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Boston Herald

Expert: Business shouldn't ignore global warming 
by Kay Lazar 
Tuesday, January 14, 2003
A top executive from the world's second-largest reinsurance company warned yesterday that U.S. businesses face catastrophic losses from ignoring increasingly more devastating storms caused by global warming.

``In Europe, it's a foregone conclusion that climate change will have an impact,'' Christopher Walker, a managing director of risk solutions at Swiss Re told researchers and press at Tufts University in Medford. 

``In the U.S.,'' Walker said, ``it's been see no evil, hear no evil.'' 

Walker said a United Nations-backed report issued last fall should be a wake-up call to corporate America. 

That report, by the UN Environment Programme, said worldwide economic losses due to natural disasters appear to be doubling every 10 years, and next decade will reach $150 billion a year. 

Walker's company, Swiss Re, is a Zurich-based conglomerate that insures insurance companies for life, health, property and casualty claims. Swiss Re and other reinsurance companies issue the policies based on calculated financial risks from so-called 100-year events, such as 1992's Hurricane Andrew that devastated South Florida and left $30 billion in damages. 

Many scientists believe the burning of fossil fuels, such as coal and oil, is a major cause of global warming. 

That phenomenon, they believe, is triggering major climate changes, leading to rising oceans, floods, drought, hurricanes and other natural disasters. 

Walker was among more than a dozen panelists in a daylong conference at Tufts University on the business, political and health impacts from global warming. 

``Over the years, insurers have done a tremendous job in the area of mitigating potential losses, but much more work needs to be done,'' said Eugene Lecomte, former president of the U.S. Insurance Institute for Property Loss Reduction. 

Lecomte said that even in the wake of Hurricane Andrew, where rules were changed to require stronger buildings, stories abound of builders shrugging off those rules. 

``Here in the U.S., the population is either unaware or skeptical, or they're just saying it's not happening,'' said Walker. ``It's reflected in the U.S. financial industry.'' 

Walker said Swiss Re is trying to encourage banks to back alternative energy ventures, such as wind farms, to reduce reliance on fossil fuels and ease global warming. 

A proposal to build the nation's first offshore windmill farm off Cape Cod has drawn bitter opposition from groups who say the 40-story windmills will wreak havoc on the area's fishing, navigation and tourism. 

But Walker said windfarms are commonplace in Europe and many developed countries. 

A number of speakers at yesterday's conference also criticized the Bush administration's rejection of the Kyoto Protocol. 

The international treaty, signed by all other developed countries including Canada last month, would mandate the reduction of carbon dioxide and other gases pumped out by factories, cars and other sources that are thought to trap heat in the atmosphere, creating global warming. 

Bush said the agreement would cost the U.S. economy $400 billion and millions of jobs. Instead, Bush's alternate plan offers voluntary incentives for industries to reduce emissions. 

A key member of the oil industry at the conference yesterday said the industry backed Bush's approach because the Kyoto plan could be a nightmare to enforce. 



____________________________________________________________________________________

Borneo Bulletin 

January 13, 2003 

 ADVENTURE PARK TO OPEN FEB 1 

       The first phase of a privately-run park located Kg Rimba, Gadong will be ready by February 1, providing a

      rich range of adventure and sports products for the adventurous public. 

      The first ever lighted-pond containing thousands of species of fresh-water fish is now ready. 

      Anglers and fishing enthusiasts will be able to catch their first batch of fish when the park opens February 1.

      So is the establishment that display and sell flowers which will be run by the park management, SK Florist. 

      They also announced to their customers that it will be moving out from their present location in Kiulap into

      the new establishment on the launching date, which is on February 1. 

      Apart from selling real plants and flowers, the flower shop will also act as a nursery centre. 

      However, SK Florist has not decided on the prices it will charge the public for utilising the park, located near

      the Horticulture Centre of the Agriculture Department in Rimba. This will be announced later. 

      Hjh Siti Khadijah bte Hj Ibrahim, the managing director of SK Florist said the construction of the park began

      last year in conjunction with the International Year of Ecotourism 2002, which was declared this year by the

      World Tourism Organisation (WTO) and United Nations Environment Programme. 

      She said the park is designed to stimulate awareness and create understanding of sustainable adventure

      among Bruneians as well as foreign tourists. 

      "Adventure is a very important niche product. It focuses to promote adventurism and make the people

      aware, care and sensitive to the fragile environment and ecosystems. 

      "The park would attract a different kind of specialised clientele, including many supporters of nature, wildlife

      and heritage conservation causes. 

      "As such, we hope that by developing a better understanding of our natural resources, they will help the

      nation to protect and preserve the fragile environment," she said. 

      The park occupies an area of about 5 acres and Hjh Siti Khadijah promised there would be enough

      recreational activities for every one of varying ages. 

      Apart from fishing at the pond, people can perform physical activities at the park, which incorporate jogging

      tracks around the five-acre area. 

      People can walk, jog or even perform aerobics routine and seats would also be available in various places for

      tired people to take rest. 

      She said the park promises to be an ideal relaxation area after a long day of hard work at the offices. 

      A seafood restaurant will also be constructed in the second phase of the project. 

      A vibrant and adventurous Hjh Siti Khadizah - a former flight stewardess - said in the long term, she is

      thinking of incorporating ecotourism and adventure tourism products like camping, trekking, diving

      accessories and apparel, boat and water sports gear, beachwear, hotels, resorts, eco-lodges and

      home-stay destinations, ecotourism and adventure tour packages, fitness, health and spa centres, nutrition

      products and travel gear at the park. 

      "That would be an ambitious long-term project if we are able to acquire extra land beyond the 5-acre plot

      we have been allocated for the project," she said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

January 14, 2003 

Annan envoy leaves for North Korea to avert humanitarian "crisis" 

      An envoy sent by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan left Beijing Tuesday for North Korea as part of efforts to

      avert a "humanitarian crisis" in the famine-hit country. 

      "There is a very acute humanitarian situation evolving there and we want to find out from the DPRK (North

      Korea) how they think we can best help to avoid a humanitarian crisis," Maurice Strong said here before

      boarding a flight to Pyongyang. 

      North Korea has relied heavily on outside donations to feed its 23-million population over the past seven

      years because of a failed centralized economic policy and a series of natural disasters. The United Nations'

      World Food Programme (WFP) said last week that it urgently needed 80,000 tonnes of food to feed some

      three million North Koreans who have not received food aid since the autumn. 

      There are fears that outside food donations will dwindle in the coming months as North Korea receives

      US-led global condemnation over its decision last month to restart a nuclear program and recent moves to

      withdraw from the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and kick out international nuclear monitors. 

      Strong said Tuesday the food shortage could result in a "significant crisis" in the coming months if donations

      were not made soon. 

      "It could get worse because the pipeline is drying up and unless new humanitarian supplies start to move

      quickly there could be a significant crisis in March or April and we are seeking to consult with our DPRK

      friends on how we might help them to avoid such a situation," Strong told reporters. 

      A UN spokeswoman said last week that while Strong's main purpose was to assess humanitarian aid, he was

      willing to listen to any subject put forward, when asked whether he would discuss the crisis over North

      Korea's nuclear program. 

      Strong said he would convey some messages from Annan, but stressed that he would not be urging the

      North Koreans to do anything. 

      "I'm not urging them. I'm listening," he said. 

      Strong said he will meet some senior officials but was not scheduled to meet North Korean leader Kim

      Jong-Il. 

      A former Canadian businessman, Strong, 74, was the first director of the UN Environment Programme in

      the 1970s and later presided over the Earth Summit in Rio de Janiero in 1992. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

People's Daily

           PRIVATE
Tuesday, January 14, 2003

          International Environmental Conference Opens in Costa Rica

An international conference on environment opened in San Jose, Costa Rica Monday to discuss regional reports and work on programs on sustainable development, water resources and wastes -- issues increasingly important in recent years in every country. 



PRIVATE
An international conference on environment opened in San Jose, Costa Rica Monday to discuss regional reports and work on programs on sustainable development, water resources and wastes -- issues increasingly important in recent years in every country. 

Experts from Asia, Europe, Latin America and Africa will also exchange experiences and environmental management and sustainable development at the three-day meeting, which is the second working session in follow-up to environmental initiatives launched in London in last April. 

The working session is also in preparation for a meeting of 43 countries on environment to be held in China in 2003. 



___________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Marine Reserve Networks Key to Protecting Oceans 

                      PALO ALTO, California, January 14, 2003 (ENS) - Integrated networks of  marine reserves offer the best formula for protecting and preserving marine  resources, according to a new report released today by the Pew Oceans Commission. Marine reserves are areas in which no extractive use of any  living creature, fossil, or mineral resource, nor any habitat destruction, is  allowed. 

                      Marine ecosystems in U.S. waters are threatened by overfishing, loss of coastal habitat, pollution and tourism. 

                      Queen angelfish like this one live in Caribbean   waters. (Photo courtesy Reef Environmental Education

                      Fund)

                      "Marine reserves help ocean ecosystems  recover and marine species abound," according to Dr. Stephen Palumbi, author of  the report and a marine sciences professor at  Stanford University. "The best way to  protect and preserve marine resources is to establish dense networks of marine reserves of varying sizes and spacing." 

                      The report, "Marine Reserves: A Tool for Ecosystem Management and Conservation," finds that marine reserves also contribute to the recovery of larger marine ecosystems. 

                      "Enforced no-take marine reserves generate powerful changes in local ecosystems that can dramatically alter the abundance and size of species that  are overexploited outside," Palumbi writes. 

                      This report is the final one in a series by the Pew Oceans Commission, a  nonprofit organization that is conducting a comprehensive review of U.S. ocean policy. The commission plans to offer its recommendations for a new  national ocean policy to Congress and the Bush administration in early 2003. 

                      The Pew Oceans Commission reports have found the world's oceans are   threatened by a daunting list of problems - overfishing, habitat alteration,  bycatch, recreational threats, pollutants, agricultural runoff, aquaculture,  introduced species, climate change and coastal development. 

                      Today's report recommends that a network of reserves should be implemented  immediately in all major marine habitats in U.S. coastal waters. 

                      A comprehensive list of U.S. marine reserves still does not exist, according to the report. Palumbi's review of existing literature finds only 24 fully protected  U.S. marine reserves. These include reserves within the Florida Keys National  Marine Sanctuary, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Hawaii, California and Alaska. 

                                                     There are more than 6,000 species of  plants and animals in the waters of the                                               Florida Keys. (Photo courtesy Florida   Keys National Marine Sanctuary)

                                                     Florida's Tortugas Ecological  Reserve is the nation's largest at  some 200 square miles (518   square kilometers). 

                                                     Palumbi suggests that the  recent designation of 10 state marine reserves in California's Channel Islands should stand a  national model. The California  Fish and Game Commission                                                     established the reserves by  vote last October, and  protections entered into effect on January 1, 2003. 

                      California's ability and desire to create these reserves appears to be far ahead of the rest of the nation. Where the authority to create marine reserves rests  remains unclear for the vast majority of U.S. ocean waters. This authority is  lacking at both the national and state level, with the exception of California,  which passed the Marine Life Protection Act to provide the governance  framework for marine reserves. 

                      The political challenge of creating marine reserves will emerge from competing economic interests, especially commercial fishermen, who worry how fishing  restrictions in reserves can impact their livelihoods. Still, the presence of a marine reserve can improve commercial catches. The Pew study cites research showing that both commercial and recreational fisheries report greater catches  of larger fish near fully protected marine reserves. 

                      The current U.S. system of marine protection is confusing and inconsistent,  the report finds. Protections commonly target very specific threats such as oil or gas development, or a single species of fish. The varying layers of  protection can be misleading, says the report. 

                      Humpback whales are very  protective of their calves and  prefer the shallow areas  around the islands of Maui,  Molokai and Lanai in the National Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Sanctuary

                      (Photo by Mike White courtesy  NOAA)

                      "The large expanses of  the 13 national marine sanctuaries seem to be  the crown jewel of the

                      U.S. marine reserve  system," Palumbi writes. "However, these  sanctuaries provide   protection mostly against oil and gas development. Fully protected marine  reserves only exist where they have been carefully negotiated with the local community." 

                      Marine reserves are different, and more effective, than patchwork safeguards  because they protect all the elements of a marine ecosystem, and their goal is  to preserve ecosystem function, Palumbi explains. 

                      The report recommends that the design and implementation of multiple  reserves in a habitat should be done adaptively, using the lessons learned  from earlier efforts and involving local citizens representing all uses of ocean  resources. It is vital, the report finds, that all local stakeholders be involved in  the process. 

                      "A grid of same-size reserves should not be the goal," Palumbi wrote. 

                      The third recommendation of the report calls for a comprehensive effort to  manage multiple uses of ocean habitats for multiple goals. Other management  efforts should not cease as marine reserves proliferate, the report  recommends, and local efforts have to be integrated at state, national and                international levels. Although marine reserves have been established among  many of different coastlines around the world, less than one percent of the  world's oceans are protected by marine reserves. 

                      An important component in shifting policy on marine resources is the creation  of  new ways to value marine ecosystems beyond the worth of what can be  extracted from them, the report explains. Policies need to take into account the  value of the areas for fishing and tourism, but even more important is the need   to value the services marine ecosystems provide for free. 

                      Palumbi cites the work of conservation biologist Robert Costanza and others, who estimated that the value of the ecosystems provided by the global  biosphere is about $30 trillion per year. This is higher than the value of the  world's entire industrial output. 

                      "Marine ecosystems provide many such services, including capture of  sediments by wetlands, protection from coastal storm damage by reefs or  mangroves, production of oxygen, and sequestration of carbon dioxide,"  Palumbi wrote, adding that the study found coastal marine ecosystems contribute some $12 trillion of the $30 trillion total. The open ocean's  contribution is valued at some $8 trillion. 

                                   Leon Panetta chairs the Pew Oceans Commission (Photo courtesy Coastal

                                   America)

                                   The United States has long appreciated the value and  benefits of preserving and protecting the land, said Leon  Panetta, chair of the Pew Oceans Commission, but is only  just beginning to apply that same conservation ethic to  the oceans. 

                                   The report finds that the area protected in state and  federal parks is more than 100 times what is protected within marine reserves. 

                      "The oceans are a public trust and need our protection," Panetta said. "Setting aside parts of the ocean as marine reserves, based on science and the  public's involvement, is an essential part of a comprehensive approach to ocean management." 

                      In addition to Panetta, former White House chief of staff under President Bill Clinton, the commission consists of 17 members with a broad range of  interests. 

                      The commission includes John Adams, the founder of the Natural Resources  Defense Council; Mike Hayden, the former president and CEO of the  American Sportfishing Association; as well as New York Governor George   Pataki, and Kathryn Sullivan, the first American woman to walk in space.                      Other commissioners come from the commercial fishing industry, from  research and academia as well as from conservation groups. 

                      "Our goal is to restore and maintain marine ecosystems, and preserve our  fishing heritage," Panetta said. "Congress and the nation have the  opportunity to build a better future for the oceans and those who depend on

                      them for their livelihoods." 

                      In addition to the report on marine reserves, the Pew Oceans Commission  today released three reports on the state of the U.S. commercial fishing  industry. These reports address the issues surrounding the industry's  declining economic status, which is largely the result of excess competition,  declining productivity, and poor management. 

                      "America's fishing families are the cornerstones of our coastal communities,"  said Pietro Parravano, a Pew Oceans commissioner, salmon fisherman and  president of the Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's Associations. "If we lose our fishing communities, we lose our fishing heritage. These reports can   help plan and manage for the fishing communities we want instead of ending  up with the communities we get. 

                      The economic benefits of improving fisheries management are analyzed in  "Socioeconomic Perspectives on Marine Fisheries in the United States,"  prepared by Pew Oceans Commission staff. It finds that the pursuit of  conservative policies and the rebuilding of depleted stocks are integral                  components to reviving the U.S. commercial fishing industry, as well as securing its long term, sustainable future. 

                      "Increasing annual catches to long term sustainable levels could add at least  $1.3 billion to the U.S. economy," the study finds. "Rebuilding U.S. fisheries  has the potential to restore and create tens of thousands of family wage jobs  and to substantially boost local and regional fishing economies." 

                      The report finds that some 50 percent of federally mandated fisheries are overcapitalized and cites research showing the capacity of U.S. fleets was 2.4  times higher than necessary to catch sustainable yields. The economic impact  of this excess capacity is multiplied by the industry's limited geographic                      diversity. 

                      A catch of pollock from Alaskan waters (Photo  courtesy Alaska Office, NMFS)

                      Fishing tends to concentrate on few  species, with some 50 percent of the total  annual domestic catch composed of just  Alaskan pollock and menhaden. 

                      "The fact that U.S. fishermen largely  depend on a few key geographic areas and  a relatively small number of species tends   to increase economic vulnerability for the  industry," according to the study. "Dynamic fish populations fluctuate, yet  fishing infrastructure tends to follow the increases without an eye toward  weathering population troughs." 

                      The report details how an overriding challenge for the transition to sustainable fishing is the impact on the industry's workers and their  communities. There is precedence for monetary compensation in fisheries   policy, the authors write, and how to handle the economic hardship of  restricted fishing while building fishery stocks and restoring marine   ecosystems is integral to a sustainable future for the industry. 

                      "A Dialogue on America's Fisheries," offers a slew of recommendations from fishermen and women on how to improve fisheries management as told to the  foundation's commissioners in meetings held in California, New Hampshire,  Hawaii, South Carolina, Maryland, Washington, Alaska, and Louisiana. The

                      commissioners heard that the fishery management process is increasingly   inflexible, with accountability lacking, and litigation handing fishery  management decisions to federal judges. 

                      The fishery management process lacks balanced and meaningful participation   by smaller fishing operations and is in need of more and better science. The  industry continues to face the challenges of changes within fishing  communities, including gentrification along the coast. 

                      The pressures of the global marketplace and the global migratory patterns of  some marine species is another concern for the industry. 

                                                          Atlantic white-sided dolphins  in the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary  (Photo by Cynde Bierman, Ocean  Alliance courtesy NOAA)

                                                          This report finds  continued suspicion by  fishermen of marine              protected areas and  other  regulations that  many believe are either  unwarranted or poorly implemented. 

                      "Managing Marine Fisheries in the United States," recommends reforms to  existing  fishery management, including ways to improve fishery science. In  the foreword, the report's authors state "the current U.S. fishery management  system is not working well." 

                      A collection of 13 papers by economists, scientists and other fisheries  experts, the report reviews the effectiveness of U.S. fishery management laws,  institutions and policies used to protect the nation's living marine resources. 

                      These papers review the existing legal framework for managing federal fisheries, examine traditional and emerging fishery management tools, pose  new models for current institutional structures, examine the economics of fishery management and consider new ways to improve the science used for                      fishery management decisions. 

                      The federal government is in the process of reviewing its oceans policies. In  August 2000, Congress passed the Oceans Act of 2000, which established a  16 member Commission on Ocean Policy to undertake a study and make    recommendations to the President and Congress about a national ocean                      policy for the United States. After two meetings in Washington, DC, the   commission embarked on a series of regional meetings to gather information. 

                      After hearing from 440 presenters in 10 cities over 11 months, the Commission completed its fact finding phase in October 2002. The Commission has now  entered its deliberative phase, which will continue into early 2003. 

                      The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy will hold a public meeting to discuss  policy options on January 24, 2003, at the Ronald Reagan Building and  International Trade Center Amphitheater in Washington, D.C. For further  information on the meeting, contact Terry Schaff at the U.S. Commission on

                      Ocean Policy, by phone, 202-418-3442, or by e-mail: schaff@oceancommission.gov 

                      For more on the Pew Oceans Commission please see:   http://www.pewoceans.org 

                      For a copy of the report on marine reserves, see:                      http://www.pewoceans.org/oceanfacts/2003/01/13/fact_31395.asp 

                      To read: "Socioeconomic Perspectives on Marine Fisheries in the United   States," see:

                      http://www.pewoceans.org/oceanfacts/2003/01/13/fact_31399.asp 

                      To read "A Dialogue on America's Fisheries", see:

                      http://www.pewoceans.org/oceanfacts/2003/01/13/fact_31396.asp 

                      To read "Managing Marine Fisheries in the United States," see:

                      http://www.pewoceans.org/oceanfacts/2003/01/13/fact_31400.asp 

                      For more information on the Channel Islands network of marine reserves, see:

                      http://www.cinms.nos.noaa.gov/ 

                      To learn more about the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy visit:

                      http://www.oceancommission.gov 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Global warming aggravates Australia drought - study

  SYDNEY - Global warming and the pollution believed to lie behind it are key reasons for the severity of Australia's drought, an ominous

  sign for the future of the food-producing nation, a study published yesterday said. 

  The report, by the environmental group World Wide Fund for Nature Australia and two meteorologists, said record day-time temperatures

  last year led to unprecedented rates of water evaporation. 

  It said to some extent the El Nino weather event, produced by a periodic warming of Pacific waters, could be blamed for the heat and  dryness, but natural climate variations alone failed to account for all of the temperature anomalies of 2002. 

  "Most of this warming is likely due to the increase in greenhouse gases in the atmosphere from human activity such as burning fossil  fuels for electricity and transport and from land clearing," said a co-author of the WWF study, former Monash University meteorology  professor David Karoly. 

  "This is the first drought in Australia where the impact of human-induced global warming can be clearly seen," he said in a statement   released with the report. 

  The drought, which began in March and is continuing, has savaged Australia's winter wheat crop and cut its sheep flock to numbers not   seen since the 1920s. It will slash at least 0.75 percentage points off fiscal 2003 economic growth. 

  POLITICALLY SENSITIVE 

  The WWF report could be embarrassing for Prime Minister John Howard, whose government has thrown money at farmers to help a  bastion of its support survive the "Big Dry", but which joined the United States in rejecting the Kyoto accord to cut pollution. 

  The 1997 treaty, drawn up in the Japanese city of Kyoto, is recognised as insufficient to halt climate change but is the world's first attempt  to tackle greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide. 

  The WWF study said higher day-time temperatures in 2002, which exceeded the long-term average by 1.6 degrees Celsius (34 F), led to  record evaporation levels in the Murray-Darling Basin, where 40 percent of Australia's agricultural goods are produced. 

  Whereas estimated evaporation rates in three previous droughts - in 1994, 1982 and 1965 - amounted to 136 mm, 120 mm and 131 mm per  month in the basin town of Griffith, in 2002 the evaporation rate there reached 152 mm per month, it said. 

  The WWF report won the independent endorsement of experts at the government-funded Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial  Research Organisation (CSIRO), who said it highlighted concerns about the sustainability of Australia's massive farming industry. 

  Kevin Hennessy, a senior research scientist at CSIRO's Atmospheric Research department, said the agency predicted the Murray-Darling  Basin would get between half a degree Celsius and two degrees Celsius warmer by 2030, and 10 percent drier. 

  "The challenge is, are we growing the right crops in the right areas and if we want to continue growing those crops under dry conditions,  we need to choose or breed crops that are more drought tolerant, more heat tolerant and perhaps even more disease tolerant. Or move,"

  Hennessy told Reuters. 

  The WWF said its findings underscored the need for Australia to ratify the Kyoto agreement. 

  "Global warming is a reality that is affecting the livelihoods of rural Australians and Prime Minister Howard must act to prevent further  economic and environmental devastation," said Anna Reynolds, WWF Australia's climate-change campaigner. 

  Story by Michael Christie

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
Global Warming Worsened Australia Drought: WWF 
The Tehran Times, Jan 15, 2003 - SYDNEY -- A new report linking Australia's worst drought in decades to global warming fueled new calls Tuesday for the government to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse gas emissions. 
The report, released by the environmental group WWF Australia, said computer modelling showed that global warming caused by greenhouse gases had contributed to unusually high temperatures which aggravated the drought.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=1/15/03&Cat=7&Num=9 


Japan to fund green projects in return for emission credits
The Japan Times, Jan 15, 2003 - Japan will help to fund projects in developing countries conducted under the mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol starting next fiscal year, government officials said Tuesday. 
Under the so-called Kyoto mechanisms, countries can achieve their Kyoto targets for reducing greenhouse-gas emissions by participating in international activities that protect and benefit the global environment.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20030115a8.htm 


$1m climate change exercise draws fire 
The New Zealand Herald, 15.01.2003 - The Government has allocated nearly a million dollars for a public information campaign this year about climate change. 
The National Party yesterday called the campaign an expensive propaganda exercise designed to justify ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. 
The protocol commits New Zealand to reducing emissions of six key greenhouse gases to 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3051343&thesection=news&thesubsection=general
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC

Global Trade's Road to Cancún 

By Germán A. de la Reza*

The Mexican cities of Cancún and Puebla will host the negotiations of the 

World Trade Organization and the Free Trade Area of the Americas this year, 

and progress continues apace. But where is the Latin American Agenda?

MEXICO CITY - The progress made on the tight negotiating agendas of the World 

Trade Organization (WTO) and the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 

suggest that the failed trade talks in Seattle, the massive civil society 

mobilizations and the fragmenting effects of September 11, 2001, have not 

been sufficient to quell the appetite of industrialized countries for global 

trade reform. 

In just 12 months, the WTO carried out the first phase of the negotiations 

ordered by the Ministerial Conference in Doha, Qatar, in November 2001. Its 

working groups are drafting a large part of the agenda for the next 

ministerial meet, to take place in the Mexican resort city of Cancún in 

March. 

Meanwhile, the Trade Negotiations Committee of the FTAA revealed in November 

2002, in Quito, the second draft of the treaty, and moved to transfer the 

negotiations to Puebla, Mexico, headquarters for the final stage of creating 

this hemisphere-wide accord. 

In both instances, negotiators hope to reach definitive agreements by Jan 1, 

2005, a goal now considered within reach due to the U.S. congressional of 

so-called "fast-track" authority for the president to negotiate trade 

agreements. This authority allowed the George W. Bush administration to sign 

of a bilateral free trade accord with Chile in 2002, the first the superpower 

has finalized since 1994. 

But the dynamic of the trade treaty process has not necessarily implied 

progress in regards to the positions of developing countries, particularly 

those of Latin America. The status of three of their demands upholds this 

affirmation. 

The long-standing item on the Latin American agenda -- the reduction of farm 

subsidies -- has not yet found a favorable response in the WTO or FTAA. Faced 

with this fact, representatives from the region have resolved to tie the 

issue to further advancement of WTO negotiations. In spite of this, and 

particularly because the European Union does not have a clear mandate to 

unblock the farm trade issue in the WTO, it is likely that trade talks in any 

arena will remain paralyzed throughout 2003, or will be limited to defining 

alternatives for the non-compliance of industrialized countries to the 

anti-subsidy agreements that date back to the 1994 Uruguay Round. 

Another of the Latin American concerns -- protectionism for the textile and 

clothing sectors -- could unfold in a slightly different way. In the context 

of the FTAA, modest advances are expected, conditioned on the adoption of a 

rules of origin mechanism proposed by the United States, which seeks to force 

Latin American exporters to manufacture garments using U.S.-produced inputs. 

Within the WTO, the issue is not likely to see significant development in 

compliance with the quota reduction programs approved in 1994, unless the 

recent admission of China -- the world's largest and most competitive textile 

exporter -- into the WTO fold leads to a significant shift in power 

relations. 

The third and oldest Latin American demand is recognition of differentiated 

development levels, which the region's countries hope would alleviate their 

commitments in terms of economic liberalization. However, the outlook is not 

good for such acknowledgement. 

Tariff reductions, as dozens of studies have shown, impose on the developing 

countries a disproportionate productive and fiscal effort, as they must 

standardize their tariff average to that of the industrialized world (five 

percent), down from an average rate three times as high (15 percent). And 

this is being asked without any guarantee that their goods will have access 

to the larger industrialized markets, protected by quota systems, frequent 

recourse to anti-dumping or strict rules of origin mechanisms, excessive 

health controls and an emerging obstacle that the European Union hopes will 

be one of the central issues in WTO talks: environmental requirements related 

to international trade. 

The principal benefit granted developing countries within the FTAA and the 

WTO -- extended timelines for the gradual reduction of tariffs -- seems in 

this context to lack significance, given the increase, or at least the 

continuation, of protectionism by industrialized countries for products which 

are often key for the poor countries' exports. 

A second benefit, technical assistance, indirectly reveals the tight margin 

for maneuvering by the poorest countries. This support seeks to resolve the 

very real limitations of these nations in confronting the complexity and 

variety of the negotiation issues. The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 

has created a program of technical assistance seminars for the delegations 

from Central America, the Caribbean, the Andean Community and the Southern 

Common Market (Mercosur) to attend to the requirements of the WTO and FTAA 

negotiations. 

Although its necessity is beyond question, it is not understood how technical 

training by itself will allow Latin America to confront the refusal of the 

industrialized economies to open their markets, and even less, how it will 

facilitate the efforts of the governments that will have to explain to their 

societies -- on the verge of economic collapse -- their reasons for 

participating in such an inequitable process. 

Even more, given that the assistance programs take place in the final phases 

of both the WTO and FTAA process and that, as such, their impact will be 

modest, it is fitting to ask whether these actions are not motivated only by 

the desire to shore up the battered scaffolding of globalization, set upon a 

foundation of mud. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

14 January 2003

Expert: Business shouldn't ignore global warming, Boston Herald, 14/1:  A top executive from the world's second-largest reinsurance company – Swiss Re -- warned yesterday that US businesses face catastrophic losses from ignoring increasingly more devastating storms caused by global warming.  He said a United Nations-backed report issued last fall should be a wake-up call to corporate America.  That report, by the UN Environment Programme, said worldwide economic losses due to natural disasters appear to be doubling every 10 years, and next decade will reach $150 billion a year.  (See http://www.bostonherald.com/news/local_regional/warm01142003.htm)

California Studies Making Sea Water Drinkable, Associated Press/Baltimore Sun, 13/1:  California's longstanding quest for water, made more pressing by a drought and a cutback in its Colorado River supply, is turning toward the Pacific Ocean as a new source. For the most part, desalination has long been prohibitively expensive as a source of drinking water in California. But rising demand, dwindling supply, and new technology that make it cheaper to take the salt out of seawater are changing the economics of desalination.  (See http://www.sunspot.net/bal-te.water14jan14.story)

Filtering water through cloth of old saris can halve cholera cases: study, Associated Press/Ottawa Citizen, 13/1:  Forcing water through a simple filter made from the cloth of old saris can reduce cholera cases by about half, according to a study of rural villages in Bangladesh that appears in this week’s Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.  (See http://www.canada.com/ottawa/story.asp?id={EC0DCCB2-EC77-4A37-961D-6F03BBE4735A})

US-EPA to Allow Polluters to Buy Clean Water Credits, Washington Post, 14/1:  The Bush administration has announced plans to allow industrial polluters to purchase "credits" from lesser polluters to bring them into compliance with the US Clean Water Act.  The proposed National Water Quality Trading Policy, announced by EPA Administrator Whitman, is similar to a market-based system that has operated for years under the Clean Air Act to limit the threat of acid rain.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A51693-2003Jan13.html)

Widely Used Crop Herbicide Is Losing Weed Resistance, NY Times, 14/1:  The world's most widely grown genetically engineered crops - soybeans, cotton and corn developed to be impervious to a popular herbicide - are facing a new challenge to their continued long-term use. The herbicide, known as Roundup, is beginning to lose its effectiveness in controlling weeds.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/14/business/14WEED.html?ex=1043557251&ei=1&en=04a1c25fb9d49d64)

Weeds flourishing in climate of change, Baltimore Sun, 14/1:  Global warming may not only be heating up the Earth, but making people sneeze. Ragweed and other noxious plants are thriving because of higher temperatures and more carbon dioxide in the air - conditions often associated with global warming.  Scientists have been studying global warming for years, but its effects on plants are just beginning to be understood.  Rising levels of carbon dioxide will encourage dozens of weeds and invasive plants that damage crops, trigger allergies and might contribute to forest fires and loss of pasture.  (See http://www.sunspot.net/news/local/bal-md.global14jan14,0,324211.story?coll=bal%2Dlocal%2Dheadlines)
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Arms probe in Iraq continues as UN inspectors visit munitions depots and factories
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*
DPR of Korea: Annan sees signs diplomatic solution is possible

*
Despite threats, world should see 2003 as year of new opportunities, Annan says
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UN to press ahead with talks to resolve Cyprus problem before 28 February – Annan

*
Security Council debates measures to protect children in armed conflict
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UN, Cambodia wrap up exploratory talks on special court for Khmer Rouge
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Western Sahara: UN envoy begins four–day visit to region

*
UN mission helps respond to break-in at military barracks in Sierra Leone

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN agency welcomes ceasefire between rebel and loyalist forces

*
UN tribunal again suspends Milosevic genocide trial for health reasons 

*
Distinguished UN peacekeeper from Finland dead at 81

* * * * 

Iraq

14 January – Stressing that United Nations inspectors in Iraq were only now getting up to full speed, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said he believed it was premature to talk about war before the monitors report to the Security Council again later this month.

“I don’t think from where I stand we are at that stage yet,” the Secretary-General said when asked at a press conference whether there should be a military attack on Iraq even if no weapons of mass destruction are found. “The inspectors have a responsibility in Iraq, the Council has asked them to pursue the disarmament programme and report back, and then [it] will make a determination if Iraq has performed or not.”

“If disarmament were to succeed that is the end of the story,” he said in response to questions on Security Council follow-up to Resolution 1441. “Otherwise, the Council will have to face up to its responsibilities and take the necessary action.”

Above all, the Secretary-General said he was both “optimistic and hopeful” that war in Iraq could be avoided. “If we handle this situation right and the pressure on the Iraqi leadership is maintained, and the inspectors continue to work as aggressively as they are doing, we may be able to disarm Iraq peacefully without need to resort to war,” he said.

Mr. Annan added that the inspectors are just now getting up to full speed. “They are now quite operational and able to fly around and get their work done,” he said. “I think we should wait for the update that they will give to the Council on [27 January] and hear what further instructions the Council gives them.”

Asked whether the Iraqis are fully cooperating, or whether there is a need for more pro-active cooperation, the Secretary-General said the inspectors have determined that there are major gaps in Baghdad’s arms declaration that need to be filled, and that they would prefer Iraq to be pro-active in cooperation. Mr. Annan said he expected that issue to be one of main topics of conversation when the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, and the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, go to Baghdad next week.

In response to several questions about the need for new action by the Security Council, the Secretary-General said that he thought “we can have a second resolution,” noting that the Council would discuss the matter, and that he hoped it would decide on any serious consequences.

As for the humanitarian consequences of a war in Iraq, the Secretary-General said the UN is extremely worried about the consequences of military action and has been doing some contingency planning. “We do not want to be caught unprepared,” he said, noting that the UN has been in touch with governments that can provide financial assistance. The consequences of war could be quite substantial and negative on refugees who have to leave.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

14 January – United Nations inspectors today continued their probe for evidence of illegal weapons in Iraq, visiting an agricultural research centre, munitions depots and various factories in the Baghdad area.

According to a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Baghdad, a biological team inspected the Al Rabia Centre for Agricultural Research, which conducts research on seeds, plants and plant by-products for specific agricultural or industrial applications.

Another UNMOVIC biological team, meanwhile, together with a member of the multidisciplinary team, inspected the Technical Military Depot for the Air Force at Al Taji, according to Hiro Ueki.

An UNMOVIC missile team visited the Al Mutaseem site to tag Al Fatah missiles in support of the team’s effort to account for all Al Fatah missiles. Another team inspected the Inskandariya Explosives Research and Development facility, which is now split into the Al Kudus Company and the Al Numan Company. A third team went to the Zaafaraniya Rocket Motor Test Stand to verify that the site remains ineffective.

Mr. Ueki added that an UNMOVIC chemical team inspected a munitions depot outside Baghdad.

Meanwhile, the IAEA inspected four sites: the Tho Al Fukar Mechanical Plant, a mechanical manufacturing engineering plant; the Sumood Factory and the Nassr State Establishment, both of which operate foundries; and the Qa Qaa Stores, which is used to store high explosives. 

In other news, the UN office overseeing the humanitarian oil-for-food programme said that Iraqi exports for the week ending 10 January totalled 6.7 million barrels, with the total value of exports for the week estimated at $174 million at current prices and exchange rates. The average price of Iraqi crude for the reporting period was $26.70 a barrel.

* * *

Middle East

14 January – Attending the London conference on Palestinian reform today, the senior United Nations envoy for the Middle East, Terje Roed Larsen, described the talks as an “invaluable” meeting that helps to move the process forward.

Even though the Palestinian delegation was not able to attend the conference hosted by the United Kingdom, Mr. Roed-Larsen, who is the UN’s Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, said the meeting was important because it facilitated a “clear and sensible discussion” about the progress on reform and what is still needed.

The talks also send a strong message to Palestinians, Israelis and the international community that the UK Government, working closely with the Quartet – which comprises the UN, United States, Russian Federation and European Union – remains focused on and committed to the road map process towards a just and comprehensive settlement for the Middle East, according to Mr. Roed-Larsen.

In New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan told a press conference today that the decision by the Israelis to bar a Palestinian delegation from travelling to the London meeting was unfortunate. “[They] should have been allowed to attend the conference to hear from others what is expected from them and to be given support for reform of the Palestinian Authority,” he said. “And I personally wish they had been allowed to go. I believe each time you bring parties together to discuss solutions it is a positive step.”

As for the seemingly endless cycle of violence, the Secretary-General said that he thought it was a tragedy the bloodshed continues. “This is why the Quartet has been very active in trying to work out a road map that will operationalize the objective of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side as everyone has embraced,” he said. “But you can only get there if you take concrete steps and define what is demanded of each of the parties. That road map is ready and I hope we’ll be able to put it on the table and to the parties formally as soon as possible, perhaps next month or so and press ahead with the peace effort.”

Asked if the current focus on the crises surrounding Iraq and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has undermined the peace initiative in the Middle East, the Secretary-General said that on the contrary, it has underscored the urgency of doing something about the Israeli-Palestinian issue. “It is even more important today than ever that the international community energetically tackle the issue of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and this is what I hope that the Quartet will do in the coming months,” he said.

* * *

DPR of Korea

14 January – Although recent statements by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) on its nuclear programme pose a “grave” threat to peace and security, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said he remained optimistic that a diplomatic solution to the crisis could be found.

There are signals from both the United States and the DPRK that it could be possible, with determined effort, to find a diplomatic solution, the Secretary-General said at a press conference at UN Headquarters in New York, noting that the US has indicated its readiness to talk, while Pyongyang is pulling back on claims that it has weapons of mass destruction.

“What we’re also hoping to do with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is to get inspectors back in and eventually [the DPRK] will rescind its decision to pull out of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),” he added.

In urging Pyongyang once again to comply with nuclear safeguards and to abide by its international agreements, the Secretary-General noted that the DPRK is the first country to withdraw from the NPT, and he voiced hope that it will come back into compliance. He also pointed out that the IAEA Board of Governors has given the country more time to come into compliance before bringing the matter to the Security Council.

“I think we are at an early stage of this crisis,” Mr. Annan said. “There has been a lot of messages and jockeying for position, and statements are being made about the atomic agency or the others.”

Asked about the role of Maurice Strong, the Secretary-General said Mr. Strong had been sent as an envoy to evaluate the possible impact of the crisis on the DPRK’s population because the UN could find it difficult to continue with the humanitarian programme under the circumstances.

“He’s someone who has broad experience and is also quite well-known in the region, and they may want to discuss other things with him,” the Secretary-General said. “I did not discourage him from discussing other things if they come up, and of course, I have my own good offices, which is always available.”

* * *

Secretary-General

14 January – Despite numerous challenges around the world, 2003 can be a year of opportunity for the international community, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today at his first official press conference of the year at UN Headquarters in New York.

“Nations working together can make a difference. Nations upholding the rule of law can advance the cause of a fairer world,” the Secretary-General said in his opening remarks. “We should not see this as an age of threats, but as one of many new opportunities.”

Looking ahead, the Secretary-General noted that “we are within striking distance of reuniting Cyprus, ending the long civil war in Sudan, and pacifying the Democratic Republic of the Congo – the battleground of what some have called Africa’s world war.”

“I remain convinced that peace is possible – in Iraq, in Korea, and even between Israel and Palestine – if States work together on all these problems, with patience and firmness,” he said. “And I am convinced that terror can be defeated, too – if 191 Member States of the United Nations pull together to deny terrorists refuge and cut off their funding.”
In his statement, the Secretary-General also highlighted the threat of famine in Africa and the crisis in Venezuela as two issues that need urgent worldwide attention. “At the heart of the problem [in Africa] is the crisis in Zimbabwe – a country which used to be the region’s breadbasket, but is now wracked by hunger and HIV/AIDS,” he said. “This tragic situation is caused partly by the forces of nature, and partly by mismanagement. The challenge now is for all Zimbabweans to work with each other, and with the international community, to find solutions before it’s too late.”

As for Venezuela, the Secretary-General noted that for the past 20 years, Latin America has been embracing democracy and turning its back on autocratic forms of government. “I hope those who seek to bring about change in Venezuela will respect this achievement, and stick to democratic, constitutional means, in keeping with the principles of human rights and justice,” he said.

The Secretary-General also noted that he planned to meet President Hugo Chavez when the Venezuelan leader is in New York on Thursday. “I hope to discuss with him the developments in Venezuela and how one can intensify the mediation efforts to calm the situation and bring it to normalcy,” Mr. Annan said in response to a reporter’s question. “I’ve spoken to him on the phone and he knows one should use constitutional and democratic means and that’s my message to resolve the crisis, also my message to the opposition.”

Yesterday, the Secretary-General met with former Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez of Spain for talks on a broad range of issues, including Venezuela. According to a UN spokesman, Mr. Gonzalez shared his views on the current situation in that country, and expressed grave concern about it. “Both are aware of the efforts by the countries in the region to establish a Group of Friends of Venezuela, and feel this would be a positive development, which would contribute to the effort to find a solution,” the spokesman said in a readout of the meeting. “This issue will be further discussed in the coming days.”

* * *

Cyprus

14 January – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said the UN would press ahead with talks on a plan to resolve the Cyprus problem before a 28 February deadline.

Speaking at his first official press conference of year today at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General said that “this is something we’ve worked very hard on and many people in the region have hoped for.”

Asked about a demonstration today in Nicosia by 70,000 Turkish Cypriots in favour of the UN plan, the Secretary-General said, “I am pleased that the people are out in the streets promoting peace and demanding peace and demanding unification.”

As for UN efforts in Cyprus and whether the issue can be resolved with Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash, the Secretary-General said, “Obviously it is up to the people to decide who their leader is and up to the leader to decide whether they persist or resign. But whether a leader resigns or stays on I think the people are speaking and it is very difficult not to listen to the people when they come out in those numbers.”

Mr. Annan said that he would urge the leaders to listen to the voices of the ordinary people “about their desire for peace.”

* * *

Children in armed conflict

14 January – As the United Nations Security Council today debated measures to protect children in armed conflict, top UN officials stressed that “naming and shaming” parties that continue to recruit and use child soldiers will send a clear signal that perpetrators will be held accountable for their actions.

 
“By exposing those who violate standards for the protection of children to the light of public scrutiny, we are serving notice that the international community is finally willing to back expressions of concern with action,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan said at the outset of the day-long open debate involving over 40 speakers. Naming the parties that continued to use child soldiers will also ensure that “the hard-won gains in crafting a protection regime for children are applied and put into practice on the ground,” he added.

Today’s meeting was sparked by the Secretary-General’s recent groundbreaking report on children and armed conflict, which for the first time lists 23 parties to conflicts on the Council’s agenda, including both governments and insurgents, that continue to recruit or use child soldiers. Besides focusing on the situations in Afghanistan, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia and Somalia, the report also highlights other hot spots not on the Council’s agenda where demobilization and/or reintegration programmes for child combatants are under way.


Mr. Annan said this morning that the list represents an important step forward and has “opened a new era of monitoring and reporting on how parties treated children during conflict.” He added that following systematic monitoring and reporting on compliance by listed parties, targeted measures against those who continued to flout their international obligations should be considered.  

In his statement to the Council, UN Under-Secretary-General Olara A. Otunnu, who is the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, said the list of parties breaks new ground – signalling the end of impunity for those who exploited and brutalized children and the beginning of an “era of application.”

Mr. Otunnu welcomed the entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which sets the limit for compulsory recruitment at 18, and the Rome Statue of the International Criminal Court (ICC), which classifies the conscription, enlistment or use of hostilities of children under 15 as war crimes. “The most pressing challenge now is how to translate those measures into a protective regime that can save children in danger,” he said.

He therefore urged Council members to use the list to send a clear message that parties to conflict will be held accountable for their actions. Mr. Otunnu recommended that the Council seize the momentum of the day to, among other things, call on parties to immediately stop recruiting child soldiers. He suggested that the Council consider taking targeted measures against the mentioned parties, including travel restrictions on leaders and their exclusion from any governance structures and amnesty provisions. 

 
Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), said that at any given time, an estimated 300,000 children across the globe were serving as soldiers -- living proof of the world’s systematic failure to protect children. She was convinced that the naming and shaming of those parties who recruited or used child soldiers would help to establish a culture of accountability, one that could counteract the prevailing cruelty and indifference which children face and prevent such abuses from occurring in the future.

Ms. Bellamy urged Council members to consider the list in all their deliberations, and to update it regularly, expanding its scope to include parties to armed conflict in situations not now on the Council’s agenda. The list could be used not only to pressure those who violated children’s rights, but also to support and encourage progress. For its part, UNICEF would use the list to intensify its advocacy efforts, both globally and locally, she said.

She also said recent allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse of refugee and internally displaced children and women in West Africa has served as a wake-up call for the entire international community. The message was simple –- efforts to protect children and women in such circumstances had been inadequate.  She called on the Council to follow up on its recent Presidential Statement on the Protection of Civilians, which encouraged States, particularly troop contributing countries, to adopt the six core principles developed by the Inter Agency Task Force to prevent sexual abuse and exploitation.  

* * *

Cambodia

14 January – The United Nations and Cambodia have wrapped up exploratory talks in New York on the establishment of a special court to try former Khmer Rouge leaders for crimes against humanity.

The two sides held a sixth round of exploratory talks yesterday afternoon following a meeting between Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the head of the Cambodian delegation, Senior Minister Sok An.

Speaking to the press after their talks, Legal Counsel Hans Corell, the head of the UN delegation, said the last meeting was a “very intense” one that dealt with substantive issues as well. He said Mr. Sok An intends to go to Phnom Penh for further consultations, and that the Secretary-General would wish to have a message from Prime Minister Hun Sen before considering the next steps.

“We have worked very hard and have worked in good spirits,” Mr. Corell said of the discussions, but “until everything is agreed, nothing is agreed.”

Mr. Sok An agreed that the discussions had been intense and substantive, but offered no time frame on the road ahead. The Senior Minister did say, however, that “we can say that there is progress” – although no specifics were mentioned by either side.

* * *
Western Sahara

14 January – The top United Nations envoy guiding negotiations to end the conflict over Western Sahara began his four-day visit to the region today, a United Nations spokesperson said today in New York. 

James A. Baker III, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, who arrived in Morocco today, is scheduled to visit Rabat, Algiers, Tindouf and Nouakchott for meetings with the Governments of Morocco, Algeria and Mauritania and the leadership of the Frente POLISARIO, spokesman Fred Eckhard said. 

During his mission, Mr. Baker will present and explain to the parties and neighbouring countries a proposal for a political solution of the conflict, which provides for self-determination as requested by a Security Council resolution adopted last July.

* * *

Sierra Leone

14 January – The United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) today helped respond to an attempted break-in where shots rang out as a number of people attempted to raid a military compound on the outskirts of Freetown early this morning.

According to a UN spokesman in New York, the shooting occurred when Sierra Leone Police, Republic of Sierra Leone Armed forces (RSLAF) and UNAMSIL responded to an early morning call about an attempted break-in at a military barracks at the Aureol Tobacco Company in Calaba Town.

A number of people were arrested and are now detained. The Sierra Leone Police and the RSLAF Military Police are jointly conducting a full investigation.

* * *

West Africa

14 January – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today welcomed the signing of a ceasefire agreement in Lomé, Togo, between the two rebel movements in western Côte d’Ivoire and loyalist forces.

“We hope [yesterday’s] ceasefire will contribute to improving general security conditions in the west, in particular for Liberian refugees trapped in the conflict, and facilitate humanitarian operations in the region,” UNHCR spokesperson Delphine Marie said at a press briefing in Geneva.

“We also support the Paris process and call on all parties who will take part in the talks as of tomorrow to find a peaceful resolution. They should also make commitments for the safety of humanitarian staff and operations on the territory of Côte d’Ivoire and for the free movement of civilians, including refugees,” she added.

Ms. Marie said UNHCR remained extremely concerned about Liberian refugees caught in the conflict in western Côte d’Ivoire, as many of them have been reportedly prevented from fleeing back to Liberia and are falsely accused by the local population of being involved with the rebels.

“UNHCR is appealing to the local population and young loyalists manning numerous checkpoints in the region to stop harassing refugees and let those who want to leave Côte d’Ivoire depart,” she said. “The checkpoints have made any movement nearly impossible for the refugees.”

In other news, Ms. Marie announced that Deputy High Commissioner Mary Ann Wyrsch will leave tomorrow on an 11-day mission to West Africa, where she will get a first-hand look at several ongoing operations.

During her four-nation visit, Ms. Wyrsch will also discuss administrative, financial and management issues with UNHCR staff involved in some of the refugee agency’s most challenging operations, the spokesperson said. These include current refugee movements in Liberia and Cote d’Ivoire, as well as the Sierra Leone repatriation. She will travel to border areas and refugee or returnee camps to meet recently arrived refugees from Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia. She will also meet Sierra Leonean refugees in Liberia, as well as recent returnees in Sierra Leone.

* * * 

UN Tribunals

14 January – Plans to resume hearings in the trial of Slobodan Milosevic have been postponed at least through Thursday because of the former Yugoslav President’s illness, judges at the United Nations war crimes tribunal announced today.

The UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) called off the hearing, which was scheduled to resume Monday. Mr. Milosevic has suffered at least two bouts of flu since his trial started, causing proceedings to be delayed by a month.

During the summer, the former Yugoslav President was found to be at severe risk from heart problems, according to a medical report requested by the UN court. The trial judges recommended further treatment for Mr. Milosevic, and requested a report from a cardiologist before they consider further steps to ease any stress on his health.

Mr. Milosevic is under indictment by the Tribunal for various crimes allegedly committed during the early 1990s in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in Kosovo during the 1999 conflict there. On 11 September 2002, the Prosecution finished presenting its case with regard to Kosovo. The Croatia and Bosnia hearings opened two weeks later on 26 September.

In other Tribunal news, the trial chambers of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) resumed their public hearings in Arusha on Monday, with nine cases in progress involving 22 accused.


* * *

Peacekeeping

14 January – A Finnish military officer who distinguished himself in United Nations peacekeeping operations in the Middle East has died at the age of 81.

Gen. Ensio Siilasvuo, who passed away late last week, was commander of the UN observer mission in the Middle East from 1973 to1975 and head coordinator of UN peacekeeping in Jerusalem from 1975 to 1979, a UN spokesperson said in New York.

General Siilasvuo was instrumental in brokering the armistice between Israel and Egypt in the fall of 1973. The location of the negotiations – a military tent at the kilometre post 101 on the road between Suez and Cairo – became the symbol of peacekeeping operations.

* *** *
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