[image: image2.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 15 April 2003



War and the Environment - The Gulf Conflict
· Reuters - UN watchdog asks US to secure Iraq nuclear site

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" 

Economic chiefs wrap up talks on Iraq

·  Mother Jones Magazine - A Ravaged Land
· Scoop - Wealth and Baghdad
· Mother Jones Magazine - A Ravaged Land
· Christian science monitor - Humanitarian aid is not a military business
· Timothy E. Wirth - Why UN is needed

Other Environment-related News

· Canada NewsWire -  Ecosystems and Human Health - Montreal Forum to Feature Researchers from the South
· San Francisco Chronicle - Goldman Prize honors environmental crusaders 
· ENS - Environmental Awards Celebrate Grassroots Action 


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP
· ROLAC

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of  14 April 2003
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for 14 April 2003
BBC

US rejects Iraq DU clean-up 

     By Alex Kirby 

 BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The US says it has no plans to remove the debris left over from depleted     uranium (DU) weapons it is using in Iraq. 

     It says no clean-up is needed, because research shows DU has no long-term effects. 

     It says a 1990 study suggesting health risks to local people and veterans is out     of date. 

     A United Nations study found DU contaminating air and water seven years after it was used. 

     DU, left over after natural uranium has been enriched, is 1.7 times denser than lead, and very effective for punching through armoured vehicles. 

     When a weapon with a DU tip or core strikes a solid object, like the side of a     tank, it goes straight through before erupting in a burning cloud of vapour. This settles as chemically poisonous and radioactive dust. 

     Risk studies 

     Both the US and the UK acknowledge the dust can be dangerous if inhaled,     though they say the danger is short-lived, localised, and much more likely to     lead to chemical poisoning than to irradiation. 

             One thing we've found in these various studies is that there are no long-term effects from DU              Lieutenant-Colonel David Lapan, Pentagon spokesman 

     But a study prepared for the US Army in July 1990, a month before Iraq invaded Kuwait, says:

     "The health risks associated with internal and external DU exposure during combat conditions  are certainly far less than other combat-related risks. 

     "Following combat, however, the condition of the battlefield and the long-term health risks to

     natives and combat veterans may become issues in the acceptability of the continued use of DU." 

    A Pentagon spokesman, Lieutenant-Colonel David Lapan, told BBC News Online: "Since then there've been a number of studies - by the UK's Royal Society and the World Health Organisation, for example - into the health risks of DU, or the lack of them. 

     "It's fair to say the 1990 study has been overtaken by them. One thing we've found in these  various studies is that there are no long-term effects from DU. 

     "And given that, I don't believe we have any plans for a DU clean-up in Iraq." 

     Part of the armoury 

     The UN Environment Programme study, published in March 2003, found DU in air and groundwater in Bosnia-Herzegovina seven years after the weapons were fired. 

     The UN says the existing data suggest it is "highly unlikely" DU could be linked to any of the health problems reported. 

     But it recommends collecting DU fragments, covering contaminated points with asphalt or clean soil, and keeping records of contaminated sites. 

     Reports from Baghdad speak of repeated attacks by US aircraft carrying DU weapons on high-rise buildings in the city centre. 

     The UK says: "British forces on deployment to the Gulf have DU munitions available as part of their armoury, and will use them if necessary." It will not confirm they have used them. 

     Many veterans from the Gulf and Kosovo wars believe DU has made them seriously ill. 

     One UK Gulf veteran is Ray Bristow, a former marathon runner. 

     In 1999 he told the BBC: "I gradually noticed that every time I went out for a run my distance got shorter and shorter, my recovery time longer and longer. 

     "Now, on my good days, I get around quite adequately with a walking stick, so long as it's  short distances. Any further, and I need to be pushed in a wheelchair." 

     Ray Bristow was tested in Canada for DU. He is open-minded about its role in his condition. 

     But he says: "I remained in Saudi Arabia throughout the war. I never once went into Iraq or Kuwait, where these munitions were used. 

     "But the tests showed, in layman's terms, that I have been exposed to over 100 times an individual's safe annual exposure to depleted uranium." 


_______________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE  - IRAQ: UNEP Seeks To Restore Marshes 

A U.N. Environment Program team is set to enter Iraq in a bid to restore the severely degraded Mesopotamian marshes straddling southern Iran and Iraq, an area long believed by Bible scholars to be the location of the Garden of Eden, the Financial Times reported over the weekend.

When Shiites rebelled against Saddam Hussein in 1991 and hid in the marshes, he drained the area, which brought an end to the 5,000-year-old way of life for some 500,000 Marsh Arabs and prevented millions of rare migratory birds, such as the sacred ibis and African darter, from stopping there, UNEP said.

By 2001, 90 percent of the original 20,000-square-kilometer marshland had dried up, according to a UNEP report. "Over the past two years, 30 percent of the remaining wetlands have disappeared. According to these trends, all of it will go in three to five years," a UNEP official said.

The report recommends that scientists, environmental experts and potential donors meet in Geneva next month to coordinate a joint rehabilitation program. UNEP said any reflooding of the wetlands would have to be carefully coordinated and would require the cooperation of Iraq's neighbors.

UNEP said a successful restoration of Iraq's marshlands could serve as a model for other dried wetlands projects at bodies of water such as the Aral Sea in central Asia and Lake Chad in Africa (Bayan Rahman, Financial Times, April 12-13).

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Scripps Howard News Service

April 14, 2003, Monday

Fragile wetlands in Iraq at risk
Now that the shooting is mostly over, international foundations and environmental agencies are turning their attention to the marshlands of Mesopotamia in southern Iraq, once one of the world's most significant

      wetlands.

      Known as the "fertile crescent" and believed by some to be the biblical location of the Garden of Eden, Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein ordered the wetlands drained as a means of ridding the region of tribal "marsh Arabs" opposed to his regime.

      A report two years ago by the United Nations Environment Program revealed that 90 percent of the

      original wetlands had been drained or destroyed between 1970 and 2000. The agency issued an urgent plea

      to Iraq and the world to halt the destruction. 

      However, a follow-up study by the program last month using aerial photography showed that a third of the

      remaining 10 percent of the wetlands had been destroyed in the past two years and could vanish entirely in

      the next three to five years.

      The wetlands, which lie mostly between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, are a key resting spot for migratory  birds, including several endangered species like the sacred ibis.

      Restoring the wetlands would not only help preserve wildlife and the Marsh Arab culture, but could play an  important role in improving water quality for many Iraqis because wetlands naturally filter pollution, said

      Thomas Crisman, a professor of environmental engineering at the University of Florida.

      "If you don't have the wetlands," Crisman said, "you have to go to expensive engineering for sewage

      treatment, and that isn't going to happen."

      Crisman is an adviser to the Iraq Foundation's "Eden Again" project, one of several groups looking for ways  to restore at least a portion of the wetlands, which once covered an estimated 7,700 square miles. The

      foundation, led by Iraqi expatriates, receives U.S. government support.

      "It's going to have be put back in pieces," Crisman said. "We just don't have enough water to put it all back

      at once."
_________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

East Africa plans for more geothermal power generation 

                               Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  Representatives from 10 East African countries have drawn a plan to dramatically increase the supply of geothermal electricity by 1,000 mw by the year 2020.

                      According to a release issued here Monday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the plan was prepared over the weekend by a group of government energy experts, scientists, engineers and representatives of the private sector.

                      The envisaged power output would meet the electricity needs of several million people in the region. Africa has a potential of 7,000 mw of untapped geothermal energy resources.

                      The meeting, dubbed "Eastern African Geothermal Energy Week"  examined ways of overcoming some of the technological and financial constraints that have hampered the development of  geothermal electricity in the subregion.

                      Participants from the Comoros Islands, Djibouti, Eritrea,  Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia  attended the meeting.

                      They pledged to share expertise, bundle together national geothermal initiatives to reduce development costs and promote public/private partnerships to accelerate geothermal development  in the subregion.

                      They also agreed to lobby donor governments and agencies to increase geothermal financing.

                      The experts emphasised that geothermal energy was clean and was not vulnerable to droughts like hydro-electricity.

                      Geothermal generation is also not prone to unpredictable price fluctuations as is oil-fired power generation, they added.

                      Geothermal generation, which harnesses steam produced by hot rocks deep in the earth to generate electricity, is a highly  promising form of renewable energy. The potential of geothermal power generation in the Eastern  African Rift Valley region has remained largely untapped.

                      Kenya, which has launched the first geothermal energy project in the region, generates 45 mw of electricity from "hot rocks"  within the Rift Valley.

                      The weekend meeting was jointly organized by UNEP, Global Environmental Facility (GEF) and the state-owned Kenya Electricity Generating Company (KenGen) and was part of GEF's                      Joint Geophysical Imaging Methodology for Geothermal Reservoir  Assessment being implemented by UNEP.

                      It aims to support some of the key environmental goals of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and is expected to  serve as a blueprint for other African subregions.

                      The project will also make a significant contribution towards meeting the energy component of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable                      Development (WSSD) last year.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Xinhua

More geothermal energy to be used in East Africa

 NAIROBI, April 14
      East Africa countries have planed to increase electricity generated from geothermal power, a UN press

      statement said here Monday.

      The plan to boost the region's geothermal energy capacity were drawn up at a meeting held at the

      headquarters of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), said the statement issued here after

      the meeting. 

      During the meeting, government officials, experts, scientists and private sector representatives from 10

      countries in the region set a "challenging yet achievable target" to develop 1,000 MW of geothermal power

      across East Africa.

      "In total, Africa has a potential of up to 7,000 MW of untapped geothermal energy resources," the

      statement disclosed.

      Delegates of the Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia stressed at the meeting that geothermal energy is environmentally clean, and unlike hydro-electricity, is not  vulnerable to droughts.

      "Geothermal power has proved very reliable and Kenya has used it for power generation for 22 years," the

      statement added.

      The delegates have pledged to share expertise, unite national geothermal initiatives to reduce development

      costs, promote public-private partnerships to accelerate geothermal development in the region and urge

      governments and agencies for financing geothermal energy items.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UNWIRE

EAST AFRICA: UNEP Unveils Geothermal Energy Plan 

The U.N. Environment Program on Friday unveiled a plan to use steam from hot rocks buried inside the earth to generate electricity in East Africa.

The geothermal plan, developed by energy experts, scientists and private sector representatives at a UNEP-organized meeting last week in Nairobi, is expected to dramatically increase the levels of electricity generated from hot rocks. The meeting, also sponsored by the Global Environment Facility and the Kenya Electricity Generating Co., aimed to address technological and financial hurdles to the region's geothermal development.

Delegates at the meeting said that geothermal energy, unlike hydroelectricity or oil-fired generators, is not vulnerable to droughts or prone to price fluctuations. "Geothermal power has proven reliable," said the delegates' final declaration, which noted that Kenya has used geothermal energy to generate power for 22 years. The delegates set the "challenging yet achievable target" of developing 1,000 megawatts of geothermal energy in East Africa by 2020 -- sufficient to meet the electricity needs of several million people (U.N. release, April 11).

(Back to Contents)
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The Washington Post

April 14, 2003, Monday, Final Edition

 Tribe Recaptures Its Liberty, if Not Its Land

      It was their chance for revenge, and the men of the Wafi tribe took it. They captured and interrogated the

      man they knew as Omar, an officer in the secret police of ousted Iraqi president Saddam Hussein. Then, a

      dozen or so men of the tribe lined up in front of him with their Kalashnikovs and shot him dead.

      "We executed him," said Sabah Wafi, who was among them. "Even when we were shooting him, he wanted

      Saddam, he wanted the regime. He was saying that Saddam is going to stay and the Iraqi government is

      going to stay and they are going to kill you."

      The shooting marked another episode in a long cycle of violence against and revenge by the Marsh Arabs

      who live in this dry and desolate village about 45 miles north of Basra. Their tribe of about 1,000 members

      has been forcibly resettled from the marshes between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers that were their

      ancestral homeland, and over the years many of them have been arrested and tortured, executed and exiled

      by Hussein's government. 

      For years, they have been in a state of near-permanent guerrilla warfare against the government. So when

      four Iraqi military vehicles rolled into Shinana 10 days ago, they fired back, killing nine Iraqi soldiers and

      secret police officers in the ensuing firefight and capturing Omar. As a secret police officer, Omar had

      regularly come to the village to take men away, including Sabah's brother Salih, who never came back.

      The Wafis, and the rest of the Marsh Arabs, have lost relatives, homes and their way of life in the marshes.

      "There are thousands of Omars like this," said Ali Hachi Wafi, one of the tribe's leaders. "They used to hang

      us, to take down our homes. They used to come and kill our men."

      And their story offers but a glimpse of the devastation wrought by Hussein's government across the

      once-rich marshlands of southern Iraq. Until 1991, as many as 250,000 Marsh Arabs, or Madan, still lived in

      the vast network of wetlands, part of a unique subculture that has existed for 5,000 years.

      But today, the mostly Shiite Marsh Arabs are believed to number as few as 40,000 after the Iraqi

      government systematically drained their marshes, forcibly resettled them and launched a campaign of

      political repression.

      Accused of harboring army deserters and Shiite rebels in their waterways, the Marsh Arabs came under

      particularly harsh attack by the government after the 1991 Shiite uprising following the Persian Gulf War.

      Physically, the marshes are a wasteland now, with just a few glints of water and stands of tall reeds by the

      roadside as reminders of what was before. The United Nations Environmental Program in 2001 called it

      "one of the world's great environmental disasters," and experts have calculated that as much as 90 percent

      of the 7,700 square miles of marshlands no longer exist because of drainage and upstream damming.

      Human Rights Watch said in a report in December that what happened to the Marsh Arabs was a "crime

      against humanity," and demanded an international tribunal to investigate whether acts of genocide were

      committed by Hussein's government here.

      But until the fall of the Iraqi government last week, independent observers had no way to record the

      testimony of those Marsh Arabs who remained in their devastated land, relying on reports of those who fled

      the country and Marsh Arabs interviewed by journalists under the scrutiny of government minders.

      Today, they were able to talk openly in Shinana, and the words spilled out. They told of government

      bulldozers that came to destroy 18 of the houses in the village last year, of prisons where many of the men

      spent years, and of the executions of their brothers and sons and fathers.

      They also recalled the marshes where Sheik Qathem Wafi, the tribe's 72-year-old leader, grew up and where

      they spent their days on boats, fishing and hunting small game. Now the tribe's marshes, which were once

      less than four miles away, no longer exist. "There's no marshes anymore," the sheik said. "Saddam closed all

      the marshes. Now, there's no water and no lands for us."

      Their village, without electricity and water, lies near Highway 6, one of the main roads north to Baghdad

      from Basra. It is a barren place of sick-looking children where a half-naked little girl tottered toward a car

      this morning, with a bare bottom and a gas mask covering her face. There is no work for the men.

      Inside the sheik's reception room, the window panes were cracked or shattered. A group of the tribe's

      leaders crowded chaotically into the stuffy chamber to recount what their lives had been like under Hussein.

      In the fragments of individual stories and collective experience emerged a picture of a tribe and a way of life

      under siege by the Iraqi government.

      Asked how many of them had been in prison, 15 of about 30 men in the room raised their hands. Eleven

      raised their hands when asked if any of their closest male relatives had been killed. Nine said their homes in

      the village had been destroyed in recent years. No one could give an overall count of the number of men

      dead or missing from the tribe over the course of Hussein's three-decade rule, though Ali Hachi Wafi

      estimated the total was about 60.

      The Wafi men, Shiite Muslims, said they had been banned from observing their religion until last Friday, when their imam was free to preach for the first time in years and gave a talk "thanking God and the coalition

      forces for giving us freedom," as the sheik put it.

      During the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s, the Marsh Arabs fought against the Iraqi government. "We fought as

      individuals, not with Iran, not with Iraq," the sheik said. That set off one round of government repression;

      another came after the 1991 rebellion, the tribesmen said.

      More recently, fighting broke out across Iraq's Shiite south after the 1999 assassination of Grand Ayatollah

      Mohammed Sadiq Sadr, a prominent Shiite cleric in the Muslim holy city of Najaf.

      Afterward, government forces came into the village with bulldozers and destroyed houses of those believed

      to be leading the opposition. "They have destroyed 40 houses here since 1999 when they executed Sheik

      Sadr," Ali Wafi said.

      In May, Ali al-Sadoon, a top-ranking Baath Party official in Basra, and several government tanks came to

      arrest one of the men. The Wafis grabbed their Kalashnikovs -- rifles they said they had obtained from army

      deserters -- and began firing. They did not kill anyone. Four men from Shinana were arrested and not seen

      again, according to the sheik.

      Many of the men, including the sheik, said they had served time in Hussein's jails. Often, the men seemed to

      have been deemed suspect and arrested because other family members had already been taken. Hamad

      Mesham Badr Wafi's brother and two cousins were executed in the 1980s for deserting the Iraqi army. He

      was arrested twice as well, spending four years in the notorious Abu Ghraib prison near Baghdad. He said his

      jailers told him he was arrested "because we are against the Baath Party and because my brothers ran away

      from the army."

      For Sabah Wafi, the capture of secret police officer Omar this month was a chance to confront one of the

      tribe's many jailers.

      Sabah said his 16-year-old brother Salih had been arrested in 1998 by Omar and then executed. Sabah was

      taken away by Omar that same year, and recalled he was taken to a secret police building in Basra and

      tortured by Omar and another man. "They tortured me with electricity. They used to heat up a metal thing

      and make me sit on it," he said. "When they tortured me, they used to have fun and drink alcohol."

      The Wafis immediately recognized Omar when the Iraqi military vehicles came to the village 10 days ago.

      The soldiers accused them of collaborating with the U.S. and British forces, they said. "They came for us

      and started shooting at us," the sheik said, "so we shot at them."

      When Omar was captured, he was interrogated, just as he had interrogated some of them over the years.

      He told them that the secret police forces were there to clear the main road for fleeing Iraqi Gen. Ali Hassan

      Majeed, Hussein's cousin who had been entrusted with leading the defense of southern Iraq against the

      Americans. Then he was killed.

      "Omar killed one of our family," Sabah Wafi said. "Anyone we see who killed one of us, if we catch them,

      we're just going to kill them."
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Gleaner 

April 14, 2003 

Plan for nat'l biodiversity framework continues 

      THE MINISTRY of Land and Environment will, this year, continue its effort to prepare a national biodiversity  framework with a $ 3 million allocation made available in the 2003/04 estimates of expenditure tabled in the  House of Representatives recently. 

      This is being done through the national biosafety project, which started in April 2002 and is being funded by

      the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and the Government of Jamaica. The money will

      be used to fund the main elements of the framework, which include a regulatory system, an administrative

      syustem, a decision-making system that includes risk assessment and management and mechanisms for

      public participation and information. 

      During this fiscal year, phase two of the project will seek to achieve the following objectives: access to

      relevant information for all stakeholders in accordance with the requirements of the Cartagena Protocol on

      Biosafety; development of national biosafety and linkages to the biosafety clearing house; and identification

      of the component of the biosafety framework,t in consultation with all relevant stakeholders. 

      Phase three will be expected to produce a draft of legal instruments, including guidelines, as appropriate;

      systems for risk assessment and management, including audit; publications of inventories, reports of national

      meetings, draft and/or a final national biosafety framework, and identification of country needs and

      mechanisms for participation in the biosafety clearing house. 

      Phase one of the project consisted of preparatory activitiesf and gathering of the necessary information.

      The project, which was scheduled for completion in March 2004, has been further  extended.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
The Gleaner 

April 14, 2003 

 Phasing out of ozone depleting substances still on 

ABOUT $ 1 MILLION has been earmarked for the continuation of the Montreal Protocol for the phasing out of ozone depleting substances, a project of the Ministry of Land and Environment. 

      With funding from the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the objective of the project,

      which began in March 1997, is to phase out depleting substances by 2006. The funds will be used to carry

      out the objective through activities such as initiating actions to provide a suitable climate in the country for

      the expeditious phasing out of the substances; co-ordinating, p2romoting and monitoring in-country

      activities for its phasing out; collecting and reporting data on national ozone depleting substances

      consumption; developing and implementing projects as required. 

      For this fiscal year, it is anticipated that some of the major goals for the project will be realised. These

      include training of 150 refrigeration technicians, notification of incentives programme for retrofitting/

replacing for CFC-based equipment, a public awareness programme, customs training projec t,  retrofitting of hospital rooms, and recovery and recycling programmes. 

      Up to September 2002, some goals achieved include a ban on the importation of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs),  a reduction in duties on kits for retrofitting mobile air-conditioning units, regulations requiring the labelling of ozone-friendly products, increase in public awareness through the media and schools, and implementation of legislation as required for effective phasing out of ozone depleting substances. 

      Initiatlly scheduled for completion in 2002, the project has been further extended to February 2004.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Newcastle Herald (Australia)

April 14, 2003 Monday

Olivia Sings Up A Storm
      SHE has been singing up a storm for more than 30 years, but Australian entertainment legend Olivia

      Newton-John is still hopelessly devoted to her fans.

      The star of the original Hollywood hit Grease wowed an enthusiastic Newcastle Entertainment Centre

      audience last night as part of her national tour. 

      Heartstrings, Newton-John's first national headlining tour for 18 years, features her own seven-piece band

      and a 25-piece orchestra.

      Together, the ensemble impressed the crowd with hits such as You're The One That I Want, Xanadu, and

      Hopelessly Devoted that helped Newton-John win four Grammys and shoot to success in the 1970s.

      The 54-year-old, who was inducted into the Australian Recording Industry's hall of fame last year, also

      performed songs from her latest album.

      Simply entitled 2, the album features duets with fellow Australian music stars such as Tina Arena, Darren

      Hayes, Billy Thorpe and boy-band Human Nature.

      Beyond entertainment, Newton-John has served as a goodwill ambassador to the United Nations

      Environment Program.

      She is recognised as an inspiration for cancer sufferers worldwide after overcoming her own battle with

      breast cancer in 1992.

      It was a busy weekend for music fans in Newcastle, with laid-back blues and roots singer-songwriter Ben

      Harper and his band the Innocent Criminals performing to a sell-out crowd on Saturday night.

      It was Harper's first trip to Newcastle and his mate professional surfer-turned-musician Jack Johnson

      provided inspiring back-up. _________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

UN watchdog asks US to secure Iraq nuclear site

  VIENNA - The chief United Nations nuclear watchdog said it had asked the United States to guarantee the security of a former Iraqi nuclear research site until U.N. inspectors could return. 

  U.S. forces are reported to have entered the Tuwaitha nuclear research site that U.N. inspectors had previously identified as part of  Saddam Hussein's nuclear programme that inspectrs dismantled after the 1991 Gulf war. 

  In a letter to Washington, the head of the International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA) said American forces must secure the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Centre to ensure nuclear materials were not removed until U.N. inspectors could resume verification work. 

  "I have written yesterday to the United States Government asking that it ensure the security and safety of all the nuclear material there, which has been under IAEA seal since 1991," Mohamed ElBaradei said in a statement. 

  "The IAEA has subsequently received such assurances," the statement said. 

  ElBaradei has said that his inspectors alone, not the United States, have the authority under U.N. Security Council decisions to inspect and disarm Iraq if weapons or weapons programmes are found. 

  He has also urged that the inspectors be permitted to return to Iraq as soon as conditions permit to resume their hunt for weapons of mass destruction. 

  Before the war started last month, IAEA inspectors reported finding no trace of banned nuclear arms activities in Iraq since resuming inspections late last year after a four-year hiatus. 

  Iraq launched a crash programme to test its first nuclear bomb using highly enriched uranium after it invaded Kuwait in 1990. The target date was April, 1991, but bombing by U.S. planes in the Gulf War earlier that year stopped testing. 

  Other equipment was destroyed by inspectors in subsequent years. 

  Nuclear experts familiar with the IAEA inspection history said the U.N. was well aware of nuclear materials stockpiled at a Tuwaitha, a research facility where U.S. troops this week registered high radiation readings, according to some reports. 

  Iraq was allowed to keep some non-weapons grade nuclear materials after the 1991 war, including tonnes of raw uranium and uranium enriched only slightly. To be used in a bomb, uranium must be highly enriched. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Economic chiefs wrap up talks on Iraq

WASHINGTON: World economic leaders offered a united front on rebuilding Iraq under a UN resolution, and reaffirmed goals to ease poverty and invigorate a sluggish global economy as a series of meetings wrapped up the other day.

The finance ministers and central bankers turned attention to poor nations and vowed efforts to fire up the world economy, the traditional topics of twice-yearly meetings of the 184-member International Monetary Fund and World Bank.

The IMF and World Bank policymaking bodies - the Development Committee - focused on the plight of developing nations.

"Since our meeting last fall, the global environment has become more uncertain," the committee said in its final statement.

The panel cited the Iraq war, tepid growth in many economies and the failure to make progress of global trade talks as factors in the clouded outlook.

"We therefore strongly reaffirmed our commitment to the global effort needed to reduce poverty in developing and transition countries" and achieve the Millennium Summit goals on cutting global poverty rates and improving living standards.

Several hundred anti-globalisation activists marched on the tightly secured central Washington complex of IMF and the World Bank buildings to protest the policies of the international organisations.

But the Iraq war's aftermath, and the fear that bitter divisions over the fighting may spill over to world economic policy, further battering weak confidence overwhelmed the dry economic debate here.

"We support a further UN Security Council resolution," IMF policymakers said in a statement on Saturday, echoing a similar statement by the Group of Seven finance chiefs. Although the leaders offered few specifics, the move was an effort to ease friction between the US and its allies over postwar Iraq.

IMF member nations referred Iraq's debt - amount to up to $127 billion, according to some estimates - to the Paris Club of sovereign creditor nation.

"It is important to address the debt issue and we look forward to early engagement of the Paris Club," the IMFC statement said.

________________________________________________________________

MOTHER JONES Magazine

A Ravaged Land 

Devastated by war and isolation, Iraq now faces a humanitarian and environmental crisis 12 years in the making. 

Ross Mirkarimi 
April 14, 2003 We could see that Iraq was beautiful. In the brilliant sunshine, its blend of earth-toned ancient streets, bustling maze of market squares, rows of white modern buildings and timeless customs gave it a vibrant spirit. But everything was infected by war. As we neared Karbala, shell-shattered homes and buildings dotted the frontage road. I saw the residue of one outlying village that had been split in half by an errant bomb. Most of the people were gone, except a few elderly, sitting in the ruins of their homes, cooking on open fires between broken walls. 

It was 1991, and the Gulf War's aftermath was hard to escape. Families who once had indoor water were bathing and drinking water from a single source, the Euphrates. Sewage was everywhere. Water treatment and sanitation facilities were shut down or barely worked intermittently. The river that once gave life to Iraq was transformed into a river of death. What the United States-led forces left standing, civil unrest and United Nations' sanctions were finishing off. 

Military historians praised the 1991 war for its brevity, and the same praise is being heard today, as US and British troops roll through Iraq. But the cessation of hostilities 12 years ago failed to halt the ferocious onslaught against Iraq's environmental health. The devastation resulting from the Persian Gulf War transformed Iraq into a living laboratory. With the assistance of the UN embargo, Iraq has been subjected to 12 years of unprecedented and latent suffering. 

We were in Iraq as part of a nonpartisan public health-science team organized by Harvard University, non-governmental organizations and the government of Jordan. The team, the first to detail the comprehensive damage to Iraq's populace and environment, established the baseline methodology that is still used today by international relief organizations in assessing infant mortality, economic stability, environmental health and the psychological impacts of war on women and children. The team's findings were reported worldwide. The study was scientific. The toll was horrific. 

Surgical strikes lacked precision, and the aftermath of combat exceeded US Department of Defense collateral damage reports to the infrastructure that nurtured civilian life. (The UN was supposed to convene a special session in late 1991 to receive our report, but under Security Council protocol, any permanent member nation was allowed to reject such a hearing. One vote from the United States aborted our presentation. Despite fanfare abroad, our study team's data proved academic here at home.) 

What should have been national headlines is that after the war, the Iraqi region was transformed into an ecological disaster zone. The international community marshaled the resources to extinguish the grisly effects of the oil well fires and oil spills, but a cold war with Saddam claimed new casualties -- the neglect of Iraq's environment and civilian populace. Surpassing 800,000 by 2002, far more Iraqi civilians, especially children, died from the lingering consequences of the first Gulf War than in the war itself. In pre-Gulf war Iraq, the mortality rate of children under five years old was 27 per 1000. Now, according to UNICEF, it has soared approximately eight-fold. 

The decline of public health standards resulting from the patch-work repairs made to Iraq's serpentine rural and urban sanitation and water purification systems led to maladies ranging from severe dehydration to cholera and typhoid. Now, even those shoddy repairs are failing under the onslaught of US and British forces. Water shortages are being reported in Basra, Baghdad, Nasiriya, and other cities, and the threat of widespread urban epidemics is rising rapidly. 

Indeed, water contamination is the most immediate threat facing Iraq and, by extension, the entire region. The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers are Iraq's only significant sources of fresh water. They also furnish water to Iran, Kuwait, Turkey, and Syria. The situation in Basra, where half of the city's 1.2 million residents are still without fresh water or adequate sanitation, could be a precursor for the rest of Iraq. 

Like his father before him, when President Bush speaks of Iraqi liberation by removing Saddam Hussein, he implies a linear solution to the restoration of Iraq's health and welfare. But, like the bodies of people mangled by cluster bombs and toxic debris, the land and peoples of Iraq will not readily recover from the wounds that the combatants have inflicted, even when peace is achieved. 

Conventional attitudes assume that the altered chemistry of a river or desert eco-system, the chromosome damage to a newborn infant or the shattered economy of an embargoed nation do not affect each other. If we look at all these disparate disasters as part of a whole, however, it becomes clear that the combined actions of all belligerent parties have gone far in destroying the natural environment in which the Iraqi people live. Once a modern nation, Iraq is now a country of waterborne disease, imperiled flora and fauna, contaminated ecosystems, eroded soil and decimated livestock. 

Before the Gulf War, Iraq was able to produce 30 to 35 percent of the food needed by its entire population, importing the rest. A decade of conflict has changed all that. Soil erosion has accelerated, desert vegetation has been destroyed, and plots of dormant seeds have been disrupted. All indications suggest that Iraq's 2003 harvest has been effectively destroyed. The World Food Program projects it will cost $1.3 billion to distribute food to Iraq in the coming six months. 

While ostensibly less urgent, there is an immediate need to recover the massive amounts of highly toxic materials that are used by US and British forces to maintain and operate their tanks, jet fighters and other pieces of equipment. Exposure to even trace amounts of these chemicals through drinking, skin absorption or inhalation can cause cancer and birth defects, and impair the function of the liver, kidneys, and central nervous system. Due to inhospitable sandstorms, US troops have been forced to use larger amounts of hazardous materials than in more moderate climates. 

Another question surrounds the use of depleted uranium, a waste product of nuclear weapon and reactor use that is used in combat as a more effective armor-penetrating round. Thousands of depleted uranium rounds peppered the former combat zones in the 1991 Persian Gulf War and the war in Kosovo. The long-term health effects, according to a 1999 analysis from the Physicians for Social Responsibility must be examined; Army technicians who coordinated a partial clean-up of the depleted uranium in Kuwait have disproportionately become seriously ill or have died, and sharp increases in cases of leukemia, lymphomas and birth defects were found among returning refugees in Kosovo and the Persian Gulf who have come into contact with military debris contaminated by depleted uranium. 

The US General Accounting Office estimates that American forces used approximately one million rounds of depleted uranium during the 1991 Gulf War and 10,000 rounds during the Kosovo conflict. The projected use during the war in Iraq is expected to exceed several million rounds. 

Hasn't the time come for the world community to create a stronger convention for the protection of the environment in war? 

Ross Mirkarimi, who works for the San Francisco District Attorney's Office, coordinated the environmental impact investigation in Iraq with the Harvard International Study Team in 1991. He returned to Iraq on a follow-up mission with another environmental-public health alliance.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop

Wealth & Baghdad
By Dr. Neville Bennett
April 10, 2003

The recent past, from September 11 to the storming of Baghdad, has more than likely caused enduring changes in global investment psychology. The Bull Run from 1990 to 2000 generated a psychology of maximising returns in a fairly risk less environment. However, the pursuit of above-normal rates of return seems no longer to be the pressing issue. The preservation of capital will continue to dominate investment decisions. 

The investor is likely to be approached by brokers who insist they have worked out a way to profit from the war. Some scepticism is in order, for these may well be the same people who three years ago assured their clients that the future lay in the technology and telecommunications sector. The timid that followed that advice lost about 40% of their investment, the bold lost 80%. 

There are still many unknowns, like how will the war end? How will Iraq be administered? Will the UN be involved? When will oil be available? These are not minor questions, and no one knows the human, financial, political or diplomatic costs. We do not know how the war will affect American confidence, which has been at a ten-year low. However, confidence is central to spending and economic growth. 

The bold might already notice a note of caution in the equity market. At the time of writing, it appears the Wall Street’s euphoria was short-lived. The Dow closed at 8300 on Tuesday. It has made no real headway in a month, despite the brilliant military campaign and the removal of many uncertainties. It seems that economists warnings that gains could be short-lived has had an effect, and investors feel that problems in the US economy will come back into focus, once the war stops dominating headlines. 

Since the September 11 terrorist attack, investors seem to have upgraded the flight to quality or "hard assets’ classes of investments. The search has been for stores of value. For example, for many years American investors were unconcerned about dividends, but recently stocks which did not provide income have been under scrutiny, and many stocks have changed their policy in order to maintain the markets confidence. William Buffet has been vindicated in buying value stocks. 

Moreover, if recent history is not enough to confirm that the world is a dangerous place, investors might be mindful that tensions between the US and the EU, and the US and the Arabs, will almost certainly confirm the flight to quality. It must also be remembered that there are other unresolved issues in Asia which could disturb the peace. The tension between Pakistan and India is high; the Palestine issue is worsening. North Korea is a terrifying problem; it already has two nuclear weapons and might add six more this year. 

The gold price has taken a hammering, but some is still worthwhile in a balanced portfolio as it is a store of value, and it has surged in price despite central banks unloading vast quantities on the market. If it is time to get back to basics in investment, then commodities seem of interest. It is easier to determine that a bushel of corn is better intrinsic value than a tech stock. 

A dramatic increase in production and security costs is necessary to deal with the new era. Most commentators have scoffed at the idea of inflation, but I have argued that it is a possible scenario in the near term equation ("Stagflation", NBR. March 28). When inflation combines with investor interest in hard assets, there could be unprecedented activity in commodity markets. 

Some inflation is apparent in the US Producers Price Index, which shows producer prices are up 3.5% on a year ago. The war spending by the US is covered by a special budget of $US 75 billion, but this may be only a down payment. Some experts believe a $100 billion bill is a minimum, but the maximum has rarely been calculated. Yale Professor William Nordhaus’s worst-case is $1.2 trillion. His research is broad. lt is supported by a Council of Foreign Relations Study that estimates that the US will station 75,000 troops in Iraq for several years and cost $20 billion a year. The US Budget Deficit is already estimated to reach $300 billion due to war costs, tax cuts and lower tax receipts. Increased security and insurance costs are also inflationary, and record low interest rates are also inflationary in effect. 

The war has not removed all uncertainty. On the contrary, it has raised some new issues on which snap decisions could well be avoided. The political situation is very murky. One aspect which raises concern is the manner in which the Bush administration seems bent upon rewarding its friends and dishing its enemies. There has been much evidence that Mr. Bush is directing contracts to firms that played a positive role in his election, and has ruled out business from France, Germany, Russia and Syria in playing a role in reconstruction. This is extremely divisive, and may be expected to invite repercussions and promote instability. 

The markets will continue to be unstable. For example, the war has put the spotlight on the US dollar. It used to be a store of value. Recently it has depreciated, losing 23% against the Euro in two years. The dollar may remain weak because of record low interest rates, record trade and budget deficits, a bearish stock market and falling confidence. 

A depreciating dollar upsets many calculations upon which wealth is founded. Not many people realise that foreigners hold $7 trillion of US assets, and they may not enjoy getting low yields in a depreciating currency. They have already stated moving out of US assets, which could be a harbinger for further depreciation. A fall in the value of the dollar may also be a great stimulant for commodity prices. 

The lesson to be drawn from the war is that is has not resolved uncertainty. Some issues have been settled, but perhaps more have been raised. The investor will have to be very alert, and perhaps, cautious. Beating the market is very hard in these unpredictable times. The market will respond, and adapt to all changes and uncertainties. In addition, in the end the market is smarter than any broker.
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Humanitarian aid is not a military business

By Sarah Kenyon Lischer

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. - The installation of a retired general to head postwar operations in Iraq demonstrates the Pentagon's ability to wrest control of humanitarian reconstruction from the United Nations and the Department of State.

But this power ought to rest with a civilian organization - such as the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - that practically and ethically will better serve the reconstruction effort.

The Pentagon should sacrifice the short-term benefit of control for the long-term prize of legitimacy.

Under a military-controlled relief effort, humanitarian assistance can easily become a tool of war. Hostile forces might see aid workers as easy targets and allies of the occupying force. Moreover, the neediest Iraqis may never receive assistance if their needs don't match the Pentagon's political goals. The reconstruction effort is likely to lack international legitimacy and financial support.

In Iraq, the US use of humanitarian aid as a political asset threatens the efficiency and equity of aid operations. The Pentagon, overruling the Department of State, has asserted the right to organize postwar reconstruction in Iraq. It created an Office for Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance that will have the military imprimatur on every aspect of rebuilding - from political institutions to the food aid Iraqis receive.

Aid workers from international charities can follow along the Pentagon script or they can operate at their own considerable risk. The Pentagon has even made plans for these aid workers to wear US military-issued identification badges - something the workers see as an affront to their values as well as an unnecessary risk in a still volatile region. 

The Pentagon plan poses monumental ethical and practical challenges to aid groups. The two bedrock principles of humanitarian assistance are neutrality and impartiality.

Neutrality means that organizations do not take sides in a conflict.  Impartiality means that need is the only condition for determining who receives aid - not political affiliation, ethnicity, or any other criterion.

Aid organizations obviously lose their neutrality if they operate under the direction of the US military. Humanitarian aid also loses its impartiality if politics, rather than need, determines who receives aid. On the ground,  that might translate to the military preventing aid workers from assisting non-liberated zones, for example.

Adherence to impartiality and neutrality, even in an imperfect way, is a practical asset to aid workers, in addition to the ethical value. Being viewed as US allies makes them easy targets for Iraqi guerrillas. "We don'twant our workers compromised by having military protection," said an official of Save the Children (UK) earlier this month, as debate in the international aid community formed around the Pentagon's emerging plan.

Many organizations, such as Oxfam, have already stated their refusal to work under the US military. Some aid organizations, however, will do so. These groups may reap valuable contracts and international visibility for their organizations. By doing so they will relinquish any pretense of neutrality and impartiality, however.

Currently the Department of Defense is winning the debate about humanitarian reconstruction, mainly because it controls access and resources. But humanitarian organizations like Doctors Without Borders - winners of the Nobel Peace Prize - have moral clout and international legitimacy. They also have technical expertise and a reputation for impartiality. It will prove foolish and costly for the Pentagon to ignore the viewpoints of these humanitarian organizations.

The Afghanistan conflict in 2001 showcased military incompetence in humanitarian aid distribution. In a crude bid for political influence, the US dropped individual food packets from airplanes in remote areas of Afghanistan. The only value of these token distributions was for US propaganda. Even the propaganda backfired after Afghan civilians mistook yellow unexploded ordnance for the yellow food packets. In other instances, the media reported on warlords hoarding the food packets and selling them for a profit.

Similar stories of military mismanagement and inexperience are already emerging from Iraq. In Umm Qasr, children daily contract preventable diseases from dirty water. Rather than focus on unglamorous tasks of health and sanitation, however, US troops built a very photogenic plastic playground for the children of Umm Qasr. News photos of US soldiers sharing their rations with grateful Iraqi families cannot replace the need for technical expertise to feed millions of malnourished civilians.

• Sarah Kenyon Lischer, a specialist in humanitarian emergencies, is a research fellow at Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government.
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Opinion Piece

Why U.N. is needed

Timothy E. Wirth

Published April 14, 2003

For several months, the United Nations has been at the center of sharp public and diplomatic debate over how best to disarm Iraq and ensure international security. In the process, the U.N. has been called everything from indispensable to irrelevant. Come what may, it is in the global and American interest to prevent the current crisis and its associated rhetoric from undermining the United Nations as a platform for peace, collective security and common progress.

     After two world wars, the U.N. was created to prevent a third. The record is clear: The U.N. has performed this function and served the purpose of global peace with great success. It is imperative we not allow the current disagreements among countries to be confused by the uninitiated or twisted by the vengeful to destroy the long-term viability and health of the United Nations.

     This nation and the international community need the United Nations — and will need it as much as ever in the aftermath of the Iraq conflict.

     Whatever one's view was on the advisability of waging war, everyone should agree to a swift and comprehensive international humanitarian response in post-conflict Iraq. We will need the United Nations Children Fund, the World Food Program and a host of other capabilities, for which the United Nations is uniquely qualified, to help meet civilian needs for food, water, shelter and basic health. In this context, the U.N. will be most relevant indeed: America will not want, nor should it carry, this responsibility alone.

     Beyond humanitarian relief, the United Nations is likely to be called upon — as it has been after brutal conflicts in Kosovo, East Timor and elsewhere — to help maintain the peace by setting the foundation for the rule of law, democracy and civilian control of government.

     Outside Iraq, we will need the U.N. to continue and win the war on terrorism. Hours after the horrendous attacks of September 11, 2001, the United Nations adopted resolutions expressing solidarity with the United States and establishing the framework for the fight against terror and those who finance and/or harbor terrorists. With concern about retaliatory terrorist strikes, America will want to count on international unity at the United Nations as one tool to help preserve our security.

     The U.N. will also be a critical platform for the United States in the rebuilding of key alliances and world trust in America's moral, political and diplomatic leadership — which always have and must continue to complement our awesome military strength. We cannot ignore the fact that European opinion polls indicate substantial levels of fear and distrust of the United States. Allies with whom we have shed blood and toiled on behalf of freedom and prosperity are bitterly opposed not only to our Iraq policy, but also a seemingly cavalier dismissal of the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, the Children's Treaty and the Land Mine Treaty, to name a few. When the dust settles, we need to re-establish our willingness to work with the United Nations on common global challenges from the environment and health to disarmament and human rights.

     Finally, we will want and the world will need the United Nations to respond in future crises. The United States, after all, recoils from requests to be the world's police force, a kind of unilateralist troubleshooter. The U.N. helps provide a buffer between our interest in peace and the chaos that exists in a disparate, messy outside world.     It is clear the United States and the United Nations will need each other in the future, as they have in the past.     Fortunately, President Bush and his administration have worked hard in recent years to help strengthen the U.S.-U.N. relationship. The administration has displayed leadership in ensuring that America honors current and past financial commitments to the U.N. This leadership will be required again as we move past the Iraqi conflict to forge international unity in the fight against terror, poverty and injustice. The president will have to use his political skills and capital to fend off misguided suggestions in Congress and the punditry to extract a measure of revenge on countries that disagreed with American policy by undermining the U.N. as an institution.     The Iraqi disarmament debate has elicited intense, often bitter debate. On matters of war — the gravest decision any nation or group of nations could take, especially in a region as volatile as the Middle East — who would want or expect anything less?     We should not despair in these debates, or overvalue cliches about the U.N. being imperfect. What institution isn't? Recognizing its importance as an instrument of international peace, collective security and global cooperation, the United States and all nations have an interest in maintaining the U.N. for the long term.

          Timothy E. Wirth, a former Democratic member of the U.S. Senate from Colorado, is president of the United Nations Foundation. Distributed by Scripps Howard News Service.
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April 14, 2003, Monday 10:15 AM Eastern Time

 Ecosystems and Human Health - Montreal Forum to Feature Researchers from the South

      The International Forum on Ecosystem Approachesto Human Health, to be held at the UniversitDe du QuDebec Ga MontrDeal (UQAM), May 18 to 23, 2003, will welcome, among others, many scientists from developing  countries. They will present the results of their innovative research in the  field of ecohealth. 

          "During this Forum, MontrDeal will play host to researchers who are at the  very forefront of the ecohealth movement", say Forum program co-presidents David Rapport, of the Universities of Guelph and Western Ontario, and Donna Mergler, of UQAM. "They will show how the results of their research, conducted in collaboration with the people concerned, can help governments formulate policies to improve the well-being of communities and the health of their  environment, whether in Latin America, in Asia, or in Africa." 

          More than 100 developing-country scientists will present their research and findings. Here are a few examples:

          Ligia Noronha, an economist with the Tata Energy Research Institute in India, will describe efforts to reduce the negative impact that mining activity is having on people's health and that of the environment in the State  of Goa. She and her research team have developed measurement tools that will allow local communities, the various levels of government, and mining companies to assess the well-being of people in this region, and that of their surroundings. "We need to strike a balance between economic profits and environmental losses in order to ensure greater sustainability both in local communities and in the region as a whole," says Dr Noronha. Her team is composed of experts in various fields: economics, biology, biochemistry,  ecogeology, political science, health statistics, and social sciences. Dr  Noronha will give her presentation on Monday, May 19.

          Clifford Mutero, a medical entomologist, will describe his research to control malaria in the rice-growing area of Mwea, Kenya, a region of some 3,640 hectares that is home to about 3000 families. More than half of this       area is devoted to growing rice. Some 20 percent of the population suffers  from malaria. The research team led by Dr Mutero has examined the complexity  of the factors that influence the transmission of malaria, focusing not only  on health problems, but also on poverty, social condition, and tensions within  the region. As coordinator for the Systemwide Initiative on Malaria and Agriculture (SIMA), Dr Mutero will talk about a series of integrated       interventions for managing the agricultural ecosystem in ways that will put an  end to malaria. Dr Mutero will give his presentation on May 20.

          Mariano Bonet, a physician and Deputy Director of Cuba's National Institute for Hygiene, Epidemiology, and Microbiology (INHEM), will talk about the revitalization of the historic area of inner city Havana, Centro Habana. More than half of the inhabitants of this neighbourhood do not have access to safe drinking water. Communicable diseases like tuberculosis have been rising  steadily, as have sexually-transmitted diseases. However, they have a very  strong sense of community spirit. Thanks to their collaboration and the work       of a team of researchers, Centro Habana is turning things around. The team,  composed of physicians, a sociologist, a psychologist, an economist, several  engineers and an architect, has been working with the residents to find       integrated solutions that will take into account all the factors that impinge on the health of Centro Habana and its inhabitants. There has already been a  noticeable improvement in the health of teenagers, adult men, and the elderly,  particularly elderly women. Dr Bonet will give his presentation on May 21.

          Organized by IDRC, the forum enjoys the support of several partners, including the UniversitDe du QuDebec Ga MontrDeal and its Institut des sciences de l'environnement, the QuDebec Ministry of Health and Social Services, the  MontrDeal BiodFome, Environment Canada, Health Canada, the Canadian International Development Agency, the World Health Organization, the Ford Foundation, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Foundation, the International Society for Ecosystem Health, and the Pan 

      American Health Organization.

          Canada's International Development Research Centre (IDRC) is one of the world's leading institutions in the generation and application of new knowledge to meet the challenges of international development. For more than  30 years, IDRC has worked in close collaboration with researchers from the developing world in their search for the means to build a healthier, more  equitable, and more prosperous society.
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Goldman Prize honors environmental crusaders 
Wyatt Buchanan, Chronicle Staff Writer
Monday, April 14, 2003 
©2003 San Francisco Chronicle | Feedback 

URL: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/chronicle/a/2003/04/14/MN175750.DTL 

Eileen Wani Wingfield is a shy woman whose demeanor belies the ferocious anger she feels toward the Australian government. 

After the government proposed to build a radioactive waste dump in southern Australia, Wingfield risked her life to stop it, lying in the path of bulldozers. She became the spokeswoman for an aboriginal group created to fight the dump. 

Today, Wingfield and another aboriginal elder, Eileen Kampakuta Brown, will be honored in San Francisco with a Goldman Environmental Prize. The prize, established in 1990, is one of the world's most prestigious ecological awards. 

Some in Australia see her as a terrorist, but for Wingfield, the nuclear waste dump was just the latest attempt to wipe out her people in the south Australian desert, where nuclear weapons tests and uranium mining, many believe, have caused high cancer rates among the indigenous population. 

The radioactive dump in Australia would store waste from the country for up to 300 years. The government is moving forward on plans for the site. 

"All I know is, I had to do something for my country and my children and everybody's children," Wingfield said. "We're trying our best, but we're not being listened to by anybody." 

The Goldman prize honors grassroots environmental "heroes" from six geographic areas on the planet. Each receives a $125,000 award. It was created by San Francisco philanthropist Richard Goldman and his late wife, Rhoda. 

The other recipients this year are: 

-- Von Hernandez, a Greenpeace activist who helped stop waste incineration - - and the pollution it created -- in the Philippines by making it an issue in the 1998 presidential race. 

In the mid-1990s, there were many proposals to locate waste incinerators in poor urban areas. But after persuading the Catholic Church to oppose the incinerators, Hernandez also secured the backing of the opposition presidential candidate, Joseph Ejercito Estrada, who opposed the practice. 

After Estrada won, a ban was enacted as part of the Clean Air Act of 1999. The ban faces continual challenges, but it has been reaffirmed in a subsequent act passed by the Philippine government that called for an increase in recycling. 

-- Odigha Odigha, who has fought for the protection of Nigerian rain forests. 

Odigha remembers that as a child, he walked six miles through the forest on his way to school. But today, those forests are one-tenth the size they were 40 years ago. He said, "How do I relate my childhood experience to my children now? I felt a need to give all to what is left of the rain forest." 

His life has been threatened because of his activism, and he even went underground and lived in communities in the forest for two years, until General Sani Abacha's death ended his regime's control over the country in 1998. 

Odigha forced the country's first environmental assessment of forest land and led a successful campaign for a moratorium on logging in his state. 

-- Pedro Arrojo-Agudo, a leading opponent of Spain's plan to build 120 new dams along the Mediterranean coast. 

A physics and economics professor at the University of Zaragoza, he argues that the project is unnecessary pork legislation: "It's exploiting the aquifer in the area not for needs, but for deals." 

The battleground is at the European Parliament. If activists convince European Union members that the project is wrong, the funding will dry up, he said. Arrojo has helped to organize protests that altogether have attracted more than one million people throughout Spain. 

-- Julia Bonds, who has battled mining in West Virginia. Bonds worked as a waitress at Pizza Hut until 1997, when her 6-year-old grandson Andrew picked up a handful of dead fish in a West Virginia stream and asked, "What's wrong with these fish?" 

Answering that question has put Bonds in the middle of the fight against mountaintop removal as a method for mining coal. "What we need to understand is, what we do today affects our children generations down the road," Bonds said. 

Her fight now goes national, as she and other Appalachian people will tour the country this year to seek support for the Clean Water Protection Act, which would outlaw this type of mining. 

-- Maria Elena Foronda Farro, who fought pollution caused by the fish-meal industry in Chimbote, Peru, the impoverished fishing port where she was raised. 

Fish meal is used to make animal feed, fertilizers and preservatives, while untreated waste from production is often dumped in streams and sent through smokestacks. 

Because of her activism, she and her soon-to-be husband were accused of being terrorists and sentenced to 20 years in prison by a secret jury in 1994. Her father, a union lawyer, appealed to the country's supreme court. 

"The supreme court judge ordered the immediate liberation of both of them," said her father, Cupertino Foronda, who awaited his daughter's arrival in San Francisco as the old charges held up her visa application. 

She spent 13 months in prison before the release was granted, however. Now, Farro and her husband continue to work with communities to educate them on monitoring the fish-meal industry. 

E-mail Wyatt Buchanan at wbuchanan@sfchronicle.com.
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Environmental Awards Celebrate Grassroots Action 

                      SAN FRANCISCO, California, April 14, 2003 (ENS) - Seven environmental  activists who have led important grassroots efforts to protect the environment  and public health were honored today in San Francisco with the 14th annual Goldman Environmental Prize. The seven recipients offer a diverse view of the                      world's environmental problems and the faces of those determined to solve them. 

                      The awards are given annually to grassroots environmentalists from six geographic areas: Africa, Asia, Europe, Islands and Island Nations, North  America, and South and Central America. Each winner also receives a $125,000 prize. 

                      "This year's winners have looked beyond themselves, often risking freedom  or safety, to inspire their communities to fight for environmental protections," said Richard Goldman, founder of the Goldman Environmental Prize. 

                      This year's winner from Africa is forest protection activist Odigha Odigha, who is leading the campaign against industrial logging in the rainforests of  Cross River State in southeastern Nigeria. 

                      The forests Odigha is working to protect are Nigeria's last remaining rainforests and are home to 2,400 native forest communities with some 1.5  million people, the highest primate diversity on Earth and an estimated 20 percent of the world's butterfly species. Some 95 percent of Nigeria's rainforests have already been lost. 

                      Odigha Odigha is a leading activist fighting for protection and sustainable development in Nigeria's remaining rainforests. (Photo  by Mieke Kramer courtesy Goldman Environmental Prize)

                      Odigha's efforts helped create a statewide logging moratorium and he has educated hundreds of forest communities on sustainable forestry practices. His proposal for Nigeria's first Forestry Commission's  mandate and structure has helped get civil society and forest community representation into his nation's                      forest management practices. 

                      His success and fame have brought Odigha trouble - for several years he was forced to hide from government officials, some of whom had threatened his life. The end of the repressive Abacha government in 1998 allowed Odigha to become more public with his activism and in 2001 he helped form the U.S. based West Africa Forest Network. This organization has helped to put international pressure for forest protection on the Nigerian government and on the companies intent on logging the forests. 

                      The 2003 prize recipient from Asia is Von Hernandez of the Philippines. A  former Greenpeace activist, Hernandez organized campaigns against waste  incinerators in the Philippines, resulting in the world's first nationwide ban on waste incinerators. 

                                             Von Hernandez has become an international advocate  for tighter regulation of waste incineration. (Photo by Richard Roll courtesy Goldman Environmental Prize)

                                             Hernandez's activism has extended onto  the world stage. At last year's World                                             Summit on Sustainable Development in  Johannesburg, he helped organize a “zero  waste” forum that drew more than 100  environmental leaders from 20 nations. 

                      Hernandez also play a large role in organizing the first “Global Day of Action Against Waste Incineration” which involved more than 125 organizations  from 54 countries. 

                      “Our fight against incineration, landfills and polluting technologies is actually a struggle against the negative and destructive forces of overconsumption and dirty industrial development,” said Hernandez. “It is essentially a struggle  to shift the dominant paradigm to one which is truly respectful of life and the                      rights of future generations.” 

                      Peru's Maria Elena Foronda Farro is the award winner for Central and South America. The co founder of the environmental organization Natura in  Chimbote, Peru, is being honored for spearheading a community driven

                      campaign to clean up Peru's fishmeal industry, which is responsible for some of the worst pollution affecting Peru's coastal cities. 

                      Maria Elena Foronda spent 17 months in jail  for her environmental activism. (Photo by Richard                      Goldgewicht courtesy Goldman Environmental Prize)

                      Peru is the world's largest fishmeal  producer and 70 percent of the factories are located in residential neighborhoods. The mixing of industrial and residential waste causes  major health problems for the residents of Chimbote, which is the third most  contaminated city in Peru. In addition, the fishing industry continues a host of environmentally destructive practices and is severely degrading the local marine environment. 

                      Foronda has faced threats and was forced to spend 17 months in jail because  of false allegations she and her husband were members of the Shining Path terrorist organization. Her work has prompted eight Peruvian fishmeal factories to become better stewards of the environment and she continues the  difficult struggle of fighting for the environmental and public health of  Chimbote. 

                      The prize for Europe will be awarded this year to Spain's Pedro Arrojo-Agudo, who orchestrated the campaign to stop Spain's National Hydrological Plan  from damming and rerouting the country's last remaining freeflowing rivers. 

                      A physicist and economics professor, Arrojo rallied 400,000 people to march  in the streets of Barcelona to protest the water plan. He mobilized hundreds of  thousands at similar protests in Madrid and Valencia, and co founded the nonprofit Iberian Congress on Water Planning and Management and the                 Foundation for a New Culture of Water. 

Pedro Arrojo-Aguda has mobilized Spaniards to protest the country's water conservation polices. (Photo by Robert Roll courtesy Goldman Environmental Prize)

Arrojo is battling for more sustainable and sensible water policy within Spain and within the European Union, which is expected to finance some $17 billion, which is 40 percent, of the plan. He is credited with having help kick start a  new European water conservation movement that is often referred to as the "New Water Culture." 

                      Two aboriginal elders from Australia are sharing this year's prize for the Island and Island Nations region. Eileen Kampakuta Brown and Eileen Wani  Wingfield are being honored for their efforts to block construction of a nuclear waste dump in their South Australian desert homeland. 

                      The British and Australian governments have historically used this area of the country for a host of conventional and nuclear weapons testing, and a slew of  uranium mines have also impacted the natives and the local environment. 

                      Aboriginal elders Eileen Kampakuta Brown and Eileen Wani Wingfield are standing up against                      a nuclear waste dump on their native lands. (Photo by Robert Roll courtesy Goldman Environmental Prize)

                      But these two seventy year old residents have rallied support against  this latest plan. In 1995, they enlisted other elder women and formed theKupa Piti Kungka Tjuta - Cooper Pedy Women’s Council — or Kungka Tjuta, to stop the nuclear waste dump and protect their land and culture. 

                      In particular, they have raised warnings about the risk of groundwater contamination from the waste dump, the effects of which could be devastating for desert communities. 

                      The duo have reached out to politicians and the general public through the  Irati Wanti campaign, which urges the government to leave its poison where it  is. Some 87 percent of South Australians polled are now against the  government's plan, but the government has not yet budged on its position. 

                      Julie Bonds, this year's winner for North America, is a coal miner's daughter and a former Pizza Hut waitress who became a full time activist after her  grandson asked her why a local stream was full of dead fish. Through her  activism, Bonds has emerged as a leader in the fight to stop mountaintop removal coal mining throughout the Appalachians. 

                      The issue has a distinctly local feel for Bonds - in 2001, she and her family became the last residents to evacuate from her hometown of Marfork Hollow, West Virginia because the town has been destroyed by mountaintop removal  mining. This method of mining involves blasting the top of the mountain in order to tap huge seams of coal, but it causes massive erosion and flooding that damages streams and forests. 

                      A recent court ruling that removed a federal ban on mountaintop removal is a serious threat to the region, but Bonds continues to motivate a growing grassroots effort that is determined to protect the area's environment and the public health of its citizens. 

                      “When powerful people pursue profits at the expense of human rights and our environment, they have failed as leaders,” Bonds has said. “Responsible citizens must step forward, not just to point the way, but to lead he way to a  better world.” 

                                             Julia Bonds continues to fight against mountaintop  removal mining, which devastated her hometown in  West Virginia. (Photo by Robert Gates courtesy

                                             Goldman Environmental Prize)

                                             The Goldman Environmental Prize was created in 1990 by Richard Goldman and his                                             late wife Rhoda Goldman. The winners are selected by an international jury from confidential nominations submitted by a worldwide network of environmental organizations and individuals. 

                      "In the current political climate, it is more important than ever to recognize people who are working to protect the health of their water, air and community resources," Goldman said. "We are honored to recognize work that exemplifies  how much can be accomplished when ordinary people take extraordinary action to protect the health of our planet." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Benin needs 25 billion CFAF to check Cotonou coastal erosion 

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Benin would require some 25 billion CFA francs to tackle coastal erosion in its commercial city Cotonou, according to a study commissioned by the Environment, Housing and Planning ministry.  (600CFA francs=1USD). The study is to prepare ground for a project to halt sea erosion and secure the area for the construction of 2,400 units of houses. The erosion is believed to have been exacerbated by the Cotonou Port infrastructure, with the coast receding by about 400 metres in the last 40 years.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049217&dte=14/04/2003
Mudslides distress thousands in central Malawi 

Blantyre, Malawi (PANA) - A series of mudslides, induced by days of continuous downpours, have destroyed over 1,000 homes and displaced more than 3,000 persons in Malawi's central lakeshore district of Salima, local administrator Gift Rapozo said Monday. He predicted that the extent of the damage could be worse since a larger portion of the affected area cannot be accessed due to damaged roads. Being a lakeshore area, water levels in Salima have risen dramatically to severe waterlogging and mudslides, Rapozo explained. Last week, a landslide in the northern mountainous district of Rumphi killed at least four persons, destroyed about 530 hectares of crop fields, and swept away about 127 goats, 167 chickens and pigs from several animal farms. 2,000 families were rendered homeless.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049139&dte=14/04/2003
East Africa plans for more geothermal power generation 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Representatives from 10 East African, countries have drawn a plan to dramatically increase the supply of geothermal electricity by 1,000 mw by the year 2020. According to a release issued here Monday by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the plan was prepared over the weekend by a group of government energy experts, scientists, engineers and representatives of the private sector. The envisaged power output would meet the electricity needs of several million people in the region. Africa has a potential of 7,000 mw of untapped geothermal energy resources. The meeting, dubbed "Eastern African Geothermal Energy Week" examined ways of overcoming some of the technological and financial constraints that have hampered the development of geothermal electricity in the subregion. The weekend meeting was part of GEF's Joint Geophysical Imaging Methodology for Geothermal Reservoir Assessment being implemented by UNEP. It aims to support some of the key environmental goals of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and is expected to serve as a blueprint for other African subregions. The project will also make a significant contribution towards meeting the energy component of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) last year.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049133&dte=14/04/2003
SA to Host World Parks' Congress

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Valli Moosa will on Tuesday outline the country's readiness to host the World Parks Congress (WPC) in Durban later this year. The WPC meeting, which is held once in a decade, will see hundreds of conservationists across the globe gathering at the coastal city to discuss, amongst others, biodiversity conservation and the creation of protected sites, safeguarding of world heritage sites as well as mountain trekking and tourism and the impact Hydro-Electric Dams in Mountain Protected Areas. It is expected that the meeting would stimulate the local KwaZulu Natal tourism economy as many of the delegates would be spending money during their site visits as was the case with the past international conferences such as the World Conference on Racism. It comes after the country played host to the World Summit on Sustainable Development as well as the launching of the African Union. According to a message, placed on the WPC website, there has been an oversubscribing to the congress.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304140801.html
Cross-Border Parks on Way

The Namibian (Windhoek): The Ministry of Environment and Tourism is finalising a treaty for the establishment of a trans-frontier park comprised of the Ai-Ais Park in Namibia and the Richtersveld Park in South Africa. He said the project would improve the conservation management of an area with the richest biodiversity in Namibia and provide a new focus for tourism development in the south of the country. Mr. Malima indicated that negotiations with Angola were also underway for a trans-frontier park consisting of the Skeleton Coast Park in Namibia and Iona National Park in Angola. - Nampa

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304140298.html
Degazetted Forest Land to Be Seized

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Minister for Environment and Natural Resources and Wildlife, Dr Newton Kulundu, yesterday said the Government will revoke allocations of all degazetted forests countrywide. The Minister said 67,000 hectares of forestland degazetted by the Kanu government two years ago to reward its supporters would be revoked. He said such forests include Mau, Mt Elgon, Molo and Kinari forests, which were illegally degazetted. Kulundu, who was inaugurating the Kenya Forest Research Institute (Kefri) board of trustees at Muguga commended research work carried out by the institute to provide better species of trees

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304140414.html
_________________________________

ROAP Media Update –  15 April 2003
WHO says Sars could spread worldwide

Financial Times, By Joe Leahy in Hong Kong, Published: April 11 2003 21:31 | Last Updated: April 11 2003 21:31 - The Sars disease poses one of the most serious global health threats since Aids because of its infectiousness and potential to spread through air travel, the World Health Organisation warned on Friday.

It said other diseases that have emerged in recent decades, such as Ebola, had higher fatality rates but tended to be focused on limited geographic areas and were not as easily passed on.

"If the Sars virus maintains its present pathogenicity and transmissibility, Sars could become the first severe new disease of the 21st century with global epidemic potential," said Dr David Heymann, executive director of WHO's communicable disease programmes.

The global death toll from the disease known as severe acute respiratory syndrome has risen to 114 with more than 3,000 infected. Hong Kong, the area hardest hit by the outbreak, yesterday reported 61 new cases bringing its cumulative total up to 1,059 with 32 fatalities.

The disease has affected hotel and airline booking across Asia and led economists to revise down their forecasts for regional GDP growth. Dr Heymann said global economic consequences were already estimated at around US$30bn.

He said the disease's incubation period of up to 10 days meant it could be transported in symptomless air travellers all over the world. Transmission through droplets expelled through coughs or sneezes meant it could be spread easily. Initial symptoms are also common to other diseases such as influenza, making Sars difficult to detect at an early stage.

But Dr Heymann said remarkable progress had been made in researching and trying to contain the disease in the three weeks since March 15, when WHO issued a rare emergency travel advisory note on the disease. 

In an apparent reference to China, which he called an "initially reluctant partner", he urged all countries to co-operate in containing infectious diseases.

Meanwhile, Beijing announced on Friday it was stopping group tours to Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. This followed a decree by Malaysia barring tourists from mainland China and Hong Kong.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

General environment news

Angelina Jolie funds Cambodian wildlife sanctuary
Reuters, April 15, 2003 - PHNOM PENH - Hollywood star Angelina Jolie has agreed to pay $5 million over the next 15 years to set up a wildlife sanctuary in a former Khmer Rouge-controlled area of Cambodia, a senior charity official said.
… The project aims to protect more than 20,000 hectares (49,500 acres) of forest in northwest Cambodia, which five years ago was still controlled by remnants of the brutal ultra-communist Khmer Rouge, responsible for the genocide of the "Killing Fields."
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20470/story.htm 

Bangalore's kids pay the price for pollution
SEETHALAKSHMI S - TIMES NEWS NETWORK[image: image1.png]


[ TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2003 - ANGALORE: The city's toxic air is choking the lungs of its children. Nearly seven to eight lakh children (over 50 per cent) suffer from coughing, wheezing and other respiratory ailments due to the alarming air pollution levels.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=43406596 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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ENVIRONMENT:
Bush Fighting 'Secret War' On Green Laws - Kennedy 

Stephen Leahy 

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is the environmental movement's 800-pound gorilla, parachuting into trouble spots throughout the Americas, equally adept at pulling celebrity connections and successfully suing corporate polluters. 

A senior attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), chief prosecuting attorney for the Hudson Riverkeeper and president of the Water Keeper Alliance, Kennedy is the third child of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, who was assassinated on Jun. 5, 1968. He spoke with IPS in an exclusive interview.

TORONTO, Apr 10 (IPS) - Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is the environmental movement's 800-pound gorilla, parachuting into trouble spots throughout the Americas, equally adept at pulling celebrity connections and successfully suing corporate polluters. 

A senior attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), chief prosecuting attorney for the Hudson Riverkeeper and president of the Water Keeper Alliance, Kennedy is the third child of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, who was assassinated on Jun. 5, 1968. 

He has been arrested while protesting U.S. Navy bombing exercises on Vieques Island, Puerto Rico; worked with Chilean environmental and human rights groups to try and stop dams on the Bio-Bio River and helped native peoples halt a massive series of dams near James Bay in Canada's north. 

Kennedy was in Toronto in late March to ask Canadians to oppose a hydropower dam being built by Canadian energy company Fortis on the Macal River in Belize. Much of the last pristine rain forests in Central America are found in this small Caribbean coastal country of 250,000 people, nestled between Mexico and Guatemala. 

Kennedy sat down for an interview with IPS. 

Q. What is the issue here? 

A. I've been to the Upper Macal River and it's one of the most extraordinary ecosystems I've ever seen. It's the last intact rainforest watershed in all of Central America. It hasn't been disturbed since the ancient Maya. You can see these extraordinary forests growing over the old Mayan Ruins. 

It also has the last major rookery for the Scarlet Macaw in all of Belize, and probably in all of Central America. There are 13 species, many of which will probably go extinct in Central America if this dam is constructed. It has the highest concentrations of jaguars and tapir, the national animal of Belize. 

The dam that's proposed by Fortis will only supply something like 2.9 megawatts of power - about enough electricity to power three small hotels. It's a very small amount of energy to sacrifice these extraordinary resources, which are global resources. 

Q. Why should this dam concern Canadians? 

A. The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) provided the funds for the geological testing that underpins the environmental impact assessment (EIS) requested by the Belizian government àIt claims the dam is going to be constructed on granite but the studies actually show the geology in that area is fractured shale and sandstone, which is highly likely to rupture or fail if the dam is constructed there. 

Q. But won't a new hydro dam benefit the people of Belize? 

A. In terms of economics, the project makes no sense. Belizians suffer under an electricity monopoly owned by Fortis that's one of the most oppressive anywhere in the Americas. Fortis makes a profit margin per kilowatt-hour (kWh) that is three to six times higher in Belize than what they make in Canada. 

By way of example, (Canada's province of) Ontario recently capped the electricity rates to its consumers at 4.3 cents per kWh. Belizians pay 17 to 21 cents. That's more than twice as much as their neighbouring countries, such as Honduras and Mexico. 

Fortis made 68 million dollars in profit last year, and somewhere around 25 million dollars of that came from Belize. (The company says 2002 profits were 63.3 million dollars and of that, 11.5 million dollars were generated in Belize - editor). Belize has a population of only 250,000 people, and if this dam is constructed it will impoverish these people for 50 years or more. 

We are most concerned that the Canadian government and CIDA (the Canadian International Development Agency) have given legitimacy to a deal that most courts would rule as unconscionable. 

Q. Belize is a democratic country. Why would they participate in a project that won't benefit them? 

A. There is an imbalance of power when a large multinational corporation comes into a very poor country and makes behind-the-doors sweetheart deals with government officials that end up enriching a few people while impoverishing an entire nation. This is the worst face of globalisation. 

One of the problems that people see with globalisation is that when vital public trust assets like water supplies and energy are owned by a foreign corporation there's no such responsibility to the people of that country. Companies like Fortis are international outlaws. 

Q. What's wrong with corporations making a profit - isn't that what powers our economies? 

A. I believe in free market capitalism. But in a true free market economy you can't make yourself rich without making your neighbour rich. You show me a polluter and I'll show you someone who's imposing their costs of production on the public. 

Eastern Canadian lakes are contaminated with mercury and your forests are acidified. That's the result of coal-burning power plants in the Ohio valley.. Those impacts pose costs on the people of Canada and should, in a true free market economy, be reflected in the price of electricity generated by those plants. If those plants had to pay the true cost of bringing their product to market, they would shift to natural gas or other less polluting counterparts. 

We ought to force polluters to absorb the true costs of doing business. Not doing this ends up distorting all of free enterprise. 

Q. Are the problems Belize is having with a multinational corporation unique to developing countries? 

A. We're having the same problems in the U.S. Large multinational corporations come in and easily dominate local political landscapes, forcing out competition and destroying small and medium sized business. 

Government are easily bought off by fat cats using political clout to escape the free market economy. They don't want free market capitalism, they want monopoly capitalism. The Bush administration is inclined to facilitate corporate profiteering at public expense. 

Q. What about the criticism that you are a big American non-governmental organisation (NGO) that's ''interfering'' in local issues? 

A. We don't go to countries unless we're invited by local citizens or NGOs for our help and expertise. People in Belize, who were overwhelmed by the power of Fortis, turned to NRDC and to other northern groups to come down to assist them. We know a lot about fighting these multinationals; that's what we do. So a lot of times we can be useful to them. 

It's ironic to hear people from Fortis say NRDC doesn't have the right to represent environmental interests in Belize when Fortis is there representing its own self interest. 

Q. Have the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan taken attention away from environmental issues at home? 

A. It has made it easier for large corporations to operate without public scrutiny and enabled them to make deals that are scandalous. In times like these we're seeing the constraints lifted on large corporations like Lockheed, a huge polluter. The oil and fossil fuel industry and other commodity industries are given a much freer rein to operate. 

I'll give you one specific example. Smithfield Foods, the largest pork producer in the world, invented a way of raising pigs in large factory farms which creates huge amounts of pollution, impoverishes farmers, and distorts markets. By educating the public, politicians and press in other countries like Poland, we have been able to stop Smithfield from expanding into those countries. 

As a result of President Bush's efforts to bring Poland into the coalition against Iraq, there was a 12.5-billion-dollar loan guarantee. Attached to that guarantee were a number of requirements that forced Poland to accept U.S. corporate presence in their country including Smithfield. Part of the loan has to be repaid to Smithfield. 

Q. How would you characterise the current U.S. administration's approach to environment? 

A. President Bush has a secret war against the environment. It is a stealth attack. He's now eviscerating America's environmental laws. He has 100 proposed rollbacks of environmental regulations that even if just a portion go through, by this time next year we will have no federal environmental laws.. 

That's not an exaggeration. These laws are being passed below the radar screen. They're being attached to large budget bills that must be passed so there's no public debate in Congress or elsewhere. 

If you talk to the American people - and all the polling shows this - around 75 percent, Democrats and Republicans alike, support stronger environmental laws. Only seven percent say we need the laws weakened. 

But it's those seven percent that have influence with this administration. Those are the people from the oil, chemical, and pharmaceutical industries and real estate developers who now wield tremendous influence with this government. 

President Bush is the worst environmental president in the past 100 years. (END)

ENVIRONMENT-BELIZE:
Court OKs Canadian Dam Over Heavy Opposition 

Stephen Leahy 


TORONTO, Apr 10 (IPS) - Despite intense opposition by civil society groups in Belize and North America, a Belize court ruled this month that giant Canadian power company Fortis can build a dam that will flood a 35-kilometre-long rainforest valley that is home to more than a dozen rare or endangered species. 

With Belize government backing, Fortis has made millions of dollars from privatising the electricity industry in the small Central American country wedged between Mexico and Guatemala with a population of just 250,000 people. 

The company intends to build the 45-million-Canadian-dollar concrete Chalillo dam across the upper Macal river in an area designated a ”bio-gem” because of the range of habitats found near the Maya mountains in the country's south-west region. 

''We are pleased with the rulings by the Supreme Court of Belize with respect to the Chalillo Hydroelectric Project and plan to commence construction of the facility in 2003,'' Fortis President and CEO Stanley Marshall said in a statement. 

Belizian biologist Sharon Matola, who is also director of the Belize Zoo, told listeners at a University of Toronto public forum on the controversial project last month that the dam would destroy prime habitat for many endangered species, including the jaguar and Baird's tapir. ''The valley is the only place left in northern and Central America where one subspecies of Scarlet Macaw breed,'' she said. 

''There are less than 200 left in the wild.'' 

A report by the Natural History Museum in London, England on the project's impact on wildlife ”highly recommended” that the plan be dropped because of its effects on these and other rare and endangered species Matola said. 

Multinational engineering company AMEC commissioned the report on behalf of Fortis to meet Belize's requirements for an environmental impact statement (EIS), but the museum's recommendations were buried in an appendix of the final 1,500-page report. 

The Belizian people are against the project because nature tourism is the biggest revenue earner in her country, said Matola. ''And our power rates would only go up as a result of this project.'' 

The Chalillo dam would only generate enough energy to power a few small hotels, according to Robert Kennedy Jr., senior attorney with U.S.-based National Resource Defence Council (NRDC). Fortis, a two-billion-dollar company, charges the highest electricity rates in South America through its subsidiary, the Belize Electricity Corporation (BECOL), said Kennedy. 

''There are other cheaper energy sources in Belize, such as bagasse, which is made from sugar cane residues, and even energy purchased from Mexico would be cheaper,'' he added. 

''Fortis has an energy monopoly and they're charging rates three times their highest Canadian rates. These prices will impoverish the Belizian people with the most oppressive energy bills of anyone in Central America.'' If the Chalillo project goes forward, Fortis will make 250 million dollars over the lifetime of the dam, Kennedy said. 

Not surprisingly, Fortis, which declined to comment for this story, sees things differently. ''BECOL has consistently maintained that the Chalillo Project is without doubt the best energy supply option to meet the growing energy demands of Belize,'' BECOL Director Lynn Young said in a statement. 

Fortis, AMEC, the Belizian ambassador, Canadian government officials and the head of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) were invited but declined to attend the Toronto forum. 

Geological experts hired by Canadian non-governmental organisation (NGO) Probe International and NRDC found serious errors in the geological assessment done by AMEC. In fact, the dam could fail because of the underlying porous rock, said Gráinne Ryder, a water resources engineer with Probe. ''There are mistakes throughout the EIS,'' she said. 

''CIDA should be immediately recall the study,'' added Ryder. AMEC's work was paid for by CIDA, Canada's main aid agency, which gave the EIS considerable legitimacy in the eyes of many, she stated. While CIDA is better known for good works projects throughout the south, it has a little known division called CIDA-INC that supports Canadian companies working in the south. 

CIDA also kept the EIS report secret, leading NGOs to acquire a copy via Canada's Freedom of Information law. ''They've kept people from being able to participate and offering alternatives to the dam,'' Ryder said. 

'Disclosure', an investigative TV programme of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation discovered that CIDA gave AMEC 466,000 dollars for the study. Over the past 10 years, the company has received contracts worth nearly 50 million dollars from CIDA. 'Disclosure' also found that the contract between CIDA and AMEC requires the engineering company to share revenues with CIDA if it does more work on the Chalillo dam. 

The Belize Alliance of Conservation Non-Governmental Organisations (BACONGO), a coalition of more than 10 Belizian groups, challenged the EIS on these and other issues in the Belizian courts. The Appeals court refused to overturn a previous Belize Supreme Court decision that allowed the project to proceed. 

''We have been diligent in our efforts to ensure BECOL follows all rules and regulations in getting approvals for construction of the Chalillo Project,'' Young stated. ''The courts have once again vindicated us from all the misleading and spurious claims of BACONGO and the Washington-based Natural Resources Defense Council.'' 

For its part, BACONGO says it plans to use its one last legal avenue and appeal to the U.K. Privy Council, the final court of appeal for Belize, which gained full independence from Britain in 1981. 

''What is at stake in this case is no less than the public's right to a fair hearing, and we are confident that we will be vindicated,'' Matola said. ''The children of Belize deserve to live in a world where there are scarlet macaws in the wild.'

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Annan heads to Athens for European Conference, high-level talks on Iraq

*
UN human rights chief says United Nations role in Iraq in Coalition’s interests

*
Annan’s special adviser heads to Washington for talks on post-conflict Iraq

*
UN relief agencies report some progress in their aid efforts in Iraq


*
Despite insecure conditions, UN to dispatch international relief staff to Iraq


*
UNESCO calls on US, UK to protect Iraq’s cultural heritage

Others


*
Security Council backs Annan’s ‘carefully balanced’ plan on Cyprus   

*
Annan urges developed nations to dramatically reduce agricultural subsidies


*
ECOSOC meets with world financial institutions on development projects


*
UN commission for Western Asia opens annual session in Beirut


*
UN Security Council discusses improving implementation of Somali arms ban


*
Security Council backs action by UN Mission chief to overrule Kosovo Assembly 

*
UN-backed commission adopts interim peace measures in DR of Congo

*
Afghanistan: UN joins campaign to immunize 6 million children against polio


*
UN Mission brokers cease-fire between rival factions in Northern Afghanistan 

*
World Bank and IMF re-commit to UN development goals and poverty reduction


*
1.3 million people world-wide endorse UN conventions on drugs


*
Africa must harness technology to ensure sustainable development - UN official

* * * *

Annan: European Conference


14 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan leaves today for Athens where he has been invited to attend the European Conference, and is scheduled to hold high-level talks on a number of issues including developments in Iraq.

The Secretary-General will arrive in Athens tomorrow and will begin the series of meetings on Wednesday afternoon. He is expected to see British Prime Minister Tony Blair, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and the foreign ministers of France, Germany, Russia, Spain and the United Kingdom.

On Thursday, in addition to attending the opening meeting of the European Conference, Mr. Annan is expected to meet with French President Jacques Chirac in the morning. Later, Mr. Annan will meet with Prime Minister Costas Simitis, of Greece – who extended the invitation on behalf of his country which currently holds the rotating presidency of the European Union – and Greek Foreign Minister George Papandreou.

* * *

Iraq: human rights

14 April – The top United Nations human rights official said today it was in the interests of Coalition forces to carry out the post-war reconstruction of Iraq under a UN mandate and that in the meantime they had a duty to protect hospitals and humanitarian facilities there. 

“If they go through the Security Council, they can then receive support not only from its members and the broader donor community, but also from international institutions such as the World Bank, and the IMF, that helped us in similar situations in the past,” UN Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello said in an interview on the Hard Talk programme of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC).

“So, I see every interest for the Coalition to seek the legitimacy of the Security Council for the post-war effort,” he said. 

Questioned about American statements that the United States would appoint the interim government and that the UN would not have a say on it, Mr. Vieira de Mello replied: “This is, I think, still being debated by several members of the Security Council.  I don’t think we have reached that stage. And if I can express my opinion, to provide that interim Iraqi government with legitimacy, it had better go through the Security Council.” 

Asked whether the parties to the conflict had met their humanitarian obligations in light of the civilian casualties and scenes of lawlessness, he said: “I think they have certainly tried and tried hard.  But I need hardly tell you that when war reaches densely populated areas such as Baghdad, it is very difficult to avoid civilian casualties.” 

He said the current chaos was “probably unavoidable after you’ve kept the lid on those people for so many years that in this environment of relative lawlessness that these events should take place.  I mean, I think the top priority is to protect hospitals and humanitarian facilities.”

He agreed that such protection was the duty of an occupying power and, asked if the Coalition was carrying out this duty, he said: “Well, I think they are attempting, but I’m not sure they have enough troops.”

Pressed on whether the occupying powers had failed in their humanitarian duty and under the Geneva conventions, Mr. Vieira de Mello answered: “I think there is a temporary vacuum of law and order, particularly in Baghdad, and we are appealing to the occupying powers to assume fully those responsibilities.” He said he had been assured by the United States and the United Kingdom that their policy was to protect civilians in every possible circumstance.

* * *

Iraq: special advisor

14 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s top adviser on developing a framework for United Nations involvement in post-conflict Iraq, is meeting with top United States government officials in Washington, D.C., today.

 The US State Department invited Rafeeuddin Ahmed, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser to Washington for a series of briefings on Iraq, involving State Department, Defense Department and National Security Council personnel, according to a Spokesman at UN Headquarters in New York.

“Mr. Ahmed hopes to get a clearer picture of the coalition’s thinking on post-conflict Iraq, as part of his on-going work for the Secretary-General,” Hua Jiang said.

Formally appointed Special Adviser last week, Mr. Ahmed has been assisting the UN system informally since February in thinking about possible involvement in a post-war Iraq. He will now act as the focal point in the Organization for discussions on the various scenarios for such a role. He will also advise the Secretary-General on any role that the Security Council might eventually mandate the UN system to carry out once the current military campaign has come to an end. 

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

14 April – United Nations relief agencies reported some positive developments in Iraq today, mainly in the north, although lawlessness still continued and hospitals throughout the country remained either totally disrupted or limping on in a precarious state.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) told the daily humanitarian briefing in Amman, Jordan, that all schools in the three northern governorates of Dohuk, Erbil and Suleimaniyah had reopened and classes had resumed in what it called “a very important first step in creating a sense of normalcy in these chaotic times.”

Encouraged by the rapid developments in the whole country, the majority of the 300,000 internal refugees had returned home and only about 3,000 remained in the north, where they had been sheltering in schools and camps, UNICEF spokesman Geoffrey Keele said.

But he warned that the relative stability of the north contrasted with the lawlessness in other parts of the country. In the 15 governorates of the south and centre schools remained closed, further delaying a stable environment for children. Nevertheless, in Umm Qasr, UNICEF and volunteers had begun screening children for malnutrition. Mr. Keele said UNICEF had been able to locate many of the former volunteers who staffed childcare centres before the outbreak of hostilities and new volunteers were also being trained in what he called “an extremely important development.”

The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq (UNHCI) reported that the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had resumed its activities in Baghdad and was extremely concerned that the health care system there had basically collapsed. Interruptions to the water and electricity supply remained a serious threat to public health, spokesman David Wimhurst said.

But in the south UN humanitarian missions with sorely needed water and other supplies had now begun from Kuwait to Safwan, Umm Kayaal and Al Zubair, he added. In Basrah, overall security was improving and power and water supplies were partly operational, although intensive looting had seriously affected water provision to the hospitals. 

Mr. Wimhurst said the UN flight carrying international staff back to the three northern governorates had been delayed while they were awaiting clearance from the military authorities.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said a WHO team had conducted its first comprehensive survey of the situation in hospitals in the northern city of Kirkuk and found that the water and electricity infrastructure had been severely disrupted and health facilities seriously damaged and disrupted by looting.

Between 50 and 75 per cent of the health staff were not coming to work, and the work of those who were able to turn up at any of the hospitals was made extremely difficult as the main health storage facilities had been completely emptied by looters, spokeswoman Melanie Zipperer said.

All medicines and medical supplies had been stolen and even the windows, doors and cooling system had been stolen or destroyed. All health centres in the town had also been looted, as well as the local office of the Department of Health, she added.

Although this was only a snapshot from one town, WHO believed the situation was repeated across much of Iraq, she said. Health facilities had been looted, vital supplies stolen, and both staff and patients were either afraid or unable to travel to the hospitals. Combined with the damage done to water and electricity systems, this made the task of rehabilitation and reconstruction of the Iraqi health system harder than ever.

The World Food Programme (WFP) reported that its office in Baghdad had been looted and very little property remained. Spokesman Khaled Mansour said WPF staff were on standby in Cyprus to re-enter northern Iraq and the agency was hoping to open a new supply convoy route through Jordan this week. 

* * *

Iraq: UNESCO

14 April – Following the looting of the National Archaeological Museum of Baghdad, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization `(UNESCO) has called on American and British authorities to take immediate measures to protect Iraq’s archaeological sites and cultural institutions.

The agency has also asked regional and international police organizations to join forces with it to prevent trafficking in the stolen antiquities.

In a letter of 11 April 2003 addressed to the American authorities, UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura emphasized the urgent need to preserve collections and a heritage considered to be one of the richest in the world. He in particular insisted on the necessity of assuring military protection for the Archaeological Museum of Baghdad and the Mosul Museum. He made a similar request to the British authorities concerning the Basra region in the south.

To prevent the illicit export of Iraqi cultural goods, Mr. Matsuura contacted the authorities of countries bordering Iraq and international police and customs officials to ensure respect of the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.

He asked INTERPOL, the World Customs Organization, the International Confederation of Art and Antiquities Dealer Associations (CINOA), the International Council of Museums (ICOM), the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), and the principal actors of the art market to join forces with UNESCO in a “comprehensive mobilization so that stolen objects should not find their way to acquirers”.   

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian 

12 April – Despite the dangers in Iraq posed by widespread looting and instability, the United Nations plans to send international aid workers into the country early next week, a senior UN official reported today. 

“We hope Monday to be returning to the three northern governorates, Dahuk, Erbil and Sulmanieya,” Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq, told reporters in Amman. Some 13 international staff are scheduled to go to each of those areas, he said. 

The UN plans to broaden its outreach in the southern part of the country, while providing help to eastern Iraq, where there are approximately 30,000 displaced persons, he added. 

“We will be expanding the UN presence as the situation of law and order on the ground allows us to return without incurring undue risks for our colleagues who have to undertake the humanitarian response,” said Mr. Lopes da Silva, stressing the urgent need to provide food and basic services to the beleaguered Iraqi people. 

Voicing concern over delays in the relief effort caused by insecurity, he urged coalition forces to exercise control. “Our return to Iraq is very much constrained by the situation of lack of law and order on the ground,” he said. 

“In terms of risk, the fact that there is a lack of law and order makes it extremely more dangerous than a situation of active conflict between two organized armed forces,” he observed, pointing out that aid agencies could at least establish some level of contact with well-defined parties. 

At the same time, he noted reports that coalition forces had undertaken to restore “some level” of normalcy. “I hope we will be able to see on the ground the swift results of this commitment to allow [us], as the humanitarian agencies, to carry out our responsibilities.” 

Responding to press questions, Mr. Lopes da Silva said the UN is “extremely concerned” by the prevailing anarchy and chaos in Iraq’s main urban centres. In the short-term, he noted, this hampers international efforts to deliver relief supplies. “In a more medium-term perspective we are concerned that this is passing the wrong message to the Iraqis in the days immediately after the collapse of the Ba’athist regime and the wrong signal in terms of what the future is in Iraq, what freedom and democracy entails.” 

Asked about reports that UN premises were being looted, he said these were not a priority problem. “Our immediate concern is not the UN offices being looted, our main concern is the fact that hospitals, private houses and schools are being looted.” 

The Humanitarian Coordinator is currently touring the region to discuss issues related to the relief effort for Iraq. He termed his recent talks with officials in Iran as “fruitful.” In the coming days, he is scheduled to visit Syria, Turkey and Kuwait.

* * *

Cyprus


14 April – Calling it a “unique basis” for further talks, the United Nations Security Council today gave its full support to Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s plan for an overall political settlement on Cyprus and urged all concerned to use the blueprint in their negotiations on reaching a comprehensive solution within the framework of Mr. Annan’s “Good Offices.”  


In a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council commended the Secretary-General for taking the initiative to present to the parties a comprehensive settlement plan aimed at bridging the gaps between them, and backed the “carefully balanced plan” of 26 February 2003.  

The Council also voiced regret that due to the “negative approach” of the Turkish Cypriot leader it was not possible to reach agreement to put the plan to simultaneous referenda, thus precluding the opportunity for the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots to decide for themselves on a plan that would have permitted the reunification of Cyprus. As result it would not be possible to achieve a comprehensive settlement before 16 April, the date Cyprus’s accession treaty to the European Union is to be signed.

Last month, the Secretary-General met with the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, in The Hague in a failed bid to gain their approval of his proposals. 

In a report released to the Council last week, the Secretary-General said that Mr. Denktash "bears prime responsibility" for the failure of this latest UN effort to resolve the decades-long problem. "Except for a very few instances, Mr. Denktash by and large declined to engage in negotiation on the basis of give and take," Mr. Annan wrote. "This greatly complicated my efforts to accommodate not only the legitimate concerns of principle but also the concrete and practical interests of the Turkish Cypriots." 

In the report, the Secretary-General says his plan to enable a united Cyprus to join the EU remains on the table, but notes that he will not undertake any new initiatives to reach a deal until he sees that the political will necessary for a successful outcome exists.

Commending the “extraordinary effort” of the Secretary-General, his Special Advisor, Alvaro de Soto and his team, since 1999, the Council today asked Mr. Annan to continue to make available his Good Offices for Cyprus. 

* * *

ECOSOC: Annan

14 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appealed to the world’s developed nations to slash their agricultural subsidies, calling it a litmus test for a coherent policy towards developing countries.

“For many years now, developing countries have been encouraged to eliminate subsidies as a basic step in getting their fiscal houses in order, which in turn would help create the necessary conditions for growth,” Mr. Annan said in a message to a special high-level meeting in New York of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) with international finance and economy ministers and world trade officials.

“Yet the developed countries persist with agricultural subsidies and tariffs of their own against the exports of developing countries, offsetting or even undoing the benefits of other forms of cooperation with those same countries,” he said in the statement delivered on his behalf by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Frechette.

“I urge developed countries to dramatically reduce agricultural subsidies, without delay,” Mr. Annan said. “This would help the world economy. It would remove domestic and international trade distortions. And it would provide a much-needed boost to the Doha (2001 World Trade Organization) negotiations, signalling to developing countries that they can still hope for the development round they were promised.”

The Secretary-General noted the present difficult international environment, including serious concerns about the economic impact of the conflict in Iraq, particularly on developing countries, the continuing weak recovery from the slowdown of 2001, and the significant rise in unemployment around the world.

“Households and entrepreneurs almost everywhere are concerned about their future and hesitant to make long-term decisions,” he said. “We must all do our part to rebuild global confidence.” 


Today’s ECOSOC session with finance ministers returning from the World Bank/International Monetary Fund annual spring meeting in Washington and World Trade Organization representatives is part of the key follow-up role assigned the agency by the Monterrey Consensus, which established a working agreement on development principles between developing and developed countries.

The Consensus was adopted last year by the International Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey, Mexico, which recognized that development advances are a precondition for world stability and security.


Mr. Annan noted that a major gap in global governance identified by the Monterrey Consensus was that there was no convenient way for the key specialized multilateral institutions in the fields of monetary, financial, trade and development issues to come together and explore ways to work with each other and reinforce each other’s actions.

“The United Nations is the natural home for that discussion, and this meeting is an attempt to provide precisely such an opportunity,” he declared.

* * *

ECOSOC: high-level meeting

14 April - The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) held a special high-level meeting today with representatives of international financial and trade institutions for the first follow-up review of the agreements reached at last year’s global conference on financing development projects.

Attended by the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the World Trade Organization and the ministers who took part in the spring meeting in Washington, the session aimed to maintain the political momentum for implementing the Monterrey Consensus, adopted by the International Conference on Financing for Development held in Monterrey, Mexico. It was part of the key follow-up role assigned to ECOSOC by the Consensus, which established a working agreement on development principles between developing and developed countries and recognized that development advances are a precondition for world stability and security.

ECOSOC President Gert Rosenthal, of Guatemala, said he hoped the meeting would clarify the ways in which everyone could mutually reinforce each other in implementing the Monterrey Consensus and attaining the UN-endorsed Millennium Development Goals, which among other things set specific targets for reducing poverty.

UN General Assembly President Jan Kavan, of the Czech Republic, said the meeting “constitutes a vital step in our efforts to stay engaged in the Monterrey follow-up process.”

For her part Mary Whelan, Chair of the WTO Trade Policy Review Committee, noted that trade-capacity building was another issue that should drive forward coherence between multilateral organizations, bilateral donors and developing-country partners.

Eduardo Aninat, IMF Deputy Managing Director, called for urgent progress in a number of areas, including agriculture, where better market access and lower trade distorting subsidies were particularly important for developing countries.

Zhengman Zhang, Managing Director of the World Bank, said the Bank and IMF agreed that only by allowing countries to shape their own strategies would coherence be achieved in development policy.

  Referring to ongoing trade negotiations, Francisco Thompson-Flores, WTO Deputy Director General, said countries had been presented with tremendous opportunity, including the welfare gains from the elimination of trade barriers, which could amount to $250 billion annually, with as much as half accruing for developing countries.

* * *

ESCWA

14 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today told an annual gathering of West Asian economic and development leaders that exploring the root causes of conflict is the only sure way to build the foundations of enduring peace. 

“This 22nd session of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia [ESCWA], takes place against a backdrop of turmoil and uncertainty, said the Secretary-General in a message delivered on his behalf today in Beirut by Mervat Tallawy, the group’s Executive Secretary. 

“Indeed over the years, the consequences of war and civil strife have diverted the resources and energies of many ESCWA members away from their development objectives, and those of ESCWA itself away from its intended role,” he warned, adding that instead of helping the region to reap the fruits of peace and the dividends of development, ESCWA has often had to contend with addressing the aftermath of war. 

Noting the timeliness of ESCWA’s decision to examine the effects of instability on socio-economic development in the region, Mr. Annan urged the group to go beyond assessing the devastating toll that conflict and instability take on a country’s human, physical and financial resources, and beyond addressing post-conflict reconstruction and rehabilitation.

“I hope you will discuss ways to explore the root causes of conflict, which is the only way to build the foundations of enduring peace,” he said, “For the roots of conflict often lie in questions of governance, inequitable socio-economic development and uneven distribution of resources. It is here that the role of the United Nations, including that of ESCWA, can be especially valuable.”

In her own statement, Ms. Tallawy said that ESCWA had begun its four-day session on the region’s economic progress, at a time when “a dark cloud is covering the whole world, and the Arab region in particular.”

Ms. Tallawy said that the previous 1990-91 Gulf War in Iraq had been directly responsible for losses amounting to some $600 billion, while it is expected that, as a result of the current war against Iraq, those losses could increase to a trillion dollars. She added that between four and five million job opportunities had been lost following the previous Gulf War, a figure expected to rise to six to seven million jobs lost as a result of the current war.

* * *

Somalia


14 April – Concerned at the continued violations of the arms embargo on Somalia, the United Nations Security Council today exchanged views on how to better implement the ban.

In a statement to the press, Council President Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico said members welcomed the report submitted by a Panel of Experts on the violations of the embargo, which have continued despite peace agreements between the warring factions.

The report issued to the Council at the end of last month by the three-person Panel says most factions have continued to fight and import or receive weapons. In addition, the report also states that the arms market in the country is not supplied by local elements only, but also external sources.

Council Members expressed their deep concern about this continued flow of weapons and military equipment from sources outside Somalia and called on all Member States to support and cooperate with the Panel in the implementation of its mandate, which was last week extended for another six months.


The Panel is, “mandated to collect independent information on violations of the arms embargo in Somalia and to provide recommendations on possible practical steps and measures for its effective implementation,” Ambassador Zinser said.

Members also reaffirmed the importance of the sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence and unity of Somalia, the Council President said. They expressed their intention to continue the discussion on the arms embargo implementation.


* * *

Kosovo 


14 April – The United Nations Security Council today strongly supported the decision by the top UN official in Kosovo to declare without legal effect the enactment of legislation on higher education by the Kosovo Assembly on 3 April.


The Secretary General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Michael Steiner, made the decision because laws can only enter into force once promulgated by the special representative. The Assembly also failed to respect the outcome of the special process to protect minority rights.


Council members “expressed their concern about this action by the Assembly and called on the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government to focus their work on competencies under their purview, in a way fully consistent with 1244 and the Constitutional Framework,” Security Council President Adolfo Aguilar Zinser, of Mexico, said in a press statement.


“Members of the Council strongly reaffirmed the need for strict observance of resolution 1244 and full respect for the authority of the Special Representative,” the statement said.

* * *

DR of Congo


14 April – In a determined bid to end nearly five years of violent conflict, rival  militia and tribal groups in the northeast of Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have agreed to set up interim body to manage that region until a new post-war national government takes over, according to the United Nations mission in the country.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reports that the 177 delegates of the Ituri Pacification Commission adopted on Sunday a series of interim measures to end hostilities and provide a provisional administration in Ituri District, highlighted by the creation of a power-sharing 32-member Provisional Assembly.


The Commission, under the presidency of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Deputy Special Representative for the DRC, Behrooz Sadry, also agreed that an 18-member Commission of Prevention and Verification will examine the causes of the conflict and establish measures to prevent any escalation.  That body would also look at allegations of violations, establish appropriate groups to investigate them and submit its results and recommendations to the assembly.

 
According to MONUC, a consultative committee of armed groups involved in the conflict, comprising nine members, will evaluate the security situation in Ituri and ensure the containment of armed forces, facilitate the demobilisation of child soldiers and ensure that all armed groups respect human rights. That committee will answer to the Commission of Prevention and Verification. The delegates agreed that both bodies will be chaired by MONUC.

The parties also agreed to a provisional 17-member human rights body which will help victims of human rights violations to obtain legal and other support as well as  follow up on any legal cases brought and give reassurances that anyone charged will have a fair trial. The body will also be responsible for informing the public about human rights issues.

The Ituri commission also made a formal appeal for the protection of children. MONUC reported that delegates hoped the appeal would create the right conditions to ensure respect for children's rights and to enable child soldiers to be demobilised and reintegrated into their communities. 

* * *

Afghanistan: children

14 April – As polio continues to be the leading cause of disability in Afghanistan, two United Nations agencies have joined the national government’s nation-wide campaign to immunize more than 6 million children in three days.

The Afghani Ministry of Health, with support from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO), will tomorrow kick off the first round of National Immunization Days (NIDs) for this year. 

“For too many years, the world has seen my country struggle with a difficult history, but I am proud to say that through this campaign, we are on the verge of making history that will benefit future generations,” Afghanistan’s President Hamid Karzai said in a statement marking the start of the campaign. “I hope that all communities across Afghanistan will play their part, not least in ensuring that vaccinators can undertake their work safely and without any form of hindrance.”

UNICEF said teams of vaccinators will go from house to house to ensure that all children five years and under receive two drops of the Oral Polio Vaccine, regardless of prior immunization status or geographical location. The agency has advised families to keep all eligible children at home from the 15 to 17 of April so that volunteers can reach them.

This week’s campaign is particularly critical as April to September is considered the peak season for polio transmission, UNICEF said. Afghanistan is one of the last ten countries in the world where polio remains endemic and is also among the top five priority countries for global eradication. 

UNICEF and WHO will provide technical assistance, vaccines, and vaccine storage equipment as well as support for the transportation of monitors and the payment of incentives for the vaccinators. More than 30,000 vaccinators, supervisors and other volunteers will also be in the field.

* * *

Afghanistan: UNAMA


14 April – The United Nations mission in Afghanistan has helped broker a cease-fire between warring factions in the northern city of Maimana, ending a spate of deadly violence that erupted last Thursday.


A spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA),  estimates that the rival Jamiat and Jumbesh militias have withdrawn 50 per cent of their troops in Maimana, the provincial capital of Faryab to the outskirts of the city. “This follows an agreement with a 24-hour implementation deadline that was brokered by UNAMA and signed by the two factions on Friday afternoon,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva, said yesterday from Kabul.

UNAMA is now monitoring the withdrawal of troop and will also be involved in registering all collected weapons. After last week’s fighting --  which left 13 dead and 17 injured -- two senior members of the Mazar Security Commission, General Fawzi (Jumbesh) and General Saboor (Jamiat), negotiated a ceasefire enabling UNAMA officials to enter Maimana and begin helping to broker the agreement.

Mr. Almeida e Silva said that based on Friday’s agreement, no armed men are to allowed in the town, with the exception of the two highest ranking local Jumbesh and Jamiat commanders, their deputies and their bodyguards (two each).  He added that Maimana’s police are responsible for security in the city while the governor is tasked with overseeing their activities.  In addition, all heavy artillery is being removed from the city. 

While monitoring the overall situation, UNAMA found unexploded ordnance (UXOs) and live munitions in both the streets of Maimana and in homes, which pose a threat to civilians, particularly children who are on their way back to school as city life gradually returns to normal. Responding to that threat, Mr. Almeida e Silva said the UN Mine Action Centre (UNMACA) was set to arrive in Maimana yesterday to begin operations to restore safe conditions for the civilian population.

* * *

World Bank/IMF

14 April – In view of the current geopolitical complexities and the challenge they pose to global development, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have reaffirmed their commitment to the United Nations Millennium Development Goals and global efforts to reduce poverty.

“Slower economic growth, the war in Iraq, and failure to make more substantive progress on the Doha Development Agenda add to the challenge of implementing the global development agenda,” said a closing communiqué of the Development Committee at the World Bank and IMF meetings held over the weekend in Washington.

“We therefore strongly reaffirm our commitment to the global effort needed to reduce poverty in developing and transition countries and to achieve the MDGs [UN Millennium Development Goals],” the statement said of the set of time-bound and measurable targets endorsed in September 2000 by UN Member States to fight poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women.

“Agreements and commitments alone will not achieve the Millennium Development Goals,” World Bank Chief Economist Nicholas Stern said. “More actions are needed. And more resources. The cost of achieving the goals is likely to run to at least an additional $50 billion a year from rich countries over and above the resources from developing countries themselves.”

According to a new World Bank report entitled “World Development Indicators,” global poverty can still be cut in half by 2015 if rich countries lower trade barriers and boost foreign aid, and poor countries invest more in the health and education of their citizens.

* * *

Drugs


14 April – Teenage representatives today presented to the United Nations lead drug abuse prevention agency 1.3 million endorsement signatures from over 60 countries in support of the international body’s conventions on drugs.


“We are convinced that you all feel and acknowledge the enormous world-wide support you have received, and will continue to receive, in your important work to fight drugs and addiction -- be it in the United Nations or in your national parliaments,” one of the campaign organizers from Sweden, MaLou Lindholm, told delegates gathered at the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs (UNODC) in Vienna. 

The “No to drugs – yes to the UN Conventions on drugs,” campaign collected signatures from youth, as well as 294 parliamentarians and 185 organizations around the globe. Young people from five countries presented the signatures to UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa.


“This is a magnificent example of the power of partnership with civil society in drug abuse prevention,” Mr. Costa said reiterating the crucial role non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in drug abuse prevention as he accepted the signatures. He also echoed the call by the young people to delegates to fulfil their responsibility to safeguard the Conventions and to protect the youth of the world.

* * *

UNECA

14 April - To effectively deal with the many tough and frustrating developmental challenges that confront Africa, a United Nations official has said the continent must take urgent steps to harness the power of modern technologies. 

“The sustainable development of Africa is in our collective hands... Africa cannot afford to miss the opportunities that science and technology are now offering it,” the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa, Mr. Amoako, said at the International Livestock Research Institute, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. “It’s all there in front of us. The time for speeches is past.”

Speaking at the 5th Annual Peter Doherty Distinguished Lecture entitled, “Harnessing Technologies for Sustainable Development in Africa,” Mr. Amoako highlighted the crucial role of science and technology in the continent’s fight against poverty. He particularly stressed biotechnology for health and agriculture, as well as Information and Communication Technology (ICT), which he said were relevant to solving Africa’s most critical problems.

Mr. Amoako called on African governments to swiftly take advantage of the available opportunities to boost agriculture and ensure that the region does not miss the biotechnology revolution in the same way it missed the benefits of the earlier green revolutions. 

* *** *

_______________________________________________________________________________________

  DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

     Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Raffi Ahmed

           On Friday we advised you that the US State Department had invited the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser,  Rafeeuddin Ahmed, to Washington for a series of briefings on Iraq, involving State Department, Defense Department  and National Security Council personnel.  These meetings are going on today at the State Department.  Mr. Ahmed  hopes to get a clearer picture of the coalition’s thinking on post-conflict Iraq, as part of his ongoing work for the Secretary-General.

           **Secretary-General in Athens

           Later tonight, the Secretary-General is leaving New York for Athens, where he has been invited to attend the European Conference on 17 April.  He will arrive in Athens tomorrow, and then, on Wednesday, he is scheduled to hold several meetings in which he will discuss developments in Iraq.  Among his meetings on Wednesday afternoon, he will see British Prime Minister Tony Blair, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and the foreign ministers of  France, Germany, Russia, Spain and the United Kingdom.

           Then on Thursday, in addition to attending the European Conference meeting, he is expected to meet with

     French President Jacques Chirac in the morning and with Greek Prime Minister Costas Simitis and Foreign Minister  George Papandreou in the evening.

           **Humanitarian

           At the regular humanitarian briefing in Amman earlier today, a spokesman for the Office of the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said a UN flight carrying international UN staff back to the three northern governorates has been delayed and that clearance from the military authorities to use an air corridor was still pending.

           Meanwhile, another UN humanitarian team has received clearance from the Iranian authorities and crossed

     today from Mehran in Iran to Badrah in Iraq, which is 16 kilometres inside Iraq from the Iranian border. They will assess the needs of up to 30,000 internally displaced people in and around Badrah.  Their report has not yet been received.

           A spokesman for the UN Children’s Fund added that all schools in the three northern governorates of Dohuk,  Erbil and Suleimaniyah have reopened, and classes have resumed.  UNICEF is resuming its school health programme in these schools.

           Also in the north, UNICEF estimates that roughly 3,000 internally displaced persons remain in the north, down from 300,000 at the height of the

     conflict.  The World Food Programme has also been able to dramatically increase its food shipments into the north  using land routes from Turkey.

           In Um Qasr, in the south, UNICEF and volunteers have begun screening children for malnutrition at Community Child Care Units.  UNICEF has been able to locate many of the old volunteers who staffed these centres prior to the  outbreak of hostilities.  New volunteers are also being trained.

           In Basra, the WFP says its national staff have completed assessment of the infrastructure of the public

     distribution system in the city.  The nine mills used by the system are in good condition.  Three warehouses are also  in good condition except for the doors, that were broken.  Assessments of the public distribution system will also be  made in neighbouring provinces.  You can get more from the Amman briefing notes available upstairs.

           **UNESCO

           Following the acts of looting committed in the National Archaeological Museum of Baghdad, UNESCO

     Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura has contacted the American and British authorities and asked them to take  immediate measures for the protection and surveillance of Iraqi archaeological sites and cultural institutions.

           In order to prevent the illicit export of Iraqi cultural goods, Matsuura also undertook contacts with the

     authorities of the countries bordering Iraq and international police and customs officials to ensure respect for the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.

           **Iraq –- Human Rights

           High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello today said, in an interview with BBC’s Hard Talk, that there is a temporary vacuum of law and order in Iraq, particularly in Baghdad, and he appealed to the occupying powers to assume fully their humanitarian responsibilities.

           He was asked about possibilities of trials for Iraqi war crimes suspects, and he made a distinction between

     trials of prisoners of war, which could be handled by the United States and United Kingdom provided that they abide by the Third Geneva Convention, and trials concerning crimes against humanity, genocide or other such charges.

           Speaking of the accused in the latter category of trials, Vieira de Mello said, “Obviously they cannot be tried  by a foreign court.  It would have to be either a national or a combination of national and international judges and prosecutors.”  We have the transcript of that interview upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations on Somalia, with a briefing by Ambassador Stefan Tafrov of

     Bulgaria, who chairs the Council's sanctions committee on Somalia.  He introduced the report by the Panel of Experts dated 25 March on arms embargo violations in Somalia, in which it reported a clear pattern of violations with weapons being given by neighboring States and purchased by Somali factions on the international arms market.  A press statement is  expected to be read out on Somalia by Security Council President Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico.

           The status of a draft resolution on Cyprus is expected to come up during consultations, according to the

     Council presidency.

           **ESCWA

           Today in Beirut, the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia began a four-day session to deal with  the region’s economic progress, at a time when the Commission’s Executive Secretary, Mervat Tallawy, said, “a dark  cloud is covering the whole world, and the Arab region in particular”.

           Tallawy said that the previous 1990-91 Gulf War in Iraq had been directly responsible for losses amounting to some $600 billion, while it is expected that, as a result of the current war against Iraq, those losses could increase to a trillion dollars.  She added that between 4 and 5 million job opportunities had been lost following the previous Gulf War, a figure expected to rise to 6 to 7 million jobs lost as a result of the current war.

           She added, “In the past ten years, average per capita income in the Arab region has been the lowest in the

     world, largely because of the fall in the price of oil.”

           She also delivered a message on behalf of the Secretary-General, who warned that over the years, war and

     civil strife have helped to divert the resources and energies of many ESCWA members from their development objectives.  We have copies of both statements upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said that rival factions in northern Afghanistan, Jamiat and Jumbesh, have withdrawn 50 per cent of their troops in Maimana, the provincial capital of Faryab to the outskirts of the city.  This  follows an agreement with a 24-hour implementation deadline that was brokered by UNAMA and signed by the two factions.  The two factions began fighting last week.

           UNAMA is monitoring the withdrawal of troops from the city and will also be involved in registering all collected  weapons later.  As city life gradually returns to normal since the ceasefire on Wednesday, civilians are back on the  streets and, in particular, children are on their way back to school.

           Also in Afghanistan, a three-day immunization campaign against polio, the leading cause of disability in

     country, is poised to start across the country tomorrow.  This nationwide operation is led by the Afghan Ministry of  Health, with the support of the United Nations Children's Fund and the World Health Organization.  In this first round of  the campaign for 2003, the goal is to reach more than 6 million children, from newborns to five-year-olds.

           **Economic and Social Council meeting

           This morning, the Economic and Social Council met with leaders of the World Bank, International Monetary  Fund (IMF) and World Trade Organization (WTO) to take stock of how the consensus developed at last year’s Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development is being implemented.

           Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette addressed the meeting on the Secretary-General’s behalf, noting that the recent annual discussions between ECOSOC and the Bretton Woods institutions had contributed to a large  degree of convergence in their thinking.  Now, amid serious concerns about the economic impact of the conflict in Iraq and the weak recovery of the world economy from the slowdown of 2001, she added, “We must all do our part to rebuild global confidence.”

           We have copies of her speech upstairs.  Also, once the morning session breaks up, some of the key

     speakers in this morning’s discussion will come to the Security Council stakeout to speak to you.

           **World Bank/IMF

           The World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) held their spring meetings in Washington over the  weekend, and the Development Committee at those talks reaffirmed after the meeting’s conclusion its commitment to reduce poverty and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

           In a closing communiqué, the Development Committee said that “slower economic growth, the war in Iraq, and failure to make more substantive progress on the Doha Development Agenda add to the challenge of implementing the global development agenda”.

           According to a new World Bank report, global poverty can still be cut in half by the year 2015, as called for in the Millennium Goals, if rich countries lower trade barriers and boost foreign aid and poor countries invest more in the health and education of their citizens.  We have a press release with more details from the World Bank.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Ituri Pacification Commission, under the presidency of the

     Deputy Special Representative for the Secretary General for the DRC, Behrooz Sadry, yesterday adopted an interim mechanism project for the pacification and the provisional administration of the Ituri region.  While awaiting the installation of the transitional government for the political and administrative management of Ituri, a special interim Assembly of 32 members was created.  You can get more information on that in a press release available upstairs.

           **Africa

           Africa must take urgent steps to harness the power of modern technologies if it is to effectively deal with the  many tough and frustrating developmental challenges that it faces.  This is the key message of a recent lecture delivered by K.Y. Amoako, the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa.  There’s a press release on this subject available upstairs.

           **DDA Discussion

           The Department for Disarmament Affairs will organize a panel discussion tomorrow.  The subject of the

     discussion is "Making Disarmament more effective:  men and women working together".  The event will be held from 1   to 2:30 p.m., in Conference Room 6.  Media, missions to the UN, non-governmental organizations and United Nations  staff are invited to attend.  We have more details about the event in a press release available upstairs.

           **Signings

           This morning Panama became the twenty-sixth country to sign the Agreement on the Privileges and

     Immunities of the International Criminal Court.

           **Noon Guest tomorrow

           Dr. David Heymann, Executive Director of the World Health Organization’s Communicable Diseases Cluster  will be joining us at noon tomorrow to brief you on SARS.  That’s tomorrow at the noon briefing.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes, Bill?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What would the Secretary-General believe to be the significance of the Security Council passing a

     resolution on Cyprus this morning in terms of helping restart his process?  What does this do for him?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I think the

     Secretary-General’s stand on this issue has been spelled out very clearly in his report to the Security Council.  He felt that it was a great opportunity missed that both sides failed to reach agreement.  And he also said that unless he sees very clear signs from both sides, real commitment to changing the situation, he’s not going to initiate any moves.  However, his good offices will be available if both sides show any clear signs that they want to move forward.

           Question:  And the Council’s part in this though?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The Council’s?

           Question:  Well, the Council’s passing a resolution backing him...

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, again I think if the Council passed a resolution it would endorse the Secretary-General’s report in which, as I have said, his stand is clearly spelled out.  Michael?

           Question:  Can you give us a little bit more in Raffi Ahmed’s meetings in Washington today?  Is he simply just trying to get a sense of what the coalition’s thinking is, or is he also offering some sort of suggestions as to what the UN role might be, and who are his highest level meetings with today?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  I don’t have any more details apart from what I have already said.  However, the Secretary-General, when appointing Ahmed as his Special Adviser, he did say that he’d be the focal point for all the Member States if they want to have discussions with the UN on the issue of Iraq.  As far as the Secretary-General is concerned, any other functions or roles that the UN might play in a post-war Iraq would have to be mandated by the Security Council.  So, without a clear signal from the Security Council, the UN itself is not going to generate or initiate any moves.  We’re waiting for the Security Council’s

     mandate.

           Question:  Just one more question.  Sorry, it’s a different subject and I hope I am not getting too ahead of

     ourselves.  But, can you sort of walk us through the process, if, in fact, coalition forces were to find weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, is it the Secretary-General’s feeling that because there exists a resolution already, or because the inspectors have a mandate, they would just immediately go back into the country should the United Nations deem it so, or would they have to work with coalition forces by way of permission to get back into the country?  And does this  have to go to the Security Council at all, on another level?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, resolution 687 and 1284 spell out very clearly that any disarmament in Iraq has to go through the Security Council, has to be verified and monitored by the Security Council via UNMOVIC.  But, unfortunately, because of the war, the UNMOVIC staff have been withdrawn from the country. 

     However, we’re assessing the situation there.  Once the situation allows, then UNMOVIC staff will go back and continue their activities.  Meanwhile, all Security Council resolutions regarding disarmament still stand.  Yes, please?

           Question:  Who initiated Mr. Raffi Ahmed’s meeting with US officials; the US or the UN?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  He was invited by the US administration.  Yes?

           Question:  Do you have the guideline of the UN regarding how to deal with the occupying power?  Does the  meeting of Mr. Ahmed in Washington here go against the guidelines?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  In what way does it go against the guidelines?

           Question:  The guidelines set up a way for UN personnel to deal with an occupying power.  Mr. Ahmed is a UN personnel.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, I haven’t seen any guidelines that forbid UN staff or

     officials from dealing with coalition forces in this case...

           Question:  (inaudible)

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Sorry?

           Question:  (inaudible)

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  As I have said, his role is acting as a focal point for any

     Member States, that includes the coalition forces, you know, the United States, the British government, to discuss issues relating to post-war Iraq with the UN.  That’s the mandate he got from the Secretary-General.  So, I don’t see any problem in sending him over on behalf of the Secretary-General to have discussions of that nature.  Yes?

           Question:  If the inspectors were withdrawn without any instructions from the Security Council on the initiative of the Secretary-General, is it not possible for the Secretary-General to send them back in once he considers the situation secure enough?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Yes, as I have said, when he announced the withdrawal of

     UNMOVIC inspectors, he did say that when the situation permits, they would go back.  However, we’re waiting for the security assessment from Baghdad.

           Question:  I would like to ask, when shall we expect the United Nations to be involved in cleaning up what is happening now in Iraq, especially the sanitation and people lying around the roads and what have you?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  You mean in the whole country or Baghdad?

           Question:  In Baghdad.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  In Baghdad, the security situation still doesn’t allow the UN to  send back its international staff, yet.  I mean, the coalition forces haven’t even given their own civilian staff the clearance to go back.  So, as I have said, once the situation allows us to send back assessment teams to give a green light for international staff to go back, we’ll do so as soon as possible.

           Question:  So, when do you anticipate that to happen?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, it’s very hard to anticipate.  As you can see from the

     television pictures, the city is still very much in a pretty chaotic situation.  So, when will that happen?  I really can’t  tell.

           Question:  For your information now, the smell of the corpses and all that is killing the people, even the people  who are resident.  So, this really should be put to an end, either by the United States or the United Nations, or  whoever is able to do that.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  As has been said many times in this room, according to the

     Geneva Conventions and The Hague Regulations, it’s the occupying powers’ responsibility to look after the civilians in  times like this.

           Question:  Is the Secretary-General confident that there will be consensus on the UN role in Iraq?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Well, he’s confident that the UN will have an important role to play.  As to the nature and extent of that role, it has to be decided by the Security Council.  As I am sure you’re aware that the Security Council, apart from some bilateral and some multilateral meetings, the Security Council hasn’t taken  up the issue in that consultations room yet.  So, we’ll have to wait and see.

           Thank you.  Have a very good afternoon.

                                              * *** *

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" ��BBC - U.S. rejects Iraq DU clean-up�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshes" ��UNWIRE - IRAQ: UNEP Seeks To Restore Marshes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wetlands" ��Scripps Howard News Service - Fragile wetlands in Iraq at risk�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Geothermal" ��PANA - East Africa plans for more geothermal power generation�


� HYPERLINK  \l "EastAfrica" ��Xinhua - More geothermal energy to be used in East Africa�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��UNWIRE - EAST AFRICA: UNEP Unveils Geothermal Energy Plan� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Liberty" ��Washington Post - Tribe Recaptures Its Liberty, if Not Its Land�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biodiversity" ��The Gleaner  - Plan for nat'l biodiversity framework continues�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��The Gleaner - Phasing out of ozone depleting substances still on� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Olivia" ��Newcastle Herald (Australia) -  Olivia Sings Up A Storm
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