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  UNEP going strong at 30 

BYLINE:  Klaus Toepfer
BODY:

We do not fully posses the telescope of time to know how the year 2002 will be viewed by future generations. But it is my hope that, when the historians' pencils are sharpened to weigh the impact of the whirlwind

of environment-related meetings, conferences and summits, they may record that the second year of the new millennium and United Nations Environment Programme(UNEP's) 30th anniversary was a defining moment in

the long march towards a more environmentally-sound, sustainable, healthier and fairer world.

It is too easy to view events such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg or the Finance for Development meeting in Monterrey, Mexico as just another round of high level nibbles, of political get-togethers that are merely prolonging the agony of the planet and the poor.

I believe we have, as a result of the negotiations and agreements that have marked 2002 and culminating in the WSSD, witnessed some real stirrings of intent, some clear routes of progress, that can transform the fine words of previous years and decades into real and genuine action.

The Plan of Implementation, and the many partnerships, agreed in South Africa has targets and it has time-tables on issues such as fisheries and wildlife to ones on drinking water and sanitation. It is already

focusing the work of the (UNEP) along with many other organizations and groups across the whole spectrum of society.

Indeed when environment ministers from across the globe meet at UNEP's headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, early next month, the WSSD Plan and the challenge of taking it forward, of delivering real and  meaningful

results, will be at the centre of the talks, at the centre of the decisions.

At WSSD, financial commitments were made in support of the Plan of  Implementation, partnerships and the Millennium Declaration goals in the areas of water and sanitation. These include $970 million from the

United States. Of this, $21 million are for some 21 water - and sanitation - related initiatives.  Similarly, the Plan of Implementation commitment on energy access will be accompanied by financial commitments from the EU of $700 million, the US of $43 million and 32 separate partnership initiatives worth up to $26 million.

Optimism also comes from the decision by Canada to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change. The eyes of the world are now on Russia to put its pen to this paper so it can come into force.

Meanwhile the new spirit of cooperation, the new vision, espoused by African leaders and ministers in the guise of the New Partnership for African Development or Nepad give us a new start for this most wondrous

of Continents, from where the human race took its first unsteady steps towards the diversity of civilisations and cultures we see today. 

Many African countries recognize that, only through partnership with each other, can a new dawn for their continent come.

There is also a real recognition that developed nations, committing funds to assist developing ones, need re-assurance that the cash will be well and effectively spent.

WSSD may have been a milestone but should not be seen in isolation from events such as the Doha, Qatar, trade talks and the Monterrey, Mexico Finance for Development meeting. I am also particularly delighted over

the outcome of our Global Judges Symposium held just prior to the Summit. Strengthening the use, development and awareness of such laws is one of the keys needed to unlock the environment for development agenda.

The International Year of the Mountains, ending in the summit in Bishkek where funds were pledged to clean up old nuclear dumps in Central Asia, was, I believe, a success. The International Year of Eco Tourism with

its summit in Quebec, has given us some good pointers as to how we can match the modern enthusiasm for tourism and leisure with conserving nature and generating income for local people. However, we clearly need

to urgently re-visit this issue to chart a more robust and effective course.

In 2002 UNEP also published two land-mark publications' the Global Environment Outlook 3 and the Africa Environment Outlook. These have not only contributed to our understanding of the threats and improvements

human-kind is creating for life on Earth, but also are building strong networks of researchers and centres in developing countries where environmental and developmental science is flourishing.

Working closely with the Global Environment Facility, the multi-billion dollar environment fund, we have launched important new projects on trying to restore damaged and degraded drylands in Africa to unravelling

the mysteries of the humble organisms that populate and bring fertility to the soils of tropical countries. We are also partners in the largest ever project undertaken to build the skills of developing nations in the area of genetically modified crops and foods.

At the Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Cartagena, Columbia, countries agreed a new, strengthened UNEP and it is gratifying to see that our funding is on the rise from a wider group of nations. This is a

vote for the environment and a vote for UNEP's improved ability to deliver. We have every intention to live up to our new and increasing responsibilities, especially in the months, years and decades to come.
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AlertNet (Reuters) 

Russia delays global warming pact, may  wreck deal

                     MOSCOW, Jan 15 (Reuters) - Russia, vital to the U.N. Kyoto  accord on global warming after the United States pulled out   in 2001, is not ready to ratify it for economic reasons and   this could cripple the pact, experts said on Wednesday.

                     The delay could cost Moscow billions of dollars, they added.

                     Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov told the Earth  Summit in Johannesburg last September that Russia would  ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, first agreed in  1997, "in the near future".

                     But Russia, which could boost revenues from a treaty clause allowing it to sell some of its pollution quota, has set no  deadlines for government, and then parliament, to back the  pact.

                     Under a complex weighting system, Russia's ratification is  crucial for the protocol to come into force after the   withdrawal of the United States, the world's top air polluter.

                     "The political question has been solved but we have not yet  solved the economic question," Deputy Minister of Natural  Resources Maxim Yakovenko told Reuters.

                     "The time frame now depends on how quickly the economic  scenarios will be worked out. When we agree on the  scenarios, then we will have worked out the social and  economic consequences and we will head for ratification,"  said Yakovenko, also the head of Russia's State Ecology  Service.

                     Experts and ecologists say that while pressing Russia could  prove counter-productive, further delays could cripple a deal  already scarred by political wrangling and the U.S. pullout.

                     "If Russia does not ratify in the first half of this year you will   be seeing a great deal more scepticism. This is not good for  confidence or for the development of the market (in emissions quotas)," said Frank Joshua at environmental  brokerage Natsource Tullett in London.

                     "There are uncertainties, but they exist precisely because Russia has not ratified. We live in an uncertain world and  governments operate in an uncertain world."

                     The delay also makes it more difficult for states in the  protocol to take decisions and for all signatories to abide by  its main aim -- to reduce emissions of global warming gases  by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-2012.

                     LAST STEP TO IMPLEMENTATION

                     Russia is the last remaining key player which has signed but  not ratified the protocol, after Canada backed it last month.

                     While Canadian politicians faced opposition from regional  and energy lobbies, no organised opposition exists in  Russia. Most Russian producers expect foreign investment  and foreign partnerships, and not losses, as a result of the  protocol.

                     "Nobody has come out against the protocol. This is just ussian bureaucracy and civil servant apathy," said Natalya Olefirenko, head of the climate project at Greenpeace in  Moscow.

                     "We are not only losing the chance to lead the process, but   the money we could have used...to modernise industry."

                     Pollution quotas for the protocol are based on 1990 levels, and because of the post-Soviet industrial downturn, Russia  will not be able to use its full share in the medium term. It can sell its excess share under a mechanism fixed by the  protocol.

                     According to Greenpeace, Russia could make $20 billion annually from quotas, about a quarter of 2003 budget  revenues.

                     "To say that Russia is losing money, or that Russia is making   money, that is all fantasy at the moment, because for now  nothing exists," Yakovenko said. "Why should the protocol  lose any of its force? This is all part of the normal process."
                     By Clara Ferreira-Marques
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Exile Wants to Return Life   To Marsh Hussein Drained

   Hussein Reduced 'Garden of Eden' on Tigris

   And Euphrates to Salt-Encrusted Wasteland
   By BILL SPINDLE 

   Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

   LONG BEACH, Calif. -- Azzam Alwash pulled out a large satellite image of southern Iraq on which splotches of reddish-brown dominate the parched landscape.

   He pointed to some tiny dots of blue and rivulets of green. They are all that's left of the great marshes that once lay between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

   "I remember all the green, and that wonderful smell of decaying vegetation," says Mr. Alwash, whose father, an Iraqi civil engineer, took his young son on surveys    into the swamps. They rode in a long wooden motor boat with a canopy in the middle, passing communities of reed huts set among waterways that wound for

   miles through the grasses. "I want to do it again with my kids," he says.

                     That won't be simple for the 44-year-old Iraqi exile. In an act of destruction environmental groups compare with the devastation of the   rainforests of the Amazon, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein ordered the swamps drained in the early 1990s, when the area became a   refuge for Shiite rebel groups. The rebels were destroyed. So were the marshes, once home to the ancient Sumerians and an area some  scholars consider to be the inspiration for the Garden of Eden.

                     Turning a teeming swamp bigger than Florida's Everglades into a salt-encrusted wasteland in less than a decade was no small feat. Environmentalists are still puzzling over exactly how the Iraqi government, which shrouded the project in secrecy, accomplished it.

                     Bringing back the wetlands -- once home to a half-million people and a crucial stop for migratory birds -- will be considerably more  difficult.

                     "There's virtually no water left," says Hassan Partow, a United Nations researcher who has done a study on the destruction of the  marshes. "It's absolutely phenomenal to see the destruction of an ecosystem of that scale in just five to six years."

                     Mr. Alwash has a plan. He concedes that it's a rough plan, based on decades-old data. He drafted it in his living room along with his geologist wife, drawing extensively from the intimate memories of the terrain of his father and other exiles. Even if it has to be heavily revised later, he says, some  blueprint to revive the swamps is needed if the U.S. is going to lead an invasion to topple Mr. Hussein.

   If dams and waterworks upstream are bombed or rendered useless during or after the U.S. campaign, the whole area could see an even greater ecological  disaster. In case of quick reflooding, the thick layer of salt left over from evaporated marshes and polluted by toxins in recent years would contaminate any new   water that rushed in. The only solution, he and environmentalists say, is to methodically flush out the salts.

                                     Mr. Alwash has lobbied Pentagon officials to avoid bombing dams and to drop leaflets across southern Iraq urging   people not to tear down waterworks. He recently briefed a dozen officials at the U.S. Department of State.

                                     Pentagon officials and exiled southern Iraqi opponents of Mr. Hussein attended a presentation he gave last month at  a major conference of Iraqi dissidents in London.

                                     Mr. Alwash also argues that if the U.S. decides to lead an invasion and occupation of Iraq, some early, visible   successes in renewing the marshes could help convince Iraqis of the benefits of working with the invaders. "This is  one way to sell the idea to Iraqis, especially in the south, that change brings tangible benefits," he says.

                                     In 1978, Mr. Alwash moved to the U.S., abandoning a promising engineering career in Iraq when he felt pressured  to join a student association affiliated with Mr. Hussein's ruling Ba'ath Party. He thought little about the marshes as  he married a geologist from a small Texas town, set about raising two daughters and built a successful career as an engineer in California.

                                     On a family vacation in London in 1994, Mr. Alwash attended a presentation about the destruction of the Iraqi  marshes. Environmental and human-rights groups were then only beginning to grasp the extent of the damage. Mr.  Alwash, a kayaking buff who would sometimes muse about his childhood adventures in the Iraqi marshlands while   paddling with his wife, Suzanne, was shocked. "I'd been telling her, 'One day, we'll do this in Iraq,' and there it was in the pictures, dying," he says.

   Mr. Alwash began digging into just how the marshes were drained, relying on Mr. Partow's U.N. environmental study for the basic outline. Starting in 1992, Iraqi  engineers worked around the clock for nine months to build what became known as the Saddam River. Some 350 miles long, it diverts water from the Euphrates that would otherwise flow into the main al Hammar marsh.

   This project was followed by even larger hydroengineering schemes: the Mother of Battles River in 1994 and the Fidelity to the Leader Canal in 1997. While the   Iraqi government has always insisted that the projects were aimed at reclaiming swampland for farming, various defectors and environmental and human-rights

   groups say the scale of the projects leaves little doubt that their goal was to destroy a huge refuge for Mr. Hussein's opponents -- what Mr. Alwash calls Iraq's   "Sherwood Forest." The mud, thick reeds and winding waterways made the area impassible for Mr. Hussein's soldiers and heavy equipment.

                                   Eventually, Mr. Alwash saw a way he thought he could help. Many of the environmental and human-rights groups   were despairing that the marshlands, now less than 5% of their original size, could ever be restored. That is in part  because new upstream dams in Turkey, Iran and Syria have reduced the headwaters' flow to a fraction of their old   volume. But Mr. Alwash knew from his father's work that Iraqi rice and barley farmers still use primitive and  inefficient irrigation techniques. If those techniques could be improved to reduce the amount of water diverted to   farming, more water would make it downstream to the marshes.

   Mr. Alwash and his wife began poring over dissertations in the libraries at the University of California, Los Angeles. But crucial data from the period before the drainage projects were impossible to obtain -- which is where Mr. Alwash's father came in.

   Jawad Alwash grew up in southern Iraq, studied civil engineering in Alexandria, Egypt, and then worked for decades in the southern marshes, monitoring  hydrological works and settling water disputes along the two rivers. He retired in 1983 and was living in Baghdad when he and his wife visited their son in the U.S.

   They were there when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, and never went home, eventually settling near Washington.

   When his son described what had become of the wetlands, the senior Mr. Alwash began teasing from his memory the flow data of rivers and channels on satellite   photos. He sketched maps for his son and daughter-in-law on scrap paper, recalling how dams and regulators had been designed to nudge the flow in one direction

   or another over the extraordinarily flat terrain. He called former colleagues living in exile in California to tap their recollections. One Thanksgiving at the Alwash   household consisted of a turkey dinner that was then cleared away to make room for special, high-resolution satellite maps that the younger Mr. Alwash had

   finagled from U.S. government officials.

   Mr. Alwash has used that information to construct a computer model that simulates various ways to reflood the wetland areas, depending on how much water   makes it downstream from the headwaters to the agricultural zones just above the marshes.

   When Mr. Hussein is no longer in power, Mr. Alwash and Suzanne, who now spend their time delivering their presentation to any group that will listen, hope to   turn the blueprint and computer models over to Iraqi engineers. "They know their problems better than anyone," he says. Until then, he says, "this is the only

   wetlands-reclamation project to be done completely by remote control."

   Write to Bill Spindle at bill.spindle@wsj.com2
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Financial Times (London) 

January 15, 2003, Wednesday London Edition 1 

A fanatical environment in which dissent is forbidden: MARTIN WOLF: 

      BYLINE: By MARTIN WOLF 

Repent, for the end of the world is nigh. Priests and preachers have proclaimed this cheerful thought for

      centuries. Today, one can attack Christian believers with impunity. But, as the Danish statistician Bjorn

      Lomborg has discovered, one cannot do the same to the environmentalist faithful. Even he may have been

      astonished by the virulence of the reaction to his book, The Skeptical Environmentalist.* 

      As Mr Lomborg notes, "Lester Brown (of Worldwatch Institute) and an entire army of environmental

      organisations, pundits and politicians have warned us of the impending debacle. This message has had

      enormous social and political impact. The environment, goes the litany, is in poor shape. Our resources are

      running out. The population is ever growing, leaving less and less to eat. The air and water are becoming

      ever more polluted. The planet's species are becoming extinct in vast numbers .... The forests are

      disappearing, fish stocks are collapsing and the coral reefs are dying." Mr Lomborg's aim was to test this

      litany against published evidence. This then is a polemic. But it is the right sort of polemic, one in which a

      statistician checks assertions against evidence, almost all of which comes from official sources. By the

      standards of such works, it is astonishingly well documented, with 1,600 references and 2,928 notes. Such a

      book is hugely beneficial for a debate that has been far too one-sided. It is also persuasive on very many

      points, albeit not all. It is, in overwhelming probability, for this reason that its opponents have become

      apoplectic. 

      Now the Danish Committee on Scientific Dishonesty (DCSD) has pronounced it anathema, finding that the

      book is "clearly contrary to the standards of good scientific practice". This condemnation is the culmination

      of a long campaign against the book, which even included an attack on Cambridge University Press for daring      to publish it. 

      How did this Danish committee substantiate such a claim? The answer can be found by reading its

      astounding conclusions, which can be located, along with many other criticisms, on Mr Lomborg's own

      website.** The report's crucial sentences are these: "the correctness of Bjorn Lomborg's conclusions is

      thus disputed, inter alia by the researchers who have expressed their opinions in Scientific American at the

      request of the editors concerned. However, it is not DCSD's remit to decide who is right in a contentious

      professional issue but merely whether a complaint about scientific dishonesty is justified (my emphasis)." 

      Now suppose one was trying to judge a charge of dishonesty. The first thing one would want to know was

      whether the claims made by the accused were substantiated. If they were, the accused was evidently not

      dishonest. But the Danish scientists do not even address this question. So what do they do, instead? They

      rely on authority. Moreover, while insisting that "the referee system is a mainstay of the scientific world",

      the authority they rely upon, the Scientific American of January 2002, is not a refereed journal. 

      Mr Lomborg has powerfully responded to these criticisms on his web site. But Scientific American refused to       allow him to reproduce the critical articles, alongside his replies. Fortunately, the entire set has been posted       by a  co-founder of Greenpeace, who states that "we should defy Scientific American's blatant attempt to  muzzle Lomborg. Anybody who reads his response to the Scientific American attack will have to agree that it   is thoughtful and thorough."*** The Danish committee, alas, shows little sign of having done so. 

      In sum, it is unexamined charges in Scientific American that find Mr Lomborg guilty of dishonesty. Worse,        this is "scientific dishonesty", because, in the committee's words, Mr Lomborg has "insisted (my italics) on    presenting his publications in a scientific form and not allowing the book to assume the appearance of a    provocative debate-generating paper". To translate: Mr Lomborg, an academic statistician, has published a       book containing voluminous notes and references with an academic publisher. The text would have been fine   without any data or references. Thus do Danish scholars defend scientific honesty. 

      Let us turn the tables on all these oh-so-intellectually-honest environmentalists. I will take just one issue,

      hunger, and the views of two much-admired men who have never, to my knowledge, been accorded the

      treatment given to Mr Lomborg - Lester Brown and Paul Ehrlich of Stanford University. 

      In a classic environmental text of 1967, The Population Bomb, Prof Ehrlich claimed that "the battle to feed

      humanity is over. In the course of the 1970s the world will experience starvation of tragic proportions -

      hundreds of millions of people will starve to death." This celebrated guru said more than that. "We must

      announce", he said, "that we will no longer send emergency aid to countries such as India where sober

      analysis shows a hopeless imbalance between food production and population." 

      When these words were written, the average Indian consumed 1,875 calories a day. Today, even though

      the population has doubled, consumption is almost 2,466 calories. So what Prof Ehrlich wrote was no small  error. It was grotesquely mistaken: Indian aggregate production is, in calorific terms, some 160 per cent      bigger than in 1967. But it was also wicked, in my view. If it had been acted upon, the people of India could      have been denied vital assistance. 

      Similar arguments about food shortages to those of Prof Ehrlich have long been made by Mr Brown. In 1994,      for example, in a criticism of forecasts made by the World Bank, he noted that "from 1990 to 1993, the first     three years in the Bank's 20-year projection period, worldwide grain yields per hectare actually declined".   But, as the chart from Mr Lomborg's book shows, this was an unrepresentative period. Yields have

      consistently improved, as has food supply, while the real price of foodstuffs has fallen. 

      These are, as Mr Lomborg shows, representative errors. So why should we need to take environmentally

      committed scholars as seriously as they take themselves? Mr Lomborg is not being condemned because he is

      wrong or because he exaggerates. He is being condemned because he is damnably inconvenient. Blessed

      then are the inconvenient, for they shall inherit the earth. 

      * Cambridge University Press, 2001; ** www.lomborg.org; *** www.greenspirit.com/lomborg This column

      appears on Wednesdays martin.wolf@ft.com 
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 Saint Paul Pioneer Press 

January 15, 2003 Wednesday 

 Attacks on environmental skeptic raise a few questions 

      Write a provocative book nowadays, challenging the pronouncements of a well-organized movement, and

      you may take quite a beating. 

      Case in point: Bjorn Lomborg, a Danish statistician who has enraged the global environmental community

      with his book, "The Skeptical Environmentalist." Widely and favorably publicized when it appeared in English    two years ago, the book basically argues that when one examines the real state of environmental science, it   turns out the earth is in much better shape than environmentalists say it is. 

      Ever since, Lomborg and his publisher, Cambridge University Press, have come under fierce attack from

      environmental scientists and activists. Many of Lomborg's critics are distinguished researchers. Last year the      journal Scientific American published an indignant, 11-page rebuttal of Lomborg's views. Most recently, a      panel in Denmark called the Committees on Scientific Dishonesty issued a ruling that Lomborg's book

      amounts to "scientific dishonesty." Environmentalists are hailing that ruling as conclusively discrediting

      Lomborg's work. 

      In a very peripheral way, I have been caught in the crossfire of this remarkable onslaught. I wrote a column

      about Lomborg's arguments back in 2001. While admitting I could not judge the scientific disputes involved, I      said Lomborg's position sheds light on the way activists of many persuasions overstate the gravity of

      problems to gain attention for their causes. 

      Ever since, angry environmentalists have been pressing me to report the global refutations of Lomborg. 

      Curiously, I was recently drawn into a similarly hotheaded brawl about another controversial book -- a fight      featuring rather different ideological battle lines. That was "Harmful to Minors," a book by journalist Judith

      Levine, published by the University of Minnesota Press. 

      "Harmful to Minors" triggered furious denunciations from social conservatives coast to coast for its argument      that fears about youthful sex are overstated. Urged to weigh in, I finally wrote that demonizations of the

      book seemed exaggerated. But I added that when an author sets out to pick a fight, it's hardly surprising

      she ends up with a bloody nose. 

      I'd say the same about Lomborg. He asked for a quarrel, and he certainly has gotten one. 

      It's harder in this case for me to judge the fairness of the attack. I am not, as I've said, in a position to

      judge the scientific issues. But I do have some relevant experience when it comes to judging the coherence

      and logic of a debate. On those grounds, the attacks on Lomborg raise some basic questions. 

      The report from the Danish scientific committee, as the New York Times states it, "did not cite specific

      examples" of Lomborg's alleged deceptions. How in the world can you judge someone dishonest without

      identifying a knowingly false statement that can be independently tested? 

      The British magazine The Economist, long supportive of Lomborg, writes that the committee's vague ruling "is      incompetent and shameful." 

      This is nothing if not an entertainingly spirited discussion. 

      While neglecting to make specific charges, the committee report wanders off on self-revealing tangents.

      Noting that Lomborg's book received "overwhelmingly positive write-ups in leading American newspapers,"      the panel explains: "The USA is the society with the highest energy consumption in the world, and there are

      powerful interests in the USA bound up with... the belief in free market forces." 

      Have these scientists disproved "free market" economics, too? 

      Mostly, the Danish committee simply quotes from the January 2002 Scientific American attack on Lomborg,      which had its own confusing qualities. 

      For example, SA's editor-in-chief closed his introduction this way: 

      "Lomborg's assessment that conditions on Earth are generally improving for human welfare may hold some  truth. The errors described here, however, show that... [his] book is a failure." 

      Now the claim that "conditions on Earth" are "generally improving," not worsening, is Lomborg's whole

      argument, and it seems a pretty important point. If it "holds some truth," and if Lomborg has set the

      environmental world on its ear by revealing that truth, just how complete a "failure" can he be? 

      It's as if the medieval church had admitted Copernicus was right about this minor business of the Earth

      revolving around the sun, but excommunicated him anyway for other mistakes. 

      Some criticism of Lomborg doesn't even seem to be about science. A Columbia Journalism Review article on    the Lomborg saga says this: 

      "Most egregiously, say his detractors, Lomborg... ignored the possibility that environment-friendly corrective

      measures may have been responsible for the improvements he cites." 

      So Lomborg errs "most egregiously" not in claiming environmental improvements, but in failing to give the  environmental movement enough credit for those improvements? 

      That would be, if anything, a flaw in public policy analysis -- not scientific fact. 

      This is a complex debate that some want to reduce to a simple, case-closing message: Lomborg is a fraud. 

      I would simply urge interested readers, before they accept that conclusion, to examine the debates for

      themselves. Start on the web at www.gristmagazine.com/books/links121201.asp 

      Write Tice at dtice@pioneerpress.com 
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REUTERS

Cyclone Ami hits Tonga, Fiji surveys damage

  NUKU'ALOFA, Tonga - Cyclone Ami roared over the South Pacific kingdom of Tonga yesterday, a day after it smashed into neighbouring

  Fiji, flooding towns and possibly killing two children. 

  Winds gusting up to 63 knots (117 kph) struck Tonga early in the morning as the eye of the storm passed to the south of the sprawling

  island group. Two ships collided in the high seas whipped up by Ami. 

  The cyclone had eased from the 185 kph (115 mph) winds that battered Fiji and, by daybreak yesterday, Fiji's weather service said Ami had  moved well south of Tonga and was heading out into open water. 

  Tonga, dubbed the friendly islands by British explorer Captain James Cook, is home to 100,000 people spread over 170 coral islands about  2,000 km (1,250 miles) north of New Zealand. 

  The cyclone was the second to hit the South Pacific in as many weeks. Thousands of people in a remote part of the Solomon Islands  chain, northwest of Fiji, survived powerful Cyclone Zoe, which hammered the area with 300 kph (190 mph) winds. 

  CITY FLOODED 

  There were no reports of damage from the many tourism resorts dotted around Labasa, the main town on Fiji's second-largest island of  Vanua Levu. Labasa was flooded to a depth of around four feet (1.2 metres) but the waters later subsided. A quarter of the former British

  colony's 800,000 people live on the northern island. 

  The cyclone whipped up mountainous seas, cut communications, razed homes and possibly killed two children who took shelter in a  church that collapsed. Seven men on a fishing boat reported missing in the storm were found safe. 

  Ami then roared through the Lau group of mainly low-lying islands, where huge waves sent villagers scurrying for cover in hillside caves,  before it headed southeast over Tonga. 

  A New Zealand air force Orion plane carrying Fijian Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase and aid workers from Australia and New Zealand left  the Fijian capital, Suva, at dawn to survey the damage. 

  In Tonga, Ami cut telephone lines, stripped trees and caused extensive damage to banana and coconut plantations but there were no  immediate reports of casualties. 

  However the grounding of the government-owned Olovaha ferry may cut a key link in the sprawling island chain's transport network for  some time. 

  The 400-tonne ferry, which carries people, cars and freight between Tonga's main centres, was stranded upright 100 metres (328 ft) off

  Popua Beach, eyewitnesses said. Damage reports said it had been holed and its engine room flooded. 

  Eyewitnesses said the 45-metre (150-ft) long Olovaha dragged its anchor before slamming into the Lotohangana, a 300-tonne, 37-metre  (120-ft) long privately owned cargo vessel which broke its moorings in the heavy seas and drifted onto the reef. The impact knocked the

  Lotohangana on its side. (With additional reporting by Malakai Veisamasama in Fiji). 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Human Actions Blamed for Worst Australian Drought 

                      SYDNEY, Australia, January 15, 2003 (ENS) - Human-induced global warming

                      was a key factor in the severity of the 2002 drought in Australia, the worst in

                      the country's history, according to a report issued Tuesday by WWF

                      Australia. The report is part of an effort by Australian environmental

                      organizations to convince the Liberal Government of John Howard to reverse

                      its policy and sign the Kyoto climate protocol. 

                      Higher temperatures and drier conditions have created greater bushfire danger

                      than previous droughts, the report warns. Drought severity has increased in

                      the Murray Darling Basin, where 40 percent of Australia's agricultural produce

                      is grown. It has cost some A$8.1 billion in lost farm production, and taxpayer

                      funded drought assistance to farmers could exceed A$500 million. 

                                                          Dry rangeland in Western Australia (Photo courtesy National Land and Resources

                                                          Audit)

                                                          The report, "Global  Warming Contributes to  Australia's Worst   Drought," compares the  2002 drought with the   four other major droughts in the country                                                     since 1950 and has  found higher  temperatures caused a marked increase in evaporation rates from soil,                      watercourses and vegetation. 

                      "The higher temperatures experienced throughout Australia last year are part  of a national warming trend over the past 50 years which cannot be explained  by natural climate variability alone," said Professor David Karoly, formerly  professor of Meteorology at Monash University. 

                      Karoly coauthored the report with Dr. James Risbey from Monash University's School of Mathematical Sciences, and Anna Reynolds, WWF  Australia's Climate Change Campaign manager. 

                      In 2002 Australia recorded its highest ever average March-November daytime maximum temperature. The temperature across the country was 1.6°C higher  than the long term average and 0.8°C higher than the previous record. 

                      The Murray Darling Basin experienced average maximum temperatures more  than 1.2°C higher than in any previous drought since 1950. 

                      "Most of this warming is likely due to the increase in greenhouse gases in the  atmosphere from human acitivity such as burning fossil fuels for electricity  and transport and from landclearing," said Karoly. 

                      The actual trend in Australian temperature since 1950 now matches the climate  model studies of how temperatures respond to increased greenhouse gases in  the atmosphere. Karoly believes this is the first drought in Australia where the impact of human-induced global warming can be clearly observed. 

                      Dr. Risbey said that although the 2002 drought was related to natural climate  variations associated with El Niño, last year's higher temperatures could not  be attributed solely to this factor. 

                      "While higher temperatures are expected during El Niño triggered droughts,"  Risbey said, "the 2002 drought temperatures are extraordinary when compared  to the four major droughts since 1950, with average maximum temperatures  more than 1°C higher than these other droughts." 

                      Reynolds says global warming is affecting the livelihoods of rural Australians.  The report contains new data on evaporation rates, and says low rainfall and   higher evaporation has adversely impacted agricultural productivity with  lower crop production leading to lower export earnings for farmers. 

                      Sheep surrounded by a cloud   of dust in Australia's 1982  drought. (Photo courtesy                   Australian Bureau of  Meteorology)

                      WWF is urging Prime Minister Howard to sign   the Kyoto climate   protocol to prevent more

                      economic and  environmental devastation. Australia would be permitted to limit its greenhouse gas emissions to an eight percent increase in the 2008 to 2012 period. The Howard  government has chosen to follow the United States away from the protocol   and towards technological and market based ways to dealing with global  warming. 

                      "We can slow global warming, keep temperature increases to the lower end of  the scale and reduce the severity of future droughts," said Reynolds. 

                      "The Kyoto Protocol is the first international agreement with targets for  reducing greenhouse gas emissions and slowing global warming - it is in our   national interest to ratify the treaty," she said. 

                      The nation's largest conservation group agrees. The Australian Conservation  Foundation (ACF) issued a statement today urging the Howard government   to reconsider its Kyoto Protocol policy. "Australia and the United States are    now the only developed countries refusing to join Kyoto - and both countries                      are big contributors to climate change, with huge greenhouse pollution  problems," the ACF said. 

                      "If the Howard Government is serious about addressing climate change and protecting Australia's natural resources, agricultural industries and economy, it would ratify the Kyoto Protocol immediately," said the ACF. "With water  already such a problem, Australia can't afford to ignore climate change." 

                                                  In the Murray-Darling River Basin (Photo  courtesy CSIRO)

                                                  Australia is the world’s driest  continent. The report means that                                              Australia's already stressed rivers will have less water in the coming  decades. The biggest drops in                                                 rainfall are expected in spring,   particularly over eastern Australia.  Mean flows in the Murray-Darling                      river system are predicted to be reduced by 30 percent by 2050, which would  undo current repair efforts. the ACF said. 

                      In late December, the Howard Government sponsored a national conference in  Canberra on climate change. Some 150 business and community leaders,  government officials and scientists looked at the possible impacts of climate change on Australians and adaptation strategies. 

                      They acknowledged that climate change "could potentially affect Australia’s  water supply, agricultural production, flooding and stormwater management, coastal erosion, biodiversity, increases in pest species and diseases,  insurance cover and premiums and tourism." 

                      Environment Minister Dr. David Kemp said, “Adaptation to the impacts of  climate change will require an understanding of projected effects on regions  within Australia, sectors of economy and society. It is imperative that  Australia be prepared and have a plan of action on ways to respond to climate change impacts and adaptation." 

                      As part of what the Howard Government is calling the Government-Business  Climate Change Dialogue, five business working groups were formed and are  currently examining greenhouse gas response options with regard to energy   and resources, energy intensive manufacturing, transport and transport                      infrastructure, agriculture and land management and cross-sectoral issues. 

                      These groups will provide advice to the federal government in March 2003 on  issues and options that will guide the development of a long term greenhouse   strategy for Australia. This advice will be the focus of a Government-Business  Roundtable in April or May. 

                      Prime Minister John Howard touched on this issue in his New Year message.   "The separate but related environmental challenges of water and salinity must  be high on the national agenda in 2003 and beyond," the Prime Minister said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Exxon Valdez oil still harmful, US studies say

  ANCHORAGE, Alaska - Small oil patches left from the 1989 Exxon Valdez spill are still releasing toxins that harm sea life, government scientists said. 

  Studies by the National Marine Fisheries Service found toxins continuing to flow from lingering crude oil lodged in beaches long after the  Exxon supertanker disgorged 11 million gallons (42 million liters) of its cargo, causing the worst tanker spill in U.S. waters. 

  And sea otters and harlequin ducks in waters near the oil patches still struggled, as recently as last summer, with high death rates and  poor reproduction, said studies coordinated by the U.S. Geological Survey. 

  "Within that area, I think it's going to take a long time for that oil to be gone and for the effects to go away," said Brenda Ballachey of the  USGS Alaska Science Center. "There's still a problem, and it appears that it may last for a number of years yet." 

  The findings were presented at a conference hosted by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, a federal-state panel overseeing  restoration of the region. 

  Exxon Mobil (XOM.N), the successor to Exxon Corp., says Prince William Sound is entirely healed from the spill. 

  David Page, a Bowdoin College biochemistry professor who has done studies for Exxon Mobil, has concluded that any lingering oil  pollution in the sound comes from sources other than the Exxon Valdez supertanker, such as abandoned mines, fuel spills from fishing  vessels and natural oil seeps. 

  Telephone calls to an Exxon Mobil spokesman were not immediately returned this week. 

  OIL-RELATED STRESS 

  The Fisheries Service study used data from a 2001 survey that concluded about 28 beach acres remained contaminated by 15,850 gallons  (60,000 liters) of oil. Last summer, scientists placed monitoring devices around known oil patches. Plastic strips collected hydrocarbon  elements washed up by waves. 

  That buried oil has yet to weather into a benign state, the Fisheries Service scientists said. 

  "We can definitely say that the oil is bioavailable from those strips," said Stanley Rice, the scientist who presented the findings. "If it got  to that surface water, it's bioavailable to a clam or a mussel or an otter." 

  Ballachey said sea otters and harlequin ducks, species that government agencies consider still ailing from the spill, show evidence of  oil-related stress. Liver samples from otters in the areas near the remaining oil patches show high levels of an enzyme associated with oil  exposure, she said. 

  The animals may have encountered oil by eating contaminated food and by digging in oily beaches, then trying to groom fur or feathers,  Ballachey said. 

  Outside of the areas hardest hit by the oil spill, sea otters are increasing in numbers, so the region's population is not at risk, she said. 

  The Exxon Valdez spill spread oil over 1,200 shoreline miles (1920 km). Exxon spent more than $2 billion on the cleanup and in 1991 settled  state and federal government damage claims for $1.025 billion. 

  In 1994, a U.S. District Court jury ordered Exxon to pay $5 billion in punitive fines for damages suffered by fishermen, Alaska Natives and  other residents. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled the fine excessive, and U.S. District Court Judge H. Russel Holland in  December reduced it to $4 billion. 

  Story by Yereth Rosen

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

GM crops 'will help wildlife'
               Brighter prospects for farmland birds - or a false dawn?

               By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Farmers who plant some genetically modified (GM) crops could help endangered species to thrive, UK   scientists believe. 

               They say their work is the first to show there can be environmental benefits from GM strains. 

               They argue that crops can be managed to produce  ample weeds and insects for wildlife, without sacrificing  yields. 

               Part of the funding for the research came from the  biotechnology giant Monsanto. 

               The scientists are from the Broom's Barn research station in Suffolk  and its parent body Rothamsted               Research, an agricultural research  institute supported by the UK's  Biotechnology and Biological               Sciences Research Council   (BBSRC). 

               Their work is reported in Proceedings B, published by  the Royal Society, the UK's national academy of sciences. 

               The research concentrated on genetically modified herbicide-tolerant (GMHT) sugar beet, a "row crop" (one  grown in rows). 

               Insect census 

              The team developed a simple technique to control   weeds within the rows of beet, with those between the   rows controlled by later spraying over the entire plot. 

               One series of experiments investigated the effect of weed management strategies on yields of GM beet  modified to tolerate glyphosate herbicide made by Monsanto. 

               These plots were compared both  with untreated control plots and   with others treated with a variety               of conventional herbicides. 

               A second series of experiments allowed the  researchers to evaluate the  number of insects found               under each weed control scheme. 

               They say: "Weed control  from the early overall  glyphosate programmes  was generally better than               that from the conventional  treatments. 

               "Weed biomass was greater than conventional following  the later overall sprays of glyphosate... Yield reductions   in the untreated plots compared to those treated with  conventional herbicides ranged from 24 to 88%. 

               "Glyphosate gave the best yields in each trial - on  average 9.7% greater than the conventional               treatments." 

               To gauge the environmental impact of the different treatments, the scientists rated the experimental plots  on the Millieumeetlat scoring system, which evaluates  toxicity, mobility and persistence of pesticides. 

               They report: "Scores for the conventional herbicides  ranged from 32 to 218 for water organisms, 11 to 960  for soil organisms, and 155 to 16,540 for deeper water. 

               'Double benefit' 

               "The equivalent scores for glyphosate treatments were  0, 5-6 and 0 respectively... A score greater than 100 is  considered unacceptable for an individual application in   the Millieumeetlat system." 

               With insects, fewest beetles were found in plots treated  with conventional herbicides or early overall glyphosate   applications, and most where weed control was delayed.

               The researchers say their work  shows farmers could use GMHT crops to achieve weed-free fields               for birds like the stone curlew, or  to provide low-growing  vegetation for skylarks. 

               They say controlling weeds  in this way can help to  minimise the use of insecticides as well as               herbicides, by giving  insects another refuge  apart from the crop. 

               But Brian Johnson, GM  expert at English Nature,   which advises the UK government, is sceptical               about their findings. 

               Creating dependence 

               He told BBC News Online: "There's nothing new in this,  and no real evidence of any environmental benefit. 

               "You may get more weeds and more insects, but there's  nothing to show that will help birds, and it could in fact  harm them. 

               "Farmland birds' first broods each year often fail from  lack of food, and it's the second broods that are more  important. 

               "They're the ones that could be affected by this system  - you'd hit the crop with glyphosate just when the birds  were in there with their hatchlings. 

               "Science is not about intuition - it's about evidence. The    researchers now need to provide some."
________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Climate changes disrupt  birds
               Blue tits: Breeding habits have changed   Shifts in spring temperatures in central Europe may be

               having a significant effect on the ability of birds to  breed successfully, say scientists. 

               While the full impact of climate change is not yet  clear, some birds whose  populations rely on hatching  two clutches of eggs a year  may be hit hard. 

               The research, covering two  published in a journal of the Royal Society, looked at   populations of great tits (Parus major) and blue tits  (Parus caeruleus) 

               However, the researchers said that these species were  representative of many other common European birds. 

               The breeding behaviour of tits varies throughout  Europe, with some populations producing just one clutch  of eggs in spring and others managing two. 

               Food shortage 

               Obviously, the birds choose spring because it is the  time of year with an abundance of suitable food - in this  case caterpillars and suchlike. 

               However, a warmer spring hastens the development of  the caterpillars, meaning there is a shorter period   before they become butterflies or moths. 

               This means there may be insufficient food to support   two broods in a single spring. 

               The researchers found that in areas in which  "double-brooding" was commonplace, the move was

               towards single brooding. 

               And in areas in which birds only produced one brood,   the timing of egg-laying tended to be earlier. 

               This, said the researchers, was clear evidence that  climate change was having an impact. 

               Wait and see 

               Dr Marcel Visser, from the Netherlands Institute of  Ecology, said many factors would influence whether   there would be an adverse impact on bird populations   over time. 

               However, he said it was likely that a move from "double-brooding" to single clutches would not be               beneficial. 

               He told BBC News Online: "Climate change is changing   all these populations of birds. 

               "Obviously, the warmer winters might mean that more of the birds are likely to survive through the winter. 

               "What we are trying to find out now is whether these  birds are likely to adapt to the changes." 

               John Lanchberry, head of climate change at the RSPB,  told BBC News Online that he would expect to see more  opportunistic species moving into new areas further   north. 

               However, he added: "They can only do this if the food is  there for them to eat. 

               "The danger is if different species move at different  rates - you could end up with a different ecosystem."

________________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News
'Nigeria Needs Wealth Creation, Not Poverty Alleviation' 

This Day (Lagos) 
EDITORIAL
January 15, 2003 
Posted to the web January 15, 2003 
Lagos 

We need to focus our attention on creating wealth as opposed to alleviating poverty, if we must make any serious impact on poverty. Says Olumide Ajayi, Africa Leadership Forum's Director of Programmes, in this conversation with Bolaji Abdullahi 

How will you asess the various poverty alleviation efforts of the Federal Government? 

To start with, I think we need to redefine the problem we are dealing with. Why are people poor? By my undertanding, people are poor because they lack the capacity to create and sustain wealth. That is why I think we should be talking about wealth creation instead of poverty alleviation. If you focus on wealth creation, you remove the stigma that comes with poverty, and mobilise the positive force in the people, because no human being is completely useless. Moreover, focussing on wealth creation, aside from the additional psychological advantage, it also helps us to focus on the real problems. For example, if we are to take the UN poverty line of $1 dollar a day, there is a tendency that we would focus our energy on raising people above this level, instead of mobilising their capacities to create wealth for the general development of the country. So, there has to be a re-orientation. We have to focus on creating facilities that will make people less dependent on government and be more self-reliant. 

If we focus on wealth creation instead of poverty alleviation, so what kind of policies might we be looking at? 

If we say people are poor because they lack the necessary capacities, it means the challenge is for us to build or enhance that capacity and empower individuals. However, we have not been able to mobilise the potentials that abound in this country. Let's take example of China and India, most of the things we import from these countries are made by family businesses of three or four. Our government should help such businesses. The relevant institutions are still there without having to call them poverty alleviation. The community banks for example. For example, why should the vulcaniser still be using kerosene to patch his tyres when there are very simple electrical equipment that he can use and thereby enhance his productivity. Why should a woman that produces kunu or zobo still be using nylon bags when these can be packaged into attractive bottles? So, we have to focus on policies that would make people entreprenuers, give them credits, give them incentives, teach them skills and so on. 

Talking about skills, what roles do you see for our conventional educational system in this? 

We have to agree that there is something funcamentally wrong with our educational system. Every year, we turn out people who seek employment, who roam the streets looking for jobs, not people who can create jobs. That is the problem. Our students have to undergo mandatory skills acquisition process in the universities or polytechnics. What stops a student that 13 hours lectures in a week from acquiring skills? What does he do with all the extra time? It does not matter whether you are a student of political science of engineering, you can spend the surplus time to learn how to make furniture, how to repair vehicles, how to make dresses, how to fabricate simple tools etc. Unfortunately, our educational system is structured in a way that makes us produce literate but not skilled people. We have to change this. 

You have been talking about increasing people's capacity to produce, what about the capacity to consume? 

Yes, I agree the market has to be there, you have to create the market. Nigeria accounts for 60% of GDP of West Africa. The population of West Africa is big enough to provide a ready market. Most countries in the subregion are Francophone and if you go there, you find that most of the products come from France, but you still see Nigerian products. Government has to device means to make consumer credits available to people. 

What do you mean by consumer credits? 

I mean we have to enhance people's capacity to consume by creating structures that will give people access to credit, so that they can buy on credit. A young man wants to start a family, he needs to buy this and that, there should be facilities that will enable him to buy all that he needs and pay over the years. If you have to create incentives for people to consume. 

Talking about credits, this brings my mind to the most common complaints, especially by the small scale businesses. Access to credit... 

Of course, there is a bias in terms of policy implementation and towards large scale industries and trading. Nigerian economy is such that depends on short-term benefits instead of long-term. You can hardly see a genuine commitment towards long-term financing, you can hardly see a commitment towards small scale ventures. This government, since inception has however tried to put a policy in place that will change this. This is through the Small and Medium Enterprise Development Agency (SMIDA) as well as the Small and Medium Scale Equity Scheme (SMSES). These are expected to turn round the situation, but the emphasis, unfortunately, is still not on medium scale enterprises, so we still have a long way to go in terms of creating wealth at the micro and small scale level. Don't forget that the economy of Germany was rebuilt through the small and medium scale enterprises after the Second World War. The various countries of Asia travelled the same road. So, we have to look at our environment and focus on what people can do. And our people can do a lot. 

What kind of business do you have in mind when you speak of Small and Medium Scale Enterprises? 

Actually, we should be talking about MSME or Micro, Small and Medium Enteprises. The CBN defines SMEs as enterprise with a maximum asset bae of N 200million, exclusive of land and working capital, with a staff strength of not less than 10, and not more than 300. That is the definition under the SME Equity Investment Scheme. But you can see immediately that if our concern is with poverty alleviation, we cannot even begin to talk about these kind of businesses. That is why we have to bring in the micro and small, otherwise, we cannot be talking about the really poor people. If we are talking of the micro business however, we are talking about businesses that employ between 1 and 9 people, which can be formal or informal, owner managed, with very little capital base, but give opportunity for generating income. The capital base would be around say, N1000- N5000. The Medium Scale enterprise, which requires a much larger capital base can work through the Private-Public sector Partnership, and in the areas of job creation they can also be used to also improve the industrial base of the country, but we must also not neglect the people by the roadside. 

How can these micro enterprises access credit? 

In terms of per capital requirement, the community banks can handle this if the government can create the framework that will give the Community Banks direct access to the SME Equity Investment Scheme, this will create a new window of opportunities for them. The community banks deal with the Scheme, and the people access it through the community banks, because they know the people. 

What is the scheme about? 

About two years ago, the Chief Executive of Banks, under the Bankers' Committee forum, met and decided to allocate 10% of their profits before tax to a pool of fund with which they can use to participate in ownership of small scale enterprises, instead of giving credits, they are part of the management. This way, it is easier to help the medium scale businesses because equity funds are cheaper than loans. But what we are saying is that this still cuts out the micro scheme, it still focuses on medium scale. 

How can it benefit the micro businesses then? 

It has to be modified in such a way that part of the equity is transferred to the community banks. This way, it will be easy for small scale enterprises to access. The current banking system cannot serve the micro business, they have to work with community banks, they are closer to the people, they know the micro enterprises. The banks cannot do that. The community banking system is very crucial. 

What about the co-operative societies? 

They are also like small scale ventures. But the disadvantage is that you have to be a member, and you must have saved up to particular level. But we are talking of people who lack capacities, but have skills. Co-operative societies cannot meet their needs. However they can be useful because they can act as intermediaries between the community banks and direct beneficiaries that are members of the co-operative groups. This way, they can also facilitate repayment rates. The poverty alleviation efforts really has to be a partnership between the govt, the private sector and the Civil Society. The donors also have to be involved. In some states, some donors are giving money direct to CSOs, some are going to the states and doing budget support. This is the EU strategy, they give money to government and monitor the implementation. We still need donor funding. Debt is still a problem. While government is struggling to meet its obligations on debt, it can hardly have the necessary resources to create wealth. So donors have to continue to support local initiatives. 
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Topical News Issues

Govt, industry join hands for pollution control
Times of India, Jan 16, 2003 - NEW DELHI: In what it describes as a path-breaking initiative, the Union environment ministry and industries from 17 polluting sectors have joined hands to evolve a charter for corporate responsibility.http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/html/uncomp/articleshow?artid=34443322This charter for environmental protection is aimed at promoting voluntary compliance with pollution norms by major polluting sectors such as thermal power plants, fertilisers, pesticides, iron and steel, petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, refineries, distilleries, sugar, dyes and dye intermediates, pulp and paper, cement, zinc, copper, aluminium and caustic soda.The objective is to decide on time-frames for action to control pollution.
 

Cyclone kills toddler, at least 10 missing 
The New Zealand Herald, 16.01.2003 - LABASA, Fiji - The South Pacific kingdom of Tonga was spared the brunt of Cyclone Ami after the storm devastated parts of nearby Fiji, killing a toddler torn from its mother's arms and leaving at least 10 missing. 
Ami hammered parts of Fiji on Tuesday with 185 kmh (115 mph) winds, cutting off the second largest island of Vanua Levu and the scattered Lau group to the southeast, before heading south and weakening as it passed near Tonga. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3051640&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 
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World Social Forum 2003
The World Social Forum, in its third annual meeting, January 23-28, will proclaim its central message with renewed energy: "another world is possible". And the host city is once again the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre, which expects tens of thousands of people to converge on this "open meeting space".

The Internet is a good source for learning about the details of this global meeting in Brazil, with informative portals dedicated especially to the Forum, such as Portoalegre2003.org, sites that explain the origins and types of issues debated, or simply provide facts about the city serving as the venue for the meet, Porto Alegre.

The official World Social Forum web site states that 30,000 participants from 121 countries are expected to attend. These multitudes will represent approximately 5,000 organizations and will be able to choose from among 1,700 activities -- seminars, panel discussions, workshops -- scheduled for the six-day event.

The Forum is intended as an encounter of civil society organizations, networks and movements, such that people or entities linked to government or political parties are not allowed to participate, unless an individual wishes to on his or her own account. Nor are representatives of armed or military groups permitted to take part in the event.

This year's Forum, organized by a committee made up of numerous civil society groups, is based on five thematic pillars: democratic and sustainable development; principles and values, human rights, diversity and equality; media, culture and non-domination; political power, civil society and democracy; democratic world order, anti-militarization and promotion of peace.

Since 2001, the meeting has been held annually as a civil society response to the World Economic Forum, held at the same time in the Swiss mountain resort of Davos. The WSF's aim is to promote development based on human well being and a globalization process based on solidarity.

In 2004, the World Social Forum will be held in India.

World Social Forum 2003 - official web site
Porto Alegre 2003
Government of Rio Grande do Sul: World Social Forum
World Economic Forum
Porto Alegre: Internet links
Rice
Grains of rice have been feeding human beings since the dawn of civilization. Today this cereal originating in the wetland regions of Asia is the basic food of more than half the world's population.

According to one web site, at the global level, rice is ranked second -- after wheat -- in terms of the total area planted with the grain, but if one considers its importance as a food crop, rice provides more calories per hectare than any other cereal.

Total rice output worldwide reaches 590 million metric tons, most of it grown in Asia, though it is also an important agricultural product in other regions.

The scientific name for rice is Oryza sativa, a monocotyledon of the Poaceae family. The history of rice begins with references in China dating back 5,000 years, although it is suspected that the grain originated in India, where there are several endemic wild rice species.

There is a great deal of information to be found about rice on the Internet. Most of it involves rice as a culinary ingredient, the basis for a vast collection of recipes from all points of the compass, ranging from the famous Spanish paellas to Italian risottos to an infinite number of Asian dishes. 

In doing a bit of web surfing, one can delve into data about how rice is grown, the ups and downs of the international rice market, and the challenges for the future, such as the need to boost yields, the debate on genetically modified rice, and the sustainability of rice cultivation.

One place to start is the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and its International Rice Commission.

FAO: International Rice Commission
Rice on the Web
Riceworld.com
Riceonline.com
History of Rice
Fly Fishing
Fly fishing is a sport that is quickly gaining followers around the world. But this approach to fishing is unique: although the objective is to catch salmon or trout, the sport is closely linked to nature conservation efforts. 

Fly fishing requires some special skills, as well as knowledge about the habits of the species being sought, the conditions of the water, and particularly the techniques for snagging, netting and then releasing the fish. 

One of the most important characteristics of fly fishing is precisely its "catch-and-release" approach, which means learning how to get the fish to bite the "fly", reel the fish in, and let it go without causing it any harm. 

But not only does this sport seek to preserve the fish population, it also considers the ideal fishing sites to be those where human intervention is minimal, and of course those with uncontaminated water. Fly fishing is a sport based on technique and enjoyment of the outdoors. The objective does not involve putting a fish in a frying pan. 

The boom in fly fishing is big in the 21st century, and anyone looking for information will realize just how big after browsing the Internet, and the Yahoo! directory on this sport in particular. 

The sport is on the rise in Latin America as well, with Argentina and Chile attracting fishing enthusiasts from around the world. Mexico and Brazil also tout their own fly fishing locations. 

Anglers Adventures in Argentina and Chile
Go Chile: Fly-fishing guide
Fly-fishing in Patagonia
How to release the fish
Fly fishing: FAQs
Yahoo! - Fly fishing
Quinua
Quinua, also spelled quinoa, is often mentioned as the sacred food of ancient Andean cultures, as an element of the indigenous people's diet in the past, long forgotten. But more recent research into its unique qualities has turned this South American plant into a product with great future potential.

According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), quinua is one of the few plant-based foods that is nutritionally complete (pdf), that is, it holds the appropriate balance of proteins, carbohydrates and minerals necessary for human life.

This "perfect food" is produced by a highly resistant plant that easily adapts to different growing conditions at a wide range of altitudes. It can be cultivated at 4,000 meters above sea level and in arid or semi-arid zones.

The scientific name for quinua is Chenopodium quinoa Wild. It is also known as "the wheat of the Incas", although it is not really a cereal. One website notes that some studies show that this grain began to form part of the human diet in the Andean Mountains at least 5,000 years B.C.

There are several kinds of quinua, but the best known is quinua real. This variety is used in many ways, but mostly as food for humans and forage for livestock.

With such a long history, the utilization of this unique grain in cooking has given rise to a very interesting cuisine. Beyond being prepared and eaten in the humble homes of its home region, quinua is gradually being adopted in cooking in other latitudes, in healthy and sophisticated recipes.

For the peasant farmers of some parts of the Andean region, quinua is a fundamental part of daily life, which is why they immediately came to the defense of the grain when they heard that a variety of quinua had been patented in the United States.

"Our intellectual integrity has been violated," the farming families said in a statement, noting that quinua was genetically improved through traditional crossbreeding techniques by the residents of the Andes over the last several millennia.

FAO
FAO: Under-Utilized Andean Food Crops (pdf format)
Quinua: an introduction
Chenopodiace: directory of texts on quinua in English
Quinoa recipes
Pesticides
Chemical pesticides represent an age-old human desire to live free of the plagues that complicate daily life. But in contemporary times, we are aware of the other face of these substances: they are dangerous to human health and the environment.

In November 2002, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) approved a revised version of the International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides. According to the text, the governments are apprised of their responsibility to regulate these substances, to help countries with technical difficulties to mitigate the dangers in using pesticides, and to engage in good conduct in pesticide production and trade. 

The use of pesticides in farming is widespread all around the world as many consider it essential for achieving the best crop yields. However, the list of substances applied on crops includes some that are dangerous, leading organizations like the FAO and the World Health Organization (WHO) to insist on precautions in handling and sales of these products.

One website on pesticides cites WHO figures indicating that two million people are poisoned each year by these chemicals and some 200,000 die as a result! Another website with basic information on pesticides warns of the harm that can come from contact with the eyes and skin or if the compounds are inhaled or swallowed.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Internet portal on the subject states that there are 17,000 pesticides registered in that country, with three-quarters used in farming and a quarter used in urban areas. Time is critical in any case of pesticide poisoning, warns the EPA.

In addition to the dangers posed by direct contact, there is another important pesticide-related problem: environmental contamination. This occurs with long-lived chemicals that remain in the soil, water and in the cells of plants and animals, which might ultimately be consumed by humans. The question remains: Can these poisons be useful?
IFAO: Int'l Code of Conduct on Distribution and Use of Pesticides


 HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/ag/agp/agpp/pesticid/" \t "_blank" FAO: Pesticide Management Unit
FAO/WHO: Joint Meeting on Pesticide Residues
EPA: portal on pesticides
EPA: pesticide safety programs
What you should know about pesticides…
Pesticides, Human Health and the Environment
Environmental Health
Yahoo!: links on pesticides
Cod Caught on a Snag
The Antarctic cod, or icefish, is victim of its own popularity. The high demand for this fish in kitchens and restaurants around the world maintains intense fishing activity that could threaten the species very survival. But this argument has not been enough to win greater international legal protections for the cod.

At the 12th Conference of Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), held in the Chilean capital this month, delegates rejected Australia's proposal to include the deep-sea cod in the Convention's Appendix II, which establishes strict regulations for international buying and selling of species that could become endangered.

The representatives voted unanimously, winning even the support of Australia, for a Chilean proposal that leaves the cod outside the CITES protections but under the vigilance of the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Living Marine Species (CCAMLR). This entails a documentation system that certifies the origin of the cod catches so authorities can distinguish between legal and illegal fishing operations.

Environmental organizations like the World Conservation Union (IUCN) had suggested that the protection measures afforded by the CCAMLR were not enough to halt the over-fishing of this much-sought-after species.

Greenpeace stated protests at the CITES meet in Santiago to demand the inclusion of the deep-sea cod in Appendix II. The international environmental group reports that illegal fishing of this cod species feeds a market of more than 500 million dollars annually.

The scientific name of the deep-sea cod is Dissostichus eleginoides, and is known in English as the Patagonian toothfish or the Chilean sea bass. In Spanish it is called the merluza negra, in French the légine australe, and in Russian the patagonsky klykach. The initial proposal to protect this species included another very similar fish, the Dissostichus mawsoni.

Deep-sea cod can weigh as much as 90 kilos, reach two meters in length and live 50 years. But the great size of these fish has its downside: their reproduction rate is slow and hatchlings take six to 10 years to reach maturity.

According to a document of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in 1999 Chile and Argentina were the two world leaders in catching the Antarctic cod.

The main problem for the species, however, is the practice of pirate fishing. A report by the U.S. government warns that the high price paid for the fish in markets and restaurants encourages illegal and unregulated fishing, which threatens the icefish population.

The Antarctic cod is fished in the seas surrounding Antarctica. But 90 percent of the catch is consumed in restaurants in Japan, United States and Europe.

IUCN: Antarctica Protected Marine Areas (pdf)
FAO: Patagonian toothfish - Identification sheet
Campaign against Patagonian Toothfish consumption in U.S.
U.S. FDA: Dissostischus eleginoides
Greenpeace: Patagonian Toothfish campaign
Volcanic Impacts
Volcanoes are sleeping giants that can wake up at any time, renewing millennium-old fears among human populations. Eruptions are accompanied by telluric movement -- earthquakes -- and by the massive production of gases, lava, steam, rocks and ash.

A cloud of ash covered the Ecuadorian capital earlier this month, reviving an episode that had already caused serious environmental, economic, social and health problems in 1999. Just days earlier, settlements near the slopes of Mount Aetna in Italy had to be evacuated due to an eruption, which collapsed a school, killing several children.

These volcanic events are a sharp reminder of the force of the seemingly innocuous mountains, and of the vulnerability of the populations living near the sleeping giants, which are beautiful formations -- until they become active and dangerous.

The Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) has issued a special warning on these dangers, reminding the public that 10 percent of the world's population lives near volcanoes. Even more shocking is that 76 percent of the deaths caused by volcanic eruptions in the 20th century occurred in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The Internet is replete with information about volcanoes. There are websites with detailed explanations about their characteristics, the consequences of eruptions, and maps of their locations, whether on land or on the ocean floor.

Ecuador is home to more than 40 volcanoes, many of which are active. Since 1999, when Quito was covered by ash, the capital's residents have been informed about what to do in case of another eruption.

It may seem that eruptions occur only rarely, but some active volcanoes have more frequent activity, as evidenced on some websites that maintain ongoing records of volcanic events.

Such movements are generated for forces that are so great as to be incomprehensible, and which originate in the depths of our planet Earth.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

15 January 2003

Iraq links cancers to uranium weapons; U.S. likely to use arms again in war, San Francisco Chronicle, 13/1:  Iraq has experienced a dramatic increase in child cancers, leukemia and birth defects in recent years.  Iraqi medical authorities and growing numbers of American activists cast blame on the U.S. weapons containing depleted uranium that were used in the 1991 Gulf War and in the 1998 missile attacks on Baghdad and other major cities. They also assert that such munitions -- which were also used by U.S. forces in Bosnia, Kosovo and Serbia in far smaller quantities -- may be a cause of Gulf War diseases.  (See http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2003/01/13/MN233872.DTL)

Will Travel, Wreak Havoc: How Invasive Species Affect Ecological Diversity, YaleGlobal, 14/1:  Flora and fauna have long moved around the globe along with wandering human beings, but not all these exchanges have been beneficial. In recent years this problem has become even more acute, as increased travel and commerce have enabled invasive organisms to spread with alarming speed. All over the world, plants and animals are entering foreign territory by sea, land, and air. Native species often suffer from the competition or directly predatory behavior of their new neighbors. "Few people recognize how profoundly invasive alien species have reshaped the natural landscape around them over the past decades and centuries," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director.  (See http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/display.article?id=731)

Research group presses FDA to better regulate engineered fish, Associated Press, 14/1:  New fish varieties genetically engineered in laboratories to grow faster and larger should be kept off the market until the US Food and Drug Administration addresses their potential threat to wild species, according to the Pew Initiative on Food and Biotechnology. The group questioned the adequacy of FDA regulations in assessing the risks of such transgenic fish escaping pens and taking over the habitat of non-genetically engineered varieties. (See http://www.nandotimes.com/healthscience/story/718111p-5269863c.html)

Marine Commission Urges Ocean Protections, AP/Washington Post, 15/1:  Vast zones off America's coasts must be declared off-limits to fishing and other resource extraction to help reverse the depletion of marine life in the nation's waters, according to a report issued by the independently financed Pew Oceans Commission.  The report calls for the urgent creation of marine reserves to counter the effects of pollution, coastal development and overfishing.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A57528-2003Jan15.html; see also More marine reserves urged; study says 'no take' areas needed to restore ecosystems, San Francisco Chronicle, 15/1 -- http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/chronicle/a/2003/01/15/MN54268.DTL )

More Farm Fields Sprout Biotech Plants, AP/Los Angeles Times, 15/1:  A record number of genetically modified crops were planted around the world last year -- proving resistant not just to bugs and weeds but also to political and financial pressures, according to a report from the industry-supported International Service for the Acquisition of Agribiotech Applications, a group that promotes use of the technology in developing countries.  (See http://www.latimes.com/news/science/wire/sns-ap-biotech-crops0115jan15,0,3834627.story?coll=sns%2Dap%2Dscience%2Dheadlines)

BP Ignored Safer Route for Caspian Sea Pipeline, IPS, 15/1:  British Petroleum, the leading force behind a multi-billion-dollar Caspian oil and gas pipeline, ignored more ecologically and socially friendly routes in favour of the project's current controversial course, says a new report from the Central and East European Bankwatch Network, a Washington-based NGO.  (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=15199)
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Cyprus

           We’re going to start with Cyprus today.  This morning at 11:30 in Cyprus, His Excellency Glafcos Clerides,

     the Greek Cypriot leader, and His Excellency, Rauf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader, met in the UN area in the

     presence of the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor, Alvaro de Soto.

           The discussions continued over lunch, which ended at 2:30 p.m. and a United Nations note-taker was present

     throughout.  The leaders reiterated their commitment to negotiate on the basis of the Secretary-General’s revised

     proposal of 10 December 2002, with a view to completing an agreement by the end of February so that informed

     decisions can be taken by the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots in separate referenda on 30 March.

           The leaders have agreed to meet again, together with their advisers, on Friday, 17 January 2003, at 4 p.m.  A

     programme for intensive negotiations in the coming weeks would be agreed then.  The work of the technical

     committees will continue in parallel.

           **Congo

           From the Congo, this morning in Kinshasa, the UN mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

     (MONUC) said that a preliminary report confirms human rights abuses by soldiers of the Congolese Liberation

     Movement and the Congolese Rally for Democracy/National in Mambasa and in the villages on the Mambasa/Mangina

     main road, in the north-east of the country.

           On 31 December 2002, the UN sent an investigation team to the area following the serious allegations of

     human rights abuses.  The team interviewed 368 people -– victims and witnesses alike -– over a period of two weeks. 

     The investigators were told of systematic looting and rape, as well as summary executions and abductions.  The report

     also confirms that among the people executed, mutilated and cannibalized, were members of the Pygmy community

     forced to leave the forest.

           The exact number of the victims is not determined to date.  The preliminary report was presented to the UN

     High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was in Kinshasa -- and I’ll tell you more about his

     visit in a few minutes.  And this morning Hedi Annabi, the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations,

     shared some of the information contained in the report with members of the Security Council during closed

     consultations.  A full press release is available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has consultations scheduled this morning and this afternoon.

           This morning’s consultations are on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), as I just mentioned.  Mr.

     Annabi provided the members with a comprehensive update on the situation in the DRC.  In addition to the human

     rights abuses in the north-east, Annabi updated Council members on the political situation, including the upcoming

     inter-Congolese dialogue, and on the ongoing disarmament and demobilization process.

           A press statement on the DRC is expected to be delivered by the President of the Council.  The Council

     President, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, is expected to read a press statement following the

     consultations.

           And then this afternoon at 3:15, the Security Council has consultations on the follow-up of resolution 1390 of

     16 January 2002 on the sanctions against Al Qaeda.  In that resolution, the Council decided that the measures set out

     should be reviewed a year later to decide whether to continue or improve them.

           **Human Rights

           On human rights, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, traveled to Angola today,

     where he is to meet with President José Eduardo dos Santos and other senior officials on a three-day visit, during

     which he will receive information on the current peace process and draw attention to the importance of human rights in

     achieving national reconciliation.

           Earlier, Vieira de Mello was in the DRC, where he met yesterday with President Joseph Kabila and expressed

     his concern about the fate of 30 people recently sentenced to death by a military court on charges that they were

     involved in the assassination of the previous President, Laurent-Desiré Kabila.

           Yesterday, two UN special rapporteurs -– Asma Jahangir, who deals with summary or arbitrary executions,

     and Iulia Antoanella Motoc, who deals with the DRC –- also expressed their serious concern about those death

     sentences, as well as by reports that 15 people had been executed recently following a military tribunal judgment.

     They said that, according to the information they had received, the military tribunals’ trials had been unfair.  We have

     copies of their statement upstairs.

           **Blix

           On Iraq, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC),

     Dr. Hans Blix, will be stopping off in Brussels, Paris and London before heading off to Baghdad.

           He’s expected to meet tomorrow in Brussels with, among others, the European Union High Representative for

     Common Foreign Security Policy, Javier Solana, as well as Chris Patten, the European Commission’s External

     Relations Commissioner.  He will be traveling to Paris then, where he’s expected to meet with French Foreign Minister

     Dominique de Villepin.

           Following Paris, he will be in London to meet with senior officials of the British Government.  As soon we have

     more information on his London appointments, we will pass them along to you.  Blix will be in Cyprus over the

     weekend and then travel on Sunday to Baghdad, along with the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy

     Agency (IAEA), Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei.  The two are expected to leave Baghdad on Monday night. 

           **Iraq Inspections

           Meanwhile, on the ground, the inspections continue, including airborne inspections.  Teams from both IAEA

     and UNMOVIC visited a variety of sites, including agricultural facilities, a heavy machinery design plant and a missile

     propellant factory.

           In terms of numbers, there are now 264 people working for UNMOVIC and IAEA in Iraq, including 114

     inspectors.  The rest are support staff.  Also, UNMOVIC’s seventh training course for inspectors gets underway next

     Monday in Vienna.  Fifty-eight people, from 21 countries, including three Arab States, are set to participate.

           **Lebanon

           On Lebanon, out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Interim Force in Lebanon –-

     known as UNIFIL –- in which he recommends that its mandate be extended a further six months until 31 July 2003.  In

     it, the Secretary-General says that since his last report six months ago, the situation on the ground has returned to

     one of general stability, with some sites of tension.

           The hostility prevailing between the parties has been tempered by willingness -– bolstered by international

     pressure -– to exercise restraint, the Secretary-General observes.  Tensions, however, do remain, notably along the

     “blue line”.  In the report, the Secretary-General reiterates his call to all concerned to respect that line, as each

     violation and any provocation from either side could lead to confrontation.

           On an operational note, the Secretary-General says the reconfiguration of the peacekeeping force was

     completed at the end of last year and that, at this stage, no further reduction of the force is planned.  The full report is

     available upstairs.

           **Tobacco Convention

           The Inter-Governmental Negotiating Body for the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control today made

     public its draft text for the Convention. 

           The draft contains articles on methods to reduce the demand for tobacco and tobacco products, including the

     control of price and taxes, advertising of tobacco products, health warnings and packaging.  It also addresses ways to

     reduce the supply of tobacco by curtailing the illicit trade in tobacco products and the targeting of minors.

           When adopted, the Convention will create a global regulatory system to control tobacco and protect public

     health.  The draft will be considered at the Negotiating Body’s next meeting in February and the final text will be

     presented to the World Health Assembly for adoption in May.  We have a press release with more information and for

     the full text of the draft, please see the WHO Web site.

           **Economic Commission for Africa

           The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) announced today that effective implementation of the development

     cooperation agenda will be the subject of its informal “Big Table” consultation that will take place between African

     finance ministers and their counterparts from the Organization for Economic Cooperation in Development (OECD) in

     Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, this weekend.

           The meeting will bring together finance and planning ministers from

     11 African countries and development cooperation ministers and aid agency heads from 10 Western European and

     North American countries.  We have details in a press release.

           **DPKO

           From the Peacekeeping Department, we have word that the first conference of heads of missions, organized

     by the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, opened today at United Nations Headquarters.  This morning, 13

     heads of missions held discussions on administrative and logistics support to peacekeeping operations.  And in the

     afternoon, they will depart to an off-site DPKO seminar on management and leadership.  The Conference will end on 18

     January.

           **Press Releases

           Press releases today:  we have one to flag for you from the United Nations Children's Fund, which announced

     today a contribution of $2.5 million to support the Kenyan Government’s primary education programme.  The funds will

     be used for learning and teaching materials and other support in schools in eight districts and Nairobi, and will benefit

     450,000 children.  We have a press release on that.

           **Budget

           Budget news:  Kuwait became the 18th Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution in full, and

     that’s with a payment of more than $1.9 million.

           **Press Conferences

           And finally, on press conferences.  You know that the Venezuelan President, Hugo Chavez, will meet with the

     Secretary-General tomorrow morning at 11:30.  And after that meeting, President Chavez will come down here to

     Room 226 to give a press conference right after my noon briefing.  We think that might be around 12:15. 

           That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Jim?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   The Advisory Council on the Global Compact, that meeting, how’s that being structured?  Is it all

     private?  It is open?

           Spokesman:  It is private.  I think we announced that it starts tonight over dinner and then it goes for most of

     tomorrow.  I think it ends around

     4 p.m. tomorrow afternoon.  We have put out a list of the attendees and the 38th floor has told us that, should any of

     you want to interview any of them, please let us know and we will try to arrange that for you.  So, just work through my

     office if you want to set up any interviews.

           Question:   Is there an agenda for that meeting?

           Spokesman:  I’ll have to ask whether they will make the agenda public.  We’ll let you know after the briefing.

           Question:   And where is the meeting?

           Spokesman:  It’s in this building, but I don’t know exactly where.  I’ll have to find… Why? Do you want to

     door-step them as they come and go?  [He later said it would take place in this building, in Conference Room 6.]

           Question:   No, no. I want to do a story about it.  I am interested because those six Egyptian companies

     joined recently, you know?

           Spokesman:  Yes.  A good source on that would be Georg Kell, who handles the programme from an

     administrative point of view.  His office is on the 38th floor.  I don’t know his number off the top of my head, but I’m sure

     he will be busy with the arriving guests this afternoon.  But, you might try to give him a call and he can fill you in. 

     Yes?

           (The Spokesman’s office later announced that correspondents seeking further information or clarification may

     direct their inquiries to Gavin Power on Ext. 4891)

           Question:   Regarding the Security Council meeting scheduled for next Monday at the level of foreign

     ministers.  Do you know the names, the list of people, the names of the people who will…

           Spokesman:  We don’t yet.  The Council President has not released the list.  We understand it will be

     something like a dozen, maybe even 13, delegations represented at the ministerial level.  But they haven’t told us

     which 12 or 13 they have received confirmation from.

           Question:   Will there be a press conference after the meeting?

           Spokesman:  I don’t know that they have planned a press conference.  We can ask the President if that would

     be of interest to you.  Whether he would do a press conference or just speak to you at the stakeout afterwards.  Jim?

     [He later announced that French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin would give a press conference Monday, at a

     time to be determined.]

           Question:   Concerning the consultations on resolution 1390.  Whatever decision they make would have to be

     done with a new resolution.  Is that correct?  In other words, there would have to be a formal meeting following up on

     this?

           Spokesman:  That’s a good question.  Procedurally, I don’t know.  I mean, what you say sounds reasonable. 

     But rather than me speculating, let me find out for you and get back to you.

           (He later confirmed that a new resolution was expected to be introduced later in the afternoon.)

           Spokesman:  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Prepared by News Services Section





DH/3810
http://www.un.org/News/







15 January 2003



W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council calls on all parties in DR of Congo to abide by peace agreements

*
UN probe confirms human rights atrocities in DR of Congo

*
Greek Cypriot, Turkish Cypriot leaders meet in presence of UN envoy

*
Chief UN weapons inspector heads to Europe for talks on Iraq

*
Arms probe in Iraq continues as UN inspectors visit farms, factories and missile plant

*
UN human rights chief continues mission in Africa

*
Annan recommends continued presence of UN force in southern Lebanon

*
UN health agency issues draft text as global tobacco accord nears completion

*
UNICEF contributes $2.5 million to support free primary education in Kenya

*
Development cooperation tops agenda of upcoming UN meeting for Africa

* * * *

DR of Congo

15 January – Members of the United Nations Security Council today stressed the need for all parties claiming a role in the future of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to demonstrate their respect for human rights, international humanitarian law, and the security and well-being of civilian populations in areas under their control.

Reading a statement to the press, the current Council President, Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France, said members called on all Congolese parties to implement without delay the Pretoria Agreement of 17 December 2002, in order to establish a transitional government that should lead to elections in the DRC.

“Council members stressed the need for early action to resolve the key outstanding issues,” the Ambassador said, “especially the question of security for all parties in Kinshasa and stressed the importance of adopting the Pretoria agreement in the framework of the Inter-Congolese Dialogue as soon as possible.”

Deeply concerned at the resumption of fighting in eastern DRC and the continuation of instability in the northeast of the country, Council members urged the parties to abide by the terms of the Gbadolite Agreement signed on 30 December 2002, and in particular to cease immediately all military activities in the area. “They called on the swift implementation of the Luanda Agreement and the establishment of the Ituri Pacification Committee without further delay,” the Council President said.

The massacres and systematic violations of human rights perpetrated by the Congolese Liberation Movement (MLC) and the Congolese Rally for Democracy/National (RCD-N) troops in the Ituri area were also strongly condemned by the members of the Council.

“Jean-Pierre Bemba, as the leader of the MLC, bears the responsibility for the security of civilian populations in the territory under his control,” said the Ambassador, and “members of the Council demanded that Mr. Bemba ensure that these massacres and human rights violations cease immediately and that perpetrators be held accountable.” Taking note of Mr. Bemba’s relevant commitments, Council members also expressed their intention to continue to monitor the situation in this regard, on the basis of continuing investigations by the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Council members further stressed that it was important for the Governments of both Rwanda and the DRC to fully implement their commitments under the Pretoria Accord. They encouraged further efforts by MONUC and the Third Party Verification Mechanism to continue to verify implementation of these commitments, in particular the full withdrawal of Rwandan forces and the absence of all forms of support to the foreign armed groups by the Government of the DRC.

The statement also expressed the Council member’s concern at reports of continuing sponsorship of proxy groups in the DRC, and called on both sides to cooperate fully with the verification efforts of MONUC and the Third Party Verification Mechanism.

* * *

DR of Congo

15 January – A United Nations investigation has confirmed reports of serious human rights abuses perpetrated by soldiers and armed groups operating in the northeastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN mission in the country said today.

According to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), corroborating testimonies reveal “systematic looting and rape” as well as summary executions and abductions used as weapons of war by soldiers of the Congolese Liberation Movement (MLC) and the Congolese Rally for Democracy/National (RCD-N) during their occupation of Mambasa territory in the latter part of last year.

The UN team, dispatched late last month to follow up on reports of human rights abuses, interviewed 368 people – victims and witnesses alike – during two weeks spent in Mangina and Oicha villages, where tens of thousands of displaced people found refuge.

Along with the abuses confirmed in those villages and others on the main road between Mambasa and Mangina, the investigators also verified that among the people executed, mutilated and cannibalized by the MLC and RCD-N military forces, there were members of the Pygmies’ community forced to leave the forest. The UN continues to receive testimonies from the thousands displaced in Oicha and Butembo.

The exact number of the victims has so far not been determined.

The investigation team’s preliminary report was presented to the UN Security Council in New York and to the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva.

* * * 

Cyprus

15 January – The Greek Cypriot leader, Glafcos Clerides, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, met today in Cyprus in the presence of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser, Alvaro de Soto, a UN spokesman said in New York.

“The leaders reiterated their commitment to negotiate on the basis of the Secretary-General’s revised proposal of 10 December 2002, with a view to completing an agreement by the end of February so that informed decisions can be taken by the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots in separate referenda on 30 March 2003,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

The leaders have agreed to meet again, together with their advisers, on Friday, according to Mr. Eckhard. A programme for intensive negotiations in the coming weeks would be agreed at that time.

The work of the so-called technical committees will continue in parallel, he added.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

15 January – Hans Blix, the chief United Nations weapons inspector, is leaving today for a series of meetings with senior European officials before heading to Baghdad this weekend for further talks with Iraqi authorities about the country’s compliance with the inspection process, a UN spokesman said Wednesday.

On Thursday, Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), is expected to meet with the European Union’s High Representative for a Common Foreign and Security Policy, Javier Solana, as well as the European Commission’s External Relations Commissioner, Chris Patten.

Afterwards, Mr. Blix is slated to travel to Paris, where he is expected to meet with French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin. From Paris, the Executive Chairman will visit London for talks with senior officials of the British Government before stopping over in Cyprus on his way to Baghdad along with Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

“Clearly these consultations in Europe are important,” UNMOVIC spokesman Ewen Buchanan told UN Radio. “It’s useful for [him] to have spoken to Europe before he goes to Baghdad to begin to pass on the sentiments that the international community wants this job to be carried out and that Iraq should get on and give us more information to try and settle some of the issues. So it’s useful in terms of the political message it sends.”

As for the meetings in Baghdad, Mr. Buchanan said the UNMOVIC chief would use the visit to remind Iraq of its obligations and to ask again for more evidence about the gaps in the arms declaration. “Another issue is this list of Iraqi personnel, which we found inadequate, and we will hope to get more information from the Iraqis on all these issues,” he said. “It’s an opportunity for them to give us anything prior to Dr. Blix having to write this 27 January update on the 60 days of inspection. So it’s an important timeline.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

15 January – As the chief United Nations inspectors prepare to visit Iraq this weekend, UN monitors on the ground continued to visit a variety of sites today, including agricultural facilities, a heavy machinery design plant and a missile propellant factory.

Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), are expected to arrive in Baghdad on 19 January from Larnaca, Cyprus. They will hold talks with Iraqi officials on both 19 and 20 January.

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team inspected Government office buildings adjacent to a Presidential compound in Baghdad, although it did not go inside the compound, UN spokesman Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad. Another multidisciplinary team went to the north of Tiklit by helicopter to inspect the Tiklit Munitions Depot.

An UNMOVIC chemical team inspected three sites: the Saad State Company, a design centre for refineries; the Khan Dari Stores, a storage facility; and the Nassr Al Adheem State Company, a heavy equipment manufacturer.

South of Baghdad, an UNMOVIC biological team inspected a privately owned farm, according to the spokesman. Several doors were sealed, as keys to the rooms were not available. After keys were found, the team returned to the site several hours later to inspect these rooms.

Another biological team visited four colleges at Anbar University in Ramadi, including the College of Education for Women, Biology Department; the College of Science; the College of Education and the College of Medicine.

An UNMOVIC missile team inspected the Al Ameen Factory, one of the plants belonging to the Al Rasheed State Company. “The factory was involved in the BADR 200 solid propellant missile project before 1991, and has since been responsible for the fabrication of motor cases and nozzles for Iraq’s other solid propellant missiles,” Mr. Ueki said.

The team then split into two to verify information provided by Al Ameen staff during technical discussions. One sub-team visited the Al Rasheed SC Headquarters, while the other drove to the Al Zafaraniya Military College of Engineering, near the Al Rasheed Air Base.

The IAEA inspected three sites: the Isakandariya State Enterprise for Mechanical Industries, a general-purpose heavy equipment engineering plant; the Al Mutaz Technical Institute, which specializes in mechanical engineering; and the Hatteen State Company, an ammunitions and armaments organization.

Meanwhile in Vienna, the seventh basic training course for inspectors is slated to start on 20 January. The three-week course has invited 58 persons from 21 countries – including 6 persons from 3 Arab countries – to attend the course.

* * *
Angola

15 January – The United Nations top human rights official today travelled to Angola, the last stop on his weeklong mission to assess the humanitarian, human rights and political situation in Africa.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello is scheduled to meet with President José Eduardo dos Santos and other senior officials in Angola on a three-day visit highlighted by discussions on the current peace process. Mr. Vieira de Mello will also draw attention to the importance of human rights in achieving national reconciliation.

Earlier this week, Mr. Vieira de Mello was in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where he met yesterday with President Joseph Kabila and expressed his concern about the fate of 30 people recently sentenced to death by a military court on charges that they were involved in the assassination of the previous President, Laurent-Desiré Kabila.

The High Commissioner’s concerns were echoed yesterday by two experts from the Commission on Human Rights. In a joint statement, UN Special Rapporteurs Asma Jahangir, who deals with summary or arbitrary execution, and Iulia Antoanella Motoc, who deals with the DRC, expressed their “serious concern” that the trials conducted by the military tribunal that handed down the sentences were “seriously flawed and unfair.” They were also concerned by reports that 15 people had been executed recently following a military tribunal judgment.

Both Rapporteurs said they have received information that the judges on the tribunals had little training in international human rights law. There were also reports that the defendants did not have sufficient time to prepare their trials and had been denied appeals.

The experts urged the Government of the DRC, and in particular President Kabila, to make certain international safeguards and restrictions on capitol punishment are in place, and to reinstate the country’s moratorium on executions, which was lifted on 23 September 2002.

* * *

Lebanon

15 January – The situation in southern Lebanon has returned to one of general stability with sporadic incidents of hostility between Lebanon and Israel, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report on the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

The report, which recommends that the Security Council extend the mandate of UNIFIL for another six months until 31 July, says that although the main source of tension is “the provocative cycle” of Israeli air violations of the Blue Line and Hizbollah anti-aircraft fire, it is also due in part to the volatile situation in the Middle East, and underscores the need for “a comprehensive, just and lasting peace” in the region.

The Secretary-General, noting the growing capacity of the Government of Lebanon to exercise its authority and extend the reach of the Joint Security Forces and the army, calls on that government to continue to “do its utmost to encourage a calm environment.”

On organizational matters, Mr. Annan notes that the Force has been reconfigured to 2,000, as requested by the Security Council, and that no further reduction of personnel is planned. He also points out a “serious shortfall” of $93.9 million in the funding of the Force. Thanking troop-contributing countries for their patience on this matter, the Secretary-General appeals to all Member States for prompt payment of outstanding arrears.

The report also raises other concerns that UNIFIL continues to monitor, including an unresolved dispute over a water project on the Hasbani River and casualties resulting from the large number of minefields in the UNIFIL area.

* * *

Tobacco

15 January – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today made public the draft text that will be key to the final round of negotiations on a global treaty aimed at curbing the advertising, promotion, sales and smuggling of tobacco products.

Praising the draft from Geneva today, WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland called the new text “a solid basis for a treaty that, when adopted, will protect public health.”

When in effect, the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) – the first international health treaty under the agency’s auspices – will be an important tool in the fight against cancer, heart disease and emphysema and for health promotion efforts globally. “I am confident we can craft a convention which both has muscle and that can be accepted by all,” Dr. Brundtland said.

Echoing that sentiment, the draft’s lead negotiator, Ambassador Luis Felipe de Seixas Corrêa of Brazil, chair of the Inter-governmental Negotiating Body (INB) of the Framework Convention, said the aim of this text is to “ensure that we end up with a treaty which is an effective tool for improving public health.”

The chair’s revised text will be the basis for the sixth and final session of the INB, which will take place in Geneva from 17 to 28 February. Over those 11 days, delegations from WHO’s 192 Member States will negotiate a final text that will be submitted for adoption in May by the World Health Assembly, the organization’s governing body. Once the Assembly has adopted the convention, further discussions will be opened to add more detailed protocols on specific issues.

“We have made excellent progress thus far and I am confident we will be able to move the process ahead to prepare the convention for adoption by the next Assembly,” said Ambassador de Seixas Corrêa. During the fifth round of negotiations last October, substantial progress was made towards agreement on such key issues as tobacco advertising, illicit trade in tobacco products, taxes, and international co-operation.

* * * 
Kenya

15 January – With over 1 million children eager to attend school in Kenya, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced a donation of $2.5 million to urgently support the Kenyan Government’s pledge to provide free and compulsory primary education.

A UNICEF spokesperson in Nairobi said that 1.5 million children showed up for classes after the new government announced it would immediately abolish fees at all government schools. Hailing the government’s education initiative as a “milestone,” UNICEF Representative Nicholas Alipui said the agency is working to swiftly assess those children most in need as a priority.

The UNICEF funds – for use over the next three months – will benefit 450,000 girls and boys from grade 1 to 3 with learning and teaching materials in eight districts and Nairobi. Specifically, the agency will provide “basic education kits” – exercise books, pens and pencils, rulers, sharpeners, slates and chalk – and recreational kits, which include footballs, volleyballs and jump ropes. 

The funds will also support the training of 5,000 teachers, and assist in the repair and rehabilitation of primary school classrooms and their water and sanitation facilities. 

Another feature of UNICEF’s response to the government’s initiative will be to pick up the pace on its commitment to leave no girl behind as the country attempts to move forward, said Mr. Alipui. Crucial to the overall effort to get girls into schools is the provision of clean water and sanitation facilities. “The lack of separate facilities for girls and boys is a major barrier to girls’ attendance,” he added.

Further, UNICEF is making a concerted effort to seek additional funds to increase support to the Kenyan Government in its commitment to provide low-cost, quality basic education to the country’s children, Mr. Alipui said.

* * *
Africa

15 January – Effective implementation of the new development cooperation agenda will be the subject of an upcoming meeting in Ethiopia between African finance ministers and their counterparts from the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa said today.

Finance and planning ministers from 11 African countries – Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Lesotho, Mali, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia and Uganda – are scheduled to attend the so-called Big Table, which will get underway in Addis Ababa on Saturday.

The Big Table is an initiative designed by ECA to promote frank, constructive dialogue between African finance ministers and their OECD counterparts. The format and agenda are designed to allow for maximum interactive dialogue, with no formal statements.

This year’s discussions will focus on approaches to monitoring the performance of Africa and its partners towards meeting shared goals in the context of mutual accountability.

The notion of mutual accountability is a hallmark of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and a manifestation of its appeal for a new “compact” between Africa and its external partners. This compact calls for African countries to undertake the political and economic reforms needed to place their economies on a path towards sustainable growth. In turn, external partners would invest – through aid, debt relief, and market access – the resources needed to help African countries in this effort.

* *** *
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