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The Korea Times

Singapore to Run Korean CNG Buses

South Korea is seeking to export low emission buses powered by compressed natural gas (CNG) to Singapore in 2008. 

Environment Minister Kwak Kyul-ho will sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Singaporean Ambassador to Seoul Calvin Eu today, paving the way for the export of low-emission buses to the Southeast Asian nation. 

The signing of the MOU is made possible after leaders of the two countries agreed to sign a Free Trade Agreement last November. It is designed to promote bilateral exchanges on CNG bus technology. 

The two countries began discussing the technology collaboration in March 2004, when Singaporean environmental officials came here to participate in the ministerial environmental forum of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

The Singaporean officials showed interest in the Korean CNG buses, after observing its smooth operation and competitive prices, which are 40 percent cheaper than those from European countries and Japan. 

Korea introduced the buses in 2000 and 5,752 CNG buses are in operation. 

``With the MOU, we expect up to 320 billion won of sales of CNG buses from 2008 to 2025, which translates into 19 billion won of annual sales,'' said Cho Byoung-og, official in charge of the ministry. 

According to Cho, there are currently 3,600 public buses operating in Singapore and they are to be replaced with CNG buses from 2008 as the nation will adopt stricter emissions standards next year. 

The ministry estimates the Korean product will occupy 50 percent of the market, which means 1,800 Korean CNG buses will be operating in Singapore. The export price of a Korean CNG bus is estimated at 180 million won. 

The export of CNG buses to Singapore is also expected to enable Korea to expand its market into other Southeast Asian countries. Indonesia and the Philippines are considering introducing CNG buses. 

``We will upgrade pro-environment features of our CNG buses for the nations vying to purchase them,'' Cho said. 
___________________________________________________________________________

PacNews

February 14, 2005

HEADLINE: NEW DAWN FOR CLIMATE PROTECTION

BODY:


14 FEBRUARY 2005 SUVA (Pacnews) --- After eight years of international negotiations, lobbying and disagreements, the world's only treaty to combat climate change-the Kyoto Protocol- finally comes into force on Wednesday (16 Feb).

Three Pacific non-governmental organisations based in Fiji - WWF-The Conservation Organisation, Greenpeace and the World Council of Churches, have welcomed this new era of environmental protection.

A joint statement issued at the weekend said climate change is currently the greatest long-term threat facing the planet, and its impact on Pacific Island cultures and economies will be substantial. "The effects of climate change include sea level rise, coral deaths and more frequent and powerful cyclones. The United Nations Environment Programme estimates global warming could cost Kiribati and the Marshall Islands 10 percent of their national income by 2050." "Low lying island nations like Tuvalu will disappear completely if sea levels continue to rise," the statement said. 

The Protocol was created at the third United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Kyoto, Japan in 1997. Since then Pacific Island countries have been at the forefront of international efforts to persuade industrialised countries to ratify it. Fiji was one of the first countries in the world to do so in 1998. It was only when Russia agreed to ratify the convention last November that the Kyoto Protocol became international law.

Australia and the United States are the only industrialised countries that have not ratified the Kyoto Protocol despite being the highest per capita emitters of greenhouse gases in the world.

The Kyoto Protocol is an important first step to combat climate change. It seeks a 5 percent cut in greenhouse gas emissions of 1990 levels. These cuts will not stop climate change at current rates of pollution, but it does set the ball rolling for deeper cuts in the future.

Greenpeace, WWF South Pacific Programme and the World Council of Churches have urged Pacific leaders to continue to ask Australia and the U.S. to ratify the Protocol and to move away from fossil fuels that produce greenhouse gases and towards renewable energy sources like solar, wind, hydro and biomass... (THROUGH ASIA PULSE)
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Green Features

Specs in the City
 It’s time to see to it that investors get the gen on sustainability when a company first floats on the stock exchange. Roger Cowe reveals where London’s listing regime is falling down. Last April a company called Asia Energy joined the London stock market. In doing so it raised more than £10m from investors. This money is now being used to finance the first stage of an open-cast coal mining project in Bangladesh. 

Yes, Bangladesh – much of which is less than 10 metres above sea level, and seriously threatened by climate change. So any company aiming to dig coal from the ground faces several risks – direct climate risks from flooding, perhaps, but also political and economic risks from potential government action to limit emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2). Curiously, however, investors in Asia Energy would find nothing about this, no matter how long they pored over the 84 pages of the company’s prospectus – the detailed description of its operations and prospects which is required for a stock market flotation.

It’s not that the prospectus doesn’t recognise environmental risks. An impact assessment is being carried out. But there is nothing about climate change. Despite the fact that the traditional complaint of financial short-termism does not apply here – the mining leases will last for 30 years. And despite the irony that Asia Energy is part-owned by an Australian company called Deepgreen.
But this is not because Asia Energy and its advisers are incompetent or worse. The prospectus complies with all the appropriate rules and regulations, and is in line with disclosures of similar fossil fuel companies. It is simply because stock market rules have not caught up with the Kyoto era – they do not recognise the heightened importance of social and environmental issues, especially climate change, for business success. 
This is now an anomaly, because other parts of the financial world have woken up to this connection. Major companies have been publishing sustainability reports for some time. For the last four years, pension fund trustees have been required to say something about their approach to social, environmental and ethical investment issues. The insurance and pension fund industry has asked the companies it invests in to address social and environmental risks. And, from April 1 this year, the new Operating and Financial Review (OFR) will place a formal requirement on all quoted companies to address these matters in their annual reports.
Classic but outdated 
Shareholders, in other words, are judged to have a legitimate need for this kind of information once they have invested in a company. But for some reason prospective investors aren’t judged to need it, when they are thinking of buying the shares in a new company, based on the prospectus information.
It’s not just an oversight. A review of the UK listing rules has specifically ruled out requiring companies to address social and environmental factors. So does a European Union Prospectus Directive, which will come into force in July and effectively lays down what must go in a prospectus anywhere in the EU. Its requirements, which will be incorporated in the new UK listing rules currently being finalised by the Financial Services Authority (FSA), say very little about sustainability. Well, nothing, actually – except an obscure requirement to disclose environmental issues which might affect “the utilisation of property, plant and equipment”.
This could be interpreted, of course, as requiring a mining company to comment on the risks of climate change. Mark Mansley, a sustainability investment expert who now works for the investment management firm Rathbones, believes the FSA does still have some discretion here. “There is still a degree of flexibility and interpretation,” he says.
Unfortunately, Mike Duignan disagrees. And Duignan is the man in charge of listing policy for the FSA. “The Prospectus Directive is a maximum harmonisation directive,” he says. This horrendous piece of EU jargon means, he explains, that “the FSA has no flexibility in extending the content requirements for prospectuses”.
Not quite the same as saying there is no room for interpretation. But the FSA essentially relies on the classic, if rather outdated, financial defence. If something is important enough for investors, this argument goes, then it is already covered by the general requirements for directors to report all significant constraints and risks. As Duignan puts it: “The FSA’s Listing Rules require that issuers producing prospectuses include the information investors need to make an informed decision about the financial position and prospects of the issuer.” 
Switching on to sustainability 
Logical, at least. If an environmental risk is significant, then it must be included in the risks section of a prospectus. If it is not significant, then investors don’t need to know about it. However – and this is the crux of the matter – few companies are yet sufficiently switched on to sustainability. That’s why they are not properly assessing these risks. They are outside their conventional field of vision or experience. Experience tells us this is true. A recent Unep/SustainAbility analysis of corporate reports confirmed that it is. The Asia Energy example is a further illustration of it. Which is precisely why these factors have been specifically included in the OFR and other disclosure requirements.
As for requiring companies to address them from the outset, however, by building this into the listings regime as Mansley suggests [see box right], Duignan takes the line that the regulator wants to avoid over-prescriptive requirements. That would be worse than useless if it just forced companies to make meaningless disclosures. The two clear objectives of the review of the FSA’s listing rules were “to simplify and modernise the listing regime, while implementing the Prospectus Directive”. Duignan’s yardstick is whether they now provide “an appropriate level of regulation” and, at the same time, ensure “the flexibility and transparency required by those wishing to raise capital in the London markets”. 
On that score, he clearly reckons they’ve got it right. But Emma Hunt at Forum for the Future’s Centre for Sustainable Investment (CSI) thinks there’s an opportunity to be more forward-looking. “London’s robust governance and reporting requirements are major factors,” she says, “in its enviable reputation as a well-respected exchange for companies seeking to list. By keeping abreast with the latest research on what drives value creation, London could stay ahead of the curve. It is no longer a point for debate whether sustainability issues may lead to value creation or destruction. So the next piece in the jigsaw is creating the mechanisms to enable companies to report on these potentially material issues, in a way that is meaningful for investors. Two good places to start are the annual report, and the documentation released as part of the listing process. The FSA has a role in ensuring the rigour of this process. Bringing it into line with other moves in this area would be a small step within the whole listing process, but would provide a large piece of the jigsaw puzzle.” 
Duignan’s position is less ambitious. FSA staff do review documents before they are published, but they cannot be expected to make judgments about individual companies, or be experts on their industry. “The FSA is concerned solely with how companies meet the requirements of the Listing Rules and relevant legislation,” he says. “Disclosure of environmental and social issues in prospectuses is judged against those requirements. The regime is designed to accommodate companies from all sectors and we do not make a qualitative assessment of how issuers operate.”
In this respect the FSA relies on others to alert it to problems. It is talking about roping in the Environment Agency to provide some advice on specific environmental problems which companies may not be disclosing in their routine public statements. 
But by definition, this would only apply once companies are listed. By which time, of course, it could be too late. When coal mining company Xstrata came to the stock market in March 2002, its prospectus – just like Asia Energy’s – did nothing to draw investors’ attention to climate change risks. Six months later, Xstrata’s shares dropped by 12% over two days, following reports that Japan was to introduce a tax on coal imports, as a contribution to meeting its CO2 targets under the Kyoto agreement.
Next time a fossil fuel company floats on the stock exchange, should the prospectus automatically be marked caveat emptor – or can we hope for something more substantive about its sustainability? After all, one of the FSA’s four principal objectives is securing the appropriate degree of protection of consumers of financial services. It could help to make sure fund managers are fully equipped to make sound decisions about where they put their clients’ money.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Los Angeles Times

February 14, 2005 Monday 
HEADLINE: What Mercury Problem?

BODY:


Later this month, Europe and other industrialized regions will grapple with the problem of mercury pollution. The United States, apparently, will continue to pretend it doesn't exist.

Like greenhouse gases, mercury is a global rather than local problem. The metal, a liquid at room temperature, vaporizes easily, traveling the world's air currents and settling into waterways, where it has become so common in ocean fish that pregnant women and young children, the most vulnerable, are warned to severely limit their consumption of seafood, and everyone is told not to eat too much swordfish and other predator fish. In humans, it turns into highly toxic methyl mercury, which can cause memory lapses and increase the risk of heart attacks. 

In advance of a United Nations meeting on mercury pollution in Nairobi that opens Feb. 21, the European Union is vowing to close its one mercury mine, in Almaden, Spain, by far the biggest in the world, and store existing mercury rather than sell it on the global market. The EU also is open to a global treaty.

Documents submitted by the U.S. government, meanwhile, present no specific goals or steps, reject the idea of a treaty, call vaguely for voluntary partnerships, and offer to teach others about "best practices." That's a curious phrase coming from the nation just criticized by its own Environmental Protection Agency inspector general for violating scientific procedures in order to come up with an industry-friendly regulation of coal plants, probably the biggest source of mercury emissions in this country.

Coal isn't the only concern. Mercury also is used to produce chlorine, and the 11 plants in the United States that still use such a process cannot account for about 65 tons of mercury a year that simply vanishes. That's on top of the 14 tons the plants emit through smokestacks and leakage. Europe has chlorine plants, but it has much stronger regulations on mercury emissions.

Mercury is plentiful and cheap, making its continued use tempting even though technology has rendered it unnecessary for most purposes. More-advanced chlorine plants don't use it. The United States and Europe already have banned batteries containing mercury, once a common component.

It will take a concerted leadership effort and specific steps to reduce contamination. U.S. officials point out that even if they were to clean up mercury here, it wouldn't do much good unless Asia could be persuaded to do the same. That continent is responsible for half the mercury emissions worldwide.

But that's all the more reason the U.S. should set an example by drastically cutting mercury emissions as well as reducing both supply and demand. After the embarrassing revelations about the EPA's failure on coal plants, high-flown talk about "sharing best practices" won't persuade anyone that the U.S. is doing its share.
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Reuters

Kyoto Host Japan Still Far From Greenhouse Targets

JAPAN: February 14, 2005

TOKYO - To many, the word Kyoto conjures up images of tile-roofed temples and ancient traditions.

More recently, it has gained perhaps even greater fame abroad by association with the international climate change treaty known as the Kyoto Protocol, which comes into force on Wednesday.

But any pride among Japanese about the latest use of their old capital's name has failed to translate into the world's number two economy taking the lead by cutting greenhouse gas emissions blamed for global warming.

Many here feel that having hosted the 1997 meeting that led to the treaty means Tokyo has a greater duty to meet emissions targets set out in the pact for developed nations.

"Given that the Kyoto Protocol is the only international treaty with a Japanese name, it would be good to be able to live up to it," said Keizo Fukushima, who works on climate change policy in Japan's Environment Ministry.

"We aren't doing too well, though. And given present conditions, it could be pretty tough to meet the goals."

Tokyo originally pledged to cut emissions by 6 percent from 1990 levels. Instead, emissions have risen by 8 percent since then, the environment ministry says.

According to the UN Framework on Climate Change, though, levels have risen by 12.1 percent, which Japan says is due to different calculations. While the figures look bad, Japan is hardly the worst offender.

Many Kyoto signatories have failed to meet their targets. Spain, for example, has increased its greenhouse gas emissions by 40 percent over 1990 levels.

Under the pact, developed nations are obliged to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by 5.2 percent of 1990 levels during the five-year period 2008-2012, the protocol's first phase. Deeper cuts are planned for the next phase after 2012.

For Japan, a number of factors are behind the rise, including low consumer awareness and an economy finally overcoming years of recession. A tug-of-war between environmentalists and a powerful business lobby hasn't helped, either.

Business leaders worry that too much emphasis on cutting carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions could damage international competitiveness, especially against the United States, which opted out of Kyoto in 2001, and China, which as a developing nation has no obligation to cut emissions for the present.

"Compared to conditions in America, China and in Europe, Japan's pledge to cut by 6 percent is quite stiff," said Meguri Aoyama, chief economist at the environment bureau of the Japan Business Foundation (Keidanren), Japan's largest business lobby.

TAX BICKERING

Nowhere is the split more evident than in debate over whether to impose an environment tax of 2,400 yen ($23) for each tonne of carbon emitted from fossil fuels such as crude oil or coal, an Environment Ministry proposal that has so far gone nowhere.

The tax would be imposed on companies, but the hope is that it could encourage ordinary households, whose emissions have risen a worrying 28.8 percent from 1990 levels, to cut back on electricity usage through higher energy costs.

Green awareness campaigns have included tie-ins to "The Day After Tomorrow," a US movie in which global warming brings worldwide calamity, and songs by a Japanese female pop group encouraging children to save energy. But none of these have had much success.

"People don't really respond that well to urging. You have to hit them financially," said Fukushima.

Business leaders are ferociously opposed, arguing the tax would dampen economic growth and weigh heavily on Japan's already highly taxed population.

"The Environment Ministry seems to think ordinary people are bad guys, that rules need to be made to get anything done," said Aoyama at Keidanren.

He said that conservation should be voluntary and businesses would do their part by supplying eco-friendly appliances.

"Conservation is something that should be taken care of by market mechanisms," he said. "The Environment Ministry just wants money they can use -- that's why they want the tax.

"My biggest worry is that if people are taxed, they'll think they've done their bit and stop thinking about conservation."

The industrial sector is actually faring best, up by only 1.7 percent over 1990 levels, which Aoyama attributes to an early push to conserve but Fukushima says was due to the lengthy economic downturns.

EYES ON CHINA

Even so, a recent survey by the trade ministry showed that more than a third of major industries could fail to meet targets.

Worst is the commercial sector, up 36.7 percent, largely on a boom in nearly ubiquitous 24-hour convenience stores.

"They have to stop being short-sighted about a business system that's contributed to rising emissions and will have an impact on all their lives," said Masaaki Nakajima, with Greenpeace Japan.

Officials said it was too early to think about numerical targets after 2012.

They said the emphasis must be on getting the United States, and especially China, to commit to emissions curbs, a frequent criticism about the pact because it excludes large developing nations in the first phase.

"Of course there's a need for Japan to debate its policies," said Aoyama at Keidanren. "But if you look at the whole earth, Japan's impact is nothing compared to China."

Story by Elaine Lies
____________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 15 February 2005
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UN or UNEP in the news

CBD launches new negotiations 
Bangkok Post, 15 February 2005 (KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI) - The first global negotiations to develop a new international law on access and benefit-sharing of genetic resources was launched in Bangkok yesterday.
The trade-off between access to genetic resources and the sharing of benefits from their use is a hot topic of discussion among the 188 member countries of the Conventional on Biological Diversity (CBD), including Thailand.
Caretaker Environment and Natural Resources Minister Suvit Khunkitti, who presided over the meeting, said he hoped the new protocol on access and benefit-sharing of genetic resources (ABS) would eliminate bio-piracy, an act in which industrialised nations seize biological resources from biodiversity-rich developing countries for commercial exploitation.
…The meeting, to continue until Friday, is being attended by 600 senior government officials, scientists, environmentalists, and agricultural and pharmaceutical industry representatives from 180 countries.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/15Feb2005_news19.php 

UN pledges $100,000 for Pakistan flood victims
Pakistan Link, ISLAMABAD, Feb 14 : The United Nations has pledged immediate initial support worth $ 100,000, comprising relief items, to the national relief efforts undertaken in flood-hit areas of Balochistan. The same would be delivered to the relevant government authorities over the next few days.
In response to the humanitarian crisis in Pasni, the United Nations Disaster Management Team (UNDMT) also formulated an emergency relief assessment mission, which will coordinate with the federal, provincial as well as district authorities in Gwadar and Pasni to determine the emergency relief requirements. The rains caused the Shadi Kor dam to burst on Thursday, flooding Pasni township and adjoining areas.
http://www.pakistanlink.com/Headlines/Feb05/14/11.htm
Singapore to Run Korean CNG Buses
Korea Times, South Korea, 15 February 2005 - By Moon Gwang-lip, Staff Reporter - South Korea is seeking to export low emission buses powered by compressed natural gas (CNG) to Singapore in 2008. 
Environment Minister Kwak Kyul-ho will sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Singaporean Ambassador to Seoul Calvin Eu today, paving the way for the export of low-emission buses to the Southeast Asian nation. 
The signing of the MOU is made possible after leaders of the two countries agreed to sign a Free Trade Agreement last November. It is designed to promote bilateral exchanges on CNG bus technology. 
The two countries began discussing the technology collaboration in March 2004, when Singaporean environmental officials came here to participate in the ministerial environmental forum of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/nation/200502/kt2005021417542511990.htm 

 

General Environment News

Government urged to observe Kyoto Protocol mechanism
eTaiwan News, Taiwan, 2005-02-15 / Central News Agency / - A local environmental coalition called on the government yesterday to take an active role in the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism, even though Taiwan is not a signatory to the pact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Professor Lee Ho-ching, one of the founders of the Taiwan Climate Protection Coalition, said the country needed to confront international pressure to reduce emissions and aggressively push for participation in the less political CDM. 
The Clean Development Mechanism is one of the protocol's two project-based flexible mechanisms designed to make it easier and cheaper for industrialized nations to meet emission reduction targets agreed to in the pact, and to assist developing countries in achieving sustainable development.
http://www.etaiwannews.com/Taiwan/Politics/2005/02/15/1108432044.htm 


Anti-Kyoto Aust may lose billions
Advertiser Adelaide, Australia, 15feb05 - SUPPORTERS of increased renewable energy use in Australia believe the country is missing out on billions of dollars of investment by refusing to support the Kyoto Protocol, which comes into force tomorrow.
The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) believed Australia might even face trade sanctions from industrialised countries among the 128 nations to have signed up to the agreement. 
But Federal Environment Minister Ian Campbell yesterday said Australia's energy-efficient exporting industries would suffer under the protocol and described it as counter-productive to the cause of curtailing man-made climate change. 

http://www.theadvertiser.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5936,12252323%255E1702,00.html
Mangrove forest cover under threat - Protection urged for so-called 'greenbelt' 
Bangkok Post, 12 February 2005 - KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI - International environment protection agencies yesterday called on the governments of tsunami-hit countries to allocate more financial resources and manpower to protect mangrove forests.
They termed mangroves the ''greenbelt'' that saved thousands of lives and coastal communities from the giant waves.
The proposal emerged following a string of reports about tsunami survivors and communities which are still intact because they were living behind dense mangroves or other coastal vegetation.
Such natural environmental barriers could be found in India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand.

…Mangrove cover along the Andaman coastline is said to be much greater than in the Gulf of Thailand's coastal provinces, where most of the greenbelt had been devastated by shrimp farms, he said.
In the past 30 years, mangrove areas along the coast of the Gulf of Thailand have decreased by 80%, while the Andaman provinces had lost about 20% of their mangrove cover.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/120205_News/12Feb2005_news23.php 

____________________________________________________________________________________
ROWA MEDIA BRIEFING
15 February 2005
Bahrain

Counting cost of Tubli protection

MOVES to compulsorily purchase private land at Tubli Bay to protect the environment would cost around BD355 million, Shura Council members heard yesterday.

A proposed law to protect the bay originally stipulated that all the surrounding land should be government owned, to stop further reclamation. 

The law was discussed in October but members decided then to refer it to the legal and legislative affairs committee for further review, based on government reservations about making it completely government-owned area.

The government stressed that an article stipulating that the government should own all land reclaimed in Tubli Bay, even if that meant compensating current owners, was something it found difficult to achieve.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=104406&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27332
Oman

International Conference on Biosafety     
      - Sultanate will host the international conference on biosafety from February 21st to 23rd. the event will be held at Al-Bustan Palace hotel with the participation of 20 countries. 

      Eng. Said bin Darwish al-Alawi, Director-General of Health Control at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources and chairman of the conference preparatory committee said this is the first international conference on biosafety. Total of 41 working papers on latest scientific developments in the field will be presented during to conference. 

      He added the selection of the Sultanate as a venue for this conference reflects its concerned with food safety in general and genetically modified foods in particular, in the light of the restriction and commitments imposed by Cartagna protocol on biosafety signed by more than 80 countries including the Sultanate. The protocol calls for transparency in trade of food and agricultural curbs produce in accordance with a bio technology. The protocol obliges exporters to provide coefficients information about this food products before exporting them to any country. The imported country may accept or reject these products according to the protocol.   

     Darwish said specialists from the Agriculture and Fisheries, Commerce and Industry, Health and Defence ministries, Sultan Qaboos University, the State Council and Majlis A’Shura, Royal Oman Police and Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry will participate in the conference. 

     He added the conference will discuss legislative systems of biosafety, risks assessments, biosafety and the environment, experiences of the countries in establishing national biosafety frameworks, public awareness with the importance of biosafety and how to build national capabilities in biosafety field.   

     An environmental exhibition will be held at Bausher hall at Al-Bustan Palace hotel on the sidelines of the event.Government authorities and sponsor establishments and companies will participate in the fair.

http://www.omannews.com/english/indexE.htm
Yemen

$2.5 million in farm support offered to Taiz and Hodeidah

The Rural Development Committee held a meeting on Wednesday to discuss support for farming and cultivation in Taiz and Hodeidah at a cost of more than US $2.5 million.

The meeting was attended by Minister of Agriculture & Irrigation Hassan Suweid and French Ambassador to Sana'a Alain Moureau.

The French government has contributed 80 per cent of the project funding, which aims to enhance livestock rearing and cultivation activities in these provinces.

Suweid pointed out to the concern of the ministry for boosting agricultural cooperation with the French embassy.

The French Ambassador said that such cooperation with Yemen has been among the priorities of the French government for the past three years.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_3735.php
____________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE
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''We'll need imagination after Kyoto''

By Diego Cevallos*
Klaus Toepfer, the world's top environment official as chief of the United Nations Environment Program, spoke with Tierramérica in the lead-up to Feb. 16, the day the Kyoto Protocol on climate change takes effect. 
MEXICO CITY - The 1997 Kyoto Protocol, frequently given up for dead, finally enters into force on Feb. 16. Its critics say the global pact for fighting climate change comes too late and offers to little: not only are its targets for curbing greenhouse gas emissions modest (5.2 percent below 1990 levels), but many of the industrialized countries that signed the treaty will not be able to meet the goals by the 2012 deadline. 

Meanwhile, the international community is gearing up to launch negotiations this year that go beyond the Kyoto Protocol timeframe, a period in which several scientific forecasts indicate that climate change could be worse than previously thought. 

The world's top environment official, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, spoke with Tierramérica from the UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. 

- What can we expect from the Kyoto Protocol? Some observers fear that industrialized countries will not be able to meet their targets by 2012. 
- I don't share those pessimistic predictions. The Protocol's entry into force is a crucial step in the fight against climate change. Now the industrialized countries have the legal obligation to reduce their emissions, and they have to report them to the global public. I don't believe in questioning whether these goals are achievable or not. The governments decided to do it, they are obligated, and will do everything possible to meet them. 

- The case of Canada is symptomatic: they have warned that they will not be able to meet the Kyoto goals unless the country invests around a billion dollars a year in buying carbon credits from countries like Russia. 
- I can't make judgments about any particular country, but I don't blame governments for using the Protocol's mechanisms. Purchasing emissions reductions is valid through the three instruments of the treaty: emissions trading, joint implementation and the clean development mechanism. The last one seems especially vital because it would allow industrialized countries to meet their goals by investing in clean energy technologies in the developing world. It is a positive partnership for both parties. 

- Critics maintain that the energy and transport industries in the North have resisted moves towards energy efficiency. What is your assessment? 
- Meeting the Kyoto goals is only possible if there are commitments to both sides of the coin. One is the development of renewable energies, the other is energy efficiency, that is, using the available energy more intelligently. I see that the big auto companies are already breaking sales records with hybrid cars (powered by a combination of, for example, electricity and gasoline). Energy efficiency in the transportation industry is very important, but it is also important in other sectors, including in the home. 

- What should be the priority in the debate after Kyoto? 
- The big issue is adaptation to climate change in developing countries, in other words, how to support them in confronting its impacts. But we need to have a very broad vision for future negotiations, for imagining new alliances, more ambitious goals. For example, strengthening cooperation amongst cities, amongst regions, and promoting commitments by corporations to reduce emissions. We need a great deal of imagination. The challenge we face is enormous and we cannot afford to restrict thinking. 

- There has been a proposal for setting a ceiling on the total CO2 concentration in the atmosphere, and based on that, establishing global emissions limits that would also obligate the developing world to reduce greenhouse gases. What do you think of such a proposal? 
- Yes, there has been talk in various forums about establishing that maximum limit. But that does not change a substantial principle agreed in Rio de Janeiro in 1992: shared but differentiated responsibilities in fighting climate change. That means industrialized countries are the ones that should take the lead, make reductions and develop technologies towards a less carbon-intensive economy. 

- Is it plausible that the United States (which has not ratified the Kyoto Protocol) might return to the climate change negotiations? 
- There is a great deal happening now in the United States. There are numerous actions related to climate change, for example, in the state of California, and there is intense national debate on energy policy. Also, the broadening of supply and energy efficiency are crucial economic objectives in the United States. That is why I'm very optimistic. 

- Last week a prominent British scientist said that Antarctica is not a sleeping giant, as the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has described it, but rather is quite awake and could cause a dramatic rise in sea levels. What is your opinion? 
- I am not a climate scientist, but I can say that I was in the Arctic recently and saw with my own eyes the melting of glaciers and that yes, it is a very rapid process. Now, I follow the IPCC assessments and I assure you that all of this information from numerous scientists is taken very seriously and incorporated into the work of the IPCC. 




____________________________________________________________________________________
UN DAILY NEWS – 14 February 2005

In the headlines:

• 
Annan, Security Council condemn 'brutal murder' of former Lebanese Premier Hariri

• 
Secretary-General welcomes Iraqi poll results, pledges continued UN involvement

• 
UN refugee agency gets food, relief aid to Kurds stranded at Iraq-Jordan border

• 
Concerned at looting, UN body calls for renewed protection of Iraq’s heritage

• 
UN welcomes Morocco's arrest of 6 of its peacekeepers for sexual assault in DR of Congo

• 
56,000 in eastern DR of Congo get emergency aid from UN relief agencies

• 
UN rights chief prepares to brief Security Council on possible war crimes in Sudan's Darfur

• 
UN agency seeks to protect bitter harvest of Darfur conflict – babies born of rape
• 
At Munich forum, Annan urges European-US work for global collective security

• 
As deadly violence strikes Togo, Annan urges restraint on all sides

• 
Robust economic growth spurs only marginal global jobs growth – UN agency

• 
UN envoy sees improvements and deficits in Zambia’s fight against HIV/AIDS

Annan, Security Council condemn 'brutal murder' of former Lebanese Premier Hariri 

14 February - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned in the strongest terms the "brutal murder" of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and a number of others, and called on all Lebanese to exercise utmost restraint so as not to further destabilize the already fragile situation in the region. 

The 15-member Security Council also condemned the assassination and sought a briefing from the Secretariat on the situation. 

"Mr. Hariri's death is an immense loss to Lebanon, the region and the international community," Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by his spokesman. 

"He will always be remembered for his dedication to the people of Lebanon, for his success as a statesman and a businessman, for his great achievements in the reconstruction of Lebanon after a long and ugly conflict, and for his courage and directness in public and in private," he added, referring to the 1975-1990 civil war. 

"The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest terms those who instigated, planned and executed this callous political assassination," the statement said. "Such acts are a reversion to a chapter in Lebanon's history that he had hoped was long past. It is imperative that the already fragile situation in the region should not be further destabilized." 

He urged "all Lebanese to exercise utmost restraint, and to use peaceful means in support of their national aspiration to full sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity." 

Last week, Mr. Annan's envoy on the withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon, Terje Roed-Larsen, made his first visit to the Middle East region since his appointment in December. Mr. Roed Larsen is officially known as the Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the implementation of resolution 1559, which was adopted last September and called for the withdrawal of all remaining foreign forces from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and extending Government control over the whole country, met with an array of senior government officials. 

In an initial report in October on the resolution, Mr. Annan said that aside from a UN peacekeeping force, the only significant foreign forces in Lebanon were Syrian. He said Syria indicated it had some 14,000 troops still inside Lebanon stationed near the border, and that it had redeployed about 3,000 other forces. 

Secretary-General welcomes Iraqi poll results, pledges continued UN involvement 

14 February - Secretary General Kofi Annan today welcomed the announcement of the results of Iraq's elections, in which the United Nations played an advisory and technical role, reiterating the world body's commitment to play a full part in the next stages in the transition, including a referendum on a new constitution. 

"They reflect not only the courage and determination of the Iraqi people, but also their commitment to the political transition process that their country is undergoing," Mr. Annan said of the results in a statement issued by his spokesman, calling it an "auspicious day" for the Iraqi people. 

"With the successful completion of this important stage in the transition, the Secretary-General calls upon all Iraqis to come together in a spirit of national reconciliation to move their country forward towards a peaceful, prosperous and democratic future," the statement added, urging that every effort be made to ensure full participation by mainly Sunni Arabs, who did not or could not take part in the elections. 

Sunnis stayed away in large numbers either due to a boycott called by their leaders or security concerns. Mr. Annan said they must be encouraged to participate fully in the next stages leading to the adoption of a national constitution with the broadest possible support. 

"The United Nations is deeply committed to playing a full part in the next stage in the transition, as well as to helping with the subsequent referendum and general election," he added of the vote scheduled for October to approve a new constitution as well as a new presidential and legislative poll set for the end of the year. 

"The United Nations will spare no efforts to meet the expectations of the Iraqi people through this critical period of their country's history," he concluded. 

UN refugee agency gets food, relief aid to Kurds stranded at Iraq-Jordan border 

14 February - The United Nations refugee agency has managed to deliver food and relief supplies to 102 desperate Iranian Kurd refugees, including at least five pregnant women and a large number of children, who have been marooned for up to four weeks on the Iraqi-Jordanian border without access to any assistance. 

On Friday, the Jordanian Hashemite Charity Organization delivered food, plastic sheeting, mattresses, blankets and jerry cans provided by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the same day the agency reported that it had so far not been allowed to bring aid from Jordan to the refugees who are stranded on the Iraqi side of the border. 

The Kurds, from the 20-year-old refugee camp at Al Tash in the violence-torn Fallujah region of Iraq, have not been permitted to enter Jordan or join another group of 660 mostly Iranian Kurds living in a camp in no-man's land between the two countries for the past year-and-a-half. 

UNHCR is trying to confirm reports of more arrivals at the border, possibly expanding the group to 115 refugees. 

The agency has been exploring with the Iraqi authorities the possibility of supplying them from the Iraqi side, not an easy option. It has also discussed two options with the Jordanian authorities – admission or the transport of assistance across the border. 

Concerned at looting, UN body calls for renewed protection of Iraq’s heritage 

14 February - Voicing concern over the continued pillaging of cultural objects in Iraq, a United Nations committee has called for continued efforts by international cultural and police organizations to stem the illicit trafficking of the war-torn country’s heritage. 

At its 13th session ending last week, the Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in case of Illicit Appropriation urged Member States of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to adopt a model Export Certificate for Cultural Objects developed by the agency and the World Customs Organization to facilitate surveillance of such objects to curb illicit trafficking. 

The Committee, comprising 22 Member States, is responsible for seeking ways and means of facilitating bilateral negotiations for the restitution or return of cultural property to its countries of origin, and promoting such restitution. It addressed its call to UNESCO and its partners, the International Council of Museums (ICOM), the world police agency INTERPOL and the Italian Carabinieri police. 

UNESCO has shown great concern over Iraq’s priceless 7,000-year-old cultural heritage ever since widespread looting of museums and archaeological sites was reported during and shortly after the United States-led invasion in 2003. A coordinating body established under the joint auspices of the Iraqi authorities and UNESCO drew up a seven-point blueprint last May for the “immense and vital” challenge of conservation, rehabilitation, capacity building, training and coordination. 

The Committee also took note of the continuing cooperation between the British Museum and Greek museums over the issue of the Parthenon Marbles, and invited UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura to help organize more meetings between the United Kingdom and Greece, “with a view to resolving the question…taking in account at the same time the sensitivities of both sides.” 

It also invited Germany and Turkey “to continue comprehensive bilateral negotiations” over the Sphinx of Bogusköy, which is currently on display at the Berlin Museum. 

In his closing address to the Committee, Mr. Matsuura pointed out that the issues surrounding the return and restitution of cultural property are attracting greater attention than ever before. “In this context, UNESCO continues to be committed to promote its normative and safeguarding action,” he said. 

UN welcomes Morocco's arrest of 6 of its peacekeepers for sexual assault in DR of Congo 

14 February - The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has welcomed the Government of Morocco's decision to arrest six of its soldiers who were accused of sexual assault on civilians in the African Great Lakes country. 

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said it considers that the jailing of the suspects, pending their court martial, "shows that the Moroccan authorities attach as much importance to eradicating sexual abuse within UN peacekeeping missions as does the UN." 

The Mission said it hoped the vigorous and public reaction from the Moroccan Government would serve as an example for other troop-contributing countries to follow. 

According to the web site of the Moroccan Permanent Mission to the United Nations the country has 750 soldiers and four officers in the DRC. 

The UN has no authority to discipline peacekeepers, so it must rely on the troop contributing Governments to take action. 

According to a recent UN report, hungry children have been given payments ranging from a few eggs to a few dollars in exchange for sex. Some of the victims were abandoned orphans and they were often illiterate. One has been said to be a deaf mute. 

Last week, after the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) imposed a curfew and forbade fraternization between peacekeeping troops and the Congolese, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan called for 100 more police and several French-speaking investigators to strengthen MONUC. 

A UN spokesman in New York said that other measures that have already been taken to help combat the problem include clearing brush around UN military camps to make surveillance easier; establishing a curfew from 6 pm to 6 am; shutting down marketing stalls near the UN camps to reduce peacekeepers' contact with the local population; and increasing patrols. 

56,000 in eastern DR of Congo get emergency aid from UN relief agencies 

14 February - As people fleeing fighting between Lendu and Hema militias in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) gathered from Lake Albert northwards, humanitarian workers distributed emergency aid to 56,000 of them, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today. 

"What we are seeing is a flare-up of existing violence in the area, forcing people to flee their homes towards safer areas. The humanitarian community is accustomed to responding to emergency situations in Ituri, but this is a larger-than-usual crisis with the additional challenge of a volatile security environment," said OCHA official Modibo Traoré in Bunia. 

The continued fighting in the Territory of Djugu meant that the movement of humanitarian workers was restricted and they reached only the people around Lake Albert, as well as those people UN peacekeepers were protecting in Tché and Gina, and just north of Bunia in Muhito. 

The joint Rapid Response Fund of OCHA and the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) paid for essential items such as soap, blankets, cooking utensils and clothes to the internally displaced persons (IDPs), while the World Food Programme (WFP) distributed food for up to one month. Other humanitarian groups contributed safe water, medical facilities, latrines and basic fishing equipment, OCHA said. 

According to UN agencies, the current violence in the eastern DRC is part of one of the bloodiest conflicts the world has seen since World War II. Nearly 4 million people are reported to have died in the last six years, the vast majority of them civilians. 

UN rights chief prepares to brief Security Council on possible war crimes in Sudan's Darfur 

14 February - As the top United Nations human rights official prepared to brief the Security Council on reported war crimes in Sudan's western Darfur, scattered reports of violence continued to come in today from the region where tens of thousands of people have been killed and up to 1.85 million others displaced in the past two years. 

The UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said incidents included an armed attack by tribal militia four days ago in South Darfur state, where two civilians were reportedly killed and 1,500 cattle looted. The police intervened and the attackers fled. 

The African Union (AU), which has monitoring teams in the area, is facilitating the return of livestock stolen by the Janjaweed on 9 February in the Kass area of South Darfur where other cattle looting has been reported. 

The AU reported that part of a market was burned down in tribal clashes east of Nyala in which four villagers were allegedly killed and four wounded. 

In North Darfur Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) rebels reportedly attacked Sudanese Government forces east of El Fasher and also allegedly seized nine commercial trucks, UNAMIS said. 

The SLA and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) took up arms against the Government in early 2003, partly in protest at the distribution of economic resources. 

On Wednesday, High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour is to brief the 15-member Security Council in New York on the report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur, which found earlier this month that the Government and Janjaweed militia are responsible for crimes under international law and strongly recommended referring the dossier to the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

While concluding that the Government had not pursued a policy of genocide, the Commission found that Government forces and militias had committed crimes against humanity that "may be no less serious and heinous than genocide," such as indiscriminate killing of civilians, torture, enforced disappearances, destruction of villages, rape and other forms of sexual violence, pillaging and forced displacement. 

The five-person Commission also found credible evidence that rebel forces were responsible for possible war crimes, including murder of civilians and pillage. 

Secretary General Kofi Annan has called on the Council to consider possible sanctions over what the Commission called "serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law amounting to crimes under international law." 

UN agency seeks to protect bitter harvest of Darfur conflict – babies born of rape 

14 February - Dozens of babies are being born in Darfur to mothers raped during the ongoing conflict in western Sudan and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is working to ensure that both mothers and children are not discriminated against, and have opportunities for education and access to health care. 

“They must have an opportunity to be integrated into a larger society and not face discrimination as a result of being the victim of sexual violence,” said UNICEF’s adviser on sexual violence, Pamela Shifman. 

A recent UN report into war crimes in the region highlighted widespread attacks on women and girls, some as young as 10, in the two-year conflict between Government and rebel forces in which more than 2.5 million people have been affected and marauding Janjaweed militias have forced communities to abandon their villages and flee to urban areas or camps in neighbouring Chad. 

Sexual violence is used in war to humiliate and weaken communities and the report describes how in Kutum in March 2004, for example, 150 soldiers and Janjaweed abducted and raped 16 girls. The legacy of such atrocities lives on when babies are born and there is a fear among humanitarian aid workers that young mothers and their children could be ostracized as a result of what they’ve been through. 

“What we know in Darfur, like many places in the world, often the women and the girls who are raped feel shame,” Ms. Shifman said. “They experience stigma, discrimination as a result of the rape. So UNICEF is working to ensure that the stigma of the rape is attached to the perpetrator where it belongs and not to the women and girls who are the victims. And this extends to children who are born as a result of rape.” 

She noted that the communities she talked with in Darfur insisted that they would not ostracize rape victims and the children born under these circumstances. But the children may be closely monitored while growing up for any characteristics that resemble their violent fathers, she added. 

She said one of the main concerns women and girls raise is the constant threat of rape they face when they leave camp to collect firewood. “Darfur is largely a desert and women and girls are walking for miles and miles to collect enough firewood to feed themselves and their families,” she explained. 

To minimize the exposure of women and girls to attack, UNICEF is working to develop locally produced, fuel-effective stoves which use much less firewood. These would cut down the time spent outside the relative safety of the camps. 

At Munich forum, Annan urges European-US work for global collective security 

13 February - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on officials gathered in Germany at a leading forum on security to support efforts to strengthen the United Nations so that its system of collective security can better respond to changing conditions in the world. 

“I have come here today to call on Europe and America to think ahead, and to help plant the seeds of long-term global collective security,” the Secretary-General told the forty-first Munich Conference on Security Policy. 

He previewed a report that will be presented to UN members in March outlining “the most far-reaching reform of the international security system since the establishment of the United Nations in 1945.” 

That report will draw heavily on the recommendations of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, which cover a wide spectrum of global issues. 

Mr. Annan offered several vivid examples of the interdependence of today's world, including the global economic impact of a terrorist attack in a major city and the potentially rapid spread of a new deadly disease. 

“In strengthening the security of others, we protect the security of our own,” he declared. 

The Secretary-General urged preventive action against major threats, stressing the need to galvanize countries in the fight against terrorism. Toward that end, he pledged to outline next month in Madrid – the city struck last March by a devastating terrorist attack – a strategy to fight the scourge. 

At the same time, Mr. Annan acknowledged that prevention may fail, and in such cases “we may have to consider the use of force.” He cited the imperative of Security Council action to protect citizens from genocide or other mass atrocities. 

He also addressed the case of Darfur, Sudan. Last month, a UN Commission of Inquiry found that the civilian population there had been brutalized by war crimes and possibly crimes against humanity. The Security Council is now considering how to ensure that those responsible are held to account for their crimes, while a badly under-resourced African Union has been taking the lead in deploying peacekeepers. 

“Additional measures are urgently required,” the Secretary-General said. “Those organizations with real capacity – and NATO as well as the European Union are well represented in this room – must give serious consideration to what, in practical terms, they can do to help end this tragedy.” 

He conceded that peace-building efforts succeed only one time out of two. “Half of the civil wars that appear to have been resolved by peace agreements tragically slide back into conflict within five years,” he observed. 

The UN is stretched thin, with more than 75,000 personnel deployed in 18 peace operations on four continents, while a 19th operation is planned for Sudan. “For the foreseeable future, the global demand will outstrip the capacity of the UN to respond – particularly when only one in five of our uniformed personnel comes from developed countries,” he warned. 

Ultimately, collective security will flourish in a world of peaceful and capable States, able to exercise their sovereignty responsibly, and to deal with internal stresses before they erupt in conflict, harming their own citizens and threatening others, he said. 

“We cannot build a safer world unless we take democratization, development and human rights seriously,” he said. “The United Nations advances these causes every day.” 

As deadly violence strikes Togo, Annan urges restraint on all sides 

12 February - Following a deadly clash today in Togo's turbulent capital, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on those responsible to reign in their actions. 

The security situation is deteriorating in the West African country, with violence in Lomé causing deaths and injuries. 

Togo has been engulfed in a political crisis since its long-serving President, Gnassingbe Eyadema, died a week ago. 

Under the Togolese Constitution, the President of the National Assembly should have become acting president until fresh elections were held within 60 days. 

Instead, President Eyadema's son, Faure Gnassingbe, a cabinet minister, was appointed Head of State shortly after his father's death, and the Constitution was hastily amended. 

In a statement released today by a UN spokesman, Mr. Annan called on all sides “to exercise maximum restraint while efforts continue to find an early and peaceful solution to the country's current crisis.” 

Robust economic growth spurs only marginal global jobs growth – UN agency 

14 February - With global employment improving only slightly in 2004 at a disappointing rate of 1.7 per cent despite robust economic growth, and unemployment decreasing by only two-tenths of a percentage point, job-stimulating policies are essential, the United Nations labour agency reported today. 

“While any global decline in unemployment is positive, we must not lose sight of the reality that employment creation still remains a major challenge for policy makers,” International Labour Organization (ILO) Director-General Juan Somavia said of the agency’s Global Employment Trends, which showed the first drop in joblessness since 2000 and only the second in a decade. 

“In other words, we need policies that encourage more employment intensive growth,” he added. 

While unemployment worldwide declined last year to 6.1 per cent from 6.3 per cent, or to 184.7 million from 185.2 million in 2003, unemployment in Europe and Central Asia remained unchanged at 35 million, according to the report and an analysis prepared for the Seventh ILO European Regional Meeting opening today in Budapest, Hungary. 

The report said a robust global economic growth rate of 5 per cent in 2004 played a large role in these developments but global employment growth of 47.7 million, an increase of only 1.7 per cent in total jobs worldwide, remained disappointing and employment as a share of the working age population stayed virtually unchanged at 61.8 per cent in 2004. 

The study said that in addition to creating new jobs, other key challenges facing policy-makers included eliminating the deficit of decent work as drops in unemployment rates do not in themselves indicate improvements in that field. They are only the tip of the iceberg and the focus of policy should therefore not be on unemployment alone, but also on the conditions of work of those who are employed. 

It called for urgent action to provide sufficient international aid as rapidly as possible for reconstruction of workplaces, equipment, infrastructure and workers' health in areas affected by the Indian Ocean tsunami as well as adequate policies on HIV/AIDS in the workplace to address the massive anticipated loss of workers to the labour market as a result of the epidemic. 

Latin American and the Caribbean showed the strongest decline in unemployment, dropping to 8.6 per cent from 9.3 per cent in 2003, but the improvement in the employment picture was more modest elsewhere. 

In the developed economies, there was only a slight decline to 7.2 per cent from 7.4 per cent. In Southeast Asia and the Pacific, the rate evolved to 6.4 per cent from 6.5 per cent, while in South Asia the change was to 4.7 per cent from 4.8 per cent. The rate remained unchanged in East Asia at 3.3 per cent and in the Middle East and North Africa at 11.7 per cent. In sub-Saharan Africa, unemployment edged up slightly to 10.1 per cent from 10.0 per cent despite a 4.4 per cent growth rate in gross domestic product. 

UN envoy sees improvements and deficits in Zambia’s fight against HIV/AIDS 

14 February - Thanks to the United Nations-sponsored fund to fight AIDS and other diseases, Zambia may reach a target of treating 100,000 of its citizens living with the illness by the end of the year, up from about 18,000 people now, the UN envoy on AIDS said today. 

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, launched by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, gave the southern African country $253 million, enabling the Government to expand its free AIDS treatment into rural areas. With the political leadership engaged as never before, the commitment has filtered through the society and generated unprecedented optimism, Mr. Annan’s Special Envoy on HIV/AIDS in Africa, Stephen Lewis, told a news conference today at UN Headquarters in New York. 

“No matter where we went, the level of awareness of the pandemic was intense. To be sure, it was largely focused on the urgent need for treatment, but it also came through in conversation after conversation at the grassroots, about prevention and care and orphans and the special plight of women,” he said. “Once a country has reached such an all-embracing public dialogue, the winds of change are irreversible.” 

The roles of the Global Fund, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and, partly the World Bank, could not be underestimated, Mr. Lewis said, nor could help from the United Kingdom, which was giving money to improve capacity in the social sectors, and from the United States. 

Mr. Lewis had issued heartfelt appeals last June to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) not to drag the gruelling austerity programme it had imposed on Zambia to the first quarter of this year, but to end it last December as originally planned. He said the resulting economic crisis was having a grave impact on the spread of HIV/AIDS in the country. 

Today he said, “Zambia has just met the IMF conditions imposed on debt relief, so that the excruciating debt service – tallied at $290.5 million owing to the International Financial Institutions in 2003 – may now (although it’s never certain) be alleviated.” 

Meanwhile, on the deficit side, there was a growing contagion of sexual assault and some 23 per cent of children were orphans, he said. 

A UN report released last week showed the expenditures on armaments had now reached $1 trillion a year, he said. 

“The Global Fund is asking for less than three-tenths of 1 per cent of that and can’t seem to get it,” he said. 

UN envoy urges visiting Serbian President to show Kosovo that Belgrade will foster trust 

13 February - The senior United Nations envoy for Kosovo today urged the visiting Serbian President to send positive signals on Belgrade's readiness to build bridges of trust. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative, Søren Jessen-Petersen, voiced hope that Serbian President Boris Tadic would use his first visit to Kosovo since 1999 to obtain a complete view of the current situation in the province. 

During their meeting at the headquarters of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), the envoy also suggested that the Serbian leader speak with representatives of all communities. 

Mr. Jessen-Petersen noted that progress is needed in reaching standards set for Kosovo in the areas of freedom of movement and the return of displaced persons. In this context, he encouraged once more the full participation of Kosovo Serbs in the political and democratic process in order to ensure that maximum progress could be made on issues important to them. 

In the meeting, the envoy and the President also discussed the reconstruction of religious monuments. The Provisional Institutions of Self-Government and UNMIK have made funds available and work is ready to proceed, pending a re-engagement of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the process. 

Observance of Afghan women's rights improves, but backlash always threatens – UN 

14 February - Since Afghanistan's Taliban Government fell in 2001, Afghan women have "made historic gains, with the support of the international community," but their participation in public life has been circumscribed by the continuing lack of security and reformers had to be careful not to stir up the traditional hostility to women's advancement, a new United Nations report says. 

A report from UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to the Economic and Social Council's (ECOSOC) Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) says after the fall of the Taliban government "women came to the fore of the political life in the country and contributed to the new constitution, which clearly affirms equality between men and women." 

On the other hand, progress has been uneven from region to region and the volatile security situation limits women's participation in public life and their access to education, health care and the working world, he says. 

The ability of the Government to cope with these issues is still developing "and the focus on gender mainstreaming in all line ministries will require a more comprehensive strategy by the Government," as well as continuous funding and coordinated support from the international community, he says. 

Mr. Annan cautions, however, that "the history of Afghanistan has repeatedly shown that efforts to strengthen women's status inherently carry the danger of a backlash." Staying the course would require serious engagement and political will on the part of national and international actors and on the ability of Afghan women themselves to hold the Government and the international community accountable for their commitments. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) should urgently fulfil its pledge to expand the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) outside the capital Kabul and draw up special measures to protect women leaders and their families in particular and women in general. 

Among the Government's tasks were to "prohibit the confinement of women in the custody of private individuals; release women prisoners held in State detention centres for actions that do not constitute crimes under Afghan law; and provide them with adequate support for reintegration into their communities." 

Second region in Afghanistan now disarmed, UN announces 

13 February - The Jalalabad region of Afghanistan has become the country's second to be disarmed, a United Nations spokesperson announced today. 

“As we speak seven regions are still undergoing disarmament,” Ariane Quentier told reporters in the capital Kabul. 

Jalalabad joins Mazar-i-Sharif in being fully decommissioned, according to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). Nationally, more than 39,000 military personnel have disarmed in the country. 

Although Jalalabad has been declared disarmed about 300 personnel remain on duty in order to guard military equipment, Ms. Quentier said. 

In a related development, UNAMA announced that the total number of heavy weapons collected in Afghanistan now exceeds 8,400. 

UN rushing relief aid to Pakistan as flooding and avalanches hit 

14 February - With heavy snow causing avalanches, torrential rains bursting a dam and both killing at least 300 people in Pakistan, United Nations relief agencies were rushing aid supplies to the region. 

The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) sent emergency food, water purification tablets, blankets and other necessities by truck to Bela for immediate distribution. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) were adding tents ands other shelter items, while the World Health Organization (WHO) contributed $25,000 worth of medical supplies. 

Some 40,000 acres of crops were completely destroyed, an estimated 4,000 families were homeless and half a million had been affected by the rain, according to OCHA. 

A UN Disaster Management Team, which expected to be in Gawadar, Balochistan, by tomorrow, would include representatives of UNICEF, WHO, the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and would help the Pakistani Government with its own efforts, it said. 

In Balochistan, after rain fell heavily for more than two weeks, the Shadi Kaur Dam burst last Thursday night, leaving 82 dead and 1,500 missing, while over 5,500 people were trapped by floodwater and many houses were destroyed, it said. 

In the Azad Jammu and Kashmir region a huge avalanche buried 42 people alive on Friday, bringing the death toll in the Northwest Frontier Province to 194, OCHA said. 

UN food programme appeals for tsunami-scale aid for Africa’s hungry 

14 February - With 22 million people in Africa desperately short of food and donations dropping, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today called for the global community to respond to the continent’s hunger with the same commitment and compassion shown towards the survivors of December’s Indian Ocean tsunami. 

“By responding so vigorously to the tsunami, the world admirably demonstrated how much it cares for millions of people facing extraordinary suffering,” WFP Executive Director James Morris said. 

“The challenge we now face is to ensure that a ‘tsunami effect’ does not ripple across Africa, drawing funds away from humanitarian operations there and adding Sudanese, Angolan and Liberian victims to its toll. I'm sure that donors to the tsunami disaster will not allow their generosity to be at the expense of hungry people in Africa, however far from the global spotlight they are,” he added. 

Donations in January to WFP’s operations in Africa dropped by 21 per cent to $24 million compared to $29 million for the month last year. Globally, contributions to WFP’s work in Africa represented just 8 per cent of the total received by the agency, compared with 20 per cent in January 2004. 

Despite a welcome increase of $80 million early this month, donations for Africa amount to just 5 per cent of the $1.9 billion needed by WFP to reach the most vulnerable and hungry people there this year. Overall food needs in Africa represent two-thirds of WFP’s global requirements. 

This stands in stark contrast to the almost full funding pledged towards the UN’s tsunami appeal for $977 million, launched in January. The cost of assisting a tsunami survivor is estimated at $1.07 per person per day in 2005 under the joint UN appeal, compared with just $0.16 per person for assistance in Africa. 

For the 26 December tsunami, which killed more than 200,000 people and left up to 5 million more in need of basic services in a dozen countries, WFP appealed for food for up to 2 million people and has received full funding for that at $0.51 per person per day. 

WFP’s current emergency operation to help people return home to southern Sudan and rebuild their lives is funded at just 7 per cent with a massive shortfall of $279 million. Rations for Sudanese and other refugees in Ethiopia have been slashed by nearly a third as a result of funding shortages. In five countries across southern Africa, where 5.6 million people are struggling against the triple threat of HIV/AIDS, food insecurity and their dwindling capacity to produce food, WFP has so far received less than 10 per cent of contributions needed to help them survive through 2007. 

WFP was forced to cut rations for more than 2.8 million people in southern Africa in the second half of last year due to a shortage of funds. As stability returns to West Africa, there is an urgent need to restore communities and secure peace after over a decade of war. But WFP operations in Liberia are suffering from serious shortfalls and since June it had to reduce rations for hundreds of thousands of refugees and displaced people. 

WHO tends to 40,000 pregnant women left homeless by tsunami 

14 February - The United Nations health agency is working with national authorities to ensure safe childbirth services in the coming weeks to an estimated 40,000 pregnant women left homeless as a result of the Indian Ocean tsunami in South Asia. 

“We need to provide skilled care to these 40,000 mothers-to-be, and pay special attention to the thousands of new lives coming into the world in the coming weeks,” World Health Organization (WHO) Assistant Director-General for Family and Community Health Joy Phumaphi said. 

“We must do everything we can to save the health and future of the affected communities. Timely access to health facilities and services for mothers and babies must be a priority,” she added of the programme directed principally to Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives. 

The Director for WHO’s Southeast Asia Region, Samlee Plianbangchang, noted that in a disaster where entire families and neighbourhoods have been lost, mothers, newborns and young children are the most vulnerable. 

“Even under normal circumstances, maternal and child health is a matter of major concern in the Region,” he said. “Maternal deaths in this region account for one third of the total number of global deaths and over 3 million children die below the age of 5 in this region annually, mostly from preventable causes. The tsunami has further added to the pressure.” 

WHO, in its role as technical coordinator for all health assistance in affected countries, has stressed the need for every camp to have a pregnancy and childbirth care site that provides antenatal, childbirth, postpartum and newborn care. It addresses special food needs, including nutritional enhancement and support for mothers to exclusively breastfeed newborns. 

For young children, WHO is emphasizing the need for providing treatment for diarrhoea, measles, malaria and malnutrition. Simplified guidelines for integrated management of common childhood illnesses have also been disseminated to countries for their use. 

UN human rights envoy calls on Barbados not to violate laws by executing prisoner 

14 February - A United Nations human rights expert has called on Barbados not to execute a convicted prisoner whose execution was scheduled to take place today, saying it would violate the Caribbean island’s international legal obligations. 

"For the past 20 years Barbados has not executed any condemned prisoner. There are several reasons why this is not the right context in which to usher in a policy sea change," the Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights dealing with extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Professor Philip Alston, said over the weekend. 

[The country's high court today granted Mr. Atkins a stay of execution pending a hearing by a court of appeal. He had been sentenced to hang for a murder committed in 2000.] 

"The first is that the case has yet to be heard by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Government of Barbados has affirmed in the past its commitment to respect the right of those sentenced to death to petition that body. It is thus essential to await the outcome of that process." 

Secondly, although the British Privy Council agreed last year that the death penalty for Frederick Atkins was consistent with the constitution of Barbados, it took pains to highlight the fact that a mandatory death penalty clearly violated international law by ignoring extenuating circumstances, he said. 

The Privy Council in London is the court of last resort for many Commonwealth members, including Barbados. 

Executing Mr. Atkins on the basis of a mandatory death sentence provision would be an extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary execution, the law professor said. 

Four injured as UN helicopter crashes in Côte d'Ivoire 

13 February - Four members of the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Côte d'Ivoire were injured yesterday when the helicopter they were riding in crashed. 

The four were taken to a hospital for care following the incident, which took place at the airport in Daloa, located in the country's centre. 

The UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) said the cause of the crash is under investigation. 

Journalists are working in growing insecurity – UNESCO 

14 February - After a flurry of denunciations of individual murders, attacks and kidnappings of journalists, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has voiced increasing concern at the growing insecurity in which journalists in general exercise their profession. 

“Attacks targeting journalists are blows against democracy, which depends largely on the media’s ability to gather information and communicate it to the public,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement. “All too often, a journalist’s mission is carried out in intolerable security conditions.” 

He then cited a slew of recent incidents, including an attack against an entire group of journalists in Wana, Pakistan, when assailants machine-gunned a minibus in which several journalists were travelling, killing Amir Nawab Khan of the Associated Press Television News and The Frontier Post and Allah Noor Wazir of Khyber TV in Peshawar, the Pakistani daily The Nation and the German news agency DPA. 

Those injured were Anwar Shakir who worked in Wana for Agence France Presse and Zardad Khan from Al-Jazeera television. 

“No society can function in a just and satisfactory manner if it betrays basic democratic principles to this degree,” Mr. Matsuura said, calling it “an act of terrorism, aimed at forcing rare observers to flee.” 

He also noted the death of Iraqi journalist Abdel Hussein Khazaal who was killed with his three-year-old son last week in Basra, southern Iraq. “When journalists are targeted, it is an attack on freedom of expression, a right guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” he said. 

Mr. Matsuura condemned, too, the murder of Kate Peyton of the BBC, shot down last week outside her hotel in Mogadishu, Somalia, and evoked the kidnappings in Iraq of Guiana Serena of Italy and Florence Augends of France and her Iraqi interpreter Hussein Hanoi as more dramatic examples of the media’s perilous working conditions. 

UNESCO’s mandate includes the defence of freedom of expression and press freedom. 

UNICEF dispatches aid to flood-hit Venezuela 

11 February - Aiming to ease the emergency conditions caused by recent flooding in Venezuela, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has allocated $100,000 for initial relief efforts being carried out in coordination with the country's Government. 

The agency will seek first to re-establish basic services for children, provide psychosocial support and dispatch supplies such as water purification tablets. 

Tomorrow, counseling will begin in the state of Falcón, one of seven major areas affected by the flooding, which officials estimate has killed more than a dozen people and displaced 18,000 others. 

UNICEF's senior representative in Venezuela, Anna Lucia D'Emilio, stressed the importance of keeping affected children with their families. She said the agency is coordinating its efforts with national authorities to ensure the strict protection of human rights during the crisis. 

Over the course of this week, heavy rains have caused flooding in the states of Vargas, Carabobo, Yaracuy, Falcón, Aragua, Miranda, and in the Metropolitan District of Caracas. Landslides have occurred also in Vargas and Miranda states. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

And The Spokesman For The General Assembly President
 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon,

**Guest at Noon
I wanted to delay a bit while the President of the Security Council spoke to you at the stakeout.

Our guest today is Stephen Lewis, very well known to you, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa.  And he’ll be briefing on a recent visit he paid to Zambia.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding events in Beirut today:

“The Secretary-General has learned with great sadness and shock of the brutal murder in the heart of Beirut today of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri of Lebanon, together with two former ministers and a number of others.

“Mr. Hariri’s death is an immense loss to Lebanon, the region and the international community.  He will always be remembered for his dedication to the people of Lebanon, for his success as a statesman and a businessman, for his great achievements in the reconstruction of Lebanon after a long and ugly conflict, and for his courage and directness in public and in private.  The Secretary-General sends his deepest condolences to Mr. Hariri’s wife and family, as well as to all the other bereaved families.

“The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest terms those who instigated, planned and executed this callous political assassination.  Such acts are a reversion to a chapter in Lebanon’s history that he had hoped was long past.  It is imperative that the already fragile situation in the region should not be further destabilized.

“Meanwhile, the Secretary-General urges all Lebanese to exercise utmost restraint, and to use peaceful means in support of their national aspiration to full sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.”

**Secretary-General in Munich
The Secretary-General yesterday addressed the forty-first Munich Conference on Security Policy, in which he called on Europe and America “to think ahead and to help plant the seeds of long-term global collective security”.  The message is simple, he said:  “Our global security environment has been transformed, and our global collective security system, including the United Nations, must be transformed too.”

He laid out a four-part formula to realize this vision:  First, strengthen our collective defences; second, when prevention fails, consider the use of force; third, equip ourselves to build lasting peace in war-torn lands; and fourth, take democratization, development and human rights seriously.

The Secretary-General turned to Sudan, and said, “People are dying every single day while we fail to protect them.”  He said that organizations with real capacity, including NATO and the European Union, must give serious consideration to what, in practical terms, they can do to help end this tragedy.

In the margins of the conference, the Secretary-General met with the German Foreign Minister, Joschka Fischer, who had just returned from visiting the tsunami-devastated province of Aceh, in Indonesia.  They also discussed Israeli-Palestinian issues, post-election Iraq, the Iranian nuclear issue and Afghanistan.

On Saturday, the Secretary-General had met with German President Horst Kohler, Defence Minister Peter Struck, and two opposition leaders, Angela Merkel and Edmund Stoiber, as well as with NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, and Javier Solana, the European Union High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy. 

On Saturday evening, the Secretary-General was presented the first “Peace through Dialogue” award at a dinner ceremony.

**DRC - Moroccan Soldiers Arrested
The Moroccan Mission to the United Nations, in a press release over the weekend, announced that it has arrested six of its soldiers serving as peacekeepers in the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, (MONUC) following allegations of sexual violence against Congolese civilians.

The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has welcomed the decision by the Moroccan Government to make public its decision. 

MONUC considers that the jailing of the suspects -- pending their prosecution by a Court Martial -- shows that the Moroccan authorities attach as much importance to eradicating sexual abuse within UN peacekeeping missions as does the UN. 

The mission hopes that the vigorous and public reaction of Morocco will serve as an example and that other troop-contributing countries will follow.

We will have more on this shortly in a press release from the UN mission.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on Togo
On Saturday, we issued the following statement attributable to the Spokesman on the situation in Togo:

“The Secretary-General is concerned over the deteriorating security situation in Togo.  He expresses his sadness over deaths and injuries that have resulted from the violent incident in Lomé on 12 February.  He calls on all sides to exercise maximum restraint, while efforts continue to find an early and peaceful solution to the country’s current crisis.” 

**Security Council
The Security Council held consultations today on the election of a member of the International Court of Justice.

Tomorrow, the Security Council has scheduled a formal meeting to elect a judge to the Court to replace Judge Gilbert Guillaume of France, who is retiring.

**Security Council - Sudan
At 4 p.m. on Wednesday, the Security Council has scheduled a briefing by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, on the Report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur.

**Sudan
UNICEF draws attention to dozens of babies being born in Darfur to mothers raped during the ongoing conflict in western Sudan, referring to a recent UN report on war crimes in the region, which has highlighted widespread attacks on women and girls.

In an effort to minimize women and girls’ exposure to attack, UNICEF says it is working to develop locally produced, fuel-effective stoves which use much less firewood.  These would cut down on time spent outside the relative safety of the camps.

Meanwhile, for those who have already been attacked, UNICEF says it is working to ensure that both the mothers and the children are not discriminated against, have opportunities for education and have an opportunity to receive health care.

The UN Mission, meanwhile, continues to report on attacks in Darfur, including incidents over the weekend in south Darfur.  

There is an update in my office with details.

**Kosovo
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, yesterday received Serbian President Boris Tadic at the headquarters of the UN Mission in Kosovo.

Jessen-Petersen noted progress in implementing Kosovo’s standards, but acknowledged that more could be done to facilitate freedom of movement and the return of displaced persons.  He also called for the full participation of Kosovo Serbs in the political and democratic process.

Tadic’s visit is the first of a Serbian President to Kosovo since 1999.  We have more in a press release on that upstairs. 

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan says that Jalalabad has become the second region in Afghanistan to be completely disarmed.  The Mission said yesterday that the First Corps in Jalalabad has now finished its disarmament, with that region and Mazar-el-Sharif now fully decommissioned.

The Mission says that the total number of military personnel who have been disarmed throughout the country is more than 39,000.  And we have more in the briefing notes from Kabul upstairs.

**Pakistan Floods
The UN Disaster Management Team in Pakistan is helping that country’s Government to cope with heavy snowfall and rains that have killed more than 300 people.

As an immediate step, UNICEF is rushing a truckload of relief items -- including emergency food rations and water purification tablets -- to Pakistan’s western region of Balochistan. 

For their part, the UN refugee agency is contributing tents to survivors, and the World Health Organization is donating emergency medical supplies.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Georgia
Now, turning to Georgia, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, arrived in Tbilisi today, to discuss the peace process between Georgia and Abkhazia with Georgian officials.  He will also meet with Abkhaz de facto officials in Sukhumi.

And we have a press release on that upstairs.

**WFP – Africa
We must ensure that the tsunami does not draw funds away from hungry Africans, James Morris, said today.  He’s the head of the World Food Programme (WFP).

Currently, donations to WFP’s operations in Africa for 2005 amount to just 5 per cent of the nearly 2 billion dollars needed.  Last January those donations dropped by 21 per cent.

We have a press release with more on that upstairs.

** DSG Press Conference
At noon tomorrow, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will be here to brief you on two issues addressed in the interim report of the independent Inquiry Committee on the UN oil-for-food programme.  Those are UN procurement and reform of audit and oversight.

And following that, I will have my regular daily briefing.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Finally, a press conference tomorrow at 11:00, Ambassador Cesar Mayoral of Argentina, the Chairman of the Al-Qaida Taliban Sanctions Committee, and Richard Barrett, Coordinator of the Al-Qaida Taliban Monitoring Team, will be here to brief you on the Team’s second report.

That’s all I have for you.

I believe we’re also going to have a statement on the Iraqi elections that is going through the final clearance and I hope to get it any second.

Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, when the SG says that the killing of Rafik al-Hariri may be a reversion, as you said, to a chapter of Lebanese history that he thought was long over, can you be a little bit more specific what he means by that?  

Spokesman:  I don’t think I need to be, really.  I mean, you know about the Lebanon civil war.  You know the destruction and death that it caused, over a long period of time, throughout the country.  Mr. Hariri was instrumental in rebuilding Beirut.  And the hope was that there would be no return to the violence.  That it was a chapter of history.

So, he’s hoping that this bloody assassination attempt will not be a return to the days of civil war in Lebanon.

Question:  Doesn’t he feel that the act does bring Lebanon closer to a civil war?

Spokesman:  He does not want to speculate about that now, except to say that there’s a red flag.  It’s a warning signal.  And he urges Lebanese to pull back; think hard and not sink back into the old days of civil war. 

Question:  Just one more, if I may.  Regardless of who actually carried out the killing of Rafik al-Hariri, does the SG have an assessment of the repercussions for that killing in terms of Syrian politics inside Syria?

Spokesman:  I have to limit myself to the statement.

Yes, James?

Question:  Fred, first on Lebanon, the President of the Security Council just said that the Security Council has requested a report on the bombing from the Secretariat.  First of all, who is going to?  Is that Terje Roed-Larsen is going to write the report and when do you think that report might come?

Spokesman:  You’re hitting me with that cold.  So, let me find out.  Mr. Larsen is here in New York, following his recent visit to the region.  And Mr. de Mistura is in Baghdad and has not yet been replaced as our envoy in Beirut.  So, I’ll have to find out for you (a) who will do it and; (b) what the timeframe might be.

Question:  And just sort of a couple of little things.  One is you sort of talked about Louise Arbour and Darfur.  (Inaudible)...investigating what that was?
Spokesman:  She has been invited to brief the Security Council, I think I said on Wednesday regarding -- yes, 4 p.m. on Wednesday -- regarding the report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur regarding possible genocide, crimes against humanity.

Question:  And a third little thing, in-house.  The last we heard, is that you had submitted your resignation to the Secretary-General.  Did the Secretary-General accept it or did he reject it?  Or did he...(Inaudible)?

Spokesman:  Well, that’s a private matter between me and the Secretary-General and we can talk about it outside the briefing room, if you don’t mind.

Richard?

Question:  Well, while you’re here, any reaction from the UN to the ABC Brian Ross report which showed UN peacekeepers taking prostitutes in Congo into a van with UN logos; and William Swing, the UN’s man there said, “Well, I will look into it.”  What’s been the reaction to this?  Is the no-sex, no-fraternization rule really holding in all these countries?  I know the Secretary-General asked for more people to check on it.  

Spokesman:  Well, I think what we have been doing in recent weeks and even months, is in reaction to the kinds of images you saw on television.  So, the Secretary-General’s letter to the Security Council of last week announcing the no-fraternization policy is just one step.  We have cleared areas around UN military camps of brush to make surveillance of the camps easier.  We have imposed a curfew from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  We have announced a no-fraternization rule.  We’ve shut down little stalls of local people selling things on the fringes of the camp to reduce the contact between the soldiers and local people.  And we’ve increased police patrols and we’ve asked for more police.

So, those I think are all the things that we’re doing to get this awful situation under control.  And of course, as I just mentioned, we’ve welcomed the announcement of the Moroccan Government over the weekend, because we can’t do it alone. 

The discipline, and where necessary, the judicial action against soldiers is clearly the responsibility of the troop contributors.  So, it has to be good, clear guidelines laid down by the UN mission and then rigorous follow-up on the part of the troop contributors.

Question:  So, the UN is still not taking any eventual responsibility for the babies that you mentioned UNICEF talked about; well, in Congo and elsewhere?  Forget the UNICEF reference too; babies that have been born through rape by UN peacekeepers.

Spokesman:  I don’t have anything on that.  I’ll have to see what we have, what our position is that on that.  I honestly don’t know.  [He later said that military are the responsibility of their governments.  For civilians for whom paternity is proven, child support can be deducted form UN salaries.]

Yes?

Question:  Did Mr. Larsen believe that Mr. Hariri’s life was in danger?

Spokesman:  I’d have to let him speak to that.  As I said, he’s in New York.  I don’t know that he’s taking press calls, but he’s just across the street and I have not spoken to him this morning.

Question:  Do you suppose you could make him available to us?

Spokesman:  I could ask, yes.

Okay.  So, Stephen, come on up and talk to us about Zambia and then we’ll get to Djibril on the General Assembly.

[Issued separately]

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon,

The working group on the Convention against the Reproductive Cloning of Human Beings is meeting the whole day today in a closed session to discuss the text of a declaration against reproductive cloning. 

This morning the Open-Ended Working Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and Other Matters related to the Security Council was meeting.  This is the second meeting of the Working Group; following the meeting the group will hold an informal meeting. 

In his address to the Working Group this morning, General Assembly President Jean Ping suggested to the Member States to dedicate the coming meetings of the Working Group to discussing issues of working methods of the Security Council and transparency of its work.  The report of the High-Level Panel calls, in paragraph 258, for “the process to improve transparency and accountability be incorporated and formalized in the Council’s rules of procedure”.  This is what the Working Group will be focused on for the coming few meetings but of course it will review all the other subjects relating to the Security Council reform.

The two Vice-Chairmen, from Bahamas and Lichtenstein, will be working closely with the Permanent Representatives of Panama and of the Netherlands.

The third item of this briefing:  last Friday you received an interim briefing on the continuation of the exchange of views on findings and recommendations of the United Nations Millennium project 2005.  Here is a more substantive report on the results of the meeting based on the closing remarks of General Assembly President Jean Ping.  This briefing will be divided into two parts:  comments of a general nature offered by delegations; and specific comments on the ten recommendations contained in the report.

Fifty-two delegations took the floor during the three informal sessions and offered these comments:  several delegations welcomed the fact that the report established a clear linkage between development and security; delegations also noted with satisfaction the statement by the report that it is still possible to reach the Millennium Development Goals provided that the development partners respect their commitments.  In this connection, several speakers pointed out, with satisfaction, the emphasis placed by the Report on the need to reinforce the capacities of developing countries.

“Development is not limited to the sole achievement of the Millennium Development Goals” said some speakers, adding that it was a much broader phenomenon.

Some delegations deplored the fact that the Report did not focus more substantively on important development questions that had been raised during past United Nations Summits.

Now, here are specific comments on the 10 recommendations contained in the report.

You may recall that recommendation 1 of Jeffrey Sachs’ report has to do with the adoption of poverty reduction strategies.  In connection with that recommendation, several speakers welcomed the analysis of the report, according to which each government should adopt a development strategy based on its own national realities and taking into account its own goals.

Recommendation 2 deals with the principals and means behind poverty reduction strategies.  And here too, several delegations stressed the importance of ownership by countries and regions of their development strategies, priorities and programmes.

Recommendation 3 received support from delegations.  That recommendation focused on the formulation and implementation of poverty reduction strategies in a transparent and inclusive manner.

Recommendation 4 was the subject of several comments, and you will recall that recommendation deals with the focus by international donors on those countries with a potential for an accelerated achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  In this connection, several delegations felt that it was necessary to study further the suggested selection criteria for such countries; that the least developed countries, landlocked ones, the poorest among the countries and small island developing States should not be forgotten.  That political conditionality should be avoided in the selection of countries; and that recipient countries should be invited in the definition of selection criteria.

On recommendation 5, which focuses on “quick-win” measures, this had also to be the subject of national ownership as an approach, said some delegations.

Several delegations shared information on ways in which their countries are adapting national strategies to regional initiatives, as stipulated in recommendation 6.

The need to increase official development assistance (ODA) highlighted in recommendation 7, was the subject of discussions and focus by delegations.  And several participants agreed that only a doubling of the ODA could lead to the achievement of the MDGs. 

As for recommendation 8 and the opening of markets and the completion of the Doha cycle by 2006, several delegations added that such measures should be accompanied by a set of rules, bearing in mind the specific needs of developing countries.

Addressing recommendation 9 on scientific research for development, delegations stressed the need for adequate transfer of technologies to developing countries.

On the issue of strengthening of coordination not only in the United Nations but also at national levels, as contained in recommendation 10, several speakers underlined the important role that the United Nations, especially the Economic and Social Council, could play in coordination and oversight of commitments made by Member States.

Finally, President Ping encouraged delegations to continue consultations bearing in mind the meeting of 22 February, which will focus on the two reports:  the Jeffrey Sachs’ report; and the Report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.

That’s all I have for you, any questions?

If not, thank you.

* *** *
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