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Other Environment-related News

· BBC - Summit boosts sea life protection
· BBC - Global amphibians in deep trouble
· Reuters - Animals win, Japan fumes at UN wildlife meet
· Breakthrough Vaccine Cuts Malaria in African Kids
· The Economist - The woman who planted trees

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROLAC
· ROAP
· 
ROA
· ROE







Other UN News
·       U.N.  Daily News – 14 October 2004 (This has replaced the UN Highlights)
· S.G’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 14 October 2004


PANA News Agency

New measures in place for trade in endangered species- UN

         New York, UN (PANA) -  The 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which concluded Thursday in Bangkok, Thailand, agreed to an ambitious action plan for cracking down on unregulated domestic markets in African elephant ivory.

Such illicit deals have been serving as major outlets for poached ivory, particularly in a number of African and Asian countries, a statement by the UN headquarters said.

Under the scheme, all African elephant range states will strengthen their legislation and their enforcement

efforts, launch public awareness campaigns and report on progress by the end of March 2005.

The meeting also agreed that Namibia and South Africa may open up trophy hunting of the black rhino for the first time in many years, with an annual quota of five animals each.

Swaziland may also open up strictly controlled hunting of its population of white rhino and export some live

animals, the meeting ruled.

The intent of these decisions is to allow the range states to manage their rhino herds more effectively and to earn

income for rhino conservation, it added.

Endangered species received new measures of protection after countries agreed to strengthen wildlife  management, fight illegal trafficking and update trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species, according to the UN environment agency (UNEP).

The conference also moved to require export or trade permits for ramin trees and agarwood, great white sharks and humphead wrasses, two fish species of great commercial value, and banned all trade in the Irrawaddy dolphin.

Trade rules were also strengthened for a number of medicinal plants, including hoodia, used in diet pills; the

desert-living cistanche, a natural tonic; and the Chinese yew tree, which boasts cancer-fighting properties.

On the sidelines of the meeting, 2004 quotas for caviar exports from the Caspian Sea were announced, as the five

Caspian Sea States agreed to take stronger action on sturgeon conservation and illegal trade and harvesting.

"The Bangkok conference has crafted solutions to meet the particular needs of many wildlife species that are

either endangered or that could become so if traded unsustainably," said Willem Wijnstekers secretary general of CITES, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

"These solutions seek to conserve the earth's rich heritage of biological diversity, while supporting the sustainable

development of local communities and national economies," he said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre

UN agencies campaign to reduce death rates in natural disasters
13 October 2004 – Early warning about looming natural disasters and other advance planning could halve the rates of death and destruction they cause over the decade beginning in 2010 compared to the previous 10-year period, United Nations officials said today.

In a message to mark the International Day for Disaster Reduction, the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Michel Jarraud, stressed the importance of building a culture of prevention. "This could be done through further improvements in risk assessment, monitoring, forecasting for early warnings, capacity building and raising the awareness of the public as well as decision-makers through education and sharing of knowledge and information," he said.

In the decade from 1992 to 2001, natural disasters related to weather, climate and flooding killed 622,000 people and adversely affected another 2 billion, WMO said, quoting the statistics from the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters. 

"The total value of economic losses over the same period is estimated at $446 billion, accounting for about 65 per cent of damage arising from all natural disasters," the agency said.

This year's disasters included hurricanes in the Caribbean and the United States, typhoons in the West Pacific, floods in East and Southeast Asia and the invasion of northwest Africa by locusts whose life cycles depend on weather conditions. 

In his message, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, called attention to the link between environmental neglect and poverty, which together turn natural hazards into disasters. "Time and again we see ordinary natural phenomena, such as heavy rains or prolonged dry spells, triggering extraordinary and sometimes catastrophic events."

Wetlands could reduce flooding, forested watersheds could help to prevent landslides, while mangroves and coral reefs could lessen the effect of coastal storms and extreme tides, he said. "The loss of these and other similarly important services has widespread implications for development."

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan emphasized the need to learn from past mistakes. "All should work together to improve the chain of information and decision-making, so that their communities are better prepared should hazards strike again," he said.

Mr. Annan also said next year's World Conference on Disaster Reduction, to be held in Kobe, Japan, would provide an opportunity to establish clear guidelines for the future.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre

New measures in place for trade in endangered species – UN
	

	White rhinoceros


14 October 2004 – Endangered species received new measures of protection after countries agreed to strengthen wildlife management, fight illegal trafficking and update trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species, the United Nations environment agency said today. 

The 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which concluded today in Bangkok, moved to require export or trade permits for ramin trees and agarwood, great white sharks and humphead wrasses – two fish species of great commercial value – and banned all trade in the Irrawaddy dolphin. 

Trade rules were also strengthened for a number of medicinal plants, including hoodia, used in diet pills; the desert-living cistanche, a natural tonic; and the Chinese yew tree, which boasts cancer-fighting properties. 

On African elephants, the conference agreed to an ambitious action plan for cracking down on unregulated domestic markets in elephant ivory, which have been serving as major outlets for poached ivory, particularly in a number of African and Asian countries. Under the scheme, all African elephant range States will strengthen their legislation and their enforcement efforts, launch public awareness campaigns and report on progress by the end of March 2005. 

The meeting also agreed that Namibia and South Africa may open up trophy hunting of the black rhino for the first time in many years, with an annual quota of five animals each. Swaziland may also open up strictly controlled hunting of its population of white rhino and export some live animals. The intent of these decisions is to allow the range States to manage their rhino herds more effectively and to earn income for rhino conservation. 

On the sidelines of the meeting, 2004 quotas for caviar exports from the Caspian Sea were announced, as the five Caspian Sea States agreed to take stronger action on sturgeon conservation and illegal trade and harvesting. 

“The Bangkok conference has crafted solutions to meet the particular needs of many wildlife species that are either endangered or that could become so if traded unsustainably,” said Willem Wijnstekers Secretary-General of CITES, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

“These solutions seek to conserve the Earth’s rich heritage of biological diversity while supporting the sustainable development of local communities and national economies,” he said. 

__________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

New rules seek to stem illegal caviar trade, UN environment agency says
13 October 2004 – Delegates at a meeting on endangered species have voted overwhelmingly to place time limits on the international caviar trade in a bid to halt illegal products from reaching global markets, the United Nations environment agency (UNEP) said today. 

The move came in Bangkok where the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which seeks to ensure that global trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival, is holding its 13th Conference of Parties through tomorrow. UNEP staffs the treaty’s operations. 

The new rules require caviar processed this year to be exported by 31 March 2005. From 2006 onwards, all caviar must be exported in the same year that it is produced, with no opportunity to “carry over” stocks from one year to the next. In addition, there can be no re-exports of caviar more than 18 months in age, another loophole that illicit traders have used. 

Until now, traders in illegal caviar were able to fraudulently declare that their product was caught during previous years and avoid the annual quota limits set by CITES, exploiting a loophole that allowed sturgeon-range States to carry over remaining stocks from the year of harvest while claiming that they had already been exported. 

These declarations having been accepted, traders then process fresh caviar obtained from sturgeons that have been caught by poachers and “launder” it into international markets where it fetches high prices. 

“This is a major victory in the war against the caviar criminals,” said CITES Deputy Secretary-General Jim Armstrong. “This will bring stability to the caviar trade and close the door on the criminal opportunists who have engaged in large-scale fraud.” 

In a meeting on the Conference sidelines, Caspian Sea countries invited experts from the CITES secretariat to join a working group drafting a regional action plan to fight poachers and illegal traders. 

The trade in sturgeon products, especially caviar, has a long history of criminal involvement with close links with organized crime groups, UNEP said. Fishery protection officers in the Caspian Sea regularly face violence from poachers and CITES officials have met staff who have had hand grenades thrown into their patrol vessels by poachers avoiding arrest. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
The Herald, Zimbabwe

Sadc trio to hunt black rhino 

From Wisdom Mdzungairi in BANGKOK, Thailand 

THE parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) have granted Namibia, Swaziland and South Africa permission to hunt five of the once highly endangered black rhino population annually for sustainable utilisation of the wildlife resource. 

Representatives of over 166 countries here agreed by consensus to allow the export of five black rhinoceros hunting trophies each from Swaziland, Namibia and South Africa, marking the first time in many decades that hunting of this species has been approved by the UN body. 

Cites also agreed to almost triple Namibia*s leopard hunting export quota from 100 to 250 animals a year and double South Africa*s leopard quota from 75 to 150 animals a year, again acknowledging that conservation efforts have been so successful in the region that hunting could sustainably increase. 

Even a suggestion by Kenya and its allies in the donor fraternity that if the three Sadc countries would raise US$1 million from hunts — Western donor countries and non-governmental organisations were prepared to raise that amount and buy the rhinos to stop hunting — could not sustain the argument to ban hunting of the flourishing species. 

This would boost tourism receipts, not only in the respective countries, but in the whole region as this means that it is only in the Sadc region where hunting enthusiasts can now hunt the big five — lion, elephant, buffalo, leopard/cheetah and rhino. 

Safari Club International and other wildlife conservation bodies were instrumental in helping make hunting an important part of the management of two important African wildlife species — the elephant and the black rhino — resulting in permits for black rhinos and added permits for leopards being granted. 

Although the black rhino was on Cites Appendix I (which bans trade), Cites parties noted that the black rhino populations were increasing in Southern Africa, hence, the permission to manage the growing population through one of the most scientifically favoured conservation methods — sport hunting. 

Environment and Tourism Minister Francis Nhema said the region was rewarded for good wildlife management practices through sustainable utilisation of the resource. 

"If the wildlife resource can look after itself, the better. We will commit limited resources to them and still let the few hunted animals benefit both the communities and the people living alongside them," Cde Nhema said 

Although the decisions have disappointed some animal protectionist groups, Cde Nhema insisted the money raised from the sales would pay for improved conservation efforts as Zimbabwe has always done. 

He added that the belief was based on the understanding that the Sadc countries were working together to establish wildlife conservation programmes. 

Zimbabwe was working with Mozambique and South Africa on the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park, the Four Corners programme which includes Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe and Zambia, Luangwa Conservation Programme (Zambia-Zimbabwe-Mozambique) and Okavango Transfrontier Conservation Park (Angola-Namibia-Zimbabwe-Botswana-Zambia). 

The black rhino had been on the decline since the 1970s due to hunting, war and increasing demand for land. It suffered a near-catastrophic decline from about 65 000 animals in the 1970s to only 2 400 in the mid-1990s. 

Poachers sought rhino horn because of the high prices it fetched in the traditional medicine markets of the Far East. In the Middle East, the horn has also traditionally been carved and polished to make dagger handles. 

But according to a major study released earlier this year, numbers of the species in Southern Africa have risen by around 40 percent over the last decade. As a result, the Sadc region believes the time is right to introduce very limited hunting. 

Each country would be allowed to export products from five animals only each year, and they would all be elderly males. The application was supported by the scientists and technocrats of the Cites Secretariat, who believe that taking elderly males could actually help herds to expand. 

There are an estimated 3 600 black rhinos in Africa with 80 percent of the endangered species found in the Southern African region. 

Zimbabwe, which has four black rhino intensive protection zones in Matopo, Sinamatela, Chipinge and Matusadona, has seen its population increase to between 500 and 1 000 animals. Some of the wildlife species was also found in the country*s 11 major animal sanctuaries. 

"It*s important to realise that black rhinos are on Appendix I and they are staying on Appendix I; their status has not changed," said Mr Michael Williams, spokesman for United Nations Environment Programme. 

In an interview, Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority director-general Dr Morris Mtsambiwa said the Zimbabwe delegation were most interested in the parties to grant the permits as that meant that once there was a precedent, Zimbabwe would put a proposal for the black rhino at the next Cites meeting. 

Apart from the black rhino, Dr Mtsambiwa said, Zimbabwe almost had no endangered species and once "we are granted permission to hunt the rhino that will boost our hunting industry revenue base as well as the enthusiasm to hunt in Zimbabwe". 

Sport hunting was a cash cow for Zimbabwe and its neighbours, contributing 80 percent of the total revenue for the respective countries* tourism sectors. 

Swaziland proposed that its population of the southern white rhinoceros be transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II to permit the export of live animals and trophies while Namibia and South Africa requested approval for the export of five black rhinos as hunting trophies. The white rhino was re-established in Swaziland in 1965 after earlier becoming extinct there and now numbers some 61 animals. 

Pro-sustainable use delegates here viewed this historic decision as yet another clear indication this century that Cites had succeeded in making science triumph over the esoteric interests of powerful Western NGOs who fight against sustainable use. Revenue from rhino hunting would be used for rhino conservation. 

Communal Areas Management Programme for Indigenous Resources (Campfire) director Mr Charles Jonga said anti-use NGOs could fight the spirit of sustainable use, but they could not stop it hence "our win is their loss".
Financial Times (London)

Where sustainability means survival 

Financial Times, 14 October 2004 - Mike Scott finds the banking sector embarking on a series of initiatives to show how seriously it takes the impact of projects on the environment

When it comes to unsustainable businesses, the financial services sector used to consider itself pretty low on the list. After all, the sector does not produce pollutants or greenhouse gases and is known for its good employment practices.

But it is having to take sustainability seriously now. Non-governmental organisations have targeted banks as the ultimate source of environmentally unfriendly projects, a plethora of sustainability indices has sprung up and institutional investors are taking note of environmental issues because they are hitting their bottom line. 

After NGOs highlighted environmental and social problems with projects financed by the World Bank and the International Finance Corporation, its private sector arm, these organisations became more wary of investing in projects such as dams and oil pipelines. But when the World Bank refused to invest in the controversial Three Gorges Dam in China, for example, private banks, unburdened by public scrutiny, stepped into the breach.

As a result, NGOs shifted their focus to the private sector, which has had to respond to their concerns. One example of this is the Equator Principles, established in 2003 by an international group of banks, including ABN Amro, Barclays and Citigroup, to address the social and environmental impacts of the projects they finance. A year on, 27 banks have signed up, representing more than 80 per cent of global project financing funds.

The Equator Principles include safeguards in areas ranging from environmental assessment and natural habitats to indigenous peoples and child labour. If borrowers fail to comply with loan conditions, they can be declared in default.

Simon McRae, corporate campaigner at Friends of the Earth, says: "The good thing is that the signatories are saying they are responsible for how those projects are turning out. But there is still a long way to go." Banktrack, an NGO that monitors banks' investments, says signatories are still funding unsustainable projects, and that it is unclear to what extent banks are actually complying with the principles.

Meanwhile, the United Nations Environment Programme's Finance Initiative has developed a set of responsible investment guidelines for institutions.

The impetus came partly from "the governance meltdown" associated with companies such as WorldCom and Enron and partly from a realisation among fund managers of the need to invest for the long term, says Monique Barbut, director of Technology, Industry and Economics at UNEP.

"Some of the scandals have sensitised funds to the fact that good sustainability within investments also makes good long-term sense in terms of protecting your assets." In association with the Global Reporting Initiative, UNEP-FI wants to establish a de facto standard in the market. There is a vast range of information on sustainable investment but no consistency.

A forthcoming report by environmental consultancy URS carried out a study of 65 sources of information on sustainability, ranging from ratings agencies to Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) indices, such as FTSE4Good and the Dow Jones Sustainability Index, and research houses. Belinda Howell, director of corporate sustainable solutions at URS, says: "We analysed how the same companies performed across a range of ratings and there was no comparability at all. There has to be a move to better quality and better consistency of information; there are just too many operators measuring different things."

To this end, the London Stock Exchange has set up the Corporate Responsibility Exchange. The LSE says: "UK companies are overwhelmed by the questionnaires being sent to them for corporate responsibility information."

The CRE allows companies to fill out a single questionnaire and gives investors a single site where they can locate and analyse company data. It allow companies to disclose information against the most influential codes and rating systems, including the Global Reporting Initiative, the FTSE4Good index and Business in the Community's Corporate Responsibility Index.

These indices are very influential, according to URS's Dr Howell. "Companies really do respond to how they perform on these indices and whether they are in or out. That has a big impact on behaviour and companies will work very hard to improve their performance." An earlier URS report on FTSE 100 companies suggested that those performing well in environmentally responsible indices had lower share price volatility, leading to a lower cost of capital. As a result, Dr Howell says, "one benchmark of a well-run company is how they perform in environmental indices".

Increasingly, SRI is seen as a good business move. The Co-operative Bank says about 30 per cent of customers join as a result of its ethical policy. Now its sister company, Co-operative Insurance Society, is to canvas customers over what issues it should pursue with the companies it invests in. Mervyn Pedelty, chief executive of Co-operative Financial Services, says: "We are increasingly paying out claims for flooding and storm damage brought about by global warming. Should we be investing the same customers' money in companies that pollute the atmosphere, which in turn leads to climate change, without seeking to improve the environmental performance of such companies?"

While insurance companies were among the first to realise they needed to take into account the effects of climate change, other key sectors that will be affected include the energy, transport, heavy manufacturing and construction industries, and oil and agricultural markets. In 2003 Dollars 70bn of damage was caused by weather-related disasters, according to the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP).

Representing institutional investors with assets in excess of Dollars 10,000bn, the CDP asks FT500 companies what they are doing to mitigate the effects of greenhouse gas emissions.

It says it "demonstrates that the mainstream investment community is seriously engaging with the strategic and financial implications of climate change" and that taking climate risks into account is becoming part of smart financial management.

Copyright 2004 The Financial Times Limited 
Financial Times (London, England)
_________________________________________________________________________________________
News Today (India)

Canara Bank unveils green loans
NT Bureau 
Chennai, Oct 14 : 

        Canara Bank introduces loans for solar water heaters through all its branches in an effort to improve use of non-conventional energy sources in our country. The loans would carry a rate of interest of 5 per cent per annum. The scheme is implemented in association with Ministry of Non-Conventional Energy Sources, who will be providing interest subsidy (presently 5.75 per cent) to enable the bank to lend at this rate. 

        Finance is available for both Flat Plate Collector bases systems (BIS approved) as well as Evacuated Tube Collector based systems (MNES approved). Individuals, Institutions, Non-commercial organizations or commercial organizations including hotels, hospitals, etc., are eligible for finance. 

        Loan amount will be 85 per cent of the project cost and repayment will be upto five years. The scheme was earlier confined to about 240 branches. Canara Bank is a pioneer in financing Solar Water Heaters, which has already lent Rs 21 crores to 11,200 borrowers and effectively creating a Solar Energy Area of 33,200 sq mts. This would result in saving about 13 million units of electrical energy annually. 

        Other initiatives of Canara Bank under the Green Loans Scheme include loans for Solar Home Lighting System in the States of Karnataka and Kerala in association with United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) at reduced rate of interest with subsidy from UNEP. 

        Two thousand Solar Home Lighting Systems have been installed under this programme in the two States. Canara Bank recently introduced a Scheme for financing Energy Saving Equipments for the Small and Medium Enterprises Sector (SMEs) with reduced rate of interest and financial support for doing energy audit in respect of SMEs intending to take up energy saving measures. 

        Canara Bank, during the year, proposes to give a big boost to loans for energy conservation and use of Non-Conventional Sources of energy in keeping with its image as an environment friendly bank. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
The hoya

U.N. Official: Development Can Serve Environment, Economy 
 Special to The Hoya 
Friday, October 8, 2004; Page A5 
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	Kevin Kwiatkowski/The Hoya 
Klaus Töpfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, discussed environmental issues in the context of global economic development in a speech yesterday in Old North.


Klaus Töpfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, stressed the importance of global development in order to battle the environmental problems of the future in a lecture in Old North yesterday afternoon. 

“I don’t believe we have an easy way to go,” he said. “It is a challenge.”

Töpfer, the former Minister of Environment in his home country of Germany, stated that the demand of his work is not to protect certain endangered plants or animals, but rather to help reach a state of economic development, social justice and environmental stability in all regions of the world.

Citing the poverty in many parts of the globe, Töpfer used diagrams to represent the disparity between population and gross domestic product within countries. A baby born in the United States will use 50 times more resources in their life than a baby born in India, he said.

Töpfer said that economic development is dependant upon financial, human and environmental capital, which are the pillars of the global economy intricate to preserving our natural resources and bringing about social justice. 

Töpfer went on to discuss what has to be done in the future to minimize environmental deterioration and introduced the necessity of “re-investing” in a life cycle economy. 

This life cycle development, rather than linear, will provide a way to preserve our resources and reduce the amount of refuse significantly. 

One example of this system offered by Töpfer was the avoidance of the hazardous effects of unsalvageable cars, computers and televisions on our environment. He spoke of a plan to make the developers of these forms of “e-waste” responsible for taking back their products and finding a way to recycle them. 

Over time, this structure will raise profits for companies and bring about a positive effect on the environment as a whole, he said.

Töpfer also said that the use of lead in the world poses a dangerous threat to societies and is something the UN is hoping to amend. Although its use has decreased greatly over the years as unleaded fuel is being popularized, leaded gasoline is still prominent in Africa.

Töpfer also expounded upon the problem of water in the environment. With a series of photographs, he depicted several instances of water depletion ranging from the polar ice-caps to Africa’s Lake Chad. In each of the sets of photos the level and area of water consistently decreased over the years. 

In every large African city, no more than 50 percent of its pure water is retained after a cycle, he said, stressing the need for investments in developing water preservation systems and how the negative effects of not doing so could be disastrous.

Töpfer concluded that the young generation has a duty to work on the environmental problems of the future.

The lecture was sponsored by the Georgetown University Lecture Fund, Georgetown Center for the Environment and the Georgetown Program in Science, Technology and International Affairs in the School of Foreign Service.
________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC
Summit boosts sea life protection

The conference showed a growing focus on marine life

The 13th meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) has closed in Bangkok.

The conference showed a growing focus on marine life, which is controversial with countries like Japan, which have large fishing industries.

Delegates agreed to grant greater protection to Great White sharks, while Japan's proposal to increase trade in minke whales was convincingly rejected.

A total of 50 proposals were debated during this year's two week meeting.

Cites, which has signatories from 166 member states, meets once every two or three years to impose or lift trade restrictions on animals and plants.

It was among the best conferences of parties we have ever had

Willem Wijnstekers, Cites secretary general

After a heated debate signatories voted down a proposal by Namibia to sell two tonnes of ivory a year, as African nations agreed on a continent-wide crackdown on domestic ivory markets.

However Namibia did get permission for local communities to sell traditional ivory carvings, after the EU withdrew its 25 votes because it could not reach a consensus.

"This is exactly what we feared might happen," said Jenny Hawley, of the International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw). "The EU parties must all vote together at Cites, and must abstain if they cannot reach consensus - which often happens on controversial issues.

"This led to the loss of 25 crucial votes - and a disaster for elephants."

Marine life

Overall, however, conservationists were pleased with the outcome of this year's Cites conference.

Controls were placed on sales of the humphead wrasse, a giant coral reef fish under threat from the live aquarium industry and from exploitation for food.

Export quotas of caviar were also slashed.

CITES - DEGREES OF PROTECTION

Appendix I: controls species whose existence is so threatened that trade is banned. Covers some 1,000 plants and animals, eg great apes

Appendix II: Allows controlled trade, under a system of permits. Covers 4,100 animal species and 28,000 plants

Appendix III: Contains 290 species that are protected in at least one country.

As well as animals, delegates backed greater controls for plant species including the hardwood ramin which has seen forests devastated from rampant commercial logging, notably in Malaysia and Indonesia.

"It was among the best conferences of parties we have ever had," said Cites secretary general Willem Wijnstekers.

But he warned that its failure to get a 10% boost to its $4.7 million budget - members approved only a three percent rise - would hamper efforts to help countries crack down on illegal trades.

'Small teeth'

US-based conservation group WildAid said the conference was a great success with its focus on law enforcement.

"We think Cites is finally beginning to acquire some small teeth," said Steve Galster of WildAid Thailand.

Botswana, South Africa and Namibia won support for a one-off sale of existing ivory stocks

On Monday, the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) pledged for the first time to share intelligence, tighten borders and review weak laws to crack down on smuggling in the region.

"This is the most conservation-minded Cites meeting for a long time and it set the whole tone of the conference," said Peter Pueschel of Ifaw.

He said the test for Cites was to make good on the measures agreed before the next meeting in the Netherlands, in three years.

Black rhinos

However, some nations pushing to expand wildlife trade claimed a few advances.

Among the most controversial agreements, Namibia and South Africa were allowed to each kill five endangered black rhinos every year, even though animal welfare groups said fewer than 4,000 survived in the wild worldwide.

And along with Botswana and South Africa, Namibia won support for a one-off sale of existing ivory stocks, only the second since an international ivory trading ban was introduced 15 years ago.

CITES SUMMIT 2004

Irrawaddy dolphin upgraded to Appendix I

Minke whales remain on Appendix I

Great white sharks listed on Appendix II

Namibia permitted to trade ivory carvings

Namibia and South Africa permitted to shoot black rhino

Humphead wrasse listed on Appendix II

A bid by Kenya for a 20-year moratorium on the commercial ivory trade was also defeated, despite reducing the proposal to six years.

And the United States won a proposal to loosen trade restrictions on the bald eagle in recognition that numbers have surged back from the brink of extinction there.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Global amphibians in deep trouble

By Alex Kirby
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Almost 6,000 amphibian species are known to science


Scientists believe the world's amphibians are facing an unprecedented onslaught of environmental threats. 
They say as many as 122 species may have become extinct since 1980 and a third of known amphibians face oblivion. 
Naturalists describe the creatures as sensitive indicators of the health of the wider environment. 
The Global Amphibian Assessment, the work of more than 500 scientists, is published in Science Express, the online version of the journal Science. 
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Their catastrophic decline serves as a warning that we are in a period of significant environmental degradation 

Russell Mittermeier, Conservation International 


It was compiled by an international team from Conservation International, IUCN-The World Conservation Union, and NatureServe, and is the first comprehensive assessment of the threat. 
Skin alert 
There are 5,743 known amphibians, a category which includes frogs, toads, salamanders and caecilians (legless amphibians). 
Of these, 1,856 - almost a third - are now judged to be at risk of extinction. At least nine species have slipped over the edge to oblivion since 1980, when the assessment says the most dramatic declines began. 
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The harlequin toad from Costa Rica and Panama has been hit hard by chytridiomycosis


Another 113 amphibians which have not been seen in the wild for some years are thought to be possibly extinct. 
The scientists say 43% of all amphibians are declining, 27% are stable, under 1% are increasing, and the status of the rest is unknown. 
They describe amphibians as "the canaries in the coal mine", as their highly permeable skins are very sensitive to environmental changes, including in water and air quality. 
Russell Mittermeier, president of Conservation International, said: "Amphibians are one of Nature's best indicators of overall environmental health. 
"Their catastrophic decline serves as a warning that we are in a period of significant environmental degradation." 
'Mass extinction' 
Achim Steiner, director-general of IUCN, said: "After birds and mammals, amphibians are the third group of species to be completely evaluated on a global scale. 
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	WHAT ARE AMPHIBIANS? 

Group includes frogs, toads, salamanders and caecilians 

First successful terrestrial vertebrates 350m years ago 

Adapted to many different aquatic and terrestrial habitats 

Present today on every continent except Antarctica 

Undergo metamorphosis, from larvae to adults 


"This study significantly expands our current knowledge and provides a baseline from which we can monitor our impact on the environment over time. 
"The fact that one third of amphibians are in a precipitous decline tells us that we are rapidly moving towards a potentially epidemic number of extinctions." 
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species says 12% of all birds and 23% of mammals risk becoming extinct, well below the 32% of threatened amphibians. 
Water critical 
Colombia, Mexico, Ecuador, Brazil and China each have large numbers of species at risk, and 92% of Haiti's amphibian species are in danger. 
A highly infectious fungal disease, chytridiomycosis, is attacking many amphibians in the Americas, the Caribbean and Australia. 
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The crocodile newt is over-harvested for use in traditional medicines


In some areas outbreaks are thought to be linked to climate-induced drought. 
Elsewhere, though, the researchers say, habitat destruction, air and water pollution and consumer demand are among the chief culprits for the amphibians' plight. 
Simon Stuart, who led the researchers, said: "Since most amphibians depend on fresh water and feel the effects of pollution before many other forms of life, including humans, their rapid decline tells us that one of Earth's most critical life support systems is breaking down." 
[image: image8.png]
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Animals win, Japan fumes at UN wildlife meet

THAILAND: October 15, 2004

BANGKOK - The future looked brighter for leaf-tailed geckos and great white sharks as a U.N. meeting on trade in wild plants and animals ended on Thursday 


They were among a list of species, which reads like the passenger list for Noah's Ark, accorded new safeguards at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 
But the head of CITES said he would have to scramble to find the money to meet the promises made in Bangkok. 

There were plenty of diplomatic rifts at the meeting, where emotions often ran high and divisions did not follow the standard United Nations fault lines. 

Japan was fuming over the failure of its bid to expand trade in whale products, accusing the West of "cultural imperialism," and African countries swapped blows over ivory. 

Namibia failed to get permission for an annual export quota of 2,000 kg of ivory. 

But during the plenary session, it got approval to allow local communities to trade in ivory trinkets, known as ekipas -- a move bitterly opposed by Kenya. "This sends a wrong, wrong signal," said Kenyan delegate Patrick Omondi. 

Kenya led the charge against the Namibian proposal because it fears any reopening of the ivory trade would be exploited by poachers who would target its elephants in a bid to launder "dirty" ivory with fresh legal tusks. But conservation group WWF International said it was confident Namibia's tightly controlled, small-scale trade in ivory trinkets would not lead to poaching of elephants. 

The decision allows two ethnic minority communities -- the Owambo and Ovi-himba -- to resume traditional ivory carving of the amulets coveted by African art collectors.

HAPPY GREENS 

Conservationists hailed many of the conference decisions, including one to regulate trade in about 30 species of ramin, a tropical hardwood in huge demand for furniture production. 

Illegal harvesting of the species is one of many threats to one of humanity's closest living relatives, the highly endangered orang-utan ape, by shrinking its habitat. 

The conference also approved a proposal by southern African countries to control trade in a rare plant sought by drug companies for its appetite-suppressing properties. 

China and the United States buried their usual differences at the United Nations and joined forces to slap restrictions on trade in Asian yew trees, which provide the compound for one of the world's top-selling chemotherapy drugs. Namibia and South Africa managed to lift a ban on hunting rare black rhino. And trade in the body parts of the feared great white shark of "Jaws" fame will now be regulated. 

CITES listings regulate trade in wild flora and fauna but they do not give complete protection. A CITES listing would not, for example, prohibit development which could threaten the habitat of the species in question. CITES does not prevent drilling or logging which endanger its charges. But trade in wild animals is widely seen as a threat that is second only to habitat destruction and so CITES is an important conservation tool. 

The big question is who will pay for it. CITES Secretary General Willem Wijnstekers said the commitments made in Bangkok would be hard to meet after delegates rejected a 10 percent budget increase, approving only a 3 percent rise to just under $5 million for the next three years. 

"More to do, more promises to developing countries and no follow up financially or resource wise," Wijnstekers told Reuters. 


Story by Darren Schuettler and Ed Stoddard 

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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Reuters

Breakthrough Vaccine Cuts Malaria in African Kids

UK: October 15, 2004

LONDON - A pioneering vaccine can protect a significant proportion of African children against malaria, scientists said on Thursday, boosting hopes that the mosquito-borne disease may one day be conquered.

An effective vaccine is the "holy grail" in the battle against malaria, which makes up to 500 million people sick each year and kills between 1 and 3 million, most of them African children under five.

"This is a really huge breakthrough," said Melinda Moree, director of the non-profit Malaria Vaccine Initiative, one of the groups behind the clinical trials program.

"It shows you can impact on disease in kids in Africa. This is the first vaccine that has ever shown that and that is what makes us really sit up and take notice."

The goal is to give GlaxoSmithKline Plc's RTS,S/AS02A shot to babies alongside other childhood immunizations.

But it is not a miracle cure and the need for further tests means it will not reach the market before 2010.

"The results of this trial indicate that an effective vaccine against malaria that could potentially save the lives of millions of children is possible," Dr Marie-Paule Kieny, of the World Health Organization, said in a statement.

In a study involving more than 2,000 children in Mozambique aged one to four, the vaccine proved 30 percent effective in preventing all cases of malaria. However, it reduced the risk of getting life-threatening forms of the disease, needing hospital treatment, by 58 percent.

Results from the intermediate Phase II study were published in The Lancet medical journal, based on six months follow-up after administration of three monthly injections. Longer studies are now needed to prove the effect does not wear off and that there is no interference with other childhood shots, before final Phase III trials in infants get underway. Those pivotal tests are likely to be conducted in six to eight African countries.

GENETIC COMPLEXITY GSK's vaccine is against Plasmodium falciparum, the most severe form of the disease which dominates in Africa. It is the most advanced of some 80 candidates in development.

The shot targets just one stage in the parasite's life cycle and its success in stopping damage to the liver and red blood cells has taken some scientists by surprise. Because of the parasite's genetic complexity, many had doubted a vaccine based on a single antigen would work. The fact it does suggests a multiple shot might be even more effective.

Economically, the vaccine also breaks ground because it is the fruit of a new kind of public-private partnership.

Until now, pharmaceutical companies have had little incentive to develop vaccines for diseases that affect only the poor, since they do not provide significant profits.

Under the new model, however, charitable groups such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation provide cash while industry offers help "in kind" in the form of staff and facilities.

A precondition of the arrangement is that any resulting products are sold at low prices in poor countries. If the right balance is struck, however, GSK may still make money.

"We are confident that now all donors are committed to making this vaccine available as soon as possible and also to guarantee a reasonable return to GlaxoSmithKline," Jean Stephenne, head of GSK's vaccines business, told reporters. Each vaccine is likely to cost "a few dollars," he added.

GSK is not expecting to sell its vaccine to travelers from developed countries since it will not be able to compete with prophylactic drugs that offer almost 100 percent protection.

Story by Ben Hirschler

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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The Economist 

Kenya's Nobel laureate 

The woman who planted trees

Wangari Maathai is sound on reforestation; less so on AIDS

THIS year's Nobel Peace Prize was awarded last week to Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan environmentalist-turned-politician, for planting 30m trees. Thanks to Ms Maathai, Kenya is a greener and more pleasant place than it would otherwise be. For this, she deserves our warmest congratulations. But what does planting trees have to do with peace?

A lot, say Ms Maathai's supporters. Conflict often springs from competition for water or fertile land. As deserts expand and populations soar, such competition can turn violent. The war in the Darfur region of western Sudan, for example, has its roots in the struggle between black farmers and Arab pastoralists over a slab of increasingly arid soil. By reforesting Kenya, Ms Maathai has made it less likely to go the way of Sudan. And the way she did it—by paying peasant women to plant seedlings in their own villages—empowers women, and so promotes peace even more. 

This is a bit of a stretch. Ms Maathai's work, though admirable, is only distantly related to the prevention of war. Skirmishes over pasture are common, but there is little evidence that environmental factors cause full-scale wars. Darfur is in flames more for political reasons. A group of guerrillas rebelled against an oppressive regime, which responded by slaughtering the rebels' ethnic kin. Planting trees in Darfur would not have saved its people. 

The Peace Prize is often controversial. Those who stop wars are usually politicians; sometimes the same people who started them. Henry Kissinger's award in 1973 still angers many. Today, the politician who has arguably done the most to end the world's worst wars is South Africa's president, Thabo Mbeki, who was instrumental in pushing Congo and Burundi from utter mayhem to shaky peace. Ah yes, you say, but he has controversial views on AIDS. 

So does Ms Maathai, as it happens. As she reiterated last week, she thinks the virus was created by “evil-minded scientists” to kill blacks: “It is created by a scientist for biological warfare.” Ms Maathai also argues that condoms cannot prevent transmission of the virus. Coming from one of the first women in east Africa to earn a doctorate, Ms Maathai's views might be seen as surprising. Coming from a freshly crowned Nobel laureate, they might be considered inexcusable.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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	Soy Threatens the Amazon, Warn Activists

	



By Mario Osava*
Environmental groups say soybean production is driving deforestation of the Brazilian Amazon, but some agricultural experts disagree.
RIO DE JANEIRO - Soybean production, which awakens the ire of environmentalists because of the rapid expansion of transgenic varieties, is the target of yet another criticism: increased pressure on Brazil's Amazon forests. 

Although soybean fields do not directly replace forested areas of the Amazon, their expansion in the surrounding areas drive up land prices and ''push'' other less profitable farming practices, like ranching, into the forests, explains Roberto Smeraldi, coordinator of the non-governmental organization Friends of the Earth-Brazil. 

Furthermore, soy -- now Brazil's leading export -- is advancing accompanied by the creation of transportation infrastructure, which is also contributes to deforestation by improving access to the vast Amazon. 

Each year the Amazon loses some 25,000 square km of forest. Soybean farming began in Brazil in the 1960s in Brazil's southern pampas, where the climate is closer to that of China, where soy originated. 

Soy production then began expanding northward, and the Brazilian agricultural research agency, EMBRAPA, developed varieties adapted to more tropical climes. EMBRAPA, a network of 40 specialized research centers, has played a key role in the country's agricultural development of the past three decades. 

The NGOs denounce the expansion of soybean cultivation in the transition area between what is known as the Cerrado -- a savannah ecosystem -- and the Amazon, where deforestation is taking a serious toll on the climate and biodiversity of the two biomes. 

There has been ''explosive growth'' of soy in some points of the Amazon, such as the Santarém region, in the western part of the northern state of Pará, says Ane Alencar, a researcher with the Amazonian Environmental Research Institute. 

Santarém, surrounded by secondary forests, in some places was logged three centuries ago, near a soybean exporting port, and is a ''pocket of drought'', with a topography ideal for industrial farming, she said. 

The cultivated area is still relatively small -- around 30,000 hectares last year -- but is expected to see the addition of another 20,000 this year, ''advancing on the native forests... and we don't know what impact soybean monoculture will have on the ecosystem,'' Alencar said. 

Friends of the Earth has indicated eight other areas of expansion within the Amazon or along its boundaries, mostly in savannah areas, but which also threaten the tropical forest. 

Soybean exports have increased the value of land along the highway between Cuiabá, capital of Mato Grosso, and Santarém, which has spurred the illegal appropriation of public lands. The forests are cleared to prove possession, and longtime residents have been pushed out. 

But Homero Pereira, president of the Agricultural Federation of the central-western state of Mato Grosso, denies that soybean production is causing harm. 

And he goes even further, saying those who grow soybeans are ''the biggest environmentalists'' and put ''conservation into practice,'' because the crop grows in areas that were previously deforested or were degraded pastures, and improves them by fixing nitrogen in the soil, thus fertilizing the land. 

Nearly all soybean farmer practice ''direct planting'', without plowing over the land, a technique developed in Brazil to reduce erosion and retain moisture in the soil. Soy ''is not a monoculture'' because it is alternated with cotton, maize and rice, said Pereira. 

Mato Grosso state, which has Amazon forests in the north, is today Brazil's leading soybean producer. This year 15 million tons were harvested -- 30 percent of the national total. Ten years ago it produced just five million tons. 

Since the 1980s, soybean cultivation has also expanded rapidly in the Cerrado, the savannah of low trees that covers a broad swath of central Brazil, and some ''islands'' of land within the Amazon. 

Because of its relatively infertile and acidic soil, it took longer to be converted into a prosperous farming frontier. 

Today it is a prized area, because its productive profile has changed as a result of fertilizers. The Cerrado also has the advantage of ''well-defined periods of rain'' and a geography that facilitates farm mechanization, Paulo Roberto Galerani, an EMBRAPA expert in soy research, told Tierramérica. 

The Cerrado ecosystem and favorable climate allow Mato Grosso farmers to harvest ''between 3,100 and 3,200 kilos of soybeans per hectare,'' a level of productivity surpassing the national average of 2,500 kilos per hectare, said Agricultural Federation president Pereira. 

The crop currently is planted over five million hectares, an area that could double ''simply by recuperating degraded pastureland,'' such that it would be unnecessary to advance into the Amazon, where ''soybeans do not prosper'' due to the weak soil and excess humidity, he said. 

Geraldo Eugenio de França, superintendent of EMBRAPA research and development, says the country could rationally use 60 million hectares of degraded areas, effectively doubling Brazil's cultivated area. 

It would be possible to double the production of food, fibers and other agricultural products without destroying the forests of the Amazon, he said. 

EMBRAPA is ''the arm of sustainable development,'' he added, and rejects both ''unfettered agri-business and radical environmentalism.'' 

	Indigenous Women Reclaim Traditional Medicine

	



By Yadira Ferrer*
Ancestral lands and knowledge are the focus of efforts by women in Colombia's indigenous communities.
BOGOTA - Luxmenia Banda, of the San Andrés de Sotavento indigenous reserve in northern Colombia, remembers when she had bruises as a girl, her grandmother would apply the leaves of the 'árnica' (Heterotheca inuloides), of the daisy family, ''to reduce inflammation'', and would use crushed oregano to prevent scratches from becoming infected. 

''When we were forced from our lands and had to move to other places, all of those traditions began to be forgotten. Reclaiming them was one of the first tasks we took up when we returned,'' Banda, president of the Association of Alternative Producers, Asproal, told Tierramérica. 

Seventy of the 803 women who are part of the organization, most from the Zenú community, participate directly in growing and marketing medicinal plants. 

The project is being developed in an indigenous reserve in Colombia's northern departments of Córdoba and Sucre. 

To start, the women made a broad inventory of the number of existing plants in the area, their uses, and forms of preparation, explained Banda. 

Of the more than 150 plants recorded, they selected 50 that are of widest use and possess the most medicinal properties. 

Thirteen women received botanical training in the cities of Medellín and Bogotá to work in producing soaps, creams and infusions using the medicinal plants. 

These traditional plants are now being grown on small plots of land for household use, and in three-hectare fields for sales. 

In addition to árnica and oregano, the women are growing basil, annato (achiote, or Bixa orellana), wormwood (Artemisia absinthium), feverfew (Chrysanthemum parthenium), 'anamú' (Petiveria alliaceae), celery (Apium graveolens), Spanish tarragon (Tagetes lucida), ginger (Zingiber officinale), aloe vera, lemon balm (Melissa officinalis) and valerian (Valeriana officinalis). 

The initiative has allowed the Zenú community ''to share knowledge with other more isolated communities'' where doctors and health centers are few and far between, says Germán Vélez, of the non-governmental Grupo Semillas, which is supporting the effort. 

Furthermore, ''the knowledge has been socialized through a chart that explains the use of the different plants for both human and animal health, and for farm crops,'' Vélez told Tierramérica. 

The Asproal president underscored that in her community the plants are used to cure some illnesses in certain stages, but if the traditional approach does not produce improvements, they do turn to academic or ''western'' medicine. 

Ediani Montaño, head of marketing the products, said the project is somewhat limited because the land where they grow the plants does not have the infrastructure for irrigation. That prevents the women from ''assuring ongoing production of the required quantities, especially during extensive periods in the summer,'' she said. 

The Zenú reserve covers 83,000 hectares in an area of tropical dry forest that receives 1,000 to 1,200 millimeters of rain annually, with six-month dry periods and an average temperature of 28 to 30 degrees Celsius. 

One member of the association, who requested anonymity ''for personal security reasons'', told Tierramérica that Asproal emerged in 1994 as part of a process ''for confronting the land seizures by landowners that targeted the Indians of the area, forcing us to sell our land at low prices so they could expand their dominion.'' 

After a long legal battle, the Indians won back some of their land, where they now fight to recuperate knowledge of medicinal plants and implement plans for sustainable agriculture, fish farming, and bee keeping, as well as training in gender equity. 

	Chile's Sleeping Beauties

	



By Gustavo González*
The substitution of concrete for wood in the construction of sleeper cars for the Chilean railroad is worrying owners of native forest parcels.
SANTIAGO - Chile's state-run railroad company, EFE, is considering replacing 200,000 wooden sleeper cars with concrete structures -- an initiative praised by environmentalists and criticized by the lumber industry, which says it will hurt owners of small plots of native forests. 

''I think it's an excellent idea and I applaud it,'' said biologist Adriana Hoffman, president of Defenders of the Chilean Forest and former executive secretary of the National Commission on the Environment in the first years of the President Ricardo Lagos administration, which took office in 2000. 

''If the Chilean railroad embarks on an expansion policy it must be environmentally friendly,'' Manuel Baquedano, president of the Instituto de Ecología Política, told Tierramérica. He also applauds the EFE initiative to use concrete, but said the eco-focus must be broader. 

The national and international bidding process begun by the company on Oct. 4 includes the purchase of 200,000 concrete sleepers for the lines between Santiago and Chillán, 400 km south of the capital. From Chillán and Puerto Montt, 1,000 km further south, will see the replacement of another 250,000 sleepers, maintaining the wooden pieces. 

The construction of the 450,000 sleepers will cost EFE an estimated 26 million dollars. According to Baquedano, for a complete maintenance and renovation of the railroad cars would require 1.2 million of the transversal pieces. If they are made of wood it would require the destruction of 3,600 hectares of forest, he said. 

The volumes of weight and rail traffic that the sleepers must support mean they must be made with very hard wood, which are slow growth. In Chile, these include red oak (Quercus rubra), coigüe (Nothofagus dombeyi), ulmo (Eucryphia cordifolia) and the tepa (Laureliopsis philippiana), all autochthonous and threatened by overexploitation or illegal logging. 

The Forestry Institute, a state-run technical agency, proposed that the EFE apply ''positive discrimination'' in favor of wooden sleepers in the bidding, arguing that their quality is similar to that of concrete and withstand intense rail traffic for 30 to 45 years if the lumber is adequately treated. 

Construction of the wood-based sleepers ''contributes to the development of a large sector of small forest owners,'' who are committed to rational management and exploitation of native forests, according to Forestry Institute director Rodrigo Ipinza. 

But Baquedano says the technical reports with which the institute approves the orders ''are part of the pressure that the logging industry imposes so as not to lose that market.'' 

The environmentalist said he would not oppose sleeper cars made of wood if they are certified as sustainably produced lumber by independent technical agencies, but in his opinion such conditions do not exist in Chile. 

''It has to be an international, credible certification, because Chile is trying to create its own 'green stamp'. The forestry industry wants to create its own certification, which we don't believe guarantees anything,'' said Baquedano. 

Forest defender Hoffman says the Forestry Institute's position is ''unacceptable'' because Chile lacks regulatory measures for forest exploitation, and instead of favoring the small forest owners, benefits ''the vicious traffickers of fine lumber,'' as was proven earlier this year when a smuggling ring of Patagonia cypress (Fitzroya cupressoides) was discovered. 

''There are some good owners who are concerned about effective management of native forests,'' but they are the exception, just as among the companies that produce high quality sleeper cars, said Hoffman. 

''The concrete sleeper cars are much more durable, more solid, facilitate more stable rail lines, and prevent the logging of the forest,'' said the activist. 

The Forestry Institute's argument that the purchase of wooden sleeper cars could contribute to sustainable management of native forests is ''fallacious'', according to Baquedano, who pointed out that in Europe ''all wooden sleeper cars are being replaced with concrete cars.'' 

Baquedano said his environmental group also opposes EFE obtaining wooden sleeper cars in other countries. ''Five years ago the company tried to import such cars from Bolivia, which would have meant the destruction of native forest in that country.'' 

In Yumbel, a town 480 km south of Santiago, owners of native forest who sell their lumber to the biggest sleeper car company protested the use of concrete, saying it would jeopardize a thousand small lumber producers. 
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UNEP in the news

New measures in place for trade in endangered species - UN

New York, UN (PANA) - The 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which concluded Thursday in Bangkok, Thailand, agreed to an ambitious action plan for cracking down on unregulated domestic markets in African elephant ivory. Such illicit deals have been serving as major outlets for poached ivory, particularly in a number of African and Asian countries, a statement by the UN headquarters said. Under the scheme, all African elephant range states will strengthen their legislation and their enforcement efforts, launch public awareness campaigns and report on progress by the end of March 2005. The meeting also agreed that Namibia and South Africa may open up trophy hunting of the black rhino for the first time in many years, with an annual quota of five animals each. Swaziland may also open up strictly controlled hunting of its population of white rhino and export some live animals, the meeting ruled. The intent of these decisions is to allow the range states to manage their rhino herds more effectively and to earn income for rhino conservation, it added. Endangered species received new measures of protection after countries agreed to strengthen wildlife management, fight illegal trafficking and update trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species, according to the UN environment agency (UNEP). The conference also moved to require export or trade permits for ramin trees and agarwood, great white sharks and humphead wrasses, two fish species of great commercial value, and banned all trade in the Irrawaddy dolphin. Trade rules were also strengthened for a number of medicinal plants, including hoodia, used in diet pills; the desert-living cistanche, a natural tonic; and the Chinese yew tree, which boasts cancer-fighting properties. "The Bangkok conference has crafted solutions to meet the particular needs of many wildlife species that are either endangered or that could become so if traded unsustainably," said Willem Wijnstekers secretary general of CITES, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059811&dte=14/10/2004
Women Call for Studies of Health Impact of Environmental Degradation

UN News Service (New York): Leading women environmentalists today called for research into the impact on the health of women and girls of toxic chemicals and they urged governments to make funds available to associations of poor women for such environmental projects as water, sanitation and poverty alleviation schemes and ecosystem management. Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, under the theme "Women as the Voice for the Environment (WAVE)," some 140 women representing 60 countries at the Global Women's Assembly on the Environment also recommended pinpointing the roles of women in the environmental recovery of war-torn zones. The WAVE Assembly, sponsored by the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the New York-based Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), included environment ministers from Iran, Kenya, South Africa, Swaziland and Sweden. The manifesto, which will be given to governments attending UNEP's Governing Council in February 2005 for action, said, "Globalization, militarization, fundamentalism, and the market-driven economic model have undermined the achievement of the agreed goals." It included expressions of similar deep concern over "the ever-widening gap between rich and poor," "unsustainable levels of production and consumption" and the "culture of fear and threat, with its many conflicts and increasing levels of violence and militarization." The Network of Women Ministers for the Environment, chaired by Lena Sommestad of Sweden and Rejoice Madubafhasi of South Africa, drafted a separate declaration for presentation at the 2005 Governing Council meeting, which has as its theme gender equality and empowerment. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, "In the past, the role of women and their know-how has often been side-lined. I sincerely hope that our assembly signals an end to this gender apartheid. All too often women are treated like second class citizens, with fewer rights and lower status than men. I hope we have now started a WAVE that will wash away the inequities of the past and bring women into the centre of environment and development issues." http://allafrica.com/stories/200410140006.html
General Environment News

EU's Lack of Consensus Stymies Ivory Trade Curbs

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): The enlarged European Union instead of being a formidable ally to conservationists involved in saving the African elephant, has ironically become a stumbling block to the survival of the endangered species. On Thursday the EU abstained in a crucial vote at the closing session of the Conference of Parties at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), here, paving the way for Namibia to succeed in re-opening the ivory trade. The withdrawal of the 25 EU votes gave Namibia the numbers they needed to approve trade in worked ivory for 'non-commercial' purposes. "Ivory trade is always a difficult issue at CITES. The African states were not united and it was a negative factor in our deliberations," said Julio Garcia Burgues, unit head of the European Commission's Environment Directorate. "For the European Union, it is very important that all African range states (for the elephant), define a common line," Burgues told reporters at the closing of the 12-day CITES conference attended by over 1,500 delegates from 166 member nations. "The EU abstained on this proposal but we are confident that the ivory trade will be effectively controlled. There will be no negative impact on the conservation of the African elephant in Namibia or other African states," he emphasized. But the U.S.-based International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) expressed its disappointment over the EU's abstention, which many say was due to it being unable to reach a consensus - the basis of the European Union's decision-making process. "The European Union has turned out to be a problem at CITES because it has now 25 members and there has to be a consensus for everything. The EU goes as a bloc and if they abstain, any (CITES) proposal could get adopted or rejected because of the lack of opposition or support from 25 member countries," Peter Pueschel, IFAW's program manager, told IPS. Pueschel also accused the EU of taking the easy way out by blaming African nations. In March this year, IFAW released a report indicating that large amounts of ivory are being sold illegally in Britain. "The European Union or any other country outside of Africa that also has ivory markets needs to be responsible to crack down on the illegal trade because they are part of the whole problem," said Pueschel.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200410140758.html
Long-Term Ivory Trade Ban Defeat

Vanguard (Lagos): Kenya's proposal to introduce a 20-year moratorium on the ivory trade has been rejected at a meeting in Bangkok. The idea did not get the votes needed for approval at the biennial summit of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites). The Thai gathering also turned down a request from Namibia for an annual export quota of two tones of ivory. But delegates did back a continent-wide plan by African nations to crack down on domestic, unregulated ivory markets. Countries with these home markets will now either strictly control their trade or prevent it completely. The nations will create and implement legislation to improve law enforcement and border controls. They will also update Cites on their progress early next year. Time-frames an international ban on the trade in elephant ivory was agreed in 1989 after years of poaching had seen African populations plummet. Today, there are estimated to be 400,000 to 660,000 elephants on the continent. Kenya, which was hit hard by poachers in the 1970s and 80s, shortened the length of its proposed moratorium during the meeting. As discussions continued throughout Monday, the initial 20-year ban was reduced to six years.  "Those who voted against this proposal have voted against elephants. In a few years' time, some elephant populations, particularly in central and west Africa may disappear forever," said Peter Pueschel, head of the International Fund for Animal Welfare Cites delegation. Jaques Berney, Executive vice-president of IWMC, a group which campaigns for the sustainable use of wildlife, criticized the decision to deny the Namibian sales. “Unfortunately, Cites has sent a negative signal to poor rural communities in Namibia, who are now being told that they must wait for the completion of bureaucratic processes outside their control before they can use their limited resources to support their families." In a separate move, however, Namibia was given permission to trade in elephant leather and hair goods for commercial purposes. A South African proposal to trade in elephant leather commercially was also approved. The Cites meeting has agreed to ban sales of the rare Irrawaddy dolphin, whose numbers are thought to be as low as 1,000 in the wild; and has approved trophy exports of a small number of African black rhinos. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410140317.html
Swarms of locust haunt Nouakchott
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - The sight of locust swarms flying over Nouakchott and invading residential areas has been without respite in the last 48 hours. The beach and harbor in Nouakchott are also littered with waves of locusts which died off the coast. The Mauritanian news agency (AMI) quoted Rural Development and Environment ministry sources as explaining the invasion on a massive northward movement of pests from the South. Algeria on Thursday donated 16 tons of pesticides to prop up Mauritania's fight against the invading insects. Part of the Sahel region has been invaded for several months by swarms of migrant locusts, which have infested 1.6 million hectares in Mauritania alone, threatening the whole region with famine. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059881&dte=14/10/2004
New Rules to Protect Environment from Noxious Waste

Business Day (Johannesburg): COMPUTERS contain a host of noxious substances that cause environmental problems when the equipment is scrapped. Lead and cadmium lurk in the monitor's cathode ray tubes, bromine in the printed circuit boards, lithium in laptop batteries, and heavy metals are used to make the plastic casing flame retardant.  Recycling PCs and their 700odd component materials is complicated, so most are just dumped in landfill sites. But that will no longer be acceptable under two European Commission rules making their way into legislation. The new laws will set the standards by which all PC manufacturers, retailers and users will eventually have to abide by. They are: The EC Directive on Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) The WEEE Directive aims to minimize the impact of electronic equipment on the environment during their lifetimes and when they become waste The directive sets criteria for the collection, treatment and recycling of waste equipment, making the producers responsible for financing those activities. Retailers will be obliged to accept an old waste appliance when a customer buys a new one. Collection facilities must also be made available for any products that are discarded without the purchase of a new version. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410140697.html
Disposal of Phone Cards Stirs Environmental Concerns

Daily Champion (Lagos): Telecommunications subscribers use up millions of recharge cards daily, all of which find their ways to streets as soon as used, reminding us of the worries the indiscriminate dumping of sachets of "pure water" has caused the country, Ken Nwogbo reports. Nigeria's digital infrastructure has maintained a constant growth with the launch of Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) services in the country some three years ago. One of the great advantages of this technology revolution is that it has helped Nigeria leap-frog from one level to another. Lives have been changed with better ways of communications and the business sector is being revolutionized by computers, mobile phones and internet cafes. But the burgeoning improvement in digital infrastructure has presented other unpalatable features particularly the environmental concern of the reckless disposable of used telecommunications recharge cards. Telecommunications operators from GSM, fixed telephone operators and prepaid international calling card operators all use disposable recharge cards. There are estimated six million telephone subscribers in the country as well as dots of international prepaid call users. Over 500 million prepaid recharge cards are used annually in Nigeria and a substantial number of them are made with plastic, non-biodegradable materials. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410140795.html
US group supports Mozambique's Gorongosa Park

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - A private US organization, the Gregory C. Carr Foundation, whose work is to preserve natural resources, has pledged to donate 500,000 US dollars in support of the Gorongosa National Park in the central Mozambican province of Sofala, reports Thursday's issue of the Maputo daily "Noticias." The pledge was made by Gregory Carr, the chairperson of the foundation, who signed a memorandum of understanding with the Mozambican tourism ministry. The money is meant for the rehabilitation and operations of the park, focusing on development and natural resource conservation programmes, improve the park's management system, including biodiversity and community management programmes, inventory of the existing resources, scientific research, and economic and market studies, will be the main focus of the grant. The document, valid for the next 12 months, also predicts ecological monitoring, and the creation of a data bank.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng059779&dte=14/10/2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

New Measures To CurbTrade In Endangered Species
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Friday, 15 October 2004 (Press Release: United Nations) - Endangered species received new measures of protection after countries agreed to strengthen wildlife management, fight illegal trafficking and update trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species, the United Nations environment agency said today. 
The 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which concluded today in Bangkok, moved to require export or trade permits for ramin trees and agarwood, great white sharks and humphead wrasses – two fish species of great commercial value – and banned all trade in the Irrawaddy dolphin. 
…“The Bangkok conference has crafted solutions to meet the particular needs of many wildlife species that are either endangered or that could become so if traded unsustainably,” said Willem Wijnstekers Secretary-General of CITES, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme UNEP). 
“These solutions seek to conserve the Earth’s rich heritage of biological diversity while supporting the sustainable development of local communities and national economies,” he said.  
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0410/S00184.htm 

New rules seek to stem illegal caviar trade, UN environment agency says
Payvand, Iran, 14 October 2004 - UN News Center, 13 October 2004 – Delegates at a meeting on endangered species have voted overwhelmingly to place time limits on the international caviar trade in a bid to halt illegal products from reaching global markets, the United Nations environment agency (UNEP) said today.
The move came in Bangkok where the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which seeks to ensure that global trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival, is holding its 13th Conference of Parties through tomorrow. UNEP staffs the treaty’s operations.
http://www.payvand.com/news/04/oct/1116.html 

Canara Bank unveils green loans
News Today, India, NT Bureau, Chennai, Oct 14 -  Canara Bank introduces loans for solar water heaters through all its branches in an effort to improve use of non-conventional energy sources in our country. The loans would carry a rate of interest of 5 per cent per annum. The scheme is implemented in association with Ministry of Non-Conventional Energy Sources, who will be providing interest subsidy (presently 5.75 per cent) to enable the bank to lend at this rate. 
…Other initiatives of Canara Bank under the Green Loans Scheme include loans for Solar Home Lighting System in the States of Karnataka and Kerala in association with United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) at reduced rate of interest with subsidy from UNEP.
http://newstodaynet.com/14oct/bu3.htm 

World ; UN agencies campaign to reduce death rates in natural disasters 
Keralanext, India, 14 October 2004 - World News, Early warning about looming natural disasters and other advance planning could halve the rates of death and destruction they cause over the decade beginning in 2010 compared to the previous 10-year period, United Nations officials said today.
…This year's disasters included hurricanes in the Caribbean and the United States, typhoons in the West Pacific, floods in East and Southeast Asia and the invasion of northwest Africa by locusts whose life cycles depend on weather conditions. 
In his message, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, called attention to the link between environmental neglect and poverty, which together turn natural hazards into disasters. "Time and again we see ordinary natural phenomena, such as heavy rains or prolonged dry spells, triggering extraordinary and sometimes catastrophic events."
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=55299 

World ; Women call for studies of health impact of environmental degradation
Keralanext, India, World News, Leading women environmentalists today called for research into the affect of toxic chemicals on the health of women and girls and they urged governments to make funds available to associations of poor women for such environmental projects as water, sanitation and poverty alleviation schemes and ecosystem management.
…The WAVE assembly, sponsored by the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the New York-based Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), included environment ministers from Iran, Kenya, South Africa, Swaziland and Sweden.
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=55292 
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Le Figaro, 15 octobre : Réunion de la CITES: les défenseurs de la nature crient victoire

BANGKOK (AFP) - Les défenseurs de la nature criaient victoire jeudi à l'issue de la réunion à Bangkok de la Convention sur le commerce des espèces menacées, en dépit d'avertissements selon lesquels le manque d'argent pourrait empêcher d'appliquer les mesures de protection(…….).

"Cette conférence a été l'une des meilleures" de la CITES, a déclaré son secrétaire général Willem Wijnstekers. Mais si la CITES ne réussit pas à obtenir une hausse de 10% de son budget, qui s'élève à 4,7 millions de dollars, ses efforts pour aider les pays à lutter contre le commerce illégal sont vouées à l'échec, a-t-il dit. Les pays membres n'ont accepté qu'une hausse de 3%.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041014150329.h68nxv73.html
Libération, 15 octobre : « Espèces menacées. Bilan mitigé de la Convention pour la protection de la faune et de la flore à Bangkok. »
Le requin rit, l'éléphant moins

(……………) En clôture de la conférence, Willem Wijnstekers, secrétaire général de la Cites, a déploré le refus des Etats membres d'augmenter leurs contributions financières d'ici à la prochaine réunion, en 2007 aux Pays-Bas. «Nous n'avons aucune marge pour accroître nos activités, alors que les décisions prises nous donnent de plus en plus de responsabilités, comme celle de contrôler les marchés intérieurs d'ivoire en Afrique», a-t-il dit.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=246368
Liberation, 15 octobre : « Saisie de coraux vivants à Roissy »

Le 30 septembre, les douanes de Roissy ont saisi une tonne de pierres vivantes venues des Philippines et destinées au marché aquariophile. En principe, le commerce des pierres vivantes (morceaux de roches colonisées par la faune et la flore sous-marines des lagons) est autorisé. Mais la proportion de coraux ayant colonisé ces pierres était cette fois telle que cette importation devenait illégale : les coraux sont protégés par la Cites.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=246369
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Annan appeals to European countries to provide more UN peacekeeping troops

14 October - With demand for United Nations peacekeeping outpacing the supply of forces,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today issued an impassioned plea to the National Forum on Europe

meeting in Ireland for the continent's countries to lend their troops, civilian workers and expertise to

the world body's operations.

"The EU [European Union] is in a position to provide specialized skills that our largest troop

contributors may not be able to give us, and to deploy more rapidly than we can," said Mr. Annan,

who noted that less than one-tenth of all UN peacekeepers come from EU countries, while in

Africa, that proportion drops to one in 20.

The Secretary-General credited the French-led Operation Artemis in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) with saving

lives and called it "a model of EU cooperation with the UN."

He reminded the audience of the surging requirements for UN peacekeeping. "In the last nine months, with five new operations either deployed or on the drawing board, the demand on our peacekeeping has jumped by about 50 per cent," he said. "We have around 56,000 troops and military observers deployed today, but we desperately need another 30,000 of them - not to mention many more civilian personnel, both police and others." Mr. Annan especially underscored the gravity of the situation in Darfur, Sudan, where fighting between Government and rebel forces has uprooted more than 1.45 million from their homes and forced another 200,000 to flee to neighbouring Chad.

"The humanitarian effort needs more money, and the African Union (AU) needs concrete support - including logistics, equipment and financing, as well as political pressure on the parties," he said. "Every country and organization that can help must do so, now."

The Secretary-General praised Ireland's contribution to peacekeeping, and called on other European nations to follow that lead.

Tomorrow Mr. Annan is scheduled to visit an Irish military base for a demonstration on peacekeeping involving a live videolink with the commander of Irish forces in Liberia.

Secretary-General congratulates new Cambodian king

14 October - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today congratulated King Norodom Sihamoni for his election as Cambodia’s new King and Head of State.

The Secretary-General welcomed the Royal Throne Council’s unanimous election of King Sihamoni and offered his best wishes to the new monarch, a spokesperson for Mr. Annan said in New York. “He wishes him every success in this important role.”

Through his spokesperson, Mr. Annan also paid tribute to King Samdech Norodom Sihanouk for the “outstanding public service” rendered to his country the last 50 years. He also praised the former King’s indispensable role during the peace process that led to the Cambodia’s first democratic elections in 1993.

Kofi Annan

Annan hails inauguration of Somali Transitional President Ahmed

14 October - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the inauguration of Col. Abdullahi Yusuf

Ahmed as Transitional President of Somalia, calling it "a significant and hopeful development" in the

Horn of Africa country that has lacked effective national governance structures for more than a decade.

"The Somali peace process is an example of what can be achieved through regional cohesiveness and

vision," Mr. Annan said in a message delivered at the inauguration in Nairobi, Kenya, by his Special

Adviser on Africa, Mohamed Sahnoun.

"We now need to do everything to sustain this momentum," he said, as he thanked individuals and

regional groups for the supportive roles they had played during the negotiations.

"Formidable challenges remain," he pointed out. For the political agreement and the new Transitional Government toreceive full support from Somalis and the international community, "it will be crucial for gains in the political arena to be accompanied by tangible improvements in the security situation."

He urged the international community to stand ready to assist Somalia and pledged that the United Nations would do its part, but he said the responsibility for restoring peace and stability in the country belonged to the Somalis themselves.

"No outside party can replace their genuine commitment to reconciliation and peace. International support, important as it is, can do only so much," he said.

Sole-sourced contracts for Iraq still at issue, monitoring board says

14 October - The International Advisory and Monitoring Board (IAMB) on the Development Fund for Iraq (DFI) has received an audit on the country's oil export sales during the first half of this year, a United Nations spokesman reported today.The IAMB said it would draw conclusions on the audit "after due consideration" of the audit reports presented by the firm KPMG.

The Board had previously voiced concern about the use of non-competitive contracting using DFI resources. Today, the IAMB said the United States Government had provided information on audits of sole-sourced contracts by the Defence Contract Audit Agency.

The US, the Board said, had also agreed to commission a special audit of sole-sourced contracts to determine, among other issues, whether any of those contracts had not been audited.

The IAMB is comprised of representatives of the United Nations, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the Arab Fund for Social Development. The audits of the DFI - the resources of which come mainly from the proceeds of petroleum export sales and are to be for the benefit of the Iraqi people - were conducted under the authority of a Security Council resolution on Iraq.

Meanwhile, donors to a separate reconstruction fund for Iraq ended their meeting today in Tokyo welcoming the progress made so far in disbursing funds to rebuild the war-torn country.

Nearly all of the $1 billion committed to the International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) has been allocated to priority projects approved by a review board, and the donor committee voiced appreciation that despite security challenges, many of the projects are moving forward.

UN-Afghan electoral authority isolates some ballots as counting of votes begins

14 October - The counting of votes in Afghanistan's historic presidential election began today after

officials from the joint United Nations-Afghan electoral authority agreed to isolate some ballot boxes

for further investigation of alleged polling irregularities.

Ballot boxes from 10 polling centres and 11 polling stations have been quarantined, the Joint Electoral

Management Body (JEMB) said today in a statement from Kabul, following a request from the panel of independent experts appointed to probe candidates' complaints about Saturday's vote.

The two members of the expert panel, Craig Jenness and Staffan Darnolf, told reporters yesterday that their request does not necessarily mean that irregularities have occurred.

"It does mean that in reviewing these complaints expeditiously it was evident that further investigation was required in these locations," Mr. Jenness said.

Candidates were originally supposed to file their complaints by 6 p.m. local time on Tuesday, but the panellists have extended that period to allow additional complaints to be submitted until 6 p.m. today. So far Mr. Jenness and Mr. Darnolf have received 43 complaints relating to voting in Kabul, Ghazni, Wardak and Logar provinces, and reviewed 37 of them by yesterday.

Now that the ballot boxes in question have been isolated, JEMB said the process of sorting and counting votes could begin. Counting is expected to take several weeks.

Security Council may meet in Kenya to prod parties in Sudanese peace talks

14 October - The Security Council is considering holding a meeting next month in Kenya, where

peace talks to resolve the long-running civil conflict in southern Sudan are taking place, to stimulate

the two parties towards striking a final peace agreement.

Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, which holds the rotating presidency this

month, told reporters today that Council members have discussed the possibility of travelling to

Nairobi between 17 and 19 November.

He said United States Ambassador John Danforth had proposed the Kenyan visit to act as "a catalyst" for progress at the peace talks between the Sudanese Government and the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A).

More than 2 million people have been killed in southern Sudan since the conflict began in 1983, while a separate conflict engulfing the Darfur region of western Sudan has claimed thousands of lives since last year and displaced at least 1.65 million people.

Mr. Jones Parry said that while many of the details of a trip to Nairobi had not yet been worked out, the Council's 15 Members "were very open to the idea."

"It should underline the potential support of the international community for what is happening in Sudan positively, and what would be available if Sudan could sort out the different peace processes and move forward," he said.  Mr. Jones Parry stressed that a visit was unlikely if any of the parties tried to use it "as an excuse not to make progress.

Quite the opposite - a visit would be predicated on the assumption that there would have been progress." UN spokesperson Denise Cook said today that the future financing of security forces in southern Sudan is the only remaining issue separating Khartoum and the rebels in the permanent ceasefire talks in Kenya. Sudanese First Vice-President Ali Othman Taha and SPLM/A Chairman John Garang are participating in the talks on a permanent ceasefire.

Ms. Cook said the question of financing the SPLM/A forces was the only pending issue between Khartoum and the rebels, whose negotiations are being mediated by the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), a grouping of countries of the region.

The UN's Deputy Special Representative for Political Affairs in Sudan, Taye Zerihoun, also urged the two sides to expedite their negotiations so they can strike a comprehensive peace agreement as soon as possible.

Meanwhile, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) has begun a programme with two non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to promote the rule of law in the strife-torn Darfur region of western Sudan.

During the past week the project - which aims to encourage greater dialogue on the rights of women and to use traditional methods of conflict-resolution - has encompassed almost 300 police officers, private and government lawyers, local sheiks and civil society members.

UN official in DR Congo to review how peacekeepers can do more with less

14 October - Following on a Security Council decision to expand the tasks of the United Nations operation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the senior UN peacekeeping official is in the country today  reviewing the challenges ahead.

Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno's visit to the country comes after the Security Council approved earlier this month an additional 5,900 troops for the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) - a figure that fell far short of the increase recommended by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

When the Council took that decision, the Secretary-General said that recommendations for expanding MONUC's tasks hadbeen made "on different assumptions" than the authorized troop strength, and said the Mission's concept of operations would have to be adapted accordingly.

In a report to the Council on MONUC, the Secretary-General praised developing countries for their contributions to the mission, but said the Security Council should not rely solely on those nations. "Other troop-contributing countries must also play an active role in assisting the Congolese peace process and I call on them to seriously consider the invaluable assistance they can provide to peace in the Democratic Republic of the Congo," he said.

In Ireland today, Mr. Annan appealed to European countries to contribute more to peacekeeping, noting that only one in 20 UN troops in Africa come from Europe. "The European Union is in a position to provide specialized skills that our largest troop contributors may not be able to give us, and to deploy more rapidly than we can," he told the National Forum on Europe.

There are currently some 10,800 troops, military observers and civilian police serving with MONUC, but of those only around 50 come from Europe.

The Department of Peacekeeping Operations is expected to brief the Council by 1 November on the changes deemed necessary in MONUC's structure and deployment.

UN agency faces $120 million shortfall for emergency aid to Palestinians

14 October - The United Nations relief agency assisting Palestinians faces a $120 million shortfall

for its emergency operations this year in Gaza and the West Bank, donor countries were told today.

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) said only $89.4 million has

been pledged for its $209.4 million Emergency Appeal for Gaza and the West Bank.

The Agency’s regular budget will also face a $7.3 million defic it by the end of 2004.

The directors of UNRWA’s main programmes – which provide education, health, relief and social services, micro-credit and camp development to the refugees – also presented to the two-day meeting of 26 major donor countries plans for upgrading the Agency’s services over the next three to five years. Suffering in the occupied territory is increasing as refugees endure the escalating conflict and the difficulties faced by UNRWA in trying to deliver humanitarian services. Agency officials noted that UNRWA has only recently been able to deliver food to aid to 600,000 refugees that should have been distributed in June. The delay was caused by Israeli security procedures at the crossings into and out of the strip.

Many donors called for Israel to comply fully with its obligations under international humanitarian law and allow UNRWA full and unrestricted access for the delivery of humanitarian aid.

The European Commission announced a pledge of €20 million (euros) for Gaza and The Netherlands announced it would donate an additional €3 million to the Emergency Appeal, totalling around $27.6 million of assistance to the Palestine refugees.

Donor representatives paid tribute to the Agency’s employees, who face considerable risks in the occupied territory. Just last Sunday, UNRWA teacher Maher Mahmoud Zakout was killed on his way to work during the ongoing Israeli incursion into northern Gaza. In total, 11 UNRWA employees have now been killed in the course of the present conflict. Referring to recent allegations made against Agency staff by the Israeli authorities, UNRWA Commissioner-General Petern Hansen called for an end to false accusations. “It is in the interests of both the refugees and Israel for UNRWA and Israeli

authorities to have a mutually respectful relationship,” he said.

Security Council condemns violence in Haiti

14 October - The members of the Security Council today condemned the ongoing fighting in Haiti and gave their backing to the top United Nations envoy and the UN peacekeeping operation in the Caribbean nation. Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, which holds the Council's rotating presidency, said the 15 members called on the parties there "to take as much care as they can to respect the rule of law and to refrain from violence."

They also expressed their support, "very strongly," for the Secretary-General's Special Representative, Juan Gabriel Valdés, and the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), "and we hope that things will get better," he added.

Meanwhile, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has handed out 1,394 tons of food to about 411,400 people since 22 September when a deadly tropical storm left raging floodwaters in the Caribbean nation, MINUSTAH said at a news conference yesterday.

The national office in charge of coordinating disaster relief gave the death toll from Tropical Storm Jeanne as 1,870 and the number of people reported missing as 884, while 2,620 were injured and 4,628 houses were destroyed. In all, the people who were negatively affected numbered 298,926, MINUSTAH said.

Population growth is slowing but development challenges remain, says Fréchette

14 October - Rapid population growth is starting to come to an end around much of the world, but many regions are still struggling against the problems of poverty and pollution, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette told a General Assembly meeting held today to mark the 10th anniversary of the landmark population and development conference in Cairo.

Ms. Fréchette said many countries were still being bedevilled by the development problems that follow sudden urbanization and population growth, as well as by the human and financial tolls left by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

"We can and must go further" in the decade ahead, she said, if the world is to meet the goals and targets established at the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), when 179 States agreed to a 20-year programme to try to improve reproductive health, alleviate poverty, secure gender equality and promote human rights.

Ms. Fréchette said the pace of population growth had begun to slow in some countries, driven by falling fertility rates in almost every region of the world. Life expectancy has also risen around the world since Cairo, except for Eastern Europe, East Africa and southern Africa.

General Assembly President Jean Ping of Gabon said it was clear that the programme of action drawn up in Cairo had stood

the test of time as it was being used by countless nations to frame their policies to reduce poverty and boost development. But, he added, the developing world still faced particularly daunting challenges, from the problems caused by HIV/AIDS to the millions of mothers who die each year from complications during childbirth. Describing Cairo as a turning point, UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid said it had allowed people to speak publicly about issues that were once taboo, such as violence against women and the use of sexual violence as a weapon in conflicts. She urged governments to invest more to "break the cycle" of poverty in which millions of people in poor countries are trapped - whether by increasing access to education, lifting health care standards or aiming to eliminate gender inequality and discrimination.

Commission expert on AIDS in Africa says pandemic threatens continent's future

14 October - The future stability of Africa will be thrown into doubt if its people now living with HIV/AIDS - a valuable human resource for the continent - are denied treatment, a patron of the United Nations-chaired Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa said today.

"There is no evidence that any country has begun to address comprehensively the human resource planning challenges raised by the HIV epidemic," former Mozambican Prime Minister Pascoal Mocumbi told the African Development Forum in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

But he added, "The very future of our societies is tied to keeping these people alive. There is no escaping the fact that the loss of teachers, health workers and civil servants at the rates witnessed today threatens deterioration and eventual collapse. The cost of writing off HIV-infected people is too high to contemplate." Mr. Mocumbi and former Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda are the two patrons of the 13-member Commission, which was established in 2003. It is scheduled to report to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan next June on the long-term impact of AIDS in Africa and make recommendations on handling related problems.

"We have little or no information on the ramifications of mortality amongst senior government officials," Mr. Mocumbi told hundreds of delegates at the Forum. "What effects are such losses having on the delivery of public services, economic development and national security? At what point might institutions - or States as a whole - simply cease to function?" The Commission is chaired by the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), K. Y. Amoako.

The 13 commissioners ended their third meeting yesterday. Its work is aimed at providing governments with practical recommendations on improving and expanding prevention,

treatment and care programmes, as well as rethinking their national growth and development strategies, Mr. Mocumbi said. Extending the lifespan of people infected with HIV remained Africa's greatest challenge, he said.

New measures in place for trade in endangered species – UN

14 October - Endangered species received new measures of protection after countries agreed to

strengthen wildlife management, fight illegal trafficking and update trade rules for a wide range of

plant and animal species, the United Nations environment agency said today.

The 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species

of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which concluded today in Bangkok, moved to require export or

trade permits for ramin trees and agarwood, great white sharks and humphead wrasses – two fish

species of great commercial value – and banned all trade in the Irrawaddy dolphin.

Trade rules were also strengthened for a number of medicinal plants, including hoodia, used in diet pills; the desert-living cistanche, a natural tonic; and the Chinese yew tree, which boasts cancer-fighting properties.

On African elephants, the conference agreed to an ambitious action plan for cracking down on unregulated domestic markets in elephant ivory, which have been serving as major outlets for poached ivory, particularly in a number of African and Asian countries. Under the scheme, all African elephant range States will strengthen their legislation and their enforcement efforts, launch public awareness campaigns and report on progress by the end of March 2005.

The meeting also agreed that Namibia and South Africa may open up trophy hunting of the black rhino for the first time in many years, with an annual quota of five animals each. Swaziland may also open up strictly controlled hunting of its population of white rhino and export some live animals. The intent of these decisions is to allow the range States to manage their rhino herds more effectively and to earn income for rhino conservation. On the sidelines of the meeting, 2004 quotas for caviar exports from the Caspian Sea were announced, as the five Caspian

Sea States agreed to take stronger action on sturgeon conservation and illegal trade and harvesting.

“The Bangkok conference has craf ted solutions to meet the particular needs of many wildlife species that are either endangered or that could become so if traded unsustainably,” said Willem Wijnstekers Secretary-General of CITES, which is administered by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

“These solutions seek to conserve the Earth’s rich heritage of biological diversity while supporting the sustainable development of local communities and national economies,” he said.

Strengthening families vital to the struggle against poverty, UN official says

14 October - Formulating policies to strengthen families must be a key component of worldwide and

national efforts to eradicate poverty, a senior United Nations official said today.

"It is clear that the stress of poverty can destroy family cohesion and lead to social exclusion and social disintegration. Yet, despite these challenges, families all over the world remain a most vital force in the battle to eradicate poverty," the Under-Secretary-General heading the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), José Antonio Ocampo, said in a speech ahead of the 12th International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on Sunday.

"Families are the providers of first resort and the providers of last resort. The mutual caring, sharing and nurturing that family members provide for one another are the essential elements that allow people living in poverty to survive each and every day." Mr. Ocampo was a panellist discussing a study by the international anti-poverty non-governmental organization (NGO),

The UN Daily News is prepared at UN Headquarters in New York by the News Services Section of the News and Media Division, Department of Public Information (DPI)

ATD Fourth World, called "How Poverty Separates Parents and Children." Halving extreme poverty by 2015 is one of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that the UN membership agreed on at a summit in 2000.

Summarizing its study, ATD Fourth World said, "In the face of poverty, parents can show unstinting resilience and courage on behalf of their children, making enormous efforts to safeguard relationships and keep the family together." Mr. Ocampo said the centrality of the family in society often had escaped the attention of policymakers and they had shown insufficient regard for the contributions families make to the well-being of their members. DESA was promoting the integration of a family perspective into policy-making, he said. "Ten years after the (March 1995) Social Summit, it is evident that sustained and broad-based economic growth remains critical to poverty reduction," he said. "Yet, in the context of an equity-enhancing growth strategy, other fundamental aspects of development, such as employment, education, health care and social integration, including adequate and stable funding for social policies and programmes, need to be forcefully brought back into policy formulation if the causes of poverty - and not merely its symptoms - are to be successfully addressed."

WHO welcomes progress in malaria vaccine trial

14 October - The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today welcomed news that a potential malaria vaccine could protect toddlers in Africa, and stressed the vital role of the continent's institutions in developing tools to fight a major killer of children.

Dr. Marie-Paule Kieny, Director of WHO's Initiative for Vaccine Research (IVR), described the clinical results of the RTS,S/AS02A vaccine as a "breakthrough" that proved the possibility of an effective malaria vaccine, but added that much more work on it was needed.

"This step forward also highlights the crucial role that African governments, research institutions and scientists in the malaria-endemic areas of Africa play in developing tools and strategies against this major killer of children," Dr. Kieny said. The RTS,S/AS02A vaccine is the first in 25 years to demonstrate a significant capability to protect human adult volunteers against an experimental infection with the malaria parasite. The results also show that the vaccine induces protection against

malaria in children between one and four years old in Africa. From April 2003 to May 2004, three doses of RTS, S/AS02A were given to 2,022 one- to four-year-olds in Maputo Province, Mozambique, which has perennial malaria transmission mostly due to Plasmodium falciparum, one of the most common and the most deadly type of malaria parasites.

The candidate vaccine delayed the time to new infections with the malaria parasite by 45 per cent, cut by nearly a third the risk of a clinical episode of malaria and reduced by 57.7 per cent new episodes of severe malaria - which may lead child survivors to suffer from learning impairments or brain damage.

Dr. Kieny said that although that last figure was less than that of classical childhood vaccines, which often record rates greater than 80 per cent, "the outcome of the trial is very encouraging for the future of malaria vaccines because it is the first demonstration of any efficacy against severe malaria in children."

According to WHO, more than 40 per cent of the world's children live in malaria-endemic countries, where there are 300 million to 500 million infections each year. Around 90 per cent of the 1 million deaths each year due to malaria occur in Africa, mostly in children, and the illness is the leading cause of under-five mortality on the continent.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
14 October 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Denise Cook, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General
I have a statement for you.

“The Secretary-General welcomes the Royal Throne Council’s unanimous election of His Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni as the new King and Head of State of the RoyalKingdom of Cambodia.  He wishes him every success in this important role.”

“The Secretary-General takes this opportunity to extend to His Majesty King Sihamoni his sincere congratulations and best wishes.  He also wishes to pay tribute to His Majesty Samdech Norodom Sihanouk for the outstanding public service he has rendered to his country spanning half a century, and the indispensable role he played during the peace process that led to the first democratic elections in Cambodia in 1993.”

**SG in Ireland
On the Secretary-General’s travels, the Secretary-General, speaking in Dublin, Ireland, today called for Europe to do more in its support for the United Nations work, including UN peacekeeping.

Addressing the National Forum on Europe, the Secretary-General said the European Union is in a position to provide specialized skills that the UN’s largest troop contributors may not have.  Yet today, he said, less than one-tenth of all UN peacekeepers come from EU countries.  Ireland, he said, was bucking that trend, adding, “I hope that other European nations will follow your lead”.

The Secretary-General also emphasized that much more help is needed for the people of Darfur, Sudan.  “Every country and organization that can help must do so, now”, he said.

We have copies of his speech upstairs.

The Secretary-General and his wife, Nane, also had a private meeting in the afternoon with the Irish President, Mary McAleese, and her husband, Martin.

**Iraq Development Fund
The International Advisory and Monitoring Board received during its recently concluded meeting in New York the final audit report of the Development Fund for Iraq.

The audit, carried out by the firm of KPMG, covers oil sales and operations of the fund from January 2004 to 28 June 2004 and supplements earlier reports covering the period from 23 May 2003 to 31 December 2003.

The board comprises representatives of the United Nations, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the Arab Fund for Social Development.  The audits were conducted under the authority of Security Council resolution 1483.

The full audit is currently available on the IAMB’s web site, which is www.IAMB.info.  The Board will also issue a report summarizing its comments and conclusions after due consideration and review of this report.  And a press release is available upstairs.

**Somalia
On Somalia, the Secretary-General today gave his congratulations to Colonel Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, who was inaugurated in Nairobi, Kenya, as the Transitional President of Somalia.

The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, Mohamed Sahnoun, attended the inauguration and delivered a message on the Secretary-General’s behalf, calling today’s ceremony “a significant and hopeful development”.

The Secretary-General says he looks forward to the formation, in the near future, of a Transitional National Government capable of beginning reconciliation and reconstruction in a spirit of consensus and dialogue.

And we have that message upstairs.

**Afghanistan
On to Afghanistan.  In Kabul, the Expert Panel that was set up to investigate complaints about the Afghan elections said that they had given the country’s presidential candidates until 6 p.m. local time today to lodge complaints.

The panel had received 43 complaints from candidates, and had reviewed 37 of them, as a priority by yesterday.  They then recommended the isolation of ballot boxes in 10 centres and 11 polling stations, so that they can be investigated further.

The Joint Electoral Management Body that organized the elections today took action to isolate those ballot boxes, while allowing other ballots to be mixed, sorted and counted, starting this morning.

We have a press statement from that body, as well as recent briefing notes provided by the UN mission in Afghanistan, which provide more details.

**Sudan
The North-South talks on the Sudan are continuing in Nairobi.  Talks between Sudanese First Vice-President Ali Taha and the Chairman of the SPLM/A, John Garang, have not yet resulted in an agreement on the issue of financing the SPLM/A forces, the only pending issue to finalize permanent cease-fire arrangements.

The UN’s Deputy Special Representative for Political Affairs in the Sudan, Taye Zerihoun, emphasized to the parties that they should make every effort to resolve pending issues to finalize the agreement on cease-fire arrangements, and to expedite the negotiations process in order to reach a comprehensive peace agreement as soon as possible.

Also regarding Sudan, the UN Development Programme, together with the International Rescue Committee and PLACE (a non-governmental organization) are carrying out a programme on the rule of law in Darfur.  Over the past week, the programme has targeted 150 police, 50 civil society members and 25 lawyers from the judiciary, bar association and attorney-generals, as well as 50 sheiks in the Kalma camps.  UNDP reports that the programme is increasingly opening up dialogue on the rights and protection of women and on traditional conflict resolution mechanisms.

**Sudan -- Humanitarian
Also on Sudan, Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, today welcomed a 3 million dollar contribution by Saudi Arabia to the UN Humanitarian Appeal for the Darfur region of the Sudan.

Egeland said, “The donation is a welcome indication that UN Humanitarian appeals are attracting support from countries from outside the traditional group of donors”.

**Security Council
The Security Council has scheduled consultations at 3 this afternoon, to consider a draft resolution on nominations for permanent judges to serve on the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

The Council is expected to forward nominations to the General Assembly, which would then vote to elect 14 judges for the Tribunal.  The draft resolution forwards the names of 22 candidates.  A vote is expected following today’s consultations.

**Democratic Republic of the Congo
On the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, is leading a UN headquarters team to the Democratic Republic of the Congo to review the tasks that can be performed by the UN Mission there.

This follows the Security Council’s decision on 1 October to approve an additional 5,900 troops for the mission, a figure, which fell far short of the increase recommended by the Secretary-General’s report.

The Department of Peacekeeping Operations is expected to brief the Council by 1 November on the changes deemed necessary in structure and deployment of the Mission.

**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, or UNRWA, held a two-day meeting in Amman, Jordan, with 26 major donor countries.  The meeting saw many of the donors pledge their support for the Agency’s work and pay tribute to its employees in the face of considerable risk.

The donors were told that the Agency faces a deficit of $7.3 million on its regular budget for the end of 2004, and that its $209 million emergency appeal had so far received pledges of $89 million.  Pledges announced today by the European Commission and the Netherlands amounted to another $27.6 million.  And we have more details for you in a press release, which is upstairs.

DSG/Population Anniversary
The General Assembly is commemorating today the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development.

The Conference, which was held in Cairo, saw 179 governments agree on a plan to fight poverty by balancing the world’s people with its resources, improving women’s status, and ensuring universal access to reproductive health services.

In remarks made at today’s commemoration, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, said that much progress has been made in these areas, but there are parts of the world, which aren’t sharing in the progress, and new challenges have emerged, such as rapid urbanization and international migration.

She also called on governments to put aside their differences on sensitive issues and work together.  We have copies of her remarks upstairs.

**UNFPA/ICPD
And on the same issue, the UN Population Fund has welcomed a statement by world leaders re-affirming their support of the action plan agreed on at the International Conference on Population and Development 10 years ago.

The 20-year action plan deals with increasing access to reproductive health, alleviating poverty, and securing gender equality.

The Fund says that the statement will give an important boost to national implementation and overall development efforts.  And we have more on this upstairs in a press release from UNFPA.

**DSG/CEDAW Anniversary
Yesterday, as you’ll remember, was the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, also known as the CEDAW Convention.

Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, took part in a roundtable event here at UN Headquarters to mark the event.

In her remarks, she said that while much has been achieved, there was still a long way to go to achieve compliance with all the Convention’s terms.

She added that she hoped the anniversary would give new impetus in achieving universal ratification of this Convention.  And we have copies of the Deputy Secretary-General’s full remarks upstairs.

**Africa HIV/AIDS
The former Prime Minister of Mozambique, Pascoal Mocumbi, has warned of devastating consequences for Africa if HIV-positive people are not given treatment.

Mr. Mocumbi made the statement in Ethiopia today, before delegates at the African Development Forum, which was hosted by the UN Economic Commission for Africa.

He was giving a preview of the likely findings of the Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa that is due to report to the Secretary General in June next year.  Mr. Mocumbi is one of the Commission’s patrons.

In his warning, Mr. Mocumbi said that the cost of writing off HIV-infected people is too high to contemplate –- as there is no escaping the fact that the loss of teachers, health workers and civil servants at the rates witnessed today threatens deterioration and eventual collapse of Africa.  And we have more on this upstairs.

**CITES/Conference Wrap
A two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES, ended in Bangkok today after deciding to strengthen wildlife management, combat illegal trafficking and update the trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species.  Some of the animals affected by the decisions include the great white shark and the humphead wrasse –-two fish species of great commercial value –- as well as the Irrawaddy dolphin and the African elephant.  And we have more on this upstairs in a press release from CITES.

**UN Post/Disarmament Stamp
Also today, the UN Postal Administration will introduce a new stamp on disarmament.  The stamp is the result of a collaborative effort of the UN’s Department of Disarmament Affairs and the Postal Administration.  The stamp, designed by French artist, Michael Granger, focuses on the idea that children involved in conflicts should be in school and not involved in war- and gun-related violence.

It’ll be launched tomorrow at the Javits Centre in New York; and the actor Michael Douglas, who’s also UN Messenger of Peace, has a recorded video message for the launch of the stamp.  His message will be screened in the First Committee, on the televisions throughout the Secretariat Lobby and on Channel 78.  And we have more information for those of you, who are interested, upstairs.

**Press Conferences tomorrow
As for press conferences,  tomorrow at 12:30, the President of the General Assembly, Mr. Jean Ping, will be here to brief you.

And at 3 p.m., the Disarmament and Decolonization Affairs Branch will be sponsoring a press conference on the Micah Challenge, which is a global campaign of the World Evangelical Alliance and the Micah Network to mobilize Christians against poverty.

**World Chronicle Television Programme
And a final announcement, World Chronicle programme no. 949 hosted by Tony Jenkins, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.  The guest is Diane Quarless, Chief of the SmallIslandDevelopingStates, Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

And the discussion focused on the vulnerability of small island nations to natural disasters and the threat of global climate change.

And that’s all I have for you today.  Do you have any questions?

Question:   When will the UN delegation to Israel return here?  And do you have any information about their discussions with Israeli leaders?

Associate Spokesperson:No, we have nothing to add beyond what was said by the Spokesman yesterday.  The team is there.  I’ll find out for you when it’s returning.  I’m not quite sure of the exact date, and it will report back with its findings.

That’s it?  Djibril?
Spokesman for General Assembly President
Thank you, Denise.  Good afternoon.

As mentioned earlier by Denise, the General Assembly is commemorating today the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development.  The programme of action of the Conference was endorsed by the General Assembly in 1994 and it has “resisted the test of time”, as was mentioned by the President of the General Assembly, Mr. Jean Ping.

The Cairo Programme of Action is a document of reference to countries, who want to reach the goal of sustainable development, and remains of capital importance in realizing the Millennium Development Goals, President Jean Ping said.  President Jean Ping also urged the member states to mobilize the necessary resources to realize the objectives of the Cairo Programme of Action.  A French version of his statement is available upstairs in our office.

So far we have 66 speakers for this item.  Consequently, the President appealed to speakers to limit their statements to a maximum of seven minutes.  (To help speakers in managing their time, a light system has been installed at the speaker’s rostrum:  a green light is activated at the start of the statement.  It goes orange 30 seconds before the end, and a red at the end of the seven minutes.)

As I have mentioned the President of the General Assembly will give a press briefing tomorrow, Friday at 12:30 here in room 226, on the joint debate on the Report of the Security Council and the question of reform of the Security Council.

I am going to share with you some key elements of his concluding statement yesterday, marking the end of the three day joint debate.  President Ping stressed the importance of the Security Council Reform Issue, because no fewer than 106 speakers took the floor during the three days.

On the Council’s annual report, President Ping said that delegations had been pleased with the inclusion of an analytical section in that document, but they also called for such an analysis to be more thorough in the future.  There was an overwhelming consensus on the need for strengthening cooperation between the Security Council, the General Assembly and ECOSOC.  Speakers also called for a strengthening of relations between ECOSOC and regional organizations.  The importance of such a partnership was clearly demonstrated in Africa, where the Council had enlisted the support of Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the African Union.

On Security Council reform the President noted four major areas where consensus had emerged that the 15-member body must be revitalized ahead of the sixtieth anniversary; that such a reform should focus on the Council’s composition and its methods; that the expansion of the Council will make it more representative of geo-political realities in today’s world and make its discussions more legitimate; and that the expansion of the Council should make it possible for developing countries to be better represented.

The veto power was also commented upon by delegations.  Some felt it should be extended to future permanent members; others thought it should be restricted only to Chapter VII.  Still others that it should be eliminated altogether.  The Assembly President added that Brazil, Germany, and Japan, along with an African country, had been frequently mentioned as candidates for permanent seats on an expanded Security Council.  He said many delegations felt the reform must be undertaken within the framework of broader United Nations reform.  And he will give you more details tomorrow.

When we think about the General Assembly, New Yorkers often talk about gridlocks.  And I would like to report to you that the Committee on Relations with the Host Country adopted yesterday its annual report.  And this report addressed issues concerning the use of motor vehicles, parking and related matters; acceleration of immigration and customs procedures; and host country entry visas.  The report was approved without a vote and it raises issues regarding the New York Diplomatic Parking Programme including the failure to uphold the availability of the designated spaces, and failure to ticket or tow unauthorized vehicles parked in the designated spaces.  Other issues regarding delays in issuance of entry visas and travel restrictions were brought up by some speakers.  (You may recall that the Committee on Relations with the Host Country was established in 1971.)
That’s all I have for you.  Questions?  Yes, please?

Question:   You mentioned the strengthening of cooperation between the Security Council, the General Assembly and ECOSOC.  What kind of strengthening is it going to be?  And my second question concerns the elimination of the veto power.  How many people are trying, or how many people do you anticipate to vote on that?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:On your first question, many delegations felt that they were very pleased with the scope of the work of the Security Council, also the breadth of the work of the Security Council.  At the same time, they expressed concern that the Security Council was at times taking decisions, which encroached upon the mandate of the General Assembly or ECOSOC.  So, they called for strengthening of relations between the three organs.

Regarding the use of the veto, I gave you the four points, which were points of consensus.  The use of veto or non-use of veto was not a point of consensus per se.  It was the point that I mentioned, the three positions that were taken by the different speakers.  I don’t know whether I am being clear.  I don’t regard the issue of the use of veto or non-use of veto as among the four points that I mentioned earlier as being the points of consensus.  I just tried, in the summary by the President, to give you the three different positions.  Yes?

Question:   But are they are going to take a decision on that?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:There was a very strong feeling that the decision on Security Council reform should be taken within the framework of the sixtieth anniversary; before the sixtieth anniversary of the United Nations.  So, obviously all matters should ultimately be taken within that framework.

Okay.  Thank you.

* *** *
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