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NZ Joins International Environmental Organisation
Monday, 14 June 2004, 4:04 pm
Press Release: Foundation for Environmental Education
New Zealand Joins International Environmental Organisation 

Unanimous vote give New Zealand membership of prestigious, international environmental organisation 

Marrakesh, Morocco – June 14, 2004 – New Zealand has been unanimously welcomed into one of the world’s major environmental education organisations, the European-based Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE). Although FEE is perhaps best known for its Blue Flag beach programme it was the sand of the Sahara Desert rather than any beach that the official sign-off occurred. 

The signing ceremony occurred at the FEE annual General Assembly in Marrakesh, Morocco attended by the members of the Moroccan royal family, who hosted the the New Zealand FEE representative and founding-chairman, Mr Robert Acton and his wife, to a function after the signing. 

FEE was founded in Denmark in 1981 to promote environmental awareness through education. It is now established in 33 countries in Europe, Africa and America. It includes a variety of high profile education programmes and has 34 national non-governmental and non-profit organisations around the world that belong to it. New Zealand becomes the first country in the South Pacific region to belong to FEE and only the second, after Chile, in the Pacific Rim. South Africa was the first non-European country to belong to FEE, having joined in 2001. Kenya also joined FEE at the General Assembly. 

The organisation is partnered with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), along with several other UN and European environmental organisations. 

“Membership of a prestigious organisation like FEE is a major opportunity for New Zealand to play a more active role not only in our own environmental education programmes, but also in international programmes,” Mr Acton said. 

“We’re excited by the possibilities and resources now available to New Zealand to introduce these dynamic and comprehensive programmes, like Blue Flag,” he said. 

The Blue Flag programme is a major beach protection programme which monitors environmental issues relating to beaches. “Increasingly, overseas visitors are used to ‘Blue Flag’ beaches, lakes and marinas. People increasingly expect beaches, lakes and waterways to be unpolluted and properly managed and the Blue Flag programme provides international standards for them. We’re looking forward to being able to establish these programmes and to playing a role in issues like protection of nature and bio-diversity, both of which are key components of FEE programmes internationally.” 

FEE runs various programmes, including the well known “Blue Flag” beach protection programme, which monitors beach environments in terms of safety and environmental issues and the “eco-schools” programme which promotes environmental awareness to primary age children, along with other significant environmental education programmes. 

Mr Acton said membership represented a significant step for New Zealand’s growing reputation as an environmentally-aware and advanced country. “European members of the organisation were impressed with what New Zealand has delivered in terms of environmental policy and education. We believe we can build on that and play a significant role within the FEE organisation worldwide to help with these issues internationally.” 


FEE - Foundation for Environmental Education is a network of 34 national non-governmental and non-profit organisations promoting environmental education. Each national member organisation is responsible for undertaking the FEE campaigns (Blue Flag, Eco-Schools, Young Reporters for the Environment, Learning about Forests and Green Key) on the national level. More information about FEE and the FEE programmes can be found at http://www.fee-international.org
Xinhua

14 June 2004

 CITES reviews 50 proposals on wildlife trade

  GENEVA, June 14 (Xinhuanet) -- The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) on Monday published a preliminary review on 50 government proposals for amending international wildlife trade rules.

   The review marks the start of a debate on the conservation and sustainable use of wild plants and animals that will conclude with important regulartory decisions at the 13th conference of CITES in Bangkok, Thailand on Oct. 2-14.

   "Although its roots go back to the 1960s, CITES clearly remains at the center of the global debate over wildlife conservation," said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), which administers the CITES secretariat.

   "Many of the new proposals also confirm that CITES can effectively contribute to sustainable development and poverty alleviation," he told a press conference.

   CITES, which was adopted in 1973 and has 166 party states to date, is one of the world's most important agreements on species conservation and non-detrimental use of wildlife. It accords varying degrees of protection to some 30,000 plant and animal species depending on their biological status and the impact that international trade may have upon them.

   The 50 proposals from its party states reveal some of the key trends and issues.

   The closely-watched issue of commercially valuable fish is being shaped this year by proposals by Australia and Madagascar on the one hand, and by Fiji, the European Union and the United States on the other hand to add the great white shark and the humphead wrasse, respectively, to the CITES trade regime. 

   If accepted, these proposals would require that in future permits be issued and non-detriment findings made for trade in these species. 

   Another industrial sector where CITES rules have more frequently been introduced is trade in high-value timber and tree products. 

   Shipments of Latin America's big leaf mahogany have required CITES export permits since last November. Now Indonesia is proposing tighter controls for trade in ramin, which is one of Southeast Asia's major export timbers, and agarwood trees, which contain the valuable "agar" oil widely used for making incense, perfumes and medicines.

   "The continued interest in how CITES could contribute to the conservation and management of high-value fish and trees reflects growing concerns about the declining health of the world's oceans and forests," said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers.

   A recurring theme on the CITES agenda is the continued overexploitation of medicinal plants. Of the four related proposals, for example, one by the United States and China 
addresses Asian Taxus species (yew trees), whose leaves are used to produce paclitaxel, a key ingredient for one of the world's biggest-selling cancer drug.

   Another group of animals that needs CITES attention is Asian turtles and tortoises. Some 30 species are already covered by CITES; there are eight proposals to bring trade of more Asian 
species under CITES controls.

   Other proposals seek to ease the rules on trade in some of the large, beautiful and exotic animals that have been icons of the conservation movement since the 1960s and 1970s. The proponents argue that some have now recovered sufficiently to permit some highly controlled trade.

   Proposals for easing controls on CITES-listed species involve ivory from the African elephant, the minke whale, the Cuban crocodile, the Nile crocodile, the American bald eagle and the bobcat.

   The preliminary review by the CITES secretariat focuses on whether the proposals have sufficiently addressed the various listing criteria which relate to trade, biology and other 
technical matters.
_________________________________________________________________________

Science Daily

15 June 2004

Two Billion Vulnerable To Floods By 2050; Number Expected To Double Or More In Two Generations
The number of people worldwide vulnerable to a devastating flood is expected to mushroom to 2 billion by 2050 due to climate change, deforestation, rising sea levels and population growth in flood-prone lands, warn experts at the United Nations University.

One billion people – one sixth of the global population, the majority of them among the world's poorest inhabitants – are estimated to live today in the potential path of a 100-year flood and, unless preventative efforts are stepped up worldwide, that number could double or more in two generations. 

Floods presently impact an estimated 520+ million people per year worldwide, resulting in estimates of up to 25,000 annual deaths, extensive homelessness, disaster-induced disease, crop and livestock damage and other serious harm. UNU says unsustainable land use and other human actions aggravate the situation. 

The greatest potential flood hazard is in Asia. Every year for the past two decades, more than 400 million people on average have been directly exposed to a flood. Between 1987 and 1997, 44% of all flood disasters worldwide affected Asia, claiming 228,000 lives (roughly 93% of all flood-related deaths worldwide). Economic losses in the region in that decade totaled US $136 billion. 

The fast-growing cost to the world economy of floods and other weather-related disasters (now $50 to $60 billion per year, much of it in developing countries) is roughly equal to the global development aid provided by all donor countries combined. The flood-related death toll represents 15% of all natural disaster-related loss of life. Even the most advanced nations are affected: the 2002 floods in Europe killed roughly 100 people, affected 450,000 people and left $20 billion in damages; the US, which suffered 50 deaths and $50 billion in damage in the Mississippi River flood of 1993, has averaged 25 flood deaths annually since the 1980s. 

UNU estimates that the number of people living in flood-prone areas will roughly double due to: 

* more extreme weather systems that accompany global climate change, 

* rising sea levels; and 

* continuing deforestation, especially in mountain regions. 

It also predicts that pressure to live and work in flood-prone areas, which typically feature attractive rich soils, abundant water supplies and ease of transport, will increase as the world's population continues spiraling upward – to a projected 10 billion by 2050. 

The warning was issued as UNU officially opens a new institute in Bonn, Germany June 15 dedicated to study of the Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS), strengthening the capacity of governments to respond to natural disasters, and establishing sustainable land management practices. 

"The growing frequency and magnitude of extreme environmental events worldwide has intensified research interest in natural disasters as well as regional vulnerability and response capabilities," says Dr. Janos Bogardi, founding director of UNU-EHS. 

"In the warmer, wetter world predicted by science today, the northern part of the Northern Hemisphere will likely see more storms while some continental areas might have drier summers and more risk of drought. Sea levels could rise, fed in part by melt-water from glaciers and ice caps. Along with this, extreme high-water levels may occur with increasing frequency. Higher sea levels could inundate small islands, flood coastal lowlands, and erode sand dunes. 

Upgrade monitoring of extreme events 
"Most urgently needed to adapt to the growing risk of flood disasters is greater global capacity to monitor and forecast extreme events," Dr. Bogardi says. "Armed with better information, superior early warning systems and infrastructure can be installed, and new planning strategies devised." 

"It is also necessary to ensure that increasingly freakish climate variability and the gradual forces of climatic change and deforestation are factored into the total picture," he says. 

There needs to be a shift in the international mindset – from reaction and charity to anticipation and preemption, Dr. Bogardi adds. Countries are typically generous with post-disaster relief but less so when it comes to pre-disaster preparedness, spending $100 in relief for every $1 in preparedness. 

Recent studies have also shown the cost of constructing disaster-resistant buildings adds only 2 to 12 per cent on average to the final costs. Meanwhile forecasting and warning systems commonly show a cost-benefit ratio of 10 or 15 to 1. 

Mortality is often highest in rural areas of poor countries where disaster preparedness and early warning is virtually non-existent and where health coverage is usually weak or not easily accessible. In such areas, people are less likely to evacuate from flood prone areas – and in some cases fear leaving and potentially losing their possessions or their property claim. 

"The thousands of tragic casualties from flooding and Haiti and the Dominican Republic in recent weeks underline the extreme vulnerability of developing countries," Dr. Bogardi said. "While economic losses due to natural disasters destroy resources equivalent to 2% of GDP in developed countries, in developing countries, the proportion can reach as high as 13% of GDP. Unsustainable practices and the ever increasing disasters they trigger prevent people to break through the brutal cycle of poverty." 

Scientists say warming sea temperatures may increase the number of cyclones and storm surges reaching shore. Storm surges can be just as lethal as the weather systems that spawn them – "walls of water" 60 to 80 kilometres across and 2 to 5 metres high that can pour in from the sea with immense force, washing away everything in their path. The most massive storm surge in recent times caused 300,000 deaths in the coastal wetlands of Bangladesh in 1970. 

Flooding is triggered by such conditions as severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, tropical cyclones and hurricanes, the El Niño effect, monsoons, dam breaks, ice jams or melting snow. These conditions annually cause thousands of deaths through drowning in vehicles and homes, accidents while walking or driving around water, electrocution, roof collapses, lightning strikes and heart attacks, as well as through the elevation of water-related disease. 

Making vulnerability of people the centre of policy focus 
"In view of the ever increasing flood disasters and other threats to human security, there is an urgent need to reassess how we respond and prevent the potential of catastrophic loss of life and economic damage from natural disasters," says Under Secretary-General Hans van Ginkel, Rector of UNU. 

"The concept of human security has evolved in recent years. Human security as now defined puts the individual at the center of debate, analysis and policy. It is the individual who is paramount; government is an instrument of the people to protect human life and enhance human welfare," he says. 

"Applying this new concept to its work, the UNU-EHS programme will research ways of mitigating environmental threats, shedding new light on the interrelationships between the social, political, economic, technical, and natural factors involved." 

Addressing the problem from the perspective of human security requires a paradigm shift in thinking towards disaster prevention and preparedness, says Dr. Bogardi. 

"Instead of starting with the focus on natural hazards and their quantification, the assessment and ranking of the vulnerability of affected groups should serve as the starting point in defining priorities and remedial interventions." 

Background: UNU-EHS 
Supported by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research and the Ministry of Science and Research of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, UNU-EHS will initially focus on flood plains and deltas, with emphasis on urban centres. Drought and its impact on rural communities are envisaged as an added priority from 2006. 

In addition to natural calamities, the Institute will work on 'creeping' environmental hazards – including climate change, land degradation, degradation of the social environment, population displacement, and changing resource availability and quality -- which imperil communities in a more gradual but equally detrimental and multifaceted way. 

UNU-EHS has already initiated or planned joint projects and activities with such organizations as the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the UN Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV), the German Weather Service (DWD), the Global Water System Project (ICSU), the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR), the Global Fire Monitoring Centre (GFMC) and the Bonn International Centre for Conversion (BICC), and the Centre for Development Research (ZEF). 

A formal Cooperation Agreement between UNU and the University of Bonn provides a strong link to the local academic community. 

###

Please see full release at http://www.unu.edu/news/ehs/floods.doc for appendix: UNDP's Flood Disaster Risk Tables 

United Nations University 
Established by the U.N. General Assembly in 1973, UNU is an international community of scholars engaged in research, advanced training and the dissemination of knowledge related to pressing global problems. Activities focus mainly on peace and conflict resolution, sustainable development and the use of science and technology to advance human welfare. The University operates a worldwide network of research and post-graduate training centres, with headquarters in Tokyo.



This story has been adapted from a news release issued by United Nations University.
Accra Mail (Accra) 
Ways to Rid World of Harmful Pollutants 
 NEWS
June 14, 2004 
Posted to the web June 14, 2004 
Ridding the world of PCBs - pollutants that can suppress the human immune system and could cause cancer - was the focus of a two-day meeting sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) which wrapped up last Thursday in Geneva. 

PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, have been used extensively in electrical equipment such as transformers and large capacitors in power lines and in additives in paint, carbonless copy paper and plastics. 

They are one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants that entered into force last month. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet will require a "vigorous" public-private partnership. "While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work," he said. 

Many hundreds of thousands of tons of PCBs have been commercially manufactured for some 75 years. Although production is now banned under the Stockholm treaty, PCBs continue to pose a risk to human health and the environment because of the wide array of PCB-containing electrical equipment still in service. 

Tons of wastes containing or contaminated by PCBs are also being held at temporary storage sites, particularly in developing countries, according to UNEP. 

In addition, large quantities of PCBs have been discharged into soils, rivers and lakes over the years. Further releases continue to result due to accidents, the repair and decommissioning of equipment, the demolition of buildings and the continued existence of imperfectly sealed landfills and waste drums, the agency said. 

The Convention, which entered into force on 17 May, gives governments until 2025 to phase out "in-place equipment" containing PCBs, as long as the equipment is maintained in a way that prevents leaks. 

It also grants another three years to ensure the environmentally sound management of PCB-contaminated wastes. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Zimbabwe Standard (Harare)
Zim Can't Phase Out Leaded Fuel By UN's 2005 
 
NEWS
June 13, 2004 
Posted to the web June 14, 2004 

By Our Own Staff
ZIMBABWE, which has experienced a fuel crisis during the last four years, will not be able comply with international resolutions to phase out leaded petrol by 2005, say experts. 

Three years ago, African governments resolved to join the rest of the world to phase out the use of leaded petrol which environmentalists say posed a health threat. 

In 2001 sub-Saharan African governments committed themselves to end sales of leaded fuel by 2005. In 2002, Zimbabwe followed this up by signing the United Nations' Convention on Climatic Change at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg. 

South Africa and Mauritius have already taken the lead in stopping the sale of leaded petrol by achieving 35% and 100% compliance levels respectively. Both South Africa and Mauritius began phasing out leaded petrol in 2002. 

The United Nations' Environment Programme (Unep) says the end of leaded fuel in Africa is "in sight" as most African countries are switching to unleaded petrol. 

It also reports that about 90% of global petrol supplies are now unleaded with most of the remaining 10% burnt in developing countries. 

Zimbabwe's problems to comply with the UN resolution on leaded petrol are compounded by its difficulties to sourcing hard currency to buy fuel. 

Because the southern African country continues to suffer hard currency shortages, it does not have a single supplier of fuel and is forced to settle for anything that comes its way, said experts. 

Apart from the source problem, there is also lack of awareness among Zimbabweans of the health risks involved with the use of leaded fuels. 

Experts said there were misconceptions about the impact of unleaded fuels on old engines. 

Some people who drive older cars are still convinced they would suffer engine damage if they filled up with unleaded fuel that they are not very familiar with. 

The other problem is that the majority of vehicles that roam the streets of Zimbabwe are from the early 1990s and were designed to run on leaded petrol. Traders say even local vehicle assembly plants have not yet shifted ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Ozone Aid May Be Life Threatening to Low Income Asthmatics 
WASHINGTON, DC, June 14, 2004 (ENS) - Two alternatives to inhalers that deplete the ozone layer are now on the U.S. market, so the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is seeking public comment on a proposal to withdraw essential use status under the Montreal Protocol for the ozone depleting inhalers now in common use. Both alternative products are safe and effective, but the higher price of ozone friendly inhalers may keep as many as a million canisters each year from reaching patients, the agency predicts. 

Metered dose inhalers are small, pressurized aerosol devices that deliver a measured dose of a drug from a canister into the mouth for inhalation into the lungs. The drug most often used is known as albuterol in the United States, or salbutamol elsewhere in the world. 

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) have been the propellants in metered dose inhalers used by people with asthma, emphysema and chronic bronchitis to prevent and ease spasms. But CFCs damage the stratospheric ozone, which shields the Earth from the Sun's harmful ultraviolet rays. 

Albuterol metered-dose inhalers have been using trichlorofluoromethane (CFC-11) and dichlorodifluoromethane (CFC-12) as propellants. 

Both of the alternative products use the hydrofluoroalkane HFA-134a as a propellant, replacing the CFCs. HFA-134a, an inert gas, does not affect stratospheric ozone, the agency says. 

Because albuterol is fast acting, albuterol metered dose inhalers are used as rescue inhalers for treatment of bronchospasm during acute episodes, lifesaving for some patients at certain times. 
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Today's inhalers deliver an essential medication with a propellant that depletes the ozone layer. Researchers are working on alternative inhalers. (Photo courtesy VCU)
So the FDA says that although there are "compelling reasons" to phase out the use of these products, public comments will help in weighing the potential public health impacts of a phaseout. 

The alternatives are Proventil HFA, an albuterol sulfate metered dose inhaler which was introduced into the U.S. market in 1996, and Ventolin HFA, an albuterol sulfate inhaler, which went on the market in February 2002. 

Under the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and the U.S. Clean Air Act, production and import of CFCs have been banned for all commercial purposes in the United States since January 1996. 

The only exceptions are products that are considered medically essential with no suitable alternatives. Albuterol CFC metered-dose inhalers for asthma and other chronic respiratory diseases have been considered exceptions from the ban. 

But under the Montreal Protocol and the Clean Air Act, the United States is expected to phase out these products when suitable alternatives are available, and a resolution passed each year by the governments that are parties to the protocol urges the early phaseout of inhalers using CFCs as propellant. 

Fran Du Melle, executive vice president of the American Lung Association, submitted a citizen petition to the FDA on behalf of the U.S. Stakeholders Group on MDI Transition in January 2003. The petition requested that the agency initiate rulemaking to remove the essential-use designation for albuterol metered-dose inhalers. 

The Lung Association expressed concern that the parties to the Montreal Protocol could refuse to allocate CFCs for use in albuterol CFC inhalers, adversely affecting a smooth transition that ensured adequate supplies of both albuterol CFC and the albuterol HFA inhalers. 

Another concern expressed in the petition was the possibility that supplies of pharmaceutical grade CFCs could be interrupted by actions of other countries. 

The Food and Drug Administration said, "We concluded that the petition, though informative, did not provide the level of evidence needed for us to initiate rulemaking. This proposed rule is being issued on our own initiative in accordance with the Clean Air Act and the Montreal Protocol." 

Commenters included inhaler manufacturer GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), Honeywell Chemicals (Honeywell), National Economic Research Associates, Inc., patient advocacy groups, a drug industry association, and a law firm. 
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Ventolin inhaler and medication (Photo credit unknown)
Determining whether the albuterol HFA inhalers would perform as well as the albuterol CFC inhalers have performed was straightforward for most criteria, the agency said. The same substance is being delivered in the same way - inhalation. The devices are similar, and the albuterol HFA inhalers only a little more time consuming to maintain. 

In the seven years Proventil HFA has been on the market and the two years Ventolin HFA has been sold, the agency says it has received no reports of unexpected adverse events, or any unanticipated problems with the safety, effectiveness, tolerability, and patient acceptance, when the products are properly used. 

The most difficult criterion to apply, said the agency, is whether supplies and production capacity for the albuterol HFA inhalers will be sufficient to meet patient needs once the old albuterol CFC inhalers are phased out. 

Industry is reluctant to establish new manufacturing facilities to ensure adequate supplies and production of albuterol HFA inhalers without assurance that albuterol CFC inhalers will be phased out, the agency explained. 

At the same time, the agency said it cannot eliminate the essential use of CFCs for albuterol inhalers until adequate supplies and production of alternative products is assured. 

Inhaler manufacturer GlaxoSmithKline told the agency they could have capacity to produce adequate supplies of Ventolin HFA within 12 to 18 months of the start of their production scale-up, which the agency presumes would start when the final rule eliminating the essential use of ozone depleting substances is published. 

But GlaxoSmithKline did not describe the circumstances that were presumed for their 12 to 18 month projection, nor did the company explain what they meant by “adequate supplies and production capacity.” 

The manufacturer of Proventil HFA, the 3M Company, has not submitted any comments on the Stakeholders’ petition and the Food and Drug Administration says it has no information about their plans regarding future supplies and production capacity. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Protection agreed for Dry Valleys 
By Kim Griggs 


A spectacular, vast expanse of ice-free land in Antarctica has been given increased environmental protection. 
A 15,000 sq km area in the McMurdo Dry Valleys has been designated the first Antarctic Specially Managed Area. 

The status will restrict what science can be done in this sensitive zone and introduces strict tourism guidelines. 

Antarctica's Dry Valleys are said to be the closest place on Earth to a Martian landscape and are so dry that they are technically regarded as deserts. 

No one wants to mess up the area that they want to do science in 
Dr Clive Howard-Williams 

"What we have had is different standards of operation," says Dr Neil Gilbert, environmental manager at Antarctica New Zealand. 

"Now we've got this agreed management plan in place, with associated codes of conduct, everyone is now working to the same standard." 

Slow pace 
The Dry Valleys are an extraordinary place where ancient plants and mummified animals are found on its barren floors. 

The Valleys are also home to a lake so salty it does not ripple in the wind; a lake with a veneer of ice on top and warm water below; and a river which in summer flows inland from the coast. 

This unique environment has fascinated scientists ever since a three-men team led by Robert Falcon Scott first descended into one of the valleys in 1903. But it has been the increasing activity of scientists and the arrival of tourists that led to the push for an ASMA to be put in place. 

"It was really a way of trying to manage both the overall increase in the number of people in the Dry Valleys, as well as manage the extremely sensitive sites that abound in the Dry Valley area and let everyone know what the rules are in (a) appreciating these sites and (b) conducting activity around these sites," says Clive Howard-Williams, a New Zealand scientist and a vice president of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research. 

Low temperatures and low levels of precipitation make the Dry Valleys extremely sensitive to and slow to recover from any disturbances, meaning that in some places footprints made in the 1950s are still visible today. 

Provision for all 
The impact of human activity was once much less well understood; in times past, a swim in one of the Dry Valley lakes was a rite of passage. 

Now, any one wishing to work in or to visit the Dry Valleys will have to adhere to the new guidelines which were agreed at a recent Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting in Cape Town. 

"The key difference [the ASMA status] provides is that because it's been adopted by all Antarctic Treaty parties, we now have consistency in the way that we manage this site amongst all operators in the region," says Dr Gilbert. 

The codes of conduct also extend to tourists. "What we have also done is set aside various zones, including for example a tourism zone. So commercial visitors and tourists going to the site also have an agreed code of practice," he adds. 

The aim is to ensure that the activities of all groups in the Dry Valleys will be coordinated, avoiding the possibility of any unwitting damage to scientific experiments. 

Way ahead 
"That kind of conflict was seen as something which could escalate in the future and needed to be managed right now before it got more significant," says Dr Howard-Williams. 

The ASMA will also help constrain the areas of high use to parts to the Dry Valleys that are already well explored and will set guidelines for how scientific work in the Valleys should be carried out. 

So far says Dr Howard-Williams, the response from scientists has been positive. "The general feeling amongst the science community is that they want to do more, rather than less, to assist in the conservation of the area as much as possible." 

"People know that this is their area that they are messing up and no one wants to mess up the area that they want to do science in." 

A second Antarctic Specially Managed Area proposal by Australia, to manage the historic sites associated with Sir Douglas Mawson at Cape Denison, was also approved at the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

China.org

15 June 2004

300 Million Forest Tourists 
"China now leads the world in having the largest number of forest parks and the country's forest tourism industry is developing rapidly. Last year some 300 million visitors came to our forests and this represented a third of all tourists in the country," said Wang Weizheng, director of the Forest Tour Office with the State Forestry Administration. He was speaking at the recent 2004 China Forest Tour Exposition held in Baoji City, Shaanxi Province.

China has a vast territory with many varied types of scenery. Going from south to north, travelers can pass through tropical, subtropical, warm temperate, temperate and cold temperate zones. And going from east to west there are plains, hills, tablelands, plateaus and mountains as high as 8,000 meters. All this rich geographical variety means there are many different natural forest environments to be enjoyed, each with its own natural beauty.

Director Wang recalls that various forestry and related departments started developing the forest parks and associated natural resources back in the 1980s and the popularity of the forest tour has been going from strength to strength ever since. So far, China has established 1,658 forest parks covering 19 million hectares together with 1,757 nature reserves with a further 150 million hectares. Meanwhile, China has also set up many small nature reserves, hunting grounds and safari parks.

For twenty years the forest ecological tour has maintained its rapid growth in popularity. Back in 1992 direct revenues, mostly from ticket sales, topped 100 million yuan (US$12 million) for the first time. By 2003 this had grown to 5 billion yuan (US$600 million). Taking all types of forest tours together and including the various nature reserves, hunting grounds, forestry scenic areas and tourist regions, visitor numbers came to some 300 million last year. 

The rapid and sustained development of the forest tour market has acted as a catalyst promoting the development of a whole series of related industries such as transportation, catering, processing, animal husbandry, planting, and retailing. It has brought a new prosperity to local economies enabling many residents to leave poverty behind them and become comfortably well off. 

(China.org.cn by Zhang Tingting, June 12, 2004)
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

New Institute Would Ease Human Impact of Natural Disasters 
BONN, Germany, June 14, 2004 (ENS) - One of every six people on Earth lives today in the potential path of a 100 year flood - roughly one billion people. That number is expected to double by 2050 due to climate change, deforestation, rising sea levels, and population growth in flood-prone lands, warn experts at the United Nations University. 

The warning was issued as the UN University prepares to open a new institute in Bonn on Tuesday dedicated to study of the Environment and Human Security. 

The new institute aims to bolster the capacity of governments to respond to natural disasters, and establish sustainable land management practices. 

“The growing frequency and magnitude of extreme environmental events worldwide has intensified research interest in natural disasters as well as regional vulnerability and response capabilities,” says Dr. Janos Bogardi, founding director of the United Nations University Institute of Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS). 
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Every summer floods make life miserable for residents of Bangladesh. (Photo courtesy NIEHS)
Supported by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research and the Ministry of Science and Research of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, UNU-EHS will focus at first on flood plains and deltas, with emphasis on urban centers. Drought and its impact on rural communities are planned as an added priority from 2006. 

In addition to natural calamities, the Institute will work on what Bogardi calls "creeping" environmental hazards - climate change, land degradation, degradation of the social environment, population displacement, and changing resource availability and quality - which imperil communities in a more gradual but equally detrimental and multifaceted way. 

Floods affect 520 million people worldwide every year, resulting in up to 25,000 annual deaths, extensive homelessness, disease, crop and livestock damage and other serious harm. 

Unsustainable land use and other human actions aggravate the situation. 

Damage caused by floods and other climatic disasters now costs between $50 to $60 billion per year, much of it in developing countries, and it is often the world’s poorest people who suffer the most. 

The cost to the world economy of these disasters is roughly equal to the global development aid provided by all donor countries combined. Figures like these may vault natural disaster issues to the top of the world's political agenda. 

Even the most advanced nations are affected. The 2002 floods in Europe killed roughly 100 people, affected 450,000 people and left $20 billion in damages. 

The United States, which suffered 50 deaths and $50 billion in damage in the 1993 Mississippi River flood, has averaged 25 flood deaths annually since the 1980s. 

But the greatest potential flood hazard is in Asia. Every year for the past two decades, an average of 400 million people have been directly exposed to a flood. 

Between 1987 and 1997, 44 percent of all flood disasters worldwide affected Asia, claiming 228,000 lives - roughly 93 percent of all flood-related deaths worldwide. Economic losses in the region in that decade totaled US$136 billion. 

In the warmer, wetter world predicted by scientists today, the northern part of the Northern Hemisphere will likely see more storms, while some continental areas might have drier summers and more risk of drought. 

Sea levels could rise, fed in part by melt-water from glaciers and ice caps. Along with this, extreme high-water levels may occur with increasing frequency. Higher sea levels could inundate small islands, flood coastal lowlands, and erode sand dunes. 

In Chapmansville, West Virginia a flood victim sits on the garage floor of what remains of his flooded house. Two days after the flood, his damaged natural gas tank caught fire destroying the house and three cars. June 26, 2003. (Photo by Leif Skoogfors courtesy FEMA)
“Most urgently needed to adapt to the growing risk of flood disasters is greater global capacity to monitor and forecast extreme events,” Dr. Bogardi says. “Armed with better information, superior early warning systems and infrastructure can be installed, and new planning strategies devised.” 

Forecasting and warning systems commonly show a cost-benefit ratio of 10 or 15 to one, he says. 

Several existing national and international organizations deal with global data collection, analysis, and exchange, and each of them is increasingly linked to all of the others to form a worldwide network. 

The Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), located at the headquarters of the World Meteorological Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, provides information to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and other UN agencies. 

GCOS is developing a phased five to 10 year implementation plan for the integrated global observing systems for climate, using a mix of high-quality satellite and in situ measurements, dedicated infrastructure and targeted capacity-building. Public comments are invited, but must be submitted to the GCOS Secretariat no later than July 9, 2004. View the draft plan at: http://www.wmo.ch/web/gcos/gcoshome.html; Email comments to: gcosjpo@wmo.int 

The Global Oceans Observing System (GOOS) is a permanent global system for observations, modelling and analysis of marine and ocean variables to support operational ocean services worldwide. Hosted by UNESCO, it too provides information to all the relevant UN agencies. 

GOOS will provide accurate descriptions of the present state of the oceans, including living resources; continuous forecasts of the future conditions of the sea for as far ahead as possible; and the basis for forecasts of climate change. 

GOOS sponsors events such as "A Century of Discovery: Antarctic Exploration and the Southern Ocean," an international symposium at the Southampton Oceanography Centre, Southampton, UK, June 28-30, 2004. Find out more about GOOS at: http://ioc.unesco.org/goos/news.htm 

The Global Terrestrial Observing System (GTOS), hosted by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, links the world's terrestrial research networks together, tackling global environmental issues such as biodiversity, climate change and desertification. Explore its activities at: http://www.fao.org/gtos/Activities.html 

A grand overarching system incorporating all these systems and others is in the works. A 10 year implementation plan for a Global Earth Observing System of Systems was presented in April to 43 countries from the G8, Asia, Europe, Africa, and Latin America gathered in Japan for a second summit meeting on this observation effort. Find out more at: http://www.ics-inc.co.jp/eos2e/ 

There needs to be a shift in the international mindset – from reaction and charity to anticipation and preemption - Dr. Bogardi says. Countries are typically generous with post-disaster relief but less so when it comes to pre-disaster preparedness, spending $100 in relief for every $1 in preparedness. 

Recent studies have also shown the cost of constructing disaster resistant buildings adds only two to 12 percent on average to the final costs. 

“The thousands of tragic casualties from flooding and Haiti and the Dominican Republic in recent weeks underline the extreme vulnerability of developing countries,” Dr. Bogardi said. 

Flood damage along the Choluteca River in Honduras caused by Hurricane Mitch. Over 9,000 deaths and 9,000 missing were attributed to Mitch making it the second most deadly hurricane in history ranking only below a 1780 hurricane in the Lesser Antilles. (Photo Debbie Larson courtesy NOAA)
“While economic losses due to natural disasters destroy resources equivalent to two percent of GDP [Gross Domestic Product] in developed countries, in developing countries, the proportion can reach as high as 13 percent of GDP. Unsustainable practices and the ever increasing disasters they trigger prevent people to break through the brutal cycle of poverty,” he said. 

Scientists say warming sea temperatures may increase the number of cyclones and storm surges reaching shore. Storm surges can be just as lethal as the weather systems that spawn them, “walls of water” 60 to 80 kilometers across and two to five meters high that can pour in from the sea with immense force, washing away everything in their path. 

The most massive storm surge in recent times caused 300,000 deaths in the coastal wetlands of Bangladesh in 1970. 

Flooding is triggered by such conditions as severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, tropical cyclones and hurricanes, the El Niño effect, monsoons, dam breaks, ice jams or melting snow. 

These conditions annually cause thousands of deaths through drowning in vehicles and homes, accidents while walking or driving around water, electrocution, roof collapses, lightning strikes and heart attacks, and water-borne diseases. 

“In view of the ever increasing flood disasters and other threats to human security, there is an urgent need to reassess how we respond and prevent the potential of catastrophic loss of life and economic damage from natural disasters,” says UN Under Secretary-General Hans van Ginkel, Rector of the United Nations University. 

“The concept of human security has evolved in recent years. Human security as now defined puts the individual at the center of debate, analysis and policy. It is the individual who is paramount; government is an instrument of the people to protect human life and enhance human welfare,” he says. 

“Applying this new concept to its work, the UNU-EHS program will research ways of mitigating environmental threats, shedding new light on the interrelationships between the social, political, economic, technical, and natural factors involved,” van Ginkel says. 

“Instead of starting with the focus on natural hazards and their quantification," Dr. Bogardi says, "the assessment and ranking of the vulnerability of affected groups should serve as the starting point in defining priorities and remedial interventions.”

__________________________________________________________________________  
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UNEP in the news

Ways to Rid World of Harmful Pollutants

Accra Mail (Accra): Ridding the world of PCBs - pollutants that can suppress the human immune system and could cause cancer - was the focus of a two-day meeting sponsored by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) which wrapped up in Geneva. PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, have been used extensively in electrical equipment such as transformers and large capacitors in power lines and in additives in paint, carbonless copy paper and plastics. They are one of 12 highly toxic chemicals targeted for elimination by the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants that entered into force last month. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet would require a "vigorous" public-private partnership. "While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work," he said. Many hundreds of thousands of tons of PCBs have been commercially manufactured for some 75 years. Although production is now banned under the Stockholm treaty, PCBs continue to pose a risk to human health and the environment because of the wide array of PCB-containing electrical equipment still in service. Tons of wastes containing or contaminated by PCBs are also being held at temporary storage sites, particularly in developing countries, according to UNEP. In addition, large quantities of PCBs have been discharged into soils, rivers and lakes over the years. The Convention, which entered into force on 17 May, gives governments until 2025 to phase out "in-place equipment" containing PCBs, as long as the equipment is maintained in a way that prevents leaks. It also grants another three years to ensure the environmentally sound management of PCB-contaminated wastes.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406141214.html
General Environment News

Pollution on Lake Victoria troubles scientists 

Kisumu, Kenya (PANA) - Lake Victoria, the world's second largest fresh water lake is under threats of extinction due to continuous land degradation around the Nyando Basin, coupled with unchecked pollution, a scientist has warned. Marcus Walsh, an ecologist with the World Agroforestry Centre  (ICRAF) currently undertaking a study around Nyando Basin to determine the impact of land degradation on the lake, said sand and silt sediments 6 km thick had formed at the centre of the lake, changing the chemical composition of its waters. "There is an unprecedented pressure on the Lake. We have seen satellite pictures showing sediment plooms 6 km thick formed inside the lake and this is likely to affect marine life," Walsh told journalists who visited Nyando Basin at the weekend. In a guided tour, ICRAF scientists led by Walsh conducted the journalists around Nyando Basin, where hundreds of deep gullies have formed after vast expanses of land, which once formed the core portions of the Lake were left bare. The galleys have spread over 120,000 acres of fertile agricultural land and now transport some 3.1 million tones of sand to the Lake via Rivers Nyando, Nzoia, Miriu and Awach, as they wash into the lake, Walsh explained. He said fish in the lake, a major source of income for local fishing communities in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania could become extinct due to the growing pollution. Walsh said industrial waste, affluent and other kinds of waste, coupled with 3.1 million metric tones of sand washed in every year pose huge risks to the fish as the oxygen volumes in the water continue to diminish. Lake Victoria once occupied the entire Nyando Basin about 7,000 years ago, but its water levels have since dropped, leaving behind fertile land, which was later populated, he said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045597&dte=14/06/2004
Symposium on African elephant in Paris 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (PANA) - A symposium aimed at strategizing the protection of the fast-disappearing African elephant will be held from 28 to 29 June in Paris, bringing together delegates from 14 West and Central African countries, a statement from the Burkina Faso ministry in charge of the environment has said. Sixty participants to the seminar will come from Congo, Benin, DR Congo, Chad, the Central African Republic, Cameroon, Gabon, Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo, Cote d'Ivoire, Senegal and Guinea. Organized by the International Fund for the Protection of Animals  (IFAW) and the National Society for Nature Protection (SNPN), the symposium is an alarm to alert the world to put measures to stop the massacre of elephants. According to statistics, 15,000 elephants at the maximum are in the savannahs and forests of DR Congo as against 50,000 five years ago. And only a few hundreds still live in Senegal, Burkina Faso and in Guinea, the statistics show. "If nothing is done, they are going to totally disappear from this part of Africa in the coming years," the organizers of the meeting in the French capital warned. Since the partial re-opening of the international ivory trade in 1997 for three southern African countries of Namibia, Zimbabwe and Botswana as well as for South Africa since 2000, observers said, massacres have resumed, negatively affecting Africa's population of elephants.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045485&dte=12/06/2004
17 million lack access to clean water in Kenya 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - More than half of Kenya's population, or some 17 million people, lack access to clean drinking water while 21 million others have no access to adequate sanitation, a government official alarmed here Friday. This is due to the deterioration experienced over the last fifteen years when development in the water sector virtually came to nil, while demand for water and sanitation services rose sharply, said Martha Karua, minister for Water Resources Management and Development. Addressing a consultative workshop with mayors, chairmen and town clerks of local authorities in Kenya, she admitted that the provision of water and sanitation services to Kenyans is poor "and much below expectations". She said Water Services Regulatory Board has been created to handle all matters relating to water supply and sanitation services. A different board, Water Services Fund that will receive resources from the government and development partners, will assist in financing provisions of services in inadequately served areas of the country.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045299&dte=11/06/2004
Mozambique to Ban Leaded Petrol

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo): Mozambique is to ban, by the end of next year, the use of leaded petrol, following a decision taken during a recent meeting of Sub-Saharan Environment and Energy Ministers in Nairobi, reports Monday's issue of the Maputo daily "Noticias". The Mozambican government has set up a team, consisting of technicians from various ministries and from the fuel distribution companies, to work out a national strategy to implement the decision. The draft should be ready by the end of this year. The ban was adopted after it was acknowledged that leaded petrol pollutes the environment and endangers public health. A source in the Environment Ministry told "Noticias" that the Nairobi meeting was to reassess a similar decision taken in Dakar two years ago. Environment Minister John Kachamila said that, although the plan to introduce unleaded petrol is to be completed before the end of this year, its implementation is only to start in 2005. Unleaded petrol has been available in Mozambique for several months, but initially

it was only distributed in Maputo.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200406140631.html
______________

ROAP Media Update – 15 June 2004
UN or UNEP in the news


Environment ministers to prioritise activities
Kuensel, Bhutan, June 15, 2004 - Thimphu: 14 June 2004 - The proposal for the establishment of a regional forestry center in Bhutan will be put up for further approval in next month’s South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) council meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan.

…According to Dasho Nado Rinchhen, the SAARC plan of action on environment was important since it would reflect the regions’ collective voice in the United Nations environment programme’s (UNEP) global environment outlook report.
 http://www.kuenselonline.com/article.php?sid=4175 

*********************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –15 June 2004


UN and UNEP in the news

UNEP expects Russia to ratify the Kyoto Protocol this year

China Environment News 2004-06-15

Russia is likely to ratify the Kyoto Protocol this year, salvaging the stalled U.N. pact aimed at curbing global warming, the head of the U.N. Environment Program said on Friday. Kyoto's fate hinges on Russia after a U.S. pullout in 2001. President Vladimir Putin said last month that Moscow would move to ratify the 1997 deal after an agreement with the European Union on entry to the World Trade Organization. Putin set no deadlines but UNEP head Klaus Toepfer expected Russia would ratify by the next meeting of Kyoto signatories, scheduled for December in Buenos Aires. "I hope they will do it before the next conference of the parties, and I believe that there is quite good information backing this," he said on the eve of World Environment day. "There are clear signals...coming from Moscow that they now take it very seriously and they will do it." A UNEP source said Toepfer had never been so optimistic about getting Russia on board. 

CITES reviews 50 proposals on wildlife trade

Xinhuanet 2004-06-14

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) on Monday published a preliminary review on 50 government proposals for amending international wildlife trade rules. The review marks the start of a debate on the conservation and sustainable use of wild plants and animals that will conclude with important regulatory decisions at the 13th conference of CITES in Bangkok, Thailand on Oct. 2-14. "Although its roots go back to the 1960s, CITES clearly remains at the center of the global debate over wildlife conservation," said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), which administers the CITES secretariat.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/14/content_1525398.htm

General Environment News
Biological invaders imperil local ecosystem

Xinhuanet 2004-06-14

Gulangyu, a small scenic island off the southeast coast of China, is bothered by a tiny climbing plant nicknamed Cat's Claw. A similar problem is troubling southwest China's Sichuan Province. “Our defense against biologic invaders has severe weakness," said Dr. Xie Yan from the Chinese Academy of Sciences who worked out the first report and book on exotic biologic invaders in China with her colleagues. "The laws and regulations are not sound enough to hold against exotic invaders," said Yang Chaofei, former director of the Natural Ecology Protection Department of SEPA. Lack of awareness of the danger of biologic invaders is another major reason 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-06/14/content_1525077.htm
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UNEP or UN in the News

Le Figaro, 14 juin : Deux milliards de personnes menacées par les inondations en 2050

BONN (AFP) - Deux milliards de personnes dans le monde, en particulier en Asie, devraient vivre dans des zones menacées par les inondations en 2050, en raison des changements climatiques et de la croissance démographique, selon une étude des Nations unies rendue publique dimanche…

Selon l'UNU, qui ouvre mardi un nouvel institut spécialisé dans l'étude sur l'environnement et la sécurité humaine à Bonn (ouest de l'Allemagne), les zones à risques vont s'étendre en raison des changements climatiques, de la montée du niveau de la mer, de la poursuite de la déforestation en particulier dans les zones montagneuses, et à cause de l'attrait des zones inondables pour la richesse de leur sol.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040613203610.nst4ftbf.html
Environment related news

The Independent, 13 June: Greener London will target drivers

Radical new programmes aimed at making London the "green capital of Europe" are to be brought in by Ken Livingstone, its newly re-elected Mayor…

The whole Greater London area is to be turned into a giant "low emissions zone". Lorries, buses, vans and taxis that fail to meet tough new emission standards will be banned from the city, and drivers who flout the ban will be fined. Cars, however, will be exempted.

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/environment/story.jsp?story=530987
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Present world trade imbalances are discriminatory, Annan says

*
Security Council urged to strengthen efforts to protect civilians during war
*
Sudan: Government forces, militias have committed atrocities – UN rapporteur
*
UN relief official says mixed progress in helping civilians in Darfur, Sudan
*
Iran must be transparent in declaring nuclear activities, UN watchdog chief says

*
Annan urges Islamic States to help foster peace in global hotspots
*
UN to host seminar series aimed at combating intolerance

*
Afghan voter registration passes 3.5 million mark, UN mission says

*
UN agency and peacekeeping force develop anti-AIDS programme for Haiti
*
Annan calls for 'true partnership' between developed and developing nations

*
Secretary-General calls on civic groups to keep pressing for anti-poverty measures

*
UN agency chief hails G-8 declaration, urging donors to increase aid to agriculture
* * * *

UNCTAD

14 June 2004 – If new rules aiming to free world trade then throw up barriers of their own, the problem is not lack of coherence but the kind of discrimination which people are expecting the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to oppose, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan told government ministers in São Paulo, Brazil, today.

“Policies ought not to give with one hand and take away with the other. Rules designed to liberate ought not to create new barriers. Countries which press others to liberalize trade should be willing to do the same themselves,” he said as he opened the 11th UNCTAD ministerial conference.

“If they don't, we politely call it lack of coherence; but we could just as accurately call it discrimination. And that is what people are looking to this conference to take a strong stand against.”

The world could improve living standards for all because it now has the experience, the technologies, the unprecedented consensus around the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) seeking to halve extreme poverty by 2015 and the beginning of a global economic recovery, he said.

Pointing to the lack of coherence, Mr. Annan gave an example that Asian entrepreneurs trying to take advantage of a new market opportunity in a rich country might find that their roads were inadequate for the trucks that would have to carry their exports to local ports.

An African farmer might find that duty-free access to global markets has been nullified by requirements for sophisticated packaging, or by the financial and marketing impact of subsidies paid to competitors in wealthier countries.

The indigenous producer of medicinal herbs in Latin America might not know whether his peoples would be fairly rewarded, he said.

Indigenous populations have been battling for rights to their herbal knowledge through the UN World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

What the world lacked was a development-friendly trading regime, but that might be coming in the wake of important initiatives from the European Union (EU) and the United States, while the successful use of the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) dispute settlement mechanism, notably by Brazil, has shown that a rule-based system could help developing country producers, Mr. Annan said.

In April, Brazil successfully challenged US subsidies of its cotton exports.

If the new round of talks under the Global System of Trade of Preferences among Developing Countries leads those countries to reduce tariffs among themselves by 50 per cent, world trade would jump by $15.5 billion and decisively help to develop what President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil has called “a new global trade geography,” the Secretary-General said.

UN General Assembly President Julian Hunte of St. Lucia noted that the export revenues of nearly a quarter of the GA’s membership, or 50 countries, depended on just two or three commodity exports, while another 39 countries depended on just one. 

Unless this export situation was urgently addressed in the context of market operations, their development goals would remain challenging, he said.

With levels of development being a key priority, developing countries benefited most from liberal and fair markets, especially those free of discretionary standards, as well as technical, environmental and other requirements, Mr. Hunte said.

* * *

Security Council
14 June 2004 – At least 10 million people caught up in 20 separate wars around the world are cut off from access to aid workers, the United Nations’ top humanitarian official said today as he urged the Security Council to strengthen its efforts to protect civilians in armed conflicts.

Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, told the Council that not enough progress has been achieved in the past decade in establishing what Secretary-General Kofi Annan has previously labelled as a “culture of protection” towards civilians.

Mr. Egeland outlined a grim picture for civilians enduring many of the world’s armed conflicts, highlighting the obstruction or denial of humanitarian access, the dangers – often deadly – faced by humanitarian workers in providing relief, the particular vulnerability during conflicts of women and children, the plight of refugees and internally displaced people, and the climate of impunity surrounding human rights abuses:

Sexual violence continues to be a weapon of war, and many conflicts have become “forgotten emergencies,” dropping off the radar of the foreign media and the governments of Member States, he said.

Mr. Egeland, who is also the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, said this year’s 10th anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda “provides a chilling impetus for us to reflect on ways to better protect vulnerable civilian populations in the height of crises and in their immediate aftermath.”

He made the comments as he presented the Secretary-General’s fourth report on the protection of civilians in armed conflicts to the Council, which was holding a debate on the issue.

Mr. Egeland said the time is now right for the Council to adopt a resolution showing it will maintain an aggressive stance on protecting civilians, pointing out the Council’s last resolution on the subject was issued four years ago.

“We need to find better ways to provide humanitarian assistance quickly and efficiently, as soon as the security situation on the ground allows, whenever civilians are in desperate need,” he stressed.

Mr. Egeland said he was especially concerned by the current situations in the Darfur region of western Sudan, and northern Uganda, but added he was also disturbed by events in Côte d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Haiti, Liberia, Colombia, Chechnya, Guinea, the Central African Republic, Afghanistan, Iraq, the occupied Palestinian territory and Somalia.

After Mr. Egeland’s briefing, more than two dozen speakers addressed the Council, with many stressing that individual States must bear the primary responsibility for ensuring the safety of their civilians.

Several speakers indicated that some improvements have been made in the past decade in setting up formal mechanisms to protect civilians, but they said the international community should be more flexible in finding the right solutions to helping civilians caught up in different conflicts.

* * *

Sudan
14 June 2004 – Government forces and their proxy militias have slaughtered civilians in villages in the Darfur region of Sudan, a United Nations human rights expert said yesterday after completing a 13-day tour of Sudan.


Asma Jahangir, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, told a press briefing in Khartoum that she was “disturbed and alarmed by the gravity of the human rights abuses perpetrated” in Africa’s largest country. 


Ms. Jahangir said she had also received reports of mass killings by Government-sponsored militias around the town of Malakal in southern Sudan.


But her greatest concerns were saved for Darfur, where two rebel groups have been fighting the Sudanese Government since early last year and aid agencies say a humanitarian crisis is unfolding.


UN agencies and relief organizations estimate that at least one million people have fled their homes and become internally displaced since fighting broke out, while another 150,000 refugees have escaped across the border into Chad.


“I am deeply concerned,” she said. “The crisis is not over and the right to life of [millions of] people is seriously threatened.

A report by the UN’s Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, issued last month, found that Janjaweed militias – loose bands of Arab fighters that were recruited and armed by Khartoum – have carried out murders, rapes and other atrocities against the region’s black African population. Ms. Jahangir’s briefing echoed many elements of that report.


During her inspection tour, Ms. Jahangir said she received credible information that members of Sudan’s armed forces, the Popular Defence Forces and Government-sponsored militias had “attacked villages and summarily executed civilians.”


She said she had been unable to verify reports of the location of some mass graves because it was not safe to travel to certain areas within Darfur or they were too far away to reach during her visit.


But Ms. Jahangir said “there is no ambiguity that there is a link between some of the militias and Government forces.” She also said that many militias are being integrated into the country’s regular armed forces.


The rapporteur added that “armed criminal elements” have taken advantage of the conflict in Darfur to cause “some loss of life.”


The Government and the rebel groups reached a ceasefire deal in April, but aid workers say refugees arriving in Chad have told them of continuing attacks by the Janjaweed.


Ms. Jahangir said she was also concerned that some people had been sentenced to capital punishment for crimes committed before they had turned 18 – breaching international standards and Sudanese law.


“I will be urging the Government to conduct an inquiry and ensure that [the] death penalty is not imposed on minors,” she said.


Calling on the Sudanese Government to “end the culture of impunity” towards human rights abuses, Ms. Jahangir said its National Commission of Inquiry into what is happening in Darfur must examine the reports of violations by the armed forces.


Ms. Jahangir will issue a formal report to the UN Commission on Human Rights about the situation in Sudan after she visits Nairobi and Cairo to collect more information.

* * *

Sudan

14 June 2004 – United Nations agencies are making progress in bringing food and shelter to the more than one million people from the Darfur region of Sudan who are internally displaced or refugees because of conflict there, but they remain “way behind” in providing safe water, sanitation, immunization and nutrition, the top UN humanitarian official said today.

In remarks to journalists, Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, said UN agencies and their non-governmental organization (NGO) partners were still being hampered in reaching civilians in Darfur and offering help.

He said “thousands of lives” are at risk during the current rainy season if the UN and other humanitarian organizations are not able to provide more help to Darfur’s civilians.

More than a million people are internally displaced and at least 150,000 have spilled over the border into Chad since fighting broke out early last year between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups. A UN report has also found that Government-sponsored Arab militias known as the Janjaweed have ransacked or destroyed villages in the region, murdering or raping many civilians.

Mr. Egeland said that, “to me, the massive depopulation of the areas” by the Janjaweed constituted ethnic cleansing against the local black African population. But he said some observers said the pattern of killing between ethnic groups was not so consistent as to equate to ethnic cleansing.

“It’s not genocide yet and we can prevent it” from becoming so, he added.

Mr. Egeland, who is also Emergency Relief Coordinator for the UN, said too many NGO workers are still being prevented from providing assistance to civilians in Darfur because of visa delays by Sudanese authorities. Many vehicles used by aid agencies are also being held up at customs sites and, once cleared, he added, many no longer have radios and are thus inoperable.

“People are dying because we were denied access for so long. People will be dying because we are still not able to get through all the things that we should be able to get through,” he said.

But some obstacles had been removed by Khartoum and the UN and its sister agencies are on target to provide food to 800,000 people by the end of this month and two million people by the end of October, he said. They are also on schedule to give shelter to 600,000 people this month.

Mr. Egeland said his concerns focused on providing safe water, sanitation, immunization and nutrition, especially for children, as the UN was “way behind” on these issues.

His comments come as the head of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) continues her inspection tour of Darfur to observe the problems in the region first-hand and UNICEF’s response.

Executive Director Carol Bellamy met local officials yesterday in Nyala and toured a camp for internally displaced persons (IDP) in Kass in south Darfur, and was scheduled to travel today to El Geneina in west Darfur to visit relief sites.

Last week the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced it had revised the budget of its emergency appeal for Chad – where the steadily growing number of refugees from Darfur may top 200,000 later this year – to $55 million from $20.8 million.

* * *

Iran

14 June 2004 – Iran must be “proactive and fully transparent” in declaring its nuclear activities, and should do so within the next few months to allay suspicions about its programme, the head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency said today.

Speaking before the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Board of Governors in Vienna, Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said despite progress in cooperation with Iran, unresolved issues continued to swirl around its undeclared nuclear programme in the nearly two years since it came to the Agency’s attention.

“It is essential for the integrity and credibility of the inspection process that we are able to bring these issues to a close within the next few months, and provide the international community with the assurances it urgently seeks regarding Iran’s nuclear activities,” the Agency chief said.

Referring to his report on the IAEA’s verification work in Iran, Mr. ElBaradei said the Agency still needed to clarify the origin of high-enriched and low-enriched uranium contamination found at various sits related to uranium enrichment in Iran. The Agency was also receiving “changing and at times contradictory” information about the extent of Iran’s efforts to import, manufacture and use centrifuges of the P-2 design, he added.

This pattern of engagement was “less than satisfactory,” he said, and, after a year of difficulties encountered by IAEA inspectors, “Iran needs to be proactive and fully transparent.”

Turning to the situation in other countries, the Director-General told the Board that since Libya announced last December its decision to eliminate all materials, equipment and programmes leading to the production of internationally proscribed weapons – including nuclear arms – the Agency has been working with the authorities in Tripoli to gain a complete picture of its nuclear programme.

“Libya has proactively cooperated with the Agency by providing information and prompt access to all locations requested. We are making good progress in understanding Libya’s past nuclear activities but some aspects still need to be assessed, and it is important that Libya provide the necessary information to enable that assessment to be made,” he said.

Regarding Iraq, Mr. ElBaradei noted that it has been more than a year since the Agency’s inspectors were last in the country and he hoped the Security Council would soon provide guidance on the future of their mandate. “Given the current level of instability in the country, and Iraq’s past nuclear weapons related activities and capabilities, it is important and urgent that a credible verification and monitoring system be reinstalled,” he stressed.

As for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Mr. ElBaradei said the IAEA has been unable to draw any conclusions about the country’s nuclear activities since on-site verification activities were cancelled at Pyongyang’s request at the end of 2002.

* * *

Iraq

14 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged senior officials representing Muslim countries to back Iraq’s interim government, work for a comprehensive settlement to the Middle East conflict and press Sudan to halt attacks in the country’s Darfur region.

In a message delivered today by his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, to the Ministerial Conference of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), in Istanbul, Mr. Annan said all have an interest in helping Iraq to overcome its many challenges.

While appealing for a favourable response to the Interim Government's request for support, he pledged the UN’s continued reconstruction, development and humanitarian assistance, “from both within and outside Iraq, as circumstances permit.”

Concerning the Middle East, he condemned Israel’s continued extrajudicial killings, use of disproportionate force in densely populated areas, construction of a West Bank barrier and wide-scale house demolitions, and called on the country “to refrain from further violations of international law.” 

He also noted that some Palestinian groups continue to carry out suicide bombings and other attacks that fuel hatred and fear. “We should all strongly condemn terrorism, wherever and whenever it occurs; no cause can justify it,” he said, calling on the Palestinian Authority to take effective measures to curb violence and combat terror.

Israel's stated intention to withdraw from the Gaza Strip could possibly help end the violence, he said, urging continued focus on achieving a comprehensive settlement.

Regarding Sudan, he noted that more than a million Muslims have been forced from their homes in the Darfur region. “I urge you all to persuade your Sudanese brothers to neutralize and disarm the brutal Janjaweed militia; allow humanitarian supplies and equipment to reach the population without further delays; and ensure that displaced people can return home in safety,” he said.

Warning that further delay could cost hundreds of thousands of lives, he said, “Please do whatever you can to help end this appalling suffering and to bring a greater sense of urgency to the political negotiations.”

The message also addressed the prevailing climate of religious intolerance. “We must not allow ourselves, out of fear or anger, to treat people whose faith or culture differs from ours as enemies,” Mr. Annan said.

* * *

Tolerance

14 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will next week open a series of seminars at the world body’s New York Headquarters aimed at combating intolerance, with anti-Semitism the first theme to be taken up by experts in attendance.

Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel is scheduled to deliver the keynote address at the 21 June event, which kicks off the series “Unlearning Intolerance.” The day-long programme includes numerous experts on anti-Semitism and leaders of various faith-based groups working to promote greater understanding.

The UN will also host a public photo exhibition in conjunction with New York’s Center for Jewish History from 15 June to 9 July entitled “Diaspora: Homelands in Exile” by Frederic Brenner.

UN officials said the next seminar, set for around January 2005, would deal with the problem of Islamophobia.

* * *

Afghanistan

14 June 2004 – More than 3.5 million Afghans have registered to vote, nearly 35 per cent of them women, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) has reported.

Briefing reporters in Kabul on Sunday, UNAMA spokesman Edward Carwardine put the total at 3,591,572 Afghans, including 1,253,605 women.

A month ago, UNAMA said women made up about 30 per cent of the 2 million voters who had signed up at 400 registration sites.

Meanwhile, the Afghan Ministry of Justice has approved 21 political parties out of the 50 seeking recognition, Mr. Carwardine said. The parties next must apply to the Joint Electoral Management Body for accreditation. That Board is also mandated to decide on the date of the election.

In another development, UNAMA chief Jean Arnault on Saturday began an official visit to Iran, where he met with President Mohammed Khatami and senior government officials.

Their talks touched on Iran’s aid to and trade with Afghanistan and the fight against illegal narcotics, Mr. Carwardine said. 

The Tehran authorities re-affirmed their support for the Bonn Agreement, which was brokered by the UN in December 2001 and set the blueprint for Afghanistan’s political transition.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

14 June 2004 – Haiti will have a programme in place to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS before the main contingent of United Nations peacekeeping troops arrives in the troubled Caribbean country, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) said today.

“We know the impact of AIDS on peacekeepers,” UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot said. According to the agency, in conflict situations, the risk of infection is 50 times greater for armed personnel than the civilian population. “Therefore it is imperative to have a comprehensive AIDS prevention programme in place that targets peacekeeping troops and civilian staff.”

The programme would benefit not only the personnel of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), but also the Haitian host community, which, “with a prevalence rate of over 5 per cent, is the most badly affected country outside sub-Saharan Africa,” said Ulli Kristoffersson, Director of the UNAIDS office on AIDS, Security and Humanitarian Response, who will also head the UNAIDS Haitian team.

The programme would be jointly run by UNAIDS and the Department of Peacekeeping Operations under a Cooperation Framework agreement they signed in 2001, UNAIDS said.

According to the resolution that the Security Council approved in April to set up MINUSTAH, the UN would encourage the efforts of any unit in its system “to sensitize peacekeeping personnel in the prevention and control of AIDS and other communicable diseases.”

* * *

G-77

13 June 2004 – With the gap between rich and poor countries continuing to grow, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged ministers from developing nations gathered in São Paulo, Brazil, to work for a true partnership with their developed counterparts. 

“The sad truth is that the world today is a much more unequal place than it was 40 years ago,” Mr. Annan told a gathering Saturday of the “Group of 77” on the eve of the eleventh UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). The G-77, which has grown into a bloc of 132 developing countries, was established at the first such conference, held in 1964. 

The Secretary-General spotlighted problems caused by the debt crises, dependence on primary commodities, a lack of access to developed countries' markets, and general questions regarding the basic fairness of the global trade regime. “If these years have taught us anything, it is that opportunities for development need to be more equally distributed, ” he said. 

While new developmental opportunities have emerged in recent years, such as the spread of information technologies, so too have new obstacles, “none more devastating and potentially destabilizing than the spread of HIV/AIDS,” he said. 

In calling for a “true partnership” between the developed and developing world, he cited the need for collaboration. “If once there was a tendency to play the 'blame game,' I hope today we are moving toward an era of mutual understanding and cooperation.” 

The UNCTAD conference, he said, should provide an opportunity for developing countries to raise “the democratic deficit that limits developing country participation in decision-making in key international bodies.” 

At the same time, he urged those States to “look inward” and improve their own governance and economic management. “By clearly upholding your responsibilities, you will not only help your own people, you will also put even greater pressure on the developed countries to take the steps towards true partnership that they have preached but not yet practiced in full,” he said.

* * *

UNCTAD

13 June 2004 – As the eleventh United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) opened today in São Paulo, Brazil, Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on civic groups attending a parallel gathering to maintain pressure on governments to keep their global anti-poverty promises. 

“Non-governmental organizations, church groups, labour unions and others have been working relentlessly to make sure that international trade and globalization work for the poor, not against them,” Mr. Annan told the Civil Society Forum. 

He hailed participants for “extracting” commitments from governments to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set at a UN summit in 2000. 

Those targets, to be met by 2015, include halving the number of poor and hungry people, achieving educational parity for boys and girls and fighting the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

“I know that some groups have said they should really be called the 'minimum' development goals,” he observed. While acknowledging that the targets are not utopian, he said they were achievable given adequate political will. 

“But we need to take action now,” he said, stressing the role of local public mobilization in influencing national leaders. “What would really make a difference is if, at the local level, the goals achieve a critical mass of support and even become 'vote-getters.'” 

“You can and must help make that happen,” he urged. “Liberated by the advance of democracy, linked by shared interests and by the Internet, increasingly effective at using your consumer and voting power, you have the weight to tip the balance. So please, keep up the pressure!”

* * *

African food security

12 June 2004 – The head of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has welcomed the declaration by the Group of Eight leading industrialized countries on ending the cycle of famine in the Horn of Africa, raising agricultural productivity and promoting rural development. 

Jacques Diouf urged those nations – Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States – to match their words with action. 

“If the G-8 countries are serious in their endeavour to reduce hunger, they need to increase their resources flowing to rural areas in poor countries,” he stressed. “The billions of dollars we invest today in farmers, in technology and in infrastructure in rural areas, we can save tomorrow on food and emergency aid.” 

Investing in agriculture and rural areas, particularly in water control and rural infrastructure, in food-insecure countries should be the main priority in the fight against hunger, the FAO Director-General stressed. “More than 70 per cent of the hungry people live in rural areas – it is there where hunger needs to be defeated, by producing food for own consumption and surplus for export, as well as creating employment and income opportunities.”

* *** *

**In the Daily Highlights of 10 June 2004 (DH/4161), the list of Vice-Presidents in the story on the election of officers for the 59th session of the United Nations General Assembly should have read as follows: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Ghana, Zambia, Bangladesh, Iran, Kazakhstan, Syria, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Antigua and Barbuda, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Australia and Belgium.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good morning.

**SG in Brazil
Starting off with the Secretary-General’s travel, as you know, he is in Brazil and this morning he opened the eleventh ministerial meeting of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in Sao Paulo, and he congratulated UNCTAD on its fortieth anniversary.

The Secretary-General said that the world has what it takes to improve living standards for all people, but too often lacks coherence in its approach, as well as a development-friendly trading regime. He called for a successful conclusion to the Doha negotiations, and urged nations to take advantage of the opportunities offered by South-South trade cooperation and integration.

The Secretary-General also took the occasion to pay tribute to Sergio Vieira de Mello, saying that his death last year in Iraq “was a tragedy for Brazil, for the United Nations and the whole world.” 

We have copies of his speech upstairs.

The Secretary-General should now be holding a press conference in Sao Paulo, and we’ll try to provide a transcript of that press conference as soon as possible.

Also today, he expects to meet with President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. He is also expected to meet with the head of Sudan’s delegation to the conference, Finance Minister Hassam Ahmed Taha.

The Secretary-General arrived in Brazil on Saturday, and that day he attended a special ministerial meeting to mark the fortieth anniversary of the Group of Seventy-Seven developing nations.

He noted that "the sad truth is that the world today is a much more unequal place than it was 40 years ago" when the G-77, which now has more than 130 members, was founded. He said, "If these years have taught us anything, it is that opportunities for development need to be more equally distributed."

Also on Saturday, the Secretary-General had a half-hour meeting with Brazilian Foreign Minister Celso Amorim, during which they discussed Iraq and areas of common concern in the Latin American region. The Secretary-General expressed his deep gratitude for Brazil’s contribution toward their common efforts in Haiti.

In a separate programme, Nane Annan yesterday spoke at an UNCTAD panel exploring the importance to development of indigenous creative industries, such as music, publishing and photography. She highlighted the cross-fertilization of cultures around the world and the contribution of women's small-scale economic activities, like weaving, basketry and pottery, to the preservation of local cultures. Brazilian musician and Minister of Culture Gilberto Gil chaired the panel.

And we have a more complete list of the Secretary-General’s activities over the weekend as well as the information on Nane Annan’s programme while in Brazil.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, today it’s holding an open debate on the protection of civilians in armed conflict. The UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, told Council members that the tenth anniversary of the Rwanda genocide provided “a chilling impetus for us to reflect on ways to better protect vulnerable civilian populations.” 

Egeland highlighted the continuing problems of gaining humanitarian access to some 20 million people who are cut off from aid in ten conflicts around the world, and the security threats that humanitarian workers face in going about their work. 

Egeland said the United Nations believes the time is right for the Security Council to consider adopting another resolution on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, noting that the Secretary-General’s recent report sets out a number of recommendations to this end.  We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

And Mr. Egeland will be available to take questions from you at 1:00 p.m. at the Council stakeout area.

**IAEA/Iran Nuclear
Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, said today that while progress is being made in understanding the extent of Iran’s nuclear programme, investigations are still under way into whether all of Iran’s nuclear-related activities have been fully declared. 

He described Iran’s engagement with the IAEA as less than satisfactory, and noted that Iran needs to be proactive and fully transparent. 

Dr. ElBaradei made the comments in a meeting with the Agency’s Board of Governors in Vienna.

The meeting covered a broad range of issues, including the Agency’s annual report and a number of other topics.

**OIC Meeting
At a meeting of the Organization of the Islamic Conference in Istanbul, the Secretary-General called on members of the OIC to respond favourably to the Iraqi Interim Government’s request for support. His message was delivered by his Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, earlier today.

He said that the OIC has an interest in helping Iraq to surmount the many challenges it faces, including the creation of adequate conditions for elections and the convening of a national conference.

In the message, the Secretary-General also draws attention to the appalling suffering in Sudan’s Darfur region, and he asked for support in persuading Sudan to neutralize and disarm the brutal “Janjaweed” militia and to allow humanitarian supplies and equipment to reach the population without further delay.

And we have copies of his speech available upstairs.

**Sudan
Also on Sudan, the UN special rapporteur dealing with executions, Asma Jahangir, finished her visit to Sudan yesterday with a press conference in which she said she received numerous accounts of extra-judicial and summary executions carried out by government-backed militias and the security forces in Darfur.

She said she is also deeply concerned about the current humanitarian situation, where millions of civilians are in desperate need of assistance. She added that, “The crisis is not over, and the right to life of all these people is seriously threatened.”  And we have more information in a communiqué available upstairs.

**UNICEF/Bellamy in Darfur
One last item on Darfur, Carol Bellamy, the head of UNICEF, was in the region this past weekend.

Bellamy is in Darfur to see first-hand the situation faced by hundreds of thousands of children there, and to inspect UNICEF’s efforts to step up its response to the crisis. 

Along with other agencies, UNICEF has been speeding up relief efforts that have been under way for more than six months. It is focusing on providing access to safe drinking water, primary health care, shelter material, education and hygiene kits for families.

**Kosovo/Privatization
Turning to Kosovo, consultations on the privatization process in Kosovo were held at UN Headquarters last week. 

They were attended by representatives of the European Union-led component of the UN Mission in Kosovo, as well as a representative of the European Commission, and UNMIK’s Legal Adviser. 

An understanding was reached by all involved on the basis under which privatization can continue.

This understanding represents a major step forward in ensuring that privatization in Kosovo can proceed in an effective manner and in a way that provides a positive contribution to Kosovo’s economic development.

**Anti-Semitism
Next Monday on June 21, the Secretary-General will open a seminar on “Confronting Anti-Semitism: Education for Tolerance and Understanding,” which is being organized by the Department of Public Information as part of a series of events to promote respect and understanding among peoples.

The Monday seminar will be held in Conference Room 1, and will include a keynote address from Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel and panel discussions offering different perspectives on anti-Semitism today and ways to confront it more effectively.

And we have a press release available upstairs.

**Afghanistan
And upstairs we also have a release from the UN Mission in Afghanistan, on the visit by the head of the UN Mission there, Jean Arnault, to Iran where he is meeting with senior Iranian Government officials.

That’s it from me, any questions?  Yes?

 

Questions and Answers

Question:   Hi, Stephane. One thing that’s come out of the Secretary-General’s office and also out of Paul Volcker’s mouth; in the oil-for-food independent investigation is that there has been inadequate funding for the investigation.  But there is a piece in the Times today that said that part of the problem with going ahead with this investigation is that there has been lack of funding.  I was wondering f the Secretary-General could comment?

Associate Spokesman:    Sure.  The Secretary-General has provided Mr. Volcker and his investigative team with $4 million to cover initial cost. This was approved by the ACABQ, which is the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.  We will await from him a fuller budget as to what his needs are. But in no way has the UN constrained Mr. Volcker’s work financially.  We’ve given him the $4 million as starter’s costs and we’re waiting for the fuller budget from him to see what his needs are going to be.  

Question:   Okay. When he is going to get the fuller budget, is that with the three-months sort of...(interrupted).     

Associate Spokesman:    I don’t know.  You’ll have to ask him as to what his...  But we’re awaiting the budget. I think as to the details for the budget, you’d have to ask him.  Anybody else? 

Question:   The HIV prevention programme for Haiti; is for all the missions or only for Haiti?

Associate Spokesman:    On the peacekeeping...(interrupted)?

Question:   Peacekeeping operation.

Associate Spokesman:    That one, that particular one I think as flagged is for Haiti because that is a new mission. But, as you may be aware, the peacekeeping department has been very active in AIDS prevention programme in almost all its peacekeeping missions.   But the reason, I think this particular programme was flagged because it’s a new mission.  Richard?

Question:   Dileep Nair was out of the country last week.  There was some request for him to appear regarding the black box.  Is there any update on that and I have a follow-up?

Associate Spokesman:    I’ll check.  I believe he is available if you do want to interview him.  But I’ll double-check for you.

Question:   And lost in the Iraq shuffle were the results of the UN employee survey that Fred announced June 4.  Could Mr. Nair, or someone else who can interpret the findings or do a briefing on it, come here?

Associate Spokesman:    Sure, I’ll be happy to see who we can find to face your questions.  Anybody else?

Question:   Any new developments in the Congo?

Associate Spokesman:    No, I don’t have anything from today from the mission. But I’ll see what I can get for you.

Question:   We’re checking on this:  Was the Deputy Foreign Minister who was killed in Iraq over the weekend, was he here in the Security Council for the vote?

Associate Spokesman:    My understanding is that he was here with the delegation f the Foreign Minister.

Question:   But you don’t know if he was here...(interrupted)?

Associate Spokesman:    No, I’m not... That’s what I was told.  I can check with Protocol for you if he was on that trip on the list and if he was there.

Question:   Any results on the powdery, mystery, probable non-story substance?

Associate Spokesman:    I think the operative word is “non-story”.  As you may know, there were two incidents earlier today. A powdery substance was found on the desk of a staff member on the 27th floor.  For precautionary measures, the UN security department called in the NYPD and the Fire Department HAZMAT teams.  They bagged the substance. It’s been taken away to be analyzed.  No other evacuation took place.  There was a second, while the team was still in the building; there was a second report of a substance being seen on a desk by one of the ATMs on the first floor.  The HAZMAT team was also asked to take samples of that substance for analysis.  According to our security and safety service, the area down by the ATM has been cleaned and is now safe to use.  And we expect to have the tests available within a few days. Meanwhile, business as usual.  

Thank you very much. 

* *** *
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