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afrol News : African malaria comes to town

By Daniel Nelson

14 March - Malaria, the great tropical killer, traditionally has been defined to rural areas. With the booming growth of African cities, however, urban malaria in Africa is now becoming a major health problem and looks set to get worse. 200 million Africans currently are at risk. Researchers nevertheless hold the problem is controllable if action is taken. 
The problem of urban malaria is rapidly growing along with Africa's cities. Urbanisation came relatively late to the continent, but the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says Africa's urban growth is now the fastest in the world - nearly twice the global average. 

In 1960 there were no African cities with one million inhabitants: today there are 40. The UN predicts that the number of Africans living in towns and cities will increase 20 percent within 15 years, to 800 million.

Malaria has long been a scourge, responsible for approximately 1 million deaths a year in Africa, making many millions more ill and acting as a brake on economic development.

And the situation may be even worse than was thought. New research published in the science journal 'Nature' last week calculates that more than 500,000 million people – nearly double previous estimates – were infected by the deadliest form of malaria in 2002.

Richard Feacham, executive director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, said the results confirm the "gross underestimation" of malaria in Africa and Asia.

Now for the good news: urban malaria is controllable - if action is taken quickly. "We are keen to get across that this is a potentially avertable problem," says Dr Martin Donnelly, a vector biologist at the Liverpool School (UK).

- Urban malaria should be relatively easy to control, agrees Dr Guy Barnish, the projects co-ordinator of the British school's Malaria Knowledge Programme. "There are more healthcare professionals in towns than in rural areas; it is easier for patients to get medicines, and hopefully you can tap into the private healthcare network," he adds. 

In addition, Mr Barnish says, towns tend to have pockets of disease, which means areas and communities can be targeted, and insecticide-impregnated bednets are generally accepted more quickly in urban than in rural areas.

Even the pollution that can make cities so unpleasant to live in can be advantageous, because the Anopheles mosquito that carries the malaria parasite between people prefers relatively clean, if stagnant, water.

Until now, malaria has been seen as a rural disease, but that is changing, and last year a team of US and Swiss researchers estimated that 200 million Africans currently live in urban settings in which they are at risk of contracting the disease, with between 25 and 103 million malaria attacks occurring in towns every year.

Contributory factors include the rise of urban agriculture, as city dwellers increasingly grow vegetables for sale to the public. "Watering crops helps create suitable breeding conditions for malaria-carrying mosquitoes," warns Mr Barnish.

Now that what the Liverpool School has described as "an old disease in a new environment" has been identified, the question is how to tackle it. The UK school has helped spread the word: its malaria programme sponsored an international conference in South Africa last December. Action priorities were set out, and another meeting will be held in Marseilles, France, in September.

One area of action pinpointed by the meeting in South Africa was the need to move away from the policy of treating virtually all fevers as malaria, as generally happens in rural areas. To carry on this policy in towns, said the South Africa conference statement, "would likely result in a significant waste of resources through misdiagnosis and inappropriate treatment", because se fevers may be caused by other common infections apart from malaria.

Conference participants were drawing attention to the fact that misdiagnosis can mean that up to three-quarters of patients with a fever decide or are advised to take anti-malarial tablets although they do not have malaria. The tablets fail to treat whatever is the real cause of the fever, and are becoming more expensive as the malaria parasite develops resistance. 

This in turn makes poor people sicker, poorer and puts more strain on already over-stretched health services. "Misdiagnosis probably contributes to a vicious cycle of increasing ill-health and deepening poverty," say Mr Barnish and colleagues at the Liverpool School.

Instead, quick and simple blood tests could be used to confirm malaria cases. Testing equipment and staff costs money, but the expense has to be weighed against the money saved by not treating non-malaria fevers with increasingly expensive malaria drugs. A cost-benefit analysis of diagnosis and drug delivery in urban settings is required, the researchers hold.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Radio Singapore International: Epidemics in the 21st Century

- Written and produced by Daphne Koh.

14 March 2005

Remember the Nipah Virus of the the late 1990s? 

This deadly virus caused quite a stir as it infected many domestic pigs, which in turn passed on the virus to farm workers who were handling them. 

The Nipah virus incident may now be over, but it serves as a warning that epidemics could threaten mankind from time to time. 

The United Nations Environment Programme or UNEP has warned that new and previously suppressed infectious diseases are a rising new threat. 

The UNEP blames modernisation and urbanisation activities, as well as climate change, as the sources of this problem. 

Marion Cheatle, Chief of the UNEP's Early Warning and Assessment Division explains why there has been a recent trend of viruses surfacing and causing infections. 

MC: Some of the diseases and bacterial organisms have become resistant to drugs and pesticides that we've controlled with in the past. In some cases, new strains of diseases have been quicker than the development of new drugs against them. Also, sometimes, the costs of drugs and treatment is too expensive for people to afford. But more recently, a very important thing that has come to light is that a lot of this emergence and re-emergence of these diseases is related to environmental changes. These are things like rapid urbanisation, land use changes, clearing forests into agricultural land and expansion of transport networks. 

These human activities often change the dynamics of the environment, thus creating favourable conditions for viruses to thrive. 

MC: Ms Cheatle gives an example of one disease that has caused large-scale infections. 

One quite clear example is the issue of dengue haemorrhagic fever now. In the 1950s, there were only approximately 900 cases of this reported annually by the World Health Organisation. But now, some 2500 million people are at risk from that disease. Now, that's not to say they will catch it, but they are at risk from it. And the microbes causing that disease. Before the 1970s, there were only nine countries where they were known to exist. But its now spread to over a hundred countries. And many of those countries are in Southeast Asia and in the Western Pacific. It is particularly related to overcrowding in urban areas where you've got unplanned, very rapid urbanisation, unsanitary conditions, poor waste management. This has increased the problem because there are people in more crowded, unsanitary conditions, and the disease spreads more quickly through close human contact. And also if you've got poor waste management in urban areas: puddles of water, discarded containers which can collect waters, and they become breeding sites for the mosquito that causes dengue fever. And its a major problem. 

Besides claiming casualties, the rise of epidemics impacts the economy and a society's way of life as well. 

MC: Well the long term consequences of course is if we don't do anything about it, people are going to get sick. If you're sick, if you're a child , you don't learn so well, you have more time off school. If you're trying to grow crops and so on, your capacity for work is reduced. If you've got a job and you've take lots of time off work so its a major problem. So there are major socio-economic problems associated with the increase of disease and debilitating effects. Some of these diseases are short-term and they are treated with a course of drugs. Others actually have permanent disability effects on people. If they are left treated, then people aren't able to carry on productive lives as they would normally do. 

And that was Marion Cheatle, Chief of the UNEP's Early Warning and Assessment division. 

Next week, Ms Cheatle will talk about how climate change exacerbates the incidence of epidemics. 

She will also touch on the measures needed to fight against these infections. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Philippine Daily Inquirer: Air Pollution Killing Us Softly

by Rafael R. Castillo, MD
12 March 2005
 
THE INCIDENCE of respiratory tract infections (RTIs) is still increasing. If one looks at the records in many hospital ERs (emergency rooms) in Metro Manila, RTI is one of the leading causes for hospital admissions. If you blame it on the changing weather or the high pollen count this time of year, you're probably barking up the wrong tree. Stand at any intersection of Edsa and you'll know the answer.

Without realizing its real and imminent dangers, many residents in Metro Manila and other key cities including Baguio, which was previously thought to be a pristine city with fresh air, are making a difficult decision to stay. Many are not aware that unless something is done about the pollution problem, many parts of these cities will no longer be fit for human habitation in a decade or two. 

The warning signs are familiar to all those who live in cities where the air is polluted: aching backs, wheezing, coughing, headache, dizziness and a myriad of other symptoms. Millions of Metro Manila residents breathe dirty air every day of the year.

Health concerns (asthma, other lung infections, heart problems, cancers, central nervous system damage and lowered IQs) increasingly affect people from all walks of life. It is a growing health hazard that has reached monstrous proportions. It is a true epidemic like no other plague we've seen before. And no community within the metropolis is immune from the growing threat of Metro Manila's degraded air quality.



Dirty city

World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations Environment Program (Unep) studies show that Metro Manila's air shed is one of the five dirtiest and most polluted in the world, topped only by the metropolitan areas of Mexico City, Shanghai and New Delhi.

Reports indicate that 6,000 tons of particulates, chemicals and other pollutants are emitted daily by Metro Manila's two to three million vehicles, hundreds of factories, and households.

In March 1999, the British Medical Journal quoted Dr. Miguel Celdran, a pediatrician at the Makati Medical Center, who said: "About 90 percent of my patients have respiratory illness, and we're seeing babies as young as two months suffering from asthma. Twenty years ago, this was unheard of."

A survey by the Philippine Pediatric Society, which asked doctors to describe the most common illnesses that they treat, received the same response in every case: diseases of the upper respiratory tract.

Urine samples from children living and begging on the polluted streets showed that at least 7 percent had high lead concentrations.

Increased traffic

In 1997, a technical study financed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) showed that air pollution in Metro Manila had reached critical proportions. The reasons are a 10 percent annual growth rate in the vehicle fleet, increased traffic, poor traffic planning that reduced speeds and escalated commuting times, and poorly tuned motors that ran unnecessary extra hours, in effect multiplying the pollutants being released into the air.

Other sources of air pollution include power plants, industries, restaurants and dry cleaning establishments.

Metro Manila's air quality crisis grows in scale daily. Vehicle densities, for instance, have increased from 675,310 in 1990, to 1.2 million in 1998, to over 2 million in 2001. Vehicle density in Metro Manila has gone from 1,600 per km2 in 1995 to 3,144 per km2 in 2000, and at an accelerating rate of growth. There is a direct correlation between the number of cars on the road and the amount of pollution in the air.

There are other sources of pollutants: power plants, dust from continuous street diggings, solvent evaporation, and ozone.

Despite the completion of the second elevated light rail system, there has been little effort to reduce the 500 or so bus companies operating some 5,000 plus diesel-spewing buses on Metro Manila's roadways or to relocate any of the bus terminals that clog Edsa.

And with any level of economic growth-welcome news for sure-will come increased transport demands in the city.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Potentiel (Kinshasa): Energie : le Pnue Garantit Son Soutien à la Rentabilisation du Fleuve Congo
Godefroid Ngamisata
12 Mars 2005 
 
Kinshasa 
Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (Pnue) est prêt à apporter ses conseils à un projet monumental qui vise à alimenter l'Afrique tout entière en électricité grâce à l'énergie hydraulique du « puissant fleuve Congo », afin de trouver un équilibre entre considérations environnementales et socio-économiques. 

C'est ce qui ressort d'un communiqué publié dernièrement à Nairobi, au Kenya, qui précise qu'une des grandes compagnies africaines d'énergie envisage l'exploitation hydroélectrique du fleuve Congo. 

Le projet, souligne la source, devrait générer « plus qu'assez de courant pour alimenter l'industrialisation du continent tout entier ». 

Le projet, qui se limitera dans un premier temps aux cascades d'Inga, devrait, poursuit-elle, permettre à terme « l'exploitation de surplus d'électricité vers l'Italie, l'Espagne et l'Europe du Sud en général » grâce à un inter-connecteur sous la Méditerranée. 

Il convient de souligner que le projet a été dévoilé par Reuel Khoza, président de Eskom holdings, une compagnie sud-africaine de production de courant, à l'occasion d'une réunion axée sur « le monde des affaires en Afrique et le développement durable », organisée par le Pnue en marge de la 23ème session de son Conseil d'administration qui regroupe les ministres de l'environnement du monde entier. 

La réunion s'est focalisée sur la façon dont « l'approvisionnement d'eau et d'énergie sous-tend les besoins de développement durable et peut contribuer à la réalisation des objectifs du Millénaire pour le développement et le Plan de Johannesburg ». 

En réaction à cette annonce, la directrice au Pnue de la Division de la technologie, de l'industrie et de l'économie, Monique Barbut a déclaré que « le continent africain a besoin d'énergie pour atteindre les Objectifs du Millénaire pour le développement. 

Les technologies, petites et grandes- houillères, pétrolières, éoliennes ou solaires- ont toutes un rôle à jouer ». 

Et d'ajouter : « Il fallait faire en sorte qu'elles soient propres et respectueuses de l'environnement ». 

Elle a, à cet effet, rassuré que le Pnue était « disposé à offrir aides et conseils aux compagnies, comme Eskom, et aux gouvernements d'Afrique qui souhaitent développer ces technologies afin de trouver un équilibre entre considérations environnementales et socioéconomiques ». 

D'après le communiqué du Pnue, « l'hydroélectricité tirée du Congo pourrait générer plus de 40 000 mégawatts, assez d'énergie pour nourrir l'industrialisation de l'Afrique et pour vendre le surplus à l'Europe méridionale ». 

Un tel projet, estiment les observateurs, pourrait combler le déficit pour aider plusieurs millions de personnes vivant dans le continent. 

En effet, 526 millions de personnes sur le continent sont dépourvus d'accès à l'électricité. 

Paradoxalement, la Rdc qui détient des grandes réserves de l'eau douce et d'un grand barrage hydro-électrique d'Inga, ne parvient pas toujours à desservir l'ensemble du territoire nationale. 

Le ministre de l'Energie a reconnu dernièrement que la Rdc malgré ses immenses potentialités, accuse le taux le plus bas en desserte de sa population en eau potable, soit 25 % seulement sur le plan national et 45 % dans les zones urbaines. 

Ce qui est tout à fait insuffisant. 

A souligner que le projet qu'entend, soutenir le Pnue fait partie intégrante des Objectifs du millénaire pour le développement (Omd). 

Pour plus de précisions sur les Omd, voir l'encadré. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse: Lake Toba Call Emphasized Coop Among Govts in Overcoming Tsunami

 PARAPAT, N. Sumatera, 

14 March 2005

 
AsiaNet/ -- The three-day network of regional governments for sustainable development meeting or Lake Toba Summit wound up here Saturday (March, 12) with a number of agreements as specified in a "Lake Toba Call" declaration.

One of the points in the "Lake Toba Call" puts emphasis on the importance of forging inter-governmental cooperation in overcoming problems in the post-tsunami disaster period.

"The tsunami was a natural disaster which could really hamper the manifestation of sustainable development," the head of the Housing Affairs Department of Western Cape Town in South Africa, Laurine Platzky, said in Parapat, on Saturday. 

As to an agreement on the handling of tsunami, all representatives of regional governments confirmed three matters that have to be taken into account, namely the recovery of regional government's administrative activity, the creation of job opportunity and re-empowerment of economy in the disaster-affected region.

"It is impossible that a tsunami-ravaged region will revive from their destruction, if the local government could not work properly," Platzky said.

In the business sector, it was agreed that each local government should be able to empower their economy in producing domestic commodities with competitive prices.

All agreements will be formulated through a network of regional government together with international organizations such as City Net, Asosociation of the Asia Pacific Regional Government and a number of UN institutions like UNEP and UNITAR.

"Through cooperation under a network of regional governments, it is expected that such sustainable development will not only happen in local level, but also in regional and international level," Platzky said.

The Lake Toba Summit was closed by North Sumatra Governor Tengku Rizal Nurdin, while the next meeting of similar event will take place in Western Cape Town, South Africa.

On the opportunity, Platzky as a representative of Western Cape Town also handed over a book Nelson Mandela, to Lake Toba Summit Chairman Nico Barito.

CONTACT:

Regional Organizing Committee : Mr. Prof. Syamsul Arifin, Chairman of North

Sumatera Environmental Agency. Jl. T. Daud 5, Medan 20112, North Sumatera, Indonesia.

Tel: +62 61 4537050

Fax: +62 61 4537050

Mobile: +62 812 6021218

E-mail : oong_profsyamsul@yahoo.com
_______________________________________________________________________

Vanuatu Online: Sustainable consumption in focus for 13 Asian countries
By Mrs. Wei ZHAO, Environmental Affairs Officer - UNEP


Manila, 15 March 2005 – The future rapid growth in consumption levels across Asia and the potential devastating impacts on the region’s environment is the focus of an international meeting here in Manila today. 

Representatives from governments, business and civil society in 13 Asian countries will discuss how plans and activities to promote sustainable consumption can be put into practice. 

Delegates will review ways and means to minimise the negative environmental and social effects of rapidly increasing consumption levels in Asia while at the same time ensuring that the regions poor get access to products and services to achieve an improved life quality. 

The initial findings from a review of the conditions and best practices for sustainable consumption in Asia and Europe will also be discussed. 

The three day meeting is part of the SC.Asia project, an initiative coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and funded by the European Union’s Asia Pro Eco Programme. 

According to the review, there are presently more ‘middle to high income’ consumers – those earning more than US$7,000 per annum - in Asia and the Pacific than in Western Europe and North America combined. Yet this still represents only 26 percent of the region’s rapidly growing population. 

“All this adds up to a future scenario where more and more people, by meeting their basic needs and demands through increased consumption, increase the ‘consumption pressure’ to levels corresponding to the ones found in Europe or North America today,” says Mrs. Wei Zhao, UNEP’s SC.Asia project manager. 

“It is important that developing countries such as the Philippines, recognise the challenges posed by increased consumption at an early stage, said Julian Amador, Director for the Philippines Environmental Management Bureau. “There is a need to take appropriate action so as to avoid some of the serious problems in developed countries related to over consumption.” 

The last half-century has been one of unparalleled worldwide increase in production and consumption of products and services, including food, clothing, transport, energy, sanitation, entertainment, water, land, electronics, and so on.

UNEP DTIE

“Not only has the world population more than doubled in the past half century, but the consumption per person has also increased at an unprecedented rate,” said Mrs. Zhao. “Average household consumption increased 68% from 1980 to 1998, oil and paper consumption more than tripled since the early 1960’s, and the road traffic in several SE Asian countries more than doubled from 1990 to 1999,” he said. 

The Manila meeting is expected to result in capacity building on sustainable consumption of national stakeholders, a hands-on guidance manual for government on how the UN guidelines on sustainable consumption can be practically implemented, as well as national action plans on sustainable consumption in participating countries. 

About SC.Asia: 

The project, which is financially supported by the European Union, is aiming at identifying best practices on promoting sustainable consumption in Europe and Asia, and building knowledge and capacity in concerned governmental authorities in Asia to adopt these practices. 

Such practices may include consumer information campaigns, product testing, eco-labelling, legislation, economic incentives, corporate environmental policies, advertising and so on. 

The ultimate goal is to enable Asian Governments to implement the UN Guidelines on consumer protection, section G on sustainable consumption. 

The guidelines were formally adopted by the UN General Assembly already in 1999, but so far only a few Governments have been able to translate the section on sustainable consumption into concrete action. 

The project partners, which include UNEP, Consumers International, The Danish Consumers Council and the Centre for Environment and Development (Sri Lanka) will review a range of approaches in Europe (Denmark, France, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdoms) and Asia (Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam) and together with government officials fro Europe and Asia synthesize the findings into a guidance manual. 

The project will also assist the Asian countries to draft, based on the guidance manual, national action plans for promoting sustainable consumption at the national level. 

The Asia Pro Eco Programme is a programme dedicated to the improvement of environmental performance in Asian economic sectors through the exchange of environmental policies, technologies and practices, and to promote sustainable investment and trade between the European Union Member States and South Asia, South-East Asia and China”. 

For more information, contact 
Mrs. Wei ZHAO, Environmental Affairs Officer 
UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
E-mail: zhaow@un.org.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung/Handelsblatt: Ökonomisch, ökologisch und sozial 
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14.03.2005. Wie nachhaltig sind Produkte aus abbaubaren Kunststoffen gegenüber konventionelle Alternativen? Der Verband der Kunststofferzeuger, die Industriegewerkschaft Bergbau-Energie-Chemie und das Umweltministerium Niedersachsen wollten es genauer wissen und beauftragten das Freiburger Öko-Institut mit einer Studie. Ein Beirat der Niedersächsischen Kunststoff-Kommission mit Vertretern von Industrie, Gewerkschaften, Umweltverbände, Staat und Wissenschaft begleitete die Untersuchung, deren Ziel die exemplarische Erprobung von Produkt-Nachhaltigkeits-Analysen war. Als Fallbeispiele wurden gewählt: Joghurtbecher aus Polylactid versus Polypropylen sowie landwirtschaftliche Mulchfolie aus Polyesteramid versus Polypropylen. Nachhaltige Produkte zu entwickeln und dabei nicht nur ökonomische, sondern auch ökologische und gesellschaftliche Aspekte zu optimieren, ist nach Ansicht von Öko-Institut e.V. eine der zentralen Aufgaben des modernen Unternehmensmanagements. Vor diesem Hintergrund hat das Öko-Institut ein Product Sustainability Assessment entwickelt, eine PROSA abgekürzte Methode, um Unternehmen bei dieser Aufgabe zu unterstützen. 

Bereits 1987 hatte das Institut eine Methode zur integrierten Analyse von ökonomischen, ökologischen und sozialen Aspekten unter dem Namen "Produktlinienanalyse" in Grundzügen entwickelt. Die Produktlinienanalyse stand jedoch zunächst im Schatten der Produkt-Ökobilanz (Life Cycle Assessment - LCA), die sich ausschließlich auf ökologische Aspekte konzentrierte. Erst durch das auf der Rio-Konferenz proklamierte Leitbild einer nachhaltigen Entwicklung stieg das Interesse an Methoden zur Analyse der Nachhaltigkeit. Von den damaligen Fallbeispielen wurde vor allem die Studie "Produktlinienanalyse Waschen und Waschmittel" bekannt, die das Öko-Institut im Auftrag des Umweltbundesamts durchführte. 

Mit der Methoden-Studie "Hoechst Nachhaltig" wurde im Auftrag und für die Hoechst AG untersucht, wie das Leitbild der nachhaltigen Entwicklung für das Unternehmens-Management konkretisiert werden kann. Die Methoden-Entwicklung wurde an zwei Fallbeispielen erprobt: am Konservierungsstoff Sorbinsäure und an der PET-Dachplane. Als Länderbeispiele wählte man Deutschland und China (Die Studie liegt in deutscher Sprache vor und kann über das Öko-Institut bezogen werden. Ewen, C.; Ebinger, F.; Gensch, C.-O.; Grießhammer, R.; Hochfeld, C.; Wollny, V.: "HoechstNachhaltig - Sustainable Development: Vom Leitbild zum Werkzeug", Freiburg/Darmstadt/Berlin 1997.) 

Die neu entwickelte Methode baut auf wesentlichen Elementen der Produktlinienanalyse auf und ist stärker auf die Anwendung in Unternehmen zugeschnitten. Es handelt sich um eine Methode zur strategischen Analyse und Bewertung von Produktportfolios, Produkten und Dienstleistungen mit dem Ziel: Identifizierung von System-Innovationen und Handlungsoptionen in Richtung einer nachhaltigen Entwicklung. PROSA strukturiert die hierfür erforderlichen Entscheidungsprozesse und reduziert Komplexität auf das Wesentliche. Anwendungsfelder sind die Strategieplanung und Produktportfolio-Analyse in Unternehmen, die Integrierte Produktpolitik (IPP) und Dialogprozesse und die kooperative Produkt-Entwicklung in Innovationsnetzwerken. Zusätzlich führt PROSA die drei Dimensionen der Nachhaltigkeit, nämlich Ökonomie, Ökologie und Gesellschaft für die nachhaltige Produktinnovation gleichberechtigt zusammen. Laut Öko-Institut, ein Novum, wie die Untersuchung von mehr als 50, auch international verbreiteten, Methoden und Konzepten zur Nachhaltigkeitsanalyse von Produkten zeige. Einige Ergebnisse dieser Untersuchung: 

· Die soziale Dimension in den Konzepten wird meist vernachlässigt. 

· Es gibt nur wenige praktisch erprobte Methoden. 

· Obwohl viele Ansätze formal oder sprachlich Bezug auf die Nachhaltigkeit nehmen, dominiert noch immer die ökologische Dimension - in manchen Fällen kombiniert mit ökonomischen Kriterien als Ökoeffizienz-Analyse. 

· Die Analyse der sozialen Dimension ist bislang auf einem weniger differenzierten und standardisiertem Level und kommt häufig über gut gemeinte, aber abstrakte Anforderungen nicht hinaus. 

"Während die Analyseschritte für eine Ökobilanz durch ISO-Normen detailliert beschrieben sind, gibt es für die Analyse sozialer Aspekte noch kein eingeführtes Werkzeug", so Projektleiter Dr. Rainer Grießhammer zur Ausgangssituation des mit 600 000 Euro vom Bundesforschungsministerium geförderten Projektes. "Der wesentliche Weiterentwicklungsbedarf bei Nachhaltigkeits-Analysen besteht also im Einbezug der sozialen Aspekte. PROSA, eine in der Praxis bereits bewährte Methode zum Nachhaltigkeitsmanagement, wird diesem Weiterentwicklungsbedarf jetzt gerecht." 

Die Methode soll Zukunftsmärkte identifizieren, neue Verbraucherbedürfnisse berücksichtigen und helfen, Fehlinvestitionen zu vermeiden. Dabei stützen sich Fachleute wie Rainer Grießhammer auf ein Set bewährter Einzelinstrumente, die in den meisten großen Unternehmen ohnehin routinemäßig eingesetzt werden. Es sind die fünf Kerninstrumente Produktportfolioanalyse, Megatrendszenarien, Konsumforschung, Ökobilanz und Lebenszykluskostenrechnung. Zeit- und Kostenrestriktionen werden beim Verfahren besonders beachtet. Für das neu hinzuzufügende Kerninstrument, die Sozioanalyse, wird im Projekt derzeit eine detaillierte Methodenbeschreibung erarbeitet. Zur internationalen Harmonisierung kooperiert das Öko-Institut dabei mit der internationalen "Life Cycle Initiative" des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP) und der SETAC (Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry).

Die im Rahmen des BMBF-Förderschwerpunktes "Sozial-ökologische Forschung" entwickelte PROSA-Methode wurde bereits in Kooperation mit mehreren Unternehmen erprobt. Ein Beispiel hierfür ist die TNetBox der Deutschen Telekom, ein virtueller Anrufbeantworter, der als nachhaltiges Produkt identifiziert und weiterentwickelt wurde. Soziale Aspekte wie etwa höhere Flexibilität, die Abschott-Funktion eines Anrufbeantworters, die Mehrfach-Nutzbarkeit als Family Box und Datenschutz spielten dabei eine große Rolle.

______________________________________________________________________

TravelVideo.tv: Uganda basks in success of Hotel Rwanda 

14 March 2005

The Oscar-nominated film, Hotel Rwanda, has done a lot to put the country more firmly on the world's tourism map, according to the General Manager of the Uganda Tourism Board, James Bahinguza. Tourist arrivals increased to 400,000 last year – from just 300,000 in 2003.

This is good news for the tourism sector given the fact that it is estimated that Tourism is the world's fastest growing industry, with the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) estimating that the industry is growing at an annual rate of four percent globally.

Tourism was the third foreign exchange earner after coffee and cotton in 1960s and early 1970s. By the time Idi Amin took power in 1971, the industry was booming, but that crashed due to the political and economic upheavals of the later years.

The sudden increase in numbers of tourists who are now willing to come to Uganda is clear evidence that the country is emerging from years of political instability, which easily scares away potential visitors.

_________________________________________________________________________

PRNewswire: Rhode Island School Selected to Represent U.S. at International Competition in Sweden: Volvo Adventure to Judge E-Waste Project
IRVINE, Calif., March 14 -- Don't know what to do with that

old computer?  Just ask students at Babcock Middle School in Westerly, R. I.

Their environmental project WIN '05: Recycle and Re-use Our E-waste won first

place and $1,000 in the Volvo Adventure national competition.  They will

represent the United States at the international final in Gothenburg, Sweden,

May 6 - 11.  The winning project focused on the proper way to dispose of used

computers and other electronics.  They refurbished over 100 computers and

donated them to individuals and families who needed one.

    The students from Babcock Middle School will travel to Gothenburg, Sweden

to compete against winners from 14 other countries.  Prizes consist of

$10,000, $6,000, or $3,000 to continue funding environmental education.  All

of the 251 projects submitted globally (48 countries) are published on the

Volvo Adventure website.  All students participating in the Volvo Adventure

Conference will contribute to the Volvo Adventure Statement to World

Leaders -- content and ideas about the environment are provided by the

students.  The judging panel consists of international experts from UNEP, the

World Wildlife Foundation (WWF), Volvo Cars Corporation, Environmental Office,

and AB Volvo.

    Volvo Adventure is a joint project between AB Volvo, Volvo Cars and the

United Nations Environment Programme.  An internet-based environmental

competition rewarding pro-active environmental action taken by students around

the globe, Volvo Adventure gives young people the chance to gain international

recognition for their local environment.

    "Although all of the projects we received were impressive for different

reasons, we chose the E-waste project because it showed the most visible signs

of success," said Roger Ormisher, Volvo Cars of North America, vice president,

public affairs.  "We want to encourage future participants of this program to

create well-researched plans for realistic environmental progress within their

community."

    Harbour Pointe Middle School in Mukilteo, Wash. won second place and

$500 for their project recommending local school buses be converted from

diesel to biodiesel.  Students attending Heidelberg Middle School on the US

Army Base in Heidelberg, Germany, were awarded third place and $250 for their

project Habitats for Animals, a heartwarming initiative to recreate homes such

as bird houses and potted plants for species who have had their home

threatened or destroyed by urban sprawl.

    Volvo supports environmental education, practical environmental projects

and environmental action.  For more information on the Volvo Adventure program

or to view student projects go to: http://www.volvoadventure.org.
________________________________________________________________________

The Herald (UK): Obituary John Smyth

Professor John Crocket Smyth, zoologist and educator; born March 21, 1924, died February 14, 2005.

15 March 2005

JOHN Smyth spent his childhood exploring the countryside around him on the southern outskirts of Edinburgh, studying the local flora and fauna. His interest in natural history was enhanced by summer holiday experiences on the west coast, where he would later return to carry out research into fish farming. Some 40 years later he repaid a debt to the formative influence of Loch Sween by initiating an agreement between the Forestry Commission and the Scottish Wildlife Trust to have the Fairy Isles designated as a trust reserve.

He seriously considered medicine, but entered pure science at Edinburgh University in 1941 before specialising in zoology. The war had its influence on his studies. Originally intending to go to the Far East with a naval commission to combat malaria, priorities changed and he was redirected to further scientific research. 
As a young man, John showed he was keen to help others. After graduation he volunteered to work for the Scottish Association of Boys' Clubs in one of the poorer parts of the city. Oddly as it may seem, he persuaded young men in their teen years to form a drama group to act in many Shakespearean plays. 
From these beginnings John became a leading light in the national movement and founded The Scottish Boys' Club, a unique organisation giving young people the opportunity to be of service not only in clubs but also to the community at large. Such was his enthusiasm and drive that the club still functions today after more than 50 years. His thorough knowledge of wildlife and his gift for teaching allowed him to give young people in the movement a wonderful insight into the environment. The scene was set for his further involvement in environmental education.

Most of John Smyth's professional achievements go back to his deep interest in nature, and his belief in the benefits of education, particularly its ability to bring about change in human thinking and actions. From the 1950s John was associated with the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland and contributed much to the education programme at Edinburgh Zoo and was made a vice-president of the society. 
He is recognised as one of the founders of environmental education, nationally and internationally. Throughout his life he has advised, supported and encouraged countless national and international organisations as well as individuals in their efforts to establish environmental education policies and programmes across the world and in his home country.
He was one of the writers of the first internationally accepted definition of environmental education. This was agreed at an environmental education conference of the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), now known as the World Conservation Union, in Nevada in 1970. He remained a member of its Commission on Education and Communication, promoting it through his work and advocating its retention in the union when, from time to time, it was threatened.
He was chairman of its north-west Europe committee from 1980 until 1985. The group held regular education meetings in member countries where educators could learn from one another and exchange all their experiences. 
A true internationalist, he managed to arrange the first joint conference between the east Europe and north-west Europe committees in Finland in 1984. The series of joint meetings continued elsewhere in Europe every two years and helped pave the way for cooperative environmental education projects in eastern Europe funded by the EU and UK once the Iron Curtain fell.

In 1990 he was awarded the IUCN Tree of Learning Award, as a tribute to his never-ending enthusiasm and professionalism in promoting the values of environmental education. 
John was a member of the UK delegations that went to the first Unesco inter-governmental conference on environmental education, held in Tbilisi, Georgia, in 1978. This was the conference that identified the aims, objectives and pedagogy of environmental education and called upon the governments of the world to develop environmental education programmes.

He continued to work with Unesco and later Unep, advis-ing and working on environmental education projects, including the Tbilisi+10 conference in Moscow. 
Following the Brundtland report Our Common Future in 1987, there were calls for a new area of education – education for sustainable development. John was committed to the evolution of the theory and practice of environmental education, and became a staunch advocate. Through his work on national committees he guided the UK's NGO education input to the two world summits on sustainable development in 1992 (Unced) and 2002 (WSSD) and was a regular visitor to planning meetings for the UN Commission on Sustainable Development in New York. In fact, he was largely responsible for the education chapter in the Agenda 21 document that came out of Unced.
Though his work took him around the world, he did not neglect the grassroots: his quiet, timely inputs helped many national NGOs become established and successful. Within Scotland, he pressed hard for the establishment of the Scottish Environmental Education Council, an organisation representing a growing environmental education movement in the country. It was fitting that he became its first chairman in 1983 and president in 1991. 
In 1992 he chaired the secretary of state for Scotland's working group on environmental education and then was responsible for Scotland being the first country in the world to prepare a sustainable development education strategy.

It was John who established good contact with the Atlantic Center for the Environment in New England (USA) with which he organised many student exchanges to and from Scotland. One of his final contributions in Scotland was his input into the Linking Thinking project, launched by WWF in Scotland a few weeks before his death.
Much of John's environmental education work was done voluntarily because of his belief in its importance. He was also fully committed to his "day job". Having been educated at George Watson's College and Edinburgh University, he became an assistant lecturer at the university before becoming lecturer and later head of biology at Paisley College, now Paisley University. He was a member of the Institute of Biology and received its charter award for 1989. He was secretary and chairman of the Scottish branch. From 1990-1992 he was a commissioner for the Countryside Commission for Scotland. Since 1988 he has been emeritus professor of biology at Paisley University and was honorary professor (division of academic innovation and continuing education) at Stirling University.
But John will be primarily remembered for himself: a modest personality, ready with an appropriate input at the appropriate time: like the many times he was asked to conclude conferences and workshops because of his great skill at drawing out important conclusions. Besides that, many will remember him for his vision and for the changes he helped bring about. His contributions over the years were recognised with the award of the OBE. 
He is survived by his wife, Betty, whom he married in 1957, his son, Kenneth, daughter, Margaret, and five grandchildren.

 ________________________________________________________________________


Africa News: Uganda; Do Extra Qualifications Matter?

14 March 2005 
It is becoming increasingly phenomenal for people to pursue further studies, it may be a masters degree, a post graduate diploma or a short certificate course to enrich your curriculum vitae and thus be competitive. For instance at graduation parties, it spells your lack of ambition in this competitive world, not to mention that you intend to pursue further studies.

In the past after graduation, your parents and friends expected you to get a job, start earning a salary and get a stable family. Today the seesaw has been tilted towards further studies. No one expects you to settle down until you have earned a masters degree. It seems that at this rate, even a postgraduate qualification is going to cease being valuable. Isn't there a case of over qualification in the job market? Why is it that every one is rushing for postgraduate qualifications? 

Paul Banya, an academic counselor at Makerere University attributes it to increased access to university education. "Unlike in the past when a handful used to get university education, today, enrollment at major universities has more than doubled due to the liberalisation of the education sector. With increased number of graduates, no one feels safe with only one degree," he says.

Banya says consultancy positions and academic positions involve knowledge dissemination and analysis, which calls for extra qualifications. However, other positions, which involve the use of practical skills, do not necessarily require extra qualifications.

He says, "For instance most technicians work better than engineers when it comes to hands-on experience though engineers are more knowledgeable in the subject." He stressed that better-qualified people are easier to train than those who are underqualified, because they are already knowledgeable.

A postgraduate qualification tends to make you stand out from the crowd." . Therefore, do people who pursue postgraduate studies have better chances in the job market? Bob Mugabi now a consultant with United Nations Environment Programme based in Zambia graduated with Bachelor of Science in forestry in 1994 but jobs were not readily available. When an opportunity for a postgraduate scholarship presented itself, he took it up with open arms. He pursued a post graduate degree in environmental science and technology in Netherlands. Two months after he returned from his studies, job opportunities were raining on him.

Some people go for more qualifications, to get promotions. For instance the headmaster of Kibaale primary school was replaced by his deputy who had acquired a degree in primary education. He realised that he needed to enhance his education and quickly set off to pursue a bachelors degree in education.

However, more qualifications may sometimes work to your disadvantage.

Henry, who lost his job after attaining his masters degree, shares his experiences. "I got a scholarship to pursue a post graduate degree in Project Planning and Management in Sweden. Prior to my departure I was working as a field officer in a social development project in western Uganda.

When I returned I found that my boss had replaced me with someone else. I was back on the 'street'. Most of the jobs I would apply for, I would be dismissed as being over qualified." Henry is now a project manager Palm oil project in Kalangala.

Shem Mugisha, an administrator in the Faculty of Science at Makerere University says, " As an employer, I may forego extra qualifications and employ someone who is more experienced, especially for jobs which require immediate performance."​​

________________________________________________________________________

PR Newswire: Europa-Premiere des IMAX-Films "Haie 3D", Präsentiert von Jean-Michel Cousteau, am 23. März im Discovery Channel Imax am Potsdamer Platz in Berlin

Berlin, March 14 /PRNewswire/ --
-- Meeresforscher Jean-Michel Cousteau und Regisseur Jean-Jacques Mantello informieren Pressevertreter über den Schutz der Haie
-- HAIE 3D bietet eine einzigartige dreidimensionale Reise durch die faszinierende Welt dieser gewaltigen, gefährdeten Raubtiere. Der Film liefert zugleich eine eindringliche Botschaft zum Artenschutz. Steigen Sie in Ihren Taucheranzug und begegnen Sie den Löwen und Tigern der Ozeane - hautnah!
Discovery Channel IMAX Berlin,Jean-Michel Cousteau und 3D Entertainment in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) laden Sie ein zu einem einzigartigen Taucherlebnis. HAIE 3D, die erste 3D IMAX- Produktion zum Thema Haie, startet am 24. März in Berlin und Nürnberg. Folgen Sie dem internationalen Team von Meeresforschern, das bereits für OCEAN WONDERLAND 3D verantwortlich zeichnete, auf den Spuren der gewaltigsten Jäger unter Wasser.
Meeresforscher Jean-Michel Cousteau und Jean-Jacques Mantello, Regisseur von HAIE 3D werden vor der Premierenvorführung am 23. März eine kurze Einführung zum Film geben.
Pressevertreter sind eingeladen zu den Pressevorführungen von HAIE 3D am Mittwoch, den 16. März 2005 um 10.00 Uhr und Mittwoch, den 23. März 2005 um 14.00 Uhr im Discovery Channel IMAX, Marlene-Dietrich-Platz 4, 10785 Berlin. Jean-Michel Cousteau und Jean-Jacques Mantello stehen am 23. März 2005 für Interviews zur Verfügung. Bei Interesse an einem Interviewtermin setzen Sie sich bitte mit Jürgen Bürgin, Tel. 030 - 88 68 20 36, buergin@film-pr.de, in Verbindung. Bilder des Films stehen unter www.film-pr.de (Aktuelle Projekte) als Download bereit.
Discovery Channel IMAX Berlin erweckt HAIE 3D auf beeindruckende Weise zum Leben - als einzigartiges 3D-Erlebnis auf jedem der insgesamt 440 Plätze, mit Hilfe von hoch-auflösenden Bildern auf einer riesigen, acht Stockwerke hohen Leinwand, unterstützt von 26.000 Watt reinem, digitalen Surround-Ton.
"Ich freue mich sehr, dass ganz Berlin die Möglichkeit erhält, an dieser wirklich unvergesslichen Begegnung mit den grossen Haien der Welt - wie dem Weissen Hai, dem Walhai und dem Hammerhai - teilzuhaben", so Jean-Michel Cousteau, Präsident der Ocean Futures Society. "HAIE 3D anzusehen ist so, wie einen Taucheranzug überzustreifen und schwerelos inmitten von Haien zu schwimmen. Wenn Sie dieses Gefühl schon immer einmal erleben wollten, ist dies Ihre Gelegenheit! Hier sehen Sie Haie aus nächster Nähe in ihrem natürlichen Lebensraum, nicht als hinterhältige, menschenfressende Bestien - ein Bild, das schon viel zu lange durch grosse Filmproduktionen geschürt wird -, sondern als wilde, faszinierende und leider auch vom Aussterben bedrohte Tiere, die bereits Millionen von Jahren vor den Dinosauriern existierten."
"Auch wenn inzwischen viele internationale Abkommen zum Schutz der Haie unterzeichnet wurden, haben die Bestände einzelner Haiarten innerhalb nur eines einzigen Jahrzehnts um 80 Prozent abgenommen. Heute geht es nicht nur darum, dieser Entwicklung ein Ende zu setzen, sondern es muss zugleich das bestehende Bild der Haie revidiert werden", sagt Klaus Töpfer, UNEP Executive Director. "Wir sind der Auffassung, dass dieses aussergewöhnliche IMAX-Erlebnis ein ideales Mittel darstellt, um ein breites Publikum zu erreichen und das negative Bild der Haie nachhaltig zu verändern. HAIE 3D leistet einen wichtigen Beitrag zum Schutz unserer Ozeane, und der Film wird ganz sicher dazu dienen, ein breites Bewusstsein zum Schutz der Haie zu schaffen."
"Ziel des Films ist es, ein anderes, positives Bild der Haie zu zeichnen. Was viele Naturschützer in der Vergangenheit festgestellt haben, gilt auch hier: Wir schützen nur das, was uns am Herzen liegt. Daher müssen wir als Erstes verstehen, wie die Haie wirklich sind, bevor ein anderes Bild in der breiten Öffentlichkeit entstehen kann. Vielleicht schaffen wir es dann, sie zu schützen", sagt Regisseur Jean-Jacques Mantello.
Die Dreharbeiten zu HAIE 3D dauerten gut neun Monate und erforderten mehr als 500 Tauchstunden. Die Filmaufnahmen entstanden in der Nähe der Inseln Guadalupe, Socorro und Revillagigedos sowie im Cortez-Meer von Mexiko, unweit der Malpelo-Insel in Kolumbien, im Roten Meer in Ägypten, in der Sodwana-Bucht Südafrikas, an der Küste Mozambiques, vor San Diego, USA, sowie im Rangiroa-Atoll in Französisch-Polynesien.
HAIE 3D startet am 24. März im Discovery Channel IMAX Berlin, dem Cinestar IMAX im Sony Center Berlin und im IMAX am Cinecitta in Nürnberg sowie im IMAX Cinema in Amneville les Thermes in Frankreich. HAIE 3D läuft derzeit bereits in den USA und Kanada im Tennessee Aquarium IMAX 3D Theater (Chattanooga), Moody Gardens IMAX 3D Theater (Galveston), CN IMAX Theatre (Vancouver), Universal CityWalk IMAX Theatre (Universal City), Entergy IMAX Theatre (New Orleans), IMAX Theatre at Tropicana (Atlantic City), im Virginia Aquarium (Virginia Beach) und im Luxor IMAX Theatre (Las Vegas). Eine vollständige Liste aller IMAX-Kinos, die HAIE 3 D zeigen, erhalten Sie unter www.sharks3D.com.
HAIE 3D wurde durch 3D Entertainment und McKinney Underwater Productions Inc. produziert. Regie: Jean-Jacques Mantello; Kamera: Gavin McKinney; Executive Producer: Francois Mantello. Die Original-Filmmusik von HAIE 3D wurde von Christophe Jacquelin komponiert und durch das Bulgarische Symphonieorchester eingespielt; Original-Song "Still Be Blue" gesungen von Djazia Satour, Text: Claudia Philips.
Der Vertrieb von HAIE 3D erfolgt weltweit durch 3D Entertainment in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP) (www.unep.org) und wird unterstützt durch die Ocean Futures Society (www.oceanfutures.org), Reef Check (www.reefcheck.org) sowie das PADI Projekt Aware (www.projectaware.org).
HAIE 3D ist für alle Altersstufen freigegeben.
Offizielle Website: www.sharks3D.com
Über 3D Entertainment: Mit Sitz in London widmet sich 3D Entertainment (www.sharks3D.com) der Produktion und dem Vertrieb von Filmen zum Meeres- und Umweltschutz im Auftrag der IMAX-Kinos weltweit. Ziel und Anspruch des Unternehmens ist die Produktion von Filmen, die sowohl unterhalten als auch informieren. Der erste durch das Unternehmen produzierte Film OCEAN WONDERLAND 3D (in Zusammenarbeit mit McKinney Underwater Productions) läuft seit Februar 2003 mit grossem Erfolg und bislang 3,3 Millionen Zuschauern in den IMAX-Kinos weltweit.
Jürgen Bürgin, Schulze & Heyn Film PR, +49-(0)-30-88-68-2036 oder unter buergin@film-pr.de, Julien Bollee, 3D Entertainment +33-66-445-0020 oder unter jbollee@sharks3D.com

_____________________________________________________________________________

Süddeutsche Zeitung: Indonesien übernimmt deutsches Tsunami-Frühwarnsystem

[similar articles in Die Zeit, Frankfurter Rundschau, Frankfurter Allgemeine, Deutsche Welle, and others]

Knapp drei Monate nach der verheerenden Flutkatastrophe mit mehr als 300.000 Toten haben Indonesien und Deutschland die Übergabe des Warnsystem des Geoforschungszentrums Potsdam besiegelt. Voraussichtlich ab Oktober werden die ersten Bojen vor der indonesischen Küste ausgesetzt.

Eine entsprechende Vereinbarung unterzeichneten Bundesforschungs- ministerin Edelgard Bulmahn und ihr Amtskollege Kusamayanto Kadiman in der indonesischen Hauptstadt Jakarta. 

Federführend bei der Entwicklung des Systems war das Geoforschungszentrum Postdam (GFZ). 

Bulmahn zeigte sich gegenüber indonesischen Journalisten gegenüber optimistisch, dass das System auch funktioniert.

„Es funktioniert!“, erklärte die Ministerin, und in der hochkarätigen Wissenschaftler-Delegation, die sie begleitet, ist man sogar noch weiter: 

Dort denken die Experten schon konkret darüber nach, wie bereits in wenigen Jahren vom Weltall aus die Menschen in Gefahrzonen vor Monsterwellen geschützt werden sollen.

Zunächst jedoch werden es Spezial-Bojen, Drucksensoren am Meeresboden und Erdbeben-Messgeräte sein, die zusammen das deutsche Frühwarnsystem des Geoforschungszentrums Potsdam (GFZ) ergeben. 

An die zehn der Bojen soll das Forschungsschiff „Sonne“ vermutlich von Ende Oktober an vor der indonesischen Küste aussetzen. Dort schlagen sie und die Sensoren in der Tiefe dann Alarm, wenn sich der Wasserpegel nach einem Erdbeben gefährlich hebt und auf einen Tsunami schließen lässt. 

Erfolgreiche Tests mit einer einzigen Boje in der Nordsee lässt die Experten auf die Technik vertrauen. „Neueste Technologien“ kämen dort zum Einsatz, wirbt Bulmahn, die „schnellstmögliche Vorwarnzeiten“ sicherten.

Alarmmeldung über Satellit

Die Messstationen im Meer registrieren das Seebeben oder den höheren Wasserdruck, der bei einem Tsunami entsteht und melden über Satellit die drohende Gefahr an die Alarmzentralen. Von dort können Warnungen dann per Internet, SMS oder über die Medien an jene weitergegeben werden, auf die die Flut zurollt.

45 Millionen Euro lässt sich die Bundesregierung das deutsch-indonesische Projekt kosten, finanziert aus jenen 500 Millionen Euro, die Berlin als ihren Teil der finanziellen Fluthilfe zur Verfügung gestellt hat.

Bulmahn wertete den Zuschlag Indonesiens für die Einrichtung - auch stellvertretend für die deutschen Geowissenschaften - als großen Erfolg. Nun komme es darauf an, „dass die Frühwarn-Technik von den Menschen vor Ort angenommen wird“. 

Aus diesem Grund stellen in diesen Tagen Mitarbeiter des GFZ das System in Indonesien vor und erklären dessen Betriebsweise, sagte GFZ-Sprecher Franz Ossing.

Auch andere Länder sind interessiert

Bulmahn zufolge haben sich neben Indonesien auch Sri Lanka und andere Länder rund um den Indischen Ozean an einer Zusammenarbeit mit Deutschland interessiert gezeigt. Die Technik könne weitere Länder in der gefährdeten Region vor Flutwellen warnen. „Unser System ist ein wichtiger Baustein in der Entwicklung eines weltweiten Frühwarnsystems“, sagte die SPD-Politikerin.

Bei der Entwicklung erhielt das Geoforschungszentrum Potsdam direkte Unterstützung vom Deutschen Zentrum für Luft-und Raumfahrt, dem Alfred-Wegener-Institut für Polar-und Meeresforschung, der Universität Karlsruhe und der Münchner Rückversicherung.

Indonesien braucht dringend ein Frühwarn-System – das war auch vor dem Tsunami Ende letzten Jahres klar. Direkt vor der Küste des riesigen Inselreichs liegt der berüchtigte Sunda-Bogen. 

Dort treffen die Erdplatte des Indischen Ozeans und die Australische Platte direkt aufeinander und lassen Indonesien hunderte Male pro Jahr erzittern. Indonesische Experten wissen von weit über 100 Tsunamis in den vergangenen 200 Jahren. 

Erst 1996 gab es nach einer Flutwelle 160 Tote zu beklagen. Doch würden neben Indonesien auch andere Ozean-Anrainer von den Daten des System profitieren, so sie nur wollten, versichert Bulmahn.

GFZ-Leiter Rolf Emmermann hält derweil die Kombination aus Bojen und Drucksensoren am Meeresboden nur für eine „Übergangslösung“. Viel zu teuer und aufwendig sei auf Dauer die Wartung. 

„Die Satellitentechnik macht unheimliche Fortschritte“, berichtet er. Gar nicht mal so teuer sei es, spezielle Erdtrabanten zu entwickeln und so zu positionieren, dass sie - wie derzeit noch Bojen und Messgeräte - die Meeresoberfläche genau im Blick behielten.

Als „Baustein in der Entwicklung eines weltweiten Frühwarnsystems“ sieht derweil Ministerin Bulmahn das deutsch-indonesische Projekt. In fünf Jahren könnte man durchaus ein globales Alarmnetzwerk einrichten, sagt GFZ-Chef Emmermann. „Aber das hängt natürlich vom Geld ab“, nennt er das Haupthindernis beim Namen.

_____________________________________________________________________________


Tierramerica (IPS-Inter Press Service): Environment-Health: Bottled Water Versus the Faucet Kind 
 By Stephen Leahy 

 BROOKLIN, Canada, 12 March 2005

Four large corporations control much of the world's booming bottled water industry and pose a threat to public water utilities, according to a report by the Canadian non-governmental Polaris Institute.

The business moves $ 50 billion a year, and Nestle, PepsiCo, Coca-Cola and Danone companies control the lion's share of the water market, according to the study "Inside the Bottle".

"These companies harvest huge profits from water they either obtain for free or at very low cost from public taps," Tony Clarke, the author of the book-length report, told Tierramerica.

Up to 20 percent of the U.S. population and 17.5 percent of Canadians now get their drinking water exclusively from bottled sources, Clarke said. According to industry statistics, worldwide sales increased 40 percent between 2000 and 2003, when annual per capita consumption of bottled water averaged 90 litres in the United States and 51 litres in Latin America. 

"Bottled water companies' marketing plays on fears about the health and safety of public tap water," said Clarke, though he admitted that there are numerous instances of illness and even deaths from drinking bad tap water, but none directly linked to bottled water.

However, last year 500,000 litres of Coca-Cola's Dasani brand water had to be recalled in the British market because of high levels of bromate, a cancer-causing chemical, Clarke said. The Dasani water is tap water that is filtered and treated.

"Similar types of contamination could be happening elsewhere, but no one is testing the water often enough," he added.

Bottled water is regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, says Stephen Kay, spokesman for the International Bottled Water Association. Inspections are conducted by local health authorities, and independent annual inspections are made in each member country.

"We're not trying to discourage consumers from using tap water. People prefer bottled water for its convenience, safety and health benefits," Kay told Tierramerica.

Furthermore, bottled water offers a healthier choice than sugar-rich soft drinks, "which could help Latin America's obesity problem," he said.

If any industry should be nervous about the rapid growth of the bottled water industry, it's soft drink manufacturers, he says.

But Coca-Cola and Pepsi aren't particularly worried, says the Polaris Institute's Clarke, since they have become dominant players in the industry. Coca-Cola has publicly declared that bottled water will be its biggest selling product in a few years.

The France-based Danone, meanwhile, produces the bottled water brands Evian, Volvic, Aqua, and Crystal Springs.

Catherine O'Brien, spokeswoman for Nestle Canada, said no company officials were available to speak on this issue prior to publication of this issue of Tierramerica. Coca-Cola and PepsiCo did not return calls.

The real worry amongst water rights activists is a cultural shift towards water being seen as a commodity that people should pay a lot of money for, Clarke says.

"There is enormous corporate interest in selling water... Bottled water plays a leading role in conditioning people for the privatisation of public water utilities."

Public opposition to privatisation in North America is strong, following some well-publicised problems with privatisation attempts, says Wenonah Hauter, director of the 'Water for All' campaign of Public Citizen, a U.S. NGO.

Less than 15 percent of water utilities are in private hands in the United States, and the ones that are mainly provide sewage treatment, not drinking water, Hauter said in a Tierramerica interview.

Hauter believes the bottled water sector is also hurting public water utilities because it diverts funds and attention away from improving public water services. "Instead of insisting on healthier tap water, people waste their money buying bottled water," she said.

If there are legitimate concerns about local water, a home water filter is a much cheaper and less wasteful solution, Hauter added.

The tens of billions of bottled water containers manufactured every year have created a huge plastic waste problem. Although recyclable, only a fraction go through that process in the United states. The bulk ends up in landfills.

"We hide our bottle waste in landfills, but in the developing world those bottles are everywhere, including littering the landscape and the ocean," Hauter said. The industry invests huge amounts of money to oppose any deposit system where people would get money for returning their plastic bottles, she added.

But FDA spokesman Kay said "deposit systems are expensive to operate and burden the retailer with having to store all those empty bottles," while curbside recycling programmes are better and easier for consumers.

As for places and countries that do not have such programmes, it is their "duty" to "embrace recycling for the environmental benefit and to feed the demand for recyclable material," he said.

"I feel that these groups that care about health and the environment should be embracing the bottled water industry for what we do to deliver safe, quality water with environmental stewardship at the top of our list," Kay concluded.

(*Originally published Mar. 5 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramerica network. Tierramerica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
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UN or UNEP in the news


Ministers to Gather in Seoul for Environmental Conference

By Moon Gwang-lip, Staff Reporter, -Environment ministers from 62 countries will gather for an international conference in Seoul on March 24-29. 
The Ministry of Environment said yesterday that the country will host the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development (MCED) in Asia and the Pacific at the Lotte Hotel Seoul. 
The conference has been convened every five years since 1985 by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP) and this time it has the theme of “achieving environmentally sustainable economic growth.’’ 

…Participants will include UNESCAP executive secretary Kim Hak-su, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) executive director Klaus Toepfer, former Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, Asian Development Bank (ADB) president Haruhiko Kuroda and South Korean Environment Minister Kwak Kyul-ho.
http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/nation/200503/kt2005031120112911980.htm 

Empower local govts, summit concludes 
Ridwan Max Sijabat and Apriadi Gunawan, The Jakarta Post, Parapat, 14 March 2005 - The Lake Toba Summit that brought around 1,000 delegates of developed and developing countries to northern Sumatra, concluded here over the weekend with a joint declaration calling for the strengthening of regional governments, businesspeople and the local community to implement sustainable economic development.
…The summit was jointly organized by the UN Environmental Program (UNEP), UN Habitat and UN Institute of Training and Research (UNITAR), and the Association of Indonesian Provincial Administrations. But many of the officials, along with governors from Riau, Jakarta, Papua, and Aceh went home after the opening ceremony in Medan, the capital of North Sumatra. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailheadlines.asp?fileid=20050314.A04&irec=5 

After Heaviest Snowfalls, UN Agencies Prepare For Floods
PakTribune.com, Pakistan, Monday March 14, 2005 (1200 PST) - KABUL, March 15 (Online): After the harshest winter and heaviest snowfalls in years cut off tens of thousands of Afghans from food supplies, requiring helicopter drops, United Nations agencies are now taking precautionary measures against a new threat - potential flooding from the spring thaw. 
The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) are helping the municipality of Kabul, the capital, to clean up the Kabul riverbed to mitigate the impact of high volume as snows melt and to reduce water pollution from the garbage and silt in the bed, mission spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told a briefing in the city today. 
http://paktribune.com/news/index.php?id=97612 

Epidemics in the 21st Century
Radio Singapore International, Singapore, March 14, 2005 - Remember the Nipah Virus of the the late 1990s? 
This deadly virus caused quite a stir as it infected many domestic pigs, which in turn passed on the virus to farm workers who were handling them. 
The Nipah virus incident may now be over, but it serves as a warning that epidemics could threaten mankind from time to time. 
The United Nations Environment Programme or UNEP has warned that new and previously suppressed infectious diseases are a rising new threat. 
The UNEP blames modernisation and urbanisation activities, as well as climate change, as the sources of this problem. 
Marion Cheatle, Chief of the UNEP's Early Warning and Assessment Division explains why there has been a recent trend of viruses surfacing and causing infections.
http://rsi.com.sg/english/ecowatch/view/20050314184811/1/.html


General Environment News

Cabinet line-up 'puts growth first' - Critics: Curing social ills gets short shrift 
Bangkok Post, 12 March 2005 (NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS & YUWADEE TUNYASIRI)
Mr. Yongyuth Tiyapairat – Minister of Natural Resources and Environment
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Mar2005_news01.php 

Crop warning sounded on gas emissions - Severe farm losses likely if cuts not made 
Bangkok Post, 12 March 2005 (KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI) - Vast economic loss due to a sharp drop in agricultural output and severe biodiversity damage are likely to occur in the next 50 years if Thailand fails to cut its greenhouse gas emissions, climate scientists have warned.
Thailand emits 3.5 million tonnes of greenhouse gases a year, while the world emission average is 3.9 million tonnes.
…World Bank senior environmental specialist Neeraj Prasad urged the government to include adaptation to climate change in its development policy and integrate it into national economic planning. Mr Neeraj said embracing the Kyoto Protocol's clean development mechanism (CDM) could help Thailand achieve a cut in greenhouse gas emissions because it encourages industrialised countries to invest in clean energy and energy-efficiency here.
This would reduce the energy sector's dependence on fossil fuel, a major source of greenhouse gases.
CDM is a mechanism designed to help industrialised countries meet the protocol's greenhouse gas emissions reduction target by investing in clean technology and sustainable development projects in developing countries.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Mar2005_news16.php 
Ten disaster zones declared 
Bangkok Post, 12 March 2005 - Chiang Mai _ Eight districts and two subdistricts in the province have been declared disaster zones as this year's severe drought has inflicted hardship on more than 77,000 villagers and damaged over 25,000 rai of farmland.
Pattrawan Sadudee, chief of the provincial disaster prevention and mitigation office, said Hot, Chom Thong, Omkoi, Samoeng, Doi Saket, Mae Ai, Mae Chaem, and Mae Rim districts and Mae O and Doi Lo subdistricts, have been declared disaster zones.
The drought has affected 77,505 people from 17,674 families in 369 villages and damaged 18,017 rai of rice fields and 7,467 rai of crop plantations and orchards.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/12Mar2005_news02.php 
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Saudi Arabia

Water and Environmental Seminar in Jeddah Tuesday

About 20 UK companies have joined to hold a one-day consultative environmental and water seminar in Jeddah on Tuesday. The group includes the prestigious Lloyds Register — a world leader in the provision of technical certification and advisory services to industry — and leaders in water management and conservation of the environment.

The visiting companies manufacture and facilitate sophisticated water production, purification, recycling and disposal systems and the supporting industrial processes which meet increasingly tough environmental legislation standards in Europe and the US.

The event, hosted by the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry, will be opened by the British Consul General Carma Elliot and attended by Ambassador Sherard Cowper-Coles and invited guests who are involved in the water industry in Saudi Arabia. Dr. Ahmed Ashour, deputy assistant for environmental affairs at the Presidency of Meteorology & Environment, representing Prince Turki ibn Nasser, is scheduled to open the networking event that follows immediately after the completion of the formal session.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=60342&d=13&m=3&y=2005
UAE

New technologies in water reuse debated

Desalination must form an integral part of development plans in the region to ensure adequate availability of water for future generations, stressed Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Executive Chairman, Techno Park and Ports, Customs and Free Zones Corporation at the Water Resuse Technology forum, yesterday. 

The two-day forum organised at the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry jointly by Dubai Techno Park and the International Desalination Association (IDA) is based on the theme “Water Reuse in the 21st Century". Leading  experts, scientists, engineers and key decision-makers from around the world are participating in the forum.

Speaking at the opening of the conference Ahmed bin Sulayem said: “Water is the most precious and limited natural resource. In the Gulf region, more than 80 per cent of surface water and ground water from subterranean aquifers is used for agricultural purposes. The resultant salinisation due to excessive use of water in irrigation and other industrial activities and the runoffs are a big concern for countries in the region.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march346.xml
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ANNAN DISCUSSES MIDDLE EAST PEACE MOVES WITH PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT ABBAS

On the second day of a visit to the Middle East, United Nations

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today met with Palestinian Authority President

Mahmoud Abbas to discuss Israeli disengagement from Gaza, economic

reconstruction and the progress in the Palestinian Authority.

"With a clear determination and good will on both sides, a lot can be

done," he told reporters afterwards in the Palestinian Authority's

headquarters in Ramallah of the efforts to achieve peace in the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Asked about the separation barrier which Israel is building on occupied

Palestinian territory, Mr. Annan, who yesterday met with Israeli Prime

Minister Ariel Sharon, said he had discussed with President Abbas the UN

register, which would list claims for damage.

In an advisory opinion last year, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)

said construction of the wall, which Israel says it is building for

security reasons, is illegal where it runs on occupied territory and should

be torn down, with reparations made for any damage caused.

 “I am very encouraged by what I have heard,” Mr. Annan told reporters of

his meetings with Mr. Abbas and Mr. Sharon. “The international community is

determined to work with both sides to press ahead with the peace process

and the implementation of the Road Map, and I think the positive

development here gives us a chance to re-energize the process and work to

ensure that the day when the Palestinian State will be established, living

side by side with Israel, will not be too long.

“I do not want to give the impression that it is going to be easy, there

are hurdles along the road, but I think with a clear determination and good

will on both sides, a lot can be done,” he said of the Road Map peace plan

drafted by the diplomatic Quartet – UN, European Union, Russia and United

States – calling on both Israel and the Palestinians to take parallel and

reciprocal steps leading to two states living side by side in peace,

originally by the end of 2005.

Mr. Annan, who also met with Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei and Foreign

Minister Nasser al-Kidwa, laid a wreath at the tomb of former Palestinian

President Yasser Arafat. This evening, he was scheduled to meet in

Jerusalem with Israeli President Moshe Katsav.

Before meeting with Mr. Sharon yesterday, Secretary-General told reporters

he had been very encouraged by recent developments in the region, including

last month's agreement at a summit in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, between Mr.

Sharon and Mr. Abbas, whereby all Palestinians will stop all acts of

violence against all Israelis everywhere and Israel will cease all its

military activities against all Palestinians everywhere.

Mr. Sharon thanked Mr. Annan for his stand against anti-Semitism and for

his strong backing of the recent General Assembly Special Session marking

the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps.

The two discussed the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, including Israel's

pledge to remove all its settlements from Gaza later this year and its

plans to close 24 settlements in the West Bank.

Mr. Annan reiterated his support for the Gaza disengagement and said he

hoped it would lead to full implementation of the Road Map.

Earlier today, he addressed the staff of the UN Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), and paid farewell to its

Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, thanking him for his "unflagging

energy, commitment and leadership."

Mr. Annan assured the Agency's staff that Mr. Hansen was departing only

because his nine-year tenure had been "long enough for anyone to have to

live with the stresses and strains of such a job." Karen Koning AbuZayd

will be Acting Commissioner-General, he said.

Accompanied by his wife, Nane, Mr. Annan laid a wreath at the memorial to

Kamal Salem and Iain Hook, who were killed in separate incidents in the

West Bank in 2002 while on duty for UNRWA.

* * *

UN SEEKS TO SPEARHEAD STRENGTHENING OF NATIONAL SYSTEMS FOR PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS

Under Secretary-General Kofi Annan's new reform initiatives, the world body

seeks to strengthen the protection of civil liberties by Governments, since

"the obligation to respect and enforce human rights rests on states," the

UN's rights chief said today.

Opening the 61st session of the 53-member UN Commission on Human Rights in

Geneva, High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said the absence

of effective implementation of rights could lead to the erosion of those

rights, but "states sign and ratify human rights treaties, thereby becoming

duty bearers."

"When state systems fail, insecurity at home, and often abroad, is the

inevitable consequence," she said. "The international human rights

framework is, in essence, a reflection of the state's responsibility to

protect, an intrinsic corollary of its sovereignty."

With no state having cause for complacency because "no human rights record

is perfect," the UN and its partners are determined to respond swiftly and

effectively to governmental needs in this area, she said.

"The Commission must take the lead in developing more effective approaches

that allow for dispassionate analysis and focused, contextualized, calls

for action, together with sustained, constructive attention, in order to

help resolve issues that are our collective concern and responsibility,"

Ms. Arbour said.

She expressed concern that some long-established rights, such as the right

not to be tortured, have been "opened to unprecedented interpretations."

Declarations are not the final destination, but the path to a life lived in

dignity, she added.

Fifty years of technical aid to national justice administration and law

enforcement officials, as well as independent human rights institutions,

legislators and educators, had proved to be sometimes insufficient, she

said. "In situations of crisis where the lives of many are in immediate peril and

where governments are unwilling or unable to protect persons within its

jurisdiction or control, our collective responsibilities become more

pressing," she said.

Responsibility took many forms, Ms. Arbour said, including UN action,

initiatives by regional organizations, scrutiny by the media and civil

society and, perhaps increasingly, through creating appropriate mechanisms

of accountability.

She said she also hoped that agreement would soon allow the entry into

force of an Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic,

Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), "giving rise to a legal process that

would allow individuals to bring their claims before an international forum

in those situations where national recourse has been found wanting."

In international life, many argue misguidedly that "justice can be an

impediment to peace," the opposite of the conclusion in the common law

tradition of national Governments.

Besides punitive notions, the concept of justice includes the belief that

redemption lies in the process of justice, as well as the outcome, Ms.

Arbour said.

"It vindicates truth over lies and deception," she said. "It affirms

society's solidarity with the victim, rather than with the offender,

thereby restating the norms within which we can live in peace with one

another."

* * *

SECURITY COUNCIL EXTENDS MANDATE OF UN PEACEKEEPERS IN ERITREA AND ETHIOPIA

Calling on Ethiopia and Eritrea to normalize their relationship and

demarcate a boundary between them along the lines recommended by an

independent commission, the Security Council today extended the mandate of

the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the area separating the two

countries until mid-September.

By a resolution approved unanimously, the 15-member Council once more urged

"the parties to cooperate fully and promptly with the Boundary Commission

and to create the necessary conditions for demarcation to proceed

expeditiously, including through the complete appointment by Ethiopia of

its field liaison officers."

In a boundary dispute, the two Horn of Africa countries fought a bitter

battle, reached a peace agreement in Algeria in June 2000, but have not

agreed on a boundary. Their commitment to the agreement, however, has

enabled the 3,344-strong UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) to

maintain the integrity of the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ).

The Council appealed to Ethiopia "without preconditions to start the

implementation of demarcation, by taking the necessary steps to enable the

Commission to demarcate the border completely and promptly" and called on

Eritrea to accept the good offices of Secretary General Kofi Annan and

cooperate with his Special Envoy for Ethiopia and Eritrea, Lloyd Axworthy.

It reminded both Governments that they bore the primary responsibility for

the implementation of the Algiers Agreements and the decision of the

Boundary Commission.

Meanwhile, the humanitarian situation in Ethiopia and Eritrea was worsening

and could affect the peace process. The Council asked UN Member States "to

continue to provide prompt and generous support for humanitarian operations

in Ethiopia and Eritrea."

* * *

ARMS TRADERS CIRCUMVENT SECURITY COUNCIL'S EMBARGO AGAINST SOMALIA – UN REPORT

Despite a weapons embargo against Somali militias, they continue to receive

arms and to train fighters, leading to "a seriously elevated level of

threat of violence against the peaceful establishment in Somalia of the

Transitional Federal Government," the UN Monitoring Group on the Horn of

Africa country says.

In a report to the Security Council, the four-member Group says it

uncovered "34 individual arms shipments or violations of the arms embargo

from February 2004 to the time of writing the present report," about a

month ago, showing that violations had continued "at a brisk and alarming

rate.

"The shipments ranged in size from an individual weapon, such as a large

and expensive anti-aircraft gun to ocean freight containers full of arms,

ranging from explosives and ammunition to small arms, mine and anti-tank

weapons," it says.

Additionally, the Bakaarah arms market in Somalia and "the neighbouring

Gulf State" are major sources of arms used in violent clashes and most

weapons come by ocean and road.

The Transitional Federal Government is primarily based in Kenya and has

sought to return home.

Organized criminal groups involved in the clandestine movement of arms from

source to recipient have circumvented the customs and police of the States

responsible for interdicting illegal shipments, adding that "another arms

market, located in Yemen, operates in conjunction with the Bakaarah

market." The Group recommends that customs authorities in the region

establish a mechanism to share information and best practices.

In a confidential report to the Council, the Group says, it has provided

the names of people responsible for the illicit arms trade, but in the

public document it identifies them only as "Businessman and minister in the

Transitional Federal Government," "Principal al-Ittihad leader in overall

charge of training camps," or "Businesswoman/warlord."

International and regional support should be provided to the Transitional

Federal Government to regulate or stop sales in the Bakaarah arms market

and responsibility for Somali airspace should rest with the Civil Aviation

Caretaker Authority for Somalia "until the political issues surrounding the

entire Somali airspace are resolved," the Monitoring Group says.

* * *

UN EMERGENCY TEAMS REPORT SEVERE DAMAGE IN CYCLONE-HIT COOK ISLANDS

United Nations emergency assessment teams have found that two islands in

the northern group of the Cook Islands were severely battered by Tropical

Cyclone Percy late last month.

On one of the islands, all local food crops were completely destroyed, and

there is only an eight-day supply of water available, according to the

latest situation report by the UN Office for the Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Transportation difficulties are constraining the Government's efforts to

send relief supplies, OCHA said.

From 6 February to 6 March the Cook Islands in the South Pacific were

battered by five tropical cyclones, but no casualties have been reported.

* * *

BROAD PARTICIPATION IN BURUNDI REFERENDUM SHOWS SUPPORT FOR PEACE, SECURITY COUNCIL SAYS

The very broad participation of Burundians in last month's referendum on

the new constitution shows that they support the peace process in their

post-conflict Great Lakes country, the United Nations Security Council said

today.

In a statement read by the Council President for March, Brazilian Permanent

Representative Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg, the Council called on "all

Burundians to remain committed to the course of national reconciliation,

for further steps remain to be taken."

It urged donors to contribute funds for free and fair local and national

elections and encouraged the political leadership to work holding those

polls expeditiously, Ambassador Sardenberg said.

In a new report to the Council, meanwhile, Secretary-General Kofi Annan

says the achievements called for in Burundi's peace process, leading to

elections and the demobilization of former combatants, continue to make

progress, despite the impact of political tensions and the influence of

"sectarian and individual interests."

The peaceful extension of the transitional phase, the preparations for

elections, though now delayed, and the beginning of the demobilization,

disarmament and reintegration (DDR) process have shown progress, he says.

"Key tasks must now be completed without delay," including approving an

electoral code and communal law, choosing realistic dates for the electoral

calendar and beginning the integration of former combatants into the

nation's military and police sectors, Mr. Annan says in his third report on

the work of the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB).

Regional and international communities have played a central role in

supporting the peace process, "often navigating through complex and

delicate elements of the transition," he says.

"It is obvious that the sustainability of peace after the elections will

require the same, if not an increased, level of regional and international

engagement to provide assurances for all sectors of Burundian society," Mr.

Annan says.

To lay the foundation for a lasting peace and national reconciliation, once

a new government is installed it must tackle the culture of impunity, which

had contributed to the conflict, he says.

* * *

FORMER KOSOVO PRIME MINISTER PLEADS NOT GUILTY AT UN WAR CRIMES COURT

The former Prime Minister of Kosovo, Ramush Haradinaj, appeared today

before the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and

pleaded not guilty to all charges against him – 17 counts of crimes against

humanity, including murder and rape, and 20 counts of war crimes.

Mr. Haradinaj, an ethnic Albanian who became prime minister of

UN-administered Kosovo after elections in October, resigned last week and

surrendered to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former

Yugoslavia (ICTY) in what Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed as "a good

example of cooperation" with the court.

The ICTY indicted him for his role in the 1998-99 ethnic conflict which led

the UN to take over administration of Kosovo after the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization (NATO) drove out Yugoslav troops amid grave human

rights abuses in fighting between Albanians and Serbs.

The charges, which cover the period between March and September 1998,

include murder, rape, deportation of civilians, unlawful detention,

harassment and the destruction of property.

The indictment alleges that Mr. Haradinaj as a commander of the Kosovo

Liberation Army (KLA) in the Dukagjin area, together with two others, Idriz

Balaj and Lahi Brahimaj, formed a "joint criminal enterprise" to

consolidate KLA control by attacking, persecuting and forcibly removing

Serb civilians and violently suppressing "any real or perceived form of

collaboration with the Serbs by Albanian or Roma civilians."

While they may not have physically committed every crime for which they are

charged, the indictment states, they are still considered criminally

responsible for planning, instigating, ordering or aiding and abetting

their commission.

Mr. Haradinaj "established a system whereby individuals were targeted for

abduction, mistreatment and murder, and whereby a systematic attack on

vulnerable sections of the civilian population was carried out," it adds.

He "personally ordered, controlled and participated in beatings of persons"

and gave tacit approval "on at least one occasion" for detained persons to

be executed.

* * *

UN AND ANGOLA LAUNCH 'HEALTH DAYS' CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE HIGH CHILD MORTALITY

With child mortality in post-conflict Angola being among the highest in the

world, some 5,000 newly trained municipal health activists are spreading

the word to parents that they must take advantage of a weeklong United

Nations campaign, starting today, that will provide routine vaccinations

for 3 million young children, as well as basic health care information.

The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and

the Angolan Ministry of Health are targeting 3 million children between

birth and five-years old for immunization, Vitamin A supplementation and

de-worming medicine, as well as 350,000 girls and women between 15- and

45-years old for anti-tetanus inoculations and information on hygiene and

health care, UNICEF said.

"This initiative is a critical stepping-stone towards reducing child

mortality in post-war Angola. Such days also show that Angola's health

system is shifting from rather emergency-oriented services to serving the

long-term health needs of the population," said Mario Ferrari, UNICEF

representative in the oil-rich country emerging from the devastation of

nearly 30 years of civil war.

According to UN figures, 260 children out of every 1,000 children die

before reaching the age of 5. That compares with 121 deaths per 1,000 in

low-income countries, 40 per 1,000 in lower-middle-income countries, 22 in

upper-middle-income countries and seven in high-income countries.

The "dramatic mortality rate" is a consequence of insufficient access to

and the poor quality of health services, as well as inadequate family care

practices among both urban and rural communities, UNICEF said.

"Parents need to be trained in early detection of symptoms to seek timely

care for their children and understand that hygiene practices in the homes

can often change the fate of children," said UNICEF's Guy Clarysse, a

health officer in Angola.

The Angolan Government and UNICEF previously trained 10,000 health workers

in 2003 to undertake a national vaccination campaign for 7 million children

against measles, the biggest vaccine-preventable killer of Angolan

children. The outreach re-established the infrastructure for immunization

in the country.

In 2005 and 2006 the annual health weeks will spotlight polio and measles

and the campaigns will take place every six months from 2007, UNICEF said.

* * *

FUND FOR COMMUNITY COMPUTER PROJECTS LAUNCHED IN GENEVA - UN

A "Digital Solidarity Fund", a voluntary financing mechanism designed to

provide community computers, was launched today in Geneva, with United

Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcoming the initiative as

contributing to the fight against poverty and bridging the information

divide.

"The use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) is shrinking

distances, fostering new approaches to existing challenges and bringing

dramatic changes in the economic, social and cultural realms," Mr. Annan

said in a message delivered at the launch by UN Office in Geneva (UNOG)

Director-General Sergei Ordzhonikidze.

"Yet there is considerable distance to be travelled to bridge the gap

between those who have access to the Internet and other technologies and

those who do not."

The new Fund was an important contribution to the fight against poverty and

UN's broader agenda of change, Mr. Annan said, noting that President

Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal has been a driving force behind the initiative.

Other Heads of State attending were President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria,

who is also chairman of the African Union (AU), and President Abdelaziz

Bouteflika of Algeria. The Foreign Ministers of France, Switzerland and

Morocco and Fund chairman Guy-Olivier Segond were also present among the

400 participants.

The creation of the fund had confounded many sceptics, International

Telecommunication Union (ITU) Secretary-General Yoshio Utsumi said.

"Without the strong political will of the African Heads of State involved

in the process, it would not have been possible."

The Fund will raise money for community projects by collecting voluntary

contributions of 1 per cent of public ICT procurement contracts and

allowing donors to use the label, "Digital Solidarity," under the "Geneva

Principle." The money could not be used for major infrastructure

investments.

Mr. Utsumi called on Fund managers to avoid being bogged down in

bureaucracy and advocated transparency in allocating monies.

Algeria contributed $500,000, Nigeria €500,000 (euros) and France €300,000

to the Fund.

The Fund was one of the results of the first phase of the World Summit on

the Information Society (WSIS) held in December 2003 in Geneva. The

Summit's second part will be held in November in Tunis, Tunisia.

* * *

UN ANNOUNCES PIONEERING AUDITING AGREEMENT TO MONITOR TSUNAMI RELIEF FUND

As part of its broader effort to boost transparency and accountability and

guard against mismanagement and corruption, the United Nations today

announced a pioneering agreement with the accounting firm

PricewaterhouseCoopers for 8,000 hours of pro bono work to monitor

disbursement of its nearly $1 billion tsunami relief fund.

"I have heard no such problem raised so far but I expect there to be," UN

Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland told a news briefing in New York

on the UN's $977 million flash appeal to address the December disaster

which killed more than 200,000 people and devastated large stretches of

coast in a dozen Indian Ocean countries.

"I'm sure there will be cases of possible mismanagement, mishandling, but

I'm sure also there will be many allegations that may not be correct and

that's why it's so good to have this kind of investigative tool, because we

can quicker, [to] I think, confirm whether there is something wrong or we

can confirm that it's actually nothing wrong," he added in answer to a

question.

He said this "very important agreement," worth millions of dollars, "will

mean unprecedented transparency and investigations capacity."

Although the UN has other agreements with the private sector, this is the

first agreement of its kind in the field of transparency and accountability

and "we do not see it as the last. There may be many more to come." Mr.

Egeland noted. "It helps us to take a new step in the direction that we

really needed."

Since allegations of misconduct and mismanagement arose in connection with

the now-defunct UN-administered multi-billion-dollar Oil-for-Food programme

for Iraq, under which Saddam Hussein was allowed to sell oil for

humanitarian supplies, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has repeatedly pledged

a policy of transparency.

PricewaterhouseCoopers' global leader of advisory services, Frank Brown,

said the firm would focus on two main areas: enhancing the financial

tracking system and using forensic techniques to identify and probe

potential instances of improper payments.

The company has asked other organizations, such as software firms, to

consider donating professional services and several have expressed

interest, he added.

Mr. Egeland said the flash appeal was now 90 per cent covered with more

than $500 million already paid up, and the rest firmly committed.

* * *

UN'S RWANDA TRIBUNAL SENTENCES OFFICIAL TO SIX YEARS FOR CRIME OF

EXTERMINATION IN 1994

Judges at the United Nations tribunal trying the people who caused the

deaths of Rwandan Tutsis and moderate Hutus in the genocide of 1994 today

sentenced a councillor to six years in prison for having failed to prevent

an attack on a church full of Tutsi asylum-seekers among whom thousands

died and many were injured.

By an agreement with Prosecutor Hassan Jallow of the International Criminal

Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Vincent Rutaganira, the 1985-1994 councillor

for Gishyita commune, one of the nine communes of Kibuye prefecture,

pleaded guilty last December to one count charging him with extermination

as an accomplice by omission to a crime against humanity.

The Tribunal's trial chamber said Mr. Rutaganira had known about the

planned massacre, was a channel between the population and the political

structure and held moral authority over the population, yet did not use his

authority to prevent the attacks on the Tutsis or protect and assist them

as they sheltered in Mubuga Church.

The three-judge chamber said it took into account such mitigating

circumstances as Mr. Rutaganira having turned himself to Tanzanian

authorities, his guilty plea and expression of remorse, his ill-health at

age 60 and his good behaviour in detention. He also helped some victims in

Mubuga, had no previous criminal record, did not actively take part in the

killings and showed restraint.

It also said he was entitled to credit for his detention since March 2002

and any further time he might spend in custody if he decided to appeal.

* * *

UN ENVOY ON SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON TO GIVE ANNAN TIMETABLE THIS WEEK

The United Nations envoy seeking the withdrawal of some 14,000 Syrian

troops from Lebanon will present further details of the timetable for a

complete pullout to Secretary-General Kofi Annan later this week following

talks with the leaders of both countries.

Terje Roed-Larsen, Mr. Annan's Special Envoy for implementation of Security

Council resolution 1559, which calls for withdrawing all foreign forces

from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and extending Government control over

the whole country, met on Saturday with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad,

who committed to withdraw all Syrian troops and intelligence forces from

Lebanon.

"The meeting was very constructive and I am much encouraged by President

Assad's commitment to the full implementation of Security Council

resolution 1559," the envoy said in a press statement after meeting the

President in Aleppo, Syria.

Mr. Roed-Larsen said the withdrawal would be carried out in two stages.

First, all military forces and the intelligence apparatus would be

relocated by the end of this month to the Bekaa Valley in eastern Lebanon

while a significant number of Syrian forces will withdraw fully into Syria.

Then, a second stage will lead to a complete and full withdrawal of all

Syrian military personnel, assets and the intelligence apparatus.

Yesterday, Mr. Roed-Larsen met in Beirut with Lebanese President Emile

Lahoud, Prime Minister Omar Karami, Speaker Nabi Berry, Foreign Minister

Mahmoud Hammoud, opposition leader Walid Jumblatt and other senior

politicians. He also spoke by phone with German Foreign Minister Joschka

Fischer to discuss his meetings.

The visit was his second in the new job he assumed in January after serving

as UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process. Since his

first trip in early February tensions have risen in Lebanon following the

assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

* * *

UN COUNTER-TERRORISM CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF NEW PHASE: ON-SITE COUNTRY VISITS

Stepping up the war on terrorism, United Nations counter-terrorism experts

today began their first on-site country visit, opening a new phase in the

world body’s work to strengthen state capacity in fighting the scourge.

Officials from the UN Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED), led

by Executive Director Javier Rupérez, arrived in Morocco for a five-day

visit, beginning the country visits of the Security Council’s

Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC).

The visiting team also includes experts from the global police coordination

centre, Interpol, the World Customs Organization, the Financial Action Task

Force and the European Union. After Morocco, CTED experts are scheduled to

visit Albania, Kenya and Thailand in the next few months.

The purpose of the visits is to precisely assess on location and in

practice how Member States implement the obligations of Security Council

Resolution 1373, adopted in 2001 after the 11 September terrorist attacks

against the United States, as well as to evaluate the nature and level of

assistance that a particular country may need to fulfil those obligations.

The resolution, which established the CTC, calls on countries to implement

a number of measures to enhance their legal and institutional capacity to

be in a better position to counter terrorist activities nationally,

regionally and globally.

In the first phase of its work, CTC and its newly established expert body,

CTED, collected written reports from Member States on how the various

anti-terrorism measures set out by resolution 1373 are being implemented.

Those reports served as the basis of an active dialogue between the

CTC/CTED and the respective Member State.

The country visits are a follow-up of that dialogue in a more focused,

practical manner with the national authorities that have the responsibility

to implement the different aspects of resolution 1373.

Developing and strengthening state capacity to prevent terrorism is one of

the five main elements of the UN comprehensive counter-terrorism strategy

proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan last week at a counter-terrorism

summit in Madrid.

This pillar of the strategy specifically calls for a strong implementation

of resolution 1373 by Member States and calls on the CTED to assess country

needs and develop a comprehensive approach to technical assistance.

The resolution calls on Member States to deny all forms of financial

support for terrorist groups, suppress the provision of safe haven,

sustenance or support for terrorists, share information with other

governments on any groups practising or planning terrorist acts, and

cooperate with other governments in the investigation, detection, arrest

and prosecution of those involved in such acts.

It also enjoins them to criminalize active and passive assistance for

terrorism in domestic laws and bring violators of these laws to justice,

and to become party as soon as possible to the relevant international

conventions and protocols relating to terrorism.

* * *

RECONSTRUCTION IN TSUNAMI-HIT COUNTIES MUST AVOID OVER-FISHING – UN MEETING

Reconstruction in the countries devastated by December’s Indian Ocean

tsunami should restore the livelihoods of fishers and fish farmers but must

prevent the plague of over-fishing, a United Nations-backed ministerial

meeting has declared.

Adopted over the weekend by a group of 121 fishing ministers and high-level

fisheries officials gathered at the Rome headquarters of the UN Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO), including representatives from countries

affected by the tsunami, the declaration stressed the need to protect the

rights of fishers and fish workers and ensure their access to fishing

grounds and resources.

At the same time, the ministers said improving the efficiency,

sustainability and governance of fisheries was also a priority, and theyagreed to cooperate to ensure that reconstruction does not produce a level

of fishing capacity in excess of what fishery resources can sustainably

support.

The tsunami, which killed more than 200,000 people in a dozen Indian Ocean

countries, hit the coastal fishing industry particularly hard, inflicting

losses of more than half a billion dollars with over 111,000 vessels

destroyed or damaged, 36,000 engines lost and 1.7 million units of fishing

gear ruined.

The meeting also called for intensified action to combat illegal,

unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU), including the creation within FAO

of a comprehensive global record of fishing vessels and supply and

refrigerated transport ships to facilitate prevention of illegal fishing.

Participants said they would renew efforts to ensure that all large-scale

industrial fishing vessels operating on the high seas be fitted with vessel

monitoring systems (VMS) by December 2008. VMS involves putting monitoring

units on vessels that transmit data on their location and activities,

allowing remote monitoring to strengthen general fisheries management as

well as more effectively combat IUU fishing.

FAO has identified IUU fishing as a major impediment to ensuring

sustainable world fisheries. Combating it outside countries’ exclusive

economic zones on the high seas, where governance is particularly complex,

is not easy.

* * *

FAST PROBE OF BIRD FLU CASES VITAL TO PREVENT HUMAN PANDEMIC, SAYS UN AGENCY

With Viet Nam confirming 10 more human cases of bird flu, bringing the

total since mid-December to 24, 13 of them fatal, the United Nations health

agency is stressing the critical need for full information to assess the

risks of a pandemic that in a worst-case scenario could claim tens of

millions of lives worldwide.

“Rapid field investigation of each new case is essential to ensure timely

detection of clusters of cases occurring in family members or health care

workers,” the World Health Organization (WHO) says in its latest update.

“Such cases can provide the first signal that the virus is altering its

behaviour in human populations and thus alert authorities to the need to

intervene quickly,” it added of the H5N1 virus, which has caused 69

reported infections, 46 of them fatal, since the first human case linked to

widespread poultry outbreaks in Viet Nam and Thailand was reported in

January last year.

The agency has repeatedly warned that H5N1 could mutate into a new human

virus with pandemic potential. The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of

1918-20, which was not related to the present virus, is estimated to have

killed between 20 million and 40 million people worldwide.

Nearly 140 million domestic birds have died or been culled over the past

year in southeast Asia in an effort to curb the spread of the disease. WHO

is concerned that continuing transmission to humans might give avian and

human influenza viruses an opportunity to exchange genes, facilitating a

pandemic.

* * *

SAMOA BECOMES UN LABOUR AGENCY’S 178TH MEMBER

The small South Pacific country of Samoa has become the 178th Member State

of the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO), which seeks

the promotion of social justice and internationally recognized human and

labour rights.

The accession follows receipt at ILO headquarters in Geneva of a letter

from Samoan Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi stating his

nation’s formal acceptance of the obligations of the agency’s constitution.

The ILO, founded in 1919, is the only surviving major creation of the

Treaty of Versailles which brought the League of Nations into being. It

became the first specialized agency of the UN in 1946 and formulates

international standards in the form of Conventions and Recommendations

setting minimum standards of basic labour rights.

These include freedom of association, the right to organize, collective

bargaining, abolition of forced labour, equality of opportunity and

treatment, and other standards regulating conditions across the entire

spectrum of work related issues.

It provides technical assistance primarily in the fields of vocational

training and vocational rehabilitation, employment policy, labour

administration, labour law and industrial relations, working conditions,

management development, cooperatives, social security, labour statistics,

and occupational safety and health.

* * *

-------------------------------------
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

14 March 2005

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Joining us today will be Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, as well as Frank Brown, the Global Leader for Advisory Services of PricewaterhouseCoopers.  They will be talking about PricewaterhouseCoopers’ pro bono offer to help enhance accountability and the transparency of fund entrusted to the UN under the Tsunami Flash Appeal.

**SG in Ramallah
The Secretary-General met today in Ramallah with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas.  He told reporters afterwards that he and the President had discussed Israeli disengagement from Gaza, economic reconstruction and the progress by the Palestinian Authority.  He told the press, “With a clear determination and good will on both sides, a lot can be done.”

He was asked about the Israeli separation barrier, and said that he had discussed the UN register, which would list damage claims from the barrier, with President Abbas today.

The Secretary-General also met with Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei and Foreign Minister Nasser al-Kidwa.

Earlier, he addressed the staff of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), and paid farewell to its Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen.  In remarks, available upstairs, he thanked Hansen for his “unflagging energy, commitment and leadership.”

He assured the Agency’s staff that Hansen was departing only because his nine-year tenure had been “long enough for anyone to have to live with the stresses and strains of such a job”.  Karen Koning AbuZayd will be the Acting Commissioner-General, he added.

Prior to his meeting with President Abbas, the Secretary-General laid a wreath at the tomb of former Palestinian President Yasser Arafat.  This evening, he is to meet in Jerusalem with Israeli President Moshe Katsav.

**SG in Israel
The Secretary-General arrived on Sunday afternoon in Jerusalem, and met that day with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.  Just before going into the meeting, the Secretary-General told reporters that he had been very encouraged by recent developments in the region, including the Sharm el-Sheikh agreement.

During the meeting, the Prime Minister thanked the Secretary-General for his stand against anti-Semitism and for his strong backing of the recent General Assembly Special Session to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps.

The Prime Minister and the Secretary-General discussed the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, including Israel’s disengagement and plans to close 24 settlements.  The Secretary-General reiterated his support for the Gaza disengagement and said he hoped that it would lead to full implementation of the “Road Map”.

**Lebanon/Syria
Terje Roed-Larsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Implementation of Security Council resolution 1559, met on Saturday with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in Aleppo, Syria, and discussed the resolution’s full implementation.

Roed-Larsen said afterward that President Assad has committed to withdraw all Syrian troops and intelligence from Lebanon, in fulfilment of the resolution.

That withdrawal, he said, would be carried out in two stages.  First, all military forces and the intelligence apparatus would be relocated by the end of this month into the BekaaValley; while a significant number of Syrian forces will withdraw fully into Syria.  Then, a second stage will lead to a complete and full withdrawal of all Syrian military personnel, assets and the intelligence apparatus.

Yesterday, Roed-Larsen met in Beirut with Lebanese President Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister Omar Karame, Speaker Nabi Berry, Foreign Minister Mahmoud Hammoud, and opposition leader Walid Jumblat, as well as other leading political figures.  He also spoke by phone with German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, to discuss his meetings.

Roed-Larsen is returning to New York, where he will present the Secretary-General later this week with further details of the timetable for a complete Syrian pullout from Lebanon.

**Human Rights
Without the implementation of widely ratified international treaties, there is no point in reaffirming or refining the meaning of human rights, Louise Arbour, the UN’s High Commissioner for Human Rights, said today in Geneva.  They simply cease to exist, she affirmed.

Speaking at the opening of the sixty-first session of the Commission on Human Rights, she added that the world’s approach to human rights diplomacy remains unsatisfactory, sporadic and selective.  The Commission must, therefore, take the lead in bringing about dispassionate analysis, focused calls for action, and sustained attention to human rights violations.

She also said that the international community’s response, so far, to the human rights crisis in Darfur, Sudan fell very short of the world’s collective responsibility to the most vulnerable.  We have the full text of her statement upstairs.

**Iraq
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, over the weekend made a two-day visit to Basra, in the country’s south, where he talked to the Deputy Governor on humanitarian and reconstruction assistance that the United Nations is providing southern Iraq.

Qazi said that the United Nations has remained engaged in the south through the work of its local staff and partners.  He affirmed the UN’s support for more effective working relationships with Iraqi political and economic entities to ensure that reconstruction and development activities receive the attention and funding that they need.

The UN Mission in Iraq recently opened a liaison office in Basra, and, circumstances permitting, hopes to be able to increase the scope and scale of its humanitarian activities in southern Iraq.  We have a press release upstairs with more details.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations on the Secretary-General’s latest report on Burundi.  Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Burundi, briefed Council members on the report, which has been issued as a document today.  More on that a little later.  And we understand that there will be a presidential statement on Burundi following the consultations.

The second item on the consultations’ agenda is a briefing on sanctions concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  That will be given by Algerian Ambassador Abdallah Baali in his capacity as chairman of that sanctions committee.

Two back-to-back formal meetings are also scheduled.  The first is expected to vote on a draft resolution on extending the mandate of the UN mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).  And the second meeting is to discuss the appointment of judges to the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.

**Burundi
In his report to the Security Council on Burundi, which we mentioned earlier, the Secretary-General notes that, despite delays in the electoral calendar, there has been continued progress in the peace process.  But citing remaining political tensions, he urges all political and military leaders to stay the course.  He also said he has instructed his Special Representative to explore how the United Nations and the international community could continue to support the consolidation of peace after elections.

**Sudan
The UN mission in Sudan continues to report on security concerns in Darfur.  Some areas continue to be off limits to humanitarian agencies while banditry incidents have reportedly been on the rise.  The mission reported that in North Darfur last night, armed men in uniform attacked a house owned by a national staff member of the World Food Programme.

The attackers fired shots at the occupant of the house, who managed to flee the scene and did not sustain any injuries.  The house was, however, ransacked and looted.

**Somalia
The Security Council Sanctions Committee on Somalia has transmitted the report of the Monitoring Group on Somalia in a letter.  The report and letter are issued as documents today.  The Group learned that arms embargo violations had continued to occur at a brisk and alarming rate.  It said shipments ranged in size from an individual weapon to ocean freight containers full of arms.

It notes the indication of the existence of a sophisticated financial network directly involved in arms purchases.  As a result of the continued heavy flow of arms into Somalia, there is a seriously elevated threat of possible violence against the peaceful establishment in Somalia of the Transitional Federal Government.

**Haiti
In Haiti yesterday, a total of 325 former members of Haiti’s national army attended a ceremony marking the official start of the disarmament and demobilization programme in the country.  The ceremony saw the symbolic hand-over of some weapons, and it was attended by top officials from the Transitional Government, such as Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, as well as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Juan Gabriel Valdes.  Most of the former officers hailed from the northern town of Cap Haitien.

Speaking to journalists after the ceremony, Valdes said he hoped that this first step in the demobilization process would serve as an example to former military officers in other parts of the country.  We have more on this available in my office.

**ICTY
Ramush Haradinaj, the former Prime Minister of Kosovo, today appeared for the first time at the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague, and pleaded not guilty to all charges against him.  Haradinaj is charged with 17 counts of crimes against humanity, including murder and rape, and 20 counts of war crimes.  The Tribunal’s charges against him were made public late last week, and can be found on its web site.

**Counter Terrorism
Javier Ruperez, the Executive Director of the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate, is leading a group of counter-terrorism experts on a five-day visit to Morocco which began today.  The visit is the first in a series of country visits and, thus, marks the beginning of a new phase in the work of the Directorate and its parent body, the Counter-Terrorism Directorate.

The purpose of country visits is to precisely assess on location and in practice how Member States implement their obligations under Security Council resolution 1373 (2001) and evaluate the nature and level of assistance that a particular country may need in order to fulfil those obligations.  Developing and strengthening State capacity is also one of the five main pillars of the comprehensive counter-terrorism strategy launched by the Secretary-General last week in Madrid.  After Morocco, visits to Albania, Kenya and Thailand in the course of the next few months are being planned.

**Afghanistan
Finally, from Afghanistan, on Saturday, a joint team from the UN Mission in Afghanistan, the UN Children’s Fund and the World Food Programme went to the southern Afghan town of Kandahar, to assess damage from heavy rains there.  The team confirmed that there was no significant flooding in the province, but added that some 1,100 houses were damaged by the rains.  We have more details in the Sunday briefing notes from Kabul.

And in those notes, departing Spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva also shares his thoughts on how Afghanistan has changed over the past three years, including the lesson he learned:  “Afghans can do it.”

Manoel, of course, was my deputy in the Spokesman’s office here before we packed him off to, first to East Timor and then Afghanistan.  I can’t believe that it’s three years that he’s been there.

Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, did the Secretary-General ask President Abbas and any of the other Palestinian leaders to endorse the language that is being proposed in his address in Madrid on a terrorism definition?

Spokesman:  I don’t have that detail.  I’d have to check for you, but it’s not in what I received from Stéphane Dujarric.  I will ask for you, yes.

[He later said that the Secretary-General had called on all world leaders to unite behind the High-Level Panel’s definition of terrorism.]

Yes?

Question:  You mentioned that Roed-Larsen is returning to New York.  Do you have a specific day when he’s returning?  And then do you know when he’s going to address the Secretary-General and the Security Council?

Spokesman:  I think he will be here on Wednesday and the Secretary-General returns on Thursday.  No, on Wednesday as well.  And will probably be in the office on Friday.  So, by the end of the week, I would say, they would be able to discuss Roed-Larsen’s diplomacy over the weekend.

Question:  How about the Security Council?

Spokesman:  I don’t know about the Security Council.

Question:  On that, will it be possible to make Roed-Larsen accessible to us?

Spokesman:  We can try.  Yes?

Question:  A press conference?

Spokesman:  Yes, we will.  Yes?

Question:  Mr. Daliwah, (sp?) he was in Iraq.  Is it possible that he was able to find out about people who are starving because of lack of work or lack of ability to gain?  The UN, the UN...(Interrupted).

Spokesman:  I am not aware of starvation as a humanitarian issue in Iraq today.  I am not aware that that’s a problem.   I don’t think that’s been a problem for a long time in Iraq.

Yes, Evelyn?

Question:  Who is in charge of this new terrorism, whatever, that the Secretary-General announced in Madrid.  Is he going to use these extremely highly paid people in the Security Council committee?  Is he going to use the rest of UNMOVIC or what?  Or is he going to start a whole new one to protect some of the others?   Who is in charge, do we know?

Spokesman:  I’ll try to find out.

Richard?

Question:  Mark Malloch Brown mentioned the Secretary-General moving on changing the way these human rights commissions and panels are set up; which countries ...(Inaudible) that’s coming out of the big reform report.  But is there something imminent -- he said this over the weekend in an interview; is there something that we should look for that he’s formally presenting something...

Spokesman:  He was...

Question:  ...and does he have the power to really change that?

Spokesman:  He was referring to recommendations that will appear in the report which is currently planned to come out a week from today.  However, as you suggested in the end of your question, these are not reforms that he has the power to make.  Governments can make these changes.  He will be making recommendations to governments.

Question:  Will you tell us more about what’s happening in one week?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General’s report on the 2005 agenda, which marries the recommendations of his High-Level Panel and the development-related recommendations of Jeffrey Sachs, and which he hopes will set the agenda for the summit taking place here in September; that’s scheduled to come out a week from today.

Question:  Is there a press conference or a report...?

Spokesman:  We’ll try to roll it out with whistles and ceremony and get as much attention from you as we can for it.

Mark?

Question:  I don’t know if I missed anything at the beginning, but is there going to be an appointment any time soon for a special envoy to the Middle East?  And a new head of UNRWA?

Spokesman:  No.  I am not aware that we have made enough progress on the Middle East envoy front.  On UNRWA, I think we’re getting close to a short list as we are for a replacement of Mark Malloch Brown for UNDP.  But,...(Interrupted).

Question:  On this new transparent system, is a shortlist for the UNDP and UNHCR job going to be published ahead of the appointment?

Spokesman:  Yes.  That, of course, is a change in policy.  We’ve always kept very confidential all deliberations on the naming of high-level officials in the UN system.  In these two cases, however, we decided that we would experiment with going public with the shortlist.  So, those names, or that short list is still being reviewed for presentation to the Secretary-General.  The cut off dates were Wednesday and Thursday of last week for those two jobs that you mentioned.

The lists are now being studied and the shortlist will be presented to the Secretary-General soon; as soon as possible. And then we do intend to go public with the shortlist for those two positions.

Question:  Just to double-check; once that shortlist is published, is there going to be any formal kind of forum where different people can express their opinions on a member of that shortlist or it’s just that a shortlist is published and then the Secretary-General takes a decision and then the decision is published?

Spokesman:  I think the purpose of publishing the shortlist is to get as much reaction as possible, including from non-governmental organizations.  So, I think that there would be some time between the publication of the shortlist and the announcement of the Secretary-General’s decision for those reactions to be received and digested. If that’s it; Jan, do you want to come up with Frank Brown?




	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





African malaria comes to town (afrol News)


Epidemics in the 21st Century (Radio Singapore International)


Air Pollution Killing Us Softly (Philippine Daily Inquirer)


Energie : le Pnue Garantit Son Soutien à la Rentabilisation du Fleuve Congo (Le Potentiel, Kinshasa)


Lake Toba Call Emphasized Coop Among Govts in Overcoming Tsunami (Asia Pulse)


Sustainable Consumption in Focus for 13 Asian Countries (Vanuatu Online)


Ökonomisch, Ökologisch und Sozial (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung/Handelsblatt)


Uganda Basks in Success of Hotel Rwanda (TravelVideo.tv)


Rhode Island School Selected to Represent U.S. at International Competition in Sweden: Volvo Adventure to Judge E-Waste Project (PRNewswire)


Obituary John Smyth (The Herald, UK)


Uganda; Do Extra Qualifications Matter? (Africa News)


Europa-Premiere des IMAX-Films "Haie 3D", Präsentiert von Jean-Michel Cousteau, am 23. März im Discovery Channel Imax am Potsdamer Platz in Berlin (PR Newswire)











�� 




















Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

