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Canadian and European Experts Meet in Brussels to Talk Climate Change

On March 15th and 16th, 2004 the Canadian Mission to the EU and the Canadian Polar Commission will be hosting a Symposium in Brussels titled: Environmental Assessment, Climate Change Research and Policy Implications in the Arctic.

Fifty climate change researchers and policy experts from Canada and the European Union will participate in the event designed to examine the gaps between climate research results and the public policy necessary to both mitigate and adapt to changes and to further enhance opportunities for experts to work together on international climate projects.

Leading the Canadian delegation are three of Canada’s six Northern Research Chairs. Drs. Christopher Burn, John England and Serge Payette are leading experts in arctic research. Other delegates include officials from the Government of Canada, the Government of Yukon and industry. These Canadians will be joined by researchers and government counterparts from across the Nordic countries, France, Germany, Austria, Poland and Belgium. The European Commission, the European Environment Agency and the United Nations Environment Programme will participate in the discussions.

In conjunction with this Symposium the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the European Environment Agency (EEA) will be launching a joint report : "Arctic Environment: European Perspective - Why Should Europe Care" at a reception hosted by the Canadian Mission to the EU. The Executive Director of EEA Jacqueline McGlade will be in Brussels for the occasion.

Canada remains committed to pursuing circumpolar cooperation with Europe through implementation of the Canada-EU Joint Statement on Northern Cooperation and the Northern Dimension of Canada’s Foreign Policy. The Symposium is also part of the commitment undertaken by Canada and EU in the 2002 Joint Statement to pursue thematic workshops in areas of importance.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Green Groups Urge EU to Heed Arctic's Plight
Mon 15 March, 2004 21:31 

	


BRUSSELS (Reuters) - The European Union must urge Russia to meet global commitments in reducing global warming if the Arctic region is to be saved from destruction, environmentalists said on Monday. 

The polar region, stretching across northern parts of Russia, Canada, the United States, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Denmark, is rich in resources but its native Inuit population is under threat from melting ice caps. 

Russia has yet to ratify the Kyoto Protocol to curb greenhouse gas emissions. After the United States withdrew in 2000, Russia can effectively stop the treaty coming into force. 

"Climate change is happening twice as fast in the Arctic as in the rest of the world," Svein Tveitdal, a senior official at the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) told a news conference, asking the EU to maintain its diplomatic efforts. 

The EU cannot leave it solely up to Nordic states -- Denmark, Sweden, Finland and non-bloc member Norway -- to protect the Arctic people and landscape, he added. 

The U.N. body and the European Environment Agency published a report listing the dangers facing the Inuit people where seal and pike, traditional food sources, can only be eaten sparingly by women as they contain toxic chemicals harmful to reproduction. 

"The Arctic environment is clean," said one of the authors of the report, Norwegian Lars-Otto Reiersen. "The pollution is caused by pesticides and mercury in the south." 

The toxic substances are carried north by air and water and though the EU has signed an international treaty to phase out the so-called dirty dozen -- the 12 most polluting chemicals -- they remain in the environment for decades. 

Environmentalists also want the EU to invest more money in research related to the Arctic region and put pressure on Russia to exploit oil and gas resources in a sustainable way. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
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World Consumer Rights Day March 15

 Access to water a fundamental human right 
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The Consumer Rights Day logo
Monday March 15 is the World Consumer Rights Day and the theme chosen this year is Consumers and Water. The theme aims to highlight the importance of water as one of the most essential commodity in life.
On this day where consumers worldwide get together in solidarity to protect their rights, to demand that those rights are respected and to protest the market abuses and social injustices which undermine them, we are all being invited as responsible consumers to reflect on the ways we are using this precious commodity, in our homes and work places.
Are we wasting water by being negligent in fixing a leaking tap, a broken pipe or simply letting water flow? Are we contributing to the pollution of our water sources by throwing our rubbish in the little stream or river which passes by our house? 
On this day in particular as responsible consumers, we should all bear in mind the fact that every nation’s quality of life, health and survival depend on  access to water.
But for many people in the world this is not the case because according to the World Health Organisation and Unicef, nearly 30,000 people die each day of illnesses linked to a lack of safe drinking water and proper sanitation.  Water being a depletable natural resource, its scarcity is also a real threat to societies. 
The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) reports that by the year 2025, two thirds of the World’s population will live in water-stressed conditions.  At present 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water and more than twice as many do not have effective and proper sanitation.

In many cities, water supply, distribution and metering systems are old and suffer from lack of maintenance.  The result has been erratic or no supply for many low-income areas with high population densities and many consumers in these areas have to rely on street vendors for their water supplies at prices which are up to 30 times higher than the networked water rates.
In areas where water supplies are plentiful and access and quality are acceptable, controversies rage over privatisation and public ownership, regulation maintenance of infrastructure and conservation.
The complex technical and political issues surrounding water are often seen as the concern of experts and Government regulators but, consumer organisations have over the years acquired a wealth of expertise in using the promotion of consumer rights and protection of consumer welfare as tools to mobilise citizens and help find solutions to the water problem.
The United Nations adopted a General comment on the right to water in November 2002 and this put an obligation on governments to extend access to sufficient, affordable and safe water and sanitation services progressively to all citizens without discrimination.
This right which we support, is also established in Agenda 21, the Declaration of the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development.
To meet the Millennium Development Goals of halving the number of people without access to water and sanitation by 2015, 400,000 new connections need to be made per day for water 500,000 for sanitation.  This will require some US$ 25 billion  of investment per year.  Debates about water policy focus on how to find the money for this large investment, and how to manage water resources to meet the basic rights of all.
Consumer International therefore promotes a set of principles which reflect and support  the United Nations comment. Among the principles is the consumers obligation to avoid the wasteful use of water, ensure that they do not contaminate the supply and paying their due share of the cost of supply.
 _______________________________________________________________________________________

The Dominion

March 16, 2004 
A New Era in Conservation

by Yuill Herbert

The Canadian Boreal Initiative (CBI), launched at the end of last year, is a common vision for the largest conservation agreement in the world. It proposes a plan to protect approximately 265 million hectares of forest and to manage a further area of equal size according to stringent ecological standards of development. 

"We have a unique opportunity to pursue a balanced vision to conserve the entire Canadian boreal region, while providing for extensive economic benefits," explained CBI's Director, Cathy Wilkinson. 
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Canada’s Boreal Forest is the largest intact forest ecosystem in the world. photo: Bryan Evans 

Stretching across most of northern Canada, the boreal forest is the largest intact forest ecosystem in the world. 

The vision is powerful due to its unusual mix of proponents, representing cooperation on an unprecedented scale. The Boreal Leadership Council, the spearheading committee of the initiative, is a mix of industry, environmental and First Nations organizations, including representatives of some of the most significant political and economic interests in the boreal region. The World Wildlife Fund, Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, Forest Ethics and Ducks Unlimited Canada are the environmental groups involved. The Deh Cho First Nations, the Innu Nation and Poplar River First Nation are also at the table. Most intriguing are the industry representatives, including forestry companies Alberta-Pacific Forest Industries, Tembec Inc, Domtar Inc and Suncor Inc. 

"We know that it is crucial for the Canadian boreal region to be managed in a responsible way if we want future generations to benefit from its economic, environmental, and social value," said Raymond Royer, president and chief executive officer of forestry company Domtar Inc. Royer believes that Domtar's involvement in CBI does not only demonstrate good corporate citizenship, but also good business. 

"It will allow us to better understand stakeholder concerns," he explained, "which will in turn improve our planning for future fiber supply." 

The economic value of the boreal is rivaled only by its ecological significance. Globally, the boreal forest is of vital importance. A 2001 report by the United Nations Environment Program called on Canada and a handful of other countries to take immediate steps to protect the remaining large swaths of untouched forest. It found that just 21 per cent of the planet's land area was still covered with healthy forests, including large chunks in Canada, Russia, the United States, the Congo and parts of South America. Globally, the largest conservation commitments to date have been made by the Sakha Republic in northern Russia with 70 million hectares, and by the Amazon Region Protected Areas Agreement, which protects 40 million hectares. "By acting now, Canada can safeguard one of the world's remaining large ecosystems - while it is still for the most part ecologically intact," urges Wilkinson. 

Although the over 500 million hectares involved in the CBI far outdoes earlier conservation commitments, the unusual nature of the partnership, the magnitude of its vision and the process itself have generated controversy amongst environmentalists. Charles Caccia, a Toronto MP and chairman of the House of Commons Environment Committee, believes that protection of only 50 per cent of the Boreal is not enough, suggesting instead that the target should be set at 80 per cent. 

But according to Monte Hummel, one of the agreement's chief architects and president of the World Wildlife Fund, the CBI goes far beyond the 80 per cent proposed by Caccia. 

"The Boreal Forest Conservation Framework targets 100 per cent of Canada's boreal region for 'conservation,' where conservation is defined as striking a balance between strict protection and sustainable use that meets the highest international environmental standards," said Hummel.

The standard that the agreement proposes is the Boreal Forest Stewardship Standard, which was recently approved by Forest Stewardship Council, a certification process that is based on the principles of ecological protection and respect of the First Nations. 

Caccia is also concerned by who is leading the initiative. 

"It is the task of elected governments--not of private sector businesses and organizations--to produce a framework for a very sensitive and fragile resource that has more than monetary value." 

According to Hummel, however, the initiative is not taking over the government's job, but helping the government to do its job better.

"Our initiative should be understood for what it is - an attempt by leading non-government parties and Aboriginal peoples to collaborate and generate solutions for governments to consider. In the past, governments have claimed their options were severely limited by adversarial relationships between First Nations, industry, and conservation groups. This constant warfare has forced governments to referee among competing interests - a dynamic which... has not historically benefited Canada's forests". 

The government shares Hummel's view, but makes no committments. Brian Emmett, who heads Canadian Forest Service, said, "We see CBI's contribution as a potentially positive input in the on-going global and informed debate on how best to practice sustainable forest management".

In the meantime, the logging continues, and one wonders for how long the boreal forest can simultaneously be both the world's largest remaining wilderness and the world's largest source of facial tissues and advertising fliers.

ENS

China Busts Illegal Ivory Traders in Guangzhou Market 

LONDON, UK, March 15, 2004 (ENS) - Chinese officials have seized nearly 300 kilograms (660 pounds) of ivory in the southern city of Guangzhou, China. The enforcement operations were conducted based on information provided by the London based Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) an independent, international campaign organization that works to investigate and expose environmental crime. 

The raid was carried out March 8 by China’s Endangered Species Import and Export Management Office and State Forestry Administration and made public today. 

Carved ivory puzzle ball on a carved figure base (Photo courtesy Edith M. Hodgson Collection, Bryant College Library)
Three years of EIA investigations into the ivory market in Guangzhou, the core of the traditional ivory industry in China, have revealed that some of the dealers in Guangzhou’s Jade Market area are involved in illegal ivory trade. 

To protect endangered elephants, a global ban on commercial trade in elephant ivory has been in place since 1989, imposed under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

Although Guangzhou’s carvers were reportedly down to a few months supply of ivory in 1989, EIA investigators have found that the industry still flourishes. 

EIA’s latest investigation of the Jade Market area in November 2003 revealed that one of the shops, identified by EIA as a major supplier of ivory since 2000, still sold a wide range of products, from brooches to large sculptures. 

An owner of another shop openly stated that his business thrives on ivory smuggled from Africa. He went into detail, EIA said, explaining how he sends regular shipments abroad, although increasingly more of his products are sold to Chinese customers. 

Mr. Wan, from the Chinese Endangered Species Import and Export Management Office, said, “[With] the valuable information collected and provided by EIA, an enforcement operation [aimed] at combating the illicit trade in ivory was successfully conducted on March 8, 2004 in Guangzhou by the Forest Police Bureau of the State Forestry Administration.” 

Wan said this operation demonstrates China’s political will to deal with the illicit trade in ivory, and added that China has plans to introduce a compulsory trade system soon. 

The Chinese ivory seizure comes just in time to help the EIA make its point to CITES officials that a one-off sale of elephant ivory stockpiled by three African countries should not be allowed. 

Despite the global trade ban on elephant ivory, Namibia, Botswana and South Africa have applied to legally sell ivory that has been accumulated in government storehouses from disposal of problem animals and from those that died of natural causes. The applicant countries have pledged to use the proceeds of the ivory sale for elephant conservation, but critics say a legal sale would mask illicit ivory trading and would encourage poachers. 

The decision on the one-off sale may be made at the week long CITES Standing Committee meeting that opened today in Geneva. 

In November 2002, CITES Parties voted to allow a one-off sale of ivory from Namibia, Botswana and South Africa after May of this year, providing that certain conditions are met. 

This elephant in Kenya is more valuable to poachers dead than alive. (Photo credit unknown)
This is the second time CITES has permitted such a sale. The first sale was agreed in 1997 and carried out in 1999. To date, Japan, the importing country in the first sale, is the only country that has indicated an interest in buying the ivory stockpiles. 

Zhang Libao, an official with the public security bureau of the State Forestry Administration, told EIA investigators that ivory smuggling has increased since the one-off sale of ivory was allowed in 1997. He said that smugglers are increasingly targeting China as a good market. 

EIA’s elephant campaigner Dr. Mari Park said, “EIA commends the swift enforcement action taken by the Chinese authorities in Guangzhou acting on our information. China is a major destination for illegal ivory, and regulating ivory trade, particularly an internal trade, presents a difficult challenge to authorities.” 

The volume of ivory seized in China has amounted to tons of the valuable material. Between the 1997 decision of the one-off sale and October 2002, EIA has recorded seizures totalling 4.76 tons bound for China and seizures totalling 24.32 tons within its borders. 

In 2002, a court case in Beijing revealed that one syndicate had smuggled 14 tons of ivory into China since 1999. In August 2002, over three tons of raw ivory was seized by Customs in Shanghai. 

China’s efforts to stop the illegal ivory trade have largely concentrated on border controls so far, and the EIA called this month’s seizure of 300 kilograms of ivory "a major breakthrough in internal policing by Chinese authorities." 

Dr. Park said, “It is clear that the one-off sale decision has led to an uprise in illegal ivory heading to China. EIA opposes a relaxation of the ban on ivory trade as it will place an enormous burden on enforcement officers in China, as well as other parts of the world.” 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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China's hunger for electricity takes toll on environment BEIJING For all the hoopla about China's booming economy, its manufacturing muscle and its potential to become a great power, the world's most populous country is struggling to keep the lights on. And the sporadic blackouts that plagued much of China last year are raising complicated questions for the Communist Party and for the rest of the world: 

.

How and where will China get the energy it needs to maintain its economic growth? And how much will the environment suffer for it? 

.

"It's one of the hottest issues facing the international energy industry," said Scott Roberts, chief representative in the Beijing office of Cambridge Energy Research Associates, a consulting firm based in Massachusetts. "The growth has been explosive, and I think it has caught many people in China and elsewhere off guard." 

.

China's emergence has already roiled commodities markets as the country has become a voracious consumer of energy and raw materials. 

.

Last year, its oil imports rose nearly one-third. It also built so many new cars, factories, airports and high-rise buildings that it passed the United States to become the world's biggest steel importer, according to the Iron and Steel Statistics Bureau, a British-based information clearinghouse for the steel industry. 

.

Electricity consumption jumped by 15 percent. Domestic coal production rose by 100 million tons - and still there were shortages. 

.

Yet China's appetite today is modest compared with what is estimated for the future; the country's energy needs are expected to more than double by 2020. This prospect has the Communist Party reportedly rolling out plans for at least 100 new power plants, including nuclear, hydropower and coal-fired ones. It has also raised concerns that efforts to improve China's polluted environment will be muted by the demand for power. 

.

Plans call for at least 20 nuclear plants to be built by 2020. Hydropower projects, regarded by many Chinese officials as a clean power source, are threatening to disrupt the ecological balance along many important rivers that flow out of the high Tibetan plateau. 

.

Accounting for almost 70 percent of China's power supply, coal is a primary source of greenhouse gases, and experts say that by 2020 China could pass the United States as the world's biggest source of carbon monoxide. The fact that this is happening is perhaps not surprising because America is an economic, if not a political, model for China. 

.

"The fundamental problem is that China is following the path of the United States, and probably the world cannot afford a second United States," said Zhang Jianyu, program manager for the Beijing office of Environmental Defense, a U.S.-based advocacy group. 

.

In an address this month before the annual meeting of the National People's Congress, Prime Minister Wen Jiabao captured the competing pressures of the economy when he cited environmental protection and called for building a "conservation-minded society" while also exhorting the country to develop more energy sources. 

.

"We must speed up the development of large coal mines, important power-generating facilities and power grids, the exploration and exploitation of petroleum and other important resources," he said. 

.

Zhang said China's environmental degradation was already being measured in economic losses. He said state officials estimated that acid rain caused about $13 billion in damage annually, while air pollution reduces the annual gross domestic product by about 3 percent. 

.

China is also often inefficient in its energy use. Roberts, the Cambridge Energy consultant, said that the worst Chinese industries wasted 70 percent more energy than their counterparts in the United States. He also noted that China's electricity consumption grew 15 percent last year and 10.4 percent in 2002 - a spike in demand that he said was equal to the total power consumption of Brazil. "They are adding a middle-sized country every two years in terms of energy consumption," he said. 

.

This helps explain why energy security is an increasingly important issue for Chinese leaders, particularly regarding oil. China began importing oil in the early 1990s, partly because its own supplies were leveling out but also because of rising demand. Now the U.S. invasion of Iraq has shown a nation dependent on Middle East oil how vulnerable it could become. 

.

An analysis of China's energy situation made in December by Deutsche Bank said that in response to the Iraq war, China had begun building storage facilities to create a strategic oil reserve. The report also said the country was aggressively pursuing oil deals around the world, from neighboring Kazakhstan and Russia to fields as far away as South America and Canada. 

.

For now, power officials are warning that another spate of blackouts is likely. Last year, nearly two-thirds of the provinces and autonomous regions of China experienced varying degrees of blackouts. This year, officials say, could be as bad or maybe worse. 

.

The New York Times 

	Monday, March 15, 2004
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China is also often inefficient in its energy use. Roberts, the Cambridge Energy consultant, said that the worst Chinese industries wasted 70 percent more energy than their counterparts in the United States. He also noted that China's electricity consumption grew 15 percent last year and 10.4 percent in 2002 - a spike in demand that he said was equal to the total power consumption of Brazil. "They are adding a middle-sized country every two years in terms of energy consumption," he said. 

.

This helps explain why energy security is an increasingly important issue for Chinese leaders, particularly regarding oil. China began importing oil in the early 1990s, partly because its own supplies were leveling out but also because of rising demand. Now the U.S. invasion of Iraq has shown a nation dependent on Middle East oil how vulnerable it could become. 

.

An analysis of China's energy situation made in December by Deutsche Bank said that in response to the Iraq war, China had begun building storage facilities to create a strategic oil reserve. The report also said the country was aggressively pursuing oil deals around the world, from neighboring Kazakhstan and Russia to fields as far away as South America and Canada. 

.

For now, power officials are warning that another spate of blackouts is likely. Last year, nearly two-thirds of the provinces and autonomous regions of China experienced varying degrees of blackouts. This year, officials say, could be as bad or maybe worse. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Hunters 'threaten Sumatran tiger' 
Indonesia's last species of tiger - the Sumatran tiger - is doomed unless the trade in its body parts is stopped and its habitats saved, campaigners warn. 
One estimate suggests there may be only 400-500 of the tigers left in the wild. 

A new report says demand for medicinal ingredients, trophies, charms and souvenirs in Asia is driving a programme of killing by hunters. 

The concern is raised by Traffic, the wildlife monitoring network, and WWF, the global conservation organisation. 

Traffic's undercover investigators found what they described as a substantial domestic Indonesian market for tiger parts. 

The investigators found animal products in 17 of the 24 towns they visited. About 20% of 453 shops they went to had body parts on sale, mostly teeth and claws. Much of this trade is done in the open, says Traffic, even though it is illegal. 

The campaign groups argue this trade is unsustainable. They claim there is evidence to show that at least 50 Sumatran tigers have been poached per year between 1998 and 2002. 

Loss of habitat 
"Increased and improved enforcement is the only thing that is going to save the Sumatran tigers," said Chris Shepherd, a co-author of the Traffic-WWF report. 

"As a first step, action should be taken against the markets, trade hubs and retail outlets highlighted in the report, especially in northern Sumatra. More specialised anti-poaching units also need to be established urgently." 

The report, called Nowhere To Hide: The Trade In Sumatran Tigers, also shows how the trade in Sumatran tiger parts extends to South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Japan, Malaysia and China. 

The Sumatran tiger is listed as Critically Endangered, the highest category of threat. The fear is that it will go the same way as two other tiger subspecies, the Bali and Javan tigers, which became extinct in the 1930s and 1980s respectively. 

Loss of forest habitat is another major threat to the Sumatran tiger. The remaining animals are being pushed back by logging companies which exploit Indonesia's lowland rainforests to supply the world with paper pulp. 

Traffic and WWF want the paper companies to agree to a moratorium on their logging operations in natural forest, some of which is prime tiger habitat, until the conservation value of the forests can be assessed. 

New Scientist

Report reveals global problem of drug-resistant TB 
16 March 04   NewScientist.com news service   

The largest ever survey of drug-resistant tuberculosis has unveiled "worrying" levels of the disease, with health experts warning that the issue is a global problem.

Patients in former Soviet states such as Kazahkstan, Uzbekistan and Estonia are 10 times more likely to have multi-drug resistant TB than in the rest of the world, reveals the World Health Organization report. The new report also reveals disturbing levels in China.

"The crucial thing to bear in mind with TB is this is an airborne infectious disease," says Paul Sommerfeld, chair of UK charity TB Alert. "It's not possible to isolate any one part of the world from the rest of the world."

The WHO is calling for an urgent expansion of TB control measures, including drug resistance surveillance and investment in DOTS, a WHO-inspired treatment strategy.

"It is in the interest of every country to support rapid scale-up of TB control if we are to overcome multi-drug resistant TB," says Mario Raviglione, director of WHO's Stop TB department. "Passport control will not halt drug resistance; investment in global TB prevention will."


Death sentence 

Drug-resistant TB is a serious problem, explained Paul Nunn, WHO report co-ordinator, at its launch on Monday: "Untreated it's a death sentence. And treatment requires a cocktail of drugs which are very expensive and difficult to administer."

The treatment for non-resistant TB is much cheaper, but the infection still causes nine million new cases every year, with two million deaths. The WHO calculates that about 300,000 new cases of TB each year are now multi-drug resistant (MDR), sapping already limited resources.

The report, which assessed one-fifth of the world's new TB cases, the global scope of the problem. It included 77 countries or provinces compared with only 58 in WHO's 2001 report.

The world's worst place was Kazahkstan - with 57 per cent of new TB cases being resistant to one drug and 14.2 per cent being MDR. Worryingly, five of the top 10 places in the world for MDR TB had not previously been surveyed. These include Kazahkstan, Uzbekistan, Lithuania, Ecuador and the Liaoning and Henan provinces in China.

Six of the 10 were former Soviet states and the WHO believes the prevalence of MDR TB here is due to the breakdown of public health infrastructure after the collapse of communism.


Selective survival 

	

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	


The new report raises particular concern over China. "If the national prevalence of MDR TB is as high as we found in Liaoning province [about eight per cent], we have major problems in China as well," warns Nunn. China has an extremely high burden of TB, with about 485,000 new cases every year, he adds.

Drug resistant TB strains arise due to the selective survival of naturally occurring drug resistant strains of Mycobacterium tuberculosis. 

Selection can happen if patients do not have adequate concentrations of anti-TB drugs or do not complete their course. Once resistant strains gain hold they can also be transmitted through the air in the same way as non-resistant strains.

Of the MDR TB strains currently known, 79 per cent are "super-strains", says the report. These are resistant to at least three of the four main drugs used to cure TB. 


_____________________________________________________________
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General environment news

Nile Waters: Meeting On Poverty Alleviation Starts

The East African Standard (Nairobi): A key international stakeholders meeting to address the contentious utilization of the River Nile waters opens in Nairobi yesterday. The conference is discussing the Nile Basin Initiative agenda and ways in which countries along the river can harmoniously benefit from the waters The riparian states are Egypt, Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Eritrea, Democratic Republic of Congo and Ethiopia. Even though experts expect the talks to centre on poverty reduction and protection of the Nile as a shared resource, they also predict that the thorny issue of the Nile treaties of 1929 and 1959 will be spotlighted. For East Africa, the 1929 Nile Basin Treaty is the most controversial since it limits the exploitation of Lake Victoria by the community's countries. Egypt is the beneficiary of the treaty, which prohibits the reduction of the volume of the Nile waters reaching there. Sudan is also another major beneficiary of the waters. But the East African countries, especially Tanzania and Uganda, have long refused to recognize the treaty which was entered by colonial Britain, and are in the process of setting up huge irrigation projects whose source of water is Lake Victoria. In Tanzania, there is the Kahama water project, whose irrigation waters are drawn from Lake Victoria, with the Tanzanian government insisting there is nothing wrong with this. Uganda's Bujageli hydropower initiative is another controversial project linked to the waters. A spokesman at the Ministry of Water, Mr. James Waititu, yesterday said the states sharing the river no longer see the controversial Treaties as impediments to development.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403150617.html
National Water Week to Focus On Wise Water Usage

BuaNews (Pretoria): Water Affairs and Forestry Minister Ronnie Kasrils says the focus of this year's National Water Week will be on raising awareness about responsibly conserving water in the country. This year's National Water Week takes place from 22-28 March with the theme "Water washing away Poverty". It coincides with government's ten years of democracy celebrations and International Water Day on 22 March. In his statement ahead of the celebrations, Mr. Kasrils said the event would also celebrate the success of government's water delivery programme and management during the first decade of democracy. He said that a decade ago, around 14 million people did not have access to safe drinking water and some 21 million people did not have access to a basic level of sanitation. In the ten years since democracy, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has provided almost 10 million South Africans with access to clean water," said the Minister. Mr. Kasrils added that South Africa had more than achieved the rate of delivery required to meet the millennium targets set by the Heads of State at the United Nations in 2000. Mr. Kasrils said the "blueprint for survival", the National Water Resource Strategy, which will be launched this year, will ensure that the objectives of the Constitution and the Water Act were met. "South Africa is a water-stressed country and this strategy describes the ways, in which the country's water resources will be protected, used, developed, conserved, managed and controlled," he said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403150809.html
Experts warn massive pollution on water masses in Kenya 

Nakuru, Kenya (PANA) - Environmental and provincial authorities in Kenya's Rift-Valley region warned that several water masses in the region, including Lake Nakuru, were threatened with extinction due to industrial pollution and massive deforestation in water catchment areas. Area provincial commissioner, Wilfred Ndolo noted that several rivers, which form the main lifeline of the Lake had "ceased to be a permanent water source" due to declining water volume occasioned by degradation of forests in the area. "The rivers are increasingly being polluted with industrial waste, car wash services and waste from nearby urban centres and slums, and recent findings by ecologists and environmentalists have established that they (rivers) have lost their entire aquatic life," noted Ndolo. "The water tables in the province are falling at an alarming rate and aquifers are not being recharged. This is against the background that only 15% of our country receives reliable rainfall patterns," Ndolo observed. In another speech, Prof. Ezra Maritim of Egerton University called for the establishment of environmental courts to dispense with matters of industrial pollution, improper human settlements, deforestation and encroachment of water catchment areas. He further warned that environmental degradation posed a serious threat to Lake Baringo and Nyongores River in the region, while locals were suffering from a myriad of waterborne diseases.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034083&dte=13/03/2004
Uganda's ban on smoking hits snag 

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - Ugandan police complained Sunday that the absence of appropriate legislation was preventing them from enforcing a ban on smoking in public places. Lands, Water and Environment Minister, Col. Kahinda Otafiire announced the ban last Friday, ordering police to enforce it starting midnight. But Deputy Police Spokesman John Kimera told PANA the police were not in a position to enforce the ban because legally. "How can we enforce it without an enabling law?" Kimera queried, adding "we are still waiting for the legislation." Announcing the ban, Otafiire warned that people found smoking in public would face fines and or jail terms. He cited among public places schools, streets and pubs.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034139&dte=14/03/2004
Recalcitrant Poachers at Risk

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): Anti-poaching committee maps out new action plan. Fifteen thousand kilograms of the 150,000 of "bush meat" poached and consumed in Cameroon annually were ceased in 2003 by the anti-poaching committee. This is the outcome of the implementation of the 2001 national anti-poaching strategy. Though a relatively positive result, authorities of the Ministry of the Environment and Forestry seem to be more determined than before to step up the figures and track down more culprits stubbornly involved in the trade. Meeting yesterday for the first time since creation, members of the Anti-poaching Committee resolved to intensify the fight against trade in bush meat by adopting an action programme for 2004. The programme which at the same time serves as a working plan, articulates around seven major points: eradication of major hunting areas; cleansing of wildlife exploitation activities; sensitization of the public; development of alternatives sources of meat; comprehensive organization of hunting activities; capacity building and organization of committees involved in tracking down culprits. The activities to be carried out by the committee include the organization of surprised controls in major hunting areas; permanent control operations in Douala, Yaounde and other big towns where bush meat in consumed in great quantities; spontaneous controls in provinces with heavy forestry concessions; and controls along the railway and at motor parks. Other areas to be controlled include public markets and areas where ammunitions are manufactured and sold.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200403151139.html
News from ROAP

Marine Turtle Agreement Reviews Progress

Countries showing greater commitment to conservation 

At least three more States to sign up to regional plan

Bangkok, March 16, 2004 –An innovative regional agreement is beginning to turn the tide for the ancient mariners of the world’s oceans.

Marine turtle experts meet in Bangkok this week to review progress one year after the secretariat for the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding was established.

Australia and the United States have recently announced increased funding for turtle conservation projects in the region, while Jordan, Pakistan and the Sultanate of Oman are expected to add their signatures to the Memorandum when the meeting kicks off today.

Douglas Hykle, who co-ordinates activities under the MoU from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) office in Bangkok, said national reports show signatory states are making greater efforts to monitor, manage and protect their populations of marine turtles.

Across the vast region, marine turtles are receiving more attention as charismatic ambassadors of the ocean, linking conservation on land and sea, according to Dr Colin Limpus, Chair of the Memorandum’s Advisory Committee. “In the Gulf region there are new reports showing healthy populations of hawksbill turtles in areas that have been severely impacted by military conflict. In Timor Leste, marine turtle conservation is being integrated in assistance programmes aimed at the sustainable management of marine resources.”

The IOSEA Marine Turtle MoU, concluded under the auspices of the Convention on Migratory Species, puts in place measures to conserve the region’s marine turtle populations and the habitats on which they depend.

Marine turtles traverse the seas for thousands of kilometers, returning after decades to nest at the same location where they entered the world as tiny hatchlings.  They are threatened by degradation of critical habitats on land, interaction with fishing gear at sea, and excessive harvesting of eggs and for meat.

The meeting will review the implementation of an ambitious conservation and management plan containing 24 programme areas.  Particular attention will be given to two turtle conservation “hotspots” - Bali, Indonesia, and Orissa, India – where fishing and harvesting pressures are impacting regionally significant populations of green and olive ridley turtles.

Mr Hykle said that government commitment to enforcing fishing and harvesting regulations was essential for the recovery of the most threatened populations.  

The meeting will discuss the creation of a network of critical sites and guidelines for turtle hatcheries. New tools for exchanging information and monitoring marine turtle numbers, such as the recently launched Marine Turtle Interactive Mapping System (ImapS) will be introduced.  Delegates will also consider extending the agreement’s scope to include countries such as Japan, China and Republic of Korea whose neighbouring seas are included in the range of the turtles.

Official delegations from 25 countries are expected to attend the conference, along with a strong contingent of non-governmental observers.  The IOSEA marine turtle agreement is the largest and most comprehensive of its kind, with core donor support of over a half million dollars so far, and millions more spent on national recovery programmes. 

The IOSEA region includes the ranges of six of the world’s seven species of marine turtles. 

Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Comoros, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Myanmar, Philippines, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, United Republic of Tanzania, United Kingdom, United States of America and Viet Nam are currently signatories to the memorandum.

The conference will be held at the United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok, from 16-19 March 2004.  

For more information please contact: 

Tim Higham, Regional Information Officer, UNEP, Bangkok, phone +66 2 288 2127, mob +66 9 1283803, email higham@un.org.

Or visit the IOSEA Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding website on  http://www.ioseaturtles.org/ 

UNEP News Release ROAP 2004/4

_______________________________________________________________________________ _________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

Environmental news

Libération, 15 mars : Recyclage. Une chimiste a trouvé comment transformer ce type de déchets en essence.
L'Inde pourrait carburer au plastique

A première vue, l'histoire a tout d'un conte de fées. Dans un modeste laboratoire du centre de l'Inde, une professeure de chimie inconnue aurait trouvé un moyen de transformer des déchets de plastiques en essence. Aucune perte, aucune pollution, et un carburant prêt à l'emploi, le tout pour la modique somme de 0,13 euro le litre d'essence produit. Cette histoire est pourtant vraie. La découverte spectaculaire d'Alka Zadgaonkar, professeure dans une petite université de la ville de Nagpur, a en effet été testée et validée par la Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), l'une des plus grandes compagnies pétrolières indiennes. «Le procédé demande à être optimisé, mais ça marche», confirme Niranjan Raje, directeur de la branche recherche et développement de IOC.

Ingrédient secret. Une petite révolution puisque, à ce jour, personne n'a trouvé le moyen efficace de se débarrasser des 150 millions de tonnes de matières plastiques produites chaque année dans le monde. Brevetée par l'organisation mondiale de propriété intellectuelle, l'invention pourrait notamment s'avérer providentielle pour l'Inde, qui, avec une production quotidienne de plus de 9 000 tonnes, croule sous les déchets de plastiques. 

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=186084
__________________________________________________________________________________________



M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Secretary-General condemns double suicide bombing in Israeli port

*
Annan’s envoy arrives in Haiti as UN assessment mission continues work

*
Iran accepts new UN inspections starting next week, IAEA chief reports

*
UN arranging for analysis of Rwanda ‘black box’ at US transportation safety board

*
10th anniversary of Rwanda genocide should prompt resolve, Annan says

*
Memory of Vieira de Mello pervades start of UN Commission on Human Rights

*
Bolivia: Annan selects senior official as focal point for mustering worldwide help

*
UN official calls for entire societies to get involved in anti-drug fight

*
Sierra Leone war crimes court says judge must recuse himself from certain trials

*
UN appeals for up to $100 million to buy local surplus to feed hungry in Ethiopia

*
Eritrean road remains closed to UN peacekeepers

*
American University in Cairo honours UN staffer killed in Baghdad terror attack

*
Kosovo elections set for 23 October, UN envoy announces

*
In Kosovo, senior UN peacekeeping official urges reconciliation

*
Afghanistan: UNICEF aims to mobilize religious leaders to boost girls’ education
*
UNICEF welcomes Ikea donation for children’s play programmes in Africa

* * * *

Middle East

15 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the double suicide bombing on Sunday in the Israeli port of Ashdod, which killed at least 10 people and injured 16 others.

The Secretary-General “urges the Palestinian Authority to bring to justice those who plan, facilitate or carry out these horrific acts of terrorism and to devote all its efforts to put an end to these crimes,” Marie Okabe, a spokeswoman for Mr. Annan, said in New York.

Ms. Okabe added that Mr. Annan “sends his deepest condolences to the families of the victims.”

* * *
Haiti

15 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s special envoy landed in Haiti’s capital today, as the UN assessment mission looking at the security, transportation and humanitarian conditions in the still volatile country continued its work.

“The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Haiti, Reginald Dumas, arrived in Port-au-Prince this morning,” spokeswoman Marie Okabe told the press at headquarters. “Meanwhile, the UN’s multidisciplinary mission, headed by Hocine Medili, is continuing its work in Haiti and will be meeting with members of the diplomatic community today.”

The UN has said that Mr. Dumas’ role was a broader political one than that of the assessment mission.

The mission’s security assessment team left Port-au-Prince on Friday to look at the flow of traffic on the major road used for moving trade goods between the Dominican Republic and Haiti.

The World Health Organization (WHO), meanwhile, reported that the capital’s main water duct had broken near an important hospital and the water company had run out of disinfectants and reagents to control water quality, Ms. Okabe said.

Emergency medicines were being distributed by WHO, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the non-governmental organization Canadian Cooperation, she noted.

* * *

Iran

15 March – Iran will accept the return of weapons experts from the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency later this month, its Director-General announced today in Washington, D.C.

Mohamed ElBaradei, head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said: “I was informed this morning by the Iranian authorities that a new date for the next round of IAEA inspections would be 27 March.”

While voicing regret that this represents some delay, he said it was still within the Agency’s timetable for conducting a probe.

Mr. ElBaradei also said that he hoped there would be no further postponement of any future inspections in Iran. “It is clearly in the interest of Iran to cooperate fully with the IAEA and adopt a policy of proactive cooperation so that the IAEA can clarify outstanding issues as early as possible,” he said.

On Saturday the IAEA Board of Governors, meeting in Vienna, adopted a strongly worded resolution on Iran’s omissions in reporting its clandestine nuclear ambitions, calling on Tehran to take a number of steps to rectify the situation. Mr. ElBaradei is due to report back to the Board on the matter in May.

* * * 

Rwanda

15 March – Arrangements are being made to transport a “black box” which originated in Rwanda to the United States National Transportation Safety Board in Washington, D.C., for analysis in the presence of an official from the United Nations civil aviation agency, a UN spokeswoman said today.

The cockpit voice recorder discovered on UN premises last week is still in the custody of Dileep Nair, the head of the UN’s Office of Oversight Services (OIOS), while the arrangements are being made, spokeswoman Marie Okabe said at a press briefing in New York.

UN officials will retain custody of the black box throughout the analysis, she added. The UN official present during the analysis will be from the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).

Last week the UN announced that after an internal inquiry – prompted by reporters’ questions – a black box turned up in a locked filing cabinet in the Air Safety Unit of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations. Following the discovery, Secretary-General Kofi Annan ordered OIOS – the UN’s in-house watchdog – to look into exactly what happened 10 years ago and how the UN came into possession of the device.

A recent article in the French newspaper Le Monde alleged that the UN was given the black box from the Falcon aircraft that crashed on 6 April 1994 in Rwanda, killing President Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda and his Burundian counterpart Cyprian Ntayamira. Their deaths set off a chain of killings and massacres throughout Rwanda that year, with the death toll from the genocide mounting to more than 800,000 people, mostly minority Tutsis and “moderate” Hutus.

* * *

Genocide

15 March – Next month’s observance of the 10th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide should be an occasion not only for remorse but also resolve, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on Saturday.

In a message delivered on his behalf to a symposium on the Media and the Rwanda Genocide at the Carlton University School of Journalism and Communication in Ottawa, Mr. Annan stressed the need to remember the victims “abandoned to systematic slaughter while the world, which had the capacity to save most of them, failed to save more than a handful, forever sullying the collective conscience.” He also urged attention to helping the survivors.

“But most of all, we must pledge – to ourselves as moral beings and to each other as a human community – to act boldly, including through military action when no other course will work, to ensure that such a denial of our common humanity is never allowed to happen again,” he declared.

The UN has had 10 years “to reflect on the bitter knowledge that genocide happened while UN peacekeepers were on the ground in Rwanda,” he said, pledging “to sound the alarm about emerging crises and to help countries tackle the root causes of their problems.”

Towards that end, Mr. Annan said he would soon appoint a UN special adviser on the prevention of genocide while making other proposals to strengthen UN action in this area. “There can be no more important issue, and no more binding obligation, than the prevention of genocide,” he stressed.

While noting that there has been some progress in addressing the scourge, he added that “it is still not clear, were the signs of impending genocide to be seen somewhere today, that the world would mount an effective response.”

* * *

Human Rights

15 March – Seven months after he was killed by a terrorist bomb in Baghdad, the memory of the late United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, hovered over today’s opening of the 60th annual session of the UN’s top human rights body in Geneva.

Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan said Mr. Vieira de Mello ​– who would have celebrated his birthday today – had spurred on many people around the world in their work to protect and uphold human rights. 

Mr. Ramcharan said Mr. Vieira de Mello should have been present at today’s session, which marks the beginning of six weeks of discussions of human rights issues. But the Brazilian was one of 22 people killed on 19 August last year when a bomb struck the world body’s Baghdad headquarters.

Mr. Ramcharan said that even as the Commission on Human Rights opened, gross violations of human rights were still taking place around the world. He called for more attention to the problems of terrorism, poverty and human trafficking.

The Commission’s chairman, Mike Smith of Australia, said last week’s deadly railway station bombings in Madrid highlighted the human rights impact of terrorism – the devastating personal effect on the victims and their families.

The Commission is scheduled to hear reports from numerous UN rights experts on countries and issues of concern. Among the problems to be examined are the use of mercenaries to undermine peoples’ right to self-determination, the illicit dumping of toxic waste, extreme poverty, inadequate housing and access to medicines in the wake of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

* * *

Bolivia

15 March – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has asked the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, José Antonio Ocampo, to act as the UN system’s focal point in mobilizing international efforts to help Bolivia, one of the poorest countries in South America.

Mr. Ocampo will travel to Bolivia – his first mission is scheduled to begin tomorrow and run until Thursday – to review the situation in the country, hold talks with government leaders, national figures and international organizations, and report back to the Secretary-General.

Following his visit to Bolivia and neighbouring countries in November, and a request for assistance from the Bolivian Government, Mr. Annan selected Mr. Ocampo for the role, UN spokeswoman Marie Okabe said today.

Bolivia is one of the poorest countries in its region, ranking 114th on the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) Human Development Index last year. Almost 15 per cent of the population survive on less than $1 a day.

Since late December heavy rains in the Andean nation, especially in the northern departments, have left thousands of people homeless and damaged crop lands and infrastructure. In addition, UN agencies say there has been a surge in the number of cases of dengue fever.

* * *

Narcotics commission

15 March – The main United Nations policy-making body for drug-related matters opened its annual session today with a call for societies to become actively involved in countering substance abuse as a way to achieve better, broader and faster results in international narcotics control.

“If we put together income and social trends, public health factors, detection and treatment approaches, together with perceptions and the need to show results, one message emerges, loud and clear: the greater and the wider the commitment of society to drug control, the greater the likelihood of success,” Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), said in his opening remarks to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, meeting this week in Vienna.

Mr. Costa reiterated last year’s assessment that “important progress is being made towards the still distant goals” set in 1998 at the UN General Assembly special session on drugs, when governments called for a significant reduction in the supply and demand for illicit narcotics.

Afghanistan, as the world’s largest producer of opiates, remains a special challenge, Mr. Costa noted, as the country needs continuing support in implementing its new national drug control strategy aimed at eradication of opium cultivation within the 10-year timeframe.

“Dismantling Afghanistan’s opium economy with the instruments of democracy, rule of law and development will be a long and complex process,” Mr. Costa said, warning that “as long as demand persists at over 4,000 tons of opium a year and trading profits therefore remain [one gram of heroin sells in Kabul at $1 at source, but retails in Europe at $100] illicit opium will be produced somewhere – whether in Afghanistan or not.”

“The conclusion is clear: supply control measures must be accompanied by efforts to curb abuse,” the UNODC chief said.

In other news from the opening session, Sweden presented its new national drug control strategy, based on full support for UN counter-narcotic efforts. “Through the United Nations, Sweden can contribute to the fight against drugs, primarily by working preventively, but also by impeding drug production and smuggling,” said Carin Jämtin, Swedish Minister for Development Cooperation.

Two-thirds of Sweden’s annual $7.4 million contribution to UNODC will be earmarked for demand reduction projects, policy support and advocacy. The remaining funds will be available for general UNODC drug control work.

* * *

Sierra Leone

15 March – The Special Court for Sierra Leone has ruled that Justice Geoffrey Robertson must recuse himself from cases involving three former members of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) because of his earlier written criticisms of the former rebel group.

A defence motion filed on 27 February for Issa Hassan Sesay, which subsequently included Morris Kallon and Augustine Gbao, asked that Justice Robertson be disqualified from serving on the Court because of his negative comments about the RUF in a book he wrote before being appointed to the Special Court.

The Court ruled on Saturday that Justice Robertson would remain on the Appeals Chamber but not sit on any cases involving the three ex-RUF members. In handing down the court’s ruling, Justice George Gelaga King said the quotes in Justice Robertson’s book showed bias only against the RUF.

In his statement to the Court, Justice Robertson said, “I would like it known that I hold no preconceived views on the guilt or innocence of the three ex-RUF defendants.

“However, because of my criticisms of the RUF as an organization, published before I was appointed to the Court, I accept that there could be a perception that I could not judge them with an open mind and on that basis I will, unless they request me to sit, withdraw from their cases if they come before the Appeals Chamber.”

In commenting last July on the indictments of RUF members, Chief Prosecutor David M. Crane said they heralded “a new dawn” for Sierra Leone and all of West Africa, and he read out a wide-ranging list of charges that included murder, sexual slavery and rape, forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers.

The Court was set up through an agreement between the UN and Sierra Leone – the first of its kind – to try those people who bear “the greatest responsibility” for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone’s civil war.

* * *

Ethiopia

15 March – With 7 million drought-affected Ethiopians still in need of food aid this year despite better harvests, the United Nations emergency food agency today appealed to the international community for up to $100 million to buy local surpluses in parts of the east African country to make up for the shortfall in other regions.

Some 300,000 to 350,000 tons of maize, wheat and sorghum are available for local purchase in 18 surplus-producing zones, according to a survey conducted by the UN World Food Programme (WFP), the European Commission and the Swedish International Development Agency.

“If WFP and NGOs (non-governmental organizations) buy local cereal surpluses it will most certainly benefit local farmers,” WFP Country Director Georgia Shaver said, pointing out that “donors could save money if they support the purchase of food aid in the local market.”

The Ethiopian Government is appealing for around 900,000 tons of food in 2004 for 7 million people who cannot afford to buy it even if surpluses reach markets in drought-affected areas. Up to a third of this amount could be covered through buying food within the country at a cost to donors of $100 million, WFP said.

Ethiopia’s recent harvest, in late 2003, is 40 per cent up on the previous year, and almost 11 per cent above the five-year average. Last year, 13 million Ethiopians needed food assistance.

Local purchase of cereals is in line with other WFP projects that aim to stimulate the community market. Such purchases of cereals and lentils will also play an important role in helping to stabilize prices.

* * *
UNMEE 

15 March – Eritrea has retained restrictions on the movements of United Nations peacekeepers north of the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) in the border area with Ethiopia, but Ethiopia lifted its interdictions in the south of the zone, the UN mission to the two countries (UNMEE) said today.

At a Military Coordinating Commission (MCC) meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, UNMEE’s Major-General Robert Gordon noted the Security Council’s resolution appealing to the Eritrean authorities to give UNMEE “the freedom of movement it needs to carry out its mandate.”

Brigadier-General Abrahaley Kifle of Eritrea said the issue of restrictions on UNMEE in the TSZ and adjacent areas, including its movement along the Asmara-Keren Road, was subject to Eritrea’s own investigation into the matter and, until this was done, the road would remain closed to UNMEE.

The MCC, which brings together delegates from Eritrea, Ethiopia, UNMEE and the African Union (AU), is slated to meet again on 10 May in Nairobi.

* * *

Nadia Younes

15 March – The American University in Cairo has created a Nadia Younes Memorial Fund in tribute to the late United Nations staffer, who was one of 22 people killed in last August’s terrorist bombing of the UN headquarters in Baghdad.

The Fund “will honour her legacy by supporting education and opportunity for countless students from her country and the region,” said Nagwa Shoeb, a spokesperson for the University, which hopes to raise $300,000 for the initiative.

In another tribute to Ms. Younes, an Egyptian national, the school has designated The Nadia Younes Conference and Meeting Room in the Model United Nations Centre. It will serve as the focal point for the students to prepare for Cairo International Model United Nations, which Ms. Shoeb called the University’s “most sought-after activity.”

Ms. Younes, who had taken courses at the American University in Cairo, joined the UN in 1969, eventually working as Deputy Spokeswoman for then Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar. She also headed the UN Information Office in Rome, worked as Chief of Protocol in New York, and led the UN’s communication team in Kosovo. At the time of her death, she was officially posted to a top-level job at the World Health Organization (WHO).

In Baghdad, she was on what was supposed to be a four-month posting as a senior aide to Sergio Vieira de Mello, the top UN envoy in Iraq, who was also killed in the blast.

The Nadia Younes Annual Lecture will also be created and endowed with the resources to invite accomplished international leaders to address the University. 

In addition, The Nadia Younes Award for Public and Humanitarian Service will be established, allowing the University to recognize and reward the graduating senior who has exhibited the most commitment to community and humanitarian service. “This award will be an exceptional tribute to Mrs. Younes’ service as well as to the student who has achieved this honour,” Ms. Shoeb explained.

Addressing the University last week, Nadia’s brother, Fouad Younes, voiced gratitude for the initiative. “We are convinced that it is the most appropriate manner in which to continue to honour Nadia’s memory so that it may serve as a lasting example to today and tomorrow’s students of what a hard working life dedicated to the United Nations can achieve,” he said.

In New York, a spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the Fund’s establishment, saying it was a fitting tribute to an extraordinary staff member who contributed significantly to the cause of peace, even at the cost of her own life.

* * *

Kosovo

14 March – Kosovo’s next elections will be held on 23 October, the United Nations envoy to the province announced today.

Harri Holkeri based this decision on the recommendations of an Election Working Group, endorsing all of its proposals, including one calling for closed lists, which he termed “the most appropriate option for Kosovo at this time.”

During elections in 2000, using the open lists system, only 8 per cent of successful candidates were women.

“The closed lists will ensure women’s participation in the Assembly of Kosovo, which currently has one of the highest percentages of women representatives,” Mr. Holkeri said, adding that open lists “tend to favour those who have high public profiles.”

The announcement came during a press briefing with the UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, who today wrapped up a five-day trip to Kosovo and Belgrade, where he had numerous meetings with representatives from all segments of society, including senior officials.

Mr. Guéhenno said there was evident progress in Kosovo, citing the functioning of the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, improved security, the return of displaced persons and the rebuilding of infrastructure.

“At the same time I don’t think that any sound bite can catch the complexity of Kosovo,” he said, adding, “I wouldn’t be realistic if I did not also acknowledge that much remains to be done.”

Among the challenges ahead, he noted the need to revive the economy and to implement the Standards – a set of benchmarks that must be reached before action on Kosovo’s final status can begin. He also pointed to the importance of improving minority representation in government and fostering observance of the rule of law.

“There is a lot at stake there and it goes way beyond political issues,” he said. “It is the issue of a prosperous Kosovo, which retains its people, which attracts fine capital, which is a vibrant place, where tensions have subsided, where everybody can live with mutual respect, where there is trust, where all communities can feel comfortable and that they are respected.”

* * *

Kosovo

13 March – Visiting Kosovo today, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping urged all concerned to promote reconciliation in the province.

Jean-Marie Guéhenno met with a number of officials and toured various sites, including the “returns village” in Suvi Lukavac, where he said that when displaced people went back to their homes they served as a positive example for others.

“We want more people to come back,” he told reporters. “I think it is possible but it needs real willingness and [a] change of hearts and minds.”

Responding to a question, he stressed that security and economic development are essential to spur the returns process on.

Earlier in Mitrovica, he told the press that he had seen significant changes in the security situation in the area since his last visit in 2000. At the same time, he noted the need for greater economic activity, saying this “comes with trust.”

* * *

Afghanistan

14 March – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced plans to fund a series of workshops in Afghanistan allowing the country’s religious leaders to participate in the campaign for girls’ education.

As the country gears up to enrol over 5 million children in classes throughout 2004, the agency will begin its initiative by bringing together 60 imams, mullahs and other religious figures to the eastern city of Jalalabad where they will help develop messages and communication plans on a number of key issues.

These include “girls’ education, women’s health, HIV/AIDS, immunization, nutrition and the protection of children from abuse and exploitation,” UNICEF spokesman Edward Carwardine told reporters in Kabul.

The three-day workshop in Jalalabad will identify core messages around children’s issues, and through group work and discussions will develop effective methods for religious leaders to convey these messages to their communities.

Mr. Carwardine explained that religious leaders “are a powerful force for change in Afghanistan, holding a position of great respect in communities.” He noted that Imams, who serve as social mobilizers and counsellors, “have in the past played an effective role in supporting campaigns around the issues of education and children’s health care.”

UNICEF, which aims to increase girls’ enrolment in school by an additional 1 million female students by 2005, considers the religious community to be an essential partner in this effort.

Led by Afghanistan’s Ministry of Religious Affairs and with UNICEF’s support, a further 375 workshops are planned this year, covering every province and district. By the end of 2004, the agency hopes that 50,000 religious leaders will have taken part in the process.

UNICEF Representative in Afghanistan Sharad Sapra applauded the efforts being made by religious leaders to promote children’s rights. He said they demonstrate “the true face of Islam as a religion which believes in education for all and the well-being of women, while promoting the values of tolerance, understanding, peace and stability.”

“By speaking out on children’s rights in such a constructive manner, the religious community in Afghanistan is an invaluable partner in helping meet the goal of universal education, improved women’s health and a stable and secure environment in which Afghanistan’s children can grow and develop,” he added.

* * *

Children

15 March – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is hailing the Swedish furniture retail chain Ikea for donating more than $800,000 to sponsor its “Children’s Right to Play” programmes in Angola and Uganda.

Since July last year, Ikea has donated 2 euros to UNICEF from every sale of a teddy bear known as ‘Brum’ – leading to a total contribution so far of 666,566 euros (or about $829,000). This scheme will continue for another five months.

“This is not about sending boxes of toys for children,” stressed Rudolf Deutekom, Director of UNICEF’s Private Sector Division. Instead, the project will use “creative, play-oriented ways” to divert street children or children caught up in civil conflict “into constructive, healthy activities.”

UNICEF and the Angolan Government’s Education Ministry have set up an outreach scheme for the estimated 1.3 million children who do not attend school, as well as another programme directed at helping 80,000 street children.

In Uganda’s north, Ikea’s donation will help pay for youth peer educators to teach at-risk adolescents about the dangers posed by HIV/AIDS, which has ravaged sub-Saharan Africa.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good Afternoon.  

I have two statements.  First, on the Middle East and then on Bolivia.
**Statement attributable to the Spokesman on bombings in Ashdod
“The Secretary-General strongly condemns yesterday’s double suicide bombing in the Israeli port of Ashdod, which reportedly killed at least 10 and injured 16.  He urges the Palestinian Authority to bring to justice those who plan, facilitate or carry out these horrific acts of terrorism and to devote all its efforts to put an end to these crimes.  He sends his deepest condolences to the families of the victims.”

**Statement attributable to the Spokesman on Bolivia
Turning to Bolivia:  “Following his November 2003 visit to Bolivia and further to a request from the Bolivian Government for assistance, the Secretary-General has asked José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, to serve as the focal point for the UN system in its efforts to mobilize international assistance for Bolivia. To fulfill that task, Mr. Ocampo will travel to Bolivia to review the situation and report back to the Secretary-General.  He will hold discussions with the Government and key national actors, as well as international organizations and institutions.  Mr. Ocampo is expected to conduct his first mission on 16-18 March.  That’s starting tomorrow.

**Haiti
On Haiti, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Haiti, Reginald Dumas, arrived in Port-au-Prince this morning.  Meanwhile, the UN’s multidisciplinary assessment mission, headed by Hocine Medili is continuing its work in Haiti and will be meeting with members of the diplomatic community today. 

On the humanitarian side, World Health Organization representatives have expressed their concern about the breakdown of the main water duct of Port-au-Prince in an area where there is an important hospital.  In addition, the water company has announced that it has run out of disinfectants and reagents to control water quality. 

The distribution of emergency medicines is now being coordinated under the auspices of WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA and the availability of vaccine stocks is being assessed country-wide.   

**IAEA/Iran
IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) Director General Mohamed ElBaradei said today that he was informed that the new date for the next round of inspections in Iran is 27 March.  ElBaradei said that although the delay is regrettable, it’s still within the IAEA’s time schedule for conducting inspections.

On Friday, the IAEA Board of Governors adopted a resolution on its verification of Iran's nuclear programme.  Among other points, the resolution noted “outstanding issues” and questions, and requested that ElBaradei report back to the Board on these matters before the end of May, in advance of its next meetings scheduled to start 14 June.  We have more in a press release upstairs.

**Black box
Turning to the black box:  The black box from Rwanda discovered on UN premises last week is still in the custody of Dileep Nair, the head of the UN’s Office of Oversight Services.  Arrangements are being made to transport it to the National Transportation Safety Board in Washington, D.C. for analysis, in the presence of an official of the International Civil Aviation Organization.  UN officials will retain custody of the black box throughout the analysis.
**Kosovo -- Elections
Now turning to Kosovo:  Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, has selected 23 October as the date for the region’s next elections. 

Holkeri based this decision on the recommendations of an Election Working Group, endorsing all of its proposals, including one calling for closed lists.  Holkeri said the closed lists will ensure women's participation in the Assembly of Kosovo. 

Separately, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, said that among the challenges Kosovo faces, there’s a need to revive the economy and to implement the Standards –- a set of benchmarks that must be reached before action on Kosovo's final status can begin. 

Guéhenno made the comments at the end of a five-day trip to Kosovo and Belgrade, where he had met representatives from all segments of society.  We have more information on both these developments upstairs.

**Security Council
Here at Headquarters, the Security Council, there no meetings or consultations as a whole scheduled for today.

**Symposium on Rwanda Genocide
In a message delivered at a weekend Symposium on the Media and the Rwanda Genocide at the Carleton University School of Journalism and Communication in Ottawa, the Secretary-General said that when the people around the world commemorate the 10th anniversary of the genocide on April 7, the observance should be filed not only with remorse, but with resolve.  The Secretary-General also said that he expects to appoint a UN special adviser on the prevention of genocide, and to make other proposals for strengthening action in this area.  “There can be no more important issue and no more binding obligation than the prevention of genocide”, the message read.  The message was delivered at the symposium on Saturday.

**Afghanistan
The UN mission in Afghanistan has announced that a Heavy Weapons Survey begins this week in eight regions of that country.  This is being undertaken to support a government proposal for 100 per cent of heavy weapons to be cantoned by the elections.

Meanwhile, UNICEF said that Afghanistan’s religious community will be making its contribution to the campaign for girls’ education, along with other children’s rights, as the country anticipates more than 5 million children enrolling in classes throughout 2004.  Religious leaders are a powerful force for change in Afghanistan, holding a position of great respect in communities, according to UNICEF. 

**Narcotic Drugs Commission
The UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs began its forty-seventh session in Vienna this week, with a call for entire societies to get involved in fighting substance abuse.

In his opening remarks, Antonio Maria Costa, the Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, said that the greater and the wider the commitment of society to drug control, the greater the likelihood of success.  He added that Afghanistan, as the world’s largest producer of opiates, remains a special challenge –- and it needs continuing support in implementing its new national drug control strategy. 

The Commission is considering the world situation in drug production, trafficking and abuse.  The session ends on 22 March.

**Human Rights Commission
The Commission on Human Rights this morning opened its 60th annual session, with expressions of praise and grief, over the work of the late High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and over his death in a bombing of the Baghdad UN office on 19 August 2003.

Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan said Vieira de Mello should have been present at today's session, which also happened to be his birthday, and in his inimitable style should have been able to spur everyone on in his or her work. 

Mike Smith of Australia, the current Commission Chairman, said among other things that terrorism posed a major challenge –- the Commission perhaps needed to discuss the human rights dimensions of this modern scourge.  The session lasts until 23 April.

**WFP/Ethiopia
The World Food Programme is appealing for up to $100 million to help 7 million drought-affected Ethiopians still in need of food aid this year despite better harvests.  WFP plans to use the money to buy local surpluses to make up for the shortfall in other regions.  You can read more about this in a press release upstairs.

**SG Lecture
And tomorrow at 5:30 p.m. the Secretary-General is scheduled to deliver the Annual David Morse Lecture at the Council on Foreign Relations.  The theme of the programme is “The United Nations and global security in the 21st century”.  The Secretary-General’s remarks will be followed by a question-and-answer session.  Approximately 300 guests will attend the event.

For further information on the lecture, interested correspondents may wish to contact Francesco Barbacci at the Council; I have his number.  It’s (212) 434 9604.  I can give you that later upstairs.

**Guest at noon tomorrow
And the guest at tomorrow’s briefing will be Ibrahim Gambari, the Secretary-General’s special adviser on Africa and special envoy to Nigeria for polio eradication.  He has just returned from Nigeria and will talk about the polio eradication campaign in that country which he went to support.

And that’s all I have today.  Sorry that Fred couldn’t be here.  He is at a meeting.  Any questions for me?  Edie and then David.
Questions and Answers
Question:  Marie, on the black box, when do you expect it to be transported to Washington and how long do you think it’s going to take before there is some kind of an assessment of what’s in it?

Spokesperson:  Well, the statement I had today is the only one I am authorized to give.  And what I can say is that we will let you know as soon as the arrangements have been finalized.  In other words, we’ll let you know when it arrives.  I can’t tell you how long it will take.  We’re not experts in these matters, but we can refer you to the ICAO or the NTSB.  In fact, there’s quite a useful Web site for the NTSB that explains the functions of a black box as well.  David, Yes?

Question:  The meetings with Mr. Brahimi and Mr. Mountain today, and I guess coupled with that, has there been any request?  It seems like we’re further away now from a request to the UN to return to Iraq than we have been.  So, first on the meetings and then on the request, whichever way you prefer.

Spokesperson:  On your second I have nothing new to add from Friday.  On the meetings, the meeting with the Secretary-General and Mr. Brahimi I believe was a tête-à-tête.  We’re trying to see if he can come and talk to you.  But as soon as we get some information on that I’ll let you know.  I think somebody had a question before you.  Okay?  [It was later announced that Lakhdar Brahimi would be the guest at the noon briefing Tuesday.]

Question:  What’s the Secretary-General’s reaction on the election results in Spain yesterday?

Spokesperson:  As you know, we don’t generally issue statements on election results.  The Secretary-General is expected, as he does with all election results, to write to the elected leader and offer his cooperation and support.  Serge, yes?
Question:  On Haiti, since the letter of the 14 heads of State of the Caribbean has been (inaudible), is the Secretary-General going to conduct an investigation now?

Spokesperson:  I have nothing more on that either, since the last time we answered that question.  Bill?

Question:  In the Fifth Committee today, Iran speaking on behalf of the OIC, opposed the Secretary-General’s order in January on the extension of benefits to UN employees involved in same-sex marriages.  A number of countries asked that he withdraw this order or explain why it doesn’t impinge on the prerogatives of the General Assembly?  Is the Secretary-General going to withdraw the order or will he issue a statement or a letter to the Committee explaining his ruling?

Spokesperson:  I have not heard of that reaction yet.  I will look into it as soon as I go upstairs and get back to you on that.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?  [She later announced that written answers will be submitted to the questions posed by the Committee members.]

Question:  Marie, It appears some members of the Iraqi Governing Council are casting doubt about Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi.  We know from what the Spokesman has been saying here that the Secretary-General holds him in the highest esteem.  Does the Secretary-General intend to issue a reaction to this kind of observation?

Spokesperson:  I have not heard of any reaction in the pipeline.  As I said, just a few minutes ago Mr. Brahimi and the Secretary-General spoke.  As I said it was a tête-à-tête.  We’re trying to get Mr. Brahimi to speak to you in person.  I think there has been no change in the Secretary-General’s assessment of Mr. Brahimi as a result of what you are saying.  But let’s see what Mr. Brahimi has to say to you, if we can get him to do so.  David again.  

Question:  Last week when we asked, Fred said on the issue of any potential investigation into the Iraq “oil-for-food” programme, Fred said that nothing had been announced as of that moment, which seemed to indicate, at least to me, that something may be announced in a future moment.  Is there anything new on any sort of internal investigation into the affairs of the oil-for-food programme?

Spokesperson:  Not as of today; not as at now, no.  Yes?

Question:  On the last week’s terrorist attack in Madrid, is the Secretary-General aware of an initiative on correcting resolution 1530 that blames, apparently wrongly, the group ETA for this terrorist act?  Is he aware of any initiative going on in the Security Council or in the UN?

Spokesperson:  As you know, this was a Security Council resolution.  It was the members who decided to adopt this resolution.  I mean, I have seen the same news wire service reports as you are, saying that a letter may be on its way to the Security Council.  I have checked with the Security Council presidency this morning and as of this morning there was no such correspondence.  So, as of now, the Security Council resolution passed hours after that attack stands and the Secretary-General has not commented on that resolution.  Richard?

Question:  On the issue of transparency, I would like to make the request that on the black box, when it’s handed over to the NTSB, that there be cameras permitted because of the plane crash plus 10 years; usually after a plane crash the NTSB takes black boxes usually to some type of photo op in Washington or here.  I’d like to make that formal request on this type of story.

Spokesperson:  I’ll pass on the request, but as of now what we have been able to get from those who are in charge of this handover exercise is that we will be able to announce it once it has taken place.  But I’ll certainly pass that request along.  Yes?  

Question:  Regarding the proposal of the president-elect of Spain to withdraw the Spanish forces from Iraq, is there any comment on that and what consequences could that have?  And he also pointed out that unless the UN takes over control of the force…

Spokesperson:  I have no immediate comments from the Secretary-General on the remarks that were reported in the press.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?
Question:  The Secretary-General will soon appoint a special adviser on the prevention of genocide.  Will he or she also cover past genocides, such as Rwanda?

Spokesperson:  I have not seen the terms of reference for such a position yet.  My understanding is that the focus obviously, is on the prevention of future genocides and this is something that the Secretary-General feels very strongly about.  He has already announced this in Stockholm and he hopes to be able to name that person as soon as possible and around the anniversary of the commemoration of the genocide he, as I mentioned to you earlier, he hopes to come up also with a plan of action and some proposals on his part to ensure that no such genocide can never happen again.  Yes?

Question:  Mr. Brahimi just came back to the New York Headquarters today.  Do you know of any schedule for him, like participating in a Security Council meeting?

Spokesperson:  He just returned.  His first meeting today, as we had publicized, was his meeting with the Secretary-General.  We’ll have to look into his public programme to let you know.  But we’re firstly trying to get him to come and talk to you in person, so that you can ask that to him.

Question:  Do you think that meeting will be sometime this week or today?

Spokesperson:  The meeting?

Question:  Yes. The press. You said we want to…

Spokesperson:  Well, we hope as soon as possible.  I don’t want to get your hopes up so high, so I won’t say how soon, but as soon as possible. 

Question:  Is it possible to get at least a read out of Secretary-General’s meeting with Mr. Brahimi and Ross Mountain?

Spokesperson:  The meeting with Mr. Brahimi is a tête-à-tête; we generally do not get read outs on a tête-à-tête meeting, because there is nobody in there that can report to us unless Mr. Brahimi or the Secretary-General decides to comment on it.  The meeting with Ross Mountain, we can certainly try to see if we can get a read out on that.  That’s this afternoon.  Okay.

Any more questions?  Have a pleasant afternoon.  Thank you.

* *** *
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