the field of crime control, is expected to spotlight the phenomenon of trafficking just as the UN Office of Drugs and Crime (UNDOC) has confirmed that the majority of victims of human trafficking are women and children, and sexual exploitation is the most common form of such abuse.

While there is a dearth of reliable statistics worldwide on human trafficking, UNODC’s newly established global database focusing on such trends has revealed that victims are typically recruited from moderately poor countries, transported through countries which provide safe routes, and end up in more affluent parts of the world.

In addition, Asia, the former Soviet Republics and Africa are the major regions of origin, while Central Asia and Eastern Europe currently act mainly as a transit area for trafficked persons. Asia, excluding Japan, is now as much a source as a destination, and the main destination regions can be found in the industrialized world.

During its current session – set to run through 22 May – the Commission will discuss trends in trafficking in human beings; investigating and prosecuting such cases, including national and international law enforcement cooperation and assistance; and awareness-raising and social intervention, including victim support and the role of civil society.

A workshop on “Trafficking in Human Beings, Especially in Women and Children: Lessons Learned and Policy Implications” is scheduled for Thursday. The event is being organized by the institutes of the UN Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme (CICP) network and coordinated by the UN Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI).

* * *

Polio

13 May – United Nations agencies today announced an “unprecedented tactical shift” in the global polio eradication campaign, the world’s largest public health initiative, to focus resources on the seven remaining polio-endemic countries and six others considered at high risk of re-infection.

If the campaign is successful, the highly infectious viral disease – which mainly affects children under five and can lead to paralysis within five days – will be the first to be eradicated in the 21st century, and only the second ever after smallpox in 1979.

Only seven countries remain endemic – India, Nigeria, Pakistan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Niger and Somalia – with 99 per cent of all polio cases concentrated in just the first three. Six others are considered at high risk if re-infection – Angola, Bangladesh, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Nepal and the Sudan.

“Until we stop transmission of the poliovirus in the seven remaining infected countries, children everywhere will remain at risk of contracting this disease,” the Director-General of the UN World Health Organization (WHO), Gro Harlem Brundtland said in a statement. “Concentrating our resources on these strategic countries is crucial to root out and extinguish the remaining reservoirs of wild poliovirus.”

The new tactic was finalized and adopted yesterday in Geneva by the Technical Consultative Group on the Global Eradication of Poliomyelitis, an initiative spearheaded by WHO, Rotary International, the United States Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

It will shift 297 million additional doses of oral vaccine into the new target zone, along with an additional $35 million, with 51 immunization campaigns in 2003. Campaigns will be revised in 93 countries where transmission has already been stopped in order to commit more resources to target countries. New campaigns will be conducted only as an emergency response to importation of the disease. By comparison, the 93 countries held 266 campaigns in 2002.

“Basically we’re tightening the noose,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a statement. “Unfortunately, the funding needed to finish the job is extremely tight, too.” She added that at the end of 2002, an additional $ 275 million was needed to finish the job by 2005, with $ 33 million urgently required for 2003 alone. “We need that money to make sure this new tactic is fully implemented, and we need it now,” she said.

Public health experts point to the dire consequences if the eradication initiative falters now. Failure to eradicate polio would result in the resources invested being wasted, including over $2 billion and the work of 20 million volunteers worldwide. International confidence in future global public health initiatives would be compromised and the number of annual polio cases would drastically increase.

* * *
HIV/AIDS

13 May – A panel of leading public health experts, including those from United Nations agencies, warns today that current annual spending on HIV prevention falls $3.8 billion short of what would be needed by 2005.

Despite the urgent need for HIV prevention and the broad range of proven interventions available, a new report by The Global HIV Prevention Working Group says fewer than one in five people at risk of infection today have access to prevention programmes.

Meanwhile, only 5 per cent of pregnant women have access to voluntary HIV counselling and testing, and only 24 per cent of people at high risk have AIDS education available to them.

The Working Group comprises some 40 leading public health experts, clinicians, biomedical and behavioural researchers and people affected by HIV/AIDS, including those from the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Entitled “Access to HIV Prevention: Closing the Gap,” the report identifies funding gaps for each region in the world and examines current spending levels versus projected need. It recommends that global spending from all sources on HIV prevention should be increased from the current level of $1.9 billion to $5.7 billion by 2005 and to $6.6 billion by 2007 to cater for the shortfall.

The report recommends a combination prevention approach, using a range of science-based strategies. It also stresses that prevention and treatment programmes must be scaled up to ensure those who test positive have fast access to treatment and the tools to protect others from infection.

Convened last year by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Henry Kaiser Family Foundation, the Panel seeks to inform global policy-making, programme planning and donor decisions on HIV prevention, and advocate for a comprehensive response that integrates prevention and care.

* * *

Information technology

13 May – The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and its partners today presented Awards to prominent media practitioners and organizations that have made significant contributions to the development of information and communications technologies (ICTs) in Africa.

An initiative of ECA, the African Information Society Initiative (AISI) Media Awards aim to promote journalism which contributes to a better understanding of the information society in Africa. They are given to individual journalists and media institutions based on the continent.

ECA said the sustainable build up of an information society in African countries requires the development of information resources to reflect the needs of each and every sector and stakeholder. The information society also requires that knowledge be disseminated and used by stakeholders, the public at large and disenfranchised groups such as women and the poor to make rational choices and exercise human rights.

Internationally recognized African journalists, media researchers, and experts on ICT for Development issues selected this year’s winners: ICT Focus from Ethiopia, Radio Afrique Espoir from Benin, Association Yam Pukri from Burkina Faso, Realities Magazine from Tunisia, Women of Uganda Network, African Languages Technology from Nigeria, Etienne Tasse from Cameroon, Salif Sanogo from Mali, Takawira Musara from Zimbabwe, IT and Telecom Digest from Nigeria, Bianca Wright from South Africa and Brenda Zulu from Zambia.  

The Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA), the Open Society Initiative for Western Africa (OSIWA), the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) and the International Institute for Communication and Development (IICD) sponsor the awards.

* * *

UNHCR

13 May – Former United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, who led the UN agency during the 1960s and 1970s, died in Boston on Monday. He was 70.

“All in UNHCR and the entire humanitarian community are deeply saddened by the passing away of Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan. He left an indelible print on UNHCR’s history – leading the agency through some of the most challenging moments. Sadruddin’s name became synonymous with UNHCR,” said High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers, who received the news of the Prince’s death while on mission in West Africa. 

A statement issued by a UN spokesman said Secretary-General Kofi Annan was saddened to learn of the death of Prince Sadruddin, who was described as a “philanthropist and lifelong friend” of the United Nations. “He joins the Prince’s many friends around the world in giving thanks for the life of this remarkable and deeply generous human being,” the statement said.
Prince Sadruddin became High Commissioner in January of 1966 at the age of 33 – the youngest person ever to lead UNHCR. Prior to becoming High Commissioner, he served for three years as Deputy High Commissioner. He was at the helm of the UN refugee agency during one of its most difficult periods, including the 1971 Bangladesh crisis, which uprooted 10 million people, the 1972 exodus of hundreds of thousands of Hutus from Burundi to Tanzania and the Indochinese boat people tragedy of the mid-1970s. In 1972, Prince Sadruddin played a key role in finding new homes for tens of thousands of South Asians expelled from Uganda by Idi Amin.

After leaving UNHCR at the end of 1977 at his own request, he served in various capacities dealing with humanitarian situations in many parts of the world on behalf of the United Nations. These included Afghanistan and Iraq during the first Persian Gulf War. He was also a trustee of a number of charity organizations. He published several books and received numerous national and international decorations, including the French Legion d’Honeur and the UN Human Rights Award.

Prince Sadruddin is the uncle of Karim Aga Khan, the spiritual leader of 12 million Ismaili Muslims. He is survived by his wife, Princess Catherine Aleya Aga Khan.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE

SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-Generaland Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General AssemblyPresident.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           We’re going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of terrorism. 

           “Over the past 24 hours, the world has had to bear witness, yet again, to heinous acts of terrorism.  In both  the Russian Federation and Saudi Arabia many innocent people, going about their daily lives or asleep in their beds  with no warning of what was to come, have lost their lives in cruel ways.  The Secretary-General strongly condemns  the vicious acts, which took place in Znamenskoye and Riyadh.  They were against all decent tenets of religion,  against human rights, indeed against humanity.  Terrorism can never be justified.”

           **Fighting Erupts Again in Bunia

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo reports that Lendu militia, who were driven out of  Bunia yesterday by rival Hema fighters, have regrouped and a few hours ago launched a counteroffensive to regain  control of the town.

           Fighting was taking place within 500 metres of the UN headquarters compound in Bunia, while at the airport, where the UN also has a base, mortar fire was reported.

           Mission staff are particularly concerned about the welfare of some 8,000 civilians that have taken refuge at both UN locations.  I cannot confirm a wire service report that a woman in the Headquarters compound was killed by a  stray bullet.  UN soldiers, however, in limited patrols of the town, spotted at least 40 bodies in the streets.

           On entering the building this morning, the Secretary-General said that France had indicated its willingness, in  principle, to participate in an international force to be sent to the DRC, provided it has a clear Security Council  mandate and other governments join in.  “So we are in touch with other governments”, he said, “trying to see if they will join France in such an effort”.

           He added that he had been in touch this morning with South Africa’s President, Thabo Mbeki, who is talking to other leaders in the region about how to respond to the crisis in the DRC and that he had also asked the Ugandan Government to use its influence in the region “to ensure that the militia and the people in the region restrain themselves”.

           **Iraq

           On his way in to the building this morning, the Secretary-General was also asked for his opinion on the draft resolution on Iraq currently under discussion in the Security Council.  He said the text “touches upon most of the issues we’ve been discussing”, although it does not deal with one or two issues.

           He added:  “I think with a good, open, constructive and flexible attitude they will be able to come up with a  resolution that will be helpful for everybody”.

           The UN presence in Baghdad continues to increase, with more than 250 international staff present throughout  the country.

           The priority for the UN humanitarian actors in Iraq continues to be security, especially in the capital and in the  south, including Basra.  The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, has been insisting on this  point at all his meetings with coalition military officials, as well with representatives of the Office for Humanitarian and  Reconstruction Affairs.

           On the refugee front, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees says it is growing increasingly alarmed about the rising number of refugees in Iraq who are being threatened, robbed and forced from their homes, sometimes at the point of a gun.  In addition to the fate of Palestinian refugees, which we’ve mentioned in this briefing, UNHCR says that this worrying phenomenon, brought about by the collapse in governance and the widespread security vacuum, may now be affecting a similar number of Iranian refugees.  In all, there are more than 23,000 Iranian

     refugees in Iraq.     

           On the health issue, the World Health Organization said that in the northern city of Mosul there was a five-fold  increase in diarrhoea, especially in adults.  The agency has also detected a seven-fold increase in acute hepatitis.

           **Oil-for-Food

           The Office of the Iraq Programme tells us that the total value of priority items from the “oil-for-food”

     programme’s humanitarian pipeline that can be shipped to Iraq by 3 June has now reached $778 million.  Among the  priority items are a floating crane for the removal of shipwrecks now obstructing some berths at the port of Umm Qasr, and harbour dredgers to increase the draft available to ships carrying humanitarian supplies.

           Benon Sevan, the Executive Director of the Office of the Iraq Programme, will brief the Security Council on the  implementation of resolutions 1472 and 1476 tomorrow.  The full text of the oil-for-food update is available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Secretary-General today encouraged the Security Council’s role in the pacific settlement of disputes, which according to Chapter VI of the United Nations Charter stands at the heart of the Organization's system of  collective security.

           His remarks were made at the start of today’s open meeting on “The Role of the Security Council in the

     Pacific Settlement of Disputes” chaired by the Pakistani Foreign Minister in his capacity as Council President.

           The Secretary-General said:  “You can help identify and address root causes early, when the opportunities for  constructive dialogue and other peaceful means are greatest.  You can ensure an integrated approach that brings together all factors and all actors, including civil society”.

           He went on to say:  “Let us be imaginative.  Let us use what influence we have.  And let us focus on

     implementation and action”.

           Sir Brian Urquhart, the former UN Under-Secretary-General for Special Political Affairs, former UN Personal  Representative for East Timor Jamsheed Marker, and Nabil Elaraby, Judge of the International Court of Justice, also  spoke.

           There are 22 other speakers on the list.

           After that meeting, the Council will vote on a draft resolution to set up a peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire.

           **Mideast message

           “Today, we find ourselves at a historic juncture in the quest for peace between Israelis and Palestinians”, said  the Secretary-General in a message to the UN international meeting in support of Middle East peace.

           The meeting, organized under the auspices of the Committee for the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian  People, is being held in Kyiv, Ukraine.

           Recent positive developments, such as the release of the Quartet “Road Map” and the appointment of an

     empowered Palestinian Prime Minister, should not make us complacent, the Secretary-General said in the message  which delivered by Danilo Turk, the Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs.  “Both sides should recognize that  they are partners in this endeavour and can only succeed or fail together.  They should not allow extremists to hijack  the process and dictate agendas”, he added.  We have the full text of the message available upstairs.

           **Korea

           Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General met with President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic of Korea, telling him that the United Nations would press ahead on humanitarian assistance, and eventually development assistance, to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

           That evening, the Secretary-General issued a message to the annual dinner of the Korea Society, which was in honour of President Roh, in which he noted

     the consensus in the international community that the Korean peninsula should remain free from nuclear weapons and  that this should be achieved by peaceful means.

           He voiced his hope that the recent trilateral talks in Beijing mark the beginning of a diplomatic process that will  lead to a resolution of the matter.  That process, he added, may be difficult and even frustrating at times, but there is no alternative to it.  He pledged the United Nations full support.  We have copies of that message upstairs.

           **DSG

           The Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is in Poland, where yesterday she met with government

     officials and UN staff.  In the afternoon, she addressed the Diplomatic Academy in Warsaw on the challenges faced by the international community.  Today, she visits Krakow and will meet this afternoon with students at the Jagiellonian  University.  She leaves Poland tomorrow for Strasbourg.

           **Trafficking in Human Beings

           Human trafficking is the focus of discussion at the twelfth session of the UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, which began today in Vienna, and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime says its new database findings confirm that women and children are the majority of trafficking victims.

           The Office adds that Asia, the former Soviet Republics and Africa are the major regions of origin for trafficked  persons, and that Central Asia and Eastern Europe have served as transit areas for such trafficking.  We have a press  release with more details.

           **Polio Campaign

           The United Nations Children's Fund and the World Health Organization and their partners in the Polio

     Eradication Initiative today announced a shift in tactics for dealing with the disease.  Immunization campaigns in 93  countries where polio transmission has already been stopped will be revised to commit more resources to those seven countries in which the disease is still endemic.

           For the rest of this year and during 2004, eradication campaigns will focus on the seven countries: 

     Afghanistan, Egypt, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan and Somalia – as well as six other countries where the there is a high  risk of reinfection -- Angola, Bangladesh, DRC -- that’s the Democratic Republic of the Congo -- Ethiopia, Nepal and Sudan.  The new policy will result in 297 million doses of oral polio vaccine and $35 million in additional resources being shifted to the 13 countries.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Report on AIDS Funding Gap

           The first-ever analysis of the gap between current efforts and future needs in preventing HIV says that by 2005,

     global funding will fall short by $3.8 billion.  The new report, “Access to HIV Prevention:  Closing the Gap” says that fewer than one in five people at risk of HIV infection today have access to prevention programmes.  Only 5 per cent of pregnant women have access to voluntary HIV counseling and testing and only 24 per cent of people at high risk have access to AIDS education.

           The report identifies key prevention priorities for each region in the world and recommends that global spending from all sources should be increased from the current level of $1.9 billion to $5.7 billion by 2005 and then to $6.6 billion by 2007.  It also recommends that prevention and treatment programmes must be scaled up to ensure those who test positive have fast access to treatment and the tools to protect others from infection.

           The report was produced by the Global HIV Prevention Working Group that includes the Joint Programme on UN HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the World Health Organization and the Pan-American Health Organization, the United Nations Children's Fund and the World Bank.  And it is available on the UNAIDS Web site.

           **Budget

           On budget news today, the Republic of Moldova became the 79th Member State to pay its 2003 regular

     budget contribution in full with payment of more than $27,000.

           **Signings

           In signings, this morning, Uruguay became the 56th country to sign the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations.

           **World Chronicle

           And World Chronicle programme no. 900 features Shashi Tharoor, the Under-Secretary-General in the

     Department of Public Information.  And you can see it today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           Any questions before we go to Richard?  Yeah?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Is there anything you can tell us about the expulsion of seven Cuban diplomats by the US?

           Spokesman:  No.  Under the Host Country Agreement, the Host Country, the United States, is expected to  inform the United Nations of any such action and I am told that the UN Legal Counsel Hans Corell was in fact informed of that decision last night.  So, under the established procedures there’s nothing more for the United Nations to do.  It’s a matter between Cuba and the United States.  Yeah?

           Question:  Is the Secretary-General concerned that the Security Council’s trip to West Africa will distract them from concentrating on the US resolution on running Iraq?

           Spokesman:  I think you’d better put that question to Council members themselves.  I believe there’s been some discussion of that.  But a decision, if there is one, to change the programme would have to be made by them.   Okay, I’ll turn it over to Richard.

           Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Following the recommendation of the Third Committee, the General Assembly plenary this morning adopted

     the draft resolution entitled “Khmer Rouge trials” without a vote.  The Acting President at this meeting was the Minister

     of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador, Her Excellency Ms. Nina Pacari Vega.

           Last Thursday and Friday, President Kavan attended the 37th Plenary Assembly of the World Federation of

     UN Associations and delivered an address on the theme:  :The UN:  Our Hope, Our Future”.

           In his address, he said, “The potential and importance of partnerships between the United Nations and civil

     society, multilateral organizations, the private sector, non-governmental and philanthropic organizations, academics,

     Nobel Laureates and journalists, as well as volunteers in every community, to attain the Millennium Development

     Goals, is essential and represents the spirit embodied in the opening lines of the United Nations Charter ‘We, the

     peoples of the United Nations…’”.

           Copies of this address are available at the 3rd floor documents counter and will be available on the GA

     President’s Web site.

           While in Barcelona, he also met with representatives of WFUNA and local government officials.  President

     Kavan is now in Prague attending a session of the Czech parliament.

           And on the home front, the second part of the resumed session of the

     5th Committee continues in session until 30 May.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Arabs" ��Austin American Statesman - Iraq's marsh Arabs look to a future in the past� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Agreement" ��Agence France Presse  - UNEP and Finland sign agreement on environmental cooperation�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Disasters" ��PANA - UN to assist Kenya reduce future disasters�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Health" ��Canada NewsWire - International Forum on Ecosystem Approaches to Human Health Montreal�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wetlands" ��Earth Island Journal - The cost of war, Part 2; Asia; wetlands in Afghanistan; Brief Article�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecotourism" ��Earth Island Journal - Matching conservation with enterprise: a look back at the international year of ecotourism�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNGroup" ��Corpus Christi Caller-Times (Texas) - U.N. group interested in Harte Institute�
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