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YOUNG INNOVATORS TO PRESENT REMEDIES 

      About 100 young innovators from seven Asia-Pacific countries including Thailand are attending the first  youth forum on sustainable development, to address environmental problems in their countries and present  ideas on how to solve them. 

      Thailand's most serious environmental concern was the degradation of natural resources due to unplanned  tourism, Pira Pewnin, 18, a Mathayom 6 student at Suan Kularb Wittayalai, told the July 14-17 Eco-Innovate  forum held at Australia's University of New South Wales in Sydney. 

      Exploitation of Thailand's natural resources for mass tourism had been fuelled by profit-driven motives  promoted by the government, he said. The Tourism Authority of Thailand's newly launched Unseen in   Thailand' campaign is likely to cause greater environmental damage than its previous campaigns because it  encourages tourists to visit the pristine and fragile ecosystem,'' Mr Pira said. 

      Pajaree Kewcharoenwong, 18, a third-year student at Thammasat University's Sirindhorn International  Institute of Technology, said Thai people had been dogged by air pollution problems. 

      She wanted to invent a device to collect toxic particles emitted by the industrial sector for reuse as fuel and fertiliser. 

      Created by a partnership between the United Nations Environment Programme, the University of New  South Wales, and the multinational company Bayer, Eco-Innovate 2003 draws young people aged 15-23  from Australia, China, India, Indonesia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand to discuss  sustainable development. 

      The youngsters were selected for their outstanding ideas for tackling environmental problems in their home  countries. 

      China's representative Yue Dong, 21, a second-year environmental engineering student at Shanghai

      Jiaothong University, created an internet-based exchange and sale system for used computers in a bid to   reduce computer garbage. Mr Yue called on the United States to stop exporting used electronic devices to  China, saying they soon became hazardous waste harmful to humans and the environment. 

      The Chinese government should also be blamed for failing to bar imports of old electronic equipment, he said.

      Rina Rachmawati, 22, an Indonesian student at the Bogor Institute of Agriculture, experimented with using   the lantana camera plant (or pagagrong in Thai) as pesticide to control the potato tuber moth. However,  she said it could only be applied in small-scale farming, thus leaving most Indonesian farmers to continue  using chemical pesticides. 

      She urged agro-business firms to show corporate responsibility and teach farmers how to use chemicals  wisely instead of just trying to increase their sales. 

      While there had been no scientific proof that genetically modified plants were harmful to the environment  and humans, she said: Genetical engineering technology should be limited to inedible crops. It is better to  keep food crops as natural as possible because nobody knows about its long-term effects on humans and ecological systems.'' 

      The forum also focused on educating the young delegates about sustainable consumption, how to run

      environmentally-friendly businesses, and how to transform their green ideas'' into viable projects.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

South China Morning Post

July 15, 2003

Mercury Rising

      BYLINE: As Hong Kong sizzles in one of its hottest summers on record, weather experts tell Neil Western

      that they are clear about one thing - it's going to get hotter

      BODY:

      THE MERCURY IS bubbling at close to 31 degrees Celsius on the thermometer under a thatched roof on the lawn outside Hong Kong Observatory in Tsim Sha Tsui. The temperature gauge is recording what is destined  to be one of the hottest and sunniest Julys since the colonnaded Observatory building was constructed in   the 1880s. Ten minutes later the blue sky gives way to a dark cloud that unleashes a torrential downpour.

      The weather is a fickle creature and, the advances of meteorological science notwithstanding, remains

      frustratingly hard to predict. It is a fact that the Observatory's assistant director Yeung Kai-hing

      acknowledges with a smile although, he says, there are some predictions that can be made with certainty.

      One of them is that Hong Kong is getting hotter.

      The 1990s was the hottest decade since records began in 1884, and this decade may see the record books

      scorched again. Seven of Hong Kong's eight hottest years have occurred since 1990. The hottest year so

      far was 1998 with a year -round average temperature of 24 degrees Celsius. Last year ran a close second,

      with a mean temperature of 23.9 degrees. The first six months of this year rank No 8 on the all-time scale,

      but with a steaming summer could rise up the table by year's end. 

      "Hong Kong is getting warmer and will continue to do so," says Yeung. Questions about how much warmer and what is causing it are more difficult to answer. What is known is that during the past 50 years, Hong  Kong's temperature has risen by about one degree Celsius and the big upswing since 1990 suggests the      average could rise further in future.

      It is not a local phenomenon. On July 2, the normally staid statistical body the World Meteorological

      Organisation (WMO) issued an unprecedented alert about climate change. "Analyses of proxy data for the

      northern hemisphere indicate that the increase in temperature in the 20th century is likely to have been the

      largest in any century during the past 1,000 years," it said. It added that in the northern hemisphere the

      1990s was the warmest decade and 1998 the warmest year, mirroring Hong Kong's experience.

      Globally, this year could be the hottest ever. The WMO also pointed to a huge upswing in the past 30 years.   The trend for warmer temperatures since 1976 was roughly three times that for the past 100 years as a

      whole. Global average land and sea surface temperatures in May 2003 were the second highest since

      records began in 1880. The WMO warned that the climate change could lead to an increase in the number

      and intensity of extreme weather events such as droughts, floods and record high - as well as record low -

      temperatures. It cited evidence that the world's weather was already going haywire.

      In southern France, record high temperatures were recorded last month - soaring above 40 degrees Celsius,

      between five and seven degrees above the long-term average. Switzerland sweltered under its hottest June

      for at least 250 years. In the United States, there were 562 tornados during May, a record for any month

      and almost 50 per cent more than the previous high of 399 tornados in June 1992. In India, this year's

      pre-monsoon heatwave brought peak temperatures of between 45 and 49 degrees, up two to five degrees

      on the long -term average and claiming 1,400 lives. In Sri Lanka, tropical cyclone 01B caused flooding and

      landslides that killed 300 people and decimated the tea harvest.

      "New record extreme events occur every year somewhere in the globe, but in recent years the number and

      intensity of such extremes have been increasing," the WMO warned.

      Yeung says the WMO's pronouncement is not based on "ad-hoc research", but reflects the findings of

      systematic studies carried out by the Intergovernmental Panel On Climate Change, an international weather

      watchdog set up jointly with the United Nations Environmental Programme. "These changes in climate

      do not occur uniformly across the globe," says Yeung, noting that countries lying in the Earth's mid- to-high latitudes are most affected. "In this part of the world the impact is less."

      Nevertheless, the Observatory's figures reveal Hong Kong's experience is following the global trend. Yeung  says the rise is down to two factors: urbanisation and global warming. Which factor is dominant is hard to  say because of a lack of comparable data. "We may not be able to say with certainty that this much is due

      to urbanisation and this much due to global warming, but it's possible to tell we are affected by both," says

      Yeung.

      Global warming affects the minimum temperature more than the maximum because the so-called greenhouse  gases released into the atmosphere act as a blanket trapping the Earth's heat. "It traps the infra-red      radiation thus slowing temperature falls at night," says Yeung. This means the coldest night-time temperatures will be warmer than in the past. Figures bear this out; the 10 highest minimum daily  temperatures have all occurred since 1990, with the mercury never dropping below 29.3 degrees on those  days. The 10 lowest minimum temperatures all occurred before 1956.

      While temperatures in rural areas can be up to 10 degrees cooler than in urban areas, the average

      difference is not so stark. Weather stations at remote outposts such as Waglan Island, to the south east of

      Hong Kong, have shown less marked increases temperatures since it was installed 40 years ago, which

      suggests urbanisation is the most important influence. Yeung says this is not necessarily the case because

      recent research has found the cooling influence of the ocean on coastal areas is significant.

      "Greenhouse gases tend to affect land more than the ocean; land heats up faster," says Yeung. But he

      warns the sea temperature will inevitably follow suit.

      Not everyone agrees that the world's temperature will go on rising, or that the cause is man-made. "There is

      no question the world is warming up, everyone agrees on that," says weather watcher Johnny Chan

      Chung-leung, chair professor of applied physics at City University. "The question is whether global warming is

      due to natural variability or human-induced? I am not sure what the mechanism is."

      The world's rainfall is often attributed to the extent of the El Nino phenomenon, a disruption of the

      ocean-atmosphere system in the tropical Pacific. Yeung pins the blame on El Nino for Hong Kong's wettest

      year in 1997 and its fourth-wettest in 2001.

      Chan argues that temperature chan- ges may occur in natural cycles, with heating or cooling patterns

      renewing perhaps every 20 or 50 years. "We need to go back to the history books and see whether the

      natural variability has the same period of oscillation," he says. "We haven't done that. If this warming were

      totally contributed by anthropogenic man-made forces then we would expect it to increase, but if natural

      variability is large and global cooling occurs, they could cancel each other out," he says. Chan says a battle

      between natural and man-made causes of climate change will determine future temperatures.

      Yeung says the Observatory's computers are not big enough to run accurate simulation programmes for the

      next 50 or 100 years. But megacomputers in Europe, Japan and the United States all predict temperatures

      will continue to rise 1.4 degrees Celsius to 5.8 degrees Celsius by the end of this century, depending on

      green-house gas emissions.

      As the rain stops and the sun again beats down from a clear blue sky, Yeung takes his time when pushed to

      estimate Hong Kong's temperature rise over the next 50 years based as much on his intuition as scientific

      data. "Perhaps another one or two degrees," he says. "But we know it will be warmer."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

Empowering women results in smaller populations that preserve biodiversity

  16 July 2003

  By Mia MacDonald and Danielle Nierenberg, E/The Environmental Magazine

  A Clear Connection

  In and around the Kiunga National Marine Reserve on Kenya's northern coast, basic services such as running water, electricity, and health care are hard to  come by. Post-primary education, especially for girls, is scarce.

  Pushed by poverty and the decline of marine ecosystems further down the coast, local residents

  and migrants are intensifying their use of resources. Fish, crustaceans, ocean-dwelling coral and

  turtles are showing signs of stress.

  In Kiunga, as in several other priority biodiversity conservation regions where girls rarely complete

  high school, fertility rates remain high and women's roles in resource use and protection are often

  ignored. The World Wildlife Fund is supporting a small number of girls' scholarships. These are

  paired with environmental education, including in-school activities and a week-long conservation

  camp.

  One result is a change in attitude. Swabra, 16, a scholarship recipient, has become an advocate

  of marine conservation.

  "In our area, people were eating turtles," she said. "Now I know the importance of conserving

  them. I've educated the whole community by telling them it is not good to eat turtles."

  At weekly community meetings, teachers urge parents to send girls to school and keep them

  there.

  World population is now more than 6.2 billion and growing by 77 million a year, equivalent to the

  combined 2001 populations of Mozambique, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, and Singapore.

  The rate of growth is slowing, however: Globally, women now have about half as many children as

  their mothers did (an average of just under three children each). Still, the United Nations suggests

  that by 2050 about 8.9 billion people will be sharing the planet — nearly 50 percent more than

  today.

  The numbers are still shockingly high — but lower than previous estimates. New U.N. projections

  foresee about 400 million fewer people joining the planet by 2050 than expected just two years

  ago, the result of a heavier toll of AIDS deaths combined with fewer births, as fertility rates

  continue to fall.

  In the 1990s, professionals both in and out of government began to see and act on the

  connections among population, biodiversity, and gender, often taking their cues from agreements

  reached at U.N. conferences in Rio, Cairo, and Beijing. These usually small initiatives (which

  include the WWF scholarship program) provide fertile ground for nurturing larger scale, more

  robust actions.

  The potential impacts are considerable.

  "Many biodiversity-rich areas are among the last places on Earth for average fertility to fall from its

  historic high levels, probably because such places tend to be farthest from the reach of cities,

  services, and the electronic media," said Robert Engelman of Population Action International. "But

  these also are often the places where fertility is falling fastest, precisely because the modern

  world is just reaching them, and traditional ideas of childbearing and women's roles are changing

  rapidly."

  The poorest, least-developed countries tend to combine rapid population growth, low status for

  women, and rich biodiversity.

  The global community now accepts that where women are free to determine when and whether

  they will have children, fertility rates fall. Researchers have also shown repeatedly that the more

  education a woman receives, the fewer children she has and the healthier and better educated

  those children are. Other studies suggest that if women have the right and ability to manage

  childbearing, they can manage other areas of their life more effectively, too, including available

  resources.

  While women are gaining power to determine the direction of their lives, large gaps remain. Sixty

  percent of the world's hundred million children not attending primary school are girls. Two-thirds

  of the world's illiterate people are women, and at least 350 million women lack access to a full

  range of contraceptive services.

  Throughout the developing world, gender plays a strong role in how resources are used,

  controlled, and developed and in how people respond to environmental challenges. Women rely

  heavily on natural resources in their daily lives: everything from firewood for cooking to fibers for

  making clothes and a variety of plants for medicine. Yet by some estimates, women hold title to

  less than 2 percent of the world's private land.

  "Since rights to natural resources are so heavily biased against women," said Agnes Quisumbing

  of the International Food Policy Research Institute, "equalizing these rights will lead to more

  efficient and equitable resource use."

  Lorena Aguilar, senior gender advisor at the International Union for Conservation of Nature and

  Natural Resources (IUCN), sees gender equity as the "unavoidable current" determining the

  impact of conservation policies and programs. Awareness of this fact is lacking in the upper

  reaches of government, but community programs that address these links have been launched,

  often through conservation and development agencies.

  In the state of Chiapas, Mexico, Conservation International has begun working with a family

  planning group, Mexfam, and the Mexican Social Security Institute to expand access to

  reproductive health care, including family planning, and to halt the clearing of forests in and

  around the Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve.

  In the mountainous provinces of central Ecuador, World Neighbors, a development organization,

  has joined with the locally based Center for Medical Guidance and Family Planning to deliver

  reproductive health care and to promote improvements in local management of natural resources

  to more than 4,000 families.

  And in Tanzania, in response to serious deforestation outside the borders of the Gombe National

  Park, the Jane Goodall Institute established the Lake Tanganyika Catchment Reforestation and

  Education (TACARE) program in 1994. TACARE now works in 30 villages on soil erosion and

  deforestation issues, combining them with economic development.

  Programs like these come none too soon. As Nobel Prize–winning economist Amartya Sen

  pointed out, "The population problem is integrally linked with justice for women in particular.

  Advancing gender equity, through reversing the various social and economic handicaps that make

  women voiceless and powerless, may also be one of the best ways of saving the environment,

  working against global warming, and countering the dangers of overcrowding and other

  adversities associated with population pressure. The voices of women are critically important for

  the world's future — not just for women's future."

______________________________________________________________________________________

Rocky Mountain News

SECURITY WORRIES DRIVE DENVER ENVIRONMENT EXPERT FROM IRAQ ; INSTABILITY HAMPERS 

ECONOMIC REBOUND, SAYS EX-EPA DIRECTOR 

Ann Imse ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS 

Source: Rocky Mountain News

Date: July 14, 2003

Edition Name: FINAL

Section: City Desk/Local

Page: 26A

Denverite Jim Scherer has returned from his assignment as top U.S. environmental adviser in Iraq because, he said, the security situation made his job impossible. 

Scherer, the regional director of the Environmental Protection Agency from 1987 to 1992, was sent by the State Department in May to identify the most hazardous environmental problems and start building an Iraqi EPA. 

He said he told Washington to wait until things calm down before trying again. 

Scherer is known in Colorado for tackling three of the state's biggest environmental challenges - forcing Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant to obey environmental laws; cleaning up the Rocky Mountain Arsenal; and overseeing studies on Two Forks Dam, which was never built. 

For much of his time in Iraq, he was holed up at Saddam Hussein's main palace in Baghdad, now a U.S. base. He was allowed to leave only when two Humvees of American soldiers were available as escorts. "There simply weren't enough," for him to travel around Baghdad to research environmental issues. 

Though he never felt threatened - except by a shaky elevator - "security was the No. 1 reason that I couldn't accomplish much." 

The shortage of military escorts meant he could only tag along with other U.S. officials on their meetings, not set up his own. In the ministries, 60 to 70 Iraqi employees would be standing around with nothing to do, in looted offices bare of window glass, light fixtures and outlets. 

Scherer did arrange for the American EPA to restock Iraqi water quality laboratories that were stripped by looters. But that plan is on hold, he said. There's no point in sending new lab equipment until officials can be sure the material won't be stolen again, he said. 

The drive to remove members of Saddam's Baath Party interfered with attempts to find a nucleus for an Iraqi EPA, he said. 

"By the time I'd identify an Iraqi who was in the Ministry of Irrigation who had an interest in the environment, the person was canned because he was a member of the Baath Party," Scherer said. 

Eventually, L. Paul Bremer, the top U.S. administrator in Iraq, eased the rule. But it's still taking time to weed out Saddam loyalists with the help of their colleagues. "Workers were very up front about who the bad guys were," he said. 

During Scherer's month in Iraq, the U.S. priority was getting out the first payroll for Iraqis, which he called essential for morale. With such urgent issues, "It was difficult to get anybody to think about long-term problems like the environment." 

The most pressing environmental issue is water quality, he said. 

Baghdad has always dumped its raw sewage into the Tigris River, ruining water quality downstream, he said. 

"While I was there, a power surge knocked out the pump." Sewage backed up into homes, right up to the floorboards. "That did not create good feelings," he said dryly. 

Huge mounds of garbage litter the city, particularly in neighborhoods where Saddam thought residents to be disloyal. The United States hired Iraqis and their trucks, and had about one- third of the trash hauled off while Scherer was there. 

Unfortunately, it was sent to the Baghdad landfill, which is on top of a shallow aquifer. 

"That's one of the worst places to put a landfill," he said. 

The Americans could not immediately shut it down because an entire community of garbage scavengers lives off the dump, Scherer said. 

The United States did open a second, safer landfill and now half the garbage is going there. A third disposal site was opened for "hulks" - the remains of wrecked tanks and other military hardware. 

New businesses are opening daily, and food is reaching the public, Scherer said. But electricity went off every few hours while he was there, making cold storage of food impossible in a climate of searing desert heat. 

"Those are the things the local population is upset about, and I don't blame them," he said. 

Scherer came home convinced that the U.S. campaign in Iraq was a liberation of the country from an evil dictator. One professor from Saddam University told him of being arrested for teaching free- market economics. 

"Saddam had six of (the professor's) brothers killed. (The professor) was in prison for three years, and three times he was buried alive except for his nose sticking out so he could breathe, just to scare him," Scherer said. 

Lab technicians told him they couldn't even complain of insufficient supplies to do their work, because they could have their throats slit immediately. 

Scherer does feel that he found some good people to staff an Iraqi EPA once things calm down enough. But he's not sure he'll be the one to go back to Baghdad to start it. 

The U.S. military ran every part of his experience there, even issuing him two duffel bags of military equipment, including a flak jacket and gas mask. 

"If we did need them, I had no business going there," the 67- year-old retiree said. "I think nobody should go back (as environmental adviser) until you have freedom to move around. If you have to be guarded by the military, you're not going to get anything done. 

"Security is key to any kind of economic and social development."
______________________________________________________________________________________

SAS Group participates in UN Global Compact

(PRESSI.COM 07/15/2003) The SAS Group has joined the UN Global Compact program which is led by Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General. The Global Compact is a program with principles defined by the UN, focusing on issues relating to the environment and human  rights in society and the workplace.

Through its participation in the Global Compact, the SAS Group has undertaken to behave in a manner that promotes sustainable development. This means that SAS chooses the most socially and environmentally compatible alternatives in all of its operations.

The aim of the UN Global Compact is to encourage international companies, institutions and                         organizations to voluntarily support basic human rights, employee rights and to assume                          responsibility for environmentally adapted behavior.

This includes dissociation from forced labor and child labor, defence of international human                          rights and support for development of environmentally adapted technologies.

“For us, as a Scandinavian company, such issues as democracy, equal rights and the right to                          union membership have been self-evident. We are now seeing increased globalization of the

world’s economies and this makes it meaningful to report on what is being done in the areas of ethics and social responsibility,” says Niels Eirik Nertun, Environmental Director, the SAS Group.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

European Countries Land in Court Over GMO Law 

                      BRUSSELS, Belgium, July 15, 2003 (ENS) - The European Commission has referred 11 European Union member states to the European Court of Justice for failing to transpose the latest version of the bloc's law on the deliberate  release genetically modified organisms (GMOs) into their national legal                      structures. 

                      The law, known as the Framework Directive on Genetically Modified Organisms, forms the basis for all EU rules on the commercial genetic  modification of crops and foods. It entered into force last October, and all  member states were supposed to bring their national laws into line with the EU law at that time. 

                      Commission spokeswoman Ewa Hedlund said today the move underlines the EU executive's determination to see the new regime on genetically modified  organisms put in place. 

                      The member states being taken to court are: Austria, Belgium, Finland, France,  Germany, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and Spain. 

                      Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom said, "I have been repeatedly inviting member states to live up to their obligations and I am disappointed that this has produced few results." 

Wallstrom said the new law provides the European Union with "one of the most advanced and comprehensive pieces of legislation existing in this field at world level." 

This legislation has been the result of a "transparent and democratic process, and provides a solid answer                                      to public concerns about the environmental and health  effects of GMOs," said Wallstrom. 

"But our credibility will be severely undermined if we are not able to demonstrate that we can implement it," she said. "It is therefore high time that all member states bring their national laws into line with the EU law." 

Pressure has grown since the United States triggered an official dispute procedure through the World Trade Organization over the EU's de facto moratorium on new commercialization of genetically modified crops. 

The EU has so far maintained that there is a "need for a rigorous regulatory framework" based on environmental, health, animal welfare and ethical grounds. 

In a statement June 17, the EU Trade Directorate called the U.S. decision to take the issue of genetically modified organisms to the World Trade Organization as "legally misguided, economically unfounded and politically unhelpful." 

Each WTO Member has the "legitimate right to strike the right balance between the different interests at stake," the Trade Directorate said. The U.S.  "must not seek to influence the sovereign decisions of other countries the  way they do." 

The new European GMO law introduces principles for the environmental risk assessment, mandatory post-marketing monitoring, including monitoring of possible long  term effects on the environment, and                      mandatory information to the public. 

The law requires that initial approvals of GMOs be limited to a maximum of 10  years, and there is a requirement for member states to ensure labeling and  traceability at all stages of marketing. 

Member states proposing new GMO crops must consult with the relevant EU scientific committee, and there is an obligation to consult the European Parliament on decisions relating to the authorization to release GMOs into the environment. 

The possibility exists for the Council of Ministers to adopt or reject a  Commission Proposal for authorization of a GMO, under the new European law. 

But late application of the GMO law by these 11 governments may not affect the status of the moratorium. The Commission's legal service believes that  new GM product authorizations can be issued even without the law's full implementation in all member states, officials said today. 

Europe's moratorium on commercial approval of genetically modified organisms is "at an end," an EU official told reporters in February. Since then, there has been a rise in the number of GM crop applications going through the EU approvals process, which ceased operating between 1998 and January 2003. 

Countries that have forwarded applications for consideration by the Commission and all EU member states include Sweden, Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom. 

On the other hand, none of the countries that have enforced the moratorium  on GMO crops - Denmark, Greece, France, Italy and Luxembourg - are represented. 

Following agreement on detailed EU rules on traceability and labeling of genetically modified organisms earlier this month, Italian agriculture minister Giovanni Alemanno said last week that new approvals could be made by the end of this year. 

In general, the European Commission has claimed success for its carrot-and-stick strategy to encourage                      governments into better implementation of European Union environment rules. A fourth annual report on the enforcement of green legislation released  today shows the number of infringement proceedings is on the wane. 

The new compliance scoreboard shows the number of open cases down from 301 at the end of 2001 to 263 by December 2002. 

The biggest drop is in the number of "non-communication" cases, where EU member states fail to notify the Commission whether they have transposed EU laws into their national legal frameworks. These cases have fallen from 126 to  97. 

Georges Kremlis, head of the Environment Directorate's legal unit, told reporters that the numbers reflect Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom's twin efforts to boost enforcement with "name-and-shame"                      seminars and "package meetings" providing implementation guidance for authorities. 

"The fact the Commission has been tough on enforcement is a deterrent to member states and makes them more cautious," Kremlis said 

_______________________________________________________________________________

Belfast Telegraph

QUB boffins unravel ozone's mysteries 


SCIENTISTS at Queen's University and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development have made an important discovery about one factor contributing to the depletion of the earth's ozone layer. 

The threat to the ozone layer posed by the chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and other man-made organochlorine compounds has been widely recognised for a number of years and the production of these compounds is now banned or severely restricted under the terms of the Montreal Protocol. 

What is not so generally appreciated is that more than 20% of stratospheric ozone destruction is due to naturally produced compounds. 

The most significant of these is the gas chloromethane, which is responsible for around 16% of overall ozone destruction.

Important sources of chloromethane identified to date include tropical trees and ferns, salt marsh plants, wood-rotting fungi and also combustion of wood and vegetation. 

However, it has been something of a mystery as to how it is formed by any of these sources. 

Dr Jack Hamilton from the school of agriculture and food science at Queen's, and fellow scientists from the university and the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, have just reported their research that provides a solution to this puzzle.

Their detailed findings are published in an article in the internationally respected journal Science. 

Dr Hamilton said: "We have discovered that pectin, an important building block in plant cell walls, reacts with sodium chloride (common salt) to form chloromethane. 

"This process is so efficient at higher temperatures (above 150°C) that it can rapidly volatilize all chloride and explains the release of chloromethane that is known to occur during forest and grassland fires, and the burning of wood and domestic bonfires.

"Surprisingly in plant material with relatively low water content or high salt content the reaction can occur at normal temperatures so that fallen leaves lying on the ground in the autumn or hay drying in the sun will release chloromethane." 

The Belfast scientists have calculated that this process, acting globally, could be responsible for providing most of the chloromethane released to the atmosphere each year and they point out that it explains the seasonal and geographical variations reported for these emissions.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 16 July 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

Fresh water shortage kills children
NEWS.com.au, Australia - July 15, 2003 - CHILDREN were dying every day from water-related diseases with at least 80 countries suffering from chronic fresh water shortages, an international environmental expert said today.
Dr Klaus Topfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), addressed the Eco-Innovate '03 conference at the University of New South Wales. 
http://www.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,4057,6756439%255E1702,00.html 

also in: South Australia Advertiser, Melbourne Herald Sun, Daily Telegraph, Brisbane Courier Mail,  and The Australian.

Young innovators to present remedies - Eco-Innovate forum under way in Sydney 
Bangkok Post, Thailand , July 16, 2003 (Kultida Samabuddhi)  - About 100 young innovators from seven Asia-Pacific countries including Thailand are attending the first youth forum on sustainable development, to address environmental problems in their countries and present ideas on how to solve them.
Thailand's most serious environmental concern was the degradation of natural resources due to unplanned tourism, Pira Pewnin, 18, a Mathayom 6 student at Suan Kularb Wittayalai, told the July 14-17 Eco-Innovate forum held at Australia's University of New South Wales in Sydney.
…Created by a partnership between the United Nations Environment Programme, the University of New South Wales, and the multinational company Bayer, Eco-Innovate 2003 draws young people aged 15-23 from Australia, China, India, Indonesia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand to discuss sustainable development.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/16Jul2003_news22.html 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General – Washington Trip

           Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General met with President George W. Bush and his senior advisers in the

     White House, discussing, among other topics, Liberia and Iraq.

           In a press encounter afterward, the Secretary-General thanked President Bush for his interest in Africa and his

     determination to help defeat the AIDS pandemic.

           He said he was satisfied with the discussions on Liberia, and added that “we have more or less agreed to a

     general approach on the Liberian issue.  And I’m pleased with that”.

           He noted that the understanding emerging now is for the Economic Community of West African States to

     send in a vanguard of about 1,000 to 1,500 troops, after which, he believes, President Charles Taylor will leave Liberia. 

     Then, he said, the force would be strengthened, hopefully with US participation, and eventually UN blue helmets would

     go in to stabilize the situation.

           On Iraq, the Secretary-General said he was encouraged to see the formation over the weekend of the

     Governing Council.  Regardless of the differences that existed before the Iraq war, he said, the challenge now “is to

     stabilize Iraq, to help Iraq to become a peaceful, stable and prosperous State.  And I think that everyone needs to

     help”.

           After a meeting with members of the House Committee on International Relations, including Chairman Henry

     Hyde, the Secretary-General said he believed that both US and UN involvement would be necessary in Liberia, with UN

     peacekeepers deployed for the longer-term effort.

           He also met with Senator Ted Kennedy, and afterward highlighted the importance of the fight against AIDS,

     saying, “I know the issue is before the Senate and I think what they do is going to have an impact on millions of lives.”

           We have the transcripts of his press encounters upstairs.  The Secretary-General has returned to work at UN

     Headquarters this morning.

           **Liberia

           Although a relative calm has prevailed in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, for nearly one week, UN and

     non-governmental agencies are still confronted with great humanitarian needs in and around Monrovia, with many

     internally displaced persons continuing to suffer from shortages of food, clean water and basic health services.

           The World Food Programme (WFP), together with NGOs and Liberian officials, carried out preliminary

     assessments and began to distribute food to some of the more than 180,000 Monrovians in need of food aid.  Also

     today, a seven-member team, including personnel from theWFP, United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the

     Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has arrived in Liberia to assess the humanitarian situation there.

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that more than 950 Sierra Leonean

     refugees have so far been assisted home from Liberia by UNHCR since an emergency evacuation operation by sea

     started on 4 July.

           The returnees coming into Sierra Leone report that many more refugees desperately want to go home in the

     face of declining security in the camps in the Monrovia area.  The returnees said that their already difficult situation in

     Liberia worsened after the announcement by the Special Court for Sierra Leone of the indictment against Liberian

     President Charles Taylor, who subsequently made public statements against Sierra Leoneans in Liberia.

           Many of the returnees said they had lost property to government soldiers, particularly those manning

     checkpoints or stationed on the streets of Monrovia.

           We have more details in today’s UNHCR briefing notes.

           Also, the World Health Organization (WHO), in its cholera update for Liberia, says that the total number of

     cholera cases in Monrovia is now 1,630, including 15 deaths.  The security situation, it adds, still makes it difficult to

     obtain the exact numbers of cases and deaths.

           **Burundi

           UN humanitarian officials say that relative calm prevailed in the capital of Burundi, Bujumbura, and its environs

     today.  The flow of internally displaced persons into Bujumbura has now ceased, with significant numbers returning

     home from their impromptu settlements in the capital’s southern suburbs.

           The majority of families who had sought shelter from fighting last week remain at their site near the National

     Unity Monument.  The WFP has provided them with a 7-day ration while Médecins sans frontières and Italian

     Cooperation continue to provide basic health, water and sanitation services.

           **Iraq

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, arrived in Damascus a short

     while ago.  He is scheduled to meet with Syria’s President, Bashir al Assad, tomorrow.  After that, he will travel to

     Tehran to meet with Iranian President Mohamed Khatami before returning to Baghdad on Thursday.

           Prior to his departure for Syria, Vieira de Mello met with US Administrator L. Paul Bremer.  They discussed

     the building of democratic institutions in Iraq.

           Following that meeting, Vieira de Mello was received by the Governing Council.  The members of the Council

     told him that they would be looking for UN assistance for a number of problems facing Iraq, notably the issues of

     refugee return and debt relief.

           Members of the Council also told him they would be sending a delegation to New York next week.  That

     delegation would include Akila Hashami, of the Iraqi Foreign Ministry, who led Iraq’s delegation to the recent

     conference in New York; Adnan Pachachi of the Iraqi Independent Democrats; and Ahmed Chalabi of the Iraqi National

     Congress.

           **Palestinians

           In a message delivered to a seminar on assistance to the Palestinian people, the Secretary-General said this

     was a time of both hope and suffering for the Palestinian people.

           The hope springs from the results of the Aqaba summit, which has led to an Israeli withdrawal from parts of

     Gaza and Bethlehem.

           But while Israeli and Palestinian officials talk and work alongside the international community to find a

     permanent solution, the Palestinian people continue to suffer, the Secretary-General said in his message, which was

     delivered by Peter Hansen, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the

     Near East (UNRWA).

           The stifling closures regime as well as the continuing settlement activities and the construction of a separation

     fence tear at the very fabric of Palestinian economic and social life, and cause deep frustration and anxiety.

           Meanwhile, UNRWA’s vital assistance to millions of Palestinian refugees is threatened by chronic funding

     shortages.  The Secretary-General appealed to donors to contribute generously to the Agency's regular programmes,

     as well as its emergency activities, so that it can continue its desperately needed work, not only in the direct provision

     of food aid, medical care, education and employment, but also in rehabilitation and employment generation.

           The full text of the message is available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council today is holding consultations on the Central African Republic -- in fact, those

     consultations have just ended -- with a briefing by the Secretary-General’s Representative to that country, General

     Lamine Cissé.

           General Cissé noted developments in the Central African Republic since the 15 March coup in which General

     François Bozizé overthrew President Ange-Félix Patassé.  He drew the Council’s attention to the insecurity that

     continues in the country, notably in its interior, and the need to restructure the defence and security forces.

           Council members are expected to issue a statement to the press on the Central African Republic once the

     consultations are finished.  We haven’t got that one yet.

           **Afghanistan

           The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), with support from the Government of Italy, has rebuilt and

     refurbished a hospital in north-west Kabul, the Khair Khana Hospital, resulting in a doubling of its initial capacity. 

     According to UNFPA, mothers and infants now have a far better chance of surviving childbirth due to the renovations.

           We have a press release with more details.

           **Human Rights

           The mission to Iran of the Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the promotion and

     protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, originally scheduled for 17 to 27 July 2003, was postponed

     today at the request of the Iran Government.  Ambeyi Ligabo, the Rapporteur, and the Iranian authorities are

     discussing rescheduling the visit for later this year.

           **World Health Organization

           The World Health Organization (WHO) today in Paris called for free anti-tuberculosis drugs and quality care to

     be made widely available to people living with HIV in developing countries.

           According to WHO, an estimated one third of the 42 million people living with HIV/AIDS worldwide are

     co-infected with tuberculosis, which currently is the biggest killer of people with HIV/AIDS.

           We have a press release with more details upstairs.

           **Drugs

           The Caribbean Drug Information Network (CARIDIN), in cooperation with the United Nations Office for Drugs

     and Crime, has released its National Drug Reports for 2002/2003.

           The National Reports can be accessed at the UNODC/Web site.

           That’s all I have got for you.  Any questions?  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  The Secretary-General was encouraged by the formation of the Governing Council in Iraq.  What

     specific role did the Special Representative of the Secretary-General play in the establishment of this Council?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Well, if you can recall the provisions in resolution 1483 that one of the roles for the

     Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Iraq is to work intensively with the authority and the people of Iraq

     and others concerned, to advance the efforts to restore and establish national and local institutions for representative

     governance.  So, it is mandated in the resolution that he should closely work with the authorities in helping

     establishing interim administration, which will eventually lead to general elections in the country.  Bernard?

           Question:  According to a British newspaper this morning, the UN announced yesterday that the UN was

     going to send to Baghdad next month a delegation to help organize the elections.  Can you tell us when this

     statement was made?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I can’t confirm the news that the UN will send a delegation.  However, I have read that FT

     article and I talked to the UN office in Iraq.  What I can say is that the establishment on Sunday of the Governing

     Council was a first step towards the democratic government taking hold in Iraq; and for that, you would, of course,

     need elections.  And that’s an area where the UN could assist through our electoral assistance unit, and Vieira de

     Mello was very clear in his address on Sunday when he said that the UN would stand ready to assist the Governing

     Council.  He has always maintained that it is an area where the UN has vast experience.  But, at this stage, I cannot

     confirm that the UN has or will send an election team in the near future.

           Question:  So (am) I (to) understand that there was no such statement made yesterday?

           Deputy Spokesman:  It may come from an interview done by UN officials in Iraq.  But there are so many

     interviews being done by the officials there, I can’t keep track of all of them, but that’s where it may (have) come from. 

     Yes?

           Question:  Several questions.  Could we have some details about this delegation of the Governing Council that

     you announced, and especially when this delegation is coming?  And is it going to address the Security Council

     maybe, and which date?

           Deputy Spokesman:  We’ve learned that the delegation will be here next week, but I can’t tell you the exact

     date.  As to whether they will address the Security Council, that will be up to the members of the Security Council to

     see if they would allow it.  Yes?

           Question:  President Bush said yesterday that American troops posted in Liberia will not be under the UN

     flag.  Can you explain to us the implications of such a move?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I think the details about where and how and if the Americans will send peacekeepers to

     that country are still under discussion, so I cannot comment on something which hasn’t happened yet.  I think the

     Security Council will need to take up the matter and discuss the mandate.  So whether the Americans will be under

     the mandate of the UN or not -- that issue hasn’t come up in the Council itself, so I cannot...

           Question:  President Bush said that he had discussed it with the Secretary-General; that’s what he said

     yesterday.

           Deputy Spokesman:  What I have read from the press encounters by the Secretary-General and the President

     is that they discussed the matter, and the President said he hasn’t made up his mind yet; he is still waiting for the

     assessment team’s report to make a final decision.  So, I will just leave it there.  Yes, please?

           Question:  A follow-up to another question.  Is there any information on how the three-man delegation coming

     to New York has been selected, and what is its goal in coming to New York?

           Deputy Spokesman:  That’s a very good question.  First of all, the selection, the UN hasn’t played a part in

     that, I guess they worked it out among the members of the Governing Council, but I can’t confirm that.  Under what

     banner will they come into the UN; whether they will be part of the CPA delegations; or whether they will come in on

     their own or as the Iraqi representatives, I am not quite sure at this stage.  We’re trying to find out, in fact.

           All right, thank you.  Have a very good afternoon.

                                              * *** *
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