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UN to Study Environment/War Links by:   Reuters 1/15/2004   

The United Nations wants to study links between the environment and human conflict to see how future wars might be sparked by factors like global warming. Pollution, droughts, floods, storms, desertification, and rising sea levels are among possible triggers of wars in a world with more and more people competing for limited resources. 

"The environment can be a trigger of conflict but we don't know enough about it," Steve Lonergan, director of the U.N. Environment Program division of early warning and assessment in Nairobi, told Reuters. 

A new UNEP survey of governments around the world showed that the two main gaps in environmental understanding were links between the environment and conflict, as well as the environment and poverty, he said. 

"Under climate change we expect more extreme events, more floods, more droughts," said Lonergan, a Canadian scientist. 

He added that global warming could in turn lead to instability by forcing people to move to other areas, causing conflict with people already living there. 

Many scientists say that emissions of gases like carbon dioxide, mainly from cars and factories, are blanketing the planet and driving up temperatures. 

"But this is not just about climate change. Resource scarcity and abundance can also contribute to conflict," he said. Abundant natural resources like diamonds and metals can also cause conflicts. 

He said that environment ministers from around the world, due to meet in South Korea in late March, were likely to approve a new drive to widen U.N. understanding of the environment and links to conflicts and poverty. 

UNEP might set up a new secretariat on environmental peace and conflict, he said. 

"The classic case is water scarcity in the Middle East," Lonergan said. Lack of water is one underlying cause of conflict between Israel and Syria and Israel and the Palestinians. Environmental damage has been a factor in

________________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire
January 14, 2004

UNEP PROPS KENYA'S AFFORESTATION PROGRAMME

 Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has launched a tree-planting exercise in support of efforts to minimise deforestation in Kenya's Lake Victoria region.

UNEP youth and support programmes chief Theodore Oben said the operation dubbed 'Plant for Planet' and supported by the foundation for global peace and environment targets the planting of one million trees within six years. 

Oben told PANA Wednesday that the campaign would engage schools and children in the region.

He noted that worldwide, more than 2,000 trees are destroyed every minute, threatening the very survival of the human race.

"In the last century, the world lost over 80 percent of its original forests and every second, an area of forest the size of a football field is destroyed" said the UNEP official.

Also commenting on the trend, Kenyan MP Sammy Weya urged the government to gazette six hills in the region (his constituency) for afforestation programmes.

"All our hills are bare and the few trees that we have are under threat from charcoal burners," the legislator bemoaned.
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National News Program on Water 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 28, 2003 
  
The year of 2003 has been designated the "International Year of Freshwater" by the United Nations and environmental groups around the globe. In support of this worldwide water effort, the ECONEWS TV series, with host Nancy Pearlman, is featuring author William E. Marks and his book, The Holy Order of Water. Says Marks about our relationship with water, "It is a fact that each one of us has the potential to influence the course of all life on Earth for the better. Through the simple act of just thinking about water, we create a bond with water. In this way we form a bond with all life, as we raise the level of our own water consciousness." " You as an individual, can help yourself to feel better about life, by simply awakening to water." Says Marks, "Try and do a water deed each day. Even if it's something as simple as giving thanks for the water you drink. No matter how small or large your effort, you and the living world around you will benefit. Marks' book, The Holy Order of Water, is endorsed by Walter Cronkite; Ted Danson; Larry Dossey, M.D., David Rothenberg, and Susan Seacrest, President of the National Groundwater Foundation. This ECONEWS interview contains vintage footage of Marks talking with Walter Cronkite about coastal waters, and about the threat of underground fuel tanks to our groundwater. The three-time EMMY-nominated ECONEWS television series covers all environ-mental issues. It is produced by Educational Communications, a nonprofit (501-c-3) volunteer organization. Each half-hour show is hosted by United Nations Environment Programme Global 500 Laureate Nancy Pearlman. ECONEWS is in its 19th year, and has won many awards and Emmy Nominations. Distribution includes over 100 cable outlets (local origination, public access, governmental and educational channels) and selected PBS stations. A listing of the hundreds of cities and over 25 states where the program airs is available on request. Each show airs about one thousand times and reaches approximately 35 million homes. Videotape copies for home, school, and group use are available as are copies for broadcast and cablecast. 
  
"The answer to your health; personal peace, and succees as a life form can all be found in water. The time to begin your relationship with water is now." Says Marks. 
For more information contact: Nancy Pearlman William E. Marks ECONEWS 222 Katama Road P. O Box 351419, Los Angeles, CA 90035 Martha's Vineyard, MA 02539 Phone (310) 559-9160 (508) 627-4929 ECNP@aol.com * www.ecoprojects.org williamemarks@aol.com 
  
http://www.ExpertClick.com/NewsReleaseWire/default.cfm?Action=ReleaseDetail&ID=4647

ENS

U.S. Environmental Groups Battle Bush Policies 
By J.R. Pegg

WASHINGTON, DC, January 15, 2004 (ENS) - President George W. Bush has the worst environmental record in American history and shows no signs of changing his tune, environmentalists said today at a press briefing. 

The panel of experts from many of the nation's major environmental organizations said the administration is enacting a broad agenda to relax federal environmental laws and limit the ability of federal agencies to protect the nation's air, water and public lands. 

"We are very worried the administration will live up to its reputation again this year," said Debbie Boger of the Sierra Club. 

Environmentalists at the briefing said the Bush administration has repeatedly demonstrated during the past three years its willingness to override public opinion and public health concerns to weaken environmental regulations. 

"They have a pattern of telling the American public one thing and then doing another," Boger said. 

The environmental groups cite regulatory revisions and proposals by the administration to weaken the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the National Environmental Policy Act and the Endangered Species Act. [image: image5.jpg]



President George W. Bush says he is committed to safeguarding the environment. (Photo by Paul Morse courtesy the White House)
They say there have been more than 200 major rollbacks of the nation's environmental laws during the Bush presidency. 

Administration officials dispute such criticism and say the President is intent on using sound science to support its decisions, which reflect a desire to balance the need for economic growth and development with environmental protection and conservation. 

In a speech last month, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator (EPA) Mike Leavitt said the administration is committed to creating a "faster tempo of improvement using improved technology, better partnerships and markets." 

"We will continue to protect and safeguard," Leavitt told EPA employees. "We will do it faster, better and more collaboratively than has ever been done before. We will be the builders of a 21st century network and the keepers of a 30 year ethic." 

But the administration's rhetoric does not mesh with reality, said Anna Aurillio of the U.S. Public Interest Research Group. 

"The only sound science they will use is the science that sounds good to polluters," she said. 

Any of the major candidates seeking to unseat the President would be better stewards of the environment, said Betsy Loyless, a lobbyist with the League of Conservation Voters (LCV). 

The LCV is one of the few environmental organizations that can endorse candidates and contribute to campaigns. Loyless said the organization plans to redouble efforts to ensure the public knows the difference between the President and his opponents and to explain to voters the local impacts of federal environmental laws. 

The environment can be a useful issue for opponents of the President, Loyless said, and even the Bush administration acknowledges "the public links them to oil, gas and other corporate interests." 

The administration is not just undermining environmental protections through administrative rules and legislative initiatives, said John Walke of the Natural Resources Defense Council, federal officials are trying to relax environmental laws through favorable legal settlements and by appealing court decisions that uphold longstanding interpretations of federal statutes. [image: image6.jpg]



Conservationists are upset with Bush administration for allowing continued logging in the Tongass National Forest. (Photo courtesy the U.S. Forest Service)
The environmentalists used the briefing to offer their outlook for 2004 and they predicted another year of tense legal battles over the administration's policies - with several prominent cases to be heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The nation's highest court could rule this session on cases involving federal clean water and clean air rules, as well as Vice President Dick Cheney's appeal of a court ruling that would force him to disclose details of meetings of his controversial energy task force. 

The Supreme Court will also hear an appeal by the administration to overturn a ruling that blocked the Bush plan to open U.S. borders to Mexican long haul trucks - environmentalists successfully argued that the Bush administration did not consider the environmental impact of the plan. 

In addition, the court will hear an appeal by the Bush administration of a ruling that found the courts can force the Interior Department to protect Wilderness Study Areas from damage caused by off road vehicle use. 

The case could have far reaching implications, as it centers on whether federal agencies can be sued by the public for failing to comply with a Congressional mandate. 

Lower courts are slated to consider legal challenges to the Bush administration's revisions to federal clean air rules and its plans to accelerate coal bed methane development in the Powder River Basin, in addition to its regulatory and legal positions on issues that include: nuclear waste cleanup; hazardous waste storage; factory farm pollution rules; protection of roadless areas in national forests; protection of endangered species; strip mining regulations; and oil spill rules. 

Environmentalists acknowledge a difficult road ahead but say they have been lifted by several recent decisions supporting their positions. 

Last month federal courts blocked some of the administration's revisions to clean air rules as well as its effort to scrap a ban on snowmobiling in Yellowstone. 

This week a federal appeals court rejected a Bush plan to ease air conditioner efficiency standards 

Those decisions are the "chickens coming home to roost on unlawful actions by the administration," Walke said. [image: image7.jpg]



Critics believe the administration is not serious about cleaning up the nation's toxic waste sites and is trying to shift the burden to states and local governments. (Photo courtesy Pennsylvania Department of Environment)
On the legislative front, the environmental groups say they will pay close attention to the energy bill, the omnibus spending bill, a transportation reauthorization bill and the fiscal year 2005 budgetary and appropriations process. 

The current Republican leadership in Congress has been "hostile to environmental laws," said Sara Zbed of Friends of the Earth. 

Zbed says there is a systematic attempt by the Bush administration and some Congressional leaders to use the budget and appropriations process "to fundamentally cripple agencies charged with enforcing environmental laws." 

The highway bill contains provisions that roll back clean air rules, Zbed said, and the spending omnibus and other appropriations bills are natural vehicles for anti environmental riders. 

But the energy bill, which the administration helped craft, may be the worst of all, says Aurillio. 

The 1,200 page bill, which proponents will attempt to revive in the U.S. Senate next week, was crafted behind closed doors, contains a slew of anti environmental policies and does nothing to shift the nation's energy future away from fossil fuels or nuclear energy, Aurillio said. 

"It is like a dead fish," she said. "The longer it sits around, the more it stinks."

________________________________________________________________________________________ENS 

Gore Blasts Bush on Environment 
NEW YORK, New York, January 15, 2004 (ENS) - Former Vice President Al Gore today slammed President George W. Bush's environmental record and described Bush as a "moral coward" willing to undermine the public interest in order to appease his financial contributors. Gore told a Manhattan audience the Bush administration is pursuing "radical changes that reverse a century of American policy designed to protect our natural resources." 

"The White House has routinely gone out on a limb to involve large contributors representing companies charged with violating environmental laws and regulations in the drafting of new laws and regulations designed to let their clients off the hook," Gore said. 

Gore, who lost the 2000 presidential election to Bush, has emerged as a vocal critic of the administration and today's speech was the latest in a series blasting the President. 

"We are now at a true fork in the road," Gore said. "And in order to take the right path, we must choose the right values and adopt the right perspective." 

Gore told the invited audience at New York's Beacon Theater that the administration has "explored new frontiers in cynicism by time and time again actually appointing the principal lobbyists and lawyers for the biggest polluters to be in charge of administering the laws that their clients are charged with violating." 

"At times it seems as if the Bush administration is wholly owned by the coal, oil, utility and mining companies," said Gore. 
Former Vice President Al Gore. (Photo courtesy moveon.org)
Gore took aim at the administration's record on clean air, clean water, public lands protection and toxic waste cleanup. 

In each case the administration devising policies in secret and in close cooperation with special interests that have a vested interest in the outcome, Gore said, and in each case "the public interest is not only ignored but actively undermined." 

The administration's proposal to reduce mercury emissions from coal fired power plants falls far short of what could - and should - be done to reduce that pollutant, Gore said, and is based on the decision not to treat mercury as a hazardous air pollutant. 

"Are you all right with that - the President saying that mercury should not be treated as a hazardous air pollutant?" Gore asked. 

Supporters of Bush's environmental policies lashed out at Gore and called him an extremist out of step with the American public. 

"The speech is full of demagoguery, misleading statements, formulations intended to deceive, unsupported allegations of wrongdoing and hypocrisy," said Amy Ridenour, president of The National Center for Public Policy Research, a conservative think tank based in Washington D.C. 

There was a partisan feel to Gore's speech, which was sponsored by the liberal activist group moveon.org and the organization Environment 2004. 

But the former vice president is far from the only critic of the Bush administration's environmental policies - many environmentalists and Congressional Democrats, as well as few Republicans - have voiced similar rebukes of the administration. 

In today's speech Gore reserved some of his sharpest criticism for President Bush's stance on global warming, which he described as "reckless and extreme." 
Bush toured a Detroit power plant last September and defended his environmental record as one that seeks the proper balance between environmental protection and the economic needs of the nation. (Photo by Tina Hager courtesy White House)
Bush has repeatedly questioned the science behind global warming - he withdrew U.S. support for the Kyoto Protocol and refuses to support mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reductions. 

Gore accused the President of ignoring ample scientific evidence from the vast majority of the world's most respected environmental scientists. 

The clear message from the scientific community, Gore said, is that global warming caused by human activities "is becoming a serious threat to our common future." 

But the Bush administration "does not seem to hear the warnings of the scientific community in the same way that most of us do," Gore said. 

The President's global warming policy has "caused America to be seen by the other nations of the world as showing disdain for the international community," Gore said. 

"There is no doubt that we could solve the problem of global warming," Gore said. "Instead of spending enormous sums of money on an unimaginative and retread effort to make a tiny portion of the Moon habitable for a handful of people, we should focus instead on a massive effort to ensure that the Earth is habitable for future generations." 

Investment in alternative energy sources and environmentally sustainable technologies can strengthen the U.S. economy, create millions of new jobs and "inspire the world with a bold and moral vision of humankind's future."

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

World 'going too slow on poverty' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The world is doing much too little to live up to its promises on eradicating poverty, an influential economic group says in an analysis of progress so far. 
The World Economic Forum says efforts towards achieving the UN's Millennium Development Goals are faltering badly. 

The goals set targets for realising a better world in several areas including hunger, peace and health, many by 2015. 

But the forum says the world is doing scarcely a third of what is needed to fulfil the goals, agreed by 189 states. 

Ambitious aims 
The forum is an independent body which says it exists to "provide a collaborative framework for world leaders to address global issues, and to promote entrepreneurship in the global public interest". 

It is holding its annual meeting in the Swiss resort of Davos from 21 to 25 January. 

The millennium goals, agreed at a United Nations summit in 2000, set an agenda for tackling some of the most urgent global problems. 

Two are undated commitments on improving human rights and strengthening peace and security. 

The others commit UN members, by 2015, to: ensure universal primary education and gender parity in primary and secondary schooling prevent a dangerous human influence on climate, conserve biodiversity, and halve the proportions of those without water and sanitation begin to reverse the spread of HIV/Aids and malaria, and cut by two-thirds the under-five mortality rate and by three-quarters the maternal mortality ratio halve the number of people suffering from hunger and the proportion living in poverty. The forum's Global Governance Initiative spent a year analysing the world's progress towards the goals, and rated achievements on a scale of one to 10. 

Peace and security scored three: the forum says the positive news was that no new civil wars broke out in 2003, though the world failed to prevent war in Iraq. 

The poverty score was four, with domestic policies and private efforts praised for improving the lives of millions, despite lack of progress globally. 

Hopeful signs 
Hunger rated only three, with the comment that "vast swathes of humanity will face increasing hunger unless international trade policies are changed". 

Education also achieved three, because despite "impressive" recent progress towards universal primary provision and gender parity, at least 96 countries are off-target. 

Health earns four, with "many new and promising initiatives" on HIV/Aids and other scourges. 

Environment was "largely bleak", with "little evidence" the world was even thinking seriously about climate change, biodiversity and safe drinking water. It scored three. 

Human rights, "very mixed", also rated three. The forum criticises the treatment of migrants and of those held on suspicion of involvement in terrorism. 

Making the connections 
It says: "The international prohibition against torture has been perceived to soften since... 11 September 2001, with numerous countries undermining civil liberties in the name of national security." 

Sadako Ogata, the president of the Japan International Cooperation Agency, said: "The attempt to link the security sector with the development agenda is particularly significant. 

"Focusing on the security and development nexus will go a long way in pushing the global agenda for the benefit of all who suffer daily threats and poverty." 

Richard Samans, the forum's managing director, said: "The international community is simply not trying hard enough. The report shines an independent spotlight on the large gap between our aspirations and our actions." 

Experts estimate that the amount of development aid given by rich countries to the poor would need to double, from $50bn per year to $100bn per year, to meet the millennium goals. 

The US, which gives the least aid as a proportion of GDP of any major country, has recently announced an increase in its aid budget by $5bn per year. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

___________________________________________________________________________BBC

WHO is 'failing malaria patients' 
Experts leading the battle against malaria have been accused of "medical malpractice" in supplying inappropriate drugs to African countries. 
Drug resistance to traditional, cheap, treatments is an increasing problem in the fight against the disease. 

Writing in the Lancet, critics say the Global Fund, backed by the World Health Organisation (WHO), is wrongly funding these treatments. 

But the WHO said it always advocated the newer, more effective, treatment. 

Proposals may have many aspects to them which would all be lost if we refused them because countries wanted chloroquine 
Jon Liden, Global Fund 

Malaria kills around a million people each year, most of whom are children. 

The WHO launched a campaign in 1998 to halve deaths from malaria by 2010. 

The fight against malaria has been undermined by resistance to conventional treatments such as chloroquine and sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine. 

But research has shown artemisinin-class combination therapy (ACT) is much more effective in tackling the disease. 

But it is around 10 times more expensive than chloroquine. 

'Irresponsible' 
The Global Fund for Aids, tuberculosis, and malaria was set up in 2002 by the G8 group of industrialised countries. 

It has awarded grants totalling $2.1bn, between a quarter and a third of which has been spent on fighting malaria. 

Countries apply to the fund, and a WHO representative has to back the bid. 

Authors of the Lancet article, malaria specialists from around the world, say the Global Fund and the WHO should not approve funding for the less effective chloroquine treatment. 

Writing in the journal, the scientists led by Dr Amir Attaran of the Royal Institute of International Affairs in London, said: "Despite a policy that names ACT as the gold standard of treatment, WHO signs its approval when the Global Fund funds cheap but ineffective chloroquine or sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine." 

They say such decisions are "indefensible", and accuse the WHO and GFATM of conduct ethically and legally tantamount to "medical malpractice" in supplying inappropriate drugs to Africans with malaria. 

"To provide chloroquine and sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine treatments...at least wastes precious international aid money, and at most, kills patients who have malaria." 

They call for definitive treatment guidelines to be published by the WHO to guide countries applying to the Global Fund. 

'Open door' 
But Ian Simpson of the WHO told BBC News Online: "We have been saying that ACT is the best way to treat malaria since 2001. 

"The problem has been money. In the early stage of the fund, countries weren't convinced that it would provide sustainable funding for the more expensive treatment. 

"Now there is a growing belief is a sustainable source, and countries are increasingly asking for funding for ACT." 

Jon Liden of the Global Fund added: "The critics are pushing on a door that is already open. 

"We are actively encouraging ACT proposals, but it would be hopeless to insist on them. 

"The proposals may have many aspects to them which would all be lost if we refused them because countries wanted chloroquine." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

Reuters

Ebola May Come from 'Bush Meat,' Study Finds


WASHINGTON - The deadly Ebola virus, which emerged mysteriously from African forests, probably attacks people who butcher and eat infected animals, researchers said on Thursday. 

The virus, which most recently killed 29 people in the Congo Republic, seems to break out when people slaughter chimpanzees, gorillas and small antelopes called duikers, the scientists said. 

"Humans and duikers scavenging for meat probably became infected by contact with dead apes," they wrote in their report, published in Friday's issue of the journal Science. 

"Almost all human Ebola outbreaks in Gabon and the Republic of Congo have been linked to the handling of dead animals by villagers or hunters, and increased animal mortality always preceded the first human cases," added the international team of researchers, led by Eric Leroy of the Development Research Institute in Gabon. 

They said health workers may be able to get a warning of Ebola outbreaks when large numbers of dead animals start appearing in forests. 

Ebola first appeared in 1976 and causes a particularly frightening and deadly form of hemorrhagic fever. Patients die of shock but may bleed internally and externally. 

Depending on the strain of virus, it kills between 50 and 90 percent of patients. 

Leroy and colleagues studied several outbreaks in central Africa and said villagers, and they themselves, found many dead animals just around the time of an outbreak. 

They also found that great apes such as chimps and gorillas could be infected, although the original source of the virus remains unknown. 

"The human outbreaks consisted of multiple simultaneous epidemics caused by different viral strains, and each epidemic resulted from the handling of a distinct gorilla, chimpanzee or duiker carcass," they wrote. 

"These animal populations declined markedly during human Ebola outbreaks, apparently as a result of Ebola infection. Recovered carcasses were infected by a variety of Ebola strains, suggesting that Ebola outbreaks in great apes result from multiple virus introductions from the natural host." 

This natural host, or reservoir, is likely to be an animal that is not made ill by the virus, scientists say. 

EBOLA ANOTHER BLOW TO ENDANGERED GORILLAS 

Gorillas in particular have been hard-hit by Ebola, the researchers noted. Along with poaching and habitat loss, this could lead to their extinction in western Central Africa, they said. 

Many people in Africa depend on apes and monkeys -- known as bush meat -- for food. But some governments are trying to discourage the practice because many apes are endangered. 

And other viruses, including the HIV virus that causes AIDS, are believed to have come from chimps and other close relatives of humans. 

"Now we know that the virus doesn't 'spread' as much as it spills over from many sources in the forest," said Dr. William Karesh of the New York-based Wildlife Conservation Society, who worked on the study. 

Karesh, Leroy and colleagues found that one outbreak between October 2001 and May 2003 was caused by eight viral strains originating from different areas. 

Story by Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

16 January 2004

General environment news

4.8 degree seism in the Marrakech region 

Marrakech, Morocco (PANA) - A 4.8-degree seism on the Ritcher scale Thursday morning shook the Marrakech region (Southern Morocco), the National Scientific and Technical Research Centre (CNRST) announced. The centre mentioned no victims or material damage. The tremor, recorded at 7h32 am (0832 GMT), was felt by the inhabitants of the regions of EL Haouz and Taroudant, near the city of Agadir (600km south of Rabat), devastated in 1960 by an earthquake which killed more than 15,000 people.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027789&dte=15/01/2004
Angola threatens to sue TotalFinaElf over gas leak 

Luanda, Angola (PANA) - Angolan authorities have threatened to sue oil giant TotalFinaElf should the gas leak from one than initially estimated. A leak of hydrogen sulphate was reported in Soyo village, north of the country, while the oil company workers were cleaning an oil well. Several people have reportedly developed illnesses, including impaired eyesight, while cashew plantations are also affected. According to Carlos Santos, Angolan Director of Environment, a team from the Urban Development and Environment Ministry would visit Soyo to assess the seriousness of the situation. "If the damage proves to be more extensive, we will have to initiate legal action against the company, as was the case with Chevron Texaco in 2001," he said Tuesday, at a meeting in Luanda between representatives of the Ministry and TotalFinaElf. The meeting was called to discuss public health and environmental protection against accidents related to oil exploitation. Santos said the oil group has been asked to launch an information and sensitization campaign on the prevention of possible poisoning. In a statement, the company regretted problems caused to the local population by its plants and promised "to do whatever is necessary to avoid a repeat of similar  incidents." Soyo is Angola's second largest oil-bearing region after Cabinda.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng027691&dte=15/01/2004
Major Food Shortage Forecast

The Nation (Nairobi): A major food shortage is looming countrywide following poor rains last year. According to the Meteorology Department, the famine will peak between February and March, hitting Eastern and North- Eastern provinces hardest. Weather forecaster Peter Omeny says that last year areas like Makindu, Kajiado, Narok, Voi and South Coast received only 40 per cent of their usual average short rains (October and November). Even the bread basket districts of Uasin Gishu and Trans Nzoia did not get their usual supplies. "The poor short rains performance in the Eldoret-Kitale area last year will worsen the situation," Mr. Omeny adds. Leaders are already appealing for food aid to parts of Taita Taveta, Nyando, Makueni and Isiolo districts. Some of the food crops expected to record low yields are staple crops like maize, beans, wheat and rice. The Government says it will spend Sh190 million on relief in 13 districts. The affected districts were Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Ijara, Marsabit, Tana River, Taita Taveta, kilifi, Lamu, Malindi, Kwale, Busia (Budalangi) and Nyando. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401150357.html
KCC to Identify Contaminated Springs

New Vision (Kampala): KAMPALA City Council (KCC) is to carry out a survey to identify the contaminated springs and water sources in the city. Kampala Urban Sanitation Project co-ordinator Dan Twebaze said KCC was to label all contaminated water springs to reduce on the spread of water-borne diseases among city residents. "We are not advocating the closure of the sources, but we want to warn the public against using the water," Twebaza said. He said they would place sign posts against the springs to alert the public and it would be up to them to either use it or not. Twebaza was speaking during the launching of the surveillance of spring water sources in Kampala district at the City Hall recently. "Many people have a cultural belief that spring water is safer than tap water. We want to change this attitude by not only sensitising the public on the contaminated springs, but also to improve them," he said. He said over 500,000 people living in slums used spring water, saying they stood a higher chance of being affected with the water-borne diseases.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401150422.html
_______________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –15 January 2004

Agencia de noticias de la Amazonia

HOOKS AND SKULLS FOR BIO PIRATES   
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The theft of ancestral knowledge and resources of the forest will be publicly condemned next month, the Coalition against Bio Piracy informs in its official announcement for Captain Hook awards 2004, to be granted during the Seventh Conference of the Parts (COP7) of the Convention of Biological Diversity, that will be carried out in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), from February 9 to 20.  

Hooks and Skulls will be distributed among the more threatening and audacious cases of bio piracy registered around the globe during the year 2003. According to the article published in the web site "etc group", "although the Agreement of Biological Diversity is in force for more than one decade ago, bio piracy continues" this year without signs of change.   

One of the regions most affected by this problem it is the Amazon. According to a publication of Granma International newspaper "thanks to a prodigious forest and to the most varied plants existing there, the world has 7 thousand medications of diverse use", and this is not recognized by great pharmaceutical companies whose earnings reach  40 thousand million dollars. Besides, "the investigation costs decrease  40% due to the contributions of knowledge of the ancestral people" who are not paid back.  

The Coalition against Bio Piracy, group formed by organizations of the civil society concerned with this issue, pointed out, in previous years,  the Office of Patents and Registered Brands of the United States like as one of the most despicable for restoring the patent on the ayahuasca, plant of ancestral use of the indigenous people of the Amazon.  

The Granma adds that "the respect to the creation of others is still on agenda, for wealthy people are not seriously fulfilling the law approved by the International Organization of the Work, ILO, and the United Nations."   

These awards contribute to make evident these shameful acts. The inscription deadline is January 21, 2004. For more information visit http://bah.ourproject.org/article.php3?id_article=27.

www.tierramerica.net
	Mining Sets Off Wave of Protest

	



By Thelma Mejía*
Hondurans are mobilizing against several mining companies accused of causing harm against the environment and against human health.
TEGUCIGALPA - The concession of environmental licenses to expand mining exploitation in Honduras has prompted local populations, environmental groups and municipal governments to take action against what they see as the weaknesses of the Mining Law, which could aggravate environmental destruction and poverty.

The first sign was sent by the residents of Valle de Siria, in the central departments of Francisco Morazán, where the U.S.-based Entremares transnational mines for gold.

A recent health impact study attributed the emergence of skin diseases and baldness among the Valle de Siria population to inappropriate mining practices.

Doctor Juan Almendares, director of the non-governmental group Tierra Madre, led the study of 23 families. He found that many newborns presented with skin problems and that school-aged children "are losing hair without explanation."

The operations of Entremares were the target of a protest by Roman Catholic cardinal Oscar Andrés Rodríguez, who two years ago led a march of local residents against the mining company. But the effort proved useless, as Entremares continues to mine for gold.

Executives deny that the company has caused contamination, and say the denunciations are part of a campaign to discredit Entremares and to halt development.

Similar protests have taken place in western Honduras, where two communities have mobilized against the Canadian-based Maverick company and Minerales de Occidente S.A. (Minosa), property of the Honduran Banco Atlántida.

In January 2003, Minosa was slapped with a 54,000-dollar fine for contaminating the environment after a cyanide spill was discovered to have killed off fish in the Lara River, which flows into the Higuito, the main supply of potable water for the Santa Rosa de Copán region, one of the cradles of the ancient Maya civilization.

And more irregularities were found in the granting of environmental licenses. The authorization for Minosa was renewed in August 2003, just as the company threatened to declare bankruptcy.

Juan Carlos Elvir, mayor of Santa Rosa de Copán, told Tierramérica that the public protests against the mining company are so strong "that we have even received death threats."

According to Elvir, his community is not opposed to development, but believes it should be achieved in a balanced way that respects the environment.

The residents oppose open pit mining because it requires cutting down the forest.

As the ore is extracted, it is mixed with chemicals like cyanide in order to separate out the metal. Experts say the technique is appropriate for desert areas, but in Honduras it is being used in lush forested valleys.

The mining companies "clear a forest or a hill without taking into account the environmental consequences. They are depleting our natural resources, and the ones who will pay for the results are those of us who live nearby," said the mayor.

Elvir has led actions against Maverick, joined by his colleague, mayor Amílcar Rodríguez, of La Labor, in the western department of Ocotopeque, on the Guatemalan border.

Maverick holds a state-granted environmental license to exploit 400 hectares in the heart of El Güisayote national reserve, considered one of the "lungs" of western Honduras.

A commission made up of environmental officials, the attorney general, residents, mayors and non-governmental organization activists found that the license is illegal because it violates laws that prohibit exploitation of resources in protected areas.

The commission says "the damage caused by the activities of logging and leveling are considerable, given the topographic conditions and characteristics of the soil in the zone."

The mining industry generates 45 million dollars annually in Honduras. The most common metals mined here are lead, silver, zinc and, to a lesser extent, gold.

In 112,492 square km of territory, 35,359 square km have been ceded for mineral exploration and exploitation. The concessions have been granted to some 15 companies.

The licenses handed out by the mining directorate must be reviewed, because "we have received many reports of irregularities and we believe the concessions should be granted after seeking consensus with the municipalities affected," state environmental prosecutor Elmer Lizardo told Tierramérica.

Joaquín Agüero, adviser to the Ministry of Environment, said the problem lies in the fact that the Mining Law, approved by Congress three years ago, gives too much authority to the mining directorate.

The agency "is totally independent of the Ministry of Environment and nobody regulates or controls it," says Agüero.

* Thelma Mejía is a Tierramérica contributor
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan urges media leaders to use influence to spread information in AIDS fight 

*
Meeting at UN, media executives launch global AIDS awareness campaign

*
Recent progress in Afghanistan raises stakes for success, outgoing UN envoy says 

*
Annan appoints Lakhdar Brahimi to post of Special Adviser

*
UNICEF pledges to demobilize 5,000 child soldiers in Afghanistan

*
Security Council gives nod to unified Kisangani brigade in DR Congo

*
Peace prospects in Liberia better than at any time in recent past – top UN envoy 

*
Annan to seek help of business leaders at Davos in promoting equitable globalization

*
UN envoy discusses regional security concerns with Sierra Leone’s President

*
Sudan: UN envoy asks for $4 million for refugees who have fled to Chad

*
UN officials to investigate reports of exodus from western Ethiopia into Sudan

*
To tackle poverty, empower women and educate girls, Annan says

*
UN-hosted meeting pledges to eradicate polio with massive immunization in 2004

*
East Asia: UN agency voices serious concern over spread of avian flu

*
In bid to boost trade, UN helps to tighten transport links in northeast Asia

*
UN joins forces with US to prevent water-borne disease in Zimbabwe’s capital

*
Annan hails establishment of staff for Central Asia alliance

* * * *

HIV/AIDS

15 January – Asserting that the public still faces a profound lack of awareness about HIV/AIDS, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged media executives from around the world to use their influence to spread information that people need to protect themselves from the deadly disease.

“If there is one thing that we have learned in the two decades of this epidemic, it is that in the world of AIDS, silence is death. As broadcasters, you can bring the disease out of the shadows and get people talking about it in an open and informed way,” the Secretary-General said at the launch in New York of the Global Media AIDS Initiative, an alliance between the UN system and the media born of a partnership between the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the Kaiser Family Foundation.

“You can create an enabling environment, where individuals are free to explore ways of keeping themselves safe and changing their behaviour as necessary,” he told participants.

Noting that recent surveys from more than 40 countries show that more than half of all adolescents and young adults have serious misconceptions about HIV/AIDS and about how the virus is transmitted, Mr. Annan said, “We must and we can change this situation.”

He said broadcasters could designate the fight against HIV/AIDS as a corporate priority. They could dedicate airtime to public service messages and provide prominent news coverage to the epidemic. They could also air special educational or awareness-raising programming.

“More widely, you can join together to form partnerships that draw on shared reach and resources, as some of you have already done,” he said. “You can reach out to other organizations, such as Government departments, NGOs [non-governmental organizations] and civil society groups. You can offer resources and access to airtime, while your partners can provide expertise.”

The Secretary-General said the UN family and the media could build an alliance with an ambitious agenda, one that would inform, educate and entertain people “as a means to giving them the knowledge and incentive they need to protect themselves against HIV/AIDS.”

“I believe this is a unique opportunity none of us would want to miss – and its greatest impact will be where it is most needed, among young people,” he said. “If we can get young people to take the lead in the movement for change, the pandemic can be turned around.”

* * *

HIV/AIDS

15 January – Leading executives from worldwide media organizations gathered today at United Nations Headquarters in New York to meet with Secretary-General Kofi Annan and launch a global initiative that aims to reach people everywhere – especially youth – with information about how to prevent and treat HIV and to help battle AIDS-related stigma and discrimination.

The Global Media AIDS Initiative, arising from a partnership between the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the Kaiser Family Foundation, brought together the Presidents, Chief Executive Officers and senior executives of more than 20 companies from around the world for a discussion on how media can use their resources to raise awareness about and gain broader support for the fight against the disease.

According to UNAIDS, a large percentage of people in some of the worst affected regions have never heard of the disease. Recent studies have shown that in 21 African countries more than 60 per cent of girls were found to have at least one major misconception about the virus or were unaware of its existence. In addition, stigmatization and discrimination against people living with HIV continue to be among the greatest barriers to preventing the spread of new infections and to providing adequate care and support.

In his remarks Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the audience that as leaders of the media they have the power and the reach to disseminate the information people need to protect themselves from HIV/AIDS. “Many of you here have already made magnificent contributions to the fight against the epidemic,” he said. “We hope to see many more of them in the future.”

UNAIDS Executive Director Dr. Peter Piot said that AIDS was an epidemic of the information age. Yet, it was precisely the tools of the information age that were the strongest weapons in the fight against the epidemic, as denial, inaction, ignorance, stigma and discrimination were the key forces that allowed to spread.

“Perhaps most alarmingly, despite knowing what works, we are not yet reversing its spread,” he said, pointing out that more people had been infected with HIV and more people had died of AIDS last year than in any previous year.

“What makes today’s meeting historic is your commitment and action to harness the enormous power of your companies in making AIDS part of your core business,” Dr. Piot said, and that would have a tremendous impact on the world’s response to the epidemic.

Delivering the keynote address to a luncheon for media executives, Bill Gates, Chairman of Microsoft Corp. and Co-founder of The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, highlighted numerous examples of partnerships between the business community, governments and civil society.

“I think the challenge for all of you is to think about how to raise visibility. The AIDS story is not just a bad news story; it’s a story about incredible people doing this scientific discovery…It’s a story of volunteers, it’s a story of people persevering, it’s a story of families coming together. There’s so much that’s positive about this that it doesn’t just have to be viewed as something that is incredibly negative,” he stressed.

At the end of the day, Shashi Tharoor, UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, moderated a press conference for participants in this morning’s meeting. Drew Altman, President and CEO of the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation and co-Chair of the event, said the summit had been an “amazing” event, during which all attending media leaders had made major commitments towards expanding public knowledge and understanding about HIV/AIDS.

Mr. Altman also noted that all the participants had signed a declaration recognizing that the world’s media were in a unique position to help fight the AIDS epidemic. This, coupled with other major initiatives, would bring the fight against AIDS to a new level, he said.

* * *

Afghanistan

15 January – The successful conclusion of Afghanistan’s recent constitutional Loya Jirga promises great hope, but the country faces many onerous challenges if it is to capitalize on that accomplishment, the outgoing senior United Nations envoy to Afghanistan told the Security Council today.

Lakhdar Brahimi, giving his final briefing as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative to Afghanistan, said improving security around the country, strengthening the rule of law, broadening the Government’s popular base and increasing the pace of reconstruction are crucial goals if the gains are not to be wasted.

He said there were too many indications over the last year that there was not enough progress in achieving these goals. The security situation remains poor, especially in the south, east and southeast of the country, while many Pashtuns feel the government does not give them a fair degree of representation, according to the envoy.

Outside the Council, when questioned by reporters, Mr. Brahimi said he was doubtful that Afghanistan could meet the timetable outlined at the UN-brokered Bonn conference in late 2001 of holding national presidential and legislative elections by June this year.

“I think I have said that June for the presidential and legislative elections is not realistic any more. How this is going to be now revised – are you going to have presidential elections alone, and then later legislative elections, or postpone both for a longer period of time? – is up to the people who are going to be involved in Afghanistan,” he said.

Mr. Brahimi said he expected logistical problems would delay the elections by a couple of months, but he was confident they would be held before the end of this year.

During his briefing to the Council, Mr. Brahimi said the achievements of the past two years in Afghanistan – such as the constitutional Loya Jirga, the formation of a national army and police, and the avoidance of large-scale conflict or humanitarian crisis – “mean there is now even more to lose and more to protect.”

Earlier this month, the 502 delegates to the Loya Jirga, or grand council, reached agreement on establishing a constitution for Afghanistan. The new document outlines a presidential system of government, a bicameral legislature, equal rights for women and a judicial system that complies with Islam.

Mr. Brahimi added that the proposal for a second international conference on Afghanistan – supported by the Secretary-General, Kofi Annan – offers a way to re-energize the international commitment to the peace process. 

At the same meeting of the Security Council, Mr. Annan paid tribute to Mr. Brahimi’s work in Afghanistan and echoed the envoy’s comments on the importance of tackling the challenges of security, governance and reconstruction. [It was also announced today that Mr. Brahimi had been named as a Special Adviser to the Secretary-General.] 

Later Chile’s Ambassador, Heraldo Muñoz, who holds the Council’s rotating Presidency for January, read out a press statement expressing the Council’s gratitude for Mr. Brahimi’s work.

He also said Council Members “agreed that the creation of a secure environment and the provision of sufficient funding remain important conditions to hold national elections mandated by Bonn.”

* * *

Brahimi

15 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced the appointment of the outgoing senior UN envoy to Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, as his Special Adviser with the rank of Under-Secretary-General.

A spokesman for Mr. Annan said Mr. Brahimi, 70, had accepted the post after a meeting on Tuesday, but the scope of his specific responsibilities has not yet been determined.

Mr. Brahimi is likely to advise the Secretary-General on “a wide range of issues, including situations in the areas of conflict prevention and conflict resolution,” the spokesman said.

A former Algerian foreign minister with wide experience in international diplomacy, Mr. Brahimi has just completed his two-year term as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative to Afghanistan. It was his second stint in the war-wracked nation – he was the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy to Afghanistan from July 1997 to October 1999.

Mr. Brahimi was awarded the Order of Ghazi Amanula Khan, Afghanistan’s highest decoration, for his efforts. His term culminated in the successful conclusion of the country’s constitutional Loya Jirga.

Between his two assignments in Afghanistan, Mr. Brahimi served as Under-Secretary-General for Special Assignments in Support of the Secretary-General’s Preventive and Peacemaking efforts. During that time, he produced what became known as the Brahimi report, a study of the existing system of peacekeeping and its shortcomings.

Before his term in Afghanistan, Mr. Brahimi was the UN Special Representative to Haiti and to South Africa. He has also undertaken special missions on behalf of the Secretary-General in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (then Zaire), Liberia and Yemen.

* * *

Afghanistan

15 January – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN mission to Afghanistan have set a target of demobilizing 5,000 child soldiers this year as part of their joint campaign to reintegrate war-affected youngsters in the country.

The demobilization scheme began last month in the northeast, where local committees that will help in the process formed in the Badakhshan, Baghlan, Bamiyan, Kunduz and Takhar provinces.

At a press briefing in Kabul today, a spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said demobilization and reintegration committees would be set up in the country’s eastern provinces by the end of this month.

The spokesman said that in Kunduz province 90 per cent of the child soldiers have already been identified and registered for the programme.

The campaign by UNICEF and UNAMA – with the support of several non-governmental organizations (NGOs) – is designed to help up to 10,000 children affected by armed conflict in Afghanistan. It is focused in the north, northeast, central and eastern regions of the country and includes not only child soldiers, but street children, returnees and those children who are working or who are out of school.

In a separate development, UNICEF officials said next week’s opening of a salt iodation plant in Sheberghan, in Afghanistan’s north, should reduce the incidence of iodine deficiency disorders in the region. These disorders include still births, goitre, cretinism and severe hearing problems.

Meanwhile, the cantonment of heavy weapons began today in Kabul. The process of cantonment, or effective disarmament, was enshrined in the 2001 UN-brokered Bonn agreement, which paved the way for Afghanistan’s political transition.

* * *

DR Congo

15 January – Acknowledging that the advent of a transitional national government had changed the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations Security Council today unanimously withdrew its demand for the complete demilitarization of a key town.

Instead, it adopted a resolution welcoming “the efforts currently undertaken to set up the first integrated and unified brigade in Kisangani as a step towards the elaboration and implementation of a comprehensive programme for the formation of a Congolese integrated national army.”

In 2000, the Council demanded that forces from Uganda, Rwanda, the Congolese armed opposition and other armed groups immediately and completely withdraw from Kisangani and it called on all signatories of the 1999 Lusaka Ceasefire Agreement to respect the demilitarization of the city and its surroundings. 

Today’s resolution decided that this demand “shall not apply to the restructured and integrated forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and to the armed forces included in the comprehensive programme for the formation of an integrated and restructured national army.”

Kisangani, a town on the Congo River that has been featured in world literature as Stanleyville, was the scene of major battles in the country’s latest civil war. The destruction of the local infrastructure has left it cut off from commercial links, except by air.

The Council called for more international assistance to further the process of integrating and restructuring the DRC’s armed forces.

* * *

Liberia

15 January – With Liberia’s political and security situation improving by the day, the prospects for restoring peace are greater now than at any time in its recent past, the top United Nations envoy to the war-torn country said today.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Jacques Paul Klein, told a news briefing at UN Headquarters in New York that he believed the peace process is now irreversible despite the inevitable challenges that would arise in a country shattered by nearly 15 years of strife that spread to its neighbours and destabilized the region.

“We know that Liberia is the key to political stability in West Africa. If we fail in Liberia I need not spell out for you the consequences for the region,” Mr. Klein said, calling on the international community to help the country out of its recurring cycle of violence. “It is time to end Liberia’s agony and give its people the future they deserve,” he added.

He said the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), which already had 9,000 military peacekeepers, hopes to reach its full complement of 15,000 by the end of February or early March, “when we can do the kind of job we need to do in terms of demobilization and getting the weapons out of people’s hands.”

As of today UNMIL, which began its mission in October to enforce a peace accord between the Government and two rebel movements, has already demobilized more than 12,600 combatants – about a third of the total – and collected over 9,000 weapons. “So it’s coming, but the sad part is many of them want to give up their weapons but we’re not out there yet able to collect them,” Mr. Klein added.

The process is due to resume next Tuesday after a month’s break following initial turmoil when more people turned up for demobilization than could be accommodated.

A team consisting of the UN, World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), non-government organizations (NGOs) and the Liberian transitional government has been working for the past two months on Liberia’s needs and will present a report to a donors’ conference in early February.

These range from $400 million to $500 million over the next two years, in addition to a $170 million humanitarian appeal made in November, according to UN Development Programme (UNDP) Assistant Administrator Julia Taft. She told reporters that the United States has already committed $200 million to this effort.

“We think the credibility of the process that’s gone on over the last two months is a fabulous statement of solidarity on how the Liberians want to lead this process (of reconstruction),” Ms. Taft told the briefing after a team meeting today. Mr. Klein said he had been very pessimistic two months ago about funding but was now encouraged by the commitments.

* * *

Secretary-General

15 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will seek to recruit business leaders at the annual World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, next week in what he sees as the crucial task of making globalization work for the world’s people.

Five years ago in Davos, Mr. Annan launched a Global Compact aimed at involving the private sector in upgrading environmental, labour and human rights conditions. According to UN officials, during his keynote address to the Forum on 20 January, the Secretary-General will laud progress achieved since then while warning that the current critical juncture in international affairs requires continued efforts to build an open, rules-based global economy that works for the world’s people. Towards that end, he will enlist the intensified help of the business community.

The Davos speech will come on the second day of a 12-day, seven-city, European trip set to begin on Monday evening, when Mr. Annan will arrive in Baden-Baden, Germany, a UN spokesman announced today. He will receive the German Media Prize on Wednesday and hold talks with the country’s Foreign Minister, Joschka Fischer.

After the World Economic Forum, Mr. Annan will travel to Stockholm, where on 25 January, he will meet the Prime Minister. The following day he will address the opening of the Stockholm International Forum 2004 – Preventing Genocide: Threats and Responsibilities.

In Paris the following day, the Secretary-General is scheduled to attend a working luncheon hosted by French President Jacques Chirac and to address a Global Compact meeting.

On 28 January, Mr. Annan will be in Brussels for meetings with the NATO Secretary-General, the European Union College of Commissioners, the European Commission President and the Irish European Union Presidency. The following day, he will receive the Sakharov Prize at a European Parliament ceremony. After that he has meetings scheduled with top Belgian officials.

Still in Belgium that Friday, the Secretary-General will be receiving an honorary doctorate awarded to him last year by the University of Gent.

On his final stop, in Geneva, Mr. Annan has meetings scheduled with President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil and President Chirac. He will also meet – separately and later jointly – with President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and President Paul Biya of Cameroon.

* * *

Sierra Leone

15 January – The new senior United Nations envoy to Sierra Leone today held talks with the country’s President on reviving initiatives aimed at promoting stability in the region.

Daudi Ngelautwa Mwakawago, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, told President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah that Mr. Annan had “specifically asked me to see how I can assist to resuscitate” the Mano River Union, which comprises Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

With regard to the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), the envoy, who last week attended Security Council deliberations on the matter, said its members stressed that “whatever is being done should take into account the sub-region, especially happenings in Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire.” 

President Kabbah said he understood that the mission was reducing its forces, but he added, “The international community has invested so much here so I would expect a careful decision to be taken as to drawdown beyond December.”

While cautioning that the international community “cannot waste all investment just for the sake of drawdown,” he pledged that Sierra Leone would have “adequate security by the time UNAMSIL leaves.”

Mr. Mwakawago, who now heads UNAMSIL, said his job was to work with the Freetown Government, “so that as UNAMSIL draws down, Government takes over.”

A UN assessment team would visit Sierra Leone in February to review the drawdown timetable, he said.

* * *

Chad

15 January – The United Nations envoy to Sudan today appealed to a working group of international donors to give $4.3 million to help some 95,000 Sudanese refugees who have fled the country’s war-torn Darfur region and taken shelter inside neighbouring Chad.

Tom Eric Vraalsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for Sudan, issued his request in Geneva to a meeting of the Humanitarian Liaison Working Group, a gathering of 25 nations that donate regularly to emergency appeals from the UN and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Mr. Vraalsen has just returned from a visit to Chad, where he toured the makeshift camps along the Sudanese border that have been home to tens of thousands of people since fighting erupted in Darfur early last year.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is preparing to move many of the refugees to newly constructed camps further inside Chad in a bid to protect them from repeated cross-border raids by Sudanese militias.

“The humanitarian situation in Darfur is very serious,” Mr. Vraalsen told the donors. “Without a rapid response, the conditions of those refugees will deteriorate rapidly.”

So far the refugees have been relying on support from Chad, UN agencies and the local population as they escape from a conflict between the Sudanese Government and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). Many refugees arriving in Chad have reported repeated killings and lootings by local armed militias in Darfur.

Mr. Vraalsen’s call for support from donors is separate from earlier UN appeals aimed at generating funds to assist the 1 million Sudanese left displaced inside Darfur’s three provinces by the conflict.

* * *

Sudan

15 January – The United Nations refugee and food relief agencies have sent staff to the town of Pochalla in southern Sudan to assess reports that thousands of Ethiopian and Sudanese Anuaks have fled there to escape inter-ethnic violence in western Ethiopia.

Officials from the UN High Commissioner for Refugee (UNHCR) and the World Food Programme (WFP) will spend two days in Pochalla investigating the health and humanitarian needs of the people who have gathered there.

The agencies’ move follows reports from local authorities and the United States-based Christian charity World Relief – the only non-governmental organization (NGO) operating in Pochalla – that 15,000 Anuak people have reached the town recently.

Last month eight people, including three officials from an Ethiopian government agency, were ambushed in their vehicle in Gambella. The attack was blamed on the Anuak community, sparking a recent round of deadly reprisals against Anuaks, according to UNHCR.

* * *

Women

15 January – The greatest weapon in the war against poverty is the empowerment of women and the education of girls, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today, calling for international support for efforts to achieve these goals.

“When it comes to solving the problems of this world, I believe in girl power,” Mr. Annan said in his keynote address to the International Women’s Health Coalition Annual Gala in New York.

He said “study after study” has proved that helping women and girls will serve to raise economic productivity, lower infant and maternal mortality and improve health. “When women are fully involved, the benefits can be seen immediately: families are healthier; they are better fed; their income, savings and investment go up,” he said. “And what is true of families is true of communities and, eventually, whole countries.”

Despite this fact, women and girls suffer disproportionately from the world’s ills, Mr. Annan said, citing the example of HIV/AIDS. “It is a shocking fact – and one of which I, as an African man, feel ashamed – that a girl in sub-Saharan Africa is six times more likely to be infected than a boy,” he said.

Women also indirectly bear the brunt of the pandemic, since girls, who are more likely to care for sick family members, often miss school as a result. Without an education, they tend to engage in early sexual relations and become exposed to HIV. “Thus they pay, many times over, the deadly price of not getting an education.”

Offering an example of “the kind of leadership we need,” the Secretary-General related an anecdote about a young girl he had met in Ethiopia who was living with HIV but had made it her mission to tell others about prevention. The Secretary-General’s wife, Nane, who was along at the time, “told her that young people would probably listen to her more than me,” he said. “She immediately agreed.”

“It is among young people like these that the heroes and heroines of our age are to be found,” he told the gathering. “It is our job to furnish them with hope.” 

* * *

Polio

15 January – With a bold new plan for massive campaigns to immunize 250 million children against polio, the six remaining polio-endemic countries pledged at a United Nations-hosted meeting today to relegate to the history books within 12 months a disease that once paralyzed hundreds of thousands of children worldwide each year. 

But implementing the plans outlined by the Ministers of Health of Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Niger, Nigeria and Pakistan requires continued generous support of public and private donors, and an additional $150 million is urgently needed to fill the remaining funding gap for activities during 2004 and 2005.

After an international investment of $3 billion over 15 years, and the successful engagement of over 200 countries and 20 million volunteers, polio could be the first disease of the 21st century to be eradicated, according to a joint news release issued at the end of the meeting co-hosted in Geneva by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN World Health Organization (WHO).

The ministers noted that success or failure of the world’s largest public health initiative - spearheaded by national governments, WHO, UNICEF, Rotary International and the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - now rests with the governments of the six endemic countries.

Transmission is at its lowest level ever in India, Pakistan and Egypt, providing a rare opportunity to halt the spread of the virus, according to the release issued by WHO, UNICEF, Rotary International and the CDC. But Nigeria currently poses the greatest risk to global eradication, since immunization was halted in Kano state, the last major polio reservoir in Africa, because of unfounded rumours that the vaccine was unsafe.

Polio has thus crept back across Nigeria and spread into previously polio-free Cameroon and Chad, and through Niger into Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana and Togo, putting 15 million children at risk and necessitating a massive immunization campaign across west and central Africa.

“Nigeria is determined to break the chains of polio transmission for the sake of our children, our neighbours’ children, and the children of the world,” Nigerian Minister of Health Eyitayo Lambo said, outlining steps to “dramatically” improve polio campaigns in the first half of 2004. 

In 2003, funding shortfalls required most polio-free countries to stop their immunization campaigns, leaving millions of children more vulnerable to infection from endemic States. 

* * *

Avian flu

15 January – The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) expressed serious concern today about the spread of avian flu in East Asia, where the outbreak, also known as “bird flu,” could affect the livelihood of thousands of farmers relying on chicken production.

“The disease seems to have a regional dimension, with South Korea, Viet Nam and Japan being affected in a short period of time,” the Rome-based FAO said, calling for a probe of possible links among these outbreaks.

After Viet Nam declared an outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 in the southern part of the country last week, FAO decided to send an expert there to help investigate the problem and set up necessary control and rehabilitation measures.

Viet Nam rapidly applied appropriate control measures such as the killing of several hundred thousand chickens, disinfection, quarantine and control of animal movements, but the situation continues to give cause for concern, with possible new outbreaks, FAO said. In addition, human cases of avian flu have been confirmed.

The authorities have declared 14 cases of severe respiratory disease in Hanoi, the Vietnamese capital, 11 of them fatal and three confirmed as avian flu victims. There is still no evidence of human-to-human transmission but FAO warned that this matter has to be treated “very seriously.”

To stamp out the disease, all infected animals have to be killed, the agency cautioned. In addition, disinfection, quarantine and a ban on the movement of domestic birds must be put in place.

There is no current method to control the disease, which causes considerable economic losses, due to bird mortality, mass culling of domestic birds and other control measures.

* * *

Landlocked countries

15 January – A three-country meeting this week in China has agreed to streamline customs procedures, coordinate transit routes and establish a common regulatory framework – moves meant to boost export capabilities and living standards in northeast Asia, United Nations officials said today.

UN agencies have worked with China, the Russian Federation and Mongolia to improve transport in this resource-rich but geographically isolated sub-region. On the basis of a 1997 meeting in the Mongolian capital of Ulaanbaatar on transit transport cooperation, the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) helped to draft a sub-regional agreement on improving transport links.

The two-day tripartite talks in Qingdao, China, which concluded today, moved those countries decisively closer to finalizing the Draft Transit Traffic Framework Agreement, according to a UN official at the meeting.

In addition, the Framework Agreement is “part of the effort to implement the Almaty programme of action [for landlocked and transit developing countries] adopted at the historic UN conference in Kazakhstan last August,” Anwarul K. Chowdhury, the UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, said in a message delivered to the Qingdao meeting.

At the Kazakhstan conference, low-income landlocked countries and the countries that stand between them and the sea agreed to work together to reduce the age-old disadvantage of geographical isolation and lack of access to deepwater ports.

The main export links to the outside world for Mongolia, for instance, are situated 750 miles away in northeast China near Qingdao, and thousands of miles westward in Central Europe. Improved transit transport cooperation would benefit not only the export capacity of Mongolia, according to the UN, but also the development of integrated sub-regional markets.

* * *

Zimbabwe

15 January – In a bid to avert the spread of water-borne diseases in Zimbabwe, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has teamed with the United States to provide a steady supply of clean water to the capital, Harare, and outlying areas.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Zimbabwe’s economic crisis had made it impossible to purchase adequate water purification chemicals and as a result, the city could not provide a regular supply of clean water.

A $200,000 grant from the US Agency for International Development (USAID), channelled through UNDP, has allowed the purchase of chemicals needed for water purification and made it possible for Harare to increase its clean water stocks to as many as four days’ worth. The city had problems in maintaining a constant water supply to all its residents due to inadequate chemicals because of foreign currency shortages.

In the long-term, however, the supply of clean water to Harare remains a concern, OCHA said. The city’s two main reservoirs, which are downstream from the area’s industry, are susceptible to pollution. Zimbabwe’s dire economic situation, meanwhile, makes it nearly impossible to fund repairs and maintenance of the capital’s infrastructure, leading to the rupture of pipes carrying treated water. Aggravating the situation, the water system requires an upgrade to serve the city’s growing population.

What began in 2002 as a food crisis in Zimbabwe has grown into a major humanitarian emergency, with people suffering the effects of a deteriorating economy, HIV/AIDS, depleted social services and policy constraints, according to OCHA. As the country enters its fifth successive year of economic decline, Zimbabwe faces critical shortages of foreign exchange to maintain essential infrastructure and inflation has soared.

In addition, the HIV/AIDS pandemic is ravaging the country. Recent estimates indicate that around 34 per cent of Zimbabweans age 15 to 40 are infected, and more than 2,500 people die every week of AIDS-related causes. Delivery of health, education, social and public services has been undermined by a lack of finance and the loss of human resources to emigration and AIDS. One result is that malaria, tuberculosis and cholera cases are on the rise. Another is that Zimbabweans face a severe food security crisis in 2004. An estimated 5.5 million people will require food aid there during the coming year.

* * *

China

15 January – United Nations Secretary-General today hailed the establishment of a permanent secretariat for a regional alliance in Central Asia, where he said pressing international challenges require a cohesive response.

“The profound geopolitical changes that took place in Europe and Asia in the early 1990s provided a unique opportunity to strengthen security in Asia in all its dimensions – political, military, economic and environmental,” the Secretary-General said in a message delivered by a senior UN official today in Beijing to the Inauguration Ceremony of the Secretariat of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), comprising China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

He said the SCO had become “an increasingly important regional security organization.” Over the past decade, he noted, some of its members have achieved great economic success and prosperity, while others are working hard to realize their potential.

“For all of you, however, the menaces of terrorism, instability and conflict exist as potential threats to development, prosperity and the advancement of universal human values,” he said. “Our work for conflict prevention must therefore aim not merely to postpone violence for a few weeks or months, but to build the foundations of sustainable peace.”

Achieving that goal requires a comprehensive prevention strategy that encompasses a range of instruments, “from the political to the diplomatic, from the humanitarian to the developmental,” Mr. Annan said, pledging the UN’s support for the SCO in this endeavour.

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.

**Guests at Noon briefing
Our guests at today’s briefing are Julia Taft, the Assistant Administrator of UN Development Programme (UNDP) and Jacques Klein, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia.  And in just a moment they will be talking to you about Liberia’s needs for financial assistance and the prospects for the February donors’ conference.

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of Mr. Brahimi:

“The Secretary-General met on Tuesday afternoon with his former Special Representative for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, who has just completed an arduous assignment and needs some rest.

“The Secretary-General discussed with Mr. Brahimi a new assignment as Special Adviser with the rank of Under-Secretary-General, and Mr. Brahimi accepted.  The scope of his responsibilities is still to be worked out. 

“Meanwhile, we can anticipate that, as a member of the Secretary-General’s senior staff, Mr. Brahimi will advise the Secretary-General on a wide range of issues, including situations in the areas of conflict prevention and conflict resolution.”

**Security Council -- Afghanistan
Afghanistan’s Constitution provides a permanent foundation for re-establishing the rule of law in that country, the Secretary-General told the Security Council in the open briefing on Afghanistan this morning.

He congratulated the people and Government of Afghanistan on the Constitution’s adoption earlier this month, saying that the wisdom and flexibility shown in the process of finalizing it bodes well for the hard work ahead.

Yet the Secretary-General added that other challenges remain, including tackling the deeply troubling security situation; ensuring an inclusive, broadly representative Government; and quickening the pace of reconstruction.

Lakhdar Brahimi, who has wrapped up his work as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, also briefed the Council.  He said that, although there were some worrying signs of polarization among ethnic lines at the Constitutional Loya Jirga, the delegates ultimately proved willing to reach compromises and arrive at a text acceptable to all.

Brahimi warned of continuing problems in Afghanistan, including a lack of sufficient progress in the disarmament programme, the use of terrorist tactics by extremists, and the drug trade.

Until Afghan security institutions are further built up, he said, there will be need in other parts of the country for the sort of international assistance that has been ably provided in Kabul.

The Secretary-General paid tribute to Brahimi today, saying that he has richly earned his honorary Afghan citizenship.  Chilean Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz, the Security Council President, also praised Brahimi and said all Council members wish him success in his future endeavours.

The Council has followed the formal meeting with consultations on Afghanistan.  We have copies of the Secretary-General’s and Brahimi’s comments upstairs.  A press statement on Afghanistan is expected from the Council President once consultations end.

**Afghanistan -– UN Mission
Also on Afghanistan, the UN Mission in that country today noted that the cantonment of heavy weapons is starting today in Kabul.

That cantonment is a long-standing commitment, enshrined in the Bonn Agreement, that needs to be fulfilled.  The UN Spokesman in Kabul called the start of cantonment today “a very welcome development”.

Today’s briefing notes from Kabul, which we have upstairs, also provide details on efforts to demobilize some 5,000 child soldiers in Afghanistan by 2004.

**Secretary-General’s trip announcement
The Secretary-General will be leaving for a 12-day, 7-city, European trip on Monday evening. 

His first stop will be Baden-Baden in Germany, where he will be receiving the German Media Prize on Wednesday and seeing the German Foreign Minister. 

The following day, he’s off to Davos for three days to attend the World Economic Forum’s annual meeting at which he will be delivering the keynote address on “The Challenges of Globalization and Governance”, and that will happen on Friday.

In Stockholm on Sunday, the 25th, he will meet the Prime Minister, and, on Monday, he will address the opening of the Stockholm International Forum 2004, which will be on the subject, “Preventing Genocide:  Threats and Responsibilities”.

Then he’ll be in Paris the next day, where he is scheduled to attend a working luncheon hosted by the French President, and address a Global Compact meeting.

The Secretary-General continues on to Brussels on Wednesday the 28th for meetings with the NATO Secretary-General, the European Union College of Commissioners, the European Commission President, and the Irish European Union Presidency.

On Thursday morning, he will receive the Sakharov Prize at a European Parliament ceremony, after which he is scheduled to have an audience with His Majesty King Albert II of Belgium and then have meetings with Belgian government officials.

Friday morning, together with the Belgian Prime Minister, the Secretary-General will be inaugurating the Regional UN Information Centre (RUNIC).

He will then be receiving in person a doctorate honoris causa from the University of Ghent.  That was awarded last year and he was unable to attend the ceremony.

Continuing in Brussels, he has a working lunch hosted by the Prime Minister before proceeding to Geneva.

In Geneva that afternoon, he is expected to meet with President Lula of Brazil and President Chirac of France on the Fight against Poverty and Hunger.

He will then spend the whole of Saturday, first meeting separately, and later jointly, with President Obasanjo of Nigeria and President Biya of Cameroon.

He is expected to return to New York on Sunday, the 1st of February.  We will be working out the detailed programme for you for later this afternoon.

**Security Council -- Other
Later today, the Security Council will hold a formal meeting to consider a resolution on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  This afternoon, the Council will also hold consultations to consider the Secretary-General’s latest report on the UN Mission in Côte d’Ivoire.

**AIDS
The Secretary-General today launched a Global Media AIDS Initiative, calling on media organizations to reach the world’s people, especially youth, with information about how to prevent and treat HIV and to help combat discrimination related to AIDS.

In a meeting with the heads of some of the world’s leading media organizations, which is going on right now, the Secretary-General said that among the public at large, there is still a profound lack of knowledge and awareness about AIDS.  Recent surveys from more than 40 countries, he said, show that more than half of all adolescents and young adults have serious misconceptions about AIDS and about how the virus is transmitted.

What needs to be done, he is telling the media leaders now, is to designate the fight against AIDS as a corporate priority; to dedicate airtime to public service messages; and to provide prominent news coverage to the epidemic to ensure that it remains high on the political agenda.

He told them that one lesson has been learned over the past two decades of fighting AIDS:  “Silence is death”.  We have copies of his speech upstairs.

The launch is going on right now, and will be followed by a luncheon hosted by the Secretary-General in honour of the media executives, in the Delegates Dining Room, which Bill Gates, the co-founder of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, is expected to address.

Then, starting at 2:15, still in the Delegates Dining Room, there will be a press conference with many of those media leaders, moderated by Under-Secretary-General Shashi Tharoor.

You are all welcome to attend.  We have Press Releases with further details upstairs.

**UNDOF
Major-General Bala Nanda Sharma of Nepal has been named the new Commander of the UN Disengagement Observer Force, which operates in the Golan Heights.

He succeeds General Franciczek Gagor of Poland who will relinquish his command this Friday.  We have a Press Release with details upstairs.

**Liberia -- Disarmament
The UN mission in Liberia announced today that on the 20th of January, the disarmament, demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration (DDRR) programme will commence with a 15-day information and sensitization campaign for all combatants in locations around the country.

The announcement followed a meeting of the leadership of two rebel groups, the UN mission and the National Transitional Government of Liberia.  I am sure Jacques Klein can elaborate on that later.

**Sudan -- Humanitarian
Tom Eric Vraalsen, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for Sudan, today urged a group of donors in Geneva to provide more than $4 million to cover the needs of Sudanese refugees on the Chadian border, over the next three months.

Vraalsen also briefed reporters on the humanitarian situation in Sudan’s Darfour region and along the Chad/Sudan border.  Fighting has to stop, he said.  We have a Press Release and highlights from that press conference.

**Refugee exodus from Ethiopia?
The UN refugee agency and other aid workers travelled today to the town of Pochalla in southern Sudan to investigate reports that thousands of people are fleeing across the border to escape violence in western Ethiopia.

You can read more about this on the UNHCR Web site.

**WHO/Polio
At a high-level meeting co-sponsored by UNICEF and the World Health Organization in Geneva today, health ministers from the six remaining polio-endemic countries have declared that polio should be relegated to the history books within the next 12 months.

To achieve this aim, the ministers unveiled a plan to immunize 250 million children multiple times during a series of massive polio immunization campaigns this year.  We have more details on that upstairs.

**FAO/Bird flu
The Food and Agricultural Organization today expressed serious concern about the spread of avian flu, also referred to as “bird flu” or “chicken flu,” in East Asia.

Citing an apparent regional dimension to the spread, FAO called for an investigation into possible links between the outbreaks in South Korea, Viet Nam and Japan.

There have been three confirmed cases of bird flu victims in Viet Nam, and thousands of birds have been killed in an effort to stamp the virus out.  We have more on that.

**Shanghai
The establishment of a permanent secretariat for the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is the logical extension of the valuable experience in dialogue and cooperation gained by its six members in the past few years, the Secretary-General said in a message delivered today in Beijing by a senior UN official.

In his message, the Secretary-General said the organization, which comprises China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, has evolved into an increasingly important regional security organization.

He added that the UN looks forward to working with this new regional partner.  We have a full text of the message upstairs.

**Population trends in Europe
On population trends in Europe:  at the end of a three-day European Population Forum held in Geneva, experts have concluded that in a region where rates of HIV/AIDS and other diseases are rising, young people must be empowered to have healthy sexual and reproductive lives.

The matters discussed in the Forum reflected the diversity of Europe.  They included persistent low fertility rates, an ageing population, declining workforces, human trafficking and gender-based violence.

Special attention was paid to the social, economic and health challenges facing countries in transition in Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia.

There is a press release on that.

**SG at gala tonight
The Secretary-General and Nane Annan tonight will attend the annual gala event of the International Women’s Health Coalition, which this year is being held in the Secretary-General’s honour.

In his keynote address at that event – embargoed copies of which we have upstairs – the Secretary-General will underline the importance of education for all and the empowerment of women.

**Press Conference tomorrow
And lastly, a press conference tomorrow:  Following her meeting with the Secretary-General, the French Minister of Defense, Madame Michele Alliot-Marie will hold a press conference at approximately 5 p.m.

Yes, Colum?

Questions and Answers
Question:  A couple of things on Iraq.  Will Mr. Brahimi attend the Monday meeting?  Can you describe in any more detail on his general portfolio?  How much will he be involved in Iraq policy?  And then on the issue of Bremer’s apparent decision to come on Monday, did the Secretary-General signal or indicate to the Americans that, you know, ‘if you really are serious about the UN playing a role in Iraq you should send your number one guy -– Bremer to attend the talks’?

Spokesman:  On your last question, I am not going to comment on what the Secretary-General might have said in private conversations.  And I have to also say that we’ve only seen press reports thus far of Mr. Bremer’s attendance on Monday.  If the press reports are true, I think the Secretary-General will be very pleased and feel that that’s the maximal position we will be working from on Monday, with that kind of representation.

On your first question, I don’t believe Mr. Brahimi will be here on Monday.  But I’d have to double-check that.  And as for the details regarding his role as Special Adviser, I can’t give you anything further than what I gave in the announcement.  Yes, Liz?

Question:  Also on Brahimi.  It’s no secret that the US is a big fan of Mr. Brahimi.  We’ve also understood that perhaps because of his age he may not want the Special Representative position.  Has the Secretary-General offered that position?  Is it possible that we will see Brahimi take up that role of Special Representative in Baghdad, or has he made it clear that it is absolutely out of the question?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has not offered that job to Mr. Brahimi.  If he did offer it, I doubt Mr. Brahimi would accept it.  And I don’t think I need to say any more than that.  Mark?

Question:  I was wondering if you could specify or give details of why exactly the UN thinks it’s inadvisable and not possible to hold elections before June the 30th in Iraq?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General cited the time that would be needed to properly organize those elections and the prevailing security conditions in the country as two major reasons why he thought it was impractical to try to organize nationwide elections in six months.  Debbie?

Question:  Fred, do you have any information on Monday?  How will you proceed?

Spokesman:  I don’t.  We’ll have to give you details on the press arrangements.  I think it’s been difficult to plan since we haven’t had any hard and fast details on who would be coming.  Tentatively the plans are for the meeting to begin at 10:00 and take place in a conference room downstairs, as I have already told you.  That would be followed by the Security Council lunch with the Secretary-General and, as announced by the Security Council president, a private meeting with the Security Council members and the Governing Council members.  We don’t know yet whether there will be a press event.  We’re preparing for a press availability after the morning meeting and before the Security Council lunch, which I think, would be the best time for you.  But we haven’t firmed up those details yet.  Yes?

Question:  Who are some of the top media leaders attending the daylong event with the Secretary-General today?

Spokesman:  We have the complete list for you in my office.  I wouldn’t want to mention a few without mentioning the whole list and it’s too long a list for me to read out.  And I don’t have the list with me any way, but it is in my office.

Okay, can we go to Liberia now?  Who shall we start with?  Start with Jacques.

* *** *
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