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Other Environment-related News

· BBC – Blair unveils his green offensiver with demand US ratifies Kyoto
· BBC -  UK must lead on climate change'
· BBC - Arctic's toxic burden harms bears 
· ENS - Trailing Death, Destruction, Ivan Tracks for Florida Panhandle 
· NZ Herald - Deadly hurricane Ivan spares all but a small part of Cuba 

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA (13 and 14 September)

· ROAP
· ROWA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of  13  September 2004
S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  13 September 2004
The Daily News (New Plymouth, N.Z)

September 13, 2004, Monday
Taranaki campaign emphasises awareness Region has a top turnout for annual spring clean Clean Up concept was born in Oz

BYLINE:  SHAW Mike

BODY:
CLEAN Up New Zealand Week provides an opportunity each year for communities to focus on their environment and how they can improve its quality.

It's been a highly successful promotion to date, last year involving an estimated 110,000 school children around the country. In Taranaki in 2003, more than 6000 people co-ordinated their efforts to clean up their environment -- an effort that placed it among the top campaigns in the country.

This week, from today through to Sunday the 19th, is the official 2004 promotion nationally but New Plymouth, Stratford and South Taranaki districts focused their clean up activities on last week to avoid a clash with the first weekend of the school holidays. 

"We brought the week forward so the schools could be cleaned before the holidays began," explains the campaign's regional co-ordinator, Micah Brown at New Plymouth District Council. "The timing is not so critical . . . we want to keep people thinking and raise their awareness."

At last count, more than 5600 people were involved in this year's Taranaki clean up Micah says. A variety of companies, groups and organisations were represented in that number, but the majority were from the region's schools.

The Taranaki promotion also involved a number of competitions, including colouring-in, an art piece, and essay and poem writing, she adds.

"The theme was 'How do my waste habits today influence our environment tomorrow?' We had some really amazing competition entries . . . including some high quality essays and poems that make you think young people have a real awareness of their environment. It's very encouraging."

Sponsors have committed to three years of support for the Taranaki campaign and the councils have built up a supply of collection bags, nomination forms and other materials to last through that period.

Micah is impressed with the Taranaki attitudes she has found.

"I came up from Wellington and there's a real sense of community here . . . people are doing things for the well-being of their community, not just for themselves."

Rubbish collected so far this year has been of a conventional nature, Micah says.

"Groups don't pick up anything dangerous -- they report things like needles and we have them picked up. There's plastics, newspaper, beer bottles and other alcohol containers, takeaway packaging . . . the standard sort of thing.

"Nothing serious has been reported this year."

Volunteers usually nominate an area they want to clean up, such as a school property, or a reserve or park nearby. Beaches are also a popular option. A lot of people have a passion for an area, says Micah, but by nominating them ahead of time the organisers can make sure the same places are not repeatedly cleaned.

If there is no preference, then the councils have a list of priority areas to which Micah can refer groups.

Schools and some groups, including council teams, took time during the week days to clean up their nominated areas, she says. "Other groups focused their efforts on the weekend."

School groups, numbering up to several hundred have been the largest of those involved.

"A number of families also organise their own clean-ups, usually targeting their own street or a local park."

Some groups are as small as the pair of dedicated environmentalists who have been cleaning up a 12km stretch of rural roadway, Micah adds. "They do it every year by themselves throughout the week and collected 10 bags of rubbish."

Micah's group of NPDC staff, which cleaned up along Octavius Place late last week collected 20 bags of rubbish.

NPDC recreation and events manager David Lee is impressed with the follow-up to last year's success.

"We still have more people ringing us every day . . . today (Thursday) alone there have been over 120 extra participants signing up. I have no doubt that we will field calls next week and the final number of participants will rise even more.

"It is fantastic to realise that around 6% of Taranaki residents are consciously and deliberately involved with spring cleaning the environment.

"My guess is that this is the highest participation rate in New Zealand, as it was last year.

"We've got to be proud of that . . . and we all benefit." SEVENTEEN years ago a solo-yachtsman and builder had a simple idea to make a difference in his own backyard -- Sydney Harbour.

In 1987, Ian Kiernan AO competed in the BOC Challenge solo yacht race and as he sailed around-the-world he was shocked by the pollution he continually encountered in areas such as the Sargasso Sea in the Caribbean.

Having waited years to see the Sargasso's legendary long golden weeds, Ian's anticipation turned to anger and disappointment when he found them polluted and tangled with rubbish.

Ian recalled: "I can't overstate the disappointment I felt when I found this sea of magic and myth littered with rubbish from discarded thongs, plastic buckets, disposable nappies, to toothpaste tubes and plastic bags."

Once back in Sydney, Ian enlisted the help of friends and held Clean Up Sydney Harbour Day (1989) which motivated 40,000 volunteers to remove rusted car bodies, plastics of all kinds, glass bottles and cigarette butts from the harbour.

Ian and his committee believed that if a city could be mobilised to take action, then so could the whole nation. Almost 300,000 volunteers turned out on the first Clean Up Australia Day in 1990 and that involvement has steadily increased over the last 14 years.

The next step for Ian was to take the concept of Clean Up Australia Day to the rest of the world. After gaining the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Clean Up the World was launched in 1993.

The uptake of Clean Up the World globally (more than 35 million people from 109 countries took part last year) has demonstrated that this simple Australian idea has universal appeal and the health of the environment is of concern to people worldwide.

In 1998, Ian was awarded the prestigious United Nations Environment Programme Sasakawa Environment Prize. The honour was awarded for "mobilising tens of millions of people around the globe to take responsibility for their own environment." Ian has also been named a Global 500 Laureate while Clean Up the World's ability to bring communities and individuals together has been honoured by a Building World Citizenship Award from the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.

"The collective efforts of so many clearly illustrate that solutions to the many pressing issues facing our planet can begin with action by each and every one of us," said, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Hurricanes and Global Warming: Is There a Link? 
I could see this one coming. 

The other day a lady in my department saw me and said, "Well, George, with all these hurricanes it's pretty clear that global warming is happening, right?" I think Jane was just being playful, because she's heard me talk about global warming and knows of my "politically incorrect" viewpoint on this issue, Yet she raises a question that a lot of people have been asking: does the busy hurricane year in the Atlantic have anything to do with global warming?

 

The short answer: no.

 

The long answer:

 

Long-term statistics on hurricanes are quite good, so we can have some confidence in the trends we see in hurricane counts. There are two reasons for this: (1) hurricanes are big, powerful storms and very hard to miss; (2) they are well-defined. The Saffir-Simpson scale uses wind speed (one-minute average) to define a hurricane's strength, starting at 74 mph (Category 1) and ending at speeds above 155 mph (Category 5). Other rating systems use central pressure as a criterion.
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Figure 1, obtained from data provided by the National Hurricane Center, shows hurricane strikes (landfalls) by decade in the U.S. since 1900. The 1940s were rather busy, the 70s the quietest, and the 1990s pretty close to the long-term average. A simple linear fit suggests a decrease over time. This is a result echoed by Easterling, et al (2000), who said, "the number of intense and landfalling Atlantic hurricanes has declined." In the Gulf of Mexico there is "no sign of an increase in hurricane frequency or intensity," according to Bove, et al (1998). For the North Atlantic as a whole, according to the United Nations Environment Programme of the World Meteorological Organization, "Reliable data … since the 1940s indicate that the peak strength of the strongest hurricanes has not changed, and the mean maximum intensity of all hurricanes has decreased."

 

Granted, there has been an upswing in the Atlantic since 1995, and this year's bumper crop of storms has struck Florida in numbers and intensities seldom occurring before. A sign of things to come, especially in a warmer world? Not according to Bill Gray's Tropical Forecast group at Colorado State University. Gray, who has developed successful methods for predicting hurricane activity, said, "Various groups and individuals have suggested that the recent large upswing in Atlantic hurricane activity (since 1995) may be in some way related to the effects of increased man-made greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide (CO2). There is no reasonable scientific way that such an interpretation of this recent upward shift in Atlantic hurricane activity can be made."
 

And there is no reason to expect increases in hurricanes due to greenhouse warming. Climate models, for all their problems, are unanimous in at least one respect: they predict that most of the future warming will be in high latitudes, in the polar regions. This will reduce the north-south temperature gradient and make poleward transfer of heat less vigorous -- a task in which tropical storms play a major role. All other things being equal, a warmer world should have fewer, not more, hurricanes.

 

The same effect should reduce the overall intensity of mid-latitude storms as well. Does it? Let's examine the evidence.

 

Schwartz and Schmidlin (2002) analyzed frequencies of blizzards in the US since 1959. Defining a blizzard as a storm with falling or blowing snow, visibilities less than 400 meters and winds over 16 m/sec, they concluded that there have been increasing numbers of blizzards reported, while the area affected by all blizzards has not changed significantly. This would indicate that blizzards are becoming smaller. It is also possible that "NWS is recording smaller, weaker blizzards in recent years that went unrecorded earlier in the period, as occurred also in the official record of tornadoes in the United States," which would suggest that blizzard frequency increases may be overstated.

 

Changnon and Changnon (2000) studied hail frequencies in the US over the last century. They found that "the national average based on all hail values formed a bell-shaped 100year distribution with hail occurrences peaking in mid-century." Thunderstorm distributions were similar to the hail results. Further, the authors found that hail insurance loss values have declined since the 1950s, in agreement with the hail results.

 

Zhang, et al (2000) examined storm activity along the US East Coast over the twentieth century. After stating, "it has been speculated that future global warming will change the frequency and severity of tropical and extratropical storms," the authors used historical data in an attempt to help predict future trends. Using a variety of indices, including storm surge water levels, the authors found "no significant trend in storm activity during this century along the East Coast." The real problem along the coastline, they say, is not changing climate but changing land use, as more and more development occurs along the shorelines, creating greater susceptibility to storm damage.

 

Gulev, et al (2000) employed NCEP/NCAR reanalysis data since 1958 to study the occurrence of winter storms over the northern hemisphere. They found a statistically significant (at the 95% level) decline of 1.2 cyclones per year for the period, during which temperatures reportedly rose in much of the hemisphere.

 

"Global warming causes increased storminess" makes for interesting headlines. It also violates fundamental scientific truth and the lessons of history.

 

(Scoop) Upton-on-line

13 September 2004 

In this edition:  The sustainability of sustainable develoopment

excerpts from a recent paper on sustainable development (strictly for policy wonks) 

The sustainability of sustainable development 

This week in Zurich, Upton-on-line is presenting a paper at the inaugural Holcim Forum - a symposium for engineers, architects and construction industry people put together by the Holcim Foundation. This bodly, established to advance the cause of sustainable construction has been created by Holcim, one of the world's biggest cement companies. Somewhat rashly the organisers asked the chairman of the Round Table on Sustainable Development at the OECD to provide an over-view of the international policy environment. What follows are some extracts from the address which will shortly appear on the arcadia website - www.arcadia.co.nz 

Upton-on-line's verdict on the twelve years since Rio is less than flattering: 

"Any honest assessment of whether, in the 12 years since Rio, the world economy has embarked on the sort of sustainable global development path many hoped for, would have to be that it has not. One popular explanation for this is what is claimed to be a ‘lack of political will’. You will hear this phrase in many international fora. But this seems to me facile. Better explanations might be that leaders either didn’t know what they were signing up to or, more cynically, that they never intended to deliver. 

I prefer the first explanation. I think the world embraced a concept that it only poorly understood and then allowed it to be elaborated in ways that assumed agreement where there wasn’t any. Over and over again we have witnessed verbal consensus where there were real differences or, more importantly, insufficient hard information to operationalise concepts that were often nebulous." 

So what is the way forward for those who have embraced the cause? A much longer extract follows: 

"To my mind the public policy agenda should be re-cast in a more modest, pared down version that is compatible with the sort of human and institutional limitations that politicians and citizens with limited resources and, frankly, limited attention spans can realistically be asked to embrace. 

In the first place, policy makers should avoid versions of sustainability that represent themselves as ethically-imperious theories of everything. This is contested terrain where what we don’t know is almost certainly more significant than what we do know. Paradigms that seek to enfold everything take on a quasi-religious status that simply will not command widespread engagement or support debate and disagreement, the essential raw material for problem solving. 

Secondly, they should return to that original Rio compromise – avoiding irreversible environmental degradation that would be to our long-run cost while allowing for a path out of poverty in the developing countries of the world. (The ‘modesty’ of that agenda is, by the way, strictly relative!) We need to deal with four factors: ignorance, time, a reluctance to make difficult trade-offs and a system of international treaties that is not equal to some of the challenges globalisation poses. Let me deal briefly with each in turn. 

Ignorance is in some ways the easiest problem to describe. We know the extent of the changes we have made to the concentration of atmospheric gases responsible for trapping incoming solar radiation and the likely impact on tropospheric temperatures ; we know that human activity is now controlling or interfering with 25-40% of the planet’s photosynthetic output ; we know that we have doubled the global terrestrial fixation of nitrogen from the atmosphere and tripled the rate at which phosphorus is lost from soils to watercourses (and ultimately finding its way into the oceans) . 

These are significant interferences in the bio-geochemical cycles that have over time created the sort of biosphere we are familiar with. What we don’t know is the likely consequence of this scale of interference or (as seems inevitable) the consequences of even larger interferences. The sheer complexity of these cycles – and the paucity of available data in some respects – means that we cannot say with any confidence what sort of feedbacks might cause sudden, unexpected changes in the sort of world we expect to be living in. These feedbacks might not necessarily all be negative. We just don’t know. 

Remaining resolutely focussed on improving our scientific understanding is essential. The biosphere is – and always has been – in a state of constant change. Human pressures are adding to those changes. We need to understand better the changing, dynamic nature of the biosphere and, given its complexity, be cautious about rash verdicts either of impending doom or Pollyanna-ish complacency. As Professor Vaclav Smil reminds us: 

“What we need is not more clever arguing, and what we cannot get, given the inherent complexities of biospheric transformations and major uncertainties concerning their outcomes, is a confident, albeit probabilistic, appraisal of our prospects.” 

Take loss of biodiversity as an illustration of flying blind. While there is huge debate over the number of species and the natural or ‘background’ rate of species extinction, there seems little doubt that we have increased that rate by as much as an order of magnitude. In the process we are getting rid of species we haven’t described and whose importance for eco-system functioning and/or potential human value are unknown. The implicit choice that is being made is between the conservation of potential ‘knowledge’ embodied in living things versus the creation of new ‘knowledge’ through the on-going substitution of natural for human capital. What we don’t know is whether we’re losing something of much greater long-term value than what we’re gaining. 

Ignorance of the human world is no less concerning although potentially more tractable. Certainly, if we are talking about what we need to do to meet basic developmental goals, we don’t need large amounts of additional information to know where the priority issues reside. The analysis of global health priorities, for instance, presented by the Commission on Macroeconomics and Health provides a more than adequate ‘ball-park’ idea of what governments would need to do to tackle the major causes of morbidity and early mortality. But a similar level of prioritising is lacking from some of the other development goals governments say they take seriously. 

What about time? It’s something all of us are short of and much attention has been lavished on trying to forecast the timescales within which actions must be taken to avert this or that crisis. There are two problems here. 

One is that our forecasting abilities are woefully inadequate for the complex human responses we are trying to guess. Even something as apparently quantifiable as the dynamics of population growth remains shrouded in conjecture. As a distinguished demographer, Joel Cohen, has remarked, “the demographic future has none of the inevitability that population projections convey …[because] … no one knows what people will choose to want.” If we can’t predict choices about fertility, it should come as even less of a surprise that attempts to forecast future energy demand (a key determinant of the time we may or may not have to head off serious climatic risks) are almost doomed at the outset. A recent survey of forecasting attempts over the last 100 years described the whole enterprise as “a manifest record of failure”. 

Yet we need to have some working hypotheses about what it is we are trying to sustain over what time-frame and then be in a position to monitor what actually happens because, as has been observed, sustainability can only be assessed after the fact. Hence the importance of constantly monitoring trends over time and being prepared to adapt to those trends. (This is what the universal take up of the economic and environmental accounts I spoke of earlier would help us to do.) 

But there is a second sense in which time is not ‘on our side’ and that is the time it takes for both institutions and attitudes to change. Look at the time it takes to try to stabilise dysfunctional states. Look at the time it takes to mobilise even functional societies to confront a challenge such as AIDS. I don’t intend to dwell on this point but it does seem to me the single biggest challenge to those who argue for urgent change, with little more than exhortations for information and education. 

I am unaware of any evidence to suggest that even democratic societies (which one assumes tend to be the most information rich and open to new ideas) are capable of sustaining radical policy changes without the stimulus of a crisis. Is this so surprising? At the level of individual agents, we know how difficult it is to persuade people to modify their behaviour even when lifestyle risks they run are well described and the risks of harm strongly predictable. 

I don’t expect you to draw comfort from this assessment, but I can see little to be gained by promoting policies that simply ignore the time it takes for people to change their behaviour in the face of risks that, in terms of human timescales, are relatively long term. 

Next there is the question of trade-offs – both in a physical sense and in a policy sense. One of the unfortunate trends in much writing about sustainability has been a flirtation with the notion that there is some lost equilibrium that must be re-captured. It is certainly valid to point to the greatly-increased rate of change that human activity is causing to the biosphere thereby possibly placing at us at risk of feedbacks that occur on timescales to which our civilisation cannot adapt. But it is misleading to suggest that there is some way we can live that removes the need for constant adaptation. 

Indeed there are intriguing possibilities that natural climate change has actually been a driver for a succession of civilisational turning points that have in turn been rendered fragile by successive changes. Our civilisation is inextricably caught up in a dynamic process that has always required change. With this is mind I must tell you that my eyebrows were raised by one item on the Holcim Foundation’s website under a picture of some cave drawings from Brazil. The caption claims that that the cave dwellers of the Serra de Capìvera “lived in total harmony with their environment. They are considered forerunners of a balanced interaction between all nature’s forces.” Is this really so? How do we know? They are not there today. Whatever happened to them – be it climatic, biological or social – proves that their state of ‘total harmony’ was transient. 

Civilisation as it has evolved since the last ice age has been based on the transformation of natural capital (to revert to the language of accounting I have already spoken of). We have chosen to transform natural capital into physical and intellectual resources which we have found more desirable (and in many cases necessary to secure our survival in the face of an environment in which total harmony has eluded us). That is going to continue. Amidst all the various scenarios of which I am aware, none posits a world in which we achieve some equilibrium that leaves the remaining unaltered elements of the biosphere in their present state. Even the most optimistic scenarios envisage a widening human ‘footprint’. 

Take for example the most radical ‘sustainability first’ scenario sketched in UNEP’s GEO-3 report published in 2002. This scenario (one of four) is described as one in which 

“a more visionary state of affairs prevails, where radical shifts in the way people interact with one another and with the world around them stimulate and support sustainable policy measures and accountable corporate behaviour.” 

In comparing the outcomes of the four scenarios the authors rightly point out that many of the benefits of their ‘sustainability first ‘scenario would accrue beyond the period for which they modelled results (to 2030). Notwithstanding that their results show large, ongoing substitutions of natural capital. Atmospheric concentrations of CO2 would still rise from 380 to 450 ppm, biodiversity is still under threat across 56% of the land area. 

The numbers here are less important than the trends. Very simply, a future world even involving ‘radical’ changes in human interactions will involve massive on-going change. 

That means facing a future with, at the least, very significant continuing trade-offs. And since a prudent acquaintance with human nature suggests not using a ‘visionary’ or ‘radical’ state of affairs as the baseline, the trade-offs are likely to be even more significant. Last year’s World Energy Outlook forecast $16 trillion of new investment in energy services, the overwhelming bulk of which was in the fossil fuel sector. 

Clearly there is no single sort of ‘sustainability’ or balance of trade-offs we might aim for. It all depends on the choices everyone from governments to individual consumers make. Different substitutions of resources will degrade or enhance different stocks in different ways, almost certainly unpredictably. If you look at the consumption trends of rich societies – and even more so those of rapidly developing societies – it is tempting to conclude that we’ve taken a collective ‘bet’ that high and rising levels of resource use bring with them the technological capability to deal with any unforeseen problem. What if we’re wrong? 

On the other hand, to take – by means of stringent government controls – a different bet, namely that we should radically constrain resource use takes a different sort of a bet: that a radical change to political and social expectations in many countries is sustainable and that we have the institutional capabilities to deal with unforeseen human problems! 

My own view of the trade-offs is irrelevant. All I want to emphasise is that there is no unique pathway to some ideal state. All we have are messy trade-offs, none of them costless. I note that the Holcim Foundation has soberly proposed that the benefits of its balancing of economic, social and environmental goals must “outweigh the costs and efforts made to achieve them”. Who could disagree with that? The answer is potentially everyone, because we don’t have a standard metric with which to weigh many of the benefits in particular. 

Finally there is the issue of sorting out the jungle of treaties and international initiatives that currently take the place of any coherent global governance. I have already referred to the post-Rio flurry of treaty writing that has lost momentum. A similar disillusionment has followed from the experience of the Commission on Sustainable Development. There simply is not enough human negotiating capacity in rich countries to embark on the range of issues policy advisers find themselves grappling with; imagine how overwhelming it must be for poorer countries. 

But there is also a degree of disconnect between the idea of global environmental treaties and the way in which global trade rules have been constructed. This is a fiendishly complex and controversial field. But in simple terms, the laudable objective of fighting egregious subsidies and trade barriers that stand in the way of development opportunities for poor countries runs up against the equally laudable desire of citizens to minimise the environmental impact of their consumption not just locally, but globally. Little is gained if consumers in rich countries raise their own environmental standards but impose an increasingly destructive consumption ‘footprint’ far away where the damage can only be seen by global monitoring satellites. 

Developing countries are rightly concerned about green protectionism. But developed world consumers are equally right to be concerned about the environmental and social scars that may lie behind an apparently harmless product on the supermarket shelves. Getting coherent ground rules for a genuinely global economy that is environmentally sustainable remains a key priority. 

The scale of the issues I have outlined does not demand a grand theory from policy makers. Rather, as I have argued, it demands modesty. Sustainable development is a useful idea if we are prepared to focus on the basics – the issues which, at any given time, promise the greatest leverage in respect of the most pressing issues – and accept that change will not be driven from the top down but be triggered by a widespread understanding of the key priorities. This Forum’s focus on ‘basic needs’ is to my mind the right one. It is as applicable to environmental pressures as it is to human needs. 

In the world of policy those needs are better understood on the social and developmental front than the environmental front. The Millennium Development Goals command an increasingly broad consensus. There will be no human security or environmental integrity in a world in which there is widespread illiteracy, chronic sickness or short life-expectancy owing to dysfunctional governance, degraded water quality, and the absence of even basic sanitation services. The problems are soluble but they will require trade-offs including fiscal ones that run into many billions of euros. 

Estimates of the sums involved can easily be assailed given the frailties of the available data. But the direction of the cost-benefit equation is unambiguous. By staying with these basic needs we know the gains are potentially enormous. The fiscal trade-offs needed within rich societies are pretty clear. 

On the environmental side, the numbers may be less certain. It is one thing to spell out goals for percentages of well-defined human populations and estimate the financial resources that would need to be marshalled. It is another to seek to aim to preserve particular levels or elements of biodiversity when fewer than 2 million species have been described and estimates of the total number ‘out there’ range from 5 million to 30 million or more. 

This brings us back to the issue of making trade-offs in the face of uncertainty. Basic needs, environmentally, are not about fine-tuning some equilibrium but trying to get agreement on key vulnerabilities and some provisional prudential limits that will avoid significant harm. Two key issues requiring better definition and then active co-operation are firstly, what components of the earth’s biodiversity are needed for ecosystems to function in a way that will provide the ‘environmental services’ on which the continuation of life relies; and secondly, what level of green house gas accumulation in the atmosphere are we prepared to nominate as being potentially dangerous. 

Any answer to these questions will involve trade-offs which will depend ultimately on the resilience and flexibility of human institutions. Deciding not to address them will not remove the need for trade-offs. It might simply mean we have fewer choices and less time to adapt than would otherwise be available. Foundations like Holcim can help by generating ever-more cost-effective ways of making scarce developing economy resources go further while at the same time reducing the environmental ‘footprint’ of the built environment. While I have sketched some of the issues we need to know more about, you as practical people don’t need to wait for precise answers before acting. As leading companies know, eco-efficient solutions are good for business and good for the environment." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Asia Times

North Korea's potato gambit
By Jamie Miyazaki

TOKYO - The United Nations humanitarian coordinator for North Korea has warned that the World Food Program is at risk of running out of food in October - traditionally a lean period for food in the country. 

Like much of North Korea's economy, the agricultural sector had been in slow decline since the 1980s following three decades of ill-advised policies that blindly pursued agricultural juche (self-reliance). The result was overuse of fertilizers, unsuitable crop choices, deforestation of hillsides and collectivized farms. But it was the floods of the mid-1990s that pushed northern agriculture over the edge, with food self-sufficiency hitting a nadir - about 60% what it had been in 1996. 

Since then, North Korea, with the help of foreign non-governmental organizations, has made efforts at reforming its agricultural sector to increase harvests and stimulate the agro economy. Following three years of good harvests, food self-sufficiency is now estimated to hover at about 70%, with aid agencies attempting to make up the shortfall. 

Experts credit the rise in food self-sufficiency to a number of factors: the loosening of collectivized agricultural policies, tentative liberalization of the agricultural economy, a switch to organic farming policies and promotion of crops more suited to North Korea's environment, and three years of favorable weather. However, as torrential rains in August demonstrated, the country's shaky agricultural sector remains hostage to the vagaries of the elements.

Baptism by fire or flooding
The government has loosened controls on cooperative farms that make up the bulk of the country's farms. Farmer teams have been streamlined from the more unwieldy teams of up to 25 workers to seven to 10-man teams. These "sub-work teams" can sell excess crops in markets. 

Kathi Zelwegger of Caritas, a Catholic non-governmental organization (NGO) operating in North Korea, told Asia Times Online, "Farms are quite eager to plant a greater variety of cash crops." On a recent trip to the country, one farm manager told her that cooperative farms were "becoming money-centered" with more responsibilities being delegated to sub-work teams. 

The shift to a more market-oriented attitude is attributable to economic reforms in 2002, which liberalized prices of basic goods to reflect more accurately their true value. This baptism by fire in market economics coupled with smaller, more independent farm sub-work teams has resulted in farmers becoming more motivated to increase production. As one North Korean farm manager explained, "It is easier, but the responsibilities are higher." 

But to enhance productivity, cooperative farms in the North need further reforms. A UN environment program report last month cited problems of environmental degradation in North Korea. Excessive use of nitrogen-based fertilizers and over-planting of crops has taken a heavy toll on soil fertility. Economic decline, lack of fuel and raw materials have crippled what is left of the North Korean fertilizer industry and the country is now heavily reliant on fertilizer aid, especially from South Korea. 

Ironically, this may be a blessing in disguise. Fertilizer shortages have triggered an increase in organic farming methods, a more judicious use of fertilizers when available and also spurred crop diversification. 

The potato revolution
During Kim Il-sung's rule, rice and maize (corn) were promoted as the dietary staples for North Koreans, with the state going even as far as proclaiming "rice is communism". In North Korea's mountainous terrain, neither choice was astute. Maize was promoted as the main highland area crop. But this ignored wide differences in soil and weather in the northern mountainous areas and the necessity of fertile soils to ensure good harvests, contributing to excessive use of fertilizers. Nor, unfortunately, is rice particularly suited to the North's climate - only 30% of the available arable land is suitable for paddy fields. Indeed, the planting of rice on hillsides has actually exacerbated flooding. 

But since 1999, North Korea, under Kim Jong-il's orders, has begun a program of crop diversification and launched a "potato revolution" promoting the humble spud as the new food of choice for its citizens. By planting potatoes with other vegetables or as a second winter crop in maize fields (double-cropping), North Korea hopes to attain its cherished goal of food self-sufficiency. 

Reminiscent of Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev's sudden infatuation with maize after a visit to the corn fields of Iowa in the US in 1959, Kim's emphasis on potatoes for increased food security is a significant policy change. Unlike Khrushchev's maize gambit, potato production is actually a wise choice for malnourished North Koreans. Potatoes are far better suited to North Korea's climate, more nutritious than either rice or maize and require a third less fertilizer than maize. 

NGOs and Christian aid groups such as World Vision and the Mennonite Central Committee Canada have been helping North Korean scientists and farmers develop high-starch, virus-resistant strains suitable for the environment and hydroponic farming techniques. World Vision estimates that new strains of potatoes that it is developing may be able to quadruple production to 40 tonnes per hectare. North Korea intends to harvest 8 million tonnes of potatoes by 2006, enough, theoretically, to solve its food shortages. 

An unrealistic goal?
But some experts warn that North Korea's quest to solve its food shortfall and attain agricultural juche is naive. Dr Kenneth Quinones, a former US State Department official who dealt frequently with the North Korean regime, thinks the agricultural reforms have run their course. He believes further increases in agricultural self-sufficiency are likely to be small. 

Even if North Korea improves its agricultural production efficiency, it is unlikely to eradicate food shortages. Agricultural self-sufficiency was a myth during the 1980s, according to South Korean experts and is even less likely today. Neither does diversification mean potatoes have been chosen as the major upland crop. Maize is still the major field crop, along with rice. And while potatoes require less fertilizer than maize, they still require a considerable amount of the stuff - more than North Korea can produce. Without more fuel, fertilizer and equipment, even the potato revolution is unlikely to fulfill its potential. 

While the North Korean leadership has expressed contrition over the famine and attributed food shortages to natural disasters, these pseudo mea culpas do not mask the reality that the food crisis has persisted because of structural flaws in the North Korean economy and the nuclear crisis. As aid workers point out, the limited reforms, while being a boon to farmers, have created a whole new class of the needy - industrial workers - whose wages can't keep up with inflation. There have been rumors over the release of 10,000 won bills in order to keep pace with inflation. 

North Korea will have to wait some time before it features in the Michelin Guide to fine cuisine. As one ethnic North Korean-Japanese car dealer who had visited North Korea recently told this writer, "The kimchi sucked." Perhaps it's time to order potato dauphinois . 


________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

Blair unveils his green offensive with demand US ratifies Kyoto
By Andrew Grice, Political Editor

14 September 2004

Tony Blair will today urge the United States to commit itself to tougher action to combat global warming and promise that a list of green policies will be included in Labour's general election manifesto.

The Prime Minister is to raise the profile of green issues as part of a drive to woo back people disaffected by the Iraq war. Labour's private polling shows that "progressive voters", many of whom were alienated by Mr Blair's stance on Iraq, regard the environment as a top priority.

Speaking to a conference staged by the Prince of Wales's Business and the Environment Programme, Mr Blair will stop short of a full-frontal attack on President George Bush, but will make clear that when Britain takes over the presidency of the G8 group of leading industrialised nations in January, it will expect America to accept its responsibilities on global warming.

Mr Blair, who believes the Kyoto treaty does not go far enough, will reiterate his call for the United States to sign it. He will identify climate change as one of the the greatest challenges facing the planet, saying that one country acting alone cannot solve the problem. He believes that nations who promise to act must be assured that they will not be undermined by "free riders" who refuse to play their part.

He will also urge businesses to join the battle, arguing that companies must not drag their feet about implementing higher environmental standards. He will say that there is no conflict between protecting the environment and a strong economy, and that "green" scientific advances can help to boost growth. He will insist that economic development, social justice and environmental modernisation must go hand in hand.

The Prime Minister will seek to recapture the initiative on green policy by pledging action both abroad and at home, and insisting that the Government's record on the environment is better than it is often given credit for. He wants environmental protection to form a plank of Labour's manifesto for the election expected next May, which is likely to include a firm pledge to boost renewable energy and build more wind farms. He will call for a new partnership between central and local government and other public bodies to promote sustainability.

The pressure on the United States to act will be stepped up this week by Stephen Byers, a former cabinet minister who is a close ally of Mr Blair and co-chairs an international task force on climate change. He is in Washington for three days of talks with the Bush administration, John Kerry's Democratic campaign team, Congressmen, business interests and environmental groups.

Mr Byers said yesterday: "The reality is that unless we can get the United States engaged - responsible as it is for around a quarter of the world's carbon dioxide emissions - then any hopes of successfully tackling global warming will be doomed to failure.

"I know that there is a considerable body of opinion in America that believes the introduction of measures to tackle global warming will adversely affect the American way of life. But for millions of Americans, climate change is already having a damaging and disrupting effect on their lives. Time is running out if we are to win this battle against climate change, and we need America to join the international effort."

Tony Juniper, director of Friends of the Earth, said: "Tony Blair has an historic opportunity to lead the world in the crucial battle against climate change. We are delighted that he will be putting it at the top of the European Union and G8 political agenda.

"The Prime Minister must awaken the world to the scale of the problem and say that the time has come for tough decisions and tough action. But the Prime Minister's warning will carry greater weight if it is backed by firm action to tackle the problem at home."

THE GREEN AUDIT: SIX EXPERTS GIVE THEIR VERDICT
Tony Juniper, director of Friends of the Earth
Tony Blair and his ministers have a mixed record on environmental issues. He has been a strong advocate for global action, but traffic increases and coal-fired power plants have seen carbon dioxide emissions increase under Labour.Ecological goals lose out to policies that increase economic growth. There have been some improvements in wildlife protection, but we still have huge challenges in agriculture. Farmers are disappearing almost as fast as sparrows and the policies to save them are still not in place.

Stephen Tindale, executive director of Greenpeace
Tony Blair is serious about climate change. Ever since 1997, he has prioritised a global agreement, and only he can influence Bush on this. But this is compromised by his government's feeble efforts to reduce greenhouse emissions. Prescott's Transport White Paper - a good package of policies which could have controlled carbon from road transport - was torn up almost as soon as it was published. Imminent airport expansion would undo all efforts to reduce our impact on the climate.

Michael Meacher, former environment minister
Europe is leading the world in climate policies and Germany and Britain are the main reformers. Our target is a reduction in emissions by 12.5 per cent below 1990 levels by 2011. Today it is about 5 per cent. Climate change is a worse risk than terrorism - 3,000 people died in 9/11 but 160,000 a year die because of disease caused by climate change. ButBush has let down the whole world. We have had no return for kowtowing to Bush over Iraq. It is time we had some pay-back.

Caroline Lucas, Green MEP
I'd like to see the same commitment, resources and energy that was used in Iraq used in the fight against climate change. Since Labour came to power in 1997, emissions from aircraft alone have risen by up to 23 per cent. Every time there's a fuel crisis the Government backs down, instead of using their vast majority to passing necessary but contentious legislation. If Mr Blair says nuclear power is a viable alternative, it would show a complete ignorance of the issues. The incremental measures Mr Blair is likely to propose aren't sufficient.

Sir Jonathon Porritt, chairman, Sustainable Develop-ment Commission
Labour is one of the few governments that are on course to meet their environmental targets in the coming years. The Prime Minister has taken a lead role in persuading other countries to move faster ... The Government must address domestic environmental policy ... Transport is a shambles in terms of its environmental implications and Labour needs to pursue their targets for renewables, energy efficiency and combined heat and power.

Sara Parkin, founding programme director, Forum for the Future
Labour's policy is not commensurate with the overwhelming evidence of climate change and they haven't twigged the economic opportunities associated with low-carbon goods and services. There is an economic market gagging for investment ... There are advantages in secure, affordable low-carbon supplies - clothes, food or whatever, yet the Government is wimpish. If you want people to behave differently, you must make them understand why. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

UK must lead on climate change' 
Tory leader Michael Howard has accused Tony Blair of squandering the chance to lead efforts against climate change. 
In a speech to an environment forum, Mr Howard described climate change as "one of mankind's greatest challenges". 

He said it was very disappointing that Tony Blair had not succeeded in persuading US President George Bush that the issue should not be shirked. 

In a speech on Tuesday, Mr Blair is expected to say other countries need to do more to cut pollution. 

Mr Howard called for a new drive to persuade America to sign up to the Kyoto accord and suggested he was better able to fulfil that ambition. 

He pointed to the way he, as environment secretary in John Major's government, had persuaded President Bush's father to sign up to the forerunner of the Kyoto agreement. 

Just as on the war on terror, nobody could opt out of the fight against global warming, he said. 

"America generates a quarter of the world's greenhouse gas emissions, yet it has only four per cent of the world's population," he said. 

"Their involvement is essential if we are to have effective action. It can be done." 

Stamp duty cut? 
Mr Howard urged a new focus on energy efficiency, which he called the "Cinderella" of the debate. 

At least two-thirds of Britain's housing stock had yet to benefit from any efficiency measures at all. 

	
	Nuclear power is expensive and there are still questions that need to be answered on how we deal with nuclear waste 
Michael Howard 


He suggested there could be a cut in stamp duty on energy efficient homes. 

Mr Howard attacked the government for "betting the farm" on onshore wind energy and putting renewable energy on a collision course with local residents' opinion. 

Offshore wind power, biomass plans, solar, wave and tidal power were being neglected, with Britain losing ground on developing such technology. 

The Tory leader committed his party to phasing out the use of hydroflurocarbons (HFCs), which are used in fridges and air-conditioning, between 2008 and 2014. 

Transport Creating a market for buying and selling their agreed allowances of greenhouse gas emissions could also give businesses an incentive to reduce emissions, he argued. 

He also pushed for an expansion of cars using new biofuels. 

And there should be faster work on whether to include aviation in a European and eventually global emissions trading scheme. 

Mr Howard argued attacking Labour tax rises did not Tories could not change taxes to encourage greener activity without raising overall tax levels. 

Nuclear option? 
Mr Howard concluded: "Promoting greener behaviour need not hold back economic growth or restrict choice. 

"But the longer we delay action, the harder it will be to achieve that outcome." 

Mr Howard did not mention nuclear energy in his speech. 

Asked if the government should expand Britain's nuclear plants, he said: "Nuclear power is expensive and there are still questions that need to be answered on how we deal with nuclear waste." 

There should be a comprehensive assessment of Britain's energy needs, possible alternative sources of supply and whether nuclear power was needed, he said. 

Green Alliance director Guy Thompson welcomed Mr Howard's focus on climate change but said the Tories had to be more explicit about detailed policies. 

'Toxic Tory' 
Friends of the Earth director Tony Juniper called the speech "some of the most sensible comments on the environment from a Conservative leader for many years". 

He said Mr Howard must now show what steps he would take to cut emissions and stand up to "powerful lobbying from industry and the motoring lobby". 

Liberal Democrat environment spokesman Norman Baker said Mr Howard was really a "toxic Tory" who in government had given water companies an amnesty to water companies polluting rivers and tried to repeal European environmental legislation. 

"Michael Howard is desperately attempting to jump on the green bandwagon, and has missed his footing," said Mr Baker. 

BBC

Arctic's toxic burden harms bears 
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


Evidence that the health of polar bears is being damaged by chemicals has been reinforced by new Arctic research. 
The findings show biological changes in the hormone and immune systems of the bears are related to the levels of toxic contaminants in their bodies. 

WWF, the global conservation campaign, says the data confirms the findings of other research in the last four years. 

It says the chemicals may affect the bears' behaviour and breeding, and make them more vulnerable to infection. 

The research is published in two academic journals: the Journal of Toxicology and Environmental Health, and Environmental Health Perspectives. 

	
	Most polar bears probably have several hundred man-made chemicals in their bodies 
Dr Andrew Derocher 


It was conducted by international teams of scientists in Canada and on Spitzbergen, the main island of the Svalbard archipelago in the high Arctic. 

WWF is publicising the findings to support its campaign for more stringent laws to control chemicals. 

The substances blamed for the damage are PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls) and pesticides: the higher their level in the bears, the lower the level of antibodies found in their blood. 

WWF says: "Toxic chemicals were also correlated with the steroid hormone cortisol and thyroid hormone levels in Svalbard polar bears. 

"Reduced levels of antibodies leave bears more susceptible to infection. Altered hormone levels could result in a wide range of negative health impacts, such as development, behaviour, and reproductive problems." 

Unable to cope 
Dr Andrew Derocher, who has long experience in studying the bears' contamination, said: "The studies conducted on polar bears over the last few years all conclude that these animals are negatively affected by chemical pollution. 

"Most polar bears probably have several hundred man-made chemicals in their bodies and they have never evolved mechanisms to deal with them. 

"The unintentional tinkering with the hormone and immune system of a polar bear is unlikely to be good for them." 

WWF says that although the contaminants found in these studies are no longer widely used, they are slow to break down in the environment and can remain in water, ice, and soil for many years. 

Brettania Walker of WWF's Arctic programme said: "Other contaminants, with similar properties, continue to be used on a day-to-day basis in manufacturing processes and products throughout the world. 

In 2000 scientists on Svalbard said more than 1% of the islands' bears were hermaphroditic, showing the reproductive organs of both sexes. 

PCBs were manufactured for use in electrical equipment, and although many countries have now banned them, there is a reservoir of the chemicals that has escaped into the environment. 

Images copyright and courtesy of WWF-Canon and named photographers. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Trailing Death, Destruction, Ivan Tracks for Florida Panhandle 
MIAMI, Florida, September 13, 2004 (ENS) - Hurricane Ivan, the most powerful hurricane to hit the Caribbean for 10 years, has strengthened to a Category 5 storm after smashing Jamaica with strong winds and torrential rain on Saturday, claiming 15 lives. Across the Caribbean, 65 deaths are blamed on the storm. 

The storm battered the Cayman Islands on Sunday night and is forecast to pass between Cuba and Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula before heading for the Florida Panhandle, where people are still recovering from August's Hurricane Charley. Residents of the Panhandle and Big Bend areas may have to evacuate again later this week, state and county officials warn. 

As of late Sunday night, Ivan's maximum sustained winds were near 165 miles per hour (270 kph), with higher gusts, according to the National Hurricane Center in Miami. 

Map of Ivan's path shows hurricane warnings in red, tropical storm warnings in blue. (Map courtesy NOAA)
Ivan is now located about 300 miles south of Key West, Florida, and a tropical storm watch is in effect for the Florida Keys. The storm is forecast to slowly move northwestward to touch western Cuba and then swirl across the southeastern Gulf of Mexico. 

Forecasters expect "periodic fluctuations in intensity," and the National Hurricane Center says, "there remains considerable uncertainty as to just when and where, and at what intensity, Ivan will make landfall in the United States." Still, current predictions have Ivan over the Florida Panhandle on Wednesday evening. 

By Sunday morning, Jamaicans were starting to assess the damage as Ivan moved off northwestward across the Caribbean. As evacuees returned to their homes, preliminary reports indicate widespread damage to housing and infrastructure, and numerous landslides across the country. Some of those who did not evacuate were trapped in their homes when roofs collapsed. 

The Jamaican National Emergency Management Organization estimates that about 2,000 acres of bananas were destroyed at a loss of over $10 million. Other damages were estimated in the $7 million range. 

Both Jamaican international airports have reopened, but for the general population power and water services remain unavailable while supply and distribution systems are checked. Fallen utility poles and trees made several roads impassale. Coastal roads in the east were damaged by storm surges and flooding. 

Further south, Ivan devastated the island of Grenada on Tuesday. Power is still out across the island, and there are few fresh water supplies. Thirteen people have died, and Grenadan officials believe that the death toll will rise. 

The battered island of Grenada (Photo courtesy CEDERRA/IFRC)
Thousands of Grenadans are in desperate need of food, clean water and shelter. The International Red Cross says about 90 percent of the country’s homes have been damaged and around 60,000 people, of a population of some 95,000, are homeless. Thousands of people are sheltering in 47 facilities. 

The USAID's Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance Friday conducted one airlift of emergency relief supplies from Miami to Grenada, including 10,160 water containers, 500 rolls of plastic sheeting, and four water bladders. The plastic sheeting will meet the needs of 25,000 people. The water purification unit is capable of processing enough water for 10,000 people per day. The total value of U.S. emergency relief supplies, including transport, is $253,750, according to USAID. 

Water remains in short supply while repairs are being carried out on Grenada's distribution system. Officials estimate that 80 percent of water supplies will be restored in the St. Georges area by Tuesday. To get water to people elsewhere, three water trucks from the National Water and Sewerage Authority and one from St. George’s University will be attempting to deliver water nationwide. Oxfam will be addressing the water and sanitation needs. 

Limited commercial flights have resumed to Grenada by LIAT Airlines on a first-come, first-served basis during daylight hours. 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) countries have mobilized to help the hurricane victims. A team of regional prime ministers met with Grenadan Prime Minister Dr. Keith Mitchell in Grenada on Sunday to coordinate relief assistance. 

Heavy duty equipment, building supplies and food from St. Vincent and the Grenadines arrived in Grenada on Sunday. 

International and regional Red Cross teams are already in Grenada, Jamaica, Cuba, Haiti, the Bahamas and the Dominican Republic. A British Red Cross Logistics Emergency Response Unit has also been deployed to Grenada to support the relief efforts. 

The International Red Cross has launched an appeal for $1.39 million to provide shelter materials, food, blankets, kitchen sets, hygiene articles and jerry cans to support 10,000 people across the Caribbean in the coming six months. 

Inside Hurricane Ivan, photo by the Air Force Reserve Hurricane Hunters (Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force)
In Florida, people are warily eying the path of the storm, which keeps defying predictions. But if they must evacuate again, it appears that filling stations will be supplied with fuel to power their journeys. 

Fuel supplies at gas stations across Florida are being replenished as fuel companies deliver millions of gallons of gasoline and diesel to retailers and communities in south and central Florida. Fuel ran short and gas stations closed on September 1 and 2 as motorists tanked up to evacuate ahead of Hurricane Frances. 

Operating under an Executive Order from Governor Jeb Bush signed September 4, fuel companies, fuel companies are trucking fuel supplies into metropolitan areas and along evacuation corridors. On an average day, consumers in Florida use 26.5 million gallons of gasoline and diesel fuel. 

"We are making significant progress with fuel delivery across the state - fuel companies have distributed close to a month’s supply of fuel in less than a week," said Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Secretary Colleen Castille. 

By Thursday evening, more than 160 million gallons of gasoline and diesel fuel was at Florida’s ports for distribution throughout the state by more than 1,100 trucks. Over the next week, 22 ships will arrive to deliver an additional 160 million gallons of fuel across Florida. 

Six days after Hurricane Frances pounded Florida, the state's largest utility, Florida Power and Light (FPL) has restored power to 2.4 million homes and businesses, 85 percent of the 2.8 million that had lost power during the storm. 

Floridians have been donating their time, energy and inspiration to help their neighbors recover. 

On Wednesday, business owner Steven Barnard was inspired by the sight of FPL utility trucks filling the parking lot at the Boynton Beach Mall, a staging site for Hurricane Frances restoration - inspired enough to purchase 50 dozen Krispy Kreme donuts to sweeten the morning for the 600 FPL field personnel before they left for their day on the job in Palm Beach County. 

Volunteers and park personnel worked to remove fallen trees, repair facilities and clean up debris from the storm at 20 of Florida’s state parks closed last week on account of Hurricane Frances. On Friday, the parks reopened to visitors. 

"It is truly remarkable to see staff and volunteers coming together after devastating storms to reopen our parks ahead of schedule," said Florida State Parks Director Mike Bullock. "Personnel are not only cleaning up parks, they are helping communities in need and providing a natural haven for storm weary Floridians."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

NZ Herald
Deadly hurricane Ivan spares all but a small part of Cuba 

14.09.2004
1.20pm 

HAVANA - Deadly Hurricane Ivan ripped off rooftops, downed trees and power lines and flooded coastal areas as it grazed the western tip of Cuba on Monday and headed toward United States shores. 

Ivan, one of the strongest Atlantic storms on record and responsible for at least 68 deaths, battered the tiny Cayman Islands, a low-lying British colony and offshore financial centre of 45,000 people where it uprooted palm trees and sent seawater surging into buildings well inland. 

World oil prices climbed as Ivan hampered production along the US Gulf of Mexico coast, home to about a quarter of US oil and gas output. Energy companies shut production and pulled thousands of workers from offshore rigs. 

The resilient storm regained strength on Monday and could become the most intense ever seen in the Gulf, meteorologist Hugh Cobb of the US National Hurricane Centre said. It was expected to make landfall in the US as early as Wednesday night. 

Cuba, with a population of 11 million, evacuated 1.3 million people and hunkered down for the rare Category 5 hurricane with winds of 260 km/h. Forecasters warned of a possible six to eight metre storm surge in Cuba, east of Ivan's centre. 

On a more westerly path than originally predicted, Ivan's powerful core passed over the Guanahacabibes peninsula -- a sparsely populated national park on the western tip of Cuba. It spared Cuba's sugar, nickel, citrus and tourism industries and avoided the capital Havana and its two million people. 

President Fidel Castro, on a tour of Pinar del Rio province in western Cuban, remarked that Ivan had been "very courteous" by staying so far to the west. Amphibious tanks were deployed to the area to evacuate people from floodwaters, if needed. 

The source of the tobacco for Cuban cigars, Pinar del Rio was hit hard by hurricanes Isidore and Lili in 2002, which caused US$40 million in damage to the industry. 

Hurricane-force winds pummelled parts of the province on Monday afternoon, and officials reported the sea had surged 32m inland at the fishing village of Cortes. 

The winds ripped off corrugated iron roofing in the nearby fishing port of La Coloma, where 4.5m waves flooded the village abandoned by its inhabitants in one of the largest evacuations in Cuban history. 

In Mexico's Caribbean beach resort of Cancun, famed for its turquoise waters and night life, thousands of residents and foreign tourists were evacuated as heavy rains and choppy seas pounded the coastline. 

Local fishermen pulled their rowing boats onto the white sand beaches at Cancun, and emergency services tried to convince residents near the shore to abandon their homes. 

Mexico's main oil exporting ports remained open. 

Ivan's death toll rose as Haiti reported three storm-related deaths and the Pan American Health Organisation said 37 people had died in Grenada, up from 19. Nineteen were killed in Jamaica, four in Venezuela, four in the Dominican Republic and one in Tobago. 

On Grand Cayman, the largest of the three Cayman Islands, buildings were flooded, an airport runway was submerged and roofs were torn off when Ivan roared past on Sunday. The Cayman government said no casualties had been reported as of Monday. 

Ivan's track was expected to take it to the US Gulf coast by Wednesday, where it could inflict a third hurricane strike on Florida within a month or curve west toward New Orleans. 

In southern Florida -- hit by hurricanes Charley and Frances in August -- homeowners breathed a sigh of relief. Authorities in the Florida Keys lifted an evacuation order, allowing residents to return to the island chain. 

But officials warned that at least 1.7 million people in fragile mobile homes or low-lying areas were at risk along Florida's Gulf Coast, and Governor Jeb Bush urged residents to heed evacuation warnings. 

Recounting how he and family members huddled in their Miami home during Hurricane Andrew in 1992 -- the last Category 5 storm to hit Florida -- Bush said homeowners should not underestimate the power of such a storm. 

"It was the scariest thing I've had to live through," Bush told reporters. "It felt like the house was going to implode." 

On Saturday, Ivan's top sustained winds were reported at 265km/h and the hurricane centre declared it the sixth-strongest Atlantic storm on record. 
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General Environment News

Minister Launches National Atmospheric Week

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Deputy Minister Rejoice Mabudafhasi says it is the government's responsibility to raise awareness on air quality issues so that people can understand the impact this has. Ms Mabudafhasi was speaking at the launch of National Atmospheric Week at the Rustenburg Marais Hall in North West today. National Atmospheric Week, which coincides with International Day for the ozone layer preservation on Thursday, starts today under the theme, "Save our sky: Ozone Friendly Planet, Our Target". The Week is aimed at raising awareness on atmospheric issues like global climate change, ozone layer protection, weather service provision and general air quality issues in South Africa. "Environmental issues, especially pollution and waste management are taking their rightful places in the development agenda of our country. It is imperative for all of us to take part in ensuring that we keep our country clean and free of pollution and waste," said the minister. She however added that the current Atmospheric Pollution Prevention Act was passed in 1965 before people knew about global climate change, ozone depletion and poisonous pollutants and that an entirely new legislation was required. The new legislation was then passed last year and it provided for Air Quality Management Plans (AQMP) to be developed as part of Integrated Development Plans.  The management plan enables authorities to address air quality issues at local level because previously there had not been co-operation between communities and the government.  According to the proposed Air Quality Act the AQMP must seek to improve air quality, to identify and reduce the negative impact of poor air quality in human health and give effect to the best practice in air quality management. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409130915.html
Overseas volunteers help save Kenya's mangroves
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - When the inhabitants of Gazi village in Kenya's southern Indian Ocean coastal region saw over 200 Caucasians arrive two weeks ago, they no doubt must have mistaken them for tourists who flock the region to sample the 'sun and sand' that have made the area famous. Then they got the shock of their lives on learning later that the bare coastline, fallen coconut trees, degraded mangroves and agricultural land being eroded by seawaters were what had attracted the foreigners from the United States to the village. They are taking part in a multi-million shillings reclamation exercise coordinated by the Kenya Marine Fisheries Research Institute (KEMFRI) in conjunction with Earthwatch, a Non- governmental Organization, to plant mangroves along the Kenyan coastline to reduce forest degradation and massive erosion. The five-year project would have attracted over 60,000 volunteers from different parts of the world by which time they would have planted over 12,000 mangrove trees, with 14 million shillings (about 175,00 US dollars) going to personnel training. UK-based Charity Leverhulme Trust is funding the project in conjunction with other volunteers, the Project's lead principal investigator, Dr. Mark Huxham of the University of Napier in Scotland told PANA Monday. KEMFRI, a research institution of the Kenyan Ministry of Agriculture, is vested with the mandate of carrying out aquatic research to facilitate sustainable exploitation of freshwater, marine and coastal resources, including fisheries, coral reefs and mangroves. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056385&dte=13/09/2004
Jeje Odongo Warns of Desertification

The Monitor (Kampala): The Minister of State for Environmental, Lt. Gen. Jeje Odongo, has said despite the strong measures taken by the government, Uganda's biodiversity continues to be lost at an alarming rate. He said there are clear signs that desertification is looming in Uganda. Odongo was speaking at the opening of a workshop on capacity needs for International Environmental Conventions at the International Conference Centre. "Our soils are becoming less productive, vegetation is rapidly disappearing and many places especially in the "Cattle Corridor," are now bare following excessive over grazing and deforestation for timber, charcoal and fuel leading to extinction of many plant and animal species," Odongo said. The Minister noted that food production is rapidly being undermined and if desertification is not reversed, food yields in many affected areas particularly in the North and North-East of the country would continue to decline. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409131662
Call to Stop Forest Plunder

The Nation (Nairobi): Leaders in West Pokot District want the Government to stop the destruction of indigenous trees in Lelan Division. Twelve councilors, led by Kapenguria mayor Andrew Rotino, yesterday protested at the feeling of trees in Lelan Forest by the saw millers who have invaded the district. Mr. Rotino said the millers, from Kitale, Eldoret and Nairobi, were depleting the forest of trees and demanded quick action on the culprits. Speaking to journalists at Kapenguria Town after a tour of the forest, the mayor claimed that the illegal loggers were colluding with forest officers to fell trees in disregard of the ban on logging. "We demand the speedy arrest of those logging in Lelan Forest," the leaders said. Mr. Rotino accused the provincial administration and forest officers of failing to stop the destruction of forests and the burning of charcoal in the district. The leaders said timber merchants with more than 100 power saws had invaded the forest in the last three months and destroyed about 200 hectares. Lelan Forest, they said, was an important water catchment, adding that its destruction would herald the drying up of Muruny and Weiwei rivers. The politicians appealed to Environment minister Kalonzo Musyoka to tour the district to witness the destruction and initiate a reforestation programme. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409130559.html
Mpumalanga's N4 Toll Road to Be Greened

BuaNews (Pretoria): Mpumalanga's N4 toll road will be turned into a "green" highway lined with indigenous trees as part of the Greening the N4 Toll Route project. Mr. Arthur Coy, CEO of the company that manages the road, Trans African Concessions (Trac), said the N4 was a national road that passed through one of South Africa's most scenic regions, and should "give our visitors a pleasant experience". He added that Trac would work with communities living along the N4 to ensure that the project succeeds. The project was launched during Arbor Week last year. Ingwe Collieries, a wholly owned subsidiary of BHP Billiton, donated R3 million towards planting trees in the Witbank and Middleburg areas. The money will be used over three years for the N4 project as well as planting 12 trees at about 150 primary schools each year. It will also be used to train four people in business skills and day-to-day running of nurseries. A nursery will be built in Middelburg to supply trees to schools and mines. Pupils would also be trained in environment care and provided with gardening tools and environmental education materials.  The toll road stretches roughly 500km from Witbank in Mpumalanga to Maputo city in Mozambique. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409130626.html
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UNEP in the news

Experts predict African water-related conflicts

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Environmentalists have predicted water scarcity could become a source of conflict on the African continent in the near future. The Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and its human settlement counterpart, The HABITAT, have brought to the fore the continent's current water problems. "None of the African countries is currently able to meet 50 percent of its water needs. I am yet to know of a country in Africa that has no water problem," says Klaus Topfer, UNEP's executive director. Topfer strongly recommends that African countries must institute national policies to guide them on water management, allocation of sufficient budgets for water and respect for environment, particularly the ecology. He mentioned the failure to co-ordinate water management, fragmented planning within water using sectors and lack of economic incentives for sustainable water use as some of the aspects of poor water policies. Mid this year, the UN-Habitat, also based here launched a comprehensive global document on the water crisis in Africa. Titled "Water and sanitation in the world cities: Local action for global goals", the document highlights the water situation in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The 274-page document puts special emphasis on the negative aspects of lack of water among the populations, especially its effects on health. "Water-washed diseases are associated with lack water supplies for washing and include various skin and eye infections such as scabies and trachoma, from which millions become blind", says the HABITAT document. According to a recent publication titled "Scarcity and Surfeit: the Ecology of Africa's conflict", in a chapter devoted to Ethiopia, water scarcity could be the main cause of conflict in Africa during the next 25 years. "The Nile, with parts of its resources in Ethiopia, is considered to be the likely flash point for such a conflict," warns the document. Kenyan officials cited the on-going conflict between the pastoralists and farmers over grazing rights in the country's north as an example of the increasing conflicts over water rights. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056173&dte=10/09/2004
General Environment News
Experts Warn Against Fertilizer Derived From Hyacinth

The East African Standard (Nairobi):  Fertilizer derived from water hyacinth could destroy crops and dangerously change soil composition, experts have warned Animal feeds developed from the weed have also been dismissed as having no nutritional value The Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Services (Kephis) managing director, Dr Chagema Kedera, says laboratory analysis of the fertilizer manufactured by Two-M-Products (K) Ltd showed that the product could scorch crops. Fishermen remove hyacinth from Lake Victoria. But Two-M director Simon Mwaura maintained that the liquid fertilizer was of high quality and cheap. It is good for all types of crops, he said, while accusing Kedera of witch-hunt. Mwaura claims that 250 litres of the fertilizer in five-liter packages had already been issued to the Horticultural Crops Development Authority as free samples for distribution to farmers countrywide. By-products of the fertilizer manufacture are processed into pellets for animal feed. Condemning the controversial products that are only developed in Kenya, Kedara points out that the fertilizer has a high PH (>9) making it too alkaline while crops require a PH ranging between five and seven. "Our laboratory analysis of the said fertilizer and that of the tissue composition of the weed further indicate that contents of macro-nutrients (Potassium, Nitrogen and Phosphorous) are low, while the micro-nutrients (Copper, Manganese, Iron and Zinc) are high. "This is completely unacceptable. The effect on any crop will be devastating (the crops will dry up) while the soil chemistry will be dangerously distorted. "The pellets that Mwaura alleges to be good animal feed are no better than compacted sawdust. I caution farmers against buying it," says Kedera. According to Mwaura, the fertilizer is 75 per cent cheaper than what is available in the market currently. Before dilution with water, it retails at Sh160 per liter in comparison with Sh260 for the same quantity of organic product meant for the same job. Five liters of the new product is able to cover 1.7 acres of land. He concedes that his products have not been tested by any professional body to ascertain their usefulness. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409100036.html
Mauritius authorities move in against polluting cars 

Port Louis, Maurice (PANA) - The environmental police in Mauritius have launched a campaign against polluting vehicles, mounting checkpoints along the country's roads. Environment minister Rajesh Bhagwan told PANA Sunday 247 motorists with defaulting vehicles were arrested this week. Since the coming into force of the environmental police in December 2000, some 10,500 drivers have been booked for car pollution. Fines totaled 2 million rupees (about 72,000 US dollars)."We want Mauritians to be aware of the necessity to protect their environment," the minister explained. He said some 5,000 persons had been fined since December 2000 for littering their neighborhood. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056305&dte=12/09/2004
Casamance women mobilize to regenerate mangroves
Ziguinchor, Senegal (PANA) - Women's associations and groupings in the southern Senegalese town of Ziguinchor have in the last few months planted 20 hectares in a bid to regenerate mangrove tree species in the area, sources affirmed here Saturday. Most of the reforestation effort is concentrated on the Diouloulou area located about 70 km north of Ziguinchor, capital of the Casamance region. The Casamance, once dubbed the "green lungs" of Senegal, is now facing desertification. Mangroves have disappeared due to the over-exploitation of forests, advance of salt water, and the harvest of oysters, which has become the main income-generating activity for many families.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056285&dte=12/09/2004
Niger Basin Craves For Resources To Control Locusts
Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Environment and hydraulics ministers of the Niger Basin Authority (NBA) member countries Friday called on development partners to mobilize resources to contain the invasion of locusts on the African continent. The 23rd session of the NBA council of ministers, which ended here Friday, said the presence of huge swarms of locust in some African countries in general, and especially in West Africa, seriously threatens food security in the affected areas. "The Environment and Hydraulics ministers of the NBA member countries, specifically ask African people and donors to mobilize enough material and financial resources to purchase the anti- locust equipment needed to face the locust plague," the final communiqué of the meeting read. Some countries in the Sahel region like Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Cape Verde, and Chad are confronted with an invasion of migrant locusts, the intensity of which varies from one country to another. The Niger Basin Authority groups Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, and Guinea.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056217&dte=10/09/2004
NBA adopts plan to preserve Niger River
Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - The ministerial council meeting of the Niger Basin Authority (NBA) Friday adopted a plan to preserve and expeditiously tap the resources of the Niger River, according to a final communique issued here. The plan aims at giving the organization a new impetus, and stresses the importance of protecting and maintaining data collection equipment and countering degradation of the basin's soil. Chairman of the ministerial council Adamou Namata said the implementation of the resolutions would help ensure the revival of trade along in river's basin. The NBA Water and environment ministers also approved the draft report experts prepared earlier this week. It contains resolutions on the audit of accounts for 2003, administrative and financial statutes, expenditure budget and the activity schedule for 2005, among others. The 24th ministerial council meeting is billed for Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, at a date to be set later. The mission of NBA is to promote cooperation among member states and work at an integrated development of the Niger River basin in the fields of energy, water, agriculture, livestock farming, fishery and fish farming. It also seeks to harmonize and coordinate national policies to tap the water resources of the basin. The 4,200-km river is facing threat of silting up and pollution.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056209&dte=10/09/2004
World Bank props environmental project in Mali
Bamako, Mali (PANA) - The World Bank's Board of Governors has approved a 5.5 million-US-dollar grant for the Gourma biodiversity conservation project in North-eastern Mali, the Bank said in a release. Situated between the River Niger loop and the Burkina Faso border, Gourma covers three million hectares with various landscapes including lakes, and sand dunes, and harbors about 350 elephants. The Bank said the area suffered from serious degradation and desertification, resulting in the disappearance of animal and plant species. "The World Bank funds will assist communities in the area to improve their biodiversity management." "The 18 communities will produce and adopt a coherent territorial plan based on a process aimed at consolidating and harmonizing already existing municipal development programmes," the release added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056153&dte=10/09/2004
Erosion threatens 500 hectares of land in Mauritius
Flic-en-Flac, Mauritius (PANA) - About 500 hectares of land is exposed to severe erosion in Mauritius while 70% of the surface area of Rodrigues Island face similar threats, sources indicated Thursday at a workshop here on sustainable land management. Agriculture and Food Technology minister Nando Bodha said Mauritius, like any other island state has limited land resources and, with its 2,000 square km and a population of 1.2 million inhabitants, was among the most populated in the world. Bodha noted that the sectors of agriculture, housing, industrial development, wood and forest services, livestock and tourism were competing for land, hence the need for the country to define its priorities and manage land resources judiciously.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng056109&dte=10/09/2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

Maldives Customs Services begun operating the equipment to be employed for the control of Ozone Depleting Substances.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives, 13 September 2004 - The Maldives Customs Services has begun operating the equipment to be employed for the control of Ozone Depleting Substances, as part of strengthening its capacity in detecting ODS entering into the country.
The equipment have been procured under the joint project “Refrigerant Management Plan”, by the Environment Research Centre and the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP.
Elements containing ODS such as CFC12 and HFC 143A imported into the country, will now be tested on a regular basis.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=3904 

North Korea's potato gambit
Asia Times Online, Hong Kong, By Jamie Miyazaki, 14 September 2004 - TOKYO - The United Nations humanitarian coordinator for North Korea has warned that the World Food Program is at risk of running out of food in October - traditionally a lean period for food in the country.
…But to enhance productivity, cooperative farms in the North need further reforms. A UN environment program report last month cited problems of environmental degradation in North Korea. Excessive use of nitrogen-based fertilizers and over-planting of crops has taken a heavy toll on soil fertility. Economic decline, lack of fuel and raw materials have crippled what is left of the North Korean fertilizer industry and the country is now heavily reliant on fertilizer aid, especially from South Korea.
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Korea/FI14Dg04.html 
IH&RA 2004 Environmental Award Recognizes “Innovation in Environmental Best Practice”
Hotels & Restaurants Worldwide Encouraged to Apply by Deadline: Friday, 8 October 2004 
Hospitality Net - Sep 10, 2004 - Paris | IH&RA, the International Hotel & Restaurant Association, invites hotels and restaurants worldwide to apply today for its 2004 “Environmental Award” which will recognize the best “Innovation in Environmental Best Practice” in two categories: one independent and one chain-affiliated hotel or restaurant. Application instructions are now available on the IH&RA website, www.ih-ra.com/env_award with materials due by the deadline of 8 October 2004. The winners will be announced and will receive special recognition at the IH&RA 41st Annual Congress to be held 19-22 November in Istanbul, Turkey. The prize also includes a Certificate recognizing Environmental Excellence as well as 2,500 USD for each winner.
The IH&RA and founding sponsor American Express created the Environmental Award in partnership with UNEP, the United Nations Environment Programme, to recognize environmental leadership in the hospitality industry. American Express is sponsoring the Award for the 13th year, and the 2004 Award is again supported by UNEP, as well as Green Globe 21, Onity and Shell LPG. 
This year’s theme, “Innovation in Environmental Best Practice” focuses on the use of new technology, as well as the unique and creative methods that hotels and restaurants use to protect the environment in their day-to-day operations, while promoting long-term sustainable development of travel and tourism. 
http://www.hospitalitynet.org/news/154000320/4020587.search?query=unep 

Let’s talk RUBBISH!
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, September 10, 2004 - It’s time to talk rubbish again! The country’s largest environmental event, Clean Up New Zealand Week, is on again from September 13 -19. 
Every year New Zealander’s send 3.4 million tonnes of solid waste to the country’s landfills - almost one tonne of waste for every man, woman and child in New Zealand. Clean Up New Zealand inspires people to “take action” and last year more than 190,000 took up the challenge, including 110,000 school children. They removed an estimated 3,000 tonnes of waste from sites around New Zealand in Clean Up activities, including clearing illegal dumping sites, underwater dives, and setting up worm farms.
…Clean Up New Zealand Week is part of Clean Up The World, an international community-based environmental programme run in conjunction with the United National Environment Programme (UNEP), which has motivated more than 40 million people annually to engage in a range of activities aimed at improving local environments.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/PO0409/S00092.htm 
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General Environment News

Sandstorms likely to affect more places: experts

Xinhuanet 2004-09-13

Experts attending the International Symposium on Sand and Dust Storms (SDS) noted here Monday that the developing trend of the storms is not optimistic, and that they are likely to affect more places in the world. The three-day event is jointly sponsored and organized by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), China Meteorological Administration (CMA), Ministry of Science and Technology, and National Natural Science Foundation of China. More than 100 scientists and international organization representatives are present at the symposium to study the mechanism of SDS outbreak and evolution, as well as its regional impact. Beijing has been tortured by horrible sand and dust storms since 1999….The severe situation in the northern and northwestern parts of China this year shows the problem is still there, said the expert. …China has the world's leading SDS early-warning system.…Chinese government has spent totally 30 million yuan (about 3.6 million US dollars) in the SDS research in the past four years, which was far from being enough, said Zhang. "China's western, northern and Mongolian sand sources have emitted about 70 percent of the aerosols in Asia. China's research in this field will be of significance to Asia and the world as a whole," he said. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/13/content_1978406.htm
Vice premier predicts growth over 7% by 2020
China Daily 2004-09-13

China will sustain an annual economic growth rate of above 7 per cent by 2020. The prediction made by Vice-Premier Zeng Peiyan at the ongoing China Business Summit 2004 echoed forecasts by the world's business leaders, who said the global economy will be gradually dominated by the United States and China, rather than just the United States. …"China's big challenge over the next 20 years will be a shortage of resources, especially an energy shortage," Zhang Jianyu, head of the Beijing Office of the US-based non-governmental environmental organization Environmental Defence told China Daily. He said the Chinese Government is facing up to the challenge and is working to develop the economy in a sustainable way. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-09/13/content_373883.htm

Strict measures to be taken on most polluted cities in China 

Xinhuanet 2004-09-09

China is taking strict measures to upgrade the air quality of its ten most polluted cities, the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) said here Thursday. According to an annual report on city environmental management released by the SEPA in July, the ten most polluted cities in China are Linfen, Yangquan, Datong, Shizuishan, Sanmenxia, Jinchang, Shijiazhuang, Xianyang, Zhuzhou and Luoyang. Most of them are located in central and west China.  Recently the SEPA issued a circular on further preventing air pollution, calling on the ten cities to adopt effective measures to improve air quality. The blacklist of the ten cities has aroused the attention of the local governments, the official said, adding that they have taken active measures to reduce the air pollution. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/09/content_1962948.htm

Population creates challenge to Shanghai

Xinhuanet 2004-09-07

Shanghai is facing tough challenges posed by a growing migrant population, unreasonable population distribution and an aging society, the Shanghai Population and Family Planning Commission said at a briefing to consulate officials Monday. …The city's latest census, conducted in 2000, found there were 16.41 million permanent residents in Shanghai, meaning there were 2,588 people per square kilometer. The census also noted there were 3.87 million migrant workers in 2000, up from only 2.37 million in 1997. "There is an irrational distribution of population, as the density within the Inner Ring Road is 40,100 people per square kilometer. There are only 900 people per square kilometer in the suburbs," Xie added. "The unreasonable distribution is bad for environmental protection and the city's land use." …To allow local expatriates easier access to the city's population policy, the commission issued the nation's first bilingual population and family planning regulation. Officials also distributed the regulation at yesterday's meeting. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/07/content_1952374.htm
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ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

Council bans beach houses in Barbar

THIRTEEN landowners have been refused permission to build new homes on their plots at Barbar Beach, by the Northern Municipal Council.

It is trying to buy the land to preserve the natural coastline.

"These lands are for the people and things will continue this way," council chairman Sayed Majeed Al Sayed said yesterday.

"We have tried our best to call for a halt to the destruction of this coastal area, but our calls went unheeded.

"For years families have been urging the government to intervene and stop land sales at the beach, but to no avail."

Mr Al Sayed, who was speaking at the council's first official meeting of the third term, said that the beach was one of the biggest in the country.

"This beach is precious to Barbar residents and throughout the years it has witnessed many community celebrations," he said.

"It is saddening seeing the government giving away these lands for the sake of increasing their funds and hopefully we will be able to return these lands to the people by buying them with the council's money.

"We are putting landowners under a lot of pressure, not allowing them to build, meaning that they will not be able to use their land and their only choice will be to sell it."

Mr Al Sayed said many men from the village depended on fishing for their livelihood and needed access to the sea.

"Getting these lands back will certainly comfort these fishermen who have stressed many times that they were scared their source of income will be cut," he said.

"We will certainly fight for a stop to the destruction of the beach, ensuring it is being preserved and protected for generations to come."

Meanwhile, a new tourist facility will be built soon at the Riviera Palace, off Shaikh Salman Highway, in Sehla.

The project got the green light from the council yesterday.

Municipalities and Agriculture Minister Dr Mohammed Al Sitri and Information Ministry Assistant Under-Secretary Mubarak Al Atwi had submitted a request to Mr Al Sayed, recommending the project.

Mr Al Sayed said that the project, to be built by businessman Mohammed Al Shawi, would include flats that would be rented to tourist families.

"This is one of the projects the area has been in need of for a long time and slamming the door on it means losing one of the biggest investments in the region," he said.

"It is true that investment projects aren't allowed within residential areas, but since the project is for families, then we have no objection."

Meanwhile, the council has also approved giving Al Ayam Printing and Publishing Company a licence to build its new premises in Janabiya.

"The company is one of the biggest in its field in Bahrain and it is a pleasure to give them the approval they want," said Mr Al Sayed.

At the opening of the session, Mr Al Sayed said that the councillors had a tough job ahead during the new term.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=91660&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27178
Concerted efforts urged to meet water needs

THE Prime Minister, Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, yesterday called for concerted efforts to meet the water needs of the Middle East, writes Mehmood Rafique. “Water is a basic need and making it available to everyone in the region is a big challenge. We have to take steps to face such a challenge and find solutions,” Shaikh Khalifa said, following the inauguration of the three-day second Water Middle East Conference and Exhibition, which coincides with the third Power-Gen Middle East 2004 and the Iraq Reconstruction Conference, at the Bahrain Convention and Exhibition Bureau.
The Premier said: “Highly specialised companies and exhibitors are taking part in the three-day events providing a rare opportunity for experts and investors to share expertise and take important decisions on vital issues like reconstruction of Iraq, power generation and how to cope with the water situation in the Middle East.” This also was a clear proof of the Kingdom’s elevated status as a regional hub of conferences and exhibitions, he said.

UNEP/ROWA participated in the Exhibition 

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
UAE

Sharjah mulls a cut in price of piped gas

Sharjah Electricity and Water Authorities (Sewa) officials are currently looking into the possibility of reducing the actual rate of piped gases to less than Dh1.25 per cubic metre. 

The move comes as a reaction to the sudden hike in the price of cooking gas cylinders that has caused a great deal of agony among the UAE residents, already reeling under the pressure of an increased cost of living. 

“Through the newspaper I would like to clear the common misconception among people that the piped gas offered at Sharjah homes is an environment-friendly natural gas and is not witnessing any increase in their costs forcing us to increase the selling prices whereas the cooking gas cylinders are filled with liquid petroleum gas (LPG) and we have nothing to do with the hike in the prices of gas cylinders. We are only responsible for offering a non-profit piped natural gas service.”

He noted that due to a new law recently issued, landlords who plan to construct buildings are obliged to install piped gas or they will never receive water and electricity at their buildings.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september289.xml

Yemen

Observatory of migratory birds to be built

The Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden is planning to set up an observatory for monitoring migratory birds in Aden. 

The $20,000 project will include a glass tower to be built in Khormaksar, and will have a large area dedicated to attracting and hosting migratory birds. 

According to officials from the Jeddah-based organization, the tower will be used to observe the movements of local and migratory birds which flock to Yemen’s coasts during the winter season. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1996.html
Hodeidah cleanup targets inner city

The Hodeidah Cleanup Fund has spent more than YR 436 million on cleaning inner city areas, installing new lampposts, building new amusement parks and other city improvement works in the first quarter of this year. 

According to HCF Director-General Wadee Saif, some 66,000 tons of waste were removed from the Mina, Hawak and Hali districts of the city.

"Inner city areas that were once littered and untidy are now clean and neat," he said, adding that over 182 days, 1,296 liters of anti-mosquito pesticides were sprayed in the city neighborhoods.

He uncovered that the HCF was pursuing a plan intended to complete "major city improvements by the year 2030.” 

The plan, he says, "aims at planting trees in all street medians and empty areas, and setting up amusement parks along the beaches.”

"Under the plan, there will be massive clean-up and litter education drives," said the official

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1995.html

Oxygen depletion deadly for today’s fish stocks

There are nearly 150 oxygen-starved or “dead zones” in the world’s oceans and seas, a new report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) shows. 

These “dead zones” are linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, that originate from agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and wastes. Low levels of oxygen in the water make it difficult for fish, oysters and other marine creatures to survive as well as important habitats such as sea grass beds.

Experts claim that the number and size of deoxygenated areas is on the rise with the total number detected rising every decade since the 1970s. They are warning that these areas are fast becoming major threats to fish stocks and thus to the people who depend upon fisheries for food and livelihood.

The issue is raised in the UNEP’s first ever Global Environment Outlook Year Book, which is being distributed to governments attending the Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) taking place this week in Jeju, Korea.

The Year Book looks at some of the environment-related milestones of the past year, both globally and regionally.

Issues covered include the coming into force of the Cartagena Protocol, an international treaty covering trade in genetically modified organisms, the costs of mainly weather-related natural disasters and the challenges that remain in improving drinking water supplies for over 1 billion people.

The Year Book also identifies the continued ‘fertilization’ of the planet and growth of oxygen starved areas in the oceans as a key emerging issue that governments need to urgently address.

In some parts of the world, such as large parts of Africa, nitrogen shortages are reducing farmers’ chances of meeting food demands. Such areas desperately need more fertilizers. However, in many other parts of the globe, excessive use of fertilizers is contributing to the escalating problem of dead zones. 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said: “Humankind is engaged in a gigantic global experiment as a result of the inefficient and often overuse of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever rising emissions from vehicles and factories. The nitrogen and phosphorous from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects.”

“Some of these so called dead zones or oxygen starved areas are relatively small, less than one square kilometer in size, whereas others are far larger at up to 70,000 square kilometers. What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly,” he said.

“Hundreds of millions of people depend on the marine environment for food, for their livelihoods and for their cultural fulfillment. Reducing the impacts of agriculture, human wastes and air pollution on the oceans and seas will be a key component in helping us to meet the Millennium Development Goals and delivering the World Summit on Sustainable Development’s Plan of Implementation in areas ranging from fisheries and biodiversity loss, to sanitation and poverty,” added Toepfer.

The emergence of areas of artificially low oxygen levels can be closely correlated with the use of synthetic fertilizers in agriculture. Nitrogen is a main ingredient of these fertilizers.

Even when carefully managed, a lot of the fertilizer applied to crops is left in the soil. From there it is easily washed into rivers and subsequently to the sea. 

The fertilizers, often in combination with nutrients from sewage, and nitrogen gases from traffic and industrial fumes falling on coastal water from the air, trigger blooms of tiny marine organisms called phytoplankton. 

Their rapid growth and decomposition uses up oxygen in the seawater, leading to depleted oxygen levels.

Sometimes the effects are mild. But sometimes they can be dramatic with fish fleeing the “suffocating waters” and creatures, like clams, lobsters, oysters, snails and other slow moving, bottom living creatures, dying en masse.

The economic costs associated with these oxygen-depleted areas are unknown, but predicted to be significant on a global scale.

Some of the earliest recorded dead zones were in places like Chesapeake Bay in the United States, the Baltic Sea, the Kattegat, the Black Sea and the northern Adriatic Sea. Others have been reported in Scandinavian fjords.

The most well known area of depleted oxygen is in the Gulf of Mexico. Its occurrence is directly linked to nutrients or fertilizers brought to the Gulf by the Mississippi River.

Others have been appearing off South America, China, Japan, southeast Australia and New Zealand.

In some parts of the world, actions have been taken to reduce the amounts of fertilizer and sewage running off the land. 

An agreement for the River Rhine in Europe, in which countries agreed to reduce by half the levels of nitrogen being discharged, has cut by 37 per cent the quantities of nitrogen entering the North Sea.

However, there is concern that more oxygen starved areas will emerge in coastal waters off parts of Asia, Latin America and Africa as industrialization and more intensive agriculture increase the discharge of nutrients.

Experts believe that global warming, with its likely increase in rainfall and temperatures, may aggravate the problem. Research by a team at the College of William and Mary, Virginia Institute of Marine Science in Gloucester Point, Virginia, whose work has contributed to the GEO Year Book, indicates that there may be large changes in rainfall patterns with a doubling of levels of carbon dioxide.

In some areas, this in turn could lead to a marked increase in the levels of run-off from rivers into the seas. They calculate that dissolved oxygen levels in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, triggered by an increased discharge from the Mississippi river basin of 20 per cent and a climb in temperature of up to four degrees centigrade, could fall by 30 to 60 per cent.

Actions to reduce the threats should focus on sources of the nitrogen overload. Numerous options are available to governments, partly as a result of new scientific understanding as to how nitrogen cascades through the environment.

For example, forests and grasslands have a high ability to soak up excess nitrogen and slow down its movement from the land to the rivers and the seas. Planting more forests and encouraging more grasslands in some areas of the globe might help.

Improving precision agriculture so that less fertilizer is wasted should be another option. Producing livestock in the regions where most of their feed comes from could also reap benefits. 

Large numbers of farm animals in Europe are fed on soy, produced in North America and Latin America. Raising the animals in the soy growing regions could reduce the exports of nitrogen to regions like the European Union where nitrogen excess is an issue.

Other actions include more widespread use of technologies that remove nitrogen compounds from vehicles fumes alongside the wider uptake of alternative energy sources that are not based on burning fossil fuels.

Better treatment of sewage, both by high tech systems such as water treatment works and low tech systems, such as wetlands and reed bed networks, will not only reduce nutrient discharges to coastal waters, but will help the world meet the water and sanitation aims in the Millennium Development Goals. 
http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1992.html
Jordan
US-Jordan environment talks open 

The United States and Jordan on Monday opened a two-day series of talks designed to increase environmental cooperation between the two countries. 

The talks mark the first meeting of the bilateral Joint Forum on Environmental Technical Cooperation, established in association with the Jordan-US Free Trade Agreement (FTA) as a means to enhance the quality of the trade relationship flourishing between the two countries, according to a US embassy statement released yesterday. 

Minister of Environment Alia Bouran and Anthony Rock, principal deputy assistant secretary of state for oceans, environmental and scientific affairs, are heading the two delegations at the talks. 

Discussions will include the development of a joint plan of action related to the environment, which sets out goals for cooperative projects to promote environmental protection and sustainable development as the two countries benefit from increased bilateral trade. 

In negotiating the US-Jordan FTA, it was the firm belief of both sides that strong environmental cooperation should be an integral part of a growing trade relationship, the statement said. 

The event will feature site visits to joint infrastructure projects designed to improve environmental standards in the Kingdom, and a meeting with nongovernmental “stakeholders” for whom environmental issues are a key concern. 

Sites visited include Al Samra wastewater treatment facility — a $169 million project financed in part by the US Agency for International Development (USAID) to expand and modernise the existing overloaded and inadequate wastewater treatment system. When complete, this state-of-the-art facility will have a major positive impact for the Kingdom, the statement said. 

The US delegation to the talks includes representatives of the US Department of State, the office of the US Trade Representative, USAID and the Environmental Protection Agency, as well as officials from the US embassy in Amman. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews4.htm
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Afghanistan

*
Security Council condemns attacks against UN offices in Afghanistan

*
Annan condemns attacks on UN and partners in west

*
UN envoy hails appointment of new governors in troubled western provinces

Other news

*
Threat from Al-Qaida and Taliban constantly evolving, Security Council told

*
UN-Sudanese body to meet on keeping Khartoum’s commitments on Darfur

*
Sudan: UN health agency survey shows high death rates in Darfur crisis

*
Annan extends condolences as UN agencies mop up in wake of Hurricane Ivan

*
General Assembly ends 2004 session with more ‘positive outlook’ – President

*
Annan calls on Israel, Palestinians to promptly implement Road Map peace plan

*
UN atomic watchdog urges Iran’s accelerated cooperation on nuclear programme
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* * * * 

Afghanistan

13 September – Security Council members today condemned Sunday’s violent scenes in the troubled Afghan city of Herat, where the regional offices and compounds of the United Nations mission and agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) were ransacked and seriously damaged, forcing dozens of UN staff to be relocated to the capital Kabul.

In a press statement issued today, Ambassador Juan Antonio Yañez-Barnuevo of Spain, which holds this month’s Presidency, said Council members remained united in their determination to proceed with the presidential election scheduled for 9 October.

The statement called on all parties in Afghanistan to do all they can to make sure the elections are “conducted in a peaceful and democratic way.”

The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) has decided to relocate 38 of its staff from Herat, in the country’s west, after a team of senior UNAMA officials led by Filippo Grandi, the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative, visited the city today.

Mr. Grandi told reporters in Kabul on his return that 15 international staff, as well as hundreds of UN staff who are Afghan nationals, will stay on in Herat to repair the buildings and open emergency premises.

The offices and compounds of UNAMA, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) were all damaged yesterday when hundreds of locals demonstrated against the Afghan Government’s decision to replace Ismail Khan as the governor of Herat province.

Facilities belonging to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the International Organization for Migration, the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission and the Danish Aid Committee were also attacked.

Mr. Grandi said the attacks against the UNAMA and UNHCR compounds were the most shocking.

“I have seen in my life destroyed UN premises but I have hardly ever seen the type of the destruction that I saw in the UNAMA office. The office is in ashes and everything is burned. They spilled gasoline and threw matches and the whole office does not exist any more,” he said.

Mr. Grandi stressed that the temporary removal of the 38 staff was not a sign that the world body would be abandoning the city.

He also said he was encouraged by a meeting today with the new Herat Governor, Mohammad Khairkhwa, and his commitments to defending human rights and women’s rights, as well as to promoting security.

UNHCR chief Ruud Lubbers said his agency was suspending its operations in western Afghanistan for the second time in a month because of the instability.

“This suspension comes at the worst possible time for Afghanistan, when increasing numbers of refugees are coming back to their homeland, and just a few weeks ahead of an election that will shape the future of the country,” he said.

“It is crucial that UN staff be allowed to do their very important work at such a vital juncture. This process must take place in safety: it is intolerable that anyone’s life should be endangered.”

Mr. Lubbers’ comments add to yesterday’s statement from Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who also condemned the violence, which has occurred less than a month before an estimated 10 million Afghans go to the polls to elect a president.

* * *

Afghanistan

12 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has condemned today’s attacks against United Nations offices, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the Independent Human Rights Commission in strife-torn western Afghanistan’s Herat province.

“As stated by President Hamid Karzai, these attacks, perpetrated by a tiny group who tries to undermine the Government’s efforts to restore security and stability in this part of the country, are rejected with indignation by the population of Herat and the people of Afghanistan,” the Secretary-General said in a statement released by his spokesman in New York.

He pledged the UN’s firm commitment to support the Afghan peace process “in all fields – humanitarian assistance, reconstruction, democratization and institution-building.”

The statement also called on all concerned, including Afghan and international security forces, to help create a safe environment for Afghanistan’s upcoming election.

Over 10 million Afghans have registered to vote in the 9 October presidential poll.

* * *

Afghanistan

11 September – The senior United Nations envoy to Afghanistan today hailed the appointment of new governors in the troubled provinces of Herat and Ghor and underscored the importance of reconciliation ahead of elections scheduled for next month.

“The United Nations stands ready to assist the administration and civil society in Herat and neighbouring provinces during this sensitive period,” Jean Arnault, head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), said in a statement.

Tension in the area erupted in March with the killing of the Minister for Aviation and Tourism, who was the son of Governor Ismael Khan. The ensuing clashes between the forces of Ismael Khan and the 17th Division left a heavy toll, and violence flared further in the provinces of Ghor and Badghis in the months that followed.

Protracted instability in Ghor hampered voter registration in that province, which has one of the lowest enrolment figures in the country, according to UNAMA.

“The latest cycle of violence in Shindand and other districts in August showed clearly the potential for the conflict to spin out of control and jeopardize the stability of the entire region,” Mr. Arnault warned, pointing out that the clashes were contained thanks only to the Afghan National Army.

The appointment of the two new governors “offers an opportunity to prevent further fighting; to reassure the population; and to ensure the peaceful preparation of the upcoming presidential election,” the envoy said.

“The new governors should address with impartiality the root causes of the conflicts; promote a fair investigation into allegations of human rights abuses, in particular during the fighting in Shindand; and allow justice to be served,” he stressed.

* * * 

Al-Qaida/Taliban

13 September – Calling on the Security Council “to stay ahead of the curve,” the head of the Council’s committee that monitors sanctions against Al-Qaida and the Taliban said today the world needs “to think of new ways to defeat terrorism and its perpetrators” because the threat from the two groups keeps changing.

In an open briefing to the Council, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, Chairman of the sanctions committee, said while it was wrong to suggest that the sanctions approach to terrorist groups had failed, the response could be more effective by being both vigilant and flexible.

“The nature of the threat is constantly evolving, just as Al-Qaida itself has evolved from an organization with a structure and hierarchy into a global network of groups unbound by organizational structure but held together by a set of overlapping ideological goals,” he said.

Mr. Muñoz said closer cooperation between States on operational issues was one example of how it could be much more difficult for terrorist groups to carry out their work.

He also called on States to submit fresh names to the Committee’s list of individuals and entities belonging to, or associated with, Al-Qaida and the Taliban. Currently 429 names, or “only a small fraction of the actual number,” appear on the list, he said.

“I understand that there can be many reasons for not submitting names to the Committee, including concerns regarding due process, delisting and potential stigmatization. I strongly believe, however, that Member States and the Committee can resolve such concerns together.”

Improving the quality of the list was a priority for the Committee, he added.

Mr. Muñoz said he was also encouraged that the monitoring team, which examines what steps individual States have taken to comply with the relevant resolutions against the Taliban and Al-Qaida, has observed stronger interest from many nations in helping the Committee with its work.

The Council first imposed sanctions after the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of United States embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, which left hundreds of people dead.

* * *
Sudan

13 September – The joint body charged with implementing commitments made by the Sudanese Government and the United Nations to alleviate the suffering and end the fighting in the strife-torn Darfur region will hold its next meeting this Friday.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today in New York that the meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) is likely to focus on how to help Khartoum put in place the pledges it made under a joint communiqué signed in early July.

Khartoum promised then to immediately begin disarming the notorious Janjaweed militias, who are accused of murdering or raping thousands of civilians, to end the impunity for those responsible for the worst atrocities, and to protect Darfur’s swelling population of internally displaced persons (IDPs).

On 2 September Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan and the co-chair of JIM, told the Security Council that Khartoum has not disarmed the Janjaweed nor stopped their attacks.

Friday’s meeting will be the first since Mr. Pronk’s briefing and the submission to the Council of a report on the Darfur crisis by Secretary-General Kofi Annan. That report found that “some of the core commitments” have not been met by Khartoum.

Meanwhile, Mr. Pronk said he was concerned by reports of fresh clashes across Darfur, especially in the north, between Government forces and members of the rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA).

He urged the two rebel groups, the SLA and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), and the Sudanese Government to resume their peace talks in Abuja, Nigeria. The talks, which are being mediated by the African Union (AU), were adjourned over the weekend after they became bogged down on security issues.

Mr. Eckhard said the heads of the delegations to the talks are expected to meet Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo tomorrow to discuss where and when to resume the talks.

At least 1.2 million people live as IDPs and another 200,000 are refugees in neighbouring Chad because of the Janjaweed attacks and the fighting between Khartoum and the SLA and JEM.

* * *

Sudan

13 September – More than 200 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are dying every day in North and West Darfur in Sudan because of diseases caused by the crowded, unhygienic conditions in camps there or because of violent attacks, according to a survey released today by the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO).

The agency said the survey’s results surpass the accepted threshold for a humanitarian crisis – usually measured at one death per 10,000 people per day – in two of the three regions of Darfur, a vast, impoverished section of western Sudan roughly the size of France that has been beset by conflict and massive displacement since early last year.

In West Darfur, the crude mortality rate is 2.9 deaths per 10,000 people, while in North Darfur the rate is 1.5 deaths. South Darfur was not measured because of security problems there, and the survey included 1,500 households and covered the period from mid-June to mid-August.

The figures indicate that an average of 144 IDPs are dying each day in West Darfur and another 57 in North Darfur, between three and six times the expected rate.

WHO Director-General Lee Jong-wook said many of the deaths in Darfur are caused by diseases that are easily preventable, such as diarrhoea, which is responsible for three-quarters of deaths of children aged below five.

“This survey confirms what the humanitarian community has suspected for some weeks…Increased and better-focused action is now vital,” he said, adding that more aid is required to alleviate the suffering.

UN agencies, with the help of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), have accelerated the distribution of relief services to Darfur because of the high death rates and the continuing problems faced by IDPs.

Since last month, about 700,000 of the estimated 1.2 million IDPs across Darfur have access to clean water, while 30,000 latrines have been built and 127 health centres have been set up to help as many as 950,000 people. There have also been specific vaccination campaigns targeting diseases such as measles.

The humanitarian crisis engulfing Darfur began last year after civilians began fleeing their home villages because of attacks by militias allied to the Sudanese Government, which is fighting two rebel groups. About 200,000 people have fled to neighbouring Chad.

* * *

Hurricane

13 September – As Secretary-General Kofi Annan offered his condolences today to the families of the victims of Hurricane Ivan, which is wreaking a devastating toll across the Caribbean region, United Nations humanitarian agencies are stepping up their efforts to help the people left homeless and to prepare those still in the path of the storm.

Mr. Annan was “deeply saddened by the loss of life, injuries and destruction” caused by the hurricane, according to a statement issued by his spokesman in New York, and called on the international community to donate whatever resources are necessary to help the relief effort.

Dozens of people across the Caribbean are reported to have been killed by Ivan, the third major hurricane to strike the region in a month and one of the most severe in the past decade.

In a bulletin issued yesterday, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said it could be the most damaging natural disaster to strike the Caribbean region since Hurricane Gilbert in 1988. It has called for almost $1.5 million in donations to handle the immediate problems in Grenada and Jamaica.

Grenada remains the worst affected nation, with as much as 90 per cent of homes damaged or destroyed, and several dozen dead, but people were also killed or left homeless in Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, St. Lucia, the Cayman Islands and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

The storm is currently heading west and northwest across the Caribbean, with Cuba, the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico and the southeastern United States all still considered at risk.

In Grenada, a team of officials from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is arranging relief supplies for an estimated 5,000 to 8,000 people living in official or ad-hoc shelters. About 60,000 people are thought to be homeless.

UNICEF has flown 5,000 health kits and 5,000 doses of anti-diarrhoea oral rehydration packets to the island nation, where shortages of food and water have been reported and sanitation conditions are poor.

The agency has also sent staff to Grenada, including a doctor and a psycho-social expert, to deal with the anticipated rise in the number of children suffering from trauma because of the storm.

An initial assessment by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) has also found that Grenada’s major hospital has lost its roof and most of its equipment as a result of Hurricane Ivan, which struck the country late last Tuesday.

In Jamaica, which was struck on Friday and Saturday with the southern coast bearing the brunt, about 12,000 people are living in 285 emergency shelters. Some villages have been washed away or nearly entirely destroyed. Jamaican authorities have issued an urgent appeal for tents, lanterns, blankets, generators and heavy-duty removal equipment, as well as for food and water.

OCHA has also freed up cash grants of $100,000 each to Grenada, Jamaica and Cuba to allow officials there to respond rapidly to problems as they become apparent.

In Haiti, which avoided the worst of the storm, the UN peacekeeping mission, known by its French acronym MINUSTAH, is helping the interim Government assess the amount of flood damage.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said the world body would continue to monitor the situation as Hurricane Ivan progresses, especially in Cuba and the Cayman Islands.

* * *

General Assembly

13 September – The United Nations General Assembly concluded the work of its fifty-eighth session today, with the outgoing President praising the body’s genuine drive to overcome the crisis of confidence that had gripped the United Nations in the wake of the war in Iraq.

Julian R. Hunte of St. Lucia noted that during the 2003-2004 session, the Assembly had proceeded to make real headway on such issues as sustainable development, revitalizing the body’s work and reform of the Security Council, which had languished on its agenda without comprehensive resolution for ten years. Reviewing the strides the UN’s main deliberative organ had made during the past year, he said that multilateralism had been the guiding principle of his presidency and the basis on which decisions were made on the issues on the Assembly’s wide-ranging agenda. The “negotiating table” had been given a central role.

“This is how it ought to be” when addressing global challenges such as terrorism, HIV/AIDS, poverty and nuclear proliferation, he said, recapping the Assembly’s actions in those areas and highlighting related events that had taken place during the session, such as the High-Level Dialogue on Financing for Development and commemoration of the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda.

“My presidency was one that ensured that the General Assembly broke free of convention in challenging times that demand new ideas, vision and innovation,” he said. “I am heartened to leave the Assembly with a more positive outlook – our accomplishments over the session prove what we can achieve when we work together, cooperatively, with a clear sense of purpose underpinned by political will.”

Before Mr. Hunte’s closing statement, the Assembly concluded consideration of 35 items on its agenda, including follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit, environment and sustainable development, information and communication technologies for development, and the situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security, and deferred 29 of them to the fifty-ninth session. The Assembly decided that it would consider the report of the Economic and Social Council at its sixtieth session.

Also this afternoon, the Assembly adopted a resolution by which it approved the draft Relationship Agreement between the International Criminal Court – the world’s first permanent war crimes tribunal – and the United Nations, and decided to apply the Agreement provisionally pending its formal entry into force.

In addition, the Assembly decided that the question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters should be considered during the Assembly’s fifty-ninth session.

At the meeting’s start, Mr. Hunte expressed the Organization’s sympathy and strong solidarity with the governments and peoples of the Caribbean suffering the after-effects of a series of recent devastating hurricanes and tropical storms that have struck that region.

The opening of the Assembly’s fifty-ninth session – under the Presidency of Jean Ping, Foreign Minister of Gabon – will take place tomorrow afternoon.

* * *

Middle East

13 September – Voicing alarm at the humanitarian crisis created by Israeli activity in occupied Palestinian territory and strongly condemning the terrorism of Palestinian suicide bombers against Israeli civilians, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for prompt implementation of the so-called Road Map peace plan.

“Otherwise, both sides will face the grim reality of a never-ending stalemate and continued violence,” he told the UN International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian people at UN Headquarters in New York. Both Palestinian and Israeli non-government organizations (NGOs) are taking part in the two-day meeting.

In a message delivered by Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast, Mr. Annan stressed that a solution was spelled in the Road Map sponsored by the UN, European Union, Russia and United States, which calls for parallel and reciprocal steps by both sides leading to two States living in peace by the end of 2005.

He called the scope of the humanitarian crisis in occupied Palestinian territory “deeply disturbing,” with the toll of killed and wounded escalating, house demolitions, curfews and closures having “a particularly devastating effect” on women, children and the elderly, and more than half of all Palestinians now living below the poverty line.

“I urge the Government of Israel to dismantle outposts established since March 2001, immediately freeze all settlement activity, including natural growth of settlements, and stop the construction of the barrier in the occupied Palestinian territory,” he added.

“At the same time, we cannot ignore the fact that some Palestinian groups continue to carry out suicide bombings and other attacks that kill Israeli civilians, fuel hatred and fear, and only serve to interfere with the national aspirations of the Palestinian people,” he said. “We must all strongly and consistently condemn such terrorism, wherever and whenever it occurs. No cause can justify it.

“I urge the Palestinian Authority to take the long-awaited steps aimed at restructuring and consolidating Palestinian security services in order to confront groups that engage in terror, and to move forward along the road of reform,” he added.

Mr. Annan pointed to the “unique dimensions” NGOs can bring to peaceful transition in conflict-affected parts of the world through their field experience and first-hand knowledge, praising the so-called Geneva and Nusseibeh-Ayalon initiatives in which non-governmental Israelis and Palestinians drew up a blueprint for peace.

“Such endeavours, although unofficial, offer fresh ideas for give-and-take that could be considered by official negotiators,” he said. More importantly, they re-energize those discouraged and weary by proving that there are Israelis and Palestinians who are ready to make compromises, and who believe that the peace and security of generations to come are well worth the price of compromise.

But, he cautioned, a peace settlement can only be reached through official political negotiation resulting in an agreement between the parties. And he appealed to the donor community to give generously to UN agencies “that remain actively involved on the ground during this time of great need.”

* * *

Iran

13 September – The head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency charged with preventing the spread of nuclear weapons today called on Iran to suspend all uranium enrichment activities “in light of serious international concerns” about the nature of its nuclear programme.

The International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei, also reported that he could give not assurances about the non-diversion of nuclear material in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), which “continues to pose a serious challenge” to non-proliferation since it has not allowed verification activities for nearly two years.

He also stressed that, while the Agency’s efforts to prevent nuclear terrorism have continued to accelerate and expand, “clearly, the circumstances that first led to a plan for protection against nuclear and radiological terrorism have not diminished.”

While voicing satisfaction over progress in understanding the nature of Iran’s nuclear programme in connection with its legal obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), Mr. ElBaradei noted that in June the country reversed its decisions to suspend some enrichment related activities undertaken as a confidence building measure.

“I have continued to stress to Iran that, during this delicate phase while work is still in progress to verify its past nuclear programme, and in light of serious international concerns surrounding that programme, it should do its utmost to build the required confidence through the Agency,” he said in his introductory statement to the opening of the Agency’s Board of Governors meeting in Vienna.

“I would urge Iran, therefore, to continue to accelerate its cooperation, pursuing a policy of maximum transparency and confidence building, so that we can bring the remaining outstanding issues to resolution within the next few months and provide assurance to the international community,” he added.

Enriched uranium can be used to make nuclear weapons and the IAEA has strongly deplored Iranian breaches of the NPT, which included a long-running failure to disclose past activities. Mr. ElBaradei has repeatedly said the Agency had no proof Iran’s activities were linked to a nuclear weapons programme and Tehran has consistently denied any such intention.

Today he noted that no additional undeclared Iranian activities had come to light since his last report to the Board in June. Iran has also provided new information in response to Agency requests, although in certain instances the process needed to be accelerated, he said.

Progress was also made towards ascertaining the source of high enriched uranium (HEU) found at the Kalaye Electric Company and Natanz, in part due to the cooperation provided by other States, and it appears plausible that this HEU contamination may not have resulted from enrichment by Iran at these locations. But the IAEA is continuing to pursue the identification of sources and reasons for such contamination.

On Libya, which in December renounced all programmes leading to the production of internationally proscribed weapons, Mr. ElBaradei reported that the North African country had provided prompt access to locations requested, made senior personnel available and taken corrective actions as required by its NPT safeguards agreement. Verification activities confirmed that for many years Libya had pursued a clandestine programme of uranium conversion and enrichment, he added.

On the Republic of Korea (ROK), which last month told the IAEA that scientists had produced a minute amount of enriched uranium without government knowledge during vapour laser isotope separation experiments, Mr. ElBaradei said the Agency would continue its investigations and had received full cooperation.

But, he added: “It is a matter of serious concern that the conversion and enrichment of uranium and the separation of plutonium were not reported to the Agency as required by the ROK safeguards agreement.”

On the Middle East he regretted that there had been no progress in consultations with the various states on the application of full scope safeguards to all nuclear activities there.

* * *

Cyprus

13 September – With the help of the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Cyprus, the Greek Cypriot enclave of Rizokarpasso in the northern part of the island now has its first Greek-language secondary school.

Elementary school students wishing to continue their education previously had to move to the south.

The UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) sought the cooperation of officials from both Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot authorities to make this project a reality.

The head of UNFICYP’s Civil Affairs unit, Kannan Rajarathinam, personally delivered text books to the school this morning. He told reporters that this day “is a happy day and belongs to all Cypriots,” noting that “UNFICYP is happy that it has been of some assistance.”

UNFICYP was established in 1964 to prevent further fighting between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities, and its responsibilities expanded after the hostilities of 1974. UNFICYP remains on the island to supervise ceasefire lines, maintain a buffer zone and undertake humanitarian activities.

* * *

World Urban Forum

13 September – In a world of increasing globalization yet one beset by conflict and intolerance, the world’s cities must become genuine examples of inclusiveness and equity where cultures can enrich each other and educate all about the planet’s “wondrous diversity,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

“Otherwise, they will remain reservoirs of poverty and potential flashpoints of conflict – and ultimately, barriers to advancing the human condition,” he told the UN World Urban Forum in Barcelona, Spain, in a message delivered by Mervat Tallawy, Executive Director of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

“A globalizing world of movement and migration brings with it fears and tensions, which governments and local authorities can overcome only with sensitivity and skill,” Mr. Annan said.

“Only by bringing all communities and all citizens, new and old, into the development process and into the halls of urban governance as full partners, will we stand a chance of achieving sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals.”

These goals set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 seek to halve extreme poverty and hunger, reduce infant and maternal mortality and achieve other social goals, all by 2015.

“I urge you to intensify your diplomatic efforts by working with your fellow citizens and local authorities across the world, and within your borders, too, by fostering cooperation among your often disparate communities,” Mr. Annan declared.

Some 3,000 delegates are attending this second gathering of the UN Human Settlements Programme’s (UN-HABITAT) World Urban Forum, a ground-breaking global initiative held every two years to address the main challenge of the new Millennium – the planet’s transition to an urban world. The theme of this year’s forum is “Cities: Crossroads of cultures, inclusiveness and integration?”

UN-HABITAT is the UN agency for human settlements. It is mandated by the UN General Assembly to promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns and cities with the goal of providing adequate shelter for all.

* * *

Interdependence Day

13 September – No country can protect itself from threats – ranging from the AIDS pandemic to global warming to the spread of radical ideologies – by turning itself into an impregnable military fortress, according to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who reminded nations of the need in today’s world to work together in dealing with such issues.

“For good or ill, we live in an age of interdependence, and we must manage it collectively,” Mr. Annan said in a message delivered yesterday in Rome by Olara Otunnu, his Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, to mark the second Interdependence Day.

Although the United Nations is a far from perfect organization, it is the locus of international legitimacy and must the vital centre of multilateral action, he stressed, noting also his appointment of a blue-ribbon panel to generate a shared analysis of current threats – including global terrorism – and a set of recommendations on how to face them.

“I will be calling on the nations of the world to respond to those recommendations with vision and a sense of responsibility and solidarity,” he said.

The event in Rome was to bring together the Italian Speaker of the House, Pier Ferdinando Casini, former Governor Howard Dean, former President of Slovenia Milan Kucan, Polish Solidarity leader Adam Michnik, former Mayor of Palermo Leoluca Orlando, former French Prime Minister and European Parliamentarian Michel Rocard and many others.

Among the civic leaders that were also invited were former Swiss President Ruth Dreifuss, former Russian President Mikhail Gorbachev and former European Commission President Romano Prodi.

The first Interdependence Day was marked last year in Philadelphia, site of the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776.

* * *

Uzbekistan

13 September – Deploring the reported execution in Uzbekistan of people allegedly tortured into confessing and the government’s disregard of United Nations pleas for a stay, a senior UN human rights official today called on the Central Asian country to set a moratorium on the death penalty and urgently consider abolishing it.

The Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on torture, Theo van Boven, said he “deeply regrets that he continues to receive information” of such executions and noted that at least nine death row prisoners had been executed since late 2002 despite requests by the UN Human Rights Committee for a stay pending its consideration of the cases.

Most recently, Azizbek Karimov and Yusuf Zhumayev were reportedly executed on 10 August, despite interventions by the Committee, Mr. van Boven added.

He appealed to the Government to ensure strict observance of its international human rights obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and to cooperate fully with the Special Procedures of the Commission on Human Rights.

* * *

FAO

13 September – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) signed an agreement today with the European Commission to work more closely together to achieve one of the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – eradicating the extreme hunger and poverty that persists in the developing world.

With an estimated 840 million people worldwide suffering from chronic hunger or under-nourishment, the agreement should help reduce that pool and encourage more agriculture and development in poorer countries. The areas targeted include food security, sustainable rural development, food safety and quality and natural resources management.

FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said “partnerships such as this one are essential if we are to meet the target agreed at the World Food Summit and enshrined in the UN Millennium Development Goals.”

At the 1996 World Food Summit in Rome, delegates pledged to try to reduce the number of undernourished people by half by 2015, while one of the MDGs, which were agreed at a UN summit in 2000, calls for having the number of hungry people, also by 2015.

Since the FAO and the Commission began formally cooperating in 1991, they have teamed up to complete 116 projects – mostly in food security, forestry, agriculture and fisheries – to the value of €108 million (euros), or about $131 million.

* * *

Nepal

13 September – The United Nations emergency feeding agency has expressed concern that fighting between the Government of Nepal and Maoist rebels is severely hampering its ability to help hundreds of thousands of hungry people by endangering its staff.

“The conflict hurts most those who can least afford it,” World Food Programme (WFP) Deputy Executive Director Sheila Sisulu said on a visit to the Himalayan kingdom, during which she had talks with Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba.

“In order for WFP to carry out its work to feed the hungry poor of Nepal, all parties must be committed to the security of our staff,” she added.

While conveying to Mr. Deuba WFP’s commitment to continue to provide much-needed food assistance, Ms. Sisulu explained how that aid is inevitably put in jeopardy when the safety of agency staff is put at risk as demonstrated by incidents over the last two months. The Prime Minister promised that the Government would “do everything possible to support and not hinder WFP’s assistance,” she said.

Agency aid in Nepal is aimed at helping improve people’s lives in health, education and household economy. Its school feeding programme aims to provide nourishing meals in schools to 450,000 children and “take-home rations” to 99,000 girls as incentive to their parents to keep them in school.

In addition, its food-for-work programme enables 46,800 vulnerable families to improve food security of some 295,000 beneficiaries while upgrading roads and rural infrastructure to benefit the community as a whole.

WFP also provides fortified blended food and health care services to 2,200 expectant and nursing mothers and 4,300 children under three years of age, and gives training and refresher courses in maternal and child health and nutrition.

* * *

Greece

11 September – Extending condolences to the Greek Orthodox community, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today mourned the sudden death of His Beatitude Petros VII.

The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa died in a helicopter crash this morning in Greece.

In a statement released by his spokesman, the Secretary-General also conveyed his sympathy to the families all those who lost their lives in the crash.

* *** *
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

and Spokesperson for the General Assembly President

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Michèle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon,

Michèle Montas is with us today.  It’s her last day on the job.  And she’ll be briefing you and introducing to you her successor in just a few minutes.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, we put out a statement yesterday in which the Secretary-General condemned the attacks that took place on Sunday against United Nations offices, non-governmental organizations and the Independent Human Rights Commission in Herat, in western Afghanistan.

The Secretary-General called on all concerned, including Afghan and international security forces, to help create a safe environment for the holding of the upcoming election in the western region, and in the country as a whole.  We have the full text of that statement upstairs. 

The UN Mission in Afghanistan’s office in Herat suffered considerable damage, as did equipment and vehicles at the compound.  Similar damage was reported at the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

There were no injuries reported among UN staff in the city, and US forces stationed nearby yesterday took the international staff members to safety.

The UN Mission in Afghanistan today sent a mission to Herat, led by Deputy Special Representative Filippo Grandi, which met with UN staff there.  The Mission decided that some 15 UN international personnel, supported by hundreds of UN national staff, will continue on in Herat, while some 38 UN international staff were relocated to Kabul for a few days.

Today, the High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers said that he is deeply concerned at the latest flare-up of violence, which prompted UNHCR to suspend its operations in western Afghanistan for the second time in less than a month.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We issued the following statement today on Hurricane Ivan saying that “The Secretary-General was deeply concerned about the humanitarian impact of Hurricane Ivan, which has wreaked havoc across the Caribbean.  He is deeply saddened by the loss of life, injuries and destruction that have resulted from the disaster.  He wishes to convey his condolences to the people and the Governments of Barbados, Grenada, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago.  The Secretary-General requests the international community to offer solidarity and the resources necessary to alleviate the hurricane’s effects”.

**Hurricane Ivan
The United Nations system is providing assistance to the Caribbean nations affected by the hurricane. 

In Grenada, a team from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is arranging for emergency funds and working with the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency on incoming relief supplies.  Of immediate and urgent concern is the condition of an estimated 5,000 to 8,000 persons housed in temporary shelters.  Shortages of food and water and poor sanitation conditions have been also reported.  The UN Children’s Fund, or UNICEF, yesterday flew health kits, oral rehydration packets and other supplies into the island.  According to an assessment by the Pan American Health Organization, Grenada’s GeneralHospital has lost its roof and most of its equipment.  

Similar assistance is being provided to Jamaica where the UN is facilitating coordination among international partners and the Jamaican Government.  Some 12,000 people remain in 285 emergency shelters.  National authorities have called urgently for tents, lanterns, blankets, food, water, generators, and heavy-duty removal equipment. 

As the hurricane progresses, the UN system will continue to monitor needs in other areas, especially the Cayman Islands -- where initial reports have indicated major damage -- and Cuba.

Press releases are available from UNICEF and also from the UN Mission in Haiti, which is assisting the Government in assessing flood damage in that country.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
This statement was issued over the weekend regarding the tragic helicopter accident: 

“The Secretary-General is saddened to learn of the death of His Beatitude Petros VII, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, in a helicopter crash in Greece.  He conveys his sincere condolences to his family, as well as to the families of the other victims of the crash, and to the Greek Orthodox community.”

**Sudan
On Sudan, the UN mission in Khartoum reports that the Joint Implementation Mechanism, co-chaired by the Special Representative for the Secretary-General for Sudan Jan Pronk and the Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman, is scheduled to hold its next meeting this Friday. 

The meeting, the first since the submission of the Secretary-General's report on Darfur to the Security Council, is expected to focus on how to move forward on implementation of the Sudanese Government's commitments under the Joint Communiqué.  

Meanwhile, the UN mission says it continues to receive reports on clashes and violence in different areas in Darfur, particularly north Darfur, which has led to a number of casualties.  These reports include fighting between Government forces and the rebel SLA forces outside the areas designated by the Government to be made safe and secure.  Also tribal clashes, as well as militia activities have been reported.

Reacting to these reports, Pronk has expressed his concern about the increased tensions and violence and called on all parties to the Abuja Talks to resume negotiations on the remaining key issues on the Agenda, in particular the security cluster.  He has stressed that a negotiated political solution was the only sustainable way to settle the Darfur crisis and ensure the safety and security for the people of Darfur.

The heads of the delegations of the parties to the Abuja Talks are expected to meet tomorrow with President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, current chair of the African Union, in order to discuss where and when the talks, which have been adjourned over the weekend, could be resumed.

I’m sorry, I said that the statement on Hurricane Ivan was issued yesterday.  In fact it was issued just today.

**Palestinian Meeting
Earlier today, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, delivered a message on behalf of the Secretary-General to the International Conference of Civil Society in Support of the Palestinian People.

In the message, the Secretary-General said that the international community, including civil society, cannot turn away from its obligation to do all it can to alleviate the plight of the Palestinian people and to help cultivate a climate conducive to political negotiations and reconciliation between the two peoples.

Civil society and grass-roots efforts have an important role to play in conflict resolution.  Non-governmental organizations, he said, have the experience and the knowledge to explore new ways of working together to find common ground.

But, he added that a peace settlement can only be reached through official political negotiation.  Otherwise, both sides will face the grim reality of a never-ending stalemate and continued violence.

And we have the full text of that statement upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding a public meeting on “Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts”.

Chilean Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz, the Chairman of the Committee monitoring sanctions against al-Qaida and the Taliban, gave his second 120-day oral assessment.

As you’ll recall, Ambassador Muñoz also briefed you, two weeks ago here, on the latest report by the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team.

Also on the Security Council programme today, this afternoon at 3 p.m. are consultations on the latest report of the Secretary-General on the UN mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea and other matters.

**IAEA
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today began a meeting of its Board of Governors in Vienna, and Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said that the Agency is making steady progress in understanding the nature and extent of Iran’s nuclear program.  He urged Iran to continue to accelerate its cooperation and pursue a policy of maximum transparency and confidence building, so that outstanding issues can be resolved within the next few months.

He added that IAEA teams have examined facilities in South Korea since the Agency was informed about uranium enrichment experiments conducted by scientists there.  ElBaradei said it is a matter of serious concern that the conversion and enrichment of uranium and the separation of plutonium were not reported to the Agency.

We have a copy of his statement to the Board of Governors upstairs.

**Cyprus
With the help of the UN Peacekeeping mission in Cyprus, the Greek Cypriot enclave of Rizokarpasso in the northern part of the island now has its first Greek-language secondary school.

Previously elementary school students wishing to continue their education had to move to the south.

The UN mission sought the cooperation of officials from both Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot authorities to make this project a reality. 

A senior official with the UN mission delivered text books to the school this morning. 

The head of the Civil Affairs unit of the UN mission personally delivered text books to the school this morning.  He told reporters that this day “is a happy day and belongs to all Cypriots”, noting that “UNFICYP is happy that it has been of some assistance.”

**HABITAT
Today in Barcelona, Spain, the Executive Director of UN Habitat Anna Tibaijuka, opened the World Urban Forum.

Held every two years, it is part of a global initiative to address one the challenges of the new Millennium:  the planet's transition to an urban world.  

The meeting will focus on cities as crossroads of culture. 

In a message to the gathering, the Secretary-General said that the world’s cities must become genuine examples of inclusiveness and equity, as called for in the Millennium Declaration.  Otherwise, he added, they will remain reservoirs of poverty and potential flashpoints of conflict -- and ultimately, barriers to advancing the human condition.

The message was delivered by Mervat Tallawy, the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia.

At the opening ceremony, the Prime Minister of Lebanon, Rafic Hariri, was awarded the Special Citation of the UN-HABITAT Scroll of Honour Award for his leadership in the reconstruction his war-torn country.

**Interdependence
No country can protect itself from threats by turning itself into an impregnable military fortress, the Secretary-General said in a message issued yesterday to mark the Second Interdependence Day in Rome.  He said that, although the United Nations is a far-from-perfect organization, it is the locus of international legitimacy and the vital centre of multilateral action.

We have the full text upstairs.

**Uzbekistan
The UN Special Rapporteur dealing with torture, Theo van Boven, today said he regretted that he continues to receive information that people were executed in Uzbekistan whose confessions were allegedly extracted under torture.  He noted the recent execution of at least nine death-row prisoners in Uzbekistan, despite requests from the UN Human Rights Committee to stay the executions pending consideration of the cases.

We have a press release on that.

**FAO/European Commission
The Food and Agriculture Organization and the European Commission today signed a strategic partnership agreement designed to reinforce their joint efforts to reduce poverty, promote agricultural development and fight hunger in developing countries. 

Specific areas of collaboration include food security, sustainable rural development and agricultural policies.

And there is more in a press release on that. 

**UNFPA
The UN Population Fund will put out its new State of the World Population report this Wednesday, and we will have Safiye Cagar, the new Director of Information at UNFPA, at our noon briefing that day to talk to you about the report, along with Jill Sheffield, the President of Family Care International.

The report reviews progress in the ten years since the International Conference on Population and Development took place in Cairo.  Embargoed copies are available at the documents counter.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Press conferences:  11 o’clock tomorrow, Palitha Kohona of the Office of Legal Affairs will be joined by Mark Bowden and Cate Steens of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs to brief you on the Focus 2004 treaty event taking place from 21 to 24 September.  This year’s event is on the Protection of Civilians.

**Guests at Noon
Our guests at the noon briefing will be Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women, Christian Ahlund, Executive Director of the International Legal Assistance Consortium, and Judge Navanethem Pillay of the International Criminal Court.  They will be here to talk to you about the Gender Justice conference taking place this week at the Millennium Hotel.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we go to Michèle?  Yes, Mark?

Questions and Answers
Question:  I just wondered, as the EU is making various pronouncements of its support, calling for the Secretary-General to instigate an investigation into possible genocide in Sudan:  Is the Secretariat already sort of making preparations for this?  Is this something that you, guys, could do fairly quickly?  Or do you have to wait for the Security Council to call on you do it and then take several months to try and set up a team and all the rest of it?

Spokesman:  Well, there is a provision in current draft resolution being considered by the Council calling on the Secretary-General to conduct an inquiry.  Should the Council adopt that resolution with that provision in it, we would move quickly to set up a group to conduct such an investigation.  I can’t imagine that that investigation could be completed in a matter of a few days or may be even a few weeks.  But certainly, we would move on it in a responsible way as quickly as possible.  But I wouldn’t predict that it could be done quickly, no. Edie?

Question:  Some housekeeping issues:  Are we going to get a security briefing on arrangements for the general debate?

Spokesman:  About a week ago we asked the Media Accreditation Unit and UN Security to jointly brief you as they normally do.  I don’t think we’ve fixed a date for that.  But, I guess we’ve about run out of time... (Interrupted).  What?

Media Accreditation Unit:  A date has not been fixed yet, but there will be a briefing. 

Spokesman:  Okay.  Well, the General Assembly starts tomorrow, doesn’t it?

Question:  It does!  And also, are we going to be able to talk to the Secretary-General at all before the start of the general debate?  Just to talk about, you know, the big issues on the agenda.  What he is going to be pushing... We’re all going to be writing set-up stories, I assume. 

Spokesman:  So, you’d rather to talk to him before than after?

Question:  Well, we’d probably like to do both.  But certainly before.

Spokesman:  Okay, I’ll relay that request.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Is there any further information on who these elements who attacked UN premises and destroyed vehicles and material, who they are and have they advanced any reasons or claims for their actions?

Spokesman:  No, I have nothing on that.  We’ve received reports overnight by cable.  But I don’t have any conclusions to share with you from this podium.

Michèle, welcome to your last briefing.

Spokespersons for GA President:  Thank you, Fred.  Good afternoon.

The General Assembly will close its fifty-eighth session this afternoon, as you know.  Thirty-nine items are still on the agenda, including the report of the working group on the Security Council on issues like the proposed enlargement of the Council between 24 and 26 members, the right of veto and the issue of accountability, among others.  This is the progress report from the Committee.

President Hunte met you earlier today, so he has assessed the fifty-eighth session with you.  He will deliver his closing remarks at the end of this session this afternoon.

I am here today to tell you how much I enjoyed working with you.  Being a journalist for over 30 years, I was glad to meet a number of people I knew already and to make friends with others I got to know.

I am here also essentially to introduce my successor, Djibril Diallo.  All of you know Djibril.  You’ve known him as the Director of Communications at UNDP.  And he will be the spokesperson for the General Assembly starting tomorrow, the fifty-ninth session.  Djibril.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Djibril, get used to this chair.  As of tomorrow you will be sitting there.

Djibril Diallo:  Thank you Fred.  I was just saying that since the session is starting tomorrow, I wanted to thank Fred and thank you, Michèle, and just say I look forward to working with you.  Some of you I’ve worked with in the -- I wouldn’t want to say, because one may remember one’s own age -- but as early as the 1980s.  We want to have a system whereby we reinforce what Michèle and Fred have given you, which is really to transform much more the issues around the General Assembly and issues that are thought of in terms of messaging, projection and so on.  So that I will be working very closely, for instance with the UN Communications Group, which, as you know, is the forum of directors of information of the entire UN system and other fora reaching out to the journalist in the developing world.  So, I will not take up your time today.  I will do the first briefing tomorrow.  Shashi Tharoor has been kind enough to provide the support of the Department of Public Information in allowing me to do this function when I have my own function also as Director of Communications of the United Nations Development Programme.  But I see that there is a first question to me.

Question:  It’s very simple:   What are your contact details please?

Djibril Diallo:  Yes, I will have my contact details here.  But my phone number for the time being is 212-906-5300.

Question:  And your cell phone?

Djibril Diallo:  I will have a cell phone, which I don’t have right now, but as of tomorrow I will be able to communicate that to you.

Thank you.

* *** *
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