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U.S., Ozone Experts Argue Over Methyl Bromide Ban 






By James Macharia 

NAIROBI (Reuters) - American farmers were at odds with environmental experts and European governments on Thursday on the eve of a vote that could decide whether U.S. growers can increase the use a fumigant known to destroy the ozone layer. 

PRIVATE



Methyl bromide, which kills soil pests before crops are planted, is scheduled to be phased out by all developed nations by January 1, 2005, under a global agreement to protect the atmosphere. 

Around 180 signatory countries to the Montreal Protocol are due to vote on the U.S. request on Friday at the close of a weeklong meeting on the ozone layer hosted by the United Nations (news - web sites) Environmental Program (UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi. 

The protocol -- seen by experts as the most successful global environmental treaty -- requires signatory states to phase out the use of some 95 chemicals that damage the ozone layer, a stratum of the atmosphere that protects the earth from ultraviolet radiation, which can cause skin cancer. 

"Methyl bromide is the most dangerous ozone depleting chemical that is still in widespread use, and is also a cause of prostate cancer (news - web sites)," David Doniger, policy director at the U.S.-based Natural Resources Defense Council said. 

The United States, the European Union (news - web sites) and Japan have cut down use of methyl bromide to 30 percent of previous production, but the United States now wants to be allowed to increase its use to 38.2 percent in 2005. 

A U.S. government delegation and farm groups say they need more time to find effective substitute fumigants for crops such as tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, strawberries and sweet potatoes. 

Ozone experts and the European Union delegates opposed the request because it could reverse the gains achieved so far. 

"I tried some alternatives. In the first year I had an 80 percent drop in production compared to using methyl bromide," said Mark Murai, chairman of the California Strawberry Commission, part of the U.S. delegation to the Montreal Protocol. 

Murai, a third-generation strawberry farmer with 200-acre of land, represents 600 California strawberry growers. They supply 80 percent of California's strawberries. 

___________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

November 13, 2003, Thursday 12:07 PM Eastern Time

International meeting on Montreal Protocol opens in Kenya

      BODY:

      NAIROBI, Nov. 13 (Xinhua) --A high level segment of the Fifteenth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal

      Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer officially opened here Thursday.

      The international meeting brought together over 700 delegates from 185 countries to deliberate

      chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and chemicals depleting the ozone layer and the alternatives available and the

      deadlines that have been set for all parties to comply with requirements of the protocol. 

      Kenyan Vice President Moody Awori, who opened the meeting, called for concerted efforts in ensuring

      complete phase out of the ozone depleting substances (ODS) within the broader framework of the Montreal

      Protocol.

      "Partnership is a key in this regard as it guarantees participation of all in the protection of the ozone layer

      and sets a platform for ownership at all levels in the entire process," Awori said.

      United Nations Environment Program Deputy Executive Director Shafqat Kakakhel noted at the opening

      the progress made so far by countries with economies in transition in meeting their compliance obligations

      under the protocol in recent years in the world.

      "The developed countries have successfully completed their phase out of most of the ODS and

      demonstrated to the developing countries how ozone-safe technologies can be adopted. They must now

      fulfill their obligations to phase out CFCs and Methyl Bromide, " Kakakhel said.

      The Montreal Protocol was agreed on Jan. 1, 1987 by some world leaders in Montreal, Canada, and is now

      ratified by 184 countries in the world.

      Under the protocol and its amendments, ODS are to be reduced and eliminated through the development of

      chemical substitutes and alternative manufacturing processes, and the phase out of the ODS should be

      complete by 2010.

___________________________________________________________________________

Le Soleil

COUCHE D> '> OZONE : Des experts planchent à Nairobi

> Plus de 60 pays prennent part à la 15ème réunion des Parties au Protocole de Montréal qui se tient dans la capitale Kenyane depuis le 10 novembre et ce jusqu> '> à demain vendredi. Organisée par le secrétariat de l> '> Ozone du Programme des Nations Unies pour l> '> Environnement (PNUE), cette réunion a enregistré une forte participation des pays du monde, ce qui dénote de l> '> importance que ceux-ci attachent à la protection de la couche d> '> Ozone. 

> Il est prouvé aujourd> '> hui dans le monde que les substances appauvrissant la couche d> '> ozone, plus communément appelé (SAO), dégradent la couche d> '> Ozone. Parmi celles-ci, on peut citer le bromure de méthyle ou les chlorofluorocarbones, appelée (CFC), contenue pour l> '> essentiel dans les équipements frigorifiques, industriels et les pulvérisateurs aérosols. Ces SAO, avec leur potentiel non négligeable de réchauffement contribuent à l> '> effet de serre qui modifie ainsi le climat. Leurs éliminations ont été au c> oe> ur des débats lors de cette réunion. En effet, beaucoup de pays ont ratifié le Protocole de Montréal et ainsi adhéré au calendrier de réduction des SAO qui vise dans le long terme a les éliminer. C> '> est ainsi que l> '> utilisation du bromure de méthyle a tenu les participants en haleine. Plus de dix pays ont demandé une dérogation quant à l> '> utilisation de cette substance chimique. D> '> ici 2005, l> '> utilisation du bromure de méthyle doit être prohibée dans le monde. Malheureusement beaucoup de pays en développement soutendent l> '> élimination de son utilisation à une solution alternative. Le cas est spécifique à l> '> Algérie et à la Tunisie. En effet, ces deux pays exportateurs de dattes utilisent encore le bromure de méthyle qui donne une meilleure qualité aux dattes et permet une meilleure conservation de celles-ci. N> '> ayant pas encore de solution alternative, ces pays ont demandé une dérogation par rapport au calendrier. Et pourtant du côté du groupe d> '> évaluation technologique et économique on soutient le contraire. D> '> après un document publié par le PNUE, 93 % des utilisations de bromure de méthyle, ont aujourd> '> hui une solution de remplacement. LE PRIX DE L> '> OZONE AU SENEGAL Le chlorofluorocarbone ou CFC n> '> a pas été en reste. Il a été question de sa suppression dans les inhalateurs à doseur, cet appareil tant commun aux asthmatiques. Pour les pays en développement, cette suppression du CFC peut avoir des conséquences économiques et sociaux néfastes, dans la mesure ou cela aurait un impact sur le coût des soins des maladies de l> '> asthme, qui pourrait revenir plus cher. Pour l> '> UE, il s> '> agira encore une fois de trouver des produits de substitution, même si l> '> utilisation de ceux-ci restent conditionnée par leur efficacité. 

> S> '> agissant de la communication des données annuelles, la Communauté Européenne a demandé un rapprochement de la date butoir de dépôt des données annuelles. Cela permettrait au Secrétariat de l> '> Ozone de bénéficier d> '> un temps considérable pour les étudier. En effet, chaque année, les pays doivent remettre trois rapports au Secrétariat de l> '> Ozone. L> '> un concerne la consommation en CFC par pays et les deux autres traitent de l> '> état de la mise en > oe> uvre de la convention par les pays. Toujours est-il que pour les premiers jours de cette rencontre marquée par quelques divergences entre pays du nord et du sud, beaucoup de groupes de contacts se sont formés. Ces derniers ont pour principal but de trouver un consensus entre eux, car après tout, une seule préoccupation les regroupe : protéger la couche d> '> Ozone, et cela avant la session ministérielle qui débute aujourd> '> hui. Session durant laquelle le Sénégal recevra une distinction décernée par le Secrétariat de l> '> Ozone et qui a élu notre pays au rang de meilleur bureau Ozone. 

> 

>
___________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

November 13, 2003 Thursday 

Trade in Dangerous Chemicals Exposed 

      BYLINE: The Nation 

      BODY: 

      An intricate global smuggling network in substances that deplete the ozone layer has been unearthed. 

      Undercover investigators used a dummy company to expose the illegal trade, spanning three continents, by

      chemical dealers. 

      In Lost in Transit - Global CFC Smuggling Trends and the Need to Faster Phase Out, the detectives detail

      how smugglers divert illegal chlorofluorocarbons into the black market in Singapore, South Africa and the US.

      The report was launched at the opening of the conference on ozone layer at the United Nations

      Environment Programme headquarters, Gigiri, Nairobi, on Monday. The 15th Meeting of Parties to the

      Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was attended by 500 delegates from 185

      countries. 

      The protocol is one of the multilateral laws that identified the substances that harm the ozone layer and

      seek to regulate how they should be phased out. 

      It set the phasing-out deadlines for halons used in aviation, chlorofluorocarbons in air-conditioners and

      refrigerators and methyl bromide in flower and vegetable production. 

      The chemical threat to the ozone was discovered in 1974, but it was not until 1987 that governments took

      the first steps to address it. 

      These were the efforts that culminated in the Montreal Protocol, now held up as by far the most successful

      multilateral agreement on the environment. 

      Experts say ozone depletion results in damaged ecosystems, global warming and diseases like cataracts and

      skin cancer as well as loss of immunity to disease. 

      Delegates discussed ways of modifying the regulations to allow halons use on new aeroplanes without

      compromising passengers' health and safety. 

      The delegates also discussed management of the protocol's financial mechanism, cases of non-compliance,

      exemptions for methyl bromide and South Africa's application for assistance to the Global Environment

      Facility. 

      The report, by the UK-based Environmental Investigation Agency, found that transit points like Singapore

      and Dubai had strong economies founded on their role as major trade hubs that failed to monitor CFC

      movement through their ports. 

      It showed the complex nature of the illegal trade and pointed out the challenges in enforcing the multilateral

      Montreal Protocol. 

      Dr Ezra Clark, a senior EIA campaigner, said: "Despite the achievements of the Montreal Protocol, the slow

      reaction to the problem of smuggling has allowed the illicit CFC trade to undermine the protocol's success

      and integrity." 

      The report called for strengthening the controls over ozone depleting substances in transit countries like

      Singapore and better training of customs officials and enforcement resources in target developing countries. 

      It cites a Singapore company which offered the investigators' dummy firm a CFC shipment, all complete with

      false documents, and volunteered to hide the goods behind uncontrolled chemicals to avoid detection. 

      Dr Clark said: "Traders thrive on weak enforcement and easily exploited loopholes presented by transit trade.

      This, combined with the smugglers' underhand methods, like mislabelling and misdeclaring goods, enables

      them to continue their illicit trade with relative ease." 

      The seizure of about 15 tonnes of illicit CFCs by Filipino custom officials in May is cited as an example of the effectiveness of such training. 

      Opening the meeting, Environment Minister Newton Kulundu said harmful chemical use in cut flower and

      vegetable tilling in Kenya would be phased out in by 2010. 

      The chemicals are gradually being replaced by technologies that are environmentally safe and provide good

      yields. 

      The minister said most flower farmers were using soil-less technology and an integrated pest management

      system despite their higher costs. 

      He said: "The phasing out of the use of methyl bromide in Kenya initially appeared impossible given that our

      floriculture wholly depended on its use." 

      Dr Kulundu said Kenya had phased out chrolofluorocarbons (CFCs) from aerosols and significantly reduced

      refrigerator CFC imports. 

      The National Environment Management Authority was using the Environmental Management and

      Co-ordination Act 1999 to enforce strict trade licensing of new or used ozone depleting substances. 

      Dr Klaus Topfer, the UNEP executive director, said regulations on halons use in new aeroplanes were of

      concern to all parties to the protocol. 

      If the regulations are modified, halons use in aviation would be difficult to phase out, he said in a speech

      read for him by Mr Marco Gonzalez, executive secretary of the Ozone Secretariat. 

      The UNEP chief said 159 out of 184 countries party to the protocol had reported data for last year. 

      LOAD-DATE: November 13, 2003
___________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire

November 13, 2003

ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES WORRY SPORTS MEN AND WOMEN

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Environmental changes, including smog, intense sunlight and declining ski conditions

      are causing grave concern among sports men and women, indicates an international survey.

      Close to a third of those questioned said they were being forced to alter the way they conduct their

      sporting activities as a result of these environmental concerns.

      Many are resorting to the use of higher factor sun creams and wearing long sleeve shirts to counter a higher

      risk of sunburn.

      Others said that to avoid the impact of smog and other forms of pollution, they have been forced to leave

      inner city sports grounds for cleaner air in the countryside. 

      Worries about chemicals in food and their health impacts are also high on the list of concerns of those

      involved in sports. A significant number of those polled said they were turning to "natural, organic, foods

      whenever possible".

      These are just some of the findings from a sport and environment survey conducted by the Global Sports

      Alliance, an international organisation supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),

      whose office is based in Nairobi, Kenya.

      The report handed to PANA in Nairobi Thursday will be discussed at the Global Forum for Sport and the

      Environment 2003 (G-ForSE) which opens in Tokyo, Japan Friday.

      It will be attended by leading sports men and women including Greg LeMond, the cyclist and three time Tour

      de France winner, will join with sports goods manufacturers, sports coaches like Shigeo Nagashima, Japan's

      National Coach.

      Environmental experts and key figures in sports federations including Ruben Acosta, President of the

      International Volleyball Federation will also be at the meeting to chart a greener future for the sporting

      world.

      Vital Memory, a ground breaking 64-page book featuring some of the world's leading athletes and sports

      people including tennis sensation Monica Seles, Japanese footballer Hidetoshi Nakata and New York Yankees

      baseball star Hideki Matsui, will also be unveiled before going on sale in Japan.

      The joint UNEP/Alliance book designed to fit into an athlete's bag and featuring images from UNEP's Focus

      On Your World photo competition, carries quotes from celebrity sports stars.

      "If global warming turns the mountains to summer, where am I supposed to snowboard?," asks Shaun White,

      the world's leading snowboarder, in one of the quotes.

      Referring to the way climate change is making weather conditions more extreme and violent Ryu Nakamura, a

      leading Japanese surfer, says: Global warming is changing the face of the sea. I just want to ride a natural

      wave".

      On his part, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director said: "Sport and the environment are inextricably linked.   Pollution of the air, the land and waterways can have an impact on the enjoyment and performance of

      amateur and professional athletes alike.

      "Smog, the result of traffic and other fumes can make it harder to breathe, which is especially damaging for

      people like asthmatics. Chemicals used in and around play areas may also carry risks. Contaminated coasts

      and freshwaters may cause ill health for sports people such as surfers and water sports enthusiasts."

      "Sports can affect the environment in other ways. Some, such as artificial ice-skating rinks and ice-hockey

      stadia or flood lit golf ranges and tennis courts, can be energy intensive triggering emissions of the gases

      linked with global warming," he said.

      "On the other hand, well-managed sporting venues can also provide vital 'green spaces' in cities and towns

      bringing people closer to nature and acting as important refuges for birds, insects, plants and other wildlife,"

      said Toepfer.

      The survey, which involved almost 4,000 people mainly aged between 10 and 29 years for whom sports is a

      passionate hobby. It also involved some professional players, coaches, sports manufacturers, operators of

      sports facilities and sports associations.

      While most respondents came from Japan, there were also responses from sports actors in Europe, North

      America and Africa, who are actively involved in football, baseball; basketball, tennis, volleyball, swimming,

      badminton, track and field events, table tennis and skiing.

      Just over 30 percent of those questioned said they were aware of the link between sports and the

      environment with a quarter saying that the environments in which they played and worked out were

      "unacceptable".
___________________________________________________________________________

ENN

Sports Men and Women Call for Action on Air Pollution and Urge More Eco-Friendly Sports Equipment 



From UN Environment ProgrammeThursday, November 13, 2003TOKYO/NAIROBI, 13 November 2003 - Smog, more intense sunlight and declining ski conditions are among the growing environmental changes worrying sport men and women, according to an international survey.

Close to a third of those questioned said they were being forced to alter the way they conduct their sporting activities as a result of environmental concerns.

Many are resorting to the use of higher factor sun creams and wearing long-sleeve shirts to counter what they claim is a higher risk of sunburn.

Others are leaving inner city sports grounds for the cleaner air of the countryside to avoid the impact of smog and other forms of pollution.

Worries about chemicals in food and their health impacts are also high on the list of concerns. A significant number of those polled said they were turning to "natural, organic, foods whenever possible".

These are just some of the findings from a sport and environment survey conducted by the Global Sports Alliance, an international organization supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The findings will be discussed at the Global Forum for Sport and the Environment 2003 (G-ForSE), which opens at the ANA Hotel, Tokyo, Japan, tomorrow.

Environmental experts and key figures in sports federations including Ruben Acosta, President of the International Volleyball Federation, are taking an active part in charting a greener future for the sporting world. Leading sports men and women including Greg LeMond, the cyclist and three time Tour De France winner and sports coaches like Shigeo Nagashima, Japan's National Baseball Coach, also stepped forward to act as judges in selecting the G-ForSE 2003 Environmental Prizewinners.

Vital Messages, a ground breaking 64 page book featuring some of the world's leading athletes and sports people including tennis sensation Monica Seles, Japanese footballer Hidetoshi Nakata and New York Yankees baseball star Hideki Matsui, will also be unveiled before going on sale in Japan.

The joint UNEP/GSA book, designed to fit into an athletes bag and featuring images from UNEP's Focus On Your World photo competition, carries quotes from the celebrity sports stars.

Shaun White, ranked the world's number 1 snowboarder, says: "If global warming turns the mountains to summer, where am I supposed to snowboard?" Referring to the way climate change is making weather conditions more extreme and violent, Ryu Nakamura, a leading Japanese surfer, says: "Global warming is changing the face of the sea. I just want to ride a natural wave".

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, said: "Sport and the environment are inextricably linked. Pollution of the air, the land and waterways can have an impact on the enjoyment and performance of amateur and professional athletes alike. Smog, the result of traffic and other fumes, can make it harder to breathe, which is especially damaging for people like asthmatics. Chemicals used in and around play areas may also carry risks. Contaminated coasts and freshwaters may cause ill health for sports people such as surfers and water sports enthusiasts."

"Sports can affect the environment in other ways. Some, such as artificial ice-skating rinks and ice-hockey stadia or flood-lit golf ranges and tennis courts, can be energy intensive, triggering emissions of the gases linked with global warming", he said.

"On the other hand, well-managed sporting venues can also provide vital 'green spaces' in cities and towns, bringing people closer to nature and acting as important refuges for birds, insects, plants and other wildlife", said Mr. Toepfer.

The survey, which involved almost 4,000 people aged mainly between 10 and 29 years old, questioned men and women for whom sports is a passionate hobby. It also involved some professional players, coaches, sports manufacturers, operators of sports facilities and sports associations.

While most respondents came from Japan, there were also responses from Europe, North America and Africa.

Highlights

The top 10 sporting activities are football/soccer; baseball; basketball; tennis; volleyball; swimming; badminton; track and field; table tennis and skiing.

Just over 30 percent of those questioned said they were aware of the links between sports and the environment, with a quarter saying that the environments in which they played and worked out were "unacceptable".

Just under a quarter also said that they had noticed that their sporting activities were being affected by environmental impacts with photochemical smog, pollution caused by fumes on hot sunny days, cited as one of the key problems.

Other issues included the declining quality of snow and a shortening of the ski season, which some scientists are linking with global warming.

Some also cited increased sunburn as a result of stronger levels of ultraviolet light, which may be linked with a thinning of the stratospheric ozone layer.

Just under 30 percent said they had changed their sporting routines in response to changes in the environment. Apart from using stronger sunblock, wearing long-sleeve clothes and seeking less polluted "natural environments", some respondents claimed they had given up activities such as golf.

Nearly 80 percent of those questioned said they had never heard of Agenda 21, the agreement reached at the Rio Earth Summit of 1992 aimed at delivering sustainable development internationally, nationally and locally.

Nevertheless, it was clear that the majority of those polled were keen to see the sporting environment "greened", with over 85 percent saying they preferred facilities, stadia and pitches that were "natural".

Tatsuo Okada, Executive Director of the Global Sports Alliance, said: "By natural, the respondents are referring to sites where there are more trees, grasses and other natural features. It is not just about aesthetics. Sports men and women are becoming increasingly aware of the 'heat sink' effect, where man-made materials such as concrete and Tarmac tend to absorb heat which can make playing games and sporting activities on hot sunny days more uncomfortable and less pleasurable."

Those questioned also said they were willing to act in a more environmentally friendly way to protect their sporting environment, with popular measures including using public transport, rather than driving, when attending an event to taking rubbish home.

The survey also asked questions about how sports equipment can be made more eco-friendly. Most of those asked, 69 percent, said they wanted their equipment to be more durable and were prepared to pay more for this.

Mr. Okada said: "What they are saying is that equipment which lasts longer is inherently more environmentally-friendly. It makes sense. Manufacturing equipment uses natural resources and energy, so the longer the ball, the boot or the skis lasts, the less materials are used in making new ones. It also would lead to less waste."

Other suggestions include making sports equipment biodegradable and manufacturing equipment whose materials can easily be separated and recycled at the end of their life.

Notes to Editors: G-ForSE is part of a growing series of activities and events being organized by or in collaboration with UNEP in the context of a sport and the environment strategy adopted by its Governing Council in February 2003.

Next month in the Italian city Torino, which will host the 2006 Winter Olympics, UNEP will be the co-sponsor of the World Conference on Sport and the Environment organized by the International Olympic Committee. Issues include the role of top athletes as ambassadors for the environment to organizing and delivering environmentally-friendly sports events - see http://www.olympic.org/uk/news/media_centre/full_story_uk.asp?id=7


For More Information Please Contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, in Nairobi, on Tel: +254-2-623292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org, Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, on Tel: +254-2-623084, Mobile: +254-733-632755, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org or Jason Chare at the Global Sports Alliance in Japan on Tel: +81-3-6419-2900, E-mail: Jason_Chare@gsa.or.jp

More information on the Global Forum for Sport and the Environment 2003 (G-ForSE) can be found at http://www.g-forse.com/top/index_e.html
________________________________________________________________________________________
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United Media Communications Group Joins Forces With UNEP on 'EcoWatch' TV Series 



From UN Environment ProgrammeThursday, November 13, 2003BOCA RATON, Florida, 12 November 2003 - A major new environmental television series, produced by United Media Communications Group (UMCG), will be drawing on the significant knowledge, expertise and scientific resources of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for series' educational programming content. 

Under an agreement announced today, UNEP will provide story ideas and content for the new "EcoWatch" series. This series of television segments will bring the issues and solutions to solving some of the biggest threats facing human-kind into the living rooms of an estimated 60 million American homes on cable television networks such as the Outdoor Life Channel and through national syndication. 

In addition, EcoWatch will air in various regional television markets on CNN and/or FOX News. The series will also reach a worldwide television audience through international syndication on WorldNet. 

The series aims to show in a down-to-earth way how every day decisions by individuals, companies and governments affect today's environment and the environment of future generations. 

William Klump, Senior producer of EcoWatch at UMCG, says: " More than ever, Americans are concerned about the environment. Their concerns today are focused on the technologies, programs and services that significantly contribute on a national and international level to positively impacting our Earth and its inhabitants". 

Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, says: " We are delighted to have joined forces with UMCG to launch 'Eco Watch'. Public awareness is one of the keys to mobilizing action, for delivering the changes in life-style so urgently needed, if we are to chart a more environmentally-friendly course for planet Earth and its six billion inhabitants". 

United Media Communications Group, based in the fast growing television industry of South Florida, produces and distributes educational television programming for a worldwide audience. The award winning staff of UMCG has produced thousands of hours of business, environment, parenting and health programming that has reached tens of millions of television households in the United States and abroad. 

For more information about EcoWatch please contact Rebecca McKinnon at 1-561-347-0607 or Eric Falt at UNEP on Tel: +254 20 623292, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org 




________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Europe Puts Muscle Behind Green Diplomacy Network 

                      BRUSSELS, Belgium, November 13, 2003 (ENS) - An initiative by the European Union to advance its environmental vision on the world stage and  boost its effectiveness in international negotiations is taking shape. 

                      Following a meeting in Rome November 3, the EU's self-titled Green Diplomacy Network has now identified its first targets for action after being set up in the summer. 

                      Top of the agenda is an effort to bring maximum political pressure to bear on Russia to ratify the Kyoto climate protocol. Without Russia's ratification the instrument will collapse, with incalculable and disruptive consequences for European climate change policies. 

                   An initial focus for climate activity will come December 1-12 at the Ninth meeting of Parties to the Kyoto Protocol's parent convention, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

Next on the list is the 7th meeting of Parties to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity                                                scheduled for February. The EU will be focusing its efforts on reducing the rate of  biodiversity loss and ensuring strict controls on trade of genetically modified organisms. 

                      Three other target areas have been identified but not yet fleshed out in detail. One is to advance the EU's Johannesburg Summit agenda for boosting the global use of renewable energy. 

Second is marine environmental protection. And third is how to achieve international environmental governance, in particular through a strengthened United Nations Environment Programme. 

                      The role of the Green Diplomacy Network is to leverage the extensive worldwide diplomatic resources of the enlarged EU's 25 member foreign ministries, embassies, and development cooperation agencies. Ten candidate countries will join the European Union next spring, bringing the total EU  membership to 25. 

                      The European Commission is also involved, with three departments  represented at the Rome meeting. 

                      Participants in the Rome gathering agreed that the process of embracing the concept of green diplomacy could help in providing more coherence - a vision consistent with environmental issues in all policies, better synergy among the different EU programs, and stronger coordination between the different  bilateral and multilateral levels. 

                      According to working guidelines agreed last week, the network should "identify potential allies and opponents and improve working relationships with them." It should also "orchestrate campaigns and demarches that bring  the EU message to third parties all over the world." 

                      By garnering early intelligence on third party positions the network is also expected to enable better coordination between EU members, a task that  currently often takes up so much time that the bloc finds itself surprised or outmanoeuvred when it finally sits at the negotiating table. 

                      Separately, the network is charged with advancing the EU's "Cardiff process"  of environmental integration within foreign ministries. 

                      In a related development, the EU and China on Wednesday signed a political agreement on strengthening environmental cooperation during a visit to China by EU Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom. 

                      A report on the first two years of the Green Diplomacy Network’s operation will be presented to the European Council in 2005. 

                                     {Published in cooperation with ENDS Environment Daily, Europe's choice for environmental news. Environmental Data Services Ltd, London. Email:   envdaily@ends.co.uk}


___________________________________________________________________________

Australian Financial Review

November 14, 2003 Friday

The Reputation Wars

      BYLINE: Colleen Ryan

Corporate social responsibility is the motherhood issue in today's business environment. But there's still

      plenty of room for a brawl over how it plays out

      HOW GOOD should a company be? When does corporate social responsibility come smack up against financial irresponsibility? And who has the right to judge whether a company is "good" anyway? These are cheeky  questions. In the current climate, they are almost sacrilegious. Most of the community thinks that

      corporations should still be paying penance for the dodgy accounts, the excessive salaries and the

      idolatrous worship of chief executives that they have indulged in over the past decade. And perhaps they

      are right. But these questions form the basis of a fascinating culture war which has developed in this

      country between the left and the right - or, more accurately, between the true believers and the

      non-believers. 

      The debating point is around the measurement of a company's reputation, and there has been no holding

      back by either side. Take the following comments, the first from Mike Nahan of the Institute of Public

      Affairs: "I actually think that too much of this is a sting. They [the assessors of 'corporate good'] mix

      altruism and guilt from the corporate sector together to make money and to gain influence." In the other

      corner is John Hewson, head of the Macquarie Graduate School of Management: "The corporate sector has

      always reacted negatively when there is a major community challenge to what they do. It doesn't matter if

      it is workplace safety, training, native title or environmental standards. They predominantly say, 'No'.

      "They start by saying 'No, no, no, that's bad for business, that is going to hit the bottom line'," says

      Hewson, "and the fact is that has not proved to be the case over all these years. But as is often the case,

      the vocal minority in the end are determined to be the leaders of the business perspective. They get the

      publicity and they influence government."

      This is a battle that has been under way in Australia for more than four years. Over that period it has

      engendered an extraordinary depth of feeling. And it has attracted an impressive array of participants. Apart

      from Nahan and Hewson, the Business Council of Australia has been uncharacteristically outspoken. Also

      ensnared have been two major newspapers, and just about every top corporation and non-government

      organisation (NGO) in the country.

      For some the battle is just one part of a broader canvas: a fight over the true model of capitalism, a stoush

      between the left and the right over whether companies can afford to be good. For them, it goes to the

      heart of whether or not you can have a new style

      of capitalism, or whether it is only about making money. For others it is simply a dispute over methodology

      and the identity of genuine stakeholders.

      There is little doubt that the concept of corporate social responsibility (which is what underlies the

      measurement of a corporate reputation in this context) has attracted significant international support over

      the past five years. It has become the motherhood principle of business.

      In Britain, Tony Blair's government now has a Minister for CSR. The stockmarket indices for CSR, the Dow

      Jones Sustainability Index in New York and the FTSE4GOOD in London, have attracted a broad following. The

      Global Reporting Initiative, set up by the Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies and the United

      Nations Environment Program, now has more than 2000 companies worldwide following its reporting

      guidelines.

      Again in Britain, the Business in the Community project has 700 corporate members, including three- quarters

      of the FTSE Top 100 companies, volunteering to help the less fortunate in the community. And earlier this

      year Business in the Community launched its own Index of Corporate Responsibility. Companies such as

      Westpac, Shell and BP have devoted enormous resources to developing their own brand of CSR.

      This movement has momentum; it is not going to go away. But there are still some very thorny points of

      contention. CSR is a concept in the very early stages of its evolution. The debate under way can only be

      positive - at least, that is the hope. But proponents of CSR, and the Reputation Indices developed to

      measure it, see it as an attempt to bury the whole concept.

      There is a danger with all such motherhood principles that critics will be demonised. How dare they, the

      luddites, rapacious capitalists, lazy businessmen, right-wing nutcases with nothing better to do than criticise

      any form of analysis of their activities. In fact it has been a discussion well worth having.

      The debate in Australia has centred on one measurement tool: RepuTex, and its predecessor the Good

      Reputation Index. But it has ramifications for all forms of CSR measurement. One of the reasons it has

      become such a hot issue in Australia is that the flag bearers of RepuTex - Laurel Grossman and her team at

      Reputation Measurement - are sensational marketers. From their very first attempt at measuring the

      reputation of Australia's top 100 companies in 2000, their product was showcased in 16-page liftouts in The

      Sydney Morning Herald and The Age.

      This exposure - to some 300,000-plus readers, many of them in the AB demographic, where most investors

      fit - is probably what attracted the blowtorch to Reputation Measurement's belly. But so, too, did their idea

      of who should be the judge of a company's reputation. Grossman and her team decided that the community

      - ie, the various NGOs and regulatory agencies that championed the various causes in the community -

      should be the judge. This could include Greenpeace, the Australian Conservation Foundation and the

      Environmental Protection Agency for the environment. Or World Vision, for its community values. Or the St

      James Ethics Centre, for its ethical values. Not a bad idea on the surface.

      As Laurel Grossman explains it: "We saw some benefit in an appraisal of criteria that are driven by

      community expectations rather than business's expectations of itself. In the end, when the HIHs of the

      world fall to their knees, this is felt at community level. This is to do with builders who lose their insurance.

      It is to do with people who have superannuation or were employed by HIH. These issues of business viability

      are ultimately issues to do with the interdependent relationship that business has with the community."

      And so Grossman developed the Reputation Index, and then RepuTex. She sees it as a product very

      different from stockmarket indices such as the Dow Jones Sustainability Index, which are investment tools,

      or the GRI (Global Reporting Initiative) which is really a reporting model. The Good Reputation Index (later

      RepuTex) was unique.

      The Business Council and the IPA hated it, and they came up with some pretty solid criticisms. They were

      furious that companies that didn't participate, and didn't respond to the surveys of the community groups

      and others, were often given a zero rating. (This is no longer the case. Companies are assessed whether

      they participate or not, by using publicly available information.)

      Critics were also angry that companies were ranked from one through to 100 - and the ranking was

      plastered all over the nation's top newspapers.

      The strongest criticism, however, concerned conflict of interest. The BCA complained (and still complains)

      that the RepuTex ratings are based on the views of a small group of apparently arbitrarily selected

      organisations. More disturbingly, Steven Munchenberg, policy director at the BCA, told AFR BOSS:

      "Companies have told us that they have been told they will be okay because of the partnerships they have

      with NGOs. Others have said they have been told that groups campaigning against them will use the

      information to bash us."

      Many of the assessors used by RepuTex survive on corporate sponsorship. Grossman acknowledges this

      problem. "It was a criticism in the first year. We actually addressed that immediately and we required, and

      continue to require, each research group to provide complete disclosure in relation to its activities. We also

      - although we haven't been particularly public in the way we have gone about it - have worked to filter out

      some organisations where we felt that there was an unnecessary conflict."

      The IPA's Mike Nahan has been more direct in his criticism. In April this year, in Ethical Investor magazine, he

      named names. It should be pointed out that his criticism referred to RepuTex's predecessor, the Good

      Reputation Index. In Nahan's sights were the St James Ethics Centre and The Australian Conservation

      Foundation - neither of which are involved in RepuTex.

      Nahan pointed out that in the first Good Reputation Index in 2000 the St James Ethics Centre rated Leighton

      Holdings "tops on ethics", but failed to disclose that it had given Leighton advice on ethics in return for a fee

      after Leighton had suffered adverse findings in a Royal Commission. According to Nahan, the St James Ethics

      Centre "had financial relationships with 37 of the 100 corporations in the Index and disclosed none of them."

      (Simon Longstaff of the St James Ethics Centre refutes absolutely Nahan's criticisms. St James had

      elaborate processes in place to ensure the independence of its assessments, he says. It eventually

      withdrew from the Good Reputation Index because of concerns over methodology.)

      The Australian Conservation Foundation, Nahan claimed, consistently rated Southcorp much higher than did

      other judges despite the fact that the ACF had a financial relationship with Southcorp. Nahan pointed out

      that "Southcorp was rated 82nd by the EPA of Victoria and 4th by the ACF".

      World Vision, a judge of social performance in the 2002 Index, refused to reveal its corporate links when

      directly requested to by the IPA. (World Vision is not among the assessors now used by RepuTex.)

      Nahan claims he supports the concept of corporate social responsibility - but only up to a point. "There is no

      doubt that corporations should be responsible to their stakeholders," he says. "Any corporation which hasn't

      done that in the past has suffered. The first priority of a corporation is to its shareholders. But then you

      draw away from the corporation - like peeling an onion. There are the workers, people who have contractual

      relationships with the corporation, such as input suppliers, clients etc. Then you go further away - those in

      the community who are impacted directly by its operations. In a mining firm, it is those who breathe its

      smoke or hear its truck noise. And then you have the broader community representatives - the government,

      in terms of taxation, regulation and so on. That is standard policy; I wouldn't disagree with that at all. If

      corporations are not addressing the issues of their stakeholders, then they have a problem."

      Nahan has a major area of disagreement, however, with what he refers to as "the new stakeholders": "Those

      who are not impacted directly, do not have a contractual arrangement, have gone beyond the government

      as their agents, and do not have an asset base in the firm. They are not shareholders. They stand up and

      claim that they want the firm to do things for them, for what their desires are, that go beyond what the firm

      does now," he says.

      But what if they represent the general community - the community's views on environmental responsibility,

      social responsibility? Nahan almost leaps out of his chair. "But who do they represent?" he asks.

      Nahan has no problem with the involvement of research groups, government agencies or trade unions. He

      does have a problem with organisations such as Greenpeace and the Wilderness Society which have a small

      membership base, although they might draw on tens of thousands for their contributions.

      "If I give Greenpeace $100, I have no influence on what their policies are or what they do with the money,"

      he says. "If I am a member I can attend meetings, I can have an input into what their priorities are. If you

      are assessing a corporation from the standing that you represent the community, please make sure that you

      do represent the community or even attempt to do so."

      The BCA weighs in on this point as well. "The people involved in rating have their own agenda," says

      Munchenberg. "Some have close long-term partnerships with the companies they are rating. NGOs have a

      valid but not a definitive perspective. You need an independent third party which takes into account the

      views of the NGOs but does not take their word as the definitive word."

      Laurel Grossman agrees with this. She sees the RepuTex system as an evolutionary one, and next year there

      will be more changes. "It is a progressive movement," she says. "When we first started out with the

      Reputation Index it was quite basic. It was just gathering the viewpoints of these different entities. Then

      we started to examine the criticisms of the ranking issue and felt that there were valid criticisms. There was

      a need to go beyond it - to, in a sense, make it more complex. So from there we have now moved into a

      rating system where companies, instead of being pitted against each other, are applied an overall rating

      based on benchmarks.

      "One of the things we are looking at doing next

      year is actually having more control over the criteria. We are looking to essentially establish four research

      centres around the four different criteria. It will still maintain the community input, but it will be done

      through these research centres." The four categories are environmental impact, corporate governance,

      social impact and workplace practices.

      Grossman's assertion that RepuTex is continually improving is a problematic one. Why put ratings out this

      year if you know that the process is not perfect?

      John Hewson, who has lent his name to RepuTex as chair of the assessment committee, claims that

      everything can always be improved. Hewson's participation is interesting. He received no fee. He has no

      monetary interest in Reputation Measurement, the company behind RepuTex. And yet he has taken on such

      a hot issue. Why does he do it? "Because I think it is important and I think it is inevitable," he says.

      Hewson's assessment committee has some impressive members, including the Reverend Tim Costello, as well

      as academics Ian Lowe and John Braithwaite.

      This year neither The Sydney Morning Herald nor The Age published the results of the Good Reputation

      Index, now RepuTex. The editors of each newspaper acknowledge that they received several complaints

      about methodology and conflicts of interest. The Business Council openly admits that it repeatedly raised its

      concerns with editors. But the newspapers withdrew in the end because of the cost and the time-consuming

      nature of the exercise.

      RepuTex now raises funds by selling the 650-page report of its assessments for $25,000 each to the

      companies involved - and anyone else who wants to purchase it. This has released another deluge of

      complaints. Some commentators even labelled it extortion. However, it is not compulsory to buy the report:

      the company which received the top rating this year, Westpac, declined to purchase it to avoid any signs of

      conflict of interest. The debate over reputation measurement is not finished yet.
___________________________________________________________________________

Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA)

What in the world

      A growing population's impact on land

      * Every year, the world adds the equivalent of a new Israel, Egypt, Jordan, West Bank, and Gaza to its

      population.

      * Nearly all of that growth - 96 percent - occurs in the poorest regions of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

      * By 2050, world population will reach an estimated 9 billion, up from 6 billion today and 1.7 billion in 1900.

      * Less than a quarter of the world's land remains completely undeveloped, and most of it in the Arctic or in

      deserts. With current rates of development, particularly in Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia, man is

      converting the remaining forests and grasslands at a rate of 0.5 to 1 percent each year.

      * By midcentury, human pressures will seriously affect 50 to 90 percent of the land area in developing

      countries, primarily by reducing soil productivity and water resources.

      Source: US Census Bureau; GLOBIO, affiliated with UNEP.

      (c) Copyright 2003. The Christian Science Monitor
___________________________________________________________________________

AFP

La création d'une zone tampon est indispensable

> 

> Ecologie. La ministre de l'Ecologie, Roselyne Bachelot, a plaidé hier lors d'un colloque à l'Unesco pour la création d'une "zone maritime particulièrement vulnérable (ZMPV) dans le proche Atlantique", afin de prévenir de nouvelles pollutions comme celle du Prestige. Le 19 novembre 2002, ce pétrolier battant pavillon bahaméen s'est brisé en deux au large des côtes de la Galice, en Espagne. Douze départements et plus de 1 000 kilomètres de côtes ont été souillés par des polluants.

> L'idée d'une zone vulnérable, plus large que les eaux territoriales, en Atlantique et en Manche, a été proposée l'été dernier à l'Organisation maritime internationale (OMI) par la France, l'Espagne, le Portugal, la Grande-Bretagne, l'Irlande et la Belgique. Elle suscite "réserves et interrogations" dans les pays accusés d'accorder des pavillons de complaisance à des armateurs peu soucieux de la sécurité maritime. Les navires de commerce qui y pénétreraient seraient tenus de signaler leur présence à l'avance. Ils pourraient faire l'objet de contrôles a priori des Etats limitrophes pour vérifier l'état de leur structure ou lutter contre les dégazages.

> Actuellement, aucun contrôle a priori n'est possible et un navire ne peut être arraisonné qu'en flagrant délit. Les pays hostiles à la proposition européenne estiment qu'une telle zone serait contraire au principe de liberté de circulation des navires, ancré dans une convention de l'ONU de 1982 sur le droit de la mer.

> 

>  

___________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Potato disease - more farms suspected 

             Middleton Farm in Bwlch is the focus of the investigation 

     Three more potato farms in the UK are under restriction after the world's most damaging

     potato disease was found on a mid Wales farm. 

     The disease - ring rot - has never before been found in the UK. 

     The source is at Middlewood Farm in Bwlch, near Brecon, where tuber were found to be

     contaminated with ring rot - described as the potato equivalent of foot-and-mouth. 

     The discovery of the disease was confirmed during an annual survey for ring rot by Defra and

     it is thought the disease was brought into Wales on infected Dutch seed. 

     The additional farms now under restriction - one in Wales and two in the Scilly Isles - had all

     taken delivery of seed potatoes from the Middlewood Farm over the last few weeks. 

     Defra officials believe the outbreak is under control, and that it will be contained and

     eradicated. 

     Experts are also talking to Spanish authorities about two consignments exported to the Canary

     Islands 

     Although ring rot poses no risk to human health, farmers leaders in Wales had said the news is

     a "massive blow" to the industry. 

             Wales' potato industry 

             95 registered growers 

             Produces 86,000 tonnes 

             Worth £6.5m to economy 

             Total area farmed 2,000 hectares 

     Annual losses to US potato farmers caused by ring rot have been as high as 50%. 

     Farmers are also worried about the effect on the seed market if the UK loses its disease-free

     status. 

     John Morgan, the farmer at the centre of this outbreak said: "Obviously we're devastated at

     the news. We're working with the Welsh assembly locally and Defra plant officials to eradicate

     this disease." 

     Officers from Defra , the Welsh assembly and the Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate are

     meeting at the farm in the Brecon Beacons to assess the extent of the problem. 

     It is likely crops will have to be burnt or buried. 

     Meanwhile, experts are trying to trace any other movement of seed potatoes from the farm - it

     is known that the farm has exported to Spain and surrounding islands and supplies a vast area

     of Pembrokeshire - Wales' main potato production area. 

     Countryside Minister Carwyn Jones has said he is following developments closely. 

     "I can assure farmers that this is being taken extremely seriously by the Welsh Assembly

     Government and the other authorities concerned," he said. 

     NFU Cymru's Malcolm Thomas said: "In terms of any wider spread, that would be extremely

     bad news for the industry as this virus is the most potentially dangerous in the potato world." 

     Brecon and Radnor MP Roger Williams agreed that the priority was the eradication of the

     disease. 

     "I know the producers concerned have an excellent reputation for crop husbandry and health

     and I am sure that this outbreak will not be traced to any negligence on their part." 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council sees possible reinforcement of UN presence in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Secretary-General holds talks with Bolivia’s politicians and indigenous leaders

*
UN asks Afghan Government to increase security following car bomb

*
Mine action a dynamic part of peacekeeping, Security Council told

*
Annan’s special representative for Western Sahara starts tour of region

*
Security legislation can perpetuate emergencies, UN human rights envoy says

*
UN relief official says DR of Congo will be helped but must comply with pacts

*
Liberia: UN to increase patrol in troubled border area

*
UN warns Central African Republic faces food crisis

*
UN refugee chief leads returnees back from Sudan to Eritrea

*
Top UN envoy in Timor-Leste calls for sustained attention against corruption

*
Caribbean countries reaffirm vow to women’s health and gender equality – UN

*
Effects of global warming worrying sportsmen, UN-backed report says

* * * *

Côte d’Ivoire

13 November – Noting that the situation in Côte d’Ivoire “continues to constitute a threat to international peace and security in the region,” the Security Council today unanimously extended the United Nations mission in the West African country for three months and envisaged a possible boosting of the UN presence there.

There are currently 34 UN military liaison officers in the UN Mission, known as MINUCI, to monitor security and build confidence between the government’s Forces Armees de Côte d’Ivoire (FANCI) and the opposition Forces Nouvelles following the signing of a peace agreement in Linas-Marcoussis, France, that ended fierce fighting early this year.

Council resolution 1479 establishing MINUCI provides for deployment of 42 more military officers and a civilian component focusing on human rights, the media and preparations for elections in 2005.

Following a report from Secretary-General Kofi Annan noting that Forces Nouvelles had “unfortunately” pulled out of the Government of National Reconciliation, today’s resolution stressed “the urgent need for all parties to participate fully” in the government to enable it to implement fully the Linas-Marcoussis accord.

It requested Mr. Annan, who had asked for a six-month extension, to report to the Council by 10 January on “MINUCI’s efforts to facilitate peace and stability in Côte d’Ivoire, including how those efforts might be improved and in particular the possible reinforcement of the United Nations presence in Côte d’Ivoire.”

After the unanimous adoption of the resolution extending MINUCI’s mandate until 4 February 2004, the Council’s President for November, Ambassador Ismael Abraão Gaspar-Martins of Angola, read a statement in which the 15-nation body expressed serious concern that the peace process had been stalled, and emphasized “in particular the importance of the entire Government of National Reconciliation meeting as soon as possible in order to implement fully the content of the Linas-Marcoussis agreement.”

The statement stressed “the urgent need to begin reforming land law and electoral rules, restore public services and the authority of the State throughout the territory of Côte d’Ivoire, and end the use of mercenaries and illicit purchase of weapons.”

It also condemned attacks against UN personnel last month in Bouaké and Man, in opposition-held territory, and the murder of a French journalist in Abidjan, the government-controlled commercial centre.

* * *
Secretary-General

13 November – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is holding talks today with Bolivia’s President, Cabinet, indigenous leaders and local UN staff during the final leg of his South American tour.

Mr. Annan met President Carlos Mesa this morning for talks in the capital, La Paz, ahead of a working lunch between the Secretary-General, the President and his Cabinet.

Later today Mr. Annan is slated to address Bolivia’s National Congress and meet 30 indigenous leaders from across the landlocked country.

Tonight he will fly to Santa Cruz, where the Ibero-American Summit will be inaugurated tomorrow. Mr. Annan arrived in Bolivia last night after earlier travelling to Chile, Ecuador and Peru on this tour.

The Secretary-General received a welcoming ceremony in El Alto, the city where last month at least 70 anti-government demonstrators died during clashes with security forces.

He told the crowd that he knew recent weeks had not been easy for Bolivians, but he was pleased they had resolved their issues through constitutional means.

“To address the very serious social and economic problems confronting your country, it is important to work to strengthen your democratic institutions, while upholding the rule of law,” he said.

Before he arrived in Bolivia last night, Mr. Annan spoke in Machu Picchu, Peru, of the enormous contributions of indigenous people to human civilizations.

Today Mr. Annan’s wife Nane will visit a project in La Paz supported by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) that provides jobs for recovering drug addicts, alcoholics and victims of domestic violence.

* * *

Afghanistan

13 November – The United Nations has called on the Afghan Government to provide more security for its operations following Tuesday’s car explosion outside UN offices in the southern city of Kandahar “so that we continue to provide the services that we can give to the people of Afghanistan.”

“I do not believe that anybody who attacks the United Nations in Afghanistan is a friend of the people of Afghanistan,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Lakhdar Brahimi, said in a statement made public today at a news briefing in Kabul, the Afghan capital.

“The United Nations has been here for many years helping the Afghan people. We did not in the past, and do not now, have any agenda for or against anybody. Our only agenda has been and remains to help the people of Afghanistan establish peace and stability and reconstruction,” he added.

Three security guards provided by the Afghan Ministry of the Interior have been arrested in connection with the blast, Media Relations Officer David Singh told the briefing. “It does not suggest that UN security is flawed,” he added. “The investigation of security is a routine measure in such instances and is aimed at securing information.”

The Security Council in New York also condemned the attack, which injured a UN guard and a passing Afghan student. “Members of the Council condemned, in the strongest possible terms, the terrorist attack against the United Nations headquarters in Kandahar, Afghanistan, that occurred on 11 November, 2003,” the Council President for November, Ambassador Ismael Abraão Gaspar-Martins of Angola, said in a statement.

* * *

Landmines

13 November – Mine action is a dynamic component of peacekeeping operations that contributes to the way the United Nations plans and conducts its operations, the UN’s chief peacekeeping official said today.

The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, told an open briefing of the Security Council in New York that early planning by mine action specialists is essential to any efficient emergency peacekeeping operations.

He cited the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea and Ethiopia, Cyprus and Lebanon as examples of the ways in which mine action has helped the peacekeeping operations in those countries, either by allowing them to be deployed safely, or by building confidence between the opposing sides of a dispute.

In his remarks, Mr. Guéhenno also suggested to the Council that it might wish to consider a formal instrument to tackle the questions of unexploded ordnance and other explosive remnants of war.

The Director of the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining, Ambassador Martin Dahinden, told the same briefing that the international community needs better information management systems to exchange data on landmines, as well as the establishment of formal standards in de-mining work.

After their briefings, the Council heard statements made by the representatives of all 15 members.

* * *

Western Sahara

13 November – The Special Representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Western Sahara, Alvaro de Soto, is in Rabat for talks with Moroccan officials as part of his first visit to the region, a UN spokesman said today.

A plan for lasting peace between Morocco and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro (Frente POLISARIO) formulated by the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, James Baker, is being considered by all parties involved. They include Morocco, the Frente POLISARIO, Algeria and Mauritania.

Mr. de Soto is expected to meet subsequently with the leadership of the Frente POLISARIO in Rabouni, with Algerian officials in Algiers and with Mauritanian officials in Nouakchott, the spokesman added.

* * *

Human rights

13 November – Security legislation and other departures from the normal legal regime are perpetuating emergencies by isolating those people best placed to end the emergencies, the United Nations envoy charged with protecting human rights defenders said today.

Hina Jilani, the Special Representative of Secretary General Kofi Annan for Human Rights Defenders, presented her report to the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee earlier this week.

In that report, she said security legislation and emergencies “are used as a smokescreen to allow dereliction from human rights obligations and persecution of defenders. These acts harm the genuine struggle to prevent and end terrorism.”

She told a press briefing today that two related issues were at work: the impact of security and counter-terrorist legislation on human rights defenders and the roles and situations of the rights defenders in declared or undeclared emergencies.

Ms. Jilani said she was particularly concerned that human rights defenders, standing on the defensive front lines of the right to fair trials and due process, were being marginalized because the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights was not being properly implemented.

Articles 1 and 2 of the Declaration say that “all human beings are born equal in dignity and rights” and are entitled to the rights and freedoms listed in the Declaration. Articles 3 to 21 set out the civil and political rights of all people.

Lawyers, journalists, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and political activists were among the people being unfairly targeted in some countries for speaking out against old and new security measures that were being “aggressively applied,” she said.

The human rights roles and work protected by the Human Rights Declaration were being de-legitimized, Ms. Jilani said.

Meanwhile, many States were taking measures in which “the scope of security legislation far exceeded the legitimate objective of strengthening security,” she said.

* * *

DR of Congo

13 November – The senior United Nations official coordinating humanitarian assistance said the international community would help the most vulnerable people in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), but, in return, the people and government of the country must comply with the peace and human rights agreements signed.

“We know the Congolese have high expectations of how we can and will assist you. Next week we launch an international appeal for increased assistance to the Congo in 2004,” Under-Secretary-General Jan Egeland told a news conference in Kinshasa, the DRC capital, yesterday.

“But we also have high expectations of the people and authorities of this country. You must comply with the agreements signed in order to bring about the much needed peace and respect for human rights that Congo has long sought.”

In the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, 3.5 million people have been displaced in the DRC and women and children in the eastern region have suffered widespread sexual violence during long-running clashes between rival rebel militias.

Mr. Egeland said the eyes of the international community were on the performance of the aid agencies and the Congolese authorities and he stressed the need for more access to the most vulnerable in the conflict areas. Implementing the disarmament programme would help increase access, he said.

“Peace is the door and access is the key,” he said.

He travelled today to Maniema province, whose capital, Kindu, is now sporadically accessible, and Bukavu in South Kivu province. Both provinces are on the DRC’s borders with Rwanda and Uganda.

Mr. Egeland urged the Maniema provincial governor to continue his efforts to end human rights abuses and violence against civilians. He also noted said the DRC was facing a big development challenge because of the serious deterioration of its infrastructure.

* * *

Liberia

13 November – The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) is increasing its air and land patrols in areas bordering Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire, where fighting broke out last week in violation of the ceasefire between government and rebel forces, according to a senior UN official.

“The problem that is coming up regularly is that the leadership, whether it’s military or political, does not always get its message through to the local commanders and what I would identity as ‘local matadors,’ who do not realize that it is over,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Deputy Special Representative for Operations and Rule of Law, Souren Seraydarian, told a briefing yesterday in Monrovia, the Liberian capital.

Mr. Seraydarian said the Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) discussed the ceasefire violations in Nimba county at a meeting yesterday chaired by UNMIL’s Force Commander, Lt. Gen. Daniel Opande.

“We had to make once and for all very clear that the violations of the Accra Peace Accord (which ended fighting between the government and rebels) will not be tolerated, that there is a need to put an end to all these violations,” Mr. Seraydarian said of the overall situation in the West African country.

“All parties concerned – whether it was the old [Government of Liberia], LURD or MODEL (the rebel groups Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy and the Movement for Democracy in Liberia) – all of them are now participating in the Transitional Government and it is time that they get their act together in the interests of the people in Liberia,” he added.

Referring specifically to Nimba country, Mr. Seraydarian noted that UNMIL’s military component would not be up to full strength until February but added: “We will be increasing the number of this type of patrolling by air and by surface, using our helicopters as well as the contingents. But we don’t have yet the capacity to stay continuously there.”

* * *

Central African Republic

13 November – The Central African Republic (CAR) could face a severe food crisis within four months unless urgent action is taken, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today.

UN agencies will launch a fresh, consolidated appeal on 19 November for donors to give more aid to the CAR to help with food, health and education programmes after an earlier appeal attracted only a fifth of the target funds.

A local representative of FAO, Samuel Nana-Sinkim, said today that many of the CAR’s 3.8 million citizens have been internally displaced since a five-month armed rebellion ended in March this year.

Mr. Nana-Sinkam said the people of CAR had to eat their seed supplies before they fled during the conflict, and many are now living far from home in impoverished conditions without access to basic commodities or health services.

He said that people living in the country’s central, northern and eastern regions are at particular risk from epidemics and malnutrition.

In April, the UN launched a Flash Appeal to help people in CAR’s rural areas, but that attracted just 20 per cent of the $9 million required.

* * *

Eritrea

13 November – On the final leg of a four-nation trip to Africa, United Nations refugee chief Ruud Lubbers today led a convoy of nearly 900 Eritreans home from Sudan, some of them setting foot in their home country for the first time in 30 years.

The returnees were among hundreds of thousands of Eritreans who left their homeland for neighbouring countries as a result of Eritrea’s war of independence from Ethiopia, which started in the mid-1960s, and a harsh famine in 1984-85. The Ethiopian-Eritrean border conflict in May 2000 displaced hundreds of thousands more.

Since May 2001, 103,000 Eritrean refugees have returned from Sudan, more than 50,000 of them with assistance from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Today Mr. Lubbers joined 884 Eritreans as they crossed the border from eastern Sudan into western Eritrea, at one point boarding one of the buses and shaking hands with the passengers to bid them goodbye. Many had come from Sudan’s Shagarab and Wad Sharife camps, with a big group coming from further north in Port Sudan. Some said they were going home for the first time in 30 years.

The convoy took the returnees to Tesseney transit centre in western Eritrea, where they were to receive a cash grant, basic household items and a two-month supply of food from the UN World Food Programme. On their return to their home villages, mainly in the Gash-Barka region of southwestern Eritrea, they receive a further 10 months of food rations as well as land for house construction and farming.

In Eritrea, Mr. Lubbers toured returnee projects in Gerset, where returns have boosted the local population from 40 to 5,000, visiting a health centre, a women’s income generation project, and two schools.

“People coming home want to rebuild the country,” he said, adding that repatriation was part of the peace-building process.

Eritrea marks the end of his four-nation trip, which also included Burundi, Tanzania and Sudan.

* * *
Timor-Leste

13 November – The top United Nations official in Timor-Leste today called for sustained attention against corruption as an essential step for the country’s development.

“In some countries it has been apparent that corruption has hindered development of the State, leaving as victims in its wake the citizens, institutions and democratic processes in those countries,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Timor-Leste, Kamalesh Sharma, told the opening session of a two-day conference on transparency and accountability in Dili, the capital.

On the other hand, “good, clean governance and adherence to the rule of law can play an important role in promoting stable economic, social and political environments,” Mr. Sharma added.

He acknowledged the progress already made in Timor-Leste in this area but also recognized that “sustained attention against corruption and the continuing encouragement for transparency and accountability within public administration are inevitable for ongoing development in Timor-Leste.”

Mr. Sharma also called for a broad-based approach for international cooperation, which in today’s increasingly interdependent world could be a powerful tool in taking effective measures to curb corruption.

The Timorese Government is organizing the conference with support from the UN Mission of Support in the country (UNMISET) and from the UN Development Programme.

* * *

Caribbean

13 November – Caribbean countries and territories have reaffirmed their commitment to the goals of reproductive health, gender equity and the empowerment of women at the end of a two-day summit on population and development, according to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

Twenty countries and territories were meeting in Port-of-Spain, the capital of Trinidad and Tobago, to review their progress on the action programme devised at the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo.

The Director of UNFPA’s Latin America and Caribbean division, Marisela Padron, praised the Caribbean countries’ efforts to meet the goals set in Cairo despite their limited resources.

But Ms. Padron said that while the Caribbean countries had reduced infant and maternal deaths, much more must be done to ensure that all people in the region have access to reproductive health services.

During the summit, the countries and territories pledged to fight the HIV/AIDS pandemic through a combination of prevention, treatment and care. They also asked for more financial support from foreign aid donors to allow them to fund the necessary programmes to meet the Cairo goals.

* * * 

Sport

13 November – Smog, more intense sunlight and declining ski conditions are among growing environmental changes caused by global warming and pollution that are worrying sportsmen and sportswomen around the world, according to a United Nations-supported international survey released today.

“If global warming turns the mountains to summer, where am I supposed to snowboard?” Shaun White, the world’s No. 1-ranked snowboarder, says in a book accompanying the findings, which will be discussed at the Global Forum for Sport and the Environment 2003 (G-ForSE) opening in Tokyo, Japan, tomorrow.

“Global warming is changing the face of the sea. I just want to ride a natural wave,” adds Ryu Nakamura, a leading Japanese surfer, referring to the way climate change is making weather conditions more extreme and violent.

Close to a third of the 4,000 people questioned said they were being forced to alter the way they conduct sporting activities due to environmental concerns, according to the sport and environment survey conducted by the Global Sports Alliance, an international organization supported by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

Many are resorting to the use of higher factor sun creams and wearing long-sleeve shirts to counter what they claim is a higher risk of sunburn, while others are leaving inner-city sports grounds for the cleaner air of the countryside to avoid the impact of smog and other forms of pollution, the survey found. Worries about chemicals in food and their health impacts are also high on the list of concerns. A significant number of those polled said they were turning to “natural, organic, foods whenever possible.”

The survey included people aged mainly between 10 and 29 years-old for whom sports is a passionate hobby, as well as professional players, coaches, sports manufacturers, operators of sports facilities and associations. While most respondents came from Japan, there were also responses from Europe, North America and Africa.

“Sport and the environment are inextricably linked,” Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director said. “Pollution of the air, the land and waterways can have an impact on the enjoyment and performance of amateur and professional athletes alike. Smog, the result of traffic and other fumes, can make it harder to breathe, which is especially damaging for people like asthmatics.

“Chemicals used in and around play areas may also carry risks. Contaminated coasts and freshwaters may cause ill health for sports people such as surfers and water sports enthusiasts,” Mr. Toepfer added.
* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon

           Our guest at today’s briefing will be Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Human  Rights Defenders, and she’ll be here to talk to you about the report that she is giving to the General Assembly’s Third Committee.

           **Security Council-Côte d’Ivoire

           The Security Council unanimously approved a resolution extending the mandate of the UN special political  mission in Côte d'Ivoire until 4 February next year.

           In that resolution, the Council also requested the Secretary-General to report to the Council by 10 January on  the mission’s efforts to facilitate peace and stability in Côte d’Ivoire, including how those efforts might be improved and,  in particular, the possible reinforcement of the UN presence in that country.

           **Security Council-Mine Action

           The Security Council then went into an open meeting on “The Importance of Mine Action for Peacekeeping Operations”.

           The Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guehenno, briefed on the subject,

     saying that mine action is a dynamic component of peacekeeping operations that contributes to the way the United Nations plans operations and conducts its work.

           He cited some examples of ways mine action has contributed to peace operations in areas ranging from

     enabling the safe deployment of peacekeeping operations in places like the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to  Ethiopia and Eritrea and Lebanon, to building confidence between opposing parties in the Sudan.

           Guehenno said it was appropriate that the discussion was taking placing under the Council Presidency of

     Angola, one of the world’s most severely-mined countries.

           He also noted that the Security Council had just had a first hand experience visiting the UN Mine Action

     Service, which manages, in Afghanistan, the world’s largest mine action programme.

           All Council members are signed up to speak during the meeting.

           **Press Conference

           On that subject, we’ll have at, 12:45 in this room, Ambassador Martin Dahinden of Switzerland and Mr.

     Guehenno, to talk to you about the activities of the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining.

           **Security Council Yesterday

           The Security Council yesterday heard a briefing in closed consultations from Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, the Chair of the Sanctions Committee dealing with Al-Qaeda and the Taliban.  He informed Council members about his recent travels to Afghanistan, the United Arab Emirates, Singapore, Indonesia and Germany.  During those  travels, he tried to push for support for implementing and reporting on follow-up to the Al Qaeda and Taliban sanctions.

           Speaking to reporters after the consultations, Muñoz noted the continuing challenges in dealing with Al Qaeda and the Taliban.  He said that his Committee’s consolidated list of individuals and entities associated with those organizations boasts only 372 names –- compared to some 4,000 individuals, who have been arrested worldwide in recent years for their links with those groups.

           Muñoz also urged nations to submit reports on their implementation of the Council resolutions on Al Qaeda and the Taliban.  So far, only 84 States have submitted such reports.

           **Secretary-General in Bolivia

           The Secretary-General is in Bolivia, where today he attended a ceremony with the Mayor of La Paz, following  which he met with the heads of the UN agencies and UN staff members.

           After that, he had a meeting with President Carlos Mesa.  As we speak, they are holding a joint press

     encounter at the Presidential Palace.

           This afternoon, the Secretary-General will attend a working lunch with the President and his Cabinet, and he will also address Bolivia’s National Congress and will go on to meet with some 30 indigenous leaders from all over the country.  In the evening, he will fly to Santa Cruz, the site of the Ibero-American Summit.

           Yesterday evening, the Secretary-General flew to Bolivia, where he was met by Foreign Minister Juan Ignacio Siles.  He landed in the city of El Alto, which was the centre of last month’s protests against the Government, during  which at least 70 demonstrators died in clashes with security forces.

           In his remarks at the welcoming ceremony, the Secretary-General said that he knew the past weeks had not

     been easy for Bolivians, but it was heartening to know that they had resolved their differences through constitutional  means.  He underlined the need to work for reconciliation and justice and added:  “To address the very serious social and economic problems confronting your country, it is important to work to strengthen your democratic institutions,  while upholding the rule of law.”

           Before arriving in Bolivia, the Secretary-General travelled to Machu Picchu in Peru, where he spoke of the

     enormous contributions of indigenous peoples to human civilization and also called attention to the fact that these  communities suffer prejudice, poverty, disease, and even the threat of extinction.

           In a separate programme, Nane Annan this afternoon will visit a UNDP-supported project in La Paz which

     provides employment for recovering drug addicts, alcoholics and victims of domestic abuse.

           **Afghanistan

           Lakhdar Brahimi, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, responded to the Tuesday bomb attack  that damaged the UN compound in Kandahar, by voicing his concern for the Afghan student, who was injured in the attack, and by affirming that the UN role in the country is to help the Afghan people.

           “We did not in the past”, he said, “and do not now, have any agenda for or against anybody. Our only agenda  has been and remains to help the people of Afghanistan establish peace and stability and reconstruction.”

           He appealed to the Government of Afghanistan to provide more security for the United Nations, so that it can  “continue to provide the services that we can give to the people of Afghanistan”.

           In addition to the student who was hospitalized after the blast, one local guard and one local staff member

     working for the UN Mission in Afghanistansuffered injuries, while the compounds near the blast all suffered extensive  physical damage.

           The UN Mission confirmed that, as a routine part of the investigation into the attack, three local security

     guards have been arrested and are being questioned.

           We have more details in today’s press briefing notes from Kabul.

           **Afghanistan Report

           The written report of the Security Council mission to Afghanistan is out as a document today.

           As you recall, Ambassador Gunter Pleuger of Germany already briefed the Security Council on the main

     points of the mission report on Tuesday.

           **MINURSO

           Alvaro de Soto, Special Representative of the Secretary General for Western Sahara, is in Rabat, Morocco, to meet with Moroccan officials.

           Mr. de Soto will be meeting subsequently with the leadership of the POLISARIO in Rabouni, and Algerian and  Mauritanian officials in Algiers and Nouakchott as part of his first tour of the region.

           **DRC/Egeland

           Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland is continuing his trip to the Democratic

     Republic of the Congo.  Today, he travelled to Kindu and Bukavu in the eastern part of the country, where he met with  the governor of the province, whom he urged to continue efforts to end human rights abuses and violations against  civilians.  The governor assured Egeland that he would work to this end.

           He was also able to meet with local humanitarian workers, as well as the personnel from the UN

     peacekeeping mission in the DRC.  They informed him that access around the town of Kindu -- which had been cut off for several years -- is now becoming easier.  However, as they move outside the town, they are finding large-scale humanitarian needs.

           Speaking to reporters yesterday afternoon in Kinshasa, Egeland reaffirmed the moral obligation of the

     international community to assist the vulnerable people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           He also called on the authorities in the country to comply with the agreements already signed, in order to

     bring about the much needed peace and respect for human rights that the Congo has long sought.  He added that the authorities must ensure the protection of the civilian population and underscored the need for more access to the vulnerable in conflict areas.

           More information is available upstairs.

           I see Hina Jilani has just joined us.  We’ll be getting to you in just a moment.  Welcome.

           **Liberia

           On Liberia, we have upstairs a near-verbatim transcript of the latest press briefing by the UN Mission in

     Liberia, during which the new Police Commissioner was introduced.

           Police Commissioner Mark Kroeker says the purpose of the UN Civilian Police Unit is not to be the police, but   to develop the police of Liberia.

           **Central African Republic

           From the Central African Republic, UN agencies there are warning that the country could experience an acute food crisis by February or March if no action is taken now.

           According to the local representative of the Food and Agricultural Organization, the people of the CAR, the  majority of whom are farmers, had to eat their seed supplies before fleeing an armed rebellion in the country from October 2002 until 15 March this year.  A large number of people also remain displaced, both internally and in  neighbouring Chad.

           In April of 2003, the UN launched a Flash Appeal to mobilize sufficient resources to meet the enormous needs of the 2.2 million inhabitants of CAR’s rural areas.  To date, just 20 per cent of the $9 million required under the Flash Appeal has been received, and all of those contributions are for food aid.

           UN humanitarian agencies fear that a failure to address humanitarian needs in other sectors like health and

     agriculture will jeopardize the consolidation of peace in the CAR.  A new consolidated appeal for this country is expected to be launched next week in Geneva.

           We have more in a press release.

           **Timor-Leste

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Timor-Leste, Kamalesh Sharma, today spoke at the start of a two-day conference on transparency and accountability that is taking place in Dili.  He called for sustained attention against corruption as an essential step for the country’s development.  We have more details about the  conference, which the Timorese Government is organizing with support from the UN Mission in that country and from the UN Development Programme.  We have that, in a press release, upstairs.

           That’s all I have for you.  Anything before we go to Ms. Jilani? Yes.

           Questions and Answers

           Question: I’ve been noticing reports that the United States, the Bush Administration, is reconsidering its

     strategy in Iraq, is considering a lot of the proposals that the Secretary-General supported —- a more rapid move toward a more provisional government, a [inaudible] constitutional process.  Are these, I mean, is there any reaction of what the Secretary-General feels about these changes?  And, also, does this at all change the whole question about  the United Nations’ willingness to go back at all?  These are things the Secretary-General had believed were essential for security to improve.  Does this change the nature of discussions here in New York about the willingness to go back  to Iraq?

           Spokesman:  On your first question, the Secretary-General’s views on what he felt should be done in Iraq were  given to members of the Security Council.  They haven’t changed.  And to the extent that the United States is moving  in that direction, I think he’s gratified and feels it will be better for everyone involved in Iraq, as well as for the Iraqis  themselves.

           As for whether it will have an impact on the return of United Nations international staff to Iraq, I think that’s  primarily a security issue.  Should there be an improvement in security as a result of a change of approach, I think he  would be more willing to consider sending his people back in.  But, of course, these matters are currently under discussion in Cyprus, and the outcome of those discussions will not be in until this weekend.  So, I don’t think you’ll see him making any sudden decisions on this subject.

           Question:  You said there were 84 countries on the Al Qaeda, Taliban [inaudible].  Is that out of all the… how  many all together are you looking for? [Inaudible]

           Spokesman:  One hundred ninety one members of the UN, 84 out of 191.

           Question:  Is there some reason Michele isn’t here today?  We were looking for an update on the vote on the children, the Israeli/child resolution.  At least I was.

           Spokesman:  I would have to ask you to contact the President’s Office.  As she said yesterday, she was

     going to be away until Monday, and there’s only one spokesperson assigned to the President.  Some of us think  there’s justification for two.  Maybe we’ll be putting forward that proposal soon.

           Question:  How correct is it to understand from Colin’s question that the United Nations would not

     automatically return to Iraq if some sort of transition of authority were to occur.  Also, on the security concerns, what  measures will be taken to insulate the decision-making process in the United Nations from the

     political pressure from outside the United Nations, from Member States, which was [inaudible] a main contributor to  the poor decisions that were made.

           Spokesman:  On your first question, the Security Council has given the United Nations a mandate on Iraq. 

     The security situation there does not, at the moment, permit us to move aggressively to implement that mandate.  At  the moment, we have no international staff in Baghdad.  So, we’re awaiting a comprehensive review of our approach to our work in Iraq, which is being undertaken during these talks, going on currently in Cyprus, and which will end on  Saturday.  Your second question was what?

           Question:  It’s more [inaudible] about the clause in 1511, I guess.  As the Secretary-General determines the

     return of United Nations staff, how can that be insulated from the political pressure from Member States?

           Spokesman:  That phrase merely recognizes the Secretary-General’s primary responsibility for the security of  his staff everywhere in the world.  And, therefore, reaffirms his right to put people in or take people out according to his assessment of the security situation.  And I think he will make that assessment on the basis of security matters alone –- well, I can’t say exactly alone because in the past, not just in Iraq, there has been exception where overwhelming,  overriding political considerations have prompted him and his predecessors to retain a small number of staff in a  conflict area, where they felt the risks were permissible.  So, that’s I think the best I can do on that.

           Question:  What’s the main purpose of Brahimi’s visit to Japan, UK and France?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have anything on that.  Check with me after the briefing.

           [Later, the Spokesman said Mr. Brahimi would depart tomorrow, 14 November, for a two-week trip to Japan,

     where he would deliver a keynote speech, followed by a trip to the United Kingdom and two stops in France, in Paris  and Nice.]

           Question:  I understand that Mr. Brahimi has called on the Government of Afghanistan to provide more security  for the United Nations compound.  Is the Secretary-General concerned about possible additional attacks on the United  Nations?  Can he make alternative arrangements for security to be provided for UN headquarters?  After all, there is an  international security force present in the country.

           Spokesman:  Well, the responsibility, the primary responsibility for security belongs to the host country, and that’s why Mr. Brahimi addressed himself to the Government.  Is the Secretary-General ready to bring in private security guards in Afghanistan?  No.  Are there other ways we could do business in places like Iraq and Afghanistan to lower the threat level to our staff? Maybe.  And that’s one of the things they are looking at in Cyprus.

           Question:  Can you confirm that the actress Catherine Deneuve has resigned from her Goodwill Ambassador  post at UNESCO?  Have you heard that at all?

           Spokesman:  No, I haven’t.  Check with UNESCO, or we’ll help you do that after the briefing.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "MethylBromide" ��Reuters - U.S., Ozone Experts Argue Over Methyl Bromide Ban� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protocol" ��Xinhua - International meeting on Montreal Protocol opens in Kenya�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Le Soleil - COUCHE D> '> OZONE : Des experts planchent à Nairobi�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Chemicals" ��Africa News - Trade in Dangerous Chemicals Exposed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sportsmen" ��PANA - Environmental changes worry sportsmen and women�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��ENN - Sports Men and Women Call for Action on Air Pollution and Urge More Eco-Friendly Sports Equipment� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecowatch" ��ENN - United Media Communications Group Joins Forces With UNEP on 'EcoWatch' TV Series�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Diplomacy" ��ENS - Europe Puts Muscle Behind Green Diplomacy Network� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wars" ��Australian Financial Review- The Reputation Wars�


� HYPERLINK  \l "World" ��Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA) - What in the world�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Zone" ��AFP - La création d'une zone tampon est indispensable�
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Japan Today - Environment bible*


UN News Centre - Effects of global warming worrying sportsmen, UN-backed report says*


China View -  Four Countries receive outstanding national unit awards *
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