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Xinhua
Interview: UNEP head hails entry into force of Kyoto Protocol

www.chinaview.cn 2005-02-16 05:04:44

    NAIROBI, Feb. 15 (Xinhuanet) -- The entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol is an extremely significant step in the fight against global climate change, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer said here Tuesday.

    "First and foremost, it is now an reality. We are happy that it comes into force on February 16. The fact that it costs time underlines its importance. It is not only environmentally important, but also economically extremely important," Toepfer told Xinhua in an exclusive interview at the UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.

    The entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol comes seven months before nations around the world will review progress toward the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in September at a session of the UN General Assembly.

    "These (MDGs) cover the main challenges facing the world from fighting poverty and boosting the standard of living with access to clean and sufficient drinking water to delivering universal primary education and reducing the spread of infectious diseases,"said Toepfer.    A recent UN report makes it clear that the environment is a keycornerstone for delivering all of the Goals, Toepfer said, adding that climate change is constantly in the spotlight as the United Nations and some of the world leaders are tackling the economic and other reforms needed for a low carbon world.

    "So we need to take this unprecedented political momentum to propel us into a new effort to move beyond the targets and timetables agreed under the Kyoto Protocol toward the even deeper cuts in greenhouse gases necessary to stabilize the world's climate," said the UNEP head.

    According to statistics from the re-insurance industry, the year of 2004 witnessed the highest level of insured losses as a result of the kind of weather-related disasters forecast by climate scientists.

    The uninsured losses, particularly significant to the development of developing countries and for the poorest of the poor, totaled more than 90 billion US dollars even before the Indian Ocean tsunami is factored into the sums.

    "Therefore, let us enjoy this special day as the Kyoto Protocol passes into force, but celebrate with the certain knowledge that we must do much more to achieve climatic stability and thus the MDGs," said Toepfer.

    The United States, although a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol, has neither ratified nor withdrawn from the UN treaty. "Without doubt, the fight against climate change must integrate the United States of America," said Toepfer.

    "It is not possible to make an efficient environment policy without the United States," said Toepfer, adding that the US is needed in this regard because it is a technology power as well as the largest emitter of greenhouse gases.

    Some analysts have argued that without the United States the Kyoto Protocol is more dead than alive.

    However, Toepfer said that UNEP is not so pessimistic, noting that many individual states in the United States are adopting or planning to adopt greenhouse gas reductions in line with the spirit of the protocol.

    "Many businesses there are also active and keen to join the new emission trading schemes and markets opening up. The (US) government itself is also promoting higher energy efficiency and alternatives like hydrogen and solar," said Toepfer.

    The UNEP head urges the world to act swift to go beyond the Kyoto Protocol, saying that up to 60 percent cuts in greenhouse gas emissions is needed to conserve the climate.

    "In doing so we can not only reduce the risk of rising, weather-related disasters, but also ensure the stability of the environment upon which, it is now clear, the Millennium Development Goals will stand or fall," Toepfer said.

    The Kyoto Protocol, which aims to curb the global warming process, comes into force on Wednesday with most of the industrialized countries ratifying it while the United States and Australia holding out.

    The treaty was agreed at a 1997 UN conference in Kyoto, Japan by 159 countries that are members of the 1992 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. A total of 141 nations have ratified the pact, according to UN data.

    It commits the industrialized countries who have ratified it to reduce the amount of six greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and sulphur hexafluoride (SF6)) by 5.2 percent of the 1990 levels during the five-year period of 2008-2012. Enditem
____________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Kyoto treaty enters into force

Wed Feb 16, 2005 2:02 AM GMT

SINGAPORE (Reuters) - A world plan to fight global warming goes into force today, feted by its backers as a lifeline for the planet but rejected as an economic straitjacket by the United States and Australia.

After years of delays, the 141-nation Kyoto protocol formally starts at midnight New York time (5 a.m. British time on Wednesday) with celebrations including in the ancient Japanese city of Kyoto where it was signed in 1997.

The pact is the first legally binding plan to tackle climate change, building on a scheme launched at an Earth Summit in 1992 to stabilise emissions at 1990 levels by 2000, a goal not met. But it excludes until at least 2012 major developing nations India, China and Brazil, which comprise more than a third of humanity.

"This is a great stride forward in our struggle to confront one of the biggest challenges we face in the 21st century: climate change," U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in pre-recorded remarks to be aired during a ceremony in Kyoto later on Wednesday.

"Climate change is a global problem. It requires a concerted global response," he said, adding: "I call on the world community to be bold, to adhere to the Kyoto Protocol, and to act quickly in taking the next steps. There is no time to lose!"

Kyoto aims to brake a rise in temperatures widely blamed on human emissions of heat-trapping gases that may spur ever more hurricanes, floods and droughts and could drive thousands of species of animals and plants to extinction by 2100.

Sea levels are also expected to rise, threatening low-lying islands, coastal cities and aquifers.

Under the deal, developed nations have to cut emissions of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels in power plants, factories and cars, by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

"Kyoto gives us a very solid basis for our climate policy," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Programme, praising it as a small first step towards preventing what could be catastrophic climate change in coming decades.

But Kyoto has been weakened by a 2001 pullout by the United States, the world's top polluter and source of almost a quarter of human emissions of carbon dioxide, because the pact excludes developing nations.

KYOTO "A BUILDING BLOCK"

Some environmental groups were planning protests outside U.S. embassies on Wednesday to underscore Washington's isolation on climate policy.

President George W. Bush has dismissed Kyoto as too costly and misguided for excluding developing nations from the first phase to 2012. His administration once denounced it as "an unrealistic and ever-tightening regulatory straitjacket".

Kyoto backers say rich nations are probably the main cause of a 0.6C (1F) rise in world temperatures since the Industrial Revolution and so should take the lead by cutting use of fossil fuels and shifting to cleaner energy such as wind and solar.

"Kyoto won't do very much in itself but it creates a framework for action," said Kristian Tangen, head of Point Carbon analysis group in Oslo. "But there is a real risk that the whole thing will collapse after 2012."

Big developing nations, led by China and India, are unlikely to sign up after 2012 unless the United States joins, he said. Bush says more research is needed and that predictions of climate change are too uncertain.

"We will do our part in the developing world," said South African Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk.

"But one of the global challenges will be to encourage countries like the United States and Australia to ratify the protocol or at the very least to remain committed to the multi-lateral international process to reduce greenhouse gas emissions," he said.

The United States is not alone in snubbing Kyoto. Many Kyoto supporters -- for whom targets will be legally binding -- are far above 1990 benchmarks.

Spain and Portugal were 40.5 percent above 1990 emissions levels in 2002, Ireland 28.9 percent and Greece 26 percent, according to U.N. data. By comparison, Australia was 22.2 percent above 1990 levels and the United States 13.1 percent.

In Japan, the world's number two economy, emissions have risen eight percent over 1990 levels.

"It is a goal in the sense that it would be going into effect, but only the start for Japan to achieve its responsibilities set under the protocol," Japanese Environment Minister Yuriko Koike told parliament on Wednesday.

Even if fully implemented, Kyoto would cut a projected rise in temperatures by just 0.1C by 2100, according to U.N. projections, a pinprick compared to forecasts by a U.N. climate panel of an overall rise of 1.4-5.8C by 2100.

For some, any reduction would be better than nothing. In the remote South Pacific, low-lying islands are already seeing the future of global warming and rising sea levels, as extreme high tides crash over crumbling sea-walls and flood their homes.

At the poles and high in the mountains, glaciers are melting rapidly and there is a growing fear that global warming could cause huge icesheets in Greenland and Antarctica to melt in the long term, triggering a sea level rise of many metres. Coastlines around the world would be swamped and major cities such as London, Shanghai, Bombay and New York flooded.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Kyoto Protocol About to Bite, UN Calls it First Step

NORWAY: February 16, 2005

OSLO - Rejected by the United States, the world's plan to combat global warming goes into force on Wednesday amid scant fanfare and UN warnings that it is only a tiny first step.

The 141-nation Kyoto protocol aims to brake a rise in temperatures widely blamed on mounting human emissions of heat-trapping gases that could trigger droughts and floods, raise sea levels and wipe out thousands of species by 2100.

Yet even some backers of the pact, which will be feted on Wednesday mainly in the Japanese city of Kyoto where it was signed in 1997, seem to be lacking enthusiasm.

Many nations, including Spain, Portugal and Ireland, are far above targets for cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases. Britain is in a legal dispute with the European Commission over London's easing of goals for industry and Italy is fretting about costs.

And the United Nations says that fighting climate change will be a long, hard slog.

"Kyoto is without doubt only the first step," Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, told Reuters. "We will have to do more to fight this rapid increase in temperature on our wonderful blue planet earth. It will be hard work."

"But if you calculate the cost of acting against the cost of not acting you will see this is the best return on investment you ever had," he said.

Kyoto sets legally binding goals of cutting rich nations' emissions of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide emitted by burning fossil fuels in power plants, factories and cars, by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

MONEY WELL SPENT?

But some are unconvinced that investments, for instance to shift to clean energy like solar or wind power, are well spent.

President George W. Bush pulled out the United States, the world's top polluter, in 2001 saying it was too costly and wrongly excluded developing nations from goals for 2012. Australia has also withdrawn.

"Even if the Kyoto protocol were extended forever it would have no measurable effect on the climate," said Bjorn Lomborg, Danish author of "The Skeptical Environmentalist".

He said Kyoto would cost $150 billion a year and that the money could be better used to fight diseases like AIDS and malaria, combating malnutrition and promoting free trade.

After the US pullout, Kyoto won sufficient backing to start when Russia signed up late last year. It will formally enter into force at midnight New York time (0500 GMT Wednesday).

Most scientists see reason for alarm from the buildup of greenhouse gases since the Industrial Revolution. 1998 was the warmest year since surface records began in the 1860s, followed by 2002 and 2003.

Even if fully implemented, Kyoto would cut a projected rise in temperatures by just 0.1C (0.2F) by 2100, according to UN projections, a pinprick compared to forecasts by a UN climate panel of an overall rise of 1.4-5.8C by 2100.

Kyoto is the first legally binding plan to tackle climate change, building on a scheme launched at an Earth Summit in 1992 to stabilise emissions at 1990 levels by 2000, a goal not met.

And most agree the fight against climate change after 2012 hinges on policies by Washington, which has rejected Kyoto-style caps on emissions.

"Kyoto won't work unless the United States is included after 2012," said Bo Kjellen, a researcher at Britain's Tyndall Centre. Countries like China or India would feel little incentive to sign up if Washington is exempted, he said.

Story by Alister Doyle

____________________________________________________________________________________

ABC News
Feted and Hated, Kyoto Enters Into Force

Feb 15, 2005 — SINGAPORE (Reuters) - A world plan to fight global warming goes into force on Wednesday, feted by its backers as a lifeline for the planet but rejected as an economic straitjacket by the United States and Australia.

After years of delays, the 141-nation Kyoto protocol formally starts at midnight New York time (0000 EST) with celebrations including in the ancient Japanese city of Kyoto where it was signed in 1997. 

The pact is the first legally binding plan to tackle climate change, building on a scheme launched at an Earth Summit in 1992 to stabilize emissions at 1990 levels by 2000, a goal not met. But it excludes until at least 2012 major developing nations India, China and Brazil, which comprise more than a third of humanity.

"This is a great stride forward in our struggle to confront one of the biggest challenges we face in the 21st century: climate change," U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in pre-recorded remarks to be aired during a ceremony in Kyoto later on Wednesday. 

"Climate change is a global problem. It requires a concerted global response," he said, adding: "I call on the world community to be bold, to adhere to the Kyoto Protocol, and to act quickly in taking the next steps. There is no time to lose!" 

Kyoto aims to brake a rise in temperatures widely blamed on human emissions of heat-trapping gases that may spur ever more hurricanes, floods and droughts and could drive thousands of species of animals and plants to extinction by 2100. 

Sea levels are also expected to rise, threatening low-lying islands, coastal cities and aquifers. 

Under the deal, developed nations have to cut emissions of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels in power plants, factories and cars, by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12. 

"Kyoto gives us a very solid basis for our climate policy," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the U.N. Environment Program, praising it as a small first step toward preventing what could be catastrophic climate change in coming decades. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

Stumbling block that poses threat to Kyoto protocol
By Fiona Harvey 
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The agreement requires developed countries to reduce their dependence on fossil fuels, which produce the greenhouse gases blamed for causing climate change. The treaty, drawn up in 1997, is widely considered the most important international agreement on environmental issues. But it quickly ran into trouble as developed nations balked at the difficulty of complying with it. The US rejected the treaty as unfair and its future looked in doubt until Vladimir Putin, Russia's president, finally ratified it late last year, after pressure from the European Union.

Klaus Töpfer, UN under-secretary general, says: “I'm happy that all these pessimists have been proved wrong. We have proved that in this globalised world there is also the chance of globalised action.”

But amid today's celebrations there are signs that key provisions may never work properly. Chief among these is the clean development mechanism, which allows developed countries offset some of their own greenhouse gas emissions by financing projects that cut those in developing nations. In theory, clean development projects cut overall greenhouse gas emissions but there are fears that projects are not gaining approval quickly enough, jeopardising the treaty.

Kyoto binds developed nations to cut emission levels by 2012, compared with those of 1990. Recognising that developed countries' emissions are greater than poorer counterparts', the protocol placed reduction targets only on rich countries. But poorer nations are rapidly industrialising, shifting the balance of carbon dioxide output. 

The Pew Centre on Global Climate Change, a US-based research organisation, found China was the second-biggest emitter in 2000, responsible for 14.8 per cent of the world's emissions against the US's 20.6 per cent and the EU's 14 per cent. Persuading developing countries to sign up to emissions reduction is difficult. They resent the idea that the developed world grew rich fuelled by coal, oil and gas while they might be denied the chance to do so.

The clean development mechanism allows companies and governments in developed countries to buy emissions reduction “credits” by investing in projects in developing countries that reduce emissions. 

Curbing the use of fossil fuels requires renewable energy sources--hydroelectricity, wind, wave and tidal power--and in the longer term, developing new power sources, such as hydrogen. Poor countries lack the funds for such investments, so the clean development mechanism helps bring these technologies to the developing world.

The World Bank estimates the potential value of clean development investment in the developing world at between $12.5bn and $25bn.

The UN says so few have been approved because companies have been waiting until the Kyoto agreement came into force. Others discern a different reason. Non-governmental organisations feared the clean development mechanism would become a loophole, allowing polluters to continue to pollute at home while claiming credit for foreign projects that would have gone ahead in any case. Hence schemes qualify for clean development status only if their backers can show they would not be viable without the financial investment they will receive as part of the mechanism.

James Cameron, partner at the boutique investment bank Climate Change Capital and a lawyer involved in the protocol negotiations, says everyone failed to recognise that this extra burden vastly reduced the number of projects likely to go ahead. 

“You are forcing investors in these projects to lie; as they have to tell their financial backers that the projects are going to make lots of money, but you have to tell the [UN] that they wouldn't be financially viable, because then they could have gone ahead anyway,” he explains.

He says the clean development mechanism should be redefined at the annual Kyoto meeting in November, likely to be held in Canada, to allow projects that would have been financially viable without the added assistance of the UN.

But modifying the protocol is a painful process and time is running out. This stage of Kyoto expires in 2012 but clean development projects need years to come to fruition.

The World Bank estimates it takes about five years to design, finance, gain approval for and build a project, such as a wind farm or geo-thermal plant. Unless many more such projects are rapidly approved, the Kyoto protocol may yet come unstuck.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Scotsman

The heat is on to tackle global warming, but can Kyoto deliver? 

JAMES REYNOLDS 
ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 

IT has been hailed as the treaty which would help to save the world from the horrors of global warming and lead the way to a sustainable industrial future. 

But as the Kyoto protocol comes into effect today, backed by 141 countries, the agreement is already coming apart at the seams. 

For many, the absence of the world’s largest polluter, the United States, and the world’s fastest growing carbon dioxide polluters, China and India, leaves the Kyoto agreement mortally wounded. 

Without their agreement to cut their polluting greenhouse gasses to 5 per cent below 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012, it is difficult to see how the agreement can meet its aims. 

More worryingly, some of the countries backing the pact seem to be lacking in the enthusiasm needed to deliver on their commitment, expressing concern about what conforming to the agreement will mean for their economy and domestic industry. 

In the face of estimates putting the cost to the world economy at £150 billion each year, many nations, including Spain, Portugal and Ireland, are far above their targets for cuts in emissions of such gases. 

Britain - one of the Kyoto agreement’s most vocal supporters - is now in a legal dispute with the European Commission over its emissions targets and Italy is fretting about the cost. 

Even the United Nations, the treaty’s most vehement advocate, has added its voice to a growing band of environment campaigners and NGOs who say it must be viewed as only the tiny first step to preventing a climatological disaster. 

Amid the footdragging, it is becoming increasingly clear that Kyoto is akin to using a sticking plaster on a gaping wound. 

With the increasing incidence of floods, glacier and polar meltdowns, raging storms, hurricanes and cyclones, droughts and bush fires, pressure is growing for more drastic action. 

1998 was the warmest year since surface records began in the 1860s, followed by 2002 and 2003. 

Neela Bettridge, the director of the sustainable development think tank Article 13, said: "There is a real opportunity in 2005 to break the cycle in the potentially disastrous runaway effects of climate change. The issue will require huge leadership and powers of persuasion from business, government and civil society. 

"The increased dominance of China and India as engines of world growth, as well as post-Kyoto discussions, are critical issues that need to be factored in, as does the non-participation of the US in the agreement." 

Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN’s environment programme, said: "We will have to do more to fight this rapid increase in temperature. 

"Kyoto is, without doubt, only the first step. If you calculate the cost of acting against the cost of not acting, you will see this is the best return on investment you ever had." 

The Kyoto agreement will cut a projected rise in temperature by just 0.1 per cent (0.2F) by 2100, according to UN projections. 

Compared to forecasts by a UN climate panel of an overall rise of between 1.4 and 5.8C by 2100, it is clear just how short Kyoto falls, if such predictions are correct. As a result, taking action will, as time moves on, become more expensive. 

Research from the Institute of Public Policy Research (IPPR) shows that the UK needs to go much further and reduce carbon emissions by 40 per cent below 1990 levels by 2020 if it is to have any impact and prevent more extreme weather events of the type that all but swept away the village of Boscastle and caused landslides in Glen Ogle and Dunkeld last year. 

There are signs, though, that the public is willing to change. Research by the pollsters ICM revealed that 85 per cent of Britons would be prepared to change the way they live in order to lessen the impact of global warming. 

Whatever the next step, the first thing that must be done is to bring Washington back on side for any meaningful action to take place after Kyoto expires in 2012. 

Bo Kjellen, a researcher at the University of East Anglia’s Tyndall Centre, a leading institution for climate change research, said: "Kyoto will not work unless the US is included after 2012. If it is exempted, countries like India and China will feel little incentive to sign up, and that would be disastrous."

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Telegraph (India)

Big polluter at large, Kyoto takes a tiny step

	



Oslo, Feb. 15 (Reuters): Rejected by the US, the world’s plan to combat global warming goes into force tomorrow amid scant fanfare and UN warnings that it is only a tiny first step.

The 141-nation Kyoto protocol aims to check a rise in temperatures widely blamed on mounting human emissions of heat-trapping gases that could trigger droughts and floods, raise sea levels and wipe out thousands of species by 2100.

Yet even some backers of the pact, which will be feted tomorrow mainly in the Japanese city of Kyoto where it was signed in 1997, seem to be lacking enthusiasm.

Many nations, including Spain, Portugal and Ireland, are far above targets for cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases. Britain is in a legal dispute with the European Commission over London’s easing of goals for industry and Italy is fretting about costs. And the UN says that fighting climate change will be a long, hard slog.

“Kyoto is without doubt only the first step,” Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN environment programme, said. “We will have to do more to fight this rapid increase in temperature on our wonderful blue planet earth. It will be hard work.”

“But if you calculate the cost of acting against the cost of not acting you will see this is the best return on investment you ever had,” he said.

Kyoto sets legally binding goals of cutting rich nations’ emissions of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon dioxide emitted by burning fossil fuels in power plants, factories and cars, by 5.2 per cent below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

But some are unconvinced that investments, for instance to shift to clean energy like solar or wind power, are well spent.

President George W. Bush pulled out the US, the world’s top polluter, in 2001 saying it was too costly and wrongly excluded developing nations from goals for 2012. Australia has also withdrawn.

“Even if the Kyoto protocol were extended forever it would have no measurable effect on the climate,” said Bjorn Lomborg, Danish author of The Skeptical Environmentalist.

He said Kyoto would cost $150 billion a year and that the money could be better used to fight diseases like AIDS and malaria, combating malnutrition and promoting free trade.

After the U.S. pullout, Kyoto won sufficient backing to start when Russia signed up late last year. It will formally enter into force at midnight New York time (0500 GMT Wednesday).

The Kyoto pact will seek to limit a cocktail of five less common gases found everywhere from cows’ stomachs to aluminium smelters, from car tyres to household fridges.

One of the gases, sulphur hexafluoride, is estimated to be 23,900 times more powerful at trapping heat in the atmosphere than carbon dioxide. Hexafluoride is used to give bounce to some sports shoes, tennis balls or car tyres.

Concentrations of some of the trace gases, albeit tiny, are rising. Methane concentrations have risen by about 150 percent since the start of the Industrial Revolution in the 18th century.

Farmers worried about global warming may have to get used to phrases like “manure management” and “enteric fermentation” — the latter referring to how methane is produced in the stomachs of livestock like cows and goats and expelled. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Indian Express

Kyoto protocol comes into play from today

ALISTER DOYLE 


OSLO, FEBRUARY 15: Rejected by the United States, the world’s plan to combat global warming goes into force on Wednesday amid scant fanfare and UN warnings that it is only a tiny first step.

The 141-nation Kyoto protocol aims to brake a rise in temperatures widely blamed on mounting emissions of heat-trapping gases that may trigger droughts and floods, raise sea levels and wipe out thousands of species by 2100. Yet even some backers of the pact, which will be feted on Wednesday mainly in the city of Kyoto where it was signed in 1997, seem to be lacking enthusiasm.

Many nations, including Spain, Portugal and Ireland, are far above targets for cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases. Britain is in a legal dispute with the European Commission over London’s easing of goals for industry and Italy is fretting about costs. And the UN says it will be a long, hard slog.

‘‘Kyoto is without doubt only the first step,’’ Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN.Environment Programme, told Reuters. ‘‘We will have to do more to fight this rapid increase in temperature on our wonderful blue planet earth. It will be hard work.’’ —Reuters

____________________________________________________________________________
PANA 

Kyoto Protocol enters into force 16 February

By Oumar Dieng

PANA Staff Writer

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change

becomes legally binding 16 February 2005, forcing 30

industrialised nations to fulfil its objectives of reducing or

limiting their greenhouse emissions.

To enter into force, the Protocol adopted in 1997 in Kyoto,

Japan, had to be ratified by 55 countries signatory to the United

Nations Framework Convention on the Climate Change (UNFCCC) and

emitting 55 percent of greenhouse gases in 1990.

Before its ratification by Russia in October 2004, the 111

nations that had approved it accounted for only 44.2 percent of

greenhouse emissions worldwide.

Russia, which alone accounts for 17.7 percent of these emissions,

was therefore the last chance for the Protocol entering into

force following the US refusal to ratify it, claiming the

measures therein would hamper its industrial development.

Russia deposited its instrument of ratification with the United

Nations on 18 November 2004, beginning the 90-day countdown to

the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol.

This means that under the Protocol, among others, trade of

greenhouses gases will henceforth become legal, enabling the

industrialised countries to buy and sell emission credits.

Furthermore, the Clean Development Mechanism encourages

investments in projects to limit greenhouse emission in

developing countries.

The international community had exhibited consciousness of the

negative impact of greenhouse emissions through the adoption in

1992 of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The treaty, which came into force in 1994, bounds the signatories

to implement national programmes to reduce greenhouse gases. They

are also required to submit periodic reports on their reduction

actions and bring their greenhouse emissions to the 1990 level,

when the conference was held.

Climate changes are gravely compromising the fulfilment of the

Millennium Development Goals (MDG), according a study jointly

conducted by the World Bank, African Development Bank, European

Union, UN Development Programme and UN Environment Programme.

"Climate changes could raise the prevalence of certain diseases

as malaria, cholera and dysentery and lead to a qualitative and

quantitative decrease of an element so indispensable to health as

safe drinking water, as well as aggravate malnutrition," the

study warns.

It said these climatic disruptions could halt economic growth in

Africa and exacerbate food insecurity.

Least Developed Countries (LDCs), on the occasion of each

conference of the parties, request funds to adapt to climate

changes to face the global increase of climatic disruptions

causing floods and droughts.

Official events will be held across the world to celebrate the

entering into force of the Kyoto Protocol.

"February 16 marks the advent of a new era in international

efforts to reduce hazards from climate changes," observes Joke

Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UNFCCC.

"The Kyoto Protocol offers powerful motivation tools to

governments, the business world and consumers to build

environment friendly economies and promote sustainable

development," she says.

Video messages will be delivered Wednesday in Kyoto, the Japanese

city after which the Protocol was named, at ceremonies under the

aegis of Japanese environment minister Yuriko Koike.

UN secretary general Kofi Annan, Nobel Prize Laureate Wangari

Maathai of Kenya, the chairman of the Conference of Parties to

the UNFCCC, Argentine health and environment minister Ginés

González García and European Commission chairman José Manuel

Barroso, are expected to speak at the ceremonies.

Other cities, including the EU seat Brussels, will fete the entry

into force of the Protocol, while workshops will be held in India

and Morocco, two countries that recently hosted conferences of

the parties on climate change.

Similar events are also slated in Bonn, Germany, which hosts the

UNFCCC secretariat.

_____________________________________________________________________________

AlertNet

Kyoto Can't Save Us

By Mark Hertsgaard, AlterNet. Posted February 15, 2005.
More stories by Mark Hertsgaard
At the core of the global warming dilemma is a fact neither side of the debate likes to talk about: it is already too late to prevent global warming and the climate change it triggers.

Environmentalists won't say this for fear of sounding alarmist or defeatist. Politicians won't say it because then they'd have to do something about it. But the world's top climate scientists have been sending this message, with increasing urgency, for years now.

Since 1988, the UNEP-associated Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, comprised of more than 2,000 scientific and technical experts from around the world, has conducted the most extensive peer-reviewed scientific collaboration in history.

In its 2001 report, the IPCC announced that human-caused global warming had already begun, and much sooner than expected. What's more, it is bound to get worse, perhaps a lot worse, before it gets better.

Last month, the IPCC's chairman, Dr. Rajendra Pachauri, upped the ante. Though Pachauri was installed after the Bush administration forced out his predecessor, Dr. Robert Watson, for pushing too hard for action, the accumulation of evidence led Pachauri to embrace apocalyptic language: 'We are risking the ability of the human race to survive,' he said.

Until now, most public discussion about global warming has focused on how to prevent it – for example, by implementing the Kyoto Protocol, which comes into force internationally (but without U.S. participation) on Feb. 16.

But prevention is no longer a sufficient option. No matter how many 'green' cars and solar panels Kyoto eventually calls into existence, the hard fact is that a certain amount of global warming is inevitable.

The world community therefore must make a strategic shift: it must expand its response to global warming to emphasize not only long-term but also short-term protection. Rising sea levels and more weather-related disasters will be a fact of life on this planet for decades to come, and we have to get ready for them.

Among the steps needed to defend ourselves, we must act quickly to fortify emergency response capabilities worldwide, to shield or relocate vulnerable coastal communities and to prepare for increased migration flows by environmental refugees.

We must also play offense. We must retroactively shrink the amount of warming facing us by redoubling efforts to remove existing greenhouse gases from the atmosphere and 'sequester' them where they are no longer dangerous. One way is to plant trees, which absorb carbon dioxide via photosynthesis.

But researchers are exploring many other methods as well, some of them supported by the Bush administration. For instance, Norway is burying carbon dioxide in old oil wells beneath the North Sea.

The problem with the Kyoto protocol is not that the 5 percent greenhouse gas emission reductions it mandates don't go far enough, though they don't – the IPCC urges 50 to 70 percent reductions. The problem is that Kyoto governs only future emissions. No matter how well the protocol works, it will have no effect on past emissions, and it is these past emissions that have made global warming unavoidable.

Contrary to the impression left by some news reports, global warming is not like a light switch that can be turned off if we simply stop burning so much oil, coal and gas. There is a lag effect of approximately 50 to 100 years. That's how long carbon dioxide, the primary greenhouse gas, remains in the atmosphere after it is emitted from auto tailpipes, home furnaces and industrial smokestacks. So even if humanity stopped burning fossil fuels tomorrow, the earth would continue warming for decades.

So far, the greenhouse gases released during two-plus centuries of industrialization have increased global temperatures by about one degree Fahrenheit and raised sea levels by 4 to 7 inches. They have also given rise to the larger phenomenon of climate change.

The IPCC scientists predict that because of global warming the future will bring more and deadlier extreme weather of all kinds – more hurricanes, tornadoes, downpours, heat waves, droughts and blizzards – and all that comes in their wake: more flooding, landslides, power outages, crop failures, property damage, disease, hunger, poverty and loss of life.

In California, torrential rains induced a mudslide on Jan. 11 that killed ten people, buried children alive and crushed dozens of houses. In 2003, a record summer heat wave left 35,000 – mainly elderly people – dead across Western Europe.

And this is just the beginning. Scientists are careful to say that no single weather event can be definitively linked to global warming. But the trend is unmistakable to the insurance companies that end up paying the bill. 'Man-made climate change will bring us increasingly extreme natural events and consequently increasingly large catastrophe losses,' an official of Munich Re, the world's large reinsurance company in the field of natural disaster mitigation, said recently. Swiss Re expects losses to reach $150 billion a year within this decade.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair regards climate change as 'the single biggest long-term problem' of any kind facing his country. His government's top scientist, Sir David King, goes further, calling climate change 'the biggest danger humanity has faced in 5,000 years of civilization.'

Though the Bush White House continues to downplay the urgency of global warming, some parts of the Bush administration have recognized the gravity of the situation. A report released last April by the Pentagon's internal think-tank, the Office of Net Assessments, said that, by 2020, climate change could unleash a series of interlocking catastrophes. This could include mega-droughts, mass starvation and even nuclear war, as countries like China and India battle over river valleys and other sources of scarce food and water.

All of this underlines the urgency of revising the world's response to climate change. To be sure, it remains essential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by strengthening the Kyoto Protocol and augmenting it with other measures; otherwise, the amount of future warming civilization eventually will have to endure will prove too great to survive. But in the meantime, it is imperative to prepare against the climate change already on its way.

The need for such a two-track strategy of prevention and protection is gaining acceptance from most of the world's governments. In Britain, the Department of the Environment promises to publish its strategy for adapting to global warming by the end of the year.

At the most recent international meeting on global warming, held in Buenos Aires last December, a majority of the delegates supported the establishment of a fund to aid countries already suffering from the early effects of global warming. A leading candidate for such aid is Tuvalu. A Pacific atoll whose highest point is twelve feet above sea level, Tuvalu was largely submerged last year by ten foot tall 'king tides.' But the United States opposed the adaptation assistance, arguing that there is no "certainty what constitutes a dangerous level of warming ... ."

Preparing to live through the global climate change now bearing down on our civilization will be an enormous undertaking. It will require immense financial resources, technical expertise and organizational skill. But perhaps what's needed most of all, especially in the United States, is fresh thinking and political leadership – an acceptance that climate change is inescapable and requires immediate counter-measures.

The unspeakable death and destruction wrought by the Indian Ocean tsunami showed what can happen when people are unprepared for disaster. But there is no reason global warming should take us by surprise. Our civilization's early warning system – the scientists of the IPCC – have been telling us for years that great danger is approaching.

The question is whether we will act quickly and decisively enough to protect ourselves against the coming storm. Or will we simply stand and face our fate – naked, proud and unafraid? 

Mark Hertsgaard is a correspondent for The Nation and the national satellite channel Link TV, as well as the author, most recently, of The Eagle's Shadow: Why America Fascinates and Infuriates the World and Earth Odyssey: Around the World In Search of Our Environmental Future.

____________________________________________________________________________
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Travesties of Regulation

Harmful U.N. policies.

By Henry I. Miller & Gregory Conko

Former Federal Reserve Board chairman Paul Volcker, who heads the inquiry into corruption in the United Nations' defunct oil-for-food program, has just issued a sobering interim report. He concludes that the program was "tainted, failing to follow the established rules of the organization," and that "political considerations intruded." But the U.N.'s problems don't stop at Oil-for-Food — as if that weren't enough. Those of us who study ongoing U.N. agencies' deliberations on regulatory issues find obvious and egregious flaws in them, even when they do follow established rules.

The U.N.'s systematic sacrifice of science, technology, and sound public policy to its own bureaucratic self-interest obstructs technological innovation that could help the poorest of the poor. In particular, the U.N.'s involvement in the excessive, unscientific regulation of biotechnology — also known as gene-splicing, or genetic modification (GM) — slows agricultural research and development and promotes environmental damage. Ultimately, it could prolong famine and water shortages for millions in less-developed countries.

During the past decade, delegates to the U.N.-sponsored Convention on Biological Diversity negotiated a "biosafety protocol" to regulate the international movement of gene-spliced organisms. It is based on the bogus "precautionary principle" which dictates that every new product or technology — including, in this case, an improvement over less-precise technologies — must be proven completely safe before it can be used.

An ounce of prevention is certainly desirable, but because nothing can be proved completely safe — at least, not to the standard demanded by many activists and regulators — the precautionary principle has become a self-defeating impediment to the development of new products. Precautionary regulation shifts the burden of proof from the regulator, who previously had to demonstrate that a new technology was likely to cause some harm, to the innovator, who now must demonstrate that the technology will not cause harm under any circumstances.

This shift is ominous, because it frees regulatory bodies to require any amount and kind of testing that they wish. Rather than creating a uniform, predictable, and scientifically sound framework for effectively managing legitimate risks, the U.N.'s biosafety protocol establishes an ill-defined global regulatory process that encourages overly risk-averse, incompetent, or corrupt regulators to hide behind the precautionary principle in delaying or deferring approvals.

Examples include a six-year-long moratorium on approvals of gene-spliced plants throughout Europe, and the rejection of badly needed food aid by several African countries — only because it contains the same superior gene-spliced varieties of grain consumed routinely in North America.

Other U.N. agencies have gotten into the act. In 2003 the Codex Alimentarius Commission, the joint food-standards program of the U.N.'s World Health Organization and its Food and Agriculture Organization, singled out only food products made with gene-splicing techniques for Draconian and even bizarre regulatory procedures and restrictions — regulatory requirements that cannot be met by conventionally produced foods, which are made with less-precise and predictable technology.

Overly burdensome standards for gene-spliced foods are ominous not only because of their direct effects on research and development, but also because they will keep beneficial new crop plants out of the hands of the resource-poor farmers in less-developed countries who need them most. Scientists worldwide agree that gene-splicing is merely a refinement, or improvement, over less-precise and predictable genetic techniques that have been used for centuries, an exquisite tool that can help to develop plants with higher yields and innovative traits. Thousands of greenhouse and field studies, as well as widespread commercialization in a half-dozen advanced countries, have documented that the risks of gene-spliced plants and foods are minimal, their benefits palpable, and their future potential extraordinary. Globally, the adoption of gene-spliced crops annually reduces pesticide use by tens of millions of pounds and saves millions of tons of topsoil from erosion.

In less-developed countries like China and South Africa, the few available gene-spliced plant varieties have increased crop yields, raised the incomes of resource-poor farmers, and reduced occupational exposure to chemical pesticides. Wider adoption and diffusion of gene-spliced crops could improve human nutrition, reduce the amount of land and water needed to produce food, and spare ecosystems from fragmentation and development. But these advances are being drastically limited by the unscientific, hugely burdensome, U.N.-based regulatory regimes.

The precautionary-principle-driven standards and regulations the U.N. defends actually harm the environment and public health, stifling the development of environmentally friendly innovations that can increase agricultural productivity, help clean up toxic wastes, conserve water, supplant agricultural chemicals, and reduce the contamination of grain by fungal toxins.

Many U.N. experts themselves warn that the greatest single threat to the planet's environment comes from the world's burgeoning population and its demand that ever more land be devoted to food production. But the regulatory regimes promoted by various U.N. agencies and projects deny less developed countries precisely the kind of technology they need.

How do such travesties of regulation arise? Through a kind of "Emperor's New Clothes" process in which self-interested participants move a flawed proposal through the approval process, all the while pretending that it makes sense. But although the process appears to be transparent, it is corrupt. The U.N. uses coercion to induce countries to sign on to agreements to regulate gene-splicing excessively, such as the Cartagena Protocol and the Codex standards. For example, the United Nations Environment Program has distributed scores of millions of dollars to help developing countries set up infrastructure for "building capacity for assessing risks, establishing adequate information systems and developing expert human resources in the field of biosafety."

But as Harvard's Calestous Juma has said, this is like offering swimming lessons to inhabitants of the Sahara Desert. The UNEP program's "capacity building" applies only to the regulation of gene-spliced products, and many of the countries for which the project is intended lack virtually any regulation of acknowledged high-risk activities, such as public transport and dangerous occupations, and their expenditures on public health are woefully inadequate. It is not unusual in poor tropical countries, for example, to observe pre-teens performing welding or using dangerous machinery, with no protective gear and wearing only shorts or a loincloth. Malaria, schistosomiasis, and bacterial and viral diseases that have been all but eradicated from industrialized countries remain epidemic in many underdeveloped nations. Surely the U.N.'s largesse would be spent much more productively if it were allocated to address any of these more important problems.

The UNEP's cynical offers of bribes to get countries to ratify its regulations offer Faustian bargains to less-developed nations. They receive small grants up front, but in the long-term, unscientific, excessive regulation of this promising new technology — and the resulting uncertainty among innovators about their ability to conduct research and market products — ensures that the biotechnology revolution all but passes them by. Such strategies — on which the U.N. bureaucrats publicly congratulate themselves — are outrageous.

Morally, this is no different from permitting the construction of an unsafe dam or knowingly administering a contaminated vaccine. Countless people will suffer and die needlessly as a result of the arbitrary, unscientific restrictions that prevent us from helping the poor to help themselves. The U.N.'s leaders should be held accountable for this human-rights catastrophe, and the precautionary principle should be relegated to the dustbin of history.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Strategy
'Clean Up the World' official visits Dubai Municipality
Susan Pritchard, Projects Co-ordinator at the Australia-based Clean Up the World Pty Ltd. was briefed about the Clean Up campaign held in Dubai with the participation of more than 13,500 volunteers. The campaign, largest voluntary initiative in the region, has resulted in collection of a massive 2836 tons of waste, of which 10 tons were from the creek bed.

Ms. Pritchard was on a visit to the Environment Department at Dubai Municipality. The Clean Up the World Pty Ltd. is a non-profit organization founded by Ian Kiernan to organize and promote the Clean Up the World campaigns globally. It is based in Sydney, New South Wales, and provides a range of information, support and facilitation services aimed at assisting members to organize and promote clean up events and other environmental initiatives.
She was presented with the Clean up the World 2004 trophy. Some of the challenges in organizing the campaign during the last few years were discussed. On behalf of Dubai Municipality, Hamdan Al Shaer, Director of Environment Department hosted a luncheon in honour of the visiting official. Members of the Clean Up the World organizing committee and Mr. Bukhari, General Manager, ETA Coastal Waste Collection Est, the main sponsor of the campaign were present.

Now in its 13th year, Clean Up the World, held in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), mobilizes millions volunteers, making it one of the largest community based environmental campaigns in the world. The campaign brings together businesses, community groups, schools, governments and individuals in a range of activities and programs that positively impact local environments. Clean Up the World activities include clean up events, recycling projects, educational campaigns, resource recovery projects, water reuse and conservation, competitions and exhibitions. The campaign unites communities with a common focus to clean up the world. The clean up is generally held each September, however, due to climatic conditions, the campaign in Dubai is held in December.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Earthtoys

WORLD BANK AND UNEP - RELEASE OF NEW WIND AND HYDRO MODELS

Visit http://www.retscreen.net for further information.

World Bank, UNEP and Natural Resources Canada, released the new Wind and Hydro Models. These new project models enable users to better estimate the potential of carbon finance for their projects. The RETScreen Clean Energy Project Analysis Software now has more than 53,000 users in 205 countries.

Natural Resources Canada`s CETC-Varennes, along with the World Bank`s Prototype Carbon Fund (PCF) and the United Nations Environment Programme`s (UNEP) Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE), are co-operating to develop and incorporate an improved greenhouse gas emissions baseline tool into the RETScreen International Clean Energy Project Analysis Software. This inclusion will enable RETScreen users to better estimate the potential of carbon finance for their projects.

RV Solar Parts and Accessories

Visit our Event Calendar to find out what's happening.

RETScreen International - Version 3.0 upgrades include a metric/imperial unit switch; updated product data; an enhanced GHG model to account for the emerging rules under the Kyoto Protocol; and a new Sensitivity & Risk Analysis worksheet. The Wind Energy and Small Hydro Project Models are now available, with the other existing technology models to be upgraded.

RETScreen now has more than 53,000 software users in 205 countries around the world and is growing at 250 new users every week.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Swiss website winti-guide.ch

Kyoto-Protokoll ist für UNO bloss ein erster Schritt

NAIROBI - Nach jahrelangem Streit tritt heute das Kyoto-Protokoll zur Reduzierung von Treibhausgasen in Kraft. Der Leiter des UNO-Umweltprogramms (UNEP), Klaus Töpfer, rief zu weiteren Anstrengungen für den Klimaschutz auf.


"Wir können diesen Schritt nur in dem Bewusstsein feiern, dass wir noch viel mehr tun müssen, um Klimastabilität zu erreichen", schrieb Töpfer in einem Beitrag für mehrere internationale Zeitungen.
Das Kyoto-Protokoll soll den Ausstoss schädlicher Treibhausgase verringern. Vor 90 Tagen hatte Russland das Abkommen nach langem Zögern ratifiziert und damit das Inkrafttreten ermöglicht.
Die Industrieländer verpflichten sich, den Ausstoss der Treibhausgase bis 2012 um gut fünf Prozent zu reduzieren. Die USA haben das Kyoto-Protokoll nicht unterzeichnet. Töpfer verwies jedoch auf zahlreiche Klimaschutz-Aktivitäten einzelner US-Bundesstaaten.


Unter den 141 teilnehmenden Nationen befindet sich auch die Schweiz. Bundesrat Moritz Leuenberger würdigte das Inkraftreten des Protokolls am Dienstag als "grossen Schritt im Kampf gegen Klimaänderungen".
Das Kyoto-Protokoll zeige zwar, dass die internationale Gemeinschaft fähig sei, auf die Klimaveränderungen zu reagieren. Weitere Anstrengungen seien jedoch nötig, mahnte Leuenberger. Ohne CO2-Abgabe könnten die Vorgaben nicht erfüllt werden, mahnten Umweltorganisationen, SP und Grüne.
Die Weltbank drängte unterdessen auf eine Weiterentwicklung des Kyoto-Protokolls, um den Handel mit Emissionsgutscheinen auf lange Sicht zu sichern. Umweltfreundliche Projekte in Entwicklungsländern brauchten von der Konzeption bis zur Fertigstellung im Durchschnitt fünf Jahre.


Weil das Kyoto-Protokoll nach jetzigem Stand 2012 auslaufe, lasse das nur noch wenig Zeit, um Projekte zu starten, für die noch Emissionskredite geltend gemacht werden können. Die Kredite werden erst nach Inbetriebnahme der neuen Anlagen ausgegeben.
Industrieländer können ihre vereinbarten Emissionsreduktionen unter anderem erreichen, indem sie umweltfreundliche Projekte in Entwicklungsländern fördern und von diesen dadurch Emissionskredite erwerben. Die Weltbank schätzt, dass den Entwicklungsländern bis 2012 dadurch 25 Milliarden Dollar zufliessen können. 
____________________________________________________________________________________


Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

16. Februar 2005

ÜBERSCHRIFT: Kyoto-Protokoll tritt in Kraft

SERIE: Eckenbrüller

TEXT:


F.A.Z. FRANKFURT, 15. Februar. Vor dem Inkrafttreten des Klimaschutzabkommens von Kyoto haben Politiker und Fachleute im Inland und Ausland das Protokoll als großen Schritt gewürdigt, aber auch weitere Anstrengungen angemahnt. 

Entwicklungshilfeministerin Wieczorek-Zeul (SPD) sagte am Dienstag in Berlin, das Abkommen sei ein "Meilenstein im globalen Klimaschutz". Gerade die Entwicklungsländer hätten am meisten unter den Folgen des globalen Klimawandels zu leiden. Wenn an diesem Mittwoch das Abkommen in Kraft tritt, könnten auch diese Länder aus der Umsetzung von emissionsmindernden oder -vermeidenden Projekten einen ökonomischen Nutzen ziehen. Bundesumweltminister Trittin (Grüne) rief zu einem weiteren Kampf gegen den Klimawandel auf. Nun müsse auch Amerika seine Emissionen von Treibhausgasen reduzieren. Der Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms Töpfer warnte davor, die Herausforderungen des Abkommens zu unterschätzen. Bislang steige der Ausstoß an Treibhausgasen weltweit immer noch an. (Siehe Seite 12.)

UPDATE: 16. Februar 2005
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ÜBERSCHRIFT: Das Experiment beginnt

 
TEXT:


Es gibt nicht viele völkerrechtliche Abkommen, die schon am Tag des Inkrafttretens eine Festtagsstimmung zu erzeugen vermögen, wie es das Kyoto-Protokoll tut. In Bonn, dem Sitz des Sekretariats zur Klimarahmenkonvention, und in zahlreichen anderen Städten rund um den Globus feiert die Umweltdiplomatie heute ein Vertragswerk, das der Direktor des Umweltprogramms der Vereinten Nationen, Klaus Töpfer, einmal als den "ersten Schritt auf einer langen Reise" bezeichnet hat. Ein glatter Euphemismus. Denn in vielerlei Hinsicht ist das Kyoto-Protokoll ein gigantisches Experiment mit ungewissem Ausgang - ein politisches ebenso wie ein wissenschaftliches. Am Ende, so hoffen nicht wenige, klärt sich damit vielleicht sogar die ewige Frage, ob es so etwas wie eine entscheidungs- und vor allem zukunftsfähige Weltgemeinschaft, die die Vereinten Nationen gerne repräsentieren, wirklich geben kann.

Schon in den moralischen Ansprüchen unterscheidet sich das Kyoto-Protokoll von dem einzigen wirklich großen Erfolg, den die globale Umweltdiplomatie bisher zu feiern hatte. Das Montrealer Übereinkommen zum Schutz der Ozonschicht hat die gesteckten Ziele, die Verringerung der Emissionen an ozonschädlichen Spurengasen, mit Bravour erfüllt. Es war aber, verglichen mit dem nun zu erfüllenden ökologischen Anliegen, eine leichte Aufgabe. Das Verbot der Fluorchlorkohlenwasserstoffe gegen die Interessen einer vergleichsweise überschaubaren Industrie durchzusetzen war vielleicht nicht immer einfach, aber angesichts der vorhandenen Alternativen letztlich nicht zu verhindern. In ähnlicher Weise, so hoffte man nach der Unterzeichnung der Klimarahmenkonvention in Rio de Janeiro vor dreizehn Jahren, könnte das in dem Übereinkommen formulierte Ziel - die Vermeidung eines "gefährlichen Klimwandels" - erreicht werden. 

Zum erstenmal erschien das Weltklima nicht mehr als ein reines Naturphänomen, dem man machtlos ausgeliefert ist. Die Vision des "Klimahandelns" durch den Menschen wurde zu einem handfesten Plan. Ein Plan, für den die Umweltdiplomaten zigmal um den Globus flogen und der sie auf dem ersten Höhepunkt ihrer Verhandlungsreisen in die japanische Kaiserstadt Kyoto führte, wo in den frühen Stunden des 11. Dezember 1997 einige der wichtigsten Industriestaaten einwilligten, die Emissionen der klimawirksamen Treibhausgase, insbesondere des bei der Verbrennung fossiler Brennstoffe erzeugten Kohlendioxyds, zu verringern. Nicht alle wurden im gleichen Umfang verpflichtet. Nationale Ziele und Möglichkeiten wurden berücksichtigt, und das Ergebnis stellte nicht jeden zufrieden; aber wichtig war die gemeinsame Richtung. Ein Ergebnis, das in den darauffolgenden Jahren freilich immer wieder zu kippen drohte, weil die Vereinigten Staaten als der wichtigste Treibhausgasemittent und mit ihnen Australien, Kanada sowie eine Zeitlang Rußland die ökonomischen Folgekosten nicht zu tragen bereit waren. Erst als Rußland im vergangenen Jahr einwilligte, das Protokoll zu unterzeichnen, weil es sich damit erhebliche Einnahmen über den im Abkommen vereinbarten Emissionshandel versprechen durfte, war der Weg für das Inkrafttreten des Kyoto-Protokolls frei. In die Euphorie heute spielt deshalb ein gut Teil Erleichterung mit hinein.

Das Experiment kann nun also beginnen. Falls alles glattläuft, wird am Ende des Jahrzehntes abgerechnet. Wer hat seine Reduktionsziele erreicht, wer nicht. Momentan spricht wenig dafür, daß es so kommt. Deutschland zum Beispiel wird sein von Umweltminister Trittin gestecktes Ziel, eine Verringerung um 25 Prozent gegenüber 1990, kaum erreichen. Seit ein paar Jahren stagniert man bei etwa sechzehn Prozent. Damit steht Deutschland zwar im internationalen Vergleich noch gut da, aber man findet sich in schlechter Gesellschaft all derer wieder, die sich ähnlich wie beim europäischen Stabilitätspakt Ausreden für die Überschreitung der selbstgesetzten Margen zu überlegen haben. Das Experiment läuft aber auch deshalb nicht eben glatt, weil man eigentlich lange vor dem Abrechnungsdatum auf dem Weg zu viel ehrgeizigeren Zielen sein wollte. Die Deckelung der Kohlendioxydkonzentration in der Luft bei dem doppelten Wert der vorindustriellen Ära - eine der gängigen Forderungen aus der Wissenschaft - ist mit einer fünfprozentigen Reduktion, wie jetzt im Kyoto-Protokoll festgelegt, unmöglich zu erreichen. Sechzig bis achtzig Prozent müßten es nach Expertenmeinung im Laufe der nächsten Jahrzehnte schon werden.

Hier beginnt das eigentliche Experiment. Erst dann kommt es zum Schwur. Wird die Staatengemeinschaft, wenn sie denn die Sektgläser glücklich geleert hat, bereit sein, diese großen Schritte zu gehen - unter einer nach wie vor unklaren Risikolage und unter den Vorzeichen der gebotenen Verhältnismäßigkeit? Von den widerspenstigen Vereinigten Staaten, aber auch von den wachstumsfreudigen asiatischen und südamerikanischen Schwellenländern wird viel abhängen, wird viel Entgegenkommen erwartet. Im G-8-Verbund verhandelt man das unter der Führung des britischen Premiers Blair zur Zeit eingehend. Blairs standhafter Einsatz für die Klimawissenschaften, die die Notwendigkeit und vor allem die Möglichkeit sehen, das Weltklima kontrollieren und zumindest die schlimmsten Auswüchse des Klimawandels abwenden zu können, dürfte die Richtung der kommenden Jahre vorgeben. Es ist die einzige Haltung, die das Experiment überhaupt zum Erfolg führen kann. Vorausgesetzt, die Prämissen stimmen und die Klimahändler müssen beim Handeln nicht plötzlich irgendwann feststellen, daß die Natur allen Zähmungsversuchen zum Trotz ihre eigenen Wege geht. Dann bleibt zu hoffen, daß man in den Klimaschutzplänen auch präventive Maßnahmen vorgesehen hat, die möglichst viele Menschen vor den Folgen des unausweichlichen Klimawandels zu schützen vermögen.
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ÜBERSCHRIFT: Großer Schritt für die Menschen, aber nur ein kleiner für das Klima; 
Sieben Jahre nach seiner Verabschiedung tritt heute das Kioto-Protokoll in Kraft. 141 Nationen verpflichten sich, ihre CO2 Produktion zu reduzieren, um den Treibhauseffekt zu verringern

HIGHLIGHT: 

Sieben Jahre nach seiner Verabschiedung tritt heute das Kioto-Protokoll in Kraft. 141 Nationen verpflichten sich, ihre CO2 Produktion zu reduzieren, um den Treibhauseffekt zu verringern

TEXT:


Endlich ist es so weit: Nach fast acht Jahren zähen Ringens ist heute das Kioto-Protokoll völkerrechtlich verbindlich in Kraft getreten. 

Dennoch wollte bei den weltweiten Feiern nirgendwo Euphorie aufkommen. Klaus Töpfer, Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms, warnte: "Wenn man sich ansieht, wie drastisch der Ausstoß von Treibhausgasen steigt, wird klar: Wir brauchen neue Lösungen, und zwar am besten sofort." 

Was Kioto bringt, wie das Protokoll funktioniert, wer seine Einhaltung kontrolliert und was sich in den USA regt

brennpunkt SEITE 3 wirtschaft und umwelt SEITE 9
____________________________________________________________________________________

Berliner Zeitung

UN fordern mehr Klimaschutz

Chef der Internationalen Umweltbehörde verlangt von Deutschland mehr Einsatz gegen Treibhausgase / Töpfer: Kampf noch nicht gewonnen

Jörg Michel
BERLIN, 15. Februar. Der Leiter der Umweltbehörde der Vereinten Nationen, Klaus Töpfer, hat die Bundesregierung zu stärkeren Anstrengungen beim Klimaschutz aufgerufen. "Auch Deutschland wird noch mehr tun müssen, um die durch Kyoto und die gemeinsame EU-Politik gesetzten Ziele verlässlich zu erreichen", sagte Töpfer im Interview der Berliner Zeitung. Töpfer äußerte sich anlässlich des Inkrafttretens des Klimaschutzprotokolls von Kyoto an diesem Mittwoch. Acht Jahre nach der Unterzeichnung des Abkommens im japanischen Kyoto wird das Ereignis in zahlreichen Veranstaltungen rund um den Globus feierlich gewürdigt.

In dem Abkommen hatten sich viele Staaten verpflichtet, den Ausstoß klimaschädigender Treibhausgase bis 2012 um etwas mehr als fünf Prozent gegenüber 1990 zu senken. Deutschland hatte sich in dem Vertrag festgelegt, die Emissionen der sechs wichtigsten Treibhausgase um 21 Prozent zu reduzieren. Davon hat die Bundesrepublik bislang knapp 19 Prozent erreicht. 

Umweltverbände kritisieren allerdings, dass der Abbau der Emissionen in Deutschland zuletzt de facto zum Stillstand gekommen ist. In einem gemeinsamen Brief an Trittin hatten sie davor gewarnt, dass Deutschland ohne zusätzliche Maßnahmen die im Kyoto-Vertrag eingegangenen Verpflichtungen verfehlen könnte.

Trittin hatte wegen des Stillstandes beim Abbau der Emissionen auch das über den Kyoto-Vertrag hinaus gehende Nationale Klimaschutzziel aufgeben müssen. Rot-Grün wollte den Ausstoß von Kohlendioxid bis zum Ende dieses Jahres um ein Viertel senken. Bislang wurden nach Daten des Umweltbundesamtes allerdings nur 16 Prozent erreicht.

International hinken viele Staaten beim Klimaschutz noch sehr viel stärker hinterher. Uno-Umweltchef Töpfer forderte deswegen alle Unterzeichnerstaaten des Kyoto-Protokolls auf, ihre Zusagen auch einzuhalten. "Das ist eine große Herausforderung. Ich bin mir noch nicht sicher, dass alle dies schaffen", sagte er. 

Nach Erhebungen des UN-Klimasekretariats sind viele Länder wie Spanien, Italien oder die EU noch weit von ihren Zusagen entfernt. In den wichtigsten Industrienationen ist der Ausstoß von Treibhausgasen allein im Jahr 2002 wieder um acht Prozent gestiegen. 

Töpfer würdigte das Kyoto-Protokoll als entscheidenden Schritt für den Klimaschutz. Er betonte aber zugleich: "Mit dem Kyoto-Protokoll alleine haben wir den Kampf gegen die drohende, drastische Erwärmung des Klimas noch lange nicht gewonnen." Die Auswirkungen des Klimawandels seien unübersehbar. "Denken Sie nur an die Zunahme extremer Wetterereignisse wie Dürre oder Fluten", so der CDU-Politiker und ehemalige Bundesumweltminister. 

Der UN-Umweltchef forderte neue langfristige Ziele. "Ich halte eine weltweite Minderung von Treibhausgasen um 50 bis 60 Prozent bis zur Mitte dieses Jahrhunderts für notwendig und möglich", so Töpfer. Neben den bisherigen Instrumenten wie dem Ausbau erneuerbarer Energien brauche man auch neue Ideen. Töpfer schlug internationale Klima-Partnerschaften zwischen großen Unternehmen, Städten und Regionen vor. Wachstumsstarke Staaten wie China oder Indien müssten besser beim Klimaschutz unterstützt werden. Auch technische Innovationen etwa bei Kraftwerken müssten stärker gefördert werden.

____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Protocolo de Kioto entra en vigencia 

El Protocolo de Kioto, suscrito por 141 países para frenar el calentamiento global, entró en vigencia este miércoles. 
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Estados Unidos y Australia se han abstenido de firmar el protocolo de Kioto


El acuerdo, que pasó a ser un tratado legalmente vinculante a las 05:00 GMT, exige al mundo industrializado -como un todo- un recorte del 5,2% de los gases de efecto invernadero para 2012. 

Se han establecido metas particulares para cada país, según sus niveles de contaminación. 

La mayoría de las naciones industrializadas han ratificado el acuerdo, con la promesa de reducir las emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero. 

Especial: Kioto, ¿y ahora qué?
Un total de 141 países han suscrito el Protocolo de Kioto, pero Estados Unidos y Australia se han abstenido. 

Ausencia estadounidense 

Debido a la ausencia de EE.UU., la efectividad del protocolo se verá reducida, pese a que cuenta con el apoyo de los demás países industrializados. 

El presidente de EE.UU., George W. Bush abandonó el acuerdo en 2001 porque, explicó, podría perjudicar la economía estadounidense. 

El director del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, declaró que Kioto es sólo un primer paso y que todavía falta mucho por hacer para frenar el calentamiento global y sus posibles efectos en el clima mundial. 

El tratado entró en vigencia 90 días después de que Rusia tomara la crucial decisión de ratificarlo, en noviembre de 2004. 

La aceptación de este país fue fundamental porque, para que el acuerdo fuera efectivo, se requería el apoyo de las naciones responsables de al menos el 55% de las emisiones contaminantes. 
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Rusia ratificó el acuerdo en noviembre de 2004. 


Pero naciones en desarrollo de rápido crecimiento como China e India están al margen del acuerdo. 

"Las naciones al margen del tratado afirman que tomarán medidas por su cuenta, pero me pregunto si van a funcionar", comentó el ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Japón, Nobutaka Machimura. 

"Seguiremos pidiéndoles que suscriban el Protocolo". 

Protestas ambientalistas 

Grupos ambientalistas realizan protestas en todo el mundo, incluso en Kioto, para marcar la entrada en vigencia del acuerdo y criticar a Estados Unidos. 

La principal ceremonia para marcar la entrada en vigencia del Protocolo tendrá lugar en la antigua ciudad japonesa donde se alcanzó el acuerdo en 1997. Hablará, entre otros, Wangari Maathai, Premio Nóbel de la Paz . 

Ecologista y vice ministra de Medio Ambiente de Kenia, Maathai ha dicho que el tratado no sólo requerirá el esfuerzo de gobiernos y empresas, sino también un cambio en la forma de vida de la gente común. 

Participe: ¿qué puedo hacer?
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Una de las razones por las cuales algunos países no quieren apoyar el Protocolo de Kioto es que no quieren alterar sus costumbres excesivamente consumistas [image: image37.png]




Wangari Maathai, Premio Nóbel de la Paz 


"Una de las razones por las cuales algunos países no quieren apoyar el Protocolo de Kioto es que no quieren alterar sus costumbres excesivamente consumistas", afirmó Maathai, la primera mujer africana que ganó el Premio Nóbel de la Paz. 

"Una de las maneras de cambiar eso es aprender a reutilizar numerosos recursos que generalmente utilizamos y enseguida descartamos" dijo Maathai 

Tarea difícil 

Sin embargo, incluso para los países que han suscrito el Protocolo de Kioto, alcanzar las metas podría resultar difícil. 
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Activistas se han estado manifestado en todo el mundo para marcar la entrada en vigencia del tratado.


Un ejemplo es Canadá, uno de los primeros signatarios del tratado. Esta nación industrializada no posee un claro plan para lograr sus objetivos en cuanto a la reducción de los gases de efecto invernadero. 

Además, lejos de haber disminuido, sus emisiones contaminantes han crecido un 20% desde 1990. 

Japón, por su parte, no está seguro de poder cumplir su requerimiento legal de reducir los gases de efecto invernadero un 6% -es decir, a los niveles de 1990- para 2012. 

"Haremos todo lo posible para respetar el Protocolo", aseguró Takashi Omura, un funcionario del ministerio de Medio Ambiente japonés. 

"No va a ser fácil, pero tampoco es algo imposible".

  El miércoles entra en vigor Protocolo de Kyoto

Sin el apoyo de EU pero sí con el de Rusia, iniciará programa de reducción de gases

Redacción

____________________________________________________________________________________________

El Universal

Lunes 14 de febrero de 2005

El próximo miércoles 16 entrará en vigor el Protocolo de Kyoto, lo que supone la disminución de la emisión de gases causantes del calentamiento terrestre.

Y aunque el director del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, se congratuló por la inminente entrada en vigor del protocolo, que cuenta ya con Rusia, Estados Unidos todavía no se ha sumado.

Toepfer dijo que "tras años de avances a paso de tortuga, el mundo puede ahora caminar hacia la reducción de los gases que provocan el `efecto invernadero` y que amenazan al planeta y sus habitantes con la miseria". Sin embargo, dijo que "Kioto es sólo un primer paso y serán necesarias reducciones (en la emisión de gases) aún mayores para estabilizar la atmósfera y el sistema climático mundial".

El acuerdo contempla una reducción de 5 por ciento cada cinco años de las emisiones de gas con "efecto invernadero", como el dióxido de carbono (CO2), principal causa del cambio climático. Científicos han expresado que sólo una reducción de 30 por ciento y 50 por ciento en las emisiones de gas para 2050 respecto de los niveles de 1990 detendrá las catastróficas consecuencias del efecto invernadero. (Con información de EFE y Notimex)

____________________________________________________________________________________

Colombia Universal / Amparo Díaz / PNUMA  

Hoy entra en vigor el Protocolo de Kioto

BOGOTÁ Colombia. --- El 16 de febrero del 2005 será recordado en la historia como el día en que la humanidad dio un paso fundamental hacia su supervivencia a largo plazo al poner en marcha el Protocolo de Kyoto. Pese al difícil recorrido para llegar a esta entrada en vigor, los efectos del Protocolo de Kyoto sólo podrán ser contundentes en la medida en que sea realmente aplicado por los Estados, las empresas y las poblaciones de cada país, en particular por los principales emisores de gases que causan el calentamiento de la Tierra.

En Colombia, la entrada en vigor del Protocolo tendrá como escenario simbólico, la Sala del Agua en Maloka. El acto iniciará a las 9:00 am, y seguirá la siguiente agenda:

Video (3 minutos)

Presentación de los aspectos generales de Colombia frente a la Convención y el Protocolo. Carlos Costa, director del IDEAM Comunicado Nacional de Cambio Climático.

Presentación del Programa Nacional de Adaptación.

Presentación del Proyecto INAP. Alberto Chueca, representante residente Banco Mundial en Colombia

Comunicado mundial por la entrada en vigor del Protocolo. Adelina Paiva, representante residente adjunta del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para la Desarrollo

Avances en la implementación del Protocolo en Colombia. Sandra Suárez Pérez, ministra del Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial

Entre tanto, desde Nairobi, sede del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) su director ejecutivo Klaus Toepfer, señaló que "tras años de avances a paso de tortuga, el mundo puede ahora caminar hacia la reducción de los gases que provocan el "efecto invernadero" y que amenazan al planeta y sus habitantes con la miseria". Sin embargo, advirtió que "Kyoto es sólo un primer paso y serán necesarias reducciones (en la emisión de gases) aún mayores para estabilizar la atmósfera y el sistema climático mundial". El alto funcionario de la ONU afirmó que la entrada en vigor del Protocolo supondrá "el desbloqueo de nuevas formas de ayuda a los países en vías de desarrollo para reducir la quema de carbón y desarrollar energías renovables".

El Protocolo de Kyoto es por tanto también un programa básico para luchar contra la pobreza. Recientemente el Informe del Panel Intergubernamental sobre Cambio Climático (IPCC, en inglés http://www.ipcc.ch/ ) reveló que de no tomarse medidas aceleradas África, el continente más pobre, sufrirá más enfermedades, hambrunas y pobreza por el calentamiento terrestre. Con temperaturas altas, por ejemplo, el mosquito que transmite la malaria, enfermedad que mata a 3.000 niños africanos cada día, podrá adaptarse a zonas más altas. De este modo, su radio de acción llegará a zonas que hoy no están siendo afectadas por esta desastrosa enfermedad, típica de la pobreza extrema. Por eso el Protocolo de Kyoto es un instrumento directamente relacionado con los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio http://www.undp.org/spanish/mdgsp/ y http://unmp.forumone.com/spanish.html

Las hambrunas, la carencia del agua, los desastres naturales, todo ello está atado al cambio climático. El director ejecutivo del PNUMA recordó que 2004 fue un año de “desastres naturales relacionados con el clima, que probablemente se convertirán en habituales a menos que se ataje el cambio climático".

Tras varios años de espera, la entrada en vigor del Protocolo de Kyoto es posible mañana gracias a que el pasado 18 de noviembre el Gobierno ruso entregó el instrumento de ratificación al secretario general de las Naciones Unidas, Kofi Annan, durante la reunión que el Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU celebraba en Nairobi. Ese día comenzaron a contarse los 90 reglamentarios para que comience a actuar este mecanismo, al haber sido ratificado por países que emitan más del 55 por ciento de los gases contaminantes, según los índices establecidos en 1990. La industria rusa, responsable del 17,4 por ciento de las emisiones de gases tóxicos del planeta, permitió de forma automática la acción del Protocolo, en un esfuerzo mundial por detener paulatina las emisiones de los gases contaminantes que destruyen la capa de ozono y provocan el efecto invernadero.

¿Qué implica la activación del Protocolo de Kyoto?

Al menos 35 países industrializados y la Comunidad Europea se comprometen ante el mundo a reducir a niveles inferiores a los 1990 sus emisiones combinadas de seis gases principales causantes del efecto de invernadero durante el quinquenio 2008-2012.

Esfuerzo internacional para reducir la emisión de gases en un 5,2 por ciento respecto a los niveles de 1990 en el período de 2008 a 2012.

El mercado internacional de emisiones de carbón se verá impulsado. El régimen de "intercambio de emisiones" que establece el Protocolo permite a los países industrializados comprar y vender entre sí; este enfoque basado en el mercado debe mejorar la eficiencia y rentabilidad de las reducciones de emisiones.

El Mecanismo de Desarrollo Limpio recibirá un fuerte impulso y estimulará inversiones en proyectos en países en desarrollo que promueven el desarrollo sostenible a la vez que limitan las emisiones (de gases de efecto de invernadero).

El Fondo para la Adaptación, del Protocolo, establecido en el año 2001, puede hacerse operacional para asistir a los países en desarrollo a enfrentar los efectos negativos del cambio climático.

Mayor información:

PNUMA: www.pnuma.org
_________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

Le Protocole de Kyoto entre en vigueur le 16 février

Par Oumar Dieng

Journaliste à la PANA

Dakar, Sénégal (PANA) - Le Protocole de Kyoto sur les changements climatiques deviendra légalement contraignant le 16 février 2005, obligeant trente pays industrialisés à atteindre les objectifs de

réduction ou de limitation de leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre.

L'adoption du Protocole, signé à Kyoto au Japon en 1997, dépendait en fait de sa ratification par 55 pays parties à la Convention-cadre des Nations unies sur les changements climatiques (CCNUCC) et auteurs de 55 pour cent des émissions en 1990, année de référence.

Avant sa ratification par la Russie en octobre 2004, les 111 pays qui l'avaient approuvé ne représentaient que 44.2 pour cent des émissions de gaz à effet de serre (GES).

La Russie, qui représente à elle seule 17,7 pour cent de ces émissions, était donc la dernière chance pour l'entrée en vigueur du Protocole de Kyoto suite à la décision des Etats-Unis de ne pas le ratifier, estimant que les mesures qu'il édicte sont de nature à compromettre son développement industriel.

L'entrée en vigueur du Protocole de Kyoto signifie, entre autres, que le commerce d'émission de gaz à effet de serre qui deviendra dorénavant légal, permettra aux pays industrialisés d'acheter et de vendre des crédits d'émission.

Par ailleurs, le Mécanisme de développement propre (MDP) encourage les investissements dans les projets destinés à limiter les émissions de GES dans les pays en développement.

La communauté internationale a pris conscience de l'impact des émissions de gaz à effet de serre en adoptant, en 1992, la Convention-cadre des Nations unies sur les changements climatiques.

Entrée en vigueur en 1994, ce traité impose à ses signataires la mise en place de programmes nationaux de réduction des gaz à effet de serre. Les signataires sont également tenus de soumettre des rapports périodiques sur leurs actions de réduction tout en stabilisant leurs émissions à leur niveau de 1990, année de

référence.

Les changements climatiques compromettent gravement la réalisation des Objectifs du Millénaires pour le Développement (ODM), selon une étude co-réalisée par la Banque mondiale, la Banque africaine de développement (BAD), l'Union européenne, le PNUD et le PNUE.

"Les changements climatiques pourraient augmenter la prevalence de certaines maladies comme le paludisme, le choléra et la dysenterie et entraîner une diminution quantitative et qualitative d'un élément aussi indispensable à la santé que l'eau potable, ainsi qu'une aggravation de la malnutrition", indiquent les auteurs du rapport, ajoutant que ces perturbations climatiques devraient avoir pour conséquence de freiner la croissance économique, en Afrique en particulier, et aggraver l'insécurité alimentaire". 

Les Pays moins avancés (PMA) demandent des fonds pour s'adapter aux changements climatiques en vue de faire face à l'augmentation, au niveau planétaire, des perturbations climatiques qui provoquent inondations et sécheresses, indique-t-on. Ces demandes récurrentes sont posées sur la table des pays riches par les PMA à l'occasion de chaque conférence des parties.

Des manifestations officielles seront organisées à travers le monde pour célébrer l'entrée en vigueur du Protocole de Kyoto.

"Le 16 février marque le début d'une nouvelle ère dans les efforts internationaux de réduction des risques posés par les changements climatiques", a déclaré Mme Joke Waller-Hunter, la Secrétaire exécutive de la Convention des Nations unies sur les changements climatiques.

"Le Protocole de Kyoto offre de puissants outils et motivations aux gouvernements, au monde des affaires et aux consommateurs pour bâtir une économie respectueuse de l'environnement et promouvant le développement durable", a-t-elle dit.

Des messages vidéo seront délivrés mercredi à 22 heures (13 heures GMT), à Kyoto, ville japonaise qui a donné son nom au traité, en présence du ministre japonais de l'Environnement, Yuriko Koike qui sera le maître de cérémonie.

Les messages seront délivrés par le Secrétaire général de l'ONU Kofi Annan, le lauréat du Prix Nobel de la Paix, la Kenyane Wangari Maathai, le président de la Conférence des parties de la Convention-cadre sur les changements climatiques, le minister argentin de la Santé et de l'Environnement, Ginés González García et le président de la Commission européenne José Manuel Barroso,

L'entrée en vigueur du Protocole sera également célébrée dans d'autres villes du monde, notamment à Bruxelles, siège de l'Union

européenne, tandis que des séminaires seront organisés en Inde et au Maroc, deux pays qui ont abrité récemment des conférences des parties sur les changements climatiques.

Bonn, en Allemagne, qui abrite le secrétariat de la Convention-cadre des Nations unies sur les changements climatiques ne sera pas en reste.

____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kyoto Protocol comes into force 
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Environmentalists will hold protests to mark the beginning of Kyoto


The Kyoto Protocol, which aims to slow global warming, has come into force, seven years after being agreed. 

Some 141 countries - who account for about 55% of greenhouse gas emissions - have ratified the treaty, which pledges to cut these emissions by 5.2% by 2012. 

However, the US and Australia have abstained for economic reasons, and developing countries such as China and India are outside its framework. 

Kyoto, in Japan, will host the main ceremony to mark the occasion. 

The treaty has come into force 90 days after Russia's crucial decision to ratify it in November 2004. 

Russia's entry was vital, because for the treaty to work, it has to be ratified by nations accounting for at least 55% of greenhouse gas emissions. This target was only met after Russia joined. 

Individual targets 

The protocol, which became a legally binding treaty at midnight New York time (0500 GMT) on 16 February, demands a 5.2% cut in greenhouse gas emissions from the industrialised world as a whole, by 2012. Each country has been set its own individual targets according to its pollution levels. 

Growing developing countries China and India are outside the framework, a fact pointed out by US President George W Bush when he abandoned Kyoto as one of his first acts when taking office in 2001. 

"The countries outside the treaty say they will take measures on their own but I wonder if they can work," said Japan's Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura. 

"We want to continue urging them to join the protocol." 

Environmentalists plan to hold protests around the world to mark the treaty coming into force - with many targeting the United States. 

The main ceremony to mark the entry into force of Kyoto will be held in the ancient Japanese capital where the treaty was reached in 1997. Speakers are to include Nobel Peace prize winner Wangari Maathai. 

Ms Maathai, an ecologist and Kenya's deputy environment minister, said the Kyoto Protocol would require not just efforts from governments and businesses, but also a change in the way people lived. 

"One of the reasons why some of the countries don't want to support the Kyoto Protocol is exactly because they don't want to reduce their over-consumptive life pattern," Ms Maathai, the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize, said. 

"One way of reducing that over-consumption is by learning to reuse a lot of the resources that we use and just throw away." 

Tough goals 

But even for countries that have signed up to Kyoto, meeting the goals could be difficult. 

Canada, one of the treaty's first signatories, has no clear plan for reaching its target emission cuts. 

Far from cutting back, Canada's emissions have continued to grow, increasing by 20% since 1990. 

And Japan is also unsure it will be able to meet its legal requirement to slash emissions by 6% from 1990 levels by 2012. 

"Japan will make all efforts to respect the rules of the Protocol," said Takashi Omura, an official at the Japanese environment ministry. "It will neither be easy nor insurmountable." 

____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Pressure builds for US climate action 

As the Kyoto protocol on climate change comes into effect this week, the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, the US, remains on the sidelines. 
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The US is responsible for nearly a quarter of global greenhouse gas emissions


But the pressure on President George W Bush to re-engage with the international community to curb global warming may build in his second term. 

The US is responsible for nearly a quarter of carbon dioxide emissions worldwide, but President Bush refuses to budge on his opposition to mandatory restrictions. 

However, this is not the end of the story. 

The mood in Congress is becoming more favourable towards emissions cuts. At state level, action is already being taken. And an increasing number of large US firms are announcing plans to rein in energy consumption. 

Legislation 

In Congress, Republican Senator John McCain and Democratic Senator Joe Lieberman are about to reintroduce their Climate Stewardship Bill which narrowly failed to pass in the Senate two years ago.
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The legislation would establish a federal ceiling on carbon dioxide emissions and create an emissions trading system that would help companies meet the targets imposed. 

Senator McCain expects to fail again this time round, but is optimistic of succeeding before long. 

At a news conference last week he and Senator Lieberman shared the podium with a bipartisan group from both houses, and stressed that concern over global warming was growing and that it crossed party lines and geographic regions. 

One convert is a senior Republican senator from Nebraska, Chuck Hagel, who fought to keep the US from joining the Kyoto protocol but is now planning to introduce himself what he describes as "comprehensive climate change legislation". 

Nigel Purvis, an environment scholar at the Brookings Institution in Washington, says that on the issue of climate change, "the heart of the Republican party is moving". 

"The president is not completely in charge of his party. There is an evolution, with the president, whose bread is buttered with the fossil fuel industry, on one side," Mr Purvis told the BBC news website. 

On the other side, are some of the party's most popular figures, such as Senator McCain and California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, stars of the Republican convention in 2004. 

Regional initiatives 

In California, Mr Schwarzenegger has promised to defend legislation signed by his Democratic predecessor, Gray Davis, that would require carmakers to cut harmful emissions from cars and trucks sold in the state by about 30%, from 2016. 
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Environmental issues are high on the agenda in California but not in the Midwest or south


Other states have indicated they may follow suit, if the measure survives a legal challenge mounted by the carmakers last month. 

A number of states are already involved in regional initiatives on climate change. 

Mr Schwarzenegger and the governors of Washington and Oregon have jointly backed a series of recommendations to reduce global warming pollution. 

And in the north-east, nine states, six of them with Republican governors, are working together to develop an emissions trading scheme for carbon dioxide emissions from power plants. A number of other states are observers in the initiative. 

Judi Greenwald, Director of Innovative Solutions from the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, says there are various ways these initiatives could evolve. 

"It could be that this just continues and we wind up with policy from the bottom up as opposed to from the top down," she says. 

"Or, it could be that enough of this work goes on at state and regional level that national policymakers may feel they want to do something more co-ordinated." 

Push from businesses 

At the same time, many states in the Midwest and south, have not made any moves to tackle climate change. 
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Reinsurance industries are strongly in favour of policy action, as is an increasing number of energy companies like BP, Shell, Chevron and the high tech sector 

Professor Stephen Schneider, Stanford University


The issue barely registered in last autumn's presidential elections, and an annual Gallup Poll carried out just under a year ago reported that global warming was "a bit of a yawn" to most Americans. The poll did, however, find that 51% of people did find it worth worrying about. 

Professor Stephen Schneider of Stanford University predicts it will actually be the business community that will push this administration or, more likely, the next one into international action. 

A number of multinationals, particularly those with operations that will come under the Kyoto protocol are in favour of action, he says. 

"Reinsurance industries are strongly in favour of policy action, as are an increasing number of energy companies like BP, Shell, Chevron and the hi-tech sector." 
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The Bush administration is unlikely to have a change of heart over global warming soon


He sees businesses pushing for change because of commercial opportunities in the growing market for clean and efficient technologies. And he says there are advantages to joining an emissions trading system earlier rather than later. 

"If the US engages on an international level in say five or 10 years, under an ideologically different administration, much of the 'low hanging fruit' - the lowest cost opportunities to cut carbon dioxide abroad via trading mechanisms - will have already been bought up by Japanese and European firms." 

It could actually prove more expensive, he argues, for the US to "sit on the sidelines... while its political machinery plays catch-up to the rest of the world". 

Some companies are already setting voluntary limits. 

A number, including DuPont, American Electric Power, Ford and Motorola have formed the Chicago Climate Exchange, which allows member companies to buy and sell emission "credits" to help them meet self-imposed cuts. 

UK Prime Minister Tony Blair says he will press the administration to re-engage with other countries on climate change, during the UK's G8 presidency. 

But some commentators say that Mr Blair would be better off looking to the next generation of US political leaders. 

Peter Frumhoff of the Union of Concerned Scientists foresees public pressure for action on climate change steadily building on the White House - but he does not envisage an early change of heart by the Bush administration. 

"Mandatory cuts are inevitable," says the Brookings Institution's Nigel Purvis. "The trend is good - but the pace will be slow." 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Star Tribune
Global warming treaty takes effect today -- but without U.S. 

February 16, 2005 UPDA0216 
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• The latest: Nearly eight years after it was negotiated, the Kyoto Protocol to curtail greenhouse gases went into effect today without the participation of the country that produces more than a fifth of the world's heat-trapping exhaust: the United States.

A total of 140 countries have ratified the pact, the first major international effort to reduce the industrial greenhouse gas emissions that many scientists believe have caused global warming over the past century.

But under the terms of the Kyoto treaty, only developed nations will have to cut greenhouse gases. Thirty-five have agreed to reach defined targets by 2012.

• Criticism and praise: Critics of the treaty, including U.S. officials, argue that it places the developed world at a competitive disadvantage. Emerging economic giants such as China are expanding energy use but are not required under the pact to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

U.N. officials and numerous heads of state praised the treaty's formal launch.

"We have been waiting so long for the start of the Kyoto Protocol, there is a sense this is historic," Joke Waller-Hunter, the executive secretary of the U.N. Framework Conference on Climate Change, said from Kyoto, where diplomats gathered to commemorate the treaty. "We all know it is only a first step. But you don't start walking without a first step."

• The application: The consensus of even the strongest Kyoto supporters is that the pact alone will barely make a dent in the global warming problem -- especially without the United States, which along with Australia is the only large developed nation not taking part.

Worldwide emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, mainly released during the burning of fossil fuels, are still expected to increase despite Kyoto because of the growing output from developing nations.

And it is far from certain that the 35 countries agreeing to reduce greenhouse gases will do so. Meanwhile, European leaders are pressing to move beyond Kyoto. On Tuesday, French President Jacques Chirac called for wealthy nations to slash emissions to a fourth of current levels by 2050. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Washington Post

Kyoto Treaty Takes Effect Today

Impact on Global Warming May Be Largely Symbolic

By Shankar Vedantam

Washington Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, February 16, 2005; Page A04 
The Kyoto treaty to reduce global warming goes into effect today after seven years of wrangling, harangues, and dramatic entrances and exits by Russia and the United States. 

The global environmental movement calls it a historic victory, but critics in the industry and elsewhere say the bang could end in a whimper: Emissions of carbon dioxide will continue to rise, many of the cuts in greenhouse gases claimed under Kyoto probably would have happened anyway, and its future could be derailed by the stony opposition of the Bush administration. 

Supporters acknowledge those realities but argue that the real impact of the treaty is not tangible. 

"The greatest value is symbolic," said Eileen Claussen, president of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, an independent research and advocacy organization that works with many large companies interested in addressing the risks of global warming. 

With the United States on the sidelines, the Kyoto treaty could end up as ineffectual as the post-World War I League of Nations. But by uniting the vast majority of the world's nations, Kyoto could equally be the harbinger of an international model that rewards pollution-cutting innovation and pushes countries and companies to pursue cleaner forms of growth. 

The treaty is aimed at controlling global warming linked to carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. It was negotiated in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997. Although the United States helped shape it, President Bush pulled the United States out as soon as he took office. 

The pact, ratified by 141 nations, limits emissions from 35 industrialized countries. Developing countries were exempted from limits to give them a chance to catch up with the economic development of the industrialized world. 

Australia and the United States have refused to join. Bush administration officials said the treaty would hurt the economy and is ineffective and discriminatory because large, rapidly industrializing countries such as China and India escape the limits. Moreover, they say, many countries, including Japan and several in the European Union, are unlikely to meet their emission-control targets and will have to buy "credits" -- most likely from Russia, which will have plenty to sell because many of its industrial plants shut down during the economic meltdown in the 1990s. 

"They are going to take credit for sagging economies and flat populations," said James L. Connaughton, chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality. Bush's proposals for voluntary emission controls and incentives to develop clean technologies would have as much impact on American emissions as Europe would achieve under Kyoto, he said. 

Claussen disputed Connaughton's claim. And Robert Donkers, an environment counselor for the European Union in Washington, said binding limits are needed for countries and companies to make the investments needed to cut emissions. 

"It is not just the European Union versus the United States," he said. "This is Australia and the United States against the rest of the world." 

Mountains of paper and oceans of ink have been expended debating Kyoto, but the ultimate fate of the treaty may be determined by what happens not within the Beltway but under the polar ice caps. 

Global temperatures are indisputably rising -- and, while there are persistent skeptics, the vast majority of scientists say human activity is to blame. 

Rising temperatures have already been linked to impacts on agriculture, coastal areas and public health. Melting ice caps could raise sea levels and inundate coastal areas, scientists say. Changes in ocean temperature could disrupt the Gulf Stream and make Europe much colder, said Annie Petsonk, international counsel at Environmental Defense, an advocacy organization. Tropical diseases such as malaria are spreading into new areas as a result of climate change in Africa, said Ken Newcombe, a senior manager at the World Bank, which has been setting up a system to help developing countries invest in clean technologies and sell credits to wealthy nations under the Kyoto accord. 

It is no coincidence that as the treaty takes effect, a slew of bipartisan legislative proposals to control greenhouse gases are being introduced in Congress. And some states are taking matters into their own hands. California is demanding steep reductions in vehicle emissions. Several northeastern states are banding together to limit greenhouse emissions and set up the kind of trading system that could easily blend into the Kyoto model. 

"Arizona is moving forward because they see droughts, wildfires," said Pew's Claussen. "North Carolina is considering a comprehensive policy because they are concerned about the barrier islands." 

No one expects the Bush administration to change course, but dealing with a hodgepodge system might eventually prove more expensive to American industry than outright participation in a global system, said Robert W. Fri, a board member at American Electric Power Co., which burns more coal than any other utility in the United States. 

The treaty's activation this week will intensify a debate in corporate boardrooms over the cost of doing nothing vs. the cost of doing something, said Fri, who formerly headed the environmental advocacy group Resources for the Future. He and Claussen said most American companies acknowledge -- at least in private -- that global controls on greenhouse gas emissions are inevitable. Farsighted companies, they said, want a seat at the bargaining table and are investing in cleaner technologies. 

Both sides agree on one thing: The most contentious battles over controlling greenhouse emissions lie ahead. 

Under the treaty, the European Union committed to reducing its emissions 8 percent below 1990 levels; Japan and Canada committed to a 6 percent cut; and Russia, whose entry three months ago provided the quorum needed to put the treaty into effect, committed to limit emissions right at 1990 levels. The United States would have had to limit emissions at 7 percent below 1990 levels, Petsonk said. 

That would have been a prescription for disaster, said the White House's Connaughton, adding that it would have cost 5 million jobs and $400 billion annually. "The problem with Kyoto is it tried to reverse before we had put the brakes on and come to a stop," he said. 

Connaughton and Frank Maisano, an energy lobbyist and former spokesman for a defunct industry coalition on climate change, said that rather than limit emissions, the United States should help spread clean technology in the developing world. 

By 2010, said William O'Keefe, a former oil industry executive who now works at the Marshall Institute, an advocacy organization, developing countries will account for the bulk of greenhouse emissions. Maisano endorsed a recent proposal by Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) to develop and spread clean technology. Rather than set limits on emissions, the proposal seeks to set efficiency standards. 

Environmentalists dispute Connaughton's estimate of the costs and say the administration is ignoring a fundamental reality: Improving efficiency, while necessary, will never suffice to lower greenhouse gas levels. 

"You can't solve global warming by increasing emissions," said Jeremy Symons, manager of the global warming program at the National Wildlife Federation, an advocacy group. "That is what we are doing now. That is what President Bush is doing. You can't stop an environmental problem by increasing pollution." 

The countries that ratified Kyoto believe that wealthy countries need to demonstrate a commitment to reducing emission levels in the first phase of the treaty, from 2008 to 2012, before the developing world can be asked to make cuts. 

"You can't expect developing countries to waive their right to grow because the industrialized countries for the last 100 years have eaten all the cake," said Donkers of the European Union delegation in Washington. 

Many environmentalists are getting behind a proposal by Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Joseph I. Lieberman (D-Conn.) that would impose modest emission limits in the United States and establish a trading system analogous to Kyoto to give American companies a financial incentive to develop technologies that lower emissions. 

McCain said Thursday that it is time to end the wrangling over global warming. If scientists are wrong about the catastrophic consequences of greenhouse gases, efforts to limit emissions would still result in cleaner air and a more competitive industrial base, he said. 

"Given the high stakes involved -- the future of our children and our grandchildren, not to mention the future of the planet as we inherited it -- which approach are you willing to bet on?" he asked. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde

M.Jacques CHIRAC préside une table ronde sur les changements climatiques.

Palais de l'Elysée - Paris - mardi 15 février 2005

M.Jacques CHIRAC a présidé mardi 14 février 2005 au Palais de l'Elysée, une table ronde sur le changement climatique.

 A cette occasion le Chef de l'Etat a estimé que le protocole de Kyoto n'était qu'un premier pas dans la lutte contre le réchauffement climatique et qu'il fallait aller beaucoup plus loin en divisant par quatre d'ici 2050  les émissions de gaz à effet de serre des pays développés.

 LE MONDE

La France veut aller au-delà des objectifs fixés par Kyoto

Alors que le protocole sur la réduction des gaz à effet de serre entre en vigueur mercredi 16  février, Jacques Chirac propose de diviser par quatre les émissions de CO2 d'ici à 2050. La Grande-Bretagne est aussi déterminée à faire plus.

"Kyoto n'est qu'un premier pas. Nous devrons aller beaucoup plus loin et diviser par quatre, d'ici à 2050, les émissions de gaz à effet de serre de l'ensemble des pays développés." Par ces mots prononcés, mardi 15 février, le président Jacques Chirac a confirmé l'engagement de la France pour un objectif des plus ambitieux : réduire de 75 % ses émissions en 2050, alors que le Protocole de Kyoto n'exige que 5 % en 2010 pour les pays développés.

Cette annonce intervient alors que le Protocole entre en vigueur mercredi 16 février. M. Chirac s'exprimait en conclusion d'une table ronde consacrée au changement climatique, et à laquelle assistaient notamment Rajendra Pachauri, président du Groupe intergouvernemental sur l'évolution du climat, et Michel Jarraud, secrétaire général de l'Organisation météorologique mondiale.

M. Chirac confirme l'objectif fixé pour la France en 2050, affiché en février 2003 par M. Raffarin et dans le Plan Climat de juillet 2004. La France s'inscrit ainsi aux côtés du Royaume-Uni. En février 2003, le premier ministre Tony Blair écrivait, dans le Livre Blanc sur l'énergie, définissant la politique énergétique britannique dans les prochaines années : "Nous montrons la voie en plaçant le Royaume-Uni sur le chemin d'une réduction de 60 % de ses émissions de gaz carbonique en 2050." M. Blair a, depuis toujours, manifesté l'importance qu'il accorde au problème climatique, le qualifiant le 8 février devant les Communes de "plus grand défi à long terme pour l'économie mondiale".

La Grande-Bretagne a fait du changement climatique l'un des deux thèmes prioritaires, avec l'Afrique, du G8 qu'elle préside cette année. L'enjeu essentiel est de ramener les Etats-Unis, qui ont rejeté le Protocole de Kyoto en 2001, dans la discussion sur le climat, mais aussi les grands pays émergents, au premier rang desquels la Chine. L'absence d'engagement de celle-ci dans le Protocole de Kyoto est un des motifs du refus du traité par M. Bush.

Londres a donc fixé trois buts au G8, afin de retrouver des dénominateurs communs à tous : établir "une solide fondation sur la science" ; "trouver un accord sur le développement de la technologie et d'autres mesures" ; "engager les pays n'appartenant pas au G8 et ayant des besoins croissants d'énergie, tels la Chine et l'Inde" sur la façon de les satisfaire d'une manière supportable.

M. Chirac évoquera la question du climat avec M. Bush, qu'il rencontrera le 21 février à Bruxelles. "Notre premier objectif cette année, a indiqué le président de la République, doit être de réengager les Etats-Unis dans l'effort international de lutte contre le changement climatique."

Mais l'objectif de diminuer par quatre les émissions en 2050 ne risque-t-il pas de faire l'effet d'un chiffon rouge sur le président Bush ? C'est la question qui se pose à Bruxelles, où l'Union européenne hésite à reprendre à son compte cette mesure. La position de la France, venant après celle de la Grande-Bretagne, pourrait faire pencher la balance. Le document préparatoire au Conseil européen qui doit réunir les chefs des Etats membres, en mars, inclut cet objectif : "Le groupe des pays industrialisés devrait envisager des stratégies pour réduire ses émissions de gaz à effet de serre de plus de 15 % en 2020 et de 60 % à 80 % en 2050, par rapport aux niveaux de 1990."

Si certains hésitent à prendre cet engagement qui pourrait braquer les Etats-Unis, d'autres pensent qu'il est indispensable pour faire venir les grands pays du Sud dans le processus de Kyoto et de réduction des émissions. D'ores et déjà, la Chine rejette dans l'atmosphère plus de gaz carbonique (3 270 millions de tonnes en 2002) que l'Union européenne (3 207). Si l'Europe confirme qu'elle est prête à aller plus loin que ses engagements de Kyoto, elle devrait avoir un effet d'entraînement sur les grands pays du Sud. Les Européens auront donc à choisir : apaiser les Etats-Unis ou convaincre la Chine ?

Indépendamment de cet effet d'affichage, la France et la Grande-Bretagne auront à prouver qu'elles sont capables de tenir leurs promesses. Dans ses conclusions, mardi matin, M. Chirac préconise "la réhabilitation énergétique des habitats anciens", "une réflexion particulière sur le transport aérien, qui doit assumer sa part de l'effort de réduction des émissions", le "renforcement des normes existantes" sur les véhicules automobiles. Il n'est pas certain que de telles actions soient à la mesure des réductions envisagées.

M. Blair a ainsi renvoyé aux calendes l'idée d'une taxe sur les émissions de gaz carbonique par les avions. "Combien de responsables politiques confrontés à une élection voteraient pour mettre un terme aux voyages à bas prix ?", a-t-il remarqué devant les Communes le 8 février.

La politique française en matière de changement climatique n'est pas, elle non plus, exemplaire. Selon le Parti socialiste, qui devait présenter, mardi après-midi, un "Livre noir des politiques de la droite en matière d'environnement", le gouvernement manifeste une "passivité complète" sur le sujet du changement climatique. Le PS dénonce notamment la forte réduction des crédits pour financer les transports collectifs, le recul du service public ferroviaire et le développement du transport routier de marchandises.

Hervé Kempf

RECTIFICATIF. Dans notre dossier "Kyoto, An I", pages I à IV, le tableau de la page II comporte une erreur. Les émissions de CO2 des dix premiers pollueurs sont évaluées en millions de tonnes, et non en milliards comme indiqué.

• ARTICLE PARU DANS L'EDITION DU 16.02.05
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UN in the news

Kyoto Protocol enters into force 16 February

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change becomes legally binding 16 February 2005, forcing 30 industrialized nations to fulfill its objectives of reducing or limiting their greenhouse emissions. To enter into force, the Protocol adopted in 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, had to be ratified by 55 countries signatory to the United Nations Framework Convention on the Climate Change (UNFCCC) and emitting 55 percent of greenhouse gases in 1990. Before its ratification by Russia in October 2004, the 111 nations that had approved it accounted for only 44.2 percent of greenhouse emissions worldwide. Russia, which alone accounts for 17.7 percent of these emissions, was therefore the last chance for the Protocol entering into force following the US refusal to ratify it, claiming the measures therein would hamper its industrial development. Russia deposited its instrument of ratification with the United Nations on 18 November 2004, beginning the 90-day countdown to the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol. This means that under the Protocol, among others, trade of greenhouses gases will henceforth become legal, enabling the industrialized countries to buy and sell emission credits. Furthermore, the Clean Development Mechanism encourages investments in projects to limit greenhouse emission in developing countries.  "February 16 marks the advent of a new era in international efforts to reduce hazards from climate changes," observes Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the UNFCCC. "The Kyoto Protocol offers powerful motivation tools to governments, the business world and consumers to build environment friendly economies and promote sustainable development," she says. Video messages will be delivered Wednesday in Kyoto, the Japanese city after which the Protocol was named, at ceremonies under the aegis of Japanese environment minister Yuriko Koike. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, Nobel Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai of Kenya, the chairman of the Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC, Argentine health and environment minister Ginés González García and European Commission chairman José Manuel Barroso, are expected to speak at the ceremonies. Other cities, including the EU seat Brussels, will fete the entry into force of the Protocol, while workshops will be held in India and Morocco, two countries that recently hosted conferences of the parties on climate change. Similar events are also slated in Bonn, Germany, which hosts the UNFCCC secretariat. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng072763&dte=15/02/2005
General Environment News

Central Africa: Congo River Basin, a Reservoir of Biodiversity Threatened With Extinction

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Situated in the heart of Africa, the Congo River Basin is a body of forest and marine ecosystems that encompass the Central African countries of the Republic of Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon. The Congo Basin - considered the world's second ecological lung; the other being the Amazon basin - constitutes a huge reservoir of biodiversity. Its forests are now subject to excessive exploitation and some animals are threatened with extinction.  The future of these forests is threatened by illegal logging, the poaching of animals and the presence or emergence of diseases such as the Ebola virus. Illegal trade in forest products fuel deforestation. FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said 934,000 ha of forest were lost each year in the Congo Basin. The rate of deforestation varies from one country to the other in the sub-region but all told, according to the FAO, 8.26 million ha of forest have been lost in the Congo Basin between 1990 and 2000, equivalent to a loss of 137,000 ha a year. The level of reforestation is still low, the FAO says. It estimates that only 300,000 ha have been reforested. French President Jacques Chirac, who attended the Brazzaville summit, said the illegal trade in tropical wood from the basin will lead to considerable economic losses for the countries in the order of -10 million to -15 million (US $12.96 million to $19.45 million) each year. Moreover, animal species of the basin are subject to of unprecedented poaching. The other scourge that constitutes a real danger is the Ebola virus, even if it is contained to the border between ROC and Gabon. The source of the virus is not yet known. Indications gathered from the field by Magdalena Bermejo, a Spanish primatologist, show that it is spreading to the biggest reserve in central Africa, the Odzala Park in northern ROC. In 2003, Ebola decimated 500 of the 800 primates that populated the sanctuary of Lossi . When the Ebola epidemic appeared in 1970 in the DRC, dozens of people were killed. The virus kills 50 percent to 90 percent of cases. An international group of 29 partners - countries of the basin, the G8, international NGOs, UN agencies such as the FAO, which brought its expertise - are financing the 2004-2013 convergence plan, a platform of priority actions for the development of the forest sector. COMIFAC is implementing this plan. An investment of $1.3 billion is needed. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502150093.html
The Sun's Rays Power up Laptops for Primary Schools in Rwanda

Balancing Act (London): It is estimated that around nine out of ten Africans do not have access to electricity. Without electricity, many parts of Africa, particularly rural areas, cannot get access to electrical devices and thus cannot use mobiles or computers.  For the past six months Digital Links, a London-based charity, has been working with World Links to computerize primary schools in Rwanda. The collaboration between the two brings together the two themes of delivering renewable energy powered education and communication to one of the most disadvantaged countries in Africa. 94% of the schools, especially in rural areas, have no electricity supply. To answer this challenge, Digital Links developed a product consisting of a refurbished laptop powered by a solar PV (photovoltaic) panel, used in conjunction with a car battery, which provides a reservoir of power for the computer. As the laptops run on direct current, "there is little loss of power as the system bypasses the AC to DC transfer, which occurs when using standard mains electricity," says Digital Links CEO, David Sogan. The system is also flexible enough to work with any laptop, as "there are different fittings for different laptops," he said. When asked how successful the initiative has been in Rwanda, Sogan said it was still too early to evaluate its impact but so far the solar powered laptops "give on average about two to three hours use a day, with a little more if left to charge over the weekend," which is significant when considering these schools had no IT facilities before. To date, Digital Links has distributed 800 of these systems in Rwanda. A new project the charity is about to embark on is an initiative to establish 50 computer laboratories across Mozambique for teacher training purposes. In conjunction with the country's Ministry of Education who are funding the programme. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502150357.html
ICRAF to Conserve Medicinal Aloe Plant

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The International Centre for Research and Agro Forestry (ICRAF) has started a project in Nyando District to conserve the endangered Aloe Vera plant. The plant will then be exported to pharmaceutical firms in Australia. A pilot project to conserve the medicinal plant has been launched in Jimbo east sub-location within the district. The Aloe plant is threatened with extinction due to heavy destruction of forest cover in Nyakach, land degradation and harvesting by local residents. Aloe has a variety of uses. Its most important value is medicinal and some residents use it for treatment of skin ailments. The plant is also used for making hair conditioners and gels, among other beauty products. Due to the high demand for the plant by local pharmaceutical and cosmetic firms, it was quickly getting depleted. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502150711.html
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Reuters - Kyoto treaty enters into force


Reuters - Kyoto Protocol About to Bite, UN Calls it First Step
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Financial Times - Stumbling block that poses threat to Kyoto protocol


The Scotsman - The heat is on to tackle global warming, but can Kyoto deliver?


The Telegraph (India) - Big polluter at large, Kyoto takes a tiny step


The Indian Express - Kyoto protocol comes into play from today


PANA  - Kyoto Protocol enters into force 16 February


AlertNet - Kyoto Can't Save Us
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PANA - Le Protocole de Kyoto entre en vigueur le 16 février
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