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 UN testing for depleted uranium contamination in Bosnia 

Experts from the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) on Monday began tests for contamination in several      locations in Bosnia where NATO forces used depleted uranium shells during the country's 1992-1995 war. 

      "The UNEP's aim is to determine whether the use of depleted uranium during the conflict in Bosnia may pose      health and environmental risks either now or in the future," team leader Pekka Haavisto told reporters. 

      Last year the UNEP concluded that depleted uranium shells used by NATO forces in Yugoslavia had not      caused widespread contamination. But in early 2001 many NATO and non-NATO countries raised concern      over possible link between the use of depleted uranium ammunition in the Balkans and increased cancer rates among soldiers who had participated in peacekeeping operations in Bosnia and the Serb province of  Kosovo. 

      Over the next 10 days, the 17-member UNEP team plans to take soil, water and vegetation samples from 12      sites across the country. 

      Six of the sites have been identified by NATO as having been struck by depleted uranium weapons during air      strikes against Bosnian Serbs in 1994 and 1995. 

      The samples will be tested in nuclear laboratories in Italy, Britain and Switzerland, Haavisto said, adding that      the final conclusions were expected be published in March next year. 

      At the request of the local authorities, the UNEP will also examine cancer rates in Sarajevo, Banja Luka and      the eastern town of Bratunac, where many refugees from areas hit during bombing raids now live. 

      Bosnia was hit by three tons of depleted uranium NATO shells in 1994-1995, Haavisto said. 

      Bosnian officials said at the time that the number of cancer cases increased after the war, but gave no    evidence to link it with depleted uranium. 

      A NATO committee has said that scientific and medical research has so far not shown any link between      depleted uranium and reported health problems.
____________________________________________________________________________________

The School Daily

15 October 2002

Bishkek Global Mountain Summit

Main Summary

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 29 October – 1 November 2002. The   world’s mountains encompass some of the most awe-inspiring landscapes, a great diversity of species and habitat types, and distinctive yet often badly disadvantaged human communities.  Covering one quarter of the Earth’s land surface, mountain regions affect every single one of us in many ways. Healthy mountain ecosystems are vital not only to mountain communities, plants and animals, but also for services  to lowland peoples, including clean water, energy, food, recreation, and protection from natural disasters such as avalanches and floods. Today, war, poverty, hunger, climate change and environmental degradation are threatening the web of life that mountains support. The Bishkek Global Mountain Summit will be the final global  event of the 2002 United Nations International Year of Mountains. It will draw together the ideas and recommendations generated throughout the year, from all levels and sectors of society.

      Article Body

On the agenda are new international and regional agreements and co-operation. As  well as topics like tourism, biological and cultural diversity, and conflicts in  mountain areas. 

The 6-700 plus participants will include heads of state from the Central Asia region, as well as ministers and senior government officials from around the world. Other  attendees will include the Aga Khan, the executive heads and senior directors from  a number of UN organisations, and representatives of non-governmental organisations and indigenous mountain communities. 

The Summit is being organised by the Government of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan  with the assistance of the United Nations Environment Prgramme (UNEP) and other  partner organisations, including FAO, the UN agency responsible for the International Year of the Mountains. The Summit will run from 29 October to 1  November 2002 in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

Representatives of the media are invited to attend. If possible, registration (via the web site) should be done by 21 October. Late registration might result in delays.  Please bring a letter of assignment from your editor and if you have one a valid press card. Further information about travel, visas and hotels are on the web site at http://www.globalmountainsummit.org/info.html                         

__________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Scientists Seek Plan to Monitor Biodiversity Loss

                      Mon Oct 14, 7:06 PM ET

                      By Patricia Reaney 

                      LONDON (Reuters) - Scientists in Britain said on Tuesday they planned to

                      develop a strategy to monitor the loss of plant and animal species and their

                      habitats to help governments reach targets set at the Earth Summit in South

                      Africa. 

                      Leaders at the 10-day World Summit on Sustainable Development in

                      Johannesburg pledged last month to cut the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010. 

                      But scientists at the Royal Society, Britain's national academy of science, said

                      they may not be able to reach their targets because there is no global

                      consensus on how to measure progress on an international scale. 

                      "We want to look at the various ways biodiversity is measured and assess

                      some of their strengths and limitations," said Professor Peter Crane, who chairs

                      the society's working group on biodiversity. 

                      "Second, we want to make some recommendations for the kind of measures

                      that work best and the kinds of data that need to be gathered to enable us to

                      use them in a more widespread way," he told Reuters. 

                      The scientists also hope to set specific targets for action by 2010 so they can

                      determine if there is a significant reduction in biodiversity loss. 

                      They plan to publish their findings next year. 

                      "We have a range of mainly scientists but also conservation biologists in the

                      group trying to cover different ecosystems, not just terrestrial systems but

                      marine and freshwater systems. We are trying to get a good, broad spread of

                      scientific expertise," Crane said. 

                      Crane added that the Johannesburg summit focused on tackling global poverty,

                      and showed that biodiversity was linked to problems with water, energy, health

                      and agriculture. 

                      "Many thousands of species are critically endangered, and over the next 100

                      years, without concerted preventative action across the world, the loss of

                      biological diversity is likely to accelerate dramatically," he said. 

                      About 45,000 delegates attended the summit which has been criticized for its

                      size and failure to produce a blueprint to reduce poverty and clean up the

                      environment. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Monday, 14 October, 2002, 

               'Rich world should save  elephants'

               Going fast: Africa's elephants have dwindled in 20 years

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               The Kenyan conservationist Richard Leakey says the  developed countries have a responsibility to save the world's elephants. 

               Dr Leakey told BBC News Online it was unfair to leave  the job to the poor countries where the elephants live. 

               He urged a continuing  ban on the sale of all  ivory, including tusks  obtained legally. 

               He said poachers in  central Africa were  causing mayhem, while Asia's elephants were critically threatened. 

               Dr Leakey was speaking before a meeting of the United Nations Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) from 3 to 15 November in Santiago, Chile. 

               Five southern African countries - Botswana,  Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe -  want permission from Cites to sell stockpiled

               ivory. 

               This means moving elephants from Cites'  Appendix I to Appendix II. Appendix I includes  species threatened with extinction, and trade  is allowed only exceptionally. 

               'Over-run with elephants' 

               Appendix II includes species not necessarily  threatened with extinction, but where trade   needs controlling to help their survival. 

               The International Fund  for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) says all  elephants should be  put on Appendix I. In a

               poll conducted in the  UK, it says nine Britons  in 10 support protecting them. 

               The five countries say  they have too many elephants and the money from ivory sales could help conservation. 

               Their opponents say there is no way to distinguish between ivory from legal sources and tusks which have been poached. 

               So any legal trade would inevitably fuel a demand which only the poachers could satisfy.

               An experimental legal stockpile sale in 1999 is said to have  prompted a clear surge in illegal trade and poaching. 

               Dr Leakey told BBC News Online: "All the evidence points to the world's elephants facing a huge               threat. 

               "Ivory is flowing out to south-east Asia, where there's a big demand for it, and poaching in central Africa is causing havoc. 

               "For God's sake, let's not open up the ivory trade just now. I don't have a problem with the principle of selling ivory, but if you restart legal sales now, you'll drive the illegal trade too. If the trade restarts, we're heading down  the slippery slope. 

               Money to replace words 

               "I know these states say they have too many elephants, and we have exactly the same problem in some Kenyan parks. All I'm saying is that we mustn't put the ivory on the market." 

               Asked if the developed world was doing enough, Dr Leakey said: "I'm absolutely sure more could be done. 

               "Leaving the burden on developing countries is very unfair. The G8 countries, the most developed economies, should do more to help the third world." 

               Africa's elephant population is thought to have more than halved, to about 600,000 animals,               between the late 1970s and 1989. 

               Some experts believe it has continued its precipitous decline, leaving barely 300,000 elephants today. 

               Rapid plunge 

               Asia is thought to have fewer than 50,000 wild elephants: Ifaw puts the total at about 35,000. 

               Dr Leakey said Asia's elephants were facing "a terrible crisis, with India's situation deplorable. And most of it has happened in the last 10 years." 

               From 1 January 2000 to 21 May 2002, 965 African elephants were reported killed by poachers, and 39 Asian elephants. 

               The ivory poachers are not the elephants' only enemy. Recent reports from the Central African Republic describe elephant carcases stripped of their flesh but with the tusks still in place, suggesting the bushmeat trade is worth more than the ivory. 

               Only male Asian elephants have tusks, though both sexes do in Africa. Zoologists now recognise at least two distinct African species, the savannah and the forest elephant, with a possible third species, the western African elephant. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Don't Ease Ivory Trade Ban, Leakey Says

                      Mon Oct 14,
                      By Patricia Reaney 

                      LONDON (Reuters) - Easing a total ban on ivory trading could lead to the

                      devastation of elephant populations in Asia and Africa, conservationist Richard

                      Leakey said Monday. 

                      Leakey, who is also a leading paleontologist, said moves by five African

                      countries to reinstate a legal ivory trade at the Convention on International Trade

                      in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting next month will lead to an increase in

                      illegal trade. 

                      "There is simply not the capacity in Africa, I believe, to handle the black

                      market," he told Reuters. 

                      Without sufficient measures to curb poaching he said the African elephant

                      population, which dropped from 1.3 million in 1981 to as few as 300,000 in

                      1998, could disappear very fast. 

                      In Asia there are only about 35,000 elephants remaining. 

                      "It is probably the thin edge of the wedge for a number of populations," he

                      added in an interview. 

                      The world's wild elephant population has been protected by a ban on ivory

                      trading but South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe and Zambia have

                      submitted proposals to enable to sell off ivory stockpiles worth millions of

                      dollars. 

                      "The cost of maintaining anti-poaching forces and the cost of policing the

                      remaining herds is far greater than the sale of those stockpiles," said Leakey,

                      who has personally seen the impact of elephant poaching in Kenya which lost

                      80 percent of its elephants during the 1980s. 

                      INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION FUND 

                      Leakey and other conservationists say there is no way to distinguish legal

                      stockpiles from illegal elephant tusks so poaching will go up massively to meet

                      demand for ivory in China and Japan where it is sculpted into decorative objects

                      and jewelry. 

                      The son of paleontologists Louis and Mary Leakey is also hoping to set up an

                      international foundation, along the lines of The Global Fund to Fight AIDS (news

                      - web sites), Tuberculosis and Malaria, to underpin conservation efforts on a

                      sustained basis. 

                      "It seems to me that if we really are concerned about wildlife and conservation

                      and we recognize that African governments do not have the money... that we

                      ought to find enough money to put into investment so there is in perpetuity, $15

                      million to $20 million to plug the gap in countries like Kenya, Uganda and

                      Tanzania to make sure elephants are not slaughtered." 

                      The fund, which is still in the planning stages, would support wildlife

                      conservation and national parks in eastern Africa. 

                      "We've got some money from various organizations to do a feasibility study," he

                      said. 

                      He envisions a total fund of $400 million to $500 million donated from

                      corporations, governments and charities to help poverty-stricken countries save

                      dwindling animal populations. 

                      "We need to find a mechanism that is driving better conservation and better

                      performance but at the same time is a cushion for these bad times," he said. 

                      If the projects takes off, the fund could be up and running in late 2003 or early

                      2004. 

                      "The loss of the habitats that support elephants in Africa is a loss to the world

                      and I believe one needs to pick up on the idea that environmental issues are

                      global issues and there needs to be more given to keep these things going," he

                      added. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Monday, 14 October, 2002 

Norwegian whalers' determined position

               Minke whale hauled aboard a Norwegian whaling ship

               By Nick Mackie 

               in the Lofoten Isles, Norway 

               This has been a defining year for Ole Myklebust and his family fishing firm off the west coast of Norway. 

               In July, he sent a small  shipment of minke whale meat to Iceland - followed by a second consignment in

               September. 

               This was the first international trade in whale since a global  moratorium in 1988 - and it outraged foreign governments and environmentalists. 

               Myklebust dismisses them out of hand. He reminds them that many scientists accept that the minke species is not endangered. 

               But, he argues, coastal communities like his could well be if the four-month-long whaling season stopped, as families here rely on the hunt for a third of their annual incomes. 

               Best of both 

               "Whale hunting is as important as any other fishing for this local community of 1,500 inhabitants," he explains. 

               "All employment is equally important, whether generated by whaling or fishing. Whaling is part of our history and it has a great significance for this community." 

               700 km north, in the remote Lofoten Islands, the Norwegian Whalers' Union (NWU) reports that this season - mid May to early September - Norway's 35 licensed trawlers caught 634 minkes from a government-set quota of 671. 

               It has been a good year. And for 2003, the quota has been raised to 711 minke whales. 

               There's around $5,000 worth of meat on each mammal, but there's also $2,000 worth of blubber, which               Norwegians don't like.  However, over in the huge Japanese market, blubber is a much valued delicacy. 

               "That's the product that is best paid when it come to Japan," says Bjorn Bendikson, Vice President of the NWU. 

               "So if we could trade with Japan we could have the best from both countries; the best prices for the meat in Norway and the best prices for the blubber in Japan and in that matter we could get more economy out of            each whale that's been shot." 

               Toxic chemicals 

               At the local restaurant in Reine, Lofoten, whale steaks are on the grill most nights of the week. Served up with lightly steamed vegetables, dressed with a rich creamy sauce, the meat is much appreciated here. 

               Its texture is more like cow's liver than beef steak. It smells more like game. 

               But while whale is on the menu in Norway, opponents of whaling are determined to keep it off the plate in Japan. 

               Environmentalists believe that this market is so lucrative that quotas for whale hunts will increase and       hunters will be tempted to cheat. 

               Their tactic is to persuade consumers to stay clear of blubber - reminding them of all the nasty chemicals in the northern seas that are interfering with the reproductive systems of fish and polar bears. 

               "The main thing for us is to stop the Norwegian exports to Japan, which has been successful  so far by informing the Japanese consumers of  the high level of various toxins, in particular the blubber from the meat from Norway," says  Frode Pleym an Oslo based activist with  Greenpeace Norway. 

               Sustainable whaling 

               Meanwhile, here in Lofoten, whalers have a  thousand tonnes of blubber in cold storage waiting for a market. 

               It is all cut and packed into boxes of a manageable size - and these are piled sky high. 

               The locals argue that as humans eat so little whale anyway, any toxins present  should not be dangerous.

               But if the whalers cannot sell this blubber as expensive food, it could end up as inexpensive heating     oil.  While much of the world regards the whale as a creature that must be protected, to communities here on Norway's remote coast, their catch is a sustainable resource that  supplies food for the table and cash for the               bank. 

               The whalers agree that the industry was well out of order in the past - especially those ships hunting in the Antarctic that brought some species to near extinction. 

               The ban, they say, was necessary, but as far  as minke are concerned, less than 2% of the  stock is killed each year - which is well within a sustainable safety margin. 

               Political lobbies 

               So now, backed by Norway's government, they're determined to face off international opposition and get that lucrative Japanese market open for the blubber. 

               "The Norwegian government's policy is to normalise whaling," says Johan Williams, the director general at Norway's Ministry of

               Fisheries. 

               "We look upon the harvesting of whales as we look upon the harvesting of other living marine     resources which should and could be undertaken as long as it is being done on a scientifically based sustainable basis." 

               Even if Norway can win the argument about minke whale harvesting being sustainable, it is still up against a well funded political lobby that seems to regard hunting any whale as unethical - unless done by American or Russian native peoples. 

               The Norwegians complain of culinary  imperialism by countries that kill other animals, like lamb, for food. 

               And as for attacks from some governments citing a disregard for nature and the environment, the whalers are quick to respond that some of their fiercest critics are the world's biggest polluters. _______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Iceland wins whaling membership

               Iceland says it will hunt minke and fin whales

               By Emil Petrie 

               BBC environment correspondent 

              The International Whaling Commission has accepted Iceland as a full member, despite that country's plans to resume commercial hunting. 

               The commission's members voted narrowly in favour of  the move at a meeting in Cambridge, England, despite  strong objections from Britain and the United States. 

               The IWC has also allowed indigenous communities on the Bering Strait between north America and Russia to resume whaling. 

               The worldwide ban on commercial whaling has been in place since 1986. 

               At that time countries who were members of the International Whaling Commission accepted the decision, except for Iceland and Norway. 

               Iceland stopped whaling, but left the IWC in protest. 

               Norway remained inside the commission and, through tough negotiating, managed to stay as the only country hunting whales on a commercial basis. 

               Breakthrough 

               Iceland soon realised its mistake and has been trying to get the same treatment for the last 10 years.               Now it has finally made the breakthrough. 

               Iceland says it will not resume hunting until 2006, when it will catch fin and minke whales, which it says are in plentiful supply. 

               At the meeting in Cambridge in eastern England, the IWC agreed to re-instate whaling quotas for the Inupiat and Yupik communities that fish the Bering Strait  between Russia and America. 

               They were stopped from hunting after objections from  Japan, which wanted some of its coastal villages to be given the same rights. 

               But the commission has ruled only the Bering Strait  people can hunt whales again.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update –  15 October  2002
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Topical News Issues

Bishkek Global Mountain Summit
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 29 October – 1 November 2002. The world’s mountains encompass some of the most awe-inspiring landscapes, a great diversity of species and habitat types, and distinctive yet often badly disadvantaged human communities. Covering one quarter of the Earth’s land surface, mountain regions affect every single one of us in many ways. Healthy mountain ecosystems are vital not only to mountain communities, plants and animals, but also for services to lowland peoples, including clean water, energy, food, recreation, and protection from natural disasters such as avalanches and floods. Today, war, poverty, hunger, climate change and environmental degradation are threatening the web of life that mountains support. The Bishkek Global Mountain Summit will be the final global event of the 2002 United Nations International Year of Mountains. It will draw together the ideas and recommendations generated throughout the year, from all levels and sectors of society.

…The Summit is being organised by the Government of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan with the assistance of the United Nations Environment Prgramme (UNEP) and other partner organisations, including FAO, the UN agency responsible for the International Year of the Mountains. The Summit will run from 29 October to 1 November 2002 in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.
http://www.theschooldaily.com/articleView.asp?articlePK=16286
UN honours Khao Yai green village 
The Nation (Bangkok) by Pennapa Hongthong, Oct 15, 2002 - A Khao Yai community has been selected by the United Nations Development Programme as a winner of a US$30,000 (Bt1.3 million) award in recognition of its outstanding achievements in reducing poverty while preserving bio-diversity. 
The community was one of 27 throughout the world to win the award, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) announced yesterday.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=3&id=2439&usrsess=1 

________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

General environment news

EU assembly backs climate emissions trading plan

BRUSSELS - The European Parliament gave its backing to a plan that will limit the amount of “greenhouse gases" firms can emit and encourage them to buy and sell the right to pollute. Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom called the action a "major step forward towards implementing the Kyoto protocol within the EU".

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18166/story.htm
Global warming may have caused giant squid deaths

LUARCA, Spain - Global warming could be behind the mysterious deaths of giant squid off the north coast of Spain, a marine biologist said. Experts at a marine life protection centre in the northern region of Asturias said that of the 40 giant squid recorded in the area since 1962, three had been found in the past month. 

"The increased sightings of dead giant squid could be due to various factors, from (military) manoeuvres to pollution and global warming," Angel Guerra, of the Spanish Institute of Scientific Research, told Reuters as he dissected one of the squid in an attempt to establish why it had died.

The giant squid, the mythical monster of the deep that attacked Captain Nemo's Nautilus in the Jules Verne adventure "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea", is believed to lurk in cool waters at a depth of between 600 and 2,300 feet (180-700 metres). 

Scientists say warm water will cause a giant squid to rise to the surface and not be able to get back down, which is why they are probably more likely to be found in cooler water.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18158/story.htm
UK Alkane Energy launches green energy park

LONDON - UK energy group Alkane Energy opened a new energy park in north England to turn polluting methane gas into power to supply 8,000 homes and cut greenhouse gas emissions

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18167/story.htm
'GM seed spread' warning

Proposals to change controls on seeds could seriously harm wildlife, say UK Government's advisers. The proposals, drawn up by the European Commission, would set limits on the genetically-modified (GM) material allowed in conventional seed batches. 

The advisers are the British statutory nature conservation agencies - English Nature, Scottish Natural Heritage and the Countryside Council for Wales. They say the limits proposed are far too high and could adversely affect farmland species… They fear the emergence of GM "super weeds" resistant to normal herbicide doses. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2321443.stm
Master chefs feed GM foods rebellion

Paris, 13 October: France's leading cooks are in open revolt against tampering with Europe's crops and cattle

They are among the most celebrated names in the gastronomic world, kings in the kitchens of France's finest restaurants. Now, in their search for culinary perfection, the elite three-star chefs have launched a crusade for a Europe-wide ban on genetically modified crops and livestock. They fear that lax controls could threaten cherished ingredients for their famous dishes and lead to an equivalent of 'mad cow disease'.

http://observer.co.uk/international/story/0,6903,810931,00.html
Brussels, 11 October 2002: Commission proposes an ambitious roadmap for enhanced protection and conservation of marine ecosystems.

The European Commission today presented a radical new approach to protect and conserve marine ecosystems and promote sustainable use of marine resources. Responding to the threats faced by our oceans and seas, this new approach seeks to develop an integrated policy for the marine environment. As the first step towards one of the seven "thematic strategies" announced in the EU's 6th Environmental Action Programme, the final strategy will safeguard our seas for future generations. It sets out 14 ambitious objectives and outlines a number of concrete actions needed to achieve these

objectives. The Commission's initiative is an important element in delivering on the commitments made at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in particular those relating to marine protection and fisheries. It introduces an ecosystem-based approach to management, and is linked very strongly to the Commission's proposals for

the reform of the common fisheries policy.

Source: European Commission

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc
La politique agricole commune : agir aujourd'hui ou pâtir demain (LE POINT DE VUE DE FRANZ FISCHLER)

Les ministres de l'Agriculture de l'Union européenne examinent aujourd'hui les propositions de la Commission relatives à la révision à mi-parcours de la politique agricole commune (PAC). C'est l'occasion de comprendre qu'en reportant les réformes nécessaires, le secteur agricole européen marquerait un but spectaculaire contre son propre camp. 

La PAC vaut mieux que sa réputation. Il est simpliste de la charger de tous les maux du monde, de la pollution de l'environnement à la faim dans le tiers-monde, en passant par les scandales alimentaires. C'est inacceptable…

http://www.lesechos.fr/jjlec20021014/idees/articleg/1070381.htm ___________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –  08 October 2002

UNEP IN THE NEWS

www.elsoldemexico.mx
CLIMATIC EVENTS TOUCH THE MARKETS
AFECTAN A MERCADOS BURSÁTILES CAMBIOS CLIMÁTICOS MUNDIALES - Los desastres naturales causados por el actual cambio climático que sufre el planeta pueden llevar a una fuerte inestabilidad a los mercados de valores y los centros financieros de todo el mundo, señaló un informe preparado por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, destaca que pese a ese riesgo, muy pocas firmas financieras, aseguradoras y de gestión de fondos de pensión se toman en serio la gravedad del cambio. (Sol de México, p. 1-A) 
General environment news

www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-PUERTO RICO : Activists Fight Proposed Beach Hotels
SAN JUAN, Oct 8 (IPS) While local environmentalists want to conserve the unspoiled beach between the towns of Luquillo and Fajardo, the last strip of undeveloped coastline in northeastern Puerto Rico, the government and developers have other plans. 

www.tierramerica.net

COLOMBIA: Regulating Transgenics
BOGOTA - The Colombian government ordered the creation of the National Biosafety Technical Council, the first step in regulating the introduction and use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) or transgenics. 

The new council, a division of the Colombian Agricultural Institute, will be in charge of evaluating the introduction, production, trade, research, development and quality control of GMOs, as well as their potential health and environmental risks.

ARGENTINA: Classification of Garbage

BUENOS AIRES - The residents of the Argentine capital can participate, beginning this month, in a voluntary program to partially categorize their household waste, an effort promoted by the Buenos Aires government. 

The authorities are to distribute a million green plastic bags in which residents can place their paper and cardboard waste to be recycled

Glaciers

LIMA - The climatic phenomenon known as El Niño, which causes heavy rainfall and flooding along South America's Pacific coast, is accelerating the melting of glaciers in the Andes Mountains, say experts. 

In the last 30 years, the Andean glaciers have lost more than 12 billion cubic meters of ice, according to studies conducted by the Andean Institute of Glaciology and Geo-Environment. 

www.tierramerica.net
_____________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

14 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Greenland's Glaciers Crumble, Washington Post, 13/10:  Global warming is melting polar ice cap into deadly icebergs.  In recent years, some scientific surveys have shown that more icebergs are slipping into the sea, as glaciers melt faster than expected. Greenland's ice cover, which holds 10 percent of the world's ice, has been thinning, studies have shown.  Scientists are debating why this is happening, whether it's part of global warming or a local phenomenon, but they generally agree that something unusual is going on.  In some places, the coastal thinning is proceeding as fast as three feet each year. If this signals a general global warming trend, researchers worry, so much ice could melt that sea levels will rise and flood coastal cities. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has warned that water levels may increase 6 to 12 inches over the next century. They have already been rising 10 to 12 inches per century along the U.S. coast.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A18559-2002Oct12.html)

Developing Wild Lands a Bad Investment, IPS, 11/10:  The economic value of preserving natural ecosystems far outweighs the value of converting these areas to farmland, housing or other human uses, according to a recent study by the Institute for Ecological Economics at the University of Vermont.  The high value of wild nature has nothing to do with potential eco-tourist dollars but with the vital ''goods and services'' these areas provide. Among other uses, they: filter water, clean air, regulate climate, create soil, and provide an opportunity to sustainably harvest wild plants and animals, says the study published in the journal Science.  Its authors say economists have only now begun to calculate the value of these services.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=12835)

War And Its Byproducts Killing Cherished Kashmiri Lake, AP/Wall Street Journal, 14/10:  War and its attendant blights are slowly killing off Dal Lake in the Kashmir Valley.  Long treasured by travelers for its beauty, majestic surrounding hills and languid houseboat culture, it is being overwhelmed by untreated sewage and acres of aquatic weeds.  The main culprit is man-made beds of reeds and soil anchored to the lakebed to create farmland for a lakeside population of 100,000 that increasingly has been driven to farming because fighting has destroyed the tourism industry.  Environmentalists say the root of the problem is the lack of a sewage treatment plant.  (See http://online.wsj.com/article/0,4820,BT_CO_20021012_000027-search,00.html?collection=autowire/30day&vql-string=%28%28environment%29%3Cin%3E%28article%2Dbody%29%3Cor%3E%28article%2Ddoc%2Dtype%3CCONTAINS%3Eenvironment%29%29
US NEWS

Cheney Is Fulcrum of Foreign Policy, Washington Post, 13/10: In Interagency Fights, VP’s Views Often Prevail.  Vice President Cheney likes to operate discreetly, leaving the spotlight to others.  Secretary of State Colin L. Powell has an approval rating that tops the president's. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld is a media star through his frequent briefings. National security adviser Condoleezza Rice is constantly at Bush's side. But, inside the White House, Cheney and his small but powerful staff have emerged as the fulcrum of Bush's foreign policy, according to extensive interviews with officials in and outside the White House, as well as diplomats who deal with the administration.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A18257-2002Oct12.html?referer=email)

2002 Spike in California’s Air Pollution Reverses Downward Trend, LA Times, 13/10:  California has endured its worst air pollution season in several years, as inland valleys have been smothered in a pall of haze and ozone has spread to far-flung regions unaccustomed to smog.  The increase in pollution is a sharp reversal after years of improvements in air quality statewide and has renewed debate over whether California is on the right track in the fight for clean air. Officials downplay the one-year rise, partly blaming fires and heat. Others question current policy.  Air quality officials caution against making too much of one year's smog levels. They emphasize how much smog depends on fickle weather conditions, and they instead rely on long-term trends to gauge progress. Measured by that yardstick, the progress toward clean air is indisputable.  (See http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-me-smog13oct13004428,0,7379009.story?coll=la%2Dnews%2Dscience)

U.S. Eases Way for West to Control Big Volumes of Water, NY Times, 13/10:  The Bush administration has opened the way for Western states to gain control over enormous volumes of water previously claimed by the federal government. That would shift the balance in a long battle over control of a scarce resource.  (See 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/13/national/13WATE.html?ex=1035599791&ei=1&en=d696e935ae36dd7c
Ozone found to harm young lungs, Sacramento Bee, 14/10:  Research with infant monkeys at the University of California, Davis, suggests that the lungs of young primates are permanently changed by inhaling high concentrations of ozone. Even giving them pristine air doesn't reverse the damage.  Although the monkeys breathed levels of ozone amounts akin to the pollution of Mexico City -- and monkeys aren't people -- the scientists said their findings have unmistakable implications for the average Californian.  The scientists found that repeated exposure to dust mites caused allergic reactions similar to asthma, and that the reactions were exacerbated by ozone exposure.  The damage might even shorten the life span.  (See http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/story/4792242p-5805921c.html)

CANADIAN NEWS

Canada and Kyoto Protocol:  Government issues preliminary study of economic impact of Protocol and media react, based on political and economic leanings: 

Kyoto's impact on Canada could be minimal, study says, Toronto Star, 12/10:  Slight economic costs, no loss of existing jobs and no disproportionate impact on Alberta, says a study done for the federal government.  The economy would grow by about 16 per cent by 2010 with Kyoto implementation, compared to 18 per cent under a business-as-usual scenario, according to one model made public yesterday.  The economy would produce 1.26 million new jobs by 2010 with Kyoto as opposed to 1.32 million under the status quo — about 60,000 fewer jobs over eight years. (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026146322463&call_page=TS_Canada&call_pageid=968332188774&call_pagepath=News/Canada)

Kyoto will cost jobs, Ottawa predicts, Toronto Globe and Mail, 12/10:  The Kyoto Protocol will likely cost Canada more than 60,000 jobs over eight years, according to economic projections released by Ottawa yesterday, but opponents of the accord believe the federal government is low-balling the true impact of the treaty.  Projections released by Ottawa officials at a media briefing say the treaty will probably cost Canada between 60,000 and 90,000 jobs over the next eight years, with the 60,000-job range most likely. Those are jobs that otherwise would have been created if Canada didn't meet Kyoto fossil-fuel emission-reduction targets.  Environment Minister David Anderson said the estimates don't include the economic benefits of Kyoto, which are hard to calculate, but said yesterday's numbers prove there will be a minimal job impact on Canada.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Kyoto could cost 244,000 jobs, Financial Post, 12/10:  Federal study of climate accord reveals huge scale of economic damage, costing the Canadian economy as many as a quarter of a million jobs, and $21-billion in output, by the end of the decade.  Federal officials predicted the accord could mean between 61,000 and 244,000 fewer jobs by 2010. They also forecast the accord could mean gross domestic product would be between 0.4% ($5-billion) and 1.6% ($21-billion) lower than expected by the same year.  The federal document argued that the 244,000 job figure and 1.6% drop in GDP growth was a worst-case scenario. Officials said the lower figures were more likely.  Private-sector estimates place the cost of implementing Kyoto at 450,000 jobs by 2010, and $4.5-billion annually.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/components/printstory/printstory.asp?id=8b238cf7-1382-4a1f-b3a5-d1ecc5ad2aca)
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General in China

           This morning, the Secretary-General was in Hangzhou, China, where he received an honorary doctorate at

     Zhejiang University and delivered an address, rallying Chinese youth to fight the spread of AIDS, both nationally and

     worldwide.

           “The truth is”, he told the students and faculty bluntly, “that today China stands on the brink of an explosive

     AIDS epidemic”.  He told the young audience, “Confronting AIDS is a point of pride, not a source of shame”.  He

     pledged that the United Nations family would work with them “every step of the way”.

           At mid-day, he flew from Hangzhou to Beijing, where he met with his Special Envoy for Myanmar, Razali

     Ismail.  He and Razali then went to the Great Hall of the People to meet with President Jiang Zemin.

           They discussed globalization, terrorism, the Arab-Israeli conflict, tensions between India and Pakistan and the

     threat of military action against Iraq.

           On Iraq, the Secretary-General said the situation was a challenge but also an opportunity.  Handled correctly,

     it could strengthen international law and the United Nations.

           Finally, the Secretary-General referred to his speech on AIDS earlier in the day.  He thanked the President for

     his leadership on the issue, but added that leadership was needed at all levels.

           The President responded that China was ready to work actively on the disease and expressed his hope that a

     way could be found to cure it.

           Asked afterward whether he had discussed Iraq with the President, he said, “Iraq came up, but we didn’t

     discuss resolutions”.  He added that he thought the Security Council would discuss Iraq this week, saying, “I’m sure

     there will be a resolution”.

           The Secretary-General, accompanied by Special Envoy Razali, then met for an hour and a half with Foreign

     Minister Tang Jiaxuan, in discussions that started with Iraq, and efforts by the Security Council to agree on a

     resolution regarding the return of weapon inspectors to that country.  They also touched on the Middle East,

     Afghanistan and India and Pakistan.

           Razali then briefed the Minister on his efforts to promote reconciliation in Myanmar between the Government

     and the opposition.

           The Secretary-General again raised the issue of AIDS, and the Minister referred to the good discussion the

     Secretary-General had had with the President.  The Secretary-General also mentioned relations on the Korean

     Peninsula and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.

           The Minister then hosted a dinner in honour of the Secretary-General and his wife Nane, at which their

     substantive discussions continued, including on UN reform.  The Minister then surprised Nane with a cake for her

     birthday.

           Earlier in the day, Nane Annan visited a traditional neighbourhood in East Beijing where 2,700 residents

     recently voted in Beijing’s first democratic, multi-candidate community elections, ahead of similar elections planned

     citywide.  She praised the involvement of both men and women, as well as migrant residents, in the elections.  All nine

     candidates elected to the new Neighbourhood Committee were women, including the new director.

           She added that she was pleased that the United Nations was working with the community on the participation

     of women as well as to stem violence against women.  “I do believe the two issues are related”, she said.  “To fight

     violence, women have to be empowered.”

           **Secretary-General's report on HIV/AIDS

           Available on the racks today is the Secretary-General's report on progress towards the implementation of the

     Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS.  The report is based on responses to a questionnaire sent to Member States

     to establish a baseline against which future progress can be measured.  Amongst the recommendations, the

     Secretary-General urges Member States to develop and implement national strategic plans and asks the international

     community to assist those countries which do not have sufficient resources.  He also suggests that the General

     Assembly might want to devote at least one day during the

      58th session to the discussion of HIV/AIDS.

           The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General, which we put out Friday

     evening:

           "The Secretary-General welcomes the resumption of the peace talks between the Government of Sudan and

     the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) in Machakos, Kenya on 14 October 2002, under the auspices of the

     Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).  He urges both sides to resume the negotiations in earnest and

     build on the progress made in July to reach agreement on a comprehensive settlement of the conflict that has brought

     untold misery to the people of Sudan and devastation to the country."

           "The Secretary-General, once again, commends the tireless efforts of the Government of Kenya in leading this

     important regional peace initiative on behalf of IGAD.  He reiterates his appreciation for the sustained effort of IGAD

     countries for peace in Sudan.  He will continue to be in touch with the parties and the leaders of the IGAD countries,

     and has asked his Special Adviser, Mr. Mohamed Sahnoun, to represent him at Machakos."

           "The Secretary-General reiterates the support of the United Nations to the IGAD effort for Sudan and stands

     ready to assist in the implementation of a peace agreement."

           **Bali Attack

           The Secretary-General was shocked and horrified to hear of the car bomb attack that took place on Saturday

     night in Bali, Indonesia, which killed at least 188 people and wounded scores of others.

           In a statement we issued yesterday, the Secretary-General reiterated his "utter condemnation of all such

     indiscriminate attacks on civilians.  They violate all accepted standards of morality, as well as national and

     international law, and cannot be justified by any cause or ideology."

           The Secretary-General expressed his most sincere wishes for a speedy recovery to those injured in this

     "brutal and inhuman attack", and expressed his solidarity and sympathy with their anxious and grieving family

     members and friends.  He is writing to the President of Indonesia.

           "Such tragic events underscore the importance of cooperation by all States in the struggle against terrorism

     and to defend human rights, freedom and the rule of law", he said.

           That was the message the Secretary-General stressed when he met today with Chinese President Jiang

     Zemin in Beijing, telling him that the attack highlighted the need to cooperate to defeat the scourge of terrorism.

           Earlier today, High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello issued a statement calling

     terrorism “an affront to our common humanity” and “the most base violation of our fundamental human rights”.

           Among those at risk in this attack were a number of members of our peacekeeping operation in Timor-Leste

     (UNMISET), many of whom pass through Bali on their way to and from Dili, or visit the island while on leave.  At the

     time of the attack, up to 155 UNMISET personnel were reported to be in or transiting through Bali.

           According to reports received this morning from the field, two military members of UNMISET remain

     unaccounted for, while seven of our personnel, including two military officers and five civilian police, were injured in the

     explosion.  Three of our personnel –- two civilian police and a military officer –- have suffered serious burns.  In the

     other four cases, the injuries were relatively minor.  UNMISET has sent out a small assistance team consisting of a

     chaplain, a stress counsellor and logistics personnel to assist UNMISET staff and to facilitate their quick return to

     Timor-Leste.

           During the weekend, the Secretariat was in constant communication with UNMISET to find out the latest

     information, and we have also remained in contact with the Permanent Missions of troop-contributing countries to keep

     them informed. We will continue to follow this situation closely.

           **Security Council

           There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

           At 3 p.m., there is a meeting of the Security Council Sanctions Committee regarding the situation in Angola. 

     That committee is chaired by Ambassador Richard Ryan of Ireland.  The latest report by the Angola sanctions

     monitoring group will be introduced and the Chairman will be available to speak to reporters after the meeting.

           Last Friday, at the conclusion of an open meeting on small arms, the Council held consultations and decided

     to hold an open debate on Iraq on Wednesday.  The UN Secretariat has begun compiling a list of speakers for that

     meeting.

           On the racks today is a letter from the Security Council President to the Secretary-General, reacting to his

     letter last month that forwarded 17 nominations to fill the 11 seats for permanent judges on the International Criminal

     Tribunal for Rwanda.  The existing terms for those judges end on March 24 of next year.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           We reported to you on Friday that a UN humanitarian team was making its way to Bouaké in Côte d’Ivoire to

     assess the needs of the people following fighting between Government troops and rebels.

           A member of that team, upon return to Abidjan over the weekend in a preliminary assessment, reported that

     Bouaké was a ghost city with enormous needs.

           There is little food on the market, and most people who remained said they wanted to leave.

           We expect to have a fuller report from the humanitarian mission soon.

           **DRC

           In a statement released today in Kinshasa, the UN mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo strongly

     deplores the renewal of the fighting in the eastern part of the DRC.

           These clashes, which are taking place notably in the towns of Uvira, Bunia and Mambasa, are putting the

     ongoing peace process at risk at the time when the withdrawal of foreign troops from the country should be leading to

     the conclusion of the inter-Congolese dialogue.

           The renewed fighting, which involves elements of the Mai Mai as well as various rebel groups, is having

     incalculable humanitarian consequences, with many civilians fleeing the towns where the fighting is occurring.

           A copy of the statement, in French, is available upstairs.

           **Angola

           Chaired by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Angola, Ibrahim Gambari, the Joint

     Commission for the implementation of the pending tasks of the Lusaka Protocol held an ordinary session this morning

     in Luanda.

           At the end of the meeting, Gambari told the media that the UNITA delegation had handed him a list with the

     names they had appointed as members of the Government, provincial administration and embassy posts.

           Gambari said that he was optimistic about the development of the work.

           We have a transcript of his press encounter upstairs.

           **Larsen

           During a one-day visit to Beirut today, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed

     Larsen, met with Lebanon’s President Emile Lahoud, Speaker Nabih Berri, Prime Minister Rafic Hariri and Foreign

     Minister Mahmoud Hammoud. 

           During these “tête-a-tête” meetings, Mr. Roed Larsen discussed issues related to the situation in the Middle

     East in general as well as the situation in Lebanon, including the water issue in south Lebanon.

           **Myanmar report

           On the racks is the latest report from Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, the UN Human Rights Commission’s Special

     Rapporteur on Myanmar.

           In his report, which is based on his activities in the first half of this year, Pinheiro says that Myanmar society

     is at the threshold of great changes and is becoming more sensitive to the moral and practical need to move at a faster

     pace than before towards a democratic, tolerant and peaceful future.

           **ICTY

           The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia has unsealed its amended indictment against

     Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic.  That indictment, filed in May of 2000, consolidated two previous indictments

     against Karadzic, leaving only the most serious charges -- including genocide, crimes against humanity and war

     crimes -– against him.

           **Budget

           Morocco today became the 108th Member State to pay its 2002 regular budget contribution in full with a

     payment of almost $500,000.

           **Signings

           This morning, Hungary became the 55th country to ratify the International Convention for the Suppression of

     the Financing of Terrorism, and South Africa signed the Protocol on firearms supplementing the UN Convention against

     Transnational Organized Crime.

           And that's the lot from me, any questions before we go to Richard?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Concerning the recent negotiations in Baghdad, a misunderstanding seems to have popped up on

     what exactly was agreed on.  Did the UN delegation use the technique of having a laptop computer to immediately

     input whatever was agreed to, then to immediately print it and hand the text across the table in an effort to maximize

     understanding?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I'm certainly not aware that we use a computer to do that, but if you have questions

     regarding the methods used, I suggest that you talk to UNMOVIC or IAEA spokesmen on these issues, they might

     have more information on that.

           Question:  What's the response on the Daily News exclusive, old or new news, regarding Kurt Waldheim's

     pension?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I've seen that article this morning, and I think that Fred Eckhard was asked this question

     last week.  He said that the decision regarding the Secretary-Generals' pensions, as well as their salaries, are decided

     by the General Assembly, so it's up to the General Assembly,

     191 members, to make a decision on that.

           Question:  Do you know why the General Assembly hasn't moved on it?

           Deputy Spokesman: Well, we have the GA spokesman here, so maybe you can address that question to him.

           Question:  What happened regarding the two men that jumped over the wall this weekend?

           Deputy Spokesman:  For those of you who maybe haven't heard the story, shortly after midnight on Saturday,

     a UN security officer who was watching over one of the expanded posts that was set up after the shooting incident that

     took place here one week earlier, saw two young men jumping the fence outside the UN headquarters near 47th

     Street, and security officers responded right away to the fence-jumping and apprehended these two men, both age 22,

     who said they just intended to come over to take a photo of each other.  They were turned over to the local police and

     charged with criminal trespass.  Security informed us that the creation of the expanded posts at the fence following the

     shooting incident enabled the officers to respond immediately to the latest fence jumping, and I'm not aware whether

     these two men have been released or are still in custody; I'm not quite sure.

           Question:  Why didn't the Secretary-General and Jiang Zemin discuss resolutions?

           Deputy Spokesman: As we know, no resolution has been tabled in the Security Council, so there's no

     resolution to discuss.

           Question:  Has the Lebanese Government delivered to the UN the analysis of its right to take water from that

     river?

           Deputy Spokesman: I think the best person to talk to would be Stéphane in my office, and he can give you

     more information on that.

           Okay, Richard?

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon. In a statement released to the press today, General Assembly President Kavan condemns

     and is outraged by the terrorist attack that claimed the lives of so many innocent civilians in Indonesia, in Bali.  He

     calls on all States to fight terrorism, and says such attacks cannot be excused for any reason or by any ideology.

           President Kavan hopes for a swift investigation and punishment of those responsible in these attacks.

           Today the General Assembly plenary takes up the report of the Security Council on the question of equitable

     representation on and increase of membership in the Security Council and related matters.  In the report of the

     open-ended working group, this is a joint debate.

           The President of the Security Council introduced the report of the Security Council and the Assembly is

     expected to take note of the report at the end of this debate.  The joint debate is expected to conclude tomorrow and

     at present, just before this briefing, some 87 members were listed to speak.

           The First Committee discusses disarmament and related international security items, and the Second

     Committee is starting discussion on sectoral policy questions, industrial development cooperation, and preventing

     corrupt practices and illicit transfer of funds.

           The Third Committee continues discussion on the follow-up to the outcome of the special session on children

     and the promotion and protection of their rights, and the Fifth Committee takes up the scale of assessments and

     programme budget for 2003.

           Today there is a round table on the outer space treaty at 35.  That's at 1:15 in Conference Room 4, and media

     are invited to attend.  Any questions?

           Question: Would you like to address the question regarding the GA's decision on the salary and pensions of

     Kurt Waldheim?

           Spokesman: I don't have any further information on that.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________________________



M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Bali bomb attack

*
In China, Annan denounces blast, calls for cooperation in anti-terror fight

*
UN rights official deplores attack, pledges support for anti-terrorism fight
*
UN reports seven of its personnel injured in Bali attack

*
Shocked by deadly attack in Bali, Annan calls for joint efforts to fight terror
Other news

*
On brink of explosive AIDS epidemic, China must take preventive action, Annan says

*
Annan calls for 50 per cent increase in annual spending to fight HIV/AIDS

*
UN deplores renewed fighting in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo

*
Angola: UNITA proposes nominees for positions in Government to UN

*
UN envoy discusses Middle East situation with senior Lebanese officials in Beirut

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN humanitarian team reports Bouaké a ‘ghost city’

*
Up to 15 million in Horn of Africa could face starvation, UN relief official warns

*
Annan welcomes resumption of peace talks in Sudan

*
Myanmar: UN human rights expert urges fundamental political change 

*
UN tribunal unseals indictment against Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic

*
Somalis should adopt humanitarian principles at upcoming peace talks, UN says

*
UN official urges attention to least developed, landlocked and small island States 

*
Poor countries must be able to provide safe medicines, UN health agency says

*
Weapons race in outer space would divert resources from development – UN official

* * * *

Secretary-General/China

14 October – In China for an official visit, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today denounced a bomb blast over the weekend in Bali, Indonesia, that killed more than 180 people at a nightclub and called for cooperation in the fight against terrorism.

The Secretary-General told reporters after a meeting with President Jiang Zemin that the “brutal and inhumane” act underscored the importance of the work of the UN Security Council in fighting terror. All countries must “come together to share information, to decide not to support terrorists, not to give them financial support, not to give them safety, not to give them comfort,” he said.

Asked about Iraq, the Secretary-General said that it came up during his meeting with the Chinese President, “but we didn’t discuss resolutions.” He added that he thought the Security Council would discuss Iraq this week, saying, “I’m sure there will be a resolution.”

During the Secretary-General’s meeting with President Jiang, which also included Mr. Annan’s Special Envoy for Myanmar, Razali Ismail, the officials discussed globalization, terrorism, the Arab-Israeli conflict, tensions between India and Pakistan, and the threat of military action against Iraq, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

On Iraq, the Secretary-General told President Jiang the situation was a challenge but also an opportunity. Handled correctly, it could strengthen international law and the United Nations, the spokesperson reported Mr. Annan as saying. The Secretary-General also referred to his speech on AIDS earlier in the day in Hangzhou, thanking the President for his work on the issue, but adding that leadership was needed at all levels.

Mr. Jiang responded that China was ready to work actively on the disease and expressed his hope that a way could be found to cure it.

The Secretary-General, accompanied by Mr. Razali, then met for 90 minutes with Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan for talks that started with the subject of Iraq and efforts by the Security Council to agree on a resolution regarding the return of weapon inspectors to that country, the spokesperson said. They also touched on the Middle East, Afghanistan, and India and Pakistan.

The Special Envoy then briefed Mr. Tang on his efforts to promote reconciliation in Myanmar between the Government and the opposition.

The Secretary-General again raised the issue of AIDS, and the Minister referred to the good discussion Mr. Annan had had with the President, according to the spokesperson. The Secretary-General also mentioned relations on the Korean Peninsula and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.

The substantive discussions continued at a dinner hosted by the Minister in honour of the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane. During the dinner, the Minister surprised Mrs. Annan with a cake for her birthday.

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Annan visited a traditional neighbourhood in east Beijing, where 2,700 residents recently voted in the capital’s first democratic, multi-candidate community elections, ahead of similar elections planned citywide. She praised the involvement of both men and women, as well as migrant residents, in the polls. All nine candidates elected to the new Neighbourhood Committee were women, including the new director.

The Secretary-General’s wife added that she was pleased that the UN was working with the community on increasing the participation of women and stemming violence against them. “I do believe the two issues are related,” she said. “To fight violence, women have to be empowered.”

* * *
Bali attack

14 October – The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights today voiced his strong condemnation of Saturday’s deadly attack in Bali, Indonesia, and pledged his full support for efforts to root out terrorism.


 “Without the right to life, talk of basic human security and dignity holds little meaning,”
Sergio Vieira de Mello said in a statement released in Geneva, noting that at least 188 innocent people were killed in the bombing and many more wounded, giving rise to fears that the death toll could increase still further. 

“Terrorism, and the infliction of such misery on innocents, is an affront to our common humanity: it is the most base violation of our fundamental human rights,” he said. “As High Commissioner, I will be the strongest possible ally in the international community’s united prosecution of terrorism and in our defence of universal, indivisible human rights and the rule of law.”

Mr. Vieira de Mello also extended his sympathies to “all the victims and loved ones of this appalling crime” as well as Indonesia and all those countries whose compatriots were among the dead. 

On Sunday, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan voiced his “utter condemnation” of the attack, which he said underscored the need for all States to cooperate in the struggle against terrorism.
* * *

Bali attack: UNMISET


14 October – Seven United Nations personnel were injured by the terrorist blast that rocked Bali, Indonesia, over the weekend, according to a spokesperson for the world body.

Citing reports from the field, UN spokesperson Hua Jiang told the press in New York that three of those injured – two civilian police and a military officer – “have suffered serious burns” while the other four endured injuries described as “relatively minor.” In addition, two military members of the mission remain unaccounted for.


All those wounded were serving with the UN peacekeeping mission in Timor-Leste, known as UNMISET. Personnel from the mission often pass through Bali on their way to and from the capital, Dili, or visit the island while on leave. At the time of the attacks, up to 155 UNMISET personnel were reported to be in, or transiting through, Bali.


UNMISET has sent a small team, consisting of a chaplain, a stress counsellor and a logistics officer to assist the mission’s staff in Bali and facilitate their quick return to Timor-Leste.


In a related development, the President of the UN General Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, today added his voice to other UN officials condemning the attack, including Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who today denounced it as “brutal and inhumane.”

Mr. Kavan called on all States to fight terrorism, and said such attacks “cannot be excused for any reason or by any ideology,” according to his spokesman, who added that the President “hopes for a swift investigation and punishment of those responsible.”

* * * 

Bali attack
13 October – Reacting with shock to the news of last night’s deadly car bombing in Bali, Indonesia, which killed at least 180 people and wounded scores of others, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the attack and stressed the need for joint efforts in the fight against terrorism. 

“[The Secretary-General] wishes to express, once again, his utter condemnation of all such indiscriminate attacks on civilians,” a spokesman for the Secretary-General said in a statement. “They violate all accepted standards of morality, as well as national and international law, and cannot be justified by any cause or ideology.” 

“Such tragic events underscore the importance of cooperation by all States in the struggle against terrorism and to defend human rights, freedom and the rule of law,” the statement said.

* * *
Secretary-General/China

13 October – Standing on the brink of an explosive AIDS epidemic, China must take action to prevent a massive further spread of the deadly disease, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today as he kicked off his official visit to the country.

“China is facing a decisive moment. How you deal with this challenge will determine not only the size of the epidemic, but whether you will be able to prevent all the other destruction that AIDS brings in its wake,” the Secretary-General said in an address to Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, where he received an honorary doctorate.

Mr. Annan noted that over the past few years, the HIV virus has spread to more and more parts of the country. While most of the infections have happened through unsafe procedures for paid blood collections or needle sharing by injecting drug users, transmission through sex has been rapidly gaining momentum.

Experience has shown, however, that the disease can be turned back, but only with a coordinated response from all sectors of society, the Secretary-General said. “It requires leadership at every level,” he stressed. “It requires breaking the silence and stigma that surrounds the disease. And it requires young people like you to be at the forefront of the struggle.”

The Secretary-General said that given the necessary support, young people can be empowered to protect themselves against the virus. “By giving you honest and straightforward information, we can break the circle of silence across all society,” he said. “By creating effective campaigns for education and prevention, we can turn young people’s enthusiasm, drive and dreams for the future into powerful tools for tackling the epidemic.”

Young people can lead the fight against AIDS by putting out the message that confronting the disease is a point of pride, not a source of shame; by demonstrating that just as the virus can be spread by the actions of just one individual, so the actions of one individual can help to stop it, Mr. Annan added.

“The task of spreading that message across China is huge; but young people do not usually shy away from huge challenges,” he said. “Quite the opposite – they are drawn to them.”

Following his address, the Secretary-General left for Beijing, where he held separate meetings with President Jiang Zemin and Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan.

* * * 
HIV/AIDS

14 October – With funding for the global response to HIV/AIDS still grossly inadequate, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on countries to increase their spending by at least 50 per cent for the next three years in order to fight the epidemic effectively.

In report to the UN General Assembly on progress towards the implementation of the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, Mr. Annan says only such a steady increase would allow the international community to meet its target of $10 billion by 2005. Present global spending is about one third the amount required to meet that goal.

Unless the global response to HIV/AIDS was strengthened, Mr. Annan warns, there would be 45 million new infections between 2002 and 2010, 28 million of which could be averted with adequate resources.

The Secretary General says that since HIV/AIDS had more impact on low- and middle-income countries, global research priorities and funding devoted to the epidemic should reflect that disproportionate impact. “In particular,” he writes, “the search for a safe and effective preventive vaccine must be given an urgent global priority, with greater investments being made by the public and private sectors in developed and developing countries.”

According to his report, of the millions who live with HIV/AIDS in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, only 60,000 currently receive antiretroviral drugs, treatment which slows down the onset of AIDS and prolongs the lives of infected people. Meanwhile, people living with HIV/AIDS lacked sufficient access to a wide range of medical services, “including palliative care, prevention and the treatment of HIV-related opportunistic infections.”

The report also calls for stronger efforts to increase access to HIV/AIDS treatment in countries where resources are limited and urges Member States to develop and implement a national strategic plan and integrate HIV/AIDS into their development and poverty reduction strategies. While most countries had already developed those strategies, their implementation has been impeded by a lack of resources and technical capacity.

The report identifies a number of key priorities where urgent attention is needed, including the urgent enactment of laws that would protect the human rights of people living with HIV/AIDS, as well as a comprehensive strategy to support orphans and young people affected by the epidemic.

* * *

DRC


14 October – The United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) today strongly deplored renewed fighting in the eastern part of the country.

In a statement released in Kinshasa, MONUC warned that the clashes, which are taking place notably in the towns of Uvira, Bunia and Mambasa, are putting at risk the ongoing peace process at a time when the withdrawal of foreign troops from the country should be leading to the conclusion of the Inter-Congolese Dialogue. 

The renewed fighting, which involves elements of the Maï- Maï as well various rebel groups, is having “incalculable humanitarian consequences,” with many civilians fleeing the towns where the fighting is occurring, the Mission said. It called on all parties to immediately end the violence and reaffirming its willingness to help them return as soon as possible to the path of dialogue.

* * *

Angola

14 October – The Secretary General’s Special Representative for Angola today confirmed that the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) had carried out one of the pending tasks of the Lusaka Protocol by submitting to him a list of nominees for appointments to positions in Government.

Speaking to the press in Luanda after a session of the Joint Commission for the implementation of the pending tasks of the Lusaka Protocol, Ibrahim Gambari voiced optimism about the progress being made and said he would transmit the names of UNITA nominees to the Angolan Government. 

The meeting mandated the envoy to draw up a programme for the rest of the work of the Joint Commission following consultations with the two sides and the observer States. “The item we are dealing with right now is the broad areas of national reconciliation,” Mr. Gambari said. 

He added that the Angolan Government has agreed to send him documents which confirm that its Executive Council has approved the implementation of the obligations agreed to in the Memorandum of Commitment and the Lusaka Protocol. As part of those obligations, said Mr. Gambari, the Government handed over a set of keys to five houses to the UNITA delegation.

Today’s meeting also authorized the UN to hold consultations with a wide segment of Angolan society and solicit views on national reconciliation. Mr. Gambari said it was also agreed that all delegations were free to raise any problems which might impede the implementation of the Memorandum of Commitment.

“We are going to go item by item in terms of the Memorandum of Commitment in the context of Lusaka,” he said, adding that he would only be guided by “realistic deadlines and not artificial delays” in the performance of his tasks.

The Lusaka Protocol, which forms the basis for the Angola peace process, was signed in 1994 by the Government and the UNITA. It broke down in 1999, leading to the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in April 2000 which covers the military aspects omitted by the Lusaka Protocol, such as the quartering of UNITA soldiers, destruction of their weapons, a blanket amnesty for crimes committed and the provision of assistance to the families of about 300,000 UNITA forces.

In August 2000, the Memorandum of Commitment, which formally considers UNITA a part of the Angolan Government, was signed to strengthen the MOU.

* * *
Middle East

14 October – The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, today discussed the current Middle East situation with senior Lebanese officials in Beirut.

Mr. Roed-Larsen met with Lebanon’s President, Emile Lahoud, Speaker Nabih Berri, Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and Foreign Minister Mahmoud Hammoud, according to a UN spokesperson.

During these “tête-à-tête” meetings, Mr. Roed-Larsen “discussed issues related to the situation in the Middle East in general as well as the situation in Lebanon, including the water issue in south Lebanon,” spokesperson Hua Jiang told the press in New York.

* * * 

Côte d’Ivoire

14 October – The city of Bouaké, Côte d’Ivoire, where government troops have been fighting rebels, is a “ghost town” with enormous relief aid requirements, according to a United Nations humanitarian team that travelled there to assess the needs of the residents.

The UN team went to Bouaké on Friday following fighting between government troops and rebels.

One team member, after returning to Abidjan over the weekend, reported in a preliminary assessment that there was little food on the market, and most people who remained have expressed a desire to leave.

The advance team, consisting of the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP), arrived in the capital, Yamoussoukro, on Tuesday, before heading to Bouaké.

The team’s findings will serve as a basis for developing a common multi-disciplinary response to the crisis from the humanitarian community in Côte d’Ivoire, according to OCHA.

* * *
Horn of Africa

14 October – Up to 15 million people in Ethiopia and Eritrea could face famine conditions in the coming months, spelling a massive crisis for Africa when coupled with the 14 million in the southern part of the continent already dealing with hunger and food shortages, a senior United Nations relief official said today in New York.

“If you combine these two figures, you are talking about quite an enormous number,” Kenzo Oshima, the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, said at a press briefing on his just-concluded mission to the Horn of Africa, where he visited Ethiopia, Eritrea and the Sudan. “The magnitude of the financial and logistical requirements of these two emergencies combined will present an enormous challenge in the coming months in Africa.”

Mr. Oshima said that Ethiopia and Eritrea have been once again struck by serious drought, leading to enormous humanitarian needs this year. “It will lessen next year, [but] if the worse case scenario prevails, we may be having a humanitarian crisis similar to the scale of the disaster we are now witnessing right now in southern Africa,” he warned.

In both countries, the Relief Coordinator went to areas traditionally known as breadbasket regions where the erratic rain this year has caused almost complete crop failure. “The maize, the sorghum and other crops are either wilted or stunted and bearing no fruit, no crop, no grain – they are almost lost,” he said. Farmers have tried planting again and again, but rain came either too little or too late, and there was very little hope of reaping the crop that is on the ground.

Last Monday, the UN and the Government of Ethiopia launched an appeal seeking 273,000 tons of food to meet the immediate needs of some 6 million Ethiopians until the end of the year, Mr. Oshima said. Next year poses greater uncertainty, with experts predicting anywhere from 6 to 10 million people being affected by the food shortages.

* * *

Sudan


14 October – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has welcomed the resumption of peace talks between the Government of the Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) set to open today in Machakos, Kenya.

In a statement released by his spokesman late Friday, Mr. Annan urged both sides to resume in earnest their negotiations, which are being organized under the auspices of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). The two parties were also called on to build on the progress made in July towards a comprehensive settlement of the conflict “that has brought untold misery to the people of the Sudan and devastation to the country.”

The Secretary-General commended the “tireless efforts” of the Kenyan Government in leading the peace initiative, and pledged to keep in touch with the parties and the leaders of the IGAD countries. Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser, Mohamed Sahnoun, will represent the Secretary-General at Machakos. 

“The Secretary-General reiterates the support of the United Nations to the IGAD effort for the Sudan and stands ready to assist in the implementation of a peace agreement,” the spokesman said.

* * *

Myanmar


14 October – In order to secure the human rights of its citizens, Myanmar must achieve national reconciliation and the political transition to democracy, a United Nations expert says in a report released today at UN Headquarters in New York.

The report of the UN Special Rapporteur, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, points to a number of positive developments in Myanmar, including the release of more political prisoners, but warns that “recent mellowing on the political front has not and could not possibly bring about significant improvements to the complex human rights and humanitarian situation; this is only feasible in the context of a sustainable process of political transition and national reconciliation.”

In order to achieve a credible democratic political transition, Myanmar must meet four fundamental conditions, according to the report. These are the inclusion of all components of society in political dialogue, the release of all political prisoners, the lifting of restrictions on political parties and groups, and the holding of free elections.

Citing the experience of other countries, Mr. Pinheiro says the possibilities for reconciliation and democratization in Myanmar must “be handled with great care and generosity.” The international community, he adds, “should start thinking about options to strengthen contributions from its various actors in the context of principled engagement with key players in the country.”

Looking to the broader context of international cooperation, he warns against “viewing the complex process as a struggle between good and evil,” and notes that with the international community engaged in the struggle against terrorism, “there is a tendency on the part of some nations to put human rights, the right to development and democracy in the back seat.” 


The Special Rapporteur also cites ongoing reports of human rights violations, especially in areas where military operations continue. These include counter-insurgency operations which have reportedly affected hundreds of villages in Shan and Karen states and the forcible transfer of populations in Shan state. “Asylum-seekers continue to move into Thailand, a symptom of a complex internal situation which is essentially man-made and whose roots are as economic as they are political,” he says.


The report recommends that the UN begin considering an enhanced or reoriented role in some of the areas that could facilitate the transition process, including helping Myanmar to ratify human rights treaties and supporting improvements in the administration of justice. 

* * *
ICTY

14 October – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has unsealed its indictment against Radovan Karadzic, charging the former Bosnian Serb leader with only the most serious counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

A Tribunal judge ordered on Friday that the indictment against Mr. Karadzic be unsealed following a request from the Office of the Prosecutor, the UN court said today.

In May 2000, the Prosecutor consolidated the charges contained in two earlier indictments against Mr. Karadzic, reducing their total number and leaving only the most serious counts. The move was taken because, in the Prosecutor’s view, “the amendments were more in keeping with the current charging practices of the Office of the Prosecutor and reflected the evolving jurisprudence of the Tribunal,” the court said.

Moreover, the Prosecutor believed the amended indictment would allow her Office to move more quickly to trial if Mr. Karadzic was arrested. It also facilitates joinder of his case with other indictments against the Bosnian Serb political leadership, according to the Tribunal.

Mr. Karadzic is charged with one count each of genocide, complicity in genocide, and wilful killing as grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions. He is also accused of five counts of crimes against humanity and three counts of violations of the laws or customs of war.

Mr. Karadzic was first charged, along with Bosnian Serb Gen. Ratko Mladic, in 1995 with 16 counts of genocide and other war crimes, including the taking of UN peacekeepers as hostages in Sarajevo and using them as human shields. Later that November, the Prosecutor filed a second indictment against both leaders, charging Mr. Karadzic with another 21 counts, including murder.

The amended indictment does not affect the charges against General Mladic.

* * * 

Somalia

14 October – On the eve of Somali peace and reconciliation talks set to start tomorrow in Eldoret, Kenya, the United Nations is calling on those attending to adopt a set of humanitarian principles which would facilitate the delivery of relief supplies in the war-ravaged nation, where insecurity is blocking aid efforts. 

A statement issued today in Nairobi by the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office for Somalia underscored that the country’s leaders must understand their responsibilities in guaranteeing human rights to hundreds of thousands of Somalis “in desperate need of food, water, shelter and basic security.”

“The UN calls on Somalis to ensure all rights and freedoms laid down in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 1981 African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and all relevant international legal instruments on human rights, refugees, internally displaced persons and humanitarian law,” according to the statement, released in advance of the conference being organized by the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD).

In return for that guarantee, the UN pledges that international agencies would be impartial, proportional, accountable and transparent in their delivery of assistance to Somalis. The agencies would also seek out local partners and be sensitive to local culture, laws and customs, while supporting Somali efforts aimed at achieving peace and reconciliation.

Fighting in parts of northeastern and southern Somalia as well as a series of kidnapping in Mogadishu have curtailed UN and other humanitarian operations over the past year.

* * *

LDCs

14 October – A senior United Nations official has issued a strong call for renewed attention to the world’s most vulnerable groups of nations – least developed countries, landlocked developing countries (LDCs) and small island developing States.

The Programme of Action for the LDCs adopted at a conference in Brussels in May 2001 “provides a real opportunity” for promoting economic growth and sustainable development, Anwarul K. Chowdhury, UN Under-Secretary General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, told the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Trade and Development Board in Geneva on Friday.  “It is time now for the LDCs and [their] development partners, including UN system organizations,” to gear up for full and effective implementation, he said.

Pointing to the urgent need for action, Mr. Chowdhury cited an UNCTAD report warning that the number of people living on less than $1 a day in the least developed countries will reach 420 million by 2015 if the current trends continue. “These figures show the enormous challenge ahead,” he said. 

The High Representative pledged to respond in a number of key areas, including focusing on country-level implementation, working with all the relevant entities of the UN family and multilateral organizations, and collaborating with civil society and the private sector “so that they contribute as full development partners.”


Pointing out that LDCs have restricted access to trade, he called for helping those countries “with capacity building and technical cooperation in order for them to succeed in regional and global integration.” He also noted the special concerns of landlocked developing countries and urged support for measures to alleviate their plight, including efforts to promote effective inter-State transportation systems and expand transport infrastructure.

Small island developing States, he noted, are increasingly constrained by such factors as sea level rise caused by global warming. “It is important to build genuine partnership among small island developing States and their development partners at global and regional levels” to implement international commitments aimed at helping “these particularly disadvantaged countries,” he said.

* * *

WHO

14 October – Developing nations need better access to information that can improve the safety and quality of their medicines, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today.

“Lower-income countries must be allowed to benefit from the sophisticated monitoring systems that already exist in industrialized nations,” said WHO’s Executive Director for Health Technology and Pharmaceuticals, Anarfi Asamoa-Baah. “This can only be done through a truly multilateral system.” 

While it is difficult to estimate the number of casualties in developing countries caused by adverse drug reactions, WHO pointed out that there is a growing amount of substandard or counterfeit medicines on the market. And even in countries with good regulations and safety measures, adverse drug reactions occur frequently, like in the United States, where in 1998 negative effects from medicines were estimated to be between the fourth and sixth largest cause of death.  

WHO will make its case for greater global attention to the problem at a meeting the agency is organizing this week in Amsterdam. More than 50 countries will participate in the gathering, together with independent pharmacology experts, drug regulatory authorities and international professional organizations.

* * *

Outer space

14 October – A weapons race in outer space would divert valuable resources from economic and social development, a senior United Nations official warned today, urging countries to adhere to an international treaty that guarantees that space exploration be undertaken only for peaceful purposes.

“Efforts to achieve a ban on the weaponization of outer space must continue so as to protect the space assets of all nations in the interests of international peace and security,” Jayantha Dhanapala, the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, said in his opening remarks to a panel discussion on “The Outer Space Treaty at Thirty Five” held at UN Headquarters in New York.

The current international legal framework for outer space activities is comprised of five treaties, including the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. Among its provisions, the accord bans the orbiting and stationing of nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction. It also provides that the Moon and other celestial bodies shall be used exclusively for peaceful purposes, and prohibits the establishment of military bases, installations and fortifications, the testing of any kind of weapon and the conduct of military manoeuvres on celestial bodies.

“The treaties have been successful so far in ensuring that weapon systems with strike capabilities remain de facto, if not de jure, banned from space,” Mr. Dhanapala said. “While the regime by itself does not guarantee the prevention of an arms race in outer space, it plays, however, a significant role in achieving that end. Yet, it is obvious that we must proceed beyond this.”

Recent developments have increased concerns about the dangers weaponizing space and have led to various proposals to prevent this outcome, the Under-Secretary-General noted. Only the determination and unified will of the international community to strictly enforce the underlying principle of the Outer Space Treaty – that space is to be used “for the benefit and in the interests of all countries” – can prevent such a development, he said.

“Deployment of weapons in space by one country will spur others to follow,” Mr. Dhanapala warned. “The resulting arms race would lead to incalculable consequences for development and human security and could very well deprive humanity of all the benefits of the peaceful use and exploration of space.”

* *** *
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