[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 14  November 2002



Other Environment-related News

· REUTERS - El Nino Affects Climate on a 2,000 Year Cycle

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROAP" 

ROAP

· ROLAC




Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for  13 November 2002
· U.N. Highlights of  13 November 2002
BBC

UN meeting allows first ivory sales in years

  SANTIAGO, Chile - A U.N. meeting on endangered species this week allowed Botswana to sell elephant tusks, easing a 13-year-old ban   on the ivory trade. 

  Delegates at the U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Chile voted 59 to 26 to let Botswana stage a   one-off sale of 20 tonnes of ivory stockpiles in 2004. 

  The organization was likely to approve ivory sales by four other African countries later in the day. 

  Environmentalist groups opposed loosening the ban, in force since 1989, because they say it encourages poaching. 

  The African elephant population plummeted to 600,000 from about 1.2 million in a slaughter of elephants for their tusks in the 1980s. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

CITES permits three African nations to sell ivory stockpiles 

                      Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) -  Botswana, Namibia and South  Africa sighed relief after the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) granted them permission to sell their stockpiles of ivory.

             The decision was made at the ongoing 12th Conference of Parties (COP 12) in Santiago, Chile for these countries to sell their stockpiles of ivory in spite of the existing ivory sale ban imposed by Cites.

             South Africa would now sell its ivory stockpile at the Kruger National Park.

             The sales will enable the South African National Parks to build a  predator sensing system, maintain anti-poaching operations, and  translocate wildlife as part of the trans-frontier conservation  programme.

             "This constitutes an enormous victory for South Africa's sustainable use policies in the international arena. South Africa  constantly argued that a sensible and scientific approach needed to be taken in the management of wildlife," said South Africa's minister of environmental and tourism, Mohammed Valli Moosa.

             With a slim majority of just three votes, the parties agreed to allow Botswana, Namibia, and South Africa to sell ivory on the  international market.

             In the face of many published reports of poaching in Africa and Asia, and ivory smuggling world-wide, the three countries will be permitted to sell 10,000 pounds, 15,000 pounds, and 5,000 pounds             of ivory, respectively.

             In 1989, CITES voted to close the ivory trade, but it was re-opened in 1997 for a one-time sale of stockpiled ivory from three African countries. Sales of ivory then remained prohibited due to increased concern for the population of elephants.

             Conservationists and animal advocates fear that the renewed ivory trade will lead to exponentially more elephant poaching and the decline of this fragile species.

             They complain that ivory trade has proven "disastrous to elephant  populations in the past as herd numbers were cut in half from poaching in the 1970s and 1980s. Since these populations haven't  had time to recover, this renewed trade will likely decimate what  remains of those fragile herds in Africa and Asia."

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

 Sea Horses Given Protected Status by U.N. Body

 Wed Nov 13, 

 SANTIAGO, Chile (Reuters) - The tiny sea horse briefly stole the spotlight at a U.N. meeting in Chile on Wednesday when delegates agreed to protect all 32 species of the sea creature from a lucrative global trade that threatens to drive them to extinction. 

                    The decision by the U.N. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) does not ban the sea horse trade, but instead forces countries to better monitor and control cross-border business to ensure that it does not pose a risk to their sea  horse populations. 

                    Each country, with help from CITES and other international organizations, must take steps to certify that all sea horse catches and sales are legal. 

                    Seventy-five member nations voted for the measure, proposed by the United States, while 24 opposed it. The U.N. body had no  immediate comment. 

                    During debate, CITES delegates said scientific evidence demonstrated the sea horse trade threatened the future survival of the  species. There is high global demand for the marine animals and the population has started to decline. 

 Sea horses, which range from fingernail-sized to one foot (30 cm) long, are sold mainly as aquarium pets or dried and used in traditional Asian medicine. People have been fascinated by the quirky creatures throughout the ages. 

 HIGH PRICE 

 "They reach values that are much, much higher than the price of silver, approaching the price of gold per kilo," said Amanda C.J. Vincent, a marine scientist and director of Project Seahorse, a backer of the proposal. 

 "The parties must now ensure their trade is not detrimental to wild populations ... This is a very big issue and is going to raise enormous challenges for the parties," Vincent said. 

 About 105 countries have sea horses in their waters and 69 are involved in trade. Asian trade alone in sea horses was about 70 tons in 2000, up from 40 tons five years earlier, according to research led by Vincent. 

 The biggest live sea horse exporters are Indonesia, the Philippines and increasingly Brazil. The United States and Western Europe are top importers of live sea horses for the aquarium industry. 

 The United States says it supports only limiting the commerce in sea horses -- and not banning it outright -- because fishing communities in poor "range states" where the creatures are found often depend on the trade. 

 "Developing countries are range states for these species and it's pretty important to them," John Field, a U.S. delegate to CITES and fishery specialist, told Reuters. 

 Dried sea horses -- used to treat ailments such as asthma and sexual impotence -- are supplied mainly by Thailand, India, the Philippines, Vietnam and Mexico. China and Hong Kong are the biggest markets. 

 "Traditional Chinese medicine industry considers it one of their mainstays, having a role perhaps similar to that of aspirin," Vincent said. 

 Conservationists stressed the need to support the many fishing communities in the developing world, especially in the Philippines, that have grown dependent on the tiny animals for their livelihood as other resources are depleted. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Setback for sharks

               UK scientists are now tagging basking sharks  The UK Government is fighting to get international               agreement to restrict the trade in basking shark products. 

               A committee at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) in Chile has               narrowly voted to keep the basking shark off the so-called Appendix 2  list of animals and plants needing better protection. 

               Being on this list would put  some limits on catches of what is the biggest fish in British waters. 

               Basking sharks are threatened by hunters who can sell  their two-metre-long fins for as much as $15,000 as  trophies in restaurants and the homes of the wealthy, primarily in Asia. 

               A full meeting of the convention will take a final decision at the end of the week. 

               Two votes 

               Although the animal is protected in UK waters, other  parts of the world give it no special status. 

               The UK proposal presented to the Cites meeting in  Santiago received 72 votes in favour and 38 against. There needed to be a two-thirds majority for the motion  to be carried and the UK bid fell by just two votes. 

               Hard lobbying will be required to overturn the committee's decision. 

               Britain's nature protection minister Elliot Morley said: "I  am obviously very, very disappointed with the vote, but, as it was so close, I am looking into the possibility of  raising it again in tomorrow's plenary session. I have  not given up hope yet. 

               "I am also very pleased that we have got so much  support from other countries - we just need that little bit extra to save [the shark] from possible extinction." 

               Much to learn 

               The Cites committee stage has also rejected a similar  proposal to give better protection to the whale shark,  which is the only fish bigger than the basking. 

               This animal is also threatened by hunters. Convention delegates voted 62-34 in favour of a bid put forward by India and the Philippines to tighten trade in the  species, but, again, this result fell short of the               two-thirds majority needed to get it through. Efforts will also be made to overturn the whale shark  decision before the Cites meeting closes. 

               Scientists confess they have much to learn about both the basking and the whale shark. 

               The basking can grow up to 10 metres long, and weighs  between five and seven tonnes. It feeds only on  plankton, which it catches by filtering about 2,000 cubic  metres of water an hour through its gill rakers. 

               Whale sharks are also docile plankton feeders but inhabit warmer waters. They can grow up to 20 metres  in length and can migrate as far as 20,000 km at a  time. 

               UK scientists have started tagging basking sharks to  find out more about these creatures' lives. _________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

November 14, 2002 

After whales and elephants, CITES focuses on smaller species 

       After ruling against re-opening whale hunting and agreeing to a limited ivory sell-off, a United Nations

      summit here on endangered species focused Wednesday on the plight of lesser known species. 

      Members of a key panel at the 12th Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) agreed to give more protection to the yellow-naped parrot, native to Central America,  and the blue-headed macaw, native to Peru, Brazil and Bolivia, as well as some 20 species of turtle, mainly from Asia. 

      The panel also agreed to limit the trade in sea horses, whose numbers have plunged due to an increased      demand for them for medicinal purposes and to embellish household aquariums. In the ocean off India,      Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines sea horse populations dropped 75 percent between 1990 and 1995,      according to a CITES document. 

      The panel also agreed to a request from Nicaragua and Guatemala to regulate the trade of Latin America's      over-exploited Big Leafed Mahogany tree. 

      Ximena Buitron, a spokeswoman for the consevationist group Traffic, said that inspectors will now verify      that the wood -- used in high-end products -- will be legally logged and harvested under national laws. 

      Over the past 10 years, deforestation has reduced the mahagony's area of growth 60 percent in Central      America, and 30 percent in South America, according to CITES figures. 

      However, the organization again refused to place New Zealand geckos, whale sharks, and Sri Lanka's pink      butterflies in the protected category. 

      The whale shark, the world's largest fish, can grow to 20 meters (65 feet) in length and weigh 34 tonnes. It      is found in tropical seas and prized for its meat and dorsal fins. 

      New Zealand geckos are also sold illegally at about 15,000 dollars each, according to reports here. 

      And an Australian request to limit deep-sea cod fishing was turned down, with the panel ruling that cod      fishing will remain under rules set by the Convention for Antarctic Marine Living Resources. 

      Convention committee members on November 8 ruled against a Japanese proposal to re-open hunting of two whale species, and Tuesday authorized Botswana, Namibia and South Africa to sell their accumulated stocks  of ivory, though they maintained a ban on elephant hunting. 

      All the committee decisions must be modified or approved at the group's plenary session on Friday, but      officials said it is unlikely that the recommendations will be changed. 

      The CITES convention was formed in Washington in 1973 to protect more than 3,000 species of fauna and      about 35,000 species of flora, as well as to regulate international trade in live animals and other products,

      such as leather, pelts and stuffed animals. 

      Experts from some 160 countries have been meeting here since November 2. The meeting ends on Friday. 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

November 14, 2002 

US defends support for new ivory sales amid conservationist concern 

The United States on Wednesday defended its decision to support new, limited ivory sales by three Africa      nations in the face of concern from conservationists. 

      The State Department said Washington was convinced that there were enough safeguards in the plan --      adopted on Tuesday in Santiago, Chile by a key panel of the 12th Convention on International Trade in      Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora -- to threaten elephant conservation efforts. 

      "The United States believes that the one-time ivory sales that have been approved include tight controls      and conditions that will serve to ensure that elephant populations are not jeopardized," said Frederick Jones,   a department spokesman. "Our support for this step is consistent with the United States' longstanding role  as a major supporter of African and Asian elephant conservation," he said. 

      A CITES technical committee voted to allow three southern African states -- Botswana, Namibia and South Africa -- to sell off a portion of their existing ivory stocks totalling 60 tonnes. 

      The committee rejected similar applications from Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

      The sales, which may begin in May 2004, were approved despite concerns form some countries, notably      India and Kenya, that any legal ivory trade would result in increased illegal poaching of elephants. 

      The United States voted with the majority on each question and introduced an amendment that eased      concerns about Botswana's proposal, angering conservation groups. 

      "The result of the US's pro-trade amendment proposal, meant that the entire debate surrounding the ivory      trade issue, was suddenly thrown to the far right into a trade talk rather than a debate over the protected      status of the elephant," said the International Fund for Animal Welfare. 

      The World Wildlife Federation said it was "concerned about the flourishing illegal ivory markets that CITES  systems have documented and (would) be closely monitoring Botswana's and Namibia's sale." 

      The WWF said the US position was a reversal of long-standing policy in favor of an ivory trade ban. 

      Jones said Washington's vote was a sign of US confidence in southern African conservation programs. 

      "It recognizes the progress that southern African nations have made in conserving and restoring their      elephant populations while ensuring that this trade will not lead to an increase in poaching of elephants and      illegal ivory trade," he said. 

      Tuesday's CITES committee decision must be confirmed a plenary session on Friday. 

      The CITES convention was approved in Washington in 1973 to protect more than 3,000 species of fauna      and about 35,000 species of flora, as well as to regulate international trade in live animals and other products, such as leather, pelts and stuffed animals. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

KUNA

ANNAN warns against exploitation of environment in times of war because impacts remain after peace

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 5 (KUNA) - In a message marking the first observance, on November 6, of the International day for preventing the exploitation of the environment in war and armed conflict, Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Tuesday urged efforts to limit such exploitation because negative impacts of damage remain even after peace has been restored. 

The General Assembly last November unanimously adopted a resolution, proposed by Kuwait, proclaiming November 6 of each year as the "International day for preventing the exploitation of the environment in war and armed conflict"

The resolution also requested the Secretary-General to ensure the implementation of the resolution and to promote it in the International Community. 

"Every effort must be made to limit the environmental destruction caused by conflict. While environmental damage is a common consequence of war, it should never be a deliberate aim. The international community must unreservedly condemn all deliberate destruction of the environment during conflict," he said in an indirect reference to the torching of Kuwaiti oil wells by Iraqi forces as they withdrew from Kuwait at the beginning of the liberation war in early 1991.

"War not only causes human suffering. It can also be devastating to the environment. Long after peace has been restored, the negative environmental impacts of conflict often remain," Annan said in a message on the occasion.

The UN, he added, is now regularly invited to assess how conflict affects the environment. Such missions have identified a wide range of environmental consequences of war, including pollution from oil and chemical leaks caused by bombing; the unregulated plunder of natural resources by armed forces; the danger to land, livelihoods and lives caused by land mines, unexploded ordnance and other war debris; and the negative impact of mass population movements on water, bio-diversity and other ecosystem services.

He noted that International Conventions govern nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, but new technologies -- such as depleted uranium ammunition -- pose as yet unknown threats to the environment. Damage to the environment in war is also an impediment to the restoration of peace and rebuilding of society.

"The lesson to be drawn is that modern warfare needs environmental rules, just as earlier wars highlighted the need to regulate the impact of war on civilians and prisoners of war," he said.

"But we must also protect the environment in peacetime. Respect for the environment is essential for our common future. It is the duty of every person, every organization and every government to help preserve the Earth’s riches for the generations who will succeed us. That is the only battle we should be fighting," he said.

In a statement issued from its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, on Tuesday, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said though mankind has always counted its war casualties in terms of dead and wounded soldiers and civilians, destroyed cities and livelihoods, the environment has often remained the "unpublicized victim of war."

It said UNEP participated in a number of monitoring and assessment missions and projects in many countries. Some of the environmental consequences it identified, it added, include, among other things the "deliberate acts of environmental sabotage - draining of Mesopotamian wetlands; torching of Kuwaiti oilfields and the widespread use of defoliants.

UNEP Executive Director Kaus Toepger said in the statement "we have the Geneva Conventions, which are aimed at safeguarding the rights of prisoners of war and civilians. But we also need safeguards for the environment during times of war and in the aftermath of conflict."

He said the course for the future must be charted with a deeper respect for the environment. Member states must take stock of the guidelines drawn up to protect all victims of war. "It is vital that maps be prepared and kept to facilitate clean-up activities when former belligerents come to the table to talk peace."

On the occasion, Kuwaiti ambassador Mohammed Abulhasan is scheduled to present to Annan a painting depicting the pollution of the environment in many ways done by the Kuwaiti association of volunteers.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

$100 BioCarbon Fund Aims to Limit Global Warming 
                      WASHINGTON, DC, November 13, 2002 (ENS) - The poorest farmers and rural communities across the developing world will earn income from land  management practices that keep the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere under a new multi-million carbon fund launched by the World Bank. 

                      The US$100 million BioCarbon Fund has been in the works for months, and last week, it was publicly launched at the Katoomba Group Forestry Meeting  in Tokyo, Japan. This working group, named after their first meeting place,  Katoomba, Australia, focuses on innovative approaches to conserving the                      world's forests using market based mechanisms. 

                      The BioCarbon Fund is a public/private partnership that will finance the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions through improved land management  practices. As added benefits soil fertility and crop yield may increase,  non-timber forest products can add to local livelihoods, and biodiversity is  maintained. 

                      Worker extracts resin from a  pine tree in a Honduran  agroforestry cooperative.  (Photo by G. Bizzarri courtesy FAO)

                      "The BioCarbon Fund is an innovative example of  making markets for global public goods,"

                      said Ian Johnson, World  Bank vice president for  sustainable development. 

                      "The Biocarbon Fund  puts it all together by  meeting the triple goal of reducing greenhouse gases in the atmosphere while  reversing land degradation, conserving biodiversity, and improving  the                     livelihoods of local communities in poor countries," he said. 

                      The fund bases its activities on the fact that each year 20 times more carbon dioxide is exchanged between the atmosphere and the Earth's plants and soils  than is released from the burning of fossil fuels. 

                      About a fifth of the buildup of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is derived from land clearing and other land management practices, climate scientists estimate. 

                      Sequestering or conserving carbon dioxide with such projects as planting legume trees across whole Kenyan landscapes, or planting indigenous tree  species as forest buffers in Ugandan national parks, is the backbone of the  BioCarbon Fund. 

                      The threat climate change poses to long term development and the ability of  the poor to escape from poverty is of particular concern to the World Bank. 

                      World Bank Group President James Wolfensohn said, "Continued global  warming is in nobody's interest, but the simple facts of the matter are that developing countries will suffer the most damage, and their poor will be at an even greater disadvantage. I see the Bank's role in climate change as  providing every opportunity to developing countries to benefit from the huge  investment the OECD countries and companies must make in reducing climate  change." 

                                                          Opening of new agricultural land by use of fire in Mauradua, Central Sumatra,  Indonesia, 1971. Land will be abandoned and left open to  erosion when depleted. This  type of land may be  rehabilitated to sequester carbon. (Photo by H. Null courtesy FAO)

                                                          The BioCarbon Fund  will focus on projects  that would not happen                                                      without the incentive  provided by carbon finance. A recent World Bank study found that only 13                percent of all direct private sector carbon emission reduction dollars go to the  developing world, a situation the fund's participants hope to change. 

                      Daniel Murdiyarso, a professor at Bogor Agricultural University in Indonesia,  and a member of the BioCarbon Fund's Technical Advisory Committee, said, "The BioCarbon fund will make large parts of the developing world attractive  for carbon investors, especially those countries with effective regulatory and                      institutional frameworks." 

                      Fourteen companies and governments have indicated their interest by signing  a Memorandum of Understanding with the BioCarbon Fund. 

                      The signatories range from power utilities to insurance companies, and  include Caisse des Depots et Consignations and Eco-Carbone of France and Japanese utilities Chugoku, Shikoku, Okinawa, and Tokyo Electric; as well as  the Mitsui company. Marsh Specialty Operations, the Rabobank of the Netherlands, Suncor Energy of Canada, St Microelectronics, the global  reinsurer Swiss Re, and Sustainable Forest Management have also signed the agreement. 

                      These potential participants are interested in obtaining emission reductions,  or carbon credits to meet regulatory requirements or voluntary commitments  to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. They may also wish to contribute to  sustainable development and biodiversity conservation. 

                      The Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change  commits 37 industrialized countries to reduce their overall emissions of carbon dioxide and five other greenhouse gases during the period 2008 to 2012. Other countries have undertaken, or are considering, voluntary commitments to cut  their emissions. 

                      Xinglongzhao Forest Farm,   Inner Mongolia. The  surrounding areas were  reafforested in 1976. (Photo by  J.Y. Piel courtesy FAO)

                      "From the perspective of  a development bank, carbon sequestration offers the greatest                   convergence between the carbon emission  reduction market and  sustainable development," said Ken Newcombe, the World Bank's senior manager for  carbon finance. 

                      "Take the tantalizing image of private sector dollars flowing into such projects  in the rural areas of the poorest countries. For example, in the Africa context we've already got a potential flow of projects even before we're out of the  starting blocks." 

                      The BioCarbon Fund will complement the two other World Bank managed carbon funds - the flagship Prototype Carbon Fund (PCF), and the Community  Development Carbon Fund (CDCF) launched in September at the World  Summit on Sustainable Development. 

                      The BioCarbon Fund will be a prototype fund, designed to learn from the  experience of doing real projects. It will focus on activities to retain or increase  the amount of carbon in vegetation or soils, while the Prototype Carbon Fund covers energy related projects. 

                      "The BioCarbon Fund is unique in that it will have two windows for projects," said Newcombe. "One class of projects will be Kyoto compliant. But the second window will explore options that take us beyond the Kyoto  negotiations and seek to extend the benefits that can flow from carbon  finance." 

                                            Soil erosion in Kavre district of Nepal due to intense cattle grazing. (Photo by G. Bizzari courtesy FAO)

                                            The Kyoto compliant window will provide  emission reductions potentially eligible for credit under the Kyoto Protocol. These are limited to afforestation and reforestation activities in the first commitment period 2008  through 2012. 

                                            These may be small-scale reforestation  projects to restore landscape stability by                                          reducing erosion and providing windbreaks, or agroforestry projects such as shade  coffee, intercropping of trees with other crops, and the establishment of trees to help restore grazing lands. 

                      The second window will explore options for carbon credits that, while meeting  the triple goals of the BioCarbon Fund, achieve them by activities other than afforestation and reforestation. These projects produce emission reductions  that may be creditable under emerging carbon management programs. 

                      These may include restoration of degraded forests in developing countries by improved forest management and replanting or rehabilitation of dryland grazing lands by establishing shrubs and improving soil carbon. 

                      Gatherings of The Katoomba Group are sponsored by Forest Trends, a Washington, DC based non-profit organization created in 1999 by representatives of conservation organizations, forest product firms, research groups, multilateral development banks, private investment funds and foundations. 

                      For more information about Forest Trends, please see http://www.forest-trends.org The Katoomba Group is online at:  http://www.katoombagroup.com/

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Florida Corals Designated as Sensitive Sea Area 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, November 13, 2002 (ENS) - The U.S. is designating new  protections for more than 3,000 square nautical miles around the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary to help safeguard the region's sensitive and  vulnerable coral reefs. The measure, the first in U.S. waters and only the fifth                      worldwide, is intended to reduce the threat of large foreign flagged ships damaging coral reefs, sea grass meadows and mangrove forests in the area. 

                      Deputy Secretary of Commerce Sam Bodman joined with shipping industry  representatives today to announce that the department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has taken steps through the  International Maritime Organization to create the first U.S. zone to protect coral from anchors, groundings and collisions from large international ships.  The zone, known as the Florida Keys' Particularly Sensitive Sea Area, covers   more than 3,000 square nautical miles. 

                      There are more than 6,000 species of  plants and animals in the waters of the Florida Keys, and many of these can be found on the coral reefs of the Florida Keys National Marine  Sanctuary. (Photo by Mike White. All  photos courtesy Florida Keys National  Marine Sanctuary)

                      Starting December 1, ships  greater than 50 meters (164  feet) in length that cross the zone will be required to avoid  certain areas within the zone altogether and abide by three no anchoring areas within the zone. All nautical charts produced worldwide will now show the  Florida Particularly Sensitive Sea Area and show these protective measures. 

                      More than 40 percent of the world's commerce passes through the Florida  Straits each year. Ten large ship groundings have occurred in the zone since 1984, and coral damage by rogue anchoring by large ships or freighters has  occurred 17 times since 1997. 

                      "This rare international form of protection now awarded to fragile Florida Keys coral reefs is an example of how federal resource managers can work closely with industry to protect vulnerable natural resources while  simultaneously supporting shipping and economic growth," said deputy  secretary of Commerce Samuel Bodman at a news conference held today in  Washington, DC. 

                                                      Scars from boat propellers traveling   through sea grass beds can take up                                                to a decade to recover. (Photo by  Harold Hudson)

                                                      "Both ship trade and the  tourism tied to the Keys coral  reefs have vital economic    significance to the state and  region," added Bodman. "This  protective status makes the                                                    international shipping  community aware of the coral reefs and increases compliance with domestic             measures already in place to protect the area, while not hindering trade and  commerce." 

                      NOAA and the U.S. delegation worked on behalf of the state of Florida to  submit a proposal to the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to  designate the marine area that stretches from Biscayne National Park to the Tortugas and encompasses all of NOAA's Florida Keys National Marine  Sanctuary. The IMO is a United Nations agency responsible for issues  relating to international shipping. 

                      The waters around the Florida Keys and the Tortugas are some of the most  heavily trafficked shipping areas in the world. Over the years, ships have caused damage to the coral reef ecosystem through anchoring, groundings, collisions and accidental or operational discharges of harmful substances. 

                      The Florida Straits, an area where the Gulf Stream closely hugs the south  Florida coast, has been a popular shipping lane for centuries. The outline of the merchant marine freighter Benwood, which sunk off the   coast of Key Largo during World War  II, is still visible beneath the waves. (Photo by Laura Urian)

                      To gain approval for a  protected sea area, a nation   must identify maritime interest compliance measures with which the IMO can direct ships to comply. For the  Florida Keys' Particularly Sensitive Sea Area these measures include four  "areas to be avoided" that prevent large ships from traveling too close to the                      coral reef. 

                      The northernmost area to be avoided was included in response to comments by mariners operating in the area because of the risk of collisions that could  result in devastating pollution to the reefs. 

                      The three mandatory no anchoring areas will help protect fragile reefs in the Tortugas against the damage that can be caused by the dragging and swinging of large anchors. But the measure takes into account the interests of shipping and commerce by continuing to allow ships to navigate through this area. 

                                                      Florida's coral reefs provide homes  for tiny animals like these banded                                                      coral shrimp. (Photo by Joseph  Feingold)

                                                      "It is imperative that the  maritime industry support environmental protection                                                      initiatives that maintain the ability to continue efficient, effective and environmentally responsible marine                 transportation," said Joe Cox, president of the Chamber of Shipping of America, which represents 21 U.S. based shipping companies. "The free flow of commerce and protection of our marine environment demand nothing less."

                      U.S. shipping interests, which have been complying with similar domestic  protective policy for years now, supported NOAA in its application for official  status of the protective zone, as did the government of Florida. 

                      "The state of Florida recognizes the importance of the Florida Keys National  Marine Sanctuary and the protections that already exist on a national scale,"  said Florida Governor Jeb Bush. "This is yet another step to ensure that our  international shipping community is aware of the protections we have put in                    place for this unique ecosystem. Florida has an important natural resource that must be protected." 

                      NOAA and the state of Florida manage the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary through a co-trustee agreement. The congressionally designated  sanctuary was signed into law on November 16, 1990 by President George  H.W. Bush, protecting 2,896 square nautical miles stretching from Biscayne  Bay to the Tortugas, and encompassing some of this nation's most diverse and fragile marine resources. 

                      Coral also shelters predators like this goldentail moray eel. (Photo by Steve  Kipnis)

                      While protections for the sanctuary were already in place domestically, their adoption by                      the IMO means these areas will  appear on international charts, increasing mariner awareness  and compliance. For instance, although the no anchoring  zones protecting the deep reefs of the Tortugas have been in                     place since 1997 and appear on NOAA nautical charts, many foreign flagged vessels travel the area and carry non-NOAA charts that do not identify this zone. 

                      While anchoring incidents have declined since 1997, NOAA continues to document violations by foreign vessels. 

                      The Florida Keys' Particularly Sensitive Sea Area joins four similarly protected areas around the globe, including the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the  Sabana-Camaguey Archipelago in Cuba, Malpelo Island in Colombia, and the  Wadden Sea, proposed by Denmark, the Netherlands and Germany.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

El Nino Affects Climate on a 2,000 Year Cycle

 Wed Nov 13

 LONDON (Reuters) - El Nino, the weather phenomenon blamed for causing devastating droughts, storms and floods around the  globe, works on a 2,000-year cycle, scientists said on Wednesday. 

  The frequency of El Nino events peaked about 1,200 years ago during the Middle Ages and will probably reach another high in the early part of the 22nd century. 

 "El Nino operates within its own kind of 2,000-year rhythm, and because of that, we believe these periodic changes have had a major impact on global climate conditions over the past 10,000 years," Christopher Moy of Stanford University in California said. 

 El Nino is an abnormal warming of waters in the Pacific that distorts wind and rainfall patterns around the world. It has been linked to heavy rainfall in northern Peru and southern Ecuador and heat waves in the northeastern United States. 

 While studying at Syracuse University in New York, Moy and his colleagues discovered the first continuous records of weather events caused by El Nino going back thousands of years. 

 By studying sediment from Lake Pallcacocha in southern Ecuador, the scientists were able to track dramatic changes in weather systems across North and South America. 

 "About every 2,000 years, we see a lot of El Nino activity," said Moy, who reported his finding in the science journal Nature. 

 "El Nino is an important part of our modern-day climate system. Likewise, our study shows it was also an important part of the earth's climate system 7,000 years ago," he added. 

 The scientists hope that by studying earlier El Nino cycles they can improve understanding of future climate changes. 

 Weather experts predict the current mild El Nino, which scientists have blamed for extending the dry season in parts of Asia, may strengthen this winter, increasing storms in the southern United States and causing drier conditions in the Midwest. 

 But the experts at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in the United States said it will be weaker than the 1997-1998 El Nino that claimed thousands of lives and caused billions of dollars of damage worldwide. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

____ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)_ - NEWS UPDATE

November 14, 2002

CITES permits three African nations to sell ivory stockpiles 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Botswana, Namibia and South Africa sighed relief after the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) granted them permission to (COP 12) in Santiago, Chile for these countries to sell their stockpiles of ivory in spite of the existing ivory sale ban imposed by Cites. South Africa would now sell its ivory stockpile at the Kruger National Park. The sales will enable the South African National Parks to build a predator sensing system, maintain anti-poaching operations, and translocate wildlife as part of the trans-frontier conservation programme. "This constitutes an enormous victory for South Africa's sustainable use policies in the international arena. South Africa constantly argued that a sensible and scientific approach needed to be taken in the management of wildlife," said South Africa's minister of environmental and tourism, Mohammed Valli Moosa.

In the face of many published reports of poaching in Africa and Asia, and ivory smuggling worldwide, the three countries will be permitted to sell 10,000 pounds, 15,000 pounds, and 5,000 pounds of ivory, respectively.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027301&dte=13/11/2002
Kenya Loses Out As Ivory Ban Eased

The Nation (Nairobi): Kenya's efforts to maintain a total ban on selling ivory have been undercut by a UN conference. It has conditionally decided to allow one-off sales of 60 tonnes of the African elephant tusks. The conference gave tentative approval to limited resumption of the ivory trade one day after the US said it would support one-off sales if strict enforcement of elephant conservation rules can be guaranteed. A Kenyan delegate, Ms Paula Kahumbu, said approval of limited sales would be tremendously detrimental to African elephants and those countries where the animals live. Kenya had argued that elephants in the wild are far more valuable than are the tusks of culled elephants. Kenya earns more than $1 billion a year in game-park tourism. In Nairobi, the Kenya Wildlife Service said it will boost security in all national parks following the Cites decision. "The lifting of the ban does not look good for us, poaching will increase in the elephant range states and we must prepare for any eventualities, " said the organisation's information officer Karen Ndiema. But a Kenyan spokesman for the Sustainable Development Network said the decision is "a step in the right direction."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211130319.html
Cape Verde gets 8.7 million-Euro German grant for water project 

Praia, Cape Verde (PANA) - The German Bank for Reconstruction (KFW) has granted Cape Verde 8.69 million Euro to finance a water project in parts of the country, the Cape Verdean news agency (INFOPRESS) reported Wednesday. Head of the KFW delegation to Cape Verde, Cristoph Kesseler, is expected to sign the grant agreement with representatives of the Cape Verdean government and the Aguabrava Company, in charge of water management in the beneficiary municipalities of Fogo and Brava. The project is expected to start in January 2003.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027373&dte=13/11/2002
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 14 November 2002


Topical News Issues
Singapore, Indonesia agree on urgent need to ratify ASEAN haze agreement
Singapore and Indonesia on Tuesday agreed on the urgent need for ASEAN to ratify an agreement on haze pollution.
http://sg.news.yahoo.com/021113/5/singapore24399.html 
 
Eco-environment Protection Stressed in Development of Western Regions: Officials 
Priority has been given to protecting and improving the ecological environment in the implementation of China's strategy of developing its vast western hinterland, officials from the central government and western regions said Tuesday.
…"By the end of September this year, a total of 44.18 million mu (2.95 million hectares) of farmland had been converted to forest land and 44.03 million mu (2.94 million hectares) of wasteland and barren mountain slopes had been planted with trees," said Li.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200211/13/eng20021113_106722.shtml 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –  21 October 2002

www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-BRITAIN:
Action Plans to Follow WSSD 

LONDON, Oct 21 (IPS) - Britain will launch a series of action plans this week to implement agreements made at the World Summit on Sustainable Development last month in Johannesburg. 

The plans are expected to be agreed at a two-day conference, Environment UK 2002, organised by the Environment Agency at Stoneleigh Park in Warwickshire in the Midlands region Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The Environment Agency is an independent body set up by the British government in 1996 for protection of the environment and to promote sustainable development. 

”We want to build up alliances that will deliver,” Sir John Harman, chairman of the Environmental Agency told media representatives Monday. More than 400 delegates will work out partnerships and plans for action in four areas: waste, agriculture, climate change and health. 

”Actions will arise from the meetings,” Sir John said. ”Certainly, we will end up with more clarity on where our priorities lie.” The meeting will work out ”where the world has got to post Johannesburg and how we can interpret that for the UK,” he said..

www.tierramerica.net
Green Companies Honored 
Businesses that care about nature and that apply creative production techniques were awarded the Environmental Innovation Prize, the first time this honor has been bestowed in Central America.
SAN JOSE - Seven small, medium and large companies in Central America that take care of nature and apply creative sustainable development techniques were honored recently in the Costa Rican capital by the Central American Commission on Environment and Development (CCAD). 

A Nicaraguan firm that produces liquor, a Panamanian company specializing in dairy products, a coffee processing plant in Costa Rica and a Honduran tourist resort were among the award recipients. A special mention was also granted to a small hotel in the mountains that operates using criteria that are biodiversity friendly. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council and Iraq

           Some of you may have already heard that the Security Council President, Ambassador Zhang Yishan of

     China, told reporters a short while ago that he had spoken to the Iraqi Ambassador to the United Nations, Mohammad

     Al-Douri.

           According to Ambassador Zhang, the Iraqi ambassador said that Iraq has decided to accept Security Council

     resolution 1441 and it welcomes inspectors to go back to Iraq.

           The Chinese ambassador said he informed the other members of the Council, who welcomed the “correct”

     decision.  He added that the Council members would like to see that resolution 1441 be implemented fully and

     effectively.

           He said the Council was now waiting for the Iraqi letter to the Secretary-General.  In response to a question, he

     said only after reading the letter could the Security Council have a full picture of the response from the Government.

           **Security Council and Democratic Republic of Congo

           The Security Council is holding consultations today on the most recent report on illegal exploitation of natural

     resources and other forms of wealth in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           The Security Council Sanctions Committee on Sierra Leone has scheduled a meeting for 3 p.m. today.

           **Secretary-General in Maryland

           The Secretary-General is at the University of Maryland right now, where he is shortly to deliver the Anwar

     Sadat Memorial Lecture, and is expected to say that the courage, vision and leadership that Sadat showed are badly

     needed, but sadly lacking, in the Middle East today.  He is also to emphasize that the main lines of a lasting peace in

     the Middle East are clear, but hope and trust must be restored among the Israelis and Palestinians.

           We have embargoed copies of his lecture upstairs.  (See also Press Release SG/SM/8491.)

           While at the University, the Secretary-General is also to receive an honorary doctorate degree.

           **Secretary-General in Washington

           The Secretary-General will then head back to Washington, where he is scheduled this afternoon to meet for

     about half an hour with President George W. Bush at the White House, before he returns to New York –- where he is

     expected to conduct some work at Headquarters in the late afternoon.

           Yesterday afternoon, upon his arrival in Washington, the Secretary-General met with United States Secretary

     of State Colin Powell -- first on a one-on-one basis for 15 minutes, and then with delegations.

           Afterwards, the two men addressed the press.  Asked whether Iraq is getting imports that it shouldn’t, due to

     loopholes in the “oil-for-food” programme, the Secretary-General replied, “It is not excluded that there may be items

     which are of civilian use but may have other uses that may get through, but we try to ensure that any items that could

     be put to military use and are of military importance are kept out of the list.”

           We have copies of the transcript of that briefing upstairs.

           **International Visionaries Award

           The Secretary-General had travelled to Washington to accept the International Visionaries Award offered by the

     United Nations Association of the United States (UNA-USA) and the Business Council for the United Nations, which

     he received at a dinner last night.

           He was introduced by Secretary of State Powell, who said of the Secretary-General, “He works with the high

     and mighty but never forgets the least of God’s children.”

           In accepting the Award, the Secretary-General said the world has rarely needed the United Nations as much

     as it does today.  He welcomed the unanimous Security Council resolution for the return of the UN weapons

     inspectors to Iraq, but he added that the broader effort against terrorism was just as important a cause.

           He added, “Just as terrorism must never be excused, so must genuine grievances never be ignored. 

     Otherwise, we risk losing that most central of wars –- the war for the hearts and minds of mankind.”

           We put out copies of his remarks yesterday (see Press Release SG/SM/8488), and we also have upstairs a

     revised provisional programme for the trip to Europe that the Secretary-General will begin tomorrow, when he leaves for

     Geneva where on Friday he will meet with the Presidents of Nigeria and Cameroon.

           **Statement on Trade

           Following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General (issued as Press Release

     SG/SM/8489):

           "The Secretary-General believes that trade can make an important contribution to development.  He is,

     therefore, concerned about the continuing difficulties faced by developing countries in competing in world markets.

           "At their meeting in Doha last year, World Trade Organization (WTO) ministers acknowledged that trading

     rules regulating intellectual property must not act as a barrier to the promotion and protection of public health. 

     Accordingly, they instructed the WTO Council for TRIPs (Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) to find,

     before the end of 2002, a solution that gives developing countries with insufficient or no manufacturing capacities in the

     pharmaceutical sector real flexibility to confront their public health problems. 

           "That deadline is imminent.  The Secretary-General strongly urges the Trade Ministers meeting in Sydney to

     propose, without delay, a long-term solution that will deliver affordable medicines and vaccinations to the millions of

     people suffering from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other deadly diseases.  He regards this as both a moral

     imperative and an economic and social necessity."

           **Sierra Leone

           The Secretary-General gave a message (delivered by the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping

     Operations, Hedi Annabi) to the meeting of the Sierra Leone Consultative Group in Paris today.

           He says that, at this critical juncture, Sierra Leone needs the continued support of the international community

     to consolidate the peace and stability that have prevailed since the end of the long conflict and the holding of national

     elections earlier this year.

           He also briefed on the Security Council’s approval of his proposal for a gradual downsizing of the United

     Nations mission over a period of two years,  until 2004, and flagged what he described as a vital area:  the reintegration

     of ex-combatants.

           We have copies of this message upstairs (see Press Release SG/SM/8490).

           **Rwandan Combatants Repatriated

           At the weekly press briefing in Kinshasa, the spokesman for the United Nations mission in the Democratic

     Republic of the Congo announced that today a further 120 former Rwandan combatants were to be voluntarily

     repatriated to their home country from Kamina in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           For more information, you can pick up the Kinshasa briefing notes upstairs.

           **Timor-Leste

           The United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) today held a memorial service in Timor-Leste

     for two UN peacekeepers believed to have been killed in last month’s bomb explosion at a Bali nightclub.

           Sergeant Marco Antônio Farias of Brazil and Private Diogo Miguel Dantas Ribeirinho of Portugal have been

     missing since the terrorist incident occurred on 12 October, while they were on holiday from the Mission.

           In a ceremony at Dili’s Motael Church, the two soldiers were praised by their colleagues as loyal and

     dedicated soldiers, and thoughtful and helpful friends.

           **Philippines

           Francis Deng, the Secretary-General’s Representative on Internally Displaced Persons, today concluded his

     weeklong visit to the Philippines, during which he visited the island of Mindanao, where displacement has been largely

     concentrated. He underscored that the root causes of the displacement in Mindanao are inherently linked to the status

     of development and governance in the region, but also drew attention to the need to move the peace process forward.

           Mr. Deng issued a statement upon the conclusion of his visit, which is available upstairs.

           **Colombia

           In Milan, Italy, today, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, highlighted the

     worsening situation of displaced people in Colombia and Colombian refugees in other countries.  More than 200,000

     people have fled their homes this year alone and there are some 2 million people displaced by decades of conflict.

           Mr. Lubbers announced the agency would need over $10 million to finance its operations in South America,

     with $5.6 million being earmarked for Colombia.

           **Other Press Releases

           We have one more press release to highlight for you today.  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

     Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today launched the 2002 Education for All Global Monitoring Report.  The report says

     that although 83 countries are set to achieve the targets of Education for All by 2015 set in Dakar, Senegal, in April

     2000, more than 70 countries will not reach the target and some are even moving backwards.

           There will be a briefing on the outcome of the latest conference of the parties and the state of the ratification of

     the Kyoto Protocol by Joke Waller-Hunter, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on

     Climate Change, today at 2 p.m. at the 9th floor boardroom (room S-941) in this Building.

           World Chronicle programme number 874 with Karl Sauvant, Director of the Division on Investment, UNCTAD,

     will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 and 31.

           That's all I have for you, any questions?

           **Question and Answer

           Question:  When are you going to release the letter of the Foreign Minister of Iraq to the Secretary-General?

           Spokesman:  Just before I came down, I was told that the letter has already been transmitted to the Security

     Council.  Once it's in the Security Council, we'll have copies available upstairs in the office for you.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           President Kavan this morning chairs open-ended informal discussions of the plenary on revitalization of the

     General Assembly, and this afternoon he will chair the plenary which will resume debate on Follow-up to the outcome

     of the twenty-sixth special session:  Implementation of the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, with 17 speakers

     inscribed.

           The Second Committee starts a general discussion on Environment and sustainable development: 

     Implementation of Agenda 21.

           And this afternoon, the Committee holds a panel discussion on the theme, “Integrated follow-up of conferences

     -– Millennium Summit, Doha, Monterrey, Johannesburg and the Millennium Development Goals”.  The panel will be

     chaired by the chairman of the Second Committee, Marco Antonio Suazo, and will include on the panel Eveline

     Herfkens, the Secretary-General’s Executive Coordinator of the Millennium Development Goals Campaign.

           The Third Committee continues discussion on the report of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

           Tomorrow, the General Assembly plenary discusses the situation in Central America, the role of the United

     Nations in promoting a new global human order, and the South American zone of peace and cooperation.

           The General Assembly will also hold its fourth open-ended informal consultation, chaired by the President, on

     strengthening the United Nations system.

           Now I would like to brief you about the open-ended panel of the General Assembly on ‘Afghanistan:  one year

     later” to be held next Monday, 18 November, in the Trusteeship Council Chamber.  As you probably know, the General

     Assembly took a decision last Monday on a draft resolution submitted by President Kavan after extensive consultation

     with Member States to hold the panel, which will consist of two consecutive sessions next Monday morning.

           In his remarks after adoption of the resolution, President Kavan said he strongly believed that the panel

     discussion could enrich this year’s activities commemorating the first anniversary of the Bonn Conference and could

     lead the United Nations to specific conclusions from post-conflict reconstruction in Afghanistan, thereby providing new

     recommendations for future UN activities in this domain.

           After his extensive consultations with Member countries, he found that the majority of countries considered it

     very important that this panel should attempt to find out what were the lessons learned by the United Nations in

     Afghanistan.  The panel will give Member States the opportunity to discuss the consequences of the decisions

     adopted by the UN and to find out if these decisions were implemented properly; and also to specify what results

     these decisions helped the UN to achieve, and to decide if and how we need to modify our humanitarian activities and

     economic assistance in Afghanistan.  He also feels that we'll clarify what needs to be done so that the UN can achieve

     its goals in Afghanistan sooner and more effectively.

           The panellists for the first political session next Monday will be:  Jean Arnaud, Amin Farhang, Barnett Rubin

     and Ahmed Rashid.

           And for the economic session, the second session, the panellists for the second session on economic issues

     will be:  Eric Morris, Julia Taft, Mukesh Kapila and Bernard Frahi.

           I will make the list of panellists and topics available in the Spokesman’s Office after the briefing this morning.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

______________________________________________________________________________________
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Iraq, in letter to UN, accepts new Security Council resolution on weapons inspections 

*
Annan takes Baghdad’s letter as Iraqi acceptance

*
Middle East needs ‘true leadership’ like that shown by Anwar Sadat, Annan says

*
Annan urges trade ministers to foster access to AIDS drugs in developing countries

*
Gains in Sierra Leone at risk unless Government asserts security role, Annan warns

*
Timor-Leste: UN mission remembers 2 peacekeepers killed in Bali blast

*
UN expert calls for more action to protect displaced people in the Philippines

*
Colombia: UN refugee agency chief concerned at worsening humanitarian situation

*
UN mission in DR of Congo returns 120 more Rwandan ex-combatants 

*
Key education goals elusive in more than 70 countries, UN agency reports

* * * *

Iraq

13 November – In a letter to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Iraq today indicated its willingness to accept the return of weapons inspectors to the country under the terms of a new Security Council resolution – a move immediately welcomed by the President of the 15-member body.


The Council President received copies of the letter through Mr. Annan, according to a UN spokesman.

Baghdad will accept Security Council resolution 1441 “despite its bad contents,” said Iraqi Ambassador Mohammad Al-Douri, quoting from the letter.

“We are prepared to receive the inspectors within the assigned timetable,” he told reporters in New York. “We are eager to see them perform their duties in accordance with international law as soon as possible.”

Iraq has nothing to fear from the arms inspectors because the country “has not and will not have” any weapons of mass destruction, the Ambassador said.

“We are always opting for the path of peace,” he added. “We choose always the peaceful ways and means, and this is part of our policy, that is to protect our country, to protect our nation, to protect the region also from the threat of war, which is real.”

The Council President, Ambassador Zhang Yishan of China, said he had been contacted by Mr. Al-Douri with the news.

“I informed the other members of the Security Council of the message coming from the Ambassador of Iraq,” Ambassador Zhang said, adding that they welcomed the “correct” decision by the Iraqi Government and that they would like to see that resolution 1441 be implemented “fully and very effectively.”

* * * 

Iraq: Secretary-General

13 November – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today confirmed receipt of a letter from Baghdad accepting new United Nations weapons inspections in Iraq.

Speaking at a press conference with US President George W. Bush in Washington, D.C., Mr. Annan thanked the US leader for working through the UN Security Council on the Iraq issue.

“The Council decision, which was unanimous, sent a powerful message that the entire international community would like to see the Security Council resolution implemented,” he said.


The Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, will be in Iraq on Monday with his team, and they will “actively begin their work,” the Secretary-General added.


Noting that the resolution was adopted under Chapter VII of the UN Charter – which allows for enforcement – Mr. Annan said the text “must be implemented.”

The Secretary-General also said he shared President Bush’s view that “every region, and people of every State, have also been victims of terrorism – this is a scourge that affects all of us, regardless of region or religion, and we need to stand together to defeat terrorism.”


The UN’s work, and effective implementation of its resolution 1373 – the landmark text adopted following the 11 September 2001 attacks on the US – is “absolutely crucial” in this fight, the Secretary-General said. “We need to work to deprive terrorists of their opportunities, by not giving them haven, by not giving them financial and logistical support, and I think the Counter-Terrorism Committee of the Security Council is doing a good job in trying to make sure we all work together on that.” 

The press conference preceded a half-hour meeting between the two leaders at the White House. 


In remarks to reporters after the meeting, Mr. Annan stressed that beyond accepting the resolution, Iraq must implement it. “It’s their performance on the ground” that counts, he said, urging Baghdad to cooperate with the inspectors. “That is the real test we are all waiting for.” 

Speaking to the press after arriving back in New York this evening, the Secretary-General again stressed that it is too soon to anticipate how events will unfold. “I don’t want to make any predictions at this stage, but what is important is that they have said yes, and the inspectors will be on their way,” he said.

Earlier today, the Secretary-General was at the University of Maryland, where he received an honorary doctorate and also delivered the Anwar Sadat Memorial Lecture.

Yesterday afternoon, after arriving in Washington, D.C., the Secretary-General discussed Iraq and other topics during a meeting with US Secretary of State Colin Powell, according to a UN spokesman.

The talks also touched on political and humanitarian aspects of the Israeli-Palestinian issue, Cyprus, Côte d’Ivoire, Nigeria-Cameroon territorial issues, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, Sudan, Afghanistan, and US-UN issues, such as funding for the UN Population Fund and the Capital Master Plan which aims to refurbish UN premises, the spokesman reported. Mr. Annan also thanked Mr. Powell for US efforts to pay its arrears to the United Nations.

At a joint press conference after their meeting, the Secretary-General was asked whether Iraq is getting imports that it should not because of loopholes in the UN “oil-for-food” programme. “It is not excluded that there may be items which are for civilian use but may have other uses that may get through, but we try to ensure that any items that could be put to military use and are of military importance are kept out,” he replied.

* * *

Secretary-General

13 November – With Israelis and Palestinians locked in bitter conflict, United Nations Secretary-General today said the Middle East needs leaders of the calibre of the late Egyptian President Anwar Sadat.

Speaking on the campus of the University of Maryland, United States, the Secretary-General recalled that President Sadat showed “courage, decisiveness and extraordinary political insight” when he visited Jerusalem and spoke at the Israeli Knesset. “His visit represented an extraordinary leap of faith and imagination,” Mr. Annan said. “He understood that the Arabs could not recover the land that Israel had occupied unless, in return, they offered full and genuine peace.

“And he had the intelligence and imagination to make a gesture that sparked a response in the hearts of the Israeli people,” he said, referring to President Sadat’s offer of what is now termed “land for peace,” the cornerstone concept to a peaceful settlement in the Middle East.

The Secretary-General emphasized that hope and trust must be restored among the Israelis and Palestinians and that the international community, as embodied by the diplomatic Quartet – the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – was seeking to do just that by helping to provide a road map towards a peaceful two-State solution within three years.

“We in the Quartet fully realize that the credibility of this road map will depend on performance. But performance in turn depends on hope,” Mr. Annan said in delivering the Anwar Sadat Memorial Lecture to the university audience.

“Without a clear promise of the end result, and visible political progress towards it, neither side is likely to summon the will to take the risks that each must take, right from the start, to improve the security and living conditions of the other,” he noted. “That is why we say that the process must be ‘hope-driven,’ as well as performance-driven.”
Hailing the Egyptian President for his “act of breathtakingly radical daring,” the Secretary-General said what is needed on both the Israeli and Palestinian sides is “true leadership, such as Anwar Sadat provided in his time.”


“Let us pray that they find it before it is too late,” Mr. Annan said.

* * *
Trade talks


13 November – As trade officials prepare to gather for talks in Australia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today issued a strong appeal for better access to AIDS drugs and other essential medicines in developing countries.

In a statement released by his spokesman ahead of the two-day informal Trade Ministers’ Meeting, which opens tomorrow in Sydney, Mr. Annan voiced concern about the continuing difficulties faced by developing countries trying to compete in world markets.

He recalled that last year, World Trade Organization (WTO) ministers acknowledged that trading rules regulating intellectual property must not act as a barrier to the promotion and protection of public health.

The ministers, meeting in Doha, had instructed the WTO Council for Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) to find a solution before the end of the year that gives developing countries with insufficient or no manufacturing capacities in the pharmaceutical sector real flexibility to confront their public health problems.

“That deadline is imminent,” Mr. Annan said, strongly urging the Sydney meeting “to propose, without delay, a long-term solution that will deliver affordable medicines and vaccines to the millions of people suffering from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other deadly diseases.”

This goal, he added, is “both a moral imperative and an economic and social necessity.”

* * *

Sierra Leone

13 November – The Secretary General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, today warned that stability in Sierra Leone would remain vulnerable unless the Government extends its authority throughout the country, restores control over national resources, and begins to assume responsibility for security.

“The people of Sierra Leone and the international community have accomplished a great deal together in helping the country to recover from a long and devastating conflict,” Mr. Annan said in a message to the Consultative Group Meeting for Sierra Leone in Paris, delivered on his behalf by UN Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hedi Annabi. “But the newly laid foundations for peace and development will remain fragile unless potential sources of renewed instability are addressed.”

The recently approved proposal for a gradual downsizing of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) over the next two years has given the country and its international partners a “window of opportunity” to tackle critical issues of post-conflict peace building, the Secretary-General noted. The move will also enable the country to lay the foundations for sustainable development while the security umbrella provided by the UN peacekeepers is still present.

“The gradual draw down of UNAMSIL will be carefully synchronized with efforts to build up the capacity of Sierra Leone’s security sector,” he stressed.

The Secretary-General also acknowledged that with the assistance of the United Kingdom, remarkable progress had been made in training and restructuring the army, as the rehabilitation of the penal system and judiciary was continuing. “Additional assistance is now needed so that the national police force has the training, infrastructure, vehicles and communications equipment it needs to take on primary responsibility for internal security as UNAMSIL departs,” said Mr. Annan.

Meanwhile, 32,000 ex-combatants have been reabsorbed into society, and another 24,000 were awaiting reintegration opportunities, the Secretary-General said. “Despite generous contributions, the Multi-Donor Trust Fund for this process faces a shortfall of approximately $10 million,” he said.

In addition, the country’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which has a vital role to play in promoting national unity, also faces a major funding shortfall, the Secretary-General added, urging governments to respond to the appeal for additional resources made by the UN High Commissioner of Human Rights.

* * *

Timor-Leste

13 November – The United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) today held a memorial service for two UN peacekeepers killed in last month’s bomb explosion at a Bali nightclub.

Both Sgt. Marco Antônio Farias of Brazil and Pvt. Diogo Miguel Dantas Ribeirinho of Portugal have been missing since the terrorist incident occurred on 12 October while they were on holiday from the Mission.

In a packed Motael Church in Dili, the two soldiers were praised by their colleagues as “loyal and dedicated soldiers and thoughtful and helpful friends” who will be long remembered.

Attendees at the ceremony included the deputy chief of UNMISET, Sukehiro Hazegawa, the commander of UN forces in Timor-Leste, Maj. Gen. Huck Gim Tan, other members of the peacekeeping contingents and representatives of the diplomatic community. Sergeant Farias’s father, Lt. Antônio Carlos da Silva Farias, who had travelled from Brazil, also attended the service.

This was the second ceremony in Timor-Leste related to the Bali bombing. On 20 October, President Xanana Gusmão led a memorial service in Dili to remember all the victims of the tragedy.

* * *

Philippines

13 November – The Government of the Philippines has taken welcome strides in promoting democracy and human rights, but must be do more to protect the country’s displaced people, a United Nations expert said today.

“The disconnect between national policies and the gap in implementation made the affected populations feel isolated, neglected and alienated, all of which fuelled the general discontent in the region,” the Secretary-General’s Representative on Internally Displaced Persons, Francis M. Deng, said at the conclusion of a weeklong visit to the country. 

Displacement in the Philippines is largely concentrated in Mindanao, the scene of clashes in 2000 between the Moro Islamic Liberation Front and the Armed Forces of the Philippines. That year, more than 300,000 people were forced to flee their homes. Displacement has also reportedly resulted from ongoing anti terrorism operations in some parts of the country, according to Mr. Deng, who met with representatives of both groups, along with UN officials, donor governments and non-governmental organizations.

Mr. Deng pointed out that while responding to the needs of the internally displaced is a high priority, “it must be underscored that the root causes of internal displacement in Mindanao are inherently linked to the status of development and governance in the region.” He called for intensified efforts to resolve the conflict peacefully, and noted a “high degree of willingness from both sides in the conflict to continue the search for a long lasting peace.” 

While in the Philippines, Mr. Deng also held talks with numerous officials, including local authorities in Mindanao, and spoke with community leaders as well as both displaced and resettled families. 

* * *

Colombia

13 November – Expressing concern over Colombia’s worsening humanitarian situation, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers today called for more aid to help the victims of the country’s decades-long conflict.

Speaking in Milan, Italy, at the premiere of a documentary film about the human costs of Colombia’s war, Mr. Lubbers said the UN agency would need more than $10 million to finance its operations in South America, with $5.6 million being earmarked for Colombia.

“While the responsibility for assisting and protecting internally displaced people lies first and foremost with the Colombian Government, the dramatic worsening of the humanitarian situation in Colombia requires a greater effort on the part of the humanitarian agencies, the whole of the international community and private donors,” he said.

According to UNHCR, the protracted crisis in Colombia has forced more than 200,000 people to flee their homes this year alone. In the first six months of 2002, some 900 to 1,000 people became internally displaced each day in Colombia. In all, approximately 2 million people have been displaced over the decades of conflict while tens of thousands of others have been forced to seek refuge in neighbouring countries, as well as in North America and Europe.

The premiere of the documentary, “Desplazados,” was hosted by UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Giorgio Armani and attended by Mr. Lubbers and Italy’s Undersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mario Baccini.

The 20-minute video, produced by UNHCR’s Rome Office and filmed in Colombia and Ecuador this summer, describes the dramatic situation of the people who have been forced to flee as a result of the long-standing conflict in Colombia. UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie took part in the filming when she was in Ecuador in June visiting communities hosting Colombian refugees. The actress narrated the English version of the documentary, which will be released on 20 November.

* * *

Rwandan refugees

13 November – The United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) announced today that 120 former Rwandan combatants had been voluntarily repatriated to their home country from the eastern part of the DRC.

Earlier in the week, MONUC also repatriated 55 former soldiers from Rwanda, along with 59 dependents, who had been housed by the DRC Government at the military base in Kamina to Kigali. Another 64 ex-combatants were returned last Friday. 

The Mission said that since the start of the repatriation operation in October, about 600 former combatants and their dependents have been returned home to Rwanda.

* * *

Education

13 November – While 83 countries are on track to achieve universal education by 2015, a key goal set at a forum in Dakar, Senegal, in 2000, nearly an equal number will not make the target, with some even going backwards, the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) said today in a new report.

According to the report, 28 countries, accounting for over 26 per cent of the world’s population, may not achieve any of the three measurable goals set in Dakar – universal primary education (UPE), gender equality and the halving of illiteracy rates. Meanwhile, 43 countries covering 35.6 per cent of the world’s population risk falling short of at least one of the three targets. Two-thirds of the countries that are not expected to achieve any of the goals are in sub-Saharan Africa, but they also include India and Pakistan.

In addition to those three goals, the World Education Forum in Dakar also agreed to expanded early childhood care and education, increased learning opportunities for youth and adults and improvement of all aspects of education quality.

In declaring that UPE is unlikely to be reached in 57 countries at current rates of progress, the report says 41 of these countries, including some Central and East European nations, have even been moving backwards. While the goal of gender parity is supposed to be met by 2005, 31 nations remain at risk of not meeting this goal even by 2015. However, 86 countries have already achieved gender parity and another 35 are close to doing so.

The report says unless a much greater effort is made, 78 countries – including four of the world’s most populous countries, Bangladesh, China, India and Pakistan, which alone account for 61 per cent of the world’s illiterate adults – will not be able to halve their rate of illiteracy by 2015. The report also finds that the cost of providing education for all has been underestimated, partly because the high cost of conflict and HIV/AIDS on education has not been taken into account.

According to the report, while HIV/AIDS alone will add $975 million to the annual bill for achieving UPE, the cost of education has greatly increased in 73 countries dealing with internal crises or engaged in post-conflict reconstruction.

To meet the expense, the report says major education and economic reforms and increased external aid will be required in many countries, and adds that an extra $5.6 billion will be needed each year to achieve the UPE and gender goals alone. Total bilateral aid to education, which accounts for 70 per cent of all such financial support, fell by 16 per cent over the past decade due to conflict, the inability of national institutions to absorb funds rapidly and the reluctance of some governments to reform education systems and policies.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Ivory" ��BBC - UN meeting allows first ivory sales in years


�� HYPERLINK  \l "CITES" ��PANA - CITES permits three African nations to sell ivory stockpiles� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Horses" ��REUTERS -  Sea Horses Given Protected Status by U.N. Body�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sharks" ��BBC - Setback for sharks�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Whales" ��Agence France Presse  - After whales and elephants, CITES focuses on  …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conservationist" ��AFP - US defends support for new ivory sales … conservationist  …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Exploitation" ��KUNA - ANNAN warns against exploitation of environment


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Carbon" ��ENS - $100 BioCarbon Fund Aims to Limit Global Warming�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Corals" ��ENS - Florida Corals Designated as Sensitive Sea Area�
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