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1000s To Attend Global Forum on Protected Areas
Friday, 15 August 2003, 8:43 am
Press Release: Birdlife International 


Thousands to Attend Global Forum to Tackle the Future of Protected Areas 

Protected areas are essential for safeguarding our future say Nelson R. Mandela and Her Majesty Queen Noor, Patrons of the Vth IUCN World Parks Congress, who will open this major forum in the South African city of Durban on 8 September 2003. [1] 

The Congress is a once in a decade opportunity to take stock of the global protected area estate, totaling 12% of the Earth¡¦s surface, and define priorities for future action. The theme of the Vth IUCN World Parks Congress ¡V ¡§Benefits Beyond Boundaries¡¨ ¡V reinforces the meeting¡¦s focus on addressing people¡¦s needs and providing a stream of economic, political, and environmental benefits to societies worldwide. Without an effective network of protected areas all these benefits clean air and water, fertile soils, inspiring landscapes and unique wildlife will be lost. 

The Congress will host 2,500 protected area specialists, including many from BirdLife International¡¦s global alliance of conservation organisations, representatives from governments, local and indigenous communities, and the private sector. [2] The fate of parks will be decided upon as these people will bring with them their hopes and aspirations, but also the deciding power of their backing organizations. 

The Durban Congress is a milestone for catalyzing a renewed commitment to protected areas and spurring global action. The Congress will develop the Durban Accord and Action Plan which will address key challenges to the protected area system and guide its development in the next decade. 

The Congress will present the best ¡V both latest and traditional ¡V knowledge on protected areas and biodiversity conservation, including the 2003 United Nations List of Protected Areas, jointly produced by UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre and the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas. 

A snapshot of how this 12% of the Earth¡¦s surface looks today, as the Congress participants will soon jointly shape the global agenda for protected areas up to 2013. 

The previous IUCN World Parks Congress was held in Caracas, Venezuela, in 1992. Since then, a great deal of progress has been achieved: 

The number and proportion of the Earth¡¦s surface with protected area status more than doubled in the last ten years; 

The overall target of 10% of land and sea covered by protected areas has been surpassed; 

Protected areas are recognised as a key element in the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, ratified by 187 nations; 

Protected areas have been successfully linked across international boundaries and in some cases made a significant contribution to peace; 

The value of traditional and other non-scientific knowledge has been recognised and local communities are becoming increasingly engaged in protected area management. 

However, protected areas have failed to: 

Become a truly representative system that covers terrestrial, freshwater and marine biomes. For example, only 1.5% of all lake systems in the world enjoy protection; 

Halt species loss that continues at an intolerable rate. 11,167 species are known to be globally threatened with extinction according to the 2002 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species; 

Achieve unconditional public and political support. Too many stakeholders see protected areas as a barrier to their activities; and too many protected areas only exist on paper and not in reality; 

Secure sufficient skills base and the financial and other resources. The amount of investment needed to operate an effective, representative global protected areas system needs to be increased sevenfold; 

„Î Defend themselves in times of trouble. The past decade has been a time of increasing conflict and violence. Countries such as Colombia, Sierra Leone, New Caledonia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Burma/Myanmar, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which are custodians for vital elements of the world¡¦s biodiversity, have as a result faced severe challenges in maintaining their conservation programmes. 

Her Majesty, Queen Noor, also Honorary President of Birdlife International, comments It is time to think beyond boundaries, beyond ethnic and religious grounds, and beyond nations in our global quest for a just world which values and conserves nature. 

Security and environment will be a major focus at IUCN's World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa in September 2003. Here at this once in 10 year gathering the international community will have the opportunity to explore how best to address the challenges before us, and particularly the role of protected areas. The setting in Africa will orient us to consider how to address peoples' needs and reduce suffering so that we can gain greater community support for protected areas and a true underpinning of conservation with sustainable development.¡¨ 

Nelson Mandela comments: ¡§I am grateful that South Africa will have the honour of hosting the next World Parks Congress, and I particularly endorse the Congress Theme: "Benefits Beyond Boundaries". Protected areas are to be treasured. We look forward to the World Parks Congress 2003 as a valuable opportunity to make them more relevant to, and more valued by, all our people."

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Le Figaro

Les changements climatiques soulignent la nécessité des accords de Kyoto 

[mercredi 13 août 2003 - 23h29 heure de Paris] 



MEXICO (AFP) - Les changements climatiques, illustrés par la canicule en Europe et la multiplication des ouragans aux Caraïbes, soulignent la nécessité de ratifier le protocole de Kyoto, a estimé mercredi à Mexico le directeur du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), Klaus Töpfer. 

M. Töpfere a souligné qu'après la ratification du protocole de Kyoto sur le réchauffement climatique, la communauté internationale pourra compter sur des instruments efficaces pour réduire l'émission de métane, de dioxyde de carbone et autres gaz polluants à l'origine du phénomène. 

"Le protocole de Kyoto insiste sur le fait que près de 60% des gaz toxiques sont émis par les pays développés et engendrent des changements de climats rendant plus vulnérables les pays pauvres ", a-t-il souligné. 

Le directeur du PNUE a notamment appelé la Russie à imiter l'Union européenne, le Canada, le Japon et d'autres pays en ratifiant le protocole. 

Il a ajouté que la ratification par Moscou était fondammentale pour que le protocole entre en vigueur et permette de réduire rapidement les effets catastrophiques du changement climatique comme les canicules, les innondations enregistrées en Europe en 2002 et le déchaînement d'ouragans dans les Caraïbes et le Pacifique. 

Le protocole de Kyoto, qui impose une réduction dans les pays industrialisés des émissions de CO2 et de cinq autres gaz à effet de serre de 5,2% (8% pour l'UE) en moyenne pour la période 2008-2012 par rapport à 1990, 

a été rejeté par les Etats-Unis et ne peut entrer en vigueur sans le feu vert de Moscou. 

Selon le PNUE, près de 700.000 persones sont mortes au cours des dix dernières années lors de catastrophes naturelles causées par les changements de climat. 

La Croix-Rouge internationale est intervenue sur près de 392 désastres climatiques en 2000, contre 200 interventions annuelles avant 1996. 

M. Töpfer a également mis en garde mercredi contre le phénomène de pollution par le mercure enregistré en Antarctique et dans certains pays latino-américains avec le déversement de plus de 27 tonnes de mercure l'année dernière. 

Il a par ailleurs souhaité que les 146 pays qui assisteront au sommet de l'Organisation mondiale du commerce (OMC) à Cancun, au Mexique, le mois prochain, relancent le débat sur la relation entre libéralisation commerciale et environnement. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Philippine Daily Inquirer 

August 15, 2003 

'FLAGSHIP TREES' FACE EXTINCTION 

      BYLINE: Doris Gaskell Nuyda 

     WHEN the President gave her latest State of the Nation Address (the day after the attempted coup), we

      waited for her report on the state of our environment. 

      But we waited in vain, which should not have surprised us as that's how it's been since her first Sona. So

      we turned to the Internet instead for news and information on how nature, in general, is faring. And the

      news that caught our attention makes the MMDA traffic schemes on Katipunan Avenue, Q.C., pale in

      comparison, even as it should give that metro agency a lesson or two. There is, we learn, a Global Tree

      Campaign being undertaken by international conservation groups together with the United Nations

      Environmental Program-World Conservation Monitoring Center (UNEP-WCMC). The two groups are

      compiling data on the world's threatened tree species because initial findings tell a horror tale: More than

      8,000 tree species (these are species, not individual trees, mind you), or about 10 percent of the world's

      total, are being threatened with extinction. 

      The findings come from a report submitted by the United Kingdom Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) titled "Toward a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" published this month. 

      National trees 

      The report highlights the plight of trees referred to as the "flagship species" or national trees (often,

      indigenous or endemic species), such as the Araucaria araucana of Chile, also known as the monkey puzzle

      tree; Caesalpina echinata, called Pau Brazil, being the national tree of Brazil; Sweitenia macrophylla, Brazilian

      mahogany; Cinnamomum cebuense, Cebu cinnamon; and Baillonella toxisperma, known as Moabi, used as

      decorative timber and animal feed and for the manufacture of cosmetics. 

      An important element of UNEP-WCMC's information campaign is the development of a mapping program

      leading to a proposed World Atlas of Threatened Trees. 

      The campaign focuses on flagship tree species because these are particularly crucial in the conservation of

      ecosystems and landscapes, and they are hardly ever conserved in the wild. Local people will thus be able

      to carry out rescue and sustainable use operations. 

      Damage to the Chilean monkey puzzle tree was caused by a forest fire over a year ago which destroyed 71

      percent of the species in the Malloco National Reserve, some of which were 2,000 years old. Cristian

      Echeverra of the UNEP-WCMC in Cambridge detected the damage using remote sensing from satellite

      images. 

      Alarming rate 

      Echeverra's research, a pioneering effort, covers the last 25 years and assesses the rate native forests are

      disappearing. The rate, he notes, is alarming. Because the study includes tropical forests, we can be sure

      ours are very much part of the statistics. 

      The research reveals other implications to the world's forests. According to Mark Collins, director of

      UNEP-WCMC, the situation of the monkey puzzle tree shows that fragmentation of wild forest and

      replantation with potentially invasive foreign species are major threats, demonstrating the urgency of

      managing forests sustainably. 

      In 1990, the monkey puzzle tree was declared a protected species in Chile and it was forbidden to cut it.

      But as the tree is highly prized for its timber, the government was pressured to permit logging of the burned forest. 

      Echeverra warns that if logging continues, then human-caused fires may increase. A Defra-funded project is helping Chileans to establish a tree nursery after the fire. But, he says, it will need experimentation to

      develop successful techniques and at least 200 years before the trees mature and produce seeds. 

      Obviously, there are lessons here for the Philippines. Let us pray we learn them-fast.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

U.S. Newswire

August 14, 2003 Thursday 8:30 AM

Study: Snow Leopards in Decline;

      Revenge Killings, Illegal Trade Responsible;    Westerners Stationed in Afghanistan New Market for Furs

     DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Aug. 14

      The first study to assess threats to snow leopards across their entire range finds a dramatic decline of the

      big cats in many countries over the past decade. The species is being threatened by illegal killing and trade

      across central Asia, Russia and the Himalayas, according to a report released today by TRAFFIC, World

      Wildlife Fund and the International Snow Leopard Trust.

      The study found a sharp rise in hunting in the 1990s to supply the black market, and there are estimated to

      be just 4,000 to 7,000 snow leopards left in the world -- making the mountain-dwelling cats as endangered

      as tigers. "Fading Footprints: The Killing and Trade of Snow Leopards" found that the leading threats to the species are trade in furs and other body parts and retaliatory killing by herders protecting their livestock. 

      The report notes that snow leopard products are regularly smuggled to Europe and the Middle East and that  Western aid workers and military personnel stationed in Afghanistan constitute a new market for pelts in      Kabul. Snow leopard bones are also being used as a substitute for tiger bone in traditional Chinese medicine      as countries crack down on the illegal tiger trade.

      The problem of Afghanistan-based Westerners buying snow leopard skins was first documented by a United  Nations Environmental Programme post-conflict assessment released in January. Afghanistan may have

      only 100 to 200 snow leopards left.

      "Snow leopard pelts can sell for as much as $1,000 in Kabul, which is more than double what a herder there makes in a year," said Tom Dillon, director of species conservation at World Wildlife Fund. "That's a powerful incentive to encourage killing Afghanistan's dwindling population of the cats."

      A groundbreaking global initiative to improve snow leopard conservation, the Snow Leopard Survival

      Strategy, was also launched today by the International Snow Leopard Trust. Under the strategy, considered

      a blueprint for the survival of the endangered cat, each of the 12 countries where snow leopards are found

      will be encouraged to adopt its own, region-specific survival plan for the species.

      "More than 70 conservationists from 18 countries helped develop the strategy -- providing us with a clear

      plan to ensure the survival of the snow leopard," said Brad Rutherford, executive director of the

      International Snow Leopard Trust, based in Seattle. "The cooperative spirit among snow leopard researchers and conservationists is what gives me hope we can save these amazing cats."

      "Fading Footprints" shows that the driving forces behind the illegal killing of snow leopards vary from region to region, with the species and its parts being traded in all 12 countries where the cats are found, with the possible exception of Bhutan. Killing and trade is prohibited in most of those countries and all commercial

      international trade is prohibited by international treaty.

      The report found that snow leopards are primarily killed for trade in the central Asian region and the Russian Federation. Across the Himalayan region, the main threat is conflict between snow leopards and herders, who kill the cats to protect their livestock, although the pelts and other body parts then often end up in

      trade. The loss of prey, due to overhunting, is a threat throughout the cat's range and likely contributes to

      snow leopards' attacks on livestock.

      "There is an urgent need for range states to increase their enforcement efforts, such as enhancing

      anti-poaching activities where trade is the most prominent threat," said report author Stephanie Theile of

      TRAFFIC, the world's leading wildlife trade monitoring network. "It is also vital to provide economic incentives  for snow leopard conservation to the herders who live in the animal's range. For example, more schemes should be developed for alternative sources of income and improving herding practices to reduce conflict between the local communities and snow leopards."

      Snow leopards are found in Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal,  Pakistan, the Russian Federation, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. WWF and other conservationists have created  innovative programs to help herders protect their livestock from snow leopards, provide alternative income  to herder communities and reduce the unsustainable hunting of the snow leopards' prey, which often

      prompts the cats to attack livestock.

      "WWF is working in countries across the snow leopards' range to address the rising level of threat to this

      species," Dillon said. "In Mongolia, for example, WWF initiated an anti-poaching team and also supports Snow  Leopard Enterprises, a non-profit handicraft enterprise started by the International Snow Leopard Trust.

      This project offers herders an opportunity to increase their income in return for protecting the snow

      leopard."

      ------

      NOTE TO EDITORS: High resolution, publication-ready photo for free editorial use supporting this story will be available at: http://www.wirepix.com/newsphotos/USN

      For a copy of the report, "Fading Footprints," go to http://www.worldwildlife.org. For a copy of the

      International Snow Leopard Trust's "Snow Leopard Survival Strategy," go to http://www.snowleopard.org.

      TRAFFIC works to ensure that trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.  TRAFFIC is a joint program of WWF and IUCN-The World Conservation Union.

      World Wildlife Fund, known worldwide by its panda logo, takes action to conserve endangered species,

      protect endangered spaces and address global threats, with projects in more than 100 countries.

      The International Snow Leopard Trust is dedicated to the conservation of the endangered snow leopard and

      its mountain ecosystem through a balanced approach that addresses the needs of local people and the

      environment.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Express 

August 14, 2003 

SNOW LEOPARD LEFT OUT IN THE COLD 

      BYLINE: By John Ingham Environment Editor 

      ONE of the world's rarest big cats is being slaughtered to supply trophies for Westerners helping to rebuild

      Afghanistan, a report revealed yesterday. 

      The snow leopard, which numbers only 7,000 in the wild across the Himalayas and neighbouring ranges, is being hunted in increasing numbers. 

      The crisis is so bad that earlier this year British Forces radio broadcast a warning to its troops serving in the  multinational peacekeeping force not to buy the skins of the protected species. The report by WWF, its

      investigation arm Traffic and the International Snow Leopard Trust says the arrival of dollar-rich UN

      peacekeepers and aid workers in Afghanistan was fuelling the trade. 

      It adds: "UN environment programme staff observed snow leopard pelts being offered for sale in Kabul,

      primarily to foreign aid workers and military personnel. 

      "Kabul has allegedly turned into a lucrative market. The skins are reported to originate from Afghanistan and Pakistan. Pakistani traders reported that they fetched considerably higher prices in Kabul than in Pakistan." 

      The report says that the leopards are under serious threat across their entire range of 12 states from Russia

      to Tibet and Nepal. Although they have the highest form of international protection, they are widely hunted

      by farmers for killing their livestock. At the same time their natural prey is also being lost to hunters and the destruction of natural habitat. 

      Snow leopards' bones and sexual organs are also in high demand for use in traditional Chinese medicine. 

      Report author Stephanie Theile, of Traffic Europe, said: "There is an urgent need for range states to address  the gaps in their legislation for snow leopards and increase their enforcement efforts by, for example,

      enhancing anti-poaching activities. 

      "Schemes should be developed for alternative sources of income and improving herding practices to reduce

      conflict between the local communities and snow leopards."

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

15 August 2003

French Officials Report Up to 3,000 Heat-Related Deaths 

By Jamey Keaten

Associated Press

Friday, August 15, 2003; Page A23 

PARIS, Aug. 14 -- A blistering heat wave across Europe has caused as many as 3,000 deaths in

France, the government said today, and overburdened funeral homes and morgues are

struggling to deal with an unusually high number of bodies. 

Critics posed new questions for the government about its handling of the crisis, and  Prime Minister Jean-Pierre  Raffarin rushed back to Paris from his Alpine vacation to deal with what the Health  Ministry termed an epidemic of heat-related deaths. 

Abnormally high temperatures this month have baked France and other parts of Europe, fanning forest fires and devastating livestock. Health Minister Jean-Francois Mattei, speaking to reporters after an emergency meeting with  Raffarin, said the figure "reflects a reasonable estimate" of between 1,500 and 3,000 dead. 

The estimate was lower than an earlier ministry statement that put the number of dead at 3,000

since Aug. 7, which many people had found surprisingly high. Other countries in Europe that

have suffered through the heat wave have reported far fewer deaths. Spain, for example, has

recorded 42. 

It was the government's first official death toll estimate, though hospital officials in Paris said

this week that more than 100 people had died in the capital alone. 

"It's a nationwide catastrophe the likes of which we've never seen," Patrick Pelloux, head of the

association for French emergency hospital physicians, told Europe 1 radio today. He has

repeatedly criticized the government for reacting slowly. 

Mattei said the government had responded when the first cases of heat-related death appeared,

telling France Inter radio: "We didn't just remain inactive." 

Morgues and funeral homes, meanwhile, were overrun with bodies. Some hospitals requisitioned

kitchen refrigerators to hold the dead, while others put up tents to keep corpses before burial,

Pelloux said. A morgue in Longjumeau, a suburb south of Paris, rented an air-conditioned tent to

house corpses. 

General Funeral Services, France's largest undertaker, said it handled 3,230 deaths from Aug.

6-12, compared to 2,300 in an average week. 

Family members of victims lashed out at the government. "It's scandalous. The government has

done nothing," said Martine Flou, whose 70-year-old mother's body had to be brought to a

morgue in Paris from their home 50 miles away because there was no space to be found. 

Germany and Italy have not issued figures on heat-related deaths, saying such numbers were

difficult to determine because heat may be just one factor. 

The French Health Ministry said its estimate was partly drawn from tracking deaths in 23 Paris

regional hospitals from July 25 to Aug. 12, and from information provided by General Funeral

Services. According to 2002 figures, Paris regional hospitals surveyed could have expected

about 39 deaths a day, the ministry said. But on Tuesday, they recorded nearly 180 deaths. 

If the preliminary French figures hold up, the heat-related death toll would be among the highest

in recent years, officials at the World Health Organization in Geneva said. 

"I was surprised that the number was so large," said WHO climate change expert Carlos

Corvalan, adding that the figure "any way you cut it, is too many deaths from a heat wave." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Coral nears the crisis point 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The world's coral reefs, weakened by centuries of human exploitation and abuse, may disappear this century, researchers say. 

             Coral reef ecosystems will not survive for more than a   few decades unless they are promptly and massively protected 

             John Pandolfi and colleagues 

     They believe the recent outbreaks of coral disease and bleaching could prove the final insult. 

     But another group says some corals are proving more resilient to damage than others. 

     Although no reef is safe, they argue, many are likely to change rather than simply disappear

     entirely. 

     The contrasting views are published in the magazine Science, which also includes research

     suggesting forest fires pose a growing threat to coral's wellbeing. 

     The historical review of what humans have done to the reefs comes from a team led by John

     Pandolfi, of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington DC. 

     Age-old problem 

     They compiled records reaching back thousands of years, covering the status and trends of

     seven major groups of reef creatures - carnivores, herbivores and "architectural builders" like

     seagrasses and corals themselves - on 14 reefs. 

     They say the destruction began during the hunter-gatherer era of human history, leaving all

     the Earth's reefs substantially damaged "long before outbreaks of coral disease and

     bleaching". 

     Most were seriously degraded before 1900, through overfishing abetted, in some cases, by

     land-based pollution. 

     The authors conclude: "Regardless of the severity of increasing threats from pollution, disease

     and coral bleaching, our results demonstrate that coral reef ecosystems will not survive for

     more than a few decades unless they are promptly and massively protected from human

     exploitation." 

     Nerilie Abram, of the Australian National University, Canberra, and colleagues report their

     study of the 1997 Indonesian wildfires and their apparent link with coral death offshore. 

     That year stronger than usual south-easterly trade winds caused pronounced upwelling of

     nutrient-rich deeper water along the south-west coast of Sumatra. 

     Abnormal reaction 

     Late in 1997 almost all the coral and fish in the reef ecosystem of the offshore Manawa islands

     died. 

     The authors find evidence suggesting they were suffocated by a massive red tide of

     phytoplankton, tiny aquatic plants, extending for several hundred kilometres. 

     But the fossil record shows even higher upwellings in the past, which were not marked by

     coral die-off. The authors say the reefs' response in 1997 was highly unusual, but the

     upwelling itself was not. 

     The productivity of coastal systems during upwelling is limited by the availability of iron, and

     the researchers suggest the critical factor in 1997 was the extra iron provided by smoke settling

     from the wildfires. 

     A third article examines the resilience of reefs to climate change and human impacts. The team

     was led by Terry Hughes, of the Centre for Coral Reef Biodiversity, James Cook University,

     Townsville, Australia. 

     Bleaching ambiguities 

     With an estimated 30% of all reefs already severely damaged, the authors write, and close to

     60% liable to be lost by 2030, there are no pristine reefs left. 

     They say the link between coral bleaching and increased climate change, "considered dubious

     by many reef researchers only 10 to 20 years ago, is now incontrovertible". 

     Yet the bleaching - which happens when corals stressed by overheating expel the tiny

     organisms that provide their colour - is "conspicuously patchy". 

     Bleached and unbleached corals are often found side by side, and the same species seem to

     develop different tolerances in different parts of their range. Another factor is the very high

     level of genetic diversity in corals. 

     Piscine havens 

     So some reefs will prove more resilient than others to the emergent threats they face, the

     authors believe, with many changing rather than disappearing entirely. 

     But they write: "We can be certain nonetheless that the projected increases in carbon dioxide

     and temperature over the next 50 years will substantially and very rapidly exceed the

     conditions under which coral reefs have flourished over the past half-million years." 

     They argue for many more marine reserves, or no-take areas( NTAs), to protect reefs against

     overfishing, which can alter the entire dynamics of a reef. 

     They say NTAs should cover at least 30% of the Earth's reefs, yet even in rich countries like

     the US and Australia under 5% of reefs are in NTAs today. 

     Reef images courtesy of US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Studies Show People and Coral Don't Mix 

  WASHINGTON - People and coral do not mix, and never have, scientists said yesterday in a report that shows humans started killing off  coral reefs thousands of years ago. 

  "No coral reef system in the world is pristine, and they haven't been for a long time," said John Pandolfi, a paleoecologist at the  Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History who worked on the international study. 

  Several reports in the journal Science suggest the only solution is to create larger, international preserves where no fishing, anchoring or  collecting is allowed. 

  Even Australia's Great Barrier Reef, considered the cleanest and best-preserved large reef in the world, actually is not, the dozen-strong  team of experts found. 

  "The Great Barrier Reef is already 30 percent along the way to ecological extinction," Pandolfi said in a telephone interview. 

  "It didn't matter if we were looking at the Red Sea, Australia or the Caribbean," added Karen Bjorndal, director of the Archie Carr Center for  Sea Turtle Research at the University of Florida. 

  "As soon as human exploitation began, whether in the 1600s in Bermuda or tens of thousands of years ago in the Red Sea, the same  scenarios were put into play." 

  First, people killed off large predators such as sharks and the biggest fish and turtles, which are easy to catch and slow to reproduce. Then  smaller fish go and finally sea grasses and the corals themselves. 

  A search of historical and archaeological records in 14 regions including the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the Red Sea, Caribbean and  Australia, show the same thing - these reefs used to be teeming with life and are not any more. 

  HEARING THE TURTLES SPLASH 

  "In the 1600s when the European ships used to navigate in the Caribbean ... the ship's captain could navigate by the sounds of turtles  swimming in the water, there were so many turtles swimming in the water. It is a very, very different world," Pandolfi said. 

  And yet, these turtles had already been decimated by indigenous populations on the Caribbean islands. 

  "I used to think that green turtles were basically in pristine shape when Columbus arrived, and I don't think that any more," Bjorndal said. 

  Agriculture alone can cause considerable damage - without people going near reefs, the analysis found. 

  "Back in the 1600s in Barbados when it was cleared for sugar cane farming, all the land-derived runoff was going into the reef and basically  smothering the coral," Pandolfi said. 

  A second report in Science found that wildfires in Indonesia in 1997 may have indirectly killed an economically important reef when smoke  settled onto the water, triggering a red tide - a population explosion of toxic phytoplankton. 

  Nerilie Abram and colleagues at Australian National University in Canberra and the Indonesian Institute of Sciences in Bandung said the problem could worsen as people clear forests, making them vulnerable to fires. 

  Much media and scientific attention has been paid to bleached reefs, said Pandolfi, but this damage is only the tip of the iceberg. 

  "What our analysis shows beyond a doubt is that problems with reefs are a lot more deeper and more fundamental ... than bleaching and disease," he said. 

  "It is like having a very ill person who dies not from their weak heart but from the flu," he added. "The extra stress puts them over the brink." 

  Story by Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

August 14, 2003 

Farm deal puts WTO talks at risk: Washington-Brussels pact angers developing world by

      backtracking on subsidies 

A battle between the west and the developing world at next month's World Trade Organisation meeting

      in Cancun was looming last night after India rejected a late deal on farm subsidies stitched together by

      Washington and Brussels. 

      The world's two largest trading blocs claimed the deal would inject new life into deadlocked trade

      liberalisation talks but faced immediate objections from India, one of the WTO's most powerful developing

      country members. 

      "It is not feasible. It does not take into account our farmers' interests," said India's ambassador to the World Trade Organisation, KM Chandrasekhar. With less than a month to go before the trade ministers arrive in  Mexico, agriculture remains one of the most contentious issues on the table. 

      To break the logjam, the European Union and the United States are offering limited cuts to the most

      trade-distorting subsidies and some reductions in the high tariffs that hit developing country farm exports. 

      But aid agencies said western countries were backtracking on the pledge they made when the new round of

      talks was launched, two years ago, that developing country interests would be the priority. 

      One of the crucial promises western trade ministers made at the beginning of the new round in Doha - to

      abolish all export subsidies - would be watered down under the EU-US plan. Instead, Brussels and

      Washington are offering a more limited deal to phase out subsidies on a range of interests to developing

      countries. 

      But, for a product to appear on the list, farm lobbies in Europe will have to give their approval, and sceptics argue the EU will never agree to put sugar on it - one of the most heavily subsidised products that is      harming farmers in the developing world. 

      "This is world class comedy from the world's subsidy super-powers," said Kevin Watkins, Oxfam's head of research. "They are completely reneging on the commitments they made two years ago." 

      Mr Watkins said Europe and the US appeared to have agreed to turn a blind eye to each other's lavish

      spending on farm subsidies. Campaigners say this encourages mountains of surplus food, which is dumped in the developing world, bankrupting local farmers in the process. 

      Washington enraged its trading partners last year when it increased spending on farm subsidies by Dollars

      180bn over the following 10 years. Just months later, the EU came under equally heavy fire after France and  Germany forced other member states to agree to keep spending on the common agricultural policy virtually  unchanged until 2013. 

      The draft deal allows the EU and the US to claim most of their spending is "non-trade distorting" and so not  subject to demands for cuts. 

      "This deal is designed to accommodate the US farm bill and the non-reform of the common agricultural

      policy," Mr Watkins said. "This is a reckless assault on the Doha development round." 

      Officials in Brussels believe the deal is the best chance that talks will be wrapped up by the end of 2004, as

      planned. The three-page framework leaves out much of the detail - such as how swingeing any cuts in

      subsidies might be - and will still have to be negotiated. 

      However, both sides insist privately that they have given real ground and signed up to concrete concessions

      - at least in principle.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The International Herald Tribune 

August 14, 2003 Thursday 

EU and U.S. forge accord on farm aid; 

      WTO to use pact in talks with developing countries 

      BYLINE: Paul Meller 

      SOURCE: The New York Times 

      DATELINE: BRUSSELS: 

The United States and the European Union agreed Wednesday on a joint position from which to negotiate

      with developing countries over agricultural subsidies, moving to clear the main obstacle to a global trade

      agreement. 

      The joint position, which outlines a formula to reduce the amount of trade-distorting subsidies and import

      duties the two economies use to protect their farmers, was reached before a World Trade Organization

      meeting in Cancun, Mexico, next month. 

      The platform is a prerequisite for success in Cancun, but by no means a guarantee, Pascal Lamy, the

      European trade commissioner, said by telephone. 

      "We have agreed to substantial reductions to domestic support," he said. But he admitted the accord by

      itself was not enough to ensure progress at the global meeting next month. "This moves the negotiations 50

      or 60 percent forward," he said, adding that "we have to decide the numbers and details before a final

      agreement." 

      Developing countries backed by large exporters, like the United States and Australia, have sought deep cuts in farm subsidies and import tariffs that make their products less competitive in other markets. But regions

      where farmers have grown dependent on subsidies, including the EU and Japan, argue these measures are

      needed to protect rural communities. 

      Washington has abandoned an earlier proposal to cap trade-distorting subsidies at 5 percent of the value of

      a country's farm output. 

      Under the joint agreement reached Wednesday, the United States is also effectively giving up the objective

      of killing all farm export subsidies. 

      The joint proposal bridges some differences between the United States and the EU in domestic supports,

      export subsidies and agricultural tariffs, the principle areas of the farm trade talks. 

      But the joint document does not outline specific levels for reductions in subsidies and import duties, nor does  it set any deadlines. It does commit the two biggest trading blocks to reducing the protection to their

      farmers in tandem, and calls on both sides to allow subsidies only if they do not distort trade. 

      Third world governments and aid groups were quick to dismiss the agreement, saying the United States and the European Union were offering far too little to help farmers in developing countries. 

      "This seems to be an attempt to prize open the developing country markets without any clear commitment"

      on the part of either side to open their own markets," India's ambassador to the WTO, K.M. Chandrasekhar,  told reporters in Geneva. "I think it isn't feasible for us." 

      "America and the EU are paying lip service to third world farmers," said Tim Rice, a trade policy analyst with the international nongovernmental organization ActionAid. "I am very skeptical about today's agreement

      because it doesn't appear to take on board the concerns of the third world." 

      Brazil's ambassador to the WTO, Luis Felipe de Seixas Correa, told The Associated Press he was wary of the  proposal. "At first glance it falls short," he said. "There are no commitments here, just questions. We have to  be very careful not to use as a basis anything that falls short of the level of ambition" set when WTO

      members launched a new round of global trade talks in 2001 in Doha, Qatar. 

      But trade lawyers welcomed the accord, saying it marked progress even as the United States and the EU

      remain locked in several separate trade disputes. "It is an important deal," said Richard Weiner, a trade

      lawyer with the law firm Hogan & Hartson. "Developing countries may criticize it but the two sides have now  created the conditions needed for success in Cancun. They have created the framework, now they have to      fill in the numbers." 

      The details of the accord could change everything, Correa said. "The numbers make all the difference and

      the deadlines make all the difference," he said. 

      The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development estimates that protectionist measures

      employed by the United States and the European Union amount to between $15,000 and $20,000 per farmer per year 

      Last year, the United States passed a farm bill that critics argued would lift the amount of financial support

      for American farmers. The EU earlier this year agreed to restructure its common agricultural policy, and it

      also increased the overall level of support. 

      The agreement Wednesday calls on the United States and the EU to substantially reduce subsidies to their

      farmers that are linked to production levels. 

      Lamy said the measures distorted trade. But other methods of payments, such as subsidies linked to

      geographical location or payments designed to help farmers protect the environment, do not. 

      Rice of ActionAid disputed this, saying, "All subsidies are equally distorting."

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Oil Spill from Greek Ship Blackens Pakistan Beaches 

  KARACHI - An oil spill from a grounded Greek tanker off Pakistan's port city of Karachi has blackened its sandy beaches, threatening  marine life as officials struggled yesterday to control the damage. 

  Dead fish and turtles littered the two main beaches of Karachi - most covered in a thick coat of oil. 

  The Tasman Spirit, carrying 67,500 tonnes of crude, was grounded just outside the channel leading to the Karachi Port on July 27 and  three attempts to tow it away have failed. 

  On Wednesday a big crack appeared in its hull in the middle from where spurts of crude could be seen coming out. Later in the day  Karachi Port Trust (KPT) officials expressed fears that the ship would break into two within 12 hours. 

  However, the ship has survived the cycles of both high and low tides till Yesterday afternoon. 

  "But the crack is widening," Brigadier Iftikhar Arshad, a senior KPT official, told reporters. 

  The strong smell of crude gripped the posh neighborhoods near the Karachi beaches and residents complained of difficulty in breathing  and of their eyes watering. 

  "The toxic smell is burning our eyes and making breathing difficult," said Ghazala Saleem, a school teacher. "Our beaches have been  destroyed." 

  Federal Secretary Communication Iftikhar Rasheed said the spill poses no threat to residents of the seaside neighborhoods and hoped that  the worse was over. "We will be able to prevent pollution," he added. 

  Salvage and pollution control experts from Holland, England and Greece were assisting Pakistani authorities, which were using booms to  prevent crude from entering the port waters. 

  Pakistan, which is poorly equipped to handle the crisis, is importing pollution control and salvage equipments from various countries.  Some of it has already arrived, officials said. 

  Nuclear arch-rival India also offered to help Pakistan yesterday to contain the oil spill. 

  Indian foreign ministry spokesman told reporters in New Delhi India was prepared to send materials including pollution response equipment, dispersants and containment booms if Islamabad responded positively to the offer. 

  Around 19,000 tonnes of crude from the ship had been transferred before the operation was halted on Wednesday because of fears of a split, but an estimated 44,000 tonnes is still on the tanker. 

  Greenpeace International campaigner Paul Horsman had told Reuters on Wednesday that Pakistan would have to act quickly to respond to the spill to avoid environmental disaster. 

  "Once the ship stabilizes we will again launch salvage and draining operations," KPT Chairman Ahmad Hayat said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Power failures hit US and Canada 

     Millions of people have been affected by a series of power failures that hit  major cities in the eastern United States and Canada. 

     Blackouts hit the New York area, Detroit, as well as Toronto and Ottawa  causing chaos as traffic lights failed, underground railways were evacuated and  people were trapped in lifts in offices and apartments. 

     Canadian officials said a fire at a power plant near the upstate New York town  of Niagara caused the outage - at about 1610 local time (2110 GMT) - which

     then cascaded across the country. 

     The US Department of Homeland Security said it was investigating the cause of  the blackouts but US officials - who dispute the Niagara theory - have said there is no evidence terrorism is to blame. 

             It's frightening because the news is eerily reminiscent of  9/11  Matt, New York 

     Power is slowly returning to the affected areas - thought to encompass more than 50m people -

     but full restoration will take much longer, officials say. 

     Federal Energy Regulatory Commission spokesman Bryan Lee said the outage destabilised the

     power grid, cascading up and taking "a loop around the Great Lakes into Canada". 

     But US officials were looking at a power transmission problem from Canada as the most likely

     cause of the biggest outage in US history, said a spokeswoman for New York Governor George

     Pataki. 

     In other developments: 

     There have been reports of sporadic looting in at least four areas of the Canadian capital,

     Ottawa. 

     President George W Bush said the outages were not a terrorist act and added: "We're slowly

     but surely coping with this massive national problem." 

     Nine nuclear reactors in four US states were put offline, the nuclear regulator said. 

     The US Federal Aviation Administration halted flights into six airports, three in the New York

     area, one in Cleveland, and two in Canada. 

     In New York City, subways, lifts and airports, including John F Kennedy and LaGuardia

     airports, lost electricity or resorted to limited backup power. 

     The blackout closed the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel, which 27,000 vehicles use daily. 

     'Not terrorism' 

     The BBC's Greg Barrow at the United Nations in New York said there was much concern

     among the residents of a city that has so recently experienced a terrorist attack. 

             North American power cuts Believed caused by fire at Niagara plant  Failures cascaded throughout the system Tens of millions of people affected 

     Many workers left their offices early, walking across bridges out of Manhattan. Pavements and

     roads in some areas were crowded with hundreds of thousands of pedestrians walking home,

     our correspondent said. 

     New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg said: "I can tell you 100 percent sure that there is no

     evidence as of this moment whatsoever of any terrorism." 

     Smoke from a Consolidated Edison plant in the city was due to the plant's automatic

     shutdown, not to a fire, as had been reported, the Mayor added. 

     He said power was starting to come back from the north and from the west but would take

     hours not minutes. 

     In an effort to calm frayed nerves, he cautioned New Yorkers to stay cool and drink fluids. 

     New York emergency services had no reports of anyone injured during evacuations from tall

     buildings or underground subways. 

     Power to many hospitals and prisons was also reported to have failed but key institutions were

     working on back-up generators. 

     Searing heat 

     The BBC's Lee Carter, in Toronto, says the lights went back on in the centre of the city just

     after 2300 local time (0400GMT). 

     The city's landmark, CN Tower, was once again illuminated, but power is returning very slowly

     to the city, with most areas still reportedly in darkness. 

     In the Canadian capital, Ottawa, there have been reports of sporadic looting in at least four

     areas of the city. 

     Our correspondent says the blackout hit Toronto, Canada's commercial and financial centre,

     right at the beginning of rush hour. 

     Trams and underground trains in the city came to an abrupt halt. 

     The situation was made more uncomfortable by the 90F heat in New York and Toronto. 

     Gabriela Mira, 40, and her six-month-old daughter waited in a long queue to use a public

     telephone in New York. 

     "I had to get out of the house," she said. "It was so dark, and everything was off, and I was

     scared. No air conditioner, the phones - they need electricity. And it's so, so hot." 

     Other affected cities include Detroit in Michigan as well as Cleveland and Toledo in Ohio and

     Toronto and Ottawa in Canada. 

     There were reports of outages in New Jersey and Connecticut as well. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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General Environmental news

Francophonie youths to convene in Cameroon 29 August 

Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - The Federation of Cameroonian Youth Associations (CAJC) and the Francophonie Inter-governmental Agency (AIF) has organised the first meeting of youths from Francophone countries on sustainable development 29 August in Cameroon. With the theme "youth and the promotion of sustainable development", the 29 August to 6 September conference will be held in the Cameroon's seaside city of Kribi. Young people from Belgium, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Congo, France, Gabon, Niger, Rwanda and Togo are expected at the meeting to discuss the management of biodiversity, access to water and energy, pollution and the impact of some plagues like AIDS. Organizers said Kribi was chosen for the meeting because it is facing serious problems of sustainable development.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng008147&dte=14/08/2003
Mauritius prepares for 2004 island-states conference 

Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritian Environment minister, Rajesh Bhagwan launched Thursday at Domaine Les Pailles, near Port Louis, the first consultations for island-states international conference scheduled here 30 August to 3 September to review the action programme adopted in Barbade in 1994 for the sustainable development of those states. Bhagwan said the commitment and active participation of the population were necessary in order to promote and achieve sustainable development. He said that would be the objective of the 2004 conference that will gather representatives of the 50 small island-states, as well as those of all the UN member states and delegates of international institutions. The contribution of all in the "work that starts today will be an essential element for the detailed examination of the action programme advanced by the UN general assembly. It will help to establish a precise national evaluation report on the implementation of the action programme," he noted. In spite of climatic change ten years after the Barbade conference, eradication of poverty, changes of modes of production and consumption are still priorities on the agenda.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng008139&dte=14/08/2003
700 families made homeless by fresh Sudan floods 

Khartoum, Sudan (PANA) - Some 700 families have been rendered homeless by floods from heavy rains in southern Sudan's Unity State, even as relief supplies poured into eastern Kassala State following the worst floods there in 70 years. Local media reports said four days of torrential rains caused the latest flooding, with Unity State's Health Minister Peter Machar, saying Bentiu and Robkona towns were the worst hit. He also said malaria and diarrhoea were spreading rapidly resulting in the death of "many people." Machar appealed to national and international NGOs to help tackle the "deteriorating" situation. Late last month, flooding from Sudan's Gash River left 13,000 households in Kassala homeless and destroyed dozens of schools and clinics.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng008035&dte=14/08/2003
Zim Wildlife Pillage Continues

Mail & Guardian (Johannesburg): Beleaguered Zimbabwean farmers say war veterans and hunters from South Africa and Botswana are stripping game farms of their wildlife. And even when Zimbabwean authorities arrest alleged perpetrators, political intervention allows them to walk free. The farmers now say they have had enough and will fight back on their own to protect the remaining wild animals. In May the Mail & Guardian reported that South African hunters and safari operators were exploiting the chaos in Zimbabwe. But Ben Zietsman, chief executive of the Matabeleland branch of the Commercial Farmers Union's (CFU), has told the M&G the carnage is continuing. Farmers say that local authorities are writing out hunting permits for animals they do not own to turn a fast buck. "Settlers and local district councils have claimed the wildlife on listed properties [listed for expropriation in Zimabwe's land resettlement programme] for themselves and are selling it off to the first unscrupulous buyer that comes along," Zietsman says.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308140834.html
Protection for Peninsula Sea Life As Park Proclaimed

Cape Argus (Cape Town): The grossly over-exploited coastal seas off the Peninsula will enjoy new protection from tomorrow when the huge 956km2 Cape Peninsula Marine Protected Area is proclaimed in the Government Gazette. Although proclaimed in terms of South Africa's marine conservation law, it will effectively become part of the Cape Peninsula National Park. A major motivation for the move, the result of a lengthy public participation process, is to stop rampant poaching of perlemoen, rock lobster and over-exploitation of line fish. The new protected area covers 130km of coastline and includes several "no take" zones where no fishing for any marine organisms will be allowed. Fishing will still be permitted everywhere else within the protected area, subject to existing regulations. It includes all the coastal waters around the Cape Peninsula, from Mouille Point in the west to Bailey's Cottage at Muizenberg in the east. In terms of a management plan drawn up for the protected area, from 2005 divers will require individual permits to enter the sea there. Convicted poachers will not be allowed to hold a permit. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308140697.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the news

Climate

El Pais, 14 Agosto: La ONU prevé que el recalentamiento de la atmósfera va a propiciar fenómenos extremos 

La ola de calor que azota Europa no es normal. Como tampoco lo son el récord de tornados registrado en mayo en Estados Unidos ni la ola de calor que en junio causó la muerte de más de 1.300 personas en India. Los científicos alertan de que la emisión de gases de efecto invernadero altera el clima mundial y favorece la aparición de fenómenos extremos…La ONU pide reducir emisiones.

(no access to full article on web, but  I have a hard copy, mentioning/quoting  Rajendra Pachauri)

CANCUN

FT, 14 August: “The challenge for trade in Cancun”

 … There are several benchmarks for success or failure. Cancun must break the crippling deadlock on agriculture and pave the way for deep cuts in subsidies and import barriers. Without a decisive breakthrough, few advances can be made in other areas, such as liberalisation of industrial tariffs and trade in services.

The ministers need to resolve a corrosive stand-off over the supply of medicines to poor countries. And they must impart strong overall impetus for further opening of markets while being ready to grant developing nations special treatment if accepting WTO obligations poses genuine problems for them….

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030814000906&query=The+challenge+for+trade&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
__________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

14 AUGUST 2003
Yemen
Study prepared on poverty and environment

Last Monday, the poverty division at the Environment Protection Authority organized a consultative meeting to discuss a suggested study on poverty and the environment.

The study was meant to learn environmental indicators about the reality of the environmental situation and to deliver them to decision- makers to make exact decisions.

Engineer Nori Jamal reviewed the poor condition of water resources in Yemen during the meeting. He called on all related authorities to work together to ration the use of water. Then the participants presented several interpositions.

http://www.yobserver.com/search/results2.php?id=2032&issue=81

Survey team goes to Kamaran Island 

In cooperation with the Regional Red Sea Protection Authority, the General Environment Protection Authority (EPA) organized a training course on diving in the open sea for six staff members.

The course was aimed at enhancing experiences in diving to prepare them to make maritime surveys underwater. During the course, the trainees received five theoretical lectures and five practical exercises in field surveying techniques.

Chief divers from PADI, an international organization, trained them on diving; they dived five times in water off Kamaran Island.

http://www.yobserver.com/search/results2.php?id=2033&issue=81

Syria

Cabinet meets on administrative units, environment

The Cabinet, under the chairmanship of Prime Minister, Mohammad Moustafa Mero, yesterday approved a bill on the cleanliness, and beauty of the administrative units. ‏ 

According to the new law all kinds of home industrial, hospital trash will be assembled, transported and treated by proper methods. ‏ 

The law also stipulate that attention should be given to good looks of cities and towns. ‏ 

The Cabinet also approved an agreement for financing a program of water supply and swags systems to some of the Palestinian refugees camps in Syria, within the framework of the agreements signed with the European Investment Bank in the Mediterranean countries

http://www.teshreen.com/syriatimes/_local.asp?FileName=20030813111126
Lebanon

Tripoli submits ecotourism project to Hariri

A project to redevelop the Mina area of Tripoli, enhance its sea front and promote ecotourism on its islands was handed over to Prime Minister Rafik Hariri on Wednesday. 
Mina Mayor Mohammed Helou, Environment Protection Committee head Amer Haddad and Tripoli politician Tawfiq Sultan submitted to Hariri the detailed project, which would involve attracting investment companies interested in the environment and creating job opportunities. 
The project aims to revive Mina, Tripoli and their surroundings, and attract tourism programs. 
The project also aims to rehabilitate a historic caravanserai and turn it into a tourist hotel, rehabilitate the port and turn it into a marina for yachts and fishing boats, and develop tourist projects on the islands located 6 kilometers off the Mina coast

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/14_08_03/art24.asp



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News








� HYPERLINK  \l "Forum" ��Scoop - 1000s To Attend Global Forum on Protected Areas�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��Le Figaro - Les changements climatiques soulignent la nécessité des accords de Kyoto�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Trees" ��Philippine Daily Inquirer  - 'FLAGSHIP TREES' FACE EXTINCTION� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Leopards" ��The Express  - SNOW LEOPARD LEFT OUT IN THE COLD�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Snow Leopards" ��U.S. Newswire - Study: Snow Leopards in Decline;�
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