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Boring greenies hope to be next year's black
By Stephanie Peatling, Environment Reporter
July 15 2003

Shopping to save the planet could be the next campaign cry of the green movement as part of a global rebranding of the eco-friendly lifestyle as sexy and cool.

Environmentalism's dull but worthy image is just not working, said the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer. 

"We cannot avoid the facts, but if I only come with a moral attitude, if I only come with a negative message, I won't reach the hearts of people," said Mr Toepfer, who will speak at the University of NSW's Eco-Innovate conference this morning.

"It must be in line with their way of life so what we must do is harness people's purchasing power."

Mr Toepfer said it was a concern that people were not responding to resource issues - such as water and energy consumption - with the same enthusiasm as they did to individual campaigns based on saving iconic areas such as the Franklin River or Ningaloo Reef from specific threats.

This is borne out in Australian research which shows that people are concerned about the environment as an issue. However, they are less inclined to take action in their daily lives such as catching public transport instead of driving or using less water.

Part of the problem, Mr Toepfer believes, is that an environmentally friendly lifestyle is not cool enough for image-conscious consumers.

While people were interested in activities such as recycling, they did not follow up their actions by buying products made from recycled materials.

"The image that environ-mentally friendly products have is that they are not the most sexy, cool products," Mr Toepfer said.

To get people's attention represented a challenge for environmentally conscious producers to rebrand themselves as "the fashion of the season".

Mr Toepfer will meet the federal Environment Minister, Dr David Kemp, tomorrow.

Mr Toepfer is a believer in the merits of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change which Australia is refusing to ratify because the Government claims that it does not go far enough in addressing the problem.

"What we have to do again and again is underline that climate change is a problem and that countries must act," Mr Toepfer said. He said that any nations which had doubts about the protocol's effectiveness should remember that it is "the only thing we have".

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Associated Press

Fresh water shortage kills children
July 15, 2003

CHILDREN were dying every day from water-related diseases with at least 80 countries suffering from chronic fresh water shortages, an international environmental expert said today.

Dr Klaus Topfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), addressed the Eco-Innovate '03 conference at the University of New South Wales. 

He said most of the world's resources were being used by developed countries at the expense of developing ones. 

Dr Topfer warned delegates to the conference, that the world must learn to manage resources more efficiently, particularly in Asia. 

"We are leaving an ever-larger and more destructive footprint of human activity on the world," Dr Topfer said. 





















"At least 80 countries are suffering severe water shortages and the number is growing. 

"Asia has the lowest per capita amount of water in the world and we must be aware that daily there are children dying from water-related diseases." 

He said UNEP's primary goal was to provide a better equality in things as vital as fresh drinking water. 

"We have to decrease the amount of poverty and increase the amount of people having access to (fresh) water by the year 2050," he said. 

"It's a huge, huge challenge. It seems to be a long time until 2050, but believe me if we want to reach this target ... we have to (give) more than 250,000 people per day access to fresh water to reach these numbers." 

AAP

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

July 14, 2003, Monday 

Climate catastrophes - just the tip of the melting iceberg 

Record heat in India, severe flooding in Sri Lanka, and an unprecedented number of tornados in the United

      States - all extreme weather events the U.N.'s World Meteorological Organization has recently linked to

      escalating global warming. 

      The extraordinary climatic activity in May and June 2003 in these three regions has left nearly 1,750 people   dead. In China this summer, record flooding has killed 569 people so far, while in India and Bangladesh, 4.4  million have been rendered homeless. 

      As world temperatures continue to shoot up, death tolls and increased devastation from violent weather

      could skyrocket as well, the WMO says. "Record extremes in weather and climate events continue to occur   around the world," the world's weather bureau reported in an unusual July 2 statement. "In recent years, the  number of such extremes has been increasing." 

      The United Kingdom's Independent newspaper described the WMO's report as "startling" and "astonishing" in   a July 4 editorial, noting the U.N. body never issues such statements mid-year. 

      "The unprecedented warning takes its force and significance from the fact that it is not coming from

      Greenpeace or Friends of the Earth, but from an impeccably respected U.N. organization that is not given to hyperbole," the Independent notes. 

      The WMO says global average land and sea surface temperatures in May 2003 were the second highest

      since records began in 1880. Considering land temperatures only, May was the warmest month ever

      recorded. 

      Scientists predict over the next 100 years, global average temperatures will surge between 1.4-5.8 degrees

      Celsius - an increase that threatens the existence of life on the planet, some say. 

      Despite back-pedaling by the United States and fence walking by Russia, most of the world and its scientists acknowledge that human activity is widely to blame for the rising mercury, and are ready to take action to  minimize it. 

      Since the early 1990s, the burning of fossil fuels has been fingered as the main cause of greenhouse gas

      (GHG) increases in the atmosphere. The consumption of coal, oil, and natural gas is releasing the carbon

      stored in these fossil fuels at an unprecedented rate, a U.N. Environmental Programme fact sheet

      states. 

      Global annual emissions amount to more than 23 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide, up 30 per cent since

      1800. The gases create an invisible "greenhouse" encompassing the earth's atmosphere, locking heat inside

      and warming the planet. 

      The seriousness of the effects of fossil-fuel consumption is witnessed in resounding international agreement

      to tackle the problem. So far, 110 industrialized nations have ratified or acceded the 1997 Kyoto Protocol,

      which would legally bind nations to meet specific greenhouse gas-reduction targets. 

      However, after the world's number one GHG polluter - the United States - shunned the Protocol for a

      "voluntary" reduction approach, international action to combat the growing danger is in jeopardy. Ratification by Russia would bring the Kyoto agreement into effect, but the government of Vladimir Putin continues to  stall citing economic concerns. 

      While heatwaves, floods, drought, and desertification increase in number and intensity, the current climate

      chaos could be just the tip of the iceberg. 

      "However severe these currently-unfolding climate change impacts might seem, they are - like the canary in the coal mine - just the first whispers of the holocaust that lies ahead if nothing is done to reduce      greenhouse gas emissions," says global warming author Mark Lynas. 

      "Climate change is an issue of basic human survival." 

      Lynas underscores the work of paleontologist Michael Benton from Bristol University. Benton, author of

      "When Life Nearly Died", says 95 per cent of life on earth was wiped out after a series of volcanic eruptions in Siberia during the Permian period, 251 million years ago. 

      The volcanic event spewed massive amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, initiating a greenhouse

      cycle that warmed the earth's temperature by 6 degrees Celsius - the same high-end figure predicted by

      WMO scientists by the end of the 21st century. 

      The latest climatological research, however, says the earth may heat up even more than WMO scientists

      estimate. A June meeting in Berlin of atmospheric researchers - using a computer model they say is more

      accurate than the WMO's - led to predictions of a 7-10 degree Celsius upper-limit jump by 2100. 

      Another factor to contemplate, Lynas says, is the rapidity of the current carbon dioxide explosion into the

      atmosphere. 

      "The rise in greenhouse gases, which triggered the end-Permian mass extinction, took place over many

      thousands of years," he says. "The current rise is happening in decades." 

      So what can be done? 

      Lynas suggests for starters the Kyoto Protocol must be implemented immediately. In a decade, "equal

      per-person emissions rights" should be legislated around the world, as proposed by the Global Commons

      Institute in London. 

      Ultimately, the world must shift from a fossil fuel-based economy, to one driven by clean energy sources, he says. 

      "The old mindset which demands an oil-based economy must be left behind, not just because it sparks wars

      and terrorism in the short term, but because the very future of life on Earth depends on it as well." dpa rk

      blg ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NZZ Online

Swiss want to host fight against "dirty dozen”

Switzerland has announced it wants to be the seat of a United Nations

environmental body that focuses on the elimination of 12 chemical pollutants.

Bern's candidacy came at the seventh negotiating round in Geneva of the Stockholm Convention on

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).

The Convention on POPs, which was adopted in 2001, aims to eliminate 12 highly toxic and persistent

chemicals around the world. 

 "POPs are a problem of global dimension,” said Philippe Roch, director of the Swiss environment

agency.

Italy and Germany are also candidates for the permanent seat of the Secretariat, which until now has been

provisionally held in Geneva Â– where Roch hopes the organisation will stay. 

The Swiss stressed that a number of related organisations, such as the Basel Convention, which regulates

trade in hazardous wastes, have their Secretariats in Geneva offering potential synergies.

Financial support

At the current negotiating round which ends on Friday financial support for developing countries

to eliminate POPs, as well as the implementation of the accord at a national level are on the agenda. 

Switzerland has said it would support countries that do not have the technical and financial means to

eliminate POPs. 

Roch added that research into the environmental impact of new chemicals was needed and more toxic

products might be added to the list. 

The decision on where the permanent seat of the Convention will be located is to be decided in Uruguay

in 2005. It is due to enter into force after ratification by 50 countries

To date, 34 countries have ratified the accord, with Switzerland last month becoming its most recent

member. 

swissinfo

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Global Marine Body Deals with Shipbreaking, Oil Spills 

                      LONDON, United Kingdom, July 14, 2003 (ENS) - The hazards of shipbreaking, single hull oil tankers, and stowaways in ships' ballast water are on the agenda this week as the Marine Environment Protection Committee of the International Maritime Organization, the UN agency with responsibility for                      the safety of shipping and the prevention of marine pollution by ships, meets  in London. 

                      The International Maritime Organization (IMO) is in the process of removing  Greenpeace from its list of officially recognized observers, but that did not prevent the organization from making its views known to delegates arriving for the committee meeting. 

The delegates were welcomed by Greenpeacers bearing a five meter (16 foot) long sculpture made from the remains of ships taken from Indian shipbreaking yards. 

The sculpture contains the funnels of five old ships, one of which exploded in the yard at Alang, India in                      February, killing nine  people and causing more than a dozen serious injuries. 

Greenpeace says the ship, the Amina, contained hazardous gas and other toxic substances, and the organization blames the Greek owner, Chandris Lines, for declining responsibility for the way the ship was delivered. 

This week, under the chairmanship of Andreas Chrysostomou of Cyprus, the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee is expected to finalize the draft IMO Guidelines on Ship Recycling for submission to the 23rd IMOAssembly later this year for adoption. 

The draft guidelines recognize that, while the principle of ship recycling may be sound, "the working practices and environmental standards in the yards often leave much to be desired," the committee said. 

Responsibility for conditions in the yards lies with the countries in which they are located, the committee said, but other stakeholders must contribute towards minimizing potential problems in the yards. 

The draft guidelines are voluntary rather than mandatory in emphasis. They will give advice to all                                                 stakeholders in the recycling process, including administrations of ship building and maritime equipment                                                     supplying countries, flag, port and recycling states, as well as intergovernmental organizations and commercial                                                     bodies such as shipowners, ship builders, repairers and recycling yards. 

But Ramapati Kumar from Greenpeace India said today that the voluntary measures proposed by the IMO will not protect the people or the environment in Asia. He called on the IMO to establish a legally binding regime to govern shipbreaking recycling, which he termed "a form of waste trade." 

"With this sculpture we want to make clear that this lethal business of sending toxic ships to Asia and elsewhere without cleaning them first is a lethal business that needs to stop," Kumar said. "Some ship owners and others in the shipping industry have told Greenpeace that they too want mandatory rules to provide a level playing field." 

The ships sent for scrapping contain asbestos, polychlorinated biphenyls, and oil harmful to human health and the environment. The presence of other substances, such as fuel or gases in the ships' tanks increases the risk of explosion and other accidents putting the safety of workers at risk, Kumar said. 

Phaseout of Single Hull Tankers 

The committee will consider submissions by all the 15 member states of the European Union, to accelerate the phaseout timetable for older single hull tankers. The proposal arose after the oil spills that contaminated the coasts of France, Spain and Portugal after the sinking of the tanker "Prestige" last  November and the "Erika" in December 1999. 

The phaseout of single hull tankers would require amendments to the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, known as the MARPOL Convention. 

The European countries have proposed an immediate ban on the carriage of heavy grades of oil in single hull tankers and for the Condition Assessment Scheme, adopted in 2001 in the wake of the Erika incident, to be applied to tankers of 15 years of age and above. 

To ensure that delegates of the 162 countries that belong to the IMO have as much relevant information as possible to hand when they consider the proposals, IMO Secretary-General William O'Neil reactivated the Informal Group of Experts, first commissioned in 2000 to assess the likely effect of post-Erika proposals, to study the impact of the new proposals now submitted. 

The completed study, undertaken by independent experts nominated by industry organizations, is available to delegates when they consider the new proposals this week. 

The study covers the volume of oil and oil products carried by oil tankers worldwide and by region, the number of single hull tankers to be affected by the proposals, the capacity of shipyards needed to replace the single hull tankers that would be withdrawn from service compared with the capacity of shipyards available worldwide, and the annual scrapping capacity of ship  recycling facilities. 

A proposal for Belgium, France, Ireland, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom to formally designate a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) to cover a wide area west of these countries in the Atlantic Ocean is also up for discussion by the committee this week. The proposal would prohibit the carriage of heavy oils by single hull tankers in this area. 

The committee will also consider a proposal from Australia and Papua New Guinea for the extension of the Great Barrier Reef PSSA to cover the Torres  Strait Region, together with the associated protective measures. 

Another proposal would create the Paracas National Reserve PSSA off Peru's Pacific coast. Paracas is the only protected coastal marine system in Peru,  supporting fish, birds, and marine mammals such as whales, sea lions and sea otters. 

                      Stowaways in Ballast Water 

To deal with the problem of harmful aquatic organisms in ships' ballast water, the Marine Environment Protection Committee will review in detail a draft International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments. 

It is expected that the draft treaty will be finalized at this session through the Ballast Water Working Group for circulation to the planned diplomatic conference, set to be held in early 2004. 

In order to maintain stability during transit, ships fill their ballast tanks with water. Large ships may carry millions of gallons of ballast water taken from coastal port areas and transport it to the next port of call, where the water may be discharged or exchanged. 

 As a ship takes on ballast water it also  loads organisms living in that water, from microscopic plants and              animals to mussels, crabs, and fish. 

Scientists estimate that as many as 3,000 alien species per day are transported in ships around the world in their ballast water Some of the species that survive the trip thrive in the environment where they are discharged, causing disruptions in the natural ecosystem, economic problems, and human diseases. 

Ballast water from the United States New England coast introduced into the Black Sea a comb jellyfish that feeds on anything smaller than itself. In its new environment, the comb jelly has no natural predators and has outcompeted native species for food. As a consequence, the once profitable anchovy fisheries in Russia and Turkey have almost disappeared. 

Tiny zebra mussels from European ships have invaded the Great Lakes between the United States and Canada. These organisms form large clumps which can clog water intake pipes and damage other structures. The United States now requires all ships traveling in the Great Lakes or the Hudson River to exchange ballast water in the open ocean before entering these waterways. 

The issue of harmful aquatic organisms in ships' ballast water was first raised at the IMO in 1988. Shipping moves over 80 percent of the world’s commodities and transfers some three to five billion metric tons of ballast                      water internationally each year. 

The problem of invasive species is due to the expanded trade and traffic volume over the last few decades, the IMO says, and volumes of seaborne trade continue overall to increase, so the problem may not yet have reached its peak. 

In order to help developing countries understand the problem and monitor the situation, IMO, together with other UN agencies, is implementing the Global Ballast Water Management Program and has provided technical support and expertise to these countries. 

                     Putting an End to Organotin Compounds 

The Marine Environment Protection Committee will review for adoption two sets of draft guidelines relating to the 2001 International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships - draft guidelines for brief  sampling of anti-fouling systems, and draft guidelines for inspections of ships anti-fouling systems. 

A new IMO convention will prohibit the use of harmful organotins in anti-fouling paints used on ships and will establish a mechanism to prevent the potential future use of other harmful substances in anti-fouling systems. The harmful environmental effects of organotin compounds were recognized by the IMO in 1989. 

Anti-fouling paints are used to coat the  bottoms of ships to prevent sealife such as algae and molluscs attaching themselves to the hull, where they slow the ships down and increase fuel consumption. 

These compounds slowly leach into the sea water, killing barnacles and other marine life that have attached to the ship. But the studies have shown that these compounds persist in the water, killing sea life, harming the environment and possibly entering the food chain. One of the most effective anti-fouling  paints, developed in the 1960s, contains the organotin tributyl tin, which has been proven to cause deformations in oysters and sex changes in whelks. 

In November 1999, the IMO adopted a resolution that called on the Marine Environment Protection Committee to develop an instrument, legally binding throughout the world, to address the harmful effects of anti-fouling systems  used on ships. 

The resolution called for a global prohibition on the application of organotin compounds which act as biocides in anti-fouling systems on ships by January  1, 2003, and a complete prohibition by January 1, 2008. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Boost for offshore wind power 

     A big expansion in the amount of electricity generated from offshore wind power has been announced by the UK Government. 

     Licences are being issued for thousands of turbines to be built off the British coast to generate as much energy as around six nuclear power stations. 

     It will also make a major contribution to the government's targets for renewable energy and create up to 20,000 jobs. 

     It is the biggest single step taken to increase the amount of electricity produced without polluting the atmosphere, BBC environment correspondent Tim Hirsch said. 

     Trade and Industry Secretary Patricia Hewitt announced on Monday the leasing of large areas of the seabed in three areas of the country. 

     Ms Hewitt said the move was widely supported by the public who agreed with the government that cleaner sources of energy were needed. 

     "We have got the best wind resources in the whole of Europe and it is crazy that we are lagging behind countries like Germany and Spain and Denmark, when we have the great expertise in offshore developments that we built up  with North Sea oil," she told the BBC. 

     The move has been welcomed by environmental groups but some sites will face objections because of a possible impact on birds and wildlife. 

     Friends of the Earth said it was delighted with the plans. 

     "Hopefully this marks the start of a massive programme to harness the considerable opportunities offered by wind, tides and waves," said energy campaigner Bryony Worthington. 

     "Renewable energy has the potential to provide all our energy needs and is a clean, safe and affordable alternative to nuclear energy and inefficient coal-fired power stations." 

     'Massive commitment' 

     Greenpeace spokesman Rob Gueterbock said the environmental lobby group had no hesitation in applauding the government. 

     "For 30 years Greenpeace has opposed the pollution of our oceans but can today fully support this massive commitment to harness wind power at sea," he said. 

             EXPANSION PLANS 

             Leasing of sea beds on North West coast, the Wash and   Thames Estuary 

             Cost of £6bn 

             Create 20,000 jobs in manufacturing, installation and maintenance 

             Will produce 10 times more than existing wind farms 

             Will generate 5% of total UK power needs 

             Firms will have three months to submit tenders 

     "Global warming poses a unique threat to our planet, but the government is now demonstrating the ambition needed to defeat it." 

     The British Wind Energy Association said it was "fantastic news". 

     Chief executive Marcus Rand said: "We have the best offshore wind resource in Europe and today's announcement signals that we are now on track to seriously develop it. 

     "Successful projects from this announcement could account for over half of the government's 10% target and could be supplying clean electricity to four million households by 2010." 

     Expensive 

     National Wind Power, which is currently building the country's first large scale offshore wind farm off the Welsh coast, described the move as "a serious commitment". 

     "This is the first step of the launch of what is going to be the biggest step in renewable energy in this country," managing director Alan Moore the BBC Radio 4 Today programme. 

     However, he warned electricity bills could rise as a result. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Floods, Rains Spread Disease in India's Assam 

  NALBARI, India - Water-borne diseases are attacking thousands of people forced to live in the open after heavy monsoon rains caused flooding in eastern India, officials said. 

  Tens of thousands of people are suffering from malaria and diarrhea in India's northeastern state of Assam, where surging river waters have made 400,000 people homeless. 

  "Out of 400,000 homeless, around 50,000 are suffering from high fever and water-borne diseases," Bhumidhar Burman, Assam's health minister, told Reuters. 

  At least 250 people have been killed by the floods so far in eastern India and neighboring Bangladesh. Roughly another 400 people were killed when an overcrowded ferry capsized in a rain-swollen river in Bangladesh last week. 

  Five children drowned in overnight flooding in Bangladesh where a second spell of floods in less than a month has left around 250,000 homeless and 1.5 million more cut off. 

  In India's Assam state, swollen rivers, criss-crossing the state, are fast changing their normal course, washing away villages and forcing  people to use rafts and boats. 

  Around 3,000 villages in the state's Nalbari district are marooned and water levels have risen near the rooftops of straw and bamboo huts. 

  "I somehow swam across, took my five daughters and wife, to a safer place. Now I am trying to save my goats," Bharat Boro, a farmer in  Nalbari, said, as he waded through neck-deep water to move his livestock to higher ground. 

  Nearby, Naharun Bibi was cooking rice on a raised platform after the water rose to waist level in her hut, which she shares with nine  children. 

  "I am too poor to own a boat. I am praying to Allah to save us," she said. 

  The risk of disease has increased because large lakes of water created by prolonged heavy showers are a breeding ground for mosquitoes,  Burman said. 

  Officials said chloroquine, an anti-malarial medicine, and water purifying tablets have been distributed to villagers. 

  Water commission officials said all rivers in Assam were rising, with the local meteorological office forecasting more showers in the next 24 hours. 

  "The situation will worsen if the rains continue," Nurjamal Sarkar, the state's water resources minister, said Sunday. 

  Story Date: 15/7/2003 

_________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 15 July 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Boring greenies hope to be next year's black
Sydney Morning Herald, Australia (By Stephanie Peatling, Environment Reporter), July 15 2003 - Shopping to save the planet could be the next campaign cry of the green movement as part of a global rebranding of the eco-friendly lifestyle as sexy and cool.
Environmentalism's dull but worthy image is just not working, said the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, Klaus Toepfer. 
"We cannot avoid the facts, but if I only come with a moral attitude, if I only come with a negative message, I won't reach the hearts of people," said Mr Toepfer, who will speak at the University of NSW's Eco-Innovate conference this morning.

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/07/14/1058034941732.html 

General environment news

Floods wreak havoc across Asia 
In India, more than three million people have been displaced and 25 killed in floods in the north eastern state of Assam.
Officials say the situation is worsening by the hour with flood waters rising.
Outbreaks of malaria and Japanese encephalitis have claimed the lives of at least 78 people since the beginning of June.
In Bangladesh floods have disrupted the lives of millions and left 80 dead as the monsoon rains continue to batter the country.
While in China, authorities are redoubling their efforts to fight floods in the country's central and eastern regions.
They say water levels on the swollen Huai River are beginning to fall but are still dangerously high.
The government says 569 people have died due to flooding in China this year while some two million people have been evacuated from disaster areas. http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNA_901097.htm
Floods kill nine people, 24 missing in Afghanistan 
IRNA, Iran - 13 Jul 2003 - Kabul, July 13, IRNA -- Floods in Afghanistan killed about nine people and 24 others are missing, United Nations spokesman Manoel de Almeida  e Silva said Sunday.                                                  

"The situation is serious, with up to 24 people missing and nine bodies have been recovered so far," said the UN spokesman.            

"A mission by the UN and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees visited Shibar district, to assess the extent and damage of floods in the Ghandak valley, in Bamiyan province," said the spokesman.                                                        

"Around 50 houses in the valley have been destroyed in the floods," he added.                                                    

"UNHCR have distributed blankets and tents," the spokesman said. After years of drought, war-ravaged Afghanistan is now suffering from flash floods. In the last few months several floods have destroyed hundreds of houses and farmland and killed and injured dozens of people.       
http://www.irna.ir/en/head/030713212607.ehe.shtml                                               

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –15 July  2003

Belize and Caribbean Tackling Ozone Depletion 

Belize City, Mon. Nov. 13:
Belize is taking global warming very seriously. This comes not a moment too soon as recent atmospheric analysis has shown that ozone depletion has spread far beyond South America's Tierra del Fuégo to portions of Antarctica. To help in this global battle, Belize is hosting a two-day meeting of The Caribbean Network of Ozone Depletion Substances Officers. The group is a body of technicians working closely to monitor the use of chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) throughout the Caribbean.
Meeting at the Radisson Fort George Hotel Monday, November 13 and Tuesday, 14, the 18 representatives will review CFC usage in the region and devise plans for their eventual elimination.
Geoffery Tierney, network manager of the UNEP's Latin America and Caribbean division of technology, industry and economics, called on each country to freeze CFC use immediately and reduce consumption by 50 percent annually until phased out entirely. He said the battle to save the ozone layer is a crucial one in efforts to save the planet.

Acknowledging the importance of the issue, keynote speaker the Hon. John Briceño, deputy prime minister and minister of natural resources, the environment and industry, said Belize is aware of the dire circumstances of the ozone layer. He explained that Belize is committed to phasing out and eliminating use of all ozone depleting substances (ODS) well within the timeframe set by the Montreal Protocol, which governs the issue. 
"We have prohibited manufacturing of substances harmful to the ozone layer since 1966, prohibit using ODS in the production of foams and solvents, don't use halons in fire-fighting equipment, and have banned importation of methyl bromide," said Briceño. Methyl bromide, used in certain agricultural chemicals, has been banned since 1985.

Briceño acknowledged that air-conditioning and refrigeration are major elements in today' society as people seek comfort and fresh produce. Both air-conditioning and refrigeration use large quantities of chlorofluorocarbons, which cause severe damage to the ozone layer. He said government will deal with the matter through prohibiting importation of equipment requiring CFCs, require training and certification of air-conditioning and refrigeration technicians, and reduction of tariffs on equipment and materials helpful to ODS phase-out. 
"We are taking this position on this matter because it is the right thing to do," said Briceño.
"Minister Briceño is absolutely correct," said environmental officer Martin Avella. "At the rate we are going we should meet protocol guidelines for 2010 by 2006; four years ahead of schedule." He said Belize became a member of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that deplete the Ozone Layer in 1997. As of February this year, 173 countries had ratified the protocol.

Related article: "Giving Earth a Break" Towards Eliminating Ozone Depletion Substances 
www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT:
Firms Ignore Climate Change at Their Own Risk 

Katrin Dauenhauer 


WASHINGTON, Jul  (IPS) - Many of the world's biggest carbon dioxide polluters are not adequately reporting on the financial risks posed by climate change, according to a new study by a coalition of environmental, investor and advocacy groups. 

Leading companies -- including ChevronTexaco, ExxonMobil, General Electric, Southern Company and Xcel Energy -- are failing to deal with global warming issues in key areas, such as inadequate board reviews and flimsy strategies to address risks and opportunities, says the 129-page study, titled ”Corporate Governance and Climate Change: Making the Connection.” 

The study was released Wednesday by the Boston-based Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES). 

”Recent corporate scandals point to the high price paid by everyone -- investors, employees, and pension beneficiaries -- for inadequate corporate governance practices,” said Mindy S. Lubber, the executive director of CERES. 

”This report uncovers that climate change is a new 'off-balance sheet' risk that could affect shareholder value,” she said. ”We need leaders in the private and public sectors to support climate change policy solutions that achieve real emissions reductions.” 

The report grades 20 companies, including the top five carbon emitters in the auto, oil and electric power industries, on their performance on social and environmental issues. 

Though 17 of the 20 companies report they have conducted a board-level review of climate change, illustrating the growing importance of this issue, few are openly addressing it in their government filings, according to the report. 

”The report underscores the lack of disclosure in securities filings about climate change and raises serious questions about the adequacy of reporting and enforcement of Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) rules,” said Phil Angelides, the treasurer of the U.S. state of California. 

Eight of the profiled companies make no mention at all of climate change or related issues in their 2001 securities filings. Only three have made greenhouse gas reductions a factor in compensation for their top executives and plant managers, the report says. 

And though virtually all profiled companies are now measuring greenhouse gas emissions from their facilities, none have set baselines to control emissions from their products. 

”All companies in this report are taking some governance actions to respond to climate change. But few have adopted comprehensive programs to treat this issues as an imminent financial and environmental threat,” said the report's author, Douglas Cogan, the deputy director of social issues for the Investor Responsibility Research Centre (IRRC). 

”Companies cannot expect to mitigate climate change risks and seize new market opportunities until they build a foundation of well functioning environmental management systems and properly focused governance practices for a carbon-constrained world,” he added. 

If the problem of climate change is ignored, it will end up costing billions for companies, shareholders and taxpayers, the report states. 

The study also found disparities in corporations' responses to climate change between U.S. and non-U.S. companies, with the widest gap in the oil industry. 

According to a 14-point checklist used to weigh each company on key climate change decisions, European firms like BP and Royal Dutch/Shell far outstripped U.S.-based Chevron Texaco, ConocoPhillips and ExxonMobil in responding to the problem. 

While this may be in part due to more rigorous environmental laws in Europe, U.S. companies cannot afford to lag behind on carbon reductions, said William Reilly, a former Environmental Protection Administration chief under the first President Bush. 

”Climate change is a serious issue and it won't go away,” he said. ”Companies with a significant presence in Europe will have to address the issue earlier than others, but ultimately everyone will be affected.” 

In addition, a stronger environmental awareness by U.S. companies is needed if they want to successfully compete on a multinational playing field, experts say. 

”The fact that the current federal administration has turned its back on the environment -- and is blind to the threat of global warming -- does not and should not absolve these companies of their responsibility to accurately and honestly assess, disclose, and act on the risks,” said Eliot Spitzer, New York's attorney-general. 

While the U.S. federal level lacks leadership in environment-related issues, there is action on the international and state level that could subject companies to stricter environmental regulations. 

Although Pres. Bush formally withdrew U.S. participation from the Kyoto Protocol -- an international treaty to cap carbon emissions -- in June 2001, more than 170 other nations remain committed to it. Some 106 nations have already ratified the Protocol. 

At the United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development Russia signaled its intent to ratify the pact, which would bring its entry into force. 

The United States produces about one-quarter of the world's greenhouse gases, with the state of Texas alone regularly exceeding France in annual emissions. In light of this, many states -- including California, New Hampshire and Massachusetts -- are taking steps to reduce their pollution. 

Growing pressure to include risk calculations related to climate change is also coming from insurance companies. Swiss RE, a leading global reinsurance company, now asks for strategies to mitigate climate change. 

In addition to the 14 point checklist, the report also offers some specific recommendations for investors, boards of directors, company executives, Congress and the SEC, suggesting that the problem of global warming demands leadership in a variety of areas. 

”The recommended measures will be an important step in minimising the risks posed by climate change and maximising the investment opportunities that lie ahead,” said Lubber. ”As responsible stewards, we can and must rise to this governance challenge.” (END/2003)

ENVIRONMENT-BRAZIL:
Bugs in the Farm Business 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Jul  (IPS) - Insects, like viruses and other microorganisms, have turned into merchandise with a growing presence in international trade as they are increasingly used as a means to control agricultural pests. 

By intensifying the flow of goods, tourism and migration, the globalisation process has also increased the worldwide dissemination of funguses, bacteria and other biological agents that cause severe agricultural losses. 

Until a decade ago, the entry into Brazil of such harmful species was tallied in the dozens, but in recent years they have been measured by the hundreds, say health authorities. 

Because these exotic pests do not have natural enemies in the local environment, they spread rapidly and aggressively, and force heavy expenditures on agro-toxins. Brazil's consumption of pesticides rose from a billion dollars in 1991 to 2.5 billion in 2000, according to farming sector reports. 

The use of biological control agents (also known simply as biocontrols) in fighting farm pests is an alternative that is only now being developed in this country, but it has a promising future despite ”cultural obstacles” like the lack of information and reluctance to give up farm chemicals, says José Roberto Parra, expert at the Luiz de Queiroz School of Agriculture (ESALQ) in Piracicaba, outside Sao Paulo. 

This approach is a great opportunity for young agronomists and biologists because the national and international markets for biocontrols are showing a tendency for rapid expansion, he said in a conversation with IPS. 

Two ESALQ graduate students have already seen biocontrols as a great opportunity. Agronomists Danilo Pedrazzoli and Diogo Rodrigues Carvalho set up the company Bug Agentes Biológicos two years ago and now provide an army of insects and insect eggs used in combating pest infestations. 

The firm has 30 employees and is exporting the eggs of the Anagasta kuehniella moth, which serves as food for the Trichogramma, a parasite used as a biocontrol over at least 18 million hectares of farmland in 16 countries, reports Bug. 

The crops for which this ”parasitoid” is targeted include sugar cane, maize, soya, cotton and tomato. 

The Brazilian company produces 10 kg of moth eggs each month and exports 30 percent of the output to the United States and to European countries like Denmark, France and Switzerland. 

Ten kilos is enough to reproduce 360 million Trichogramma parasites, says Parra, who also services as a consultant to Bug. 

The exports are favoured by Brazil's low production costs, according to Alexandre de Sene Pinto, coordinator of the project to produce natural enemies to crop pests, carried out by Bug with financing from the Sao Paulo Research Foundation, a state agency that foments technological development. 

Biocontrols offer several advantages, especially their relatively low cost. In fighting the sugar cane borer (Diatraea saccharalis), a moth that takes a heavy toll on sugar production, the use of commercial agro-chemicals costs three times more than the use of biocontrol parasites, Sene Pinto told IPS. 

As a result of this cost disparity, ”80 percent of the sugar cane grown in Sao Paulo state is treated with biocontrols,” he said. 

The companies producing anti-pest insects and microorganisms are themselves multiplying in Brazil, where the technology began to be debated in the 1970s, notes Parra. They generally start out small and quickly expand, as occurred with the Dutch firm Koppert, which has subsidiaries in several countries, he added. 

The biggest obstacles standing in the way of greater biocontrol use in Brazil are -- in addition to cultural barriers -- the lack of extension activities in the rural sector, which prevents technology from reaching the farmers, and the scarcity of qualified experts in the area. 

In the Latin American context, Brazil lags behind its neighbour Colombia in the development of biocontrols. Colombia has had more than 20 companies in the sector for quite some time. Only now is Brazil in a position to claim leadership, thanks in large part to the growing number of graduate students specialising in biological controls for farm pests, says Parra. 

”The critical mass has grown,” evident in the fact that more than 600 Brazilian researchers interested in this alternative approach gathered for a meeting in mid-June in Sao Paulo state, said the expert. 

Brazil and several other Latin American countries hold great biodiversity, which is a contributing factor to advances in the bio-manufacture of anti-pest species, but the industrialised nations still hold the technological advantage, said Parra. 

Furthermore, in the tropical countries it is harder to control pests because there is no harsh winter to kill off certain microorganisms, he added. 

International trade in biological agents remains limited due to health barriers, as precautionary attitudes surround the introduction of new species, but such transactions are tending to increase as farm pests expand across borders, says the ESALQ expert. 

The citrus miner, the Phyllocnistis citrella larvae, appeared in Brazil in 1996, originating in Asia, and spread across the numerous orange groves in Sao Paulo state due to the lack of natural enemies. 

In cases like this, explained Parra, those enemies generally must be imported in order to establish environmental equilibrium. (END/2003)
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* * * *
Secretary-General

14 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and United States President George W. Bush today discussed a stabilization plan for war-torn Liberia under which the United States would assist a UN peacekeeping force composed of West African nations.

“We have more or less agreed to a general approach on the Liberian issue. And I’m very pleased with that,” Mr. Annan, on a one-day visit to Washington, told journalists in a joint appearance with Mr. Bush after the two had met in the White House Oval Office.

Mr. Bush said the United States wanted to enable the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to get in and help create the conditions necessary for the cease-fire to hold, “that we’ll participate with the troops.”

Noting that he was still in the process of determining what was necessary, Mr. Bush added: “I told the Secretary-General that we want to help, that there must be a UN presence, quickly, into Liberia. He and I discussed how fast it would take to blue helmet whatever forces arrived, other than our own, of course. We would not be blue helmeted. We would be there to facilitate and then to – and then to leave.”

Mr. Annan said: “We talked about areas where the President has made a difference. Over the past couple of weeks, things are going in the right direction. We have bumps in the road, but I think with the determination of the leaders and the support of the international community, we will make progress on this very difficult issue.”

The two leaders also discussed the HIV/AIDS pandemic and Iraq among other issues.

“I would want to thank the President for the interest in the (African) continent and his determination to help defeat the AIDS pandemic,” Mr. Annan said. “I think it is a tragedy that is not only taking away the future of Africa, it is really destroying the present.

“And this is – it’s a disease that takes parents away from children, teachers away from students, doctors away from hospitals. So the effort that is going on is absolutely worthwhile. And at the African Union Summit, this topic was very much on everyone’s mind,” he added.

On Iraq, he said he was encouraged to see the formation of the Iraqi Governing Council yesterday. “And I must say that my special representative, Sergio Vieira [de Mello] and Mr. Bremer are working very well together,” he added in a reference to L. Paul Bremer, head of the United States-run provisional administration in Baghdad.

Earlier Mr. Annan met with Secretary of State Colin Powell and the leaders of the US Senate, including Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist. He was also scheduled to meet with US Secretary of Health and Human Services Tommy Thompson and several other members of the Senate and House of Representatives before returning to New York this evening.

* * *

Liberia

14 July – Two top United Nations envoys have returned to the besieged Liberian capital of Monrovia to begin paving the way for the return of UN agencies and personnel providing humanitarian assistance to the people of the war-torn West African nation.

According of a UN spokesperson in New York, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Representative for Liberia, Abou Moussa, and UN Resident Coordinator Marc de Bernis returned to Monrovia over the weekend.

In a letter to the Security Council last week, the Secretary-General had said he was sending the two back to Monrovia to assist in preparations for the return of UN and associated personnel. At the height of the conflict, precarious security conditions forced the suspension of virtually all international relief operations in most parts of the country.

Mr. Annan’s letter informed the Council of a number of other urgent initiatives he had taken to address the grave situation, notably, naming Jacques Klein, former head of the UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH), as his Special Representative for Liberia to lead and coordinate the activities of the UN in that country.

In other news, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) warned last Friday of a growing food crisis in Liberia, saying that hundreds of thousands of displaced people in camps outside Monrovia will soon face starvation if a peaceful solution is not reached immediately. Arnold Vercken, WFP’s Deputy Director for West Africa, said, “Our trucks are loaded and ready to go, but we have no guarantees of security.”

* * *

Sierra Leone

14 July – Members of the Security Council today agreed to “respond quickly” to Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s recent proposal for a modified, four-stage reduction in the military strength of the United Nations mission in Sierra Leone, the President of the 15-nation body said today.

Speaking to the press on a number of issues following the Council’s closed-door consultations this morning, the current President, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said the members had agreed they should respond quickly to the Secretary-General’s recommendation to modify the current pace of the military drawdown – taking into account the evolving security situation and efforts to strengthen the capacity of the country’s security sector – with a view to completing withdrawal of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) by December 2004.

He said the Council had recalled the three options Mr. Annan had proposed in his most recent report on UNAMSIL – an “accelerated withdrawal” which would see all troops leaving the country by June 2004; a “delayed withdrawal” a sector-by-sector, four-stage drawdown that would be completed by June 2005, and the “modified status quo” option the 15-nation body decided on today as the best way forward.

That plan, according to the report, would address concerns about a more speedy withdrawal “that neither the Sierra Leone police nor armed forces are expected to make such rapid progress as to have them assuming external and internal security responsibilities by mid-2004 without UNAMSIL support.” The Secretary-General suggests that a delayed withdrawal would be necessary only in the event that either the internal security situation or the conflict in Sierra Leone required UNAMSIL’s prolonged presence to protect the Government and the country’s territorial integrity.

Ambassador Arias also said the Council called on all UN Member States to consider making new or increasing their contributions to the Special Court for Sierra Leone. The Freetown-based Court, created through an international agreement between the UN and Sierra Leone, is mandated to try those who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during the country’s ten-year civil war.

On other matters, Ambassador Arias said he had also informed the Council of his meeting with the Permanent Representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). He said the DPRK’s representative had reiterated that the political situation in that country was “deteriorating,” and that the United States was committing hostile or unfriendly acts towards it, including naming the country as part of the “Axis of Evil,” redeploying two US military divisions along the boarder between the North and the South, and increasing military assistance to the Republic of Korea. The DPRK representative recommended that negotiations restart between the US and the DPRK.

Responding to a series of questions, Ambassador Arias said that for the time being, the Council was taking no steps on the DPRK issue. “I’m not hiding anything,” he said. “I have not been approached by any member of the Council to make a statement on this issue.”

The Council President said members had also heard a report by Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom and Ambassador James Cunningham of the United States about the situation in Iraq and the steps being taken in order to speed up efforts to enable Iraqis to play a more active role in administering their country during the current period.

In response to a question, he said the Council had not been informed that the newly-inaugurated Iraqi Governing Council would be sending a delegation to the UN to assert its right as a legitimate governing body during the transition period.

* * * 

Iraq

13 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s senior envoy to Iraq today hailed the formation of the country’s new Governing Council and pledged the United Nations’ full support on the long road to recovery. 

Speaking at a ceremony in Baghdad, Special Representative Sergio Vieira de Mello said the world body is committed to assisting “all Iraqis in any way that we can.” 

“We are here, in whatever form you wish, for as long as you want us,” the envoy added. 

The convening of the Governing Council, he said, “marks the first major development towards the restoration of Iraq’s rightful status as a fully sovereign State” and brings the country “one step closer towards fulfilling the explicit wish of the Security Council which, in its resolution 1483, resolved that the day when Iraqis govern themselves must come quickly.” 

While hailing the prevailing spirit of consensus, which paved the way for the Governing Council’s formation, Mr. Vieira de Mello cautioned that much “daunting” work lies ahead. “The reconstruction and recovery tasks facing this country are immense, and must be supported by all,” he said. 

Elaborating on the challenges at hand, he cited restoring basic services, reviving the economy, finding jobs for the unemployed, re-establishing law and order, rebuilding the police force and reforming the justice system. 

The envoy also underscored the need to promote the full range of human rights in Iraq. “For too long these rights have been trampled on by those who have shown nothing but disdain for the dignity of the human being,” he said. “This must not be allowed to happen again.” 

In addition, Mr. Vieira de Mello called for attention to the plight of those who had been forced to flee the country. “Iraqis living in exile must not be forgotten: those who wish to return home – and many have been denied that opportunity for too long – need also be accommodated in this great land,” he said. 

On the political front, the Special Representative emphasized the importance of holding elections. “The voices of all Iraqis, men and women, must be heard as you shape your country for the future,” he said, adding that a constitution must be written to serve “all the many varied peoples and regions of this nation, rich and united in its diversity.”

* * *

Iraq

12 July – Meeting with Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s chief envoy to Baghdad, Crown Prince Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia today voiced his full support for United Nations efforts to foster peace in Iraq. 

During their nearly hour-long encounter, Special Representative Sergio Vieira de Mello briefed the Crown Prince on the process leading to the formation of the Governing Council of Iraq, a UN spokesman said in a statement released in the Saudi resort city of Taif, where the meeting was held. 

“Crown Prince Abdullah welcomed the efforts of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his Special Representative for Iraq, and stressed that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was deeply concerned about the fate of the Iraqi people, who were not only Arabs and Muslims but also neighbours and brothers,” the spokesman said. 

According to the statement, the Crown Prince offered his support for UN efforts “to assist the Iraqi people in achieving peace, stability and restoring full sovereignty” in accordance with the relevant Security Council resolution. 

This is Mr. Vieira de Mello’s first visit with the leader of a country bordering Iraq since arriving in Baghdad in early June. The envoy has plans to visit Teheran and Damascus next week. 

During a recent visit to Amman, Mr. Vieira de Mello held talks with the Foreign Ministers of Egypt, Jordan and Turkey, as well as with the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States.

* * *

Colombia

14 July – On the second anniversary of the abduction of a former state governor in Colombia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urgently appealed to rebel groups to release all those kidnapped and end the “inhumane practice.”

Armed individuals who identified themselves as belonging to the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) seized Alan Jara, former Governor of the Department of Meta, while he was riding in an official UN vehicle with the world body’s Resident Coordinator, in connection with an important local development project.

“The FARC is responsible for Mr. Jara’s physical well-being and should provide proof that he is alive to his family, which has wrongly suffered his forced absence,” said a statement released by Mr. Annan’s spokesman in New York.

The Secretary-General urgently appeals to the FARC and others to release all those kidnapped and to stop this inhuman practice, it continued.

“It is a gross violation of human rights and international humanitarian law that has inflicted terrible suffering on the Colombian people,” the statement said.

* * *

United Nations

14 July – The United Nations must reform its own staff policies with a pay and benefits system that encourages the recruitment of mobile, motivated and multi-skilled personnel who are also the best in a competitive international labour market, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette said today.

“The vitality and strength of this – or any – organization depends entirely on the quality and motivation of its staff,” Ms. Fréchette told the 57th session of the International Civil Service Commission in an opening address in New York.

“The present system falls short,” she added. “It does not contribute to improved performance, productivity or more effective management.”

She stressed that executive heads of the various UN bodies are looking for concrete proposals from the Commission with a package of compensation and benefits that reflects best practices, provides a greater degree of operational and administrative flexibility, and is tailored to the needs of a global civil service. They had repeatedly expressed concern over the lack of competitiveness, flexibility and responsiveness of the current system.

“Given the tremendous diversity in the size, mandates and locations of the organizations in the system, it is essential for the Commission to provide the greatest possible opportunities for new approaches,” Ms. Fréchette said.

“United Nations organizations are no longer competitive in the international labour market,” she added. “The issue is not whether we can recruit someone but, rather, whether we can recruit the best.”

* * *

Small arms

14 July – Barely two years after the adoption of a United Nations action plan to eradicate the illicit small arms trade, worldwide progress had been made in public disclosures about the origins, destinations, modus operandi and profiling of groups engaged in the global scourge, according to the chairperson of a key UN meeting.

The first Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects wrapped up a week-long meeting at UN Headquarters in New York last Friday.

Chairperson Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan hailed the progress that has occurred since the 2001 UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which adopted the Programme of Action. She said that a key element in moving forward was new or amended national legislation, with over 90 countries now reporting that they had domestic laws to govern the illicit manufacture, possession and trade in weapons.

Regional and global cooperation was also growing, especially with respect to brokering, but States should agree on guidelines for authorizing exports, imports and the transit of small arms and light weapons, Ms. Inoguchi urged.

She also observed that the destruction of almost half of an estimated total of over 4 million weapons collected and disposed of during the last decade had taken place over the past two years.  The diversion of legitimate stocks was estimated as one of the main avenues for acquiring illicit weapons, and participants had agreed that assistance was needed to improve the security of armouries.

Small arms and light weapons kill more than half a million people each year – including 300,000 in armed conflict and 200,000 from homicides and suicides – of which 90 per cent are civilians. In the 1990s, small arms were the weapons of choice in 47 of 49 major conflicts.

The Programme of Action identifies national, regional and global measures, including: legislation on illegal manufacturing, possession, stockpiling and trade in small arms; stockpile management and destruction of weapons confiscated, seized, or collected; identification and tracing of the illicit arms; international cooperation and assistance to States to strengthen their ability to identify and trace the illicit weapons; and public awareness campaigns.

* * *

Human rights

14 July – The Acting United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights today welcomed the decision taken at the recently concluded African Union Summit in Mozambique to strengthen women’s rights by adding gender specific provisions to an existing charter.

“The adoption by the African Union of a specific treaty on the rights of women reinforces the message that women’s rights require priority attention in the protection of universal and inalienable rights,” Bertrand Ramcharan said in a statement from Geneva.

The adoption Saturday of the new protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights reflects the growing commitment to address the widespread discrimination and rights violations suffered by women, Mr. Ramcharan said, speaking upon his return from the Summit of African leaders held last week. It recognizes the key role women play in sustainable development and conflict prevention, he added.

“The women of Africa have demonstrated their strength and resilience; they deserve and are entitled to full recognition as equal partners – both in private and family life and in their participation in economic, social and political activities,” he said.
Mr. Ramcharan urged the early ratification of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa, so it could enter into force as speedily as possible.

* * *
ECOSOC

14 July – Continuing its annual session in Geneva, the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) today held a panel discussion to examine how to best assist conflict-torn Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and Angola enjoy lasting stability and transition from relief to development.

Noting that 65 per cent of countries emerging from war in Africa slipped back into conflict, UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy said transition must be about acting quickly and effectively to build and consolidate peace by laying the foundation for addressing the causes of the conflict.

Ms. Bellamy, who moderated the panel, said the challenges of transitions were complex and meeting them required more than humanitarian relief and development efforts, but a coherent strategy for creating stability and peace.

The main elements characterizing such transitional situations were the emergence of an administration, the restoration of civil authority, overall stabilization, increased security and access, as well as increased hope for the end of conflict, said Ameerah Haq, of the Bureau for Conflict Prevention and Recovery in the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

Repatriation, reintegration, rehabilitation and reconstruction (4Rs) are the cornerstone to the sustainable peaceful co-existence and return of those displace by conflict, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers stated.

Echoing the need for approaches that promote long lasting peace, Ross Mountain of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), said in situations of transition, UN Country Teams must focus their priorities around goals such as normalizing the situation to enable full participation of the local population in the development process and identifying factors that could result in a conflict relapse.

Focusing on the situation in Angola, Eric de Mul, Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for the country, said the move from a situation of emergency to one of development made life much more difficult in many ways. Many more partners got involved and structural problems – which could not be tackled within the context of prior humanitarian programmes – emerged making it evident that coordination only worked when it represented added value to its participants.

Jacques Forster, Vice-President of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), said transition periods should be understood as intermediate periods, where conflict had ended or was in remission. ICRC policy regarding assistance programmes was guided by the importance of adopting a participatory approach, strengthening local capacities, improving systems and addressing the psychological suffering of victims, among other factors, he added.

Panellists also noted the need to focus more attention on natural disasters.

Concluding the panel presentation, ECOSOC Vice-President Valery Kuchinsky reaffirmed that the UN was indispensable in implementing a transition from relief to development.

* * * 

ICTR

14 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed a prominent Pakistani jurist and civil litigator to the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

In a letter to the Security Council, the Secretary General announced the appointment of Judge Khalida Rashid Khan to the ICTR. Judge Rashid Khan replaces Judge Mansoor Ahmed, also of Pakistan, who resigned from the court on 22 May for personal reasons. Judge Rashid Khan’s appointment is effective from 7 July and will end on 24 May 2007.
Judge Rashid Khan, 53, started her career as a civil judge in Peshawar, Pakistan, in 1974. In 1978, she was promoted as senior civil judge in Peshawar. From 1981 to 1982 she worked as special judge in the anti-corruption in Peshawar and Hazara Division. In 1994, she was promoted to Judge at the High Court of Peshawar, becoming the first Pakistani woman ever appointed to that position. She was also the first woman in Pakistan to be appointed as District and Sessions Judge.

* * *

Information technology

14 July – The African Union has passed a resolution calling on world leaders to participate in the upcoming global summit convened by the United Nations telecommunications agency to explore ways to utilize information technology to overcome poverty.

The resolution passed by the organization’s 53 African nations proposes regional and global partnerships between private, public and civil society to ensure that the developing world has equitable access to information and communication technologies (ICTs), which are key catalysts for social, economic and cultural development.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed Saturday’s decision and called upon “leaders from the developed and developing world, private sector and civil society to use the unique opportunity provided by the Summit to forge an action plan that will put technology at the service of human development.”

The first part of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), convened by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), will be held in Geneva from 10 to12 December.

* * *

Afghanistan

13 July – Afghanistan must improve the functioning of key security structures in order to restore long-sought stability, Lakhdar Brahimi, the senior United Nations envoy there, said this weekend. 

Mr. Brahimi, in an address delivered in Kabul on Saturday, cited the importance of reforming the ministries of defence and the interior as well as Afghan intelligence operations. 

“The beginning of this reform is going to help the implementation of DDR [disarmament, demobilization and reintegration] in the coming weeks and months and all these activities are going to restore, I hope, the security that the people of Afghanistan really long for and the security that they do not have yet,” he said at the official opening of the central office of Afghanistan’s New Beginnings Programme in the capital. 

A spokesman for Mr. Brahimi today said Kunduz would be the site of the first DDR, followed by Gardez and Bamiyan. “In each location 1,000 combatants will be disarmed in the pilot phase,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva said. 

The New Beginnings Programme was set up by the Afghan Transitional Administration to implement the DDR process. 

In another development, Mr. de Almeida e Silva reported today that a blast has damaged a building operated by a non-governmental organization (NGO) for the UN. “Yesterday morning at about 5: 00 a.m. an explosion made by what appears to be an improvised explosive device left a large whole on the eastern wall of a warehouse run by the German Technical cooperation (GTZ) in the northern section of Jalalabad City,” he said. 

The cause of the explosion, which left no casualties, remains unknown, but local authorities are investigating.

* *** *

_______________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General in Washington

           The Secretary-General this morning left New York for Washington, where he is to meet with President George

     W. Bush a little over an hour from now.

           Shortly after arriving in Washington, he met at the State Department with Secretary of State Colin Powell. 

     Following that meeting, he spoke briefly to reporters and said that he hoped that the discussions in Washington today

     would be helpful to the Liberian process and said, “in the not too distant future, the President would take a decision

     which I hope will bring happiness to lots of people in the region”.

           He was also asked about a document that had claimed that Iraq was attempting to buy uranium from Niger,

     and he noted that the issue had been discussed in the Security Council and that International Atomic Energy Agency

     Director-General Mohamed El Baradei had told the Council that the document was fraudulent, after which the Council

     dropped the matter.

           The Secretary-General has just been in a meeting with leaders of the US Senate, including Senate Majority

     Leader Bill Frist.  We’ll try to have a read-out of that meeting once it is done.

           In addition to his meeting with President Bush, the Secretary-General also has appointments today with US

     Secretary of Health and Human Services Tommy Thompson, and with several other members of the Senate and House

     of Representatives.  He’ll be returning to New York this evening.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           On the second anniversary of the kidnapping of Alan Jara, former governor of the Department of Meta, from a

     United Nations vehicle in Colombia, the Secretary-General again calls on the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia

     (FARC) to immediately release Mr. Jara.  The FARC is responsible for Mr. Jara’s physical well-being and should

     provide proof that he is alive to his family, which has wrongly suffered his forced absence.

           The Secretary-General urgently appeals to the FARC and others to release all those kidnapped and to stop

     this inhumane practice.  It is a gross violation of human rights and international humanitarian law that has inflicted

     terrible suffering on the Colombian people.

           **Iraq

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, was invited to attend the

     inaugural meeting of the Iraqi Governing Council, which convened at its new Headquarters in central Baghdad on

     Sunday.

           Vieira de Mello was invited by the Chair of the Governing Council to say a few words at the inauguration.  He

     told the 25 members that the Secretary-General commended the members of the governing council for the courage

     they were demonstrating in assuming this heavy responsibility.  He added that the United Nations was working closely

     with the Coalition Provisional Authority and would spare no effort to support the Council to ensure its success.

           In a statement read at the press conference, Vieira de Mello said the creation of the Council marked “the first

     major development towards the restoration of Iraq’s rightful status as a fully sovereign State” and brings the Council

     one step closer towards fulfilling the explicit wish of the Security Council which, in resolution 1483, resolved that the

     day when Iraqis govern themselves must come quickly.

           On Saturday, Vieira de Mello had travelled to Taif in Saudi Arabia to meet with Crown Prince Abdullah Bin

     Abdul Aziz.  As part of his continuing consultations with Iraq’s neighbours, Vieira de Mello will travel to Damascus

     tomorrow.

           We have more information on all these items available upstairs.

           **World Food Programme

           On a related note, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) says it is alarmed by the rise in security

     incidents affecting its food aid operation in Iraq over the past month.  The agency has registered an increase in

     shootings, looting of storage facilities, and attacks on trucks bringing food into southern Iraq.

           Since 10 June, there have been at least 12 incidents of looting and shooting in or near these facilities.

           A press release is available upstairs.

           **Liberia

           Over the weekend, the Secretary-General’s Representative for Liberia, Abou Moussa, and Resident

     Coordinator, Marc de Bernis, returned to the capital, Monrovia.  In a letter to the Security Council last week, the

     Secretary-General had said he was sending the two back to Monrovia, to assist in preparations for the return to Liberia

     of United Nations and associated personnel.

           The World Food Programme last Friday warned of a growing food crisis in Liberia, saying that hundreds of

     thousands of displaced people in camps outside Monrovia will soon face starvation if a peaceful solution is not reached

     immediately.  Arnold Vercken, WFP’s Deputy Director for West Africa, said, “Our trucks are loaded and ready to go,

     but we have no guarantees of safety and security.”

           **Security Council

           The Security Council today held consultations on Sierra Leone, to discuss the latest report by the

     Secretary-General on the United Nations Mission in that country, in which he presented the Council with three options

     for drawing down the United Nations peacekeeping presence.

           The Council received a briefing on the report from Dmitri Titov, Director of the Africa Division in the Department

     of Peacekeeping Operations, who outlines the three drawdown options, under which the troops in the Sierra Leone

     Mission –- currently numbering just over 13,000 –- would be drawn down completely either by June 2004, by June

     2005, or by the end of 2004.  The Secretary-General recommends that the Council adopt the third option, ending the

     UN presence in Sierra Leone by December 2004.

           The Council considered the various options, and we expect it to issue a statement to the press in the next few

     minutes.

           Two reports received by the Security Council in recent days, which we flagged to you earlier, are now out on

     the racks:  the latest report by the Monitoring Group dealing with sanctions on individuals and entities linked to Al

     Qaeda, and the report of the Security Council mission that recently visited West Africa.

           **International Civil Service Commission

           Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette today met with the International Civil Service Commission

     Representatives of the Organizations of the Common System, and United Nations Staff Representatives during the

     fifty-seventh session of the Commission.

           In her remarks, she welcomed the recommendations and proposals made by the Commission to modernize

     human resources management and to create new, results-oriented organizational cultures that promote high

     performance, continuous learning, and managerial excellence for the international civil service of the United Nations.

           We have the full text of her remarks in the Spokesman’s Office.

           **Human Rights

           We have upstairs a statement from Acting United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand G.

     Ramcharan, who welcomes the decision taken at last week’s African Union summit to strengthen women’s rights in

     Africa by adopting a protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights.

           That’s all I’ve got for you.  Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  I was a bit surprised by the text of Mr. Sergio Vieira de Mello’s comments after the inauguration of

     the transitory authority in Iraq.  He said that this was a Government and that now Iraq was back in the community of

     nations.  I wonder what is really the position of the United Nations concerning the authority that has been put in place

     in Baghdad by the Coalition.

           Deputy Spokesman:  It would be up to the members of the Security Council to address the issue of whether

     this governing council is the equivalent of the Iraqi Interim Authority mentioned in resolution 1483.

           Question:  But Mr. Vieira de Mello seems already to have answered by himself.

           Deputy Spokesman:  I will still wait for the Council to pass a verdict on that.

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Greenies" ��Sydney Morning Herald - Boring greenies hope to be next year's black�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Children" ��Australian Associated Press - Fresh water shortage kills children�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��Deutsche Presse-Agentur - Climate catastrophes - just the tip of the melting iceberg� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Dozen" ��NZZ Online - Swiss want to host fight against "dirty dozen”�
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