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Women rule in the front line of conservation
What do village women in Pakistan, Thailand, Sierra Leone, Kenya, the Philippines, China, Mexico and Iran have in common? According to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), they have a phenomenal knowledge of plants. So much so that, in UNEP's new book, Women and the Environment, village women are the world's greatest unsung conservationists, often outsmarting men in their innovative ways to cultivate and nurture wild plants and animals.

"Women, particularly in developing countries, are often in the front line in terms of overcoming poverty, managing the land and waterways, and sustaining their communities," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director. "During times of stress and insecurity, it is generally the women who forage further and further for food, water and fuel. During times of plenty, the fields and kitchen gardens they tend are mini-laboratories where domesticated and wild plants and animals are selected and tested for their agricultural and medicinal values."

Village women in the Kanak Valley in Baluchistan, Pakistan, can readily identify 35 medicinal plants. In Sierra Leone, a study found that women could name thirty-one uses of trees on fallow land. In Kenya, the Green Belt Movement conceived by the 50,000-member National Council for Women founded a network of 6,000 village nurseries, leading to the planting of 20 million trees to combat creeping desert. In Iran, it was the women who devised novel methods of agriculture, including food production in tunnels underground.

The extraordinary value of plants is nothing new to British Columbia's First Nations. 

"I make my own salve and I use probably a half a dozen plants that I can pick locally and easily and they are quite convenient to me," agreed June Quipp, junior elder with the Cheam nation of the Pilalt tribe. "Many of them I can get in my yard. There's a lot that we find in the Bridal Falls area."

For thousands of years, the province's aboriginal people relied on plants for more than just food and medicine. Plants became the fabric of their culture, the essence of everything needed to thrive. They defined a way of life intricately connected to the land and a means of trade that intricately connected one village or group to another. 

"The exchange of plant materials took place at all levels," wrote renowned ethnobotany expert Nancy Turner in her book Plant Technology of First Peoples in British Columbia. (Trade thrived) in family and village groups (and) among the different language divisions of the coast and the interior.

Across generations, as aboriginal people honed their craft and their sustainable harvesting practices, the richness of the forest wove its way into their spirit world. Ritual handed down through the ages took on its own energy and plants gathered for ceremony became symbolic of spiritual passage. It is a rite shrouded in the traditional ways and sacred stories of the ancients that still takes the people back through the trees to the mountain.

But with today's land use pressures, real concerns for plants at risk have jangled alarm bells already being tolled in all parts of the world. In Thailand, studies of sixty women-run kitchen gardens chronicled 230 plant species, many of which had been rescued from a forest being clearcut. In China, women plant willows and poplars to halt advancing desert and create fertile land for vegetables. Locally, last year's Elk Creek conflict triggered demands to protect the Sto:lo Nation's culturally significant plants. 

"If we end up with a lot of development, we could lose them," Ms. Quipp emphasized.

Like thousands of women across the globe, she understands the need to conserve the land and protect a heritage of plants.

Copyright 2003 chilliwack
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PCB co-operation urged
Tuesday 15 June 2004
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has urged governments and industry to work more closely on phasing out hazardous PCBs. 

PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, are a class of synthetic organic chemicals that are amongst the most widespread of all environmental pollutants, found worldwide in air, water, soil, food - and the fatty tissues of humans and animals. 

The production and use of PCBs is banned under the recently enforced Stockholm Convention, although a threat remains due to the number of PCB-related products still in service. 

"The financial and technical challenges of eliminating PCBs from the planet will require a vigorous partnership between the public and private sectors," said Executive Director Klaus Toepfer of the UNEP. "While international donors and national governments will set priorities and invest tens of millions of dollars, commercial firms have the expertise and technologies to perform much of the actual clean-up work," he added.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Toronto Star

June 15, 2004 Tuesday

Kyoto investment in public health

BODY:


Kyoto top of mind - thanks to Harper

June 13.

On behalf of our members, who work to prevent the negative health outcomes associated with both air pollution and climate change, we feel the need to challenge the Conservative view that the Kyoto accord is a waste of money. 

While the health impacts associated with climate changes are less direct and less immediate than those associated with air pollution, they are no less significant. Global climate change is expected to increase morbidity and mortality by: Increasing the frequency and severity of heat waves; decreasing air quality in areas that are currently experiencing air-pollution problems and increasing the frequency and magnitude of extreme weather events such as hurricanes, heatwaves, tornados, snowstorms and floods.

According to France, the heat- wave that hit Europe last August contributed to more than 14,000 excess deaths in France alone.

While Stephen Harper has expressed the view that the evidence surrounding climate change is inconclusive, many disagree. The International Panel for Climate Change (IPCC), established jointly by the United Nations Environment Program and the World Meteorological Organization, has concluded that: "Most of the observed warming over the last 50 years is likely to have been due to the increase in greenhouse gas concentrations."

When the U.S. National Research Council examined the science on climate change in response to a request from the White House, it concluded that: "The IPCC's conclusion that most of the observed warming of the last 50 years is likely to have been due to the increase in greenhouse gas concentrations accurately reflects the thinking of the scientific community on the issue."

Many of the actions needed to address climate change - increase energy conservation, develop renewable energies, decrease reliance on automobiles - will improve air quality as well. The Kyoto accord should be viewed as an investment in public health.

Kim Perrotta,

Environmental Health Manager,

Ontario Public Health Association, Dundas, Ont.

LOAD-DATE: June 15, 2004 
IPR Strategic Business Information Database
June 15, 2004
ANTI-DESERTIFICATION DAY TO BE OBSERVED - OUTLOOK

BODY:
According to "Oman Observer", the Sultanate, along with the rest of the world, will observe the World Anti-Desertification Day. The celebration commemorates adoption of the UN convention to combat desertification in December 1992. The Sultanate joined the convention as per Royal Decree No 5/96. The Sultanate has accorded special attention to the phenomenon of desertification to protect environment and preserve pastures and agricultural lands and rationalize use of limited water resources. These are the features of the national plan to combat desertification in the Sultanate, which was set up in co-operation with ESCWA, FAO and UNEP.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fort Wayne News Sentinel

15 June 2004

Environmentally safe mower puts Mich. teen on international scene
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BY HUGH MCDIARMID JR.
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DETROIT - (KRT) - In a sleepy west Michigan hamlet, a boy with a resume that includes a chunky pony named Clementine and a gas-free Amish lawn mower has been chosen by the United Nations to plan a prestigious international conference.

When 600 kids from 100 countries arrive in Connecticut in July for the Tunza International Children's Conference on the Environment, Christian Birky, 13, will be emcee, event planner, troubleshooter and answer man.

He regularly has conference calls and Internet brainstorming sessions with kids from Iran, Ghana and Australia. Gov. Jennifer Granholm penciled him into her agenda recently to chat about what he's doing. And his parents still expect him to finish his seventh-grade homework!

Not bad for a red-haired, freckle-faced kid from Glenn, Mich., a place with a lone blinking traffic signal and a sign touting itself as "Pancake Town."

Part of the credit for Christian's international presence is due to Clementine and Amish ingenuity, but that's jumping ahead.

Let's start with his parents, Curtis Birky and Jean Veenema-Birky and his older sister, Kathryn.

It was the parents who, in 1997, moved from South Bend, Ind., to Glenn to bring their family closer to nature and to the majesty of Lake Michigan. The lakeshore is only 300 yards away at a public access where their dirt road ends.

In a 100-year-old farmhouse nestled in a woods teeming with wildlife, the Birkys figured they could best put their children in touch with the rhythms of nature.

"Everything we do, we try to look at how it affects the environment," said Kathryn, a self-described "horse crazy" 16-year-old high school junior-to-be who tends to chickens and rabbits behind the garage.

"It makes it easy to be concerned about the environment, living here," said Curtis, who shares a clinical social work practice with his wife in an office above the family's garage. "It's been something we've been trying to pay attention to."

They don't fertilize the lawn because the runoff could bring excess nutrients into the stream behind their home. They drive a fuel-efficient Honda Civic and are careful with their use of heat and electricity.

Their backyard is regularly visited by deer, rabbits, turkeys and even a green heron who cleaned their pond of fish and frogs.

Five years ago, Christian began lobbying: He wanted to begin mowing neighbors' lawns for cash.

Kathryn's lobbying was already under way: She wanted a pony. The parents huddled. A plan was hatched.

On a bitterly cold February day, an Amish businessman from Pennsylvania drove up to their house with a pony and an Amish-crafted lawn mower designed to be pulled by a horse.

"I liked the idea. Especially the pony part," said Christian.

Thus was born Clementine's Lawn Mowing.

"Come and enjoy our alternative lawn mowing," reads a color flyer the kids passed out to neighbors. "Let Clementine, Kathryn and Christian help protect the serenity of Glenn by mowing your lawn the Earth-sensitive way."

The siblings have five clients this summer, charging up to $50, depending on the size of the lawn.

Clementine, 21, is a sturdy cross between a small pony and a working draft horse. She loves to be ridden down the Lake Michigan shoreline where she wallows in the surf and rolls ecstatically in moist sand.

At work, she pulls the bright-red apparatus with three push-mower type cutting reels underneath. Typically, one sibling sits on the mower using reins to direct Clementine while the other does close-in trimming work with a people-powered push mower.

And the kids insist Clementine knows when she's at work, and has never added her own fertilizer to a customer's lawn.

The quirky business gained international acclaim when the United Nations Environment Programme chose Christian - based in part on his lawn-mowing service - to be among nine Junior Board members to coordinate the international conference.

Christian, Kathryn and their mother attended the 2002 UN Tunza conference in Canada, where Christian had been overwhelmed with stories of environmental damage from throughout the world.

The word "tunza" means "to treat with care or affection" in the Kiswahili language used in a region of eastern Africa.

When Christian applied to help coordinate the 2004 U.S.-hosted conference, he didn't really think he'd be selected.

He was. And it's humbling. Children from other parts of the world often have overcome tremendous obstacles to attend. And his business seems like small potatoes compared to some other projects - like the Canadian boy who raised $500,000 in donations to drill water wells in Africa.

Still, he's determined to do his part, and says he may find a career in which he can help save the world.

But: "I'm a forward on the basketball team," he said. "If I could play with Carmelo Anthony in Denver, well, that'd be OK, too."

AllAfrica

4ème édition du concours international de photographie sur l'environnement 

Fraternité (Cotonou) 
ACTUALITÉS
9 Juin 2004 
Publié sur le web le 14 Juin 2004 

By Gerard Gansou
Le programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) a procédé, vendredi dernier, au lancement de la quatrième édition du concours international (2004-2005) de photographie sur l'environnement. 

La quatrième édition de ce concours, prévue du 5 au 24 octobre prochain sur le thème : "Votre monde dans l'objectif", est organisée en même temps à Nairobi (Kenya) et Barcelone (Espagne). Selon Alioune Loum, responsable du Centre d'information des Nations unies à Dakar (CINU), le concours est ouvert à toutes personnes intéressées, de toutes les nationalités et de tous âges aussi bien qu'à des photographes, amateurs comme professionnels. Sous ce rapport, trois catégories sont appelées à concourir, a expliqué M. Loum citant la catégorie des adultes âgés de 25 ans et plus, celle des jeunes âgés de 15 à 24 ans et la dernière classe constituée des enfants âgés de14 ans au moins. " Pour participer, dans toutes les catégories, les oeuvres devraient être présentées avec un double des diapositives et/ou des épreuves ou par entrée sur le web ", a-t-il dit ajoutant que chaque participant " peut soumettre au maximum trois photographies ". 

Par ailleurs, les photographies peuvent illustrer des sujets différents ou être regroupés en une série de trois photos sur un format de 21/30, mais porteront sur la faune et la flore, dans le souci de sensibiliser le monde aux problèmes de l'environnement, a souligné M. Loum. Les photographies qui seront primées feront l'objet d'une exposition, en mars 2005, au pavillon de l'Organisation des Nations Unies (Onu) à Nagoya (Japon). Les prix à gagner incluront, selon les catégories, deux médailles d'or et de bronze accompagnés de 20 000 et 500 dollars.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press

(Houston Chronicle)

24 June 2004

Representante ONU dice Rusia acelera firma de Protocolo de Kioto 
© 2004 
Rusia se apresta a firmar el protocolo de Kioto, dijo el martes el Director del Programa de las Naciones Unidas Para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Töpfer.

"Antes de diciembre es muy posible que Rusia ratifique el protocolo de Kioto", dijo Töpfer durante una conferencia de prensa en un hotel céntrico de Buenos Aires, donde participará del Primer Encuentro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente del Mercosur y sus Estados Asociados.

El protocolo de Kioto, suscrito en 1997, busca reducir las emisiones de dióxido de carbono y otros gases invernadero considerados los factores claves del calentamiento global.

Desde hace tiempo la Unión Europea (UE) insta a Rusia a que ratifique el protocolo, ya que para entrar en vigencia debe ser ratificado por no menos de 55 países que hayan representado al menos el 55% de las emisiones globales en 1990.

Ese mínimo sólo puede ser alcanzado si Rusia lo ratifica, ya que Estados Unidos y otros países clave han rechazado el tratado.

El 21 de mayo Rusia y la UE firmaron un tratado que confirma el respaldo de la Unión al ingreso de Rusia en la Organización Mundial de Comercio.

A cambio, el presidente ruso Vladimir Putin se comprometió a acelerar la ratificación del protocolo de Kioto.

Si Rusia suscribe el acuerdo, el próximo Foro Internacional sobre Cambio Climático --que se realizará en diciembre en Argentina-- será el primer paso para la adopción de una estrategia mundial para combatir el efecto invernadero y sus consecuencias en el clima.
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BBC

16 June 2004

$14bn cost of protecting oceans 
By Paul Rincon 
BBC News Online science staff 


A team of UK scientists has come up with a cost for establishing a global network of marine "parks" to protect threatened ocean ecosystems. 
A network with 30% coverage of the oceans would cost $12bn (£6bn) to $14bn (£7.7bn) per year to run, they say. 

Some experts say the costs are high, but the authors say the investment would safeguard - and increase - the global fish catch. 

Details are published in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

"The expectation is that protecting areas from overfishing will lead to an improvement in fish catches over time," Professor Callum Roberts, a marine conservation biologist at the University of York, UK, told BBC News Online. 

Fishing is one of the biggest impacts humans have on the sea. If we fail to curb that then we will fail in our efforts to restore the marine environment 
Professor Callum Roberts, York University 

The 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, urged the creation of national networks of marine parks by 2012 to protect dwindling fish stocks. 

This call was echoed at the 2003 World Parks Congress in Durban, South Africa, which recommended that at least 20-30% of every marine habitat should be protected from all fishing. 

The team of researchers, from the universities of Cambridge, Cranfield, Wales and York, conducted a survey of the running costs of 83 marine protected areas (MPAs) worldwide, ranging in size from 100 sq m to 300,000 sq km. 

Running costs 
Annual running costs per unit area were higher in small parks, those closer to coasts and in high-cost developed countries. 

However, in the parks surveyed by the researchers, present income only accounted for half the amount needed to achieve ideal management standards. 

The researchers took into account this shortfall when estimating the running costs. They came up with figures of between $5bn (£2.7bn) and $19bn (£10.4bn) per year to run, depending on what assumptions were made. 

In addition to the figure for 30% coverage, the researchers also produced an estimated cost of $9.5bn (£5.2bn) to $10.4bn (£5.7bn) for 20% coverage. 

Dr Christopher Delgado, senior research fellow at the International Food Policy Research Institute in Washington DC, US, regards the costs as very high. 

"There is a widening recognition that there is a problem with overfishing. But the question is: 'Who's going to pay?' At the moment, nobody wants to be the one to pay," he told BBC News Online. 

Lead author of the study, Andrew Balmford, of the University of Cambridge, is under no illusions about the large financial investment required and the difficulties of implementing such a complex programme at an international level. 

Unprecedented effort 
"Meeting this commitment to marine protection will require international effort on an unprecedented scale," he says. 

A global system of MPAs would create a projected one million jobs, the team argues. The models also assume no income from tourism, which contributes heavily to the funding of existing marine reserves. 

Dr Delgado observes that, while it is relatively easy for countries to stop their citizens fishing, making sure those same people reap the benefits of government policies further down the line is more difficult. 

But he adds that it is important to distinguish between the situation in developed and developing countries: "In developing countries there is less governance - the ability to control what's going on. 

"As a result, marine reserves don't work too well, although they are frequently proposed. Even if they are enforced, all the people who used to fish there have nowhere to go." 

Professor Roberts explained there was still a lack of understanding of what was involved in the successful management of marine reserves: "At the moment, there's been a great reluctance to protect areas from fishing. 

"But fishing is one of the biggest impacts humans have on the sea. If we fail to curb that then we will fail in our efforts to restore the marine environment." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Ice Cream Dollars Could Purchase Ocean Protection 

WASHINGTON, DC, June 15, 2004 (ENS) - For less than half of what Americans and Europeans together spend on ice cream each year, the world could establish a global network of marine parks, essential for restoring the health of the oceans and sustaining fishing industries, a study by World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds has found. 

The marine parks would cost the global community some $12 to 14 billion per year, according to the study, published Monday in the "Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences." 

Americans spend an estimated $20 billion on ice cream each year, while Europeans spend $11 billion, according to "State of the World 2004," an annual report published by the Worldwatch Institute. 

"Instead of spending billions on luxury items, let's rescue our seas," said Dr. Andrew Balmford, researcher at the University of Cambridge and lead author of the study, "Worldwide Costs of Marine Protected Areas." 
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Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea (Photo by Mohammed Al Momany courtesy NOAA)
"This investment of $12 to 14 billion would help safeguard, and over time increase, a global fish catch worth $70 to 80 billion per year," he said. 

Fish populations have fallen to 10 percent or less of what their numbers were at the onset of commercial fishing. 

"An ambitious marine park program could be instituted for less than the $15 to $30 billion already spent each year on economically and environmentally damaging subsidies to commercial fisheries," the study's authors wrote. 

Subsidies support excess capacity in fisheries that provides short-term job security for fishers, but carries long-term costs and risks to the survival of fish species. 

"The estimated cost of creating these parks does not factor in expected gains from protected areas to fisheries," said co-author and professor at the University of York, Callum Roberts. 

"Marine parks promote the recovery of fish stocks within their borders and export fish and their offspring into fishing grounds," said Roberts. "Well-managed parks have often doubled catches in surrounding fisheries. 

"Even a 20 percent catch enhancement arising from the global park system, a conservative estimate, would pay for management costs," he argued. 

The authors of the study surveyed the running costs of 83 well managed marine parks worldwide. Annual spending varied from a few dollars to $72 million per square mile per year. 

The study estimated the running costs of a global system of marine parks that would protect 20 to 30 percent of the world's seas. The authors took these figures from the recommendation of the World Parks Congress in 2003 that, to restore marine ecosystems and rebuild fish stocks, at least 20 to 30 percent of every marine habitat must be protected from fishing. 

"With fisheries in steep decline, and with rates of habitat loss now equal or exceeding that of rainforests," the authors maintain, "this connect-the-dots design for marine protected areas would create between 830,000 and 1.1 million full time jobs and fortify fragile marine ecosystems in the process." 

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (Photo courtesy NOAA)
They figured that the protected areas would cost between $5 billion and $19 billion annually with the most likely range of figures from $12.4 to $13.9 billion for 30 percent coverage and $9.5 to $10.4 billion for 20 percent coverage. 

Still, costs could run double those figures if ideal conservation management standards are to be achieved. The parks surveyed for this study said their present income only accounted for half the amount needed to reach the ideal. 

The authors found that costs were higher for marine parks that are smaller, closer to coasts, and in developed countries. 

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, coastal nations pledged to turn the tide on this decline by creating national networks of marine parks by 2012. "But until now, it has been unclear how much it will cost countries to deliver on their promises," said Scott Burns, director of WWF's Marine Conservation program. 

"Making this commitment to marine protection will require international effort on an unprecedented scale," said Burns. "Just half a percent of the sea lies within marine parks today, compared to 12 percent of the land." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

16 June 2004

Climate Change Experts Despair Over US Attitude

WASHINGTON - Climate change experts said yesterday they are frustrated the U.S. government and the public are not taking the risk of global warming seriously. 

They said even as sea levels rise and crop yields fall, officials argue over whether climate change is real and Americans continue to drive fuel-guzzling SUVs. 

"There is going to be large change," said atmospheric scientist David Battisti of the University of Washington in Seattle. "The risks are very large." 

The group met at the American Association for the Advancement of Science to try to drive home the message that climate change is already under way. 

"You hope that somehow people will understand that we have got to do something now," Joyce Penner, an atmospheric scientist at the University of Michigan, said in an interview. "Some people get it - some people are driving hybrids. But there is a problem with the American public." 

Climate experts around the world agree one first step to battling the buildup of polluting gases that is warming the Earth is an agreement called the Kyoto Protocol, a 1997 pact aimed at reducing greenhouse emissions. 

More than 120 nations have ratified the pact or acceded to it. President Bush pulled out in 2001, arguing Kyoto was too expensive and unfairly excluded developing nations. The United States is the world's biggest polluter, producing 36 percent of warming emissions. 

Bush's advisers also cite doubts about models that predict the course of global warming. 

UNDERESTIMATING THE THREAT 

The climate experts agreed there is debate about the models but say if anything, they underestimate the extent of the problem. 

"The models ... are good enough to tell us we ought to be starting now to do what we can to reduce emissions," said Michael Oppenheimer, a professor of environmental science at Princeton University. 

Oppenheimer said sea levels have risen 4 inches (9 cm) already over the past century and could rise between 4 and 40 inches (9 to 88 cm) more in the next century. 

Both the Greenland and the West Antarctic ice sheets are "highly vulnerable" to global warming, Oppenheimer said. If completely melted, the Greenland ice sheet would add 25 feet to overall sea level and the West Antarctic Ice Sheet would raise it by 16 feet. 

This would be enough to swamp most of Florida, Bangladesh and Manhattan, he said. 

"The sea level rise over the past century appears greater than what the model says it should be," Oppenheimer said. "The ice sheets may be contributing more than the models predict." 

The researchers said they hoped to convince the U.S. public to pressure politicians into policy changes. 

"In this country it depends a lot on what happens in the next election," said geochemist Daniel Schrag of Harvard University. "I don't think we can expect to change the minds of this administration in the next couple of months." 

Schrag said the current concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is 380 parts per million - higher than it has been for at least the past 430,000 years. 

"In the next 100 years, unless immediate action is taken, carbon dioxide levels will rise to between 800 and 1,000 parts per million. The last time carbon dioxide was that high was during the Eocene, 55 to 36 million years ago," Schrag added. 

At that time he said "palm trees lived in Wyoming, crocodiles lived in the Arctic, Antarctica was a pine forest and sea level was at least 300 feet higher than today." 

Story by Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent 

Story Date: 16/6/2004 

__________________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the News

Le Figaro, 14 juin : Deux milliards de personnes menacées par les inondations en 2050

BONN (AFP) - Deux milliards de personnes dans le monde, en particulier en Asie, devraient vivre dans des zones menacées par les inondations en 2050, en raison des changements climatiques et de la croissance démographique, selon une étude des Nations unies rendue publique dimanche…

Selon l'UNU, qui ouvre mardi un nouvel institut spécialisé dans l'étude sur l'environnement et la sécurité humaine à Bonn (ouest de l'Allemagne), les zones à risques vont s'étendre en raison des changements climatiques, de la montée du niveau de la mer, de la poursuite de la déforestation en particulier dans les zones montagneuses, et à cause de l'attrait des zones inondables pour la richesse de leur sol.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040613203610.nst4ftbf.html
Environment related news

The Independent, 13 June: Greener London will target drivers

Radical new programmes aimed at making London the "green capital of Europe" are to be brought in by Ken Livingstone, its newly re-elected Mayor…

The whole Greater London area is to be turned into a giant "low emissions zone". Lorries, buses, vans and taxis that fail to meet tough new emission standards will be banned from the city, and drivers who flout the ban will be fined. Cars, however, will be exempted.

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/environment/story.jsp?story=530987
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New from ROLAC

www.tierramerica.net

The Scent of Biodiversity 

By Mario Osava*

The Amazon's plants and fruits are serving as the raw material for Brazil's 

perfume and cosmetics industry. Exports for this sector, which promotes 

environmental preservation and fair trade, are growing 20 percent a year.

RIO DE JANEIRO - Many fisherfolk on the Brazilian Amazon island of Marajó 

suffer hunger during the rainy months of "big waters" in the first half of 

the year, when the fish disappear. But in recent years, gathering fruit for 

the perfume and cosmetics industry has opened the door for a new source of 

income during that critical period. 

This is a positive social effect of the expansion of an industry that is 

based on the sustainable use of Brazil's vast biodiversity. 

The harvest of the Amazon forest's products is transformed into oils by 

Brasmazon, a small business in Belén, capital of the northern state of Pará, 

supplying the cosmetics division of its holding company Beraca Sabará, a 

chemical firm based in Sao Paulo and with affiliates in four other cities. 

The river-dwelling population of Marajó stopped cutting down the andirobas 

(Carapa guianensis), ucuúbas (Virola sebifera) and murumurús (Astrocaryum 

murumuru) trees once they realized they could make a better living from their 

fruits, like the cupuaçú (Theobroma Grandiflorum), Luiz Roberto Morais, 

chemist and Brasmazon bio-prospecting manager, told Tierramérica. 

The output of Brasmazon, which Morais founded in 1989 and later sold to 

Beraca Sabará, is growing "200 percent a year," he said. 

That reflects the exceptional expansion of demand. The Brazilian perfume and 

cosmetics industry association ABIHPEC reported growth of 37.1 percent in the 

past five years, while the country's overall industrial sector saw just 2.7 

percent growth, curbed by a series of economic crises. 

In that time the cosmetics industry doubled its exports, and its trade 

balance went from a deficit of 59.7 million dollars in 1999 to a surplus of 

80.5 million in 2003, when sales abroad reached 224.3 million dollars. 

The incorporation of oils and extracts of autochthonous origins is an 

advantage for Brazilian cosmetics on the international market, where they 

otherwise cannot match the technology of bigger companies, ABIHPEC president 

Joao Carlos Basilio da Silva said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

Furthermore, advances in design and best practices for production, with 

safety testing and microbiological analysis have made the Brazilian industry 

competitive. Its goal for the next three years to maintain export growth at 

20 percent annually, at least, he said. 

This year, the first four months alone saw 26.7 percent growth. 

It is an industry that wants to maintain "the forest on its feet," unlike the 

logging companies, Da Silva said. 

Recognition of its efforts towards sustainability came in an agreement 

between ABIHPEC and the certified forestry product-purchasing group, created 

by the non-governmental organization Friends of the Earth/Amazon Brazil, so 

that companies in the cosmetics and perfume industry have information about 

the communities providing their natural inputs. 

"We want an orderly system, with environmental preservation and fair trade 

criteria that attend to the needs of the communities, paying for their 

traditional botanical knowledge," Luis Villares, manager of Friends of the 

Earth's sustainable business services, told Tierramérica. 

Better socio-environmental results require new relationships with the 

extracting communities. They should organize themselves into cooperatives or 

partnerships and obtain more training, such as in forest management, so that 

they do not rely completely on the buyer, but also satisfy the demand in 

terms of quantity, quality and delivery, at fair prices, he said. 

The cosmetics industry that takes advantage of Brazil's biodiversity could 

make sustainable extractive activities economically viable, and is important 

from the educational perspective because it teaches the consumer the value of 

nature, motivating him or her "to help preserve it," said Villares. 

One example of "spectacular success", according to the Friends of the Earth 

expert, is the Ekos line of products from the company Natura. Its perfumes, 

shampoos and other beauty products based on natural ingredients have been 

sold since 2000 and "stimulate conservation efforts." 

Natura, founded 35 years ago, has grown a great deal since it launched this 

line of products, and now exports to numerous Latin American countries and 

has plans to open a shop in Paris. 

Valuing and preserving nature paints a strong image, especially in Europe, 

and that is reflected in the success of Ekos, says Sonia Tuccori, head of 

research and development with biodiversity for Natura. 

The company aims to be "socially just" with its supplier communities, 

recognizing the value of traditional knowledge of local flora and paying fair 

prices for the raw materials used in the cosmetics, she said. 

Andirobas, buritis (Mauritia vinifera), Brazil nuts (Betholletia excelsa), 

copaibas (genus Copaifera) and pripriocas (Cyperus articulatus, Kyllinga) are 

just some of the "fruits of the forests" utilized in Natura products. 

The company has added to its perfume line a cologne using extract of the 

victoria regia, symbol of the Amazon. This giant aquatic flower's leaves 

reach 1.8 meters in diameter, and the blossom -- the largest in the Americas -

- grow to 30 cm in diameter. 

CUBA: Erosion Takes Toll on Beaches 

HAVANA - Ninety percent of Cuba's beaches are seeing some degree of erosion, 

according to a study released this month by the island's Ministry of Science, 

Technology and Environment. 

"The intensity of the erosion is moderate for most Cuban beaches, which means 

erosion rates no greater than 1.2 meters per year," says the report. 

The analysis of the scope, magnitude and causes of beach erosion along Cuba's 

coastline is the result of an inventory taken of 171 beaches -- 103 along the 

island's northern shores, 68 along the southern. 

The survey is intended to assess possibilities for tourism, as part of the 

rapid development of this economic sector dating to the mid-1980s. Erosion is 

hitting the beaches along the north-facing coast the most, which also happen 

to be Cuba's best tourism beaches.

VENEZUELA: Condor Hatches in Captivity 

CARACAS - Venezuela has produced a hatchling of the condor of the Andes 

(Vultur gryphus) at its Bararida Zoo in the city of Barquisimeto, 250 km west 

of the capital. The proud parents are Bud and Rana, a condor pair brought 

from the United States. 

Since the later decades of the 20th century, after wild condors disappeared 

from Venezuela, state conservation institutions and academic experts have 

sought to reinsert this giant bird of prey back into its Andean habitat, 

releasing young condors from U.S. zoos in the wild here. 

The Andean condor has a long reproductive cycle: two years. Bud and Rana at 

first showed little interest in each other, but "in 2002 they began a 

courtship, in 2003 there were signs of reproductive activity, and this year 

the chick was hatched," says Raúl Rojas, head of the zoo's animal health unit.

BRAZIL: Storing Precious Water Underground 

RIO DE JANEIRO - Underground depositories could be a new solution for the 

population in Brazil's semiarid northeast, where frequent droughts have 

caused human tragedy and the migration of millions of people to the country's 

southern regions. 

Storing water below ground serves to prevent evaporation and keeps the ground 

moist for several months, thus also reducing crop losses to drought. 

There are already around a thousand such deposits in northeast, and in the 

next three years the governmental Brazilian Enterprise for Agricultural 

Research and numerous non-governmental organizations will be studying 

different aspects of this technique, to define best practices and demonstrate 

its benefits. Then they will disseminate the idea. 

Also in the Brazilian northeast, there is mass production of tanks to collect 

rainwater for household use, ensuring rural families water to drink.

CHILE: Ecotourism Alliance with the Private Sector 

SANTIAGO - The Chilean government's National Forestry Corporation (CONAF) is 

planning to increase partnerships with private enterprise for ecotourism 

projects in protected natural areas that currently are not tourism 

destinations. 

In 1996 CONAF began "a strong campaign to work with the private sector, 

granting concessions for areas so that they could sell their ecotourism 

services," seeking investment to improve access to nature parks and more 

resources for their protection, says Angel Lazo, head of the public use 

division at the agency's wildlife heritage department. 

The department is responsible for 94 protected areas, of which 26 do not draw 

visitors because they do not have roads, and 22 do not have park rangers due 

to lack of economic resources. 

There are 400 park rangers for the 14 million hectares included in the 

national system of protected areas, or one person for every 35,000 hectares, 

said Lazo. This shortfall means it is difficult to carry out forest fire 

prevention campaigns and to halt crimes such as the illegal logging of native 

forests.

CENTRAL AMERICA: Alliance Against Species Trafficking 

TEGUCIGALPA - El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua this month launched a joint 

strategy to fight illegal trafficking of plant an animal species in the Gulf 

of Fonseca region, on the Pacific, Honduran Environment Minister Patricia 

Panting told Tierramérica. 

"We agreed to step up controls in our national customs services and sea 

patrols, as well as to standardize our regulations so that our actions are 

more effective," said Panting. " We are going to severely punish those who 

commit the crime" of trafficking wild species. 

Coordination efforts began in February and will include border towns, 

environmental prosecutors and investigators. 

"The Gulf of Fonseca holds threatened mangroves and several species that are 

in danger of extinction. Its wildlife is part of the marine equilibrium," she 

said. The Honduran ministry reports that this region holds at least 115 

species of flora and fauna.

GUATEMALA: Great Potential for Ethanol 

GUATEMALA CITY - This Central American country has the capacity to supply 

itself with ethanol fuel and reduce vehicular air pollution, but currently 

lags behind in regards to this technology. 

According to Marco Dávila, energy director at Guatemala's Ministry of Energy 

and Mining, a study by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean (ECLAC) found some time ago that the country produced 32.9 million 

tons of sugarcane and 3.6 million tons of sugar each year. 

"With that basis, we could produce 183 million liters of ethanol a year to 

cover the local market," he said. 

Dávila said that one of Guatemala's 17 sugarmills already produces ethanol 

that is not used as a fuel, and another is being refitted for ethanol 

production, while the Bio-Ethanol company is building a factory that is to 

produce 150,000 liters a day to export to the United States beginning in 

2005. 

Ethanol is an ethyl alcohol product and is used as a fuel oxygenate for 

internal combustion engines.
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ENVIRONMENT-URUGUAY:

Eat Fish, but Skip the Liver 

Diana Cariboni 

MONTEVIDEO, (IPS) - In Uruguay's coastal waters, where the Río de la Plata 

(River Plate) flows into the Atlantic Ocean, ”lead and chrome are the heavy 

metals with highest concentration in the sediment,” Federico Viana, a 

biologist with the University of the Republic, told IPS. 

”Chrome is highly toxic. Even at low concentrations it has lethal effects,” 

said Viana, head of an investigation of heavy metal contamination in fish 

species along the Montevideo coastline. 

And there are some metals that do not kill, ”but affect reproductive rates, 

for example, with consequences for the structure of species populations and 

the aquatic ecosystem,” he added. 

Viana proposed studying the concentration of metals -- copper, zinc and 

mercury -- in several coastal fish species, many of which are caught by 

Uruguayan fishing enthusiasts and small fishing operations, and end up on 

local dinner tables. 

The scientists studied metal content in muscle tissue and in the livers of 

species such as the corvina, 'pescadilla de calada' (striped 

weakfish), 'lisa' (striped mullet), 'pejerrey', 'brótola' (codling) and 

catfish species. 

Viana found concentrations below the suggested maximum limits in the muscles, 

or meat, of the seven species. But in the livers of the lisa and brótola --

 ”the cleansing organ par excellence” -- he found a greater accumulation of 

copper and zinc. 

Another discovery emerged when the experts took into account the size of the 

fish. ”We found signs of bioaccumulation, that is, an increase in 

concentrations of metals the older the fish,” explained Viana. 

”Considering these results, it is possible to eat our fish without running 

risks associated with heavy metal concentrations,” he said. 

”However, it is recommended to avoid larger fish,” because they manifest a 

greater presence of heavy metals. It is also recommended that people avoid 

consuming the livers of these species, he stressed. 

Although consumption of fish organs is not a common practice, ”there are 

people who eat brótola and corvina organs, which exposes them to levels of 

contamination that could be harmful to their health,” said Viana. 

To establish the ”acceptable limits”, which are usually adopted as national 

health standards, Viana had to turn to the Brazilian Health Ministry for 

information on several heavy metals and their effects on human health, 

because Uruguay had only established maximum concentrations for mercury. 

The Uruguayan coast is inescapably affected by human activities in Montevideo 

and Buenos Aires, capital cities on each side of the Rio de la Plata and home 

to a total of nearly 10 million people as well as industry, sea ports and oil 

refineries. 

Viana thinks there is greater environmental awareness these days, ”which has 

led to economic activities being carried out with greater controls and 

responsibility.” 

Furthermore, he said, the economic recession that has affected Uruguay over 

the past few years has slowed down industrial activity, and therefore reduced 

the production of toxic waste. 

The area hardest hit is Montevideo Bay, because ”it acts as a depository of 

highly contaminated waters from the Miguelete and Pantanoso rivers.” 

Because it is a semi-closed bay, the recharging of its waters from the Río de 

la Plata is very slow, which favours the accumulation of heavy metals, fossil 

fuels and organic material in the sediment, he explained. 

According to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 80 percent of 

marine environment contamination originates from activities on land, such as 

waste dumping, oil spills, and alteration of coastal habitats. 

Another phenomenon is the introduction of exotic species that are transported 

in the bilge water of ships arriving from distant ports. 

”All of these factors are present in our coastal system. Industrial 

contamination is a very important source. And not the least of our problems 

is that the area rivers have very poor water quality,” said Viana. 

In addition to the very toxic metals, like chrome, others ”have the ability 

to accumulate and increase their concentration as the animal ages.” Such is 

the case of mercury, which can be ”bio-magnified”, in other words, it 

increases as it is passed up through the food chain. 

As a result, ”the last links in the chain are exposed to very high 

concentrations of toxins,” said the biologist. The last of these links is 

often humans. 

In studies conducted in the southern zone of Pajas Blancas, the scientists 

found corvina with deformed spines. ”We don't know the cause, but according 

to precedents established in other areas, this phenomenon has been attributed 

to the presence of contaminants in the environment,” Viana said. 

According to UNEP, more than 90 percent of the Earth's living biomass is 

found in the seas and oceans, and it is estimated that by 2010 around 80 

percent of all peoples will live within 100 km of some coast. 

Every year, some 21 million barrels (159 litres each) of petroleum -- a 

source of heavy metals -- flow into the oceans, originating in street run-

off, factory discharge and tanker ships, says UNEP. 

Less than one percent of the marine surface is under some degree of 

environmental protection, while 11.5 percent of land surface is protected
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
In Brazil, Annan calls for new funding sources for development
*
UN humanitarian work for 50 million people being hit by low donations

*
More Sudanese refugees reaching Chad as UN continues moves to safe camps
*
UN humanitarian envoy begins weeklong visit to southern Africa in Malawi

*
To mark Day of African Child, UNICEF launches student surveys of absenteeism
*
Afghanistan, UN agency cooperate on drafting tougher anti-terrorism laws

*
Annan urges Russia and neighbours to focus on Millennium Development Goals

*
UN agency begins process to enhance safety, working conditions for fishers
*
161 Brazilian troops latest to join UN mission in Haiti
*
Thousands of Congolese refugees continue to flood into Burundi, UN says
*
Global cereal stocks forecast to drop for fifth straight year, UN agency says

*
With greater stability in Angola, refugees return from Zambia, UN agency reports
* * * *

UNCTAD
15 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, reviewing new recommendations for collecting development funding, today said financial resources are urgently needed to deal with human hardship and to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which aim to halve extreme poverty by 2015.

“Analysis should not become an excuse for paralysis,” he said in remarks at a high-level panel on innovative sources of financing for development, part of the ongoing 11th ministerial meeting of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) this week in São Paulo, Brazil.

“We need action. There is an urgent need for a critical mass of new resources to deal with a wide spectrum of human hardship,” he said.

One of the most innovative ideas being discussed was an International Financial Facility, proposed by the United Kingdom, that would “frontload” aid to meet the MDGs, he said.

Once agreement in principle was reached, the Facility could be put in place quickly, but would need mechanisms to guarantee that aid levels stayed high enough to meet development needs beyond 2015, Mr. Annan said.

The next General Assembly session would discuss a joint study of this and other proposals by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and the UN University, he said, adding, however, “The democracy deficit in international economic and financial decision-making remains a serious problem.”

New resources would help countries to rely on themselves and would be an investment in the future well-being and security of the world, he said.

After delivering his address, Mr. Annan and his wife visited an innovative new educational centre in nearby Campo Limpo, designed to bring education, the arts, culture, education and sports to the community of nearly 200,000 people.

They were accompanied by São Paulo Mayor Marta Suplicy, who had initiated the project.
* * *

Humanitarian appeal
15 June 2004 – A mid-term review of United Nations Consolidated Appeals for nearly $3 billion to improve the lives of some 50 million people suffering in crises has shown a shortfall of $2.25 billion, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

“The response so far is too little, too late for millions of victims in forgotten emergencies,” OCHA chief Jan Egeland said. “Timely and increased funding is essential for effective response.”

The revised requirements for the Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP), launched last November to be used in 2004, totalled $2.95 billion, of which only $696.8 million have been donated, OCHA said.

Despite some generous contributions, only 23.6 per cent of the programmes being run by 168 humanitarian organizations to cope with 25 crises are being funded so far this year, a drop from 33 per cent in 2002 and again in 2003, it said.
Among the reasons for poor funding in 2004 might be that heavy donations in 2003 depleted the funds available for 2004 and that “lacklustre economic situations in industrial countries have reduced governments’ resources from which official humanitarian funds are allocated,” OCHA said.

Country appeals receiving the most meagre responses were Madagascar, which got $149,254 out of $9 million requested (1.7 per cent) to handle drought and cyclones. Indonesia received nearly $1 million out of $43.2 million hoped for (2.2 per cent) as the country experienced floods and earthquake. Donors gave Côte d’Ivoire $4 million out of $61.1 million (6.3 per cent) needed.

The crises getting the best responses were located in Chechnya, Iran and West Africa, OCHA indicated in a table of requirements and contributions.

Chechnya received $29.78 million out of $60.1 million (49.5 per cent), mainly for refugees. Iran got $15.9 million out of the $32 million (48.6 per cent) that humanitarian and heritage workers estimated as necessary for its recovery from last year’s earthquake.

The West African sub-region, the location of recent and current civil conflicts, got $47.3 million out of $108.4 million (43.6 per cent) it asked for to handle humanitarian emergencies, OCHA said.
* * *

Sudan

15 June 2004 – The number of Sudanese refugees relocated to safe camps inside eastern Chad and away from the dangerous border is likely to top 100,000 later this week, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today, but hundreds more people are continuing to flee the war-torn region of Darfur because of deadly militia attacks.

About 200 refugees arriving in Chad in the past two weeks have reported fresh attacks on their villages by the Janjaweed, bands of Arab fighters sponsored by the Sudanese Government, UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a press briefing in Geneva.

Ms. Pagonis said one man told UNHCR staff that 150 armed men on horseback reached his village of Outacha early in the morning of 2 June, killing 12 people and stealing livestock. The deadly raid forced about 200 residents to leave Outacha and head for the Chadian border, with only the elderly staying behind.

The man told UNHCR staff that he and his family had fled to the Chadian border in August last year after a previous Janjaweed attack, and that when they returned to Outacha after three months he discovered his home had been burnt.

A woman from the village of Bahanoussa said militiamen also attacked her home early on 2 June, killing her son and brother, and forcing her to flee her village, she said.

Farther south, near the Chadian border town of Goz Amer, about 200 new refugees arrive each week from Darfur, some by foot and some on donkeys and camels, Ms. Pagonis said.
More than 150,000 refugees from Darfur have fled to Chad since early last year when fighting broke out between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups. Many refugees say they left after Janjaweed militias burnt their villages and killed or raped family members and neighbours.

Describing the situation as a humanitarian crisis, the UN and aid agencies estimate that at least one million people are internally displaced within Darfur, with many at risk of dying from malnutrition or disease.

Yesterday, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland described the campaign by the Janjaweed – which has targeted Darfur’s black African population – as ethnic cleansing.

A UN human rights report and a UN rapporteur have also criticized the Janjaweed’s actions and called on the Sudanese Government to better protect civilians in Darfur.

UNHCR has been progressively relocating as many refugees away from the border as possible because of regular cross-border raids by the Janjaweed. Ms. Pagonis said the number of refugees transferred to the safe camps should pass 100,000 later this week.

Meanwhile, Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), today ended a three-day tour of Darfur by calling for greater international efforts to avert a humanitarian disaster.

Ms. Bellamy also urged Khartoum to remove all bureaucratic hurdles that might slow down relief work.
* * *

Southern Africa

15 June 2004 – The United Nations Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa is in Malawi today for the first leg of a weeklong mission to review achievements in the region over the last three years and take stock of its future aid requirements.
The fourth trip by James T. Morris, Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), to countries affected by the “triple threat” of food insecurity, weakened capacity for governance and AIDS also comes at a time when the $615 million UN Consolidated Appeal for southern Africa remains seriously under-funded, with only $327 million in confirmed donations so far.

Funds for non-food items, such as medicines, healthcare, education, water and sanitation supplies, are desperately needed, with only 16 per cent of resources needed for these items having been raised.

In addition to his stop in Malawi, Mr. Morris will meet with government officials, donor representatives and aid agencies in Mozambique, Swaziland and Namibia. He is not scheduled to visit Zimbabwe because officials from that country’s Government were unavailable for meetings.

* * *

Day of the African Child
15 June 2004 – On the eve of the Day of the African Child, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today launched a global survey of the 121 million children who are not attending school that will be carried out by youngsters who are, with the aim of expanding enrolment everywhere.

“We want this project to start a chain reaction, whereby the children and their teachers will not only identify those out of school, but will also commit to getting them enrolled and helping them succeed,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said.

The chain reaction would later draw in parents, communities, government ministries and external partners in drives to achieve education for all, she said.

In the Child-to-Child Survey (CTC), teams of schoolchildren would interview out-of-school children to find out why they were not enrolled. Reporting their results, they would call on communities and governments to place education for all at the top of their list of priorities.

The Surveys have already started in Ethiopia and other African countries, including Chad, Kenya, Malawi, Sudan and Zambia, were scheduled to start tackling the problem of getting 24 million African children into schools by rolling out their own versions of the CTC in the next few months.

Plans were also underway to make the CTC a worldwide project, starting later this year with South Asia.

With the African Union-sponsored Day of the African Child tomorrow focusing on the theme of “The Family,” Ms. Bellamy said achieving educational parity for girls would have far-reaching, positive effects, including ensuring that families would be healthier and stronger, today and in the future.

* * *

Afghanistan

15 June 2004 – Declaring the fight against terrorism to be a priority for Afghanistan, the country’s leaders have the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to help it draft domestic laws against terrorism and international organized crime.

During a three-day meeting in Kabul last week, UNODC officials and senior Afghan Government representatives discussed how to strengthen the country’s legislation by implementing the content of 12 international treaties or legal instruments against terrorism.

They also considered how to implement the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, as well as its Protocols on human trafficking, migrant smuggling, and firearms trafficking and manufacturing.

Justice Minister Abdul Rahim Karimi and Education Minister Mohammad Yunus Qanooni told the meeting that it was important that Afghans receive training on how to implement any new laws.

The two ministers said alleviating poverty, educating the population, promoting freedom of speech and developing democracy are essential if Afghanistan is to prevent and suppress terrorism and crime.

Before the meeting, UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa visited Afghanistan to study the country’s problems with drug production. It is the world’s largest opium producer.

Last year, opium production reached an estimated 3,600 tons, generating the equivalent to 52 per cent of Afghanistan’s gross domestic product (GDP). UNODC expects production to rise even further this year.
* * *

St. Petersburg
15 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has told a forum of economic policy-makers and business leaders from the Russian Federation and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) that they must keep focusing on achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as they pursue economic reforms.

In an address today to the eighth St. Petersburg International Economic Forum, delivered on his behalf by Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Director-General of the UN Office at Geneva, Mr. Annan said the conference offers an opportunity to promote greater economic cooperation between the Russian Federation, the CIS and the rest of the world.

“After years of difficult transition and sometimes painful economic reforms, many of the countries in the CIS [comprised of former constituent states of the Soviet Union] have entered a new phase in their development. The CIS has been one of the most dynamic regions of the global economy during the last four years,” he said.

But he stressed that while measures such as the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) Human Development Index show that living conditions for most people within the CIS have improved since the late 1990s, some regional indicators from the World Health Organization (WHO) remain a cause for deep concern.

Mr. Annan urged delegates to pay close attention to the MDGs, a set of eight, time-specific targets – such as halving extreme poverty, reducing child mortality and achieving universal primary-level education – agreed to by world leaders at a summit in 2000.

The Secretary-General added that the recent inclusion in the European Union of eight countries from Eastern and Central Europe means the forum is also well placed to encourage stronger economic ties between the enlarged EU and the CIS.

* * *

Fishing
15 June 2004 – The United Nations labour agency today took the first significant step towards strengthening work standards for most of the estimated 35 million people employed by the fishing industry around the world.

A committee of the International Labour Organization (ILO) on fishing, meeting in Geneva during the organization’s annual conference, completed preliminary discussions about introducing new instruments that would revise and enhance seven existing standards for protecting fishers.

If the proposed standards are adopted next year after further debate, they will extend the coverage to more than 90 per cent of the world’s fishers – compared to the roughly 10 per cent who are protected now.

ILO Director-General Juan Somavia said the proposed revisions will enable millions of fishers to earn their living – collectively, fishing is estimated to contribute $50 billion a year to the world economy – in decent, safe conditions.

Most fishers live in the developing world, with more than four out of every five people employed coming from Asia.

Fishing is regarded as one of the most dangerous occupations in the world, with ILO studies showing that the fatality rates for fishing is higher in some countries than those of police or fire-fighters. In some countries, the death rate is estimated to be between 150 and 180 per 100,000 workers.

The revised standards would extend coverage by including the self-employed and those fishers paid on the share of the catch. It would also toughen health and safety provisions and take account of fishers working both on the open seas and on small vessels in coastal waters.
* * *

Haiti
15 June 2004 – The latest group of Brazilian troops arrived in Haiti today to join the United Nations peacekeeping mission gearing up to take over from the multinational force in the Caribbean nation later this month.

The contingent of 161 included soldiers and marines, as well as drivers and equipment operators, and will remain in the area around the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince, to provide logistical support to the Brazilian brigade.

They join the 49 staff officers and 192 soldiers already part of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). Eight hundred additional soldiers are expected to arrive by air transport over the next four days to complete the deployment of Brazilian troops.

The transfer of operational responsibility to UN peacekeepers from the Multinational Interim Force (MIF) – which arrived to quell the violence that erupted in February that eventually led to the ouster of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide – is scheduled for 25 June.

At full strength, MINUSTAH will have a force of 6,700 troops and 1,622 civilian police. About 13 countries have pledged to contribute military personnel to the Mission.

* * *

DR of Congo

15 June 2004 – With thousands of refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) fleeing either sporadic insurgent attacks or fighting against government forces, the United Nations refugee agency is investigating reports today that the number of Congolese encamped in and around its transit sites in neighbouring Burundi has swelled to 17,000.

As of last week, there were some 3,000 Congolese who had recently fled to Burundi, according to the agency. Most of the new refugees are occupying 25 hangars at the Rugomobo transit camp, managed by UNHCR's German partner, GTZ, while centres in Gatumba and Cibitoke each house about 1,500.

A second transit centre on a 10-hectare site in Cibitoke could host more than 20,000 people when preparations are completed, UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told the press in Geneva today.

Ethnic Bafulero and Babembe have been running out of DRC, mainly empty-handed, because of a fear of attacks by militias comprising Banyamulenge, or Congolese Tutsi, fighters or because they have been trying to avoid the fighting between the Banyamulenge and Government forces.

Some Banyamulenge have been fleeing Uvira province fearing that they could face revenge attacks similar to those that occurred around Bukavu, south of Uvira, after Tutsi insurgents started fighting in late May and briefly seized Bukavu on 2 June, UNHCR said.

Due to the flood of refugees, the agency might begin to move some people to Songore camp in northern Ngozi Province and Basorwe in northern Muyinga Province this weekend, Ms. Pagonis reported.

* * *

Cereal stocks

15 June 2004 – Global cereal stocks are expected to drop for the fifth consecutive year despite an increase in production in 2004, leading to the possibility of higher and more volatile prices in the coming marketing year, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today.

According to Food Outlook, an FAO quarterly publication that forecasts global crop, food and trade prospects, cereal production is expected to reach 1,956 million tons in 2004, a substantial increase from the previous year.

While production prospects are good, they are not up to expected total levels of utilization, said Henri Josserand, Chief of FAO's Global Information and Early Warning System. “The downward trend in global cereal stocks continues, narrowing the buffer available to absorb large unexpected shocks. In view of already tight stocks, the possibility of higher and more volatile prices in 2004-2005 should not be ruled out,” he said.

The first forecast for global cereal trade stands at 229.7 million tons, down 3.4 per cent from 2003-2004. The decline mostly reflects good crop prospects in traditional importing countries, as well as a strong production recovery in Europe. Tighter rice supplies in major exporting countries also will reduce tradable volumes in rice.

After rising for several months, international prices of most cereals eased back in recent weeks, according to the Food Outlook, reflecting “generally favourable prospects for 2004 crops.” Prices also eased for rice as China and Thailand released rice stocks on to tight domestic markets.

In related news, the report also says that outbreaks of animal disease in major meat-exporting countries and resulting bans on imports from the affected areas are reducing exportable supplies and causing international meat prices to surge.

International prices for dairy products were well above average during the first half of 2004 because of sustained import demand and limited availability of export supplies. Food Outlook forecasts that milk prices will be at or near their current high levels for the remainder of the year.

* * *

Angola

15 June 2004 – As the situation in Angola continues to stabilize with the implementation of key peace accords, hundreds of refugees from that country began returning today from Zambia, the United Nations reported.

“The first convoy of 363 returnees left Meheba Refugee Settlement in Zambia this morning,” Jennifer Pagonis, a spokesperson from the Geneva-based UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), told the UN News Service.

The agency anticipates helping 40,000 Angolans to return from Zambia between now until the end of October when the rainy season starts, according to Ms. Pagonis. This is more than half the total Angolan refugee population living in camps and settlements in Zambia and more than double the number that returned from there last year.

Returnees will be brought to a reception centre at Cazombo, where they will stay for several days to attend sessions on mine awareness and HIV/AIDS and get medical assistance if required. UNHCR will provide the new arrivals with supplies such as soap, kitchen sets, blankets, a tool kit, seeds and agricultural tools. They will also receive two months’ worth of food rations on their way out.

“In preparation for this year's returns, UNHCR improved the road to Cazombo which was in bad condition after the rainy season,” Ms. Pagonis said. “We also rehabilitated departure centres and way-stations to make the journey more comfortable for the returnees.”

At the time the peace accords were signed in April 2002, about 441,000 Angolan refugees were estimated to be living in neighbouring States. UNHCR estimates some 223,000 Angolan refugees currently remain in the major asylum countries – the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Zambia, Namibia and the Republic of Congo – as well as about 14,000 in South Africa and Botswana.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  

**Secretary-General in Brazil
On the last day of his stay in São Paulo, Brazil, the Secretary-General is visiting an innovative educational project in a poor district on the outskirts of the sprawling city of 17 million people.

There, he and Nane Annan are now visiting the educational centre, which aims to bring education, culture, sports and art, to the community of nearly 200,000 in Campo Limpo, where a tenth of the people live in shanty towns. 

They are escorted by the Mayor of São Paulo, Marta Suplicy, who initiated the project.

Before the visit, the Secretary-General delivered opening remarks at the High-level Panel on Innovative Sources of Financing for Development, part of the ongoing UNCTAD Conference in 
São Paulo. (See Press Release SG/SM/9367–DEV/2475–TAD/1989)

Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General spoke to the press in São Paulo, telling them that he is convinced that the crucial role of the United Nations to provide a framework for international solutions is needed today more than ever.  The successful UN contribution to the establishment of the Iraqi interim government, he said, was a case in point.

Asked about the security situation in Iraq, he said that “the signs we are seeing now are not very good.  The indications are that the violence will continue.” 

He added that UN remains committed to helping Iraq, subject to security conditions.  We have the transcript of his comments posted on the web.

The Secretary-General is expected to be back in New York tomorrow.

**Iraq
And just one note on Iraq, Carina Perelli, (the head of the UN Electoral Assistance Division) will be here tomorrow, at around noon, to brief you on her work and the electoral programme in Iraq.

**Western Sahara
On Western Sahara, Security Council members received on Monday a letter from the Secretary-General, saying that James Baker, his Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, has turned in his resignation.  Mr. Baker said that he believed he had done all he could do on that issue.  The Secretary-General accepted the resignation with deep regret, and also voiced regret that the parties did not take better advantage of Mr. Baker’s assistance.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Western Sahara, Alvaro de Soto, will continue to work with the parties and with neighbouring countries in pursuit of a just, lasting and mutually acceptable political solution.

**Security Council 
There are no Security Council meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

**UN Consolidated Appeals
The United Nations needs 2.25 billion dollars until the end of the year to address the critical needs of close to 50 million people affected by 25 crises in Africa, Europe and Asia.

This is the message from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs as it conducts its mid-year review of the progress since the Consolidated Appeal was made last November. 

At that time UN humanitarian agencies and their NGO partners appealed for some 2.95 billion dollars to reach vulnerable populations around the world during 2004.  To date, less than 700 million dollars has been received.

According to Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, “The response so far is too little too late for millions of victims in forgotten emergencies.” 

He adds that timely and increased funding is essential for an effective humanitarian response.

And we have more information available upstairs. (See Press Release IHA/919)

**UNICEF - Bellamy in Darfur
Carol Bellamy, the Director of the UN Children’s Fund, UNICEF, today ended her three-day visit to Darfur, Sudan, with a call for greater efforts to avert a humanitarian disaster.

Bellamy urged the government of Sudan to remove all bureaucratic hurdles that could slow down the humanitarian relief work, and called on the world community to respond quickly to calls for urgently needed funds.

Along with Sudan’s Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization, UNICEF is currently in the middle of a mass measles vaccination campaign intended to reach over two million children.  And we have copies of Carol Bellamy’s statement available upstairs.

**Southern Africa
In Southern Africa, James Morris, the head of the World Food Programme and the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for humanitarian needs in that region, today led his fourth mission to the region, to review achievements and take stock of Southern Africa’s future aid requirements.

Mr. Morris, who is accompanied by a team of senior UN staff, is in Malawi today, and will also travel to Mozambique, Swaziland and Namibia.

However, he will not be visiting Zimbabwe, because officials from that country’s Government were unavailable for meetings.  And we have a press release upstairs with more details.

**UNICEF – School Enrolment Campaign
Today is the Day of the African Child, and to honour that day, the UNICEF officially launched a child-powered project in Ethiopia to account for children not in school and to accelerate the enrolment of all children. 

Called the Child-to-Child Survey, it involves teams of school children who interview out-of-school children to find out the reasons why they are not enrolled.  An estimated 121 million children are out of school worldwide.  The majority of these children are girls, according to UNICEF.

Carol Bellamy said the Fund wants to start a chain reaction, whereby the children and their teachers will not only identify those out of school but will also commit authorities, communities and parents to getting the children enrolled and helping them succeed in school. 

Kenya, Malawi and Chad will be launching their own surveys, and plans are under way to take the project global, starting later in the year with South Asia.

And we have more information upstairs.

**UNODC - Afghan Experts
Experts from the UN Office on Drugs and Crime recently provided assistance to Afghan officials in Kabul on the legislative measures needed against terrorism and transnational organized crime. 

The two-day workshop was attended by, among others, representatives from various ministries, including the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

And we have more information available on that upstairs.

**St. Petersburg Forum
The Secretary-General today commended a meeting of policy makers, industrialists, bankers and international representatives that began today in St. Petersburg, Russia, saying that much work remains to be done to improve the quality of life in the Commonwealth of Independent States.  He added that the CIS has been one of the most dynamic regions of the global economy for the past four years.  And we have copies of the message, which was delivered by the head of the UN Office in Geneva to this meeting in Russia.

**FAO - Cereal Stocks
Turning to food issues, global cereal stocks are forecast to fall in the new 2004-2005 marketing season, a fifth consecutive annual decline, according to forecasts from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization.  FAO says the fall comes despite an expected increase in cereal production for 2004.  And we have more details upstairs.

**ILO
Improving the safety and working conditions of some 35 million people who work in the global fishing industry was at the forefront of the discussions of the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) annual conference in Geneva today.  The ILO estimates that fatality rates for fishermen are higher than those for firefighters and police officers in many countries.

But some 90 per cent of fishermen around the world are not covered by existing work conventions.  And we have a press release on that upstairs.

**Black Box
I realize it may be a little late, but if any of you are interested in getting more information on the Black Box investigation, please let me know and we can arrange for you to speak to someone from OIOS; if you come and see me after the briefing.

And that’s it. Carina Perelli I already told you about.  So, if you have any questions for me, let me know.

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Is there any update on the powder found at the UN yesterday?

Associate Spokesman:    No.  It will probably take a couple of days for the NYPD and the FDNY to do their analysis of the powder.    

Question:   So you expect they will call back within two days?

Associate Spokesman:    A couple of days, a few days.  As soon as we have something we’ll let you know.  We all want to know.  Edie?

Question:   Steph, a couple of weeks ago the Staff Union sent a letter, another letter to the Secretary-General asking for an independent investigation of OIOS.  I wondered if there had been any response to that letter?

Associate Spokesman:    The Secretary-General was made aware of the allegations regarding appointments and promotions of staff within OIOS and that was done from a letter by the president of the Staff Union.  We’ve asked Mr. Nair to respond and he is in the process of doing just that.

It’s normal procedure for the Secretary-General to request information before deciding on any further course of action.

Question:   Can you update us on the status of the effort to replace 
Mr. Holkeri as SRSG in Kosovo?

Associate Spokesman:    We do expect an announcement soon.  So, as soon as I have one, I will be able to share it with you.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   How did Secretary of State James Baker communicate his resignation to the Secretary-General?  Was it...(interrupted)?

Associate Spokesman:    In a letter.

Question:   ...orally, or in writing?

Associate Spokesman:    No, no.  In a letter.

Question:   Is the letter available?

Associate Spokesman:    No.  It was a private letter to the Secretary-General.  In the Secretary-General’s letter to the Security Council he takes some of the points from the letter.  But Mr. Baker’s letter in itself has not been released; either publicly or to the Security Council.

Question:   Stéphane, less than two weeks to the transfer of power to the Iraqi Government, suicide bombings and terrorism are on the rise.  My question is, how do you predict the period between now and June after...(inaudible)?

Associate Spokesman:    I think it would be dangerous to do any predictions.  I think, as the Secretary-General said, obviously the security situation on the ground is worrying.  There have been a number of terrorist acts, as you have seen.  We’ve condemned these acts as we do anything that would harm the peaceful transition in Iraq and anything that would affect negatively the transition in Iraq.  There is hope that once Iraq regains its sovereignty, that we would see these security incidents lessen.  David?

Question:   Just a phone-in question.  The transfer of Saddam Hussein; the possible transfer and his status after 30 June; has the UN or the SG said anything about how they believe that Saddam should be treated after the transfer of sovereignty?  Should he be transferred?  What’s the status of it?

Associate Spokesman:    No, I haven’t seen anything.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   What is the latest on the Oil-for-Food Programme?

Associate Spokesman:    Mr. Volcker’s investigation is under way.  I think they’ve opened up their new web site today.  So, I think they will be able to post information on that. They’ve been provided with the initial budget to begin their work.  We await from them a fuller budget to see what sort of financial needs they will have.  But, you should talk to them.  But I believe they’re up and running and they’re getting things started.  But I can’t speak for them.  But they’re beginning their work.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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