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Dead Zones Threaten Marine Life

NEARLY 150 oxygen-starved ‘dead zones’ in the world’s oceans and seas, linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, from synthetic agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and wastes, threaten the survival of marine animals and plants, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new report.UNEP’s first Global Environment Outlook (GEO) Year Book 2003 says, “The emergence of areas of artificially low oxygen levels can be closely correlated with the use of synthetic fertilizers in agriculture. Nitrogen is a main ingredient of these fertilizers.” The book will be launched at this week’s Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) meeting in Jeju, Korea.

Human beings are conducting a gigantic, global experiment because of the inefficient and often excessive use of fertilizers, the discharge of untreated sewage and the ever-increasing emissions from vehicles and factories, UNEP executive director, Mr Klaus Toepfer says.

“The nitrogen and phosphorus from these sources are being discharged into rivers and the coastal environment, or being deposited from the atmosphere, triggering these alarming and sometimes irreversible effects,” he says.

“Some of these so called dead zones, or oxygen-starved areas, are relatively small, less than one sq km in size, whereas others are far larger at up to 70,000 sq km. What is clear is that unless urgent action is taken to tackle the sources of the problem, it is likely to escalate rapidly.” The fertilizers trigger blooms of tiny marine organisms called phytoplankton, whose rapid growth and decomposition use up oxygen in seawater, the report says.

“Sometimes, the effects are mild. But sometimes they can be dramatic, with fish fleeing the ‘suffocating waters’ and creatures, like clams, lobsters, oysters, snails and other slow-moving, bottom-living creatures, dying en masse,” Mr Toepfer says.

Dead zones have been found in Chesapeake Bay in the United States, the Baltic Sea, the Kattegat Strait between Sweden and Denmark, the Scandinavian fjords, the Black Sea and the northern Adriatic Sea.

As already flagged in 2000, the best-known area of depleted oxygen is in the Gulf of Mexico caused by nutrients or fertilizers from the Mississippi river. Other zones have appeared off South America, China, Japan, south-east Australia and New Zealand.

More oxygen-starved areas may emerge in coastal waters off parts of Asia, Latin America and Africa as industrialisation and more intensive agriculture increase the discharge of nutrients, UNEP says.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Inter Press Service News Agency

ENVIRONMENT:

Transgenic Corn Growing in Mesoamerica

Diego Cevallos*

MEXICO CITY, Apr 15 (Tierramérica) - In the Mesoamerican region, where maize was domesticated some nine thousand years ago, Honduras is the only country that permits the commercial cultivation of transgenic corn varieties.

Officials there say that those who are opposed to genetically modified (GM) corn are misinformed, and that there are some who believe transgenics are some form of ”witchcraft”.

But the battery of arguments against transgenic crops is much more complex, and includes scientific grounds about the risks they pose for ecosystems, food security and the region's cultures.

Transgenic corn varieties ”have only generated benefits” for Honduras, Francisco Gómez, a spokesman for the state-run Institute for Agricultural Information, told Tierramérica. The Institute authorized the commercial planting of genetically modified corn in Honduras in 2003.

Approximately 2,000 of the 350,000 hectares dedicated to maize in Honduras are planted with GM varieties.

Opposition to these crops is due to misinformation, says Gómez. ”And many people believe that transgenic crops are related to witchcraft... (but) all we are doing is accelerating and improving production.”

In Mexico, where there is broad and intense debate about this issue, ”witchcraft” has not emerged among the arguments wielded by either side.

The controversy in Mexico has been heating up since 2001 when it was reported that GM corn -- which a 1999 law states cannot be grown commercially -- genetically contaminated its ”natural” relatives.

For most of the people in Mesoamerica, a region extending from southern Mexico through Central America, this grain is a main part of their diet, and pre-Hispanic tradition states that the gods used corn to create the first human.

Around eight million hectares are planted with corn in Mexico each year, 60 percent by small farmers who grow the crop for their own families' consumption.

The North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) considers genetic contamination a serious matter, and decided in 2002 to undertake an extensive investigation, with the results expected to be ready in June.

However, it is not known if the governments behind the CEC -- Canada, Mexico and United States -- will make the conclusions public. These three countries are partners in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The CEC was created to prevent potential trade and environmental conflicts, and complements the treaty's environmental provisions.

According to the commission's preliminary reports, the problem of introducing transgenic varieties in genetically diverse regions is that their genetic information can spread to the local varieties that the small farmers produce, and could dilute the natural sustainability of those strains.

Another element to consider is that GM corn has been created to produce toxins that repel pests, and could be disseminated through the food chain to insects, bringing with it serious implications for the natural biological controls in cultivated fields, says the CEC.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has taken the Mexican corn issue into account in its Global Environmental Outlook (GEO) report for Latin America and the Caribbean 2003, citing the ”potential environmental consequences of transgenic contamination.”

According to the transnational corporations that produce genetically modified seed, their use will enrich the native varieties of corn without affecting the environment.

One of the issues of greatest concern to the environmentalists is that the patents for transgenic corn and other genetically modified crops developed for commercial purposes belong to a handful of transnationals, who the farmers must pay for the seeds and the right to use the patented crop.

Small farm production in Latin America supplies 40 percent of domestic consumption and is responsible for 51 percent of maize output, 77 percent of beans and 61 percent of potatoes.

Guatemala, which along with Mexico is considered the birthplace of maize, since 1998 has banned experimentation, planting and imports of genetically modified varieties.

”The prohibition is justified because through pollination a transgenic plant can be crossed with native varieties” and create a ”difficult situation”, Salvador Sandoval, agronomist with the Guatemalan Agriculture Ministry's health regulation division, told Tierramérica.

Sixty thousand hectares are planted with corn in Guatemala, not enough to meet domestic demand, so the country imports around 11.5 million tons of the grain each year. Similar situations can be found throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.

The region purchases about 90 percent of corn exports from the United States, the world's leading producer, and a third of U.S. corn is genetically modified, but reaches Latin America with lo labelling to indicate it as such to the consumers.

Mexican studies show that the genetic contamination of native corn varieties could be the result of accidental pollination -- something that could also be happening in the other Mesoamerican countries.

Maize is a freely pollinating crop, and it is known that the transfer of genetic material occurs easily among plants within short distances of each other. For centuries, farmers have taken advantage of this fact to cross domesticated corn with wild varieties.

In Costa Rica, where the production of genetically modified corn seed has been permitted since the 1990s exclusively for export, there is no evidence of genetic contamination, Alex May, of the Agriculture Ministry's National Biosafety Commission, told Tierramérica.

Costa Rica dedicates some 18,000 hectares to corn production, and imports around 70,000 tons of the grain from the United States each year.

Mexican scientist Luis Herrera, who is considered one of the founders of biogenetics, maintains that despite the debate on transgenics under way, the introduction of these varieties in agriculture worldwide is irreversible.

In his opinion, what countries need to do is control, use and develop their own transgenic varieties, but while also promoting traditional crop development technologies.

(*With reporting by Jorge A. Grochembake in Guatemala and José Eduardo Mora in Costa Rica. Originally published Apr. 10 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)

(END/2004)
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Mmegi News – Botswana

Second ‘State of Environment’ report on cards this year

4/13/2004 10:10:27 PM (GMT +2)

THE Southern African Development Community (SADC) will this year publish the second state of the environment report entitled the Southern Africa Environment Outlook.

The first such report was published in 1994 under the name, State of the Environment in Southern Africa. As state of the environment reports are increasingly being used for early warning and policy planning and implementation, such reports are being called outlook reports.

State of the Environment (SOE) reporting is one of the tools used to monitor and assess changes in the environment. The preparation of SOE reports enables countries, regions and the world to plan for effective environmental management. Such reporting dates back to the 1970s.

The Southern Africa Environment Outlook is to be published under a Communicating the Environment Programme (CEP), a longstanding partnership involving SADC, IUCN - The World Conservation Union and the Southern African Research and Documentation Centre (SARDC).

Under the recently launched Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP), SADC considers environment and sustainable development as a vehicle to ensure equitable and sustainable use of the environment and natural resources for the benefit of both present and future generations.

As such, the regional grouping has mainstreamed the environment in its programmes, treating it as a cross cutting issue that “will present opportunities for the region to advance its programme of action in environment and natural resources management and forge harmonisation of and compliance with environmental policies, standards and guidelines.”

The CEP objective is to inform, motivate and empower people at all levels of environmental decision-making in southern Africa, from the individual and NGOs to the private sector and governments, to take positive actions to counter environmental degradation and move towards sustainable development paths by providing them with clear, objective and meaningful information on the environment.

The partnership also facilitates communication and understanding between environmental groups and decision-makers.

CEP is also the vehicle through which the region participates in environmental reporting at continental and global levels. SARDC is the regional collaborating centre for UNEP in preparing the AEO and the GEO.

At a meeting held to review the SAEO draft at the end of March in Pretoria, South Africa, SADC Environment Advisor, Stephen Nanthambwe highlighted the importance of state of the environment reporting in SADC’s development process, particularly under RISDP.

Sustainable development is one of the areas of focus under RISDP and within this, regular reporting of state of the environment has been identified as one area of activity, he said adding that production of the SAEO report is one of the activities to be carried out at five-year intervals. “We hope to put mechanisms in place to ensure this is done every five years,” he said.

The review meeting, attended by environment experts from throughout southern Africa, agreed on a working theme and structure for the report. The theme of the report is Trends, Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Livelihoods.

Some of the chapters included in the report are: Land, Atmosphere, Freshwater Resources, Marine and Coastal Resources, Wildlife Resources, Forests and Woodlands, Human Settlements and Scenarios/Outlook.

Nanthambwe said publication of the second report in August was deliberately set to coincide with the SADC Summit during which the book will be launched. One of the goals of the SADC Policy and Strategy for Environment and Sustainable Development is to Œincrease public information, education and participation on environment and development issues in southern Africa. It is hoped that the state of the environment reporting fulfils this goal.

Munyaradzi Chenje, the Africa Regional Coordinator for UNEP‚s Division of Early Warning and Assessment, echoed Nanthambwe‚s sentiments in which he noted the importance of southern Africa‚s Environment Outlook as a key input to the continental Africa Environment Outlook and the Global Environment Outlook.

The workshop also noted other on-going regional initiatives such as the indicator strategy for state of the environment reporting and the integrated development geographical information systems for SADC countries, as key to the environmental assessments and reports such as the Southern Africa Environment Outlook. (SARDC)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Environmental Media Services
Source: Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol

Montreal 2 April 2004 – 44 developing countries receive additional funds to protect the ozone layer

A further US$ 74 million has been provided from the Multilateral Fund to 44 developing countries to phase out over 8000 tonnes of ozone-depleting substances such as CFCs, carbon tetrachloride, TCA, halons, and methyl bromide. The Multilateral Fund, currently standing at US$ 2 billion fund, was set up to assist developing countries to comply with the terms of the Montreal Protocol, an international agreement that sets out a timetable for the phase out of ozone-depleting substances in both developed and developing countries.

At their meeting in Montreal, the birthplace of the Protocol, the Executive Committee also approved financing for projects and activities to assist Côte d'Ivoire and Mexico phase out their use of methyl bromide, a substance considered to be particularly harmful to the ozone layer. Methyl bromide is used as a fumigant for high value crops, for pest control and for the quarantine treatment of agricultural commodities and timbers awaiting export. Under the Montreal Protocol, developing countries are committed to reducing their methyl bromide use by 20% no later than 2007 and phasing it out completely by 1 January 2015.

Following up on the outcome of last week's extraordinary meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol to discuss the timetable for the ban on the production and consumption of methyl bromide in developed countries, the Executive Committee is looking at further ways of assisting developing countries to implement the ban. The next Executive Committee meeting in July 2004 will examine this issue in more depth.

The Executive Committee of the Fund also committed US$ 31 million of funding for national plans in Argentina, Bangladesh, India, Mexico, Sri Lanka and Venezuela that will phase out the combined consumption of more than 8,000 tonnes of CFCs over the next few years. In the Latin American region and in India the phase-out of CFCs is fully coordinated with reductions in CFC production. As CFC consumption is reduced, a concomitant reduction in CFC production will take place through agreements that are either already in place or now being completed.

Background information

The ozone layer which absorbs ultraviolet radiation harmful to living organisms and human health, is in danger from several chemicals currently used in industry and agriculture such as chloroflurocarbons (CFCs), halons, carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform and methyl bromide.

The Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol began its operation in 1991. The main objective of the Multilateral Fund is to assist developing country parties to the Montreal Protocol whose annual per capita consumption and production of ozone-depleting substances is less than 0.3 kg to comply with the control measures of the Protocol. These countries are referred to as Article 5 countries.

The 2 billion dollar Fund is managed by an Executive Committee chaired in 2004 by Marcia Levaggi of Argentina, Paul Krajnik of Austria the Vice Chair. The Committee is assisted by the Fund Secretariat which is based in Montreal. Activities are implemented by four international agencies (UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO, World Bank) and a number of bilateral government agencies. Responsibility for overseeing the operation of the Fund rests with the Executive Committee comprising seven members each from developed (Austria, Belgium, Canada, Hungary, Japan, United Kingdom and the USA) and developing countries (Argentina, Bangladesh, China, Cuba, Iran, Niger and Mauritius). Since 1991, the Multilateral Fund has approved activities including industrial conversion, technical assistance, training and capacity building worth approximately US $1.6 billion that will result in the phase out of approximately 180,000 tonnes of consumption and production of ozone-depleting substances in developing countries.

For further information, please contact:

Julia Anne Dearing

Information Management Officer

Secretariat of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol

1800 McGill College, 27th floor

Montreal, QC, Canada H3A 3J6

Phone: (1-514) 282-1122

Fax: (1-514) 282-0068

E-mail: secretariat@unmfs.org

Website: www.multilateralfund.org

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Xinhuanet
Blair set for New York talks with Annan

www.chinaview.cn 2004-04-15 19:00:10

    LONDON, April 15 (Xinhuanet) -- British Prime Minister Tony Blair is expected in New York on Thursday for talks with United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, with the June 30 hand-over of sovereignty in Iraq and Middle East developments topping the agenda.

    Blair's visit comes amid escalating violence in Iraq and after he hailed Israel's plan to withdraw from the Gaza Strip.

    On Wednesday Blair said Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's pledge to withdraw from Gaza and some West Bank settlements is an "important step" towards peace in the Middle East.

    Blair will also meet with US President George W. Bush in Washington on Friday to discuss Iraq, the Middle East and weapons of proliferation.

    The upcoming meeting between the two closest allies in the Iraq war comes against a backdrop of bitter fighting that has left hundreds of Iraqis and dozens of US soldiers dead over the past few weeks.

    British officials insisted that Blair's meeting with Bush is merely a regular get-together, but some analysts said in face of the growing unrest coupled with kidnappings in Iraq, the meeting does look like an emergency summit.

    In the absence of Iraq's alleged weapons of mass destruction, Blair, still haunted by the Iraq war, is facing intense political pressure at home, with critics arguing that the tough military response by US-led troops to insurgency has badly dented local support for the coalition. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Blair seeks UN resolution on Iraq

Blair and Annan both want a UN resolution on Iraq
British Prime Minister Tony Blair has said he is seeking a new UN resolution to ensure the handover of power in Iraq on 30 June.

After meeting UN Secretary General Kofi Annan in New York, Mr Blair said there was now a common purpose in the international community over Iraq.

He also denied being disappointed with the US endorsement of Israel's plan for withdrawal from Gaza.

The talks came ahead of Mr Blair's meeting with President Bush on Friday.

We have to make sure we give Iraqis the opportunity they seek

Tony Blair

Analysis: Blair's hard sell on Iraq

With the killing of an Italian held hostage in Iraq, some countries are anxious about their military commitment to the coalition forces there.

One year after the fall of Saddam Hussein, coalition troops are up against renewed uprisings across the country.

While military commanders need to restore order across Iraq, critics claim the US use of overwhelming firepower is serving only to unite the people of Iraq against the occupying forces.

Audiotape

At a joint news conference in New York with Mr Annan, Mr Blair confirmed that circumstances will require a new UN resolution ahead of the June handover.

One of the key public messages they will wish to give at the end of this visit is they stand absolutely shoulder to shoulder on what needs to be done next

Sir Christopher Meyer

The US trip dangers for Blair

He also confirmed that talks are continuing and that he and George W Bush are waiting for the UN special envoy in Iraq, Lakhdar Brahimi, to come back with proposals which he has been discussing with the parties and stakeholders on the ground.

"We have to make sure we give Iraqis the opportunity they seek," he said.

Mr Annan said that divisions in the international community caused by the Iraq war were "beginning to heal", adding that he was hoping for the full co-operation of member states over a new resolution.

Turning to the US decision to back Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's unilateral plan for withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and some parts of the West Bank, Mr Blair denied that the roadmap for peace had been sidelined.

"If it is the case that the Israelis are withdrawing from Gaza, then that is quite a big change and let's use that and work upon it," he said.

'No public fighting'

Mr Blair arrived in the US on the day Arab television aired an audiotape said to be from Osama Bin Laden in which he offers Europe a truce if it "stops attacking Muslims".

HAVE YOUR SAY

Blair will be pressured to provide more troops and lean on Nato countries to step in

Brad, USA

Send us your comments

Downing Street has insisted there is no split between the US and UK and says Mr Blair backs the US strategy and approach.

Sir Christopher Meyer, the ex-British ambassador in Washington, said whatever "robust" differences the prime minister and Mr Bush may express in private, the two leaders will want to present a united front in public.

"If you think that we are going to see within the next two or three days any public divisions between President Bush and Prime Minister Blair, I think that would be wrong," he told BBC Radio 4's Today programme.

Sir Christopher said the pair would be concentrating on events beyond the summer, towards next year's election that will set up a constituent assembly and new legislature in Iraq.

He said Mr Blair will want a "very clear agreement on the steps that Britain and America will need to take in Iraq with their partners" to take them to 30 June.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre
Water, sanitation, housing focus of UN development commission's annual session

Borge Brende briefs journalists

15 April 2004 – With more than half of the hospital beds in the world filled with people afflicted by water-related illnesses, and 3 million to 4 million people dying each year from waterborne diseases, the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) will turn the spotlight of its annual session on water, sanitation and human settlements, the meeting's chairman said today.

CSD Chairman Børge Brende of Norway told a news conference at UN Headquarters in New York that the cost of the diseases represented an economic loss of $16 billion a year, clearly demonstrating the link between the Commission's water target in its thematic cluster and the health target in its crosscutting issues.

Other crosscutting issues include poverty eradication, reducing unsustainable consumption and production, protecting and managing the natural resource base for economic and social development, maintaining sustainability in a globalizing world, African and other regional initiatives, gender equality and education.

More than 80 government ministers, as well as the heads of relevant UN agencies and civil society groups would attend the CSD's 12th session, Mr. Brende said. On Monday Secretary-General Kofi Annan will open the high-level segment, with such participants as Crown Prince Willem Alexander of the Netherlands, who has been strongly committed to expanding access to safe water worldwide.

Estimates of safe water supplies suggest that 50 per cent of developing countries are not yet poised to meet the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target of halving the number of people lacking access to safe drinking water by 2015, he said. Meeting that target would mean providing access for an additional 1.6 billion people over the next 11 years.

Another 2 billion people need to have improved sanitation by 2015 to meet the MDG, at an additional cost of $63 million per year, or a total of $11 billion.

The human settlement target aimed to improve living conditions for at least 100 million slum dwellers by 2020, said Mr. Brende, the Norwegian Minister of the Environment.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Marshes Revive in Postwar Iraq

IRAQ: April 16, 2004

HWAIR, Iraq - Water is reflooding parts of the Iraqi wetlands drained by Saddam Hussein to deny refuge to Shi'ite rebels, but the communities displaced by war and oppression may never recreate their ravaged way of life.

Ole Jepsen, an adviser in Iraq's Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in the south, said 30 to 40 percent of the marshes had been reflooded since U.S.-led forces toppled Saddam a year ago. "This is more than anyone expected."

Jepsen said some 200,000 refugees from southern Iraq had returned, though not all to their ancestral homes.

"We prefer to stay here," said Qasim Hassan, who returned last year from Iran and now lives in a mud brick shack beside a broad canal built on Saddam's orders to drain the marshes.

"There is nothing where we used to live. Even if the water comes back, we have no money to buy animals or seeds," he said. His family survives on government food rations.

The marshes covered 10,000 square km (3,800 square miles) of southern Iraq before Saddam gouged out the "Victory Canal" between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers during the 1980-88 war with Iran, when whole communities ran from the fighting.

As the water receded, the people whose lives revolved around fish, water buffalo, rice and reeds were evicted or fled, mostly to Iran. The wetlands that cleansed Iraq's great rivers and sustained myriad migrant birds were blighted.

NEW ASPIRATIONS

In a hamlet near Hwair, 70 km (44 miles) northwest of Basra, returned refugees were making reed mats, but said much of their former livelihood was gone and they no longer felt bound by traditions that had survived for centuries.

"The water is rising beyond the dyke, which is good because this water is useless," said Aziz Nasr, 19, gesturing towards stagnant pools lying near his mud brick dwelling.

"We want the dyke to be repaired and raised to protect our houses. Now we prefer access by road, not boats."

His grandmother, Thuhriya Kadhim, dreams of electricity, a refrigerator, a fan -- and a house made of bricks, not mud. "We want to plant date palms," she added. "We could raise the family and have something to pass on to the children."

Striking a balance between environmental restoration and the wishes of returning villagers poses a challenge for the U.S.-led authorities and any future Iraqi government.

Jepsen, the CPA coordinator for food, agriculture and irrigation, said many people wanted to cultivate land, not just rely on fishing and buffalo milk. They were attached to their traditional culture, but also hankered after schools, clinics, roads, electricity and links with the rest of Iraq.

"There are studies on which areas to reflood, which to irrigate for farming and which to keep dry," said CPA spokeswoman Paola Della Casa. "There are pilot projects on soil, salinity and the eco-system."

The reflooding so far is partly the work of the CPA, partly action by villagers, and helped, Jepsen said, by higher than usual volumes of water in the Tigris and Euphrates.

NO REFUGE FROM SADDAM

For now, life is hard, even for those who never left the marshes despite Saddam's war with Iran, ruthless water engineering and crackdowns on Shi'ite dissidents, army deserters and criminals who once sheltered among the reed beds.

"We used to live on fish, melons and tomatoes before the water dried up," said Jita Abed Abdul-Aal, 37. "Now the water is salty and all I have is my military pension."

Abdul-Aal pointed to a tree in his courtyard where he said a shell fired by Republican Guards had exploded. He spent three years in jail after the local mayor denounced him as a rebel who had contacts with Iran. "It was true," he conceded wryly.

Fresh water may again flow over the mudflats and brackish pools left by Saddam's edicts, but the clock cannot go back to the 1950s when British explorer Wilfred Thesiger eulogised a culture already under threat from encroaching modernity.

"People used to fish from their houses here," recalled Laith al-Amari, 33. "There was water all around."

He sat cross-legged in a carpeted mudhif, or guesthouse, of the kind described in Thesiger's "The Marsh Arabs" -- a lofty barn made almost entirely of reeds, bound into flattened horseshoe arches to support poles overlaid by matting.

The mudhif's ceiling fans and electric lights are not the only reminders this is no longer Thesiger's watery idyll.

Outside are cement-walled houses in a dusty courtyard down a short track from an asphalt road. No water in sight.

Story by Alistair Lyon

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 16 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Dead Zones Threaten Marine Life 

Navhind Times, 16 April 2004 - NEARLY 150 oxygen-starved ‘dead zones’ in the world’s oceans and seas, linked to an excess of nutrients, mainly nitrogen, from synthetic agricultural fertilizers, vehicle and factory emissions and wastes, threaten the survival of marine animals and plants, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says in a new report.UNEP’s first Global Environment Outlook (GEO) Year Book 2003 says, “The emergence of areas of artificially low oxygen levels can be closely correlated with the use of synthetic fertilizers in agriculture. Nitrogen is a main ingredient of these fertilizers.” The book will be launched at this week’s Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) meeting in Jeju, Korea.

http://www.navhindtimes.com/stories.php?part=news&Story_ID=041618 

GROWING Problem of Solid Waste

Navhind Times, 15 April 2004  - Panjim,India -FROM discarded beer cans turning pristine shores blue green to old sofas blocking lush creeks, the world’s small island states are facing another key problem - a rising tide of rubbish and wastes - and need urgent international aid to deal with it, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said recently.

http://www.navhindtimes.com/stories.php?part=news&Story_ID=041515  

General Environment News

Three bushfires being fought across Victoria

Sydney Morning Herald, 15 April 2004 - Firefighters are battling seven blazes across Victoria today ahead of dangerous weather conditions and strong northerly winds predicted this afternoon.

Around seven blazes are burning across the state with three of major concern, Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) state fire coordinator John Lloyd said.

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/04/15/1081838832941.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

16 April 2004

General environment news

Zambia begins removing hazardous organic chemicals 

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - The Zambian government is to phase out from all companies involved in energy and combustion works the use of hazardous organic chemicals commonly known as chlorinated hydrocarbons or Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) as a way of protecting ordinary people from their harmful effects. The minister of environment and tourism, Patrick Kalifungwa pointed out that in many developing countries like Zambia it is the poor people who live and work in close proximity to toxic chemicals. "Much as my government appreciates the fact that replacing equipment and disposal of PCB containing materials is expensive in terms of money, the long-term cost of not doing so now may be huge to contemplate," Kalifungwa told a high level decision makers' meeting here Wednesday. He noted that though the Zambian government has stopped the importation of persistent organic pollutants known commonly as Polychlorinated Biphenyls or PCBs the country still has in its custody huge stockpiles of these PCBs in equipment, which is still in use and also in decommissioned equipment. Zambia has set 2008 to eliminate all PCBs while the Southern African Development Community (SADC) has adopted 2010 when the entire region should do away with PCBs. In line with the 2008 target, Zambia has set up a National Technical Committee on PCBs coordinated by the Environmental Council of Zambia. In this regard, government is targeting companies like the Copperbelt Energy Corporation, the Zambia Electricity Supply Corporation (ZESCO) and ZCCM-IH to dispose off some of their chemicals.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng038473&dte=15/04/2004

NGO mobilizes Mauritians towards sustainable development 

Port-Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Ahead of an international conference to hold here next August, the Mauritius Council for Development, Environmental Studies and Conservation (MAUDESCO) is articulating the views of women and youth concerning sustainable development in island states. MAUDESCO said it would mobilize women and youth to sign a petition to be handed to heads of State who would attend the Port Louis conference billed for 30 August to 1 September. After sounding their views, we will hold a national workshop to discuss and analyze proposals destined for the heads of State," MAUDESCO chairman Rajen Awotar indicated. He said the planned workshop would focus on the Barbados Report on climatic change, natural disasters, waste management, coastal and marine resources, water and land resources, energy, tourism, biodiversity, regional institutions, transport and communications, science and technology, as well as human resources. He said a conference planned for 14-16 April in New York would be an occasion for small island states to draw attention to problems peculiar to their environment. These include vulnerability to rising sea levels, frequent and violent hurricanes, extremely fragile ecosystems, isolation and high transportation costs. The aim, Aworta said, was to forge partnerships and innovative approaches to these difficulties.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng038547&dte=15/04/2004

Djibouti: Dozens Dead, Hundreds Homeless Following Torrential Rains

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Several Djiboutian ministers met representatives of UN and other humanitarian agencies, and foreign envoys accredited to the country on Thursday to discuss widespread flooding that has left dozens of people dead, especially in the capital, Djibouti City. Interior Minister Abdoulkader Doualeh told the meeting, which was held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that at least 48 people were believed to have been drowned by the torrential rains. Another 1,500 people were homeless after rising waters washed away their homes, he added. Schools remained closed for the third day while several roads in the capital were rendered impassable after gushing water washed away their surface. Many parts of the capital were without electricity as the power supply was disrupted. Government officials told IRIN on the sidelines of Thursday's meeting that the government was preparing to appeal for US $20 million to fund a project to secure people living near the nearby River Ambouli, which had burst its banks, causing casualties and damage.

 http://allafrica.com/stories/200404150209.html

Motion On Wildlife Given Green Light

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Parliament yesterday approved the introduction of a Bill seeking new compensation rates for loss of life and property caused by wildlife. And the Government agreed to take over the drafting of the Bill from Laikipia East MP G.G. Kariuki. Environment and Wildlife assistant minister Wangari Maathai said the Government would prepare the Wildlife Conservation and Management Bill. The law protecting wildlife should also be amended to allow local communities to kill game for food. Energy Assistant Minister Mwangi Kiunjuri said deaths caused by animals were tantamount to "crimes against humanity". An increase in human population had caused encroachment onto wildlife zones, he added, and accused private game ranchers of luring game from public sanctuaries by salting water points within their ranches. Foreign Affairs Assistant Minister Moses Wetang'ula and Nakuru Town MP Mirugi Kariuki called for a comprehensive wildlife damage compensation policy.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404150351.html
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15 April 2004

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon

We will be joined today by the Chair of the twelfth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development, Minister Børge Brende of Norway.  He’ll be talking to you about the work before the Commission, which began its session here at Headquarters yesterday.

He’s already here and we’ll go to him right after my briefing.

**Iraq

A short while ago, we were informed that Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, and his team have left Iraq and are now in Kuwait City.

Prior to leaving, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser spent the day in Basra, where he continued his wide-ranging contacts.  He had the opportunity to meet with representatives of civil society, civil servants, religious parties and clerics, as well as tribal personalities.

Brahimi also met with the Coalition Provisional Authority’s representative in southern Iraq, Pat Nixon.

**Security Council

Here at United Nations Headquarters, the role of business in armed conflict can be crucial, for good and for ill, the Secretary-General told the Security Council in an open meeting this morning.

Addressing this open debate on the role of business in conflict prevention, peacekeeping and post-conflict peace-building, the Secretary-General noted the operations of private companies in many conflict zones and conflict-prone countries.  But businesses, as he said, also have an enormous stake in the search for solutions.

He said the time has come for a more systematic approach in dealing with the role of business in conflict.  With that in mind, the Secretary-General has established an inter-agency group that is looking carefully at the political economy of armed conflict and will provide recommendations.

He also noted his effort to establish an independent inquiry into allegations relating to the “oil-for-food” programme, saying, “Transparency is the only way to deal with such allegations, and by far the best way to prevent corruption from happening in the first place”.  We have copies of his remarks upstairs.

Among the other speakers at today’s open debate are James Wolfensohn, the President of the World Bank, and the Chief Executive Officer of the Siemen’s firm.

**Secretary-General

The Secretary-General spoke to the press after leaving this morning’s Security Council meeting, and was asked about the meeting he will have this evening with British Prime Minister Tony Blair.  The Secretary-General said that Iraq would very much be on the agenda, and that he looks forward to talking with the Prime Minister on the current situation and the way forward.

He added, in response to questions, that the United Nations always believed it had a role to play in Iraq, and had always been prepared to play that role, once the circumstances were right.  He said he was pleased that all governments, including the United States, are cooperating very closely with the United Nations.

Asked about the hostage situation, the Secretary-General said he was relieved that some hostages have been released in Iraq.  He urged that no further hostages be taken, adding that he was surprised that things had escalated to the point that so many people have been taken hostage.  We have copies of those remarks upstairs.

**Security Council -- Iraq letter

The Secretary-General yesterday conveyed to the Security Council a letter from the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, reviewing the IAEA’s verification activities in Iraq.

ElBaradei said the Agency is concerned that its satellite imagery shows that there has been extensive removal of equipment in sites in Iraq, and, in some cases, the removal of entire buildings.  Other information available to the Agency, confirmed through visits to other countries, indicate that large quantities of scrap, some of it contaminated, have been transferred out of Iraq.

He says that the United States Government has been informed of these observations, and clarifications are expected.  That letter is out as a document on the Internet and copies are available in the Spokesman’s Office.

**Côte d’Ivoire

Turning to Africa, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, will be arriving in Côte d’Ivoire later today.  His mission is part of an initiative to support the peace and reconciliation process in Côte d’Ivoire.

Mr. Guéhenno will be meeting with President Laurent Gbagbo, with representatives of the Forces Nouvelles and with other political actors.  He will also review the newly established peacekeeping mission in Côte d’Ivoire, which has a mandate to facilitate the implementation by the Ivorian parties of Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement.

Mr. Guéhenno is also expected to travel to Ghana to meet President John Kufuor, the current chair of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).

While on the matter of Côte d’Ivoire, we should announce that the Department of Public Information has issued an updated background note on UN peacekeeping operations, which now includes the new mission there, as well as updated figures on personnel and the financing of peacekeeping.  Copies are available upstairs.

**Afghanistan

The UN Mission in Afghanistan said that Maimana, the capital of the northern province of Faryab, continues to be calm, and there are no reports of incidents or unrest in the entire province.  Some 600 soldiers of the Afghan National Army are currently deployed in Maimana.  Also, on Tuesday, the suspension of UN road movements in the province was lifted, except in two districts.

We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul, which also mentions Special Representative Jean Arnault’s three-day visit to Islamabad, Pakistan.

**Liberia

The disarmament, demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration process has begun smoothly today in Gbarnga, Bong County in Liberia for ex-combatants of the LURD, or the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy.

Approximately 254 LURD ex-combatants have surrendered their weapons in Gbarnga today and are now at the cantonment site for demobilization.  Disarmament has been completed for today.  It will resume tomorrow morning with a new intake of approximately 250.  They will stay for one week in the cantonment site before they are discharged.

No security incidents have been reported so far.  The exercise went very smoothly today, with the ex-combatants cooperating well with United Nations peacekeepers on the ground.  We expect a press release to be issued by the UN Mission in Liberia shortly on this.

**China

Meanwhile, three fact-finding experts of the UN Commission on Human Rights yesterday expressed their deep concern about the situation of Tenzin Deleg Rinpoche, a prominent Lama who had been sentenced to death by the authorities in China.  They also voiced concerns about alleged lapses during the trial proceedings against him.  We have a press release upstairs with more details.

**United Nations –- Sustainable Coffee

And finally, the United Nations often talks about the need for adopting sustainable agricultural practices around the world –- well, we’re also doing something about it closer to home.  From this week onwards, the United Nations is serving sustainably-grown coffee in its cafeterias here at Headquarters.  The coffee has been certified by the Rainforest Alliance, which means it’s been produced in conditions which take into account the environment and workers’ needs.

We’re told it also tastes better, so enjoy your coffee!

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow

Our guest tomorrow will be Under-Secretary-General Anwarul Chowdhury, Secretary-General of the Mauritius International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.

Mr. Chowdhury will update you on the preparatory negotiations on small islands that are being held this week and will answer questions about that conference.

And that’s all I have for you today.  Before we turn to our guest, anybody have questions for me?

**Questions and Answers

Question:  The Secretary-General was informed about the Italian hostage killed in Iraq.  Is there any reaction?

Associate Spokesperson:  We do have a reaction to that.  The Secretary-General is deeply dismayed by the gruesome killing of one of the Italian hostages last night, as well as the murder of an Iranian diplomat in Baghdad this morning.  He strongly condemns these senseless crimes, and would like to express his condolences to the bereaved families and to the Italian and Iranian Governments.

The Secretary-General stresses that the taking of hostages violates international humanitarian law and human rights norms.  He wishes to use this opportunity to reiterate his call for the release of all those abducted and to end all violations of international humanitarian law.

We have copies of this available upstairs for you.

Question:  I have a question concerning the Secretary-General’s reaction on the Palestinian-Israeli issue.  There’s an article entitled, “Annan slams Bush for ignoring Palestinians”.  It says Mr. Annan criticized Mr. Bush Wednesday for ignoring the Palestinian’s wishes and implicitly recognizing Israel’s claim to some West Bank settlements.  It says the United Nations spokesman says the U.S. policy shift seems to circumvent negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians.  Could you clarify the Secretary-General’s position?

Associate Spokesperson:  Yes, we -- in response to two questions -- did respond last evening to the journalists who were asking about the Secretary-General’s reaction to that subject.  This is what we gave in response.

The Secretary-General welcomes the possibility of an Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip.  He continues to believe that such a withdrawal should be complete and represent the end of the Israeli occupation of Gaza.  He hopes that such a step would spark the renewal of the Quartet’s Road Map to peace.

We also, in response to further questions, said the Secretary-General reiterates his position that final status issues should be determined in negotiations between the parties based on relevant Security Council resolutions.  He strongly believes that they should refrain from taking any steps that would prejudice or pre-empt the outcome of such talks.

We can make that available to you as well.

Question:  Do you know when Mr. Brahimi will come back and how long he will stay in Iran?  And second question, do you know when the “oil-for-food” panel will be announced?

Associate Spokesperson:  On your first question about Mr. Brahimi, as I just mentioned, he just left Basra.  He arrived in Kuwait shortly after 11 this morning.  We expect him be in New York, as I mentioned yesterday, towards the end of the month, which is the last week of April.

On the “oil-for-food” panel, as you know, the Secretary-General said that he had hoped to have this announcement before the end of the week.  So we’re working on that.

If there are no more questions, I would like to turn the floor over to our guest today, Mr. Brende of Norway.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "Dead" ��Navhind Times - Dead Zones Threaten Marine Life�


� HYPERLINK "Corn" ��Inter Press Service News Agency - ENVIRONMENT:Transgenic Corn Growing in Mesoamerica�


� HYPERLINK "Year" ��Mmegi News (Botswana) - Second ‘State of Environment’ report on cards this year�


� HYPERLINK "ozone" ��EMS - Montreal 2 April 2004 – 44 developing countries receive additional funds to protect the ozone layer�
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