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Other Environment-related News

· Scotsman.com - Blair Warns of Potential Environmental Catastrophe 
· BBC - 'Sustainable relief' is needed 
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· U.N. Highlights of  14 September 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  14 September 2004
BBC

UN to help tackle Iraq pollution 
The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) has said it will help Iraq clean up the toxic pollution caused by a decade of conflict. 

Starting next month, Unep will assess pollution "hotspots", ranging from oil spills to waste from military vehicles. 

In a separate plan, it also hopes to analyse sites that may be polluted by excessive levels of depleted uranium. 

Unep has said it will take many years to clear up the chronic damage to air, water and soil that Iraq has suffered. 

Toxic chemicals 
In the first leg of the operation, Unep will visit five of the hundreds of locations that Iraqi scientists fear are contaminated. 

These will consist of industrial sites around Baghdad and Fallujah that contain thousands of tonnes of toxic chemicals and pollutants, which pose a direct threat to human health. 

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels by a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, Unep executive director. 

Examples include the 5,000 tonnes of spilled chemicals at the Al-Doura refinery, and a seed store where 50 tonnes of seeds coated with dangerous fungicide were looted, raising the threat of contaminated bread supplies. 

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," the Iraqi environment minister, Mishkat Moumin, said. 

Depleted uranium 
Mr Toepfer revealed that Iraq's new government has also asked for help in clearing up hazardous depleted uranium, left by bombs used in the US-led conflicts. 

Depleted uranium dust has been blamed for causing severe illness long after ammunition explodes, and became the focus of a propaganda battle under Saddam Hussein's regime. 

Britain had handed over detailed maps of locations in southern Iraq where about 1.9 tonnes of depleted uranium was used in 2003, to help the clean-up, Mr Toepfer said. 

"We did not get additional coordinates or information from the United States so far," he said. "We need the coordinates otherwise a study or assessment is not possible." 

Unep is coordinating the whole project in cooperation with the Iraqi government as part of a wider $4.7m scheme funded by donors including Japan, Germany and Britain. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Iraqi Scientists to Wage War on Pollution

Sept. 14, 2004 — By Matthew Green 

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Iraqi scientists will assess pollution ranging from oil spills to scrap metal from destroyed military vehicles in an effort to tackle environmental damage in the war-ravaged country, the United Nations said on Tuesday.

With violence gripping Iraq, environmentalists are struggling to draw attention to damage caused during last year's U.S.-led invasion, the 1991 Gulf War and waste discharged by industry struggling with years of sanctions.

A pilot scheme starting in the next month will test samples from five of the more than 300 locations in Iraq considered to be contaminated by various pollutants, including a sulphur mine and a seed store containing toxic fungicide.

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," Environment Minister Mishkat Moumin said in a statement released by the United Nations Environment Program's headquarters in Nairobi.

Underlining the threat to government personnel in Iraq, militants made an unsuccessful attempt to assassinate Moumin in a bomb attack last month.

UNEP is coordinating the project in cooperation with the Iraqi government as part of a wider $4.7-million scheme funded by donors to support the country's environment ministry.

Environmentalists and anti-nuclear activists have linked depleted uranium used in U.S. and British munitions to higher rates of cancer and birth defects in Iraq following the 1991 war, although the study is not focusing on this issue.

In a separate plan, UNEP has requested $2.5 million from donors to assess sites that scientists suspect are polluted by depleted uranium, which is so dense it can pierce tank armor.

The Pentagon says it has not found any evidence that the metal causes long-term health problems.

Iraqi scientists, who have received training from UNEP, will share samples with counterparts from UNEP's Post Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva.

"This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental assessors," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in the statement.

SABOTAGE

The initial sites to be assessed include a pipeline where sabotage attacks by guerrillas opposed to the interim government of Prime Minister Iyad Allawi have caused discharges of oil.

Scientists also plan to visit the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company to assess pollution from sulphur fires, and the Midland Al-Doura Refinery Stores to investigate spills of more than 5,000 tons of chemicals, including tetraethyl lead.

Tests are also planned at the Al-Suwaira Seed Store, where seeds have been coated with methyl mercury fungicide, a particularly toxic form of the liquid metal that can damage the human nervous system.

UNEP said about 50 tons of contaminated seeds were stolen during last year's U.S.-led invasion, raising the risk of contaminating food supplies such as bread.

Scientists also plan to visit a scrap metal site to assess the risk of pollution from chemicals such as halons, asbestos and engine oils from destroyed tanks and other vehicles. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Miami Herald

U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq

CHRIS TOMLINSON
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NAIROBI, Kenya - Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to clean up the country after ten years of war and instability, the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday.

The U.N. agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said.

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director.

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armor during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war.

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said.

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tones of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the U.S. government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations.

The Japanese government has funded much of the US$4.7 million (euro3.8 million) project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based U.N. agency and implemented by the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment.

Samples - collected by Iraqi experts - will be evaluated by the U.N. Environment Program's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia.

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the post-conflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam.

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper clean up after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said.

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al-Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al-Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken.

Once the exact nature and extent of the contamination of the sites has been evaluated, the scientists will recommend remedial action to the Iraqi government, the agency statement said.

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," said Mishkat Moumin, in a statement released in Nairobi. "Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle."

ON THE NET
ENS 

Iraqi Environment Ministry and UN to Assess Polluted Sites 
BAGHDAD, Iraq, September 14, 2004 (ENS) - Environmental contamination left by years of war is about to be investigated by Iraqi scientists working on a new $4.7 million project funded by the government of Japan. Impacts on human health and the environment left by oil and chemical fires and spills will be assessed at five of 300 polluted sites across Iraq in preparation for a long term plan to clean up the country. 

The project will be coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment, both agencies announced today. 

Iraqi Environment Minister Mishkat Moumin said, "My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future. Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle towards a better future." 
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The Al-Doura Refinery outside Baghdad is a site that may be assessed for contamination. (Photo courtesy ActionLA)
Going in, the scientists will be trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, and they will become the nucleus of the first independent Iraqi team of environmental assessors. 

They will share samples with UNEP's Post Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva so that testing of the samples can be carried out both in Iraq and in independent, reputable laboratories in Europe. 

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels by a range of pollutants," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "This pilot project will focus on up to five of them." 

Already, the new project has pinpointed 10 priority sites from which five are likely to be chosen. 

One priority investigation is the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company site 20 miles south of Mosul in northern Iraq where sulphur mining, sulphuric acid and aluminium sulphate manufacturing have taken place. 
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Sulfur fire at the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company near Mosul, June-July 2003. (Photo courtesy NASA)
A month-long fire of unknown cause in June and July 2003 emitted a plume of contaminated gas over Iraq and other Middle Eastern countries. 

"Assessments are urgently needed," said the UN and Iraqi agencies, "to evaluate the impact of sulfur fires on surrounding soils, vegetation and surface and groundwaters." There are also environmental concerns about air pollution and effluent discharges. 

The Midland (Al-Doura) Refinery Stores is another priority site targeted for investigation. The Iraqi Environment Ministry wants to assess the impact of chemical spills of more than 5,000 metric tons of chemicals, including tetra-ethyl lead, on nearby soils, vegetation and water sources. 

Investigations are also planned at the Al Suwaira Seed Store where seeds have been coated with methyl mercury fungicide. Around 50 metric tons of contaminated seeds that were stolen during the recent conflict have the potential to contaminate food supplies such as bread. Assessments are also expected to focus on the impact of fungicide residues on soils and water sources. 

The project will also identify an oil pipeline site where recent attacks have led to explosions, oil trench fires and oil discharges into the surrounding environment. 

There have been recent concerns surrounding recycling of scrap metals from stockpiles of damaged and destroyed military vehicles. It is planned to assess one scrap metal site in order to evaluate possibly uncontrolled releases of contaminants such as halons, asbestos and engine oils to nearby soils and water sources. 
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Fire fighters from Karbala, Iraq battle a fire along the crude oil pipeline west of the city. August 1, 2003. (Photo by Lance Cpl. Nathan Alan Heusdens courtesy U.S. Marine Corps)
Once the precise threats have been established, the UNEP/Iraqi team will be in a position to recommend remedial action. 

"This new project, which has been given generous support from the government of Japan, will also be assisting the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment to strengthen its skills in other areas including environmental law, natural resources management and taking part in multi-lateral environmental agreements on everything from protecting the ozone layer to trade in endangered species," Toepfer said. 

Toepfer says the new initiative underlines the Iraqi government's "commitment to put environmental issues in the center of the reconstruction efforts," despite the continuing difficulties prevailing in the country. 

Moumin said, "We warmly welcome our growing cooperation with UNEP and their commitment to strengthen our ministry and help deliver meaningful change on the ground." 

The training of Iraqi experts in scientific and environmental assessment will build on recent training workshops on modern laboratory techniques held in Switzerland and Jordan, funded in this case by the government of Germany and the UK Department for International Development.

Xinhua General News Service
 September 14, 2004 Tuesday 8:00 AM EST

 UNEP, Iraq to jointly assess key polluted sites in Iraq

DATELINE: GENEVA

BODY:


Key polluted sites in Iraq are to be investigated by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the Iraqi government as part of a long-term plan to clean up the country after well over a decade of instability and conflict, the UNEP announced here Tuesday.

Iraqi scientists, trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, will be carrying out tests at a handful of contaminated sites in order to assess their threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told reporters. 

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels by a range of pollutants. This pilot project will focus on up to five of them," he said.

"Importantly, the UNEP will be training Iraqi experts to carry out the tests in order to build the skills ...This is part of our long term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental assessors," he added.

The 4.7-million-US dollar-project, approved in the framework of UN Iraq Trust Fund, is coordinated by the UNEP in close cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of Environment.

Under the project, the scientists will share samples with the UNEP's Post Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) in Geneva so that testing can be carried out both in Iraq and in independent and reputable laboratories in Europe.

The UNEP said the new initiative underlined the Iraqi government's commitment to put environmental issues in the center of the reconstruction efforts, despite the continuing difficulties prevailing in the country. 

LOAD-DATE: September 15, 2004
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ABC

Iraqi Scientists to Wage War on Pollution

Sept. 14, 2004 — By Matthew Green 

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Iraqi scientists will assess pollution ranging from oil spills to scrap metal from destroyed military vehicles in an effort to tackle environmental damage in the war-ravaged country, the United Nations said on Tuesday.

With violence gripping Iraq, environmentalists are struggling to draw attention to damage caused during last year's U.S.-led invasion, the 1991 Gulf War and waste discharged by industry struggling with years of sanctions.

A pilot scheme starting in the next month will test samples from five of the more than 300 locations in Iraq considered to be contaminated by various pollutants, including a sulphur mine and a seed store containing toxic fungicide.

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," Environment Minister Mishkat Moumin said in a statement released by the United Nations Environment Program's headquarters in Nairobi.

Underlining the threat to government personnel in Iraq, militants made an unsuccessful attempt to assassinate Moumin in a bomb attack last month.

UNEP is coordinating the project in cooperation with the Iraqi government as part of a wider $4.7-million scheme funded by donors to support the country's environment ministry.

Environmentalists and anti-nuclear activists have linked depleted uranium used in U.S. and British munitions to higher rates of cancer and birth defects in Iraq following the 1991 war, although the study is not focusing on this issue.

In a separate plan, UNEP has requested $2.5 million from donors to assess sites that scientists suspect are polluted by depleted uranium, which is so dense it can pierce tank armor.

The Pentagon says it has not found any evidence that the metal causes long-term health problems.

Iraqi scientists, who have received training from UNEP, will share samples with counterparts from UNEP's Post Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva.

"This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental assessors," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in the statement.

SABOTAGE

The initial sites to be assessed include a pipeline where sabotage attacks by guerrillas opposed to the interim government of Prime Minister Iyad Allawi have caused discharges of oil.

Scientists also plan to visit the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company to assess pollution from sulphur fires, and the Midland Al-Doura Refinery Stores to investigate spills of more than 5,000 tons of chemicals, including tetraethyl lead.

Tests are also planned at the Al-Suwaira Seed Store, where seeds have been coated with methyl mercury fungicide, a particularly toxic form of the liquid metal that can damage the human nervous system.

UNEP said about 50 tons of contaminated seeds were stolen during last year's U.S.-led invasion, raising the risk of contaminating food supplies such as bread.

Scientists also plan to visit a scrap metal site to assess the risk of pollution from chemicals such as halons, asbestos and engine oils from destroyed tanks and other vehicles. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UPI

U.N. to survey Iraq environment hot spots
Geneva, Switzerland, Sep. 14 (UPI) -- U.N. officials said Tuesday they plan to investigate environmental hot spots in Iraq as part of a long-term plan to clean up the country. 

U.N. Environment Program officials said Iraqi scientists, trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, will carry out tests at a handful of contaminated sites to assess their threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment.

Under the project, coordinated by UNEP in cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment, scientists will share samples with UNEP's Post Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva so testing can be carried out both in Iraq and in independent laboratories in Europe.

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels by a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director. "This pilot project will focus on up to five of them (and) UNEP will be training Iraqi experts to carry out the tests in order to build the skills and technical know-how in the country. This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop 

UN To Help Iraq Clean Up Pollution Threats
Wednesday, 15 September 2004, 10:13 am
Press Release: United Nations
UN To Help Iraq Clean Up Pollution Threats To Human Health And Wildlife 

In a long-term plan to clean up widespread pollution in Iraq after well over a decade of instability and conflict, the United Nations environmental agency today announced a pilot project to investigate ecological “hot spots” ranging from chemical spills and oil discharges to contaminated food seeds and sulphur fallout. 

The project will focus on only five of an estimated 300 contaminated sites but UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer stressed its long-term impact in rebuilding the country after the ouster of Saddam Hussein’s regime and ridding it of threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment. 

“Importantly, UNEP will be training Iraqi experts to carry out the tests in order to build the skills and technical-know how in the country,” he said. “This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental assessors.” 

The project, coordinated by UNEP in close cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment, underlines the Iraqi Government’s commitment to put environmental issues in the centre of the reconstruction efforts, despite the continuing difficulties prevailing in the country, the agency said. 

Iraqi scientists, trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, will share samples with UNEP’s Post Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) in Geneva so that testing can be carried out in both Iraq and independent and reputable laboratories in Europe. 

The $4.7 million project, which has received generous support from the government of Japan, has pinpointed 10 priority sites from which five are likely to be chosen. 

These include the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company, which needs an urgent assessment of the impact of sulphur fires on surrounding soils, vegetation and surface and groundwaters, and the Midland (Al-Doura) Refinery Stores where spills of more than 5,000 tons of chemicals, including tetra-ethyl lead, may have affected nearby soils and water sources. 

Also included are the Al Suwaira Seed Store where 50 tons of seeds coated with methyl-mercury fungicide, stolen during the recent conflict, could contaminate food supplies such as bread; oil pipeline sites where recent attacks have led to discharges into the surrounding environment; and scrap metal plants where contaminants such as halons, asbestos and engine oils may have been released from stockpiles of damaged and destroyed military vehicles into nearby soils and water sources. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsday.com

U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


By CHRIS TOMLINSON
Associated Press Writer

September 14, 2004, 11:13 AM EDT

NAIROBI, Kenya -- Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to clean up the country after ten years of war and instability, the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday. 

The U.N. agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said. 

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director. 

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armor during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war. 

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said. 

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tones of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the U.S. government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations. 

The Japanese government has funded much of the US$4.7 million (euro3.8 million) project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based U.N. agency and implemented by the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment. 

Samples -- collected by Iraqi experts -- will be evaluated by the U.N. Environment Program's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia. 

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the post-conflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam. 

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper clean up after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said. 

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al-Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al-Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken. 

Once the exact nature and extent of the contamination of the sites has been evaluated, the scientists will recommend remedial action to the Iraqi government, the agency statement said. 

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," said Mishkat Moumin, in a statement released in Nairobi. "Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle."

________________________________________________________________________________
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U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq

CHRIS TOMLINSON
Associated Press
NAIROBI, Kenya - Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to clean up the country after ten years of war and instability, the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday.

The U.N. agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said.

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director.

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armor during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war.

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said.

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tones of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the U.S. government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations.

The Japanese government has funded much of the US$4.7 million (euro3.8 million) project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based U.N. agency and implemented by the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment.

Samples - collected by Iraqi experts - will be evaluated by the U.N. Environment Program's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia.

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the post-conflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam.

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper clean up after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said.

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al-Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al-Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken.

Once the exact nature and extent of the contamination of the sites has been evaluated, the scientists will recommend remedial action to the Iraqi government, the agency statement said.

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," said Mishkat Moumin, in a statement released in Nairobi. "Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle."
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Jordan Times

UN agency coordinating study of 'hot spots' in Iraq 
      NAIROBI (AP) — Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to cleanup the country after ten years of war and instability, the UN Environment Programme said Tuesday. 

The UN agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said. 

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director. 

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armour during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war. 

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said. 

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tonnes of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the US government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations. 

The Japanese government has funded much of the $4.7 million project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based UN agency and implemented by the Iraqi ministry of environment. 

Samples — collected by Iraqi experts — will be evaluated by the UN Environment Programme's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia. 

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the postconflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam. 

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper cleanup after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said. 

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken. 
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Las Vegas Sun

Today: September 14, 2004 at 8:18:08 PDT 

U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq

By CHRIS TOMLINSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) - Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to clean up the country after ten years of war and instability, the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday. 

The U.N. agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said. 

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director. 

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armor during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war. 

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said. 

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tones of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the U.S. government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations. 

The Japanese government has funded much of the US$4.7 million (euro3.8 million) project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based U.N. agency and implemented by the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment. 

Samples - collected by Iraqi experts - will be evaluated by the U.N. Environment Program's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia. 

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the post-conflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam. 

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper clean up after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said. 

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al-Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al-Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken. 

Once the exact nature and extent of the contamination of the sites has been evaluated, the scientists will recommend remedial action to the Iraqi government, the agency statement said. 

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," said Mishkat Moumin, in a statement released in Nairobi. "Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle." 

_________________________________________________________________________________
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER

Tuesday, September 14, 2004 · Last updated 8:13 a.m. PT

U.N. agency to study environment in Iraq

By CHRIS TOMLINSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

NAIROBI, Kenya -- Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to clean up the country after ten years of war and instability, the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday.

The U.N. agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said.

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director.

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armor during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war.

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said.

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tones of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the U.S. government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations.

The Japanese government has funded much of the US$4.7 million (euro3.8 million) project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based U.N. agency and implemented by the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment.

Samples - collected by Iraqi experts - will be evaluated by the U.N. Environment Program's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia.

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the post-conflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam.

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper clean up after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said.

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al-Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al-Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken.

Once the exact nature and extent of the contamination of the sites has been evaluated, the scientists will recommend remedial action to the Iraqi government, the agency statement said.

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," said Mishkat Moumin, in a statement released in Nairobi. "Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle."
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NAIROBI, Kenya - Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to clean up the country after ten years of war and instability, the U.N. Environment Program said Tuesday.

The U.N. agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said.

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director.

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armor during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war.

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said.

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tones of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the U.S. government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations.

The Japanese government has funded much of the US$4.7 million (euro3.8 million) project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based U.N. agency and implemented by the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment.

Samples - collected by Iraqi experts - will be evaluated by the U.N. Environment Program's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia.

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the post-conflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam.

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper clean up after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said.

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al-Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al-Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken.

Once the exact nature and extent of the contamination of the sites has been evaluated, the scientists will recommend remedial action to the Iraqi government, the agency statement said.

"My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future," said Mishkat Moumin, in a statement released in Nairobi. "Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle."

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Blair warns of climate change threat
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LONDON Prime Minister Tony Blair warned Tuesday of the threat posed by climate change and said time was running out to resolve the problem of global warming.

.

Blair has promised to make the issue a focal point of Britain's presidency of the Group of 8 next year and says he will push for greater international commitment to cut greenhouse gases.

.

"It is a huge issue and time is running out," Blair told a round-table discussion that included energy industry executives and environmental lobby groups. He said he would seek agreement among G-8 countries on the threat posed by climate change, and on the scientific and technological ways to address the issue.

.

Blair said he would also seek a commitment from countries outside the G-8, notably India and China, to cut greenhouse gases.

.

"The truth is that China and India are the two economies which in the next 50 years are going to be huge sources of expansion," he said.

.

Blair said he was encouraging China to take a leading role in addressing the issue and was trying to organize a conference early next year with Beijing.

.

Blair has in the past been critical of the Bush administration for refusing to sign the Kyoto Protocol, which sets the target of bringing worldwide emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases 8 percent below the 1990 level by 2010.

.

Washington rejects the accord as economically harmful and based on flimsy evidence. Blair said it would be difficult to overcome such opposition. "Let's be absolutely blunt about it. I do not think the U.S. Senate is going to vote for ratification of Kyoto. It would be nice if they did, but I can't see it," said Blair.

.

Michael Howard, the leader of the Conservatives, on Monday urged Blair to exert more influence in Washington and accused him of squandering the opportunity provided by his close friendship with President George W. Bush.

.

Klaus Töpfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, said at a global forum on cities in Barcelona that it was in Russia's interest to ratify the accord.

.

Russia has held the casting vote since Washington pulled out and President Vladimir Putin said in May that Moscow would move to ratify Kyoto after an agreement with the European Union on entry to the World Trade Organization.

.

But official documents show that Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov and several key ministries doubted the scientific basis of the pact. The documents also said the Kyoto pact was unlikely to bring in significant earnings or new investment. Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said, however, that Russia still intended to approve the Kyoto pact. (AP, Reuters) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Russia seen on track to ratify Kyoto - UNEP chief

14 Sep 2004 15:06:01 GMT
Source: Reuters 

By Emma Graham-Harrison
BARCELONA, Sept 14 (Reuters) - Russia should ratify the Kyoto pact on climate change and breathe new life into it, as economic considerations win out over the doubts of some senior politicians, a leading U.N. environmentalist said.

The 1997 deal, which aims to stabilise greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere, can come into force only if developed countries responsible for 55 percent of emissions ratify it.

"It may be surprising but I haven't changed my position ... I remain not optimistic but realistic that it is in the ... economic interest of Russia to ratify Kyoto," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme.

Russia has held the casting vote since top polluter Washington pulled out, and President Vladimir Putin said in May that Moscow would move to ratify Kyoto after an agreement with the European Union on entry to the World Trade Organisation.

But official documents obtained by Reuters last week showed Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov and several key ministries doubted the scientific basis of the pact.

The documents also said the Kyoto pact was unlikely to bring in significant earnings or new investment.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, whose ministry was among those mentioned in the documents, said, however, that Russia still intended to approve the Kyoto pact.

Toepfer also told Reuters awareness about global warming was growing in the U.S., despite President George W. Bush's long-held view that there is no scientific proof human use of fossil fuels is one of its underlying causes.

"You can see a remarkable development in the position in the United States too. So that the overall feeling, that the Kyoto protocol is far from being a dead body, is underlined," Toepfer said, speaking late on Monday at a global forum on cities.

Toepfer said the energy demands of developing countries, as their populations climbed out of poverty, would boost the development of renewable energy sources.

"I am very sure that the development need for more energy is stimulating a broader framework of sources of energy with less intensive carbon content," he said. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

The Return of the Ozone Layer

Julio Godoy* 


PARIS, Sep 14 (Tierramérica) - The ozone layer of the Earth's atmosphere, assailed for decades by chemical products used in industry and agriculture, could begin to regenerate itself in the years ahead, predicts Rajendra Shende, director of the United Nations Environment Programme's Energy and Ozone Action Unit. 

In a conversation with Tierramérica, Shende said observations by scientists from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and NASA, the U.S. space agency, indicate that the ozone hole -- an area of thinning in the atmosphere -- has achieved its maximum size and will begin to shrink in the decades to come. 

For more than 30 years, meteorologists from these and other organisations have been observing and quantifying the concentration of ozone-depleting substances in the atmosphere. 

''Today it is possible to establish that the rate of increase of the concentration of those chemicals has begun to diminish,'' thanks to the implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Ozone-Depleting Substances, signed in 1989, said Shende. 

WMO records from early September suggest that the loss of ozone above the Earth's poles has been on the decline for five years. 

The famous ozone hole, the area of thinning over Antarctica, measured around 12.5 million square km on Sep. 1, half the size estimated in September 2000. This annual phenomenon reaches its peak in September or October. 

However, that variance is due in part to climatic factors. ''In colder years, the same amount of ozone-depleting compounds can destroy more ozone in comparison to warmer years,'' explained Daniel Albritton, director of the aeronomy laboratory of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Shende stressed that the regeneration of the ozone layer would take at least 50 to 60 years. 

''If we continue to eliminate emissions (of ozone-depleting chemicals), our great-grandchildren might be able to sunbathe on the beaches of Argentina, Norway and Australia without the fears that our children face today,'' he said. 

Maintaining the current trend towards regeneration depends on the continued application of the Montreal Protocol, and the absence of natural phenomena that also deplete the ozone layer, such as major volcanic eruptions, added the expert. 

Ozone, a very unstable molecule made up of three oxygen atoms, constitutes a layer in the atmosphere -- at 15 to 50 km above the Earth's surface -- that filters out much of the Sun's ultraviolet rays. Excessive exposure to UV radiation causes skin cancer, eye cataracts and even blindness, as well as the destruction of plant life. 

Some 90 chemical products used in farming and industry, particularly for refrigeration, air conditioning and fire-fighting equipment, destroy ozone molecules when they reach the stratosphere, especially near the Earth's poles. 

Among these substances are CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons), halons, carbon tetrachloride, hydrobromofluorocarbons, methyl bromide and bromochloromethane. 

When they arrive in the upper reaches of the atmosphere, catalytic chemical reactions occur that break down ozone. 

Scientists first identified these reactions 40 years ago over Antarctica, and they have also been found to occur over the North Pole. 

In 1989, after long and difficult negotiations, representatives from 29 countries plus the European Economic Community signed the Protocol, in the Canadian city of Montreal. 

The signatories represented 82 percent of total global consumption of ozone-depleting chemicals. 

To date, 184 countries have ratified the Protocol, which seeks the elimination of substances that destroy the ozone layer as its final objective, but is based upon a flexible methodology. 

For example, the Protocol has led to the halt of production and use of CFCs in refrigerators and air conditioners in industrialised countries, but these substances continue to be used for those purposes in the developing world. 

The treaty sets the goal of complete elimination of the pesticide methyl bromide in the industrialised world by January 2005, but extends the deadline to 2007 for developing countries to phase out production and use of this chemical. 

If an industrialised country that has signed the Protocol proves that it faces insurmountable difficulties in eliminating the pesticide before January, the treaty allows for an extension of up to one year, with a ''transitive'' clause, meaning that if one country is granted a later deadline, other nations will benefit from the same. 

In July, the United States requested that such extensions be granted for several years. The proposal will be up for debate during the 16th Meeting of Parties to the Montreal Protocol, to take place in Prague, Nov. 17-26. 

(* Julio Godoy is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Sep. 11 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________Scotsman.com

Blair Warns of Potential Environmental Catastrophe 

By John Deane, Chief Political Correspondent, PA News 
Prime Minister Tony Blair will today warn that climate change has the potential to unleash a global human and economic catastrophe if left unchecked.

In a major speech on the environment, Mr. Blair will warn of forecasts that sea levels could rise by another 88 centimetres by the end of this century – threatening 100 million people around the planet now living below that projected level.

Mr. Blair will speak of the need for a “green industrial revolution”.

And he will say that he wants to use next year’s British presidency of the G8 club of major industrialised countries to build a scientific and policy consensus for vigorous action at a global level to check climate change.

The Prime Minister will also focus on the environmental impact of the expanding airline sector, saying that he wants to use the UK’s presidency of the European Union next year to press for the aviation industry to be brought within the EU’s emissions trading scheme.

Mr. Blair will tell an audience in London that the world cannot afford to ignore the evidence provided by melting glaciers, declining sea ice and snow cover and increasingly frequent extreme weather events.

He will note that the UN now estimates that last year’s European heatwave caused up to 30,000 premature deaths. And this summer has seen violent weather extremes in parts of the UK.

“We cannot afford to ignore the warnings,” Mr. Blair will say.

He will add: “We have to do more, as I share the Chief Scientist’s (Sir David King) view that unchecked climate change has the potential to be catastrophic in both human and economic terms.”

Mr. Blair will say that his ambition for Britain’s G8 Presidency is to “build a scientific and policy consensus among governments around which vigorous global action can be taken.”

He will caution that there is little point in governments taking tough and unpopular decisions on a whole range of issues if they ignore the compelling scientific evidence that without action, future generations will have to contend with heatwaves, flooding and other problems that devastate huge areas.

“We cannot let the world of tomorrow pay the price for the pollution of today,” he will insist.

The scale of the challenge, Mr. Blair will acknowledge, is daunting. Carbon dioxide emissions must peak and begin to fall in the next 10 to 30 years in order to avoid the worst projections becoming a reality.

Yet by 2020 the world may need 40% more energy than it uses today, with much of the extra demand coming from developing countries.

On a more positive note, Mr. Blair will argue that the UK has a real opportunity to lead the world in developing renewable energies such as wave and tidal power, bio-energy and hydrogen fuel cells.

“We need a green industrial revolution for the 21st century that sustains growth but protects the environment,” Mr. Blair will say.

On the airline industry, Mr. Blair will note forecasts suggesting that by 2050, aviation could account for half of the UK’s carbon emissions.

Mr. Blair will also argue that the Kyoto Protocol, the international concordat under which the developed nations agreed to limit their greenhouse gas emissions relative to 1990 levels, should be regarded only as a first step in combating climate change.

The US has yet to sign up to Kyoto, and Mr. Blair’s words on building a global consensus for vigorous action is likely to be interpreted by many as an appeal to US President George Bush to take climate change more seriously.

Yesterday, Conservative leader Michael Howard criticised the Labour Government’s record on climate change, saying that under Mr. Blair the country’s outpouring of carbon dioxide – the chief greenhouse gas – had actually gone up.

Mr. Howard, a former environment secretary, said it was because of Conservative policies such as the “dash for gas” in the late 1980s and 1990s, that Britain was one of the few countries likely to meet its Kyoto targets.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

'Sustainable relief' is needed 
	By Ben Sutherland 
BBC News Online in Barcelona 


Governments in areas prone to natural disasters such as flooding, landslides and drought have been urged to turn the aftermath of catastrophic events into greatly improved living conditions for the people affected. 
Alfonso Calzadilla, of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent, told the World Urban Forum in Barcelona that the new city of Ciudad Espana in Honduras - built after Hurricane Mitch swept through Central America in 1998 - was the best example of a "disaster reduction initiative". 

	
	HAVE YOUR SAY 

Urban planners should think of an urban setting which is self sustaining and environmentally friendly. 
Eric, Limassol, Cyprus 



He said that the 14,000 Honduran families who had lost their homes had rebuilt their own houses with an awareness of the potential for future problems - which meant they had a much improved capacity for dealing with disaster. 

The city was "increasing group identity and citizen awareness", Mr Calzadilla said. "This is a living project," he added. 

	
	Without commitment from the governments, it will be very difficult to get a sustainable solution 
Helena Molin Valdes, UN International Strategy for Disaster Resolution 


Mr Calzadilla contrasted Cuidad Espana with a study of the population of Papua New Guinea's Manam Island - home to a potentially devastating active volcano - which found that only 11% of islanders knew the risks of residency there. 

Further, only 6% knew what to do about them; none at all knew what the government's evacuation plan entailed. 

From crisis to crisis 
He said that a "pro-poor approach" - putting those most likely to be affected by environmental hazards at the heart of decision-making - had massive potential to reduce the problems resulting from natural disasters. 

Mr Calzadilla's comments echoed those from many organisations at the Forum urging "sustainable relief". 

Kenneth Westgate, the regional adviser on Africa to the United Nations Development Programme, argued that it was important not simply to return things "back to normal" after a disaster, but actually to improve the situation of those affected. 

He highlighted the fact that the Kenyans currently suffering the effects of drought in the country had also done so two years ago. 

"What we've done is keep people alive in 2002 in order that they experience the relief operation in 2004," he said. 

"We must get rid of that normality." 

There were also calls for governments to plan for risks that do not exist yet - including the potential for disaster caused by climate change - as many more cities globally come under threat. 

While the death rate from natural disasters had fallen over the last 20 years, there has been a 17-fold increase in the economic cost. 

Allan Lavell, who studies disaster prevention in Latin America for the NGO La Red, said that some countries were already setting aside money for what was termed "adaptation" to the effects of climate change. 

Better communication 
The Central American state of El Salvador, he said, could potentially lose 25% of its land mass as a result of rising sea levels. 

"If that happens, many, many cities are going to be under a lot of water," he stated. 

"We cannot divorce global climate change from local everyday risk factors... climate change is a part of our present. It is part of our future and part of our past." 

He urged much greater co-ordination between urban planners and scientists and experts tracking the effects and potential consequences of climate change. 

"Risk management guys hardly ever talk to the climate change guys," he pointed out. 

Meanwhile Helena Molin Valdes, from the UN International Strategy for Disaster Resolution, said the comparatively low death toll caused by Hurricane Ivan in the Caribbean so far showed that "we are doing at least a few things right." 

"We are doing better," she added. 

But she stressed the importance of persuading governments to take sustainable relief seriously. 

"Without commitment from the governments, it will be very difficult to get a sustainable solution," she said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  ENS

Storm Weary Florida Braces for Hurricane Ivan 
MIAMI, Florida, September 14, 2004 (ENS) - Packing maximum sustained winds of 160 miles per hour with higher gusts, Hurricane Ivan has entered the Gulf of Mexico and is moving towards Florida and Louisiana, including New Orleans. One of the strongest hurricanes to ever hit the region, Ivan has killed at least 68 people across the Caribbean in the past seven days and now threatens millions more. 

The National Weather Service Hurricane Center in Miami classifies Ivan as an extremely dangerous Category 5 storm, the most powerful category on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale. 

About 1.3 million Cubans were evacuated ahead of Ivan, which slammed the lightly populated western tip of the island nation on Monday. Cuban President Fidel Castro and president of the Provincial Defense Council Maria del Carmen Concepcion Gonzalez visited the westernmost town of Sandino to meet with storm-battered residents. 
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The eye of Hurricane Ivan, framed by solar array panels on the International Space Station. (Photo by Astronaut Edward Mike Fincke courtesy NASA)
On the coasts, a Cuban weather expert said that the Punta del Este weather radar showed formidable waves up to 20 feet high were causing coastal flooding in the area south of the Canarreos islands, east of the Isle of Youth. 

On Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula, thousands of residents and tourists in Cancun were evacuated as Ivan's fierce winds and heavy rains whipped up the sea and pounded the coast. Some 12,000 tourists and residents were evacuated from Isla Mujeres, a resort island eight miles from Cancun. Airports across the region were closed. 

A hurricane warning is still in effect for the Yucatan Peninsula, but will likely be discontinued later today as the hurricane moves away to the northwest. 

A hurricane watch is in effect for the northern Gulf of Mexico coast from Morgan City, Louisiana east to St. Marks, Florida, and a tropical storm watch is in effect for the Florida Keys. 

At five o'clock this morning, the Hurricane Center said a reconnaissance plane located the eye of Ivan 575 miles south-southeast of the U.S. coast, moving about nine miles per hour. Hurricane force winds extend outward from the eye up to 100 miles. 

Ivan could spread tropical storm force winds, heavy rainfall, and possible tornadoes onshore into the Florida panhandle on Wednesday, well in advance of Ivan's eye, which is expected to make landfall Wednesday night. 

Florida is facing its third hurricane within a month with the help of disaster response workers from 25 states, working with Florida's emergency team to enhance ongoing relief efforts and prepare people for Ivan. 

Weary Floridians are scrambling to prepare to evacuate again. Many homes and businesses are still boarded up after Hurricane Charley in mid-August and Frances at the beginning of September struck the state, leaving more than 50 dead and thousands of homes and lives in ruins. 
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Carol Bartlett of Punta Gorda shows a Red Cross worker the extensive damage to her family’s home from Hurricanes Charley and Frances. (Photo courtesy American Red Cross)
Almost 16,000 American Red Cross volunteers are on the job, providing hot meals, water, shelter, cleaning supplies and emotional and financial support to hurricane victims. 

“We are going to keep delivering services as long as possible before Ivan arrives,” said Shelley Szafraniec, a Red Cross worker with Florida’s Coast to Coast chapter. “We are stocking our mobile feeding trucks with heater meals and ready to eat meals so we can continue to provide for families in need no matter what the next storm brings.” 

Widespread flooding continues across portions of northeast Florida. Outer rain bands from Hurricane Ivan may begin to impact northeast Florida by Tuesday afternoon, and these locally heavy rains will aggravate existing flooding conditions. 

Flood warnings have been extended through 3 pm on Tuesday afternoon for Union, Suwannee, Columbia, and Gilchrist counties. 

In west central Florida, record flooding continues along the Peace River near Bartow and along the Cypress Creek at Worthington Gardens. Major flooding is ongoing along the Peace River near Arcadia. Major flooding is forecast along the St. John's river near Sanford by midweek, with potential damages towards the weekend. 

Oil and natural gas companies Monday evacuated hundreds of workers from their rigs in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico. 

The state capital Tallahassee situated on the Florida Panhandle is preparing for the storm. The city’s Emergency Management Team could be activated as early as tonight or Wednesday morning, depending on the hurricane’s path. Emergency Management officials are monitoring the storm closely. 
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This map from the National Hurricane Center shows the probability that Ivan will pass within 75 miles during the next 72 hours. Yellow equals a 10 to 19 percent chance; green, a 20 to 49 percent chance; orange a 50 to 99 percent chance; and red indicates where the storm was at 1 o'clock this morning. (Map courtesy National Weather Service)
“We want to remind residents that, although we’ve been spared lately, this storm could still be a serious threat to our area,” said Michelle Bono, director of communications. “The city is doing everything it can to prepare for this storm, and we hope our citizens will remain alert and prepared as well.” 

Monday the city’s Gas Utility fielded calls from residents frightened by a national news service’s recommendation to turn off gas service in anticipation of the storm. 

“We don’t recommend that people turn off their gas,” said Sam Davis, general manager of the Gas Utility. “Most of our gas lines are underground and unlikely to be affected by the storm. If a tree fell on a resident’s gas meter and gas began to leak, the resident should call 891-4YOU and report it. A gas leak is considered an emergency, and we will respond immediately.” 

Tallahassee was battered by both Hurricane Charley and Hurricane Frances, so residents are bearing a heavy financial burden that the state can do little about without changes to state law, says Florida's Chief Financial Officer Tom Gallagher. 

There is growing concern among storm victims facing the potential of being hit with two insurance deductibles from the recent back-to-back storms. Now they are worried that Hurricane Ivan could strike them a third blow. 

"I am deeply troubled that a second deductible will increase the financial burden for many who are trying to rebuild," Gallagher said. "I believe it is fundamentally unfair for consumers to pay multiple deductibles during a hurricane season. 

"I also believe that consumers deserve to have a choice in the amount of deductible they will pay, whether it is $500, two percent or higher," he said. "State law should not prevent consumers from choosing a deductible that best fits their financial circumstances." 

"Currently, state regulators’ hands are tied because a Florida law passed in 1996 permits insurance companies to charge a two to five percent deductible, depending on the value of a policyholder’s home," said Gallagher. "We need to look for options from the Florida Legislature that will help relieve this financial burden and speed up the process of rebuilding." 

Governor Jeb Bush is considering the need for a special session of the legislature to address these issues. Meanwhile, Gallagher is encouraging consumers facing two deductibles to call the Department of Financial Services at 1-800-22-STORM to work with state officials to lighten the additional financial burden. 

Hurricane Frances tore about 820 panels off the Kennedy Space Center's Vehicle Assembly Building. (Photo courtesy NASA)
On Monday, NASA's Kennedy Space Center was reopened to all 14,000 employees. The center had been closed for normal business since September 2 because of damage caused by Hurricane Frances. 

About 1,500 damage assessment and support personnel have spent the past week working to get in working order after more than 800 tiles were torn from the front of the Vehicle Assembly Center building, roofs were ripped off and workrooms left open to the elements. 

About 650 employees will have to report to alternative worksites, because their damaged buildings require extensive repairs. Most employees will have operational facilities that have power, air conditioning, voice and data communications when they return to work. 

Workers are preparing the center for Hurricane Ivan this week. The center is expected to feel some limited effects of Ivan tonight or Wednesday morning. The Stennis Space Center in Mississippi is also keeping an eye on the storm as it enters the Gulf of Mexico.
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UN or UNEP in the news

UN puts Iraqi environment conservation on agenda
Xinhua – China, NAIROBI, Sept. 14 (Xinhuanet) -- A decade of instability and conflict leaves an environmentally devastated Iraq, but the international community is moving to clean it up, as the United Nations announced Tuesday in Kenya's Nairobi it is to investigate polluted sites in Iraq, with possible remedial methods to follow. 
Under the 4.7 million project approved by UN Iraq Trust Fund, scientists will share samples with the United Nations Environment Program's (UNEP) Post Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) in Geneva so that testing can be carried out both in Iraq and in European laboratories. The project is to center on sites of direct influence on the health and everyday life of average Iraqis, such as refineries, seed storage and recycling sites.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-09/15/content_1983087.htm 

UN To Help Iraq Clean Up Pollution Threats
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand, Wednesday, 15 September 2004 - UN To Help Iraq Clean Up Pollution Threats To Human Health And Wildlife
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0409/S00188.htm 

U.N. to survey Iraq environment hot spots   
Big News Network.com, Australia, Wednesday 15th September, 2004  
http://feeds.bignewsnetwork.com/?sid=f0755b923f15469d 

Iraqi scientists to wage war on pollution
Hindustan Times, India, September 14, 2004 (Matthew Green (Reuters)
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_1005708,00040003.htm 
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	The Return of the Ozone Layer

	



By Julio Godoy*
The Montreal Protocol on ozone-depleting substances is making verifiable progress. Future generations may be able to enjoy fun in the sun with fewer threats to their health, predict some experts.
PARIS - The ozone layer of the Earth's atmosphere, assailed for decades by chemical products used in industry and agriculture, could begin to regenerate itself in the years ahead, predicts Rajendra Shende, director of the United Nations Environment Program's Energy and Ozone Action Unit. 

In a conversation with Tierramérica, Shende said observations by scientists from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and NASA, the U.S. space agency, indicate that the ozone hole -- an area of thinning in the atmosphere -- has achieved its maximum size and will begin to shrink in the decades to come. 

For more than 30 years, meteorologists from these and other organizations have been observing and quantifying the concentration of ozone-depleting substances in the atmosphere. 

''Today it is possible to establish that the rate of increase of the concentration of those chemicals has begun to diminish,'' thanks to the implementation of the Montreal Protocol, signed in 1989, said Shende. 

WMO records from early September suggest that the loss of ozone above the Earth's poles has been on the decline for five years. 

The famous ozone hole, the area of thinning over Antarctica, measured around 12.5 million square km on Sep. 1, half the size estimated in September 2000. This annual phenomenon reaches its peak in September or October. 

However, that variance is due in part to climatic factors. ''In colder years, the same amount of ozone-depleting compounds can destroy more ozone in comparison to warmer years,'' explained Daniel Albritton, director of the aeronomy laboratory of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Shende stressed that the regeneration of the ozone layer would take at least 50 to 60 years. 

''If we continue to eliminate emissions (of ozone-depleting chemicals), our great-grandchildren might be able to sunbathe on the beaches of Argentina, Norway and Australia without the fears that our children face today,'' he said. 

Maintaining the current trend towards regeneration depends on the continued application of the Montreal Protocol, and the absence of natural phenomena that also deplete the ozone layer, such as major volcanic eruptions, added the expert. 

Ozone, a very unstable molecule made up of three oxygen atoms, constitutes a layer in the atmosphere -- at 15 to 50 km above the Earth's surface -- that filters out much of the Sun's ultraviolet rays. Excessive exposure to UV radiation causes skin cancer, eye cataracts and even blindness, as well as the destruction of plant life. 

Some 90 chemical products used in farming and industry, particularly for refrigeration, air conditioning and fire-fighting equipment, destroy ozone molecules when they reach the stratosphere, especially near the Earth's poles. 

Among these substances are CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons), halons, carbon tetrachloride, hydrobromofluorocarbons, methyl bromide and bromochloromethane. 

When they arrive in the upper reaches of the atmosphere, catalytic chemical reactions occur that break down ozone. 

Scientists first identified these reactions 40 years ago over Antarctica, and they also occur over the North Pole. 

In 1989, after long and difficult negotiations, representatives from 29 countries plus the European Economic Community signed the Montreal Protocol, in the Canadian city of that name. 

The signatories represented 82 percent of total global consumption of ozone-depleting chemicals. 

To date, 184 countries have ratified the Protocol, which seeks the elimination of substances that destroy the ozone layer as its final objective, but is based upon a flexible methodology. 

For example, the Protocol has led to the halt of production and use of CFCs in refrigerators and air conditioners in industrialized countries, but these substances continue to be used for those purposes in the developing world. 

The treaty sets the goal of complete elimination of the pesticide methyl bromide in the industrialized world by January 2005, but extends the deadline to 2007 for developing countries to phase out production and use of this chemical. 

If an industrialized country that has signed the Protocol proves that it faces insurmountable difficulties in eliminating the pesticide before January, the treaty allows for an extension of up to one year, with a ''transitive'' clause, meaning that if one country is granted a later deadline, other nations will benefit from the same. 

In July, the United States requested that such extensions be granted for several years. The proposal will be up for debate during the 16th Meeting of Parties to the Montreal Protocol, to take place in Prague, Nov. 17-26. 

http://www.swissinfo.org/
PNUMA: Rusia está en senda para ratificar Kioto, señaló Toepfer

Es probable que Rusia ratifique el paralizado Protocolo de Kioto sobre el cambio climático a pesar de las dudas de algunos políticos importantes, según un alto directivo de la ONU especializado en medio ambiente.

Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), también declaró a Reuters que ha aumentado la voluntad de Estados Unidos de afrontar el problema del calentamiento mundial, y que es posible que este país, que se retiró del Protocolo en 2001, pueda reconsiderar ratificarlo.

"Me mantengo, no optimista, pero sí realista en que es del interés (político) y económico de Rusia el ratificar Kioto", afirmó Toepfer, añadiendo que creía que Moscú lo haría.

"También se puede observar una evolución muy notable en la posición de Estados Unidos. Así que el sentimiento general de que el Protocolo de Kioto está lejos de estar muerto, se ha reforzado", declaró este directivo el lunes durante un foro mundial de ciudades en la Ciudad Condal.

Documentos oficiales obtenidos por Reuters la semana pasada muestran que el primer ministro ruso, Mijail Fradkov, y varios ministros importantes dudan de la base científica del Protocolo. Estos documentos también afirman que es poco probable que pudiera traer ganancias significativas o nuevas inversiones.

El ministro de Asuntos Exteriores ruso, Sergei Lavrov, cuyo ministerio se encontraba entre los mencionados en los documentos, declaró, sin embargo, que Rusia todavía tiene la intención de aprobar el Protocolo de Kioto.

El acuerdo de 1997, cuyo objetivo es estabilizar los niveles de gases de invernadero en la atmósfera, solo puede entrar en vigor si es ratificado por países desarrollados que sean responsables del 55% de las emisiones.

Rusia tiene el voto decisivo desde que se retiró el principal contaminador, Estados Unidos, y en mayo el presidente ruso, Vladimir Putin, aseguró que Moscú daría pasos para ratificar Kioto después de un acuerdo con la Unión Europea sobre su ingreso en la Organización Mundial del Comercio.

ESPERANZAS ESTADOUNIDENSES
Topefer dijo que la campaña para las elecciones presidenciales de Estados Unidos en noviembre había aumentado su esperanza de que el país esté reconsiderando su posición hacia el cambio climático. El primer ministro británico, Tony Blair, también ha presionado a Washington para que cambie su postura.

Un informe de la administración Bush sorprendía recientemente a algunos ecologistas al afirmar que las temperaturas más elevadas que se registran en América del Norte desde 1950 eran debidas en parte a las actividades humanas, con lo que en apariencia contradecía la posición de la Casa Blanca de que no hay pruebas científicas claras sobre las causas del calentamiento mundial.

"No es que nadie esté esperando a otro Gobierno (...) simplemente que este (cambio climático) sería un factor de conjunto en esta campaña", dijo Toepfer.

"Las señales que vienen de Estados Unidos subrayan la necesidad urgente de hacer más para luchar contra él", añadió.

Preguntado acerca de si veía posible que América pudiera ratificar el Protocolo de Kioto si Bush obtiene un segundo mandato, Toepfer respondió: "Sí".

El director ejecutivo del PNUMA añadió también que las demandas de energía de los países en vías de desarrollo, mientras sus poblaciones salen de la pobreza, impulsarían el desarrollo de las energías renovables.

"Estoy convencido de que la necesidad de desarrollo para más energía está estimulando un marco más amplio de fuentes de energía con un contenido menos intensivo en carbono", afirmó.
http://www.sipaz.net/
Colombia: gran semana por el Ozono y la Implementación del Protocolo de Montreal
Bogotá estará totalmente ozonizada entre el 13 y el 21 de septiembre. La ciudad celebrará los primeros 10 años de la creación de la Unidad Técnica del Ozono en Colombia, que ha tenido a su cargo el cumplimiento del Protocolo de Montreal. Cine, debate, arte, música se integran a la agenda de esta semana. El acto central será el 16 de septiembre, Día Mundial de la Preservación de la Capa de Ozono por la firma 17 años atrás del Protocolo de Montreal sobre Sustancias que erosionan la Capa de Ozono, cuando se presentará el Plan Nacional de Eliminación de Sustancias Agotadoras de Ozono, proyecto del Ministerio del Medio Ambiente y Vivienda apoyado por el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo, PNUD, en Colombia y que será muy importante para avanzar en el logro de los compromisos que Colombia ha asumido frente al mundo.

La Unidad Técnica de Ozono (UTO) fue creada en 1994 a través de un proyecto del PNUD. Desde entonces se ha encargado de implementar el Protocolo de Montreal en Colombia, asesorando al Gobierno Nacional en las políticas para reducir el consumo de las sustancias agotadoras de la capa de ozono, así como identificar, formular y ejecutar proyectos de reconversión industrial.

En estos 10 años la UTO ha logrado la reconversión industrial del 100% de las empresas de refrigeración doméstica, así como de la mayor parte de las grandes empresas de fabricación de refrigeradores comerciales e industriales, además de la mayor empresa de fabricación de poliestireno, una de las sustancias que más dañan la capa de ozono. Estos logros le han permitido al país eliminar algo más del 50% de su línea base de consumo de Sustancias Agotadoras de Ozono (SAO), convirtiendo a Colombia en uno de los países con mejores resultados en la implementación del Protocolo de Montreal. Para más información, visitar la página web de la UTO: http://www.minambiente.gov.co/ozono/home.htm

Proteger la capa de ozono es proteger la vida: cine, diseño, cartel, caricatura, pintura, un diálogo entre el arte y la protección del ecosistema.

En el marco de la semana, la Oficina Regional para América Latina del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, el Observatorio Ecológico y Ambiental para América Latina, el Centro Nacional del Agua, el Jardín Botánico de Bogotá y el Hotel Tequendama realizarán la primera bienal de arte y medio ambiente, “PROTEGER LA CAPA DE OZONO ES PROTEGER LA VIDA”, con el apoyo de la Unidad Técnica de Ozono en Colombia.

El evento se inaugurará a las 9:30 a.m. del 14 de septiembre en la Galería de Arte del hotel Tequendama. En el Museo Nacional y en algunas Universidades se proyectarán películas.

La muestra artística consta de lo siguiente:

-21 películas galardonadas por el Festival Internacional de Cine Ambiental de Goias, Brasil, que se ha convertido en uno de los más importantes en el ámbito mundial en su área. 

-40 posters de destacados artistas y diseñadores a escala mundial, bajo el nombre “Los derechos de la naturaleza”. 

-55 caricaturas que tocan los temas ambientales de destacados caricaturistas de Iberoamericanos y el caribe bajo el nombre “Cambiar el mundo dibujando”. 

- Conversatorios y foros. 

¿Cómo será la Semana? 
• Lanzamiento del Plan Nacional de Eliminación de SAO y el documento: “Diez años de implementación del protocolo de Montreal en Colombia”; 

• Lanzamiento del CD musical “Los ecológicos”, del grupo musical infantil ”Arco Iris”, del colegio Francisca Romana, producido con el apoyo temático de la UTO con la financiación del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente. 

• Difusión de las actividades del Ministerio del Medio Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial y de la Unidad Técnica de Ozono y la UTO, en diferentes foros y actividades, durante la semana del 13 al 21 de septiembre, que incluyen: Muestra de Arte y Medio Ambiente en el Hotel Tequendama; Foros en las Universidades Nacional y El Bosque; Muestra de cine ambiental; jornada cultural el sábado 18 de septiembre en la localidad de Tunjuelito (Biblioteca de El Tunal). 

_________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Bahrain

UNEP/ROWA organized a Sub regional Meeting on Compliance Requirements  towards Montreal Protocol for West Asia in Bahrain 14-15 September. 
IS THERE A HOLE IN BAHRAIN'S SKY?

THE Public Commission for The Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife is holding an open discussion titled Is There a Hole in Bahrain's Sky? 

The event is part of the commission's programme to mark the United Nations International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, marked on Thursday. Specialists from the commission and Bahrain University along with media personnel are expected to take part in the event.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=91733&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27179
Jordan

UN agency coordinating study of 'hot spots' in Iraq 

NAIROBI (AP) — Scientists will begin investigating environmental "hot spots" in Iraq as part of a long-term strategy to cleanup the country after ten years of war and instability, the UN Environment Programme said Tuesday. 

The UN agency has coordinated the training of Iraqi scientists in the latest laboratory and field testing techniques to collect information on suspected hazardous sites, officials said. The work will begin soon, a spokesman said. 

"We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels with a range of pollutants," said Klaus Toepfer, the agency's executive director. 

The agency also has been asked by the Iraqi government to investigate possible pollution by depleted uranium ordnance used to pierce tank armour during the 1991 Gulf War and the latest war. 

"We are considering this very, very clearly ... they are a very important threat," Toepfer said. 

The British government has given the agency detailed information on locations where it used 1.9 tonnes of depleted uranium in the south of Iraq, but the US government hasn't come forward with the same information despite requests from the United Nations. 

The Japanese government has funded much of the $4.7 million project, which will be coordinated by the Nairobi-based UN agency and implemented by the Iraqi ministry of environment. 

Samples — collected by Iraqi experts — will be evaluated by the UN Environment Programme's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit in Geneva. The unit has also worked in the Balkans, the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and Liberia. 

Pekka Haavisto, who heads the postconflict task force, said the pollution in Iraq had been caused both by conflict and by the country's isolation under Saddam. 

"This region has suffered several wars, and there hasn't been a proper cleanup after any of these wars. The isolation of Iraq during the times of Saddam contributed to the bad maintenance of industrial facilities. The picture is quite dark," he said. 

The project will concentrate on at least five sites, including the Al Mishaq Sulfur State Company, the Midland Refinery Stores, Al Suwaira Seed Stores, sites were oil pipelines have been sabotaged and scrap metal yards where destroyed military vehicles have been taken. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/news/news8.htm
UAE

Eco body orders closure of stone crushers in RAK

The RAK Environment Protection and Industrial Development Commission (EPIDC) has ordered the closure of two rock crushers after they were found not conforming to environment-friendly standards set by the governmental body. 

The two facilities, located at Wadi Asfeni, were found being operated without covering their production units in violation of the rules laid down by the EPIDC. 

The construction materials industry is considered to be the main economic activity in RAK and the emirate has 11 working crushers and 12 are under construction, besides four cement factories. 

"We had given all the crushers in the emirate the August 25 as an ultimatum to implement the new procedures in an attempt to reduce the particulates and gases emissions arising from them," EPIDC official, who requested anonymity, told Khaleej Times

Environmentalists as well as the public raise great concern about the impacts of the waste and refuse of the crushers and cement factories in RAK and the environmentally harmful effects on the emirate’s air quality.

"The new standards has helped reduce airborne pollution much below the international standards, the later state that particulates should not exceed 150 microgram in 48 hour," he added. “By implementing the new tough regulations, we are no-longer in problematic situation regarding conservation of environment as the case was few years ago and we are definitely much below the required air-quality level," he added. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september313.xml
Caviar traders told to follow guidelines

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has urged traders in endangered species and fauna, particularly importers of caviar, to follow the guidelines issued recently in conformity with the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) regulations. 

The ministry, in cooperation with the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) and the Federal Environment Agency, outlined procedures which allow traders to import and re-export caviar within and outside the UAE legally.

Under the guidelines, the ministry has specified that the import of caviar will be permitted only from Iran, Bulgaria, Romania, Russia and Azerbaijan.

The companies trading in caviar, currently only four out of 12 companies authorised to operate, will also be allowed to re-export the caviar to other countries.

However, the company trading in caviar must be registered with the ministry and should receive a valid CITES export permit issued by the appropriate CITES authority in the UAE, in addition to a copy of the CITES certificate issued by the company exporting caviar to the UAE. The validity of the certificates should not be less than two months.

The CITES guidelines following a law enforced in 2002 came into effect following a ban imposed in 2001 by the CITES Secretariat on caviar trade in the UAE on suspicions about the lawful origin of UAE caviar shipments and by reports stating illegal sales of caviar.

The UAE government has since made efforts drawing several preventive measures and initiatives to abide by the convention and succeeded in getting the ban lifted in 2002, becoming the first Gulf country to enforce the CITES law.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september311.xml

Yemen

Symposium addresses sea contamination

The Ecological Studies & Community Service Center of Taiz University will be holding a seminar in mid-September on sea contamination and its impact on marine life. 

An elite group of ecologists from different Yemeni and foreign universities will be present to highlight the dangers of pollution and present tips to mitigate the impact of the pollution and other human-induced activities which pose environmental threats on Yemeni shores. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1991.ht __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
‘Vicious cycle of violence’ undermining UN efforts to rebuild Iraq – top envoy

*
UN to help Iraq clean up pollution threats to human health and wildlife

*
General Assembly opens new session with call to action to solve world’s ills

*
Sudan: UN agencies and aid partners discuss how to speed up relief in Darfur

*
Security Council extends UN mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea another 6 months

*
Nigeria’s planned pullout of Bakassi Peninsula may be delayed, UN envoy says

*
Sierra Leone makes gradual progress towards consolidating peace – Annan

*
UN agencies step up help to countries hardest hit by Hurricane Ivan

*
Partisan political posturing is hurting Côte d’Ivoire, report to UN warns

*
UN conference to study why women in war-torn States suffer justice deficit

*
Population rises threaten development in poor nations, UN official warns

*
Sharp decline in discarded fish catches could be good or bad news – UN

*
Annan urges respect, and not narrow ‘tolerance,’ for different faiths and cultures

*
Using UN vaccines, Madagascar begins immunizing 7.6 million against measles

*
UN calls on Myanmar’s government to do more to raise its people out of poverty

*
New photo exhibit unveiled at UN features changes in Guatemala

* * * *

Iraq

14 September – Noting that the “vicious cycle of violence” was continuing even as he addressed the Security Council today, the top United Nations envoy for Iraq warned that lack of security was halting efforts to rebuild the country and undermining the world body’s efforts to assist in elections set for January.

“The tragic human dimension of the current situation in Iraq was brought home to all of us today, with almost 50 people losing their lives in yet another bombing,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq Ashraf Qazi said of the blast that tore through a crowded market near Baghdad police headquarters.

“It is a sign of the resurgence of the vicious cycle of violence that is halting the process of rebuilding the country. Improving the security situation is a collective responsibility that we all share.”

Delivering Mr. Annan’s latest report, Mr. Qazi noted the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) is committed to actively support Iraq’s Election Commission in administering and monitoring a fair and credible electoral process. But, he warned the Council, “the extent and scale of UNAMI activity in this regard will necessarily be determined by prevailing circumstances including the security environment.”

He stressed that for many Iraqis, UNAMI’s involvement with the political and electoral processes was a sine qua non for their credibility and effectiveness, but the current security environment was far from conducive to the deployment of UNAMI international staff to Iraq, except in minimal numbers.

“As Head of UNAMI and Designated Official for the security of the mission personnel, both national and international, security has to be my paramount if not exclusive concern and obligation,” he said. “It has to be the key operating principle.”

In his report Mr. Annan says international staff in Iraq are “operating at the outer limit of acceptable and prudent risk” and he warns that UN presence on the ground is limited because of insecurity until further notice. Most international staff were withdrawn last year after a terrorist bomb ripped though UN offices in Baghdad, killing Special Representative Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others.

“With the deployment of UNAMI to Baghdad, the Blue Flag is once more flying in Iraq albeit, necessarily, in the Green or International Zone. Iraqi expectations of UNAMI are high,” Mr. Qazi said, yet again stressing the security aspect.

“It is crucial that the necessary logistical and security arrangements for our operations be finalized as soon as possible,” he declared, noting that the UN was making every effort to support the efforts of the United States-led multinational force in this regard, as well as to generate UNAMI’s own internal security capacity.

“It is important, however, that the distinct entity of the multinational force mandated by this Council to provide security for our presence in Iraq should be identified or deployed immediately prior to the deployment of UNAMI guard units,” he added.

The continuing violence was also having an adverse effect on achieving inclusiveness in the political and electoral process, Mr. Qazi warned, noting that inducing significant political groups who chose not to attend last month’s National Conference to participate should be a matter of high priority for the Iraqi government.

“This will not be an easy undertaking as the recent violence in Najaf and Kufa and the current violence in Baghdad, Falluja, Ramadi, Samarra, Mosul, etc. amply demonstrate,” he said. “The transition process is fragile.”

But Mr. Qazi also expressed his confidence in the Iraqi people. “The people of Iraq desperately want peace and to be masters in their own country,” he declared. “They have the talent and the will to peaceably persevere on the path towards these objectives. They see an effective UN role as critical to the realization of their hopes.”

* * *

Iraq

14 September – In a long-term plan to clean up widespread pollution in Iraq after well over a decade of instability and conflict, the United Nations environmental agency today announced a pilot project to investigate ecological “hot spots” ranging from chemical spills and oil discharges to contaminated food seeds and sulphur fallout.

The project will focus on only five of an estimated 300 contaminated sites but UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer stressed its long-term impact in rebuilding the country after the ouster of Saddam Hussein’s regime and ridding it of threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment.

“Importantly, UNEP will be training Iraqi experts to carry out the tests in order to build the skills and technical-know how in the country,” he said. “This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental assessors.”

The project, coordinated by UNEP in close cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment, underlines the Iraqi Government’s commitment to put environmental issues in the centre of the reconstruction efforts, despite the continuing difficulties prevailing in the country, the agency said.

Iraqi scientists, trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, will share samples with UNEP’s Post Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) in Geneva so that testing can be carried out in both Iraq and independent and reputable laboratories in Europe.

The $4.7 million project, which has received generous support from the government of Japan, has pinpointed 10 priority sites from which five are likely to be chosen.

These include the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company, which needs an urgent assessment of the impact of sulphur fires on surrounding soils, vegetation and surface and groundwaters, and the Midland (Al-Doura) Refinery Stores where spills of more than 5,000 tons of chemicals, including tetra-ethyl lead, may have affected nearby soils and water sources.

Also included are the Al Suwaira Seed Store where 50 tons of seeds coated with methyl-mercury fungicide, stolen during the recent conflict, could contaminate food supplies such as bread; oil pipeline sites where recent attacks have led to discharges into the surrounding environment; and scrap metal plants where contaminants such as halons, asbestos and engine oils may have been released from stockpiles of damaged and destroyed military vehicles into nearby soils and water sources.

* * *

General Assembly

14 September – The United Nations General Assembly opened its 59th session in New York today with a clarion call from its new President for urgent and effective action as the world body approaches its 60th anniversary amid multiple threats and challenges ranging from wars and terrorism to disease and poverty.

“Confronting such a situation, the peoples of the world more than ever have their eyes turned towards the United Nations, the sole institution with a universal vocation where the concerns and aspirations of all humankind are expressed in all their diversity,” Foreign Minister Jean Ping of Gabon told the opening meeting.

“The multiplicity of zones of conflict and humanitarian crises, the proliferation of weapons, the recurrence of terrorist acts, the increase in poverty and other afflictions such as the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the degradation of the environment, the resurgence of trans-national crime, illicit drug trafficking, the violations of human rights as well as assaults on the rule of law and democracy are, each and every one, concerns for which we must urgently find answers,” he said.

Such topics will most likely be among those addressed during the annual gathering of world leaders for the Assembly’s general debate, which gets underway next Tuesday in New York.

Mr. Ping, who succeeds Julian R. Hunte of St. Lucia, President of the 58th session, highlighted the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and its impact on international peace and security, the “deeply troubling” situation in Iraq and Afghanistan, the crisis in the Darfur region of western Sudan and the recent massacre of Congolese refugees in Burundi.

He called for revamping coordination in the field between inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations, enhancing measures to prevent conflict and demobilize combatants, and above all boosting resources for post-conflict reconstruction.

“We must act quickly to find the best means to fight most effectively against terrorism,” he added. “Indeed, the scope and tragic brutality of the events that occurred in recent years, even here in New York and across the world, demand from us common action and unending vigilance.”

But he warned that the daily requirements of peace and security must not detract from other pressing questions such as development. “That is to say how necessary it is that we act simultaneously in both fields,” he declared.

He underscored the importance of fulfilling development pledges such as those contained in the UN Millennium Declaration aimed at halving extreme poverty and hunger, reducing infant and maternal mortality and boosting access to education and development, all by 2015, in order to slash disparities between and within nations.

“We have no other choice,” he said. “Our nations, our respective peoples expect much. We cannot remain deaf to this legitimate aspiration for a better world, these legitimate demands for respect for the rights of man, for the security or personas and particularly the most vulnerable.”

Mr. Ping recited a litany of needs crying out for a solution, from the famine and malnutrition that afflict marginalized populations to fair global trade to debt payment and development funding.

“It is thus fitting, and it can never be said too often, to reinforce the role and authority of the UN and endow it with all the resources necessary for accomplishing its multiple missions,” he declared.

* * *

Sudan

14 September – Senior officials at United Nations humanitarian agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) met this morning to discuss how to accelerate their relief efforts in the wake of a World Health Organization (WHO) report showing that hundreds of people are dying every day in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region.

The meeting, which was convened by Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland, agreed to expand the humanitarian capacity on the ground in Darfur, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters at the daily briefing in New York.

More than 500 international staff are currently in place in Darfur, and participants at today’s meeting agreed there needs to be at least 1,000 staff operating in the vast, impoverished region in Sudan’s west.

WHO released a survey yesterday that indicated that more than 200 displaced people are dying every day in North and West Darfur from diseases caused by crowded, unhygienic conditions in the dozens of makeshift camps there – diarrhoea was the biggest killer – or from violent attacks.

Mr. Eckhard said today’s meeting identified improving water, sanitation and public health services as priorities, as well as better managing the camps for displaced persons.

More than 1.2 million people have been uprooted from their homes because of brutal and deadly attacks by militias allied to the Sudanese Government, which is fighting an armed conflict with two rebel groups in Darfur. Another 200,000 refugees have fled to neighbouring Chad.

Meanwhile, the United States, which is sponsoring a draft Security Council resolution on the Darfur crisis, scheduled another meeting of experts this afternoon to discuss the latest version of the text.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

14 September – With the stalemate in the peace process between Ethiopia and Eritrea ongoing, the Security Council today extended for another six months the United Nations peacekeeping operation overseeing the ceasefire between the Horn of Africa neighbours.

The Council unanimously adopted a resolution extending the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) until 15 March 2005, and approved adjustments to the operation as recommended last week by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in a report. Those modifications include the replacement of the Slovak military demining contingent with a modest commercial capacity, as well as a timetable for reducing the number of troops participating in the buffer force.

While taking note of some positive developments between the two countries, who signed a cessation of hostilities agreement in June 2000 after a two-year border war, the Council stressed again the responsibility of both sides for the implementation of the Algiers Agreement and the decision of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission. It called on both parties “to show political leadership to achieve a full normalization of their relationship, including through the adoption of further confidence building measures.”

Separately, the Council urged Ethiopia to show the political will to reaffirm unequivocally its acceptance of the Boundary Commission’s decision, and take the necessary steps to enable the Commission to demarcate the border without further delay.

On Eritrea, the Council called for it to enter into dialogue and cooperation with the Secretary General’s Special Envoy for Ethiopia and Eritrea, Lloyd Axworthy, and gave full backing to his efforts to facilitate the implementation of the Algiers Agreements, the decision of the Boundary Commission and normalization of diplomatic relations between the two countries through his good offices.

* * *

Nigeria/Cameroon

14 September – Nigeria’s planned withdrawal Wednesday from the resource-rich Bakassi Peninsula, part of its disputed border with Cameroon, may be put on hold because of “unexpected technical difficulties,” the United Nations chief envoy for West Africa has announced.

Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa and Chairman of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, said yesterday that after extensive talks with Nigerian authorities, in addition to the head of Nigeria’s delegation to the Commission, Prince Bola Ajibola, he remained confident “progress is close at hand.”
He stressed that Cameroon’s sovereignty in that area was not disputed, but “the planned operation may be delayed due to unexpected technical difficulties.”

At the same time, Mr. Ould-Abdallah said, the Mixed Commission is carrying out its other activities to follow up on the implementation of the 2002 ruling by the International Court of Justice on the border between Nigeria and Cameroon in a satisfactory manner.

He added that the demarcation process is progressing well, and that the two nations have submitted their view on how to proceed with a maritime boundary.

* * *

Sierra Leone

14 September – Sierra Leone continues to make gradual progress towards consolidating peace after nearly a decade of vicious civil wars and military coups but much remains to be done to achieve long-term stability, particularly with regard to security, according to the latest United Nations report on its peacekeeping mission in the West African country.

The progress has allowed the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) to continue reducing its forces, which at its start in 1999 had an authorized maximum strength of 17,500 military personnel but now stands at some 9,000, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in the report, calling for a nine-month extension of the Mission, until 30 June 2005.

As planned, by the end of December its military component will be cut to fewer than 5,000 troops, with further reductions bringing it to 3,250 by the end of February and its total drawdown slated for completion by the end of 2005. The military reduction will be accompanied by similar cutbacks in UNAMSIL’s civilian staff.

“With the support of UNAMSIL and development partners, the Government of Sierra Leone has made significant progress towards accomplishing a number of benchmarks for the withdrawal of UNAMSIL,” Mr. Annan says.

He notes that revenue from diamond exports has significantly increased thanks to an improvement in government monitoring and control of mining activities, the disarmament and reintegration of former combatants has been successfully completed, and state authority is being consolidated, “albeit not without difficultly.”

Among continuing problems, he highlights the serious logistic, communications, accommodation and transport shortfalls still confronting the Sierra Leone army (RSLAF).

“In light of these concerns, the attainment by RSLAF of the requisite capacity to assume effective responsibility for ensuring the security of the country against external threats will remain a key benchmark in reviewing the tasks of the residual UNAMSIL presence,” Mr. Annan reports.

Youth unemployment, inadequate private sector growth, spiralling prices of essential commodities and very slow progress in improving living standards remain “areas of serious concern,” he adds. Sustaining a high growth in gross domestic product (GDP) is also likely to be more challenging as assistance is scaled back by donor countries.

But he notes that the Government has made significant strides in enhancing good governance through decentralization. The human rights situation has also gradually improved, although the entire justice system needs urgent reform to tackle the shortage of judges and persistent delays in criminal investigations.

* * *

Hurricane Ivan

14 September – United Nations agencies are increasing their assistance to the Caribbean countries worst affected by Hurricane Ivan, which has killed dozens of people and left thousands homeless as it crosses the region.

Three members of a UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team have arrived in Grenada, the most devastated country, to help national authorities organize their response, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said in a statement. More staff are expected to arrive later today.

A preliminary assessment by the UNDAC team indicates that 90 per cent of Grenada’s population of about 90,000 people have been affected, either from losing their home or their livelihood as a result of the storm’s destructive powers.

Thousands of people are homeless or living in temporary shelters, while hospitals are damaged, telephone lines are down and power supplies have been interrupted. But water supply services are gradually returning and cellular phones are working in some areas.

In Jamaica, where there is a shortage of potable water and electricity, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is sending more disaster-response staff to help run 24-hour centres that will coordinate the work of Jamaican authorities and aid agencies. One centre has been set up at Kingston airport and another will be established at the international airport at Montego Bay.

In Cuba, the most recent country to bear the brunt of Hurricane Ivan, some 1.3 million people were evacuated from their homes in anticipation of the arrival of the tropical storm.

The head of the Geneva-based UN body that focuses on disaster reduction praised Cuba’s hurricane risk management as a model for other developing countries.

Salvano Briceno, Director of the International Secretariat for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), said Cubans are constantly educated in their schools, universities and workplaces about how to prepare for hurricanes and how to cope if they strike.

Television and radio stations are used to send information to the public and all institutions are mobilized 48 hours in advance of the expected arrival of a serious storm.

Mr. Briceno said there is also strong political will in Cuba to minimize the impact of hurricanes on the local population – something that is missing in some other nations.

“Leaders of countries around the world have at their disposal the knowledge needed to reduce risk and vulnerability to hazards. Even poor countries are not entirely without options to mitigate or prevent the consequences of hazards,” he said.

Hurricane Ivan is now heading north across the Gulf of Mexico, with the southern United States and parts of eastern Mexico next at risk.

The most senior UN official for the world’s small islands said today he was shocked at the trail of destruction and misery which Hurricane Ivan has already caused.

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, said “it shows again the extreme vulnerability of small island States and the urgent and immediate need for the international community to come to their assistance now and in the future.”

More than 20 of the 50-odd small island developing States around the world have been severely affected by hurricanes, typhoons or major floods over the past two years – including some more than once during this period.

In January this year, the infrastructure on the Pacific island of Niue was destroyed by Cyclone Heta and several other islands and atolls suffered severe damage.

Strategies for preparing for natural disasters such as Hurricane Ivan and for mitigating their impact will be discussed next January in Mauritius at the International Meeting for the 10-Year Review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Small Island Developing States. Negotiations for that meeting will take place next month at UN Headquarters in New York.

* * *
Côte d’Ivoire

14 September – Prominent political figures in Côte d’Ivoire continue to posture for partisan gains for themselves in the current peace process, the monitoring group overseeing the country’s troubled path towards peace and unity says in a report to the United Nations Security Council.

The tripartite monitoring group – comprising representatives from the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), the African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) – says the political atmosphere is suffering as a result.

“This posture could lead to a revival of political vindications and animosities which could erode the full and unconditional commitment to the Accra III Agreement,” the report states.

In late July the parties in Côte d’Ivoire signed the Accra III Agreement, which binds the Government to the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, which itself ended fighting in the West African country and created a government of national reconciliation. The Accra III deal focused on those parts of the 2003 pact that were still disputed.

The report says there are already “divergent interpretations” of the meaning of the Accra III Agreement, adding that the National Assembly is also running the risk of becoming gridlocked over the introduction of contentious legislation.

But it finds a “silver lining” in the willingness of the different armed forces in the country to end their belligerency towards each other and uphold the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme slated to start next month.

The report calls on Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the chairpersons of ECOWAS and AU to put pressure on Côte d’Ivoire’s major political figures to place “national interest above partisan advantage.”

Citing President Laurent Gbagbo, leader of the Ivorian Popular Front (FPI), and opposition leaders Henri Konan Bedié of the Democratic Party of Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), Alassane Ouattara of Rally of the Republicans (RDR) and Guillaume Soro of Forces Nouvelles, the report urges these figures “to stay on the course of the road map to peace and national reconciliation.”

Peacekeeping forces from UNOCI currently divide Côte d’Ivoire between the Government-controlled south and the opposition-dominated north. Elections are scheduled for October next year.

* * *

Women

14 September – Women living in war-torn countries suffer from a “gender deficit” when it comes to justice, exposed to more sexual violence and lacking the same protections as men, a senior United Nations official said today on the eve of a conference in New York about justice for women in post-conflict nations.

Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), told reporters today at UN Headquarters in New York, that women who work in the justice field in 12 war-affected areas will take part in the three-day conference starting tomorrow.

Participants will come from Afghanistan, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Haiti, Iraq, Kosovo, Liberia, Namibia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, South Africa and Timor-Leste.

Ms. Heyzer said the conference is designed to spotlight those schemes or policies that have been successful at strengthening women’s rights to greater justice, and to encourage those schemes to be adopted in other war-affected countries or regions.

“There is a justice deficit for women in countries that have been in conflict and coming out of conflict – in terms of the protection, in terms of the violations, in terms of the sexual violence that has been used on women,” she said.

“But at the same time there is a tremendous opportunity when countries that are coming out of conflict to strengthen gender justice in the context of the rule of law.”

The conference has been organized by UNIFEM and the International Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC), which is based in Stockholm.

* * *

Least Developed States

14 September – With almost 90 per cent of the global population expected to live in developing nations by the middle of this century, straining those countries’ already limited resources, policy-makers must pay more attention to protecting sustainable development and preventing environmental degradation, a senior United Nations official said this week.

Anwarul K. Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, told a meeting yesterday in Tokyo on cooperation between developing nations that rapidly increasing populations are shrinking the area of available cropland per person to the stage “where countries can no longer produce enough to feed themselves.”

The combined population of the 50 countries classified as the least developed in the world is forecast to jump to 1.8 billion in 2050 from 658 million in 2000, he told the High Level Policy-Makers Symposium on South to South Collaboration.

Mr. Chowdhury said many of the world’s poorest countries are particularly at risk because they depend on agricultural industries, which require large amounts of fertile land to succeed, for much of their national income.

These nations are also so impoverished that they struggle to absorb rapid increases in population without harming their citizens’ quality of life.

Mr. Chowdhury said world leaders need to place population and environment at the centre of their sustainable development policies and programmes.

He added that “a world that spends almost a trillion dollars a year on the military” can afford to do much more to fund programmes that can sustain economic and human development in poor countries.

In a separate speech to the symposium’s session examining the progress made since the 1994 UN International Conference on Population and Development was held in Cairo, Mr. Chowdhury said many affluent nations have failed to meet the commitments they made 10 years ago.

But he said developing countries have still achieved a lot of progress since Cairo, especially those States that have given population issues and the empowerment of women high priority in determining their economic and social policy.

* * *

Fishing

14 September – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today reported a 60 per cent decrease over the past decade in the amount of fish being thrown back into the sea and wasted, but it is not sure whether this is good news or bad news.

It could either indicate the success of efforts to reduce incidental by-catch through improved techniques to avoid hauling in unwanted species in the first place, or it could mask greater consumption of what was previously regarded as “trash fish” and a decline in the stocks of conventional fish. The jury, apparently, is still out.

“Is the decline in discard levels good news or bad news? Perhaps a bit of both,” FAO’s Fisheries Department said in a statement reporting that an analysis of global data for the last decade shows that on average 7.3 million tons of fish are being thrown back to sea unused each year – a decrease of about 12 million tons from earlier years.

A number of factors underline the shift. “In some fisheries, countries have implemented measures that aim at reducing incidental by-catch. These include initiatives that improve fishing selectivity to limit catches to only desired species as well as the increased use of by-catch excluder devices or anti-discard regulations,” FAO said.

The agency also noted that fish that in the past would have been thrown away as “trash fish” are today increasingly being kept on-board and used. “What is difficult is to know just how much of the approximately 12 million tons no longer being discarded is due to greater selectivity, versus how much of it comes from the fact that processing has improved and a larger proportion of catches are being effectively used,” it added. “Or do we simply now have much better data on selectivity and discards than before?”

With fewer fish being wasted and being used instead, one could expect the overall level of fish landings to have increased – but this hasn’t happened. In general, global fish landings have been stable in recent years, FAO figures show. “The fact that we are seeing less waste is good news. But is this good news about discards masking some bad news too?” it asked.

“Has increased use of previously discarded fish masked a decline in captures of conventional stocks? And how do natural fluctuations in fish abundance due to climatic conditions and natural lifecycles of fish populations play in? There are still a great many unknowns,” it added.

As the lead global agency collecting and studying world fisheries statistics, FAO will continue to analyse capture production to seek the answers. “But improved national monitoring of catches and more detailed reporting of catch composition and fish utilization is needed to get an accurate picture of the situation,” it said.

* * *

Secretary-General

14 September – If people of different faiths and cultures are to rebuild trust and confidence again after tensions caused by conflicts and acts of terrorism, then they must actively learn about and respect the beliefs and traditions of each other– and not just grudgingly accept them, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

Mr. Annan told the annual inter-faith service of commitment to the UN’s work, held at St. Bartholomew’s Church in New York and attended by representatives of more than 20 faiths, that tolerance is essential and should be defined broadly.

“Tolerance cannot just be a grudging forbearance of other people’s differences. Tolerance is not a synonym for ‘putting up with’ other people’s perceived peculiarities,” he said.

The Secretary-General stressed that suspicion and prejudice between cultures can only be overcome when there is “an active effort to learn more about each other, to understand the wellsprings of those differences, and to discover what is best in each other’s beliefs and traditions.”

Last night, at a separate service held at the Holy Family Church in New York, Mr. Annan offered his prayers for peace and for the UN to be as effective an instrument as it can be in the year ahead.

The Secretary-General listed the continuing turmoil in Iraq, the humanitarian and security crisis in Sudan’s Darfur region, acts of terrorism, the scourge of HIV/AIDS, armed conflict, human rights violations, disease and extreme poverty as some of the biggest challenges facing the world body.

* * *

Madagascar

14 September – Health teams have begun fanning out across Madagascar to protect 7.6 million children against the effects of measles, using vaccines dispatched by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to conduct the country’s largest ever immunization campaign.

Volunteers from all walks of life, from traditional chiefs to scout group members to army officers, will take part in the scheme to combat measles, a persistent killer of children in the impoverished African nation.

All children aged between nine months and 14 years will be vaccinated, with all children also receiving de-worming tablets and those aged below five given Vitamin A capsules.

More than 7,000 vaccinators and at least 15,000 community mobilizers have been recruited to carry out the immunization scheme, which will start in schools and crèches before moving on to health centres and eventually going door-to-door.

At a ceremony yesterday in the port city of Tamatave, UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Monique van de Ven, a famous film actress in the Netherlands, helped launch the 25-day vaccination scheme with Madagascar’s President Mark Ravalomanana.

In 2002 there were an estimated 350,000 measles cases across the country, where the risks of epidemic are high because two out of every five children are not completely immunized.

UNICEF Madagascar Representative Barbara Bentein said the agency had started preparing for the vaccination scheme six months ago.

“The way in which this campaign has succeeded in bringing together thousands of people, young and old, men and women, girls and boys, religious and traditional to join together in the largest mass mobilization effort ever is no less than extraordinary,” she said.

* * *

Myanmar

14 September – Concerned that Myanmar is not achieving the growth needed to improve the lives of all its citizens, the United Nations emergency feeding agency today called on the South Asian country’s government to step up its efforts toward social and economic reforms for the benefit of its desperately poor and needy people.

“Myanmar and its people have so much potential to achieve the solid economic growth that could lift millions out of poverty,” World Food Programme (WFP) Deputy Executive Director Sheila Sisulu said at the end of a four-day visit.

“We are trying to help some of the neediest, but the real underlying fact remains that the government has to pursue the reforms that are obvious and necessary,” she added.

Ms. Sisulu, who is on a tour of four Asian countries – Nepal, Myanmar, India and Bangladesh – stressed that Myanmar is one of Asia’s poorest countries but has tremendous human and natural resources. She said that in her talks with government officials, she emphasized that a much stronger shift toward good governance was essential for the country’s successful development.

“I saw deprivation, genuine want among the Myanmarese when I went to the Northern Shan State,” she said of a visit to children and teachers in a WFP school feeding programme in Pan Phate village. “Not enough priority is being placed on the real needs of the citizens.”

WFP has been assisting poor and marginalized people, some of them returned refugees from Bangladesh, in North Rakhine State for the past 10 years. Last November it began providing the food component of home-based care packages to families with HIV/AIDS as well as emergency food rations to farmers switching from heroin-producing poppies to alternative crops.

Ms. Sisulu is scheduled to travel today to India, where she will play a leading role in the three-day Asian Ministerial Consultation on Maternal and Child Nutrition, co-sponsored by WFP and the Government of India and opening tomorrow in New Delhi.

* * *

Guatemala

14 September – An image of a child studying his textbook and another of an elderly woman doffing her wide-brimmed hat after a day in the field were among the photos unveiled today as part of a new exhibit at United Nations Headquarters in New York featuring the transformation undergone by Guatemala in the eight years since the end of a bloody three-and-a-half decade civil war.
“Guatemala: Images of Peace,” includes photos from the collection of the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA), which was established to verify compliance with the Peace Agreements signed in 1996 by the Government of Guatemala and the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca (URNG). The Mission is scheduled to complete its mandate at the end of the year.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his wife, Nane, attended the opening, which was inaugurated by Guatemala’s Ambassador to the United Nations, Gert Rosenthal, and UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast.

In his remarks, Mr. Annan noted how the photos show the journey Guatemala has taken in the eight years since the ceasefire there. “The journey to peace…began with the courage of Guatemalans themselves – the courage to sign a pioneering set of peace agreements, designed not just to secure a ceasefire, but to eradicate the root causes of the conflict,” he said.

“And the journey has been made by Guatemalans themselves – with the United Nations being proud to lend a helping hand.”

The exhibit will be on display in the UN General Assembly building Visitor’s Lobby and run through 1 October.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon, 

** UNCA - Scholarship Fund
Before beginning, I would like to introduce the four Dag Hammarskjöld fellows, starting with Ludmila Patricia Ugalda, of Grupo Nación, in Costa Rica, hello.  And she has a fan club with her.  Michaela Goda Walrose del Callar, of the Daily Tribune, in the Philippines, Daniel Ricardo Cavero Gamarra, of Diario Peru, from Peru, and Vikou Bessan, of National Radio and Television of Benin.  

So, they’ll be here covering the General Assembly as this year’s Dag Hammarskjöld Memorial Scholarship Fund recipients.  And congratulations to all of you on your selection.

**Guests at Noon
We are going to have guests, once I conclude here.  They will be Noeleen Heyzer, the Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and Judge Navanethem Pillay of the International Criminal Court.  And they will be here to talk to you about the Gender Justice Conference taking place this week at the Millennium Hotel.

**Iraq - Qazi
On Iraq, in his presentation to the Security Council this morning, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, said that the tragic human situation in Iraq was brought home to all of us today with another bombing in Baghdad, which killed almost fifty Iraqis. 

Qazi said he condemned such acts, which victimize civilians primarily.  These attacks, he told Council members, symbolize the resurgence of the vicious cycle of violence that his halting the process of rebuilding the country.  Improving the security situation, he stressed, is a responsibility that we all share.

The current situation, Qazi said in his statement, can only be resolved politically.  He underscored that no political reconciliation can be successfully pursued through the use or the excessive threat of force.  In fact, he went on to say, the various parties and movements in Iraq must not lose sight of their shared interest in a united, independent, prosperous and stable country.

Qazi then highlighted for Council members the Secretary-General’s report which we flagged for you late last week. 

Before moving into closed consultations, Council members also heard statements from the Permanent Representative of the United States, Ambassador John Danforth, and the Chargé d’Affaires of Iraq, Ambassador Feisal Amin al-Istrabadi.

We expect Mr. Qazi to be available to you at the Security Council stakeout following the closed consultations.

**Iraq - UNEP
Also on Iraq, the UN Environment Programme announced today that environmental "hot spots" in Iraq are to be investigated by Iraqi scientists.  This is part of a long-term plan to clean up the country after well over a decade of instability and conflict. 

Iraqi scientists, trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, will be carrying out tests at a handful of contaminated sites in order to assess their threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment.  And there is more information in a press release upstairs on that.

**Security Council - Eritrea/Ethiopia
The Security Council began its work this morning by adopting unanimously a resolution extending the mandate of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea until 15 March next year.  The Council had discussed the latest report on that mission yesterday afternoon.

**Security Council - Afghanistan
Security Council members early yesterday evening condemned Sunday's violent scenes in the troubled Afghan city of Herat, where the regional offices and compounds of the United Nations mission and agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) were ransacked and seriously damaged.

In an oral press statement readout after consultations yesterday, Ambassador Juan Antonio Yañez-Barnuevo of Spain, which holds this month's Presidency, said Council members remained united in their determination to proceed with the presidential election scheduled for 9 October. 

**Security Council - Sudan
On Sudan, here at UN Headquarters, the sponsor of the draft resolution on Sudan has scheduled another experts’ level meeting at 3 p.m. today to discuss the latest text.

**Sudan
Following the noon briefing yesterday, the World Health Organization in Geneva issued a press release on a mortality survey it conducted together with Sudan's Ministry of Health in two of the States in Sudan's Darfur region.  It concludes that death rates among internally displaced people still surpass the threshold for a humanitarian emergency, underscoring the need for urgent increases in, and focus on, assistance to displaced people in the region.  According to the WHO press release, displaced people in north and west Darfur are dying at between three and six times the expected rate.

The Emergency Relief Coordinator here, Jan Egeland, convened a meeting of UN humanitarian agencies and their partners at the principals' level this morning to discuss the results of the WHO survey and what further action needs to be taken.  It was agreed that the current build-up of humanitarian capacity on the ground had to be sustained and further accelerated.  As indicated by the survey, which shows that diarrhoea was the leading cause of death, improvements in water and sanitation and public health services are key priorities, as is improved camp management.

It was noted that major improvements that had been achieved since the period covered by the survey were noted, thanks to large increase in UN and NGO capacity over the past four to six weeks.  Nevertheless, relief operations during August and September have been severely constrained by the rainy season, which is also causing many additional health hazards.  Closing the remaining funding gap of more than $250 million, and further increasing the coverage and quality of the relief effort are essential to reducing the mortality rates.

**Nigeria - Cameroon
Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for West Africa and Chairman of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, said yesterday that Nigeria’s withdrawal from the Bakassi Peninsula, scheduled for 15 September, may be delayed due to unexpected technical difficulties.  He said that the sovereignty of Cameroon in that area is not disputed and expressed confidence that progress is close at hand.

At the same time, he said, the Mixed Commission is carrying out its other activities, to follow up on the implementation of the 2002 International Court of Justice ruling on the border between Nigeria and Cameroon, in a satisfactory manner.  He added that the demarcation process is progressing well, and that the two nations have submitted their views on how to proceed with a maritime boundary.  We put out a press release yesterday with more details.

**Sierra Leone
The Secretary-General’s report on the UN mission in Sierra Leone is posted on the UN web site.  In it, the Secretary-General says the overall gradual progress and stable political environment in Sierra Leone has continued to facilitate the consolidation of peace in the country.  He notes that revenue from the export of diamonds has significantly increased as the capacity of the Government to monitor and control mining activities in the country has improved. 

In order to continue with the gradual drawdown of the mission and to ensure a seamless transition from the current presence in Sierra Leone, he recommends the mandate be extended for a period of nine months, until 30 June next year.  A draft resolution on Sierra Leone was circulated at yesterday afternoon’s consultations.

**Hurricane Ivan
On Hurricane Ivan, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs continues to provide assistance to the Caribbean nations affected by that hurricane.  Four additional members of a UN Assessment and Coordination team left for Jamaica today carrying information technology equipment.  The team is now running a 24-hour centre in Kingston to facilitate coordination among international partners and the Jamaican Government, and is planning to open another in Montego Bay. 

In Grenada, where almost 90 per cent of the population is reported to have been affected by the hurricane, additional support is being sent to the 
three-person UN-team which is assessing the worst hit areas.  We expect to have further information from UNICEF later today. 

Once the UN has a complete assessment of hurricane-related needs for the region, it will approach donors with a consolidated request for material and financial support.

**FAO – Wasted Fish
New research shows that over the last decade, an average of 7.3 million tonnes of fish are being thrown back into the sea unused each year -- but that is a decrease of about 12 million tonnes from previous estimates.  The analysis was carried out by the Food and Agriculture Organization, which in 1996 estimated that average annual global fish discards were around 20 million tonnes.  We have more in an FAO press release upstairs.

**OCHA - Locust Senegal
An update on the locust swarms affecting West Africa.  The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that the situation in Senegal will most likely worsen because of a lack of pesticides.  So far, damage has been very low -- however, hatching is taking place in seven regions, and the locusts will probably reach western and southern parts of the country in the coming week.  We have more in a press release on that upstairs.

**Guatemala
This afternoon, at 5:15 in the Visitors’ Lobby, the Secretary-General and Nane Annan will attend the inauguration of a photo exhibit, “Guatemala:  Images of Peace”, which features photos from the collection of the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA).  The Secretary-General will take the occasion to talk about how the photos show the journey Guatemala has taken in the last ten years.  We have embargoed copies of his remarks upstairs.

The photo exhibit -- which is on display at the Lobby starting today -- will be inaugurated by Guatemala’s UN Ambassador, Gert Rosenthal, and Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast.  And you’re all invited to attend.

**St. Barths
Earlier this morning, the Secretary-General attended the annual interfaith prayer service at St. Bartholomew’s church here in New York.  This service is held every year at the opening of a new General Assembly session.  The Secretary-General was joined at the service by representatives of more than 20 faiths. 

He told the audience that this gathering offers a resounding answer to all those who despair at the prospect of ever achieving global harmony.  Here today, he said, we are one -- a single human family united in our embrace of the other.  He stressed that tolerance was not only acceptance of others, it needs to be an active effort to learn more about each others values and beliefs.  We have the full text of his remarks upstairs.

**UNFPA Guests at Noon Tomorrow
The guests at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Safiye Cagar, the new Director of Information at the UN Population Fund, and Jill Sheffield, the President of Family Care International.  And they will discuss the new State of the World Population Report, which reviews progress in the 10 years since the International Conference on Population and Development took place in Cairo.  Embargoed copies of the report are available at the Documents Counter.

**Press Conference Rescheduled
Finally, the press conference on the Focus 2004 treaty event on the protection of civilians, which had been scheduled to take place at 11 this morning, has been rescheduled for tomorrow at 2:15 p.m.  Speakers will be Palitha Kohona, of the Legal Office, Ms. Cate Steains, and Mark Bowden, of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, the report that was presented by Ashraf Qazi this morning, is it the same report that we have seen a few days ago or is it a new report on Iraq?

Spokesman:  I think we may have circulated the text of his comments.  But the purpose of his appearance was to present the Secretary-General’s report, which we had given to you earlier.  Gerry?

Question:   Fred, do you know...(inaudible).

Spokesman:  Say that again, I am sorry.

Question:   When was it that the Security Council started to discuss Darfur, the Sudan?

Spokesman:  I don’t understand the question.  The very first time?

Question:   Yes. Recently.  I mean, was it July?

Spokesman:  I have to look into it and I let you know.  [He later said that the Secretariat first briefed the Security Council on Darfur in early April.]

Question:   Thanks.

Spokesman:  Okay, I’m going to...  Yes, David?

Question:   I don’t know if it’s been brought up, and I apologize for that.  I’ve been quietly urging to get some sort of meeting to, for preparations for the General Assembly.  We’re getting kind of close for that.  Is there any eye toward...(interrupted).

Spokesman:  No, there was a question on that yesterday.  We’re in touch with the Security Chief and also with the head of the Media Liaison branch of the Information Department.  They’re talking to each other.  They’ll get back to us with a date.  But I am sure it will happen by the end of this week.  I certainly hope it will.  Yes, Bill?

Question:   This morning before the Security Council, Dr. Feisal Amin Al-Istrabadi, the Deputy Ambassador from Iraq, made the following statement:  “...I have been heartened to learn that several countries have agreed either to provide security forces to protect UN workers, or to provide funding for such operations.”  Is that true? And can you elaborate on which countries are involved?

Spokesman:  I can’t tell you what countries.  I can tell you that the extensive search for contributors of security elements to protect UN personnel in Iraq and the UN compound in Iraq has not to date produced any definitive agreements with donors.  I did tell you the last time I was asked about this that that doesn’t mean that we aren’t following a few leads.  In fact we’re talking to one or more potential contributors.  But no deal has been struck, and, as of today, we have no contributor of these security elements.  So, the effort continues.  It’s still an active effort and our hope is we will end up with the necessary protection elements.

Question:   One more thing from his remarks to the Security Council:  He said that the number of UN workers now in Iraq is inadequate.  Yet for the UN to have adequate teams of election experts in Iraq, it must increase that number.  Does the UN have an idea specifically what number it deems adequate to properly begin the registering of voters?

Spokesman:  Well, the election unit, of course, has an idea of how many international personnel they would like to send in.  The humanitarian teams have an idea of how many they would like to send in.  If they could all send in the number they want, we would greatly exceed the number that the Security Coordinator has set as a limit.  So, until the security situation in Iraq improves, and until our own capacity in Iraq to protect our workers there is increased, you’re not going to see a big rush of international UN personnel into Iraq.

Question:   You referred to three specific numbers:  one, for electoral, two, for humanitarian and three the limit.  What are those numbers?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you those numbers, but I think we have in the neighbourhood of thirty-ish international staff international staff in Iraq.  It probably would easily go up to a couple of hundred, if we granted the request of all the various elements of the UN agencies, funds, programmes and Secretariat personnel who are itching to go in there to work.  But that permission will not be granted until the Security Coordinator is convinced that we’ve done everything for their security once they go in.

Okay, now we have Djibril Diallo, who is going to brief you on the General Assembly.  And then we’ll ask Noeleen Heyzer and Judge Pillay to come forward.

Djibril?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:Thank you very much, Fred.

Good afternoon.

As you know, the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly opens this afternoon with an address by the new president of the General Assembly, His Excellency Jean Ping, who is Ministre d’Etat, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and la Francophonie of the Republic of Gabon.  Mr. Ping is a veteran diplomat, who has extensive experience in multilateral process having headed his country’s delegation at numerous sessions of the UN General Assembly and international conferences and summits.

He has 32 years’ career in the Government of Gabon, which have been marked by successes, especially in Central Africa where he has supported President Elaj Omar Bongo Odimba’s efforts to restore peace and stability in Central Africa, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, in Chad, the Central African Republic, Sao Tome and Principe.

President Ping was elected on 10 June as the President of the fifty-ninth session.  And for those of you who are interested in factoids, he is the eleventh African president of the UN General Assembly.  We have press kits there in English and French and his biography is included in the kit.  We will also have copies on the third floor.

Second point very quickly:  Some of the priority concerns of the forthcoming session include the continued efforts to revitalize the work of the General Assembly, the leadership provided on questions of peace and security, the special emphasis on development-related issues, and this session is the one that is going to prepare the observance of the UN sixtieth anniversary next year as well as the MDGs plus five; that is five years after the declaration of the Millennium Declaration.  So, it’s a very, very important session.

As soon as he was elected, President Ping undertook a series of consultations with regional groups to make sure that he ascertains the concerns of the Member States.  He was encouraged by this process, which gave him a sense, some sort of temperature of the way Member States really value the work of the UN and the objectives of the General Assembly.  This also inspired the President to work towards reconciling the work of the General Assembly with the principles and the objectives of the Organization’s founders.

A number of objectives, very quickly, that seem to be coming up from these consultations.  One, on the revitalization of the General Assembly.  He, the President, acknowledges that a lot has been done, especially with the fifty-eighth session.  But he thinks that much more needs to be done, especially when it comes to implementing the decisions that have already been adopted, and also when it comes to formulating new ones.  The idea being doing the maximum to strengthen the authority of the General Assembly as the main body for deliberation, for policy-making of the United Nations system as a whole.

Second point is, there was a sense from Member States that the authority of the General Assembly has been eroded over the years and the President looks forward to working with the Member States towards achieving a balance between the UN organs and by so doing, enhance the credibility and effectiveness of the United Nations system as a whole.

He, the President, believes that the revitalization, while being an issue of major concern, is a process, not an end in itself.  And he considers also the revitalization as a useful tool for the Assembly in helping the UN as a whole in fulfilling its mandate in establishing international peace and security, along with sustainable development.  

The issue of trying to balance out peace and security with development-related issues is something that has come up as an item to be considered for this session.  A mandatory requirement of the new presidency will be to, as I mentioned, to prepare for the sixtieth anniversary and the MDGs plus five.

So, we’re working with Fred to try and confirm his first press conference on Thursday at 11 o’clock, and I will get back to you on that.

Thank you, Fred.

Questions and Answers
Question:   What political issues are scheduled to be discussed at the General Assembly?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:Right now what I can give you is really the outline that has been provided with the support of the Department of Public Information.  There is a list of the items there I’d like to refer you to and then we can have a discussion if you want to.  While I have the floor, let me just give you some factoids again.  As of today, 66 heads of State, 25 heads of government, two vice-presidents, one crown prince, eleven deputy prime ministers have registered, and we have 192 speakers inscribed.  Which means that you have two observers, as you know -- the Holy See and Palestine -- and Somalia has not been inscribed.  So, you have 191 Member States, one is not inscribed, 190 and then you have two observers. So, 192.

Thank you.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:      Okay, if there are no further questions, Noeleen, Judge Pillay come up.  Thank you Djibril.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.iht.com/images/icon/null.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� � HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��BBC - UN to help tackle Iraq pollution�*


� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��Reuters - Iraqi Scientists to Wage War on Pollution�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��The Miami Herals – UN Agency to Study Environment in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ministry" ��ENS - Iraqi Environment Ministry and UN to Assess Polluted Sites� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sites" ��Xinhua General News Service -  UNEP, Iraq to jointly assess key polluted sites in Iraq�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Scientists" ��














ABC - 


Iraqi Scientists to Wage War on Pollution� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Hotspots" ��UPI - U.N. to survey Iraq environment hot spots�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Threats" ��Scoop - UN To Help Iraq Clean Up Pollution Threats��� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" ��Newsday.com - U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Agency" ��The State.com (South Carolina) - U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��Jordan Times - UN agency coordinating study of ‘hot spots’ in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Study" ��Las Vegas Sun - U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNagency" ��Seattle Post Intelligencer - U.N. agency to study environment in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "EnvIraq" ��Silicon Valley.com - U.N. Agency to Study Environment in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��IHT - Blair warns of climate change threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Russia" ��Reuters - Russia seen on track to ratify Kyoto - UNEP chief�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��IPS - The Return of the Ozone Layer��


*This story has been picked up by several other newspapers including:


Hindustan Times, The Ledger (Florida), L.A. Times, Kansas City Star, 


Philadelphia Daily News, Sarasota Herald Tribune, Macon Telegraph, Fort Worth Journal Gazette, Myrtle Beach Sun News, San Jose Mercury News,
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