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 Tourism to biodiversity areas growing fast, must be monitored: report

DURBAN, South Africa, Sept 12

      Tourism to biodiversity hot-spots is growing rapidly and requires careful planning to avoid damage, experts

      cautioned at a global environmental congress in South Africa Friday.

      "Tourism has huge potential for good and evil," UN Environment Programme (UNEP) executive director

      Klaus Toepfer told reporters at the fifth World Parks Congress in the eastern harbour city of Durban.

      "Tourism relies on stable and healthy communities and environments. It cannot ruin the very wildlife and

      landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on," Toefper said. 

      UNEP and Conservation International released a report at the 10-day conference where thousands of

      delegates from across the globe are discussing the world's 100,000 protected areas and how to safeguard

      them.

      The report said rapid tourism growth was occurring in countries known for their rich biodiversity.

      These include Cambodia, Brazil, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Laos, Nicaragua and South Africa. In all

      those countries, tourism more than doubled between 1990 and 2000.

      "With nature and adventure travel one of the fastest-growing segments within the tourism industry, the

      Earth's most fragile, high biodiversity areas are where most of that expansion will take place," the report

      said.

      "While tourism has the potential to provide opportunities for conserving nature, tourism development, when

      done improperly, can be a major threat to biodiversity."

      Tourism generates 11 percent of global gross domestic product, employs 200 million people and transports

      nearly 700 million international travellers per year, a figure expected to double by 2020, the study showed.

      The leading author of the report, Costas Christ, said a combined strategy linking tourism development,

      nature conservation and communities living in protected areas was the only way forward.

      "We are at a crossroads in the Earth's last strongholds for biodiversity, where nature, struggling communities

      and the expanding world of tourism meet," he said.

      "We can develop strategies that both conserve Earth's most endangered ecosystems and help make a

      significant contribution to alleviating proverty."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Fri Sep 12, 4:48 PM ET

Tourism a Huge Threat to Global Environment

By Ed Stoddard 

 DURBAN, South Africa (Reuters) - A boom in world tourism is posing a huge threat to some of the planet's most sensitive ecosystems, according to a study

 released on Friday. 

  The study, by Conservation International (CI) and the United Nations (news - web sites) Environment Program (UNEP), said tourism rose by more than 100

  percent between 1990 and 2000 in the world's "biodiversity hotspots," which include the tropical Andes and the Guinean forests of West Africa. 

 CI has identified 25 such areas, which contain 44 percent of all identified endemic plant species and 35 percent of all known endemic species of birds,

 mammals, reptiles and amphibians. 

 The hotspots cover only 1.4 percent of the planet's land area and all been significantly altered by human activities. 

 "In some places the growth (in tourism) has been staggering," CI and UNEP said in a statement released at the fifth World Parks Congress in the South African

 port city of Durban. 

 "Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than 200 percent in both Laos and Cambodia, nearly 500 percent in South Africa, (and) over 300 percent

 in the countries of Brazil, Nicaragua and El Salvador (news - web sites)," it said. 

 Costas Christ of CI, one of the report's authors, told Reuters tourist development in ecologically sensitive areas often severely damages its main attraction -- the

 environment. 

 "Many of these developments are in arid countries and so the limited water supply comes under pressure...and if development ultimately kills off the

 environment then tourists have no incentive to come," he said. 

 The report highlighted the Mexican resort of Cancun, where world trade talks are being held, as an example of unsustainable tourism which is impacting

 negatively on the environment. 

 "Prior to its development as a tourist resort in the 1970s, only 12 families lived on the barrier island of Cancun," it said. 

 Now, the resort has 2.6 million visitors per year, the local mangrove and inland forests have been cut down, and in the settlement that has grown nearby, 75

 percent of the sewage of the population is untreated. 

 Tourism is often said to benefit the environment by creating jobs and other opportunities for poor rural communities who might otherwise exploit local natural

 resources for survival. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

14/09/2003

Tourism a huge threat to global environment: study. 
A boom in world tourism is posing a huge threat to some of the planet's most sensitive ecosystems, a study says. 

The study, by Conservation International (CI) and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), said tourism rose by more than 100 per cent between 1990 and 2000 in the world's "biodiversity hotspots", which include the tropical Andes and the Guinean forests of western Africa. 

CI has identified 25 such areas, which contain 44 per cent of all identified endemic plant species and 35 per cent of all known endemic species of birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians. 

The hotspots cover only 1.4 per cent of the planet's land area and all been significantly altered by human activities. 

"In some places the growth [in tourism] has been staggering," CI and UNEP said in a statement released at the fifth World Parks Congress in the South African port city of Durban. 

"Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than 200 per cent in both Laos and Cambodia, nearly 500 per cent in South Africa, [and] over 300 per cent in the countries of Brazil, Nicaragua and El Salvador," it said. 

Costas Christ, one of the report's authors, said tourist development in ecologically sensitive areas often severely damages its main attraction - the environment. 

"Many of these developments are in arid countries and so the limited water supply comes under pressure ... and if development ultimately kills off the environment then tourists have no incentive to come," he said. 

The report highlighted the Mexican resort of Cancun, where World Trade Organisation (WTO) talks are being held, as an example of unsustainable tourism that is impacting negatively on the environment. 

"Prior to its development as a tourist resort in the 1970s, only 12 families lived on the barrier island of Cancun," it said. 

Now, the resort has 2.6 million visitors per year, the local mangrove and inland forests have been cut down, and in the settlement that has grown nearby, 75 per cent of the sewage of the population is untreated. 

Tourism is often said to benefit the environment by creating jobs and other opportunities for poor rural communities who might otherwise exploit local natural resources for survival. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Boston Globe

Study: Tourism threatens environment

  Development said to damage areas of high biodiversity

  By Ed Stoddard, Reuters, 9/13/2003

  DURBAN, South Africa -- A boom in world tourism poses a huge threat to some of the planet's most sensitive ecosystems, according to a study released yesterday.

  The study by Conservation International, or CI, and the United Nations Environment Program, or UNEP, said tourism rose by more  than 100 percent between 1990 and 2000 in the world's "biodiversity hot spots," including the tropical Andes and the Guinean  forests of western Africa.

  CI has identified 25 such areas, which contain 44 percent of all identified endemic plant species and 35 percent of all known  endemic species of birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians. The hot spots cover only 1.4 percent of the planet's land area and all  have been significantly altered by human activities.

  "In some places the growth [in tourism] has been staggering," CI and UNEP said in a statement released at the World Parks Congress in Durban.

  "Over the past decade, tourism has increased by more than 200 percent in both Laos and Cambodia, nearly 500 percent in South Africa, [and] over 300 percent in the countries of Brazil, Nicaragua, and El Salvador," it said.

  Costas Christ of CI, one of the authors of the report, said tourist development in ecologically sensitive areas often severely damages  the sites' main attraction -- the environment. "Many of these developments are in arid countries and so the limited water supply  comes under pressure . . . and if development ultimately kills off the environment, then tourists have no incentive to come," he said.

  The report highlighted the Mexican resort of Cancun as an example of unsustainable tourism that is harming the environment. "Prior  to its development as a tourist resort in the 1970s, only 12 families lived on the barrier island of Cancun," the report said.

  Now, the resort has 2.6 million visitors per year, the local mangrove and inland forests have been cut down, and in the settlement  that has grown nearby, 75 percent of the sewage of the population is untreated.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

September 12, 2003, Friday

Tourism doubled in world's biodiversity areas, causing threat: UNEP

      BODY:

      NAIROBI, Sept. 12 (Xinhua) -- Tourism has increased by more than 100 percent between 1990 and 2000 in

      the world's biodiversity hotspots, causing threat to the areas, the Conservation International (CI) and the

      United Nations Environment Program ( UNEP) said here Friday.

      "With the growth of annual tourist arrivals worldwide expanding from 25 million in 1950 to more than 700

      million today, tourism's reach into the last pristine areas of the planet has brought the industry onto the

      agenda of conservation groups," the international environmental organization CI and the Nairobi-based UNEP

      jointly said in a press release.

      Tourism generates 11 percent of global gross domestic product, employs 200 million people and transports

      nearly 700 million international travelers every year, according to the release. 

      However, "with nature and adventure travel one of the fastest- growing segments within the tourism

      industry, the earth's most fragile, high biodiversity areas are where most of that expansion will likely take

      place," said the release.

      The release cited that poorly planned tourism development in the biodiversity hotspots has a range of

      negative impacts. These include removing pristine forests for infrastructure development, pollution,

      introduction of invasive species, water shortages and degradation of water supplies.

      In addition, tourism development is increasingly linked to the economies of the world's developing countries,

      which are often home to high biodiversity areas, the release said.

      While tourism has the potential to provide opportunities for conserving nature, tourism development, when

      done improperly, can be a major threat to biodiversity, the release said.

      "We are at a crossroads in the earth's last strongholds for biodiversity, where nature, struggling communities

      and the expanding world of tourism meet," Costas Christ, senior director for ecotourism of the CI, was

      quoted as saying.

      "By linking tourism development with biodiversity conservation and the well being of local communities, we

      can develop strategies that both conserve Earth's most endangered ecosystems and help make a significant

      contribution to alleviating poverty."

      Meanwhile, Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP, said that "tourism has huge potential for good or evil.

      It is in everyone's interest, particularly the industry's, that the economic power of 21st century tourism is

      harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife."

      "Tourism relies on stable and healthy communities and environments. It can not ruin the very wildlife and

      landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on," Topfer said.

      "Fortunately, there are many examples where tourism has balanced the needs of the industry with the needs

      of wildlife and people. We need to encourage and extend these across the globe so that they do not

      become islands of good practice in a sea of environmental decline," Topfer added. __________________________________________________________________________________________

India Express

Tourism could be threat to environment: UN report

          12.42 IST   13th Sept 2003 

               By IndiaExpress Bureau 

               Tourism could become a major threat to the environment, with the number of tourists

               to the world's biodiversity `hotspots' expected to double by 2020, warns a new UN

               report.

               The report by UNEP and Conservation International, released yesterday, forecasts

               that the number of tourists would double by 2020 in the world's biodiversity

               `hotspots' -- regions rich in species but facing extreme threat. 

               It could be a blessing or curse depending on how the increased flow is handled, the

               report titled `Tourism and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global Footprint', says. 

               It could be a major threat to nature or a chance to ease poverty of the world's

               poorest people, it says, noting that tourism generates 11 per cent of global GDP,

               employs 200 million people and transports nearly 700 million international travelers

               per year - a figure expected to double by 2020. 

               The study, which provides guidelines for governments, businesses, donors and local

               communities for supporting sustainable development, adds that with nature and

               adventure travel being among tourism's fastest-growing segments, the most fragile

               biodiversity areas are where most expansion is likely to take place. 

               The report also notes that tourism is a principal export of the 49 least-developed

               countries and number one for 37 of them and illustrates how, when guided by the

               principles of ecotourism - environmental sustainability, protection of nature, and

               supporting the well being of local peoples - it can provide important economic

               alternatives for local communities.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

News24, South Africa

Mangrove belt stops in Nahoon
12/09/2003 18:03 - (SA) 

Durban - Most residents of Nahoon outside East London probably do not realise their suburb is at the southernmost extent of an endangered species of coastal vegetation. 

The Nahoon River mouth is the site of the most southerly mangroves along Africa's east coast, according to a report released by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) at the World Parks Congress in Durban. 

The other end is thousands of kilometres to the north, at the tip of the Horn of Africa, in Somalia. 

The Unep says mangroves along South Africa's east coast are more extensive in the north, becoming less frequent in the southern estuaries. They are also disappearing quickly. 

According to the report, mangroves ocurred in 17 of the Transkei region's 76 estuaries in 1988. Now, only 14 boast mangrove habitat. 

"This reduction is indicative of losses occurring in unprotected areas along the entire South african coast." 

The biggest threats facing mangroves include harvesting, development, and reduction of freshwater flows into estuaries, causing river mouths to close. 

Mangroves are uniquely adapted to live in intertidal areas. 

Being at the southernmost limits of their range, they grow at a slower rate in South Africa than they do further north. 

"Thus, felling South African mangroves is an activity with a repercussion over longer time period than in other countries." 

The report says local mangroves are valued for their wood, which is often used to build fish traps. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Irish Times 

September 12, 2003 

Making waves to ensure protection of marine areas 

      We now hunt faster and farther for marine-living resources, so the oceans can no longer be treated as a

      free-for-all, writes Klaus Toepfer 

      Delegates from around the globe are gathered in the South African city of Durban to chart the way forward

      for the world's national parks and protected areas. 

      It is well over 100 years since the creation of the first modern protected area - Yellowstone National Park in

      the US. More than 11 per cent of the Earth's land surface has now been afforded protection and there are

      countless examples of success stories for both people and wildlife as a result. 

      The same, however, cannot be said for the marine world. Indeed figures to be released by the UN

      Environment Programme (UNEP) at the World Conservation Union's fifth World Park Congress will show

      that less than 1 per cent of the oceans and seas have been given the same kind of protection. It is not all

      doom and gloom. Australia, for example, has just unveiled proposals to create large swathes of so-called

      "no-take areas" across Queensland's Great Barrier Reef. These "no-take areas", in which fishing and

      extractive industries such as mining and dredging will be banned, will cover roughly one-third of the 350,000

      sq km marine park, up from just under 5 per cent now. The tourism industry, which generates nearly E3

      billion annually for the local and national economy and employs more than 47,000 people, is delighted. They

      believe the scheme will increase the number and size of fish for visitors to see, and improve and expand

      good snorkelling and diving sites. 

      Norway has stepped up action to protect its Tisler and Fjellknausen deep cold-water reefs. 

      The six west African countries of Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and Senegal have

      announced plans for a network of marine protected areas aimed at reducing over-fishing and possible

      threats from oil exploration. 

      But we need to do far more to ensure that oceans and their rich and varied lifeforms, upon which billions

      depend for food and livelihoods, are secured for current and future generations. Much of the marine world

      lies hidden beneath the waves, and the movements and lifestyles of its denizens have until recent decades

      remained a mystery. Unlike the land, where issues of ownership, of title deeds, of customary rights and of

      management are far better established, the oceans have been viewed as true wilderness areas owned by no

      one and free for all. 

      Fine in a world of plenty, when explorers like Cabot encountered so much cod off the east coast of North

      America his vessels were slowed by the sheer density of the shoals. Fine in a world where the summit of

      ocean-going technology was the sail and the dug-out canoe. 

      But the ability to hunt faster and farther for ever greater quantities of marine-living resources, and the

      growth in the global population where more than 40 per cent now live by the coast, means the oceans can

      no longer be treated as an unmanaged free-for-all. The coming into force of the UN Law of the Sea

      Convention, the development of regional fisheries agreements and initiatives such as UNEP's Regional Seas

      Programme are among some of the recent developments that are focusing attention on the marine world. 

      Many fishermen's organisations, appalled by the collapse of stocks and livelihoods, are demanding action too.

      They also realise that the unfettered use of the drift net, the bottom trawl and the purse seine means there

      will nothing of value left to catch in a few years. 

      Last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development and its plan of implementation gives governments, in

      partnership with industry and civil society, a blueprint for action, including for oceans. Among its

      recommendations are initiatives to restore fish stocks where possible to healthy levels by 2015 and to

      advance the implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA) to reduce the threat of pollution. 

      Significantly, it also urges the establishment of a global network of marine protected areas. 

      Big questions remain, not least in areas of funding and enforcement, especially in developing countries. But

      there is growing evidence that well-managed marine protected areas not only cover their costs, but can

      generate substantial income for the benefit of local people and national economies. 

      Costa Rica's tourist industry, based around a well-developed and well-managed network of both terrestrial

      and marine areas, is generating around $ 300 million a year - far more than it costs to maintain these areas. 

      The theme of this year's congress is "Benefits Beyond Boundaries". It is time to wholeheartedly support the

      early stirrings of this worldwide movement to protect marine areas, so that there are no longer artificial

      boundaries between the land and the oceans. 

      It can no longer be a question of whether we need marine parks, but how many and how big. Otherwise our

      grandchildren will, as with the dodo, learn about the turtles, the dugongs and the coral reefs at the knees of

      a history teacher, and we will have the tough job of explaining what a fish is. 

      Klaus Toepfer is executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

(Letter)

Will our grandchildren know what a fish is?

Sir,

This refers to the fine article under  the above title by Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United

Nations Environment Programme published in The Independent. According to the writer, in early September, delegates from across the globe will descend on the South African city of Durban to chart the way forward for the world's national parks and protected areas. This once in a decade event is both cause for celebration and cause for concern. It is well over 100 years since the creation of the first, modern, protected area - Yellowstone National Park in the United States. Over 10 per cent of the earth's land surface has now been afforded protection and there are countless examples of success stories for both people and wildlife as a result.

The same, however, cannot be said for the marine world. Indeed figures to be released at the IUCN's 5th World Parks Congress by UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre, will show that less than one per cent of the oceans and seas have been given the same kind of protection. It is not all doom and gloom. Australia, for example, has just unveiled proposals to create large swathes of so-called "no take areas" across queensland's Great Barrier Reef. These "no take areas", in which fishing and extractive industries such as mining and dredging will be banned, will cover roughly one third of the 350,000 square kilometre marine park up from just under 5 per cent now. The tourism industry, which generates nearly $3 billion annually for the local and national economy and which employs more than 47,000 people, is delighted.

So some positive steps haqve to be taken, otherwise our grandchildren will, as with the dodo, learn about the turtles, the dugongs and the coral reefs, at the knees of a history teacher, and we will have the tough job of explaining what a fish is.

S.M. Ajmal Huda Amin, Chandanpura, Chittagong

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn

Body set up to expedite anti-spill measures 

KARACHI, Sept 12: An Action Committee has been formed to monitor the implementation of the decisions taken by the Co-ordination Committee with regard to tackle the situation caused by oil spill from broken tanker Tasman Spirit. 

This was decided at a high-level meeting of the Co-ordination Committee, set up by President Gen Pervez Musharraf, which met on Friday at the Sindh Secretariat. 

The meeting reviewed the oil slick position, besides discussing measures to improve the environment and cleaning operation along coastline. 

The Action Committee, headed by Shujaat Ali Qarni, Environment Secretary, will comprise Brig Iftikhar Arshad Khan, Karachi Port Trust, Brig Maqsood Hussain, Administrator, Defence Housing Authority and Mir Hussain Ali, District Co-ordination Officer, City Government, while other members will also assist it, as and when required. 

The meeting was informed that debris and bags of contaminated sand would be shifted, in covered trucks, to a temporary site, so that later it could be properly dumped according to scientific methods. 

The Chief Secretary, Mutawakkil Kazi, while underlining the need for mapping the oil-hit area on scientific basis, ordered that its limits be also defined. 

Because of occurring near a thickly populated area, the spill should be documented, the meeting observed. 

The meeting decided that under a well-planned strategy, sediment sampling, coastal water survey and assessment of damage caused to national resources should be carried out by pooling all available resources. 

The CS ordered that a modern fool proof system be adopted to quickly transport the contaminated material from the beach to a landfill site at Jam Chakro. 

The CS urged special measures to ensure that contaminated material should not create any environmental hazard for the residents of the city during its transportation. 

The meeting was also informed that samples of oily sand had been collected from the beach under the supervision of experts for laboratory tests. 

Assessment of oil spill damage should be carried out through scientific investigation, covering all components of the ecosystem, the meeting emphasized. 

The committee appreciated the assistance being provided by Stefan Micallef, Chief Emergency Response Branch, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), who is currently here to tackle the disaster caused due to oil spillage, while the assessment report by EPA on environmental impact of the spill was also appreciated. 

MINISTER: Minister for State for Environment, Local Government and Rural Development Maj (retd) Tahir Iqbal has said that he would take up the matters related to oil spill at all required international and local levels. 

Speaking at a meeting with UNEP experts and environmental impact evaluation committee on oil-spill in Sindh EPA office on Thursday, he said that proposals would be formulated to examine intensity of the damage done to the environment and stated that the government would leave no stones unturned to properly handle this case, in collaboration with other government bodies. 

The minister was appraised of direct, in-direct and far-reaching damages inflicted upon the environment. He was also given a detailed briefing about the toxic effects on marine life and intensity of the scattered toxic matter on the beach.- PPI/APP 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn

Checks on accidental marine pollution proposed 

By Mukhtar Alam 


KARACHI, Sept 12: A committee constituted by the federal government has called for establishing a system for preparedness and response to accidental marine pollution emergencies, particularly in the wake of any future oil spill. 

The committee, which was assigned to evaluate the environmental impact caused by the massive oil spill from foreign ship Tasman Spiritand propose a workable environmental and restoration programme, also suggested strengthening of the draft national oil contingency plan which is aimed at responding to any future oil spill. 

In its report, the national committee incorporated the inputs from different government and private bodies discussing in detail the damages caused to environment and ecosystem due to Tasman oil spill during a period of over 40 days. 

It is understood that about 30,000 tonnes of crude oil drained out to the sea from the PNSC-chartered oil tanker, which ran aground on July 27 and collapsed later. 

Deliberating on the state of preparedness and response in any oil spill emergency situation, the official report stated that accidental marine oil for the most part was generally considered as an environmental emergency, which might have a serious impact on population, its economic activities, and there may be a certain degree of damage to the ecosystem. 

It stated that regardless of the scale of oil pollution, response to a marine pollution emergency can only be successful if a response organization existed there and any strategy of response has been agreed upon in advance while on the other hand trained personnel, tools and equipment are also available to operationally execute such a strategy, the report added. 

The committee recalled in the report that Pakistan had prepared a draft National Contingency Plan (NCP), which was presently awaiting approval. 

According to the draft plan, the response is based on three levels, i.e. Level 1, which is the oil spill situation in which the agency (port authority/provincial organization and institutions) in whose jurisdiction the oil spill has occurred to be competent to respond to the oil spill without activation of the NCP of Pakistan. 

Accordingly, the agency which would act as lead agency may, however, request assistance from any other agency under mutual agreement to respond to the oil spill under Level 1. 

Level 2 is the oil spill status in which the agency in whose jurisdiction the oil spill has occurred requests the National Environmental Coordination Committee (NECC), headed by the DG of the Federal EPA, which is responsible for the execution of the NCP, to activate the NCP irrespective of the size of the oil spill. 

Level 3 is the situation in which the NECC requests for international assistance. NECC is supported by an administrative and finance committee, while operational matters to combat the spill is given to the DG of the Maritime Security Agency, who is designated as the coordinator of the operations committee. 

In the light of the lessons learnt, it would be recommended that the NCP is revisited to reflect in the light of this experience before it is taken further, the report said. 

It was further pointed out that a review of the contingency plan should be a part of the contribution to building the capacities for preparedness for and response to oil pollution. 

About the proposed preparedness system it was stated in the report that such a project needed to be placed within the context of the International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness Response and Cooperation, 1990 (OPRC 90), which Pakistan has ratified, the South Asia Cooperative Environment Program (SACEP) established by UNEP and National Environmental Action Plan supported by UNDP in the field of environmental capacity building. 

The overall objective of the project shall be to establish an efficient and reliable national system for preparedness and response to accidental marine oil pollution. The project could have some specific objectives, which include the revision and updating of the draft national contingency plan and relating regional, local, public and private plans for the provincial area of Sindh. 

Other objectives as the report emphasized upon are: to prepare legislation establishing a national system (organization) for accidental marine pollution response preparedness; to make a detailed risk assessment for Karachi Port and Port Qasim; to introduce sensitivity mapping and oil spill modelling as tools for developing proper response strategies; to establish a database on national expertise and programmes on oil-related matters; to identify oil spill response equipment, products and other means required for the effective implementation of the contingency plan and to facilitate the procurement of necessary material and the setting up of response equipment stockpiles. 

It was further recommended that the government should also facilitate the establishment of an Oil Spill Response Centre equipped with communication equipment for use in case of emergency covering Karachi Port and Port Qasim. 

To train sufficient number of response personnel at different levels, in various aspects of oil spill response, with a view to enabling effective functioning of the national system and the implementation of the national contingency plan within areas extending from Karachi Port to Port Qasim. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Dawn

12 September 203

Experts warn of radioactive battlefields in Iraq 

By Katherine Stapp 


NEW YORK: Concerns are growing about the presence of depleted uranium and other toxins in Iraq following a rash of illnesses among US troops and the discovery by a reporter that radiation levels in parts of Baghdad are extremely elevated. 

So far, according to figures obtained by the Washington Post, more than 6,000 soldiers have been pulled out of Iraq for medical reasons since the start of the war. About 1,400 of them were injured in combat or non-combat incidents, such as vehicle accidents, meaning the majority were evacuated for various physical or psychological illnesses. 

No further breakdown has been released. In July, the US Army announced that two soldiers had died of severe pneumonia and more than 100 were hospitalised for the illness. The deaths are still being investigated. 

While experts discount a single cause for these illnesses, some remain concerned that neither the troops stationed in Iraq nor the civilian population is being adequately protected from toxic residues left over from the war. 

These fears were heightened when a correspondent for the Christian Science Monitor took a Geiger counter to parts of Baghdad that had been subjected to heavy shelling by US troops. He found radiation levels 1,000 to 1,900 times higher than normal in residential areas where children were playing nearby. 

One explanation is the presence of depleted uranium (DU), the trace element left over when uranium is enriched and the most radioactive types have been removed for use as nuclear fuel or nuclear weapons. DU munitions vaporise on contact, dispersing particles over wide areas, where they settle as dust that can be inhaled or ingested. 

The Pentagon has portrayed DU munitions as indispensable in giving US soldiers an edge on the battlefield. The high density of DU shells allows them to punch through walls and armoured vehicles. 

But some see a more cynical reason for their popularity: the United States is the largest generator of DU in the world, with a stockpile of 700,000 tonnes and growing. Since the supply is controlled by the Department of Energy, it is readily available and free of charge. Transforming DU into weaponry has the added advantage of easing the DOE's burden to safely store the spent nuclear fuel. 

DU munitions made their debut in the 1991 Gulf War, and were later deployed in Bosnia and Kosovo. It is almost certain that DU was used in Afghanistan in 2001, but information on the exact amount remains unavailable. 

Precise data is similarly hard to come by for the most recent US-led invasion of Iraq, but based on preliminary reports, experts estimate that at least 200 tonnes of DU were released during combat. While some studies on the effects of DU have been inconclusive, others determined that it raises the risk of childhood cancers, birth defects and other long-term health damage. 

"The Pentagon's own published studies have shown adverse health effects," said Charles Sheehan-Miles, executive director of the Nuclear Policy Research Institute, which published an analysis of the available scientific research on DU in July. 

His concerns appear to be well founded. Two Iraqi doctors visiting Japan recently reported a ten-fold increase in the number or of cancer cases diagnosed in and around the southern region of Basra since 1988. 

Dr Janan Ghalib Hassan, a neonatalogist at the Women and Children's Hospital in Basra, said that in 2001, 611 babies were born with no limbs, no eyes or other birth defects, compared with 37 such cases in 1990. The area where the children were born was subjected to heavy shelling with DU munitions in the first Gulf War. 

A recent analysis of already available data by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) concluded the latest invasion has "undoubtedly" worsened the serious environmental problems that have accumulated in Iraq over the past two decades, dating back to the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s. 

"Given the overall environmental concerns during the conflict, and the fact that the environment of Iraq was already a cause for serious concern prior to the current war, UNEP believes early field studies should be carried out," said UNEP administrator Klaus Toepfer in a statement. 

"This is especially important to protect human health in a post-conflict situation." 

A spokesperson for UNEP told IPS that, "we will conduct a full on-the-ground study once the security situation allows, but there's no telling when that might be." 

The White House and Pentagon have repeatedly denied that DU munitions pose any threat to human health. One recent State Department report titled "Apparatus of Lies" has a section called "The Depleted Uranium Scare", which accuses the Iraqi government of exaggerating the toxicity of DU in order to generate international sympathy. 

"In recent years, the Iraqi regime has made substantial efforts to promote the false claim that the depleted uranium rounds fired by coalition forces have caused cancers and birth defects in Iraq. Iraq has distributed horrifying pictures of children with birth defects and linked them to depleted uranium," the report says. 

"But scientists working for the World Health Organisation (WHO), the UN Environmental (sic) Programme, and the European Union could find no health effects linked to exposure to depleted uranium," it concludes. 

However, according to a WHO monograph issued in 2001, "DU munitions were used in conflicts only relatively recently and the science has not yet thoroughly addressed this exposure situation".-Dawn/InterPress News Service. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Age (Melbourne)

September 13, 2003 Saturday

 Antarctic Ozone Hole Hits Record Size

      BYLINE: Andrew Darby

      BODY:

      Hobart -- The Antarctic ozone hole has fulfilled predictions it would be among the biggest yet.

      Extending at one point over the tip of South America, it has grown larger, earlier than before, according to

      one of its original discoverers.

      The British Antarctic Survey's Jonathan Shanklin said key signs of deep depletion were being widely seen

      over the frozen continent. "The hole has grown rapidly and now covers some 28 million square kilometres,

      larger than it has ever been at this time in early September," he said. 

      NASA satellite pictures show it reached the 28 million square kilometre peak (more than three times the size

      of Australia) around September 4 and stayed close to that figure.

      Depleted ozone, which lets through harmful amounts of ultraviolet radiation, swirled above the South

      American towns of Ushuaia and Punta Arenas on September 7. In NASA's most recent calculation on

      September 10, the size had crept up again to 27.8 million kilometres.

      Agencies differ over the size of the largest ozone hole in 2000. Australian scientists generally back the

      United Nations Environment Program's figure of about 29 million square kilometres. By contrast, last

      year's unusually warm conditions produced an ozone hole of a little over 20 million square kilometres.

      The scale of this year's event is said to be a sharp reminder that severe ozone depletion continues in the

      upper atmosphere. "It will be a decade or more before we can unambiguously say that the ozone hole is

      recovering," Dr Shanklin said. He and other British scientists first announced they had found the hole in

      1985.

      Global efforts to deal with the atmospheric crisis through the UN's Montreal Protocol have reduced the

      amount of ozone-depleting substances.

      Consumption of some of the most harmful, chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), was cut from 1.1 million tonnes in

      1986 to 110,000 tonnes in 2001, UNEP said. Without such cuts, ozone loss would have led to an estimated

      21.5 million more cases of cancer and 130 million more eye cataracts.

      Despite controls on ozone-depleting substances, Australians still use thousands of tonnes of these chemicals

      each year. About 2000 metric tonnes of hydrochlorofluorocarbons and 210 tonnes of methyl bromide are

      consumed annually.

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Philippine Star 09/14/2003 

That we may breathe clean, healthy air 

By Benny G. Enriquez
 Themes guide in undertaking two major air quality improvement activities this September. They are "Save Our Sky: There Is A Hole Lot More To Do For Our Children" dubbed by United Nationa Environment Programme, the Protection of the Ozone Layer and "Persistent Organic Pollutants: The Challenge to the Academe" for the educators’ assembly. 

On Sept. 16, the country will join the whole world in celebrating the International Day for the Protection of the Ozone Layer. A lecture series on the protection of the ozone layer is being conducted for different schools in Metro Manila, at Department of Environment and Natural Resouces (DENR) compound every Mondays from 1 to 5 in the afternoon. On-the-Spot Painting Contest was held at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Bureau last Sept. 13, 2003, Cash prize were given to top three winners including their schools. Winning entries will be exhibited as the DENR lobby on Sept. 16 to 19. Car stickers with ozone friendly messages will be distributed to commuters to raise public awareness on the protection of the ozone layer. 

According to DENR Secretary Elisea G. Gozun, the Philippines, a signatory to the Moutreal Protocol has been actively involved in the global pursuit to protect the ozone layer. DENR through the Environment Management Bureau established the Philippine Ozone Desk (POD) to act as the national coordinator in drawing up policies and devising administrative measures for the implementation of this protocol. 

The Montreal Protocol is an agreement signed by 184 countries of the world to phase-out ozone depleting subtance or ODS. These are the substance like cholorofluorocarbons or CFC’s used as cooling agents in refrigerators and air conditioners. When there is leakage, these substances are released in the atmosphere and destroy the ozone layer. The destruction of the ozone layer permits the entry of UV-B radiation from the sun which has serious and damaging effects on all life forms. 

Director Julian D. Amador of the Environmental Management Bureau reiterates the commitment of the Philippines through heightened public awareness on what each one can do to protect the ozone layer. An example of which is to inform the public that the aerosol sprays and household appliances they use like refrigerator and air conditioners should be CFC-free or ozone friendly. There is also a need for vigilance on the illegal entry of ODS in the country. 

Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) known as "Dirty Dozen" will be tackled on Sept. 17-19 during the 8th National Educators’ Assembly at Fort Ilocandia Hotel, Laoag City. Senior officials and educators of the country’s leading colleges and universities are going to attend. 

Gozun said that the theme "President Organic Pollutants. The Challenge to the Academe" will highlight the need not only to raise the educators’ awareness on the adverse impacts of POPs on public health and the environment, but also to elicit their commitment in communicating POPs to their respective compuses. 

Gozun stressed that the colleges and universities, being the center of learning, can be an effective channel for disseminating environmental issues and concerns, particularly, those that would affect public health such as the POPs. 

According to her, the Philippine is one of the 91 signatories to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants in Sweden on May 23, 2001. She said "Countries that have signed the Stockholm Convention are required to stop the production and use of POPs, except DDT which the convention has allowed limited agreed use for public health vector control." 

Amador identified the 12 persistent organic pollutants as pesticides hexacholorobenzene, mirex, chlordane, DDT, endrin, toxaphene, heptachlor, and dieldrin, industrial chemical polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs); and dioxins and furans. 

According to Amador, dioxins and furans are not commercially produced but are by-products resulting from the production of other chemicals. These are likewise created in emissions from the incineration of hospital waste, municipal waste, hazardous waste and car emissions. 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

September 12, 2003 Friday

UN says unregulated "high seas" need special attention

DURBAN, South Africa, Sept 12

      About 60 percent of the world's oceans are largely unregulated "high seas" and need special attention to

      halt their rapid decline in marine species, the United Nations said in South Africa on Friday.

      "It's this great big bowl of water that slops around everywhere," said Mark Spalding of the UN Environment

      Programme's World Conservation Monitoring Centre.

      "The open ocean contains 60 percent of the ocean's high seas, which are not owned by anyone. It needs

      international agreements and policing," Spalding told AFP at the fifth World Parks Congress in the eastern

      port city of Durban. 

      The 10-day event has been discussing how to safeguard the world's 100,000 protected areas. One of the

      main themes of the congress has been the lack of protection for marine areas, only 0.5 percent of which are

      protected.

      Spalding said the situation was in fact even worse because only a tiny fraction of these areas were being

      managed properly.

      "There is probably less than 10 percent that's doing anything useful," he said.

      A study published in May showed that 90 percent of the ocean populations of large tuna, swordfish, marlin

      and other fish species have disappeared. Seven marine species have already gone extinct since 1768 -- the

      last being the West Indian monk seal in 1952.

      "About 75 percent of fish stocks are right at their limit and that's a conservative figure," Spalding said.

      The congress heard earlier this week that the number of protected marine sites needed to be increased to

      12 percent within in the next decade to prevent widescale damage on sea and land.

      The ocean contains 97 percent of the earth's water, drives climate and weather, regulates temperature and

      generates more than 70 percent of the oxygen in the atmosphere.

      It is home to most of the life on earth, including nearly all major groups of animals, plants and microbes,

      comprising 97 percent of the biosphere.

      Spalding said special attention should be given to boosting regional cooperation on policing and regulating

      activities on the high seas.

      The lack of action so far to protect oceans was due to the difficulty of policing and a perception that it was

      not really necessary, Spalding said.

      "The global community sees the ocean as a flat surface. There is this sort of myth that somehow the sea is

      endless and we can just keep on taking and taking," he said

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Daily Update 

September 12, 2003 

SHANGHAI PLEDGES INCREASED SPENDING TO FIGHT POLLUTION 

      BYLINE: 2005, Shanghai will be able to deal with 5.5 million tons of waste 

Author: Shanghai city government pledged on September 11 that it will spend at least 3 percent of the

      city's gross domestic product (GDP) annually in the following three years on environmental protection. "We

      will further increase spending (on environmental protection), as well as fines (on pollution), and the

      percentage is expected to rise continuously in the coming three to five years," said Xu Zuxing, director of

      Shanghai Environmental Protection Bureau, at a regular press conference held by the municipal government.

      According to Xu, the city has initiated a new three-year environmental protection plan (2003-05) and the

      expenditure budget will focus on six areas, including water, air, solid waste, afforestation, industrial pollution

      and agricultural contamination. Shanghai's investment in environment protection topped 16.2 billion yuan (US

      $ 1.96 billion) in 2002, up 6.2 percent over the previous year and nearly 3 percent of the city's GDP, official

      statistics showed. Xu promised that by 2005, Shanghai will be among the cleanest cities in China, thanks to

      the huge investment program. Shanghai's three-year environmental protection plan, sticking to the principle

      of the theme for the Shanghai World Expo 2010 -- "Better City & Better Life," covers 273 projects in the six

      key areas. "We have launched more than 40 percent of the projects since the plan was initiated in March,"

      said Xu. As a coastal city rich in water resources, the protection of these resources remains the most

      important task on the government's agenda, according to Xu. She revealed that the city will establish three

      large sewage treatment plants along the Yangtze River and five medium-scales ones along the Hangzhou

      Bay and more than a dozen small plants along other rivers around the city over the next three to five years.

      water per day and all of the city's sewage discharges can be "basically" disposed by then, according to Xu.

      The Shanghai government is also studying a charging scheme for urban solid waste and local residents will

      have to pay fees on their daily discharges in the near future, she revealed. In addition, earlier this month,

      the city government set up a high-profile environmental protection commission, headed by Mayor Han Zheng

      and consisting of senior municipal governmental officials from various departments. Han said earlier that the

      new commission, the first of its kind among major cities on the Chinese mainland, will help guide and

      coordinate the efforts of relevant government departments in environmental protection work. The

      commission also invited a number of senior officials and experts, including the United Nations Environment

      Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Topfer, as consultants. The Shanghai government was also urged

      to strengthen its cooperation with neighboring Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces to achieve sustainable  development in the economically booming Yangtze River Delta and set an example for other areas. __________________________________________________________________________Daily Nation (Kenya)

Time to phase out leaded gasoline

                      By EVANS KITUYI 

                      You could probably be a parent who is worried about the fact that your child has difficulties with her class work. Low intelligence quotient (IQ) is just but one implication of children’s  exposure to environmental lead released from the motor fuel gasoline. This fuel is sold at local petrol stations as Super or Premium. Lead is a chemical element added to gasoline  during refining to improve the fuel’s octane rating (or combustibility).  

                      When gasoline is combusted in the car engine, it emits fumes containing a wide range of                      pollutants including carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides. Some of these pollutants are able to  remain in the atmosphere for extended periods of time and even get transported and  transformed over the long distances they may travel.  

                     Some end up deposited in plants, soil and water bodies. With increased roadside and urban agriculture, a lot of our sukuma wiki may contain lead from gasoline combustion and is ingested into our bodies when these vegetables are eaten.  

                      A recent graduate degree study by Ernest Nyandwaro of Kenyatta University found elevated levels of lead on vegetables in Nakuru municipality. The other obvious route of lead ingestion is by inhaling contaminated air. 

                      A number of clinical conditions have been associated with human lead intake. Studies                      conducted in many developed countries, South Africa, Senegal and Egypt link the drop in children’s IQ by between 2 and 5 points.  

                      Based on related previous studies, the WHO was able to set limits or standards for what was thought to be safe exposure to lead. But recent studies published in various scientific journals report the impact of lead on children’s IQ and delayed puberty in girls even at minute  concentrations that were previously thought to be safe.  

                      This has put to question the WHO's standards. Other impacts associated to human lead intake include permanent brain damage, obesity and stunted growth in children, and hypertension,  heart disease and premature death in adults. 

                      Knowledge of these impacts of lead to human health – mainly in children – is not new. It is mainly because of this knowledge that the entire developed world took steps to phase out leaded gasoline from their markets. In fact to date, well over 85 percent of all gasoline consumed on the global market is unleaded. Unfortunately, the remaining leaded fuel is consumed mainly in Africa. 

                       Since the removal of lead from gasoline, a study published in the April 2003 issue of the New England Journal of Medicine found the median blood concentrations in American children to  have fallen from 15 microgrammes per decilitre in 1978 to 2 microgrammes per decilitre in 1999, a triumph for public health. 

                      The need to take steps in this direction by African governments is urgent. Egypt is so far the only leaded-gasoline free country on the continent, followed by South Africa, which is now over 80 percent lead-free.  

                    Steps taken by countries showing some pragmatism are unique and country specific depending on whether a country imports finished gasoline or owns a refinery. Ghana for

                      instance invested a whooping $230 million in upgrading its refinery in 2001, to produce only

                      unleaded gasoline. This has turned out to be an unsustainable project and a strategic investor

                      is now being sought to buy a stake in it.  

                      In Ethiopia, a World Bank awareness raising workshop for senior policy makers in June 2003

                      contributed to the government’s decision to import only unleaded gasoline from July 1 this

                      year. 

                      Kenya has not done enough on this issue. Despite abundant knowledge of the serious

                      implications of lead exposure to children, no deliberate public policy reforms or action plans

                      have been forthcoming. 

                      The private sector has made an effort to assert its role in the lead phase out campaign.

                      Companies are importing unleaded gasoline and retailing it alongside the refined leaded

                      brand at the same pump prices. But due to lack of adequate information on this product, its

                      acceptability remains relatively low among drivers. 

                      An assessment of motorists' acceptance of the unleaded brand by Moses Gatenjwa, a Kenyatta

                      University student, revealed interesting results. Only six percent of drivers use this fuel fully due

                      to their clear understanding and consciousness of its friendliness to human health and the

                      environment.  

                      More than 50 percent of Nairobi motorists interviewed did not understand what unleaded

                      gasoline could do to their engines and hence did not want to even try it. Others thought

                      unleaded gasoline was meant for new cars only, as opposed to used ones that constitute the

                      majority of vehicles on Kenya’s roads. 

                      The surprising observation is that pump attendants at most retail stations have not been

                      sensitised on the basic differences between the two brands and have therefore not contributed

                      much to public awareness raising and brand promotion. 

                      The National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) is currently constituting a

                      stakeholders’ task force whose overall task will be to chart out a roadmap towards phasing out

                      leaded gasoline in Kenya. It is imperative that such a roadmap is built upon the foundation

                      laid by the proactive petroleum companies as well as the policy dialogue process initiated

                      through support from the World Bank and Unep.  

                      Perhaps the key step in the phase out strategy is the development of lead emission inventories

                      to provide the baseline data upon which NEMA may develop local standards and policy.

                      Relevant departments at universities could play the joint role of capacity building and data

                      gathering simultaneously.  

                      In addition to saving the country from a future with many persons with retarded mental

                      capacities, the country will be joining others in achieving the Millennium Development Goals

                      (MDGs) on child health and environmental protection. 

                           Mr Kituyi is a lecturer in the Department of Chemistry at the University of Nairobi. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Wildebeest Migration Brings Hope to Kenya's Tourism 

  MASAI MARA, Kenya - In a phenomenal annual migration, hundreds of thousands of wildebeest in search of pasture stampede their way  into Kenya's Masai Mara game park from the Serengeti in Tanzania. 

  A wonder of the natural world, the yearly migration sees more than 500,000 snorting and grunting wildebeest or gnus, stream across  borders accompanied by zebras, gazelles, elands and a host of predators like lions and leopards. 

  Millions of hooves carry the huge, bearded antelopes with long, black faces into Kenya only to carry them back across the Sand river that  lies along the border of the two countries, four months later. 

  For Kenya, this year's migration is particularly welcome. 

  The east African country suffered a drought of tourists after Britain and the United States issued travel advisories against visiting Kenya  in March, citing a security threat. 

  But the migration has saved what would have been a dire situation - hotels in the game park are heaving with tourists from Italy, Germany,  Britain and the United States. 

  "As is proved by the numbers here at the Club and all over the Masai Mara, it is safe," Hassan Abdi, general manager at the Mara Safari  Club told Reuters, anxious to reassure guests who might be put off by the security warnings. 

  "It is a message for our friends out there that it is very safe, there is nothing to fear. Come and have fun." 

  Kenya's tourism industry, a key foreign exchange earner, was just getting back on its feet after the 1998 bombing of the U.S. embassy in  Nairobi, when suicide bombers struck in the popular coastal resort of Mombasa last November. 

  The attack on an Israeli-owned hotel, which killed at least 16 people, minutes after a botched attempt to shoot down an Israeli plane  leaving Mombasa airport brought Kenya's tourism sector once again to its knees. 

  A U.S. travel warning remains in place, although Britain partially lifted its flight ban to Kenya, leaving British Airways and charter flights  to Mombasa still grounded. 

  Tourism provides jobs for some 500,000 Kenyans and contributed about 26 billion shillings ($340.3 million) to the economy in 2002. 

  CROCODILE-INFESTED RIVERS 

  Attracted by the scent of fresh grass following seasonal rains across the plains, the animals follow their noses into Kenya, but in their  path lie crocodile-infested rivers. 

  "We lose quite a number of them as they migrate, from drowning and crocodiles, and lots more are eaten by predators," said Bernard  Ngoru, a Kenya Wildlife Service researcher. 

  He estimates that the country will welcome about half a million animals this year but others say it will be up to three times that figure -  about 1.5 million wildebeest alone. 

  The migration to Kenya usually starts in July and ends with the beasts returning in October. This year, it started late and the animals are  not expected to return until November. 

  Due to the sheer size of the herds, it is always difficult to tell when the main one moves into the country. 

  "People have said that because there are many animals of that one type, although it is a stupendous sight, that it crowds out the other  animals a little bit and it sort of distracts you," said David Matthews, an American on an exchange program to a Kenyan University. 

  He has been to the park on five different occasions, but has not been able to catch the largest herd pouring in, only seeing groups of  several thousands at a time. 

  Before the 1970s, migration numbers were not so large - some 80,000 animals on average - because rinderpest, a highly infectious viral  disease that also affects cattle, would wipe out whole herds. 

  After the disease was brought under control, the wildebeest population began to rise, peaking at 900,000 beasts migrating into Kenya in  1979 from 80,000 a decade earlier. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

15 September 2003
General Environmental news

Kenya ups patrol to curb poaching, forest degradation 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenyan forestry authorities Saturday announced heightened patrols of the Mount Kenya forest to curb an "alarming rate" of poaching and degradation of the flora and fauna of the forest by unscrupulous persons. A senior forestry official in-charge of the Mt. Kenya region said to curb the menace, a 24-hour patrol system involving the Kenya Wildlife Services (KWS), forest guards, administration police and local communities will continue until the situation returns to normal. He disclosed that since July this year a total of 12 suspects have been arrested and prosecuted for various crimes affecting the forest's fauna and flora species.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012055&dte=13/09/2003
Kenya commissions oil disposal plant at Mombasa port 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenyan shipping authorities and stakeholders in the marine industry have commissioned an oil waste discharge plant in the country's main seaport of Mombasa to reclaim and recycle petroleum by-products. Khalid Al-Nahdy, the general manager of the East Africa Marine Environment Management, the company contracted by the government to solve the waste management problem at the port, was upbeat Saturday that the move would see an increase in the number of ships docking at the port. He pointed out that in the past vessels had preferred the southern African port of Durban because Kenya lacked "even a single waste oil discharge facility". Other ships had been secretly spilling their waste into the Indian Ocean, endangering the marine ecology, Al-Nahdy alleged. Al-Nahdy said a Singaporean company and a Kenya investor set up the facility in collaboration with the International Maritime Organization (IMO).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng012059&dte=13/09/2003
Leakey Remark Causes Uproar at SA Meeting

The Nation (Nairobi): Tempers flared among delegates attending the fifth World Park's Congress in Durban, South Africa, yesterday when renowned conservationist Dr Richard Leakey 'rubbished' the concept of categorising indigenous people from the rest of the local communities, saying it amounted to politicizing conservation. In his presentation, Dr Leakey said national economic and security interests should not be undermined by traditional claims of minority groups. This did not go down well with groups of indigenous peoples attending the congress, and whose role has been recognized by the World's Conservation Union. 

The indigenous peoples, led by the Maasais of Kenya and Tanzania, swiftly issued a statement denouncing Dr Leakey's statement, saying he was an enemy of the people. They said the community had suffered during Dr Leakey's tenure at the Kenya Wildlife Service, as he regarded them as enemies rather than co-owners. This, they said, led to the escalation of human-wildlife conflict. "Dr Leakey represents a clique of aging conservationists whose idea of protecting parks with the use of the gun is responsible for the ongoing human-wildlife conflict in Kenya. We believe that old colonial conservation mentality has no place in the 21st century," said one of the indigenous peoples.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200309140098.html
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 15 September 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

Tourism could be threat to environment: UN report
India Express, 13th Sept 2003 – (By IndiaExpress Bureau) - Tourism could become a major threat to the environment, with the number of tourists to the world's biodiversity `hotspots' expected to double by 2020, warns a new UN report.
The report by UNEP and Conservation International, released yesterday, forecasts that the number of tourists would double by 2020 in the world's biodiversity `hotspots' -- regions rich in species but facing extreme threat.

http://www.indiaexpress.com/news/world/20030913-0.html 


Tourism a huge threat to global environment: study

ABC News Online - A boom in world tourism is posing a huge threat to some of the planet's most sensitive ecosystems, a study says. 

The study, by Conservation International (CI) and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), said tourism rose by more than 100 per cent between 1990 and 2000 in the world's "biodiversity hotspots", which include the tropical Andes and the Guinean forests of western Africa. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s945422.htm 

Netherlands funds Clean Development Mechanism project in Vietnam
Voice of Vietnam, Sept 12, 2003 - The Dutch Government will provide Vietnam with non-refundable aid via the United Nations Environment Programme to implement the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) project.
The move was announced at a symposium on the CDM held by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment in Hanoi on Thursday.
The Clean Development Mechanism was created as part of the Kyoto Protocol in 1997 to lower the overall cost of reducing greenhouse gas emissions released into the atmosphere, and to support sustainable development initiatives in developing countries.
The project should help Vietnam increase its capabilities and form a legal framework to apply CDM throughout the country during the 2003-2005 period.
http://www.vov.org.vn/2003_09_12/english/xahoi.htm 

Shanghai to Increase Spending on Environmental Protection
China Internet Information Center, The Shanghai municipal government pledged yesterday that it will spend at least 3 percent of the city's gross domestic product (GDP) annually in the following three years on environmental protection.
"We will further increase spending (on environmental protection), as well as fines (on pollution), and the percentage is expected to rise continuously in the coming three to five years," said Xu Zuxing, director of Shanghai Environmental Protection Bureau, yesterday at a regular press conference held by the municipal government.
….The commission also invited a number of senior officials and experts, including the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Topfer, as consultants. 
The Shanghai government was also urged to strengthen its co-operation with neighboring Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces to achieve sustainable development in the economically booming Yangtze River Delta and set an example for other areas.
http://china.org.cn/english/2003/Sep/74942.htm

Antarctic ozone hole hits record size
The Age (By Andrew Darby), Hobart, September 13, 2003 - The Antarctic ozone hole has fulfilled predictions it would be among the biggest yet.
Extending at one point over the tip of South America, it has grown larger, earlier than before, according to one of its original discoverers.
The British Antarctic Survey's Jonathan Shanklin said key signs of deep depletion were being widely seen over the frozen continent. "The hole has grown rapidly and now covers some 28 million square kilometres, larger than it has ever been at this time in early September," he said.
… Agencies differ over the size of the largest ozone hole in 2000. Australian scientists generally back the United Nations Environment Program's figure of about 29 million square kilometres. By contrast, last year's unusually warm conditions produced an ozone hole of a little over 20 million square kilometres. 
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/09/12/1063341770480.html 

General environment news

India fights 'disastrous' WTO draft[image: image1.png]
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[ SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2003 09:00:03 PM ]
NEW DELHI: Many people here were praying on Sunday for the failure of the Cancun talks as Arun Jaitley and company waged a grim battle against a "disastrous" draft declaration on the final day of the conference of ministers from 146 WTO member countries.
The cynicism was due to the fact that the Cancun meeting, called with the aim of putting the so-called "Doha Development Agenda" of the WTO on fast track to completion at the end of next year, seemed headed towards giving the interests of developing countries like India short shrift.
"The best thing would be that the Cancun meeting fails like Seattle had in 1999" — was the general refrain among officials, business leaders, farmer representatives, trade union functionaries and NGOs. Many pointed out that India had opposed the launch of the WTO's current round of trade talks and it had little stake in its success as such.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?msid=181523 

Experts warn of radioactive battlefields in Iraq 

Dawn, Sept 14, 2003 (By Katherine Stapp) - NEW YORK: Concerns are growing about the presence of depleted uranium and other toxins in Iraq following a rash of illnesses among US troops and the discovery by a reporter that radiation levels in parts of Baghdad are extremely elevated. 
…A recent analysis of already available data by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) concluded the latest invasion has "undoubtedly" worsened the serious environmental problems that have accumulated in Iraq over the past two decades, dating back to the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s. 
"Given the overall environmental concerns during the conflict, and the fact that the environment of Iraq was already a cause for serious concern prior to the current war, UNEP believes early field studies should be carried out," said UNEP administrator Klaus Toepfer in a statement.
http://www.dawn.com/2003/09/14/int13.htm 

Checks on accidental marine pollution proposed 

DAWN (By Mukhtar Alam) - KARACHI, Sept 12: A committee constituted by the federal government has called for establishing a system for preparedness and response to accidental marine pollution emergencies, particularly in the wake of any future oil spill. 
.. About the proposed preparedness system it was stated in the report that such a project needed to be placed within the context of the International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness Response and Cooperation, 1990 (OPRC 90), which Pakistan has ratified, the South Asia Cooperative Environment Program (SACEP) established by UNEP and National Environmental Action Plan supported by UNDP in the field of environmental capacity building.
http://www.dawn.com/2003/09/13/nat14.htm 

Int'l day for the preservation of Ozone Layer 
September 16 is designated by United Nations as the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. This is in accordance with a decision by the UN General Assembly in 1994 to commemorate the signing of the 1987 Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer, which shields the life on earth from the sun's harmful ultra violet radiation. 
Ozone is formed naturally in the upper levels of the Earth's atmosphere by high energy ultra violent radiation from the Sun. About 90 per cent of all ozone are formed between 15 and 55 km above the Earth's surface - the part of the atmosphere called the stratosphere. Hence this is known as the "ozone layer". Ozone is an unstable molecule. High energy radiation from the Sun not only creates it, but also breaks it down. The concentration of ozone in the atmosphere depends on a dynamic balance between how fast it is created and how fast is destroyed.
http://www.dailynews.lk/2003/09/15/new30.html 

___________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE
Bahrain

Campaign to clean up Hawar

A MAJOR clean-up campaign is being planned for the Hawar Islands tomorrow, it was announced yesterday. The campaign, the third of its type this year, is being spear-headed by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

The six-day clean-up is being held under the patronage of commission president Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

A total of 50 volunteers have registered for the campaign so far. 

The clean-up aims to protect the islands from pollutants dumped along shores and in the sea.

Shaikh Abdulla also gave his directives to protect the environment during the campaign. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=61274&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26175
Probe urged as company dumps rubble in Tubli Bay

A Bahraini cleaning company has been dumping rubble in Tubli Bay after receiving the green light from the Central Municipality, it was claimed yesterday.Now Central Municipal Council Health and Environment Committee chairman Abbas Mahfoodh wants a full investigation into the company's activities. He told the GDN that a Bahraini had called the council at 7pm on Thursday night to say an MBM Alam Flora truck was dumping rubble at Tubli Bay's Baijan Hill.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=61425&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26177
Yemen

Rehabilitating the Wadi Hadhramaut water network
Dr. Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani, Minister of Water & Environment, has announced that YR 150 million has been assigned for the rehabilitation of the subsidiary pipe network in Wadi Hadhramaut and the adjacent desert for the beginning of next year.

During his visit to the Local Authority of Water and Sanitation in Wadi Hadhramaut, the minister said that his ministry would provide essential additional capacities for the network, showing his contentment with the achievements of the authority, particularly regarding drinking water. He underscored the importance of protecting water wealth and the necessity of organizing well-digging and the application of the Water Act.

The minister also paid a visit to Tarim’s water project, which provides the inhabitants of Tarim and 15 surrounding villages with pure water from seven wells with a capacity of 25 liters per second. He watched how work was going through the campaign of replacing the water pipes of the subsidiary network in Tarim, of which 60% has been completed.

http://www.yobserver.com/search/results2.php?id=2233&issue=86
Environmental challenges of Tihama

The Tihama plain is one of the agricultural regions in Yemen. It extends for 400 km from north to south alongside the Red Sea until it meets the southern highlands. Natural pastures are important for domestic animals on the plain, where they spread in different environments including sand dunes, beaches, bushes, woods and date palm groves.

The Tihama region is threatened by many environmental problems:
1. Desertification, which is like a cancer that destroys Yemeni land from every direction and causes the immigration of whole tribes
2. Random, intentional tree felling
3. Soil erosion
4. Drought
5. Scarcity of irrigation water

To help solve these many problems, a number of solutions are proposed:
- Fixation of the sand dunes by planting trees suited to the environment
- Activating local councils, public committees, societies, and governmental and non-governmental organizations in the affected areas, and allotting budgets for this matter
- Activating the mechanism of protecting plant cover, putting regulations on its use, and informing the authorities of the areas facing deforestation
- Conducting well-organized campaigns to replant desertified areas in valleys and coastal plains during the rainy season with the participation of the armed forces to make an end to the problem of soil erosion and more.

http://www.yobserver.com/search/results2.php?id=2234&issue=86

Lebanon

Activists sort out solid waste Group offers cost-effective solutions

Environmental activists met Thursday to take the solid waste issue into their own hands, fearing mismanagement and improper planing by the government. 
Participants at the meeting that was organized by the Lebanese Committee for Environment and Development (LCED), met at the committee’s office in Hamra, with the aim of presenting their recommendations and outcomes to concerned parties, particularly MPs and municipalities. 
Although the meeting was not attended by more than 20 people, participants plan to attract as much public support as possible in order to treat solid waste management in a responsible way. 
“We do not want the management to be shaped by politicians’ personal interests and their desires in profiting from the project,” said Habib Maalouf, head of LCED.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/13_09_03/art17.asp
No sign of pollution report 4 months after protest

Almost four months have passed since the environmental general prosecutor, Joseph Maamari, ended a Greenpeace protest over an incinerator at the Normandy dumpsite in downtown Beirut by promising to commission a report and act on its recommendations. 
“We agreed with the general prosecutor that the Environment Ministry would produce a report, after which a final decision would be made on whether the incinerator will be shut down or not,” said a Greenpeace Mediterranean campaigner in Lebanon, Wael Hmaidan. “Has the report been written? If not, is there a deadline for its submission? Meanwhile, is the incinerator allowed to continue polluting while the report is being written?” he asked. 
Greenpeace activists drew public attention to the incinerator, run by the US company Radian International, at the Normandy dump site when they chained themselves to it on May 28, alleging that it was a health hazard.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/13_09_03/art18.asp
UAE

Move to get rid of hazardous waste

The Veterinary Services Section in the Public Health Department of Dubai Municipality has recently installed an incinerator for the safe and hygienic disposal of carcasses of dead animals and other veterinary medical wastes. 

The incinerator, which conforms to the modern international specifications, has been brought in as part of the municipality's efforts to protect public health and to provide the safest environment, free from pollution. The incinerator is designed to minimise chances which cause and spread various microbic and non-microbic diseases.

This method of disposal for certain wastes is considered to be the best in the world and is being used in the developed countries to get rid of hazardous waste which cannot be treated to make usable fertiliser.  The Section started using the incinerator on an experimental basis from the beginning of the year and is now being operated as a full-fledged technical unit in the Veterinary Hospital under the supervision of a special technician.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september339.xml
Sharjah puts used tyres to good use

More than four million used tyres were shredded at the municipal landfill in Sajaa area near junction No. 7 during the past four years, as part of a recycling plan aimed at benefiting economically from vehicles' used tyres. 

In an interview with Khaleej Times, Yahya Ramadan Al Balushi, head of the Environment Protection Section at Sharjah Municipality pointed out that although used tyres generated in Sharjah, constitute only about one to two per cent of the total solid municipal waste dumped in the landfill, they are very specific type of waste which must be re-used or recycled. He explained that a new tyre shredder was put into service a few months back to shred about 20 to 25 tonnes of used tyres per day.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september257.xml
Midfa leads UAE team for Kuwait environment conference

A UAE delegation, led by Hamad Abdul Rahman Al Midfa, Minister of Health and Chairman of the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA), left the country yesterday for Kuwait to take part in the eighth meeting of the Ministers Responsible for Environmental Affairs which began yesterday. 

In a statement upon departure, the minister stressed the importance of the meeting and the issues on the agenda, taking into consideration the latest developments witnessed at the global level in the field of the environment following the Earth Summit on Sustainable Development held last year in Johannesburg.

 

Mr Midfa said that collective environmental action involving all AGCC countries had yielded tangible results at all levels, enabling member states, through coordination, to make their voice heard to the international community at many international conferences and forums. The meeting will discuss recommendations issued at the seventh meeting of the environmental coordination committee.

 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/september/theuae_september247______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * * 

Middle East

12 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the members of the Security Council called on Israel today not to expel Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, warning that such a move would dangerously exacerbate tension and instability in the region.

“The Secretary-General strongly urges the Israeli Government to reconsider the Security Cabinet’s decision in principle to expel President Yasser Arafat,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan. “The forcible transfer of President Arafat is dangerous and counterproductive in a situation of tension and instability in the region.

“The Secretary-General notes that the trend of developments on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in recent weeks has been increasingly grim. He urges both sides to live up to their responsibilities under the Quartet’s Road Map and to exercise the utmost restraint and statesmanship,” the statement added.

The Council President for September, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, said in a press statement that the 15 members “expressed the view that the removal of Mr. Arafat would be unhelpful and should not be implemented.”

He told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York, after the Council had meet behind closed doors to discuss the situation at the request of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Arab Group of UN Member States, that they also condemned all violence and urged both sides to act with maximum restraint.

The members “recalled the effort of the international community to pursue the Road Map and urged both parties to implement their obligations,” he said, adding that the Council would keep the matter under “most active review” and was scheduled to hear a briefing on Monday by Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN’s Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, to be followed by an open debate.

The Road Map is the peace plan drawn up by the so-called diplomatic Quartet – UN, United States, European Union and Russia – calling for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

In Geneva, Mr. Annan told reporters that he was sure the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council, whom he is to meet there tomorrow to discuss Iraq, would also seek to discuss the Israeli move against Mr. Arafat.

“I myself sought at the start to have a meeting of the Quartet and I don’t know if it will be possible tomorrow or not, but in any case I am sure the ministers are going to discuss the Middle East,” he said in French in reply to a question.

* * *

Libya

12 September – After several delays in recent weeks, the United Nations Security Council today finally lifted decade-old sanctions imposed against Libya over the deadly bombing in 1988 of Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, after Tripoli agreed to pay up to $10 million each to the families of the 270 victims.

The vote on the resolution, adopted by 13 in favour with two abstentions – France and the United States – had been postponed repeatedly while Paris negotiated with Libya to improve a settlement of $34 million it had already reached over the similar bombing of a French UTA plane over Niger in 1989, which killed 170 people.

Welcoming the vote, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement he hoped this “important step, along with the settlement arrangements agreed following many years of intensive negotiations, will help bring some comfort to the families of the victims of the tragic events” over Scotland and Niger “as the international community strives to bring this tragic chapter to a close.”

The sanctions, which included a ban on military sales, air communications and certain oil equipment, had already been suspended by the Council in 1999 after Libya agreed to hand over two nationals for trial before a Scottish court sitting in the Netherlands in connection with the bombing. One of them, Abdel Basset Al-Megrahi, was convicted and jailed for his role.

The United Kingdom and Bulgaria cosponsored the resolution after Libya told the Council in August of its readiness to cooperate in the international fight against terrorism and compensate the families of those killed at Lockerbie, as demanded by Council resolutions 748 of 1992 and 883 of 1993.

Earlier this week, UK Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, who is Council President for the month of September, said Libya’s current compliance with the terms of the earlier resolutions could allow it to move back into the international community.

Explaining his country’s vote, US Deputy Ambassador James Cunningham said Libya had tied payment of some funds to changes in US sanctions imposed against it for, among other things, a history of involvement in terrorism and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction – “something clearly outside the scope of UN requirements.” 

Mr. Cunningham added: “The US cannot guarantee that Libya will take the required steps and we would not want our vote on the resolution lifting sanctions to be misconstrued as a decision now to modify US bilateral measures regardless of Libyan behaviour.”

For his part, French Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière welcomed an agreement yesterday between the families of the UTA victims and Libya on further compensation but said France would remain vigilant to see that the accord was quickly put into effect.

Mr. de La Sablière also called on Libya to settle other international grievances against it, including a settlement for the victims of a bomb attack on the La Belle disco in Berlin in 1986 and added: “We also intend to underscore our vigilance for everything that concerns human rights and the fight against terrorism.”

* * *

Iraq

12 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan discussed security issues in Iraq with senior United Nations officials in Geneva today in the wake of last month’s deadly terrorist attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad, stressing the need to balance assistance to the Iraqi people with safety imperatives for the world body’s staff. 

“While there was a broad understanding of the need to provide essential assistance, we also clearly acknowledged our moral and legal responsibility towards our staff, both national and international,” Mr. Annan told the press after a meeting of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee, a grouping of senior UN humanitarian officials. 

“This meeting was an opportunity for us to exchange ideas on where we are and where we go from here following the attacks of 19 August on the United Nations, but also earlier and deliberate killings of ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) and NGO (non-governmental organization) workers,” he said in reference to the attack which killed top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others. 

“We discussed what security and other measures are necessary for us to continue our work,” he added, noting that everybody stressed their responsibility to help the Iraqi people and not abandon them in their time of need. Since the attack, scores of UN staff have been evacuated from Iraq and redeployed in neighbouring countries. 

“We need to find a way to maximize the contribution we are making to the people of Iraq while minimizing the risk to our staff,” Mr. Annan said. 

Noting that it was also important that humanitarian assistance be seen as being independent and impartial from political or military process, presently run by the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), he stressed that “we should really try our best to create space for humanitarian actors.” 

Asked how he could assure UN personnel on enhanced security measures in Iraq, he said: “The UN staff obviously need protection as everyone who operates in a crisis situation. But we also have to be clear here. The UN cannot be protected, sitting behind fortresses or barracks. Our work is with the people. We need to be able to get to them and they need to be able to get to us. How else do you help provide humanitarian assistance or facilitate political process?”

The new Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, who attended today’s meeting, said: “We feel we have a moral obligation towards the Iraqi people. We are however concerned that we are facing some of the worst security threats in the history of the United Nations.

“There are staff who feel, yes, we are now at some stage of brinkmanship in staying on, we will not be deterred, but we will not either be reckless. And the programmes that we are continuing, lifesaving and essential programmes, are continuing through a core of courageous international staff which is voluntarily there and is committed to stay on, and also hundreds of national staff who are committed to stay on and who do a fantastic job every day and save lives,” he added.

Mr. Annan is scheduled to meet tomorrow with the Foreign Ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council in Geneva in a bid to further define the UN role in Iraq and accelerate the early restoration of Iraqi national sovereignty. 

The meeting with the ministers of China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States comes as Washington prepares to submit a new resolution to the Council, which according to published reports would create a multinational force led by the United States and authorized by the UN in an effort to win greater participation from countries unwilling to serve without UN authorization.

* * * 

Iraq

12 September – On the fourth day of a tour of United Nations operations in Iraq, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Chief of Staff, Iqbal Riza, today met with staff and toured facilities in Erbil in the northern Kurdish-controlled part of the country, where several UN humanitarian agencies operate.

Mr. Riza arrived in Baghdad on Tuesday, and was briefed by United States officials responsible for the security of the UN compound. On Wednesday, he met with local and international staff working for UN organizations and agencies currently operating in Iraq, including the senior national staff member of each agency who kept UN humanitarian operations running during the war when international staff had to be evacuated.

He also toured the Canal Hotel bomb blast site and was briefed on the events of 19 August, the day of the terrorist attack that killed top envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 other people. He also paid courtesy calls on the United States Administrator, L. Paul Bremer, and this month’s President of the Iraqi Governing Council, Ahmad Chalabi.

Yesterday, he talked to people at UN headquarters, including medical personnel and staff counsellors.

Mr. Riza, who arrived in Amman, Jordan, later today, is expected to be back at UN Headquarters in New York on Tuesday.

* * *
Iran

12 September – The United Nations atomic watchdog agency today gave Iran a 31 October deadline to provide accelerated cooperation and grant unrestricted access, including environmental sampling, in order to corroborate Tehran’s renunciation of nuclear weapons and its compliance with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

“More than one year after initial IAEA inquiries to Iran about undeclared activities, Iran has still not enabled the IAEA to provide assurances required by members states that all nuclear material in Iran is declared and submitted to agency safeguards and that there are no undeclared nuclear activities,” the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors in Vienna said in a resolution expressing “grave concern.”

The IAEA first raised concerns publicly about Iran’s nuclear programme in June when it said that the country had failed to report certain nuclear material and activities as required by the NPT, of which it is a signatory.

The resolution noted with concern that environmental sampling at Natanz had revealed the presence of two types of highly enriched uranium and that IAEA inspectors found considerable modifications to the premises of the Kalaye Electric Company prior to inspections that may have an impact on the accuracy of environmental sampling.

The Board also voiced concern that some of Iran’s statements had undergone significant and material changes and that despite an IAEA plea in June not to introduce nuclear material into its pilot centrifuge enrichment cascade Iran had still done so. The text did not say what would happen if Tehran failed to comply with the October deadline.

Recalling recent Iranian statements recommitting the country to full compliance with NPT and IAEA safeguards and renouncing interest in nuclear weapons, the resolution called on Tehran to “provide accelerated cooperation and full transparency” and to ensure there are “no further failures to report material, facilities and activities that Iran is obliged to report pursuant to its safeguard agreement.”

It stressed the need for effective safeguards to prevent the use of nuclear material for prohibited purposes, underlined the “vital importance” of effective safeguards for facilitating cooperation in the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and called on Iran to suspend all further uranium enrichment-related activities, including further introduction of nuclear material into Natanz.

The text also urged Iran to suspend, “as a confidence-building measure,” any reprocessing activities pending provision by IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei of assurances required by Member States and application of an additional protocol that would allow enhanced, unannounced and on-the-spot inspections – which it called on Iran to sign, ratify and fully implement “promptly and unconditionally.”

Other measures demanded by the end of October include a full declaration of all imported material, especially equipment that Iran said had been contaminated with highly enriched uranium particles before its was imported, and an accounting for the conclusion by IAEA experts that Tehran must have conducted process testing on gas centrifuges to develop its enrichment technology to its current extent.

* * *

Liberia

12 September – In New York to press for the massive numbers of troops needed to stabilize and help rebuild Liberia, the top United Nations envoy for the country said today he would ask the Security Council “not to be indifferent” to the West African nation but to do its utmost to support a founding member of the UN “that had fallen on hard times because of poor leadership and exploitation.”

Briefing reporters on the situation in Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, said the country had “stepped back in time.” It was a nation where 85 per cent of the population lived at the poverty line; where 70 per cent of the militias were children under the age of 18; where unemployment was at 90 per cent; and where the capital city, Monrovia, did not have running water or electricity, and had not for the past 10 years.

Mr. Klein said that in order to help in the reconstruction of the country, his assessment team had outlined a long-range plan of how to rebuild the health care and education systems, the port and the economy as a whole. That survey had been completed, and he would hopefully present the Secretary-General’s report to the Council next week.

The report asks for a fairly large force – some 15,000 peacekeepers and 900 international police – as the assessment team did not want to repeat the mistake made in Sierra Leone of going in with too light a force, Mr. Klein noted. A good number of countries had come forward to volunteer and had promised contributions for both troops and civilian police.

Asked about the length and the cost of the proposed plan, Mr. Klein said that he did not know, as experts had not yet been brought in to estimate the cost of rebuilding the port of Monrovia, the hydroelectric grid, and the road infrastructure, among other things. It would take a programme of at least five to 10 years to rebuild the failed State, he said.

The hardest part, he continued, would be to rebuild Liberia in terms of long-range reconstruction and funding, because the regime of former President Charles Taylor had effectively destroyed the State. All the ministries had been gutted, all the archives had been destroyed, the medical infrastructure was gone, and the educational infrastructure had ceased to exist, he said.

Mr. Klein said he would ask the Security Council not to be indifferent to the people of Liberia, “a founding member of the United Nations [now]…fallen on hard times.” There was a clear understanding that Liberia was the key to West Africa, and the excellent work that the British had done in Sierra Leone, and that the French had done in Côte d’Ivoire, could all very rapidly become undone if Liberia imploded.

Meanwhile on the ground in Liberia, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) relief ship, Martin I Majuro, steamed out of Monrovia harbour this afternoon bound for the southern coastal town of Harper. On board, an inter-agency UN and international non-governmental organization (NGO) mission is poised to dock and enter territory held by forces from the rebel group Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) in the hope that access to Harper will widen the international assistance to Liberia’s most vulnerable.

* * *

Kosovo

12 September – Concerned by the mounting tensions and insecurity in Kosovo, a senior United Nations official today descried a number of violent attacks in the province during the past two months, primarily targeting Serbs, and said the continued support of the Security Council would be “crucial” to maintaining the rule of law.

In an open briefing on the situation in Kosovo, Hédi Annabi, Assistant-Secretary-General for UN Peacekeeping Operations, said the recent attacks had not only been directed at the Kosovo Serb community but at law enforcement authorities attached to the UN Mission in the province (UNMIK). Property used by the police and the judiciary, including an UNMIK police station, had been damaged in explosions and other attacks, he added.

No one had claimed responsibility for any of the attacks, Mr. Annabi noted, and the situation had prompted UNMIK and the international security force (KFOR) to reassess and enhance security measures. Some of the attacks had come after the conviction on 16 July of four former Kosovo Liberation Army members for war crimes committed primarily against fellow Kosovo Albanians during 1998 and 1999.

Regarding political developments, Mr. Annabi said that the Kosovo Assembly had reconvened last Thursday. Since July, the government had focused on legislative development and the security situation, but it had not taken up the initiation of direct dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina.

The Serbian Parliament, for its part, had endorsed a “Declaration on Kosovo and Metohija” at the end of August and adopted a resolution on the matter on 5 September, Mr. Annabi said, noting that Kosovo Albanian leaders had been critical of those documents, particularly the references to Kosovo’s status. On 3 September, the Kosovo government had publicly expressed concern over the decision to adopt the Serbian declaration and stated its intention to build an independent state.

Mr. Annabi also pointed out that the new head of UNMIK, Harri Holkeri had reaffirmed the “standards before status” principle and its focus on progress towards achieving concrete benchmarks. Currently, Mr. Holkeri was overseeing the development of an operational plan for the implementation of the benchmarks, which was being drawn up jointly by UNMIK and the Kosovo Provisional Institutions. He was also planning to propose modalities for the dialogue between the provisional institutions and Belgrade, which should focus on concrete issues for the benefit of the people.

UNMIK would remain committed fully implementing Council resolution 1244 of 1999 – which called for the setting up of provisional self-government institutions in the war-ravaged province, and was working with all interlocutors to achieve progress on the benchmarks within the “standards before status” policy framework, Mr. Annabi said.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

12 September – With an eye towards facilitating the successful demarcation of the border between Ethiopia and Eritrea, while maintaining stability in the region, the United Nations Security Council today extended the mandate of the UN mission in the region for six months, until 15 March 2004.

Unanimously adopting a new resolution to extend the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), the Council called on both countries to cooperate fully and promptly with the Boundary Commission to enable it to fulfil its demarcating activities, to implement fully the Commission’s Demarcation Directions and Orders and to take all necessary steps to provide the necessary security on the ground for the Commission’s staff and contractors operating in territories under their control.

Prior to taking a decision today, Secretary-General Kofi Annan submitted his progress report on the situation in the two countries, which included an annexed update of the Commission’s work from 10 June to 29 August. Mr. Annan noted that in the same manner in which the two parties created the Commission and selected its members, they must now accept its decisions and assist it in the expeditious demarcation of the border. “At the same time,” he said, “Ethiopia and Eritrea will have to come to terms with the fact that they are destined by geography to remain neighbours.”

Noting that the peace process has entered its crucial phase of demarcation, the Council today emphasized the importance of ensuring expeditious implementation of the Boundary Decision while maintaining stability in all areas affected by the Decision.

The Council, concerned at delays in the demarcation process, particularly given the Mission’s operational cost at a time of growing demands on UN peacekeeping, called for boundary demarcation to begin as scheduled. It further called on the parties to create the necessary conditions for demarcation to proceed, including the appointment of field liaison officers.

Concerned also by the reported increase in incidents of local level incursions into the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), the Council also called on both parties to prevent such incidents and expressed further concern about the increasing number of mine incidents in the TSZ, including newly planted mines.

* * *

ICTY

12 September – The prosecutor for the United Nations tribunal trying cases stemming from the Balkan wars of the 1990s today outlined her strategy for completing the court’s work, with the top priority now to arrest the remaining fugitives in the former Yugoslavia.

At a press conference in The Hague, Carla Del Ponte, Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), set a year-end deadline for two wanted Bosnian Serbs and a Croat to be handed over for trial and called on the governments of Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro to ensure the surrender of the fugitives. She added that she hopes to finalize all trials by 2008 and all appeals by 2010.

The Security Council last month split the top prosecutor’s job for the two UN war crimes courts – the other deals with the 1994 Rwanda genocide – solely occupied by Ms. Del Ponte since 1999, saying that it was convinced the tribunals could both operate “most efficiently and expeditiously” if each had its own lead attorney.

Last week, the Council renewed Ms. Del Ponte’s mandate as chief prosecutor of the ICTY for another four years and appointed Gambian Chief Justice Hassan Jallow as prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

Ms. Del Ponte said today that the Council’s decision to split the prosecutorial functions for the two tribunals has saddened her, but added: “I am also confident that what we achieved there with my office in Arusha and Kigali will facilitate the task of my successor.”

As for the ICTY, Ms. Del Ponte told journalists that the court now faces a difficult challenge, as former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, Gen. Ratko Mladic and Croat Gen. Ante Gotovina, as well as the Srebrenica “five” must be brought to justice as soon as possible, otherwise the completion strategy could be delayed.

“The Government of Croatia should immediately transfer Ante Gotovina to The Hague and Serbia and Montenegro should do the same with Ratko Mladic,” she said, adding that “the Bosnian Serb authorities should extend all cooperation to apprehend Karadzic.”

Ms. Del Ponte said she was ready to intensify efforts to help countries in the region improve their ability to try war crimes trials and aims transfer some cases to domestic courts to help end impunity in the region.

She also said the Tribunal is ready to move ahead with 19 trials and will bring out 11 new indictments involving 17 individuals. Achieving her priorities will only be feasible with the full cooperation of the States, she stressed, adding, “it won’t be easy but the cause of justice is worth all our efforts.”

* * *

Burundi

12 September – United Nations humanitarian agencies have rushed a joint assessment team to western Burundi following reports that civilians had fled rebel fighting in Bubanza province.

A UN spokesman in New York said today that based on the assessment, the World Food Programme (WFP) plans to deliver assistance to an estimated 15,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) around the town of Mubimbi early next week.  

The UN office in Burundi is also looking into reports that 17 civilians, including 14 children, were killed near Cibitoke – some 40 kilometres east of the capital, Bujumbura – earlier this week.  Humanitarian personnel have limited access to the area due to a high degree of instability.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

12 September – Although the United Nations and other relief agencies working in Côte d’Ivoire have been concerned by the “worrisome humanitarian conditions” and rising inter-ethnic tensions in recent weeks, the situation may be improving as the security ratings in some areas were lowered today.

According to the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (MINUCI), the security ratings in four zones have been lowered. In the central and eastern part of the country, between Touba and Noebondouko, the level has been dropped from phase 4 – the suspension of all aid programmes other than those designated “urgent” – to phase 2, limited activities of UN personnel.

In zone 3, which primarily covers Abidjan and its environs, the security rating has been lowered from phase 3, which calls for the relocation of UN staff, to phase 2.

The security ratings for zones 2 and 4, covering the western and northern portions of the country, have similarly been eased.

The UN Mission said it would continue to monitor the evolving military and political situation and will maintain its operational presence throughout the country.

* * *

DR of Congo

12 September – Thousands of people who had been cut-off from all humanitarian aid for many months because of inter-ethnic combat have been able to receive help this week following the deployment of United Nations peacekeeping troops in Bunia in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said today.

No one knew exactly how many persons were hiding in the forests, but some of them, encouraged by the recent political developments and an improvement in the security conditions, were returning home, a spokesperson for the agency said in Geneva.

For the first time in more than a year, a team from the WFP partner, the non-governmental organization German Agro Action, had been able on Wednesday to distribute food aid to more than 5,000 persons in Songolo, 35 kilometres south of Bunia.

The food situation of the internally displaced persons who fled the resource-rich province in the northeast was bad, as they had left with nothing, the spokesperson said.

* * *

DPR of Korea

12 September – The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) is projected to suffer shortfalls of about 110,000 tons of food for the next six months, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said today. 

This includes about 90,000 tons of cereals, in addition to blended food, sugar, pulses and oil.

The DPRK has been plagued by food shortages for several years. Following a mid-January mission by his personal envoy, Maurice Strong, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan warned of an impending humanitarian crisis unless donors responded quickly to the pressing food and medical needs of the most vulnerable there.

* * *

ICC

12 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the election of the Board of Directors of the Victims Trust Fund established by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

“The Secretary-General is pleased that five distinguished international figures have been elected to manage the Trust Fund, the success of which will have an important bearing on the success of the Court itself,” a statement issued by a UN spokesman said.

Those elected today by the Assembly of States Parties of the ICC, meeting at UN Headquarters in New York, were Queen Rania al-Abdullah of Jordan, former Costa Rican President Oscar Arias Sánchez, former Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki, former French Health Minister Simone Veil and Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa.
* * *

Interdependence

12 September – With the forces of globalization on the rise and the interdependence of the world’s peoples growing, citizens of the nation states must also act as global citizens with a major role accruing to the United Nations in the effort to reach truly multilateral decisions, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

“The challenge for us is to manage our interdependence in ways that bring people in rather than shutting them out,” Mr. Annan told a ceremony marking the First Annual Interdependence Day held in Philadelphia, site of the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776.

“Citizens need to think and act globally so as to influence global decisions. And that means that the United Nations, in order to play its part, must live up to the first words of its Charter, ‘We The Peoples’,” he said in a message delivered on his behalf by the UN Director of Communications, Edward Mortimer.

The event brought together public, civic and corporate leaders, distinguished academics and diplomats, and interested citizens and students, to reflect together on the world’s interdependent reality.

“In the era of independence, peoples have achieved and practiced self-government within the framework of nation states,” Mr. Annan said. “That framework is still very important, and will remain so even in the new era of interdependence. But the more interdependent we become, the more decisions have to be taken, not by one nation state alone, but by many acting together.”

* * *

Tourism

12 September – With visits to the world’s biodiversity hotspots, regions richest in species but facing extreme threats, set to account for most of a projected doubling in tourism by 2020, the United Nations today warned of both a blessing and a curse – a major danger for nature or a chance to ease the poverty of the planet’s poorest peoples.

“Tourism has huge potential for good or evil. It is in everyone’s interest, particularly the industry’s, that the economic power of 21st century tourism is harnessed for the benefit of local people and wildlife,” the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, said in launching the most comprehensive study ever focusing on the affects of tourism on biological diversity.

The report, titled “Tourism and Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism’s Global Footprint” and released by UNEP and Conservation International (CI), a US-based international non-profit corporation, notes that tourism generates 11 per cent of global gross domestic product (GDP), employs 200 million people and transports nearly 700 million international travellers per year – a figure expected to double by 2020.

The study, which provides guidelines for governments, businesses, donors and local communities for supporting sustainable development, adds that with nature and adventure travel being among tourism’s fastest-growing segments, the most fragile biodiversity areas are where most expansion will likely take place. While tourism can provide opportunities for conserving nature, when developed improperly it can be a major threat to conservation, it states.

The report also notes that tourism is a principal export of the 49 least-developed countries and number one for 37 of them and illustrates how, when guided by the principles of ecotourism – environmental sustainability, protection of nature, and supporting the well being of local peoples – it can provide important economic alternatives for local communities.

“Tourism relies on stable and healthy communities and environments. It cannot ruin the very wildlife and landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on,” Mr. Toepfer said. “Fortunately, there are many examples where tourism has balanced the needs of the industry with the needs of wildlife and people. We need to encourage and extend these across the globe so that they do not become islands of good practice in a sea of environmental decline.”

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________

           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Good afternoon.

           **Visitors

           We have a group of journalists with us and military spokespersons from Uruguay, as well as a journalist from Argentina.  So, welcome to the briefing.

           **Guest at Noon

           Our guest today will be Jacques Klein, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia, he will be joining us in just a minute.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           We issued the following statement from Geneva this morning concerning the Middle East.  I will just read it into the record:

           “The Secretary-General strongly urges the Israeli Government to reconsider the Security Cabinet’s decision in principle to expel President Yasser Arafat.  The forcible transfer of President Arafat is dangerous and counterproductive in a situation of tension and instability in the region.

           “The Secretary-General notes that the trend of developments on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in recent weeks  has been increasingly grim.  He urges both sides to live up to their responsibilities under the Quartet’s Road Map and to exercise the utmost restraint and statesmanship.”

           **Security Council

           The Security Council this morning held two back-to-back open meetings.

           In the first, the Council voted on lifting UN sanctions on Libya.  The resolution passed by a vote of 13-0, with France and the United States abstaining.

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the adoption today by the Security Council of a resolution lifting sanctions against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

           “The Secretary-General hopes that this important step, along with the settlement arrangements agreed

     following many years of intensive negotiations, will help bring some comfort to the families of the victims of the tragic events over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988 and Niger in 1989 as the international community strives to bring this tragic  chapter to a close.”

           In the second meeting, the Security Council voted unanimously on a six-month extension for the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea.

           **Kosovo

           The Security Council has begun an open meeting on Kosovo, on which Assistant Secretary-General for

     Peacekeeping Operations Hedi Annabi briefed Council members, saying that the period since July has been

     characterized by a number of violent attacks and shootings, primarily targeting the Kosovo Serb community, as well as UN law enforcement authorities.

           He noted in particular the killing of two Kosovo Serb youths, and the wounding of four others, in a shooting incident in Gorazdevac on 13 August, with no arrests having yet been made in connection with the incident.  The violence has further raised feelings of insecurity among Kosovo Serbs, and there have been signs of an increase in inter-ethnic tensions.

           Mr. Annabi said that a priority at this time is the initiation of a direct dialogue on practical matters of mutual concern between Belgrade and Pristina, and added that the new Special Representative in Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, is actively engaged in pursuing that dialogue.

           We have copies of his briefing notes upstairs.  That open debate is continuing as we speak.

           **Secretary-General in Geneva

           The Secretary-General today met in Geneva with the principal UN and other humanitarian officials who

     comprise the Inter-Agency Standing Committee, telling reporters afterwards that they had discussed the situation in  Iraq, especially focusing on the continuing but reduced humanitarian operations by UN agencies, the Red Cross and non-governmental organizations.

           He said the Committee had discussed what security measures are needed in Iraq, and added that they had

     agreed not to abandon the Iraqi people in their time of need.  He said, “We need to find a way to maximize the

     contribution we are making to the people of Iraq while minimizing the risk to our staff.”  He also stressed the

     importance that humanitarian assistance be seen as independent from political or military processes.

           The Secretary-General said he would convey his humanitarian colleagues’ concerns to the foreign ministers of the five permanent members of the Security Council when they meet with him tomorrow to discuss Iraq.

           Asked whether he expected an agreement tomorrow among the five permanent members on a resolution for  Iraq, the Secretary-General said he didn’t think the text of a resolution would be discussed at tomorrow’s meeting.  Instead, he said, “We are going to discuss the situation and the way forward, and I hope there can be some convergence that will facilitate discussion in New York with the full Council.”

           Concerning the 19 August attack in Baghdad, he confirmed that the UN has done some preliminary

     investigation, but it is setting up an independent investigation, led by a prominent person and including experienced investigators, to come up with a definitive report.  We have the transcript of his comments upstairs.

           **Riza Spends Three Days in Iraq

           Iqbal Riza, the Secretary-General’s Chief of Staff, is in Amman, Jordan today after spending three days in

     Baghdad meeting with UN local and international staff and assuring them of the Secretary-General’s concern for their security.

           In Amman, he was scheduled to visit wounded staff in hospital, as well as other UN staff there who have been evacuated from Iraq.

           He arrived in Baghdad on Tuesday, and was briefed by US officials responsible for the security of the UN

     compound.

           On Wednesday, he met with local and international staff working for UN organizations and agencies currently operating in Iraq.  He met with staff at all levels, including the senior national staff member of each agency.  These  were the people who kept UN humanitarian operations running during the war when international staff had to be evacuated.

           He toured the Canal Hotel bomb blast site and was briefed on the events of 19 August, the day of the

     bombing.  He also went to the separate headquarters buildings occupied by United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)  and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

           While he was there, he also paid courtesy calls on the US Administrator, J. Paul Bremer, on this month’s

     President of the Governing Council, Ahmad Chalabi, and then he met with all members of the Governing Council.

           Yesterday, he talked to people at UN Headquarters, including medical personnel and staff counsellors.

           Today, he flew to Erbil where again he met with staff and toured facilities before flying to Amman.

           He’s expected back in New York on Tuesday.

           **Burundi

           From Burundi, in response to reports that civilians had fled fighting in Bubanda Province in Burundi, UN

     humanitarian agencies have sent an assessment team to the area.

           Based on the assessment, the World Food Programme plans to deliver food assistance to an estimated

     15,000 internally displaced persons around the town of Mubimbi early next week.

           The UN office in Burundi is also looking into disturbing reports that 17 civilians, including 14 children, were  killed near Cibitoke, some 40km east of Bujumbura, earlier this week.

           Humanitarian personnel have limited access to the area due to a high degree of instability.

           **Liberia - Humanitarian

           The World Food Programme (WFP) relief ship, Martin I Majuro, steamed out of Monrovia harbour this afternoon  bound for the southern coastal town of Harper.

           On board, an inter-agency United Nations and international non-governmental organization mission is poised  to dock and enter Harper, territory held by forces from the rebel group “Movement for Democracy in Liberia” (MODEL).

           Access to Harper will widen the international net of assistance to Liberia’s most vulnerable.

           We have a press release with an update on the humanitarian situation in Liberia and, of course, Jacques Klein will brief you in person in just a few minutes.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre, in a press release issued in Abidjan, announced the improvement in the situation on the ground in that country.

           Please see the press release for details.

           **North Korea - Humanitarian

           According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, shortfalls of about 110,000 metric tons of  food are projected for the next six months, from September through February 2004, in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).

           **ICC

           Earlier this morning, the Assembly of States Parties of the International Criminal Court, meeting downstairs,  elected five eminent persons to the Board of Directors of the International Criminal Court’s trust fund for victims.

           Those elected today were Queen Rania al-Abdullah of Jordan; former Costa Rican President Oscar Arias

     Sánchez; former Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki; former French Health Minister Simone Veil; and the Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa.

           And I have the following statement on that:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the election today of the Board of Directors of the Victims Trust Fund

     established by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.  (This is what I just mentioned to you).  The  Secretary-General is pleased that five distinguished international figures have been elected to manage the Trust Fund,  the success of which will have an important bearing on the success of the Court itself.”

           **Lid List update

           A practical matter here; we would like to remind you to update us on any changes in your e-mail addresses for  our lid list.  If you want to get after-hours communications from us we will need your latest coordinates and you should give them to Cathy Smith in my office.

           **Press conferences - Monday

           At 11 a.m., Shashi Tharoor, Under-Secretary-General for Communication and Public Information, will be

     showing public service announcements featuring United Nations messengers of peace Muhammad Ali and Luciano  Pavarotti.

           **Guests at Noon - Monday

           And the guests at the noon briefing on Monday will be Carol Bellamy, the Executive Director of the UNICEF, and the Director General of WHO, Jong-Wook Lee, will brief the press on child survival.

           **The Week Ahead at the United Nations

           We have the Week Ahead for you.  I have a half-dozen other items here but I don’t want to take up your time.   You can see them on the Web right after the briefing.

           Jacques, why don’t you come up and join us, Richard has something, I think briefly for us?

           Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Yes.  Okay, thank you, Fred.

           This morning the General Assembly Committee on Conferences has been meeting on the adoption of the

     report of the Committee.

           The closing plenary meeting of the fifty-seventh session of the General Assembly will take place next Monday at 3 p.m.  The meeting will commence with the adoption of a presidential draft resolution condemning the bombing of  the United Nations headquarters in Iraq on 19 August 2003.  For your information it was a presidential draft resolution  that was unanimously adopted by the General Assembly that expressed the collective outrage of the UN following the 11 September 2001 attack.

           Following that, other items to be decided will be appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs, general and complete disarmament, draft resolutions on sustainable development and international economic cooperation and  revitalisation of the work of the General Assembly.  All other items on the long list of items to be addressed on  Monday will be referred on to the fifty-eighth session.

           The president will then make a concluding statement, and when I have copies of the presidential draft

     resolution and the concluding statement, I will make these available to you.

           Any questions?  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  (Inaudible)

           Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I don’t have any information on that.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Evelyn, did you have a question for Richard?

           Question:  No, for you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Yes, I am sorry, I should have opened up for questions.  Before you

     ask, I have just been told that there will be Security Council consultations on the Middle East at 3 o’clock this

     afternoon.  Evelyn?

           Question:  Fred, I want to thank you for all the help in trying to get the arrangements changed on the second  floor, but I have a question:  how much is this costing?  Because it seems to me that the last wall in the security room  has been set up so that delegates can smoke and drink in the security area in the south lounge rather than walk to the north lounge and I’d like to know if, I understand it’s a $100,000 to a $150,000, but I would very appreciate if you could confirm that.  And did the Secretary-General, when he looked at it, indicate this would be reviewed or he didn’t, just  curious what the next step ... it seems to be hammered into place forever more.

           Spokesman for Secretary-General:  I’ll have to look into the cost of it, I don’t know what it is and I’ll let you know as soon as I find out, that would be a matter of public record.  I don’t think the purpose was to provide a place for delegates to smoke.  There is no intention to put any furniture in that space.  It’s supposed to be walk-in, walk-out  coffee for not just delegates but for all Secretariat, but that doesn’t change the problem that you and other journalists  have identified of the glass wall.  And the Secretary-General, I don’t if you were there, but there were people there  when he looked at it who heard him say:  “I see the problem.”  Of course, he is in Geneva now and Catherine Bertini,  the Under-Secretary-General for Management, who is ultimately responsible for this, is out on retreat with her senior  staff.  I think she gets back on Monday.  Anyway, so, I’ll try to find out the money figure for you and I think the next time we’ll be able to discuss this will be Monday.  Any other questions?

           Question:  Who is going to lead the investigation in the Baghdad attack?

           Spokesman for Secretary-General:  I thought you might want to know that.

           Question:  Sorry?

           Spokesman for Secretary-General:  I said I thought you might want to know that.  No, we’re not ready to

     announce that but the Secretary-General did give you some fresh information today from Geneva about how this final investigation will be conducted; that it will be headed by a senior political figure but assisted by investigators.  And so  now you want to know who that senior political figure is and we’re not prepared to announced it.  I expect the announcement will come before very long, though.

           Jacques, welcome to the briefing.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biodiversity" ��Agence France Presse - Tourism to biodiversity areas growing fast, must be monitored: report�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��Reuters - Tourism a Huge Threat to Global Environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threat" ��Australian Broadcasting Corporation - Tourism a Huge Threat to Global  …�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Study" ��Boston Globe - Study: Tourism threatens environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Xinhua - Tourism doubled in world's biodiversity areas, causing threat: UNEP�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Report" ��India Express- Tourism could be threat to environment: UN report�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mangrove" ��News24, South Africa - Mangrove belt stops in Nahoon�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Protection" ��The Irish Times  - Making waves to ensure protection of marine areas�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Grandchildren" ��Independent  (Bangladesh)  - (Letter)  Will our grandchildren …� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Spill" ��Dawn - Body set up to expedite anti-spill measures�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Dawn - Checks on accidental marine pollution proposed�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Battlefields" ��Dawn - Experts warn of radioactive battlefields in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��The Age (Melbourne) -  Antarctic Ozone Hole Hits Record Size�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Air" ��The Philippine Star - That we may breathe clean, healthy air�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Seas" ��Agence France Presse- UN says unregulated "high seas" need special attention�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Shanghai" ��Business Daily - Shanghai pledges increased spending to fight pollution� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gasoline" ��Daily Nations (Kenya)Time to phase out leaded gasoline�
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