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Protecting Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises from the Harmful Effects of Man-Made Ocean Noise

PALMA DE MAJORCA, SPAIN -- November 12 -- Delegates from 16 countries meeting in Majorca, Spain this week adopted a resolution recognizing man-made ocean noise as a dangerous pollutant which can disturb, injure and even kill whales and other marine species.

The meeting of the parties to ACCOBAMS (the United Nations Environment Program's Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area) comes two weeks after the European Parliament adopted a groundbreaking resolution to protect marine mammals from high- intensity active naval sonar. Last week, Spain reacted to a series of mass whale mortalities in the Canaries by announcing a moratorium on the military use of active sonar in waters around the islands.

This commitment by the ACCOBAMS parties and the important precedent set by the Spanish initiative are, "significant steps forward in the fight against ocean noise pollution," said Lesley O'Donnell, Director of IFAW EU.

Andrew Wetzler, a senior lawyer with NRDC added: "Whales and dolphins are being killed and injured by this largely unregulated form of pollution. This ACCOBAMS resolution and the European Parliament decision two weeks ago demonstrate a growing international consensus that something must be done to control underwater noise."

The ACCOBAMS resolution urges Parties to:

Avoid any use of damaging man-made noise in habitat of vulnerable species and in areas where marine mammals or endangered species may be concentrated;

Intensify national and international research on the issue;

Develop alternative technologies and require the use of best available control technologies and other mitigation measures in order to reduce adverse impacts; and

Consult with any professions conducting activities known to produce underwater sound that could harm cetaceans, including military authorities, recommending, "extreme caution be exercised in the ACCOBAMS area." The scientific committee of the agreement has also been charged with developing a common set of guidelines on these activities by 2007.

Sound is crucial to whales, dolphins and porpoises and some other marine species for navigation, communication and finding food. Any disturbance that undermines their ability to transmit or recognize sounds may jeopardize their capacity to function and, over the long term, to reproduce and survive.

There is increasing scientific evidence showing that noise pollution from various sources (e.g. high intensity military sonar, shipping, drilling and construction noise, sea-bed explorations and extraction activities) can disturb, injure and even kill whales and other ocean life. In Greece in 1996, 12 beaked whales were killed following a military exercise, and in the Canaries there have been at least seven cases of whale strandings and deaths since 1985 that have been associated with military sonar.

These forms of harmful noise are currently unregulated by the European Union, although any energy source (noise) is recognized as a form of pollution under UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea).

Note to editors:

Song of the Whale, the International Fund for Animal Welfare's (IFAW) new whale research vessel has been anchored in Palma de Majorca since 7 November 2004 to support the ACCOBAMS meeting of parties (9-12 Nov 2004). It has been open to the public and has welcomed school groups on board, in order to provide them with information on whales in the Mediterranean. The work of the Song of the Whale can be followed through the team's Web diaries at http://www.ifaw.org/sotw

The ACCOBAMS agreement is a regional agreement open to states adjacent to the Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea, or contiguous Atlantic area. Its aim is to reduce the threat to cetaceans in these waters and to improve our knowledge of these animals. It is the first Agreement binding the countries in these two sub regions and enabling them to work together on a matter of general interest. The agreement has been open for signature in Monaco since 24 November 1996, and it entered into force on the 1st of June 2001. It has been signed and ratified by sixteen states, including Spain, Portugal, France and Greece.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) is an international, non-profit NGO dedicated to wildlife conservation and animal welfare, with 14 offices and more than 2 million supporters worldwide. IFAW seeks to reduce commercial exploitation of animals, protect wildlife habitats and assist animals in distress, promoting policies that advance the well-being of both animals and people. Over the past two decades, IFAW scientists and funded research projects have made significant contributions to marine conservation and science and IFAW offices have campaigned for measures to protect cetaceans from threats such as bycatch and ocean noise.

The Natural Resources Defense Council is a non-profit organization of scientists, lawyers and environmental specialists dedicated to protecting public health and the environment. Founded in 1970, NRDC has more than 1 million members and e-activists, served from four offices in the United States. NRDC's Marine Mammal Protection Program works to safeguard whales, dolphins and porpoises worldwide, focusing especially on habitat protection and, during the past decade, the problem of ocean noise pollution.
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Global Finance Campaign Targets JP Morgan Chase

- New ads call on JP Morgan Chase to stop making ‘investments of mass destruction.’

- DirtyMoney.org profiles JP Morgan Chase ‘IMD of the Month’ case studies.

- JP Morgan Chase misses October deadline and postpones environmental policy until 2005.

San Francisco – Rainforest Action Network today announced an advertising campaign and web site targeting JP Morgan Chase (NYSE: JPM), the largest U.S.-based bank still operating without a comprehensive environmental policy. The outdoor ads, which were introduced in Chicago, New York and Washington, D.C. over the weekend, are a first response to JP Morgan Chase backtracking on its commitment to provide a policy to the environmental community by early October.

In an April 21, 2004 letter to Michael Brune, executive director of Rainforest Action Network, William B. Harrison, Jr., chairman and chief executive officer of JP Morgan Chase, committed “to build a broad policy framework by the beginning of October, which will include targets and timelines on initiatives.” An 11th hour letter dated September 30, 2004 from David A. Coulter, vice chairman of JP Morgan Chase, disappointed the environmental community by postponing the release its planned policy until April 2005 at the earliest.

Beneath a bold red headline reading “Stop IMDs,” the new ad depicts a larger-than-life version of Chase’s logo framing the seldom-seen environmental devastation caused by destructive investments. The ad calls on customers to “go to DirtyMoney.org and tell CEO Bill Harrison to stop profiting from environmental destruction.” DirtyMoney.org profiles case studies linking JP Morgan Chase directly with investments of mass destruction around the world. The web site will continue to profile a JP Morgan Chase “IMD of the Month” until the company fulfills on its commitment to meet or beat new industry best practices on the environment set by Bank of America and Citigroup earlier this year.

“JP Morgan Chase is making a killing off of radical resource extraction from the most ecologically fragile ecosystems on Earth,” said Ilyse Hogue, director of the Global Finance Campaign at Rainforest Action Network. “JP Morgan Chase built its financial empire on oil exploitation and continues to profit from investments that are causing global warming. It defies explanation that JP Morgan Chase hasn’t embraced the most fundamental reforms like joining the United Nations Environmental Programme Finance Initiative or signing on to the Equator Principles. We must ask what is JP Morgan Chase waiting for? The Pentagon considers climate change a greater national security threat than terrorism, and this month’s Artic Climate Impact Assessment, an unprecedented four-year study by over 300 scientists, provides clear evidence confirming that the Artic ice sheet, Earth’s early warning system for global warming, is melting. It’s time for America’s second-largest bank to cut to the chase and stop making investments of mass destruction.”

Rainforest Action Network campaigns for the forests, their inhabitants and the natural systems that sustain life by transforming the global marketplace through grassroots organizing, education and non-violent direct action.
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Canberra Times (Australia)

November 15, 2004 Monday Final Edition 
HEADLINE: Kenya Tree Lady keeps planting for peace THE ENVIRONMENT

BYLINE: The Canberra Times

BODY:
K ENYAN politician and environmentalist Professor Wangari Maathai is no stranger to controversy or discrimination. Described by Kenya's corrupt and dictatorial former President Daniel arap Moi as "a mad woman" and "a threat to the order and security of the country", the academic who became known as "The Tree Lady" to millions in her native land, has been repeatedly threatened, beaten by police and jailed for her outspoken views on women's rights and the environment."All of us have a God in us, and that God is the spirit that unites all life, everything that is on this planet," she said in a recent interview."It must be this voice that is telling me to do something, and I am sure it's the same voice that is speaking to everybody on this planet."Born in rural Kenya in 1940, she has been a pioneer most of her life. The daughter of village farmers, she won a scholarship to study biological sciences in the United States, subsequently becoming the first woman in east and central Africa to earn a university doctorate (in veterinary micro-anatomy) and the first woman to head a university department in Kenya, as professor of the faculty of veterinary medicine at the University of Nairobi.Last month, she became the first African woman - and first environmentalist - to win the Nobel Peace Prize since it was established in 1901. She will formally receive the award at a ceremony in Oslo next month. The award is in recognition of her work as founder of Kenya's Green Belt Movement - a non-government environmental and human-rights organisation that has planted 30 million trees in a country where less than 2 per cent of original forest cover remains."We have added a new dimension to the concept of peace," said Ole Danbolt Mjoes, the head of the Nobel committee. "We have emphasised the environment, democracy building and human rights, especially women's rights." But like so many of Maathai's hard-won achievements, the decision has been surroundedby controversy."What does planting trees have to do with peace?" asked The Economist, in a distinctly patronising editorial, which dismissed Maathai as "an environmentalist-turned-politician" whose main achievement was making Kenya "a greener and more pleasant place than it would otherwise be".Other media reports claimed the Nobel committee had "stretched the traditional bounds of the prize to include environmentaladvocacy" and that criteria for the prize had been "watered down".While the BBC hailed the win for "Kenyan ecologist and human-rights campaigner", a headline in the United States referred to Maathai as a "Kenyan activist woman". Her name had not featured prominently among the (mostly male) 194 candidates.There was also speculation that the Nobel committee would use the award to send a strong message about US involvement in Iraq, with the director-general of the InternationalAtomic Energy Agency, Dr MohamedEl Baradei, considered the front runner. The former Egyptian diplomat led a team of United Nations weapons inspectors in Iraq, seeking evidence of weapons of mass destruction.But the Nobel Prize is simply the crowning achievement in a long list of global awards for a remarkable and fearless woman, who was a former Amnesty International prisonerof conscience.She is listed in the UN's Global 500 Hall of Fame for her environmental work, has been named international Woman of the Year and received the Edinburgh Medal for her contributions to science and the environment.YaleUniversity, where she was a former visiting fellow, has also honoured her persistent work for democracy, human rights and the environment, with an honorarydoctorate of Humane Letters. Columbia University has also awarded her one if its highest accolades, the Conservation ScientistMedal for her commitment to conservation.Despite some of the tetchy comments made by those who favoured a win for "more pressing issues, such as weapons of mass destruction", Maathai has received congratulations from peak humanitarian groups around the world.Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN's Environmental Program, described her as "one of the most important torch-bearers for the environment, social justice and sustainable development".When members of the Nobel committee telephoned to congratulate her, Maathai said she was heartened by the recognition that "the fight over natural resources is usually the source of conflict" throughout the world.After arap Moi's autocratic regime was toppled in 2002, Maathai was elected to Parliament where she is now assistant Minister for Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife.But she is threatening to give up her seat to fight plans to clear forest for small-scale farming. There is also another battle brewing,with a land-grab controversy involving two of Kenya's former presidents - arap Moi and Jomo Kenyatta - who have been accused of seizing public lands and arrangingclearing of trees for fast profits.For Maathai, the battle she has tirelessly waged to protect Kenya's diminishing forests began in 1977, when she launched the Green Belt Movement to encourage African village women to plant trees to fight the impact of deforestation. Government foresters derided the movement as a joke, claiming only trained foresters could plant trees and that basic forestry was beyond the capabilities of uneducated villagers. Maathai actively worked with the villagers - to persuade village women that trees would preserve nutrient-rich topsoil, prevent erosion, improve farming and therefore ensure the long-term development and stability of village communities.Over three decades, the organisation has planted more than 30 million trees and created jobs for about 10,000 village women, who plant and sell tree seedlings to make a living."It took me a lot of days and nights to convince people that women could improve their environment without much technologyor without much financial resources," Maathai told the BBC television's Africa Live program.Described by anti-corruption crusaders in Kenya as "brave and bluntly spoken", Maathai spent two decades taking court action to stop large-scale forest clearances by arap Moi's autocratic government.She fought his plans to build the tallest skyscraper in Africa, with an accompanying six-storey statue of himself, in the only public green space in Kenya's capital."We can provide parks for rhinos and elephants," she said at the time. "Why can't we provide open spaces for the people? Why are we creating environmental havoc in urban area."The lawsuit she filed against the $200 million development was dismissed, but the publicity generated by her protest caused investors to abandon the project.During a protest against clearing forest for a luxury housing development, she was pistol-whipped by security guards and she caught global attention by signing her police report in the blood from her head injury. The development project was abandoned amid an international outcry over her imprisonment.She will use the $US1.36million Nobel Prize money to fund more environmental campaigns throughout Kenya, she said. When news of the award reached her, she was visiting constituents at Nyeri, at the foot of Mt Kenya. She celebrated by removing her jewellery, and getting down on her hands and knees to plant a native flame tree in the grounds of the hotel where she was hosting a small gathering.In the deluge of media interviews that followed, she stressed that the environment and good governance were critical issues facing Africa."The generation that destroys the environment is usually not the generation that suffers," she said. "If they go into the forest, they will be digging their own graves and that of their children and grandchildren."
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Nature, Nurture and Culture

By Wangari Maathai, Resurgence

Posted on November 12, 2004, Printed on November 15, 2004

http://www.alternet.org/story/20492/

Mount Kenya is a World Heritage Site. The equator passes right on its top, and it has a unique habitat and heritage. Because it is a glacier-topped mountain, it is the source of many of Kenya's rivers. Now, partly because of climate change and partly because of logging and encroachment through cultivation of crops, the glaciers are melting. Many of the rivers flowing from Mount Kenya have either dried up or become very low. Its biological diversity is threatened as the forests fall.

"What shall we do to conserve this forest?" I asked myself.

As I tried to encourage women and the African people in general to understand the need to conserve the environment, I discovered how crucial it is to return constantly to our cultural heritage. Mount Kenya used to be a holy mountain for my people, the Kikuyus. They believed that their God dwelled on the mountain and that everything good – the rains, clean drinking water – flowed from it. As long as they saw the clouds (the mountain is a very shy mountain, usually hiding behind clouds), they knew they would get rain.

And then the missionaries came. With all due respect to the missionaries (they are the ones who really taught me), in their wisdom, or lack of it, they said, "God does not dwell on Mount Kenya. God dwells in heaven."

We have been looking for heaven, but we have not found it. Men and women have gone to the moon and back and have not seen heaven. Heaven is not above us: it is right here, right now.

So the Kikuyu people were not wrong when they said that God dwelled on the mountain, because if God is omnipresent, as theology tells us, then God is on Mount Kenya too. If believing that God is on Mount Kenya is what helps people conserve their mountain, I say that's okay. If people still believed this, they would not have allowed illegal logging or clear-cutting of the forests.

After working with different Kenyan communities for more than two decades, the Green Belt Movement (GBM), which I led until joining the new Kenyan government in January 2003, also concluded that culture should be incorporated into any development paradigm that has at its heart the welfare of the people. The Green Belt Movement's mission is mobilizing community consciousness for self-determination, equity, improved livelihood security and environmental conservation – using trees as the entry point. When we began, we believed that all that was needed was to teach people how to plant trees and make connections between their own problems and their degraded environment.

But in the course of struggles to realize GBM's mission and vision, we realized that some of the communities had lost aspects of their culture which had actually facilitated the conservation of the beautiful environment the first European explorers and missionaries recorded in their diaries and textbooks.

Culture is an important part of humanity. Development agencies, religious leaders and academic institutions are increasingly recognizing its central role in the political, economic and social life of communities. A focus on culture is important to environmentalists as well as to traditional communities. Too often, when we talk about conservation, we don't think about culture. But we human beings have evolved in the environment in which we find ourselves. For every one of us, wherever we were, the environment shaped us: it shaped our values; it shaped our bodies; it shaped our religion. It really defined who we are and how we see ourselves.

Cultural revival might be the only thing that stands between the conservation or destruction of the environment, the only way to perpetuate the knowledge and wisdom inherited from the past, necessary for the survival of future generations. A new attitude toward nature provides space for a new attitude toward culture and the role it plays in sustainable development: an attitude based on a new understanding – that self-identity, self-respect, morality and spirituality play a major role in the life of a community and its capacity to take steps that benefit it and ensure its survival.

Until the arrival of the Europeans, communities had looked to nature for inspiration, food, beauty and spirituality. They pursued a lifestyle that was sustainable and that gave them a good quality of life. It was a life without salt, soap, cooking fat, spices, soft drinks, daily meat and other acquisitions that have accompanied a rise in the "diseases of the affluent."

Communities that have not yet undergone industrialization have a close connection with the physical environment, which they often treat with reverence. Because they have not yet commercialized their lifestyle and their relation with natural resources, their habitats are rich with local biological diversity, both plant and animal.

However, these are the very habitats that are most at threat from globalisation, commercialisation, privatization and the piracy of biological materials found in them. This global threat is causing communities to lose their rights to the resources they have preserved throughout the ages as part of their cultural heritage. These communities are persuaded to consider their relationship with nature primitive, worthless and an obstacle to development and progress in an age of advanced technology and information flow.

During the long, dark decades of imperialism and colonialism from the mid-19th century to the mid-20th century, the British, Belgian, Italian, French and German governments told African societies that they were backward. They told us that our religious systems were sinful, our agricultural practices inefficient, our tribal systems of governing irrelevant, and our cultural norms barbaric, irreligious and savage. This also happened with the Aborigines in Australia, the Native Americans in North America and the native peoples of Amazonia.

Of course, some of what happened, and continues to happen, in Africa was bad and remains so. Africans were involved in the slave trade; women are still genitally mutilated; Africans are still killing Africans because they belong to different religions or ethnic groups. Nonetheless, I for one am not content to thank God for the arrival of "civilization" from Europe, because I know from what my grandparents told me that much of what went on in Africa before colonialism was good.

There was some degree of accountability to people from their leaders. People were able to feed themselves. They carried their history – their cultural practices, their stories and their sense of the world around them – in their oral traditions, and that tradition was rich and meaningful. Above all, they lived with other creatures and the natural environment in harmony, and they protected that world.

Agriculture, democracy, heritage, and ecology are all dimensions and functions of culture. Agriculture is the way we deal with seeds, crops, harvesting, and processing and eating. One result of colonialism was the loss of indigenous food crops such as millet, sorghum, arrowroot, yam and green vegetables, as well as livestock and wildlife. Like culture itself, the possession of cattle as a sign of wealth or the growing of one's own food were trivialized by colonizers as indicators of a primitive mode of living. Loss of indigenous food and the methods to grow it have contributed to food insecurity at the household level and diminishment of local biological diversity.

People without culture feel insecure and are obsessed with the acquisition of material things, which give them a temporary security that itself is a delusional bulwark against future insecurity. Without culture, a community loses self-awareness and guidance, and grows weak and vulnerable. It disintegrates from within as it suffers a lack of identity, dignity, self-respect and a sense of destiny.

By the end of the civic and environmental seminars organized by the Green Belt Movement, participants feel the time has come for them to hold up their own mirror and find out who they are. This is why we call the seminars kwimenya (self-knowledge). Until then, participants have looked through someone else's mirror – the mirror of the missionaries or their teachers or the colonial authorities who have told them who they are and who write and speak about them – at their own cracked reflections. They have seen only a distorted image, if they have seen themselves at all!

There is enormous relief and great anger and sadness when people realize that without a culture not only is one a slave, but one has actually collaborated with the slave trader, and that the consequences are long-lasting. Communities without their own culture, who are already disinherited, cannot protect their environment from immediate destruction or preserve it for future generations. Since they are disinherited, they have nothing to pass on.

A new appreciation of culture can give traditional communities a chance, quite literally, to rediscover themselves, and to revalue and reclaim their culture. This is no trivial matter of reviving pottery or dancing, or whatever limited ideas of indigenous culture some Westerners may still have.

Of course, no one culture is applicable to all human beings who wish to retain their self-respect and dignity; none can satisfy all communities. Humanity needs to find beauty in its diversity of cultures and accept that there will be many languages, religions, attires, dances, songs, symbols, festivals and traditions. This diversity should be seen as a universal heritage of humankind.

Cultural liberation will only come when the minds of the people are set free and they can protect themselves from colonialism of the mind. Only that type of freedom will allow them to reclaim their identity, self-respect and destiny. Only when communities recapture the positive aspects of their culture will people relearn how to love themselves and what is theirs. Only then will they really appreciate their country and the need to protect its natural beauty and wealth. And only then will they have an understanding of the future and of generations to come. 

© 2004 Independent Media Institute. All rights reserved.

View this story online at: http://www.alternet.org/story/20492/
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Business Day (Johannesburg)

Where to Now for Conservation?

November 15, 2004 
Saliem Fakir
Johannesburg 

A CONCEPTUAL rupture and a new vision for the conservation movement are becoming necessities. The movement has been schizophrenic about how it should deal with global concerns: issues such as global security, international trade, militarisation of space, illegitimate wars, corporate corruption, the failings of international institutions (such as the United Nations and the Bretton Woods institutions) and how to deal with the deepening crisis of poverty.

There is a great deal of indecision and uncertainty within the movement about the best way to embrace those issues beyond its own narrow objectives and concerns. From my perspective these are issues we cannot ignore and further procrastinate on because of dissent.

They are not just nice to have and do, they affect all our destinies. All we do is intertwined.

There are four factors that will dictate the future of the conservation movement and the hues it adopts.

First, the conservation movement is struggling to attract international attention. In this period of deep uncertainty and insecurity, the attention of the world is focused on America's war and the need to restore credibility to the multilateral system, which is in crisis. We live in a climate of intense individual fear and, as a result, lack hope about the future.

Environmental issues are on the wane. This is also reflected in the sharp decline (estimated at about 50%) in international funds for environmental issues. There was one great window of opportunity and it was the roaring 1990s.

The marginalisation of environmental issues can be attributed partially to the tendency by conservationists to pigeonhole their own agendas. The survival of the environmental and conservation movement depends on how willing it is to embrace the causes of others as its own, rather than see itself as an exclusive community.

Second, the widening gap of inequality and increased poverty is already affecting the wildlife sector and the management of natural resources. There is evidence of large-scale harvesting of bush meat, clearing of forest for agriculture, and increased illegal trade in wild resources. For some conservationists these trends are alarming, and they have fingered poverty as the problem. It is, but why? These problems are symptomatic of a larger issue: the weakening of governance and trust at the national and international level between governments, business and ordinary people. They serve only to widen the gap of inequality.

In countries where there is a lack of governance, elites generally have the incentive to appropriate the country's wealth for self gain rather than in the interest of the populace. Reacting only to the symptoms, rather than the cause, often leads to simplistic solutions, and an uncritical attitude towards inequality, rapacious greed and violations of rights.

The conservation movement needs to be more vociferous and active in the arena of governance. It may choose to do so as an activist, or through pragmatic diplomacy. But what it cannot be is silent. The conservation agenda is advanced only through dealing with governance problems head-on.

Third, development and poverty issues are not widely embraced within the conservation movement, and at times they are seen as an irritation. This is partially explained by the upper-class roots of conservation, and so it does not have the same activist orientation as other environmental movements. It is also tainted by the perception of it being an elite activity, done in leisure, and populated by biologist types.

The truth is it is both elitist and very grassroots. In recent decades as the conservation movement spread around the world, southern hemisphere voices have increasingly been shaping the political character of the movement as well as the social sciences. However, there is still a northern bias that is where the money sits. Poverty may not be a core function and objective of the movement, but lack of clear integration of these issues in its programme of action will demonstrate a lack of commitment and seriousness.

The conservation movement, compared to other movements, holds no small change: the top five conservation organisations in the world muster each year nearly $2bn or more for their cause.

With it they bring significant networks and political influence. The conservation and development nexus offers a new platform for innovation which seems not to have been grasped. The conservation movement can contribute a lot but its programme is far from being able to mainstream a developmental perspective across all its areas of work.

Finally, conservation interventions often come into conflict with other rights. The general tendency within the conservation movement is either to ignore these, or to be content with being seen to say the right things. It is evident that as vast estates are brought under the sway of conservation, conflicts over different rights will ensue.

These are economic rights, rights of access to resources, traversing rights, and conflicts between "problem animals" and people. Within conservation there are also different moral attitudes towards the treatment and use of wildlife often leading to ructions between the hunting and animal rights' groups.

Environmental rights are not inviolable, and therefore these conflicts call for a new kind of engagement and levels of maturity. Economies will continue to grow, there will be increasing travel, labour migration, and growth of the world's population will lead to an intensification of conflicts between conservation objectives and human needs.

A new global context is emerging that requires different and unusual solutions those taken off the shelf of the past will not do. To break the impasse of conflicts a new moral attitude and approach to negotiating different rights is needed.

One simply has to look at some debates like those about hunting and elephant culling to show evidence that the language suffers from philosophical mediocrity, plain silliness and a lack of pragmatism. These tensions persist because of a lack of leadership in the sector.

	
	

	


The conservation movement sits at an uncomfortable juncture to go it alone and lose its way, or embrace the cause of others, and in so doing shape theirs as much its own. How the movement responds to these challenges will define the quality and strength of the movement in the future, and its reputation and relevance to society.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Melting Swiss Glaciers Threaten Alps

SWITZERLAND: November 16, 2004

ZURICH - Switzerland's glaciers are melting faster than expected, shrinking by as much as one-fifth of their size over the 1985-2000 period alone, scientists at Zurich University said on Monday.

Hot summers in the 1990s in particular, prompted a glacier melt-down which has outpaced previous forecasts. It could impact tourism and cause more environmental hazards such as flash floods, scientist Frank Paul said.

"It is amazing what huge masses of ice have been lost," he told Reuters in a telephone interview. "Every hiker in the Alps knows about it: the changes in recent years have been dramatic."

While Swiss glaciers shrank a meager one percent in the 12 years to 1985, they lost some 18 percent of their area in the 1985-2000 period, the research showed.

This suggests they are melting faster than earlier estimates which put the loss at 30 percent between 1980 and 2025.

Paul says that while a pattern of advancing and retreating glaciers was normal, temperature increases over the 1990s have stripped away swathes of ice which are needed to retain water, and in turn support plant and animal life in the mountains.

Last year's European summer heatwave, which caused deaths and droughts across the continent, capped more than a decade of rapid melting.

"Summer 2003 was the death blow for many small glaciers," Paul said.

"When glaciers are in the retreating phase they normally lose about 30 centimeters of snow and ice a year. In the 1990s they lost about 70 centimeters a year; in 2003, they lost 3 meters," Paul said.

Mountainous regions will become more hazardous, Paul said, because the heavy summer thunderstorms symptomatic of climate change will fall on craggy mountainsides rather than insulating layers of snow and ice, likely causing more flash floods.

Over the past 150 years, Paul said air temperatures in the Alps have warmed up by 1.2 degrees -- and could gain as much as 2-4 degrees more by the year 2100.

Many scientists blame rising global temperatures on the greenhouse effect, in which certain gases in the atmosphere, including man-made pollutants, trap heat.

The changes could also impact tourism, a crucial pillar of the Swiss economy, as the country's scenic glacial valleys become barren and rocky. Summer glacier skiing -- a popular trend particularly over recent years -- could become unfeasible, while the winter ski season shrinks along with the snow line.

"The major glaciers will probably be OK for the next 10, 20 years or so, but the real change is in the smaller, inaccessible ones and we can already see the impact," said Paul.

Switzerland is no stranger to the effects of rising temperatures on the Alps. Authorities last year shut the Matterhorn peak during the key summer tourist season after a layer of permafrost -- or permanent ice -- that holds the rock together had melted, causing a huge rock slide.

Story by Ceri Radford
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Reuters

Tanzania Coast Excites Seekers Of "Living Fossil"

TANZANIA: November 15, 2004

JOHANNESBURG (Reuters) - The tropical waters off Tanzania have emerged as the favoured spot for scientists seeking new populations of the coelacanth, an ancient fossil fish that has been swimming the seas for 400 million years. 


Confirmed populations have been found off the island state of Comoros and South Africa but experts think the search of Africa's long Indian Ocean coast has hardly begun. "Since August 2003, 17 coelacanths have been caught by fishermen off Tanzania," said Tony Ribbink, the head of the African Coelacanth Ecosystem Programme (ACEP).
"We are sure there are populations off Tanzania. And I expect them to be very common off the Mozambique coast as well," he told Reuters on Thursday on the sidelines of a scientific conference on the coelacanth.

Ribbink said raised public awareness seemed to be behind the surge of Tanzanian fishermen coming forward to report coelacanth catches -- though the trend could also point to more offshore fishing in response to depleted inshore stocks.

He said he also expected fishermen were netting them off Mozambique but not reporting the catches.

Scientists say coelacanths, which live in underwater caves and canyons at depths of between 100 and 300 metres, may provide clues to life's distant past, while the search for them deepens our understanding of the western Indian Ocean.

The ultimate survivor, the coelacanth was around long before the dinosaurs and was long thought to have died out with the massive beasts over 65 million years ago.

Then one was netted by a fishing trawler off South Africa in 1938 -- a catch that shook the scientific world and was widely regarded as the zoological find of the 20th century.

They were subsequently found to be near the Comoros Islands off Africa's east coast and were first observed there in their natural habitat from a submersible vessel.

In 2000, scuba divers stumbled across South Africa's coelacanths in Sodwana Bay off the country's northeast coast.

But while they have been netted in other places and been found off Indonesia, they have not been observed elsewhere. 

Dr. Ron Uken of the University of KwaZulu-Natal said mapping of the canyons along Africa's east coast -- the favoured home of the coelacanth -- had hardly begun.

"Only Sodwana off South Africa has been mapped. The underwater canyons of Tanzania, Mozambique, Kenya and Madagascar all have to be mapped," he said. A sophisticated ship-based sonar system is used for such mapping.

The conference also heard that the 1938 specimen, long believed to have been a "stray" dragged down to South Africa's southern coastline by currents, may in fact have been on the edge of its range.

Oceanographer Mike Roberts said recent research showed the popular belief that there was a westward moving current off Mozambique was simply not true.

"The Mozambique current does not exist and so coelacanths could not have been washed down to East London from the Comoros. The currents off Mozambique move in big swirls," he said.

But he said the coelacanth's favoured temperature and depths seemed to extend down to the southern coast of South Africa. 


Story by Ed Stoddard 
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UN or UNEP in the news

Great Day for Bio Fuels! Russia Ratifies Kyoto Protocol Treaty
Onlypunjab.com (press release), India Publish Date : 11/15/2004 11:29:00 AM   Source : Technology News Onlypunjab.com
E-Wire -- American Biofuels (ABF), which is 35% owned by Green Star Products, Inc. (OTC: GSPI), made the following announcement:
After six years of international negotiations the Kyoto Treaty finally received enough signatures from participating countries to make that treaty binding on all signatures. Russia was the last to sign, giving the treaty its required 55% of the nations that contribute to global warming gases.

... "President Vladimir Putin gave his seal of approval for Russia's crucial backing of the Kyoto Protocol, clearing the way for the UN environment pact aimed at ...
http://www.onlypunjab.com/fullstory1004-insight-Great+Day+for+Bio+Fuels-status-10-newsID-21473.html 
General Environment News

Pacific islands under threat from mountains of waste - The low-lying atoll islets of Micronesia are the worst hit
David Fickling in Sydney, Monday November 15, 2004, The Guardian (UK) - Once famed for their white-sand beaches, the islands of the Pacific are threatened by a waste mountain. Rubbish now clogs streams flowing into the harbour in Samoa's capital Apia, and floats through the mangrove forests of Fiji. 
Every part of the region is affected. And one of the biggest battles in many island societies, say experts, is raising awareness of the problem.
…. "The waste of yesterday was mostly natural," says Asterio Takesey, director of the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme. 
"Now that many islands have entered the modern economy their consumption pattern has changed." The problems are worst in the low-lying atoll countries of Micronesia. 

"Rubbish is piling up," says Ritia Bakineti, who works in waste management for Kiribati's branch of the programme.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/waste/story/0,12188,1351289,00.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Annan thanks Powell for 'close and productive' relationship

15 November - Following the resignation announcement by US Secretary of State Colin Powell, United

Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today praised Mr. Powell's "wise counsel and objective

approach" and wished him well in his future endeavours. In a statement issued at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General said he had spoken to Mr. Powell to thank him for the "close and productive relationship" he had enjoyed with him over the past four years during which they worked together on a wide range of issues of concern to the international community. "I have always valued his wise counsel and objective approach," Mr. Annan said. "I conveyed to my good friend Colin Powell my best wishes for the future."

With Arafat's passing, Israelis and Palestinians must advance peace - UN envoy

15 November - Briefing the Security Council on the situation in the Middle East in the wake of the death of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, the senior United Nations envoy to the region urged both sides today to advance the peace process. "Now that he has gone, Israelis and Palestinians, and friends of both peoples throughout the world, must make even greater efforts to bring about the peaceful realization of the Palestinian right to self-determination," Terje Roed-Larsen told the Council in his final briefing as Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, a position he assumed in 1999. The envoy hailed the Palestinian leadership for taking "the first firm steps toward instituting a smooth transition of power" and for preventing internal unrest. He also praised Israel for allowing Palestinian security forces to bear arms. "The extent and success of coordination in recent days is reminiscent of earlier, happier days, and might herald a new beginning - a new beginning that would come not because of President Arafat's passing, but in spite of the very difficult situation," he said. Mr. Roed-Larsen called for the Palestinians to organize and conduct free and fair elections for the presidency within 60 days and to undertake "visible, sustained, targeted and effective action on the ground to halt violence and terrorist activity." Israel, he said, must "refrain from all actions undermining trust, including settlement activity, facilitate the preparations and conduct of elections, and take steps to significantly improve the humanitarian situation by lifting curfews and easing restrictions on the movement of persons and goods."

Mr. Roed-Larsen emphasized that "all these steps have to be taken in parallel."

Striking a personal note as he delivered his final briefing as the Secretary-General's Personal Representative, Mr. Roed-Larsen paid tribute to his staff and all others working for peace and reconciliation in the Middle East, especially Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, as well as the representatives of the Palestinian people. The 56-year old Norwegian diplomat was named as UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process on 21 September 1999.

In 1992, Mr. Roed-Larsen, then the Director of the Oslo-based Fafo Institute for Applied Social Science, was asked to help establish a secret channel for talks between the Palestinian Liberation Organization and the Government of Israel. Those negotiations concluded with the historic signing of the Declaration of Principles at the White House on 13 September 1993.

UN envoy to Iraq voices hope that elections can be held by end of January 2005

15 November - The senior United Nations envoy to Iraq today said "from a technical perspective" elections slated to be held by the end of January 2005 can go ahead as planned.

"We also hope that the political and security environment will improve to allow for the convening of

credible, comprehensive and transparent elections," Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi said at a luncheon organized by the newly established Iraqi Democratic Institute. The envoy stressed that the UN will continue to extend all possible support to the Iraqi people in their efforts to rebuild their country. He pointed out that the UN has decided to increase the number of its international staff in Iraq as the date for holding the elections nears.

The UN, he added, also stands ready to contribute to efforts to broaden the political process to ensure the participation of the largest number of Iraqi political entities who believe in dialogue as means to address political differences. Mr. Qazi outlined the role the UN has played in enabling the Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission, which will organize the country's first democratic elections scheduled for late January 2005. The Special Representative said he believed that "from technical perspectives, elections can be held within the time frame" that was set by the transitional law and the UN Security Council.

"Iraq is passing through a historic moment and you can be sure that the United Nations will do every thing it can to help you," Mr. Qazi told the 70 participants. In addition to helping with the electoral and political processes, Mr. Qazi said the UN is working closely with Iraq's ministries and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in providing essential services to people in need.

Nearly two dozen UN agencies are working together to support Iraqis in such areas as health, education, water and electricity. Mr. Qazi expressed hope that the international conference on Iraq set to be held in Egypt later this month will be a successful event in rallying regional and international support to the rebuilding process.Meanwhile, the UN mission in Baghdad is monitoring the situation Fallujah so as to properly assist in meeting the needs of the civilian population in and outside the city, according to a UN spokesman.

Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York that the UN World Health Organization (WHO) has provided the Iraqi authorities with medical supplies, including about 50,000 blood bags. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is supplying water for people who have been rendered homeless.

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) have also made available tents and other supplies to displaced Iraqis.

Special UN adviser on genocide warns of ethnic hate messages in Côte d'Ivoire

15 November - Voicing distress over reports of xenophobic hate speech in Côte d'Ivoire and ensuing action by armed groups, the United Nations adviser on the prevention of genocide called today for an end toimpunity and warned that the situation could be referred to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

"The current crisis has deepened sentiments of xenophobia and could exacerbate already worrisome and

widespread violations of human rights, which in the recent past have included extrajudicial killings, torture, arbitrary detention, disappearances and sexual violence," Juan E. Mendez said in a statement

recommending possibly increasing the number of UN peacekeepers in Côte d'Ivoire to protect civilians.

Mr. Mendez, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Adviser, said he had written to the UN chief to express his concern at the situation in the West African country, which has been engulfed by escalating violence since government forces attacked northern rebels earlier this month in violation of a nearly two-year-old ceasefire agreement. At least 10,000 Ivorians are estimated to have fled into neighbouring Liberia and thousands of expatriates have been evacuated, some with UN help, from Abidjan, the country's largest city, as anti-French rioting erupted after French troops destroyed the Government's air force in retaliation for the deadly bombing of French peacekeepers in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants.

UN officials have repeatedly condemned the hate messages broadcast on television and radio, most recently last Thursday when Mr. Annan himself warned that they could lead to "the devastating resurgence of ethnic conflict." Mr. Mendez said today Ivorian authorities had an obligation to end impunity and curb public expressions of racial or religious hatred, warning that in the absence of effective action such incitement can be referred to the ICC. He recommended that national authorities put an immediate end to the propagation of hate speech and media-induced violence through official outlets, aggressively prosecute all acts of violence and incitement, and recommit themselves to the ceasefire accords that ended the fighting two years ago between the government in the south and rebels in the north. "If the xenophobic expressions persist and they cause further evacuation of essential humanitarian relief workers, the Special Adviser recommends that the UN and Licorne (French) troops already in the field should be expanded and instructed to deploy so as to afford direct protection to civilian population at risk of attack because of their ethnic, religious or citizenship status," the statement concluded.

UN officials are concerned that the unrest in Côte d'Ivoire could spill over into neighbouring Liberia and Sierra Leone, both recovering from protracted civil wars, and Guinea where there has also been unrest.

Clashes in Côte d'Ivoire could trigger violence across West Africa, UN envoy warns

12 November - The recent flare-up of violence in Côte d'Ivoire – where United Nations and French

peacekeepers are monitoring a buffer zone separating the government-controlled south and the rebel-held

north – could spread across West Africa and plunge the region back into conflict, a senior United Nations

official based in Dakar warned today. Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah released a statement voicing alarm “at the potential spillover of the crisis on neighbouring countries with new cross-border movements of combatants, small arms and mercenaries within and from outside the region.” Since 2002 when the conflict broke out in Côte d'Ivoire, the economy of much of the sub-region has gravely deteriorated as a result of the disruption to trade, transportation, and monetary transactions. Mr. Ould-Abdallah, who is the UN Special Representative for West Africa, praised regional efforts to contain the crisis, but warned that it is now imposing an additional burden on the limited resources of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), while further tarnishing the image of West Africa as a region of chronic instability. Those responsible for the recent escalation are doing “incalculable damage not only to the future of their country, but to the whole of West Africa,” he said.

“How can we hope to attract foreign investment, essential for creating the jobs that so many millions of West African youths desperately need, if some of our leaders continue to pursue the logic of war and vendetta year after year?” the envoy asked. “Future generations will judge some of today's leaders extremely harshly for once again holding back the advancement of our societies.”

UN preparing to withdraw peace operation from Timor-Leste in 2005, envoy says

15 November - The United Nations Mission of Support in East-Timor (UNMISET) is preparing to

conclude its work next May by turning over responsibility for key tasks to the East Timorese people, the

senior UN envoy to the country told the Security Council today. Briefing the Council in an open meeting, Sukehiro Hasegawa said UN civilian advisors "are not only

actively training and mentoring their East Timorese counterparts but also formulating exit strategies with

their counterparts so as to ensure a smooth transition at the end of UNMISET."

He added that while the country's exact needs are not yet known, "it is clear that some form of continued international

assistance will be indispensable in the finance and justice sectors beyond May."

The envoy's comments echoed a report issued earlier this month by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who said East Timor's

public administration and justice system "are still weak and fragile" and that outside support should continue after

UNMISET is withdrawn.

The Security Council has set a target of completing by May all trials related to the violence which engulfed East Timor in

Sukehiro Hasegawa
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the wake of the popular consultation on independence conducted in 1999.

In his briefing today, Mr. Hasegawa said the process "will not be able to respond fully to the desire for justice of all victims"

before the Mission departs. But he added that several proposals are under consideration to address the matter, including by establishing an international tribunal or an international truth and reconciliation commission to function beyond May, 2005. Looking ahead the envoy said UNMISET must increasingly focus in the coming six months on preparing to leave. Towards this end, experts are now identifying "specific measures required for a smooth transition from peacekeeping operations to more traditional nation-building and sustainable development assistance," he said.

This process, bolstered by talks involving the authorities and other officials, aims to determine how the Mission "can be taken over by East Timorese as well as development partners when the mandate of UNMISET is completed in May, 2005."

New report on Srebrenica massacre should spur action against perpetrators - Annan

15 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said a new Bosnian Serb report on the 1995 massacre against Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica should lead to action against the perpetrators.

A spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement that the Secretary-General welcomed the conclusions of the authorities of the Republika Srpska - the Serb entity within Bosnia and Herzegovina - and in particular "the condolences conveyed to the relatives of the victims as well as its apology for the tragedy in Srebrenica." The Republika Srpska authorities and the panel, formally as the Commission for Investigation of the Events in and around Srebrenica between 10 and 19 July 1995, have "set an example of confronting the painful past of the war, facing the truth about the events which occurred during the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina," spokesman Fred Eckhard said. "This courageous act contributes to building of trust among the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the process of reconciliation," he added.

At the same time, the spokesman emphasized the Secretary-General's expectation that the Srebrenica Commission Report and the Republika Srpska Government's commitment to bring to justice all those who committed war crimes "will now lead to concrete actions."

The statement said the report should "encourage leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina to start the process that will allow them to candidly consider events from the past."

Between 7,000 and 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were murdered in Srebrenica in July 1995. The UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has confirmed that the notorious massacre constituted a crime of genocide by the Bosnian Serbs.

IAEA welcomes Iran's decision to suspend uranium enrichment programme

15 November - The United Nations nuclear watch-dog agency today welcomed as a confidence-building

measure Iran's announcement that it would suspend its nuclear-enrichment programme.

According to a UN spokesman, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed that it had

received a letter from the Iranian Government, saying that it would "fully suspend" its uranium enrichment as of next Monday, 22 November.

The Agency is now making arrangements to verify its implementation, spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York.
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In September, the Vienna-based IAEA adopted a resolution calling on Iran to suspend all activities related to uranium enrichment.

Sudan's Darfur region still insecure, UN mission reports

15 November - The United Nations mission in Sudan said today that the troubled Darfur region

remained wracked by insecurity. Citing the African Union (AU), the mission said attacks in South Darfur continued last Thursday and Friday. On Sunday, the AU investigated a series of tribal clashes in three villages. Meanwhile, the UN mission said it also received complaints from North and West Darfur.

In the North, agencies operating around Zam Zam camp reported an enhanced presence of armed tribesmen around the camp, the mission said, adding that it also received reports of increasing pressure on refugees in El-Geneina camps in the West to return home. Leaders of the internally-displaced refugees in El-Geneina said they were told that they must return to their villages, otherwise they would not receive ration cards, the UN mission said, citing aid agencies operating close to the camps. At a press conference last week, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, emphasized that relocations should be carried out with respect for international humanitarian law and human rights. He encouraged the Sudanese Government to devise criteria to determine camp locations.

Security Council members to visit Central Africa in bid to

consolidate peace

15 November - Security Council members will head for the troubled Great Lakes region of Africa later this week to show global support for national peace efforts, the leader of the mission said today.

"We're going to say that the international community is there to help," French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière told a press briefing in New York. Representatives of all 15 countries serving on the Security Council will travel to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda from 20 to 25 November. Their trip will follow on a visit to Nairobi on 18 and 19 November.

Ambassador de la Sablière said the Central Africa meetings would provide an opportunity to emphasize that all factions are responsible for achieving peace. The UN "is there to help, but it cannot replace the parties; it is up to the parties involved to achieve reconciliation and dialogue." Council members would also encourage the four Central African States to foster dialogue and cooperation with each other. "There has to be in this region, among all the countries, a confidence which has been lacking in the past," the Ambassador said.

The Security Council will be "emphasizing its priorities, which are the priorities decided on by the parties involved: namely the need to make progress," Mr. de la Sablière stressed. "We have to maintain this dynamism because we know that there will be obstacles," he said. In related news, the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region is set to begin a two-day ministerial meeting in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, tomorrow.
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The gathering is being convened to prepare for a summit to be held on 19 and 20 November, also in the Tanzanian capital. The International Conference was proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who is scheduled to depart for Africa early this week to attend the Dar-Es-Salaam meeting, as well as official events in Burkina Faso, Egypt and Kenya.

As UN closes Guatemala mission, Annan hails it as model of success

15 November - As the United Nations today formally closed its Guatemala mission - which for the past decade has been keeping watch on the peace process - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan hailed its accomplishments as a model to be emulated elsewhere. "The UN Verification Mission (MINUGUA) stands as a successful example of peace-building, with valuable lessons for operations in other parts of the world," Mr. Annan said in a message delivered by Under-Secretary-General Kieran Prendergast to a ceremony in Guatemala City. The UN achieved many "firsts" in Central America, he pointed out, including expanding traditional peace-keeping to encompass the protection of human rights and in the pioneering work carried out by truth commissions. He said that Guatemalans should be proud of what they have accomplished in recent years, having made "enormous progress" in managing the country's problems through dialogue and institutions. While hailing progress achieved since the parties finished signing a set of accords in 1996, Mr. Annan warned that "serious problems" still plague Guatemalan society. "There are wide-ranging social inequalities. Too many people fear for their safety and security. Discrimination across ethnic, cultural and linguistic lines remains disturbingly prevalent. And Guatemala has fallen short of its obligations to pay reparations to war victims and to substantially increase tax revenues to pay for much-needed social investments," The closure of the UN Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA) should be seen "as the beginning of a new and necessary phase" where the country's people take charge of promoting peace, the Secretary-General said. The UN, through its agencies, will remain engaged in the quest to strengthen the rule of law in Guatemala and guarantee human rights, "but henceforth, the major protagonists in this story will be the Guatemalans themselves." Although MINUGUA has finished its work, Mr. Annan emphasized that "the United Nations remains firmly committed to peace and development in Guatemala."

The UN mission has been in Guatemala since November 1994, when it was deployed to monitor a human rights accord which later formed part of the comprehensive peace agreement signed in 1996.

Two thirds of projected UN peacekeeping force in Haiti already in place

15 November - More than two thirds of the military and police forces planned for the United Nations

peacekeeping operation in Haiti have already arrived to help foster a democratic political transition in

the strife-torn Caribbean country after widespread unrest last March led to the departure of President

Jean-Bertrand Aristide. In its latest update on the force, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) said 4,489 soldiers out of the 6,700 mandated by the Security Council resolution were already on hand, while the civilian police strength totaled 1,228 out of the projected total of 1,622.

Latest arrivals over the past three weeks include 750 Sri Lankan soldiers and 250 Pakistani police as well as 205 Peruvian troops, 163 Moroccan officers and 70 Guatemalans.

UN rights expert calls for independent probe into mob killings in Cambodia

15 November - The senior United Nations expert dealing with human rights in Cambodia called today for the establishment of an independent commission to investigate the “deplorable phenomenon of mob killings.” In a statement released in Geneva, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for human rights in Cambodia, Peter Leuprecht, also urged a thorough probe of the recent grenade attack on villagers peacefully protesting renewed activities in the Pheapimex concession in Pursat province.

The 13 November incident involved objections to the work of Pheapimex, a timber company.

The envoy, who wrapped up a visit to Cambodia on Sunday, appealed to the authorities to “listen to the people and to be responsive to their concerns.” In a related development, Mr. Leuprecht today released a report on the human rights dimensions of land concessions inCambodia. In a foreword to the document, he states that companies which have been given land rights display “little or no regard for the welfare of the people, and contribute little to State revenue.”

UN event in Thailand focuses on strategies to curb opium

cultivation

15 November - The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Thai Government

have convened a meeting in Thailand to highlight the need to provide legal alternatives to communities

dependent on income from illicit activities. The six-day meeting offers participating experts an opportunity to compare best practices and explore whether the legal economy can successfully challenge and replace illegal economies, according to UNODC. The event, which is taking place in the town of Chian Rai, was organized by Antonio Maria Costa, the head of the UNODC, and Phongthep Thepkanjana, the Thai Minister of Justice.Thailand, which has a high level of success rate in alternative development, is the first country in the world to succeed in the sustainable elimination of opium cultivation, according to the UNODC. "The heart of the Golden Triangle sends an important message out to the rest of the world that alternative development is the only way ahead to combat illicit activities from inside, working on farmers' well-being rather than on their fears, in a sustainable way," said Mr. Costa in a statement. "Unless alternative development initiatives are launched, these farmers risk hunger and then humanitarian disaster. Now is the moment for nations and counter-drug agencies around the world to join together in the kind of global partnerships we need to bring alternative development projects to regions and people still held hostage by narco-economies," he added. Thailand's victory of opium cultivation was the result of 30 years of developing projects in the nation's highlands, when UNODC and the international community worked hand in hand with the Thai Government to offer poor ethnic minority villagers and farmers economic alternatives to drug crops, UNODC said. The country has been opium-free since 1993. In less than a decade, both Laos and Myanmar (the two other members of the so-called Golden Triangle) have reduced opium production by 74 percent. The UN estimates that about 4 million people worldwide depend on income derived from the cultivation of illicit drug crops, including coca and opium. In most cases, these growers live below the poverty level, with 50 percent of their income earned from drug-crops cultivation.

Sharp increase in skilled birth attendants needed to slash

maternal deaths – UN

15 November - The number of skilled attendants in developing countries needs to be increased by at least

333,000 if the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of slashing maternal deaths by two thirds by 2015 isto be achieved, according to a statement issued by the United Nations health agency and other experts today. “Life-threatening complications occur in 15 per cent of all births," said Joy Phumaphi, Assistant Director- General of Family and Community Health at the UN World Health Organization (WHO).

"For a mother and her newborn, a skilled birth attendant can make the difference between life and death. Not only can they recognize and prevent medical crises on the spot, but they can refer women for life-saving care when complications arise," she added. The statement, issued jointly WHO, the International Federation of Gynaecologists (FIGO) and the International Confederation of Midwives (ICM), urges the international community, professional associations and donors to make proper care for all pregnant women and their newborns a priority - focusing on increasing the number of skilled birth attendants, strengthening their capacity and increasing the resources available to them. The three organizations call for better monitoring and reporting on progress in achieving the MDG target of increasing the proportion of births attended by a skilled attendant to 90 per cent by 2015.

The shortfall is most acute in the developing world. In developed countries and countries in transition, the average rate is above 90 per cent. The lowest levels are in Eastern Africa (33.6 per cent), South-Central Asia (37.5 per cent) and Western Africa (39.6 per cent), with much higher levels in South America (84.8 per cent). Globally, only 61 per cent of all childbirths are attended by a skilled birth attendant.

The reduction in maternal deaths is one of eight ambitious goals set by the UN Millennium Summit in 2000, all to be achieved by 2015.
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Daily Press Briefing By The Office Of The Spokesman For The Secretary-General And The Spokesman For The General Assembly President

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President. 

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon. 

**Secretary-General
The Secretary-General has postponed for 24 hours his departure for Africa and the Middle East, due to urgent matters that came up over the weekend.  
**Deputy Secretary-General
The Deputy Secretary-General is in Washington, D.C., today for the annual meeting of the Board of the United Nations Foundation. 
She will address the Directors of the Board at a working luncheon on the current priorities of the United Nations.
**Côte d’Ivoire
In New York, the Security Council has scheduled a formal meeting this afternoon to vote on a resolution on Côte d’Ivoire.
On the ground, the situation remains tense there. 
An estimated 10,000 refugees from Côte d'Ivoire have arrived in eastern Liberia since last week, some of them for the second time in two years, reports the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.
The UNHCR, its partners and the Liberian authorities are on the ground to respond to the refugees’ needs and make preparations, should the Ivorian situation deteriorate.
Meanwhile, in a meeting to plan a response to the crisis in Côte d'Ivoire over the weekend, several UN humanitarian organizations and their agency partners agreed on key actions to be taken. 
At the meeting in Dakar, Senegal, agencies agreed that their main objectives in the near future would be to guarantee access to people in need, to ensure that civilians are spared the worst effects of conflict, and to prevent large-scale movements of populations.  
As soon as security conditions allow, aid groups will redeploy to areas in the north of the country, then expand their presence by delivering relief materials through neighbouring countries.  They will also seek to urgently re-establish access to the west of the country.
**Côte d’Ivoire - Hate Media
Last week, in a statement on Côte d’Ivoire, the Secretary-General condemned the use of hate media which is fuelling tensions, xenophobia and inciting violent acts.
Today, the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide, Juan Méndez, has issued a statement expressing his concern over the situation in Côte d’Ivoire.  The Special Adviser says he has been particularly distressed by reports of hate speeches and the ensuing actions of armed, militant groups.  
The current crisis has increased xenophobia and could exacerbate already worrisome and widespread violations of human rights, which in the recent past have included extra-judicial executions, torture, arbitrary detention, disappearances and sexual violence.  
The Special Adviser recalls that, in the absence of effective action by courts of national jurisdiction, incitement to violence directed against civilians or ethnic, religious or racial communities can be subject to international action, including under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.  For instance, the Security Council could refer the situation in Côte d’Ivoire to the International Criminal Court.  
If the xenophobic expressions persist and they cause the further evacuation of essential humanitarian relief workers, the Special Adviser recommends that the UN and French troops already in the field should be expanded and instructed to deploy, so as to afford direct protection to civilian population at risk of attack because of their ethnic, religious or citizenship status.
You can read the recommendations he outlines in the full text of his speech, which we have upstairs. 
**Iraq
In off-the-cuff remarks at a luncheon organized by the newly established Iraqi Democratic Institute, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ashraf Qazi, said he believed that “from technical perspectives, elections can be held within the time frame” that was set by the transitional law and resolution 1546. 
He went on, “We also hope that the political and security environment will improve to allow for the convening of credible, comprehensive and transparent elections.”
“Iraq is passing through a historic moment”, he went on, “and you can be sure that the United Nations will do everything it can to help you”.  He said that to a 70-member group that also included representatives from Baghdad chambers of trade and industry.  
And we have more upstairs on his comments. 
**Falluja
The UN mission has been closely monitoring the situation in Falluja so as to properly assist in meeting the needs of the civilian populations in and outside the city.
The World Health Organization has provided the ministry of health with medical supplies, and about 50,000 blood bags while the UN’s Children’s Fund supplied potable water to be distributed among the internally displaced persons. 
The UN refugee agency and the International Organization for Migration have also made available tents and other essential non-food items to displaced persons. 
**Secretary-General’s Spokeman’s Statement on the Republika Srpska
The Secretary-General welcomes the conclusions of the authorities of the Republika Srpska regarding the Srebrenica Commission Final Report, particularly the condolences conveyed to the relatives of victims, as well as its apology for the tragedy in Srebenica. 
The Republika Srpska authorities and the Commission for Investigation of the Events in and around Srebrenica between 10 and 19 July 1995 have set an example of confronting the painful past of the war, facing the truth about the events which occurred during the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  This courageous act contributes to building a trust among the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the process of reconciliation. 
The Secretary-General expects that the information contained in the Srebrenica Commission Report and the Republika Srpska Government’s commitment to bring to justice all those who committed war crimes will now lead to concrete actions. 
The Secretary-General hopes that the Srebrenica Commission Report will open avenues for a broader process of discovering the facts about war crimes and will encourage leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina to start the process that will allow them to candidly consider events from the past. 
**Security Council - Timor Leste
Timor-Leste has made steady progress in its peace efforts and nation-building work, the head of the UN Mission to that country told the Security Council this morning.  But much work remains to be done as the UN Mission implements its transition strategy over the next six months, he said.
Special Representative Sukehiro Hasegawa presented the Secretary-General’s latest report on Timor-Leste in an open briefing to the Security Council, which, he noted, said that the situation on the ground does not justify any modification or reduction in size of the UN Mission at present. 
We have his statement to the Council available upstairs.
Security Council members are currently discussing Timor-Leste in an open debate. 
**Security Council - Afternoon
Terje Roed-Larsen, who’s here on my right, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East, will deliver his final briefing to the Security Council on that region, in an open meeting at 3:30 this afternoon.  Mr. Roed-Larsen will speak to you in a few minutes as our guest at today’s noon briefing.
That open briefing will be followed by Security Council consultations, also on the Middle East.
**IAEA - Iran
The International Atomic Energy Agency confirmed that it has received a letter from the Government of Iran, saying that it will fully suspend its uranium enrichment, as of next Monday.
The IAEA welcomes the announced suspension as a confidence-building measure.  The Agency is already making arrangements to verify its implementation.
**Sudan
The UN mission reports continued insecurity in Darfur, Sudan, citing the African Union as its source.
In south Darfur, attacks were reported on villages last Thursday and Friday.  And yesterday, the AU investigated a series of tribal clashes in three villages.
Other incidents were reported in both west and north Darfur.
In north Darfur, agencies operating in the Zam Zam camp report an increased presence of armed tribesmen around the camp.  In west Darfur leaders from internally displaced camps around El-Geneina report that they are under increasing pressure to return to their homes.  They were specifically threatened that they would not receive ration cards unless they returned to their villages. 
At a press conference last week, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, emphasized that relocations should be carried out with respect for international humanitarian law and human rights.  He encouraged the Government to devise criteria which should determine camp locations. 
**MINUGUA Closure 
The UN Verification Mission in Guatemala will officially be closed in a ceremony later today.
Kieran Prendergast, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, will attend the ceremony and deliver a message on behalf of the Secretary-General.
He’s also expected to accept the Order of Quetzal, which the Guatemalan Government is awarding to the UN Mission for the work it’s carried out there over the past ten years.
Mr.Prendergast has been in Guatemala for the past few days.
On Saturday he attended the closure of the Mission’s regional office in Quiche -- which was one of the regions most affected by the civil strife in that country.
We have embargoed copies of the Secretary-General’s message upstairs. 
**Haiti - Spanish & Moroccan Troops Take Over
The Spanish and Moroccan troops who recently arrived in Haiti now have the military responsibility for the area of Fort Liberté and Terrier Rouge in the country’s north-east.
The troops officially took over from a Chilean contingent of peacekeepers late last week -- and the relieved Chilean forces will be used to reinforce the UN Mission’s military presence in the area of Cap Haïtien.
Regarding troops numbers in Haiti, the UN Mission reports that more than two thirds of the military and police forces planned for the Mission are now on the ground there.
We have more on that upstairs. 
**Cambodia
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for human rights in Cambodia yesterday concluded a visit to that country by calling for an independent commission to be created to investigate the deplorable phenomenon of mob killings. 
The envoy, Peter Leuprecht, also released a report on land concessions in Cambodia, which he argued have contributed little to state revenue and have shown little regard for people’s welfare.
We have a press release with more details on that upstairs. 
**Great Lakes - Foreign Ministers Meeting 
Foreign Ministers of the core countries of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region will begin a two-day meeting in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, tomorrow.
The meeting is being held to prepare for the first heads of state summit that’ll be held this Friday and Saturday, also in Dar Es Salaam. 
The International Conference was proposed by the Secretary-General, and is being co-chaired by the UN and the African Union -- its aim is to find a lasting solution to the problems facing the region.
The foreign ministers will examine a first draft Declaration, and they’re expected to come up with the final version of it, which they’ll then submit to the heads of state for adoption and signature on Saturday.
And we have more on that in a press release upstairs. 
**Revision Security Council
I have a revision of what I said on the Security Council.  The Security Council President just announced that immediately following the meeting on East Timor this morning, the Council will go into consultations on Côte d’Ivoire. 
**UNICEF – Snowflake
Snowflakes. This Thursday at 7 p.m., UNICEF will unveil in Manhattan the largest outdoor chandelier of its kind.  The UNICEF Snowflake, as it is called, has been designed by acclaimed lighting designer Ingo Maurer and Baccarat.  It has been a New York City holiday attraction for the past 19 years, and was dedicated to UNICEF as a beacon of hope, peace and compassion for vulnerable children around the world.
The Snowflake will be lit by UNICEF National Ambassador Sarah Jessica Parker at an outdoor ceremony that is open to the public.
We have a press release on that. 
It’s almost over.  Hang on. 
**UN TV — World Chronicle 
The programme “World Chronicle” will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. and you can watch it on channels 3 or 31, on in-house television.  It will feature a discussion on advancing equal rights for women, and Ayse Ferid Acar, Chairperson of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women will be the guest. 
**Press Conference Tomorrow
And finally, press conference tomorrow in this room, Henriette Keijzers, Deputy Executive Secretary and Officer-in-Charge of the UN Capital Development Fund, together with international singers Anggun of Indonesia and Souad Massi of Algeria, Emissaries for the International Year of Microcredit 2005, will brief on the involvement of the international stars in promoting awareness of the importance of microcredit in poverty eradication. 
**Questions and Answers
Question:  What urgent matters, in addition to the situation in Côte d’Ivoire, have led the Secretary-General to postpone his trip to Africa. What [inaudible].

Spokesman:  Just read the newspapers, Mr. Abadi.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any comment on Secretary Powell’s resignation? 

Spokesman:  He expects to be talking with Secretary Powell on the telephone shortly, if that hasn’t already happened.  As you know, he has had a very warm working relationship with Secretary Powell that has also been a productive one.  He particularly appreciates the Secretary’s support for the United Nations and for multilateral approaches to problem-solving.  And he wishes him the best in whatever he will be doing next. 

Question:  Over the weekend, in the New York Times, there has been quite a scathing article about the relationship between the United States and the United Nations, especially Secretary-General Kofi Annan.  And then there was another article today by Mr. Safire about obstruction of justice.  Do you have any response on these?

Spokesman:  I don’t think it was a scathing article over the weekend.  I think in that article, the Secretary-General attempted to explain his positions on a number of issues that he feels have been misjudged by certain media.  He said, for example, that in Iraq the United Nations has already accomplished a lot and he said, “If I’m not being boastful, it’s things that would not have been accomplished without United Nations support.”  You’ll recall that the Interim Government was set up with the strong assistance of Mr. Brahimmi, who went into Iraq for initially two days, and ended up spending weeks there, under very difficult security circumstances.  And what we’ve done on elections is under reported, and perhaps underappreciated.  But the training of thousands of electoral personnel, outside the country, in addition to working with the Iraqi Interim Government on setting up an independent legal commission, and the whole framework for elections, all of that is necessary before you even get started with the registration that’s under way now.  So, we would hope that people would listen a bit more carefully to what we say about what we’re doing there, how we’re trying to help.  And the Secretary-General’s bottom line was what he’s been saying ever since the divisive issue of the war in Iraq was behind us -- that we now need to look forward, that an unstable Iraq is in nobody’s interest.  And he’s trying to get everyone to work together to stabilize Iraq, and therefore the region. 

I don’t have any comment on the criticisms of the various columns that appeared today, except that I would say that I feel it’s a continuation of a misperception of the United Nations’ role, and in particular the Secretary-General’s role, in these issue’s.  Edie?
Question:  Fred, you were seeking to get us a statement after the discussions between Mr. Volcker and the legal experts here.  Is that statement going to materialize today on the Oil-for-Food Programme and the issue of documents? 

Spokesman:  We were expecting to hear from Mr. Volcker.  We had not heard as of noon, but he led us to believe, when his people spoke to us last Thursday, that we would have something from him today.  So I expect that by the end of the day we’ll probably have something from him on these matters. 

Question:  Might there be a change in the information-sharing stance between the Volcker Panel and United Nations?

Spokesman:  I can’t tell until we see what Mr. Volcker puts in his letter.  Bill?

Question:  Fred, could you please specify for the record what matters the Secretary-General…

Spokesman:  I’ve already answered that question.

Question:  No, you referred to newspaper accounts.  I read the newspapers. I’m not sure what you’re referring to.

Spokesman:  It’s his judgement call where he needs to be, Bill.  Over the weekend he decided he had important business to deal with here, including a consultation with the Deputy Secretary-General when she returns from Washington.  That’s what he felt was a justifiable reason for postponing his trip by 24 hours.  I don’t have to give you anything more specific than that.  Yes, sir?

Question:  U.S. Senator Coleman tells us that he had a phone conversation over the weekend with the Secretary-General.  He characterized it as a constructive phone conversation but pointed out quickly that without action following it, it wouldn’t be very constructive without any action following that phone call.  Can you talk about that phone call?  

Spokesman:  I can’t tell what’s said, except that the Secretary-General spoke both to Senator Coleman and Senator Levin over the weekend, concerned about the matters that they raised in their letter to him.  Of course, we’re now waiting to hear from Mr. Volcker.  And I can’t predict, as I already told you, what Mr. Volcker’s views might be.  But he wanted to assure the Senators that he’s not being obstructionist, which I also think was his message in his interview in the New York Times that appeared over the weekend.  He’s not trying to be obstructionist.  He wants to help, but there are inherent limits to what he can do as the head of an organization with 191 Member States.  Mr. Abadi? 

Question:  I did read the article in the New York Times, is the Secretary-General considering turning over some of the documents to the U.S. Congress?

Spokesman:  I have no reply to you on that.  We’re waiting to hear from Mr. Volcker.  

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

The General Assembly considered this morning two items in a joint debate. 

One, agenda item 50, entitled “Report of the International Tribunal for Rwanda”:  Judge Erik Mose, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, presented the report.  He mentioned that 25 persons were currently on trial, and the trial of 23 others had been completed.  We have the full text of Judge Mose’s speech in our office upstairs.

The next was agenda item 51 having to do with the Report of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) since 1991.  Judge Theodor Meron, President of the ICTY, presented the report of the ICTY to the General Assembly.  He mentioned that the ICTY worked on 40 cases in the last year, and that the tribunal rendered eleven judgments of those 40 cases.

Both judges reported financial difficulties, mainly due to non-payment of Member States, however they both reported that the Tribunals are doing their best to stay on track with the completion strategy.  They expect to finish their work by the year 2008 as mandated.

For your background, the International Tribunal for Rwanda was established on 8 November 1994.  It presents an annual report to the Security Council and to the General Assembly.

The International Tribunal for Yugoslavia was established in 1993, and does the same in terms of submitting an annual report to the Security Council and the General Assembly.

As you know the Assembly stepped back from its agenda last Thursday afternoon to pay a tribute to Palestinian President Yasser Arafat.  The tribute started with Secretary-General Kofi Annan addressing the Assembly. 

Just before to calling for a moment of silence in memory of the Palestinian leader, Assembly President Jean Ping said that the achievement of the lifelong dream of establishing and ensuring the peaceful coexistence of two States -- Palestinian and Israeli -- would be the best way to pay tribute to Mr. Arafat. 

Expressing condolences on the death of Yasser Arafat were the representatives of the Gambia (on behalf of the African States), Indonesia (on behalf of the Asian States), Belarus (on behalf of the Eastern European States), Nicaragua (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States), New Zealand (on behalf of the Western European and Other States), Sudan (on behalf of the Arab States), Netherlands (on behalf of the European Union and associated States), Malaysia (on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)) and Turkey (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference).

The representative of Senegal spoke in his capacity as Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and the representative of Egypt expressed condolences on behalf of his nation.

Committee Work
The Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary Committee) on Thursday recommended to the General Assembly a draft resolution, by the terms of which it would urge all Member States to pay their contributions to the Organization in full, on time and without conditions.  That draft resolution also addresses the issue of multi-year payment plans to reduce Member States’ arrears to the United Nations budget.

The Fifth Committee also approved, without a vote, a draft resolution on the scale of assessments for the apportionment of expenses of the United Nations and the Committee recommended that the Assembly take note of the report of the Committee on Contributions and the Secretary-General’s report on multi-year payment plans. 

In connection with the latter, the Assembly would reaffirm paragraph one of its resolution 57/4B, by which it endorsed the conclusions of the Committee on Contributions regarding multi-year plans. 

Again, for your background, the Committee on Contributions had agreed that Member States should be encouraged to submit multi-year payment plans as a useful tool for reducing their unpaid assessments; and recommended that plans should remain voluntary and should not be linked to other measures.  For those States that were in a position to submit a plan, that submission and the state of implementation should be taken into account as one factor in considering requests for exemption under Article 19.

That’s all I have for you.  Questions, yes? 

Questions and Answers
Question:  About the Third Committee.  I thought I saw a document last week saying that it was going to take up a series of resolutions on human rights.  I never saw that those were taken up.  Have you any idea when those would be taken up or have I missed them?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  I think they’re being discussed but I’ll come back to you immediately after this briefing. 

Question:  Last Tuesday, about 12 ambassadors met with the President of the General Assembly about a United Nations resolution being brought on the United Nations reform agenda on the expansion of the Security Council.  And they told him that any resolution at this point in time would undermine the United Nations system and wreck the reform process.  Do you know if any resolution is now being considered?  Or do you know about that?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Last week, the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, met with a series of ambassadors as part of the consultations he’s been holding as part of the framework of United Nations reform, and I’m not at liberty to talk to you about the content of those consultations.  But let me take this opportunity to reiterate what President Jean Ping has said repeatedly, which is that the reform of the United Nations has to be taken as a total, which includes the Security Council and the General Assembly, and the linkage between those bodies and other bodies such as ECOSOC.  And within that framework, he has tirelessly gone ahead and held consultations with Member States, small and big. 

Question:  Is there a move, that’s what I’m wondering, in the G4 -- Japan, Germany, India and Brazil -- where States that want to bring about this resolution on the reform agenda in general, and Security Council expansion.  Is this a move that you know of?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Not to my knowledge from the President’s point of view, because I’m not able to give you the content of these consultations. 

Question:  Same question on reform and the Presidency.  Some States have said that reform should be agreed by all States of the United Nations.  Is that the position of the President?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  When the president came on board in June, he undertook extensive consultations with Member States.  So that process of consultations has continued during his tenure so as to get as broad a consensus within the 191 Member States as possible.  Because he has always emphasized that the value of the United Nations has always been that the issues of a global nature need to be resolved within a global framework. 

OK.  Thank you.
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