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Caspian News Agency

First ECO environment Ministers Conference started its works in Tehran

Tehran, December 15, 2002.(CNA). The first Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Environment Ministers Conference started its works in Tehran.

During the first two days of the session the experts of the ECO states will draw up draft of a final statement on regional cooperation. This document will be approved by the states at the final meeting of the conference. 

During the three-day meeting, ECO environment ministers and experts on human, natural and wild life species will discuss marine environmental issues, bio-diversity as well as promotion and training of regional states on legal structures.

This meeting, hosted by Iran, is aimed at tackling environmental issues facing ECO member states.

Representatives and environment ministers from Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan are attending this first-ever conference.

Representatives from the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Islamic Development Bank and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) are among other participants in this environmental meeting. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Governents Craft Hazardous Waste Strategic Plan 

GENEVA, Switzerland, December 12, 2002 (ENS) – Hazardous wastes require “permanent vigilance” to ensure that they do not cause harm to human health or contaminate the environment, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi  Annan said today in a message to a meeting in Geneva crafting an action plan

to help countries safely dispose of hazardous wastes. 

“Since wastes tend to follow the path of least resistance, efforts are also needed to ensure that they are disposed of, as far as is practicable and sound, as close as possible to where they were generated,” Annan said in remarks to the Sixth Conference of the Parties (COP6) to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal. 

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan (Photo courtesy UN)

“The overall challenge we face concerns more than  disposal,” Annan told the conference in his message.

 “We must also minimize the quantity and hazardousness of wastes, including by improving the design of products and processes,” he said. 

The conference, which is scheduled to conclude tomorrow, is considering a strategic plan through 2010                      aimed at accelerating action to protect human health and the environment from hazardous wastes. 

The meeting is expected to adopt technical guidelines on the disposal and recycling of lead-acid batteries, plastic wastes, biomedical and healthcare wastes, and obsolete ships. 

Today major mobile phone manufacturers signed a declaration expressing their interest in cooperating with the Basel Convention and with other  stakeholders in the mobile-phone sector on the environmentally sound  management of obsolete mobile phones. 

Mobile phone manufacturers sign declaration of interest in dealing with their e-waste. (Photo courtesy )

The Initiative for a Sustainable Partnership on Environmentally  Sound Management of End-of-life Mobile Phones will  address the recovery of this consumer product using a life-cycle approach. 

It is seen as the first of many such agreements to be developed between various industry sectors and the Basel Convention in the future. 

The manufacturers supporting the mobile phone initiative are LG, Matsushita (Panasonic), Mitsubishi, Motorola, NEC, Nokia, Philips, Samsung, Siemens  and Sony Ericsson. 

Senior officials from the participating companies signed the declaration during the high level segment of the conference before some 40 ministers and several  hundred government representatives from most of the Convention's 151 member governments. 

Philippe Roch, Swiss State Secretary and Director of the Swiss Agency for the  Environment, Forests and Landscape, who presided over the previous  Conference of the Parties (COP5) in Basel in 1999, was pleased with the mobile  phone manufacturers' position. 

Swiss State Secretary Philippe Roch(Photo courtesy IISD-ENB)

"Tackling the environmental implications of mobile phones through this initiative will provide a good                      example of cooperation between economic sectors and  multilateral environmental agreements," he said. 

An amendment that bans the export of hazardous wastes for final disposal and recycling from developed                      to developing countries is under consideration by  COP6. 

Other issues up for decision include - monitoring the implementation of and  compliance with the Basel Convention, preventing and monitoring illegal  traffic, an emergency fund or mechanism, a dispute settlement mechanism, and  the legal implications of the dismantling of ships. 

Since the last Conference of Parties, the Basel Convention Technical Working Group has been working on draft technical guidelines covering the  environmentally sound management of lead-acid battery wastes, plastic              wastes, biomedical and healthcare wastes, recycling and reclamation of metals  and metal compounds, the full and partial dismantling of ships, and persistent  organic pollutants (POPs) as wastes. 

The technical group has also discussed cooperation with the World Customs Organization and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and  Development (OECD), adjustments to the lists of wastes considered  hazardous or non-hazardous, and proposals made by Germany on asphalt  wastes and edible oil wastes, such as frying oils. 

The sound management of chemicals and hazardous waste was addressed at   the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), in Johannesburg  this summer. Delegates agreed to text in the Johannesburg Plan of                      Implementation supporting entry into force of the Rotterdam Convention on  Prior Informed Consent by 2003 and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants by 2004. 

The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation commits governments to promote  efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking of hazardous chemicals and  hazardous waste, as well as damage resulting from the transboundary  movement and disposal of hazardous waste. 

On November 19 to 22 in Tianjin, China, officials from eight Asian  governments met under the auspices of the Basel Convention to seek  solutions to the growing deluge of electrical and electronic wastes. 

The Asia-Pacific Regional Scoping Workshop on the Environmentally Sound Management of Electronic Wastes is the first intergovernmental meeting to be  held on the e-wastes problem in Asia. The environmentally sound                      management of e-wastes is an important element of the strategic plan now  being developed by the member governments of the Basel Convention. 

                                                   Computer parts (Photo courtesy Freefoto)

Asian countries are the main  importers of e-wastes generated around the world. They can earn income from refurbishing used PCs and disassembling obsolete PCs, monitors, and circuit boards   and then recovering the gold,  copper and other precious metals.

But e-waste often contains   hazardous substances such as  lead, cadmium and mercury.  Workers in e-waste operations may face dangerous working conditions where health, safety and environmental standards may

be compromised. 

The Tianjin meeting said dismantling can be made easier and safer by incorporating these concerns at the design stage. Manufacturers can be given   responsibility for managing the wastes resulting from the equipment they sell. 

National capacities and legislative frameworks for monitoring and controlling  transboundary movements of the e-waste stream can be strengthened. 

The Basel Convention was adopted in March 1989 and regulates the movement of hazardous wastes. It obliges member countries to ensure that such wastes are managed in an environmentally sound manner. Governments

are expected to minimize the quantities that are transported, to treat and  dispose of wastes as close as possible to where they were generated, and to  minimize the generation of hazardous waste at source. _______________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

December 13, 2002 Friday 

 Governments adopt  plan to clamp down on hazardous wastes by 2010 

Governments adopted a strategic plan here on Friday to run until 2010, aimed at clamping down globally on hazardous and other wastes, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said. 

      The move came at the end of five days of talks by states party to the 1989 Basel Convention on the

      Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. The plan stressed the need to tackle wastes such as obsolete pesticides, lead-acid batteries and electronic wastes. 

      "To achieve these goals, the Basel Convention will seek to strengthen cooperation with industry and civil society partners," UNEP said. 

      The Convention was adopted under the auspices of the Nairobi-based UN agency in 1989 and entered into force in May 1992. 

      Twelve regional centres are being opened to promote partnerships with industry and civil society, and to help developing countries to work towards the goals of the convention. 

      Officials and ministers of the 152 state parties also adopted guidelines on the disposal and recycling of plastic wastes, biomedical and healthcare wastes and obsolete ships. 

      On Thursday, 10 leading mobile phone manufacturers teamed up with the convention to develop      environmentally-sound ways to recycle and dispose of old mobile phones. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

December 12, 2002 Thursday 

Nigeria;  Developing National Biosafety Framework 

At the inauguration of the National Biosafety Committee in Abuja last week, Chikas Ohadoma made some important notes which she now reports 

      The inauguration of the National Biosafety Committee (NBC) and the flagging off the development of Nigeria's National Biosafety Frame-work-National Coordinating Committee (NCC) last week by the government was to provide a means for appropriate decision-making in matters relating to applications for deliberate release of living modified organisms (LMOs) and Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs).   Chikas Ohadoma writes that the quest for meanigful environmental management and biodiversity conservation, a concern for the loss of biodiversity globally led the United Nations to begin a process of  addressing globally the issues and attempt to arrest in a systematic way the trend. 

      The launching of the Nigeria Biosafety Committee (NBC) and the National CoordinatingCommittee (NCC) for  the development of Nigeria's national biosafety framework was to address some of the requirements inherent on Nigeria's signing the Cartagena protocol on Biosafety (CPB) as well as to be able to reach the variety of  local and international stakeholders interested in biotechnology as a developmental tool for Nigeria. 

      Inaugurating the committee, Minister of State for Environment Dr. Imeh Okopido explained that the National  Biosafety Commi-ttee was inaugurated for the purpose of giving teeth to government's responsibility to  comply with the requirements of decision-making inherent in applications for the deliberate release of  Gen-etically Modified Organisms (GMOs) and Living Modified Organisms (LMOs). The membership of the  National Biosafety Commi-ttee (NBC) and the National Coordinating Committee (NCC) which has Professor Johnson Ekpere as chairman and secretary as the national project coordinator Mr. Mathew Dore, includes the federal ministries of Environment; Agriculture and Rural Development, Science and Technology, Industry and Health (National food and drug administration control- NAFDAC). 

      Others are the federal ministries of Justice, Commerce, Foreign Affairs, Nigeria Customs Services and the Federal Ministry of Education. 

      Individual members include the National Chamber of Commerce, Industry Mines and Agriculture (NACCIMA), Vice chancellor University of Uyo, Professor A. H. Ekpo, Dr. (Mrs) Uzochukwu Sylvia of the University of  Agriculture Abeokuta, Chris Ugwu of the society for the Improvement of Rural People, Nsukka, Professor  Johnson Ekpere, and Mrs Lamin Lombi. 

      Addressing the complex nature of the committee, Okopido noted that the federal ministry of Environment is the Focal Point for Biosafety in Nigeria and reiterated the need for cooperation among all stake-holders, particularly, government agencies to avoid the usual pitfalls common in administering such complex issues. 

      "Agencies of government responsible for promotion of biotechnology have the mandate to achieve their goals  but in doing so, they must recognise the role that others charged with safety in food, environment,  biodiversity and the regulation of the industry must play. Confusion as to the roles to be played must not be  deliberately set. It would only portray us in bad light and send the wrong signal out both locally and internationally." 

      He stressed that all institutions involved with biotechnology were charged with having in-house biosafety  bodies, which essentially were to ensure compliance with the rules and procedures. "This must not be  misconstrued with the responsibility for National Biosafety and the administration of safety in biotechnology  in Nigeria, especially when it comes to the transboundary movement of LMOs and GMOs," he said. 

      Okopido called on all agencies of government, the private sector and civil society to commence the use of  the existing Guidelines so as to put the guideline to the test and create a chance to improve it. 

      "This document is not cast in concrete. At the end of the framework which development you are saddled with, a newer version may come out, as the need arises, that takes in tow emerging issues in this      fast-growing technology." 

      Explaining the essence of the event, Okopido said the first step to achieve the development of Nigeria's  national biosafety framework (NBF) was to inaugurate the National Biosafety Committee while the other was to flag off the development of Nigeria's National Biosafety Framework. "While the former is a national  obligation deriving from our signing the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, the latter is recognised as part of  the capacity-building initiatives by UNEP/GEF to prepare countries for coming into force of the Cartagena  Protocl on Biosafety." 

      However, he noted that the development of the Guideline was done on a fast-track basis to address some  of the requirements inherent on signing the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB). Noting also that concern for the possible adverse impacts of releasing Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) into the environment

      was expressed right at the very formative stages of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) while the  CPB was developed to address the concern that arise from the release of LMOs into the environment. 

      Okopido recalled that Nigeria had developed Biosafety Guidelines as far back as 1994, the document of which he said was not formally adopted by the government. 

      However, he noted that the document was corrected by the Federal Executive Council early this year when  it adopted for use a new version of the Guidelines that responds to Nigeria's obligation under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 

      The new document he said "addresses gaps which could not have been envisaged in the earlier document and states in clear terms the steps to be followed for applications for the intentional release of GMOs",  Okopido said. 

      He added that the current guidelines represents Nigeria's second attempt at controlling the release of LMOs.  "As far as regulations go, they are not enough to address all the issues necessary to properly control the   release of LMOs. You would have also observed that there are no penalty clauses. Some of you present here  participated in that process. That document however was not put into much use and was not popularised either. Between that time and now, a lot of developments in the field of safe use, handling and movement across national boundaries have taken place." 

      Undoubtedly, the need for the creation of the biosafety frameworks, emerged from the need to assist

      countries prepare for entry into force of the CPB with the objectives to assist countries in implementing the  CPB through the development and implementation of their NBF, promote information sharing and  collaboration, especially at the regional and sub-regional level and promote collaboration with screening  notifications and requests for completeness. 

      It would also address risk assessment, including, where appropriate, the consideration of risk management, and risk evaluation (including socio-economic evaluation), decision making within the time frame specified in the regulatory mechanism and in accordance with the provisions of involvement of stakeholders, and a mechanisms for feedback between the different steps. 

      To successfully carry out the mandate, Okopido said "we intend to raise public awareness and create

      channels for good information flow to the public on the issues involved around the release of GMOs and LMOs to promote informed debate and to ensure transparency with respect to subsisting local and

      international regulations and standards of play with regards to GMOs and LMOs. We would also provide all stakeholders opportunity to be involved in the design and implementation of the Nigeria Biosafety Framework." 

      He further explained that the process of developing National Biosafety Frameworks consists of four phases  involving, setting the required project management structures, gathering of baseline information, analysis of that information in consultation with stakeholders and preparation of a draft National Biosafety Framework. 

      Okopido said the core elements of the framework embodies, a regulatory system, an administrative system,  a decision making system that includes risk assessment and management and a mechanism for public participation and information sharing. 

      "In addressing our obligations under the CPB we are aware of the great potentials that biotechnology offers countries. This work will culminate in the legislation, and fine tuning of administrative and policy initiatives to regulate modern biotechnology and its application, define the set of requirements for imports and exports, production and use", he said. 

      Furthermore, Okopido noted that Genetic engineering has profound implications for food production, choice  and security and added that the introduction of it must contend with the national aspirations and policy  goals, Socio-economic consequences including potentially adverse effects on food security, Farmers choice,  rights and education, Consumer choice and health, Environmental consequences and Possible impacts on Biodiversity. 

      He emphasised that the above are important issues for sustainable development and charged the committee   that recognising the connection between the various endeavours and designing initiatives to properly utilize  and regulate biotechnology was the twin challenge faced by the committee. "These are onerous challenges.  The NBF has a life-span of eighteen months. Its life-span cannot be extended. The job must be completed within the stipulated time frame." 

      He stressed on the issue of safety in biotechnology saying. 

      "Internationally and in the United Nations arena, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has  been the engine for moving negotiations on the issue of safety in biotechnology forward, especially as it pertains to its impacts on the environment. UNEP was responsible for the development of CBD which came  into force after being opened for signature at the United Nations Conference on Environment and  Development (UNCED) on June 5 1992. 

      The need for Safety in biotechnology cannot be over emphasised because it is one of the issues addressed  in CBD. According to Okopido, the concept of biosafety as enunciated in CBD refers to the need to protect  human health and environment from the possible adverse effects of the products of modern biotechnology  as it has been recognised as having potentials that can improve human well being, particularly in agriculture, food and health care. 

      In keeping with the concept of biosafety, member states, including Nigeria, had committed themselves to  undertaking national, regional and international measures aimed at achieving the three objectives of CBD  namely, the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and, the fair and  equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources. 

      Giving a brief background on the CBD, Okopido, quoted that the CBD in Article 19: Handling of Biotechnology  and distribution of its benefits, stated "information about the use and safety regulations in handling  Genetically Modified Organisms, as well as available information on the potential adverse impact of specific  organisms concerned be made available to the contracting Party into which those organisms are to be  introduced." 

      The above he said necessitated a negotiation of a binding agreement, an international quest that began in  1995 with a variety of interest groups pitched against each other. 

      The process he added took about five years and saw preparations take place on all the continents. 

      "In January 2000, agreement was reached on the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB) in Montreal, Canada   after more than five years of articulation of the elements of the protocol. The Protocol's major plank is to   contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of   living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the  conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, taking into account risks to human health, and specifically  focussing on transboundary movements." 

      Okopido said that the Nigerian government having recognised the value of the CPB, gave approval for Nigeria   to sign the protocol. "A major step was taken by Nigeria on the 24th of May 2000, when in compliance with  government directives, Nigeria signed the Cartagena protocol on Biosafety (CPB). This epoch-making event which took place in Nairobi, Kenya was part of the ceremonies of the Fifth Conference of Parties to the  Convention on Biological Diversity. 

      This protocol comes into effect when 50 members ratify it. Currently, there are 38 countries which have ratified the protocol." 

      Outlining the functions of the NBC, the secretary of the committee and the national project coordinator, Mr. Mathew Dore said that in recognition of the need to provide advice to government on biosafety, the NBC  shall among other things, be responsible for risk assessment and risk management, establish and review, as  necessary guidelines or both physical and biological containment and or control procedures appropriate to  the level of assessment risk. NBC shall also consult with the relevant government agencies and other  organisations as appropriate, advise where appropriate, on the training of personnel with regard to safety  procedures. 

      Moreover, NBC is expected to maintain an inventory of laboratories with physical and human capacities to  conduct research, undertake risk assessment and create a database of experiences in the releases of LMOs  and GMOs in the country. Just as it shall submit an annual report of its activities to the national focal Point  the federal Ministry of environment among other functions.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

New water index highlights haves and haves not 

  Thursday, December 12, 2002

  By Jeremy Lovell, 

  LONDON — A new Water Poverty Index developed to highlight the differences between water-rich and water-poor nations will be the cornerstone of the Third  Water Forum in the Japanese city of Kyoto next March. 

  The Index, developed by a team of researchers at Britain's Center for Ecology and  Hydrology and experts from the World Water Council, was unveiled Wednesday  ahead of the International Year of Freshwater. 

  Out of a total of 147 countries, it ranks Finland top followed by Canada, Iceland,  Norway, Guyana, Suriname, Austria, Ireland, Sweden, and Switzerland. 

  At the bottom end of the scale, Haiti lies at 147th, preceded by Niger, Ethiopia,  Eritrea, Malawi, Djibouti, Chad Benin, Rwanda, and Burundi. Not surprisingly, almost  all the most water-rich nations are in the northern hemisphere and almost all those  with the least water are in Africa. 

  But, in a departure from usual practice, the researchers did not only use access to  good quality water as their benchmark. They took five different criteria to construct  their index: resource, access, use, capacity, and environment. 

  Research team leader Caroline Sullivan said this explained why rich nations like the  United States ranked a relatively lowly 33rd while developing nations such as  Guyana and Suriname came in at fifth and sixth respectively. 

  "The International Water Poverty Index demonstrates that it is not the amount of  water resources available that determine poverty levels in a country, but the  effectiveness of how you use those resources," she said. 

  "The links between poverty, social deprivation, environmental integrity, water  availability, and health becomes clearer in the WPI, enabling policy makers ... to  identify where problems exist and the appropriate measures to deal with their  causes," she added. 

  Experts calculate that 20 percent of the world's population in a total of 30 countries  faced water shortages in 2000, a figure expected to climb to 30 percent or 2.3 billion  people in a total of 50 countries by 2025. 

  The Earth Summit in Johannesburg in September set the world a target of halving  the number of people without access to clean water and sanitation by 2015. 

  It is a commitment due to be turned into concrete plans on March 22 at the Kyoto  meeting which is already being flagged as likely to be the most important water  conference ever held. 

  The World Health Organization estimates that water-related infections hit more than  3 billion people every year, killing more than 5 million of them — mostly from  diarrheal diseases. 

  "In economic terms this represents a great loss both in terms of a reduction in the  labor force and in terms of the loss of productivity associated with this," Sullivan  said, adding that diarrhea alone costs $6 billion a year. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Friday, 13 December, 2002, 10:54 GMT 

Coral reefs start slow  recovery
Red Sea coral: Some reefs are slowly improving

By Alex Kirby 

BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Coral reefs in several parts of the world are showing tentative signs of recovery after years of damage, scientists say. 

               But they report the pattern is patchy, with improvements  in some areas balanced by continued degradation in others. 

               They say the corals face local threats, caused directly by  people, and global ones like climate change. 

               They are encouraged by  international efforts to arrest and reverse the corals' decline. 

               The scientists give their assessment in The Status Of The Coral Reefs Of The World 2002. It is published by the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network (GCRMN) in partnership with IUCN - The World Conservation Union. 

               Carl Gustaf Lundin, head of the IUCN marine programme, said: "Thanks to increased  international commitment to address the causes of coral degradation, such as dynamite fishing and sedimentation, some reef systems around the world are slowly recovering. 

               "But t is clear that our attempts at managing reefs to prevent their decline are still lagging behind the increasing rate of reef degradation. 

               Continued attrition 

               "There is a need to tackle two parallel agendas: the losses in coral reefs at local scales around the world from the direct  impacts of people, such as over-fishing, pollution and sedimentation; and the truly  global threats posed by climate change." 

               The report says 27% of the world's reefs have been lost, and a further 14% are expected to suffer               destruction in the next 10 or 20 years. 

               In 2002, it says, more than 400 reefs underwent bleaching,a process in which corals lose their               distinctive colour and acquire a bleached white appearance. 

               Triggers include environmental stresses like extreme temperature or light, low salinity and               various toxins. 

               IUCN says: "Reefs in eastern Africa and the Indian Ocean continue to degrade because of               sediment and nutrient runoff and over-exploitation of reef resources. 

               Global effort 

               "In Australia and Papua New Guinea - where 60% of the Great Barrier Reef was bleached in               2002, with some inshore reefs suffering up to 90% coral death - most reefs remain predominantly healthy due to low human pressures and effective management and monitoring." 

               The report was written by Dr Clive Wilkinson, an Australian marine scientist. 

               He said: "Our first 'state-of-the-reef'   report in 1998  identified mass coral bleaching, which killed               off around 16% of the world's coral stocks. 

               "The latest report  shows there has been  recovery, but it is in  areas that are quarantined from other               activity. That is largely due to the influence of the international community in recent years. 

               "The US has put a lot of money into its coral reef task force. Sweden has been funding  monitoring and research in east Africa, south-east Asia and the Indian Ocean; France has also been active. 

               Crucial year 

               "I am heartened by the recovery but apprehensive for the future. A large proportion of the stocks of big, old corals which facilitate fish productivity, have been lost. 

               "This season will be telling. A collapse in the  monsoon, an absence of trade winds and the        clear skies associated with another El Nino will weaken corals. 

               "Put an infusion of fresh water from a possible cyclone on top of that and you have trouble." 

               Research published in February 2002, funded by Conservation International, said 25% of the world's reefs had already been destroyed or badly damaged by problems arising from climate change. 

               The researchers said 58% of reefs were reported to be threatened by human activities. 

               Images copyright and courtesy of US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Canada sees Kyoto vote upping US green support
  OTTAWA - A vote by Canada's Parliament to back ratification of the Kyoto protocol on global warming should encourage Americans to   put pressure on Washington over its decision to abandon the treaty last year, the Canadian environment minister said this week. 

  U.S. President George W. Bush walked away from Kyoto on the grounds it would do too much damage to the U.S. economy but David  Anderson told Reuters that he thought it was quite possible Bush would change his mind before leaving office. 

  After the parliamentary vote on Tuesday, Prime Minister Jean Chretien said he intended to formally ratify the accord by the end of the  year. 

  "We certainly believe that Canada adopting the Kyoto target and introducing measures will be encouragement for people... nationally  across the United States to fight more vigorously within their own jurisdictions for a similar commitment," Anderson said in a 30-minute  interview. 

  Canada, the European Union and Japan say Washington should do more to fight global warming because the United States is the world's    biggest consumer of energy and the largest producer of the greenhouse gases blamed for global warming. 

  Anderson said public pressure for a change in the U.S. official position would increase as more and more people became aware of the  problems caused by climate-change calamities such as drought, storms and flooding. 

  "As time goes on we're going to see more extreme weather events, more recognition that certain states of the American south - such as   Florida and the Carolinas - are going to wind up looking a bit like North Africa," he said. 

  Recent studies into the water supply in regions immediately east of the Rocky Mountains showed agriculture was becoming   unsustainable in many states, Anderson said. 

  "I think that's the kind of thing which is going to tip U.S. opinion," he said. 

  "I don't rule out a switch at the U.S. federal level at all before Mr Bush steps down, on the assumption he gets a second term, within the   next six years. If he doesn't get a second term I think it might be even more likely," he said. 

  Canada has already signed an agreement with New Jersey on environmental standards and would continue talks with individual states   such as New York, Massachusetts and California to boost the cause of climate change, he said. 

  "We hope we can work up some sort of critical mass so that, for example, the auto industry regards it as desirable to have a universal  system based on standards with respect to fuel efficiency which is 25 percent above what it is today. That is technically achievable," he

  said. 

  Industry groups and several provinces say cutting greenhouse gases by the amount required under the accord would cause serious  economic damage. 

  Anderson said the government's determination to press ahead with implementing the plan would sent a clear message to the United  States, by far Canada's most important trading partner. 

  "The message says that there's a country which is reasonably sophisticated in terms of its industrial structure, which is capable of  remarkable success on the American market with its companies, believing (this) can be done without the major economic dislocations such  as the president has said will be incurred by the American economy," he said. 

  Kyoto obliges Canada to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 6 percent from 1990 levels by 2012. If no action is taken, Canadian emissions  by 2010 are predicted to be 33 percent above the 1990 level. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Penguin plague strikes Falklands
               Previous mysterious incidents have killed penguins  Thousands of penguins are being washed up dead and dying in the Falklands. 

               The islands are famous for their huge populations of  the sea birds, but in the past they have been hit by               mysterious ailments. 

               Now thousands of the Gentoo and Magellanic penguins  have been found on beaches partially paralysed and dying. 

               The birds have failed to  reach breeding grounds and naturalists have no  definite explanation. 

               One possible cause is  poisoning by a "red tide"  caused by an explosion of a type of microscopic sea

               plant. 

               Researchers from  Falklands Conservation  have been sent to areas  where birds have been  found, and specialist vets are also studying the  problem. 

               A Falklands Conservation spokesman said: "At present  the causes are still unknown. 

               "However, it seems that opinion is starting to favour a  'red tide' event, leading to poisoning of birds and top  predators. 

               "Red tides are caused by dinoflagellates, a microscopic red phytoplankton which blooms under certain               conditions to dangerous levels in the water. 

               "These tiny plants are fed on by larger animals which concentrate the toxins in their tissues. 

               "When eaten by a larger predator such as a penguin,  large numbers of these animals can prove fatal. 

               "Recently, a red tide algal bloom has led to the closure  of several shell fisheries along the Patagonian coast,  from the Santa Cruz coast to Chubut." 

               Largest population 

               Researchers are taking samples from the sea to check  for the presence of the toxic algae. 

               "We hope that this will either confirm or rule out a red  tide as an option," the spokesman said. 

               The Falklands population of Gentoo penguins was estimated last year at over 115,000 - the largest               population in the world, representing over 40% of the total species. 

               Last year a £25,000 study was carried out to see if  penguins were being affected by aircraft flying              overhead. 

               In the Falklands war two decades ago, some pilots  reported the birds tended to fall over when helicopters  flew past. 

               Scientists from the British Antarctic Survey filmed the  penguins on South Georgia as Royal Navy Lynx               helicopters flew over, and found no evidence of falling  penguins.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Cyprus

           Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Cyprus, has held intensive consultations in

     Copenhagen on 12 and 13 December 2002; that’s yesterday and today.  Unfortunately, it has not proved possible to

     achieve a comprehensive settlement.  However, the parties’ positions have never been closer and agreement seemed

     possible up until the last minute.  The Secretary-General’s revised 10 December proposal remains on the table.  While

     it is regrettable that the current opportunity has been missed, both sides have expressed their willingness to continue

     negotiations.

           It is very important that the unprecedented progress that has been made should be consolidated, and that all

     concerned redouble their efforts to achieve a settlement in the coming period.  An opportunity remains, particularly

     until 28 February, to resolve this problem and achieve a comprehensive settlement which would allow a reunited

     Cyprus to accede to the European Union.  The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser is travelling to New York tomorrow

     to report to the Secretary-General.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman.  If I can just read it into the record.

           “The Secretary-General is concerned about the recent decision by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

     (DPRK) to lift the freeze on its nuclear facilities maintained pursuant to the 1994 USA-DPRK Agreed Framework and to

     resume the operation and construction of nuclear facilities to generate electricity.

           “The Secretary-General urges the DPRK to comply with its safeguards agreement cooperating fully with the

     IAEA and not to undertake any unilateral act that might complicate the IAEA's ability to carry out its responsibilities

     under the IAEA-DPRK safeguards agreement.

           “The Secretary-General calls upon all concerned to cooperate to resolve the complex situation through

     peaceful means and strongly urges the continuation of international efforts to reach a positive outcome of the situation,

     consistent with international norms.”

           **North Korea/IAEA

           The Secretary-General spoke to reporters about North Korea as he entered the building today, saying that the  United Nations was in touch with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Koreans on the issue.

           He said, “I hope we will not get to the stage where they will kick out the inspectors.  I know there are hints     about that, but I hope it doesn’t happen.”

           IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei today said at a press conference in Vienna that if the Democratic  People’s Republic of Korea were to operate its nuclear facilities, it would have to be under proper safeguards.

           Yesterday, in a press release we made available upstairs, Mr. ElBaradei called upon the DPRK to act with

     restraint.  Noting a letter that he had received yesterday from the DPRK, which requested that the IAEA remove seals  and monitoring cameras on its nuclear facilities, Mr. ElBaradei said, “It is essential that the containment and  surveillance measures which are currently in place continue to be maintained.”  Any unilateral attempts to remove or  impede the functioning of the seals or cameras, he added, would not be in compliance with the Safeguards Agreement between the DPRK and the Agency.

           **Iraq Inspections

           According to our daily update from Iraq, a United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission  (UNMOVIC) team went to inspect the Communicable Diseases Control Centre in Baghdad today.  The centre is a  Government facility under the Ministry of Health.  This is a new site which was included in Iraq’s declaration of 1  October.  The team arrived at the site at 9:00 a.m.  As today is a Muslim holy day, the site had only one guard and a duty officer, who is an assistant technician.  The duty officer did not have the keys to the rooms and could not locate  the central key holder.  The team then decided to tag seals on several rooms they wanted to inspect later.  In the process, questions arose on the procedures for tagging.  At this point, a decision was made to involve the Iraqi National Monitoring Directorate, known as the NMD.

           The Director of the United Nation’s Ongoing Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Centre in Baghdad,

     Miroslav Gregoric, and General Hossam Amin of the NMD arrived at the site, and the matter was resolved quickly.    Seals were tagged on several rooms and the team left the site at around 1 p.m.

           A UNMOVIC team inspected the Al Kadhimiya plant and the Shumouk stores adjacent to that plant.  The site is involved with the Al Samood missile programme.

           Another UNMOVIC team inspected the Al Mussaib Pesticide Store, which sells ready-to-use pesticides. 

     Meanwhile, the IAEA undertook hydrological sampling at three major Iraq surface water drainage basins of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, just south of the thirty-third parallel.  Several samples were taken at each site, including water   sediment and vegetation.  A separate IAEA team conducted a wide-area gamma survey of the Baghdad area, which  included the Karama Sumood missile facility.  The full report from Baghdad is available upstairs.

           **Afghanistan

           Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hedi Annabi briefed the Security Council on

     Afghanistan this morning in an open meeting.  He looked at the current security situation in the country, and

     underscored the importance of establishing the Afghan National Army.  He appealed to the international community “to  provide both political and financial support to the reform of the security sector, which is absolutely vital to the peace  process”.

           Mr. Annabi also reviewed the progress of institutions of the Bonn Agreement, in particular the Afghan

     Independent Human Rights Commission.  He drew attention to the continuation of intimidation and violence by regional  and local commanders against civilians, intimidation and violence against women and persecution of minority groups.

           Though progress has been made one year after the Bonn agreement, he concluded, “we have not reached a

     point where the international community can afford to lapse into a state of complacency".

           **Security Council Consultations

           Following the open briefing, the Security Council went into consultations on Afghanistan, on a presidential

     statement on Liberia and on the elections of judges to the Rwanda Tribunal.  Formal meetings on Liberia and the  Tribunal are expected afterwards.

           Then at 3 p.m., the Council is scheduled to hold consultations on the Democratic Republic of the Congo for a  briefing by Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno.

           **Kosovo Council Mission

           This evening, a Security Council mission that will travel to Kosovo and Belgrade, Yugoslavia, will leave New York to start a four-day visit.

           Tomorrow, the Council mission, which is led by Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby, will arrive in Kosovo, where it  will meet over the weekend with senior officials of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and with Kosovar  political and civil society leaders.

           Then, on Monday, the Council mission will leave Pristina after a press conference and travel to Belgrade,

     where it will meet with Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica, Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic and other senior  officials.  It will return to New York the following day, and brief the Council on its trip on Thursday.

           **UNHCR in West Africa

           United Nations Assistant High Commissioner for Refugees Kamel Morjane today arrived in Abidjan, Côte

     d'Ivoire, on the first leg of a six-day trip to West Africa that will focus on the Côte d'Ivoire crisis.  He will visit Côte  d'Ivoire, Liberia, Ghana and Togo.

           In Côte d'Ivoire the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) sent a team on Wednesday to  Guiglo, in the west of the country, to re-establish contact with thousands of refugees stranded by fighting.

           **Cote d’Ivoire

           Kenzo Oshima, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator, today issued a statement in which he

     expresses his grave concern over increasing violence against civilians in Cote d'Ivoire and the impact of worsening  humanitarian conditions on the people of both Cote d’Ivoire and neighbouring countries.

           Since the beginning of the crisis on 19 September, escalating clashes between government and rebel forces

     have caused some 100,000 people to flee the country and have slowed economic trade throughout the region, already among the world's poorest.

           Reports from United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations, especially the disturbing news of  mass graves near Vavoua and Bouake, indicate that flagrant violations of international humanitarian and human rights  law have occurred.

           Fighting along the western border has made it nearly impossible for humanitarian aid to be delivered to     thousands of Liberian refugees and internally displaced persons, who have fled fighting in the area.

           Humanitarian efforts have been further hindered by the destruction of a UNHCR ferry used to transport refugees  between Côte d'Ivoire and Liberia, and the confiscation of some 20 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) vehicles. 

     The Emergency Relief Coordinator reminds all parties to the conflict of their obligations to ensure that civilians are  protected during armed conflict.

           We also have a press release on the deteriorating humanitarian situation.

           **Timor-Leste

           In Timor-Leste, the United Nations Police have arrested seven suspects in the burning of the house of Prime  Minister Mari Alkatiri, and 10 people for looting.  A quantity of stolen property, including vehicles, television sets and  refrigerators has been recovered.  The police are in the process of identifying the owner of the goods.

           The Special Representative, Kamalesh Sharma, announced that the investigation of the 4 December violence  continues.  He said that some discipline problems were evident within the Timor-Leste Police Service during the 4 December events, and immediate steps have been taken to deal with it.  They include the suspension, pending investigation of conduct, of six officers.

           **Al Qaeda Report

           The latest report of the group monitoring sanctions against Al Qaeda is expected to be presented on Monday  afternoon to the Security Council sanctions committee dealing with that issue.

           We hope to have Michael Chandler, the head of the group, and his team to discuss the report at the noon

     briefing on Tuesday.

           **Children and Armed Conflict

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara Otunnu, will introduce  his latest report, which lists parties that continue to recruit and use child soldiers.  He will do so on Monday, as our guest at the noon briefing.

           We have copies of an embargoed press release.  The report is expected to be available first thing Monday

     morning.  There is a contact listed on the embargoed press release for further information.

           **ILO/Real Madrid

           The Real Madrid Football Club and the International Labour Organization (ILO) are teaming up to raise a "red  card" to child labour in its worst forms.  About 246 million children worldwide are involved in child labour and nearly  three-quarters of them, about 180 million, are exposed to exploitative, often dangerous work.  That equals one out of every eight children around the world.

           Real Madrid and the ILO will bring the "Red Card to Child Labour" campaign to Madrid's Santiago Bernabéu  Stadium on “World Football Day”, 18 December, when the football team marks its centennial anniversary with a match  against a world selection team.

           We have more details in a press release.

           **Bali Condolences

           The United Nations is marking the occasion of the terrorist bomb attacks in Bali, Indonesia, two months ago,   by opening a book of condolences, which all United Nations staff who want to pay their respects can sign at the main  lobby of the Secretariat building.  It is open for signing through today, after which it will be presented to the Indonesian Mission.

           Last night at the Dag Hammarskjöld Auditorium, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs Nitin Desai presented Indonesia with a plaque that is to be incorporated in a memorial on the site of the Bali attacks.

           **Signings

           This morning, Trinidad and Tobago ratified the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, which  now has 152 parties, and the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which now has 42 parties.

           We have "The Week Ahead" for you.  If you want to prepare your work for next week, pick it up in my office.

           **Guest Introduction

           I see Jacques Klein in the back of the room, Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Head of

     Operations also, in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  He is our guest at the briefing.  We're glad he got out of his meeting with  the Secretary-General in time to join us.  Please come up, Jacques.

           And then Monday, as I mentioned to you, Olara Otunnu will be our guest.

           **UNCA

           And a final announcement for UNCA.  If you haven't voted yet, today is your last chance.  Polls close at 5

     p.m., so please vote.

           Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  (inaudible) (on Cyprus)

           Spokesman:  We have nothing more than what I read out.  If you want the text of what I read, I can make it

     available to you afterwards.

           Question:  What were the main reasons for the failure of the talks on Cyprus?

           Spokesman:  I don't want to get into that.  I think, if you've been reading the newspaper, you can figure it out.

           Question:  Do you have any further information on what was said in the meeting in Copenhagen concerning the Cyprus issue?

           Spokesman:  No, everything I've had to say, I'm afraid, is in this statement that I made.

           Question:  What about the Security Council?  Will it meet on Monday or Tuesday?

           Spokesman:  I don't have that information.  Check with my office afterwards.  I assume we didn't have that

     specific information, or I would have had it here.

           Question:  What is the next procedure now?

           Spokesman:  Well, as I mentioned in the statement, we have until         28 February, if that's the date, to bring this matter to a close.  Both parties have indicated they're willing to continue talking.  So we'll try to bring them  together before that date.

           Question:  Are you in a position to tell us anything about the meetings that will be happening with regard to  the Iraqi declaration at the Security Council?

           Spokesman:  I have nothing on that to give you.  You might want to try the President when he comes out of  the consultation room.

           Okay, over to you, Richard.

           Spokesman for President of the General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           The Plenary is not meeting today but the Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) is.  They are in     informal consultations this morning and are scheduled to meet this afternoon in open session to take action on the     remaining drafts for consideration at this session.  These agenda items include:  programme planning; scale of     assessments; United Nations common system; United Nations pension system; the financing of international     tribunals; financing of peacekeeping; financing of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL); programme   budget for the biennium 2002-2003; pattern of conferences; proposed programme budget outline for the biennium 2004-2005; and, finally, closure of the work of the Fifth Committee.

           The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) is scheduled to complete its  work this morning.

                 Informal discussions continue on two draft resolutions; one on religious and cultural understanding, harmony and cooperation (A/57/L.12); the other under agenda item 52 (strengthening of the United Nations system).

            This afternoon there will be a briefing entitled:  “The Role of the Tajikistan Drug Control Agency in Combating the Traffic in Narcotics from Afghanistan”.  It will be chaired by:  H.E. Mr. Rashid Alimov, Permanent Representative of the  Republic of Tajikistan to the United Nations; and Mr. Vincent McClean, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  (UNODC) Representative in New York.  The speaker will be General Rustam Nazarov, Director of the Tajikistan Drug  Control Agency, and the special guest will be H.E. Mr. Talbak Nazarov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan.  Contrary to the note in the Journal today, this briefing will be open and media are invited to attend.

           Next Monday the Plenary will take action on draft resolutions on eight agenda items.  These are:  follow-up to the outcome of the twenty-sixth special session on HIV/AIDS [42]; follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit  [44]; strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance, including special economic  assistance [21];  cooperation between the United Nations and regional and other organizations [22]; United Nations Year of Cultural Heritage [23]; assistance in mine action [28]; situation in Central America [38]; and International Year of Rice, 2004 [168].

           Any questions?  Thank you.

*** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________




� HYPERLINK  \l "Conference" ��Caspian News Agency -   First ECO environment Ministers Conference started its work in Tehran 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Waste" ��ENS -  Governents Craft Hazardous Waste Strategic Plan�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Governments" ��AFP -  Governments adopt plan to clamp down on hazardous wastes by 2010� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Biosafety" ��Africa  News - Nigeria;  Developing National Biosafety Framework


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Reuters - New water index highlights haves and haves not 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Reefs" ��BBC - Coral reefs start slow  recovery�


EastAfrican  - In its 30 years of Existence, what has UNEP Achieved (Article in this week's paper)
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