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PANA News 

Conference highlights women's role in environmental sanitation  
     Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Global Women's Assembly on Environment drew attention, as it wound up here Wednesday to the impact of toxic chemicals and the

role of women and girls in the environmental recovery of war-ravaged zones.

Among other proposals, the conference recommended that governments develop information kits for women, translated into  local languages, on areas such as energy, global warming and indoor air pollution.

The UNEP assembly, dubbed 'Women as the Voice for the Environment (WAVE)', which was organised in conjunction with the Women's Environment and Development Organisation (WEDO) recommended that

poor women's groups be singled out for special funding for water, sanitation and poverty alleviation schemes.

Financing for ecosystem management projects, covering areas such as wetlands, forests and mangrove swamps should also be focused on poor women's groups, delegates agreed.

They suggested that carbon sink projects, including forestry and grassland schemes designed to soak up emissions of global warming gases should be promoted between women in developed and developing countries under the Community Carbon Fund of the World Bank.

More than 140 women from 60 countries attended the Nairobi WAVE conference which sought to raise women's issues within the environmental component of the UN Millennium Development Goals and the implementation plan of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

The WAVE delegates will present their recommendations to governments attending UNEP's Governing Council in February 2005.

"The delegates to our women's assembly have, without doubt presented the UN and governments with a challenging and lengthy list of important and concrete recommendations which can help guide our work over the coming years," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer remarked.

Toepfer said the recommendations reflected women's vulnerability to environment-related health problems as well as their special role in managing and conserving the environment for current and future generations.

"The role of women and their know-how has often been side-lined. I sincerely hope that our assembly signals an end to this gender apartheid," said Toepfer.

 

Nairobi - 13/10/2004
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Reuters 

Nobel Prize for green activist expands award range 

NORWAY: October 11, 2004 
OSLO - The award of the Nobel Peace Prize to a Kenyan environmentalist last week added a new green dimension to the prize, but critics accused the Nobel committee of betraying a century-old focus on resolving armed conflicts. 

"You don't give the Nobel chemistry prize to a professor in economics," Carl Hagen, leader of Norway's opposition far-right Progress Party, told Reuters. "A peace prize should honour peace, not the environment." 

Wangari Maathai, the first African woman to win the award, was hailed for helping Africa's poor by organising the planting of tens of millions of trees. It was the first award to an environmentalist since the prize was set up in 1901. 

"We have expanded the peace concept to include environmental issues because we believe that a good quality of life on Earth is necessary to promote lasting peace in the world," committee chairman Ole Danbolt Mjoes said. 

The Norwegian Nobel Committee signalled in 2001 that the Peace Prize, widely considered the world's top accolade of its kind, might in future honour new types of work, like that of environmentalists, rock stars or even journalists. 

Maathai founded the Kenya-based Green Belt Movement, which says it has planted 30 million trees across Africa. 

Many environmental experts say global warming is the biggest threat to humanity and predict a rise in sea levels, more floods and desertification caused by greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide. Trees soak up carbon dioxide and reduce soil erosion as they grow. 

STAUNCH DEFENDER 

"Understanding is growing throughout the world of the close links between environmental protection and global security," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Programme, as he applauded the award to a woman he called "Africa's staunchest defender of the environment". 

Researcher Espen Barth Eide at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, who had tipped the U.N.'s International Atomic Energy Agency and its head, Mohamed ElBaradei, said Friday's award could make the Peace Prize less relevant. 

"This prize could be positive in expanding the concept of security, but it could also mean a dilution of the prize, moving too far away from the original idea," he told Reuters. 

Other Nobel experts raised doubts over whether this year's award was in the spirit of the prize's founder, Alfred Nobel. 

His 1895 will says the prize should go to "the person who shall have done the most or the best work for fraternity between the nations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies and for the holding and promotion of peace congresses." 

The Nobel Committee has often been accused of flouting the spirit of the will. The very first award in 1901 to Henri Dunant, the founder of the Red Cross, brought criticism that work to relieve suffering had nothing to do with peace. 

Maathai said that work to protect the environment could prevent conflicts. "Many wars in the world are actually fought over natural resources," she told NRK Norwegian radio. "In managing our resources ... we plant the seeds of peace." 

"It is possible that the committee wants to tell the world that there is a link between environmental factors and armed conflict, but it fails to explain that," said director Stein Toennesson at the Peace Research Institute, Oslo. 

Story by Inger Sethov 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE 

Nobel Award to Boost Environment
_________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre

Women call for studies of health impact of environmental degradation
	

	


13 October 2004 – Leading women environmentalists today called for research into the affect of toxic chemicals on the health of women and girls and they urged governments to make funds available to associations of poor women for such environmental projects as water, sanitation and poverty alleviation schemes and ecosystem management.

Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, under the theme "Women as the Voice for the Environment (WAVE)," some 140 women representing 60 countries at the Global Women's Assembly on the Environment also recommended pinpointing the roles of women in the environmental recovery of war-torn zones.

The WAVE assembly, sponsored by the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the New York-based Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), included environment ministers from Iran, Kenya, South Africa, Swaziland and Sweden.

The manifesto, which will be given to governments attending UNEP's Governing Council in February 2005 for action, said, "Globalization, militarization, fundamentalism, and the market-driven economic model have undermined the achievement of the agreed goals."

It included expressions of similar deep concern over "the ever-widening gap between rich and poor," "unsustainable levels of production and consumption" and the "culture of fear and threat, with its many conflicts and increasing levels of violence and militarization."

The Network of Women Ministers for the Environment, chaired by Lena Sommestad of Sweden and Rejoice Madubafhasi of South Africa, drafted a separate declaration for presentation at the 2005 Governing Council meeting, which has as its theme gender equality and empowerment.

The WAVE assembly aimed to put women's issues at the centre of the global effort to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals to halve the number of people living in extreme poverty and integrate them into the World Summit on Sustainable Development's Plan of Implementation.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "In the past, the role of women and their know-how has often been sidelined. I sincerely hope that our assembly signals an end to this gender apartheid. All too often women are treated like second-class citizens, with fewer rights and lower status than men. I hope we have now started a WAVE that will wash away the inequities of the past and bring women into the centre of environment and development issues."

Ms. Sommestad said the delegates had been inspired by the presence of Prof. Wangari Maathai, this year's Nobel Peace Laureate and Kenya's deputy environment minister, who addressed the assembly's opening ceremony.
________________________________________________________________________________________
	

	


Times of Oman

A veritable feast at the seminar

By A Staff Reporter 

MUSCAT — Various papers were presented by senior ministry and other top officials at the Eco seminar yesterday. 

Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Muharrami, director-general of environmental affairs at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, made the welcome note yesterday. Ahmed Saleh Baabood, managing director of OITE (Oman International Trade and Exhibitions), the organiser of Gulf Eco, gave an introduction to the eco seminar. 

Dr Benno Boer, natural science programme specialist, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco), gave an insight into Unesco’s scientific achievements and regional strategies. 

The first session, moderated by Eng. Sulaiman bin Said Al Obeidani, deputy director general, Aquifier Development, MRMEWR, saw speakers like Melanie Hutchinson, United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA) who spoke on ‘water management from an environmental perspective’; Nabil Murtadha Al Lawati, head of environmental impacts, MRMEWR (environmental system, planning and management); Dr Heba A. Aziz, advisor — research and development, Ministry of Tourism (eco tourism and the environment) and Udo Fischer, consultant, environmental engineer, Muscat Municipality/Fichtner GMBH & CO KG (Al Multaqaa land fill site in Al-Amerat). 

The second session, moderated by Sulaiman bin Nasir Al Akhzami, director of pollution control, MRMEWR, saw speakers like Hamed Bakir, rural health and environment advisor, World Health Organisation (environmental health risk factors and children’s health); Dr Salim Said Al-Wahaibi, director, department of environmental health and malaria eradication, MoH (Environmental health impact assessment); Eng. Sulaiman Al Obeidani, deputy director general, MRMEWR (Strategies of Water Resources); and Dr Talal Yousif Al Aoudi, assistant professor, college of arts and social sciences, Sultan Qaboos University (Use of geographical information system in waste management). 

The third session was moderated by Ahmed bin Zahir Al Hinai, head of soil and water pollution, and waste management, MRMEWR. 

This session included speakers like Ahmed Al Sabahi, corporate environmental adviser, Petroleum Development Oman (PDO) on waste management in PDO; Eng. Omar Khalfan Al Wahaibi, general manager, Oman Wastewater Services Co. SAOC (Muscat Wastewater Project); Eng. Muamar Ahmed Al Zubaidy, head of design and supervision section, Salalah Sanitary and Drainage Services (Benefit of Sanitary Project) and Salim Abdullah Al Jufaily, HSE manager, Oman India Fertiliser Company SAOC (OMIFCO Environmental management system — case study). 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 Kenya: Women Hail Nobel Peace Prize Winner

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg)

October 12, 2004

More than 140 environmentalists from 60 countries have showed accolades on Wangari Maathai, Kenya's assistant minister for environment, for scooping this year's Nobel Peace Prize.

Maathai, who received a standing ovation from the women during the occasion in Kenya's capital Nairobi, won the prestigious award on Oct. 8.

"We, environmentalists, at this meeting are all overwhelmed. Maathai deserves the prize for her campaign to preserve the environment in Kenya. This, for sure, is an inspiration to all of us here," Lena Sommestad, Swedish environment minister, told the two-day conference which ended in Kenya's capital Nairobi Oct. 12.

The meeting, under the banner 'Women as the Voice for the Environment', hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), was seeking to chart out ways for women's recognition in environmental conservation and sustainable development.

Maathai, the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize and the first Kenyan to become a Nobel Laureate, was awarded the prize by the Norwegian Nobel Committee, the organisers, for her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace.

The 64-year-old environmentalist beat 194 other nominations including former UN chief weapons inspector Hans Blix to win the prize, which includes 1.3 million dollars awarded in the Norwegian capital, Oslo every Dec. 10.

Up to now, the straight-talking Maathai is still overwhelmed with joy and shock. "This has been the biggest surprise in my life. I was not expecting this. I am humbled that the world has recognised the work I have been doing. It never occurred to me that I would get this far," she told the UNEP conference.

She becomes the seventh African to win the award after former South Africa's president Nelson Mandela, his predecessor Fredrick de Klerk, South African clergyman Desmond Tutu, Albert Lutuli, also from South Africa, Ghanaian Kofi Annan, current secretary General of the United Nations and Egypt's assassinated president Anwar Sadat.

Maathai's contribution to the environment and her winning the award was highlighted at this week's conference, where she was described as the "iron lady" who was never afraid to confront authorities when it came to environmental issues.

Maathai, a 1997 presidential candidate, says the award has added impetus to her fight against social injustices including corruption.

She told a news conference in Nairobi at her Green Belt Movement offices Oct. 9 that she would continue to speak out against corruption. Green Belt Movement, of which she is the founder, is an environmental conservation organisation.

"It will take much effort to uproot corruption and replace it with a culture of transparency, accountability and integrity. The government is committed to eliminating corruption and it is trying as much to demonstrate by action that it is fighting corruption. We expect that the law will deal with every person adversely mentioned in corrupt practices. I want to give the Ringera commission a chance to work, if it fails, we will start raising alarm," she added.

The Kenya Anti-Corruption Commission, headed by Justice Aaron Ringera, was established last year to spearhead the war on graft.

Maathai's remarks follow accusations by the British ambassador to Kenya, Edward Clay, two weeks ago of widespread corruption in government.

It's not the first time that Clay has spoken out about corruption in Kenya. In July 2004 he unleashed a fierce attack on President Mwai Kibaki's government, to the fury of some of his ministers. U.S. ambassador William Bellamy followed suit, while the European Union (EU), Kenya's second largest donor, threatened to review its funding programme.

Maathai, honoured for adopting a comprehensive approach to sustainable development that combines democracy, human rights and women's rights, has been controversial in cases where the government has shown open corruption, especially, attempted to grab public property including forests.

In particular, she was in bad books of the previous Kenya African National Union (KANU) regime (1963-2002) and often found herself behind bars or hospitalised from injuries sustained after being clobbered by police.

In 1999, Maathai, a mother of three, was attacked in Nairobi's Karura forest by a gang that had been hired by a firm claiming ownership of part of the forest. She and her supporters had gone to the forest to protest over grabbing of the forest that had become a target of real estate developers.

In 1989, she defied former president Daniel arap Moi by opposing a 62-storey building supposed to be constructed at Freedom Corner at Nairobi's Uhuru Park. Should it have been built, the complex, which was to accommodate among others KANU's headquarters, would have been the tallest in Africa.

Maathai mobilised support and stood her ground, insisting that construction of the building would suck all of the city's waters reducing it to a concrete jungle. Pressure against the project intensified, prompting Moi to abandon the plan. He was later to describe her as a "mad woman, a threat to the order and security of the country".

Maathai has continued to be vocal on matters relating to forests, the latest one being a controversial debate sparked by some government ministers calling for re-introduction of a system of shamba, farm in Swahili, which involves communities being allowed to grow crops on forestland. The system, the officials argue, will ensure that communities take care of forests and benefit in return by gaining extra land to cultivate crops.

"Unfortunately in the last two decades, the system became corrupted and destructive, with poachers, illegal loggers, charcoal burners and even drug barons (growing cannabis sativa or marijuana) becoming common," she told journalists Oct. 9.

"Large tracts of forest lands were converted into farmlands, thereby destroying the local biodiversity and greatly reducing the capacity of these forests to be effective water towers. As a result, downstream farmers experience drying up of springs, streams and reduced water levels in rivers. Under such conditions, water projects fail, irrigation schemes fail, bore holes dry up and taps run dry," she said.

According to Maathai, the consequences are too gross for anyone to advocate turning the country's 1.7 million hectares of indigenous forestland into farmlands and industrial plantations.

A recent UNEP publication 'Women and the Environment' also urged governments to regognise the role played by women in protecting the environment. The 166-page document was launched in May 2004 as part of the run-up to the Nairobi meeting.

Relevant Links

East Africa

Environment

Kenya

Sustainable Development

Women and Gender

"As the majority of the world's poor, women play decisive roles in managing and preserving biodiversity, water, land and other natural resources, yet their centrality is often ignored or exploited," noted UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer, in the publication's foreword.

That's exactly what the women, meeting in Nairobi, are seeking to change.
  _________________________________________________________________________
Ditonline

	Journ student to edit book in Nairobi
	Tuesday, Oct 12 2004
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	Arthi Sanpath
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Journalism student Arthi Sanpath will be representing Southern Africa at a meeting in Kenya next week to compile a book for youth on environmental issues in Africa, on behalf of the United Nations.
Sanpath, a second year student, will be acting as the Southern African regional representative of the United Nations Environment Programme to compile the book, a youth version of the Africa Environment Outlook (AEO) book, which provides detailed statistics and information on the environment in Africa. The book examines problems and potential solutions regarding the environment around issues like water supply, sustainable urban development and marine and coastal management.
The book is being co-authored by youth throughout Africa and Sanpath is to compile one of the six chapters in the book. 
“[In Kenya] we are going to put together all the sub-regional chapters and put the book together and sort out aspects, such as editing, layout and editing all the submissions from the youth,” said Sanpath. 
Sanpath added, “I am very excited to be part of this project, as I’m very passionate about environmental journalism, which I hope to specialise in.”
Sanpath also said she hoped that this would be an opportunity to make contacts. “It will be an opportunity to network with journalists and editors as well as various institutions who work with environmental matters,” said Sanpath.
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I am very excited to be part of this project, as I’m very passionate about environmental journalism 

	-Arthi Sanpath, second year journalism student 


According to AEO for Youth Regional Officer David Bwakali, who is in charge of the process, at least 3000 African youth have registered in the AEO for youth process and at least half have submitted contributions to be considered for the publication.
“At the national level, there are 40 national focal points that mostly comprise of youth organisations. Their work is to mobilise youth from their respective countries to partake in the process. In addition, there is an editorial board that comprises of young editors from different regions in Africa,” said Bwakali. Sanpath has been selected as one of these editors.
Bwakali said that the book would serve to raise environmental awareness. “It will greatly enhance ownership of the environment amongst these youth,” said Bwakali.
Bwakali said he hoped the youth contributors would contribute their knowledge base on environmental matters next week.
“[I hope] they will become more proactive and establish close links with other youth environmental organisations across the continent,” said Bwakali.
Sanpath said the seed to her trip to Kenya was sown when she responded to a newspaper article last semester calling for submissions in the form of photographs and poetry for the upcoming book. “I sent in a couple of photos in the hope that they would use them.” She said she was then contacted by the regional co-ordinator for the project and asked to apply to assist with the editorial. She attended a subregional meeting in Howick to discuss the content for the chapters on Southern Africa, and will now meet editors from other African regions in Nairobi, in a four-day editorial workshop.
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I’m really thrilled she is going there and would love to see pictures when she gets back 

	-Mikhail Peppas, journalism lecturer 


Mikhail Peppas, a lecturer in the Department of Journalism, said that they were very proud of Sanpath. “I’m really thrilled she is going there and would love to see pictures when she gets back.
“When one student develops a passion of visual images and photojournalism, through this they can create opportunities for themselves. This also encourages us as tutors and also motivate other students to take photos seriously,” said Peppas.
Melissa Martin, a friend of Sanpath’s, said, “I’m very excited about it and I’m extremely proud of her. I hope she makes loads of contacts and a good name for herself in Kenya and finds some potential for her and me.”
_________________________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES

In Wartime, Critics Question Peace Prize for Environmentalism

October 10, 2004

By PATRICK E. TYLER 

OSLO, Oct. 9 - The decision by the five-member Nobel Committee to award this year's Nobel Peace Prize to an environmental activist prompted some prominent Norwegians to criticize the selection, saying the effectiveness of the prize in promoting peace, enhancing security and endingconflicts could be diluted. 

In Norway's reserved and polite style of public debate, critics joined Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik in

congratulating and praising Wangari Maathai for receiving this year's prize, which includes a $1.36 million cash award, in recognition of her work in Africa fighting deforestation and her advocacy for democracy and women's rights. 

But then some prominent voices here wondered whether giving the prize for environmental activism, while a laudable activity, in a time of global concerns about war in the Middle East, terrorism and nuclear proliferation was underplaying the potential of the prestigious award. 

"I thought the intention of Alfred Nobel's will was to focus on a person or organization who had worked actively for peace," said Carl I. Hagen, leader of the Progress Party, whose senior political adviser, Inger-Marie Ytterhorn, is a member of the Nobel Committee. "It is odd that the committee has completely overlooked the unrest that the world is living with daily, and given the prize to an environmental activist," he told Norwegian state television on Friday. 

Espen Barth Eide, a former deputy foreign minister, said: "The one thing the Nobel Committee does is define the topic of this epoch in the field of peace and security. If they widen it too much, they risk undermining the core function of the Peace Prize; you end up saying everything that is good is peace." 

Nobel committee officials said Friday that they were further expanding the reach of the prize to recognize

environmentalism as a critical global issue. Work in humanism and human rights activism has already been

recognized. 

"I know some people have said the committee is enlarging the peace vocabulary with this award," Mr. Hagen said, "but I think they should have gone the other way. It's fine to fight for human rights and the environment, but this is the Nobel Peace Prize." 

But other prominent voices disagreed. 

On Saturday

morning, Aftenposten, Norway's most influential paper, admitted that it was possible to ask, "What does tree

planting have to do with peace?" 

But the answer, the newspaper replied, can be found in the Amazon, Haiti, China and Africa where deforestation, erosion and climate change "have changed the conditions of life for millions of people, led to hunger and need, created tensions between populations and countries." 

Therefore, the newspaper concluded, "there is something untraditional and exciting with this award." 

Former Prime Minister Kaare Willoch said in an interview that he, too, "would have expected that the Peace Prize would have dealt with nuclear proliferation, but I am infull agreement that there are good reasons for this prize, too." 

He said environmental and development problems in the third world were "distantly related to terrorism" because they exposed the divide between wealthy and poor nations and thus engendered resentment, hatred and, eventually, threats to security. 

"I will not participate with criticism of this prize," he said, "because it is intensely important to the Western

world to understand what is going on in less advantaged countries and to contribute to the improvement of

conditions." 

Walter Gibbs contributed reporting for this article.

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/10/10/international/europe/10nobel.html?ex=1098422861&ei=1&en=bff3ed615f10494c

DAVID SUZUKI

The Boston Globe 
Editorial

A pathfinder in Kenya

Tuesday, October 12, 2004

The Nobel Peace Prize committee this year stretched beyond the political crises of the day to address two enduring sources of conflict: environmental degradation and oppression of women. Wangari Maathai of Kenya was honored for demonstrating that an educated, forceful woman can effect environmental and social change in a male-dominated society. Maathai, a member of Kenya's Parliament and deputy minister of the environment, was far from powerful when she founded the Green Belt Movement in 1977. The Kenyan population was soaring, and the fertility rate, 8.1 children per woman, was among the highest in the world. Kenyan farmers were hungry for arable land. Maathai wanted them to reverse the deforestation that resulted.

Environmentalism had not been widely embraced in Africa, but Maathai was used to being a pathfinder. She was the first East African woman to earn a Ph.D., in biology.

In the 1980s Maathai ran afoul of two men: President Daniel arap Moi and her husband, who divorced her, saying she was "too educated" and hard to control. Moi may have thought the same when Maathai led a protest that stopped construction of a high-rise office building in a Nairobi park. This victory was one in a series of confrontations with the opposition that forced Moi to call elections in 1992. He won, but Kenya began a process that resulted in the rejection of a Moi stooge in 2002. Maathai was an important force in the peaceful transition to democracy.

The Green Belt Movement has resulted in the planting of 25 million trees, but the pressure on the countryside is unabated. Last week, facing criticism from constituents, Maathai said she would risk her parliamentary seat before ending opposition to farming in forests. Kenyans need to heed Maathai's advice and not be tempted by short-term profits at the cost of soil erosion.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a fellow Nobel laureate, said that the innovative award by the Nobel Committee to Maathai recognizes environmental justice as essential for peace. He pointed to the Darfur region of Sudan, where desertification has sharpened ethnic violence that is provoking a genocide.

Kenya, despite ethnic antagonisms, is far more peaceful, but economic pressures from a drop in agricultural production would be highly divisive. The environmentalism practiced by Maathai involves conflict avoidance as much as science. She fully deserves the Nobel Peace Prize.

- The Boston Globe 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
DALLAS MORNING NEWS

Nobel Surprise: Environment is a key element of war, peace 

01:30 AM CDT on Tuesday, October 12, 2004 

With war at the world's throat, the Nobel committee awarded its Peace Prize last week to Wangari Maathai, 64, a Kenyan woman best known for planting trees. Are they mad? 

Wakari Muta Maathai 

Age: 64 

Occupation: Member of Kenyan Parliament; women's rights activist; founder of Green Belt Movement (www.greenbeltmovement.org) 

Nobel citation: "Peace on earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment. Maathai stands at the front of the fight to promote ecologically viable social, economic and cultural development in Kenya and in Africa." 

From Ms. Maathai: "I think what the Nobel committee is doing is going beyond war and looking at what humanity can do to prevent war. Sustainable management of our natural resources will promote peace." (Time, Oct. 18 issue.) 

No, actually, just farsighted. As the Nobel committee chairman explained, "Peace on earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment." That has been the main focus of Ms. Maathai's work over the years. In 1977, she began the Green Belt Movement in Kenya, organizing poor women to plant tens of millions of trees to replace those they were taking for firewood. Her anti-deforestation movement has spread in a limited way across Africa. 

"People are fighting over water, over food and over other natural resources," she said. "When our resources become scarce, we fight over them. In managing our resources and in sustainable development, we plant the seeds of peace." 

This is not tree-hugging sentimentality, but practical geostrategic politics. In an influential 1994 Atlantic Monthly essay, the journalist Robert D. Kaplan called the environment "the national security issue of the early 21st century." Mr. Kaplan could not have foreseen 9-11, certainly, but the dire conditions he outlined in his piece have only been overshadowed, not ameliorated. 

The argument is simple: Resource scarcity around the globe will only increase as populations rise, in turn sparking wars, refugee crises and civil strife, particularly in Africa and other of the world's poorest regions, where governments and societies are least able to cope with it. 

One only needs look at the situation in Haiti today to see the world's future writ large, absent the work of visionaries like Ms. Maathai. Over the last 50 years, poor Haitians chopped down 98 percent of the nation's forests for firewood. With few trees left to hold the topsoil, flooding and mudslides from Hurricane Jeanne proved catastrophic. Now savage anarchy is loosed on the desperate nation. This is an entirely man-made disaster. 

And it will take the example set by a Kenyan woman, Nobel Peace laureate Wangari Maathai, to help put it right. We congratulate Ms. Maathai, and the Nobel committee for its unusual but wise choice. 

Online at: http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/opinion/editorials/stories/101204dnedikenya.9057f.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

Headline:  Seeds of Peace

Byline:   

Date: 10/13/2004

Plant a tree, win the Nobel Peace Prize? The world's highest honor, bestowed last week on a Kenyan feminist dynamo most famous for her grass-roots effort to plant some 30 million trees in Africa, has run 

smack into critics who question the connection between the peace prize and the environment.

In this new era of global terrorism, some people are astonished that the prize went for the first time to an environmentalist, and not to someone actively trying to prevent, say, the spread of weapons of mass 

destruction. "A peace prize should honor peace, not the environment," said Carl Hagen, the leader of Norway's opposition Progress Party.

But the Nobel committee has proven wonderfully visionary in granting the prize to Wangari Maathai. Now Kenya's deputy environment minister, Ms. Maathai has worked for nearly 30 years to combat deforestation 

while at the same time putting her own life on the line to stand up for democracy and women's rights in her country.

The first African woman to win the peace prize, Maathai points out that "many of the wars in Africa are fought over natural resources." The United Nations, for instance, finds a nexus between recent African hot 

spots like Burundi, Rwanda, eastern Congo, and Zimbabwe and environmental issues.

And if it's the Middle East that the more traditional peace prize advocates are concerned about, ponder this: What would be the outlook for conflict in that region if the world were no longer dependent on oil?

Futurists rightly warn it's impossible to decouple the environment from man's security. Some governments recognize this. Environmental protection, for instance, is written into the new European Union constitution.

Buckminister Fuller coined the phrase "spaceship Earth." To travel together, mankind's got to maintain it.

(c) Copyright 2004 The Christian Science Monitor.  All rights reserved. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
	SACRAMENTO (California) BEE

Editorial: Preserving for peace

Nobel award gets the focus right

· (Published October 12, 2004)
In awarding this year's Nobel Peace Prize to a Kenyan environmentalist, the Norwegian Nobel Committee admitted it had stretched the definition of an award that its founder, Alfred Nobel, said should go to the person who does the most to promote peace among nations. But in today's world it's not much of a stretch, and by honoring the work of Wangari Maathai, the committee has focused overdue attention on a crisis - the depletion of natural resources - that is a growing source of conflict. Indeed, one of the major causes of the human tragedy in Sudan's Darfur region is a fight over resources between black Africans and Arab Muslims.

Deforestation threatens the ability to farm and to develop adequate supplies of water for a huge region of Africa. One must now hope that Maathai's award ($1.3 million), and greater contributions from governments and international agencies, will enable her to expand the good work she has done. Already, the Green Belt Movement, which she founded in 1977, has planted more than 30 million trees in Africa to counteract the denuding of much of that continent's landscape as people cut down trees for firewood and clear land for farming, in the process worsening the erosion of precious soil needed to grow crops to feed millions.

Compared with other threats - poverty, disease, famine and war - deforestation may seem to be of secondary importance. But all of those afflictions are caused in large part by a shortage of and negligent exploitation of resources. They are further aggravated by the second-class status of women in many societies and, as a consequence, the stunting of democratic development. Maathai's campaign to overcome these hurdles resulted in her imprisonment under a previous dictatorial Kenyan regime.

Happily, under the current, more enlightened government in Nairobi she is a member of parliament and a deputy environment minister, in addition to chairing a department at the University of Nairobi.

By honoring Maathai's work, the Nobel committee has wisely expanded its definition of the struggle for peace, and has further signaled the world that its unfinished agenda in improving the human condition in all its regions is an unending one that deserves to be supported more generously and with a greater sense of urgency than the more richly endowed nations have yet to show.


	


_________________________________________________________________________________________
	The Denver Post

editorial

Nobel winner's seeds of hope
Monday, October 11, 2004 - The Nobel Peace Prize has been given a new and important meaning for the 21st century. For the first time, the honor has gone to an African woman, and to an environmentalist. The new laureate, Wangari Maathai, symbolizes the challenges - and hope - humanity faces in our era. 

Maathai, 64, currently serves as Kenya's deputy environmental minister but was cited by the Nobel committee for her longtime leadership of the Green Belt Movement. By planting more than 30 million trees across Africa, the movement has tried to reverse the continent's alarming deforestation and loss of native ecoystems and wildlife habitat. (Kenya has lost 90 percent of its native forests just since the 1950s.) Deforestation and other environmental problems also are at the root of Africa's intense poverty - and feuds over dwindling resources have set the stage for wars. By saving the trees, Maathai was trying to also save Africa.

In the past, the Nobel Peace Prize has gone to people involved in resolving conflicts, such as those in Northern Ireland and the Middle East. But today, "Peace on Earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment," said Nobel committee head Ole Danbolt Mjoes. "We have embraced the environment, democracy building and human rights and especially women's rights. We have added a new dimension to the concept of peace."

The Nobel Peace Prize has gone to other Africans, and to other women. But in honoring Maathai, the committee turned global attention to Africa's particular plight.

Although Kenya has been stable politically compared to many other African nations, the country faces enormous woes that mirror continent-wide troubles. Half of Kenya's population lives in poverty. About 6.7 percent of its people have HIV, and the average life expectancy is 45 years.

While more than 90 percent of Kenyan men can read and write, less than 80 percent of Kenyan women are literate. Most Kenyans are Christians, but the country is a hideout for Islamic terrorists partly because of its porous border with Somalia.

Although difficult, the situation isn't hopeless. Kenya's elections held two years ago were fair, and progress is being made against government corruption.

In her work that started with planting trees, Maathai helped seed hope for the future of her country, the continent and the world.


http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Science/Suzuki/2004/10/13/pf-667572.htm

__________________________________________________________________________

New Vision (Kampala)

EDITORIAL

THE WINNING of the Nobel Peace Prize by Kenyan ecologist Wangari Maathai is immense recognition of the great work done by environmentalists in this part of the world.

A nominally unexciting topic, the environment is nonetheless as critical to the livelihood of all mankind as even basic issues like health and nutrition. But because it does not have the kind of punch that an epidemic or famine carry, we tend not to give the environment as much import as it deserves.

In citing Prof. Maathai, the Nobel Committee, which gives the world's most prestigious individual awards, gave due recognition to the ecology, and we can only build on it.

Consider that the average, healthy Kampala resident has less need to wear warm clothing today than they did 20 years ago. Or that Kabale residents now do suffer from malaria. Or indeed that certain parts of Europe no longer see snow in the winter.

All these are, in combination with other factors, the result of global warming, a phenomenon that is slowly but steadily creeping in on us, with frightening implications for the future.

There are many more problems, localised and global in nature, that threaten the environment. Unsustainable use of natural resources like land and water, industrial and social pollution, rapidly expanding human population, war, and many other man-made problems threaten the ecology.

The Nobel Peace Prize, the most prestigious of the numerous awards, has normally been given to individuals and groups that have worked directly to stop conflict in the world. By giving this year's prize to an ecologist, the Nobel Committee is signalling that the environment is up there among the very biggest concerns for the peaceful existence of mankind.

Prof Maathai has blazed a trail that challenges all of us. Policy makers and homemakers alike, we each have a duty to build on what is probably the biggest moral boost that the environment has received.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
International Herald Tribune

Thursday., 14 October 2004

The genius of Wangari Maathai

CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts Several prominent Norwegians have questioned the Nobel Committee for awarding the Nobel Peace Prize to Wangari Maathai. Why honor environmental activism in an era when war, terrorism and nuclear proliferation are even more urgent problems? 

.

What they miss is Dr. Maathai's special genius. 

.

The first time we met Maathai was four years ago in an airy guesthouse beneath towering jacaranda trees on the outskirts of Nairobi. At the time, the Green Belt Movement she had founded nearly 25 years earlier was still struggling against the ruthless regime of President Daniel arap Moi. 

.

Maathai planted seven trees on Earth Day in 1977 to honor Kenyan women environmental leaders. Then, recognizing that deforestation could only be reversed if village women throughout her country became tree planters themselves, she launched the Green Belt Movement. Government foresters laughed at her idea of enlisting villagers; it took trained foresters to plant trees, they told her. 

.

Because Maathai didn't listen, today Kenya has 30 million more trees, all planted by village women. 

.

Maathai's genius is in recognizing the interrelation of local and global problems, and the fact that they can only be addressed when citizens find the voice and courage to act. Maathai saw in the Green Belt Movement both a good in itself, and a way in which women could discover they were not powerless in the face of autocratic husbands, village chiefs and a ruthless president. Through creating their own tree nurseries - at least 6,000 throughout Kenya - and planting trees, women began to control the supply of their own firewood, an enormous power shift that also freed up time for other pursuits. 

.

Then, through popular education, village women - who had watched public forests be used by the Moi regime to grant political favors - began to see forests differently, as something they, as citizens, had a claim to. 

.

Through the Green Belt Movement, village women also came to see that a narrow focus on export commodities, such as coffee, at the expense of environmentally appropriate food crops, was an inheritance of colonialism reinforced by IMF policies. 

.

That, too, they could change. 

.

Through a village food-security campaign, Green Belt members are learning to re-establish indigenous crops using organic methods and to reintroduce kitchen gardens - a skill many had lost in the wake of government-promoted export-oriented agriculture. 

.

Over the years, Maathai and members of the Movement have been jailed and even beaten for their protests of government anti-environment actions. One of the movement's organic-farming educators described to us how he was almost arrested for promoting sustainable agriculture. The government, it turned out, had lucrative contracts with major chemical agriculture companies; the teachers' education posed a serious threat. 

.

Maathai has also become a leader in international debt-relief efforts. By the time we traveled to Kenya in 2000, the Green Belt Movement had grown into a major pro-democracy force. 

.

In 2002, Maathai decided to run for a seat in Parliament. She beat her opponent 50 to 1. Women, we were told, danced in the streets of Nairobi for joy. A few weeks later, when President arap Moi stepped down after holding power for more than two decades, Maathai was appointed deputy minister of the environment. 

.

We last saw Maathai in May this year at a gathering in New York. She said she was helping write a new constitution for Kenya. "We are working on a Bill of Rights, only ours," she said, with her irrepressible grin, "will include rights not only for human beings, but for animals and the environment." 

.

We recalled our time in Kenya where we saw many village women wearing a Green Belt Movement T-shirt. The T-shirt says simply, "As for me, I've made a choice." In selecting Dr. Maathai, perhaps the Nobel Committee wants us to recognize that the real hope for peace, both with each other and with the earth itself, lies in the choices - individual and collective - of empowered citizens. 

.

Bringing this insight to life is Wangari Maathai's genius. 

__________________________________________________________________________

	


The International Herald Tribune

 October 11, 2004 Monday 
HEADLINE: Asean takes aim at wildlife poachers


BODY:
For the first time, Southeast Asian governments will undertake joint action against the region's booming illegal wildlife trade, according to a draft of a ministerial statement to be adopted Monday.

Conservationists say the initiative, although modest in scope, represents a major step forward in enforcing the United Nations convention that regulates international trade in animals and plants. Only two other multilateral accords on wildlife trade exist: the Lusaka Agreement Task Force, set up by six African governments in 1999, and the North American Wildlife Enforcement Group, set up in 1994 by Canada, Mexico and the United States.

The agreement by the 10 members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations is to be announced at a conference here of the 166 countries that are parties to the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 

Enforcement, or rather the lack of it, has been seen as a major weakness of the UN treaty for decades, but efforts by some governments and private groups to generate action on the issue ran into widespread inertia and even hostility from countries that feared they would become targets of censure or suffer violations of sovereignty.

The Asean decision reflects growing awareness of the scale of illicit trafficking in wildlife and its threat to biodiversity. It also comes amid warnings about the increasing role of international organized crime.

"There are indications that some aspects of wildlife crime may be funding terrorist activity," said John Sellar, senior enforcement officer of the UN protocol, who is a former police officer in Britain. Sellar said hard evidence of such links was scarce and had not been made public.

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra of Thailand set the scene for more action on enforcement at this conference by calling for increased government-to-government cooperation.

He also put Thailand forward to take the lead role in setting up what he termed a "Southeast Asian regional law enforcement network to combat nature crimes."

A draft of the statement to be made on Monday by Asean ministers responsible for implementation of the UN protocol makes no reference to this proposal, but they recognize that "concerted and coordinated joint actions are required" to address the illegal trade in endangered species.

The ministers also acknowledge a need to strengthen enforcement efforts, to share intelligence, to set up interagency task forces and to create "bilateral and multilateral arrangements between enforcement agencies responsible for common boundaries."

Asean ministers will not commit themselves to specific actions, according to the draft, but they will call for preparation of a plan to put into effect those measures they identify as necessary. The action plan should be drawn up in the next few months to go to Asean ministers for their consideration later in 2005, conservationists following the issue say.

"These are the building blocks," said James Compton, Southeast Asia regional director of Traffic, one of a number of private organizations that have advised Asean governments on the wildlife trade and treaty enforcement.

Alongside the Asean initiative, parties to the conference have adopted a proposal that urges governments "as a matter of urgency" to provide the UN with details of the national law enforcement and prosecuting agencies dealing with wildlife crime, to set up task forces focusing initially on the most endangered species and to nominate officials from their enforcement agencies to Interpol.

Emerging interest in the issue in the late 1990s suffered a major setback after Sept. 11, 2001, by the international preoccupation with combating terrorism.

"This is a tremendous jump start to get people thinking about enforcement," says Kevin Adams of the U.S. Wildlife and Fisheries Service.

Conservationists caution that the recommendations still need to go before the conference this week for consideration and that the value of the recommendations will depend on what governments do to put them into effect.

"Unless we push parties to make this happen, it won't," said Rosalind Reeve, an environmental lawyer working for the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation of Britain, "but at least we now have a mandate to take action."

LOAD-DATE: October 11, 2004 

BBC

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Bushmeat trade thriving in Kenya
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Bushmeat is an available source of protein in the absence of domesticated meat production


The meat from wild animals killed illegally is being sold in Kenya's capitol, Nairobi, a report has said. 
According to the Born Free Foundation, Nairobi is one of the many bushmeat trade "hot spots", which pose a serious threat to several wild animal species. 
The Eating The Unknown report says many customers of Nairobi butchers are unaware that they are buying bushmeat. 
The findings were presented at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species summit in Bangkok. 
Disease spread 
The report randomly surveyed 202 butchers in Nairobi and analysed the meat obtained from them at the Kenyan Wildlife Service's veterinary laboratory. 
It found that 25% of the products surveyed were bushmeat and 19% a mixture of game and meat from domestic animals. 
"The statistics suggest that nearly half the meat bought and sold from the 202 butcheries in the survey is either entirely or partly bushmeat," said Winnie Kiiru, East African representative of the Born Free Foundation. 
This is of concern for people as well as wildlife because the spread of diseases such as anthrax and Ebola have been linked to human consumption of wild animals. 
The trade in bushmeat is seen as one of the many threats facing African wildlife, including various monkey and antelope species as well as great apes such as the chimpanzee. 
It has emerged as a key issue at Cites, which regulates global trade in wild flora and fauna. 
No simple solution 
A recent report from the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) looked in detail at the bushmeat trade in Equatorial Guinea. It found people were buying bushmeat there because they had more money to spend and there was not a good alternative source of meat. 
The ZSL said an improved production of domestic meat could take the pressure off endangered species. 
The society argued that because people's livelihoods depended on the bushmeat trade, simply banning hunting outright was not a viable solution. The issue needed a more sophisticated approach, it said. 
The signatories to Cites are meeting in the Thai capital for their 12-day biennial summit which ends on Thursday. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Ecuador Seen Losing Glaciers to Global Warming
ECUADOR: October 13, 2004

QUITO, Ecuador - Global warming is melting Ecuador's cherished mountain glaciers and could cause several of them to disappear over the next two decades, Ecuadorean and French scientists said on Wednesday. 


The country's cone-shaped Cotopaxi volcano, towering at 19,347 feet, lost 31 percent of its ice cover from 1976 to 1997, according to a study by Ecuador's Meteorology Institute and France's scientific research institute IRD.
Other volcanoes such as El Altar could entirely lose their glaciers over the next 10 to 20 years, scientists said in a presentation to journalists.

That could mark the end of Ecuador's Avenue of the Volcanoes, a striking strip of ice-capped mountains that is a favorite among tourists to the Andean nation.

It could also threaten the drinking water supply to Ecuador's main cities such as capital Quito, which depends on snow-covered mountains for 80 percent of its water source. 


REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
_________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 14 October 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

Fight vs. wildlife crime needs global effort

Manila Times, Philippines, By Darren Schuettler, Reuters, 14 October 2004 - BANGKOK—Wildlife crime is a global threat and nations outside Southeast Asia, a major hub for the illegal trade, must do their part to curb demand, Thai Environment Minister Suwit Khunkitti said on Wednesday. 

“This is not a regional problem anymore. It is a global problem,” Suwit told Reuters in an interview on the sidelines of a United Nations wildlife conference in Bangkok.

http://www.manilatimes.net/national/2004/oct/14/yehey/opinion/20041014opi7.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

                                                                                                                    14 October 2004 

UNEP in the news

Conference highlights women's role in environmental sanitation

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Global Women's Assembly on Environment drew attention, as it wound up here Wednesday to the impact of toxic chemicals and the role of women and girls in the environmental recovery of war- ravaged zones. Among other proposals, the conference recommended that governments develop information kits for women, translated into local languages, on areas such as energy, global warming and indoor air pollution. The UNEP assembly, dubbed 'Women as the Voice for the Environment (WAVE)', which was organized in conjunction with the Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) recommended that poor women's groups be singled out for special funding for water, sanitation and poverty alleviation schemes. Financing for ecosystem management projects, covering areas such as wetlands, forests and mangrove swamps should also be focused on poor women's groups, delegates agreed. They suggested that carbon sink projects, including forestry and grassland schemes designed to soak up emissions of global warming gases should be promoted between women in developed and developing countries under the Community Carbon Fund of the World Bank. More than 140 women from 60 countries attended the Nairobi WAVE conference which sought to raise women's issues within the environmental component of the UN Millennium Development Goals and the implementation plan of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. The WAVE delegates will present their recommendations to governments attending UNEP's Governing Council in February 2005. "The delegates to our women's assembly have, without doubt presented the UN and governments with a challenging and lengthy list of important and concrete recommendations which can help guide our work over the coming years," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer remarked. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059719&dte=13/10/2004
Scientists study 'below ground' biodiversity

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - As farmers worldwide intensify efforts to increase produce by use of chemicals and fertilizers, a team of scientists from seven tropical countries are in Kenya studying the effects of chemicals on below ground biodiversity. A research dubbed "Conservation and Sustainable Management of Below Ground Biodiversity (CSM-BGBD) project", states that the global initiative aims at generating information and knowledge to better management the below ground biodiversity in tropical regions. The driving force behind the initiative, according to project co- coordinator Jeroen Huising, is the urgent need to slow the loss of the biodiversity and enhance better use of the soil for more productivity. "Proper use of the soil has to be maintained so that organisms below the ground can function fully to realize good results," the scientist told PANA late Tuesday in the central Kenya town of Embu, 136 km north of here, where he is currently leading the research team. The project is being implemented in seven tropical countries - Kenya, Uganda, Mexico, Brazil, Cote d'Ivoire, India and Indonesia - will cost about 1.2 billion Kenya.  The Global Environment Facility (GEF) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will finance the five-year programme.

General Environment News

Official links environmental management with poverty reduction
Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - To develop Mozambique and fight poverty requires careful management of the environment in the country, Casimiro Huate, chair of the national Environment Management Fund (FUNAB), has said. Speaking at a press conference to mark the Fund's fourth anniversary Tuesday, Huate said companies operating in the country must ensure their activities were environment-friendly. He said the ceremony for the FUNAB anniversary would take place 17 October in Moamba district, some 60-km north-west of Maputo. Moamba was chosen because it "is a severely deforested area," and the Escola Nova (New School), venue of the ceremony needs trees to provide shade for the pupils. "We want to teach them (pupils) at an early age and prepare them for major environmental challenges, because it is human beings, through their actions, who are polluting and destroying the environment, and we must cultivate good practices in our youth," he added. The Environment Ministry has inspection teams to advise on how to stem environmental damage and to punish offenders, but their main task is to educate people on the dangers of pollution. To support the fight against pollution, Huate said FUNAB, in co-ordination with other partners, was working on a legislation to punish offenders and protect natural resources. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059711&dte=13/10/2004
Southern Africa: Coping With Climate Change

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Given the impact of natural disasters on Southern Africa in recent years, and the risk that global climate change will bring more of the same, two international aid NGOs have called for greater investment in preparedness and risk reduction. A new study by the United Kingdom's Department For International Development (DFID) has warned that there could be an increase in the frequency of natural disasters, such as floods and drought, due to global warming. In a statement marking the International Day for Disaster Reduction on Wednesday, the International Federation of the Red Cross/Crescent (IFRC) noted that lives and livelihoods could be saved by investing more resources in disaster preparedness. Since 2000 the region had experienced "a variety of disasters, ranging from Cyclone Eline, ... which left a trail of destruction in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Zambia, Malawi and South Africa, [to] the recent floods in the Caprivi Strip in Namibia" the IFRC said. The IFRC senior disaster management officer for Southern Africa, Tamuka Chitemere, noted that "many governments of disaster-prone countries do not invest in preparedness because some disasters are a once-off event, but the effects are long-lasting". "We believe hazards don't always need to become disasters ... we can save lives and resources by investing in disaster reduction measures," he added. Françoise Le Goff, the Federation's head of the regional delegation for Southern Africa, said disaster preparedness "through proper early warning systems and other mitigation measures will certainly pay in saving lives and livelihood protection". The DFID report, 'Adaptation to Climate Change: Making Development Disaster-Proof', warned that global climate change could "result in more frequent or severe disasters and climatic shocks than experienced to date" and that this "provides further grounds for integrating risk management into development practices, and for considering strategically how to integrate long-term climactic change in risk management". http://allafrica.com/stories/200410130620.html
Oil Spill Devastates Ogoni Communities

Daily Champion (Lagos): AN oil spill from a pipeline and a fire ignited by a rupture on the same pipeline have devastated Mohdo and Goi, Ogoni communities in Gokana local government area of Rivers State. The spill, allegedly from a Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) 18-inch Trans-Niger trunk pipeline, is said to have spread over almost one kilometre since last Sunday when it occurred.  No lives were reported lost from the incident but when Daily Champion visited Goi, farmlands, fish ponds, traps and the aquatic life were obviously devastated. President of the Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), Mr. Ledun Mitee, who was contacted, described the incident as "an environmental nightmare of immense proportions." He claimed that he had written SPDC Managing Director, Mr. Basil Omiyi, yesterday morning "to request for some containment measure." But Daily Champion learnt that a team of fire fighters from the oil multinational was dispatched to quench the fire, but that access was denied them by militant youths. One of the firemen later told Daily Champion that they suspected sabotage as the cause of the fire. The spill, as observed, was several meters high. At Goi, where the fire occurred, the incident reportedly started last Monday at about 10.00 a.m. and was still raging as at 6.00 p.m. yesterday when Daily Champion left the scene. Villagers were seen scooping crude from the spill, saying it has medicinal effects. Thick smoke billowing upwards from the fire could be seen from miles. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410130218.html
Health Study Dispels Fear of Mercury Poisoning

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Residents of the Vissershok and Morningstar smallholding area near the city's main waste disposal site off the N7 highway are not being subjected to mercury poisoning, a new environmental health study has found. This study, commissioned by an inter-government task team headed by the city's health department, was done following the shock results of an independent study in 2002 which reported that residents showed high levels of exposure to certain toxic pollutants, including mercury. While the new study found that the average mercury level of Vissershok-Morningstar residents was well below the World Health Organization (WHO) standard, these residents nevertheless showed statistically significantly higher mercury levels than similar people living in Noordhoek, who were used as a control group. And at a meeting in Morningstar yesterday evening, where the results of the new study were presented to the residents, some in the audience of about 30 suggested that the cause of the earlier mercury poisoning had been the burning of medical waste in a nearby incinerator, which has since stopped. The incinerator is one of what has been dubbed "The Big Five" polluters of the area. The others include the waste disposal site and brickfields. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410130088.html
______________________________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATES

Please note that the Financial Times of today has a whole section on Sustainable Business. Among the articles there is one under the title

"Where sustainability means survival" mentionning UNEP, The Financial Initiative and quoting Monique Barbut (back page).  Unfortunately, the FT website does not permit access to each of these specific articles but for just a glance on the titles/contents, please see:

http://news.ft.com/cms/c2f5b89c-184a-11d9-8963-00000e2511c8.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
13 October 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric de la Rivière, Associate Spokesperson for the 
Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon. Pardon for the delay. 
**S-G in China
Starting with the Secretary-General, he left Beijing earlier today, and arrived this afternoon in Dublin, Ireland, where he will meet with the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, and other senior officials in the coming days.
Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General met with Chinese President Hu Jintao, with whom he discussed efforts to stabilize Iraq and the lessons of that war.  The President said he felt the UN’s role in the world had to be strengthened.  They also discussed the Millennium Development Goals, UN reform, the worsening situation between Israelis and Palestinians, the six-party talks on North Korea, and Iran’s nuclear programme, as well as Taiwan.
The Secretary-General invited the President to attend the summit next year at next year’s General Assembly, marking the sixtieth anniversary of the United Nations.  And the President accepted his invitation. 
**UNRWA
Turning to the Middle East, the nine-year-old girl who was shot yesterday while in a UN-flagged school in the Gaza Strip died of her injuries this morning, according to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).
She is the second young child in recent weeks to die after being shot while sitting at her UNRWA school.
The Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, said the two killings are “horrific by anyone’s standards.  Schools should be havens of peace”.
The Agency has repeatedly called on the Israeli military to stop firing at its schools.  There have now been four such incidents in the past two years. 
And we have a press release with more details available upstairs.
**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General On UNRWA
I now have a statement, also on the Middle East and UNRWA:
“The Israeli Government has acknowledged that the video of the UNRWA ambulance does in fact show the driver handling a stretcher and not a rocket, as first reported.
“The Secretary-General is committed to preventing the illegal use of UN vehicles or facilities by armed militants.  Should any further issues arise, the Secretary-General expects the Government of Israel to share with the United Nations, through normal diplomatic channels, any information it might have so that the matter may be properly investigated.”
This statement is available upstairs.
**Iraq - Reconstitution
Turning to Iraq, everything must be done between now and January to foster a political climate in Iraq that is conducive to open, free and fair elections, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator, Mark Malloch Brown, told a donor conference on Iraq in Tokyo today. 
But Malloch Brown added that we should not be short-sighted to look only at a timetable that takes us to January.  He said we must also ensure that after the elections, the Iraqi people start to have a choice about lifestyle, education and jobs.
He said that, because UN staff are among those targeted in Iraq, the UN presence has not been in the numbers that it should be.  “It is not enough, and we know it”, he said.
He told donors that UNDP had transferred some 400 million dollars to UN implementing organizations for forty approved projects. 
And we have copies of his speech available upstairs.
**Sudan
Turning to the Sudan, the World Food Programme says that the security situation in all three states of Darfur is extremely volatile and is adversely affecting the delivery of food aid, especially in north Darfur.
The UN mission in Sudan reports that the north-western area of north Darfur has been declared a no-go area for UN agencies following the tragic incident over the weekend when two humanitarian staff were killed and one was injured after their vehicle hit a landmine.
In its weekly briefing in Khartoum, the UN mission there reports that the polio national immunization campaign is progressing well, with a high-level participation in the launch in west Darfur.
And on the political front, the next round of Abuja peace talks on the situation in Darfur is scheduled to start on October 21.  In his discussions with the Government of Sudan and the rebel groups, the Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, recommended that they focus, during the latest round of talks, on the political issues and to tackle the root causes of the conflict.  He also called on all parties to engage in negotiations with good faith and with a firm commitment to achieve a sustainable peace settlement.  The United Nations will participate at the Abuja meetings.
**Security Council
Here in New York, there are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.
One Security Council document we would like to flag for you is the latest report of the board of auditors of the UN Compensation Commission for Iraq, which is, as you know, based in Geneva.
**Côte d’Ivoire - Humanitarian
On Côte d’Ivoire, on the humanitarian side, the 12 confirmed cases of polio in Côte d’Ivoire in less than a year mark a drastic increase in a country in which polio was thought to have been eradicated, says the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
The latest cases have all been confirmed in the northern zone of the country, where medical services have been largely cut off since the country plunged into conflict two years ago.
To date, humanitarian agencies have received just 6 per cent of the $14.3 million they have requested to carry out emergency health programmes in Côte d’Ivoire. 
And we have more upstairs in a note from OCHA.
**Horn of Africa - Humanitarian
Also on the humanitarian front, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Humanitarian Crisis in the Horn of Africa, Martti Ahtisaari, arrives today in Asmara, Eritrea to review the humanitarian situation in the country.  
High on his agenda will be efforts to raise international awareness of the humanitarian crisis in Eritrea and ongoing measures to address the food and security situation. 
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that it has learned that inadequate rainfall in September could result in a "total failure" of long-cycle crops and even below-average harvest of short-cycle crops in Eritrea.
**UNICEF - East Europe Report
The UN Children’s Fund released a report today that finds that millions of children in Eastern Europe and Central Asia still live in poverty despite economic progress in every country. 
And we have more upstairs on that report.
**DSG – US Council for International Business
Last night the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, addressed a meeting of the US Council for International Business.  She noted that the UN has long worked with business but it is only in recent years that the UN has really opened up to business and tried to breathe life into that relationship. 
According to Ms. Fréchette, many things have to be done to build a fairer and more sustainable globalization.  But one of them is to work more closely with key agents of globalization, including business, and to encourage them to assume their responsibilities.  And, the full text of her speech is available upstairs.
**FAO - Locusts Critical
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reports that numerous locust swarms are now on the move across the Sahelian countries of West Africa, and the campaign to control them is entering a critical phase.
The FAO and World Food Programme report significant crop damage in the areas affected.  We have more in a press release upstairs.
**Cities - Caviar Limits
Just a few more items. Time limits are to be placed on the international trade in caviar, according to a decision taken by delegates at the tirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

And we have more upstairs on that as well.
**CEDAW – Twenty-fifth Anniversary
Today marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, also known as the CEDAW Convention.
In a statement released today to mark the occasion, the CEDAW Committee has said that even though much progress towards eliminating discrimination against women has been made since the Convention was adopted, in no country in the world has women’s full de jure and de facto equality been achieved, with discriminatory laws still on the statute books of many States.  And a press release and a statement from the committee are available at the documents counter.
**UNEP – Women Environmentalists
In Nairobi, wrapping up a landmark conference entitled “Women as the Voice for the Environment” (or WAVE), delegates expressed deep concern about the massive, continuing degradation of the environment, with its far-reaching effects on health and livelihoods of communities, particularly towards indigenous women.
They’ve made a number of recommendations, and we have more information on that upstairs.
**UNFPA - Migration
Yesterday, we flagged a number of events marking the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo. 
Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, the head of the UN Population Fund, speaking at a round table yesterday, noted that international migration is increasingly being perceived as a development tool and a main source of capital for developing countries, rather than a failure of development.  As such, she said, the world must put migration at the centre of the global development agenda and mainstream population policy.  
**Afghanistan - Helicopter
Yesterday, I had mentioned to you that there had been a UN helicopter that had forced to land, stranding eight people near the Afghanistan-China border, and that the helicopter was flying to pick up ballot boxes from the recent elections.
We were told that the team was rescued this afternoon by another UN helicopter, and the eight are reported to be well and in good spirits.
**Poverty
And, lastly, on poverty, success in combating poverty will be the focus of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, which is to be marked here in New York tomorrow.
At 11:15, a press conference in this room will feature the Archbishop of Cape Town, as well as the author of a study in the Philippines, and Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière of France. 
From 2:00 to 3:00, a ceremony at the Commemorative Stone in Honor of the Victims of Extreme Poverty will take place in the UN garden.
And then, from 4:00 to 6:00, a panel at the FamilySchool on 47th Street will discuss lessons learned in the fight against poverty in Guatemala, the Philippines and the United States.
That’s it for me?  Any questions? Susie?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  [inaudible] the Israeli retraction about its accusation that the UN was using its ambulance to transport a rocket.  Is the Secretary-General looking for any fuller explanation and also for any kind of public apology?

Spokesman:  We’re waiting to hear back from our team, which is currently in the region, with a fuller explanation of what exactly happened.  And they should be back shortly.

Question:  What about an apology?

Spokesman:  Well, let’s first wait for the team to report back to us.  Anything else? Mr. Diallo, please.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you, Stéphane.  Good afternoon. The General Assembly is continuing its session this morning and this afternoon.  Twenty-three speakers are expected to take the floor.  The list is available in our office in room S-378 or via e-mail.  The e-mail of the spokesperson is gaspokesperson@un.org. 

Also this morning, the main committee of the General Assembly heard a briefing by Professor Ibrahim Gambari, Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on Africa, on the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, NEPAD.  The United Nations is one of the main pillars of support to that African initiative.  The forms of support by the United Nations system have included technical assistance, financial assistance, advocacy work, developing norms and standards, and capacity-building.

There are more details in the Secretary-General’s report on progress in implementation and international support for NEPAD.  I’m going to give you the document number.  It’s A/59/206.  I would also, in this connection, like to draw your attention to the fact that the report will be discussed in the plenary session of the General Assembly next week, on the 18 and 19 of October.

Professor Gambari’s office distributed two press kits, which are available to you.  They’re very interesting press kits.  One kit contains recent studies and publications undertaken by Professor Gambari’s office.  The second kit contains actions by the United Nations system in support of the partnership, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.  He also flagged to the participants this morning two events, which are being organized by his office.  The first event is on the 18 of October, at 1:15 to 2:45 in conference room 5, which is a round table on promoting the domestic private sector development in Africa.  The second panel will be on the 19 of October, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. That panel will be discussing the role of civil society in the prevention of armed conflicts in Africa. 

Regarding the committees, I’ll give you information on three committees very quickly.  The First Committee is continuing its general debate on disarmament and international security agenda items.  Those include improving the effectiveness of the Committee’s working methods; measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass destruction; and reducing nuclear danger.  This general debate in the first committee will go on until 15 of October, after which, there will be a thematic discussion on all items.  The final phase involves actions on the text, and that final phase will be from the 25 of October and the 5 of November.

The Second Committee is discussing the follow-up to what is commonly known as FFD, that is, the International Conference on Financing for Development.  And there will be a panel discussion this afternoon on remittances by migrants as a source of financing for development.

In the Third Committee, as Stéphane mentioned, today is the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of CEDAW, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.  The Third Committee is discussing the subject of the advancement of women, and the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, will participate in a special round table to commemorate this very, very important anniversary.

That’s all I have for you. Any questions? If not, thank you.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK "conference" ��PANA - Conference highlights women's role in environmental sanitation � 


� HYPERLINK "range" ��Reuters - Nobel Prize for green activist expands award range�


� HYPERLINK "health" ��UN News Centre - Women call for studies of health impact of environmental degradation�


� HYPERLINK "feast" ��Times of Oman - A veritable feast at the seminar�


� HYPERLINK "women" ��IPS - Kenya: Women Hail Nobel Peace Prize Winner�


� HYPERLINK "edit" ��Ditonline - Journ student to edit book in Nairobi�
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