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 SKI RESORTS FACE WARMING THREAT

BYLINE: BY CP

DATELINE: OTTAWA

BODY:
The global ski industry is in for a slide as climate change reduces average snowfall and melts glaciers, says a study done for the UN Environmental Program.

Snowfall at low-altitude ski resorts will become increasingly unreliable and unpredictable in coming years, says the study by researchers at the University of Zurich, Switzerland.

It says the ski season in Eastern Canada could, if current snowmaking technology remains in use, decline by between seven and 32 per cent by 2050. 

"Climate change will have the effect of pushing more and more winter sports higher and higher up mountains," said lead researcher Rolf Burki.

"As ski resorts in lower altitudes face bankruptcy, the pressure in highly environmentally sensitive upper-altitude areas rises along with the pressures to build new ski lifts and other infrastructure."

Climate change is already affecting some of the world's most popular skiing regions, says the report. An estimated 15 per cent of Swiss resorts now have unreliable snowfall.

Some Italian resorts are also having major problems. In Austria, the snow line is expected to rise 200 to 300 metres over the next 30 to 50 years.

Colin Chedore, president of the Canadian Ski Council, said Canadian ski operators are aware of the climate issue but don't expect problems in the forseeable future.

"When you get into the higher mountains we don't think it will be a problem. They may have to make snow at the lower levels, which a lot of them are doing now.

"When you get into Ontario, Quebec and Atlantic Canada we've got incredible, powerful snowmaking systems and new technology."

Modern snowmaking equipment can cover an acre of land with a foot of snow in an hour, he said.

"If you ever did a tour of some of these resorts . . . you'll likely see hundreds of miles of pipe . . . with major investments into compressors and pumps."
Edmonton Sun (Alberta, Canada)
WARMING TREND HURTS SKI RESORTS

BYLINE: BY CP

DATELINE: OTTAWA

BODY:
The global ski industry is in for a slide as climate change reduces average snowfall and melts glaciers, says a study done for the UN Environmental Program.

Snowfall at low-altitude ski resorts will become increasingly unreliable and unpredictable in coming years, says the study by researchers at the University of Zurich, Switzerland. 

It says the ski season in Eastern Canada could, if current snowmaking technology remains in use, decline by between seven and 32 per cent by 2050.

"Climate change will have the effect of pushing more and more winter sports higher and higher up mountains," said lead researcher Rolf Burki.

"As ski resorts in lower altitudes face bankruptcy, the pressure in highly environmentally sensitive upper-altitude areas rises along with the pressures to build new ski lifts and other infrastructure."

Climate change is already affecting some of the world's most popular skiing regions, says the report. An estimated 15 per cent of Swiss resorts now have unreliable snowfall.

Some Italian resorts are also having major problems. In Austria, the snow line is expected to rise 200 to 300 metres over the next 30 to 50 years.

Colin Chedore, president of the Canadian Ski Council, said Canadian ski operators are aware of the climate issue but don't expect problems in the forseeable future.

"When you get into the higher mountains we don't think it will be a problem. They may have to make snow at the lower levels, which a lot of them are doing now.

"When you get into Ontario, Quebec and Atlantic Canada we've got incredible, powerful snowmaking systems and new technology."

Modern snowmaking equipment can cover an acre of land with a foot of snow in an hour, he said. But Chedore acknowledged the technology is useless if temperatures rise above zero.
The Record (Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario
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Ski industry heading downhill because of global warming

SOURCE: Canadian Press

DATELINE: OTTAWA

BODY:
The global ski industry is in for a slide as climate change reduces average snowfall and melts glaciers, says a study done for the UN Environmental Program.

Snowfall at low-altitude ski resorts will become increasingly unreliable and unpredictable in coming years, says the study by researchers at the University of Zurich.

It says the ski season in Eastern Canada could, if current snowmaking technology remains in use, decline by between seven and 32 per cent by 2050. 

"Climate change will have the effect of pushing more and more winter sports higher and higher up mountains," said lead researcher Rolf Burki.

"As ski resorts in lower altitudes face bankruptcy, the pressure in highly environmentally sensitive upper-altitude areas rises along with the pressures to build new ski lifts and other infrastructure."

Climate change is already affecting some of the world's most popular skiing regions, says the report. An estimated 15 per cent of Swiss resorts now have unreliable snowfall.

Some Italian resorts are also having major problems.

In Austria, the snow line is expected to rise 200 to 300 metres over the next 30 to 50 years.

Colin Chedore, president of the Canadian Ski Council, said Canadian ski operators are aware of the climate issue but don't expect problems in the foreseeable future.

"When you get into the higher mountains we don't think it will be a problem. They may have to make snow at the lower levels, which a lot of them are doing now.

"When you get into Ontario, Quebec and Atlantic Canada we've got incredible, powerful snowmaking systems and new technology."

Modern snowmaking equipment can cover an acre of land with a foot of snow in an hour, he said.

"If you ever did a tour of some of these resorts . . . you'll likely see hundreds of miles of pipe, they're like refineries with major investments into compressors and pumps."

But Chedore acknowledged the technology is useless if temperatures rise above zero.

The UNEP report suggests that warmer temperatures could make snowmaking "inefficient and expensive, if not impossible."

Nor are high mountain resorts immune to the climate threat.

Melting permafrost will increase the risk of landslides at high altitudes and make it more difficult to anchor cable stations, lift masts and other structures, says the report.

Avalanches are expected to become more common above 2,000 metres, a significant concern for Canada's upscale heli-skiing industry.

Swiss glaciers have lost more than a quarter of their surface over the past 150 years. Glacial cover along the eastern slope of the Rockies is close to its lowest level in 10,000 years, according to Statistics Canada.

The UN International Panel on Climate Change estimates that average temperatures will rise by between 1.4 degrees C and 5.8 degrees C by 2100 unless action is taken to significantly cut greenhouse emissions.
LLi 14/12/2003) 
Liberte (Algerie)

NEPAD : projets environnementaux
Jusqu’où iront les bailleurs de fonds ?
Par 
Faïçal Medjahed 
Lu (79 fois) 

La conférence sur le partenariat pour la mise en œuvre du plan d’action sur l’initiative environnementale du Nepad, qui se déroulera les 15 et 16 décembre prochains, à Alger, permettra, selon le ministre de l’Environnement, aux partenaires de l’Afrique bilatéraux et multilatéraux de finaliser l’approche programmatique et les projets banquables prioritaires.  Cette conférence réunira, indique-t-on, plus de 1 000 participants, 30 ministres et plusieurs personnalités de renommée international, tels M. Klaus Topfer, directeur exécutif du PNUE, Len Good, président du Fonds de l’environnement mondial, Wiseman Knulu, président du secrétariat du Nepad, et Michel Camdessus, représentant personnel du président de la République française auprès du Nepad. Les pays africains présenteront lors de cette conférence, indique-t-on, un plan d’action de l’initiative environnementale du Nepad dont le montant global est estimé à 30 millions de dollars. L’Italie, en tant que président de l’Union européenne, annoncera, dit-on, sa contribution au développement de l’Afrique dénommée “initiative Italie-Afrique”.
_________________________________________________________________________

Le Matin

68 projets pour convaincre
C'est aujourd'hui que s'ouvre au Palais des nations à Alger, sous la présidence d'Abdelaziz Bouteflika, la conférence de partenariat pour la mise en uvre du plan d'action de l'initiative environnementale pour le Nepad. Ce rendez-vous africain est attendu depuis le sommet de la Terre en 2001 face aux bailleurs de fonds, à savoir les pays donateurs et les institutions financières internationales. 
Les chefs d'Etat africains, notamment les initiateurs du Nepad, auront à défendre durant ces deux jours leurs 68 projets pour convaincre les bailleurs de fonds. Une conférence qui permettra aux partenaires de l'Afrique bilatéraux et multilatéraux de considérer les voies et les moyens d'accompagner la mise en uvre du plan susnommé et de finaliser l'approche programmatique et des projets banquables prioritaires y afférents. L'Italie, en tant que président de l'Union européenne, y annoncera sa contribution au développement de l'Afrique à travers une action dénommée Initiative Italie-Afrique. La France, présidente du G8, sera représentée par l'ex-patron du FMI, Michel Camdessus. 
Seront présents à cette réunion près de 1 200 participants en plus de 30 ministres africains, des organisations des Nations unies, 7 institutions financières internationales, notamment le directeur exécutif du Pnue, Klaus Topfer, et le président du Fonds de l'environnement mondial, Len Good, et le professeur Weiseman Nkulu, président du secrétariat du Nepad, en plus de 61 organismes internationaux et près de 230 autres participants experts et ONG. 
Les 68 projets identifiés par les réunions préparatoires et la conférence d'Alger pour le développement durable à travers l'Afrique, seront débattus par les experts africains à partir de samedi avant de les soumettre à la mi-décembre aux bailleurs de fonds. 
Ces projets sont classés en six sous-régions, à savoir l'UMA, le Sahel, l'Afrique australe, l'équatoriale, l'orientale et l'occidentale et seront répartis en fonction des besoins, de la disposition et des capacités de chaque sous-région. Les pays maghrébins présenteront au forum des bailleurs de fonds une partie des 11 projets intégrés agréés par l'Union du Maghreb arabe. Des projets liés à la préservation des zones humides, celle des sols et des zones de montagne, la lutte contre la désertification. Les pays africains, regroupés en 6 sous-régions, pour finaliser des projets communs adaptés aux spécificités de la sous-région à laquelle ils appartiennent, auront à développer des projets communs aux zones transfrontalières, tels que la transsaharienne qui se situe entre les pays du Maghreb et ceux du Sahel, et aussi celle du gazoduc reliant l'Algérie au Nigeria, soit la sous-région du Maghreb à l'Afrique occidentale. La région du Maghreb a retenu au terme de la réunion d'Alger des 15 et 16 novembre dernier 5 projets. Les plus importants sont, certes, la lutte contre la désertification d'un montant global de 20 milliards de dollars, le développement et la mise en valeur des zones de montagne d'une valeur de 16 millions de dollars, ainsi que la protection des zones oasis et des microclimats spécifiques sahariens, celle des zones humides et la création d'un observatoire pour la prévention de la sécheresse dans les pays du Maghreb. Le Pnue, dont le représentant Ahmed Djoghlaf a animé une conférence de presse hier, a rappelé que l'Afrique a besoin d'être assistée sur le plan des ressources humaines. C'est pourquoi l'institution onusienne lui a alloué 30 millions de dollars pour les cinq ans à venir pour renforcer les capacités humaines et institutionnelles nécessaires à la mise en uvre des priorités d'intervention du plan d'action environnemental du Nepad.
Ghada Hamrouche

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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[image: image6]Del océano al acuario doméstico
·  El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente denuncia que cada año se capturan sin apenas control 10 millones de peces marinos con fines ornamentales.

 
ANTONIO MADRIDEJOS
15/12/2003 
El pez payaso Nemo y el pez cirujano Dory , protagonistas de la última película de Walt Disney, capean con ingenio los avatares de la vida, incluida la reclusión en una pecera, pero la triste realidad es que numerosas especies de peces iguales que ellos, tropicales y de agua salada, se enfrentan a un incierto futuro por culpa del "escandaloso comercio de los acuarios marinos", según denuncia el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 

A diferencia de los acuarios de agua dulce, cuyos peces suelen haber sido criados en granjas, la mayoría de los peces de agua salada son extraídos de su hábitat natural sin la más mínima gestión sostenible, generalmente en el Sureste asiático y Oceanía. El PNUMA calcula que cada año se capturan entre 9 y 10 millones de unidades. 

El PNUMA presentó recientemente un detallado informe, Del océano al acuario , sobre las más de 500 especies marinas --incluyendo también anémonas, crustáceos y moluscos-- que se capturan para satisfacer la demanda pública y privada de EEUU, Europa y Japón. Se calcula que el negocio mueve entre 165 y 270 millones de euros anuales (entre 27.400 y 44.800 millones de pesetas). 

"La recolección de peces alimenta una industria muy legítima", insiste Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del PNUMA, pero una mala gestión puede causar daños irreversibles en los arrecifes de coral de donde suelen proceder. "El uso sostenible ayuda en las regiones donde otras opciones para generar ingresos son limitadas". El informe pone el ejemplo de que un kilo de peces de colores le reporta a un pescador de Maldivas casi 100 veces más dinero que un kilo de peces criados para comida. 

Diferente el agua dulce 

Prácticamente todos los peces de agua dulce comercializados en España, sean originarios del Amazonas o de Indochina, han sido criados en cautividad (el PNUMA cita un 90% a nivel mundial). "Los acuarios de agua dulce son mucho más fáciles de mantener, más baratos y ofrecen muchas más posibilidades de reproducción", resume Miguel Haro, presidente de la Asociación Española de Acuariófilos (AEA). 

Los porcentajes se invierten en las especies de agua salada porque su explotación industrial es más difícil. Lo normal es que humildes buceadores --en Indonesia, Filipinas o Vanuatu-- se zambullan durante horas en busca de peces de colores que luego malvenden a precios irrisorios. En el peor de los casos, denuncia el informe, se lanza cianuro de sodio para atontar a los peces y capturarlos en la superficie, con un evidente daño para los arrecifes donde moran. 

Enric Durán, del comercio Dauers Aquaris , explica que los acuarios de agua salada son minoritarios en España, restringidos a gente con un cierto interés: "Se necesita dedicación y experiencia", explica. No sólo son peces más caros y de mayor tamaño, sino que el agua debe salarse artificialmente. No hay compras compulsivas. De hecho, la demanda de peces payaso "no ha variado" tras el estreno de Buscando a Nemo , pone como ejemplo Javier, de Meridiana Aquárium , también en Barcelona. Lo mismo opina Durán. "Los que entienden no compran por capricho". 

La AEA recomienda acudir a comercios acreditados y evitar gangas. No hay otra manera de asegurar la compra. El Consejo de Acuarios Marinos (www.aquariumcouncil.org), una organización internacional sin ánimo de lucro, impulsa un sistema para certificar que las capturas siguen criterios sostenibles, asegurando nuevas cosechas, y que reportan beneficios a las comunidades locales, pero la iniciativa aún no ha llegado a España. 

En cualquier caso, Haro insiste en que los comercios, salvo contadísimas excepciones, cumplen la ley y no venden especies incluidas en el CITES (el tratado internacional sobre animales protegidos). Haro también lamenta que la película de Disney pueda transmitir una imagen errónea de los acuarios --"los animales viven más tiempo que en libertad"-- y recuerda críticamente que Nemo contribuye a expandir un falso mito: los animales lanzados al retrete sobreviven puesto que, a la larga, acaban llegando al mar: "Eso es totalmente imposible". 
AllAfrica News

UN Environment Chief Says Green Plan Central to African Development 
United Nations (New York) 
NEWS
December 15, 2003 
Posted to the web December 15, 2003 
The success of an environmental plan for African countries is essential to the continent's development, a senior United Nations official told a two-day meeting which opened today in Algiers. 

Klaus Töepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), hailed the gathering, officially called the Partners' Conference on the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). "Today's meeting shows that [the international community] remains determined to help Africans place their countries on a path of development and prosperity," he said. 

He stressed that the NEPAD environment plan would "help African countries address the continent's environmental challenges, while encouraging sustainable development in one of the poorest regions in the world." 

This effort, he added, will also contribute to the success of the Millennium Development Goals, a set of time-specific, measurable targets - including the halving of extreme poverty by 2015 and stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS - agreed to by the world's countries in 2000. 

Islamabad News

UNEP official stresses more funding for improving environment

By Rauf Klasra

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Executive Director of the UNEP, Shafqat Kakakhel, has said the international community rightly expects from Pakistan to correct its administrative structure at a federal and provincial level. He also called for the allocation of more funds in the budget to improve the environmental situation in the country.

In an interview with The News here on Monday after addressing a launching ceremony of the Proteus project in Pakistan, the former Pakistani ambassador, who entered the Foreign Service in 1966 and left in 1998 to join the UNO, Shafqat Kakakhel, spoke frankly on variety of issues and challenges that Pakistan was confronting today. He offered several suggestions to improve the situation and how to address the alarming issue of pollution in Pakistan on a sustainable basis.

Before joining the UNEP, Kakakhel had served as the high commissioner to Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia. The UNEP is the United Nations agency working for the protection of the environment in the developing countries, including Pakistan.

When asked what kinds of measures were expected from the Pakistan government to correct its environmental policies, Kakakhel said that the modern world rightly expected Pakistan to review its environmental situation and give its citizens the right to a healthy environment. He suggested that there should firstly be an increase in total resource allocation for the environment.

He said presently environmental ministries were working at the federal and provincial levels and there was a need for bringing about administrative and structural changes and improvement so the alarming issues of environmental pollution and hazards at both federal and the provincial levels of government.

"We also need to introduce strict laws to protect the environment from becoming pollution and strengthen the existing laws," said Kakakhel, adding, "we also need to closely work with industry in Pakistan to implement an eco-friendly and modern industry because many existing industrial units are causing pollution in Pakistan."

He referred to the tanneries in Kasur district, where now people even had no water to drink because of the industrial waste and pollution. About the oil spill disaster in Karachi, he said that it was not the first accident as a ship carrying oil, was damaged in Spain and caused similar environmental damages in that country. However, he added: "We need to strengthen our know-how about such oil-related disasters to avoid a repetition of such incidents in future. The UNEP was already cooperating with the government of Pakistan to help introduce damage control measures in Karachi after the oil spill disaster."

He said that the oil spill no doubt had put huge impact on the environment of Karachi, adding that the government needed to strengthen the laws to control such incidents and save maritime life. The government had appointed a committee to study the issue to which UNEP had contributed. A UNEP conference had been planned for Karachi in February, where experts would be invited to speak on the environmental issues confronting the people of Karachi after the oil spill. "The experts will also list the steps for the government and policy-makers to address such problems at sustainable level." He suggested that the institutions working within and outside the government especially needed to be strengthened to address the environmental issues.

When asked was he satisfied with the steps of the government with regards to improvement in the environment, he said the government has done many good things in the past.

However, he stressed the need for doing more because the issue was very serious and "we all need sustainable and meaningful efforts". Institutions needed to work closely with each other for better results on environment front because environmental problems were on the rise in the big cities with pollution and a lack of proper planning.

He said when the people fail to get healthy environment, they feel irritated, which leads to violence in the society. "If our cities are healthy, the dwellers will be healthy as violence, pollution and environmental hazards are closely linked to each other. If the environment is corrected the violence from society would automatically come down; better use of environment so that natural resources are not wasted is vital and for this purpose, we need sustainable efforts for environmental protection."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Kyoto Fate Unclear as UN Climate Talks End

MILAN - A U.N. conference on global warming put off a dispute over aid to OPEC states on its last day last week with the Kyoto protocol hanging by a thread amid uncertainty over Russian ratification. 

Many nations reaffirmed support for the 1997 pact despite scant progress at the 12-day Milan talks on ways to fight rising temperatures blamed for more droughts, storms and for melting glaciers that may raise sea levels. 

Organizers said delegates agreed to set up a new fund to help poor countries adapt to the impact of warming temperatures but shelved the thorniest issue of whether cash could go to OPEC states if consumers shift to wind or solar power. 

"The Special Climate Change Fund can go ahead," said Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, told a news conference. The accord was set to be formally adopted later last week. 

She said the fund would aid developing states, giving new technology and helping them to adapt policies in everything from health to farming. 

But the conference put off debate over whether it could also foster "economic diversification." Saudi Arabia and other oil producers argue they should get help to diversify if renewable energies like wind or solar power dent demand for fossil fuels. 

Donors say the fund, likely to total about $50 million a year, would be bankrupted if it went to OPEC. Countries led by the European Union have promised about $410 million extra a year to help developing countries facing climate change. 

RUSSIAN ACTION? 

Meanwhile, Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov, whose country holds the key to whether Kyoto enters into force, told Japanese media that Moscow was preparing a "special action plan" to ratify. He gave no deadline. 

Supporters of Kyoto at the 180-nation talks welcomed his remarks, which follow a string of apparently contradictory statements from Moscow about the deal to rein in emissions from factories, cars and power plants. 

Kyoto aims overall to cut rich countries' emissions of carbon dioxide by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. 

"The Kyoto protocol is the only game in town," German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin said, expressing confidence that Russia would ratify. The United States has said Kyoto is too costly and wrongly excludes developing nations. 

Environmentalists accused Washington of trying to torpedo the accord. "Kyoto is moving forward despite efforts by the Bush administration to undermine the process," Jennifer Morgan, director of the WWF climate change program. 

Steve Sawyer, climate policy chief of Greenpeace, said that Russia's choice on Kyoto would be a test of its role in the world after the September 11 attacks on the United States. 

"Russia can either be seen as a force for multilateralism or can decide to go it alone and become a new rogue state like the United States," he said. 

Trittin said that Kyoto would bring big foreign investments to Russia and spur its economy. But Moscow told the talks last week that hopes of economic benefits were "illusory." 

Moscow has also said warmer weather might help extend farm areas north. Diplomats say Russia may want membership of the World Trade Organization as a price for ratification. 

Without Russia, Kyoto will collapse because it needs backing by nations accounting for 55 percent of emissions of carbon dioxide to start. So far it has reached 44 percent and needs Russia's 17 in the absence of a U.S. stake of 36 percent. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Cameroon demands bushmeat action 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The rate at which Africa is devouring its wildlife is entirely unsustainable, Cameroon's Environment Minister says. 
He is demanding international action to control the trade, which produces as much as five million tonnes of bushmeat from the Congo basin alone every year. 

The trade threatens the survival of several already endangered species, including elephants and great apes. 

The minister, Chief Clarkson Oben Tanyi-Mbianyor, is visiting London to address a Bushmeat Campaign conference. 

The campaign says Mr Tanyi's call for international cooperation is the first time any African leader has made such a proposal. 

Time to stop 
The aim of the conference is to secure agreement on how to tackle the unsustainable bushmeat trade, in which London plays a prominent part. 

Other speakers include Ghana's Minister for Lands and Forests, Dominic Fobih, the Okyenhene (tribal king) of Akyem Abuakwa in eastern Ghana, the UK's International Development Minister, Gareth Thomas MP, and representatives of the timber trade. 

Mr Tanyi told BBC News Online: "I am calling on our partners to try to help our efforts in fighting the bushmeat trade. 

"What we are saying is that we cannot go on selling bushmeat, because people believe in looking after the environment. 

"It's not local consumption that's the problem, but the wider trade, taking the meat into the towns and out of the country. 

"So we're calling on our partners to fight the trade by helping us to recruit and train eco-guards, and by providing local people with alternative ways of earning a living that will keep them out of the forest. 

"Some of these forest concessions can be up to 70,000 hectares in size, so the guards will need to be able to communicate with each other. We're hoping other countries will help us to equip them. 

"This is in the context of Cameroon itself, of course. But I am also speaking in a wider context, about the need to fight the bushmeat trade across west and central Africa. 

Looking for action 
"And I'll be asking Mr Thomas for his help in stamping it out in the UK. But the best way to tackle it is to fight it at source, and keep the animals in the forest." 

Adam Matthews, the Bushmeat Campaign's director, is hoping Mr Thomas will spell out how the UK Department for International Development plans to implement the conclusions of a recent study it carried out on the links between wildlife and poverty. 

He said: "Now that African governments have recognised that bushmeat is a priority the international community must act, act now, and act quickly to make funding available to address the bushmeat crisis." 

Mr Matthews told BBC News Online: "That study said 150 million people - one in eight of the world's poor - depend on wildlife for both protein and income. 

"The report's recommendations were excellent, but we have yet to see any move towards carrying them out. I hope the UK will incorporate wildlife into its poverty strategies." 

Some zoologists believe the bushmeat trade is so important to people's survival that it would be better to try to control it than to stamp it out. 

They say it may be possible to tell when large species like apes are reaching a dangerous point by seeing when smaller animals like cane rats enter the market. 

The smaller species tend to do so just before the flagship animals reach crisis point, and this could serve as a warning mechanism. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

R[image: image7.png]


ussia doubts and emission concerns cloud Kyoto pact
By Vanessa Houlder in Milan
Published: December 15 2003 4:00 | Last Updated: December 15 2003 4:00
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As the latest round of international climate talks closed on Friday, Europe's environment ministers insisted that "the Kyoto Protocol is the only game in town".

But the dogged optimism of Kyoto's champions at Milan was challenged by Russia's continuing ambivalence and claims that the treaty will need to be radically rethought if it is to survive beyond the next decade.

Russia's indecision about whether to ratify the protocol - a move that would bring it into force - is proving frustrating for politicians and the business community, according to Margot Wallstrom, the EU environment commissioner. The country continued to give mixed signals about its intention last week, when Alexander Bedritski, head of the Russian delegation, said it wanted further negotiations on the protocol's rules on foreign investments in clean technology.

These demands were dismissed by some analysts as stalling tactics designed to further Russia's goal of winning concessions on other issues, such as World Trade Organisation membership. Environmental groups and EU politicians remained largely optimistic that Russia - which stands to gain financially from its participation in the protocol - will confirm its intention to ratify following the presidential elections in March.

But the question of Russian ratification is not the only issue that could undermine the treaty. There are concerns about whether the protocol's participants will achieve their greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. More profoundly, there are doubts about whether the protocol will prove a suitable foundation on which to build the broader and deeper effort to control greenhouse gas emissions required in the decades to come.

"It is not at all clear that we have a pathway that leads on to the next step," said David Kemp, the environment minister of Australia, which is not planning to ratify the treaty. Only two of the world's six largest greenhouse gas emitters - together responsible for 70 per cent of global emissions - had so far taken on legally binding targets, he said.

The US administration, which sent a substantial delegation to the Milan talks, also stressed its opposition to Kyoto and spelled out its vision of an alternative, technology-led approach. The US saw the conference "as being a terrific opportunity to put on the table the issue of technology innovation," said Paula Dobriansky, head of the US delegation.

These arguments were coolly received by Kyoto's supporters, many of whom argued that research was being used as an excuse for inaction by the US. But some conceded that even if Kyoto entered into force, there might be a need to discuss alternative frameworks.

Under the protocol, negotiations on a second round of commitments, for the period beyond 2012, are due to start by 2005. The question of how to involve more countries - notably the US and the large developing countries - in reducing emissions could not be put off for long.

On the sidelines of the Milan meeting, diplomats, business people and policy analysts began thrashing out this issue. Raul Estrada, the Argentine ambassador who played a crucial role in securing agreement for the Kyoto Protocol six years ago, said it was "imperative" to begin thinking about a broader approach that could draw in non-participants. A single protocol might prove insufficient, he said. It might be necessary to have two or three protocols, with different sets of commitments to meet countries' different needs.

Flexibility and a sensitivity to the politics of individual countries will be crucial in securing a successful future agreement, according to a study by the Pew Centre on Global Climate Change, a US think-tank, which was launched at the Milan meeting. A multilateral approach "must be flexible enough to accommodate different types of commitments and national strategies," said Eileen Claussen, president.

But not everyone is convinced of the necessity of improving on the Kyoto Protocol. Margaret Beckett, the UK environment secretary, said she felt "instinctive alarm" about the possibility of wasting time in trying to create a new structure. "The more we build on what we have, rather than invent a new process, the more we are likely to be successful."

In the next few months, attention will continue to be focused on the question of Russia's ratification. But the uncertainty over the protocol's immediate future could soon be outstripped by the much greater uncertainty about where it is leading.
BBC

West Africa's ivory trade thrives 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


A lively illegal trade in ivory is now flourishing in three populous states in West Africa, conservation groups say. 
They found more ivory in Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal than the countries' own elephant populations could produce. 

The wildlife trade monitoring network Traffic and the global conservation group WWF say West Africa's vibrant ivory markets spur the poachers on. 

They believe much of the ivory their teams found will have come from animals slaughtered by gangs in central Africa. 

Any international ivory trade must be sanctioned by Cites, the United Nations Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species. 

Sidestepping the law 
Domestic trade within a country is a matter of national legislation. Ivory Coast banned the trade in 1997, and it is supposed to be controlled by law in Senegal and Nigeria. 

But a report by Traffic and WWF says investigators found more than 4,000 kilogrammes of "illegal" ivory on public display in nine cities in the three countries. 

It says this volume of ivory represents the tusks of more than 760 elephants, although recent data from IUCN-The World Conservation Union suggest there may be no more than 543 elephants left in the three countries. 

The report is entitled More Ivory Than Elephants: Domestic Ivory Markets In Three West African Countries. 

One of its authors, Tom Milliken, of Traffic, said: "These studies show just a snapshot of the problem. 

"When we factor in all of the uncontrolled manufacturing, buying and selling over a year, these numbers climb to frightening dimensions." 

The report says much of the ivory found on sale came from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, the Central African Republic and Gabon. 

It says these countries make up Africa's most troubled region for elephant conservation. 

Kept in the dark 
The authors say inadequate legislation and poor law enforcement allow the trade to flourish in the three countries surveyed, and that this threatens elephants' survival both there and in central Africa. 

They say: "All three governments are in breach of ivory market control requirements... under Cites. Furthermore, the wildlife authorities responsible for implementing Cites are systematically barred from the ports of entry and exit." 

Dr Susan Lieberman of WWF said: "Not only is there a lack of political will to implement Cites, allowing traders to act with immunity from prosecution, but corruption is preventing effective controls on the ivory trade. 

"It is time that Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal took concrete steps to effectively implement Cites in their countries." 

The report says the situation is most alarming in Nigeria, with higher volumes of ivory identified than in a previous undercover survey carried out in 1999. 

It says: "If Nigeria fails to comply with Cites requirements to regulate internal trade in ivory by March 2004, it could find that all legal trade in Cites-listed wildlife species to and from the country is suspended." 

But the report makes it clear that not all the responsibility for the trade belongs to the three countries themselves. 

It says the main buyers of the ivory are expatriates, tourists, and business visitors from France and Italy, China and South Korea, and the US. In some cases diplomats are involved. 

All images courtesy and copyright of WWF-Canon/Martin Harvey. 
Story from BBC NEWS:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Illegal Ivory Trade Thrives in West Africa 
GLAND, Switzerland, December 15, 2003 (ENS) - The West African nations of Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal are failing to stem the illegal ivory trade that threatens the survival of elephants, conservation groups say. A new report from WWF and the wildlife trade monitoring network TRAFFIC finds there is more illegal ivory than elephants in these three countries. 

The illegal ivory market is the principal force driving elephant poaching, the conservation groups say, and all three governments are in breach of ivory market control requirements under international regulations governing the trade in endangered wildlife species. 

Undercover investigators visited nine cities in Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal and found more than 4,000 kilograms (9,000 pounds) of ivory on public display - a volume that represents the ivory of more than 760 elephants. 

According to recent data from the World Conservation Union (IUCN) there may be no more than 543 elephants in these countries. 
Poaching driven by the illegal ivory trade - along with habitat loss - are the key threats to elephants in the wild. (Photo courtesy FAO )
The report, "More Ivory than Elephants: Domestic Ivory Markets in Three West African Countries," determines that much of the ivory found on sale came from the war torn Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Central African Republic and Gabon. 

These countries make up Africa's most troubled region for elephant conservation, according to the report. 

It says inadequate domestic legislation and poor law enforcement in Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal are threatening the survival of elephants in these countries and Central Africa. 

"These studies show just a snapshot of the problem," said Tom Milliken, director of TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa and coauthor of the report. "When we factor in all of the uncontrolled manufacturing, buying and selling over a year, these numbers climb to frightening dimensions." 

The IUCN estimates some 400 to 600,000 African elephants remain in the wild - down from as many as five million some 70 years ago. 

International trade in ivory was banned in 1989 by through the international treaty known as the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

African elephants are listed as endangered under CITES. The treaty does afford limited trade of ivory from several nations with existing stockpiles and at last year's CITES meeting, negotiators agreed to allow Botswana, Namibia and South Africa to make one time sales of ivory collected from elephants that died of natural causes or as a result of government regulated problem animal control. 

No such sales are allowed in Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal, the report says, but an illegal ivory market is flourishing in these African nations. 

The conservation groups report that the wildlife authorities responsible for implementing CITES are systematically barred from the ports of entry and exit in these countries. 

The elephant is the world's largest landbased mammal and one of the world's most intelligent species. (Photo by Hervé Morand courtesy WWF-Canon)
"Not only is there a lack of political will to implement CITES, allowing traders to act with immunity from prosecution, corruption is preventing effective controls on the ivory trade," said Susan Lieberman, director of WWF International's Species Program. "It is time that Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Senegal took concrete steps to effectively implement CITES in their countries." 

The report says the situation in Nigeria is the most alarming, with higher volumes of ivory identified than in a previous undercover survey carried out in 1999. 

This country is already facing possible sanctions under CITES because of concerns about its ivory trade. 

If Nigeria fails to comply with CITES requirements to regulate internal trade in ivory by March 2004, it could find that all legal trade in CITES listed wildlife species to and from the country is suspended. 

The report says the principal buyers of the illegal ivory are expatriates, tourists, business people and some diplomatic staff from the United States, France, Italy, China and South Korea.

Reuters

Rare tigress comes in from Siberian cold 
MOSCOW - A rare tigress which appeared in a logging village in Russia's Far East three weeks ago is desperately ill and needs international help if she is to survive, government experts said last week. 

Itar-Tass news agency quoted the experts from the Ministry of Natural Resources as saying the Amur tigress, which was apparently so dazed that it strayed into the village, had traces of tranquilliser in her blood and was barely responding. 

"We ask all specialists who use tranquillisers for the transport of wild animals, or who study their effect on animals' health, to respond," the agency quoted the ministry's office in the Far Eastern city of Vladivostok as saying. 

"The quicker we find the reason for the illness, the better chance we have of the tigress surviving." 

Only some 400 Amur Tigers, which are the largest members of the cat family, survive in the world. Males can weigh up to 300 kilos. 

Amur, or Siberian, tigers are endangered by poachers collecting body parts for traditional Chinese medicine and from a loss of habitat to logging companies. 

The WWF environmental group said last week three Amur tigers, which live near the Chinese border where temperatures can touch minus 40 degrees Celsius in winter, have been killed by poachers in the last 10 days. 

Story Date: 16/12/2003 

________________ REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (RO A)  - NEWS UPDATE

16 December 2003

UNEP in the news

Natural disasters cost $60 billion globally 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Natural disasters, the lion's share of which were weather-related catastrophes, cost the world over US$60 billion in 2003, up from around US$55 billion the year before, the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) disclosed. The high economic losses, highlighted in a report by experts with the Finance Initiative of UNEP, are part of a worrying trend that is being linked with climate change. UNEP is calling on governments, business and industry to back emerging emissions trading markets as one way of tackling the crisis. The extreme summer heat wave, in which crops and livestock wilted across many parts of Europe and some 20,000 people were killed, is expected to have been the most costly single event, with agricultural losses alone estimated to be over US$10 billion. The second most costly events are likely to have been the floods along the Huai and Yangtze Rivers in China between July and September. Some 650,000 apartments were damaged with overall losses estimated at nearly eight billion US dollars. The biggest insured losses were in the United States where a series of tornadoes ripped through the Midwest in April and May, leaving a trail of destruction in their wake. They are calculated to have cost insurers more than three billion dollars. These are just some of the preliminary "snapshot" findings from Munich Re, one of the world's biggest re-insurance companies, which has been tracking the economic and insured losses as a result of natural and weather-related catastrophes since the 1950s. The final, full report will be completed at the end of the month. Thomas Loster, Head of Weather/Climate Risks Research at the company and Head of the Climate Change Working Group of the UNEP Finance Initiative, said "We will have to get used to the fact that extreme summers, like frequently in the future and that they will become more or less the norm by the middle of the century. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, added: "Climate change is not a prognosis, it is a reality that is, and will increasingly, bring human suffering and economic hardship. Developed countries have a responsibility to reduce their emissions, but also to help developing countries adapt to the impacts of global warming, he said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng024389&dte=15/12/2003
General environment news

Kenyan health sector acts on environmental catastrophe 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya's public health officials Monday gave the Eastern Province town of Embu two weeks to stop discharging raw sewerage into the town's water sources and throwing garbage into open spaces. This posed an environmental disaster for the urban centre's 40,00 residents, the officials warned. John Mwaniki, the area's chief public health officer who spoke to PANA from the town, 136 km north of Nairobi, said that in the past the civic body had been very uncooperative in issues of hygiene in the area, thus making the town very untidy and frustrating his efforts to promote public health. Last week in a letter signed by the deputy public health officer, the public health authorities threatened to take legal action against the Embu Municipal Council for continuously failing to comply with statuary notices served to it earlier. In the letter, the department cited the indiscriminate discharge of effluent from the municipal council's septic tank situated near a low-income residential area. The letter also cited improper disposal of solid waste leading to accumulated heaps in densely populated estates in the town.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng024357&dte=15/12/2003
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UN or UNEP in the news

PAKISTAN: UNEP biodiversity information service launched

UN Regional Information Asia, Asia - ISLAMABAD, 15 Dec 2003 (IRIN) - A United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) initiative seeking to create Proteus, an electronic biodiversity information ...

http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=38424&SelectRegion=Central_Asia&SelectCountry=PAKISTAN 

SCIENCE : Climate change kills 150000 a year

Daily Times, Pakistan, Dec 15, 2003 - One heatwave killed 20,000 people in Europe alone this year, the WHO said,

launching a book on health-weather links at a UN environment conference.

...         World: Conference On Climate Change Underlines Seriousness Of ...

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_15-12-2003_pg6_10 

Conference agrees to combat climate change 
The Jakarta Post, Milan, Italy (Stevie Emilia), Dec 16, 2003 - Some 95 ministers agreed to coordinate action against climate change, moving forward on making the final building blocks of the climate change treaty despite Russia's wait-and-see attitude toward ratifying the Kyoto Protocol.

http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailfeatures.asp?fileid=20031216.Q01&irec=0
UNEP official stresses more funding for improving environment
The News International (Bangladesh -By Rauf Klasra) - ISLAMABAD: Deputy Executive Director of the UNEP, Shafqat Kakakhel, has said the international community rightly expects from Pakistan to correct its administrative structure at a federal and provincial level. He also called for the allocation of more funds in the budget to improve the environmental situation in the country.
In an interview with The News here on Monday after addressing a launching ceremony of the Proteus project in Pakistan, the former Pakistani ambassador, who entered the Foreign Service in 1966 and left in 1998 to join the UNO, Shafqat Kakakhel, spoke frankly on variety of issues and challenges that Pakistan was confronting today. He offered several suggestions to improve the situation and how to address the alarming issue of pollution in Pakistan on a sustainable basis.
http://jang.com.pk/thenews/dec2003-daily/16-12-2003/metro/i7.htm 

General Environment News

Government to beef up environment law 
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta, Dec 16, 2003 (Urip Hudiono) - The government is preparing an integrated team to better investigate and prosecute environment-related offenses, to avoid previous cases where defendants were charged with lenient indictments.
The team, proposed by the office of the State Ministry for the Environment and the Indonesian Center for Environmental Law (ICEL), will include police, the prosecutors' office, environmental consultants, and officials from related government institutions, such as the Ministry of Forestry. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20031216.C04&irec=6
Pacific environmentalists call for action against global warming 
Go Asia Pacific, Dec 16, 203 - Pacific Island environmentalists have called for urgent action to counter the adverse impacts of climate change.
The call came from representatives of Pacific nations attending an international climate change summit in Milan, Italy.
Opening the conference, Tuvalu's Enele Sapoanga highlighted the need to make climate change adaptation part of national and sectoral planning and budgeting processes.
http://www.goasiapacific.com/news/GoAsiaPacificBNP_1010640.htm
Global warming: 2003 blows hot[image: image9.png]


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/358817.cms
The Times of India (JYOTI SHARMA), Dec 15, 2003 - The heat is on. And records are tumbling. But even as the mercury rises worldwide with each successive year, there is no overlooking the clear and present danger. Specially when the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) has come to the conclusion that 2003 is the third warmest year ever.
…‘‘The main thing to note is that these hot years just keep coming. This is very serious,'' maintains Paul Llanso, chief of WMO's climate data and monitoring programme, ‘‘Rather than looking at the top figures, mankind should worry more about repetition of this trend.'' 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

CLIMATE

*Le Monde, 14-15 décembre : « La conférence de Milan sur le climat s'achève dans le pessimisme »

………L'EUROPE AU CENTRE DU DÉBAT

Moscou a envoyé les messages les plus contradictoires  : son délégué à Milan a tenu, jeudi, un discours très sceptique sur l'intérêt du traité pour son pays  ; mais, vendredi, le premier ministre, Mikhaïl Kassionov, déclarait au quotidien japonais Yomiuri que son gouvernement avait "un plan d'action spécial détaillant les étapes préparatoires à la ratification"…………..
http://www.lemonde.fr/web/recherche_articleweb/1,13-0,36-345846,0.html?query=La+conf%E9rence+de+Milan&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&G_NBARCHIVES=801820&nbpages=1&artparpage=10&nb_art=2
*FT, 14 December : “Russia doubts and emission concerns cloud Kyoto pact “

	


As the latest round of international climate talks closed on Friday, Europe's environment ministers insisted that "the Kyoto Protocol is the only game in town". But the dogged optimism of Kyoto's champions at Milan was challenged by Russia's continuing ambivalence and claims that the treaty will need to be radically rethought if it is to survive beyond the next decade…..Russia's indecision about whether to ratify the protocol - a move that would bring it into force - is proving frustrating for politicians and the business community, according to Margot Wallstrom, the EU environment commissioner. The country continued to give mixed signals about its intention last week, when Alexander Bedritski, head of the Russian delegation, said it wanted further negotiations on the protocol's rules on foreign investments in clean technology.

http://news.ft.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=FT.com/StoryFT/FullStory&c=StoryFT&cid=1071251534038&p=1012571727310
*Le Figaro, 15 December : : « Kyoto: Milan n'a pas levé l'incertitude sur l'entrée en vigueur du protocole »

…………..Les Etats-Unis, qui ont rejeté Kyoto en 2001, sont apparus isolés. Mais la Russie, qui a entre les mains le sort du protocole depuis la défection américaine en raison de ses règles de ratification, n'a pas levé tous les doutes sur ses intentions………

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/031212180334.nudexgxg.html
*Le Figaro, 15 décembre : « La France reporte l'annonce du plan climat à janvier »

PARIS (AFP) - L'annonce du plan climat, qui doit permettre à la France de remplir ses engagements dans le cadre du protocole de Kyoto, est reportée au mois de janvier, a-t-on appris vendredi auprès de la Mission interministérielle de l'effet de serre (MIES)…. Le "plan climat 2003" est indispensable pour parvenir à l'objectif de Kyoto d'une stabilisation des émissions françaises de gaz à effet de serre à l'horizon 2010. Il succède à un premier "programme national de lutte contre l'effet de serre" décidé en 2002, qui a été depuis amputé de sa mesure phare, l'écotaxe énergie. Selon les experts, 10 à 30% des mesures de ce programme initial ont été mises en oeuvre et la France ne peut en l'état remplir son objectif de Kyoto…..

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/031212114457.zaq3zuz6.html
* Libération, 15 décembre : « Réchauffement. Pour eux, le non-respect de Kyoto est une atteinte aux droits de l'homme. Climat de rébellion chez les Inuits »

«C'est une question de vie ou de mort, martèle Sheila Watt-Cloutier. On ne sera pas des victimes impuissantes : on va se battre pour notre droit de subsistance.» Après un discours remarqué, mercredi à Milan, lors de la 9e conférence des Nations unies sur le climat, la présidente de la Conférence circumpolaire des Inuits (CCI) enfonce le clou. Elle confirme que l'organisation ​ qui représente 155 000 Inuits du Canada, d'Alaska, du Groenland et de Russie ​ envisage de déposer un recours juridique devant la Commission interaméricaine des droits de l'homme. La raison invoquée : la mise en péril du mode de vie ancestral du peuple Inuit, du fait des changements climatiques provoqués par les activités humaines……

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=165191
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan hails capture of Saddam Hussein

*
Burundi peace process on track but economy needs help, Annan says

*
Security Council updates measures to protect civilians caught in war

*
Sierra Leone: UN mission steps up border patrols against infiltration from Liberia

*
Papua New Guinea: UN proposes reduced role in calmer Bougainville

*
Ethiopia, Eritrea agree in principle on plan to improve handling of border incidents

*
Time needed for new political dispensation after Turkish Cypriot voting – Annan
*
Woman elected to bureau of Afghanistan’s Loya Jirga tribal council – UN

*
Guinea-Bissau’s transitional government is normalizing the country, Annan says

*
China and Africa have much to offer one another, Annan says

*
UN environment chief says green plan central to African development

*
UN-backed seminar on indigenous peoples aims to protect their rights

*
Secretary-General hails charity soccer game for helping global fight against poverty

*
Annan pays tribute to memory of pioneer UN staffer Oscar Schachter 

* * * * 

Iraq

15 December – Hailing the capture of Saddam Hussein as a “positive development,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for international norms of justice to prevail in trials against Iraqi criminals.

“Saddam Hussein has cast a rather long shadow over developments and over the transition process,” Mr. Annan noted in comments to the press just prior to his meeting with Jeremy Greenstock, the United Kingdom’s senior envoy for Iraq, at UN Headquarters in New York. “With his capture, that shadow has been removed, and I hope this will help us move ahead with the transition period and also accelerate the process of reconciliation and attempts to establish a provisional Iraqi government that is inclusive and transparent.”

Noting that the former Iraqi leader has been accused of “heinous crimes including gross and systematic violations of human rights and international humanitarian law,” Mr. Annan emphasized that “all those responsible for these crimes should be brought to account.”

“I believe this should be done through open trials in properly established courts of law which will respect basic international norms and standards, including respect for international humanitarian law,” he said.

Responding to press questions, he repeated that whatever court is set up must meet basic international standards. “If in doing that one needs to get help from our side I think we should be considered,” he said, adding, “I’ve been encouraged by assurance given by the [United States] President and other senior members of the Administration that Saddam Hussein would be treated humanely, even though this is the treatment he in the past did not accord those who fell into his hands.”

To a question on whether the capture would bring the UN back to Iraq, the Secretary-General replied, “the only thing that will hasten the UN’s return is the establishment of a secure environment, and if the capture of Saddam Hussein leads to that development it will be helpful.”

Once the occupation has ended, Mr. Annan noted, violence and resistance activities should decrease. “Most people realize that Saddam was out of the game, that he wasn’t going to come back.”

During his meeting with Mr. Greenstock, the two discussed the Secretary-General’s report on Iraq, which will be presented to the Security Council tomorrow, according to a readout of the encounter. Mr. Annan was also updated on the progress on the political transition, and the two discussed options for both short- and long-term UN engagement in the country.

Meanwhile, members of the Security Council today welcomed the capture of Saddam Hussein and supported a statement issued by Mr. Annan’s spokesman on Sunday calling the event “an important development.”

“Council members look forward to the presentation tomorrow of the Secretary-General’s report by the Secretary-General and the statement of Iraqi Foreign Minister Zebari, who will also join the session,” the President of the 15-member body, Ambassador Stefan Tafrov of Bulgaria, told reporters.

* * *

Burundi

15 December – Hope is emerging for a democratic Burundi, with politics based on peaceful competition rather than ethnic exclusion, but this fragile progress could be undermined by the country’s poor living conditions, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

In a new report to the Security Council on the situation in Burundi – which is trying to recover from a decade of civil strife that left between 250,000 and 300,000 people dead – the Secretary-General says the country’s transitional institutions are working well.

But he warns that Burundians must experience an improvement in their living conditions or the budding peace process may be jeopardized. The country’s gross domestic product shrank by 20 per cent between 1990 and this year, farmland is scarce, and rates of HIV/AIDS infection and adult illiteracy are high.

“There is a risk that the hopeful signs of peace which have now begun to appear could be lost unless they are accompanied by improvements in the living conditions of the population as a ‘peace dividend,’” he says.

Burundi this year saw the peaceful transition of power when Pierre Buyoya stepped down as President on 1 May and was replaced by his Vice-President, Domitien Ndayizeye.

More recently, the country’s Transitional Government and its biggest rebel group, le Conseil National pour la Défense de la Démocratie – Forces pour la Défense de la Démocratie (CNDD-FDD), signed a comprehensive ceasefire agreement.

The Secretary-General says the security situation has “considerably improved” since 8 October, when the first Pretoria Protocol on political, defence and security power sharing between the Transitional Government and the CNDD-FDD was signed. “New alliances are being created and the people of Burundi are adjusting themselves to the new situation.”

Mr. Annan reiterates his call for another armed rebel group, Parti pour la liberation du people Hutu – Forces nationals de liberation-Agathon Rwasa (PALIPEHUTU-FNL), to begin unconditional ceasefire talks immediately.

Noting many challenges lay ahead, including the implementation of the ceasefire accords, he calls on the international community to help fund the African Mission in Burundi (AMIB), a peacekeeping force deployed by the African Union this year.

* * *

Protection of civilians

15 December – Seeking to protect innocents caught and even targeted during armed conflict, the United Nations Security Council today updated a list of steps to shield women, children, refugees and other civilians from the ravages of war.

In adopting the document, called an Aide Memoire, the Council stressed the need to implement its provisions “on a more regular and consistent basis, taking into account the particular circumstances of each conflict situation,” Ambassador Stefan Tafrov of Bulgaria, which holds the Council’s rotating Presidency, said in a statement on behalf of the members.

Among other measures, the Aide Memoire calls for facilitating the “safe and dignified” return of displaced persons, better security in camps, armed escorts for humanitarian convoys, and counter-terrorism measures. The document also urges technical assistance for local police as well as the establishment of mechanisms for reporting human rights abuses. In addition, it underscores the need to fully disarm warring parties and reintegrate former fighters into society, while stemming the illegal flow of small arms. Special measures to protect women and girls from rape and other violence are also urged.

The Aide Memoire, which is not a blueprint for action but rather a source of guidance for the Council, deals with a number of other areas as well, including the effects of war on children, the special responsibility of peacekeepers, the media’s influence on a given conflict, and the links between natural resources and fighting.

In his statement, read out at an open meeting of the Council, Ambassador Tafrov called attention to the plight of those trying to help mitigate the effects of war, reaffirming “the need for parties to armed conflict to take all possible measures to ensure the safety, security and freedom of movement of UN and associated personnel as well as personnel of international humanitarian organizations.”

Warring factions were also called on to comply fully with the provisions of the UN Charter and the rules and principles of international law.  The Council also emphasized that countries must “end impunity and to prosecute those responsible for genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and serious violations of humanitarian law,” Ambassador Tafrov said.

Towards this end, the Council noted “with interest” a 10-point action plan on the protection of civilians in armed conflict put forward earlier this month by the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland.

In his presentation to the Council last week, Mr. Egeland cited the need to address humanitarian access, security for relief workers, the special protection of women and children, and measures to pressure armed groups and other non-State actors to protect civilians. Ambassador Tafrov said today the Council “looks forward to further discussions and consultations on this issue.”

* * *

Sierra Leone

15 December – The United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) has stepped up around-the-clock air, land and river patrols along the West African country’s borders with Guinea and Liberia to prevent illegal infiltration resulting from efforts to disarm former combatants in Liberia’s civil wars.

“It is particularly important to interdict attempts to smuggle, relocate and hide weapons and military equipment in Sierra Leone, at a time when UNMIL [UN Mission in Liberia] forces are poised to expand their presence and control in Liberia, especially towards the border areas,” UNAMSIL said today.

“UNAMSIL, in collaboration with the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces and the Sierra Leone Police, is now carrying out a vigorous, around the clock, patrol programme, on land, air and river,” it added.

The patrols use night-vision equipment, sensors and flares for surveillance and border monitoring operations.

The mission pledged to inform the local population of these operations so as not to create alarm over the increased security and the use of illumination pyrotechnics.

In Liberia, UNMIL announced on Sunday it was suspending its disarmament operations from mid-December to January so that it can improve conditions at Camp Schieffelin, located outside Monrovia, the capital, and to facilitate the overall process. 

So far, more than 8,000 former Liberian combatants have turned in weapons there in the operation, which was marred on its first days last week by a spate of banditry, looting of humanitarian supplies and random shooting by ex-combatants seeking immediate payment of a stipend.

The payments of the advance “reinsertion allowance” will also be on hold, but the former fighters will retain the option of continuing to receive food, shelter and other basic supports at Camp Schieffelin during the holiday period.

The decision to pause disarmament was taken “following detailed discussions with Liberian political and military leaders,” UNMIL said.

* * *

Bougainville

15 December – Responding to increased stability in Bougainville, the United Nations today proposed replacing its current presence with a smaller observer mission as the island heads towards the establishment of an autonomous government.

Located in Papua New Guinea, Bougainville fought a 10-year war of independence against the archipelago before a ceasefire was brokered in 1998. Addressing the UN Security Council today, Danilo Türk, the Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, said there were only limited tasks remaining before the peace process is completed.

The UN Political Office in Bougainville (UNPOB) has been in place since June 1998 and its current mandate is due to run out on 31 December. Mr. Türk proposed that a new UN Observer Mission (UNOMB) could chair the Peace Process Consultative Committee, monitor the course leading to next year’s scheduled adoption of a constitution for Bougainville, and report on the destruction of weapons on the island.

He said the new office – which would have a six-month mandate starting 1 January – would be half the size of UNPOB, comprising just a Head of Mission, one political adviser and two support staff.

The Council, after holding a debate involving nearly 20 countries, issued a press statement saying there was “general agreement” for a replacement observer mission in Bougainville.

* * *

Ethiopia/Eritrea

15 December – Military officials from Ethiopia and Eritrea have agreed in principle to a United Nations proposal to improve the handling of border incidents, the UN mission in the area said today.

The initiative, involving three Sector Military Coordination Committees, was approved at a meeting held in Nairobi under the chairmanship of Major-General Robert Gordon, Force Commander of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).

Addressing participants, he commended both parties for their continued cooperation while urging them to minimize talk of war because it fosters “an atmosphere of insecurity and anxiety among people living in the border areas,” according to an UNMEE statement released following the closed-door meeting. At the same time, the Force Commander acknowledged that recent tension stems from the stalled demarcation process.

Both parties stressed their common desire to find a solution to the current impasse and expressed their respective viewpoints in a “frank and honest manner,” UNMEE said. They also remained committed to maintaining military stability.

Brigadier-General Yohannes Gebremeskel led Ethiopia’s military delegation to the Military Coordination Commission (MCC) meeting and Brigadier-General Abrahaley Kifle led Eritrea’s party, while Brigadier-General Elliot Kamteni represented the African Union (AU).

The Commission agreed to meet next on 2 February 2004 in Nairobi.

* * *

Cyprus

15 December – Reacting to reports of the Turkish Cypriot voting, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said it appeared that it might take some time for a new “political dispensation” to be established.

“The Secretary-General takes this opportunity to restate his position, which is that his plan for a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem remains on the table but that he does not propose to take a new initiative without solid reason to believe that the political will necessary for a successful outcome exists,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement released in New York.

In March, the Secretary-General met in marathon talks with the Greek Cypriot leader, Tassos Papadopoulos, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, in The Hague in a failed bid to gain their approval for his proposals. He had asked that each party come to the talks ready to commit to submit a revised plan for approval at separate, simultaneous referenda on 30 March in order to achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem.

Today’s statement said Mr. Annan “hopes that the Turkish Cypriot side – and indeed all parties – will soon be in a position to make the necessary commitment so that a reunited Cyprus may accede to the European Union” next May.

* * *
Afghanistan

15 December – One woman was named a Vice-Chair of Afghanistan’s Constitutional Loya Jirga tribal council, which on its second day of work finished electing its bureau, the United Nations mission in the country reported today.

In a further sign of progress for women in the country – where under the Taliban they had been banned from even working – two of the bureau’s three Secretaries are also female, according to the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

On Sunday when the session began, a former Afghan President, Sequatullah Mujadidi, was elected as Chair of the council.

Under the UN-brokered Bonn Agreement, the Loya Jirga is tasked with drafting a new constitution for Afghanistan. Asked today about the role of Islam in this process, Mr. Mujadidi stressed the moderate nature of that religion.

“Unfortunately, some extremists have translated Islam and given the wrong picture to the world,” he said. “Islam means peace.”

* * *

Guinea-Bissau

15 December – Calling the brief military coup in Guinea-Bissau “the culmination of an untenable situation,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on the international community to recommend ways of preventing democratically elected governments in post-conflict countries flouting the basic practices of governance.

In Guinea-Bissau, the removal in September of democratically elected President Koumba Yala, “however reprehensible,” took place after “constitutional norms were repeatedly violated,” he says in his latest report to the UN Security Council on the West African country.

The Transitional Government has taken important steps in the right direction by scheduling 16 December elections for President and Vice-President of the Supreme Court and planning for legislative elections within the six-month period stipulated in the Political Transition Charter, Mr. Annan says.

It has created a new system of paying civil service salaries through banking agencies so as to eliminate “ghost workers” and has paid those salaries for October. Under Mr. Yala’s rule, Government workers had not been paid for several months.

Police officers were fulfilling their duties, meanwhile, despite mounting salary arrears. The UN Peace-Building Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS) is assisting the Transitional Government in establishing a police training centre, he says.

The military, too, has a problem with wage arrears and combatants live in poor conditions in their barracks. The UN Multi-Donor Trust Fund, meanwhile, has covered only 4,372 of the 11,300 ex-combatants who wish to be re-integrated into the army or into civilian life and the World Bank has partially restructured its portfolio to help with the programme.

The news media are functioning normally and reflect a wider range of opinion, but because of technical problems, television has not been on the air since mid-November, he says.

As the Government has moved to restore working relations with other countries, China is building a new National Assembly in Guinea-Bissau.

* * *

China-Africa

15 December – If China helps Africa ensure food security and fight HIV/AIDS, Africa, in turn, offers China huge investment opportunities in its emerging markets and mining sectors, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

In a message to the two-day Second Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, held in Addis Ababa, he stressed that Beijing can help the continent reach universally agreed Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for cutting poverty and tackling a range of social ills by the year 2015. 

At the same time, he pointed out that “the vast and rich natural resources of the African soil are in need of Chinese technology and know-how, to be exploited and transformed in a sustainable way.”

His remarks, delivered by Under-Secretary-General Zéphirin Diabré, also hailed the China-Africa Business Council as “an efficient forum for this type of cooperation.” 

Parallel to the forum with China and 46 African countries, the Business Council has scheduled meetings today and tomorrow involving representatives of 100 Chinese enterprises.

The first ministerial meeting was held in Beijing in 2000. According to the Chinese Government, the second conference aims to review the implementation of pledges made at the first and to explore new measures to deepen collaboration in such fields as human resources development, agriculture, infrastructure construction, investment and trade.

* * *

African development

15 December – The success of an environmental plan for African countries is essential to the continent’s development, a senior United Nations official told a two-day meeting which opened today in Algiers.

Klaus Töepfer, the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), hailed the gathering, officially called the Partners’ Conference on the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). “Today’s meeting shows that [the international community] remains determined to help Africans place their countries on a path of development and prosperity,” he said.


He stressed that the NEPAD environment plan would “help African countries address the continent’s environmental challenges, while encouraging sustainable development in one of the poorest regions in the world.”

This effort, he added, will also contribute to the success of the Millennium Development Goals, a set of time-specific, measurable targets – including the halving of extreme poverty by 2015 and stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS – agreed to by the world’s countries in 2000.

* * * 

Indigenous Peoples

15 December – A United Nations-backed seminar on the relationship between States and indigenous peoples opened in Geneva today with a call to learn from history in a bid to elaborate new treaties to safeguard their rights.

Addressing the expert gathering, the Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, noted that agreements – often unwritten – have traditionally established a wide range of rights concerning land and resources. Known as “historic treaties,” these accords are viewed by many indigenous people as the basis for their claims.

Citing recent studies, Mr. Ramcharan said that across the globe, States and indigenous peoples have concluded treaties, which are often “passed on through the elders to future generations.”

He stressed the need to understand the oral character of these treaties, and pointed out that honouring them “has been described as a sacred undertaking.”

Mr. Ramcharan asked the participants to consider what lessons can be drawn from historic treaty-making in order to elaborate new accords between States and indigenous peoples. He also suggested that experts explore how disputes are currently being handled in different countries.


Above all, the Acting High Commissioner said participants should examine what the UN system can do to help States seeking to establish negotiated legal arrangements with their indigenous peoples.  

* * *
Soccer

15 December – “It’s time to score goals for development,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message to tonight’s Poverty Soccer Game, a special match being held in Basel, Switzerland, to raise money for anti-poverty projects in developing countries.

Some of the biggest names in the sport will take part in the game, with profits from ticket sales, sponsorship and international television rights going to fund the global fight to raise living standards among the poor. 

Mr. Annan thanked the players Ronaldo and Zinedine Zidane, both goodwill ambassadors for the UN Development Programme (UNDP), who are captaining the two teams in tonight’s match.

He also voiced appreciation for “the many football players who have given their time and talent” to the cause of development. “Efforts like yours encourage all of us – individuals, governments, organizations, communities and business – to find ways of teaming up for a world in which all people can achieve their full potential.”

While pointing out that poverty, hunger and disease kill one child every three seconds, the Secretary-General found cause for hope. “We have a plan of action to change this,” he said, citing the Millennium Development Goals agreed upon at a UN summit in 2000.

Those targets – which range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education – “form a blueprint for building a better world in the twenty-first century,” he said in the message, which was delivered by UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown.

* * *

Oscar Schachter

15 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed sadness over the death of legal scholar and pioneer UN staff member Oscar Schachter, hailing his contributions to the development of international law.

Mr. Schachter died on Friday at the age of 88.

“Professor Schachter did more than any other official in the United Nations to help shape the rule of law and was the architect of the legal framework which has guided United Nations peacekeeping for more than 50 years,” Mr. Annan said through his spokesman.

Mr. Schachter joined the UN in 1946, shortly after its founding. He was Director of the General Legal Division from 1953 to 1966, before serving as Deputy Executive Director of the UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) from 1966 until 1975.

That Institute, founded in 1965, trains personnel to take assignments within the UN system, or to work in their national governments on UN-related work.

“The Secretary-General gives thanks for the life of this eminent jurist, scholar and international civil servant,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

As a scholar, Mr. Schachter graduated first in his class from Columbia Law School in 1939, having collected many honours. After leaving the UN, he joined the law school faculty as Hamilton Fish Professor of International Law and Diplomacy in 1975 and became Emeritus in 1985. He received the school’s medal of excellence in 1991 and an honorary doctorate in 2000.

He was a co-editor-in-chief of the American Journal of International Law, the official publication of the American Society of International Law, of which he was an active member for some 60 years. He received a medal and a certificate of merit from the Society for outstanding scholarship in international law.

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERALAND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.

**Statement on Iraq
Yesterday we put out the following statement attributable to the Spokesman.
“The Secretary-General considers that the capture of Saddam Hussein, the epitome of the former regime, is an important event.  It offers an opportunity to give fresh impetus to the search for peace and stability in Iraq, on the basis of an inclusive and fully transparent process.
“The Secretary-General reiterates the readiness of the United Nations to do everything possible to help Iraqis, if asked, and as circumstances permit.”
**Turkish Cypriot voting
      The following statement, again attributable to the Spokesman, concerns the Turkish Cypriot voting over the weekend:
“The Secretary-General has seen the reports of the Turkish Cypriot voting.  It appears that it may take some time for a new political dispensation to be established.  The Secretary-General takes this opportunity to restate his position, which is that his plan for a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem remains on the table but that he does not propose to take a new initiative without solid reason to believe that the political will necessary for a successful outcome exists.
“The Secretary-General hopes that the Turkish Cypriot side –- and indeed all parties -– will soon be in a position to make the necessary commitment so that a reunited Cyprus may accede to the European Union on the 1st of May 2004.”
**Security Council
The United Nations will respond to progress in peace efforts in Bougainville by ending the work of the current UN Political Office there, but it believes that a smaller UN Observer Mission is needed to help bring the peace process to its logical conclusion:  the establishment of an autonomous government.  That is what Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Danilo Turk told the Security Council today, in an open meeting on Bougainville, in which he said that the maturity of the peace process warranted the significant downsizing of the UN Office by the end of this month.  The proposed Observer Mission, he said, would involve a reduction by 50 per cent in the staffing of the current Office.
Member States are continuing to debate Bougainville, after which the Security Council will hold a formal meeting to adopt a presidential statement detailing key objectives for the protection of civilians in armed conflict.  After that, the Council will hold consultations on the UN Disengagement Observer Force in the Golan Heights.
**Afghanistan
In Kabul today, Afghanistan’s Constitutional Loya Jirga elected the members of its bureau as it completed its second full sitting.  When the Loya Jirga opened yesterday, it elected a former Afghan President, Seqatullah Mujadidi, as its chair.  Four vice-chairs, including one woman, were elected today.
The holding of the Loya Jirga, to draft a new constitution for Afghanistan, was called for in the December 2001 Bonn Agreement, which was facilitated by the United Nations.
We have a press release upstairs with more details on the first two days of the Loya Jirga.
**Liberia
The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has announced that the disarmament of ex-combatants will continue until 2 p.m. on Wednesday and will resume after the holiday season on 20 January.
The Mission says the action allows for the creation of more capacity and the upgrading of living conditions at the site, where more than 8,000 former combatants have disarmed.  We have a press release with more on that.

**Ethiopia/Eritrea
Ethiopian and Eritrean military delegations today stressed their common desire to find a solution to the current impasse between their two countries.
At a Military Coordination Commission held in Kenya and chaired by the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea, the two delegations also agreed in principle to a UN proposal to improve the handling of border incidents.
This was the last Military Coordination Commission meeting for this year.  The next will be held on February 2nd.  We have a press release with more details.
**Burundi
Events this year have created new hope for a democratic and peaceful Burundi, the Secretary-General says in a report out on the racks today.
He notes the work done by the UN Office in Burundi to support ceasefire negotiations, as well as the recent deployment of the African Mission in Burundi, whose contribution he commends.  He adds that since the signing of the first Pretoria Protocol on the 8th of October, the security situation throughout the country has improved considerably.
The Secretary-General reiterates his call on one of the armed factions, the FNL, to begin ceasefire negotiations with the transitional government immediately and without conditions.
**Guinea-Bissau
The Secretary-General says that the recent removal of Guinea-Bissau’s democratically elected President, however reprehensible, should be seen as the culmination of an untenable situation during which constitutional norms were repeatedly violated.
In a report to the Security Council on Guinea-Bissau, which is out on the racks today, he says it’s encouraging to see that the transitional government has taken some important steps in the right direction.  He calls on all actors in the country to stay the course and to continue to work together.
**Two SG Messages on Africa
The Secretary-General, in a message to the Second Ministerial Conference on the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation in Addis Ababa, says China can help Africa make real steps towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals.
“But Africa can help China too”, he says. “The emerging markets of Africa offer huge investment opportunities to the Chinese private sector.”  He welcomes the proposed China-Africa Business Council.
In a separate message to the Partners’ Conference on the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) in Algiers, the Secretary-General says NEPAD’s Environment Action Plan will help African countries address the continent’s environmental challenges.
We have the text of both those messages upstairs.
**Indigenous Rights
As the Decade of the World’s Indigenous People enters into its final year, experts are gathering in Geneva today and tomorrow to discuss the significance of treaties signed between States and indigenous peoples.  The Seminar will focus on the wide range of rights, including concerning land and natural resources, established by historical treaties between States and indigenous people.  It will draw on lessons learned from historical treaties and examples of how disputes are being handled in different countries.
In his opening statement, the Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, noted that although many treaties were signed over a century ago, they remain at the core of the sense of identity of many indigenous peoples.  These historic treaties, therefore, have great contemporary human rights significance.
We have information about the Seminar and copies of Mr. Ramcharan’s statement upstairs.
**Poverty Games
In a few hours, in Basel, Switzerland, UN Development Programme chief, Mark Malloch Brown, will deliver a message on behalf of the Secretary-General at a charity soccer game being played to raise awareness of the Millennium Development Goals.  The two sides will be led by soccer greats, who are also UNDP Goodwill Ambassadors, Ronaldo and Zinédine Zidane.

“It time to score a goal against poverty”, the Secretary-General says in the message.  And he adds that the Millennium Development Goals represent a simple yet powerful objective that every man and woman from Basel to Bangkok can easily support and understand.
Some 30,000 spectators are expected to attend and the game’s proceeds will go to fund UNDP anti-poverty programmes around the world.
We have the full text of the message upstairs.
**Oscar Schachter
Finally, I have a statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning the death of Oscar Schachter:
“The Secretary-General was saddened to learn of the death of Oscar Schachter, one of the first officials to join the United Nations and a pioneer in the development of international law.  Professor Schachter joined the United Nations in 1946 and held a succession of key legal posts for two decades, before serving as Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research from 1966 until 1975.
“Professor Schachter did more than any other official in the United Nations to help shape the rule of law, and was the architect of the legal framework which has guided United Nations peacekeeping for more than 50 years.  The Secretary-General gives thanks for the life of this eminent jurist, scholar and international civil servant, whose contributions will continue to benefit the Organization for many years to come.”
That’s all I have for you.
Questions and Answers
Question:  (inaudible)…the statement issued yesterday on behalf of the Secretary-General about the capture of Saddam Hussein.  The statement didn’t seem to express either enthusiasm for or regret about the capture.  Can you tell us a little bit more about how the Secretary-General views the implications of the capture of Saddam Hussein in Iraq and in the wider region at large?  The other question is, does the Secretary-General have any particular opinion on how Saddam Hussein should be tried —- whether it should be a matter for the Iraqis and the Americans to deal with, or does he see a role for the UN?
      Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  On the first question, I think all of us are waiting to see what the practical impact will be in Iraq of the capture of Saddam Hussein.  Our hope is, and the Secretary-General’s statement indicated this, that it could be a turning point, that security could gradually improve, and that international actors could safely return to work in Iraq.
On your second question, the trial of Saddam Hussein could, under international law, be carried out in any number of ways.  In recent years, we’ve seen a number of different tribunals and special courts set up and otherwise to my knowledge we have not been formally shown a copy of the law that was adopted by the Iraqi National Governing Council last week, although we did get copies of it and have looked at it.  And I think I indicated last week that the acting High Commissioner for Human Rights did write to the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) with his views on that law.  So let’s see how it will go forward now, whatever kind of trial is held.  We have noticed that the Coalition Provisional Authority has indicated, and I believe also as members of the Governing Council have, that United Nations input would be welcome.  I’m not quite sure what that means.
Question:  As a follow-up question to that, because the Coalition is an occupying Power, might that not affect how this is handled legally in terms of international law?  Because you’re not dealing with a sovereign nation, you’re dealing with an occupying Power that has captured somebody.  So bringing him to justice might have (inaudible) legal implication, no?
      Spokesman:  I don’t have guidance on that particular point.  I think there is a matter of international law that could be debated as to who or what entity would be competent to set up such a tribunal.  But I don’t have the United Nations position on that to share with you.  Yes, Mark?
Question:  Has the CPA indicated to you formally that United Nations input would be welcome?  And to that end has the United Nations identified anyone who might actually go about making that input (inaudible).
Spokesman:  I don’t know whether it’s just what we’ve read in media reports or even heard as recently as this morning on television.  To my knowledge no one has been formally identified within the UN system to carry out such a role.
Question:  On another matter, Mr. Brahimi on Friday indicated that the UN might be thinking about pulling out of Afghanistan.  Can you comment any further on that?  What is the UN’s mission in Afghanistan and whether security conditions there have deteriorated to the point that the UN is considering pulling out?
Spokesman:  I don’t have anything from Headquarters to give you on that comment.  I think that’s something Mr. Brahimi said in an interview.  I don’t think it was on the basis of intensive consultations here at Headquarters.  We’ve been looking very closely at the security situation in Afghanistan and with a certain degree of alarm at the rate at which it has been deteriorating.  I think we’ve also reported to you the steps that various UN agencies have taken in response to that threat, but I cannot from the Secretary-General’s point of view either endorse what Mr. Brahimi said or contradict it.
Question:  What kind of assistance is the Secretary-General talking about to Iraq?  Because we have heard him say this six months or eight months ago, yet the people of Iraq are still without proper electricity, without food, without work, without all these things--
Spokesman:  It’s all laid out in his report to the Security Council, the most recent report of last week.  That’s what he says he can do.  Yes, all the way in the back?
Question:  Can you give us a better idea about what will happen tomorrow at the Security Council, with the Foreign Minister being here?
Spokesman:  The format?

Question:  What can we expect out of it?  Is there a resolution?  Is there a presidential statement?

Spokesman:  I don’t know, I assume the Secretary-General, in addition to presenting the written report that you all saw last week, will have some opening comments.  And then what the Council will do from there, I don’t know.  You might check with my office afterwards if they have any more details.  Yes?

Question:  Do you have any assessment (inaudible) conclusion from the outcome of the Turkish Cypriot vote?  I understand the results were 52 per cent to 48 in favour of the opposition.

Spokesman:  The results were very close, as you know.  And I have nothing to add to the statement that I’ve already read.

Question:  On Liberia, is there an analysis being done yet at this stage of what went wrong with the demobilization program?  And this is about the UN’s biggest nation-building type exercise going in the world at the moment.  And the first major action it took led to rioting in the streets, chaos, and now the suspension of the program.  What went wrong and why?

Spokesman:  A turnout I think of fighters to be demobilized was greater than expected.  It appeared that they did not have a clear understanding of the conditions of the handover of their weapons.  They expected to get money up front.  And I think the original plan was that the payment would come later.  I don’t know whether that’s our fault or theirs, whether we didn’t explain it clearly enough or whether they weren’t listening or they weren’t accepting the ground rules that we had established.  So I think that the suspension of the operation is a chance for us to cope with the larger numbers, better explain to everyone the process, and then start it up later in January to see if we can’t get a smoother disarmament operation underway.

Question:  And further to that, have there been enough troops sent to Liberia?  Is this going according to plan?  And has there been disagreement recently between Mr. Klein and the Secretary-General over people in command of the force and their behaviour and what they’re doing in Liberia?

Spokesman:  I’m not going to comment on that.  Those matters are sorted out in the mission area.  If they can’t it’s bumped up to the peacekeeping department.  I don’t know if it has to be or would be brought to the Secretary-General to intervene.  On the troops I’d have to ask the Peacekeeping Department to give you their professional assessment.  My sense is that Jacques Klein would want more troops, that the Peacekeeping Department would want a faster deployment of troops already authorized by the Security Council but I think I better defer to the Peacekeeping Department to give you any more details.

Okay, I’m going to hand over the podium to Michele.

Spokeswoman for the General AssemblyPresident
Thank you, Fred.  Glad to be back with you.  The President of the General Assembly, Julian Hunte, is presently in Saint Lucia.  He will be back on Wednesday, as we’re entering the last leg of the revitalization effort.

As you know, the revitalization of the work of General Assembly is one of the priorities of this session and is considered by the President as a key aspect of the reform process.  Last Tuesday, a revised text was submitted to representatives of Member States.  Last Friday, President Hunte convened the third informal plenary consultation of the last two months.

As you know, the Assembly has been discussing revitalization with increasing intensity since the 23rd of September, when during the General Debate, many Member States spoke of the imperative of United Nations reform.  The item on revitalization was debated during two open-ended plenary meetings on October 15 and November 18.  The third plenary consultations last Friday were extremely positive, according to President Hunte.  The third revised text, taking into account the proposition of a number of Member States and groups -- the Nonaligned, the European Union, the Rio Group, the USA, China, Russia -- will be circulated later today.  The revitalization resolution should be tabled by Friday at the General Assembly.

Two informal analytical texts sought to define the issues and identify priority areas for consideration.  Six facilitators were appointed to work on the issues to make concrete suggestions and to serve as conduits of opinion.

There have been continuous interaction and exchanges of views on revitalization in various social settings over the last three months.  The last draft decision that will be circulated this afternoon reflects the views expressed.  It will be available to you today later on.

It is in the President’s judgement that this text, once adopted, will represent a valuable, practical and in some instances groundbreaking contribution to the process of General Assembly revitalization.

We expect the two committees of the General Assembly still working to finish this week.  The Second Committee, the economic committee, is scheduled to conclude its work today, the Fifth, financial and budgetary matters, by Thursday.  If the revitalization proposed is accepted by the GA on Friday, some of the committees will work until June in the next 59th session.  We do expect that it will be accepted on Friday.

This is all I have for you today.  Thank you.

Question:  A question on the issue of accreditation for both the Iraqis and Israelis.  An Iraqi Charge d’Affaire has obviously been appointed.  But has the issue of accreditation for Iraq been sorted out yet? And the other question is we’ve heard mutterings within the Arab Group that they intend to challenge the credentials of Israel as encompassing the Palestinian territories.  I was wondering if there was anything happening in the General Assembly as far as that’s concerned.

Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President:  Questioning the credentials of any Member State should have been done in the General Assembly.  But right now, from what I gather, the Credentials Committee is meeting but it has not come up with a resolution yet or a decision on any of the credentials submitted to it.  We should have a report next week or at the end of this week as far as I know.  The time to question the credentials, I think, has to be in the General Assembly and not with the Credentials Committee.

* *** *
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