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Roundup: UNEP, Athens try to kick cigarette butts out of Olympics


Even though all venues at the 2004 Olympic Games have been declared smoke-free, organizers and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) on Saturday started distributing some 40,000 portable paper ashtrays to the journalists.

As the competition began in the Athens games, scheduled for Aug. 13-29, many of the 10,000 representatives of the international media will certainly feel the need to escape the International Broadcast Center or the Main Press Center for a smoke.

The Nairobi-based UNEP and the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) wanted to make sure that the journalists too are targeted in the large public awareness campaign on the environment currently under way in Greece, according to the UN agency.

&quotCigarette smoking is a major public health problem worldwide. It is also an environmental issue," UNEP Communications Director Eric Falt said in Nairobi Saturday.

&quotWe certainly don't want to be seen as promoting smoking, but since we know it is not possible to stop all journalists from lighting up, we would like to make sure they do so in a way that will be less detrimental to the environment," he said.

Statistics show every year an estimated 4.5 trillion cigarette butts are discarded. The residue in a cigarette filter contains a cocktail of toxic chemicals which generally find their way into the water supply, and eventually the seas and oceans, once the butt is discarded.

Cigarette butts contain thousands of compounds that can pollute the environment and are commonly found in the stomachs of birds, sea turtles and other marine creatures.

They are also a persistent problem for parents of very young children who are often tempted to put them in their mouths.

The paper ashtrays, made of a lightly laminated but biodegradable paper, form the shape of a green cone once being opened. They have a small hole at the bottom to allow smaller particles of ash to escape, and can be covered by a lid bearing the slogan &quotThink Clean and Green."

Conceived by Greek inventor Costas Donos, the ashtray campaign was developed by the Department of Environment of the ATHOC as a public information tool for a target audience particularly prone to smoking.

Obviously, this little gadget is a means to collect cigarette butts and other small litter, and therefore assist the citizens to behave in an ecologically friendly manner, the UNEP said.

While recognizing that the ashtrays themselves could contribute to the generation of waste, the inventor said he wanted to raise awareness among smokers and invite them to at least properly dispose of their cigarette butts, thus contributing to the protection of the environment.

Since the 1988 Calgary Winter Olympics, the International Olympic Committee and the World Health Organization have collaborated to ensure that the Olympic Games are smoke-free.

As part of its &quotSport and the Environment Program," the UNEP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the ATHOC on June 3, 2004 to collaborate on a series of environmental awareness raising activities throughout the 2004

News 24.com

Kick the habit - with an ashtray 
Journalists are being urged to give up smoking at the Athens Olympics -ironically with the help of 40 000 disposable ashtrays being distributed to the media "army" covering the Games. 

The cone-shaped ashtrays, made of biodegradable paper, can be covered by a lid bearing the slogan "Think Clean and Green". 

UNEP says the chemicals in cigarettes can pollute the environment and are commonly found in the stomachs of birds, sea turtles and other marine life. 

"We certainly don't want to be seen as promoting smoking, but since we know it is not possible to stop all journalists from lighting up, we would like to make sure they do so in a way that will be less detrimental to the environment," UNEP's Communications Director Eric Falt said. (AFP) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deutsche-Welle.com

No "Green" Medals for Athens
Greece promised to make Athens 2004 the greenest Olympics ever, but environmental groups have already given the Athens Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) failing grades when it comes to protecting nature. 

Athens won't be winning any green medals for its performance at the Olympics, according to the non-governmental organization (NGO) Greenpeace. Its report called "How Green are the Games" states that "green energy is the most striking failure for the Athens Olympics." 

"For a country that markets itself as a country of endless sunshine, solar energy for the Games shouldn't be so difficult. But green energy at the Games is close to zero," the Greenpeace report said, adding that Athens represents a step backwards from Sydney 2000, where the solar powered Olympic Village became the world's largest solar suburb. It was later sold as public housing. 

"Utilization of solar energy in construction and maintenance, PVC phase out, development of car-free zones and saving of heritage sites from construction perils were key take homes from the Sydney Olympics. But no attempt was made by ATHOC to understand or learn from experiences at Sydney," said Shailendra Yashwant, international campaigns director at Greenpeace. 
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The World Wildlife Fund was equally critical in the run-up to the Games, issuing a scorecard that failed Athens organizers in almost every category. 

"Greece must now move forward and look at what can be done to reverse the environmental impacts the day after the Games," said Demetres Karavellas, the WWF's director in Greece. 

Wetlands protection 

One of the most controversial issues is the development of the Schinias wetland and coastal forest into a venue to host the rowing and canoeing competitions. Environmental NGO's argues that the Schinias wetland is one of the few left in the region, and should be protected. 

The WWF accused the International Olympic Committee (IOC) of indifference, saying it failed to hold ATHOC to its environmental promises. Even the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) lamented that environmental promises for the Athens Olympics had "fallen short." 

The IOC has insisted that respect for the environment was a priority in preparing for the Games. 

"We've worked closely with the Athens Organizing Committee to ensure environmental protection measures were considered right from the start," said IOC spokeswoman Giselle Davies. 

Environment-friendly features 

ATHOC has said that while it pressed contractors to include environmentally friendly features in all the sports venues, it could not force them to do so. ATHOC also pointed to its green successes, which include measures such as creating more public transportation, planting a million large bushes and almost 300,000 trees, placing recycling bins at venues, and using organic pesticide against mosquitoes. 

UNEP is working with ATHOC on a series of public awareness activities such as an anti-littering campaign, so that at least visitors at the Games will be reminded of the need to protect the environment. 

"Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilization," said UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Töpfer. "In those early Games, victors were crowned with an olive wreath. The olive wreath remains an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish." 

DW staff (dc) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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13 August 2004

UN calls on Olympics to inspire commitment to preserving nature
The United Nations environmental agency has called for the Olympic Games to serve as a source of inspiration for an international recommitment to preserving nature. 

"Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek civilization. In those early Games victors were crowned with an olive wreath. The olive wreath remains an Olympic symbol to this day, a reminder of the precious link between humankind and the natural environment that we must learn to better preserve and cherish," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfor. 

As part of its Sport and the Environment programme, UNEP signed a memorandum of understanding with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organising Committee (ATHOC) in June to implement a series of public awareness activities. An anti littering campaign, co-signed by UNEP and ATHOC is being broadcast on Greek television and brochures underlining the connection between sport and the environment are being distributed at all venues. 

ATHOC will also prepare a compilation of environmental challenges and achievements of the 2004 Olympics, offering a detailed account of the environmental perspective of all aspects of the games, including assessments of the venues. 

Greenpeace recently branded the Athens Olympics a "bad environmental joke" and said it was not meeting its environmental commitments (see related story). 

In recent years the environment has gained prominence within the Olympic movement and is officially recognised as the third dimension of Olympism along with sport and culture. Environmental issues are now an important part of the review process of Olympic bids. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

USIA NEWS

 12 August 2004                                                             

 Environment is a Player at the 2004 Olympic Games, U.N. Says               

 Athens locale recalls ancient Greek respect for nature                     

 The environment has gained increased visibility in the Olympic movement, according to a statement from the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) as the Athens 2004 Olympic Games prepare to open August 13 in Greece.             

 "The return of the Olympic Games to Athens, where they originated some  2000 years ago, has sparked renewed interest in the historic reality of   the competition," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in an August  10 statement. "Respect for nature was a feature of ancient Greek  

 civilization."                                                             

 Underscoring the link between environmentalism and sport, Toepfer notes  the International Olympic Committee's (IOC) official recognition of the  environment as the third dimension of Olympism (the philosophy behind the Olympics) after sport and culture, and the IOC's emphasis on environmental 

 issues as an important part of the Olympic bid review process.             

 As part of its Sport and the Environment Programme, UNEP signed a  Memorandum of Understanding with the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing  Committee (ATHOC) in June to implement a series of public awareness        

 activities during the course of the August 13-29 games.                    

 An antilittering campaign, cosigned by UNEP and ATHOC, is being broadcast  on Greek television and will continue in various forms throughout th   games. Brochures that highlight the link between sport and the environment  will be distributed at all venues.                                         

 UNEP is also working with the Athens Environmental Foundation, a       

 nongovernmental organization based in Greece and the United States, on awareness and education programs related to sport and the environment for this year's Summer Olympics.                                               

 Information about the UNEP is available at http://www.unep.org/            

 Information about the Athens 2004 Olympic Games is available at  http://www.olympic.org/                                                    

 Text of the UNEP press release follows:                                    

 (begin text)                                                               

 United Nations Environment Programme                                       

 UNEP News Release 2004/37                                                  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial Times (London, England)
August 16, 2004 Monday 
London Edition 1


Clean air congress London hosts the World Clean Air and Environment Protection congress (to August 27). On the agenda is: interaction of climate change and air pollution; air pollution assessment and management; energy, resource efficiency and waste; and transport and environment in cities. Ken Livingstone, London's mayor, will address delegates. Other speakers include Rajendra Pachauri, chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change; Klaus Topfer, director, United Nations Environment Programme; Mario Molina, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; and Jon Ayres, University of Aberdeen Medical School.
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LaBolsa.com

RSC.- El PNUMA confía en que Atenas 2004 sea "una inspiración internacional para la preservación del Medio Ambiente".

MADRID, 13 (EUROPA PRESS)
13 de agosto de 2004, 16:42 
El Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), ha expresado su deseo de que los Juegos Olímpicos de Atenas 2004, cuya inauguración oficial tendrá lugar hoy en la capital griega, "se conviertan en una inspiración a nivel internacional y ejemplo para la preservación del Medio Ambiente y el futuro del planeta".

"El respeto por la naturaleza siempre ha sido un rasgo que ha caracterizado a la antigua civilización griega", ahora que los Juegos vuelven a la ciudad originaria en la que se crearon hace 2.500 años, recordó el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, añadiendo que "los juegos modernos comenzaron el Atenas en 1896".

Desde entonces y hasta los actuales Juegos los vencedores son coronados con las hojas de olivo que simbolizan, no sólo la victoria, sino "la alianza entre la Humanidad y la naturaleza", lo que nos enseñar que debe preservarse", destacó.

Desde el pasado mes de junio PNUMA comenzó a organizar una serie de actividades públicas para fomentar la concienciación medioambiental de cara al próximo comienzo de los Juegos, en colaboración con el Comité Organizador de los Juegos (ATHOC), que contó además con la colaboración de la televisión griega y que continuará de diferentes formas durante el desarrollo de éstos.

En este sentido, ATHOC ha estado también de acuerdo en la preparación de un informe sobre 'Logros y desafíos ambientales' para los Juegos Olímpicos de 2004. El informe dará información detallada sobre las perspectivas medioambientales y otros aspectos de los Juegos Olímpicos, incluyendo evaluaciones específicas para diversos lugares.

En los últimos años, el Medio Ambiente ha sido fomentado por el movimiento olímpico y el interés por él ha sido oficialmente reconocido por el Comité Olímpico Internacional (COI) como la tercera dimensión más importante de los Juegos después del deporte y de la cultura,según recordó PNUMA. Por ello, las cuestiones ambientales "son ahora una parte importante del proceso de revisión de ofertas Olímpicas", aclaró.

"Es importante que los Juegos de 2004 pongan la base para una discusión más amplia sobre la lógica integración entre las consideraciones ambientales y deportivas para futuros Juegos", según señaló Toepfer. "Tenemos la esperanza de que estas evaluaciones serán un instrumento valioso para otras ciudades anfitrionas de los Juegos Olímpicos", aseguró.

Los Juegos en Atenas "deberían estimular el esfuerzo de otros países para hacer más por asegurar que son organizados de un modo ecológico y de forma que el Medio Ambiente realmente sea visto como el tercer pilar de las Olimpiadas", concluyó Toepfer.
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Angola Press

Le PNUE invite à la préservation de la nature aux JO
New York, ONU, 13/08 - Pour le Programme des Nations Unies pour l`environnement (PNUE), les Jeux Olympiques, qui s`ouvrent cette semaine à Athènes, en Grèce, devraient être une source d`inspiration pour un engagement international renouvelé envers la cause de la préservation de la nature.

"Le respect de la nature était un trait caractéristique de la civilisation de la Grèce antique, a souligné le directeur exécutif du PNUE Klaus Toepfer, évoquant le retour des Jeux dans le pays où ils ont vu le jour il y a plus de 2.500 ans.

Les premiers Jeux Olympiques modernes ont eu lieu en 1896 à Athènes.

"Lors des premiers Jeux, les vainqueurs recevaient une couronne d`olivier. Cette couronne d`olivier est resté le symbole olympique jusqu`à nos jours, une réminiscence de la relation précieuse entre le genre humain et l`environnement naturel que nous devons apprendre à mieux protéger et chérir", a ajouté M. Toepfer.

Dans le cadre de son Programme Sport et Environnement, le PNUE a signé en juin un protocole d`accord avec le Comité d`organisation des Jeux Olympiques d`Athènes 2004 (ATHOC) pour une série d`activités de sensibilisation du public.

Une campagne pour la propreté lancée par le PNUE et l`ATHOC est actuellement diffusée à la télévision grecque et va se poursuivre sous diverses formes pendant toute la durée des Jeux.

Des brochures seront aussi distribuées dans tous les endroits où se dérouleront les Jeux pour souligner la relation entre le sport et l`environnement.

L`ATHOC a également accepté de dresser une liste des "Défis et Réalisations en matière d`environnement" des Jeux Olympiques 2004, afin d`offrir un compte-rendu détaillé des perspectives écologiques de tous les aspects des Jeux - incluant des évaluations spécifiques pour les divers sites.

Ces dernières années l`environnement a pris une importance accrue au sein du Mouvement Olympique et est officiellement reconnu par le Comité international olympique (CIO) comme la troisième dimension de l`olympisme, avec le sport et la culture. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Navhind Times

Restoring ‘Garden of Eden’ 
THE United Nations recently announced a $11-million project to help restore the marshlands of Southern Iraq, considered by some to be the site of the Biblical garden of Eden, after they were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein.The project, funded by Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, safe drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the 5,000-yr-old civilisation of the Babylonians and Sumerians, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said.

In 2001, the UNEP released satellite images showing that 90 per cent of these fabled wetlands, home to rare and unique species like the Sacred Ibis and African darter, and a spawning ground for fisheries, had been lost. Further studies released in 2003 showed that an additional 3 per cent, or 325 sq kilometres, had gone. Experts feared that the entire wetlands could disappear entirely by 2008.

The marshlands of Mesopotamia constitute the largest wetland ecosystem in the West Asia and Western Eurasia and are widely considered to be culturally significant. The UNEP executive director, Mr Klaus Toepfer said the agency has long been documenting their destruction and alerting the world to their demise. “I am, therefore, delighted that the Japanese government has stepped in to support a new beginning for the Marshlands and the Marsh Arabs,” he said.

With the collapse of the farmer regime in mid-2003, local residents began opening floodgates and breaching embankments to bring water back into the marshlands. Satellite images indicate that by April this year around a fifth, or 3,000 sq km, had been re-flooded. The challenge now is to restore the environment and provide clean water and sanitation services upto 85,000 people living there.

The new project will initially target around a dozen settlements with small-scale water treatment systems, some of which are likely to be solar-powered. Reed beeds and other marshland habitats that act as natural water-filtration systems will be restored, benefiting not only local residents but also providing new habitats foe birds and other key wildlife. —UN Newletter

The Age - Australia

Life on the brink
August 11, 2004
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The orangutan, an endangered species.
Picture:Jason South
Related

· Animals in danger
As the human population explodes, other species are running out of food and space. Tim Radford reports.

Chimpanzees in the tropical rainforest of Ivory Coast are being killed by an anthrax epidemic. But as terrible as the outbreak, it is only the latest in a series of threats to the great apes. An ebola epidemic is believed to have killed more than half the chimpanzees and gorillas in large areas of central Africa. The most urgent threat, however, comes from humans. 

Last month Klaus Topfer, the director-general of the UN environment program, wrote to the governments of Uganda, Rwanda and Congo, warning that according to satellite studies, the Virunga National Park was being colonised by farmers at the rate of two square kilometres a day. The park is home to half of the world’s population of mountain gorillas. There are only 700 left. 

A week later, Marcel Cardillo — a scientist at Imperial College, London — raised the same problem in a different way. He plotted the density of human populations in Africa and predicted that many African carnivores would be endangered or extinct by 2030. 

There are six species of great ape: two species of chimpanzee, two of gorilla and two of orang-utan. All are now endangered. All could face extinction in the wild within a few generations. In contrast human numbers have now passed 6 billion and are growing at the rate of 212,000 souls every day. 

Advertisement [image: image29.png]


Advertisement 

Each human needs roughly two hectares of land to provide food, water, shelter, fibre, currency, fuel, medicine and a rubbish tip to sustain a lifespan. So the more land humans take, the less that is available for all other mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians. To put it another way, 6 billion humans would gross up to 100 million tonnes. 

If you could put all the world's wild mammals — from voles to elephants — into the scales they would probably not reach 10 million tonnes. Accordingly, humans and their livestock now consume 40 per cent of the planet's primary production, while the planet's other 7 million species must scramble for the rest. No other single species on the planet — except possibly some termites and the Antarctic krill — can match human numbers. 

People are having such an impact: we are sharply reducing the numbers of other things and very quickly you can go from large numbers to nothing.

And yet, if humans were simply another species of primate — and, 200,000 years ago on the plains of Africa, humans were just that — their numbers would no more than match those of the chimpanzees. If you plot the logarithm of the body sizes of mammals against the log of the population density, you get an inverse relationship that says, quite simply, that bigger animals occur at lower densities than small ones. There are many more mice than there are elephants. 

"It's not rocket science, but the fact that it is so bloody regular across a wide range of species is itself quite remarkable," says John Lawton, the head of the Natural Environment Research Council in Swindon, south-west England. There is scatter on the graph: there are always, for instance, more herbivores than carnivores; more prey than predators. A leopard and a gazelle are about the same mass but gazelles probably outnumber leopards by 100 to one. Even so, the rule holds true, except for humans. If there is a biological rule about population size, humans have broken it. How did we do it? 

The answer is fossil fuel. "We sustain our society and our population density and are able to live in places at densities that are actually unsustainable without an energy subsidy," Lawton says. 

"And what that allows us to do is grow food, because our crop production is oil-powered; we rely hugely on fossil fuel to grow food, over huge areas of the world . . . modern farming uses fossil fuel to increase hugely the efficiency with which an individual farmer can produce food for thousands of people. We are therefore able to use this fossil fuel subsidy to destroy the habitats of most of the other creatures on the planet." 

Andrew Purvis, an Imperial College conservation biologist at Silwood Park near Ascot in south-east England, believes that humans and the African great apes must once have coexisted in comparable numbers: in hundreds of thousands, or millions. 

"We would have made our living in roughly the same way, in roughly the same part of the world, so I would imagine we would have had broadly similar numbers," he says. But humans cheated. 

"Other species generally have their numbers limited by competitors, predators, parasites and pathogens . . . Any competitors, we get rid of those pretty quickly, even if they are just competing with things like crop plants, or our livestock, or our golf courses. We are also doing things to eliminate parasites and pathogens." 

There are biological rules which predict that small animals will have faster metabolisms than bigger animals — they will live faster and die younger — and rules that link body size, abundance and species number in birds. From these rules, biologists can get a rough idea of the probable "natural" population of a species. But there are always other factors to consider. In the great struggle for survival, it helps to be a generalist rather than a specialist. So chimps that eat meat and fruit will always be more numerous than pandas that survive on bamboo shoots. 

Scarcity of food, adverse weather conditions and life on a small island can make other creatures vulnerable. Most threatened are big creatures that need large ranges, and have small litters and long gestation periods. That includes the big carnivores and the great apes. So the tiger population has fallen to (at the highest estimate) 8000. There could be only 23,000 lions left in the wild in Africa — less, say some experts. One-eighth of all the world's 10,000-or-so bird species is at risk. One-quarter of all the mammal species are endangered to some degree: 30 species of mammal are down to their last 1000 individuals. The most poignant victims could be humanity's closest relatives. 

"All the great apes are endangered," says Lera Miles, of the UN world conservation monitoring unit in Cambridge, "but some are more endangered than others". For example, Gorilla beringei, the mountain gorilla, numbers between 650 and 700 while Pan troglodytes, the more familiar chimpanzee, are in a healthier state: estimates range from 172,700 to almost 300,000. 

But the totals are not the important thing. "It's not how many there are, it's the rate of change and direction of change that matters. You can have as many of the things as you like, but if you are losing 5 per cent a year, or 10 per cent, then pretty quickly it can be an unsustainably small population," says Purvis. 

"Quite a lot of species have survived, and survived for very long periods, in quite small numbers. The difficulty is that people are having such an impact: we are sharply reducing the numbers of other things and very quickly you can go from large numbers to nothing. So it is worth sounding alarm bells based on the rate of decline." 
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Élimination du plomb dans l'essence : respecter l'échéance de décembre 2005 
Le Soleil (Dakar) 
ACTUALITÉS
13 Août 2004 
Publié sur le web le 13 Août 2004 

By Ablaye Thiam - F. SAMBE - Assane Sine (Stagiaire)
Dans le cadre de l'initiative mondiale sur la qualité de l'air menée par l'institut de la Banque mondiale, s'était tenu à Dakar au Sénégal, la première " Conférence régionale sur l'élimination du plomb dans l'essence " qui a regroupé du 26 au 28 juin 2001 l'ensemble des pays d'Afrique sub-saharienne autour de la problématique de la pollution urbaine. 

La Déclaration de Dakar, les plans d'action subséquents et les engagements pris à Nairobi en 2004 (Dakar 2) nous font obligation d'arriver à l'élimination du plomb dans l'essence d'ici décembre 2005. Un défi que le Sénégal veut relever, à travers une série de mesures dont la limitation de l'âge des véhicules importés et les chantiers du Pamu ouverts par le gouvernement. Mais 

Le constat est unanime d'une aggravation des niveaux de pollution atmosphérique en raison, notamment, du nombre élevés de véhicules qui fonctionnent encore à l'essence contenant du plomb. Ainsi, en phase avec les préoccupations de l'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS) qui a fixé des maxima et du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (Pnue), la rencontre de Dakar sous l'égide la Banque mondiale avait regroupé, du 26 au 28 juin 2001au Sénégal, des experts du secteur public et privé, des professionnels des transports et de l'industrie pétrolière et automobile et des organisations non gouvernementales. Les bailleurs de fonds étaient également de la partie, dont la coopération belge, la coopération norvégienne et l'USAID qui ont soutenu le projet connu sous le nom de Dakar 1. A l'issue des travaux qui ont porté essentiellement sur la nécessaire sensibilisation des autorités, des décideurs et des principaux concernés, sur l'environnement institutionnel à mettre en place et sur les questions techniques à régler, les participants ont adopté une Déclaration de Dakar par laquelle ils ont convenu d'un certains nombre de mesures à prendre aux plans local, sous-régional et régional. Les pays d'Afrique sub-saharienne ont également mis en place un réseau devant assurer le suivi de ces décisions. Ils s'étaient auparavant penchés sur les différentes études qui ont permis de cerner les risques sanitaires et environnementaux (voir par ailleurs) liés aux émissions des gaz d'échappement dans les villes africaines affectées par une urbanisation et une motorisation croissantes. Les participants avaient passé en revue les résultats des études menées dans les villes d'Afrique sub-saharienne qui démontrent ses effets pernicieux et débilitants sur les populations, en particulier les enfants et les femmes. A travers la Déclaration de Dakar, ils retenaient le principe d'élimination progressive du plomb dont le suivi est assuré par un réseau d'experts africains intégré à l'initiative sur la qualité de l'air. Le réseau «AfricaClean» devrait permettre de poursuivre les échanges tout en favorisant l'interdisciplinarité. C'est ainsi que s'était tenu «Dakar 2» à Nairobi au Kenya en 2004, qui a permis de faire l'état des lieux quant aux programmes nationaux. Il a été arrêté que les pays d'Afrique sub-saharienne devront avoir atteint l'élimination totale en décembre 2005. Pour ce faire, au Sénégal, ce nouveau cadre de travail est pris en charge par le Conseil exécutif des transports urbains de Dakar (Cetud) à travers son Programme d'amélioration de la mobilité urbaine (PAMU) qui intègre une composante qualité de l'air (voir par ailleurs). Pour autant, avec les retards pris dans le démarrage du projet, des inquiétudes sont notées çà et là quant à la possibilité de respecter les engagements pris d'ici à fin 2005. FARA SAMBE 

PAROLES d'EXPERTS : Des progrès déjà enregistrés au Sénégal 

La raison de l'élimination du plomb de l'essence, aux yeux de l'expert Ibrahima Sow, est bien simple. Reconnu comme l'un des grands spécialistes dans ce domaine, M.Sow a eu à participer à différentes rencontres allant dans ce sens. Il a pris part à des ateliers de la Banque Mondiale et du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (Pnue). 

Il s'agit pour notre interlocuteur de sauvegarder la santé des populations pour une meilleure qualité de vie. Le plomb de l'essence est un métal lourd, toxique et dangereux pour la santé des cibles vulnérables que sont les femmes et les enfants. 

Selon l'expert sénégalais, il a été découvert depuis plusieurs années que ce métal lourd est dangereux pour l'homme. Plusieurs études ont été menées à travers le monde sur le plomb de l'essence et parmi elles, on peut retenir celles de l'éminent Professeur de Toxicologie Amadou Diouf du Sénégal. Ce dernier dirige un réseau appelé «Africa Clean» qui mène beaucoup de recherches dans ce domaine. 

Face à cette situation, notre pays n'est pas en reste avec un décret pris pour l'application de nouvelles mesures visant l'élimination du plomb d'ici décembre 2005. À travers le monde, les experts ont fait des découvertes pour demander le remplacement ou l'élimination du plomb de l'essence. C'est ainsi que la communauté internationale saisie a adhéré à ce projet. 

L'expert Ibrahima Sow a indiqué que dans plusieurs pays d'Europe, des Amériques et une partie de l'Asie, le plomb a été éliminé de l'essence pour protéger la santé des populations. «En 2001, une conférence de la Banque Mondiale avec l'appui du PNUE s'est tenue au Sénégal avec comme objectif principal de voir les modalités d'élimination du plomb», explique M.Sow. Il a ajouté que la Banque Mondiale avait mis en place un programme pour sensibiliser les populations, les gouvernements et les compagnies pétrolières pour une meilleure compréhension des dangers. 

LE MANGANESE A LA PLACE DU PLOMB 

Cet atelier de Dakar avait débouché sur une déclaration dite de «Dakar 1» qui avait demandé aux pays subsahariens à s'engager dans un programme pour les mesures à prendre au plan institutionnel. D'après M.Sow, il s'agissait de sensibiliser les gouvernants sur les actes administratifs (décrets, arrêtés, circulaires et autres) et les mesures techniques nécessaires pour faire face à cette nouvelle donne. Le Sénégal, précise M.Ibrahima Sow, avait répondu à cette demande avec l'engagement d'investir sur les équipements techniques de la société africaine de Raffinage (Sar) pour qu'elle soit plus apte à réagir. 

En Afrique, souligne-t-il, il est question de changer l'additif avec l'utilisation à la place du plomb d'un composé à base de manganèse appelé «Mmt». Chez nous, en attendant l'application du décret qui fixe la nouvelle mesure en décembre 2005, il y a une réduction graduelle du taux du plomb de l'essence en 2004 jusqu'à 0,04 % avec l'ajout du «Mmt». Sur le cas du pays voisin qui est la Mauritanie, l'expert déclare qu'il y a moins de difficultés, car il n'existe pas de raffinerie sur place. Il a rappelé qu'il a trois mois, la réunion de «Dakar 2», à Nairobi, au Kenya, a fait l'évaluation des progrès enregistrés dans certains pays du continent dont le nôtre. 

Ce programme, souligne-t-il, entre dans un projet global de lutte contre la pollution atmosphérique dans nos pays respectifs. 

Pour le Sénégal, des cas d'asthme, de maladies respiratoires causées par l'utilisation des carburants et la forte présence de vieux véhicules, notamment au niveau des transports publics, sont fréquemment notés. Le ministère de l'Environnement et de la Protection de la Nature suit bien ce dossier sur la pollution atmosphérique avec notamment son implication dans le cadre du Programme d'Amélioration de la Mobilité Urbaine (Pamu) sous l'égide du Conseil exécutif des transports urbains de Dakar (Cetud). 

Il est prévu dans ce cadre la mise en place d'une composante qualité de l'air et des centres de visites techniques réservés aux véhicules. 

Des effets pernicieux pour la santé et l'environnement 

Les études sur les risques sanitaires et environnementaux de l'exposition au plomb sont édifiantes. En effet, d'après le document de la Banque mondiale portant compte rendu de la réunion «Dakar 1», l'exposition au plomb «affecte le développement mental et physique des enfants». On y apprend ainsi qu'elle participerait à des baisses du quotient intellectuel (QI), alors que d'autres effets au plan biologique sont décrits selon le niveau et la durée de l'exposition. Ces quasi-certitudes montrent déjà amplement le bien fondé de la décision de «Dakar 1 et 2» pour l'élimination du plomb dans l'essence. Mais on note également des incidences pernicieuses sur la vélocité de la transmission des nerfs périphériques, sur la tenson artérielle, le fonctionnement rénal, sur la grossesse, etc. A cela s'ajoute les effets nocifs sur le milieu et les organismes aquatiques, avec des résultats probants sur les poissons, les crapauds et les plantes. Les effets constatés dans les ruisseaux proches des autoroutes, sur les oiseaux dans les estuaires proches des plants industriels ainsi que le constat de morts massives d'oiseaux sont autant de raisons supplémentaires pour mettre tout en oeuvre dans la prévention d'une croissance de la teneur en plomb des sols et de l'air. L'initiative qualité de l'air s'inscrit dans cette optique. 

Le rôle du PAMU 

Sur financement IDA (Banque mondiale), du Fonds nordique pour le développement et de l'Agence française de développement, le Conseil exécutif des transports urbains de Dakar (Cetud) a lancé le Programme d'amélioration de la mobilité urbaine (PAMU) qui doit s'achever en 2005. Le Pamu a plusieurs composantes dont le renforcement des capacités par la professionnalisation des chauffeurs et des transporteurs, la construction de voiries urbaines (y compris des échangeurs et l'aménagement de carrefours dans les points de cisaillement), pour améliorer la fluidité du trafic, et la mise en place d'unités de contrôle de la qualité de l'air. Cette dernière composante se décline en deux phases, la première concernant le renouvellement du parc des cars rapides et des Ndiaga Ndiaye. La vétusté du parc automobile étant un facteur déterminant de la pollution, le gouvernement du Sénégal a aussi décidé de limiter l'âge des véhicules admis à l'importation, alors que la nouvelle usine de montage de bus de marque «Tata» à Thiès (Senbus Industries) devrait livrer près de 600 minicars pour remplacer les cars de transports aujourd'hui dépassés. Mais la mesure la plus hardie concerne la mise en place de centres de contrôle technique qui condamneraient à la casse les véhicules ne répondant pas aux normes. Un laboratoire de contrôle de la qualité de l'air est aussi prévu pour boucler la boucle. Avec cette opération lancée il y a deux semaines, en commençant par le désencombrement des emprises de la voie publique, Dakar devrait mieux respirer dès 2005. 

Ce que dit la loi 

Selon le Code de l'Environnement voté en 2001, en son article L44, «les substances chimiques nocives et dangereuses qui, en raison de leur toxicité, de leur radioactivité, de leur pouvoir de destruction dans l'environnement ou de leur concentration dans les chaînes biologiques, présentent ou sont susceptibles de présenter un danger pour l'homme, le milieu naturel ou son environnement lorsqu'elles sont produites, importées sur le territoire national ou évacuées dans le milieu, sont soumises au contrôle et à la surveillance des services compétents». 

L'article L 45 pour sa part indique qu'une commission nationale de gestion des produits chimiques est fixée par arrêté du ministre de l'Environnement et a pour tâche de contrôler et de surveiller l'importation, l'utilisation et les mouvements des substances chimiques, nocives et dangereuses à maintenir. Ainsi, un arrêté interministériel réglemente et fixe les informations que doivent fournir les fabricants et importateurs de substances chimiques destinées à la commercialisation et relatives à la composition des préparations mises sur le marché, leur volume commercialisé et leurs effets potentiels vis-à-vis de l'homme et de son environnement. Cet arrêté fixe également les conditions, le mode, l'itinéraire et le calendrier de transport, de même que toutes prescriptions relatives au conditionnement et à la commercialisation des substances susvisées. 

S'agissant de la pollution de l'air et des odeurs incommodantes, l'article L 76 souligne que «sont soumises aux dispositions de la présente loi et des règlements pris pour son application les pollutions de l'air ou les odeurs qui incommodent les populations, compromettent la santé ou la sécurité publique, nuisent à la production agricole, à la conservation des constructions et monuments ou caractères des sites et des écosystèmes naturels». 

Pour l'intérêt des populations, l'Etat peut prendre des prescriptions générales tendant à renforcer le dispositif de lutte contre la pollution de l'air. 

Les véhicules sont visés par l'article L 78 qui dit qu'afin d'éviter la pollution atmosphérique, les immeubles, établissements agricoles, industriels, commerciaux ou artisanaux, les véhicules ou autres objets mobiliers possédés, exploités ou détenus par toute personne physique ou morale, sont construits, exploités ou utilisés de manière à satisfaire aux normes techniques en vigueur ou prises en application de la présente loi. Diverses amendes sont prévues par le code, de même des poursuites judiciaires. 

Conducteurs et pompistes unanimes 

Le plomb de l'essence est dangereux pour la santé. Les autorités du pays en sont bien conscients et ont décidé dans le cadre du PAMU de procéder à son élimination et son remplacement par le manganèse. Ces mesures sont dans l'ensemble favorablement accueillies dans le milieu des pompistes et automobilistes, surtout en ce sens qu'elles sont motivées par un souci de préserver la santé des populations. La plupart d'entre eux n'étaient pourtant pas au courant de la décision, mais n'empêche qu'ils la trouvent très noble. Ansou Thior pompiste dans une station d'essence à l'autoport explique : «nous sommes les premiers à souffrir de la pollution que crée le gasoil, donc, nous ne pouvons qu'approuver cette mesure préventive». Une idée qu'il partage avec un autre pompiste du nom de Guett Diagne. Selon ce gérant d'une station d'essence «la santé n'a pas de prix». Si le plomb est nuisible, il faut tout simplement l'enrayer en le remplaçant avec un autre produit moins dangereux pour la santé quel que soit le prix, a-t-il ajouté. L'automobiliste Bathie Mbaye, quant à lui ne pense pas la même chose. L'idée d'une autre augmentation du prix de l'essence serait la catastrophe pour les chauffeurs de son genre. «Car nous allons tout bonnement garer nos bagnoles», souligne-t-il. 

Ce sont certainement ces cas de figure qui font dire à Thior qu'il sera très difficile d'éradiquer l'essence à plomb dans des pays en développement comme le nôtre. 
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The Looming Disaster 
Thomas F. Malone
Red Sky at Morning: America and the Crisis of the Global Environment. James Gustave Speth. xvi + 299 pp. Yale University Press, 2004. $24.

Drawing on his decades of experience as a distinguished leader of the environmental movement, James Gustave ("Gus") Speth has written a brilliantly insightful and extraordinarily useful book, Red Sky at Morning. (Among Speth's accomplishments are that he cofounded the Natural Resources Defense Council, chaired the U.S. Council on Environmental Quality, advised presidents Carter and Clinton on environmental issues, founded and headed the World Resources Institute, led the United Nations Development Programme and won Japan's prestigious Blue Planet Prize; he is currently dean of the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies at Yale.) The book's thesis is that there is an urgent need to mount an "Environmental Revolution."

The immediate goals of that revolution would be fourfold: to link local environmental issues with global ones; to embed environmental considerations into mainstream public policy; to commit ourselves to the notion that, as Maurice Strong (senior advisor to United Nations Secretary–General Kofi Annan) observed in Where on Earth Are We Going?, "our economic system should serve and support our social goals and human values"; and to reestablish the United States as an environmental leader.

The ultimate goal of the revolution would be the creation of a world society that is environmentally sustainable, economically equitable and peaceful. "The leadership of civil society and of the private sector will be especially important," Speth explains, noting that there must also be "a deeper change, a different way of seeing ourselves in relation to the planet on which we live." He also observes that we need "an international movement of citizens and scientists, one capable of dramatically advancing the political and personal actions needed."

Awareness of the need for such a revolution has been building for half a century. Speth cites the wisdom of the legendary Aldo Leopold, who wrote in The Sand County Almanac in 1949 that "We have ethical duties to the communities of plants and animals that evolved here with us. . . . A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, beauty, and stability of the biotic community." In 1961 Rachel Carson remarked in the opening pages of Silent Spring that "Only within the moment of time represented by the present century has one species—man—acquired significant power to alter the nature of his world." Almost two decades later, the 1980 Report of the Brandt Commission on International Development Issues warned that "chaos—as a result of mass hunger, economic disaster, environmental catastrophes, and terrorism" could be as much of a threat to social stability as war. In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and Development called for the creation of a new charter that would set forth the principles of sustainable development that were needed to maintain livelihoods and life on our shared planet. And a decade ago the world's top scientists, including a majority of Nobel laureates, stated that

we are fast approaching many of the earth's limits. Current economic practices which damage the environment, in both developed and underdeveloped nations, cannot be continued without the risk that vital global systems will be damaged beyond repair.

The Preamble to the Earth Charter, a global mission statement that was discussed during the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and released in 2001, begins as follows:

We stand at a critical moment in Earth's history, a time when humanity must choose its future . . . [which] at once holds great peril and great promise. . . . Fundamental changes are needed in our values, institutions, and ways of living. We must realize that when basic needs have been met, human development is primarily about being more, not having more.

Yet the world's governments have been slow to respond to global environmental challenges. "We have been told what the future may hold," Speth says, "but so far we seem unable to step from the path to disaster." Two decades of international environmental negotiations have resulted in framework conventions on climate, desertification, biodiversity and the Law of the Sea, but so far those treaties, agreements and protocols are not actually preventing environmental deterioration. Speth characterizes them as "weak medicine" for an ailing Mother Earth and asks why the standard convention–protocol model, which worked well to protect the ozone layer, has fared badly when applied to these bigger problems. The failure is compounded of many elements—a tendency to address symptoms rather than underlying causes; economic opposition and protection of sovereignty as political factors; weak multilateral institutions; the use of consensus–based negotiating procedures; and lack of strong leadership from wealthy, industrialized countries.

The supporting evidence for a threat to sustainability is persuasive. Speth describes two "megatrends" of environmental deterioration: increasing pollution and biological impoverishment. These have been triggered by "prodigious expansion in human populations and their production and consumption." The global population increased fourfold during the 20th century, and the average economic productivity of individuals grew fivefold; the result was a 20–fold growth in the global economy, which is expected by 2050 to quadruple in size to $140 trillion. "Ecological footprints" left on the finite natural system by the expanding human system indicate that in the 1980s human demands began to exceed the regenerative capacity of the world's air, water, land, sunlight, and plant and animal life.

Speth describes in some detail the cause of those megatrends. In the largest sense, he observes, it's our economic activity: We're "consuming nature and pouring out products and pollution."

In addition, some of us are consuming more than our share. In 2002, G. W. Yohe and I (in an article in the Journal of Knowledge Management) pointed out that 900 million individuals in 23 affluent industrialized nations today produce and consume more than 20 times the quantity of goods and services used by the 700 million individuals in the 40 least–developed countries (after taking into account differences in purchasing power). Annual gains in economic productivity (powered by energy from fossil fuels) are 50 percent higher in those affluent countries than in the least–developed ones. Moreover, this higher rate of growth builds from a level of economic production and per capita consumption that is more than 20 times greater in affluent than in developing nations. By 2050 the level of production and consumption will be more than 40 times greater in affluent than in "least–developed" nations if present demographic and productivity trends continue.

Serious inequities also exist within countries. The U.N. Development Programme's 2003 Human Development Report noted that in about a third of the countries surveyed (including Japan, the Nordic countries, and Eastern European countries), the richest 10 percent of the population enjoys 5 to 10 times as much income and consumption as the poorest 10 percent. In another third (including the United States, Italy, Germany and the United Kingdom), the richest 10 percent have 10 to 20 times as much as the poorest, and in nearly another third (including many African and Latin American countries), they have more than 20 times as much.

The annual rate of population increase is nearly six times greater in the least–developed countries than in the affluent ones. Most of the growth in world population will take place among the five billion people in the developing world, where, as Speth notes, three billion individuals "live on less than two dollars a day" and have little capacity to cope with deterioration in life–supporting ecosystems. Massive population growth in developing countries and massive production and consumption in industrialized countries are fueling economic inequity, threatening environmental sustainability, and jeopardizing social stability and peace in a world blessed with new technologies for sharing knowledge—and cursed with terrorism and weapons of mass destruction.

Speth spells out eight transitions that will be required to transform society: progress toward a stable or smaller world population, freedom from mass poverty, environmentally benign technologies, environmentally honest prices, sustainable consumption, an emphasis on knowledge and learning, good governance, and—above all—a culture and consciousness that respects nature, human rights and economic justice, and treasures peace. These transitions are central to four overarching imperatives: reduction of population growth in developing countries; restraint on economic production and conspicuous consumption in the industrialized world; development of environmentally benign sources of energy to power economic development globally; and a revolution in education that will equip individuals to become co–creators of the human future.

Innovative partnerships among disciplines and institutions (academia, business and industry, government, and civil organizations) will be required to advance these goals. The book has two appendices that can help empower its readers: a comprehensive "Bookshelf" of recommendations for further reading and a set of "Resources for Citizens" that includes lists of Web sites pertinent to each of the eight transitions. Voters, investors, consumers, family members, association members, workers, advocates of government policies and funding, conservationists, activists and educators should all find information of use to them. The "Resources for Citizens" appendix is available for free downloading at www.redskyatmorning.com.

Success in these endeavors will produce a civilization like that envisioned by Paul Raskin and colleagues in Great Transition: The Promise and Lure of the Times Ahead (2002)—"a civilization of unprecedented freedom, tolerance and decency." In this brave new world, "Conspicuous consumption and glitter are viewed as vulgar throwbacks to an earlier era. The pursuit of the well–lived life turns to the quality of existence—creativity, ideas, culture, human relationships and a harmonious relationship with nature."

In summary, Red Sky at Morning is a clarion call for changes in the behavior of individuals and institutions that will lead to an environmentally sustainable, economically equitable and socially peaceful world society, in which all of the basic human needs and an equitable share of human "wants" can be met for every individual in present and future generations while maintaining a healthy, physically attractive and biologically productive environment. This vision is now within reach.
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By Catherine Sasman
Windhoek 
COMMUNITIES are increasingly engaging in a joint battle with the Government to fight environmental degradation and desertification through the National Programme to Combat Desertification (Napcod). 

"It is these people who are the custodians of our natural resources and it is such people who are directly dependent on this often vulnerable resource base for their daily livelihood," said Minister of Environment and Tourism (MET), Phillemon Malima. He was addressing a meeting that seeks to investigate best practices in the upkeep of environmental integrity. 

Malima said that the programme would no longer be run as a stand-alone, but would be integrated into other programmes to address many of the country's biodiversity concerns relating to sustainable development. 

Desertification can loosely be defined as the loss in the productive yield of the land, which in Namibia, as the driest country in sub-Saharan Africa, forms a critical element to sustainable development. As much as 70% of the population is fully or partially dependent on agriculture, particularly livestock farming. 

"Desertification is a serious impediment to sustainable development and threatens the livelihoods of Namibians," said Malima. 

He added that the recurrence of drought causes increased difficulties in conventional agricultural development, as well as land degradation and desertification management, further making the land less productive. 

"We have tough challenges, but it is time to seriously address matters such as deforestation, overgrazing, bush encroachment and other forms of environmental degradation," Malima urged. 

Some of the mechanisms employed to help alleviate the situation, the minister said, include the land reform programme, water basin management, the Green Scheme, and other activities aimed at promoting community-based natural resource management and integrated environmental management planning. 

Also since independence, the Government, and especially the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, established strategies and priorities within the framework of sustainable development plans to combat desertification. 

This was done through the National Development Plans (NDP) I and II. Vision 2030 further gives more prominence to the problem of desertification. 

Equally, Namibia signed and ratified the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in 1994 and 1997 respectively. 

The country has also committed itself to a series of international efforts to protect the environment and to more sustainably manage the country's resources. 

A number of community-based organisations and community members from several regions are involved in Napcod, particularly communities in areas such as Gibeon, Grootfontein, and Onkani. 

These communities have explained their local natural resource management issues and needs for support from government institutions through what is known as the Forum for Integrated Resource Management (FIRM). 

"This is a form of community empowerment and assists Government's movement towards decentralization," Malima noted. 

Sem Shikongo of the MET said Napcod was based on the green plan of the Government, and heavily influenced by the NDP I and II development plans. "Napcod is thus clearly informed by Namibian priorities," Shikongo said, adding that the people are the most critical tool in the implementation of sustainable land tools. 

"[We] need a critical mass of human resources that understand the underlying causes of desertification." 
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General Environment News

UN names Nigerian to probe effects of toxic waste dumping
New York, UN (PANA) - Nigerian environmental expert Okechukwu Ibeanu has been appointed by the UN Commission on Human Rights to investigate the negative effects of trafficking in and dumping of toxic and other dangerous wastes on the people's rights, especially in developing countries. Mike Smith of Australia, chair the 53-nation UN Commission, said Ibeanu would serve in his individual capacity until 2007, as the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights and on the companies and countries involved in such the practices. The Nigerian succeeds Fatma-Zohra Ouhachi-Vesely of Algeria, who served as Special Rapporteur from the establishment of the mandate in 1995 until July 2004. A professor of political science at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Ibeanu has published widely on the social and environmental impact of the petrochemical industry in Nigeria, the link between environmental issues and security, and has served on the scientific panels of several international organizations. The new Special Rapporteur would make "a global, multidisciplinary study of existing problems and new trends of and solutions to illicit traffic and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, particularly in developing countries," the UN Commission said. The Rapporteur would also make "concrete recommendations and proposals on adequate measures to control, reduce and eradicate these phenomena."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052805&dte=13/08/2004
Senegal urges FAO to seek for materials to fight locusts

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade said here Friday that he had advised the director general of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Jacques Diouf to ask donors to provide material and equipment to combat locusts rather than money. Briefing journalists about his telephone discussion with Diouf, the Senegalese president said that the head of FAO had informed him that donors had only given promises and not a single dollar to help in the anti-locust campaign. "I asked him to stop asking donors for money because even if they did, this will not be enough", he noted. Diouf is a Senegalese national. According to FAO estimates, about US$ 295 million is required to combat the locust invasion in several affected Maghreb and West African countries. Wade told journalists that materials, including machine, sprayer planes and pesticides were more important than monetary donations, "because we have human resources and young people are willing to participate". Comparing the locust invasion in Africa to the invasion of France by Germany, the Senegalese president expressed his conviction that the continent's current situation was much more serious.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng052783&dte=13/08/2004
Up keeping Environmental Integrity

New Era (Windhoek): COMMUNITIES are increasingly engaging in a joint battle with the Government to fight environmental degradation and desertification through the National Programme to Combat Desertification (Napcod). "It is these people who are the custodians of our natural resources and it is such people who are directly dependent on this often vulnerable resource base for their daily livelihood," said Minister of Environment and Tourism (MET), Phillemon Malima. He was addressing a meeting that seeks to investigate best practices in the upkeep of environmental integrity. Malima said that the programme would no longer be run as a stand-alone, but would be integrated into other programmes to address many of the country's biodiversity concerns relating to sustainable development. As much as 70% of the population is fully or partially dependent on agriculture, particularly livestock farming "Desertification is a serious impediment to sustainable development and threatens the livelihoods of Namibians," said Malima. He added that the recurrence of drought causes increased difficulties in conventional agricultural development, as well as land degradation and desertification management, further making the land less productive. Since independence, the Government, and especially the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, established strategies and priorities within the framework of sustainable development plans to combat desertification. Equally, Namibia signed and ratified the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in 1994 and 1997 respectively. http://allafrica.com/stories/200408130404.html___________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROAP Media Update – 16 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Restoring ‘Garden of Eden’ 
Navhind Times, India - Aug 13, 2004 - THE United Nations recently announced a $11-million project to help restore the marshlands of Southern Iraq, considered by some to be the site of the Biblical garden of Eden, after they were massively damaged by dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and a vast drainage operation carried out by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein.The project, funded by Japan, will support sustainable development through environmentally sound technologies, safe drinking water, sanitation and pilot wetland restoration for the Marsh Arabs, heirs to the 5,000-yr-old civilisation of the Babylonians and Sumerians, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said.
http://www.navhindtimes.com/stories.php?part=news&Story_ID=081411 

Roundup: UNEP, Athens try to kick cigarette butts out of Olympics
EastDay.com, China - Even though all venues at the 2004 Olympic Games have been declared smoke-free, organizers and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) on Saturday started distributing some 40,000 portable paper ashtrays to the journalists.
As the competition began in the Athens games, scheduled for Aug. 13-29, many of the 10,000 representatives of the international media will certainly feel the need to escape the International Broadcast Center or the Main Press Center for a smoke.
The Nairobi-based UNEP and the Athens 2004 Olympic Organizing Committee (ATHOC) wanted to make sure that the journalists too are targeted in the large public awareness campaign on the environment currently under way in Greece, according to the UN agency.

http://english.eastday.com/epublish/gb/paper1/1362/class000100006/hwz207264.htm 

UN reports on opium, women and post-conflict environments win US awards 
UN News Centre, 13 August 2004 – Need recommendations on sustainable ways of eliminating Afghanistan's opium trade, or handling the environmental consequences of the war in Iraq, or assessing the social protection of women in Asia? United Nations reports on these topics have won awards from the American Library Association's (ALA) Library Journal.
… The UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) "Desk Study on the Environment in Iraq," extrapolating from earlier conflicts, recommends tackling the environmental effects of the war as soon as practicable. Of particular concern are water and power supplies, sanitation problems and pollution spreading from war-damaged sites.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=11633&Cr=afghan&Cr1= 

Can return of Olympic Games to Greece inspire return to nature?
Peoples Daily Online  8/11/2004 - When the 28th Olympic Games opens in Athens this week, global attention will focus not just on the performance of the athletes, but on the organizers as well. 
In recent years, the environment has gained increased prominence within the Olympic movement. It is officially recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the third dimension of  Olympism, alongside sport and culture. Environmental issues are now an important part of the review process of Olympic bids. 
"The return of the Olympic Games to Athens, where they originated some 2000 years ago, has sparked renewed interest in the historic reality of the competition," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200408/11/eng20040811_152625.html 
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Top UN envoy for Iraq arrives on first visit, calls for end to fighting in Najaf
*
Annan offers UN help to end fighting in Iraqi holy city of Najaf

*
In meeting with UN, Sudan unveils steps and timetable for action in Darfur

*
UN warns of risk of bird flu evolving into human pandemic after three new deaths
*
UN-backed Global Fund awards Myanmar $7 million grant to combat TB

*
1 in 8 Ethiopians facing hunger this year, donor aid needed – UN

*
Eritrea reopens road to UN peacekeepers – a ‘new page’ in relations

*
Donor shortfalls threaten emergency food pipeline for Liberia, UN warns

*
Nigerian named by UN to probe effects of toxic waste dumping on human rights

*
Terrorism’s challenges focus of Central American meeting – UN refugee agency

*
UN reports on opium, women and post-conflict environments win US awards

*
UNICEF on way to educating 1 million out-of-school young in Madagascar

*
UN agency unveils new aid model that lets local organizations take project lead

* * * *

Iraq

13 August – The top United Nations envoy for Iraq arrived in Baghdad today for his first visit since his appointment last month to oversee what Security Council resolutions have called the world body’s vital role in rehabilitating the war-torn country.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Ashraf Jehangir Qazi immediately went into meetings with the top interim leaders and reiterated calls for a peaceful solution to the fighting currently raging in the holy Shiite Muslim city of Najaf.

Mr. Qazi is to attend the upcoming National Conference of representative Iraqis, which is to choose a body to monitor the work of the interim government. The conference was postponed for two weeks at the end of last month at the suggestion of UN officials to allow time to include more participants.

He reiterated the UN’s commitment to help Iraq in the political transition towards a constitutional democracy by the end of 2005 and said the National Conference had to be as “inclusive of the range of Iraqi opinion as possible in order for its outcome to have maximum credibility among the Iraqi people,” his spokesman said in a statement.

Accompanied by a small team Mr. Qazi met with Iraqi President Ghazi Al Yawer and Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, who called for the UN to encourage national dialogue and highlighted the country’s need for “UN good offices in both the political and economic fields,” spokesman Nejib Friji added.

With regard to the fighting and loss of life in Najaf, Mr. Qazi reiterated Mr. Annan’s call “for peaceful settlement, the urgent need to prevent and avoid the loss of human life and respect for international humanitarian law including access for wounded to medical assistance.” The need for maintaining an appropriate climate for a successful national conference was also stressed, Mr. Friji said.

Mr. Qazi’s arrival follows by a day the Security Council’s unanimous renewal for a further year of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), whose tasks include coordinating various humanitarian operations and helping the war-torn country to organize elections by the end of January and draft a new constitution.

Mr. Annan has stressed that staff security remains an overriding constraint for all UN operations in Iraq after he withdrew international staff in the wake of last August’s terrorist bomb attack on UN offices in Baghdad that killed his then Special Representative Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 others.

With the risk to UN personnel in Iraq categorized as “high to critical,” UNAMI and UN agencies will continue to limit their activities inside Iraq to essential tasks, he said in a report last week.

* * *

Iraq

13 August – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today offered the world body’s help to end the current fighting in Iraq, particularly in the holy Shiite Muslim city of Najaf.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his appeal to all concerned to show the utmost restraint in these difficult circumstances,” a statement issued by his spokesman said. “The Secretary-General has made clear his position that force should always be a last resort. The United Nations is dedicated to the principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes.”

It added that Mr. Annan continued to attach great importance to the establishment of the widest possible consensus among Iraqis in support of a peaceful political transition.

“The United Nations remains committed to doing everything possible to assist the Iraqi people to that end, and stands ready to extend its facilitating role in helping to resolve the current crisis, if this would be helpful,” the statement declared.

It said Mr. Annan was “deeply saddened” by the violence and “especially concerned” about reports on the condition of Said Moqtada Al-Sadr – a Shiite Muslim cleric leading his militia in the fight against United States and Iraqi interim Government forces in Najaf, who was wounded according to some reports.

“The Secretary-General believes that all of us want to see Iraq become a civil society, based on the rule of law. The dismantling of all militias would be an important step in that direction,” it concluded.

* * *

Sudan

13 August – Sudan has presented the United Nations a set of measures to meet the Security Council timetable to improve the dire situation in the Darfur region, the focal point of fighting between rebels and Government forces leading to what some UN officials have described as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.

Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail presented the plan yesterday in the capital Khartoum during the third meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM), co-chaired by Jan Pronk, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, and attended for the first time by diplomats from some Arab States – Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia.

The JIM was established last month in a joint communiqué signed by the Secretary-General and Sudan to report on progress by the Government in fulfilling its pledges to disarm Janjaweed militias, provide security for the 1.2 million people forced from their homes and improve the humanitarian situation in Darfur, a region roughly the size of France.
According to a UN spokesperson, the measures presented by Mr. Ismail included a list of areas that the Sudanese Government proposed could be made safe and secure within 30 days, with the UN and its partners responding to the proposal with some suggestions. The Government was expected to present its final choice of the selected areas over the weekend.
Mr. Pronk indicated that the 30-day Darfur Plan of Action – which he and Mr. Ismail agreed last week and which called for the Government to take “detailed steps” – could be seen as consisting of three phases of 10 days each. In the first, the Government would decide on policies to meet the requirements, and then ensure that its policies would be implemented by all regional and local authorities in Darfur.

The impact of the process – in terms of a verifiable, substantial and irreversible improvement of the security situation – should be demonstrated ultimately during the remaining 10 days. “The first phase is behind us,” said Mr. Pronk. “The Government has indeed shown its political will to fulfil its commitments, but the coming two phases are crucial.”

Mr. Ismail stated that, at Mr. Pronk’s request, he had sought information regarding reports of helicopter gunship bombings in South Darfur State from the Military Headquarters, which denied the allegations. Mr. Pronk indicated that there had been no confirmation of those reports.

Regarding conditions in Darfur, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said it has received reports from internally displaced persons (IDPs) of increasing incidents of sexual abuse and exploitation. In West Darfur State, UN agencies said there had been a significant increase of Janjaweed presence in and around Sissi camp, further restricting the movement of IDPs.

At OCHA’s request, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) last month carried out an assessment of camps and gatherings for IDPs in the Greater Darfur Region. The report confirmed that living conditions in Darfur remain greatly below minimum standards and made recommendations for efficient and updated registration and tracking mechanism for IDPs, better coordination of assistance delivered, hygiene training and better water management.

* * *
Bird flu

13 August – Bird flu has killed three more people in Viet Nam, the first officially reported cases of avian influenza in humans since February, raising concerns about the potential evolution of the virus into a human pandemic, according to the United Nations health agency.

“The confirmation of these latest human cases underscores the risk of virus transmission to humans from infected poultry,” the Geneva-based World Health Organization (WHO) said of the new cases, which follow an outbreak earlier this year that infected 34 people, 23 of them fatally, in South and East Asia and resulted in the deaths or culling of more than 100 million birds.

“This risk will continue as long as outbreaks are occurring in poultry. Of greatest concern is the risk that continuing transmission of the virus to humans will give avian and influenza viruses an opportunity to exchange genes, potentially giving rise to a new virus with pandemic potential,” it added.

Initial tests identified the latest virus as belonging to the H5 subtype and further testing is needed to determine whether it belongs to the same highly pathogenic avian influenza (H5N1) strain that caused the earlier outbreak, WHO said. To date, H5N1 is the only strain of the H5 subtype known to jump directly from infected poultry to humans.

Staff from the WHO country office in Viet Nam is meeting with the Ministry of Health to gather further details and work out plans to address the situation. The Government has announced an initial series of measures aimed at controlling the disease in poultry and preventing further cases in humans.

WHO regards it as particularly important that viruses from these cases be made available for further analysis by laboratories in the WHO Global Influenza Surveillance Network to determine whether it has mutated and thus yield valuable information about the further evolution of the outbreak, risks to humans, and best preventive measures.

Studies of the virus are also important in the further development, presently under way, of an effective human vaccine.

The latest outbreak among poultry has been reported from China, Indonesia and Thailand. The earlier cases affected Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Laos, Thailand and Viet Nam, and poultry was also culled in Pakistan.

* * *

Myanmar

13 August – A United Nations-sponsored fund today agreed to provide $7 million for a two-year programme strengthening the fight against tuberculosis in Myanmar, one of the countries worst-hit by the disease.

The grant will expand the national TB programme to regions not yet covered, with the aim of improving, by 2006, detection of new cases to at least 75 per cent, and to maintain and improve to 85 per cent or more the treatment success rate among new positive cases registered.

According to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, Myanmar is one of the world’s 22 high-burden countries for tuberculosis, with 80,000 new cases of the life-threatening disease every year.

The funds will be managed by the UN Development Programme (UNDP), except for anti-TB drugs, which already come from the UN World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global TB Drug Facility.

* * *

Ethiopia

13 August – With the food situation in Ethiopia deteriorating significantly due to rain failure in some areas and poor rains in many others, international aid is needed to feed a growing number of hungry that this year will reach 1 in 8 of the population, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported today.

OCHA said 1.65 million of the 2004 beneficiaries who were expected to move off assistance after July would continue to need aid until the end of the year and a further 1.35 million new beneficiaries had been added, resulting in 3 million more beneficiaries and an increase of the 2004 total to about 8.5 million from 7.1 million.

Meanwhile, there is currently a shortfall of approximately 100,000 tons of cereals and 26,000 tons of pulses, for which donor response is required, OCHA added. Less than half of basic supply needs are funded, and an additional $7 million is needed for new malaria drugs as the malaria season proceeds in the Horn of Africa country.

The latest figures are based on the Ethiopian Government’s Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission which presented the findings of a recent multi-agency needs assessment to a meeting of humanitarian partners.

Earlier this month UN aid coordinators opened an office in the Somali region of Ethiopia to provide assistance in the areas devastated by drought.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

13 August – Eritrea has reopened a major road to traffic by United Nations peacekeepers, declaring a “new page” in its relations with the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) charged with monitoring the ceasefire and ensuring observance of security commitments after the two countries fought a two-year border war.

UNMEE regarded the move as “a sign of good faith” by Eritrea, which earlier this year imposed restrictions on movements on the Asmara-Keren-Barentu road north of the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), spokesperson Gail Bindley-Taylor Sainte told a news briefing yesterday in the Eritrean capital of Asmara.

“I would say at this point for us the relationship looks positive,” she said. The Security Council had appealed to Eritrea to give UNMEE “the freedom of movement it needs to carry out its mandate.”

Ms. Bindley-Taylor Sainte said that, as far as she knew, the Eritrean Government had not imposed any conditions.

“I think the Force Commander was very pleased that the road has been reopened and what he was told was that this was a new page in relations with the Eritrean Government and he has accepted that and expects that we will put all the other things on the back burner for the time being and move ahead,” she added.

Eritrea had declared it was carrying out “investigations” but she said that, as she understood it, UNMEE had not had any results of such an investigation.

Fighting between Eritrea and Ethiopia erupted in May 1998 as a result of a border dispute, with a Cessation of Hostilities agreement finally being signed in Algiers on 18 June 2000. The same year the Security Council established UNMEE, comprising “political, military, public information, mine action and administrative components,” with a maximum military strength of 4,200 troops.

* * *

Liberia

13 August – Faced with the danger of a break down in its food pipeline in Liberia, the United Nations emergency feeding agency says it needs additional confirmed contributions through the end of the year and is considering regional purchases to avert a shortfall next month.

The World Food Programme’s (WFP) work is also being hindered in some areas by the worsening conditions of roads leading to food distribution sites. In Blamasee camp, for example, a food convoy got stuck in the mud for several hours before reaching its destination. Heavy rains might continue to affect the timely delivery of food to some beneficiaries this month.

Last month WFP said more than 300,000 Liberians would be threatened by famine and that it needed another $11 million to buy food for the rest of the year for the West African country, which a UN peacekeeping mission is trying to help back onto its feet after 14 years of a devastating civil war.

A UN humanitarian coordination meeting was held in Gbarpolu County this week where the issues of concern included the need for repairs in hand pumps and wells and the chlorination of open wells.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is providing technical assistance to farmers in several counties. Farmers have attributed delays in their agricultural schedule to late returns to their communities of refugees and internally displaced persons. FAO said that although more land is being cultivated this year than in 2003, only an estimated 10 per cent of all cultivated land is being used.

Meanwhile vaccinations are continuing in Sinoe and Gbarpolu counties where some 75,000 children under the age of five will be vaccinated against measles and receive Vitamin A capsules.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and its partners have provided 20 water wells with hand pumps and 36 drop-holes latrines to five districts. It is envisaged that 8,000 children and other community residents will benefit from these services.

* * *

Toxic waste

13 August – A Nigerian environmental expert has been appointed by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights to look into the negative effect on people’s rights of trafficking in and dumping toxic and other dangerous wastes, especially in developing countries.

The chairman of the 53-nation Commission, Ambassador Mike Smith of Australia, appointed Okechukwu Ibeanu to serve in his individual capacity, until 2007, as the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights and on the companies and countries involved in such the practices.

Dr. Ibeanu succeeds Fatma-Zohra Ouhachi-Vesely of Algeria, who served as Special Rapporteur from the establishment of the mandate in 1995 until July 2004.

A professor of political science at the University of Nigeria’s Nsukka campus, Dr. Ibeanu has published widely on the social and environmental impact of the petrochemical industry in Nigeria, the link between environmental issues and security, and has served on the scientific panels of several international organizations.

He was on leave from his university post to work in the Nigerian office of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.

The new Special Rapporteur would make “a global, multidisciplinary study of existing problems and new trends of and solutions to illicit traffic and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, particularly in developing countries,” as well as “concrete recommendations and proposals on adequate measures to control, reduce and eradicate these phenomena,” the Commission said.

He was also to “produce annually a list of the countries and transnational corporations engaged in the illicit dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes in African and other developing countries and a census of human persons killed, maimed or otherwise injured in the developing countries through this heinous act.”

* * *

Terrorism

13 August – The United Nations refugee agency’s first regional consultation on the new problems for refugees and governments generated by the war on terrorism ended today in Costa Rica, as Latin America observed the 20th anniversary of the Cartagena Declaration on the needs of victims of the continent’s armed conflicts and human rights abuses.

The first of three regional consultations, grouping representatives of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), government and civil society from Mexico, Cuba and the Central American countries, met for two days in San José.

They reviewed the refugee situation in the area, the roles and practices of host governments and possible lasting solutions to the problems cropping up.

Meanwhile, the anniversary of the 1984 Cartagena Declaration was being marked amid growing concern about national security issues, the war against terrorism, tougher migratory controls restricting the movements of people seeking protection and the increased trafficking in migrants.

A second meeting is planned for 26 to 27 August in Brazil to consult with the MERCOSUR countries, plus Chile and Bolivia. An additional meeting with countries from the Andean region is under discussion. The meetings will culminate in a final commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the Cartagena Declaration in November in Mexico City.

* * *
Awards

13 August – Need recommendations on sustainable ways of eliminating Afghanistan’s opium trade, or handling the environmental consequences of the war in Iraq, or assessing the social protection of women in Asia? United Nations reports on these topics have won awards from the American Library Association’s (ALA) Library Journal.

A fourth winner of a “Notable Government Document Awards 2003” is a report on HIV/AIDS and migrant populations in southern Africa, compiled by the International Organization for Migration (IOM).

A UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) publication, “The Opium Economy in Afghanistan: An International Problem,” records not only the cultivation, production, finance, trade and consumption that have built the illicit economy, but also “the dynamics, the reasons for its success, its beneficiaries and victims, and the problems it had caused both at home and abroad.”

UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa points out that the publication includes recommendations for breaking the economic hold of opium.

They are: “to help poor farmers decide in favour of licit crops; to replace narco-usury with a proper credit system and micro-lending; to provide jobs to women and to itinerant workers; to provide education to children, particularly girls; to turn opium bazaars into modern commodity markets; and to neutralize traffickers’ and warlords’ efforts to keep the evil trade alive,” he says.

The UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) “Desk Study on the Environment in Iraq,” extrapolating from earlier conflicts, recommends tackling the environmental effects of the war as soon as practicable. Of particular concern are water and power supplies, sanitation problems and pollution spreading from war-damaged sites.

“Social Safety Nets for Women,” a study by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), looks at formal and informal social protections for women in China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia and Thailand.

* * *

Madagascar

13 August – As part of a joint effort to educate Madagascar’s estimated 1 million out-of-school adolescents, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Ministry of Education have “graduated” 258 out-of-school youngsters, a tiny fraction of those in need but still a start for the ambitious initiative.

“While it is true that in the big scheme of things, this is a small step, it is nevertheless, an important one,” UNICEF’s Chief of Education Francisco Basili said.

“Every child has a right to an education and it is important that we find these school dropouts understand better why they are not in school and identify local and national resources to comprehensively integrate them back into society.”

Over the past year the joint initiative, known as DESCOL, has helped more than 400 youngsters attain both basic education and vocational skills in the Indian Ocean island of some 18 million inhabitants, where one in every five children still does not go to school and only 39 out of every 100 pupils complete primary school.

“I was so glad the day my mother saw the poster advertising this project,” said William, 16, one of the new graduates who lives in the capital Antananarivo. “I dropped out of school in the third grade because my father did not have a job and my family was too poor to send me to school. But due to this initiative, I can make receipts and even bake cakes.”

DESCOL operates in 17 districts around Antananarivo. With UNICEF and Ministry of Education help each district identifies local artists who take in the young people as apprentices and provide them with future income generating skills in areas such as baking, mechanics and tailoring.

Running for nine months for each group of young people, it includes three months of basic education training when young people learn basic numeric, Malagasy, French and civic education, including HIV/AIDS prevention and health issues, followed by a six month vocational training course.

* * *

India

13 August – In an effort to help countries expand their own technical and managerial potential, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has signed agreements with three Indian organizations that would allow them to take the lead in improving land and water management for poor farmers in drought-prone areas.

Under the agreements, FAO will provide technical and management support to three projects funded with €13.9 million (euros) from the Netherlands, while the plans will be implemented by two non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and a state agricultural university in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, states that have been hit hard by drought and declining agricultural productivity due to unsustainable land and water use.

The plans are based on an innovative development assistance model that makes national institutions responsible for project management, the first time FAO has projects based on this scheme. The agency recently reconsidered its method of technical assistance because many countries wish to expand their own technical and administrative capabilities. As a result, FAO’s role in these projects has decreased so that project management responsibility rests with governments and other national institutions.

In the first project, FAO will join the AME Foundation, a local NGO, to improve water management and promote alternative farming practices to strengthen food security in the Deccan Plateau region of southern India.

The other two proposals will be managed by the Bharathi Integrated Rural Development Society and the Acharya N G Ranga Agricultural University and will address water management issues and encourage more sustainable agricultural practices.

“These projects will provide a number of important lessons and insights on how to improve food security through better land and water management, using participatory, community-driven approaches,” said Daniel Gustafson, FAO Representative in India. “The programme represents a two-way flow of expertise between the partners and FAO.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Farhan Haq, Information Officer in the Office of the Spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

**Iraq
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, arrived this morning in Baghdad, along with a small team, at about 10:15, local time.

Upon his arrival, Qazi and his team had a meeting with the Iraqi President, Ghazi al-Yawer.  Later in the afternoon, Qazi met Prime Minister Iyad Allawi.  Both the President and the Prime Minister welcomed the return of the UN Mission to Iraq.  President al-Yawer said the UN should encourage the national dialogue in Iraq, and Prime Minister Allawi said his country needed the United Nations’ good offices, in both the political and economic fields.

Qazi reiterated the UN’s commitment to assist the Iraqi people in the political transition process leading to a constitutional democracy by the end of 2005, as outlined in Security Council Resolution 1546 (2004).  The Special Representative stressed the need for the forthcoming National Conference to be as inclusive of the range of Iraqi opinion as possible, in order for its outcome to have maximum credibility among the Iraqi people.

With respect to the escalation of fighting and loss of life in the holy city of Najaf, Qazi reiterated the Secretary-General’s call for the peaceful settlement of differences, the urgent need to prevent and avoid the loss of life and respect for international humanitarian law, including access for the wounded to medical assistance.  The need for maintaining an appropriate climate for a successful National Conference was also stressed.

And on that, by the way, we expect later this afternoon to be able to have a statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning the recent fighting in Najaf.

**Sudan
On Sudan, the Joint Implementation Mechanism, co-chaired by the UN Special Representative, Jan Pronk, and the Foreign Minister of Sudan, Mustafa Ismail, held its third meeting yesterday evening.  For the first time, diplomats from some Arab States, namely Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia, attended the meeting.

The Foreign Minister presented a set of measures and the proposed timetable the Sudanese Government has put in place in order to implement each of the 12 actions specified in the Darfur Plan of Action.  The measures include a list of areas that the Sudanese Government proposes can be made safe and secure within 30 days.  The UN and its partners made some suggestions concerning this proposal, and the Sudanese Government is expected to present its final choice of the selected areas over the weekend.

Mr. Pronk indicated that the 30-day Darfur Plan of Action could be seen as consisting of three phases of 10 days each.  In the first phase, the Government would decide on policies to meet the requirements.  In the second phase, the Government would ensure that its policies would be implemented by all regional and local authorities in Darfur.  The impact of the process, in terms of a verifiable, substantial and irreversible improvement of the security situation, should be demonstrated during the remaining 10 days.  Pronk said, “The first phase is behind us.  The Government has indeed shown its political will to fulfil its commitments, but the coming two phases are crucial”.

The Sudanese Foreign Minister, Mustafa Ismail, stated that, at Pronk’s request, he had sought information from the military headquarters regarding reports of a helicopter gunship bombing in South Darfur.  The military headquarters had denied those allegations.  In turn, Pronk indicated that there had been no confirmation of these reports.

Regarding conditions in Darfur, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has received reports from internally displaced persons on increasing incidents of sexual abuse and exploitation.  In West Darfur, UN agencies report that there has been a significant increase of Janjaweed presence in and around Sissi camp, further restricting the movement of displaced persons.

At the request of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the International Organization on Migration (IOM) carried out last month an assessment of camps and gatherings for displaced persons in the Greater Darfur Region.  The report confirms that living conditions in Darfur remain greatly below minimum standards, and it also makes recommendations for efficient and updated registration and tracking mechanisms for the internally displaced; better coordination of assistance that has been delivered to them; and hygiene training and better water management.

**Security Council
On the Council, there are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today, or, for that matter, next Monday.  The next scheduled Council consultations will be next Tuesday, when Council members expect to discuss Somalia.

**Viet Nam
The World Health Organization (WHO) is meeting with Vietnamese health authorities to work out plans for addressing an outbreak of avian influenza, or “bird flu.”  The disease has killed three more people in Vietnam -– the first officially reported cases of “bird flu” there since late February.  Tests are under way to confirm if the outbreak was caused by the same strain of the virus that caused the earlier outbreak.  The “bird flu” outbreak in South and East Asia earlier this year killed 23 people, and led to the deaths or culling of more than 100 million birds.  We have more on this upstairs.

**Myanmar
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today signed a grant agreement worth $7 million over two years for a tuberculosis programme in Myanmar.  Myanmar is one of the world’s 22 high-burden countries for tuberculosis, with 80,000 new cases of the life-threatening disease every year.  The grant will strengthen and scale up Myanmar’s national TB programme, expanding it to regions that are not yet covered.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Ethiopia
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that, due to the failure of rains in some parts of Ethiopia and poor rains in many others, food availability there has deteriorated significantly.  As a result, more than 1.5 million of the people who were expected to no longer need help after July will need food aid until the end of the year –- and another 1.35 million people have been added to the list of those receiving aid.  The findings come from a recent multi-agency needs assessment mission in Ethiopia, and we have more information on that upstairs.

**Liberia
The World Food Programme (WFP) says its food pipeline in Liberia is still in danger of breaking next month.  The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that WFP has considered some regional purchases to avert the September shortfall, but additional confirmed contributions are required through December.

WFP’s work is being hindered in some areas by the worsening conditions of roads -– and heavy rains might continue to affect the delivery of food to some people this month.  We have an update on the humanitarian situation in Liberia upstairs.

**Human Rights
The Chairman of the UN Human Rights Commission, Mike Smith, has appointed Okechukwu Ibeanu of Nigeria as a special rapporteur who will study the adverse effects on human rights of toxic waste dumping.  Ibeanu is a professor at the University of Nigeria who has published widely on environmental issues.  We have a press release upstairs on that, as well.

**Refugees
Twenty years after the Cartagena Declaration that addressed the needs of victims of armed conflicts and human rights abuses in Latin America, the UN Refugee Agency, or UNHCR, has begun consultations to discuss new refugee challenges sparked by the war on terrorism.

The first of three regional consultation meetings started in San José, Costa Rica, on Thursday with representatives of governments and civil society from Mexico, Cuba and the Central American countries focusing on the situation of refugees in the region, State practices in terms of protection and the identification of durable solutions.

**Haiti
From Haiti, we have a report that the various components of the UN Mission there met yesterday with representatives of Haitian non-governmental organizations in the country to explain the Mission’s structure and deployment, as well as its ongoing projects.  More details are available in a press release.

Also available is a press release from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) regarding Brazilian soccer star Ronaldo, and his support to anti-poverty activities in Haiti.

**Afghanistan
We would like to point out that a study on Afghanistan by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has won the “Notable Government Documents 2003” award, which is presented by the Library Journal, a publication of the American Library Association.  The report –- “The Opium Economy in Afghanistan:  An International Problem” -– was released in early 2003 and looks into Afghanistan’s opium economy.  We have more on this in a release upstairs from the Drugs and Crime Programme.

**Week Ahead
That is it for now.  We also have upstairs the “Week Ahead” for you.  Along those lines, I would like to point out that next Thursday, 19 August, is the one-year anniversary of the explosion at the UN headquarters in Baghdad.

In Geneva, the Secretary-General will speak at a ceremony honouring those who died in that explosion.  In New York, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, will unveil a plaque commemorating the 22 people who lost their lives in that attack.  That ceremony is to begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday in the Trusteeship Council chamber.

Do I have any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Yesterday, the Russian Deputy Foreign Minister was quoted in Interfax as saying that an international conference in Iraq will help with the security situation currently faced.  I am wondering if the Secretary-General has any comments about having an international conference in Iraq sometime soon.

Information Officer:  I will check to get definitive guidance for you.  Right now, our focus is on the National Conference, which, as you know, is scheduled to begin this Sunday, 15 August, and we are going to try to determine to see whether that can have any success at bringing the Iraqis closer together.  To that end, what we have been trying to do is advise the Iraqi Interim Government to ensure that as broad a representation of Iraqis as possible is present at the conference.

So, we are focusing on that, and I shall see whether there are any views about an international conference.  So far, we are concentrating at the national level and, of course, with our representative on the ground we can do more there.  But we will also look into that.

Question:  We know that the Secretary-General is a soccer fan.  Why not his presence in Haiti with Ronaldo?

Information Officer:  In terms of that, as you know the Secretary-General is on his annual leave right now.  We have a soccer match that is scheduled between Brazil and Haiti on 18 August.  On 19 August, the Secretary-General is actually going to be in Geneva for the commemoration of the 19 August explosion.  He was, therefore, unavailable.  But he will, in fact, deliver a video message.  He recorded one in advance.  He will be there in spirit and on video; although, I’m sure he would have liked to see it in person.

Is that it?  Happy weekend, everyone.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Butts" ��Eastday.com (Shanghai) - Roundup: UNEP, Athens try to kick cigarette butts out of Olympics�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ashtray" ��News 24.com - Kick the habit - with an ashtray� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Medals" ��Deutsche-Welle.com - No "Green" Medals for Athens�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Olympics" ��Environmental Data Interactive - UN calls on Olympics to inspire commitment to preserving nature�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��USIA News - Environment is a Player at the 2004 Olympic Games, U.N. Says              � 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Congress" ��Financial Times – Clean air congress� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Atenas2004" ��LaBolsa.com - RSC.- El PNUMA confía en que Atenas 2004 sea "una inspiración internacional para la preservación del Medio Ambiente".�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nature" ��Angola Press - Le PNUE invite à la préservation de la nature aux JO�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��The Navhind Times- “Restoring Garden of Eden”�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lifeonthebrink" ��The Age (Australia) – Life on the Brink� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Plomb" ��Le Soleil (Dakar) - Élimination du plomb dans l'essence : respecter l'échéance de decembre 2005�
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