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Xinhua News Agency

HONG KONG TO HOST UN ENVIRONMENTAL MEETING ON TOXIC SUBSTANCES 

Hong Kong, 12 October: A regional meeting of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is

      expected to be held at Hong Kong Baptist University next week to set priorities in enhancing environment

      protection in central and northeast Asia, a government press release said Saturday 12 October . 

      At the meeting, a draft regional report for the global project on "Regionally Based Assessment of ersistent Toxic Substances" will be presented to environmental ministers, scientists and representatives from non-government organizations and industry from the region. Persistent Toxic Substances are endocrine disrupters posing adverse effects such as reproductive disorders, developmental deformities, and cancer in both humans and wildlife. 

The three-day will discuss 18 substances, such as Aldrin, DDT and Dioxins identified for the region and      consider the capacity and needs of governments in the region to manage them. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Miami Herald

GENEVA -- Four illegally imported gorillas are to be confiscated from a Malaysian zoo following an

      investigation, the UN Environment Program (UNEP) said on Friday. 

A probe by the secretariat of the Convention on Illegal Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) revealed that      the four baby gorillas imported from Nigeria had not been born in captivity as asserted, the agency said.      "Gorillas are such an endangered species that criminal trafficking can have an impact on their future," said      Willem Wijnstekers, of the CITES convention.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

October 11, 2002 Friday 

 Malaysia to confiscate illegally imported gorillas 

      Four illegally imported gorillas are to be confiscated from a Malaysian zoo following an investigation, the UN

      Environment Programme (UNEP) said on Friday. 

      A probe by the secretariat of the Convention on Illegal Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) revealed that

      the four baby gorillas imported from Nigeria had not been born in captivity as claimed, the UNEP statement

      said. "Gorillas are such an endangered species that criminal trafficking can have an impact on their future,"

      said Willem Wijnstekers, secretary general of the CITES convention. 

      Wijnstekers called on governments around the world to "strengthen their controls" on illegal trade in

      endangered species. 

      Tip-offs from several sources led to the CITES investigation into the four gorillas, imported by Malaysia's

      Taiping Zoo accompanied by falsified documents. 

      The 160 member-countries of the CITES convention, which came into force in 1973, are set to meet in Chili

      in November to discuss ways to improve enforcement of trade bans on rhinoceroses, tigers, Tibetan

      antelope and other endangered species.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

AFX News Limited   

EU calls for UN Environment Programme to be given observer status in WTO talks 

The European Union has proposed to the World Trade Organisation that the UN Environment Programme

      and other environmental bodies be given observer status at multilateral trade talks, the EU's mission at the

      WTO said Friday. 

          It said UNEP and a number of bodies responsible for implementing multilateral environmental agreements - such as the 1989 Basel Convention on cross-border waste, the 1987 Montreal Protocol on protecting the ozone layer and the 1973 Washington Convention on endangered species -- should be admitted on an ad-hoc basis until their permanent observer status can be arranged. 

 According to the EU mission the measure would be necessary because "trade talks are under way that

      could affect their future." It would also be "in the spirit of Johannesburg," it said, referring to the Earth

      Summit. 

The WTO's special group on trade negotiations and the environment, which is part of the Doha trade

      talks, is meeting Thursday and Friday.  Negotiators are to examine the relationship between the WTO's trade rules and those laid down in the various multilateral agreements on the environment.   Western countries want the relationship laid down clearly, while many countries in the developing world fear a "green protectionism" that would deny them market access on environmental grounds.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

October 14, 2002 

Insuring it ends in a flood of tears: Debate Jeremy Leggett 

The unravelling of Anglo-Saxon style capitalism has continued in recent weeks with the realisation that the

      insurance industry's core business doesn't work. 

      Competitive paring of rates by insurers to attract premium income, par for the course for years, has meant

      that even a mild crop of disasters can render insurance unprofitable. This was acceptable as long as

      investment returns could compensate. Now, with the demise of the bull market and consequent withering of

      investment returns, they can't. All this is playing out on a stage that is largely ignoring the risk of global

      warming. But as the United Nations environment programme pointed out in a report this week, this danger is

      real and present. 

      As long ago as 1993, I listened to a director of Lloyd's of London warn that enhancing the greenhouse effect

      could bankrupt not just Lloyd's but the entire global insurance industry. By 1995, I had also heard industry

      leaders warn of a greenhouse-triggered global insurance crash. In 1997, the world's largest reinsurance

      company, Munich Re, went further still. It warned that the ripple effects from such a crash could topple

      global capital markets. 

      The insurance industry takes well over a trillion dollars in annual premiums. Much of this income is invested.

      Several hundred billion dollars are retained for property catastrophe losses, which mainly involve earthquakes

      and climatic disasters. Although losses in recent years have been unprecedented, they have not exceeded a

      quarter of the reserve pot in any one year. But in a warming world, disasters are likely to be more numerous,

      and more intense. And to date, amazingly, no climate catastrophe has hit a city in a developed country. 

      The worst-case scenario for insurers works like this. The dice finally roll unkindly. A full-blown hurricane hits  New York, say. A drought-related wildfire sweeps into Los Angeles. It would take only a few catastrophe

      like these to drain the industry's reserves. A machine-gun volley of smaller catastrophes could have the

      same effect. 

      Even on current bullet-dodging trends, one of the industry's most eminent climate experts, Andrew

      Dlugolecki, has warned that, in a world doing nothing about greenhouse gas emissions, net wealth

      destruction will exceed net wealth creation by 2065. 

      What has the insurance industry done about this threat to its profitability and indeed survival? Virtually

      nothing. Not a single full-time lobbyist has been deployed. The fossil-fuel industries deploy hundreds. Some

      companies joined an initiative set up by the United Nations environment programme. Despite UNEP's best

      efforts, it has become a mere talking shop. Only a few companies have instigated unilateral initiatives. 

      The insurance industry is at its most dysfunctional when it comes to investment. Most of the climate-risk

      whistleblowers come from underwriting departments. They are people who understand risk. The investment

      departments, meanwhile, behave as though global warming has no price implications. They invest much of

      their vast income in energy, mainly in fossil fuels - which is of course the primary source of greenhouse gas

      emissions. 

      I have been saying this situ ation cannot last since 1993. I still believe it cannot last. But the collective

      irresponsibility of the insurance industry now beggars belief. 

      Of course, the industry could begin the process of risk abatement belatedly by serious investment in

      renewable energy. But increasingly the insurance industry is reminiscent of the Bismark. Hit by a few shells

      from the collapse of the bull market, the ship is ablaze already, without much of a rudder. Global warming

      could provide the salvoes that sink it at any time, now. 

      Jeremy Leggett is associate fellow at Oxford University's environmental change unit and chief executive

      officer of Solar Century, the UK's largest solar electric power company. His 10-year history of global

      warming, The Carbon War, is available via www.carbonwar.com

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse 

11 October 2002

PHILIPPINE COAL POWER PLANTS VOW ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 

      Coal-fired power plant companies in the country vowed Wednesday to comply with all existing environmental laws and presented a manifesto of compliance and commitment to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

      In rites held at the Sulo Hotel in Quezon City, Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Heherson

      Alvarez and Energy Secretary Vicente Perez Jr. received on behalf of the President, the Coal-Fired Thermal Power Plants (CFTPPs) group's commitment for "continuing compliance with all applicable environmental  rules, regulations and policies." 

      "We welcome this initiative from the coal power plants as an assurance that they work hand in hand with

      government in ensuring a healthy environment for our people," Alvares said. "Cleaning up the environment is a formidable task and the Department cannot do this alone. We need the concerted efforts of all sectors to address the problems of pollution," Alvarez stressed. 

      In their letter to President Arroyo, Mirant Philippines Corp. president and CEO Edgardo A. Bautista; Napocor OIC-president and CEO Roland S. Quilala; Quezon Power Co. general manager Burt Lucarelli; and Salcon Power Corp. president Dennis T. Villareal assured President Arroyo they are complying and will continue to comply with the law. 

      With them were the plant managers of coal-fired power plants in Calaca, Masinloc, Naga, Pagbilao, Quezon (Mauban), Sual and Toledo. 

      They claimed they are in compliance with the Philippine Environmental Impact Statement System, the

      Philippine Clean Air Act, DENR Effluent Regulations, Toxic and Hazardous Waste Act of 1990, Ecological Solid Waste Management Act and other permit requirements. 

      "We remain committed to being good stewards of the environment and to the development of our host

      communities. We are declaring our commitment to Her Excellency, not only to maintain our compliance with  the country's environmental standards, but also to continuously improve our environmental performance

      towards sustainable development," they said. 

      The group said they will also ensure complete transparency of their operations and will disclose their

      environmental performance through "participative and pro-active environmental monitoring" of their facilities by the established Multipartite Monitoring Teams (MMT) in each plant. 

      Earlier, Alvarez, who was one of the principal authors of the Clean Air Act, revoked the environmental

      compliance certificate (ECC) for the proposed 50-megawatt Pulupandan coal-fired power plant in Negros

      Occidental, a decision hailed by residents and environmental advocates. 

      He pointed out, however, that while the DENR recognizes the perceived dangers of coal power plants, it

      cannot outright revoke the permits of all power plants because the country's power supply depends much on the plants. 

      He said the DENR will seek a gradual shift in the country's source of energy. 

      The Arroyo administration, in fact, has begun the program for clean energy sources with the

      3,600-megawatt Malampaya Deep Water Gas to Power Project, off the coast of Palawan. 

      At the recent World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa, the project on the "World Business Summit Award for Sustainable Development Partnerships" sponsored by the United     Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), besting more than 120 entries from 37 countries.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde

Les catastrophes naturelles coûtent 150 milliards de dollars par an
"Trop peu d'institutions financières, notamment parmi les banques, les caisses de retraite et les compagnies d'assurance, prennent au sérieux les risques associés au changement climatique." Cet avertissement a été formulé mardi 8 octobre par les institutions financières du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), à l'occasion de la présentation d'un rapport sur ce thème. Intitulé  Climate change and the financial services industry ,ce document a été réalisé par Innovest, une agence de notation américaine à partir d'études réalisées par des assureurs ou réassureurs comme Swiss Re et le britannique CGNU.

Le constat est alarmant : "Les pertes économiques consécutives à des catastrophes naturelles, avec ou sans lien avec le changement climatique, doublent tous les dix ans et pourraient approcher les 150 milliards de dollars (152,07 milliards d'euros) par an dans la prochaine décennie si rien ne vient infléchir la tendance actuelle." Les experts prévoient une recrudescence des phénomènes météorologiques extrêmes de plus en plus graves, conséquence du changement climatique lié aux activités humaines.

Personne n'est à l'abri de cette dégradation. Ainsi, par exemple, dans des zones fortement exposées, "les particuliers propriétaires de leur habitation et les investisseurs dans l'immobilier pourraient voir leurs assurances résiliées avec un court préavis et se retrouver sans couverture".

A terme, les conséquences économiques de ces phénomènes " pourraient ruiner les marchés boursiers et les places financières du monde", prédit le rapport. L'accélération de ces aléas, " associés à la menace d'une instabilité sociale, pourrait exercer des pressions considérables sur les assureurs, les réassureurs et les banques au point d'écorner leur rentabilité, voire de les acculer à la faillite".

Pourtant la plupart des acteurs financiers " ne sont pas conscients du problème du changement climatique ou bien ont opté pour une politique attentiste". Seule une "poignée de sociétés s'intéresse au problème".

Le décalage entre cette perspective et la perception qu'en ont les financiers provient du manque d'information claire sur les causes du réchauffement de la planète et sur les moyens de l'endiguer. Les premiers responsables sont les Etats en raison des désaccords sur l'application du protocole de Kyoto, destiné à réduire les gaz à effet de serre. A cela s'ajoute un manque d'information sur les émissions de carbone et des retards dans l'instauration de la réglementation de nouveaux instruments financiers destinés à réguler ces effluves.

"Ce rapport est un appel à se réveiller lancé à la communauté financière mondiale", insiste Klaus Toepfer, directeur exécutif du PNUE en préconisant l'application des mécanismes de marchés rendus possibles suite aux accords de Kyoto et "aussi en imaginant ses propres solutions". Si les industriels doivent réduire leurs rejets dans l'atmosphère, les financiers doivent les aider en proposant des solutions. Parmi les pistes évoquées, figurent une participation au marché des permis d'émission des gaz, dont le montant devrait s'élever à 2 milliards de dollars d'ici à 2012, et un financement des énergies propres qui pourrait atteindre 1,9 milliard de dollars d'ici à 2020.

Assureurs et réassureurs doivent prendre davantage en compte ces aléas climatiques dans leurs contrats et " instaurer des partenariats public-privés dans les domaines à risques élevés afin de maintenir la couverture" des assurés. Concernant les banques commerciales, les experts estiment qu'elles doivent "assortir d'incitations les projets qui encouragent l'efficacité énergétique ou les combustibles plus propres". Enfin, il est recommandé aux gouvernements de travailler "avec les autorités de contrôle des marchés boursiers pour faire mieux comprendre les impacts du réchauffement planétaire sur les entreprises cotées en Bourse".

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Getting Shifty 

By Nick Schulz

For ideologues, when arguments are unpersuasive, you don't conclude your position is flawed. You just change your arguments. 

Consider environmental activists and global warming. Greens have been saying for years that the emission of greenhouse gases due to the burning of fossil fuels - the lifeblood of our modern technological and industrial economy - is contributing to global warming. Therefore, we must reduce greenhouse gas emissions for the health of the planet. (They continue this assertion even though climate models don't demonstrate significant warming attributable to the burning of fossil fuels, but that's a debate for another day.) 

Many honest environmentalists at least acknowledged that reducing emissions would prove very costly for the global economy. When Al Gore signed the Kyoto Protocol - the UN-backed initiative to reduce global greenhouse emissions - he said Kyoto was a plan that "couples ambitious environmental targets with flexible market mechanisms to [reduce greenhouse gases] at the lowest possible cost" (emphasis added). The former Vice President was mindful of the economic costs of restricting energy use. But he argued it would be worth it if it ensured a healthier planet. 

Those traditional arguments proved unpersuasive. The United States Senate voted 95-0 to reject Kyoto. And President George W. Bush - pointing to the inconclusive science of global warming and the cost of the Kyoto Protocol - rejected Kyoto as "fatally flawed" and advocated rethinking climate change regulations altogether. 

In effect, greens lost the argument over Kyoto. But rather than concede, they are now shifting their arguments. 

'Economic Perils' 

Witness a new report from the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). The report says that failure to ratify the Kyoto Protocol - not Kyoto itself - will be enormously economically costly. The report states that "the increasing frequency of severe climatic events [due to global warming] has the potential to stress insurers, reinsurers and banks to the point of impaired viability or even insolvency." 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director, said "This report is a wake up call for the global financial community. It highlights the real risks and economic perils they are facing as a result of human-influenced climate change." 

See, Kyoto isn't costly. It's inaction that is expensive. The report then advocates energy suppression measures such as Kyoto and others to avoid economic (not environmental) catastrophe. 

Once upon a time, greens admitted Kyoto would be costly. Now they are saying 'no Kyoto' is costly. One of these two positions must be correct. So is the UNEP report onto something? 

Not likely. The noted MIT climatologist Richard Lindzen pointed out recently at a Capitol Hill briefing that there is no evidence to suggest that global warming would lead to, among other things, increased frequency or intensity of storms. Indeed, current environmental understanding would suggest just the opposite, since on a warmer planet the gradient of sea surface temperature between the tropics and extra-tropics would be reduced, thus reducing storminess. 

Furthermore the Third Assessment Report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change recently pointed out that, "For some other extreme phenomena, many of which may have important impacts on the environment and society, there is currently insufficient information to assess recent trends, and confidence in models and understanding is inadequate to make firm projections. In particular, very small-scale phenomena such as thunderstorms, tornadoes, hail, and lightning are not simulated in global models. Insufficient analysis has occurred of how extra-tropical cyclones may change." 

Either implementing Kyoto will cost a lot of money or not implementing Kyoto will cost a lot of money. Once environmentalists figure out which of these they believe to be the case, then our debate over environmental science and regulation might begin to make some sense. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Vietnam's endangered dugongs dwindle  further 

Friday, October 11, 2002

HANOI — Vietnam's dwindling population of dugongs has been further reduced, with  at least six of the whiskered sea mammals killed by fishers over the past month,  according to official media reports. 

In the latest incident, a dugong was caught on Monday, near Phu Quoc Island, off  Vietnam's southern coastal province of Kien Giang, the People's Army newspaper  reported on Thursday. 

Like five others caught in Vietnam's seas in the past month, it was killed. Dugong  meat has been offered for sale in local markets. 

                 Nick Cox, a dugong specialist at Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) in Hanoi, said on  Thursday that Vietnam

                 is estimated to have about 10 of the mammals the southern  islands of Con Dao and Vung Tau and a 

                 population in the northern province of  Quang Ninh. 

\He said the conservation group plans to launch a program to protect the animals that will include educating fishers. He said that since 1997, 10 dugongs have been  killed in Con Dao. 

The United Nations says the animals could become extinct within 25 years. 

The U.N. Environment Program says the dugong population has been devastated by  pollution, coastal development, fishing nets, and trophy hunting in recent years,  leaving an estimated 1,000 to 2,000 worldwide. Only a few hundred are believed to  live in Southeast Asia. 

Rarely seen, the animal, which lives in coastal areas in the tropics and subtropics,  grazes on seagrass and weighs up to about 330 pounds (150 kg). 

 In the past it was often mistaken by sailors for a mermaid. 

Experts have called for the creation of dugong sanctuaries and the reduction of  pollutants that destroy seagrass. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ ENS

Iberian Lynx Tops New IUCN Threatened Species List 

GLAND, Switzerland, October 11, 2002 (ENS) - The Iberian lynx is close to becoming the first wild cat species to go extinct for 2,000 years, according to an updated Red List of Threatened Species published by IUCN-The World Conservation Union. 

The status of the lynx, the Saiga antelope, and the wild Bactrian camel have changed from "endangered" to "critically endangered" since the release of the last edition of the Red List in September 2000. Two endemic Mexican cactus species have been declared extinct in the wild. 

The organization lists species as belonging to one of three categories of extinction threat - critically endangered, endangered, or vulnerable. 

                                                          Iberian lynx (Photo credit unknown)

More than 400 new  species assessments have been included on the updated Red List,  one of the key reference                                                          points used to determine the status of the Earth's biodiversity. Of the  newly assessed species, 124 have been placed in one of the threatened categories. 

There are now 11,167 species threatened with extinction, an increase of 121  since 2000. 

  Since 2000, two species previously assessed as extinct have been rediscovered - the Lord Howe Island stick insect, (Dryococelus australis) and the Bavarian pine vole (Microtus bavaricus). 

IUCN Director General Achim Steiner says, "On the Red List, all species are treated with equal importance - the humble Bavarian pine vole stands alongside the African rhino. It provides the international benchmark to help guide effective biodiversity conservation, and IUCN calls on the international community to use it to advance efforts at all levels." 

The revised Red List shows critically endangered mammals have increased from 169 to 180, with the sharpest rise in mammal species seen among primates with those recorded as critically endangered increasing from 13 to 19. 

One of the most endangered mammals, the Iberian lynx inhabits Mediterranean woodland and maquis thicket in Spain and Portugal. Habitat fragmentation by agricultural and industrial development has limited the lynx                      to scattered groups in the southwestern part of the Iberian peninsula. 

The IUCN points to the introduction of myxomatosis, a type of pox virus to which rabbits are susceptible, to control the abundant rabbit population in Europe, as a factor in the lynx's disappearance, as the rabbit is the lynx's principal prey. 

In an attempt to maintain the lynx population, conservationists are breeding and releasing rabbits, says the IUCN, while the wild rabbit population is developing a natural immunity to myxomatosis. 

Lynx are injured by being caught in snares set for rabbits, and killed accidentally by speeding vehicles on the expanding road network, and by illegal shooting. 

In addition, says carnivore conservation advocate Guillaume Chapron, a huge deforestation program is clearing the way for Europe’s largest dam in the Vale do Guadiana region of Portugal, the third most important nucleus for the country’s tiny Iberian lynx population - between 43 to 53 individuals. 

"More than one million trees are now being felled to make way for the dam,"  Chapron says. "The majority of these are old-growth holm and cork oaks, favored by female lynx for raising young." 

Saiga antelope (Photo © Anna Lushchekina courtesy IUCN)

Previously assessed as conservation dependent, the Saiga antelope is now listed as critically endangered.

Nomadic herds roam the open  dry steppe grasslands and semi-arid deserts of CentralAsia. 

Poaching for meat and for export of horns used in traditional medicine has caused the population crash, the IUCN says. In 1993 the total population was estimated at over one million. By 2000 this had decreased to less than 200,000.  Surveys for 2001-2002 indicate that less than 50,000 animals now remain in the wild. 

Assessed as endangered in 1996, the wild Bactrian camel of China and  Mongolia is now considered critically endangered. It is hunted for sport and  as a competitor to domestic camels and livestock for water and grazing. Wild camel habitat is being lost through legal and illegal mining, and hybridization with domestic camels is also a threat to the wild species. 

The Ethiopian water mouse (Nilopegamys plumbeus) enters the list as critically endangered. Only one mouse has ever been found, near the source of the Little Abbai, a tributary of the Blue Nile in northwestern Ethiopia. Its habitat may be overgrazed by livestock, the IUCN says. 

Only recently redefined as separate species, the slender-billed vulture (Gyps tenuirostris) and Indian vulture (G. indicus) are classified as critically endangered on the updated Red List. Across the Indian subcontinent, they                      have suffered "extremely rapid population declines," the IUCN says, due to disease, poisoning, pesticide use and changes in the processing of dead livestock. 

The tiger tail seahorse (Hippocampus comes) (Photo courtesy Les Pensionnairs)

 One of the most commonly  traded seahorses, prized for ornamental display, is now classified a vulnerable to                                                   extinction. The tiger tail seahorse (Hippocampus comes), is targeted by fishers for sale into the medicinal and                                                     aquarium markets. It is also accidentally caught as bycatch in other fisheries and suffers from habitat     degradation. 

In 2000, there were 5,611 plants assessed as threatened, the IUCN says. With the addition of Mexican and Brazilian cactus assessments, the figure is now  5,714, but there is much "catching up" to do in plant assessments. 

Only about four percent of the world's described plants have been evaluated, so "the true percentage of threatened plant species is much higher," the IUCN warns. 

Most of the plant species listed are trees, since these have been relatively thoroughly assessed. 

As in 2000, Indonesia, India, Brazil and China are among the countries with the most threatened mammals and birds, while plant species are declining rapidly in South and Central America, Central and West Africa, and Southeast Asia. 

"Habitat loss and degradation affect 89 percent of all threatened birds, 83 percent of mammals, and 91 percent of threatened plants assessed," the IUCN  states. 

Lowland and mountain tropical rainforest habitat has the highest number of threatened mammals and birds. Freshwater habitats are "extremely vulnerable" with many threatened fish, reptile, amphibian and invertebrate species. 

The 2002 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species is the first of what will be an annual update of the Red List database which is housed on its own, searchable website www.redlist.org. The figures will change annually as new species assessments are included, currently listed species are re-assessed,  and species undergo taxonomic revisions. 

A major analysis of the Red List will be conducted approximately every four  years with the next one due in 2004.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Plea to protect east  European birds

               On guard: An imperial eagle guards its chick

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Rare bird species in 10 central and eastern European countries are at risk because the areas where they live

               lack protection, ornithologists say. 

               The warning comes from BirdLife International, which  says 94% of rare forest bird sites are unprotected. 

               Species including storks, eagles, woodpeckers and  flycatchers live and breed in the unprotected areas. 

               BirdLife says the forestry industry and governments share the responsibility of protecting the threatened

               birds. 

               The 10 countries are all candidates for membership of  the European Union, and are known as the EU accession

               countries. 

               They are Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia

               and Slovenia. 

               Cyprus and Malta, two other accession countries, are not covered by the BirdLife warning, because they lie

               outside central and eastern Europe (CEE). 

               Urgent demand 

               Harri Holtta of Birdlife said: "The CEE EU accession  countries contain approximately 4m hectares [9.9m

               acres] of forest habitat that qualifies as important bird areas. 

               "This is because of the presence of rare breeding birds.  A shocking 94% of these forest areas are unprotected. 

               "It is imperative that these forest sites are legally protected in the run-up to EU accession, both for the sake of the birds and other biodiversity that depends on them, and because it is a legal requirement of EU entry." 

               The 10 countries are crucial to several species. They shelter 42% of Europe's middle-spotted woodpeckers, 61% of its black storks, 62% of the continent's lesser spotted eagles, and 80% of its collared flycatchers. 

               BirdLife says 141 bird species of high conservation  priority are found in forest and woodland habitats in               Europe. 

               Strip-mining the woods 

               It says the main threats they face in the accession countries include logging and intensified forest  management, which can alter the mix of tree species. 

               Some birds are also vulnerable to human disturbance during their breeding seasons, especially from forestry               work. 

               One example is the Slanske Hills important bird area in Slovakia, which has not only black storks and lesser spotted eagles but seven pairs of imperial eagles as well. 

               BirdLife says this area and 18 similar ones in Slovakia are at risk from clearcut logging and associated               road building. 

               It wants the 10 countries to  designate all important  bird areas under the EU's Birds Directive. 

               Shared task 

               But it says effective conservation must spread beyond  the boundaries of formally protected areas and be       integrated into the management of all forests. 

               It says the forestry industry can help by leaving enough  old-growth trees, dead wood, bushes and other               woodland habitats in place. 

               It also wants governments to do more to encourage the  industry to act, using a mixture of legislation, law               enforcement, planning and incentives. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

MEDITERRANEAN: Tourist

Developments Threaten Local  Ecology 

With almost one-third of the world's tourist flow vacationing along the Mediterranean  coastline, some experts are warning of serious environmental consequences for the  region, the Christian Science Monitor reported yesterday.

    An explosion of environmentally unsustainable tourist developments is now threatening  the Mediterranean Sea, according to Michael Scoullos of the University of Athens.  "As  more and more of the coastline is covered in concrete, you have more flooding and worse water pollution in the adjacent sea," he says.

    U.N. Environment Program official Lucien Chabason echoes these concerns.  "If we  follow this trend, there will be no natural spaces left by the end of the century.  The whole  coast will be urbanized," he said.

    Environmental fears surrounding the developments are compounded by related  problems.  Half of the region's wastewater enters the sea untreated, causing algae blooms which suffocate local marine animals, the Monitor reports, and 600,000 tons of oil are spilled into the sea each year, mostly from illegal cleaning of oil tankers.  The  coastal waters are also threatened by a mutant Pacific seaweed, Caulerpa taxifolia,  which has expanded over the past two decades to cover more than 50 square miles of the seafloor.

    Chabason's UNEP Mediterranean Action Program, involving 20 nations, has helped to alleviate some of these dangers, resulting in a drop in untreated wastewater flows and oil spills.  The urbanization of the coastline continues, however, with emerging tourist markets in Albania, Tunisia, Turkey and elsewhere planning new developments.

    "Unfortunately, when it comes to coastal development, there are no regional protocols,  conventions and agreements.  It's considered a national issue," Chabason says.  "In  most countries, the tourism industry is very powerful, and there's very little (the  international community) can do."

    The World Wildlife Fund's Paolo Lombardi adds that overexploitation of beach areas leads to diminishing returns, as urbanized coasts bring in lower-end package tours that  offer less income to the destination countries (Colin Woodard, Christian Science Monitor,  Oct. 10).

TRADE: EU Calls   For UNEP To Be Given Observer Status In WTO Talks 

    The European Union today proposed that the U.N. Environment Program and other  environmental agencies be given observer status during World Trade Organization talks on multilateral trade talks.

    "Trade talks are under way that could affect their future," said the EU mission at the WTO.  Admitting UNEP and other environmental organizations on an ad hoc basis until  their permanent observer status can be arranged would also be "in the spirit of Johannesburg," it said in reference to the World Summit on Sustainable Development   that ended last month.  

    A WTO special group on trade negotiations and the environment is meeting today to examine the relationship between WTO trade rules and various environmental agreements.  While Western countries are pushing for this relationship to be clearly defined, many developing countries fear a "green protectionism" they say would deny  them market access on environmental grounds (AFX Press, Oct. 11).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 14, 2002

Industry Moves to Help Clean Up Toxic Wastes in Africa

allAfrica.com: Obsolete pesticide stockpiles have been identified in almost every African country. At least 50,000 tons of the outdated chemicals, as well as tens of thousands of tons of contaminated soil, have accumulated across the continent, according to estimates made by the UN Food and Agricultural Organization.  Some of these toxic waste deposits are a result of the use of pesticides that are no longer considered safe. Others were simply leftovers from donations of pesticides that were part of international assistance offered to African countries. But many of these dangerous stockpiles have been accumulating for decades, some for as long ago as 40 years. Several of the largest agricultural companies have come together in a network organized by CropLife International to help address this issue. This network, which includes BASF, Bayer Crop Science, Dow Agro-Sciences, DuPont, FMC, Monsanto, Sumitomo and Syngenta, acknowledges that some of its members' products may have ended up in these stockpiles. 

In an interview with AllAfrica's Jim Cason, Waller explained that the industry has been involved with this issue for more than a decade and is currently working in 15 African countries to help clean up obsolete stockpiles. In addition to providing financial support, industry also provides important technical support for these clean-up efforts and has established a 'Safe Use' initiative to help establish preventive measures to avoid future accumulation. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210110724.html
Kenya maintains its position against ivory trade 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya has reaffirmed its total opposition to the resumption of trade in ivory and ivory products being advocated by five southern African states. Kenya Wildlife Service's director Joseph Kioko said that Nairobi's position remains unchanged due to lack of any data on the efficiency of monitoring systems and ivory traffic in most African countries. Kenya and India, who are spearheading the total ivory ban crusade, are preparing to argue their case at the next meeting of the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) in Santiago, Chile this coming November. Currently, he said, there is a problem of slit listing because countries like South Africa have placed the elephant under Appendix II, which allows minimal trade on its products.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023511&dte=12/10/2002
China cited as leading illegal importer of Africa's ivory 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - China is the largest importer of illegal ivory in the world, most of it from Africa, a report released here Friday indicates. According to 'Save the Elephants' organisation, about 45 tonnes of ivory destined to China were seized by authorities between 1996 and the end of September 2002. In its report, titled 'The Ivory Markets of East Asia', the organisation names Cameroon, Djibouti, Ethiopia and Uganda as a group of African countries playing problematic role as frequent sources of raw ivory. 'Save the Elephants' is a Kenya- and UK-based wildlife conservation organisation. The report will form part of discussion at the forthcoming meeting of the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) in Santiago, Chile, next month.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023489&dte=11/10/2002
Kenya submits proposal to rescue apes in war-torn countries 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya plans to lobby for chimpanzees, gorillas, bonobos and orangutans trapped in war-torn countries at the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites), slated for November in Chile. The African rainforest is home to gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos, all threatened with extinction, and conservationists are concerned that populations of apes in the continent are plummeting because of the bush meat trade. Kenya has joined ranks with the UK and New Zealand to recognise the special status of apes, calling for the need to provide those orphaned with sanctuary. The proposal to Cites seeks support from member countries for a resolution that would establish a system of

rescuing dependent apes from countries at war.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng023403&dte=11/10/2002
"Acheampong" Weed is Killing Ghana

Accra Mail (Accra): Perhaps one of the greatest threats to the ecosystem and agriculture is the "Acheampong" weed known botanically as Chromolaena Odorata. It has added fuel to the annual ritual of bushfires this country has been experiencing for years. The bushfires before the weed invaded this country were not as sweeping and devastating as since the notorious weed found an abode in Ghana and changed the "vegetation". Botanists trace the Acheampong weed to the Volta River Authority (VRA), which allegedly imported it into the country and planted it under the power lines for easy clearing. Since the Acheampong weed appeared the country in the 70s it has spread very fast and destroyed large tracts of land and contributed in no small way to the 1982 and 1983 bushfires that brought this country to her knees.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210140020.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC UPDATE  

13-October-2002

ENVIRONMENT : Developing Wild Lands a Bad Investment - Study

BROOKLIN, Canada, Oct 13 (IPS) The economic value of preserving natural ecosystems far outweighs the value of converting these areas to farmland, housing or other human uses, according to a recent study.  

ENVIRONMENT-COLOMBIA : 'Vegetable Ivory' a Sustainable Alternative

María Isabel García - Tierramérica*

BOGOTA, Oct 13 (IPS) In a small workshop in downtown Bogotá a young artisan puts the final touches on a set of earrings and a necklace made of silver and 'tagua', the plant-based ivory that is fast becoming the rage among jewellery designers here.  

ENVIRONMENT : U.S. Polluters Escape Sanctions Under Bush - Study

Katherine Stapp

NEW YORK, Oct 12 (IPS) A new study bolsters charges by environmentalists that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has drastically cut back its pursuit of polluters.

RIGHTS-LATIN AMERICA: 510 Years of Discrimination against Indians

SANTIAGO, Oct 12 (IPS) - Indigenous peoples in the Americas continue to suffer heavy discrimination and human rights abuses, a decade after the commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the arrival of the first European conquistadors to the continent, Amnesty International reported Friday.  

________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN (RONA) MEDIA

11 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Getting Shifty, Tech Central Station (Online News Service), 11/10:  Article criticizes environmentalists for shifting their arguments on climate change and the Kyoto Protocol, using the recently released UNEP Financial Initiatives report as an example.  Article says UNEP argues that failure to ratify the Kyoto Protocol - not Kyoto itself - will be enormously economically costly, quoting Executive Director.  Article implies that the new report was UNEP’s and that environmentalists (and UNEP) have been arguing all along that implementing Kyoto will have enormous economic impacts and have now reversed strategy.  (See http://www.techcentralstation.com/1051/envirowrapper.jsp?PID=1051-450&CID=1051-101102A; note that this service seems to be run by Competitive Enterprise Service.)

Kyoto at the WTO, National Post (Canada), 11/10:  In the next stage of the Kyoto battle, the EU may claim before the WTO that U.S. refusal to ratify constitutes protectionism and 'eco-dumping', according to Christopher Horner, senior fellow at the Competitive Enterprise Institute in Washington, D.C.  He argues that Russia’s announcement that it will soon ratify Kyoto, combined with European Union threats, imperil the global trading system. The Bush administration has appeared to be paying little attention and he hopes that a recent petition to the EU Trade Commissioner by Friends of the Earth-Europe (FOE) will change that.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={4E4F16D4-6320-4C95-A5C7-AE7BEE56330C})

Eradication Hurts Colombia, AP, 10/10:  Colombia's top human rights official said Thursday that a U.S.-funded program to eradicate drug crops should be suspended because it's endangering the health of peasants and damaging the environment.  Human rights ombudsman Eduardo Cifuentes said he received reports from Putumayo state, where the government is spraying vast areas with herbicides, that peasants are suffering from skin irritation and respiratory problems.  President Alvaro Uribe said the spraying would continue.  The United States suspended most of its crop substitution programs after determining that the soil in Putumayo state wasn't suitable for commercial agriculture. The Colombian government program got tied up in red tape.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A9567-2002Oct10.html)

Space Assets May Not Benefit World's Poor, Experts Say, Houston Chronicle, 11/10:  Terrorism poses a financial threat to international cooperation in space, according to a UN expert speaking at the opening of the World Space Congress.  While the US and the other wealthy nations take for granted the use of communications and Earth-observing, their widespread use in Africa and Asia is in jeopardy as resources are diverted to the war on terrorism, said Karl Doestch, who chairs a science and technical task force for the UN committee on the peaceful uses of outer space, which has organized a workshop here to look at strategies to improve the global awareness of cooperative space activities for the protection of the environment.  (See http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/story.hts/metropolitan/1612808)

Romanian Gold-Mine Loan Is Blocked by Wolfensohn, WALL STREET JOURNAL, 11/10:  World Bank President James Wolfensohn has killed agency participation in a $250 million loan for a Canadian gold-mining investment in Romania that drew fire from environmentalist groups.  The $400 million Rosia Montana project would displace more than 2,000 people and tear down nearly 900 homes where the mine is planned. Environmentalists also opposed plans to build a 1,000-acre reservoir to collect cyanide tailings left over from the mining process.  The IFC had been directed to drop loan negotiations two weeks ago during the World Bank's annual meeting, and began formally advising involved parties of the decision Thursday. The World Bank official, citing environment and social concerns in its decision to back away from the project, said the case was "an example of how we're seeking to have an open dialogue with all our development partners."  (See http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,SB1034285853548371156.djm,00.html
US NEWS

The U.S. Should Unsign Kyoto, Wall Street Journal, 11/10:  Commentary by Hugo Gurdon of the Competitive Enterprise Institute calls on US President Bush to match his rhetoric on the Kyoto Protocol by moving on his threat to “unsign” the treaty, particularly if the EU brings the issue of “environmental dumping to the WTO.  While he feels that "environmental dumping" is an inherently ridiculous notion, and that “Kyoto is an ideologically driven document that will inflict great economic damage without any compensating benefits”, he calls on Bush to kill it rather than wait for it to metastasize. That means, before anything else, “removing the signature that is giving aid, comfort and weaponry to those whose purpose is to inflict damage on the U.S. economy”.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,SB1034285735865167556.djm,00.html
CANADIAN NEWS

Ottawa rejects Alberta's request for Kyoto delay, CBC News, 10/10:  The Canadian federal government says it plans to push ahead with ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on reducing greenhouse gases, despite efforts by the Alberta Environment Minister to persuade lawmakers to postpone the plan for 18 months.  But federal Environment Minister Dave Anderson said Canada would ratify the Kyoto Protocol as Prime Minister Jean Chrétien has promised.  He said the federal government would release a plan for implementing the Kyoto Protocol at a meeting of provincial energy and environment ministers in Halifax on Oct. 21.   (See http://cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/print.cgi?/2002/10/10/kyoto_taylor021010)

Kyoto forecasts aim to quell fears, Globe and Mail, 11/10:  The Canadian federal government will fight back at Kyoto Protocol critics today by releasing estimates of the deal's economic impact on Canada:  forecasts geared at playing down fears that the global-warming treaty will hurt the country.  Anti-Kyoto and pro-Kyoto forces are still battling within the federal government over ratification, which would oblige Canada to make deep cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases.  They are also arguing internally over how to characterize the impact of the deal to Canadians.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Plans for Ten New Canada Parks Met With Skepticism, National Geographic News, 10/10:  Environmentalists in Canada are taking a wait-and-see approach to a recent announcement that the country will protect a wilderness area larger than Portugal by forming ten new national parks over the next five years.  Under the plan announced by Prime Minister Chrétien, Canada would expand the total area of the country's national parks by almost 50 percent, to more than 244,000 square kilometers (9,421 square miles.  Chrétien first committed the government to creating the parks and marine areas at WSSD.  (See http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/10/1010_021010_canadaparks.html)







*******
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General 

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General at MIT

The Secretary-General this morning was in Boston.  He addressed the Sloan School of Management at the    Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he had once studied, and he used the occasion to make a strong pitch     for global corporate responsibility.

He said, “In an age of interdependence, global citizenship is a crucial pillar of progress.”  One of the most  welcome developments at the United Nations in recent years, he added, has been the steadily growing engagement of the business community.  He noted the advances of the Global Compact he launched in 1999, a voluntary initiative which, he said, has been a platform for showing how markets can be made to serve society’s needs.

The Secretary-General is back at UN Headquarters right about now.

**Secretary-General to visit China

The Secretary-General will leave tomorrow morning for China, arriving Sunday.  We have a short-hand version of his entire 12-day programme available for you in my office.  It's also on the Web-site.

He has asked to see the President of the Security Council and a number of Ambassadors to take the pulse on      where things stand with Security Council action on Iraq before he leaves for China.

On Monday morning, that's Sunday evening New York time, he will receive an honorary doctorate at Zhejiang      University in Hangzhou.  We have embargoed copies of his address in English and Chinese, also in my office.

**Secretary-General on Jimmy Carter

While in Boston, the Secretary-General was asked by a reporter what he thought about the awarding of the      Nobel Peace Prize this year to former US President Jimmy Carter.

“I’m delighted”, the Secretary-General responded.  “He deserves it”.

He also called former President Carter this morning, to congratulate him.

 **Côte d’Ivoire

A UN humanitarian team making its way to Bouaké in Côte d’Ivoire reports that hundreds of people displaced   by the fighting between Government troops and rebels continued to arrive in Yamassoukro in extremely vulnerable condition.  During the past 48 hours, some 1,000 displaced persons are estimated to have arrived.  UNICEF announced that the polio immunization round scheduled for October and November in Côte d'Ivoire has been postponed for a month.

The World Food Programme said it had temporarily suspended all its development activities in the country as well as distribution of food aid in schools.

And the High Commissioner for Refugees said UNHCR welcomed the decision announced by the Government     of Côte d'Ivoire to temporarily and partially suspend the demolition of shanty towns in Abidjan.  This lull should give  UNHCR time to organize assistance to overcrowded sites, housing some 1,000 newly homeless refugees.

On the political front, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould  Abdallah, is on the ground and will work closely with a senior delegation from the Economic Community of West  African States (ECOWAS) expected to arrive in Abidjan tomorrow to continue mediation efforts.

           **Security Council

Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Jayantha Dhanapala, addressed this morning's Security  Council open meeting on small arms, saying that it is undeniable that the unrestrained supply of small arms makes  conflicts more protracted and deadly.  The latest estimates of casualties from small arms, he said, are staggering:  at  least 300,000 deaths caused every year by armed conflicts in the developing world, and 200,000 deaths linked to  homicide and suicide in the industrialized world.  Millions more people, meanwhile, suffer non-fatal injuries and  crippling disabilities.

Forty speakers were on the list at the start of the open debate.  A draft presidential statement has been circulated.

Earlier today, the Security Council voted to extend the UN Mission of Observers in Prevlaka until December 15  and to extend the deadline for nominations for ad litem judges at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

At 3:30 p.m., there is a scheduled meeting of the so-called 661 Security Council Sanctions Committee concerning the situation between Iraq and Kuwait, chaired by Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby of Norway.

In other Sanctions Committee news, the committee monitoring sanctions against Al Qaeda and Taliban  operatives has added two names to its list of those subject to the measures –- the Tunisian Combatant Group and the Moroccan Islamic Combatant Group.  The complete list is posted on the Sanctions Committee Web-site.

Finally, on the racks is a letter addressed to the Security Council President from Ambassador Dumisani S. Kumalo of South Africa who, on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, requests an emergency open debate on Iraq.  No  date has yet been set.

           **Secretary-General on Bakassi

Yesterday afternoon, we issued a statement saying that the Secretary-General had taken note of the International Court of Justice's judgement earlier that day on the Bakassi border dispute between Nigeria and  Cameroon, and he reiterated his call on both parties to respect and implement the decision.

He commended Nigeria and Cameroon for resorting to the Court for a peaceful settlement of their territorial dispute, and for the steps they have recently taken to restore the fraternal and neighbourly relations that have traditionally existed between them.

The Secretary-General also reaffirmed United Nations readiness to assist the two countries in closing this      difficult chapter in their history.

The Court’s President, Judge Gilbert Guillaume, yesterday summarized the Court’s 150-page judgement by  saying the Court had decided that the land boundary between the two countries had been fixed by treaties entered into during the colonial period, and it upheld those treaties’ validity.

 Accordingly, it drew a precise boundary between the two countries, and decided that, pursuant to the Anglo-German Agreement of 1913, sovereignty over Bakassi lies with Cameroon.

We have copies of a press release summarizing the Court’s judgement, as well as the statement we issued  yesterday, upstairs.

           **Kosovo

Yesterday afternoon, in the town of Pec in western Kosovo, a mob consisting of Kosovo Albanians attacked a  group of Serb pensioners, and also hurled rocks and Molotov cocktails at UN police who intervened and dispersed the  mob.

Today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, condemned the attack in  Pec, calling it “deplorable, disgraceful and disgusting”, and saying it went against the general trend of declining  violence.

He asked what a mob could hope to accomplish by attacking elderly people who had come to Pec to apply for their pensions.  “I’ll tell you what it achieved”, Steiner said in answer to his own question.  “Serious damage to      Kosovo’s image in the eyes of the world.”

We have a press release containing that statement upstairs.

           **Russian donation to WFP

The Russian Federation has committed to giving 30,000 metric tons of wheat to the World Food Programme.  This is the first time Russia has made a donation to the World Food Programme, and comes as Executive Director,  James Morris, completes a visit to Moscow.  The details, including where the wheat will be sent, have yet to be  worked out.

           **Refugee News

 The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is appealing for $10 million to assist Sri Lankans displaced by two decades of civil war to return to their homes.  UNHCR has been  assisting some 800,000 internally displaced Sri Lankans for the last 15 years.  So far this year, 180,000 of the internally displaced have returned to their homes, and some 1,000 refugees also returned from India following  February’s ceasefire agreement.  There are more than 64,000 Sri Lankan refugees in camps in the south of India.

We have a press release with more information.

           **Illegal trade in gorillas

The Government of Malaysia has announced that it will confiscate four young gorillas illegally imported into the  country earlier this year.  An investigation, prompted by the Secretariat for the Convention on International Trade in  Endangered Species, or CITES, proved that the gorillas were not born in a zoo in Nigeria as claimed, but had been captured in the wild in Nigeria or a neighbouring country.  Commercial trade in wild gorillas is strictly forbidden by CITES.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Other press releases

The United Nations Environment Programme announced today that the final global event marking the International Year of Mountains will be held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, starting on 29 October.  The Bishkek Global Mountain Summit will bring together ideas and recommendations generated throughout the Year from all levels and sectors of society.

The United Nations Children's Fund has issued a press release, embargoed until tomorrow, on a new book series spearheaded by Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison and the renowned Nigerian Author, Chinua Achebe.

           **Opium Poppy Report

I’d mentioned to you yesterday that the UN Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention was going to launch its annual Opium Poppy Survey in Rome today.

We got word later that the launch of that survey has been delayed by about a week.  We’ll let you know what the new launch date is as soon as we get it.

As for those of you who have embargoed copies of the press release and opening statements that were to be used for today’s launch, please hold on to them and do not use them until we can tell you what the new embargo date is.  And thanks for being patient.

           **The Week Ahead at the United Nations

           Sunday, October 13

The Secretary-General will begin a visit to seven Asian countries by arriving in China.

           Monday, October 14

The guest at the noon briefing will be Emergency Relief Coordinator Kenzo Oshima, who will discuss his recent visit to Ethiopia, Eritrea and Sudan.

In Geneva, the fifth session of the Inter-Governmental Body of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control  will begin, offering discussions on a new text for the proposed convention.

           Tuesday, October 15

The Security Council intends to hold consultations on Burundi.

The Security Council expects to receive a report on Angola sanctions towards the middle of the week.

           Wednesday, October 16

The Secretary-General will leave China and begin an official visit to Mongolia.

The Security Council will hold consultations on the Middle East.

Today is World Food Day.  At the Food and Agriculture Organization’s headquarters in Rome, President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela will deliver a keynote address in honour of the occasion.

           Thursday, October 17

The Secretary-General will arrive in Kazakhstan.

The Security Council expects to hold consultations on the monitoring mechanism for Angola sanctions. This is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  To mark the event, there will be a press

     conference at 11:15, featuring French Ambassador Jean-David Levitte and other speakers, and a ceremony in the UN Garden at 12:15, with Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Nitin Desai.

           Friday, October 18

The Secretary-General will leave Kazakhstan and begin an official visit to Uzbekistan.

The Security Council will hold a formal meeting on the monitoring mechanism for Angola.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:

The Secretary-General’s comments after the talk today in Cambridge, can we take those to mean that he endorses the French position for two resolutions and does not favour the United States’?

           Spokesman:

No, you cannot.  He was merely explaining to students what he saw as the current state of play in the  Security Council.  I don’t think he was endorsing one position or another.  We recorded what he said and we’re working on a transcript now.

           Question:

Can I just follow on that?  He says I think the Member States favour a two-stage approach.  You don’t think  that at least hints at some position on his part?

           Spokesman:

Not at all.  I mean, it’s his call on where the positions of Member States now stand.  I would take that as  merely a factual statement as he sees it of the positions of Member States.  But it’s as he sees it.  He preceded that statement with “I think …”

           Question:

Do you have any indication that Nigeria will comply with the decision that the port will be in Cameroon?  You  mentioned something that I did not quite understand.

           Spokesman:

I just said that the Secretary-General urged both countries to comply and implement the [World Court] ruling  and congratulated them on bringing the matter to the Court in the first place as a peaceful means of settling the  dispute.  I believe both Nigeria and Cameroon issued statements yesterday.  I don’t have them and it’s not my job to  release them, but I think that both Governments indicated they would respect the ruling.

           Question:

On the revised schedule for Mr Annan today, he has appointments with the ambassadors from France, Russia and the UK.  Did he not invite the United States; or what’s the situation on it?

Spokesman:  He’s been in touch with the US.  He spoke to Ambassador Negroponte by phone, so he did not feel he needed  to schedule a meeting with him and he’s on his way to China tomorrow.  So that kind of rounds out the five Permanent Members [of the Security Council].

           Question:

Does he have a message or is he going to engage with China on the Iraq question that is before the Security Council?

           Spokesman:

Not particularly, unless China takes the initiative to discuss it with him.  I said yesterday that the scheduling  on this trip shouldn’t be seen as tied to any contemporary events, including Iraq.  So he’s not on a mission that is Iraq-related.  He’s paying what is pretty much an annual visit to a Permanent Member of the Security Council.  They’ll  be talking about everything that’s on their mutual agenda.  Iraq is likely to come up because it so much on everyone’s  mind.  But he’s not trying to influence any Council members’ positions on Iraq.  He is rather scrupulously trying to stay out of that debate, which he sees as among governments at the highest levels, and he stays in touch with members  merely to stay informed on the progress of the debate that’s taking place.

           Question:

Does he have any message that he wishes to convey to the ambassadors as he goes out of the country, or is this just a listening?

           Spokesman:

He’s rather consistently emphasized the importance of the unity of the Council, so I imagine that he would once again state that rather strongly held view of his:  that it is in the United Nations long-term interest that the Council develop a unified position on Iraq.

           Question:

Sometimes we wonder if the Secretary-General considers it as a part of the world, what we call Latin America.  All the visits are in Europe, but Latin America becomes a victim of benign neglect.  Why do you think this is so?

           Spokesman:

He has visited Latin America, as you know.  I don’t know whether if you added up the number of days he’s  spent visiting each of the five regional groupings of countries, whether Latin America would be seen as in a disadvantaged position.  I know he had to cut short a visit last year, or the year before, when suddenly the Rome     Statute on the International Criminal Court was coming to a final vote in Rome and he had to cut that trip short.

He was in Central America earlier this year, I believe, and attended the Monterrey Conference in Mexico.  But, again, I don’t think Latin America is disadvantaged in terms of his attention if, perhaps, they have received a little bit  less of his visiting time.

           Question:

Can you tell us approximately when the Secretary-General will talk to the press, because there are a lot of questions that relate to him concerning what we are hearing about war?  There are some questions that I don’t think you can respond to because the information is really important.  So, if we can know in advance when the Secretary-General will usually meet the press all at one time to be able to ask him a few questions.

           Spokesman:

As I’ve already said, he is consciously trying to keep a low profile while governments debate how they are going to deal with the Iraq issue.  He does not want to become part of that debate.  You saw this morning he made a  few innocent comments to students and, right away, it’s a matter of intense speculation and interest.  He does not want to become part of this debate.  So he’s leaving tomorrow for 12 days and when he comes back if a Council  agreement has been reached on Iraq and a resolution adopted, I’m sure he’ll be happy to talk to you.  But for now, he’s trying not to talk.

           Question:

We’re talking about war and one of the many duties of the Secretary-General is to try to prevent war and this  is the time for him to talk.  It’s not the time for him to duck.  One of the specific mandates of the Secretary-General by  the Charter is to prevent war.  Talking, if you look at article 90 of the Charter, that is the only mandate that he has, otherwise he is chief employee.

           Spokesman:

Talking isn’t necessarily action.  And not talking is not necessarily ducking.  He, I think, had a very conspicuous role in bringing about Iraq’s agreement to re-admit inspectors.  Once Iraq formally said in writing that they would allow the inspectors to return, he said the ball was now in the hands of the Security Council and Hans Blix, and  he’s been trying not to get involved in the necessary work that the Council is now doing in trying to draft a resolution on Iraq.  It doesn’t mean he’s disengaged.  His head is down but his hand is in.

           Question:

I have a follow-up to my colleague’s question.  That’s why I asked, really, if there is a possibility, because the Secretary-General has the authority and the ability to do something. That’s why I tried to ask you, if possible, if you could arrange at least anything with him or, because, if you want to ask something written or something else that we want to ask …

           Spokesman:

I told you as a matter of policy he is not talking; he’s not giving interviews.  He arrives at work every morning 9:30ish; if it’s not raining, as it is today, he usually walks in the front door.  Any journalists who are waiting for him  there, he always very courteously stops and takes your questions.  So, you always have the option of waiting at the  front door.

           Question:

But, you know, in the morning he’s just coming to work and all these cameras and so on, there isn’t time. But  here at least, you could …

           Spokesman:

I’ve already answered your question. I’m sorry.

           Briefing by Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           Good Afternoon.

Today’s Special Political and Decolonization Committee continues discussion of the agenda item “Effects of Atomic Radiation”, and the Third Committee concludes discussion on the “Advancement of Women and  Implementation of the Outcome of the Fourth World Conference on Women”, and this afternoon it starts debate on children’s issues –- specifically, “Follow-up to the Outcome of the Special Session on Children and Promotion and  Protection of the Rights of Children”.

On Monday, the General Assembly plenary will take up the report of the Security Council and the item “Question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters”. 

That’s the report of the open-ended working group.  And this will be a joint debate on the two agenda items.  The President of the Security Council will introduce the report of the Secretary-General.  That’s on Monday morning.

Just one other thing:  on Monday, there will be a round table on the Outer Space Treaty at 35.  That will be at 1:15 in Conference Room 4 and the media are invited.  Participants include representatives from China, Chile and the International Institute of Air and Space Law of McGill University.

           Any questions?

· *** *

______________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * * 

Iraq

11 October – A group of non-aligned nations has requested an emergency open debate on Iraq in the United Nations Security Council, saying that it was imperative the 15-member body hear the views of the wider UN membership before it adopted any proposed resolution.

In a letter on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement addressed to the President of the Council, Ambassador Dumisani S. Kumalo of South Africa says the group notes that consultations are currently under way, particularly among the Council’s five permanent members, on a possible new resolution on Iraq.

“We believe that the proposed elements of such a resolution include issues that are of importance to the entire membership of the United Nations and the future role of the United Nations in the maintenance of international peace and security,” the letter states.

“All States Members and Permanent Observes of the United Nations should be afforded an opportunity to express their views on these important developments that directly affect the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,” it adds.

Meanwhile, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has asked to see the Council President for the month of October, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, and a number of other representatives “to take the pulse” on where things stand with Security Council action on Iraq before he leaves tomorrow for China, a UN spokesman said.

* * *
Small arms

11 October – The illicit sale or stockpiling of small arms posed complex and multifaceted challenges to international peace and stability that need to be urgently addressed, a senior UN official told the Security Council today as it began a discussion of the problem posed by such weapons.

“While it is true that small arms do not provoke conflicts, it is also undeniable that the unrestrained supply of such weapons renders conflicts much more protracted and deadly, and promotes a culture of violence and impunity,” Jayantha Dhanapala, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, said at the outset of the Council’s debate, which involved representatives from nearly 40 countries.

Mr. Dhanapala said there was growing evidence of close links between illicit small arms and light weapons and both terrorism and drug trafficking. Meanwhile, 300,000 deaths each year were caused by armed conflicts in the developing world, and 200,0000 fatalities were linked to homicide and suicide in the industrialized world, due to the misuse of small arms.

The United Nations has played a critical role in placing the issue of small arms and light weapons on the international agenda, initiating the preparatory process for the Small Arms Conference in July 2001, Mr. Dhanapala said. The Council had contributed to that effort by addressing the small arms issue in situations under its consideration, and by promoting global efforts to combat illicit small arms and light weapons.

Meanwhile, a recent report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan contained 12 recommendations in dealing with the issue of small arms, covering such areas as implementation of the Conference’s Programme of Action, Council mandated sanctions and arms embargoes; conflict prevention, peace-building and disarmament, demobilization and reintegration; and confidence building measures, Mr. Dhanapala noted.

As part of its efforts to help UN Member States with the implementation of the action plan, the UN Department for Disarmament Affairs intends to set up a Small Arms Advisory Service (SAAS) to bolster the effectiveness of the Coordinating Action on Small Arms (CASA) mechanism, Mr. Dhanapala said.

“The role of arms embargoes in controlling the proliferation of small arms and light weapons in conflict situations has been enhanced by the Council’s decision to establish specific monitoring mechanisms,” he said. “Further improvements would require the imposition of arms embargoes to countries and regions emerging from and threatened by armed conflict.”

* * * 
Prevlaka

11 October – The Security Council today authorized the United Nations Mission of Observers in Prevlaka (UNMOP) to continue monitoring the demilitarization of the strategic peninsula for two more months, until 15 December, and expressed it readiness to shorten the time frame for wrapping up the Mission if Croatia and Yugoslavia so request.
The Council’s unanimous decision follows the recommendation of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who recently reported that the Yugoslav and Croatian authorities have been making progress in resolving their long-standing dispute over the region.

Today’s resolution welcomed the continuing progress in the normalization of relations between the Governments of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the establishment of an interstate Border Commission. It also urged the parties to accelerate efforts towards a negotiated settlement on the disputed issue of Prevlaka in accordance with article 4 of the Agreement on Normalization of Relations.

In the face of such progress, the resolution requested the Secretary-General to prepare for the termination of the Mission’s mandate by gradually reducing the number of personnel and “concentrating its activities in a way that reflects the stable and peaceful conditions in the area and the normalization of relations between the parties.”

The Council also reiterated its calls upon the parties to comply with the demilitarized regime in the UN-designated zones, to cooperate fully with the UN military observers and to ensure their safety and full and unrestricted freedom of movement.

UNMOP was established in February 1996, but UN military observers had been deployed in Prevlaka since October 1992, initially as part of the UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) and later with the UN Confidence Restoration Operation (UNCRO).

* * *

Rwanda

11 October – The Security Council today decided to extend the deadline for nominating temporary judges to the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) after the number of candidates nominated for the posts fell short of the required minimum. 

The unanimous decision to push back the deadline from 14 October to 15 November was conveyed in a letter to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. He had earlier informed the Council that the number of nominations received was below the mandated minimum of 22 that the Council should transmit to the UN General Assembly for making the final selection.

In August, the Council unanimously agreed to amend the Tribunal’s Statute to establish a pool of ad litem judges to enable the court to expedite the conclusion of its work as early as possible. The list of candidates was to have been transmitted to the Assembly within 60 days of that decision, which is Monday, 14 October.

The Council created the ICTR, located in Arusha, Tanzania, in November 1994 to prosecute people responsible for genocide and other serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the territory of Rwanda between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 1994.

The Tribunal may also deal with the prosecution of Rwandan citizens responsible for genocide and other such violations of international law committed in neighbouring States over the same period.

* * * 

Al-Qaida

11 October – Two more groups have been added to the United Nations Security Council’s list of entities subject to sanctions against Al-Qaida and Taliban operatives.

A Council committee set up to monitor the sanctions – which were originally adopted, and later tightened, in response to the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of United States embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam – announced yesterday that it has added the Tunisian Combatant Group and the Moroccan Islamic Combatant Group to its consolidated list.

The measures require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group. Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

* * *

Global Compact


11 October – Welcoming the growing engagement of the United Nations with the private sector, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for responsible corporate behaviour in line with his Global Compact initiative.

“More and more businesses are themselves recognizing how much they depend on international norms and standards for the conduct of business on a global scale, and on the UN’s wide-ranging work for peace and development,” he said during an address in Cambridge, Massachusetts, at an event marking the 50th anniversary of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Sloan School of Management.

Mr. Annan explained that his Global Compact initiative, launched in 1999, “was based on the belief that open markets and human well-being can go hand in hand.” The Compact requires participating enterprises to embrace nine principles in the areas of human rights, labour standards and the environment, and to enact those principles within their spheres of influence.

Since its inception, the Secretary-General said, the Compact has promoted the importance of universal values and encouraged investors to look harder at opportunities in the least developed countries, particularly in Africa. Noting that the Compact has also created a learning forum – a worldwide academic network that examines case studies, Mr. Annan hailed the Sloan School for its “important role” in the effort.

“Businesses may ask why they should go down this path, especially if it involves taking steps that competitors might not, or steps they feel are rightly the province of governments,” he said. “Sometimes, doing what is right – for example, eco-efficiency or creating decent work-place conditions – is in the immediate interest of business.”

At the same time, the Secretary-General pointed to the moral imperative of acting with integrity. “Sometimes, we must do what is right simply because not to do so would be wrong, and sometimes, we do what is right to help usher in a new day, of new norms and new behaviours,” he said. “We do not want business to do anything different from their normal business; we want them to do their normal business differently.”

From 1971 to 1972, the Secretary-General was a Sloan Fellow at MIT, where he received a Masters of Science degree in management.

* * * 

Nobel Peace Prize

11 October – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today called to congratulate former United States President Jimmy Carter on winning the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize, a UN spokesman said in New York.

“I’m delighted,” the Secretary-General said in Boston, responding to a reporter’s question on the award being given to President Carter. “He deserves it.”

Last year, on the 100th anniversary of the Peace Prize, Mr. Annan and the United Nations were jointly honoured for “their work for a better organized and more peaceful world.”

Mr. Annan was the second Secretary-General to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. The Organization’s second chief, Dag Hammarskjöld, was awarded the prize posthumously in 1961 for his action in strengthening the United Nations.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

11 October – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today welcomed the decision this week by the Government of Côte d’Ivoire to temporarily and partially suspend the demolition of shantytowns in Abidjan.

The pause, announced Tuesday, should give UNHCR more time to organize assistance in already overcrowded sites housing nearly 1,000 newly homeless refugees, a spokesman for the agency said in Geneva. Most of the refugees are from Liberia and Sierra Leone, but also from Togo, Nigeria or the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

“They have been sheltered for the past two weeks since their homes were razed in the government operation,” spokesman Peter Kessler said. “We remain concerned, however, about continuing demolition in some areas – around military installations, for example – which is resulting in more homeless people.”

Refugees started arriving at UNHCR offices after the 19 September coup attempt and the systematic destruction of shantytowns in Abidjan that followed shortly afterwards, according to Mr. Kessler. “The destruction of the shantytowns is apparently an attempt by government forces to root out alleged assailants who were accused of hiding in these districts,” he said. “All refugees who have come for help have lost their homes and all their possessions. Many have reported harassment by security forces, some saying they had to pay [$15] to avoid being arrested as ‘suspects.’” 

Meanwhile a UN humanitarian team making its way to Bouaké reported that hundreds of people displaced by the fighting between government troops and rebels continued to arrive in Yamoussoukro in extremely vulnerable condition. During the past 48 hours, an estimated 1,000 displaced persons arrived in the capital.

Other UN agencies announced that the conflict has forced them to postpone or suspend their planned activities. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said that the polio immunization round scheduled for October and November had been pushed back for a month, while the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said it had temporarily suspended all its development activities as well as distribution of food aid in schools.

On the political front, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, is on the ground and is expected to work closely with a senior delegation from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) scheduled to arrive in Abidjan tomorrow to continue mediation efforts, according to UN officials.

* * *

Kosovo

11 October – The top United Nations official in Kosovo, Michael Steiner, today condemned a mob attack on a group of Serb pensioners, calling the confrontation “deplorable, disgraceful and disgusting.”

According to the UN mission in Kosovo, in addition to the assault, a group of Kosovo Albanians also hurled rocks and Molotov cocktails at UN police called in to disperse the mob.

“This incident is especially unfortunate as it goes against the general trend of improved security and declining violence,” Mr. Steiner said in a statement issued today by the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

“What could this mob possible have been thinking it would achieve by attacking a group of elderly people who were simply applying for their pension?” Mr. Steiner asked. “I’ll tell you what it achieved: serious damage to Kosovo’s image in the eyes of the world.”


* * *

Sri Lanka

11 October – The United Nations refugee agency today appealed for $10 million to help hundreds of thousands of displaced people in Sri Lanka to return to their homes after two decades of bloody civil war ended earlier this year.

“The international community must meet the needs of the thousands of Sri Lankans already streaming home and the many more people who look ready to follow,” the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Rudd Lubbers, said of the task ahead. So far, more than 180,000 people have returned home, as well as some 1,000 refugees who came back from India, after a ceasefire agreement was adopted in February.

The $10 million appeal is intended to cover the period from October through December 2003 and is to pay for humanitarian assistance for up to 60,000 families. The assistance will include some very basic but essential items such as sleeping mats, soap and cooking sets.

The UN agency said it would also finance projects to fill gaps in other sectors, including minor infrastructure repairs in returnee service areas and the rebuilding of access roads, water and sanitation, health services and other income generating activities.

“Returnee and reintegration assistance alone won’t help Sri Lanka erase the damage wrought by years of conflict and economic stagnation,” Mr. Lubbers said, noting that UNHCR is working closely with other UN agencies and international partners to ensure that adequate help is given so Sri Lankans “can build upon their new-found peace.”

* * *

Tobacco

11 October – Negotiators from Members States of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) are set to resume talks aimed at developing global rules to curb the advertising, promotion, sales and smuggling of tobacco products.

The fifth session of the Inter-governmental Negotiating Body, which opens on Monday, is expected to examine a new text of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) that proposes options culled from of four years of negotiations.

Advocating strong global action, WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland said at the time WHO initiated the FCTC process, tobacco killed 4 million people every year. “Today that figure stands at 4.9 million people per year,” she noted. “A strong FCTC will save lives – let us all remember that delays means more deaths, and more children falling prey to tobacco.”
Over the past four years, tobacco has become a major threat to developing countries, which many tobacco companies have targeted to compensate for stagnating markets in Europe and North America, according to WHO. In some countries, more than 60 per cent of 13 to 15 year-olds use tobacco and almost a quarter of those young smokers had their first cigarette before the age of ten.

Negotiators have also focused on the role of the tobacco industry, especially its attempts to derail the ongoing talks, WHO said, urging Member States to be vigilant about tactics used by the tobacco industry and their surrogates “to raise issues extraneous to the core of the negotiations or propose irrelevant solutions.”

* *** *
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