[image: image2.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 16 April 2003



War and the Environment - The Gulf Conflict

· OXFORD ANALYTCIA: - IRAQ: Legal constraints on post-war administrations

Other Environment-related News
· ENS - Opinion:  Saving Wildlife in Peril

· BBC - Jump in Sars deaths
· Nasa/Jet Propulsion Laboratory - Peril In Peru? NASA Takes A Look At Menacing Glacier

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions


· ROA

· ROAP
· ROE
·    ROWA






Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of  15 April 2003
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for 15 April 2003
The Village Voice

Long-Term Damage From a Short-Term War

Leaving a Mess in Mesopotamia

by Solana Pyne

April 16 - 22, 2003

   Raw sewage courses through canals and riverbeds. Toxic clouds from burning oil and smoldering buildings billow into the air, raining particles on the countryside. Heavy metals and a stew of chemicals from bombed industrial plants spill into the soil and pollute drinking-water supplies. Iraq doesn't look as bad as a smoky Kuwait did in the aftermath of the 1991 Gulf War, but Iraq's air, land, and water have been battered in 2003, and some experts say more Iraqi civilians will

die from post-war environmental problems than have been killed during the fighting. 

Even before the end of the current war, the U.S. had started preparations to rebuild roads and airports, make water drinkable, and otherwise mitigate immediate public health hazards. But it hasn't addressed the toxic soup left in the wake of the bombings. The Department of Defense has done no environmental assessment in Iraq of damage, cleanup requirements, or costs, acknowledged Glen Flood, a Pentagon spokesman. 

Peter Zahler, a conservation biologist who supervised environmental assessment of Afghanistan as part of the Post-Conflict Assessment Unit of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), characterized the U.S. and its allies as "very unprepared" to deal with environmental damage. 

Still lurking are such problems as unexploded ordnance—of the 20,000 bombs and missiles dropped in the first threeweeks of this war, those that exploded drilled noxious fragments into the earth, but those that didn't have turned benign backyards into potential death traps. 

"Post-war environmental deaths may exceed direct civilian casualties," said Saul Bloom, executive director of Arc Ecology, a San Francisco-based nonprofit that has helped foreign governments analyze the environmental impacts of U.S. military bases. 

With scarce knowledge of what pollution remains from the 1991 war, and little data on what has been hit this time around, the salvage mission may require as much dexterity as the war plan. 

"In a short-term war like this one," said Zahler, "the major threats environmentally are mostly chemical." With fewer than 10 oil wells ignited in Iraq and just a few of those still burning, Zahler speculates that the major remaining risks are "blown-up plants of any kind, transformers, and oil supply depots." Among the possible dangers are carcinogenic PCBs leaking from the transformers or ammonia seeping out of damaged fertilizer plants. 

Also threatening, Zahler and other experts said, is depleted uranium, a toxic and radioactive heavy metal used by U.S. and British forces as munitions to pierce tank armor and as part of the tanks themselves. 

Experts and environmentalists have been clamoring for better appraisals and treatment plans for environmental damage since the 1991 war, but current plans for cleanup are limited to oil-well fires and spills, and infrastructure rebuilding. The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has requested proposals from U.S. companies for eight contracts on projects ranging from repairing ports and airports to running schools. None address remediation of pollution from ordnance and bombed facilities. 

"It's unlikely that they'll go ahead and do any of that cleanup," Bloom said. "What they'll most likely deal with post-war is a superficial cleanup of unexploded ordnance." Bloom noted the Department of Defense's historic resistance to dealing with pollution its own bases leave behind in the United States. "You have created a toxin-rich environment, and this environment is going to cause problems," he said. "That's why we've spent billions of dollars on cleaning of military bases in the U.S." 

The situation in Iraq is complicated by the presence of the depleted uranium. "We've done quite a lot of work on depleted uranium, and we just can't be sure of its effects for people close to exploding munitions or for the people who handle it," David Nabarro, executive director of Sustainable Development and Healthy Environments at the World Health Organization in Geneva, told the Voice. 

The Department of Defense has acknowledged the use of depleted uranium but contends that there is no known link between the use of depleted-uranium weapons and increased risk of serious illness. Environmentalists and the governments of Iraq and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia claimed that the use of such anti-tank shells and rockets in the first Gulf War and in NATO's bombing of the Balkans have led to spikes of up to 12 times the previous rates for cancer and 10 times for birth defects. In the Balkans, UNEP found that contamination was not high enough to pose a significant health risk, but recommended precautionary cleanup because uranium had contaminated ground water and could still be detected in the air and soil years later. Data is incomplete because few studies have been done on troops and civilians exposed, especially in the moments after weapons hit their target, when depleted uranium might be inhaled. 

In Iraq, humans aren't the only immediate victims. The desert itself may take a century or more to recover from the damage caused by the rapid push of thousands of tons of military hardware. One endangered ecosystem in Iraq, however, may actually benefit from the conflict. The USAID announced plans to help resuscitate the huge Mesopotamian marshlands, an important spawning ground for many fisheries and home to rare wildlife and the culture of the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the Sumerians and Babylonians. Saddam Hussein had built a series of giant canals to drain the marshes, thought by some to be the site of the Garden of Eden. Upstream dams in surrounding countries have exacerbated the problem. Hussein's project followed old British colonial plans to use the land for agriculture, but his critics claimed that it was largely a politically motivated plan to hurt the 500,000 Marsh Arabs, some of whom had joined the post-war uprising against him in 1992. 

UN agencies seem most likely to step in to deal with Iraq's environmental problems. The UNEP started a "desk study" of the environment of Iraq days before the bombing began. If the Security Council issues a mandate, UNEP's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit would enter Iraq to gauge the damage and recommend solutions. But that doesn't guarantee that the money will be made available to carry out those solutions. In the aftermath of past wars, UNEP proposals have been hamstrung by limited funding. After the war in Kosovo, the UNEP identified four "hot spots" of contamination caused by NATO bombing and 27 cleanup projects, with an estimated cost of $21 million. It took UNEP nearly two years to do the analysis and raise money—only $12.5 million so far—before starting the cleanup, said Sriram Gopal, staff scientist for the Institute for Energy and Environmental Research in Takoma Park, Maryland, and co-author of a study examining the effects of the NATO bombing of a car factory in Serbia. "If the spills had been treated right after the bombing," Gopal said, "it would have been relatively simple. But now the chemicals are in the groundwater and it's much more complex." 

Since the first Gulf War, a dozen nations, including Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Syria, Jordan, and Turkey, along with othercountries that helped in the environmental cleanup, have submitted nearly $80 billion in claims to the United Nations; most of the claims haven't yet been paid. In this war, funding hasn't come through yet for UNEP's initial request of half a million dollars, part of a UN appeal to its members for $2.2 billion in emergency assistance to Iraq in the next six months. During the war to date, USAID has spent half a billion dollars on aid to Iraq, virtually none of it on environmental issues. 

A short attention span may be as limiting as shallow pockets. In 1991, UNEP recommended creation of an international plan to rehabilitate the environment, a sort of Marshall Plan to deal with the environmental disaster in the Middle East caused by the first Gulf War. The plan never materialized, and much of the damage remains. When asked why, Nick Nuttall, UNEP's head of communications, said there was no particular reason. "After a war. there's lots of goodwill and good ideas," he said. "And then the world moves on." ___________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP urges immediate rehabilitation of Iraqi marshlands 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) -  The Nairobi-based UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has urged that the post-war rehabilitation of Iraq include the Marshlands of Mesopotamia.

In a release Tuesday, UNEP warned that the Marshlands of Mesopotamia, believed to be the location of the biblical Garden of Eden and known as the Fertile Crescent, were continuing to  disappear at an alarming rate and could in five years cease to exist unless urgent action was taken.

According to studies by the environmental agency, of the 10 per cent of the marshlands left, one-third has disappeared in the last two years with many endangered species such as the Sacred  Ibis and African darter "holding on at a knife's edge."

The Satellite-based assessment studies carried out by UNEP's Division of Early Warning and Assessment and covering a period from the early 1970s to 2000, showed that 90 per cent of the marshlands, also home to rare and unique species and a spawning ground for Gulf fisheries, had disappeared.

The new studies show that a further 325 sq km have dried out since 2000 leaving just 7 per cent of the original area.

"Unless urgent action is taken to reverse the trend and rehabilitate the marshlands, the entire wetland known as the Hawr Al-Hawizeh in Iraq and Hawr Al-Azim in Iran are likely to have  gone in three to five years," UNEP warned in the study.

Executive director Klaus Topfer described the destruction of the Mesopotamian marshlands and their unique culture and wildlife over the past decade as "an environmental catastrophe" for the Middle East region.

"We have already lost half of the world's wetlands in the last 100 years, and the continued desiccation of the Mesopotamian marshlands confirms that more decisive and concrete action is  needed," he emphasised.

Topfer said he hoped that the end of hostilities in Iraq and the subsequent rehabilitation of the country would include a full assessment and action plan for the restoration of the marshes.

UNEP Post-Conflict Assessment Unit, which has successfully carried out environmental assessments and drawn up action plans for the Balkans and more recently Afghanistan and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, stood ready to assist in any project to restore the wetlands, he added.

The Mesopotamian marshlands are an integral part of the Tigris- Euphrates river basin, which is shared by Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey.

UNEP first drew the world's attention to the demise of the largest wetland ecosystem in the Middle East in May 2001 with hard evidence from satellite imagery capturing the shrinkage of  the marshlands' physical extent.

The UNEP study revealed that by spring 2000, a 1,000 sq km  vestige straddling the Iran-Iraq border was all that was left of  the extensive wetland complex, which originally covered an area of 15,000-20,000 sq km.

_______________________________________________________________________________

PANA

Plan to protect big apes in Central Africa, Asia discussed 

Brazzaville, Congo (PANA) -  A survival plan to protect big apes threatened with extinction in the Congo and the rest of Central Africa will be implemented soon, Congolese Minister of Forestry,  Economy and Environment, Henri Djombo, said in Brazzaville on Tuesday.

"With the other countries of the Congo basin, we should work for the implementation of a plan to protect gorillas and chimpanzees to avoid the repetition of the disaster that hit the big primates in the region of West Cuvette," Djombo said.

An outbreak of Ebola fever decimated in January hundreds of gorillas and chimpanzees in West Cuvette.

Djombo was speaking at the opening of a seminar to discuss a plan  to protect the big animals in the Congo and the Central African states.

Congo, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and DR Congo, who make up the Congo basin, are involved in  the project to ensure the survival of the big apes.

The three-day seminar has been organised jointly by the Congolese government, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and Project Survival of Big Apes financed by UNESCO.

Fifty 50 experts from the Congo, UNEP and representatives of NGOs specialised in the protection of the environment and animal species are attending the gathering.

Set up in 2001 by UNEP, the project concerns 23 countries (21 in Africa and two in Asia).

                      Brazzaville - 15/04/2003

___________________________________________________________________________________

Issue 4, 2002

· “Humanitarian Action and Environmental Sustainability”

   by Rustem Ertegun for the UN Chronicle.   

   http://www.un.org/Pubs/chronicle/2002/issue4/0402p48.html

___________________________________________________________________________________

World Markets Research Centre

World Markets Analysis

April 15, 2003

Geothermal Energy Development Targeted in Uganda

      Following on from the United Nations Environment Programme's (UNEP) announcement that      considerable potential exists to produce geothermal energy in East Africa (see Africa Regional: 14 April 2003:

      East African Geothermal Energy Plan Created), Daudi Migereko, the Ugandan energy minister, has stated   that Uganda has the potential to produce 450MW of geothermal energy at the Western Rift Valley. Migereko  added that the government has obtained US$2m from the African Development Bank (AfDB) with which to  develop alternative fuel sources, and that two geothermal fields were being evaluated for their generating  potential.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

OXFORD ANALYTCIA:

IRAQ: Legal constraints on post-war administrations
15 April 2003
SUBJECT: The legal position surrounding post-war administrations in Iraq (Part 1 of 2: The rights and responsibilities of the occupying power). 

SIGNIFICANCE: US dominance of military operations in Iraq and its effective occupation of the country have given rise to questions over its rights and responsibilities as an occupying power, particularly in relation to Iraqi oil.

ANALYSIS: The responsibilities of an occupying power are primarily governed by the Hague Convention Relating to the Laws and Customs of War on Land of 1907, the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and, in some respects, by customary international law. Concern has focused on a number of issues in relation to the US occupation of Iraq, including law and order, Washington's intentions regarding the control of Iraq's oil, the installation of a new political regime favourable to the United States and the approach to commercial contracts signed with the old regime. 

Occupying power. There are four key aspects to international law regarding military occupation that are relevant to the situation in Iraq:

1.
Law and order. Initially, concern has focused on issues of law and order. The responsibility of an occupying power, which is regarded in international law as having all authority, is to take all measures in its power to restore and ensure, as far as possible, public order and safety. In doing so, the occupying power is obliged to respect, unless absolutely prevented, the laws in force in the country. 

2.
Limitations on law-making. The scope for changing the law is limited formally to facilitating the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Otherwise, the occupying power is regarded only as administrator and beneficial user of public buildings, real estate, forests and agricultural estates belonging to the hostile state and situated in the occupied country, and must safeguard the capital of these properties and administer them with appropriate care. 

3.
Working with existing structures. The occupying power is obliged not to alter the status of public officials or judges in the occupied territories or in any way apply sanctions to or take any measures of coercion or discrimination against them, should they abstain from fulfilling their functions for reasons of conscience. In general, it is incumbent on the occupying power to work as far as possible with the national and local authorities of the occupied territories. 

4.
Qualifications of responsibilities. The general qualification to all of these obligations is context: imperatives of security, necessity and capacity may mean acceptable limitations on the application of these provisions. For example, the status of individuals can change if they are clearly suspected, or known to be engaged, in hostile activities against the power.

Economic assets. Given the responsibilities of and limitations on the occupying power, the scope for US acquisition of Iraq's economic infrastructure is very limited, beyond temporary military needs. This applies in differing ways to both state and private property:

State property. While occupying powers have some scope for legitimate requisitioning to meet the needs of the army of occupation, this is circumscribed by limits concerning payment, proportionality and not damaging the civilian population. The occupying force can also take possession of cash, funds and realisable securities which are strictly the property of the state, as well as depots of arms, means of transport, stores and supplies, and generally, all movable property belonging to the state which may be used for military operations.

Private property. This possibility also extends to private property where appliances adapted for news transmission, munitions or other potentially military assets are owned privately. In these cases, however, the property must be restored and compensation fixed when peace is made. Otherwise, private property is to be respected and cannot be confiscated, and this stipulation explicitly includes the property of municipalities, institutions dedicated to religion, charity, education, arts and sciences, when even state property shall be treated as private property.

Oil assets. In general, therefore, the scope of the occupying power to acquire control of assets is relatively limited under international law, with no general right of expropriation. This means that the United States could not take over Iraq's mineral resources and the associated means of production, contrary to the assertions and fears of many critics of the war who have claimed that it is 'about oil'. Indeed, unless blocked by members of the UN Security Council, one of the UN's post-conflict roles will be the control and management of Iraq's oil revenues. Thus, the most that the United States could do in relation to oil would be to requisition at local level oil (or more likely oil products) for use by its forces in a particular locality, but only for the duration and purposes of the occupation; its rights would not extend to the sale of oil to pay for the occupation.

Political change. Furthermore, an occupying power in the contemporary era has no right to claim sovereignty over the territory, and its scope to enforce political and legal change itself is also relatively limited under international law. However, the occupation itself and the US framework for the immediate, interim and eventual political future of Iraq has significant implications in relation to concerns over existing oil and other contracts and the various other commercial interests of foreign personalities with the Saddam Hussein regime in Baghdad. This is especially the case, given the international political climate prior to the military operations, where countries with significant business commitments in Iraq, such as France and Russia, sought to slow or block Washington's plans.

CONCLUSION: The armed occupation of Iraq brings responsibilities for the United States, but no lawful opportunities to acquire direct control of Iraq's mineral resources and other assets -- and it is highly improbable that the US administration had any intention to do so.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ENS

Opinion: Saving Wildlife in Peril 

By Patrick J. Bergin, Ph.D. 

WASHINGTON, DC, April 15, 2003 (ENS) - The recent report by Dr. Peter D. Walsh on the significant declines in gorilla and chimpanzee populations in  Gabon and the Republic of Congo shows that once again the conservation community is forced to rely on a crisis mode to harness international support for the protection of endangered species. We only need recall the outcries over the piles of ivory from elephant poaching outbreaks in the 1980s to recognize this cycle of alarm and reactive intervention. Hopefully this demand  for attention will prove as effective for the lowland gorilla and chimpanzee as  it did for the African elephant. 

However, in the flurry of coverage following Dr.  Walsh's report, I feel two critical pieces are missing                      from the debate as it reads now. First, we must place a far greater priority in setting aside and protecting  significant pieces of land to ensure the survival of any  species, and second, the livelihoods and well being of                      African people must not be excluded by any wildlife conservation objective on the continen

Erosion of the size and quality of habitat is the single greatest threat to most African species, greater than poaching, greater than hunting for the bush meat trade, and still greater than the many unknowns relating to the Ebola virus. 

                      True national parks are valuable anchors to the conservation of Africa's magnificent species, but they cannot just be small islands of habitat. Even if the total acreages set aside for conservation are significant, animal and plant populations are less likely to survive in disconnected smaller spaces than in one large block. Therefore, to the extent possible, large blocks and entire ecosystems must be set aside and resources must be invested in safeguarding them to keep habitats, feeding, and breeding grounds intact. 

                      Cooperation with African communities and people is imperative. In parks and reserves, investing in human and resource capacities ensures that staff has the tools and training they need to enforce surveillance and anti-poaching measures. 

                      As wildlife rarely limits itself only to national park grounds, the enforcement, support and intervention cannot stop at park boundaries either. Work and outreach must be done to involve local communities. 

                      In the case of the lowland gorilla, the chimpanzee, and other targets of the bush meat trade, this means finding viable protein substitutes for human diets, improving pastoral and agricultural productivity, and promoting alternative income generators to reduce the dependence on and give alternatives to the profitability of hunting these species. 

                      Two highly endangered relatives of the lowland gorillas and chimpanzees  provide illustration of the issues of protecting large landscapes and balancing human livelihoods. 

                      For the bonobo, a lesser known relative of chimps that ranges across Gabon into the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), not a single acre of their habitat presently falls inside the border of a national park. The conservation  community can only rely on and work with local communities to find value in  and protect this species. 

And for the most  endangered ape in the world, the mountain  gorilla of Rwanda, Uganda, and DRC, the   African Wildlife Foundation, working with partners, has invested in the International Gorilla                                                  Program (IGCP) to create  one of the most heralded successes on behalf of a species in history.                       Thanks to IGCP's concerted investment in parks authorities and local communities, the mountain gorilla population has registered a 10 percent growth rate over the last decade. This comes in the face of unthinkable  genocide, warfare, refugee crises, and a national park being laid with land mines. 

                      It is essential that these debates and the actions that follow on behalf of thelowland gorilla and chimpanzee must exceed the research outposts and offices of scientists and turn into meaningful, well planned and implemented strategies that are compatible with the livelihoods of Africans. 

                      Our collective inaction that would lead to only remnant populations is not acceptable, but so is ignoring the valuable role that Africans can play in safeguarding their land and the important, beautiful wildlife species that share  it. 

                      {Patrick J. Bergin is the president of the African Wildlife Foundation. He spent the last 14 years living in Africa and working in community based conservation.} 

__________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Jump in Sars deaths 

     More people have died of a deadly flu-like illness Sars in Hong Kong in the last 24 hours than on any day since the outbreak started. 

     Health authorities announced on Tuesday that nine more people in the territory had died from Sars, taking the death toll to 56. 

     Three of the latest victims were previously healthy women in their 30s - one of whom underwent an emergency Casearean before her death to save her child. 

     Simon Parry, news editor of the South China Morning Post, told the BBC: "One  thing that is worrying people is that the victims seem to be getting increasingly

     young. 

             SARS: PROBABLE CASES AND DEATHS 

             China 1,418 cases (64 deaths) 

             Hong Kong 1,190 (47) 

             Singapore 158 (12) 

             Canada 100 (13) 

             Vietnam 63 (5) 

             Thailand 8 (2) 

             Malaysia 4 (1) 

             Source: WHO (1600 GMT Monday) Note: The WHO only

             records cases and deaths it believes are "probable" Sars -

             figures from national health authorities may vary. 

     "There is a feeling that this is potentially slipping out of control. If the numbers keep rising there could be a situation where the hospitals just could not cope." 

     There have been more than 3,000 cases of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome - most in  south-east Asia - and more than 140 people have died. 

     It is estimated that 96% of people who are infected in Sars, but the disease kills the remaining 4%. 

     New test 

     Meanwhile, German biotechnology firm company is distributing a new high-speed test for Sars. 

     The company, Artus is confident the test can confirm the presence of the lethal respiratory disease in two hours, whereas traditional tests for antibodies take more than 10 days. 

     The test can detect the strain of the Corona virus which has been found in patients suffering  from Sars, and is now widely thought to cause the disease. 

     Samples of the test will be shipped out for further evaluation by specialist labs around the world. 

     A spokesman for the World Health Organization (WHO) told the BBC the prospect of a  standardised test was good news. 

     It would make it possible to test a lot of samples in a short period of time. 

     He also welcomed the fact that commercial companies were joining the fight against Sars. 

     A second test, developed by the Centers for Disease Control, in the US should also be ready for roll-out by the end of the week. 

     A new study by Hong Kong University, published on the British Medical Journal website, concludes that the agent responsible for the disease is "highly infectious and virulent". 

     Professor Tze Wai Wong, of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, has suggested the use of a nebuliser on an infected patient may have been to blame for the spread of disease. 

     In a letter to the journal Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Professor Wong said use of the nebuliser probably led to infected droplets being released into the air in aerosol form. 

     Linked cases 

     On Tuesday, Canadian health officials said they had linked 31 possible Sars cases. 

     These include members of a religious community and two physicians who attended the funeral of a Sars victim earlier this month. 

     In Taiwan, the authorities are offering cash rewards for information leading to the discovery of new Sars cases. 

     In China, President Hu Jintao has admitted he was "very worried" by the disease, which has killed 64 in the country. 

     Almost all the country's cases were recorded in Guangdong, but the illness has also now been reported in the provinces of Sichuan, Guangxi and Hunan. 

     Prime Minister Wen Jiabao described the situation as "grave", and said preventing further spread of the disease was the most urgent task facing the country's health authorities. 

     Beijing reported 15 new cases on Tuesday - its largest one-day jump - taking the total in China's capital to 37, Reuters said. 

     The WHO has criticised China - where the disease first emerged in November - for its  reluctance to release information on the virus. 

     Canadian researchers over the weekend published the first entire genetic sequence of the  suspected Sars virus. 

     However, health officials have warned that there is still a long way to go in explaining how it  arose or how to stop the spread of the deadly flu-like illness. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Date:2003-04-15

Peril In Peru? NASA Takes A Look At Menacing Glacier

An Earth-monitoring instrument aboard NASA's Terra satellite is keeping a close eye on a potential glacial disaster-in-the-making in Peru's spectacular, snow-capped Cordillera Blanca (White Mountains), the highest range of the Peruvian Andes. 

Data from NASA's Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection Radiometer (Aster) is assisting Peruvian government officials and geologists in monitoring a glacier that feeds Lake Palcacocha, located high above the city of Huaraz, 270 kilometers (168 miles) north of Lima. An ominous crack has developed in the glacier. Should the large glacier chunk break off and fall into the lake, the ensuing flood could hurtle down the Cojup Valley into the Rio Santa Valley below, reaching Huaraz and its population of 60,000 in less than 15 minutes. 

"Remote sensing instruments like Aster can serve a vital role in mountain hazard management and disaster mapping by providing rapid access to data, even in regions not easily accessible by humans," explained Dr. Michael Abrams, associate Aster team leader at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif. 

"Aster's unique vantage point from space gives scientists another tool with which to see early signs of potential glacial flood-burst events and to monitor changes in glacial behavior over time. In Huaraz, Peruvian authorities and scientists will incorporate Aster data along with data from ground-based monitoring techniques to better assess current conditions and take steps necessary to reduce risks to human lives and property," Abrams said. Comparison images of the area and more information are available at: http://photojournal.jpl.nasa.gov/catalog/PIA03899. Huaraz can be seen in the images' left-center, with Lake Palcacocha in the images' upper right corners at the head of a valley, below the snow and glacier cap. The left image was acquired on November 5, 2001; the right on April 8, 2003. 

Glacial flood-bursts, known by Peruvians as "aluviones," occur periodically when water is released abruptly from a previously ice-dammed lake alongside, within, or above a glacier. The release can be caused by various triggering events. These flood-bursts typically arrive with little or no warning, carrying liquid mud, large rock boulders and blocks of ice. 

The Rio Santa Valley is no stranger to such disasters. Since 1702, floods caused by glaciological conditions have repeatedly caused death and destruction in the region. One particularly devastating event in 1941 destroyed approximately one-third of Huaraz, killing an estimated 5,000 to 7,000 people. Since then, the Peruvian government has emphasized control of the water level in Lake Palcacocha and other lakes in the region that pose similar threats. The efforts appear to have worked; since 1972, no destructive floods resulting from the breakout of glacial lakes have occurred. Nevertheless, officials are still monitoring the current situation closely. 

Aster's broad spectral coverage and high spectral resolution is ideally suited for monitoring dynamic conditions and changes in Earth's landscape over time, including glacial advances and retreats. Its 14 spectral bands measure from the visible to the thermal infrared wavelength region, and it can "see" at a resolution of 15 to 90 meters (about 50 to 300 feet). 

Aster provides scientists in numerous disciplines with critical information used for surface mapping and monitoring of dynamic conditions and changes over time. Example applications include monitoring glacial advances and retreats and potentially active volcanoes; identifying crop stress; determining cloud morphology and physical properties; evaluating wetlands; monitoring thermal pollution and coral reef degradation; mapping surface temperatures of soils and geology; and measuring surface heat balance. It can also image the same area as frequently as every other day in response to urgent priorities. 

Aster is one of five Earth-observing instruments launched December 18, 1999, on NASA's Terra satellite. Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry built the instrument. A joint U.S./Japan science team is responsible for validation and calibration of the instrument and the data products. 

The Terra satellite is part of NASA's Earth Science Enterprise, a program dedicated to understanding the Earth as an integrated system and applying Earth system science to improve prediction of climate, weather and natural hazards using the unique vantage point of space. 

The California Institute of Technology in Pasadena manages JPL for NASA.

Editor's Note: The original news release can be found here.

Note: This story has been adapted from a news release issued for journalists and other members of the public. If you wish to quote any part of this story, please credit NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory as the original source. You may also wish to include the following link in any citation:

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2003/04/030415084609.htm

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

16 April 2003

UNEP/UN in the news

UNEP urges immediate rehabilitation of Iraqi marshlands 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Nairobi-based UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) has urged that the post-war rehabilitation of Iraq include the Marshlands of Mesopotamia. In a release Tuesday, UNEP warned that the Marshlands of Mesopotamia, believed to be the location of the biblical Garden of Eden and known as the Fertile Crescent, were continuing to exist unless urgent action was taken. According to studies by the environmental agency, of the 10 per cent of the marshlands left, one-third has disappeared in the last two years with many endangered species such as the Sacred Ibis and African darter "holding on at a knife's edge." The Satellite-based assessment studies carried out by UNEP's Division of Early Warning and Assessment and covering a period from the early 1970s to 2000, showed that 90 per cent of the marshlands, also home to rare and unique species and a spawning ground for Gulf fisheries, had disappeared. The new studies show that a further 325 sq. km have dried out since 2000 leaving just 7 per cent of the original area. "Unless urgent action is taken to reverse the trend and rehabilitate the marshlands, the entire wetland known as the Hawr Al-Hawizeh in Iraq and Hawr Al-Azim in Iran are likely to have gone in three to five years," UNEP warned in the study. Executive director Klaus Topfer described the destruction of the Mesopotamian marshlands and their unique culture and wildlife over the past decade as "an environmental catastrophe" for the Middle East region.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049353&dte=15/04/2003
Plan to protect big apes in Central Africa, Asia discussed 

Brazzaville, Congo (PANA) - A survival plan to protect big apes threatened with extinction in the Congo and the rest of Central Africa will be implemented soon, Congolese Minister of Forestry, Economy and Environment, Henri Djombo, said in Brazzaville on Tuesday. An outbreak of Ebola fever decimated in January hundreds of gorillas and chimpanzees in West Cuvette. Djombo was speaking at the opening of a seminar to discuss a plan to protect the big animals in the Congo and the Central African states. Congo, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and DR Congo, who make up the Congo basin, are involved in the project to ensure the survival of the big apes. The three-day seminar has been organised jointly by the Congolese government, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and Project Survival of Big Apes financed by UNESCO. Fifty 50 experts from the Congo, UNEP and representatives of NGOs specialised in the protection of the environment and animal species are attending the gathering.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049403&dte=15/04/2003
General Environment News

Kenya Seeks SA Help over Titanium Controversy

African Eye News Service (Nelspruit): A Kenyan delegation is in South Africa to study the safety and the overall impact of titanium mining on the environment. The delegation, led by Prof. Wangari Mathai, an assistant minister in Kenya's environment department, is also expected to learn how South Africa manages the resettlement and compensation of communities affected by mining. In Kenya, environmentalists and social groups have been opposed to the proposed mining of titanium along the coast in the Kwale district. They argue that the project threatens a fragile terrestrial and aquatic system and would also expose residents to radiation poisoning. Their protests have held up a US$96 million investment by Tiomin Resources Inc. of Canada that is seeking a licence to exploit the titanium deposits. Kenya has 10 percent of the world's raw titanium deposits and, if granted the mining license, Tiomin will exploit over 200 million metric tonnes of titanium and zircon-bearing sands. The Geneva-based International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has added its weight behind the opposition to the mining, saying it would adversely affect bio-diversity in the Shimba Hills National Park and destroy coral reefs. The IUCN also criticized an environmental impact assessment study by a South African company as being incomplete and biased as it ignores the plight of the local community.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304150462.html
Rising Lake Malawi water swallows village 

Blantyre, Malawi (PANA) Rising Lake Malawi waters have destroyed 107 households at Dalamkwanda village in the central lakeshore district of Salima. An advisor to the Dalamkwanba village headman, Ali Mkumbila, told journalists Tuesday that people managed to salvage some of their properties because the water has been rising slowly since the weekend. Members of the Salima Civil Protection Committee visited the village Tuesday to assess the damage. Salima District Commissioner Gift Rapozo said that mudslides had displaced 3,000 people in another part of his area. The displaced persons are currently in desperate need of plastic sheets and clean water. Floods have killed an unspecified number of people and destroyed hundreds of hectares of rice and maize fields in Salima, one of the districts in Malawi that received excessive rain this year. 

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049323&dte=15/04/2003
MP Pleads for Tana River to Be Saved

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Environmental experts have been urged to move into River Tana to assess the damage being caused by human activities. Garsen Member of Parliament, Mr. Danson Buya Mungatana, said the on-going degradation of the river could soon turn into an environmental disaster unless quick remedial measures are put in place. Mungatana, an Assistant Minister in the Office of the Vice President, said area residents need to be educated on how to manage the river. He said the river has lost much of its life and power downstream as the brooks divert the water elsewhere. This is threatening its existence. "We need environmentalists to come here urgently if this river, which sustains the livelihood of the people of Tana, has to survive," he said after touring several villages in the area yesterday.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304150881.html
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 16 April 2003


UN or UNEP in the news

US rejects Iraq DU clean-up
Hi Pakistan Com, April 15, 2003 - The US says it has no plans to remove the debris left over from depleted uranium (DU) weapons it is using in Iraq. 
It says no clean-up is needed, because research shows DU has no long-term effects. 
It says a 1990 study suggesting health risks to local people and veterans is out of date. 
A United Nations study found DU contaminating air and water seven years after it was used.
…The UN Environment Programme study, published in March 2003, found DU in air and groundwater in Bosnia-Herzegovina seven years after the weapons were fired.
http://www.hipakistan.com/en/detail.php?newsId=en22559&F_catID=&f_type=source

War Special: War cost may reach $1 trillion, warns UN
Daily Times (Pakistan), April 16, 2003 - The US-led war on Iraq could cost as much as $1,000 billion in lost production in Arab countries, a UN economic seminar in Beirut warned on Monday.
“A dark cloud is covering the whole world and the Arab region in particular,” said Mervat Tallawi, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia (ESCWA).
…She also cited, “the degradation of the environment following military attacks and the use of arms of mass destruction, cluster bombs...as well as human, civil and military losses.”
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_16-4-2003_pg4_14b 

 

General environment news

SARS News

China drops claims that virus is under control - Health officials change tack as country sees another 17 cases, with Fujian and Inner Mongolia being the new areas hit 
The Straits Times, April 16, 2003 - BEIJING - China yesterday recorded another 17 Sars cases, as top Chinese officials backpedalled on earlier claims that the virus had been kept under control.
A World Health Organisation team inspecting Beijing's health system complained that the authorities had kept them out of military hospitals, where there may be more Sars cases than Beijing has revealed.
The Chinese Health Ministry yesterday did not reveal where the new cases were found, but said Fujian and Inner Mongolia were the newly affected areas.
Fujian had three cases and Inner Mongolia reported 17 cases and three deaths.
http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/singapore/story/0,4386,183438,00.html 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE 

UN or UNEP in the news

General environment news

EU approves GE buy of Austria's Jenbacher

BRUSSELS (Reuters)- The European Commission yesterday approved plans by General Electric (GE.N) to acquire control of Austria's Jenbacher (JENV.VI), which makes electric generators running on biogas and waste gas power.

Jenbacher, of Jenbach, Austria, manufactures reciprocating engines and generators producing 300,000 watts to three million watts of power from biogas and waste gas.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20474/story.htm
EU says raided chemical firms in four countries

BRUSSELS (Reuters)- The European Commission has raided the offices of several major European chemicals producers in four countries to probe possible price-fixing and anti-competitive behaviour, the EU's executive said yesterday.

Belgian chemicals firm Solvay told Reuters it was one of the companies raided and was cooperating with the inquiry.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20473/story.htm
Hungary says no worry, wandering frogs will return

BUDAPEST (Reuters)- A zoologist assured worrying Hungarians that the usual spring mass migration of frogs in the northwest Ferto Lake region was cancelled due to weather factors rather than mass massacres by vehicles in the past years.

Frogs of various species wander in thousands every spring from nearby woods and reeds into the Ferto Lake, a spectacular natural phenomenon in the region neighbouring to Austria.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20456/story.htm
Waste legislation preventing metals recycling

GENOA (Reuters), Italy - Current and proposed international legislation on transporting waste that often contains harmful minor metals is preventing re-cycling in many cases, Andre de Kandelaer, director of Hydrometal, a re-cycling unit of Jean Goldschmidt International SA said.

The Basle convention, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and European Union legislation do not allow the transport of waste from OECD to non-OECD countries, he said in a 

presentation at a minor metals conference organised by Metal-Pages and the Minor Metals Trade Association (MMTA).

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20480/story.htm
_______________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia
Gosaibi Signs Contracts for Construction of Four Dams

Minister of Water Dr. Ghazi Al-Gosaibi yesterday signed four contracts worth SR718 million ($191.5 million) for the construction of four dams in the south and west of the Kingdom.

The four dams, to be located at Beesh in the Jizan region and at Hulay, Rabigh and Laith in the Makkah region, will have a total capacity of 753 million cubic meters (26.5 billion cubic feet).

The largest of the four dams is the SR226 million structure in Hulay near Makkah, which will have a capacity of 250 million cubic meters of water.

http://www.arabnews.com/Article.asp?ID=25231

UAE
Conference on the Protection of Environment

[image: image1.png]



The Higher Technical College in Al-Ain organized a special conference on the protection of the environment with the participation of more than 1000 students from different sections of the college, UAE University, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA), the Environment Agency of Al-Ain Municipality, the UAE Zoo, and other centers. 

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/04/15/mhl/26.htm
'Phasing out PVC may save health and environment'
Few people recognise that polyvinyl chloride (PVC) as the most anti-environment plastic. It is possible to save health and the environment by replacing this poisonous substance, Yahya Ramadan Al Balushi, Head of the environmental Protection Section at the Sharjah Municipality, said. He pointed out that substitutes for PVC include material such as clay, glass, ceramics, and chlorine-free plastics. "Recycling of PVC plastic is not a wise solution, because PVC items consist of many additives which makes the recycling process both impractical and expensive," he said. Talking about Dioxin, which is also one of the most toxic chemicals, Mr Al Balushi said that it could be present in beef, dairy product, milk, chicken, fish, and eggs.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april289.xml 

Bahrain
Oil spill clean-up hit by high tides

THE second phase of a clean-up of an oil spill on the north-eastern coast of Muharraq is well underway but high tides are affecting the speed of the operation.

Authorities say that the current phase, which focuses on the rocky areas of the beach, is a much more difficult process than the first phase, which focused on the sandy beaches and which is already over.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=49155&Sn=BNEW

Club work under way

An exclusive club for Bahraini girls is being set up in the Southern Governorate. Southern Governor and head of Public Commission for Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wild Life Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa yesterday issued an order to the governorate's directorate of social affairs programmes to speed up the creation of the club.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=49162&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26026
Turning waste into an object of beauty
NEXT time you're about to throw something in the bin take another look, urges a Bahrain-based artist.

With a little thought and effort, you could turn it from refuse into a beautiful flower vase, purse, or pen holder and help save the environment at the same time.

"As citizens of this earth it's our responsibility to do something for the benefit of this environment," said Kamini Bhatia, who is also a playwright. 

"It's extremely important to recycle and reuse waste materials instead of throwing them away." Mrs Bhatia and her daughter Neha, 17, make flower vases and decorative pieces out of plastic bottles, pen holders out of tin cans and purses out of jute rice bags.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Iraq

*
Secretary-General arrives in Athens for European Conference, high-level talks

*
Annan concerned that statements about Syria not further destabilize Middle East

*
UN relief agencies report some progress but grave health problems persist

*
Shocked by ‘catastrophic’ looting, Annan calls on coalition to protect Iraq’s heritage 

*
UN agency urgently appeals again to save cultural heritage

*
UN aid programme identifies $395 million in priority deliveries

Other news

*
Security Council commends Al Qaida sanctions committee’s ‘proactive’ approach

*
UN pledges support for peace process in northeastern DR of Congo

*
Security Council welcomes progress towards new government in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Investing in Africa is vital for peaceful world order – Annan

*
General Assembly welcomes certification plan to stem trade in conflict diamonds

*
WHO set to convene global scientific meeting to review findings on SARS

*
UN rights body adopts resolutions on Palestine, Western Sahara, mercenaries

*
Swaziland’s judicial system requires urgent reforms, UN rights expert says

*
UN agency steps up efforts to repatriate Sierra Leonean refugees from Guinea

*
General Assembly confirms second 4-year term for UN’s chief development official

*
Italian woman named recipient of UN refugee award for work with Somalis

* * * *

Secretary-General


15 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived in Athens today to attend the European Conference and hold high-level talks on the latest developments in Iraq. 

Mr. Annan will begin a series of meetings on Wednesday when he is expected to see British Prime Minister Tony Blair, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and the foreign ministers of France, Germany, Russia, Spain and the United Kingdom. 

On Thursday, in addition to attending the opening meeting of the European Conference, Mr. Annan is expected to meet with French President Jacques Chirac. He will also meet with Prime Minister Costas Simitis of Greece, which currently holds the rotating presidency of the European Union, and Greek Foreign Minister George Papandreou.

* * *

Syria: Secretary-General

15 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has voiced his concern that recent statements directed at Syria should not contribute to a wider destabilization in a region already affected heavily by the war in Iraq.

“The Secretary-General welcomes recent clarifications in this regard, and reiterates his strongly held view that any claim of threats to international peace and security should be addressed in conformity with the provisions of the (UN) Charter,” a spokesman said in a statement issued Monday night in New York.
* * * 

Iraq: humanitarian

15 April – United Nations relief agencies today reported some incremental progress in Iraq, especially in the far south, but severe and disturbing problems still persisted in many parts of the country where lack of security and clean water were among the most urgent health issues.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said community participation in protecting and distributing vital aid continued to improve in areas of southern Iraq. At first, fearing looting, the agency was reluctant to deliver giant 5,000-litre water bladders, which can be filled in 20 minutes, and instead relied on filling people’s individual buckets, taking four and a half hours to empty each water tanker.

But when the agency delivered two bladders to Um Qasr two days ago the whole community pitched in to build platforms and protective fences for them, spokesman Geoffrey Keele told the daily briefing in Amman, Jordan, on UN humanitarian activities.

UNICEF would now deliver a further four bladders tomorrow, and a further four by the end of the week, meeting full water needs. More initiatives like this in other parts of Iraq would speed up the distribution and effectiveness of aid delivery, ensuring that those in need were cared for, Mr. Keele added.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said it had taken part in new assessments of the health situation in northern and southern Iraq, and it was clear that severe and disturbing problems existed in many parts of the country.

The most urgent health issues were lack of security for health staff, patients and supplies, a shortage of clean water and electricity, and lack of money to meet the costs of running hospitals as well as an impending shortages of particular medicines and other medical supplies, spokesperson Melanie Zipperer said.

She said there was also a continuing high risk of outbreaks of diarrhoeal disease due to a combination of the lack of clean water, rising temperatures, and severe problems in the sanitation system due in part to the lack of electricity.

The World Food Programme (WFP) said it was scaling up the loading of trucks and lining up convoys in Iran, Jordan and Turkey. The agency hoped to bring enough food into Iraq to continue the ongoing food distributions in the north and restart distribution in the south and centre before the end of the month, spokesman Khaled Mansour said.

* * *

Iraq: cultural heritage

15 April – Shocked by the “catastrophic losses” caused by the looting of Iraq’s museums, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged the coalition to stop further pillaging, the population to return the loot, and neighbouring countries and international bodies to prevent trafficking in the stolen objects.

He noted that “Iraq’s cultural treasures bear witness to an invaluable legacy for all humanity, and their loss is a wound inflicted on all humankind,” a statement issued by a UN spokesman said.

“The Secretary-General deplores the catastrophic losses to Iraq’s cultural heritage that have occurred in recent days and weeks,” the statement declared. “He urges the Iraqi people to do what they can to restore that invaluable heritage by returning any looted items, and calls on the coalition authorities to act immediately to prevent further losses by protecting Iraq’s archaeological and religious sites, museums and other cultural institutions.”

Referring to appeals already made by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), he joined in “calling on the authorities of countries bordering Iraq, international police, customs organizations and leading actors in the art market to join forces with UNESCO in the work to prevent trade in stolen Iraqi objects.”

* * *

Iraq: cultural heritage

15 April – The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) reiterated its call today for the urgent protection of Iraq’s cultural heritage following widespread looting of museums and libraries, and it prepared to send a mission of experts for an on-site evaluation of the most pressing needs.

After heavy losses to cultural treasures, notably in Baghdad, Mosul and Tikrit, the agency will also host a meeting of 30 leading experts on Thursday at its headquarters in Paris to attempt a preliminary evaluation of the state of the cultural heritage of the country often described as the “cradle of civilization.” The meeting will seek to establish a priority action plan to safeguard this heritage, which dates back thousands of years.

“I reiterate my urgent call to take immediate measures of protection and surveillance of Iraqi cultural institutions to which libraries and archives belong,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said today.

Mr. Matsuura, who already last week urged authorities from the United Kingdom and United States to preserve Iraq’s archaeological treasures, warned that the devastation and looting of libraries and archives could have irreversible consequences for maintaining and strengthening the country’s cultural identity.

“Libraries, archives and manuscripts must be preserved as essential parts of the rich heritage of Iraq. Libraries are the essence of knowledge societies,” he said. “Nearly twenty centuries of written history of mankind are in danger; everything must be done to protect them from looting and destruction.”

He also said that measures must be taken to protect governmental records in the archives, as they were vital for the post-war administration to protect the legal, financial and contractual rights of Iraqi citizens.

Following Thursday’s meeting, conditions permitting, UNESCO will send a mission of experts to Iraq to assess museums, monuments and the main heritage sites in order to identify the most urgent needs. It will also evaluate the capacity of local authorities to rehabilitate the cultural heritage, identify Iraqi and international partners and to draw up a plan of action and a strategy to raise the necessary funds.

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

15 April – The United Nations office overseeing the humanitarian Oil-for-Food programme said today it had so far identified $395 million worth of supplies that are “shippable” within the 45-day timeline adopted last month by the Security Council.

The Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP) said it continued to race against the clock, together with six UN agencies and organizations, to identify priority items specified by the Council – food, medicines, health supplies, water and sanitation equipment and supplies – that can be extracted from the pipeline and shipped by 12 May as required in resolution 1472 (2003).

The Oil-for-Food programme, which allowed Iraq to use part of its oil revenues to buy humanitarian supplies and on which 60 per cent of the population depend as its sole source for rations, was temporarily halted on 17 March after the withdrawal of all UN staff from Iraq on the eve of hostilities. The Security Council adopted a new resolution on 28 March giving Secretary-General Kofi Annan more authority to administer the operation for the next 45 days, including prioritizing deliveries.

The OIP said most of the priority goods confirmed with 137 suppliers were in the food ($181.7 million), agriculture ($103.8 million) and health ($46.1 million) sectors. Most were already in transit at the onset of the war and would be routed to strategic locations in Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Kuwait and Iran for transhipment to Iraq.

* * *

Al Qaida

15 April – Commending the “proactive” approach taken by its committee monitoring sanctions imposed against Usama bin Laden, the Taliban and Al Qaida, the Security Council today strongly encouraged Member States to submit, whenever they are able, implementation reports on entities and persons subject to the measures because of their links to the group or other terrorist operatives.

In a statement to the press, the Council’s President, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico said the 15-nation body remained convinced that the implementation of the arms embargo, assets freeze and travel ban against individuals and entities associated with the Taliban and Al Qaida by all Member States is an important component in the fight against terrorism. 

Ambassador Zinser’s statement followed the first oral briefing to the Council from the Chairman of its committee established under resolution 1267 of 1999. The UN sanctions established by that text require States to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group. In addition, nations must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.

Urging States that have not done so to submit their reports to the committee, Ambassador Zinser said the Council noted that such reports “are essential for an assessment of both the success and the challenges related to the implementation of the sanction measures.”

The Security Council also noted that the Committee has improved the quality of its consolidated list of entities and persons subject to the measures by modifying it and also by adopting transparent guidelines to be used when considering new of additional relevant information submitted by States and regional organizations.

* * *

DR of Congo

15 April – A high-level United Nations delegation – including a top envoy of Secretary-General Kofi Annan and representatives of the Security Council – today gathered in the northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to welcome the creation of a power-sharing local administration that will manage the region until a new post-war national government takes over.

According to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Amos Namanga Ngongi, accompanied the diplomatic delegation to Bunia to attend a special session marking the end of the work of the newly created Ituri Pacification Committee (IPC). Mr. Ngongi reiterated the Secretary-General’s continued interest in the situation in Ituri and his firm commitment to the entire process.

The IPC – officially inaugurated on 4 April – was tasked with implanting a new local-level administrative authority in that region and creating an acceptable structure to maintain law and order, and ensure the withdrawal of Ugandan troops from the territory.

The technical committee charged with laying the groundwork for the emergence of the regional power-sharing body struggled to ensure wide participation of Ituri’s various political and military groups. A local-level ceasefire signed in mid-March ended weeks of spiralling violence and subsequently work to ensure the establishment of the IPC intensified.

Notwithstanding the serious differences and procedure-related complications, MONUC reported that the 177 delegates to the IPC approved a series of interim measures to end hostilities and provide a provisional administration in Ituri, highlighted by a power-sharing, 32-member Provisional Assembly. Under the presidency of the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for the DRC, Behrooz Sadry, the IPC also agreed that an 18-member Commission of Prevention and Verification would examine the causes of the conflict and establish measures to prevent any escalation.

Today, Mr. Ngongi welcomed the creation of new transition institutions to run Ituri, adding that “MONUC will accompany the pacification effort, and I can assure you that it is committed to working in close collaboration with you.” All the members of the diplomatic delegation, which included representatives of Belgium, the five permanent members of the Security Council – China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States – and three non-permanent Council members – Angola, Cameroon and Guinea – pledged the international community’s strong support of the Ituri peace process.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

15 April – While welcoming the progressive efforts of the parties in Côte d’Ivoire towards the formation of a new government, the United Nations Security Council today nevertheless voiced concern for the continuing violence in the country, calling for an immediate end to attacks aimed at undermining the peace and reconciliation process.

“Members of the Council express concern at recent violations of the ceasefire and call on all parties to respect the commitments they made and to immediately end attacks that undermined the process of peace and reconciliation,” the Council’s President, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, said in a press statement.

To that end, the Council members expressed their deep concern at the use of mercenaries, other foreign armed elements, forced recruitment, including recruitment of children, and demanded all parties to immediately refrain from such practices.

Also concerned about the humanitarian situation, members of the Council called upon the parties to respect human rights and international humanitarian law, Ambassador Zinser said, adding that they also called on the parties to continue to move the Linas-Marcoussis process forward. In that regard, they welcomed a new decree delegating powers to the Prime Minster, and reaffirmed their willingness to support the efforts of the parties in implementing their commitments, he said.

“They took note with satisfaction of the 11 April statement of Ivoirian President Laurent Gbagbo and called for its implementation,” Ambassador Zinser said, adding that the Council members also reaffirmed their full support for the monitoring committee created under the new peace accord.

“Members of the Council renewed their support for the French and Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) forces,” he said, and stressed that they had called on donors to distribute the contributions they have announced to finance and, if possible, strengthen ECOWAS forces.

The Council also called on Member States to respond to the appeal that will be launched at the end of the month in Abidjan and Geneva, the Council President said.

“Members of the Council recalled their intention to travel in the near future to West Africa, in particular to Côte d’Ivoire,” he added.

* * *

Africa

15 April – Noting that the world is continually being distracted from investing in Africa, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan warned in a message today that there could be no “credible vision of a humane and peaceful world order” that did not also include a positive future for that continent.

“It has never been easy to draw the world’s attention to investment opportunities in Africa,” Mr. Annan said in a keynote address read out by Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette to the African Capital Markets Development Forum in New York.

“That challenge has been made even more difficult by the situation in Iraq, which has monopolized media attention, diplomatic energies and much else for many months now, and looks likely to do so for some time to come,” he said.

Stressing real progress being achieved across the continent every day, Mr. Annan said it would be deeply unfair to Africans and a mistake for the world to neglect those efforts. “There can be no credible vision of a humane and peaceful world order for the 21st century that does not include a positive future for Africa,” he declared.

The meeting, organized by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the African Stock Exchanges Association (ASEA), brought together Wall Street money managers and analysts with leaders of African stock exchanges to discuss new investment opportunities that can build African development and ways to strengthen African bourses.

In her own statement to the meeting, Ms. Fréchette noted the enormous burden imposed by AIDS, but said it had not deterred African countries from trying to create an enabling environment for investment and business activity. The UN was eager to do its part in supporting such efforts, she added.

“What we need is action. That’s where you come in,” Ms. Fréchette declared, noting that the Millennium Development Goals – a set of targets for combating such issues as poverty, hunger, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women – provided a template for moving forward.

“If we are to consolidate these gains and provide a catalyst for further progress, it is vital that the more experienced and established financial communities work in partnership with Africa and the United Nations,” she said.

* * *

Conflict diamonds

15 April – In support of international efforts to break the link between the illegal trade of rough diamonds and its fuelling of armed conflict, the United Nations General Assembly today welcomed the decision to implement a global certification scheme for the valuable gems.

The plan, known as the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, is a negotiating procedure to establish minimum acceptable international standards for national certification covering the import and export of rough diamonds. It also includes participation by the European Community and countries that produce and trade in the stones, industry representatives and civil society.

The General Assembly resolution adopted today welcomed the decision by countries party to the Kimberley Process to participate in the certification from 1 January this year. It also noted that the Process could help to ensure effective implementation of relevant resolutions of the Security Council containing sanctions on the trade in conflict diamonds.

Encouraging all Member States to participate actively in the Process, today’s resolution stressed that the widest possible participation is essential and should be encouraged and facilitated.

The Assembly also decided to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-eighth session an item entitled, “The role of diamonds in fuelling conflict.”

* * *

SARS

15 April – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) is set to convene scientists from around the globe to seek a clearer picture of the infectious disease Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), the potential of which was still poorly understood, a top UN expert said today.

Participants at the meeting, to be held Thursday and Friday in Geneva, will review the epidemiological, clinical management and laboratory findings on SARS. These key leaders in the response to the current outbreak and other public health authorities will also discuss appropriate global control strategies.

“What we are talking about is a new disease and therefore what’s dangerous about this is we don’t know its potential,” David Heymann, Executive Director of WHO’s Communicable Diseases, told the press at the UN Headquarters in New York. “We don’t know whether this will spread throughout the world and become a constant threat to healthcare workers and then as it spreads from them to their families and communities. So the potential is important.”

Dr. Heymann said the future of the disease would not be fully understood until it becomes clearer how the epidemic is evolving in China. He said WHO teams are now collaborating with the Chinese Government to assess the situation there and above all to have access to the four months of data from Guangdong Province, where the epidemic is believed to have originated sometime last November.

“Through this confidence building we believe that now we are a full partner with China in the investigation. We believe that information will come in the next three to four weeks,” Dr. Heymann stated, adding that China has now raised the disease to a high political and health level.

Asked if earlier access to Chinese documentation would have made a difference in the trajectory of SARS, Dr. Heymann said it was not clear, though he believed there would have been a better chance of doing so then than there is today.

“The Chinese Government is now working very closely with us. We hope that this will set a precedence in China, because infectious diseases have no borders. An infectious disease in one country today, when there is rapid transport around the world, is an infectious disease problem for any country,” he added.

* * *

Human rights

15 April – The United Nations Commission on Human Rights has adopted four resolutions under its agenda on self-determination and racism and racial discrimination – reaffirming the Palestinians’ right to a state, supporting a referendum in Western Sahara, condemning the use of mercenaries and deploring the stereotyping of religions.

The resolution on Palestine, adopted by roll-call vote of 51 in favour, 1 opposed and 1 abstention at the Commission’s session in Geneva yesterday, reaffirmed the “inalienable, permanent and unqualified right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, including their right to establish their sovereign and independent Palestinian State.” It looked forward to the early fulfilment of that right and requested the Secretary-General to transmit the text of the resolution to Israel. The United States cast the lone dissenting vote. 

Further resolutions today called for Israel to cease repressive measures in the occupied Syrian Golan, end human rights abuses and withdraw from Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, and halt construction of settlements in the occupied Arab territories.

In a resolution on Western Sahara, the Commission reiterated its support for the organization and supervision by the UN, in cooperation with the African Union, of a referendum for self-determination that was “impartial and free of all constraints.” It also called on the parties to cooperate with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to solve the issue of people unaccounted for and to abide by their obligation to release without further delay all those held since the start of the conflict.

The resolution on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination was adopted by a roll-call vote of 37 in favour and 9 against, with 7 abstentions. It reaffirmed that the use of mercenaries violated the principles of the UN Charter and urged all states to take the necessary steps and to exercise the utmost vigilance against the menace posed by the activities of mercenaries.

In a resolution titled “combating defamation of religion” adopted by a roll-call vote of 32 in favour, 14 against and 7 abstentions, the Commission expressed deep concern at negative stereotyping of religions and manifestations of intolerance and discrimination in matters of religion or belief still in evidence in some regions. It voiced deep concern that Islam was frequently and wrongly associated with human rights violations and terrorism and noted with deep concern the intensification of the campaign of defamation of religions and the ethnic and religious profiling of Muslim minorities in the aftermath of the tragic events of 11 September 2001.
* * *

Swaziland

15 April – Following weekend protests by leading jurists in Swaziland who refused to appear before any judges recently appointed by the Government, the top United Nations expert on judicial independence called on authorities in Mbabane to take immediate steps to shore up the country’s crumbling judicial system.

Expressing dismay at the continued deterioration of the rule of law in Swaziland, Dato’ Param Cumaraswamy, Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the independence of judges and lawyers, cited such recent developments as the protest resignation of the High Court’s Chief Justice, and the impending possible deportation of two senior members of the Law Society of Swaziland as evidence that the country’s judicial system may be near the “breaking point.”

“The justice system cannot function in this environment of mistrust,” Mr. Cumaraswamy said, urging the Government to take immediate steps to avert an impending crisis. He recalled the International Bar Association’s recent report on the country, which urged the Government to establish a national plan of action to address serious flaws in the justice system and to implement urgently needed reforms, including a new draft constitution.

“Swaziland needs today, more than ever, a separation of powers between its executive and judicial branches of government in order to function as a fully democratic nation,” he added.

* * * 

Sierra Leone

15 April – The United Nations refugee agency today said it is conducting a campaign to encourage Sierra Leoneans to go back home in an effort to step up the pace of repatriations from Guinea.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), together with Sierra Leonean government officials, is providing refugees in Guinea with first-hand details of the security situation in their homeland, to enable them to make an informed decision about repatriating. It also tells them of the UN agency and government efforts to improve education, healthcare and provide shelter for those returning to Sierra Leone.

The refugees have responded well to the campaign and many show willingness to repatriate, UNHCR said. A recent survey among some of the 35,000 Sierra Leonean refugees remaining in Guinea camps showed that up to 80 per cent were willing to return this year. Some asked for additional help such as transport of livestock and furniture.

Since the opening on 4 April of a new causeway across the Moa River that marks the border between Guinea and Sierra Leone, UNHCR has been speeding up the repatriation by taking this more direct route. The agency has also increased the frequency of convoys to six per week, each carrying 500 people.

UNHCR said it hopes to return up to 26,000 refugees before the rainy season starts, using both the new route and the less direct old Kambia route. If the current pace of returns continues, the repatriation to Sierra Leone could be completed by the end of next year.

* * *

UNDP

15 April – The United Nations General Assembly today confirmed Mark Malloch Brown to a further four-year term as the head of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) beginning on 1 July.

In a statement after confirmation, Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic noted that when Mr. Malloch Brown became UNDP Administrator in 1999, the agency was in a difficult situation as core resources had fallen to an all-time low of $630 million, and there were expectations that this drop would continue.

“In four short years, the funding situation has been turned around,” he said, adding that confidence in the organization has increased dramatically, the core budget is growing, as is UNDP’s contribution to world development.

“Today, if UNDP is a strong voice for the United Nations in development, if it has become an efficient, result-driven, and increasingly better-funded organization, it is to Mark Malloch Brown’s credit,” Mr. Kavan said. “His talented, highly motivated staff shares the credit for this turnaround with him.”

* * *

UNHCR

15 April – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today named an Italian woman who has spent more than three decades helping displaced Somalis recipient of its annual humanitarian award.

Announcing the Nansen Refugee Award – given to individuals or organizations that have distinguished themselves in work on behalf of refugees – UNHCR chief Ruud Lubbers said the selection committee had picked 60-year-old Annalena Tonelli in recognition of her selfless dedication in the service of the Somali community, the majority of them returned refugees and displaced people.

Ms. Tonelli has spent the last 33 years working with the Somali people, both in Kenya and those returned home. She currently runs a 200-bed hospital in Borama and has also established a school for the deaf in the same area. Ms. Tonelli also organized visits by surgeons from a German charity that have so far restored sight to more than 3,700 people.

A lawyer with diplomas in tropical medicine, community medicine and control of tuberculosis, Ms. Tonelli has single-handedly set up outreach clinics to support her 30-year-old fight against tuberculosis among the nomadic Somali communities. She has raised funds to run the clinics, care for the patients, and raise HIV/AIDS awareness and the harmful effects of female genital mutilation.

“I have always tried to stay hidden, and refused any publicity,” Ms. Tonelli said at her hospital in northwestern Somalia. But she decided to accept the Nansen Award in hopes of refocusing the international spotlight on the chronic problems of Somalia, long since overshadowed by other world hotspots, she said.

“Dr. Tonelli lives a modest life, eating the same food she gives her patients and she owns no property,” Mr. Lubbers said, noting that the Italian doctor had chosen to live simply and humbly, taking no payment for her tireless work. “Over the past three decades, and particularly in these troubled and rapidly changing times, her quiet devotion to helping those in need is living proof that individuals can still make a tremendous difference.”

The award, which includes $100,000 for a refugee project of the recipient’s choice, will be formally presented to Ms. Tonelli on 25 June at a ceremony in Geneva. It was created in 1954 in honour of Fridtjof Nansen, a world-famous Norwegian polar explorer and the world’s first international refugee official.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                     AND SPOKESMAN FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Deputy Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.  Our guest this afternoon is Dr. David Heymann, Executive Director of the World Health

     Organization’s Communicable Diseases Cluster, who will be briefing you on SARS.

           Late yesterday, we issued the following statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

           “The Secretary-General is concerned that recent statements directed at Syria should not contribute to a wider destabilization in a region already affected heavily by the war in Iraq.  The Secretary-General welcomes recent clarifications in this regard, and reiterates his strongly held view that any claim of threats to international peace and  security should be addressed in conformity with the provisions of the Charter.”

           And this is another statement, attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

           “The Secretary-General deplores the catastrophic losses to Iraq’s cultural heritage that have occurred in recent days and weeks.  He urges the Iraqi people to do what they can to restore that invaluable heritage by returning any looted items, and calls on the coalition authorities to act immediately to prevent further losses by protecting Iraq’s archaeological and religious sites, museums and other cultural institutions.  He also joins the Director-General of UNESCO in calling on the authorities of countries bordering Iraq, international police, customs organizations and leading actors in the art market to join forces with UNESCO in the work to prevent trade in stolen Iraqi objects.  He notes that Iraq’s cultural treasures bear witness to an invaluable legacy for all humanity, and their loss is a wound inflicted on all humankind.”

           **UNESCO –- Iraq

           The UNESCO also announced today that 30 experts from Iraq and other countries will meet in Paris on

     Thursday to attempt a preliminary evaluation of the state of Iraq’s heritage.  As soon as conditions permit, UNESCO will send a preliminary mission to Iraq to assess the state of conservation of the museums, monuments and main  heritage sites.  We have a press release with more details.

           **Humanitarian

           On the humanitarian front, information gathered by assessment teams from the World Health Organization

     (WHO) shows that severe and disturbing problems exist in many parts of Iraq.  The most urgent health issues are:   lack of security for health staff, patients and supplies; shortage of clean water and electricity;

     shortage of money to meet the costs of running hospitals, as well as the expenses of doctors, nurses and other

     hospital staff; and impending shortages of particular medicines and other medical supplies.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) says it is scaling up the loading of trucks and lining up convoys in Iran,  Jordan and Turkey.  The agency is hoping to bring enough food into Iraq to continue the ongoing food distributions in  the north and restart distribution in the south and centre before the end of the month.  The briefing notes from Amman  are available upstairs.

           **Oil for Food

           In this week’s “oil-for-food” update, an ongoing review of priority items in the oil-for-food pipeline for Iraq has so far identified $395 million worth of supplies that are shippable within the 45-day timeline adopted last month by the UN Security Council.  Most of the goods confirmed with 137 suppliers are in the food, agriculture and health sectors. 

     Most were already in transit at the onset of the war and will be routed to strategic locations in Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Kuwait and Iran for transshipment to Iraq.

           Starting with a primary list of 526 contracts, the UN found that the most common reason for suppliers dropping off the list was their inability to meet the Council’s shipping timeline.  The full text of the oil-for-food update is available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           On the agenda of Security Council consultations this morning is a briefing by Ambassador Juan Gabriel

     Valdes of Chile, Chairman of the Committee on sanctions against the Taliban and Al Qaeda.  The briefing is being held  in accordance with resolution 1455, which calls on the Committee Chairman to report orally at least every 90 days on the work of the Committee and the monitoring group on those sanctions.

           Michael Chandler, Chairman of the monitoring group, is also attending the consultations and is available to

     answer Council members’ questions.  The President of the Security Council, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of  Mexico, is expected at the stakeout microphone following consultations.

           Then in the afternoon at 3:30 p.m., the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert

     Tevoedjre, is scheduled to brief the Council in consultations.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

                 In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the

     DRC, Amos Namanga Ngongi, together with a delegation of Security Council member States, expressed support for the Ituri Pacification Commission.

           Mr. Ngongi recalled the Secretary-General’s interest in the situation of Ituri and his close engagement to

     support the pacification process to the end.  “I can assure you that the pacification efforts of MONUC will go hand in  hand with your engagement”, he said.  More information is available in a press release upstairs.

           **African Capital Markets Forum

           Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette went this morning to the financial district in downtown New York  to attend the second day of a two-day forum on Africa’s stock exchanges.  In her speech to the Forum, she passed on a short message from the Secretary-General, highlighting the need for Africa to show the real progress that is being made on the continent each day.

           The Secretary-General, in his message, said it has never been easy to draw the world’s attention to

     investment opportunities in Africa, a challenge that has been made “even more difficult by the situation in Iraq, which has monopolized media attention, diplomatic energies and much else for many months now, and looks likely to do so for some time to come”.

           The Deputy Secretary-General added that the African Capital Markets Forum under way in downtown NewYork, which brings together key people involved in African, American and European capital markets, is “a source of  great encouragement”.  She said that, as we move forward, there is a template for action, in the form of the Millennium  Development Goals, and she added that the United Nations is eager to do its part to support investment in Africa.  We  have copies of that speech upstairs.

           The Forum was organized jointly by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the African Stock

     Exchanges Association, in collaboration with the New York Stock Exchange, to draw attention to the steps taken to make African stock exchanges more efficient, accessible, trustworthy and attractive to foreign investors.  A new UNDP handbook on African stock markets will be distributed at the Forum.  The UNDP yesterday put out a press release with more details.

           **UNDP

           Mark Malloch Brown was confirmed by the General Assembly today for a second consecutive four-year term as Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).  Since taking office in 1999, Mr. Malloch Brown has overseen a comprehensive reform that has been widely recognized as making UNDP more focused, efficient and effective across the 166 countries where it works.  His efforts have included a major push to expand UN  support to developing countries in areas such as democratic governance and using information and communications technology to support development.  The UNDP is coming out with a press release on the confirmation of his new term.

           **UNHCR-Nansen

           For her 33–year solo campaign to help Somalis -– many of them returned refugees and displaced persons –-

     UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers today announced that Annalena Tonelli, a 60–year–old Italian woman, has been selected as this year's recipient of the Nansen Refugee Award.

           The Award, named after Fridtjof Nansen -– the world–famous Norwegian polar explorer and the world's firstinternational refugee official -– was created in 1954 to honour individuals or organizations that have distinguished themselves in work on behalf of refugees.  The Award includes $100,000 for a refugee project of the recipient's choice.

                 **Budget

           On budget, we have one more payment today.  Spain became the 73rd Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full with a payment of more than $34 million.

           **World Chronicle

           World Chronicle programme No. 889 with Etienne Krug, Director of the Department of Injuries and Violence Prevention, World Health Organization, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           That’s all I have.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  What does the Secretary-General hope to achieve on his trip to Europe?  Who is he going to see?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  About his bilateral meetings during the trip, we made an

     announcement yesterday, and you can find the details on the Web site.  The main purpose of his trip to Athens is to  listen to the European leaders about what ideas they have for post-war Iraq.  He’ll also deliver a statement while he’s there.

           Question:  The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Iraq was in Washington this week for some briefings. 

     What can you tell us about those briefings, and are there any developments?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Apart from what I said yesterday, there’s nothing to add, I’m afraid.  If you want to find out more details, you have to talk to the Americans.

           Question:  The Committee on Information’s decisions sometimes affect the work of the press.  I understand that DPI is going to brief this Committee.  Can we also be briefed by what DPI will tell them?  You used to invite a member of the Committee here as a guest speaker.  You don’t do that any longer.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  We will pass on the message.

           Richard?

           Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           At the opening of this morning’s plenary meeting, the General Assembly observed a minute of silence in

     tribute to the memory of the late President of the Republic of Nauru, the Honourable Bernard Dowiyogo, who passed away on 9 March.  The five regional groups, United States as host country, and the Permanent Representative of Nauru made statements.

           The plenary then took note of the President’s decision, after consultation with the Chairman of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States, to appoint Bolivia as a member of the Committee on Conferences for a term  ending 31 December 2005.

           The plenary also confirmed Mark Malloch Brown to a further four-year term as Administrator of UNDP

     beginning on 1 July 2003. In a statement after confirmation, President Kavan said of the Administrator, “When he came in 1999, UNDP was in a difficult situation. Core resources had fallen to an all-time low of $630 million, and there were expectations that this drop would continue.  In four short years, the funding situation has been turned around.  Confidence in the organization has increased dramatically.  The core budget is growing, and so is UNDP’s contribution to world development.  Today, if UNDP is a strong voice for the United Nations in development, if it has become an efficient, result-driven, and increasingly better-funded organization, it is to Mark Malloch Brown’s credit.  His talented, highly motivated staff shares the credit for this turnaround with him.”

           Copies of the statement are available at the document’s counter.

           The President then announced the dates of the High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development.  Last

     October, the General Assembly agreed to hold a High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development at the end of October 2003.  The President announced that, after consultations with relevant stakeholders, the ministerial meeting will take place on 29 and 30 October 2003, and 28 October would be the date for informal hearings with representatives of civil society and the business sector accredited to the High-level Dialogue.  So, for your calendars, that’s 28, 29 and 30 October, this year.

           The plenary then decided to adopt the draft resolution on “the role of diamonds in fuelling conflict:  breaking the link between the illicit transaction of rough diamonds and armed conflict as a contribution to prevention and settlement  of conflicts”.

           The plenary then took up Fifth Committee reports which were introduced by the Rapporteur of the Fifth

     Committee, Haile Selassie Getachew of Ethiopia. 

           In a statement yesterday to the special high-level meeting with the Bretton Woods institutions and the World Trade Organization, President Kavan said that “Over the past decade, numerous UN conferences and summits resulted in clarifying and setting development goals.  Now, the United Nations must prove its effectiveness inmobilizing political will for their implementation.  We have to do our utmost in supporting implementation at the country level.”

           He continued, “There is an urgent need to set up the most effective mechanism for monitoring and review of  the progress.  We also need to look at how to carry forward, in the UN’s work, the new approaches and spirit that emerged in the preparatory process for Monterrey and how to keep building the political will and momentum for action.   In this regard ... the General Assembly´s ad hoc working group on the integrated follow-up to the major conferences has been dealing with these issues ... and its work will result in concrete recommendations that could strengthen  political engagement in the pursuit of development goals.”

           Copies of this statement are available upstairs.

           Any questions?

           Question and Answer

           Question:  Was the vote on Malloch Brown by consensus?

           Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes.

                                              * *** __________________________________________________________________________________________




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "War" ��The Village Voice -Long-Term Damage From a Short-Term War�


� HYPERLINK  \l "MArshlands" ��PANA - UNEP urges immediate rehabilitation of Iraqi marshlands� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Apes" ��PANA -Plan to protect big apes in Central Africa, Asia discussed�





“Humanitarian Action and Environmental Sustainability”


   by Rustem Ertegun for the UN Chronicle.  (See Link) 





� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��World Markets Research Centre - Geothermal Energy Development Targeted in Uganda
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