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Reuters

Weather warnings hang over tense climate talks

Wed Dec 15, 2004 10:42 PM GMT 
By Mary Milliken
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (Reuters) - Experts have warned that the world is seeing some of its hottest weather and worst natural disaster damage as environment ministers tried to crack U.S. resistance to joining international efforts against global warming.

The U.N.'s World Meteorological Organization said in its annual report that 2004 would be the fourth-hottest since record-keeping began 150 years ago and global warming would continue with more extreme weather like hurricanes or droughts.

Natural disasters will end up costing insurers a record $35 billion (18 billion pounds) this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and southeastern United States and a record ten typhoons soaked Japan, the U.N.'s Environment Program said.

"It is, I believe, unquestioned that climate change is happening now and it is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before," program director Klaus Toepfer said on Wednesday.

Overall destruction costs in 2004 will surge to $95 billion worldwide compared to an average of $70 billion a year during the last decade.

The alarm bells sounded came as environment ministers from 80 countries met on Wednesday for the final days of a U.N. conference on climate change.

The conference of nearly 200 nations has turned into a polarized affair, with the European Union and nations supporting the Kyoto protocol to cut greenhouse gases in one camp and the United States, the world's biggest polluter, in the other.

Just two months before Kyoto goes into force thanks to Russia's recent ratification, the United States has made it very clear it will not sign up for Kyoto's mandatory caps on emissions after President George W. Bush withdrew from the agreement in 2001.

The U.S. delegation has also said repeatedly over the last nine days that it is "premature" to negotiate anything for when Kyoto expires in 2012.

That stonewalling has earned the United States few friends at this tenth United Nations meeting, where many of the 6,000 participants wear cords around their necks saying: "No to Bush, Yes to Kyoto."

NO 'TOP DOWN' FOR U.S.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair will be working to soften Bush on climate change during its G8 presidency next year, but analysts believe he will be unsuccessful.

Although responsible for 25 percent of the world's emissions, the United States rejects legally binding rules that could hurt economic growth.

"The (U.N) climate change convention cannot make countries accept approaches that are not consistent with their national circumstances," U.S. head delegate Paula Dobriansky told delegates, adding that she disagreed with its emphasis on "top-down" mandates.

The U.S. position got a boost from Italy in Buenos Aires as it called for an end to the binding agreements of the Kyoto protocol after 2012 in favour of voluntary targets that would entice the United States, China and India.

Kyoto, which will reduce emissions by five percent in industrialized nations, is only a first step and excludes developing countries like China and India, who are already among the top five polluters.

The European Union, the world leader in the fight to cut heat-trapping gases, tried to quell notions of dissent in its ranks.

"What the Italian minister said is quite right. We have to involve the fast-growing developing countries and the United States in the after-2012 regime," said Dutch Environment Minister Pieter van Geel, heading the EU delegation.

EU commissioner for the environment, Stavros Dimas, refused to comment on Italy's suggestion that countries should not be forced to cut down emissions. But he told Reuters that "targets are very important especially for industrialized countries because they can be used to measure results. So in the future we should consider them."

Environmental activists, meanwhile, are exasperated by the lack of urgency at the conference, which they blame on excessive deference to an unwilling United States.

"We could be leaving this city without any achievement," said Gurmit Singh of the Climate Action Network in Southeast Asia.

One of the conference's main goals is to approve an aid package for developing countries to adapt to climate change. But a powerful Saudi Arabia delegation led by Oil Minister Ali al-Naimi is seen blocking that effort.

"For them, it's a principle to block the negotiations because they are involved with U.S. oil and other fossil fuel industries which have no interest in Kyoto," said Stephan Singer of WWF. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Insurers to Pay Record Disaster Damages

Wed Dec 15, 2004 04:32 PM ET

By Hilary Burke

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (Reuters) - Natural disasters will cost insurers a record $35 billion this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and southeastern United States and a record 10 typhoons soaked Japan in events seen as linked to global warming, climate experts said on Wednesday.

"2004 will be the costliest year for the insurance industry worldwide, so it will be a new world record even if we adjust all previous years for inflation," said Thomas Loster, a climate expert at Munich Re (MUVGn.DE: Quote, Profile, Research) , one of the world's biggest reinsurance companies.

Overall destruction costs will surge as high as $95 billion worldwide, Loster said during a news conference with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), citing a study based on the first ten months of the year.

That compares to an average of $70 billion a year during the last decade.

The United States led the amount of insured losses with a whopping $26 billion in damages. But it is poor countries like the small island nation of Grenada that suffer most when extreme weather hits.

Hurricane Ivan struck Grenada in September, killing 28 people and razing thousands of homes and the crucial nutmeg and cocoa crops to rack up losses of $1 billion -- twice the size of the country's economy.

Poor countries "do not have the chance to be on the safe side via insurance, they are directly confronted with these problems," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said.

"We have to take action now because otherwise to fight against this changing climate will be extremely devastating and very costly," Toepfer said.

Toepfer said that extreme weather would exist without global warming, but he cited evidence showing that the number and the intensity of such disasters has been increasing.

The report came during the United Nations conference on climate change in Buenos Aires, the first to take place after Russia ratified the Kyoto protocol to cut emissions of gases believed to cause global warming.

Major reinsurance companies, such as Munich Re, were not hard hit by this year's rampant hurricanes because of improved claims settlement and liability control, Loster added.

But the insurance industry is worried that new, climate-related risks are emerging.

As an example, UNEP cited a storm unofficially dubbed Hurricane Catarina which developed in the Southern Atlantic off Brazil where sea surface temperatures are normally too low to trigger tropical cyclones.

"It is, I believe, unquestioned that climate change is happening now and it is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before," Toepfer said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC
Climate change hits bottom line 
The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) has announced that 2004 is expected to be the fourth warmest year worldwide since records began. 
And the insurance industry says this year will face unprecedented claims for damage from weather-related disasters. 

Both sets of figures were released as ministers from 180 countries heard a message from the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan urging an end to doubts and delays on action to combat climate change. 

The WMO reported that the average temperature of the world's surface for 2004 was expected to be 0.44C higher than the mean for the period 1961-1990, making it the fourth hottest year since 1861, just behind 2003, but still well below the all-time record year of 1998. 

New risks 
And this year has been the most expensive ever for the insurance industry in terms of payouts for damage from natural disasters such as hurricanes and typhoons. 

According to preliminary figures compiled by the leading re-insurer Munich Re, insured damage for the first 10 months of 2004 amounted to $35bn, with the United States facing the biggest bill of $26bn. 

Overall economic losses, the majority of which were uninsured, are expected to be about $90bn. 

Among the disasters singled out in the report are Hurricane Ivan, which devastated the island of Grenada in September, killing 28 people and causing an estimated $1bn in damaged homes, buildings and agricultural losses. 

The report says the insurance industry is also worried that new climate-related risks may be emerging, such as Hurricane Catarina, which hit southern Brazil earlier this year. 

It developed in the south Atlantic where the sea temperatures are normally too low for tropical cyclones to form. 

	
	We need to stop this dangerous experiment humankind is conducting on the Earth's atmosphere 
Thomas Loster, 
Munich Re insurance 


Thomas Loster, a climate expert with Munich Re said: "As in 2002 and 2003, the overall balance of natural catastrophes is again clearly dominated by weather-related disasters, many of them exceptional and extreme. 

"We need to stop this dangerous experiment humankind is conducting on the Earth's atmosphere." 

The figures were released as ministers gathered for the final stage of the UN conference to discuss future action on climate change. 

'Seize this moment' 
The executive director of the UN environment programme Klaus Toepfer read a message from Mr Annan saying the eyes of the world were on the governments gathered in Buenos Aires. 

Mr Annan said: "People around the world want to know that you are working together, on a multilateral basis, to address this challenge with all your creativity and will. 

"They want genuine signs that the days of delay and doubt are behind us. I call on you to seize this moment." 

While it did not mention the US by name, the apparent reference was to the refusal of President George W Bush to take on targets to cut greenhouse gas emissions set by the Kyoto protocol, which comes into force next year. 

A more obvious attack on the US position came from the President of Argentina, Nestor Kirchner. 

He accused rich countries of double standards by insisting on the repayment of financial debt from the developing world, while refusing to acknowledge their own "environmental debt" - since it was the industrialised economies which created the build-up of greenhouse emissions, but the poor who will suffer the worst impacts of global warming. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Bloomberg

Insurance Industry Storm Losses Hit $35 Billion, Munich Re Says 

Dec. 15 (Bloomberg) -- Hurricanes Ivan and Jeanne in the Caribbean Sea, a record 10 typhoons in the Pacific Ocean and other weather-related disasters will cost the insurance industry at least $35 billion this year, the highest figure in 50 years, according to Munich Re, the world's largest reinsurer. 

Overall economic losses from natural disasters, which also include earthquakes and volcanoes, increased to $90 billion for the first 10 months of the year from $65 billion for the same period in 2003, according to a Munich Re report. Insurance industry costs were $16 billion from January through October last year, the report said. 

``We have to anticipate, based on claims over the last couple of years and also on the results of our climate models, that we will probably see increases in the frequency and intensity of atmospheric events,'' Ernst Rauch, head of Munich Re's department of weather and climate risks, said in an telephone interview from Munich. 

Munich Re's preliminary figures for 2004 were released in Buenos Aires today at a United Nations-sponsored meeting of countries that have ratified the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Losses will be higher when November and December events are added to a final Munich Re report that will be released early next year. 

Florian Woest, a spokesman for Munich Re, said it would be ``natural'' that insurance premiums would be increased as a result of the greater number of claims due to weather-related disasters. 

Global Warming 

The UN and Munich Re said global warming produced the greater number of severe storms. As a percentage of disasters, weather-related events in 2004 will exceed the 50-year average of about 75 percent. Munich Re said 98 percent of all 2004 losses and 100 percent of insured losses were weather related. 

``More heat in the atmosphere means more energy, which means more moisture,'' Rauch said. ``Somehow this energy and moisture have to come back to the ground, and that leads to intense rainfall.'' 

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environmental Program, said in a statement that in many poor nations the ``impacts of high winds and torrential rains are aggravated by a variety of factors ranging from the clearing of forests making hilly slopes vulnerable to land slips and slides.'' 

He said that every dollar spent on disaster preparedness saves six dollars in reconstruction costs. 

Kyoto Protocol 

Toepfer called on UN members in Buenos Aires to implement the Kyoto Protocol to limit emissions that contribute to global warming, which comes into force in February. The U.S., representing more than one third of world's emissions, hasn't signed the accord out of concern it will slow economic growth. 

The U.S. suffered $26 billion in insured losses this year, the largest for any nation, according to Munich Re. 

Hurricane Ivan killed 28 people in Grenada and caused $1 billion in damages, particularly to the Caribbean island nation's nutmeg and cocoa crops, when it struck in September. Total losses from the storm were $3 billion. 

Kenrick Leslie, director of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Center in Belize, called Ivan a ``unique event never before seen in the Caribbean'' because no previously recorded hurricane had formed so far south and east of the Antilles. 

Munich Re said 10 typhoons that hit Japan this year caused $10 billion in damages and insured losses of $6 billion. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Swissinfo
Insurers to pay record disaster damages in 2004

By Hilary Burke

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (Reuters) - Natural disasters will cost insurers a record $35 billion (18 billion pounds)

this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and southeastern United States and a record 10 typhoons soaked

Japan in events seen as linked to global warming, climate experts say.

"2004 will be the costliest year for the insurance industry worldwide, so it will be a new world record even if we adjust

all previous years for inflation," said Thomas Loster, a climate expert at Munich Re , one of the world's biggest

reinsurance companies.

Overall destruction costs will surge as high as $95 billion worldwide, Loster said during a news conference with the

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), citing a study based on the first ten months of the year.

That compares to an average of $70 billion a year during the last decade.

The United States led the amount of insured losses with a whopping $26 billion in damages. But it is poor countries

like the small island nation of Grenada that suffer most when extreme weather hits.

Hurricane Ivan struck Grenada in September, killing 28 people and razing thousands of homes and the crucial

nutmeg and cocoa crops to rack up losses of $1 billion -- twice the size of the country's economy.

Poor countries "do not have the chance to be on the safe side via insurance, they are directly confronted with these

problems," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said on Wednesday.

"We have to take action now because otherwise to fight against this changing climate will be extremely devastating

and very costly," Toepfer said.

Toepfer said that extreme weather would exist without global warming, but he cited evidence showing that the

number and the intensity of such disasters has been increasing.

The report came during the United Nations conference on climate change in Buenos Aires, the first to take place

after Russia ratified the Kyoto protocol to cut emissions of gases believed to cause global warming.

Major reinsurance companies, such as Munich Re, were not hard hit by this year's rampant hurricanes because of

improved claims settlement and liability control, Loster added.

But the insurance industry is worried that new, climate-related risks are emerging.

As an example, UNEP cited a storm unofficially dubbed Hurricane Catarina which developed in the Southern Atlantic

off Brazil where sea surface temperatures are normally too low to trigger tropical cyclones.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

US Today

2004 is 4th hottest year for world since 1861, U.N. report says

By Traci Watson, USA TODAY

The average temperature for the world this year is the fourth-highest since reliable data began being kept in 1861, a United Nations weather agency said Wednesday.

The higher temperature is part of a trend that began in the 1900s and has intensified in the 21st century. Nine of the 10 hottest years on record occurred in 1995 or later, according to the U.N.'s World Meteorological Organization. The last four years were among the five hottest; 1998 was the hottest on record.

"Temperatures are warming, and they've been warming over the past century," said Jay Lawrimore, head of the climate-monitoring branch at National Climatic Data Center. "There's pretty much a consensus that there will be continued warming over the next century."

Climate research by the National Center for Atmospheric Research, the U.N. and others shows that such warming will lead to more intense hurricanes, rising sea levels that will swamp low-lying coastal areas and heat waves that are longer and more frequent.

More World Meterological Organization findings:

• Eight named tropical storms formed in the Atlantic Ocean in August, a record for the most named storms in that month.

• October 2004 was the warmest October on record.

• Japan and southern Europe suffered through summer heat waves that brought record or near-record high temperatures.

Natural disasters in 2004 will cost the insurance industry more than $36 billion worldwide, making 2004 the industry's most expensive year. Six hurricanes and three tropical storms affected the USA and accounted for the bulk of those costs.

"Climate scientists anticipate an increase and intensity of extreme weather events, and this is what the insurance industry is experiencing," said Klaus Toepfer, director of the U.N. Environment Program.

The planet warmed at a rate of roughly 1 degree per century from 1900 to 1975, Lawrimore said. But the warming has accelerated in the last 25 to 30 years to 3 degrees per century, he said.

Many scientists have long thought that people are contributing to the warming seen over the past 100 years. A 2001 report that the Bush administration requested from the National Academy of Sciences concluded that much of the warming is probably a result of human activity in the modern world.

Burning of gasoline, coal and other fossil fuel creates carbon dioxide gas, which rises into the atmosphere and traps heat.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Bloomberg

Bad Weather, Climate Change Cost World Record $90 Bln (Update1) 

Dec. 15 (Bloomberg) -- Hurricanes and other extreme weather caused more than $90 billion of losses in the first 10 months of the year, showing the economic cost of climate change caused by global warming, the United Nations said. 

Extreme weather across the globe, from a record 10 typhoons in Japan to the first hurricane ever in South America, cost insurance companies $35 billion through October, more than double a year earlier, according to a study for the UN by Munich Re, the world's largest reinsurer. Losses were 28 percent more than the average $70 billion of annual losses in the past decade. 

The study shows how the world faces rising losses in years ahead as global warming causes flooding, drought and other extreme, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Program, said at a conference on climate change in Buenos Aires. 

``We don't need more evidence, and we need to start acting now,'' Thomas Loster, Munich Re's director of climate and natural disaster research, said in an interview at the conference. ``There has been a significant increase in extreme events which are unequivocally linked to climate change.'' 

The world was hammered by an unprecedented string of weather- related disasters in 2004 as average global temperatures were the fourth warmest on record. 

The Caribbean was hit by four hurricanes, including Ivan, which cost the island nation of Grenada $1 billion, the equivalent of twice its gross domestic product. Typhoons in Japan caused $10 billion of losses. And in the U.S., hurricanes and other disasters caused $26 billion of losses. 

``The change in weather is happening now, and it's happening at a faster pace than anticipated,'' said Toepfer. 

'No Scientific Evidence' 

The findings contrast with U.S. government assertions that there's no proof that global warming is causing a change in weather. In 2001, U.S. President George W. Bush pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol that requires developed countries to combat global warming by reducing greenhouse gas emissions through 2012. 

``There's no scientific direct evidence connecting storms to climate change,'' Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher, U.S. commerce undersecretary for oceans and atmosphere, said in an interview in Buenos Aires yesterday. ``It depends on the measurements you take.'' 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

UN climate conference hears call to action to avoid plagues of global warming

15 December 2004 – With 2004 set to become the costliest natural catastrophe year even for the insurance industry, a United Nations climate convention opened its 10th anniversary high-level meeting today with warnings that much more needs to be done to avert a veritable biblical list of plagues arising from global warming caused by human action.

Figures released at the 10th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, showed that for the first 10 months of this year hurricanes, typhoons and other weather-related natural disasters cost the insurance industry just over $35 billion, up from $16 billion in 2003.

Economic losses, the majority of which were not insured, will also have cost the planet and its people dearly, with preliminary figures for January to October putting them among the highest on record - so far totalling about $90 billion, up from over $65 billion in 2003. The average annual loss over of the last 10 years has been $70 billion.

"Worrying signals continue to reach us about the impacts and risks of climate change," Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the meeting in a message delivered by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has already showed us that the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events may increase," he added.

"As we mark the 10th anniversary of the Convention's entry into force, we can say with a sense of achievement that our 'child,' so to speak, is growing up. But much more needs to be done as it comes of age, so that we can feel confident that the problem is being adequately addressed."

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Joke Waller-Hunter noted that the past 10 years had seen a strengthening of the science on climate change not least through the IPCC efforts. "We increasingly witness the possible impacts of climate change identified by the IPCC: droughts, floods, hurricanes and the melting of icecaps and glaciers in various regions of the globe," he added.

"We can look back with some pride," he declared, giving "a rather positive balance sheet" of actions taken by intergovernmental, national and private sector bodies, especially with the Kyoto Protocol against global warming. "But can we look forward with hope? Despite our efforts, concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere keep on rising, at an ever-increasing pace.

"Ten years of action on a problem with a time horizon of decades, if not centuries, can only be a first step. Planning the next steps is in order, if we want investment decisions to respond to the challenges posed by the ultimate objective of the Convention."

Mr. Annan also referred to the Kyoto Protocol, saying that "much attention is now justifiably turned" toward the entry into force in February 2005 of the pact, under which industrialized countries are to reduce their combined emissions of six major so-called greenhouse gases during the five-year period from 2008 to 2012 to below-1990 levels.

But, he added, "I urge you also to look ahead, beyond the Protocol, which takes us only to the year 2012. The longer-term challenge is to promote the use of low-carbon energy sources, low-greenhouse-gas technologies and renewable energy sources. In developed and developing countries alike, we need development strategies that are more climate-friendly."

The Kyoto Protocol becomes legally binding on its 128 parties on 16 February following Russia's ratification last month, but the United States, which produces more global warming emissions than any other country, is not a party since President George W. Bush withdrew support for it in 2001.

Among the hardest-hit countries in 2004 have been many small, developing countries, with the hurricane-ravaged islands of Grenada and Grand Cayman in the Caribbean underlining the impact on fragile economies.

Mr. Toepfer noted that in many developing countries, the impact of high winds and torrential rains is aggravated by a variety of factors ranging from the clearing of forests making land slides more likely to a lack of enforcement of building codes.

"Reducing vulnerability and helping poorer nations cope with the ravages of climate change is vital," he said.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Stuff Business News


Insurers to pay record disaster damages in 2004

16 December 2004 
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By HILARY BURKE

BUENOS AIRES: Natural disasters will cost insurers a record $US35 billion ($NZ48.7 billion) this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and southeastern United States and a record 10 typhoons soaked Japan in events seen as linked to global warming, climate experts say. 

"2004 will be the costliest year for the insurance industry worldwide, so it will be a new world record even if we adjust all previous years for inflation," said Thomas Loster, a climate expert at Munich Re, one of the world's biggest reinsurance companies. 

Overall destruction costs will surge as high as $US95 billion ($NZ132.3 billion) worldwide, Loster said during a news conference with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), citing a study based on the first ten months of the year. 

That compares to an average of $US70 billion ($NZ97.5 billion) a year during the last decade. 

The United States led the amount of insured losses with a whopping $US26 billion in damages. But it is poor countries like the small island nation of Grenada that suffer most when extreme weather hits. 

Hurricane Ivan struck Grenada in September, killing 28 people and razing thousands of homes and the crucial nutmeg and cocoa crops to rack up losses of $US1 billion – twice the size of the country's economy. 

Poor countries "do not have the chance to be on the safe side via insurance, they are directly confronted with these problems," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said on Wednesday. 

"We have to take action now because otherwise to fight against this changing climate will be extremely devastating and very costly," Toepfer said. 

Toepfer said that extreme weather would exist without global warming, but he cited evidence showing that the number and the intensity of such disasters has been increasing. 

The report came during the United Nations conference on climate change in Buenos Aires, the first to take place after Russia ratified the Kyoto protocol to cut emissions of gases believed to cause global warming. 

Major reinsurance companies, such as Munich Re, were not hard hit by this year's rampant hurricanes because of improved claims settlement and liability control, Loster added. 

But the insurance industry is worried that new, climate-related risks are emerging. 

As an example, UNEP cited a storm unofficially dubbed Hurricane Catarina which developed in the Southern Atlantic off Brazil where sea surface temperatures are normally too low to trigger tropical cyclones. 

"It is, I believe, unquestioned that climate change is happening now and it is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before," Toepfer said. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Metro Toronto

Insurers to Pay Record Disaster Damages

    

Wednesday, December 15, 2004 4:40:59 PM ET

By Hilary Burke

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (Reuters) - Natural disasters will cost insurers a record $35 billion this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and southeastern United States and a record 10 typhoons soaked Japan in events seen as linked to global warming, climate experts said on Wednesday.

"2004 will be the costliest year for the insurance industry worldwide, so it will be a new world record even if we adjust all previous years for inflation," said Thomas Loster, a climate expert at Munich Re <MUVGn.DE> , one of the world's biggest reinsurance companies.

Overall destruction costs will surge as high as $95 billion worldwide, Loster said during a news conference with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), citing a study based on the first ten months of the year.

That compares to an average of $70 billion a year during the last decade.

The United States led the amount of insured losses with a whopping $26 billion in damages. But it is poor countries like the small island nation of Grenada that suffer most when extreme weather hits.

Hurricane Ivan struck Grenada in September, killing 28 people and razing thousands of homes and the crucial nutmeg and cocoa crops to rack up losses of $1 billion -- twice the size of the country's economy.

Poor countries "do not have the chance to be on the safe side via insurance, they are directly confronted with these problems," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said.

"We have to take action now because otherwise to fight against this changing climate will be extremely devastating and very costly," Toepfer said.

Toepfer said that extreme weather would exist without global warming, but he cited evidence showing that the number and the intensity of such disasters has been increasing.

The report came during the United Nations conference on climate change in Buenos Aires, the first to take place after Russia ratified the Kyoto protocol to cut emissions of gases believed to cause global warming.

Major reinsurance companies, such as Munich Re, were not hard hit by this year's rampant hurricanes because of improved claims settlement and liability control, Loster added.

But the insurance industry is worried that new, climate-related risks are emerging.

As an example, UNEP cited a storm unofficially dubbed Hurricane Catarina which developed in the Southern Atlantic off Brazil where sea surface temperatures are normally too low to trigger tropical cyclones.

"It is, I believe, unquestioned that climate change is happening now and it is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before," Toepfer said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

CLIMATE CHANGE:
Argentine President Heats Up North-South Debate

Marcela Valente 


BUENOS AIRES, Dec 15 (IPS) - Argentine President Néstor Kirchner accused the countries of the industrialised North of double standards, noting that they relentlessly pursue repayment from their financial debtors, yet do everything possible to delay or completely avoid meeting their environmental debt to the developing world. 

Kirchner made his comments Wednesday at the opening of the high-level segment of the 10th session of the Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-10). 

The conference, currently underway in Buenos Aires, will wrap up on Friday after 12 days of discussion and debate among more than 6,000 participants from 180 countries, including representatives of governments, multilateral agencies and civil society organisations. 

Addressing the environment ministers and heads of delegations gathered for the high-level segment, Kirchner noted that if a map of the world showing the areas of greatest poverty and financial indebtedness were superimposed over another showing the highest concentration of biodiversity, ”the overlap between the two would be obvious.” 

The same would be true, he continued, if a map of the world's largest financial creditors were placed over a map of the countries that ”contribute more than any others to the environmental degradation that leads to climate change.” 

”We should not accept the double standards implied by demanding that the developing countries strictly comply with the financial obligations stemming from foreign debt, while at the same time, the world's most evolved and powerful societies elude their basic commitment to the preservation of life,” Kirchner stated. 

During the opening, Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), read a message to the participants from U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan. 

”As climate impacts become unavoidable,” the message said, ”the development agenda will have to evolve to include measures to help societies adapt.” 

Annan urged the participants to ”look ahead, beyond the Protocol, which takes us only to the year 2012,” and to promote the use of low-carbon energy sources, low-greenhouse-gas technologies and renewable energy sources. 

He also called for closer partnerships with the finance and investment community, ”since its decisions, in particular on the energy systems that drive development, can make a major contribution to achieving our objectives.” 

For her part, Joke Waller Hunter, the executive secretary of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, celebrated the progress made in the mitigation of factors leading to global warming, but added that ”it is also imperative that societies prepare for the inevitable impacts of climate change.” 

In Kirchner's view, climate change is a global problem caused primarily by the societies with the greatest economic power, which frequently show callous disregard in undertaking processes ”whose effects will be suffered by other peoples and other generations.” 

He noted, as well, that global warming will exacerbate the already intolerable conditions of poverty and hunger throughout the world, and warned that the brunt of the cost will fall on the most vulnerable countries, which are precisely the ones that have done the least to provoke this disaster. 

”We cannot allow entire societies to be doomed to disappear simply because in some other part of the world, the necessary efforts are not being made to keep this from happening,” said Kirchner. 

It is time to move beyond rhetoric and to seek actual solutions to climate change, he said. The ”anguished” demands of the developing nations can no longer be allowed to fall on deaf ears. 

This is a task that must fall primarily to the countries that have the most resources, in terms of capital and technology, and are ”not subjected to the burden of external debt, nor obliged to comply with the demands of societies that owe them enormous compensation,” as is the case with the developing nations. 

”These financial creditors, who are relentless in demanding compliance from their debtors, refuse to take responsibility for the environmental debt they owe to the less developed countries,” Kirchner stated. 

Until now, he charged, the developed countries of the North have avoided meeting up to their commitments, and failed in making the promised contributions to dealing with the problem of climate change. 

”The citizens of these societies can consume until they have had their fill, provoking greater emissions of greenhouse gases, while the citizens of our countries struggle to survive, mired in hunger and extreme poverty,” he said. 

The ministers will continue to meet through Thursday. There will be four panels of six ministers each that will address subjects like adaptation, litigation, technology transfer, and an overview of the progress made since the climate change convention was adopted 10 years ago. (END/2004)
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Earthjustice

Inuit Leader Sheila Watt-Cloutier Announces Intention to File a Human Rights Claim 

As the largest source of greenhouse gases, U.S. must take action to reduce climate change 

Buenos Aires, Argentina-- Ms. Sheila Watt-Cloutier, elected chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), announced tonight that the ICC will soon petition the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, seeking a declaration that emissions of greenhouse gases that are destroying the Inuit way of life are a violation of human rights. 

Ms. Watt-Cloutier made the announcement at a CIEL-sponsored event at the 10th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in Buenos Aires. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), shared the panel with Ms. Watt-Cloutier. Mr. Toepfer praised Ms. Watt-Cloutier for having, “ably articulated the concerns of your people in the face of the devastating effects of climate change and its relentless assault on Inuit traditional life.” 

Attorneys from Earthjustice and CIEL are working with the Inuit Circumpolar Conference to file the petition. Donald Goldberg, a senior attorney from CIEL who moderated the panel said, “Climate change is a human rights concern on an unprecedented scale. It poses an immediate danger for Inuit and other Arctic inhabitants, but millions of people in mountain areas, low-lying island and coastal regions, and other vulnerable parts of the world will soon face similar threats.” 

“Protecting human rights is the most fundamental responsibility of governments,” said Martin Wagner, International Program managing attorney for Earthjustice. “Climate change is threatening the health, culture, and livelihoods of the Inuit. It is the responsibility of the United States, as the largest source of greenhouse gases, to take immediate action to protect the rights of the Inuit and others around the world.” 

The Arctic is warming much more rapidly than previously known, at nearly twice the rate as the rest of the globe, according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), a four-year scientific study conducted by an international team of 300 scientists under the direction of a high-level intergovernmental forum including the United States. Increasing greenhouse gases from human activities are projected to make the Arctic warmer still, according to this unprecedented report. 

These changes will have major global impacts, such as contributing to global sea-level rise and intensifying global warming, according to the ACIA final report, which is available online at http://amap.no/acia/.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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U.S. Newswire

December 15, 2004 Wednesday 11:01 PM EST

HEADLINE: Inuit Leader Sheila Watt-Cloutier Announces Intention to File Human Right Claim Against U.S. for its Dangerous Greenhouse Gas Emissions

DATELINE: BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Dec. 15

BODY:


Sheila Watt-Cloutier, elected chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), announced tonight that the ICC will soon petition the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, seeking a declaration that emissions of greenhouse gases that are destroying the Inuit way of life are a violation of human rights.

Watt-Cloutier made the announcement at a CIEL-sponsored event at the 10th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in Buenos Aires. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), shared the panel with Watt-Cloutier. Toepfer praised Watt-Cloutier for having, "ably articulated the concerns of your people in the face of the devastating effects of climate change and its relentless assault on Inuit traditional life." 

Attorneys from Earthjustice and CIEL are working with the Inuit Circumpolar Conference to file the petition. Donald Goldberg, a senior attorney from CIEL who moderated the panel said, "Climate change is a human rights concern on an unprecedented scale. It poses an immediate danger for Inuit and other Arctic inhabitants, but millions of people in mountain areas, low-lying island and coastal regions, and other vulnerable parts of the world will soon face similar threats."

"Protecting human rights is the most fundamental responsibility of governments," said Martin Wagner, International Program managing attorney for Earthjustice. "Climate change is threatening the health, culture, and livelihoods of the Inuit. It is the responsibility of the United States, as the largest source of greenhouse gases, to take immediate action to protect the rights of the Inuit and others around the world."

The Arctic is warming much more rapidly than previously known, at nearly twice the rate as the rest of the globe, according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), a four-year scientific study conducted by an international team of 300 scientists under the direction of a high-level intergovernmental forum including the United States. Increasing greenhouse gases from human activities are projected to make the Arctic warmer still, according to this unprecedented report.

These changes will have major global impacts, such as contributing to global sea-level rise and intensifying global warming, according to the ACIA final report, which is available online at http://amap.no/acia/

http://www.usnewswire.com/ 


Contact: Donald Goldberg of CIEL, 54-11 4382-5050; Daniel B. Magraw of CIEL, 202-785-8700; or Martin Wagner of Earthjustice, 510-550-6700
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IPS
ENVIRONMENT-EUROPE:
The True Cost of Flying
Julio Godoy* 

PARIS, Dec 15 (Tierramérica) - Hundreds of flights by subsidised airlines in Europe are endangering the global climate and the ozone layer. For now, they fly free of environmental regulations. 

The European boom in ''low-cost'' airlines, fuelled by tax incentives, is increasing the level of toxic gases in the atmosphere and displacing less polluting and more efficient means of transportation for shorter distances, like trains. 

Gisela B. is a passionate environmentalist. On the roof of her house in the northern German city of Bremen she has installed solar panels to generate electricity, she doesn't own a car, and she conserves water and energy in any way she can. 

But when it comes to travel outside Germany, even though she is aware of the serious impacts of air transport on the climate, she doesn't hesitate to use one of the airlines that offer international flights at prices as low as one dollar. 

These airlines -- referred to as ''low-cost'' but which activists say have high environmental costs -- have proliferated in recent years in the United States and Europe, despite the decline in air travel resulting from international terrorism incidents, particularly the Sep. 11, 2001 attacks in New York and Washington. 

In Germany alone there are more than 10 commercial airlines that offer flights at ridiculously low prices between the country's major cities and to tourist destinations like the French Riviera or Spain's Majorca and Costa del Sol. 

For a weekend on the French Mediterranean coast, for example, Gisela can fly from Berlin, Cologne or Frankfurt, on any one of at least 10 airlines, for less than 20 dollars round trip. 

''I shouldn't fly because of the environmental effects of the aircraft,'' Gisela B. admitted in a conversation with Tierramérica. ''But I can't fight the temptation of such low prices.'' 

European airlines, like Easyjet, Ryanair and Germanwings, can afford the low airfares because of generous subsidies from national governments, which do not tax jet fuel, the only tax-free fuel in the world. In addition, commercial aviation does not have to pay the value-added tax that is applied to all other commercial transactions. 

The local governments, meanwhile, exempt the ''low-cost'' airlines from other taxes in order to attract them to their smaller airports, which fell into disuse after the military presence declined with the end of the Cold War. 

This policy has paved the way for the modernisation of tiny airports in cities like Frankfurt-Hahn, Dortmund, Lübeck, Cologne and Zweibruecken, in Germany; in Strasburg, Bergerac, Montpellier and Carcassone, in France; and several locations in Britain. 

Meanwhile, the airlines also have reduced their costs with Internet-based reservation systems, using just one type of aircraft (for easier maintenance), and minimal on-board staff. 

In the opinion of Werner Reh, an expert with the German Friends of the Earth organisation BUND, this policy ''is completely absurd.'' 

''The local governments apply their subsidies in a chaotic way and they compete with each other to obtain the low-cost airlines,'' Reh told Tierramérica. 

Several of these companies have not survived, meaning that the local governments' investment goes to waste in airports that end up abandoned, he said. 

Furthermore, train travel, a viable alternative for trips within Europe, is suffering as a result of this form of ''disloyal competition'', in which the airlines are selling services below cost. 

Despite the scientific evidence on the harmful environmental effects of air traffic, the European governments have failed to draw up a rational policy on the matter. 

The burning of jet fuel -- a petroleum product -- releases greenhouse gases that contribute to global warming and the process of climate change. Air traffic worldwide produces emissions of more than 600 million tons of carbon dioxide -- the leading greenhouse gas -- each year. 

In addition, it releases nitrates, ash, sulphates and water vapour. Some of these substances deplete ozone in the atmosphere -- this layer of ozone gas is crucial for protecting life on Earth from the Sun's harmful rays. 

The Britain-based environmental group Tourism Concern predicts that by 2015 half of the annual destruction of the ozone layer will be caused by commercial air traffic. 

The Royal British Commission on Environmental Pollution estimated in 2002 that commercial airline emissions are ''a major contributor to global warming,'' and urged governments to draft policies to encourage train travel instead. 

Tom Blundell, a biochemistry professor at the University of Cambridge and president of the commission, said he regrets that the only international instrument for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the Kyoto Protocol (which takes effect in February 2005), ''does not include emissions from international aviation.'' 

''This continues to be a very sensitive issue,'' a source from the Paris-based OzonAction Unit of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), told Tierramérica. 

''It is very difficult to introduce the problem of commercial aviation emissions into international treaties,'' such as the Montreal Protocol, which establishes protections for the ozone layer, said the source. 

''The governments are at the mercy of the (aeronautics) industry lobby,'' according to Mónika Lege, transport expert with the German group Robin Wood, based in Hamburg. 

''The advertising suggests that we can all fly around the world almost free and without problems. But it is time that we face the consequences and take action: we must reduce aviation,'' she said in a Tierramérica interview. 

But even the environmentally conscious Gisela B. has not heard the message. She recently reserved a round-trip flight to Santo Domingo -- for just a handful of dollars. 

(* Julio Godoy is an IPS correspondent. Originally published Dec. 11 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.)
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Caribbean News 

Insurance Industry Facing $35 Billion Bill Following Natural Disasters 
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	Young survivors of the recent Haiti flood. (UNICEF Photo) 


HBN, BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Thurs. Dec. 16: 2004 is set to go down in the history books as the most expensive year for the insurance industry in the Caribbean and world-wide following hurricanes, typhoons and other weather related natural disasters. 

That’s according to figures released yesterday by experts of the United Nations Environment Program at the international climate change conference in Buenos Aires. The report revealed that for the first 10 months of this year natural disasters cost the insurance industry just over $ 35 billion, up from $ 16 billion in 2003. 

Hardest hit have been many small, developing countries with the islands of Grenada and Grand Cayman in the Caribbean underlining the impact on 
fragile economies. 

Hurricane Ivan, which struck Grenada in September, killed 28 people and is estimated to cost one billion US dollars in damaged homes, buildings and agricultural losses. 

Hurricane Ivan was one of the most destructive and strongest storms ever, maintaining a strength of category force four to five on the Saffir Simpson for more than five days. Apart from the Caribbean islands, the storm also caused serious damage to offshore platforms in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Dr Kenrick Leslie, Director of the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre hosted by the Government of Belize and supported by UNEP, said Ivan was as a “unique event never before seen in the Caribbean”. 

“Grenada normally escapes such events. But here was a hurricane that formed south and east of the Antilles. It is believed to be the first in recorded history of a hurricane forming so far south and east of the Antilles,” he said. 

Dr Leslie, who established the national meteorological service in Belize and whose organization covers 15 countries in the wider Caribbean, said the impact on the economy of Grenada was “both worrying and distressing”. 

The estimated damage of one billion dollars was twice the islands’ gross domestic product. 
Close to 30,000 houses or nearly 90 per cent were damaged of which 10,000 or a nearly a third were beyond repair. 

Schools and centers of learning were hit amounting to $ 90 million in damages with over 30,000 students affected. 

Damage to hospitals and public health care centers is estimated at over $ 4 million and over 38,000 people have been left unemployed in the key agricultural sectors of nutmeg and cocoa.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP said, “Climate change is already happening with rapid melting of the Arctic and glaciers world wide. Climate scientists anticipate an increase and intensity of extreme weather events and this is what the insurance industry is experiencing resulting in year on year losses.” - Hardbeatnews.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Telegraph (UK)

£6m axe falls on 30 embassies
By Anton La Guardia, Diplomatic Editor
(Filed: 16/12/2004)
Britain is to shut or downgrade 30 embassies and consulates to find money for urgent tasks such as fighting terrorism, weapons proliferation and global warming.

The Foreign Office said yesterday that nine small embassies and high commissions in the Pacific, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean would close. Their work will be taken over by locally hired honorary consuls or British diplomats in embassies in nearby countries.
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	Jack Straw: ‘priorities’


A further 10 consulates, most of them in western cities, will be closed and 11 stripped of British diplomats. The biggest shake-up in diplomatic posts in more than a decade is the result of a strategic review ordered by Jack Straw, the Foreign Secretary, since September 11, America's war on terrorism and the invasion of Iraq.

It means that missions across the globe, from Tonga in the Pacific to Phoenix in the United States, will be shut by the end of 2006.

Mr Straw said the closures would save £6 million a year and the money would be redirected to other Foreign Office departments.

	 
	



	
	Click to enlarge


"The savings will help to underpin higher priority work in line with the [Foreign Office's] strategic priorities," he said.

The Foreign Office said consular services could often be provided as efficiently but more cheaply by locally hired consuls, backed up by "rapid response units" to deal with emergencies such as accidents and hubs to deal with passports and visas.

It was keen to highlight the new diplomatic jobs being created. For instance the high commission in Kenya, the seat of the United Nations environment programme, will gain a diplomat to deal with climate change.

An extra diplomat will serve in Nigeria to deal with energy issues, while a third will go to South Africa to oversee work on regional development.

British businessmen will question the wisdom of spending money on such issues at the expense of on-the-spot lobbying for British industry.

The Confederation of British Industry said: "The acid test for us will be whether the quality of service is maintained."

Travel companies said the effect on holidaymakers would be limited in favourite European destinations but might be more serious for those travelling farther afield.

Michael Ancram, the Conservative foreign affairs spokesman, said: "The Government must give a far clearer reason for making these dramatic changes and must show that British commercial interests and the interests of Britons abroad will not be affected."
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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PR Newswire US 

December 15, 2004 Wednesday 
HEADLINE: Save The World Air Announces Results of UNEP/Bali Summit; Invited to Exhibit Technology at Second United Nations Event 

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES Dec. 15

BODY:


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 15 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Save The World Air, Inc. (Pink Sheets: ZERO), which is developing affordable pollution-reduction technology aimed at the motorcycle/automobile retrofit market, today announced the results of its recent participation at the UNEP Bali conference. At the same time, SWA announced that it has been invited to attend and exhibit its technology at a second environmental summit sponsored by the UN in Medan, Indonesia. 

SWA participated in a United Nations Environment Programme-sponsored meeting in Bali, Indonesia, earlier this month, which resulted in the initiation of informal negotiations with United Nations and government officials to explore the possibility of pilot programs using SWA technology in Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Thailand, Iran and Brazil.

The pilot projects discussed, if initiated, would involve retrofitting the CAT-MATE device on the expansion chambers of two-stroke motorcycles, and to the exhaust systems of four-stroke motorcycles and fuel-injected automobiles.

"I am thrilled that SWA is getting a chance to market its technology to some of the key players in the global fight against toxic air pollution," said Edward Masry, SWA's Chief Executive Officer. "These pilot programs are a gateway into some of the most promising markets for this company's technology. Indonesia alone has more than 15,000,000 motorcycles in use, most of them with highly polluting two-stroke engines that need to be retrofitted with our devices."

SWA's President, Eugene Eichler, Chief Operating Officer, Bruce McKinnon and Vice President for Environmental Affairs, Erin Brockovich, will attend the 1st Summit of the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development, which will be held in the Indonesian cities of Medan and Lake Toba from February 14 to 17. Ms. Brockovich will be one of the key-note speakers at the event.

The Summit is expected to attract about 3,000 government officials, business leaders and United Nations officials from around the world. The event is co-sponsored by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research and the United Nations Human Settlement Program.

Safe Harbor Statement

The statements contained herein, which are not historical, are forward looking statements that are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed in the forward looking statements, including, but not limited to, SWA's ability to market its technologies and devices and future customer acceptance for these products and services and other risks set forth in SWA's filings and future filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including those set forth in SWA's Annual Report on Form 10-KSB for the year ended Dec. 31, 2003.

For further information please contact: Jason Booth of Sitrick And Company, +1-310-788-2850, for Save The World Air, Inc., http://www.savetheworldair.com/ 

CONTACT: Jason Booth of Sitrick And Company, +1-310-788-2850, for Save
The World Air, Inc.

Web site: http://www.savetheworldair.com/ 

SOURCE Save The World Air, Inc. http://www.prnewswire.com
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Les Echos 

16 décembre 2004

TITRE: Les primatologues défendent leurs sujets

TEXTE-ARTICLE:


Les primatologues soutenus par l'ONU tirent un nouveau signal d'alarme sur l'avenir des quatre espèces de ces singes hors du commun par leur taille et leur évolution. L'un de ces scientifiques, Pascal Picq, assène sobrement : « Si nous ne faisons rien, les grands singes vont disparaître. » Leur nombre ne dépasserait plus la population de Lyon, et ils sont désormais tous menacés à des degrés différents. En première ligne, les orangs-outans d'Indonésie promettent de disparaître dans moins de six ans au rythme actuel. « Il est minuit moins une pour eux », renchérit Klaus Töpfer, directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). L'extinction des autres espèces prendra plusieurs décennies supplémentaires.

La déforestation en est la première cause. Les pays de résidence des grands singes, en Afrique noire et en Asie du Sud-Est, coupent à tout-va pour satisfaire leur développement. Les primates subissent aussi les épidémies (lire ci-contre), les guerres et le braconnage. La viande de gorille est particulièrement appréciée comme signe de richesse. 

Ce ne sont pas les premières espèces à disparaître. Pour certains, c'est le sens de l'évolution naturelle de voir l'humain faire table rase autour de lui. Après tout, il y avait une centaine d'espèces de grands singes, au miocène. Sauf que, depuis, l'homme s'est mis en tête de comprendre d'où il vient et les paléontologues et les préhistoriens comptent sur eux pour éclairer notre passage du monde animal à l'homo sapiens, frontière de plus en plus floue.

Ce sont les êtres vivants les plus proches de nous, les dernières espèces à avoir partagé notre arbre généalogique voilà plus de sept millions d'années. Ou peut-être même 15 millions, car, depuis la découverte récente de nouveaux hominidés âgés de plus de 7 millions d'années, on a retrouvé en Espagne un squelette âgé de plus de 12 millions d'années qui semble être un ancêtre commun à l'homme et aux primates.

Proximité de génome

Les scientifiques avouent malgré tout avoir du mal à situer la proximité des quatre espèces de grand singe avec la cinquième, la nôtre. Biologiquement, le chimpanzé est le plus proche, mais cette « parenté » a récemment été revue à la baisse. On sait depuis plusieurs années que son génome et celui de l'homme ne diffèrent que de 1,6 % en moyenne et de quelques dixièmes de pour cents sur certains gènes. Mais, en réalité, l'expression génomique présente des variations nettement plus fortes : des études montrent qu'elle peut varier de 20 % dans le cerveau, alors qu'elle est identique pour les intestins. Les chercheurs cherchent maintenant à chiffrer cet écart au niveau des protéines elles-mêmes.

Les chimpanzés sont également les plus proches de nous dans la maîtrise des outils. Des chercheurs viennent de montrer pour la première fois que les populations d'Afrique centrale utilisent deux instruments différents pour « pêcher » les termites. Ils se servent d'une première tige rigide pour creuser un accès aux réseaux des termitières puis d'une herbe souple pour plonger au coeur de leur cible. Des expériences en laboratoires montrent également qu'ils sont doués d'abstraction, de capacités de calcul, etc.

Socialement, les bonobos montrent la sophistication la plus poussée. A tel point que les spécialistes s'interrogent pour savoir s'ils ne dépassent pas l'homme sur ce trait de civilisation avec une meilleure capacité à endiguer la violence. Ces singes qui se sont placés sous l'autorité des femelles ont développé des comportements très pacifiques, notamment à travers une pratique sexuelle ludique et diversifiée que jalousent bon nombre d'humains familiers de l'espèce.

Au fur et à mesure qu'ils étudient les primates, les scientifiques sont contraints d'abandonner les spécificités attribuées à l'homme. C'est par exemple le cas de la conscience de soi, les orangs-outans et les chimpanzés étant les seuls animaux à se reconnaître dans un miroir. La transmission des acquis de génération en génération est très bien étudiée grâce à l'observation sur de longues périodes. Même la contagion du bâillement qui nous étonne toujours existe chez les singes.

Comparaisons utiles

Certains n'hésitent plus maintenant à leur octroyer le statut d'individu avec un vécu émotionnel comparable au nôtre et militent pour les inclure sous la protection d'un droit de l'hominidé. Du coup, les primates font l'objet de recherches très similaires à celles sur l'homme. Le congrès international de primatologues qui s'est tenu l'été dernier en Italie a montré l'implication de nombreuses disciplines avec un millier de communications. La génétique espère trouver les mutations qui ont séparé les différentes espèces. La biologie travaille sur les maladies simiesques, tandis que les sciences neurobiologiques décodent le fonctionnement du cerveau sous IRM. Les sciences du comportement, l'éthologie, procèdent aux mêmes observations du développement des bébés singes qu'elles le font sur nos enfants. Certains psychiatres tentent même de mettre en relation l'impact de la génétique et de l'environnement social pour expliquer la très forte diversité de l'attention maternelle.

Un réseau de spécialistes « Grasp » s'est organisé pour définir une stratégie de protection, sous l'égide de l'Unesco. Les responsables tiennent malgré tout à rester optimistes : certaines actions se sont révélées efficaces comme le prouve aujourd'hui la lente remontée des populations de gorilles des montagnes en Afrique centrale grâce à l'implication de trois parcs nationaux du Congo, Rwanda et d'Ouganda. La poursuite du programme exige maintenant de trouver 25 millions de dollars.


DATE-CHARGEMENT: 16 décembre 2004 
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mardi 14 décembre 2004 (Liberation - 06:00)
Biodiversité. A Paris, des spécialistes ont appelé solennellement les pouvoirs publics à agir.

De grands singes en si petit nombre

Par Florence HEIMBURGER

Rien ne va plus pour les grands singes. Un nouveau recensement, annoncé jeudi dernier par le Fonds mondial de la nature (WWF), a révélé que la population de bonobos de République démocratique du Congo (RDC) serait de seulement 10 000 individus, cinq fois moins qu'on ne le pensait. En Afrique occidentale, les populations de chimpanzés ont diminué de 56 % entre 1983 et 2000. Les orangs-outans, autrefois présents dans une grande partie de l'Asie, nei subsistent plus qu'à Sumatra et Bornéo. D'après l'Atlas du monde des grands singes et leur conservation, il resterait seulement 400 000 grands singes dans le monde !

Origines. La Cité des sciences et de l'industrie fait le point sur ces constats inquiétants dans son exposition «Les grands singes vont-ils disparaître ?», présentée jeudi dernier. A cette occasion, les spécialistes des anthropoïdes ont une nouvelle fois tiré la sonnette d'alarme et appelé solennellement les pouvoirs publics à agir. «Je souhaiterais que la France monte une grande association ou fondation pour la protection des grands singes, a déclaré Pascal Picq, paléoanthropologue au Collège de France. Alors que la plupart des grands singes vivent en Afrique francophone, la France ne se soucie pas d'eux.» Et, pourtant, les grands singes détiennent une partie de la réponse sur nos origines. «Mais cela ne fait que trente-cinq ans que nous les étudions. Le darwinisme, cela ne signifie pas la suprématie de l'homme.» Déforestation, braconnage, extraction minière et guerres déciment les orangs-outans, bonobos, chimpanzés et gorilles. En RDC, par exemple, l'extraction du coltan, un minerai utilisé pour les puces de téléphones portables, menace l'habitat des gorilles. A écouter les experts, les menaces sont légion. «Quand je suis arrivé en Côte-d'Ivoire il y a vingt-six ans pour étudier les chimpanzés, la forêt Taï était immense. Aujourd'hui, il n'en reste plus qu'une petite île», témoigne le primatologue Christophe Boesch. Président de la Wild Chimpanzee Foundation, il ne fait qu'appuyer la demande de Pascal Picq : «Je pense que la France a une responsabilité pour essayer de limiter la casse. On ne peut pas uniquement exploiter la Côte-d'Ivoire, il faut aussi rendre à ce pays.»
Déclaration. Au niveau international, un projet de survie des grands singes, le Grasp (Great Apes Survival Project), a été lancé en mai 2001 par le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (Pnue). Les responsables de ce projet estiment qu'il faudrait rapidement investir 25 millions de dollars pour sauver les dernières bêtes, notamment en créant des zones protégées. Le Pnue et l'Unesco préparent une déclaration internationale qui devrait être signée en 2005 par différents Etats abritant les grands singes en liberté. Ces animaux devraient aussi figurer en bonne place lors du sommet sur la gestion durable des forêts du bassin du Congo qui se tiendra à Brazzaville en février.

Mais les grands singes attendent tout autre chose. Que ces grands principes se traduisent enfin sur le terrain pendant qu'il en est encore temps.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Les grands singes à la Cité des sciences à Paris

10/12 

11:50  Une exposition qui s'inquiète du sort des grands singes, menacés autant par la destruction de leur habitat et la chasse que par l'absence de moyens suffisants pour leur conservation sur le terrain, vient d'être inaugurée à la Cité des sciences de La Villette, à Paris.

L'exposition "Les grands singes vont-ils disparaître?" qui restera ouverte jusqu'au 6 mars prochain, présente les quatre espèces aux noms familiers - gorilles, chimpanzés, bonobos d'Afrique et orangs-outans d'Asie - mais largement méconnues quant à leur situation à l'état sauvage, dont l'avenir est fortement compromis.

L'exposition est constituée de panneaux de textes, de photos, d'infographies, mais aussi de petits films, et de déclarations enregistrées de spécialistes. Tout le contenu est trilingue (français, anglais, espagnol). Le dossier de l'exposition fera également l'objet d'un DVD-Rom, qui doit notamment être envoyé en Indonésie et aux 23 pays d'Afrique qui abritent ces primates.

"Quand je suis arrivé en Côte d'Ivoire il y a 26 ans pour étudier les chimpanzés, la forêt Taï était immense. Aujourd'hui, il n'en reste plus qu'une petite île", a témoigné le primatologue Christophe Boesch, de la Wild Chimpanzee Foundation, lors de la présentation de l'exposition à la presse.

Néanmoins, la prise de conscience générale des menaces sur les plus proches cousins de l'homme avance petit à petit, a assuré Walter Erdelen, sous-directeur des sciences à l'UNESCO, en évoquant le projet pour la survie des grands singes, le GRASP (Great Apes Survival Project).

Les responsables de ce projet, lancé à l'initiative du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), sont à la recherche de 2,5 millions de dollars pour le mettre réellement en route.

Les grands singes, a insisté le représentant de l'organisation des Nations Unies pour la science et l'éducation, sont à considérer aussi comme des "espèces indicatrices clés" sur la destruction des forêts d'Afrique et d'Asie, néfaste tout autant pour l'homme. "Les interactions entre les grands singes et les humains doivent être mutuellement bénéfiques", a ajouté M. Erdelen.

- "Les grands singes vont-ils disparaître?", Cité des sciences, 30 av. Corentin-Cariou, 75019 Paris, jusqu'au 6 mars 2005.

© AFP.
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Deutsche Presse-Agentur - Europadienst

15. Dezember 2004  
ÜBERSCHRIFT: (Zusammenfassung 1530)Dringlicher Aufruf zu Kampf gegen Treibhauseffekt - Doppelmoral

DATUMSZEILE: Buenos Aires

TEXT:
Mit einem dringlichen Aufruf zur Bekaempfung des Treibhauseffekts haben am Mittwoch in Buenos Aires bei der 10. UN-Klimaschutzkonferenz die Beratungen von fast 90 Umweltministern, darunter auch Juergen Trittin (Gruene), begonnen. Als Gastgeber warnte Argentiniens Praesident Nestor Kirchner vor den katastrophalen Folgen der Erderwaermung. Sie traefen besonders die armen Laender, die zugleich am wenigsten Schuld daran haetten. Die traditionellen Industrielaender seien deshalb besonders in der Pflicht, auch weil sie ueber die notwendige Technik und Finanzkraft verfuegten. Viele Entwicklungslaender wuerden zudem durch Auslandsschulden in Milliardenhoehe belastet und in ihren Reaktionsmoeglichkeiten beschnitten. Waehrend die industrialisierten Laender die Schulden der Entwicklungslaender immer wieder einforderten, seien sie selbst nicht bereit, fuer ihre "Umweltschulden" einzustehen. "Diese doppelte Moral ist inakzeptabel", sagte Kirchner. Der niedrige Weltmarktpreis vieler Erzeugnisse armer Laender sei ein weiterer Grund fuer die Verletzlichkeit solcher Staaten durch die Folgen des Klimawandels. Auch der Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, rief im Namen des Generalsekretaers der Vereinten Nationen (UN), Kofi Annan, dringend zum Handeln gegen den Klimawandel auf. "Die Augen der Welt ruhen auf Ihnen", sagte Toepfer. Trittin hatte am Vortag in Buenos Aires das Ziel der Europaeischen Union (EU) bekraeftigt, die Erderwaermung bis 2050 unter 2 Grad im Vergleich zur vorindustriellen Zeit zu halten. Aber auch diese Erwaermung sei schon "eine begrenzte Katastrophe". Zum Beispiel gaebe es dann kaum noch Dauerfrostboeden in den Alpen und keine Gletscher mehr, warnte Trittin am Vortag. Experten gehen davon aus, dass zur Begrenzung der bereits begonnenen Erwaermung auf zwei Grad eine Reduzierung der Treibhausgasemissionen weltweit bis 2050 um die Haelfte noetig ist. Deutschland will sich zunaechst zu einer Reduzierung um 40 Prozent bis 2020 verpflichten, wenn sich die EU zu 30 Prozent Einsparungen verpflichtet. Unter dem Kyoto-Protokoll haben sich bisher rund 30 Industriestaaten zu festen Emissionszielen bis 2012 verpflichtet, die allerdings eine Treibhausgasreduktion von nur wenigen Prozent ergeben. Die USA, die allein 25 Prozent aller Treibhausgase verursachen, akzeptieren keine Begrenzung. Eine in Buenos Aires vorgestellte Studie des Europaeischen Klimaforums und des Potsdamer Instituts fuer Klimafolgenforschung bestaetigte die Warnungen Trittins. Schon bei einer Erwaermung der Atmosphaere von 2 bis 2,5 Grad gebe es ein erhebliches Risko fuer "katastrophale" Folgen. So koennten die Reisernten in Suedostasien um bis zu 25 Prozent zurueckgehen, dicht bevoelkerte Kuestenstreifen ueberflutet werden und in Perus Hauptstadt Lima das Trinkwasser versiegen. Bestimmte Oekosysteme wie in der Arktis und Kulturen wie die der Inuits koennten ganz verloren gehen. dpa ro xx hu
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SDA - Basisdienst Deutsch

ÜBERSCHRIFT: UNO-Klimakonferenz Dringlicher Aufruf zu Kampf gegen Treibhauseffekt
DATUMSZEILE: Buenos Aires

TEXT:
Mit einem dringlichen Aufruf zur Bekaempfung des Treibhauseffekts hat in Buenos Aires am Mittwoch die 10. UNO-Klimaschutzkonferenz begonnen. Fast 90 Umweltminister nehmen daran teil, unter ihnen auch Bundesrat Moritz Leuenberger.

Als Gastgeber warnte Argentiniens Praesident Nestor Kirchner vor den katastrophalen Folgen der Erderwaermung. Sie traefen besonders die armen Laender. Die Industrielaender seien deshalb besonders in der Pflicht, auch weil sie ueber die notwendige Technik und Finanzkraft verfuegten. 

Waehrend die industrialisierten Laender die Schulden der Entwicklungslaender immer wieder einforderten, seien sie selbst nicht bereit, fuer ihre "Umweltschulden" einzustehen. "Diese doppelte Moral ist inakzeptabel", sagte Kirchner.

Auch der Direktor des UNO-Umweltprogramms (UNEP), Klaus Toepfer, rief im Namen von UNO-Generalsekretaer Kofi Annan dringend zum Handeln gegen den Klimawandel auf. "Die Augen der Welt ruhen auf Ihnen", betonte er.

Leuenberger fuer Einbindung aller

Bundesrat Leuenberger wolle sich in Buenos Aires dafuer einsetzen, dass alle Laender im naechsten Verpflichtungszeitraum ab 2012 in den Kampf gegen die Klima-Erwaermung eingebunden werden koennen, teilte das Eidg. Departement fuer Umwelt, Verkehr, Energie und Kommunikation (UVEK) mit.

Am Donnerstag werde der UVEK-Vorsteher zudem ein Gespraech am Runden Tisch moderieren. Dabei sollen neue Technologien im Kampf gegen Klimaaenderungen diskutiert werden. Das Ministertreffen dauert bis Freitag.

"Katastrophale" Folgen

In Buenos Aires wurden auch Studien zur Klimaforschung vorgestellt. Diese hielten fest: Schon bei einer Erwaermung der Atmosphaere von 2 bis 2,5 Grad gebe es ein erhebliches Risko fuer "katastrophale" Folgen.

So koennten die Reisernten in Suedostasien um bis zu 25 Prozent zurueckgehen, dicht bevoelkerte Kuestenstreifen ueberflutet werden und in Perus Hauptstadt Lima das Trinkwasser versiegen. Bestimmte Oekosysteme wie in der Arktis und Kulturen wie die der Inuits koennten ganz verloren gehen.

Weniger Treibhausgase noetig

Experten gehen davon aus, dass zur Begrenzung der bereits begonnenen Erwaermung auf zwei Grad eine Reduzierung der Treibhausgasemissionen weltweit bis 2050 um die Haelfte noetig ist.

Unter dem Kyoto-Protokoll haben sich bisher rund 30 Industriestaaten zu festen Emissionszielen bis 2012 verpflichtet. Allerdings ergibt dies nur eine Treibhausgasreduktion von wenigen Prozent. Die USA, die allein 25 Prozent aller Treibhausgase verursachen, akzeptieren keine Begrenzung.
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LENGTH: 514 words

HEADLINE: Save The World Air Announces Results of UNEP/Bali Summit; 
Invited to Exhibit Technology at Second United Nations Event 

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES Dec. 15

BODY:


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 15 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Save The World Air, Inc. (Pink Sheets: ZERO), which is developing affordable pollution-reduction technology aimed at the motorcycle/automobile retrofit market, today announced the results of its recent participation at the UNEP Bali conference. At the same time, SWA announced that it has been invited to attend and exhibit its technology at a second environmental summit sponsored by the UN in Medan, Indonesia. 

SWA participated in a United Nations Environment Programme-sponsored meeting in Bali, Indonesia, earlier this month, which resulted in the initiation of informal negotiations with United Nations and government officials to explore the possibility of pilot programs using SWA technology in Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Thailand, Iran and Brazil.

The pilot projects discussed, if initiated, would involve retrofitting the CAT-MATE device on the expansion chambers of two-stroke motorcycles, and to the exhaust systems of four-stroke motorcycles and fuel-injected automobiles.

"I am thrilled that SWA is getting a chance to market its technology to some of the key players in the global fight against toxic air pollution," said Edward Masry, SWA's Chief Executive Officer. "These pilot programs are a gateway into some of the most promising markets for this company's technology. Indonesia alone has more than 15,000,000 motorcycles in use, most of them with highly polluting two-stroke engines that need to be retrofitted with our devices."

SWA's President, Eugene Eichler, Chief Operating Officer, Bruce McKinnon and Vice President for Environmental Affairs, Erin Brockovich, will attend the 1st Summit of the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development, which will be held in the Indonesian cities of Medan and Lake Toba from February 14 to 17. Ms. Brockovich will be one of the key-note speakers at the event.

The Summit is expected to attract about 3,000 government officials, business leaders and United Nations officials from around the world. The event is co-sponsored by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research and the United Nations Human Settlement Program.

Safe Harbor Statement

The statements contained herein, which are not historical, are forward looking statements that are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed in the forward looking statements, including, but not limited to, SWA's ability to market its technologies and devices and future customer acceptance for these products and services and other risks set forth in SWA's filings and future filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including those set forth in SWA's Annual Report on Form 10-KSB for the year ended Dec. 31, 2003.

For further information please contact: Jason Booth of Sitrick And Company, +1-310-788-2850, for Save The World Air, Inc., http://www.savetheworldair.com/ 

CONTACT: Jason Booth of Sitrick And Company, +1-310-788-2850, for Save
The World Air, Inc.

Web site: http://www.savetheworldair.com/ 

SOURCE Save The World Air, Inc. http://www.prnewswire.com
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South African News

Climate change to have big effect on SA 
Posted Wed, 15 Dec 2004 

The extinction of numerous plant and animal species and an increase in waterborne diseases are just some of the problems climate change will impose on South Africa over the next 50 years, says Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk. 

The country also faced "the certainty of prolonged and intense water restrictions". 

Speaking at the 10th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, underway in the Argentine capital Buenos Aires, he said the changes would have a major impact on South Africans' lifestyles. 

"It has been projected that average temperatures in South Africa could rise between one and three percent by the middle of this century, and rainfall... may be reduced by between five and 10 percent. 

"South Africa cannot afford not to act, because climate change will change the way we live." 

The increased temperatures and reduced rainfall would have a major impact. 

Other anticipated problems included an estimated 20 percent drop in the country's grain production and an increase in skin cancer rates. 

Van Schalkwyk said South Africa's vulnerability to climate change had seen plans to deal with it move to the forefront of government's programme of action. 

"Climate change remains one of the most pressing challenges for both the developed and developing world, requiring the strongest possible international action and global co-operation," he said. 

The effects of climate change posed challenges to developing nations, such as "the loss of markets relating to reduced demand for coal exports". 

"This is why the question of adaptation to climate change has been the subject of such heated discussion," he said. 

Governments should adapt to climate change through measures such as improved health programmes, better water resource management and disaster management, and agricultural diversification. 

"At the same time we need also to mitigate climate change itself, and for this we require much more intensive research and development into renewable energy resources." 

This included reducing dependence on fossil fuels, more energy efficient transport and housing models, less consumptive agriculture, and a real transfer of technology and skills from the developed to the developing nations. 

"Of critical importance to South Africa is to address the reduction of emissions whilst retaining economic growth. We cannot change the way we generate and consume energy without simultaneously addressing the challenges of poverty and unemployment in our communities. 

"What we are dealing with is not only an environmental issue, it is centrally an economic, social, and sustainable development issue as well," Van Schalkwyk said. 

Sapa 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
The Associated Press

December 15, 2004, Wednesday, BC cycle

HEADLINE: 2004 among hottest years on record, part of warming trend that began in 1990
 

DATELINE: BUENOS AIRES, Argentina

BODY:
The year 2004, punctuated by four powerful hurricanes in the Caribbean and deadly typhoons lashing Asia, was the fourth-hottest on record, extending a trend that has seen the 10 warmest years ever beginning in the 1990s, a U.N. weather agency said Wednesday.

The current year was also the most expensive for the insurance industry in coping worldwide with hurricanes, typhoons and other weather-related natural disasters, according to new figures released by U.N. environmental officials.

The World Meteorological Organization said it expects Earth's average surface temperature to rise 0.8 degrees above the normal 57 degrees Fahrenheit, adding 2004 to a recent pattern that included the hottest year registered in 1998 and the next three warmest since then.

The month of October also registered as the warmest October since accurate readings began in 1861, said the agency, which is responsible for assembling data from meteorologists and climatologists worldwide. 

"This was a very warm year," said Michel Jarraud, the World Meteorological Organization secretary-general.

The report's release comes as environmental ministers from some 80 countries gathered in Buenos Aires for a United Nations conference on climate change, looking at ways to cut down on greenhouse gases that some say contribute heavily to Earth's warming.

This summer, heat waves in southern Europe pushed temperatures to near-record highs in southern Spain, Portugal and Romania, where thermostats peaked at 104 degrees while the rest of Europe sweltered through above-average temperatures.

Jarraud said the warming and increased storm activity could not be attributed to any particular cause, but was part of a global warming trend that was likely to continue.

Scientists have reported that temperatures across the globe rose an average of 1 degree over the past century with the rate of change since 1976 at roughly three times that over the past 100 years.

This year, the Caribbean had four hurricanes that reached Category 4 or 5 status - those capable of causing extreme and catastrophic damage. It was only the fourth time in recent history that so many were recorded. The hurricanes of 2004 caused more than $43 billion in damages in the Caribbean and the United States.

The worst damage was on Haiti, where as many as 1,900 people died from flooding and mudslides caused by Tropical Storm Jeanne in September.

Japan and the Philippines also saw increased extreme tropical weather, with deadly typhoons lashing both islands. Japan registered a record number of typhoons making landfall this year with 10, while back-to-back storms in the Philippines killed at least 740 people in the wettest year there since 2000, the U.N. agency said.

Statistics released at the climate change conference showed that natural disasters across the world in the first 10 months of the year cost the insurance industry just over $35 billion, up from $16 billion in 2003.

Munich Re, one of the world's biggest insurance companies, said the United States tallied the highest losses at more than $26 billion, while small developing nations such as the Caribbean islands of Grenada and Grand Cayman were also hit hard.

Other parts of the world also witnessed extreme weather, with droughts occurring in the western United States, parts of Africa, Afghanistan, Australia and India. Jarraud, of the U.N. weather agency, said the droughts were part of what appears to be a surge over the last decade.

The prolonged rising temperatures and deadly storms were matched by harsh winters in other regions.

Peru, Chile, and southern Argentina were all hit with severe cold and snow during June and July.

Jarraud said the high temperatures like those seen in parts of Europe this year were expected to inch up in the coming years.

Citing recent studies by European climatologists, Jarraud said heat waves in Europe "could over the next 50 years become four or five times as frequent as they are now."

GRAPHIC: AP Photos XNP102, 104; AP Graphic WARMEST YEAR
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Taipei Times

Kyoto benefits outweigh the costs

Thursday, Dec 16, 2004,Page 8 

The onslaught of the winter Typhoon Nanmadol made everyone forget the intense legislative election campaign, as early warning and disaster prevention mechanisms were initiated in the hope of minimizing damage. 

Although everyone agrees that "an ounce of prevention is better than a pound of cure," an oft forgotten principle is that making preparations even before the threat of a disaster has appeared is more important than strengthening preparations when a disaster is already approaching. 

Winter typhoons are extremely rare. Are they the result of climate changes, or are they natural disturbances in weather patterns? The scientific community is still unable to determine this. If recent phenomena are a part of these changes, we may be too late if we wait for scientists to propose a concrete solution before we act.

The Kyoto Protocol, aimed at restricting industrialized nations' greenhouse gas emissions, will take effect on Feb. 16 -- 90 days after the UN received Russian President Vladimir Putin's signature on the agreement. The convention on climate change affects societies, environments, economies and even national defense and diplomatic relations. Despite the effects this important convention will have on Taiwan's future development, the government has treated it as a low priority. 

	`When most countries participate in reductions, the drawbacks for individual countries will decrease, and there will be even fewer opportunities for a free lunch.'

	


After the Kyoto Protocol takes effect, international reductions and measures will be implemented. As Taiwan faces this "storm," the government should not simply choose to let things take their natural course.

Although scientists are still unable to clearly forecast the temporal and geographic extent of climate change, a majority agrees that if greenhouse gas emissions continue to increase, the climate will change, and it may become completely different from the current climate. Because we have no way of predicting the future, conservative hopes must not deviate too far from the current situation. 

Scientists estimate that global greenhouse gas emissions should be reduced by 60 percent or more to keep concentration levels below 25 percent. The current stage of the Kyoto Protocol only requires an average reduction of 5.2 percent by 2010.

The main argument of those opposing immediate reductions is a lack of scientific evidence. But what they are really worried about is the costs of such reductions. If we consider the situation using a time-frame of 100 years, however, the benefits to future generations, ecology and socio-economic activities in reducing or eliminating greenhouse gas emissions are certain to outweigh the costs, and that is why such reductions should, and must, be carried out. 

Doing this at an early stage will reduce the burden on future generations to carry out reductions, and that is why environmental activists unanimously demand immediate action. 

Some members of government and industrial leaders, however, have differing opinions when it comes to the questions of how much, when and how reductions should be implemented, as well as how long it will be before costs are returned, and whether implementation of reductions will affect competitiveness, thus handing advantages to adversaries. 

As a result of worries over future uncertainties and the possibility that the advantages of reductions will not appear immediately, little has actually been done.

Although there still is no conclusive scientific evidence that climate change will initiate an increase in adverse weather, 30 years of international insurance industry data show that losses caused by natural disasters have increased by between five and 10 times over the past 12 years. Even if we ignore the greenhouse effect, the government should be strict in its implementation of measures to minimize losses from natural disasters, just as it takes preventative action when a typhoon is nearing. 

Some examples of this would be to prohibit development and cultivation in disaster-prone areas, encourage indigenous peoples to move to safe areas, strengthen education in disaster prevention and how to avoid exposing oneself to danger, carrying out an overall review of existing land programs, and to use legal and policy incentives to encourage the public to participate in soil, water and resource conservation measures.

The soon-to-take-effect Kyoto Protocol makes a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions even more unavoidable. Although Taiwan is not a signatory of the protocol, it cannot remain aloof. Nor can it rely on taking advantage of the actions of other countries. 

The countries and industries of Europe and North America have on many occasions used international environmental treaties to set up trade barriers or prohibit environmentally unsafe products. These types of measures could seriously hurt an export-oriented economies like Taiwan. 

Furthermore, when the Kyoto Protocol was written, most people were aware that reduction targets fell well short of what scientists were suggesting. 

The hope, however, was that lower targets would attract the participation of more countries. The hope was also to use official measures to reduce questions regarding execution. In future, reduction targets will be expanded and the number of participating countries will increase. When most countries participate in reductions, the drawbacks for individual countries will decrease, and there will be even fewer opportunities for a free lunch.

Ninety-seven percent of Taiwan's energy is imported. Energy savings measures would not only decrease the use of foreign currency and a reliance on energy imports, it would also relieve the impact of fluctuations in international energy prices.

If many public institutions were to make small adjustments to their operations, many obvious results would follow, such as creating unambiguous and easily understood energy labels to allow consumers a choice, improving mass transportation and reducing energy needs and prioritizing the purchase of energy-saving products to point the way for manufacturing industries. 

In addition, reusable energies such as wind power, solar power and landfill gas could create a more diverse energy system, offer more room for individual choice, and strengthen overall security of the energy system. Benefits would of course not be limited to the commercial sector.

Crisis can be an opportunity. International environmental agreements are becoming increasingly strict, and the need for fossil fuels is growing rapidly. This has already forced global energy prices to increase and made energy-saving methods and new energies more competitive. 

The government should not only find ways of reducing losses from natural disasters, it should also promote energy-saving measures and develop reusable energy. It should also provide ample information to make the public understand the problems attached to a continued use of fossil fuels and allow industry enough time to prepare or even set up new industries. 

Only by properly preparing itself can Taiwan be confident in handling the ever-changing international situation. The relationship between environmental protection and economic development has changed from one of opposition to one of mutual influence and growth. This understanding is a crucial link as Taiwan develops into an advanced country.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

CBC News

2004 among hottest on record, part of warming trend that began in 1990 
KEVIN GRAY
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) - The year 2004, punctuated by four powerful hurricanes in the Caribbean and deadly typhoons lashing Asia, was the fourth-hottest year on record, extending a trend that has seen the 10 warmest years ever beginning in the 1990s, a UN weather agency said Wednesday. 

The World Meteorological Organization said it expects Earth's surface temperature to rise 0.4 degrees Celsius higher than the normal 14 degrees Celsius, adding 2004 to a recent warming trend that saw the hottest year registered in 1998 and the top three hottest since then. 

The month of October also registered as the warmest October ever since accurate readings were first started in 1861, said the agency, responsible for assembling data from meteorologists and climatologists worldwide. 

"This was a very warm year," said Michel Jarraud, the WMO secretary general. He noted that it was also marked by an unusual number of hurricanes and tropical storms that hit the Caribbean, the United States and Asia. 

The report's release comes as environmental ministers from some 80 countries gathered in Buenos Aires for a UN conference on climate change, looking at ways to cut down on greenhouse gases that some have blamed for Earth's warming. 

This summer, heat waves in southern Europe pushed temperatures to near-record highs in southern Spain, Portugal and Romania, where thermostats peaked at 40 degrees, while the rest of Europe sweltered through above-average temperatures. 

Jarraud said the warming and increased storm activity could not be attributed to any particular cause, but was part of a global warming trend that was likely to continue. 

Scientists have reported that global temperatures rose an average of 0.6 degrees over the past century with the rate of change since 1976 at roughly three times that over the past 100 years. 

This year, the hurricane season in the Caribbean spawned four hurricanes that reached Category 4 or 5 strength - capable of causing extreme and catastrophic damage. It was only the fourth time in recent history that so many strong storms were recorded. They caused more than $53 billion Cdn in damages. 

The stormy season in the Caribbean inflicted the most damage on Haiti, killing as many as 1,900 people from flooding and mudslides caused by tropical storm Jeanne in September. 

Japan and the Philippines also saw increased extreme tropical weather, with deadly typhoons hitting both islands. Japan registered a record number of typhoons making landfall this year with 10, while back-to-back storms in the Philippines killed at least 740 people in what was the wettest year since 2000, the UN agency said. 

UN environmental officials released new findings that 2004 also was the most expensive year for the insurance industry as a result of hurricanes, typhoons and other weather-related natural disasters. 

Statistics released at the climate change conference showed that natural disasters in the first 10 months of the year cost the insurance industry just over $43 billion, up from $19 billion in 2003. 

Munich Re, one of the world's biggest insurance companies, said the United States tallied the highest losses at more than $32 billion, while small developing nations such as the Caribbean islands of Grenada and Grand Cayman also were hit hard. 

Other parts of the world also saw extreme weather, with droughts hitting the western United States, parts of Africa, Afghanistan, Australia and India. Jarraud, of the UN weather agency, said the droughts were part of what appears to be a surge over the last decade. 

The prolonged rising temperatures and deadly storms were also matched by harsh winters in other regions. 

Peru, Chile, and southern Argentina all experienced severe cold and snow in June and July. 

Still, Jarraud said the high temperatures like those seen in parts of Europe this year were expected to inch up in the coming years. 

Citing recent studies by European climatologists, Jarraud said heat waves in Europe "could over the next 50 years become four or five times as frequent as they are now." 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press
2004 was 4th hottest year, U.N. agency says 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - The year 2004, punctuated by four powerful hurricanes in the Caribbean and deadly typhoons lashing Asia, was the fourth-hottest on record, extending a trend since 1990 that has registered the 10 warmest years, a U.N. weather agency said Wednesday. 

The current year was also the most expensive for the insurance industry in coping worldwide with hurricanes, typhoons and other weather-related natural disasters, according to new figures released by U.N. environmental officials. 

The release of the report by the World Meteorological Organization came as environmental ministers from some 80 countries gathered in Buenos Aires for a United Nations conference on climate change, looking at ways to cut down on greenhouse gases that some say contribute heavily to Earth's warming. 

	


Scientists say a sustained increase in temperature change is likely to continue disrupting the global climate, increasing the intensity of storms, potentially drying up farmlands and raising ocean levels, among other things. 

Michel Jarraud, the World Meteorological Organization secretary-general, said the warming and increased storm activity could not be attributed to any particular cause, but was part of a global warming trend that was likely to continue. 

Scientists have reported that temperatures across the globe rose an average of 1 degree over the past century with the rate of change since 1976 at roughly three times that over the past 100 years. 

The World Meteorological Organization said it expects Earth's average surface temperature to rise 0.8 degrees above the normal 57 degrees Fahrenheit in 2004, adding this year to a recent pattern that included the four warmest years on record, with the hottest being 1998. 

The month of October also registered as the warmest October since accurate readings began in 1861, said the agency, which is responsible for assembling data from meteorologists and climatologists worldwide. 

During the summer, heat waves in southern Europe pushed temperatures to near-record highs in southern Spain, Portugal and Romania, where thermostats peaked at 104 degrees while the rest of Europe sweltered through above-average temperatures. 

The extreme weather of 2004 extended to storms. 

The Caribbean had four hurricanes that reached Category 4 or 5 status - those capable of causing extreme and catastrophic damage. It was only the fourth time in recent history that so many were recorded. The hurricanes of 2004 caused more than $43 billion in damages in the Caribbean and the United States. 

The worst damage was on Haiti, where as many as 1,900 people died from flooding and mudslides caused by Tropical Storm Jeanne in September. 

Japan and the Philippines also saw increased extreme tropical weather, with deadly typhoons lashing both islands. Japan registered a record number of typhoons making landfall this year with 10, while back-to-back storms in the Philippines killed at least 740 people in the wettest year for the globe since 2000, the U.N. agency said. 

Other parts of the world also witnessed extreme weather, with droughts occurring in the western United States, parts of Africa, Afghanistan, Australia and India. Jarraud, of the U.N. weather agency, said the droughts were part of what appears to be a surge over the last decade. 

The prolonged rising temperatures and deadly storms were matched by harsh winters in other regions. 

Peru, Chile, and southern Argentina were all hit with severe cold and snow during June and July.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC
Is money fighting climate change well spent? 

	By Andrew Walker 
BBC economics correspondent in Buenos Aires 


The United Nations climate conference underway in Buenos Aires is the last such gathering of its kind before the Kyoto Protocol comes into force. 
The protocol requires countries that ratify it to make cuts in emissions of the gases that are thought to cause global warming. 

Although many developed countries are going ahead with this agreement, there is still a debate about whether it makes economic sense to tackle climate change vigorously now. 

Rising temperatures are expected to cause economic losses for many people; damage caused by more frequent severe weather, rising sea levels and lower crop yields in some places. 

High costs 
But curbing climate change also has costs for business, because the main method is to limit the use of fossil fuels to produce energy. 

Some argue that it makes no sense to incur these costs in the near term to avoid damage in the more distant future. 

Bjorn Lomborg, a Danish academic, recently brought together a group of leading economists to assess what major global problems should be tackled. 

Implementing the Kyoto Protocol to reduce rich countries' emissions came out badly in their assessment. 

"There are actually many other things where we can do an enormous amount of good for fairly little money, whereas Kyoto and other gains like that are going to be somewhere where we can do fairly little good at a very high cost," says Dr Lomborg. 

Why wait? 
One key reason for that conclusion was that the benefits of curbing emissions are in the relatively distant future, while the costs of implementing the Kyoto Protocol would come much sooner. 

But Richard Bradley, of the International Energy Agency, says there is a very good case for taking action soon. 

"These gases stay in the air for a hundred years and longer so if you put things off then you are taking the risk that you won't be able to reduce the effect," he says. 

"A choice to put CO2 in the air today is something we live with for a hundred years." 

He also argues that it is possible to make good progress in reducing emissions at moderate cost and adds that at least some of the rich countries' governments believe that the economic costs of climate change are already being felt. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Argentina scolds 'two-faced' rich 

	[image: image23.jpg]



Environmentalists are seeking tougher action on climate change


Argentine President Nestor Kirchner has accused rich nations of double standards in their policies on Third World debt and climate change. 
Mr Kirchner told the Buenos Aires conference on climate change it was unacceptable that poor countries were held to the terms of their debts. 
Meanwhile powerful nations had failed to fulfil their obligations to stop global warming, he said. 
Correspondents say Mr Kirchner's comments were aimed at the US. 
Washington has refused to adopt the Kyoto protocol and Mr Kirchner blames it for supporting the IMF's tough approach to Argentina's debts. 
In a separate development, Spain and Argentina announced at the conference that they would set up a joint centre in Patagonia to study the depletion of the ozone layer. 
Debt restructuring 
In a speech at the opening of the ministerial section of the conference, Mr Kirchner said it was "two-faced" to demand commitments on foreign debt from Third World countries while avoiding "the basic commitment to preserving life, seen in this convention and the Kyoto Protocol". 
	[image: image24.jpg]



The US says Kyoto could harm its industry


"We cannot accept that entire societies should be condemned to extinction simply because in another place in the world people will not agree to make the necessary effort," he said, according to the AFP news agency. 
Mr Kirchner's comments come barely a month before Argentina is due to launch what has been described as the largest and most complex debt restructuring in history. 
It is offering creditors around 40 cents in every dollar invested in Argentine bonds. 
Argentina currently has a debt of $102.6bn, and analysts say the success of the restructuring is vital if the country is to put its economic crisis behind it. 
Extra measures 
The BBC's Elliott Gotkine says that while for most people the crisis has little to do with climate change Mr Kirchner rarely misses an opportunity to bash the IMF. 
Delegates to the conference, the 10th annual UN session on climate change, are expected to debate the need for extra measures above and beyond the Kyoto agreement. 
The protocol, which will become a legally binding treaty in February, requires signatories to lower emissions of greenhouse gases to 1990 levels by 2012. 
But the US, the world's biggest economy and largest emitter, has refused to sign, claiming the accord will unfairly affect American industry. 
Around 6,000 people, including 150 government delegations and representatives of industry and environmental groups, have gathered for the conference. 
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UNEP- UN in the news

Argentina denounces negligence of climatic changes
Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - Argentinean President, Nestor Kirschner on Wednesday denounced developed countries of dragging their feet when it comes to financing adaptation mechanisms to climatic changes, while they are the world's leading polluters. Opening a ministerial session of the two-week United Conference on Climatic Changes in Buenos Aires, which ends Friday, Kirschner cautioned that if no serious remedial measures are taken, climatic changes will get worse "to the detriment of developing countries, which did not contribute much towards this phenomenon." "It is imperative to listen to listen to the demands of developing countries since the problems arising from climatic change are global in nature," Kirscher stated, adding that there was no plausible reasons why developed nations fail to respect their commitments, while the developing world continues to suffer from a problem they did not create." Earlier, in a message read on his behalf by Klaus Toepfer, the UNEP Executive Director, UN secretary general Kofi Annan urged the international community not to let the consequences of climatic changes undermine efforts being made everywhere to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Annan also appealed to signatory parties of the Kyoto Protocol to do everything to apply that convention's mechanisms to pave the way for the reduction of greenhouse gases in the world. "The world, must also look beyond the Kyoto Protocol, whose obligations of reducing greenhouse gases only end in 2012," he told the ministerial session. He encouraged the wider utilization of renewable energy in developed as well as developing nations. "It will be impossible to adapt to the negative consequences of these gases without adequately mitigating greenhouse gases," the UN secretary general said. Meanwhile, the executive secretary of the UN Convention Framework on Climatic Changes, Joke Waller-Hunter, observed ten years after its coming into force, it has been possible to verify the disruption predicted by the Inter-governmental Group on Climatic Changes (IGCC), such as droughts, floods, hurricanes and melting glaciers and others. The financing mechanism of the UN Framework Convention on Climatic Changes has disbursed some US$1.6billion to fund projects for adaptation to climatic changes, in addition to $7.4billion spent in co-financing during the past decade, she said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066365&dte=15/12/2004
NGO moves to clear mines for Angola's migrating elephants
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - An environmental conservation NGO, 'Roots of Peace' based in California, US has launched an ambitious project to clear deadly landmines from a wildlife sanctuary in southern Africa with a view to keeping migratory elephants out of harm, according to the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) release. The million-dollar project initially aims to clear mines laid during the Angolan civil war, so as to help restore an ancient elephant migration route linking Botswana with Zambia and Angola, the release said, adding that the initiative was part of a wider plan to create a vast trans-frontier conservation area, with support from the American and Swiss governments. "An estimated 120,000 elephants, whose numbers are growing at five per cent annually would be able to move north into Angola and Zambia if the mines were cleared," said the UNEP release. Angola, which suffered three decades of civil war is one of the most mined countries in the world with over 2,200 known sites harboring mines or unexploded ordnance. Dr John Hanks, a consultant with Conservation International which has submitted the project to Roots of Peace for funding, said the de-mining will allow elephants in Angola access to Zambia and back along ancient migration routes presently barred by the presence of the land mines. "If this option is not followed, Botswana is faced with the stark reality of shooting and killing up to 60,000 elephants over the next few years," he added. The project, which focuses initially on a 150-sq km area of the Luiana Partial Reserve in southeastern Angola was launched soon after the recent Nairobi Summit for a Mine-Free World where delegates reviewed progress in the seven year-old Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction. "Once completed it would be the largest continuous wilderness, wetland and wildlife area in southern Africa with significant tourism potential and revenue-raising prospects for local people," said Heidi Kuhn, Founder and President of Roots of Peace, which has a track record on raising funds for de-mining projects in Afghanistan, Cambodia, Croatia and Iraq. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066285&dte=15/12/2004
UN, partners launch natural disaster alerts web site
New York, US (PANA) - The United Nations and its partners Wednesday launched a new web site providing humanitarian early warning service to emergency agencies worldwide. The site will provide the latest forecasts and alerts on drought, floods, tropical storms, locust infestation, El Niño, earthquakes and volcanic activity. HEWSweb, conceived as the first global one-stop shop for early warning information, has dedicated pages for each of these natural hazards, including additional references and resources. In the near future, HEWSweb will also offer the opportunity to access and share information on socio-political crises. The site is the brainchild of UN humanitarian agencies and partners of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC), a body that fosters enhanced interagency collaboration on humanitarian policy and operations. The project is supported by partners including the FAO, World Food Programme, UN Children's Fund, UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UN Development Programme, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the World Health Organization. Others are the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and the International Committee of the Red Cross, as well as a consortium of international non-governmental organizations. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066337&dte=15/12/2004
General Environment News

Mauritanian parliament endorses Kyoto Protocol
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - The Mauritanian Parliament Wednesday passed a bill authorizing the government to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, official sources said in Nouakchott. Two other bills on Mauritania's endorsement of amended Montreal Protocol on the depletion of the Ozone-layer and ratification of the Rotterdam Convention against hazardous chemicals and pesticides in international trade, were also passed by the parliament. The Kyoto Protocol, already ratified by a majority of industrialized countries, except the US, is expected to enter into force 16 February 2005. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066389&dte=15/12/2004
Schalkwyk Calls for Reduction of Emissions

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk has called for global cooperation in reducing carbon emissions into the atmosphere while retaining economic growth. Speaking at the tenth Conference of the Parties (COP10) to the United Nations framework convention on climate change in Buenos Aires in Argentina today, Mr. Schalkwyk said climate change remained one of the most pressing challenges for both the developed and developing world. Therefore, a strong global cooperation was required to deal with it. He explained that climate change was now a priority in South Africa since the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in 2002. In September this year, Cabinet approved the Climate Change Response Strategy to protect the country from threats of climate change such as drought, desertification and coastal flooding. It has been projected that average temperatures in South Africa could rise between one and three percent and that rainfall in the country might be reduced by between five and ten percent. He said governments needed to respond to climate change through improved health programmes, better water resource management, disaster management and agricultural diversification. He added they also required an intensive research into renewable energy resources to reduce dependence on fossil fuels, more energy efficient transport, housing models, less consumptive agriculture and a real transfer of technology and skills from the developed to the developing countries. "We cannot change the way we generate and consume energy without simultaneously addressing the challenges of poverty and unemployment in our communities. What we are dealing with is not only an environmental issue, it is centrally an economic, social, and sustainable development issue," he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412150429.html
Commissioner Wants Effective Laws on Environment
Vanguard (Lagos): WORRIED by the widespread environmental crisis in the country especially in the Niger Delta, the Bayelsa State Commissioner for Information, Culture, Tourism and Strategy, Mr. Oronto Douglas has called for an overriding holistic environmental legislation in country. He told Vanguard that "the business of protecting the environment is the singular most important issue on which the doctrine of good governance must be anchored since it is the heart of the survival of all nations." He noted that in today's Nigeria, there exists no overall apex environmental legislative instrument where all other laws could draw inspiration and direction with the result that the oil bearing communities of the Niger Delta are exposed to the manipulation of the transnational corporations. "At the moment, there is chaos and a disturbing degree of confusion in the environmental governance system in the country as the sector is presently dominated by special interest forces, power play, misunderstanding of environmental protection regulation and misplaced economic and social priorities. The Commissioner blamed the spate of crises in the Niger Delta on the insensitivity of the Federal Government to the massive environmental onslaught unleashed on the people by the transnational corporations in the course of oil exploration and exploitation. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412150540.html
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UN or UNEP in the news


Insurers to pay record disaster damages in 2004

Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 16 December 2004(By HILARY BURKE) - BUENOS AIRES: Natural disasters will cost insurers a record $US35 billion ($NZ48.7 billion) this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and southeastern United States and a record 10 typhoons soaked Japan in events seen as linked to global warming, climate experts say.
"2004 will be the costliest year for the insurance industry worldwide, so it will be a new world record even if we adjust all previous years for inflation," said Thomas Loster, a climate expert at Munich Re, one of the world's biggest reinsurance companies. 
Overall destruction costs will surge as high as $US95 billion ($NZ132.3 billion) worldwide, Loster said during a news conference with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), citing a study based on the first ten months of the year. 

….Poor countries "do not have the chance to be on the safe side via insurance, they are directly confronted with these problems," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said on Wednesday.
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3130680a6026,00.html 
__________________________________________________________________
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UN and UNEP in the news

On COP Climate Change

IHT, 15 December :  U.S. faces legal fights on climate 

Buenos Aires - The Inuit, 155,000 seal-hunting peoples scattered around the Arctic, plan to seek a ruling from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights that the United States, by contributing substantially to global warming, is threatening their existence(…..)

The Inuit  have standing in the Organization of American States through Canada. Sheila Watt-Cloutier, the elected chairwoman of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, the quasi-governmental body recognized by the United Nations as representing the Inuit, said the biggest fear was not that warming   would kill individuals, but that it would be the final blow to a suffering culture.
http://www.iht.com/articles/2004/12/14/news/climate.html
Le Figaro, 15 décembre : Affrontement euro-américain sur l'avenir des négociations climatiques

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) - Union européenne et Américains continuaient mardi de s'affronter sur l'avenir des négociations climatiques à l'expiration du protocole de Kyoto en 2012, à la veille du volet ministériel de la conférence de Buenos Aires. 

Les Européens jugent indispensable d'impliquer les Etats-Unis et les grands pays émergents comme la Chine et l'Inde dans un nouvel accord sur la réduction des gaz à effet de serre qui prendrait le relais en 2013 du protocole de Kyoto.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041214174621.ttanu2bt.html
Le Figaro, 14 décembre : L'impact du changement climatique sur la faune et la flore serait sous-estimé

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) - L'impact des changements climatiques sur la faune et la flore de la planète est largement sous-estimé, a affirmé mardi le Fonds mondial de la nature (WWF) dans un rapport présenté à Buenos Aires en marge de la conférence des Nations unies sur le climat.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041214172146.shdmgvph.html
On CITES

Le Figaro, 15 décembre : Kenya: 17 défenses d'éléphant saisies depuis début novembre

NAIROBI (AFP) - Les gardes du Service de la faune du Kenya (Kenya Wildlife Service, KWS) ont saisi 17 défenses d'éléphant dans l'ouest du pays depuis le début de novembre, a-t-on appris mardi auprès de cette organisation para-gouvernementale.

Une initiative du Kenya visant à obtenir un moratoire de 20 ans pour le commerce de l'ivoire a échoué en octobre dernier lors d'une réunion de la Convention sur le commerce international des espèces menacées de faune et de flore sauvages (CITES) à Bangkok.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041214111303.34wzgswp.html
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In the headlines:

• Annan intends to increase number of staff in Iraq, orders security review

• Security Council endorses Annan report on murder of Kuwaitis by Saddam Hussein's regime

• UN suspends relief operations in part of Darfur due to continuing fighting

• US Senator Leahy lends support to Annan, says wait for results of UN Oil-for-Food probe

• Sierra Leone raises revenues from mining but unemployment also rises, UN says

• UN troops in DR of Congo exchange fire with persons coming from Rwanda

• Noting Middle East tensions, Security Council renews mandate of UN observer force

• Annan meets Eastern European delegations on UN reform and world threats

• World Court says it has no jurisdiction in Serbia and Montenegro case against NATO members

• With diseases looming, UN launches flash appeal for Philippines flood victims

• UN climate conference hears call to action to avoid plagues of global warming

• WHO launches centre for virtual information exchange to head off pandemics
For information media -not an official record

Annan intends to increase number of staff in Iraq, orders

security review

15 December - Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced today that he intends to increase the number of

United Nations staff in Iraq, which he cut back after last year's terrorist bombing of UN headquarters in

Baghdad, and has ordered a review of security conditions in the violence-wracked country in order to move as

soon as practicable.

In a statement from his spokesman he referred to Security Council resolution 1546 of June this year, which

calls on the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) to play a "leading role" in assisting in national

elections, scheduled for 30 January, as well as in developing civil and social services and in reconstruction.

"Stressing the high importance he attaches to the provision of essential security protection for the staff concerned, he has given instructions that the first steps be taken to assess the security conditions to establish UNAMI presence in Basra and in Erbil as soon as practicable," the statement said.

Both towns, the first in the south and the second in the north, are far from the central zone of Iraq, which has seen months of the fiercest insurgency against United States-led forces since they invaded in March last year to oust President Saddam Hussein.

The statement gave no indication of the size of the intended increase, but spokesman Fred Eckhard estimated that the current number of international personnel, now in the region of 59, would rise to about 200, including a contingent of Fijian troops deployed to protect them.

In reply to questions, Mr. Eckhard said the UN hoped to bring the number of electoral personnel up to 29.

Mr. Annan withdrew most of the 650 international staff in Iraq after a terrorist attack on UN headquarters in Baghdad in August 2003 killed 22 people, including top envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello, and he has repeatedly stressed that staff security is of paramount concern in deciding on any large-scale return.

Hundreds of local personnel, meanwhile, have been helping to carry out the UN's multiple relief operations, while much of the mission's command structure was moved to Amman in neighbouring Jordan.

Security Council endorses Annan report on murder of Kuwaitis by Saddam Hussein's regime

15 December - The United Nations Security Council today "strongly condemned" the execution by Saddam

Hussein's regime of Kuwaitis and third-party nationals who went missing in Iraq after the 1990 invasion of

their country and the subsequent Persian Gulf War.

The 15-member body agreed that "those responsible for these horrendous crimes should be brought to

justice," the Council President for December, Algerian Ambassador Abdallah Baali, said in a statement to

the press following a briefing from Yuli Vorontsov, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's High-Level

Coordinator on the issue. The Council also expressed continuing concern for the plight of the families of missing persons whose whereabouts are still unknown.

In his latest report, the subject of today's briefing, Mr. Annan noted that 346 bodies out of the 605 missing people had so far found, of which 209 had been identified. "It is apparent now that they had been executed," he said. "The perpetrators of these horrendous crimes should be brought to justice."

The Council welcomed the recent statement by the Iraqi Minister for Human Rights, Bahtiar Amin, reaffirming his country's commitment to "work together with all parties concerned in clarifying the fate of all missing persons, regardless of their nationality."

It also welcomed the recent return of Kuwaiti property and voiced the hope that the Iraqi Interim Government would continue with this "constructive approach" that would lead to the return of all remaining Kuwaiti property as soon as possible.

Finally, it welcomed Iraq's invitation to Mr. Vorontsov to visit the country in order to advance his work.

UN suspends relief operations in part of Darfur due to

continuing fighting

15 December - The United Nations has suspended relief operations in a southern sector of Sudan’s

strife-torn Darfur region because of continued fighting and a reported build up of rival armed groups

that has raised serious concerns in the humanitarian community.

The UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) said the fighting affected areas around Nyala in South

Darfur State, and it cited reports from humanitarian agencies that Arab militias had entered sections of

Kalma camp two days ago, randomly shooting into the air and looting personal items from some huts

and livestock belonging to some new arrivals.

A helicopter patrol of the African Union (AU) ceasefire monitoring operation reported sighting two villages totally burned down.

The Mission reported that the situation remained tense and unpredictable in all three provinces of Darfur, a region the size of France, in a conflict which the UN has called the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Some 1.65 million people have been displaced by the conflict, in which Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources. In North Darfur a passenger bus was looted by armed people in military uniform on camel back and there are also unconfirmed reports of movements of tribal militia west of Tawila. Reports also indicate that some 20 villages were abandoned during recent fighting between Government forces and the rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA).

In West Darfur an unidentified gunman shot at a police patrol team in El Geneina town. The police returned fire and nobody was injured.

Talks aimed at ending the conflict have resumed in Abuja, Nigeria, with the participation of the Government and both rebel groups, the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A). AU mediators proposed convening tomorrow a meeting of the Joint Ceasefire Commission established under a ceasefire accord reached in April.

On Sudan’s other major conflict, in the south, where the Government and rebels are negotiating to reach a final accord by 31 December, the UN Mission reported that 420,000 displaced persons and 130,000 refugees have returned home so far this year, encouraged by the relative calm and promising prospects for a comprehensive peace.

US Senator Leahy lends support to Annan, says wait for results of UN Oil-for-Food probe

15 December - Sen. Patrick Leahy today became the latest member of the United States Congress to lend his support to Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who has been buffeted by calls for his resignation in the wake of various allegations of relating to the administration of the UN Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq.

Speaking to reporters after a meeting with Mr. Annan at UN Headquarters in New York on a range of issues, Senator Leahy said it would be wise to wait for the results of an investigation led by former Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker into the humanitarian operation before making any judgements about the Secretary-General or the United Nations itself.

"I used to be a prosecutor and I used to tell people to wait until the investigation is over," he said. "I have a lot of confidence in Paul Volcker; I think a lot of people in this country do - both Republicans and Democrats. I don't think you're going to find Mr. Volcker doing a report that skirts the issues or sugarcoats anything.

"I would kind of like to see what happens there instead of doing as some have, trying to pre-determine what that's going to be in their legislative actions."

Asked for his reaction to calls from various quarters for Mr. Annan's resignation, the Senator from Vermont noted that both President Bush and the US Ambassador to the UN, John Danforth, recently expressed their support for the Secretary- General.

He added: "I've talked with not only the Secretary of State but the incoming Secretary of State about this. I know that they support the Secretary-General. I do too."

Senator Leahy also stressed the important role of the UN in furthering US interests. "With all it's imperfections, the UN is a lot better than not having the UN, and the United States, with all the concerns it may have about various actions of the UN, is a lot better off being an active member of the UN than not being," he said. "You always have people who take shots at the UN, some of it legitimate. But I think we ought to take a deep breath. This is

not a time to make a political football out of the UN. We need them in the Sudan, we need them throughout parts of Africa, we need them in a lot of peacekeeping areas," he added.

Sierra Leone raises revenues from mining but unemployment

also rises, UN says
15 December - Diamond exporting revenues have risen about 60 per cent in post-conflict Sierra Leone,

but youth unemployment is also rising, creating social tensions as the United Nations peacekeeping

mission prepares to leave, a report to the Security Council from Secretary-General Kofi Annan says.

The recent upheavals in Côte d'Ivoire have also generated a flow of refugees into the neighbouring

countries which threatens regional stability despite efforts to stabilize Liberia, the 24th report on the UN

Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) says.

In Sierra Leone, which came in last in this year's UN Development Programme (UNDP) survey of 177 countries on life span, education and standard of living, Government revenues rose as the Government cracked down on smuggling. "By the end of October, revenues from official diamond exports had reached $120 million, compared to $71 million during the same period in 2003," the report says.

As UNAMSIL prepares to end its mandate in the country by February 2005, a peer review visit to the mineral-rich country, scheduled for early in the year, will look at its adherence to the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, a process that authenticates rough diamonds for legal export, the report says.

Meanwhile, UNAMSIL and UNDP recently organized a training programme for Sierra Leonean experts in geological information systems and data collection to help the Government in its efforts to establish a nationwide public survey of land, it says.

"Despite the stable security environment, the socio-economic situation in the country has continued to be very difficult, including rising youth unemployment and the (upwardly) spiralling prices of basic commodities, causing tensions among the population," the report says.

The lack of improvement in the living conditions of the majority of the population and the resulting negative impact on the prospects for national recovery cause serious concern, the report says, but it adds that the Government and its partners have been preparing a poverty reduction strategy paper.

UN troops in DR of Congo exchange fire with persons coming

from Rwanda

15 December - Unidentified people aboard three dug-out canoes coming from Rwanda opened fire on

United Nations peacekeeping forces in Bukavu in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)

early today, but were forced to turn back when the UN troops returned fire, the UN mission said.

The troops were deployed not far from the frontier post called Ruzizi1, on the River Ruzizi, near Bukavu,

a university town in the Ruzizi Valley and between lakes Kivu and Tanganyika.

The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) said it sent a team of military observers to Rwanda to make enquiries. Rwanda has said that despite its recent threats, it has sent no troops into the DRC to disarm Hutu rebels accused of carrying out the 1994 genocide which killed up to 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus.

MONUC has found evidence indicating the presence of organized armed forces in the eastern DRC within the month, but says it has been unable to identify them.

Noting Middle East tensions, Security Council renews mandate of UN observer force

15 December - Noting that the latest report on the Middle East referred to continuing tensions, the

Security Council today unanimously renewed the mandate of United Nations observers in the Golan

Heights monitoring the ceasefire between Israel and Syria for another six months, until the end of next

June.

As it has done in other renewals during the past 30 years of the UN Disengagement Observer Force

(UNDOF), the Council called on the two parties to implement its resolution of 22 October 1973, which

urges them to negotiate “a just and durable peace in the Middle East.”

“Under the prevailing circumstances I consider the continued presence of UNDOF in the area to be essential,” UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in his report earlier this month.

UNDOF was established in May 1974. Last month it had 1,039 troops from Austria, Canada, Japan, Nepal, Poland and Slovakia and was assisted by 77 military observers from the UN Troop Supervision Organization (UNTSO). In addition to its mandated monitoring functions, it has helped pilgrims and students cross the region. The new mandate would expire next 30 June, by which time the Secretary-General would have submitted an updated report on developments.
Annan meets Eastern European delegations on UN reform and

world threats

15 December - Finalizing the first round of discussions on reforming the United Nations, Secretary-General

Kofi Annan today met Eastern European delegates to discuss more than 100 recommendations from a blueribbon group that he empanelled to recommend ways of making the 191-member body more flexible in

handling existing and emerging threats.

The report of the 16-member High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, drafted by prominent

politicians, diplomats and development experts, has recommended 101 policy and institutional changes to deal with such worldwide problems as the HIV/AIDS pandemic, nuclear proliferation, genocide and terrorism.

Mr. Annan has held meetings this week with representatives from the other regional groups at the United Nations and has said he will use the panel's report and the delegates' discussions to help him draft the report he is due to submit to the General Assembly next March on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration and its eight goals (MDGs).

Both report and discussions will also figure in the General Assembly review of the document during the GA's 60th anniversary observances in September 2005.

The MDGs summarize a pledge made at a UN summit in 2000 to halve extreme poverty and its attendant ills by 2015. The six areas the High-level Panel identified as being the greatest threats to global security in the 21st century were continued poverty and environmental degradation, terrorism, civil war, conflict between states, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), and organized crime.

Mr. Annan previously met with the regional blocs from Africa, Asia, Western Europe and other States, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

World Court says it has no jurisdiction in Serbia and

Montenegro case against NATO members

15 December - The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled today that it has no jurisdiction in lawsuits filed

by Serbia and Montenegro, then the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, against 10 NATO members for their

bombing of Kosovo in 1999 during the province's inter-ethnic conflict.

The dispute included complaints that the countries violated their international obligations banning the use of

force against another state, violation of the sovereignty of another state, "the physical destruction of a

national group," the use of prohibited weapons, as well as their obligation in wartime to protect the civilian population, the environment and human rights.

After the case was filed in April 1999, the ICJ - the United Nations' top legal body - removed Spain and the United States "for manifest lack of jurisdiction" in June of that year. The remaining countries were Belgium, Canada, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal and the United Kingdom.

The question of whether the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia was a State party to the Court as a successor in the United Nations to the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY), was key, the ruling said. The court concluded that FRY

joined the world body in November 2000 and Serbia and Montenegro, as successor to FRY, not SFRY, also became a member at that time - only after the lawsuits were filed.

"The court unanimously finds that it has no jurisdiction to entertain the claims filed by Serbia and Montenegro on 29 April 1999."

The court recalled that irrespective of whether it has jurisdiction over a dispute, the parties "remain in all cases responsible for acts attributable to them that violate the rights of other States."

With diseases looming, UN launches flash appeal for Philippines

flood victims

15 December - With communicable diseases including malaria and diarrhoea threatening the lives

of 3.6 million victims of recent storms and landslides in the Philippines, the United Nations today

launched a $6.4 million flash appeal to meet the emergency needs of the most vulnerable for the

next three months.

“Emergency rehabilitation activities require immediate support in order to restore provision of lifesustaining

services,” the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said of

the appeal launched in Manila, the Philippines’ capital.

Continued delivery of relief supplies is crucial for those areas still isolated by the landslides and flash floods caused by four consecutive typhoons and tropical storms in the past month which left 1,060 people dead, 1,023 injured, 559 missing in the northeast – and 880,000 displaced.

Priority items are food, potable water, paediatric medicines, sanitation and shelter material. Repair of damaged and destroyed bridges and roads as well as the restoration of electricity would speed the delivery of relief goods and facilitate local recovery, OCHA said. As the majority of the items requested are available in the country, donors are asked to respond with cash contributions.

“The disruption of access to safe drinking water and the breakdown of waste management represent a major threat to health, and the risk of outbreaks of water-borne diseases is looming,” OCHA added.

The UN World Health Organization (WHO) said diarrhoeal diseases and upper respiratory infections required urgent attention. There is also an increased risk of an outbreak of malaria, as it is endemic in the country and standing water increases the likelihood of an outbreak of vector- and water-borne diseases.

“This has been a terrible tragedy, and its impact is felt even more in this period just before the holidays,” said the agency’s country representative, Jean-Marc Olivé. “The priority now, from WHO’s perspective, is to safeguard the health of survivors and to rehabilitate public health services. This task will demand considerable funds and great commitment from all involved.”

UN agencies involved in the appeal include the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), WHO, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT).

UN climate conference hears call to action to avoid plagues of global warming

15 December - With 2004 set to become the costliest natural catastrophe year even for the insurance industry, a United Nations climate convention opened its 10th anniversary high-level meeting today with warnings that much more needs to be done to avert a veritable biblical list of plagues arising from global warming caused by human action. Figures released at the 10th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, showed that for the first 10 months of this year hurricanes, typhoons and other weather-related natural disasters cost the insurance industry just over $35 billion, up from $16 billion in 2003.

Economic losses, the majority of which were not insured, will also have cost the planet and its people dearly, with preliminary figures for January to October putting them among the highest on record - so far totalling about $90 billion, up from over $65 billion in 2003. The average annual loss over of the last 10 years has been $70 billion.

"Worrying signals continue to reach us about the impacts and risks of climate change," Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the meeting in a message delivered by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has already showed us that the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events may increase," he added.

"As we mark the 10th anniversary of the Convention's entry into force, we can say with a sense of achievement that our 'child,' so to speak, is growing up. But much more needs to be done as it comes of age, so that we can feel confident that the problem is being adequately addressed."

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Joke Waller-Hunter noted that the past 10 years had seen a strengthening of the science on climate change not least through the IPCC efforts. "We increasingly witness the possible impacts of climate change identified by the IPCC: droughts, floods, hurricanes and the melting of icecaps and glaciers in various regions of the globe,"he added.

"We can look back with some pride," he declared, giving "a rather positive balance sheet" of actions taken by

intergovernmental, national and private sector bodies, especially with the Kyoto Protocol against global warming. "But can we look forward with hope? Despite our efforts, concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere keep on rising, at an ever-increasing pace.

"Ten years of action on a problem with a time horizon of decades, if not centuries, can only be a first step. Planning the next steps is in order, if we want investment decisions to respond to the challenges posed by the ultimate objective of the Convention."

Mr. Annan also referred to the Kyoto Protocol, saying that "much attention is now justifiably turned" toward the entry into force in February 2005 of the pact, under which industrialized countries are to reduc e their combined emissions of six major so-called greenhouse gases during the five-year period from 2008 to 2012 to below-1990 levels.

But, he added, "I urge you also to look ahead, beyond the Protocol, which takes us only to the year 2012. The longer-term challenge is to promote the use of low-carbon energy sources, low-greenhouse-gas technologies and renewable energy sources. In developed and developing countries alike, we need development strategies that are more climate-friendly." The Kyoto Protocol becomes legally binding on its 128 parties on 16 February following Russia's ratification last month, but the United States, which produces more global warming emissions than any other country, is not a party since President

George W. Bush withdrew support for it in 2001. Among the hardest-hit countries in 2004 have been many small, developing countries, with the hurricane-ravaged islands of Grenada and Grand Cayman in the Caribbean underlining the impact on fragile economies.

Mr. Toepfer noted that in many developing countries, the impact of high winds and torrential rains is aggravated by a variety of factors ranging from the clearing of forests making land slides more likely to a lack of enforcement of building codes. "Reducing vulnerability and helping poorer nations cope with the ravages of climate change is vital," he said.

WHO launches centre for virtual information exchange to head

off pandemics

15 December - After months of testing, the United National public health agency today opened an emergency

response centre to head off illnesses that verge on becoming pandemic - such as bird flu and SARS – anywhere in the world in 48 hours.

"In an epidemic crisis particularly, rapid, coordinated communication between WHO Member States and

headquarters here and the region is vital," the World Health Organization's Dr. Michael J. Ryan told a news

conference in Geneva to launch the facility.

"In SARS, that sort of transparent, regular communication was vital in the fight against that disease. Beyond that, the need to be able to bring together scientists from all over the world, rapidly, in a virtual network, either through audio-visual or

computer links, provides us with an ability to get the best minds in the world working on a public health problem immediately."

The $5 million room, which opened in August for testing, could quickly be redesigned and reshaped for different emergency uses. It has been equipped with dial-up, audio-visual conferencing in three areas, which can operate independently of cuts in electricity, breakdown in telephone service, or other communication problems at WHO, he said. "We don't need to get people together physically," Dr. Ryan said. "We can leave lab people working in their labs on the diagnostics. We can leave clinicians working on the frontlines in the hospitals, but we can bring them together virtually to exchange information rapidly during a crisis."

For the last three days experts had been working on the Global Influenza Programme, but the centre's 35 staff could work against the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, Ebola, measles or meningitis by mounting "a targeted public health response anywhere in the world in 24 to 48 hours," whenever countries requested help, he said. As an example, he showed how the facility could assess the number of vaccine doses against meningitis needed in any of 14 affected West African countries, so as not to ship out the wrong amounts.

UN puts latest natural disaster alerts at the click of a mouse

15 December - Emergency agencies around the world can now get the latest forecasts and alerts on drought, floods, tropical storms, locust infestation, El Niño, earthquakes and volcanic activity under a new humanitarian early warning service launched today by the United Nations and its partners.

HEWSweb, conceived as the first global one-stop shop for early warning information, has dedicated pages for each of these natural hazards, including additional references and resources. In the near future, HEWSweb will also offer the opportunity to access and share information on socio-political crises.

“The HEWSweb service responds to the exceptional challenges now facing the UN and the humanitarian community in monitoring and anticipating crisis situations, which are increasingly greater in number, intensity and complexity,” the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said. “Hence the corresponding need for effective early warning systems and for early planning and preparedness.”

The site, whose homepage displays a “natural hazard map” of the world with the various risks facing specific countries and regions, is the brainchild of UN humanitarian agencies and partners of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC), a body that fosters enhanced interagency collaboration on humanitarian policy and operations. It brings together and rationalizes under one platform the vast amount of information now available on the Internet from multiple specialized institutions.

The project is supported by a variety of partners including the FAO, the UN World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the World Health Organization (WHO).Other partners include the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), as well as a consortium of international non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

UN rights group calls for official Nepalese action to stop forced

disappearances

15 December - A United Nations working group has called on the Government of Nepal to honour its international human rights obligations in order to stop the forced disappearances of suspects in its war with Maoist rebels, including a total ban on incommunicado detention and full protection for human rights workers. Although the group’s mandate is restricted to the obligations of state authorities, it also called on the Maoists to respect human rights. The restriction “in no way reduces the urgent need for the Maoists to respect international humanitarian law obligations and the physical integrity of their fellow citizens to reduce their suffering,” it said yesterday at the end of a nineday visit to the Himalayan kingdom.

The Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Stephen J. Toope, thanked the Nepalese authorities for their full cooperation in assuring that all meetings requested were held, and that all discussions took place in an open and constructive manner. The Group met with state officials, ranging from the king and prime minister to army commanders, police and judicial officers, as well as with representatives of local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from across the country. In a statement, Mr. Toope said some of the issues of most serious concern were the lack of legal protections for people detained on suspicion of being Maoists or having information about the Maoists. Despite national provisions and international obligations, fundamental norms of human rights are reportedly widely violated, he added. Reports of so-called “preventative detention” by plainclothes security forces, and subsequent detention in army barracks, often with no legal order for detention, and no access to a judge, lawyer or family, came from all parts of the country, he

said. Torture and abuse of the detainees was also widely reported and concerns were repeatedly raised over impunity for human rights abuses by the security forces.

Human rights defenders are also widely reported to be under constant threat for their work on disappearances, in particular in the regions outside of Kathmandu, the capital. One human rights defender who works on disappearances reported having

an Army official come to his office and point a gun at his head, Mr. Toope said.

The Group called for enforcement of a complete ban on incommunicado detention in army barracks, protection of human rights defenders from persecution for their work and unhindered access for the National Human Rights Commission to all places of detention, without prior notification or permission.

________________________________________________________________________________________

15 December 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
The lead item for today that just was given to me on Iraq is a statement attributable to the Spokesman:
“The Secretary-General intends to proceed with further expansion of the UNAMI presence in Iraq, in implementation of the mandate given to him by the Security Council in resolution 1546 (2004).  Stressing the high importance he attaches to the provision of essential security protection for the staff concerned, he has given instructions that the first steps be taken to assess the security conditions to establish UNAMI presence in Basra and in Erbil as soon as practicable.”
**Sudan
The UN mission in Sudan reports that fighting is continuing in areas around Nyala in South Darfur.

The reported build-up of rival armed groups in these areas have raised serious concerns in the humanitarian community.  UN operations and movements have been suspended in these areas due to insecurity.

Humanitarian agencies report that militias had entered some sections of Kalma camp on the evening of 13 December, randomly shooting into the air, and looted personal items from some huts and livestock belonging to some new arrivals.  We have the weekly briefing notes from Khartoum upstairs, if you want more information.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations today on the UN Mission in Sierra Leone and on the issue of the return by Iraq of Kuwaiti property and repatriation of missing Kuwaitis and third-country nationals.

Following consultations, the Council has scheduled a meeting to adopt a resolution to extend the mandate of the UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in the Golan Heights.

And for the record, at the end of a day-long meeting on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, the Council, in a presidential statement, condemned all acts of violence against civilians in armed conflict, particularly the use of media to incite hatred and violence.  It urged all parties to armed conflict, including non-State parties, to put an end to such practices.

**Sierra Leone
Out on the racks today are copies of the latest report of the Secretary-General on the UN mission in Sierra Leone, which is being discussed by Security Council members this morning.  Noting that the mission is continuing its drawdown as planned, the Secretary-General says that, by the end of December, the troop’s strength is expected to be reduced to some 4,000.

He commends the Government of Sierra Leone for its efforts to enhance the control of diamond mining, which has resulted in a considerable increase in revenues from official diamond exports.

He notes, however, that the recent disturbances in Côte d’Ivoire have created a ripple effect in the region, especially with regard to the influx of Ivorian refugees on the overstretched facilities in neighboring countries.  He warns that if the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire persists, the stability of the whole subregion, including Sierra Leone, could be seriously jeopardized.

**DR Congo
UN peacekeepers in the town of Bukavu, which is in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, have repulsed an attempt by unidentified armed men to cross into the DRC from Rwanda in three dug-out canoes.  The UN Mission in the DRC says the peacekeepers were fired upon by a dozen occupants of the canoes, and they returned fire, which caused the canoes to turn back.  Bukavu is located near the narrow strait where the lakes Kivu and Tanganyika meet, with Rwanda on the other side of the water.

Meanwhile, regarding reports of renewed fighting in the locality of Kanyabayonga, in the eastern province of North Kivu, the Mission says there’s no proof that it involves Rwandan troops –- and believes the fighting is between factions of the Congolese national army.  As I mentioned yesterday, the Mission has sent a military team to Kanyabayonga to investigate what’s happening there, and that team reached the area today at around 2 p.m. local time.

**High-level Panel
This afternoon, the Secretary-General will complete his initial discussions with Member States of the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.  He will meet the group of Eastern European states, having met over the past two days with the groups representing African, Asian, Latin American, Western European and other states.

**Philippines
Today the UN launched a Flash Appeal to help those hit by the recent typhoons and tropical storms in the Philippines.  The Flash Appeal seeks $6.4 million and covers the period from mid-December 2004 through mid-March 2005.  And we have a press release with more information on that in my office.

**SG Message –- Climate Change
We must not allow the consequences of climate change to undermine our work in achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  That statement is part of the Secretary-General’s message to the Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, which is currently meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The Secretary-General adds that Parties must look beyond the Kyoto Protocol, since it takes them only to the year 2012, and that the longer-term challenge is to promote the use of low-carbon and renewable energy sources, as well as low-greenhouse-gas technologies.  We have the full statement available upstairs.

**New Early Warning Web Site
UN humanitarian agencies and partners today launched a new early warning service web site.  Designed to enhance humanitarian preparedness, the site displays the latest forecasts, reports and alerts on drought, floods, tropical storms, locust infestation, El Niño, earthquakes and volcanic activity.  You can visit it at:  www.hewsweb.org.  And we also have a press release on that with more information.

That’s all I have for you.

Okay, we’ll take you in from front to back.  Evelyn?

Questions and Answers
Question:  How many people does that involve in Basra and Erbil?

Spokesman:  I don’t have specific numbers.  I am not even sure I would give them.  We may have some more information before the afternoon is over.

Question:  And when will that happen?

Spokesman:  Again, I believe that there are just the essential planning missions going to these areas now, and I don’t know that we are able to say today when we would actually establish the presence there.

Question:  So, just to clarify, you’re saying now that this is a security assessment that’s being done for these two areas first?  When you say planning mission, what exactly will be done?

Spokesman:  I assume that what we’re doing is looking at and assessing sites where we would house our people and where they would work.

Question:  So, does that mean after the decision that will be made, you will increase the number of international personnel in Iraq?

Spokesman:  Say it again.

Question:  Having made the decision to increase the number of people in Iraq... (Interrupted).

Spokesman:  The details of this have to be worked out.  The current ceiling of 59 is not adequate for what we want to do.  We’ve been talking to you for some time about the introduction of security elements from Fiji, which would bump that number up to something closer to 200 once they’re deployed.  They’re already in the process of being deployed.  So, I am not prepared to say today that there is a new upper limit.  But clearly, we’re in a process of increasing our presence.

Question:  Does this mean that the UN has gotten the security guarantees, assurances, that it was looking for?  And who will ensure, primarily, the security of these forces, of these employees, rather?

Spokesman:  All along we’ve been saying that, apart from the close protection unit being provided by Fiji, the other levels of security provided to our people would be integrated into the multinational force, although they would function as a unit specially mandated to protect UN personnel.  So, it’s the multinational force that we’re depending on for our security.  Edie?

Question:  Fred, does this mean that the goal would be to have these 200 people there at least, perhaps by the end of December, or certainly early mid-January, ahead of the elections? 

Spokesman:  I can’t say specifically, I don’t have guidance on that point.  I am hoping to get a little bit more information later today.

Question:  Are you able to clarify, to follow up, what generally these extra people would be doing?  Are these (inaudible) people geared towards election support or are there other political functions or humanitarian functions?

Spokesman:  Well, the bulk of the 200 would be the Fijian close protection.

I think that the number of electoral personnel that we hope to get up to remains something like 25.  And we continue to be working with election officers and experts provided by other nations that go in under those nations’ authority, but work closely with us. 

Yes, Laura?

Question:  Fred, I know you’ve said in the past that you don’t know exactly what’s going on, but, Basra and Erbil, are they going to be divided evenly, the number of staff there, or is it going to be, are you going to...?

Spokesman:  I don’t know that.  I would assume that there would be approximately the same number in both those locations.  But I don’t know for a fact.  Massoud?

Question:  Yes, this formula, the procedures in the Security Council –- is it that some of the Mission’s officials seconded by the UN as their personnel, is that also being discussed at all... (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  Say it again.  What are you talking about?

Question:  Officials who are representing various missions and embassies over there... 

Spokesman:  Yeah.

Question:  ...and if they’re willing to help the UN should it be accepted by the United Nations...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  You’re talking about the electoral officers.  Yes, we’ve said that there are already electoral experts from the U.K. and elsewhere that we’re working with.  Yes?

Question:  What’s the status of, more specifically, the deployment of the Fijian troops?  And also, what’s the status of UN talks with Romania and Georgia on their contribution?

Spokesman:  The Fijians are completing a training exercise and are in the process of being deployed.  And we will announce when they are in place and assuming, formally assuming their responsibility for close protection, which is currently being provided by the multinational force.  The rest of your question was what?

Question:  First of all, is there a schedule for their full deployment?

Spokesman:  It’s very close and we’ll be announcing it soon.

Question:  And the second questions was, any talks on the status of Romania and Georgia, on them providing their own contribution to the protection?

Spokesman:  That’s the so-called middle ring.  The recruitment of those people is being done by the multinational force, with our involvement.  But I have nothing to tell you about the status of their recruitment at this time.  Peter?

Question:  Technically, how long does it take for these security assessments?  How soon might we hear that a decision has been made?

Spokesman:  I can’t predict for you.  It’s usually a matter of days.  David?

Question:  Just a question.  Earlier this week, Special Representative Qazi mentioned this, that there was an argument for expanding.  But he also said that the UN has to be cautious because places that look tame and look quiet, are deceivingly dangerous to the United Nations.  I wonder practically how is this announcement today any different from what he announced in the Security Council meeting the other day?  Is this a concrete decision to move forward with this? It sounded like the last earlier leak.  He was also saying the conditions were secure.

Spokesman:  This is a formal statement that starts, the Secretary-General intends to proceed with further expansion of the UN mission.  So, it’s a declaration of intent.

Question:  And if I could just follow up.  The Secretary-General is going to Washington tonight to meet with... folks tomorrow.  To what extent should we understand this announcement to be within the context of his trip to Washington?  Some sort of sweetener, if you will, when he meets with folks in Washington tomorrow?

Spokesman:  You don’t expect me to answer that question, do you David?  I mean, come on.

(Laughter)

Spokesman:  Liz?

Question:  There are more reports coming out from Congressional investigators on ties between Kojo Annan and the UN.  They’re coming up with documents that show phone records.  That there were many phone calls made between Kojo Annan and the UN, hotel bills that show Kojo Annan staying as “K. Annan, United Nations” at a South Africa hotel.  Other documents that seem to show links.  So, are there any comments or thoughts?

Spokesman:  I assume the documents you’re referring to are ones that were provided by Kojo Annan to the Volcker commission and that may have been shared with congressional sources.  Can’t imagine why they would be leaking those documents to the press.  We’ll leave Mr. Volcker to evaluate all that evidence and to conclude as he sees fit.  Edie? 

Question:  Fred, I am slightly confused on the numbers, because when you initially talked about 200, is that 200 number to include the Fijians? 

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  And what’s the total number of Fijians that we’re expecting to be deployed?

Spokesman:  I don’t have a figure.

Question:  Oh, I think they announced it.  It was 100 to 150.

Spokesman:  That’s the ball park, 150.  Susie?

Question:   Fred, the expansion, is that envisaged to be just because more people are going to Basra and Erbil, or they looking at an expansion in Baghdad as well?

Spokesman:  The expansion that we have announced today refers to the two other cities:  Basra and Erbil.  So, there is an expansion outside of Baghdad, there is the imminent emplacement of the close protection unit of the Fijians and, I think you would have to say that...  Well, I am saying to you that we see this as an expansion of our presence.  Irwin?

Question:  (Inaudible) possible, because you have a 150 Fijians and you have a present ceiling in there of 59 –- that right there would be 209. 

Spokesman:  We’re talking geographic expansion and we’re talking about the putting in place of the close protection force.  Evelyn?

Question:  Yes, the puzzling thing is, when you set up, you haven’t given a date, you don’t say when Erbil and Basra.  Is that going to mean more people than the 25 electoral workers of the 60-65 total that you have, or will have in Baghdad shortly?  Does that include that amount?  Because otherwise what is the expansion except the geographical office, which you could open with anyone.

Spokesman:  A geographical office and the emplacement of the close protection force.  I am not... I have not been given any more information than this statement.  So, I am trying to make a little bit of sense of it for you and I am hoping that we might get more details later today or tomorrow.  But this is all I have for now.  Bill?

Question:  Let me understand this. The ceiling that is set by the Secretary-General, in this case which is currently 59, is that ceiling raised to include the Fijians or does that ceiling only involve UN Secretariat workers such as electoral workers?

Spokesman:  My understanding is that it will be raised to include the Fijians, because they will be on our payroll as our security personnel.

Question:  And would it be fair to assume that this is a prelude to increasing the number of purely Secretariat people, such as electoral people and others who will staff the Erbil and Basra offices?

Spokesman:  Well, let’s take it a step at a time.  We’ll get close protection in place.  We’ll increase the electoral officers as we have predicted.  We’ll see if we can safely expand to two other cities.  The close protection would go with those personnel going to those cities.  If the situation continues to be tolerable from a security point of view, the Secretary-General would always have the option to send in more people. But that judgement would be based on the security assessment day-by-day.  Yes, Ghilda?

Question:  Following the decision by the Iraqi interim government to begin trying former members of the Ba’ath regime as early as next week, what’s the formal position of the UN on this?

Spokesman:  I took that question yesterday.  I don’t think I have anything new to add.

Question:  Sorry, I missed it.

Question:  What can you tell us about, I guess there are two senators coming to meet with Annan today?  Anything you can tell us about that?  Is Sununu coming?

Spokesman:  Patrick Leahy is on the programme.  I am not aware of anyone else.  I’d have to double check.  We’ll try to get for you the read out, as usual.  I don’t know why the meetings were asked for. 

Question:  What about the Danforth meeting, do you have anything...?

Spokesman:  I don’t know why he asked for that meeting either.  You’ll have to ask him.

Question:  And back on the Kojo Annan issue.  Is there any update on in terms of communication between [Kofi] Annan and his son in terms of information that Annan may have now about Kojo’s business dealings that might change his statement about whether or not Kojo Annan did, in fact, have any dealings with the UN?

Spokesman:  The only thing we consider relevant is there is any information that Kojo Annan might be making available to Mr. Volcker and his panel.  And therefore, it’s privileged until Mr. Volcker decides to release it.

Question:  About the 150 Fijians, was that considered the number needed for Baghdad alone? Or is taking into account that there might be?

Spokesman:  To my understanding, that was the approximate number required for close protection overall.

Question:   How many UN international staff is there? 

Spokesman:  We have not been giving specific numbers.  We did go public with the new ceiling of 59, and it’s in that neighbourhood.

Thank you very much.

Question:  By the way, just one more question.  Fred, what was the reason that your briefing was moved forward an hour?  I understand that there is a big personal reason?

Spokesman:  I’ve got to get to the church on time.

(Laughter and applause)

Spokesman:  Thank you.

* *** *
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