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Associated Press Worldstream 

October 15, 2002 

U.N. scientists start examining Bosnia's soil, water for depleted uranium contamination 

      A United Nations team on Tuesday launched its first probe in Bosnia into the effects of depleted uranium on

      the environment, seven years after NATO bombed Bosnian Serb forces to halt their siege of Sarajevo. 

      Scientists from the U.N. Environment Program are to work with Bosnian experts to determine whether

      depleted uranium contaminated the soil, plants and water, as well as its effects on people's health, said the

      team's chief, Pekka Haavisto. 

      "The study will assess short-term and long-term effects ... and give recommendations on how to eliminate

      any possible danger," Haavisto told reporters about the probe. The 17-member international team is to

      complete the study, estimated to cost US$300,000, by March 2003. The funds are provided by Switzerland

      and Italy. 

      "Samples of water, soil and plants will be tested for toxic material and radioactivity in laboratories in

      Switzerland, Italy and Great Britain," Haavisto said. 

      The scientists will also visit hospitals across Bosnia to look for a possible increase in radiation-related

      diseases, he added. 

      The team's first stop Tuesday was at a former Serb military factory in Hadzici, a Sarajevo suburb and one of

      seven sites that will be the focus of the U.N. investigation. 

      At the start of the Bosnian war, Serb forces seized the suburbs and hills around Sarajevo from where they

      staged the 1992-1995 siege of the Bosnian capital. 

      In 1995, NATO pounded these sites and Bosnian Serb military facilities in the region to lift the siege and stop

      the country's ethnic conflict. 

      Alliance aircraft used munitions containing depleted uranium, a slightly radioactive heavy metal. Buried in the  soil, such ordnance can contaminate ground water, leading to anything up to a 100-fold increase in uranium

      levels in drinking water. 

      According to the Bosnian government, some 10,800 of such rounds - 30 mm armor-piercing projectiles -

      were fired in Bosnia. 

      Although this is the first such U.N. study in Bosnia, earlier speculations that the ammunition may have

      adversely affected the health of not only the local population but also of the international peacekeepers in

      Bosnia had prompted several governments to investigate their troops serving in this Balkan country. 

      A similar U.N. study has been conducted on sites in neighboring Yugoslavia and its ethnic Albanian province

      of Kosovo, where NATO's 1999 bombing campaign halted a Yugoslav army crackdown on

      independence-seeking Albanians. 

      The U.N. scientists there found areas where the soil and even the air were contaminated by depleted

      uranium but concluded those levels did not threaten the environment or human health. However, the U.N.

      recommended precautionary measures at those sites. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

UN Assesses Depleted Uranium in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina, October 15, 2002 (ENS) - At the request of  the government of Bosnia-Herzegovina, a team of experts from the United  Nations Environment Programme is investigating 12 sites in the country that   may have been targeted by ordnance containing depleted uranium (DU)  during the Bosnian conflict in 1994 and 1995. 

The 17 member team UNEP Depleted Uranium Assessment Team began its  research October 12 and will be in the field until October 24. Their conclusions will be presented in a report to be published in March 2003. 

Pekka Haavisto examines a DU  munitions target for  radioactivity. (Photo courtesy UNEP Post Conflict Assessment Unit)

The assessment mission  is headed by Pekka  Haavisto, the former Finnish environment  minister who has led war  damage assessment teams in the Balkans, and most  recently in the Palestinian  Territories. 

"UNEP's aim is to determine whether the use of depleted uranium during the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina                      may pose health or environmental risks - either now or in the future," said Haavisto. 

"Previous studies of DU in Kosovo and Serbia recommended that governments and civilians take precautionary action to avoid contact with DU," he said. 

The team will take soil, water, air and vegetation samples at six sites that have been identified by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as having been struck by DU weapons. They will examine six other sites that local residents believe may have also been targeted. 

At the request of the local authorities, the medical sub-team, led by an expert from the World Health Organization (WHO), will examine data on cancer rates in the main urban centres of Sarajevo and Banja Luka. They will also visit a local hospital in Bratunac to meet with the local medics and with patients who  may have been exposed to DU during the conflict. 

The mission is being funded by the governments of Italy and Switzerland. 

Radioactive materials found by a UNEP  post-conflict assessment team in Vinca, Serbia in 2001 (Photo courtesy UNEP)

The assessment team includes experts from UNEP, the Swedish Radiation Protection Authority, Spiez Laboratory of Switzerland,Italy's National Environmental Protection Agency,  the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Greek Atomic Energy Commission, the U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventative Medicine, the                                                Nuclear Safety Institute of the  Russian Academy of Sciences, and the University of Bristol, UK. 

The samples being collected will be analyzed in detail for radioactivity and toxicity in the Spiez Laboratory, in Italy's National Environmental Protection Agency lab, and at Bristol University. 

The uranium remaining after removal of the enriched fraction contains about 99.8 percent 238U, 0.25 percent of 235U and 0.001 percent 234U by mass. This  material is referred to as depleted uranium or DU. 

Due to its high density, about twice that of lead, and other properties, DU is  used in munitions designed to penetrate armor plate and for protection of  military vehicles such as tanks. 

DU is described by the World Health Organization (WHO) in an April 2001  Fact Sheet as "weakly radioactive." A radiation dose from it would be about 60 percent of that from purified natural uranium with the same mass. 

DU has both chemical and radiological toxicity that affects the kidneys and  the lungs. 

UNEP's Balkans Task Force report giving field measurements taken around selected impact sites in Kosovo indicates that contamination by DU in the environment was localized to a few tens of meters around impact sites. 

"We learned," UNEP reports, "that still, more than two years after the end of  the conflict, particles of DU dust can be detected from soil samples and from  sensitive bio-indicators like lichen." 

The "extremely low" levels were only detectable through lab analysis, but UNEP confirmed that "contamination at the targeted sites is widespread, though no significant level of radioactivity can be measured." 

Djakovica, Kosovo. UNEP assessment team member  measures DU contamination with a gamma meter. (Photo                   courtesy UNEP)

But the task force found  that levels of DU may be  significantly raised over background levels in close proximity to DU contaminating events. Over the days and years following such an event, WHO warns, the contamination will become dispersed into the wider natural environment. "People living or working in affected areas can inhale dusts and can consume contaminated food and drinking water." 

"Levels of contamination in food and drinking water could rise in affected areas after some years and should be monitored where it is considered that there is a reasonable possibility of significant quantities of DU entering the                      ground water or food chain," the agency says. 

Young children playing in or near DU impact sites could ingest the radioactive substance lingering in contaminated soil when putting their fingers in their mouths, WHO warns. 

There is a possibility of lung tissue damage leading to a risk of lung cancer if a high enough radiation dose results from insoluble DU compounds remaining in the lungs for many years, says WHO. "No reproductive or developmental  effects have been reported in humans, but studies are limited." 

The UNEP Balkans assessment team used modern air sampling techniques and detected airborne DU particles at two sites, indicating for the first time, that the radioactive substance could remain in the air for months, and                      possibly for years. 

"One of the most significant findings," of the Balkans research, UNEP says, is that "future risks to groundwater maybe posed by the gradual corrosion of DU penetrators." The magnitude of this risk is unknown, and UNEP                      recommended continued monitoring. 

In April 2001, WHO published a monograph entitled "Depleted Uranium:  Sources, Exposures and Health Effects" which reviews the best available scientific literature on uranium and depleted uranium. 
____________________________________________________________________________________

World Market Research Center

Depleted Uranium Contamination Assessed by UN 

       The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has begun the examination of sites that are thought to be

      contaminated by depleted uranium that was used by NATO forces during the 1992-1995 war. Some 12 sites are due to be tested, with the final results expected to be available in March 2003. A similar assessment      that was carried out in Yugoslavia during 2001 concluded that depleted uranium weapons used by NATO in

      the 1999 shelling caused no widespread contamination and thus posed no significant health or environmental risks. However, the official line is contradicted by the above-average cancer rates amongst both local populations and foreign soldiers employed during the conflicts in former Yugoslavia, thus requiring further assessment of the situation.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Britons support moves to protect elephants
  LONDON - Most Britons want the government to take action to protect elephants in Africa and Asia and oppose moves that could lead to a resumption in the trade of ivory, according to a poll published. 

  The survey commissioned by the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) showed that 93 percent of Britons believe the government should support a policy to save elephants from poachers. 

  Nearly 85 percent said leaders should vote against a proposal by five African countries at a meeting next month that could lead to a resumption in ivory trading. 

  "In terms of public opinion, the British government has a clear mandate to help protect elephants and oppose any resumption in ivory trading," said John Leaman, an associate director of MORI which conducted the poll. 

  Britain is finalising its voting position at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) which is meeting in Santiago, Chile in November. 

  The IFAW is urging Britain to oppose proposals by South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe and Zambia to reinstate a legal ivory trade. 

  "We believe this is the position shared by the British public," Phyllis Campbell-McRae, the UK director of IFAW, told a news conference. 

  Only three percent of the 1,002 adults who were interviewed for the poll, said the government should not take a stance on the issue. 

  Renowned conservationist and palaeontologist Richard Leakey, the former head of the Kenyan Wildlife Service, said there is no way to distinguish legal stockpiles from illegal elephant tusks so poaching will go up massively to meet demand for ivory in China and Japan  where it is sculpted into decorative objects. 

  "People have forgotten the crisis elephants face," he said. 

  He warned that if the ivory ban is eased it will lead to an increase in poaching and the illegal trading of ivory and the deaths of elephants  in Asia and Africa. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

The economic impact of global warming

 World Business Review 

Europe's leading insurance companies are now so  worried by global warming, they are likely to use their               financial muscle to get governments and the world's oil companies to do more to cut greenhouse gas               emissions. 

A greenhouse gas conference organised by the reinsurer, Swiss Re, has been discussing a report backed by nearly 300 financial institutions, which argued that global warming now poses a "serious threat" to the               world economy. 

The insurers have been drawing on the findings of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,               which concluded we can no longer be in any doubt that humans do effect the weather. 

The result, say the insurers, is that in the next decade, the annual cost of global warming will hit $150bn a year               - that's five times the annual earnings of the entire population of Nigeria. 

More variable weather? 

Andrew Dlugolenski, who helped write the report, told  World Business Review there are now so many assets,               and so many people living in dangerous areas, like storm tracks or beside the coast, that the economic   damage from climate change is going to be huge. 

"The real problem will be in the Third World, in places like Bangladesh, some places in India like  Mumbai (Bombay), Indonesia. These places are all the most exposed, because of their very low coast  lines," he said. 

Mr Dlugolenski says that if the predictions from climate experts come true, then extreme variability in the weather will worsen, with more examples of events like  the recent floods in Europe and the failure of the Indian monsoon. 

               Influence 

Insurers make up a big part of the financial services industry, which is not without influence since it manages $26 trillion of assets of companies, including of course those involved in the fossil fuel industry. 

So will it use its influence to change government policies and the policies of the big  oil companies? 

It may sound simple, but Europe's leading financial institutions know there are big barriers currently blocking any more radical action to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 

The barriers are both political - with countries unwilling to give up secure supplies of energy in an uncertain international climate - and technical. 

               Switching fuels 

Michael Marvin, president of the US business council for sustainable energy, admits that renewable energy sources will continue to make up a small proportion of energy demand for some time to come. 

However, Mr Marvin argues that America could reduce its greenhouse gas emissions dramatically simply by reducing its dependence on burning coal, which is the dirtiest of fuel sources and yet generates 55% of America's electricity. 

"Even fuel switching, from one fossil fuel to another, from coal to  natural gas, will reduce emissions about 40% to 60% per unit of energy, any time that we can make that transition," he said. 

Mr Marvin is critical of the decision by the world's biggest energy provider, Exxon Mobil, in the early 1990s to pull out of solar power after spending $500m on research. 

"The idea that a marketplace can grow 30% or 40% year after year after year, a company cannot make money in that or recognise the opportunities in that - maybe that says more about the company than the technology?" he said. 

Boycott 

Exxon's rivals BP and Shell maintain active solar and wind divisions and in so doing, have escaped much of the criticism of Exxon that has flooded in from environmental groups. 

      The lobby group, Greenpeace has launched a campaign to persuade consumers to boycott Exxon's fuel, which trades under the Esso name in Europe. 

Greenpeace claims that lobbying from Exxon was behind President Bush's decision to pull America out of the Kyoto Treaty aimed at cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

Greenpeace also argues that Exxon has in the past downplayed the link between increased burning of fossil fuels and severe weather. 

               Action 

Gordon Sawyer, head of Exxon's public affairs in Britain, told World Business Review there continued to be "well documented gaps in the climate science", but nonetheless Exxon took "the risk of climate change seriously". 

Mr Sawyer said that inaction was "totally inappropriate" and pointed to Exxon's big investment in energy efficiency in its own

operations as well as the money it has spent in cooperation with Toyota and General Motors on hydrogen-based fuel cell technology to reduce carbon emissions from cars. 

The question ahead is whether Exxon's reaction to the fears about climate change - described by Mr Sawyer as "learn as you go" type of action - will be fast enough to appease the environmental critics and its investors. 

Mr Sawyer is clearly against any powerful new subsidies for wind and solar power, arguing that the economic benefits wouldn't justify the costs. 

"We believe in good, competitive markets that do not depend on subsidies," he said. 

Mr Sawyer denies that the Greenpeace boycott is working and says his investors would "look through" attempts to attack Exxon's image, and recognise that Exxon Mobil was "a forward-looking, technology-based               company" committed to meeting the growing energy requirements of the global economy in a responsible way." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

World failing to reduce  hunger

Continuing struggle: Little has changed since 1996   Ambitious plans to halve world hunger by 2015 are

facing failure, says a report from the United Nations. 

Experts predict that it could take a century to meet the  target if progress were to continue at the current rate. 

Jacques Diouf, the director general of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) said that progress had

"virtually ground to a halt" in the past year. 

It is estimated that 25,000 people a day die as a result of hunger and  poverty. 

Each year, six million children under the age of five are affected. 

The target of cutting the number of hungry in half by 2015 was set in 1996, and the FAO calculates that the               total should fall by at least 24 million a year in order to  meet it. 

However, this would require the progress between 1992 and 2000 to not only be matched in future, but               increased tenfold. 

               Billions pumped in 

The UN has set up an anti-hunger programme which aims to increase investment in developing countries by               $24bn a year. 

An unequal world

Statistics showing global inequality

The latest estimate is that in 1998-2000  there were 840m undernourished people in the world, including 799m in developing countries. 

This is actually more than the previous estimate. 

Most of the increase took place in centralAfrica, driven by warfare in a single country, DR Congo, which has an estimated 36.4m undernourished citizens. 

Biggest improvements took place in China, which relieved hunger for74m. South-east Asia saw most of the major success stories, with malnutrition cut dramatically in Indonesia, Vietnam andThailand. 

In Africa, Nigeria and Ghana recorded significant falls in malnutrition. 

'Far too slow' 

Mr Diouf said: "If we continue at the current pace, we will reach the goal more than 100 years late, closer to the year 2150 than to the year 2015." 

The report also highlights a separate - and more pervasive problem, dubbed "hidden hunger". 

Even though people who suffer it may not be technically malnourished, they lack vital nutrients in their diet and their health suffers as a result. 

Up to two billion people are said to be vulnerable to this. 

Women and children are particularly hard hit, says the report - for example, up to 140m children risk sight problems because they do not have enough vitamin A in their diets.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters                   

  U.N. Food Envoy Questions Safety of Gene Crops

                      Tue Oct 15, 9:03 AM ET

                      GENEVA (Reuters) - A U.N. human rights envoy Tuesday questioned the safety

                      of genetically modified (GM) food and said big corporations had more to gain

                      from its use than poor countries fighting starvation. 

                      Jean Ziegler, the U.N. special investigator on the right to food, said he put the

                      views of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), who say humans are at risk if

                      they consume GM food over a period of time, before that of the World Health

                      Organization (news - web sites), which says it is safe. 

                      "All the nutritionalists, the highly qualified biologists at these NGOs say there is

                      a risk for the human body over the long term," he told journalists. "They say we

                      have not reached a security level and I believe them." 

                      Hunger-stricken countries in southern Africa are torn between accepting GM

                      food aid, mainly from the United States, and concern about its safety and its

                      impact on agriculture and biodiversity. 

                      U.N. agencies, including the WHO, estimate 14.4 people from Lesotho, Malawi,

                      Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Mozambique are threatened by famine.

                      Zimbabwe reversed its initial rejection of GM food aid, but Zambia is still

                      refusing to accept it. 

                      "I'm against the theory of the multinational corporations who say if you are

                      against hunger you must be for GMO. That's wrong," Ziegler said, "There is

                      plenty of natural, normal good food in the world to nourish the double of

                      humanity." 

                      Health questions aside, Ziegler said farmers accepting GM seeds would be

                      forced to continue buying them "for ever" from big biotechnology corporations. 

                      "There is absolutely no justification to produce genetically modified food except

                      the profit motive and the domination of the multinational corporations," said

                      Ziegler, a Swiss former socialist member of parliament. 

                      The envoy reports on the world food situation to the Geneva-based U.N. Human

                      Rights Commission. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Tropical Deforestation Monitored by Satellite 

COLLEGE PARK, Maryland, October 15, 2002 (ENS) - Satellite surveys show that less tropical forests were lost over the past two decades than previously estimated, but that the rate of loss is increasing. 

A research team led by the University of Maryland is the first to provide measures of how much tropical deforestation occurred during the past 20 years based on remote sensing data covering all the world's tropical forests. The team, whose research was supported by the National Aeronautics and  Space Administration (NASA), evaluated weather satellite data using computer models they developed for the study. 

The researchers estimate that carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from tropical deforestation were less than half of previous estimates based on deforestation reports from the United Nations (UN) Food and Agriculture Organization. But they also found that CO2 emissions from tropical deforestation increased by  about 30 percent from the 1980s to the 1990s, contradicting the UN report again. 

In southeast Asia, forest loss increased by as much as 68 percent, the researchers estimated. 

"These findings give us important information for determining the amount of greenhouse gases emitted to the atmosphere from the destruction of forests  and the amount that is taken up by re-growing forests in tropical areas of the  world," said lead researcher Ruth DeFries, an associate professor in the University of Maryland's department of geography and Earth System Science Interdisciplinary Center. 

"It is gratifying to find that more forest remains than we had once thought," DeFries said, noting that less forest destruction means less CO2, a greenhouse gas, has entered the atmosphere from burning and decaying                   vegetation. 

       "But this finding should not confuse the fact that tropical forest continues to disappear at an alarming rate with enormous implications, not only for greenhouse gas emissions, but for diversity of plant and animal species found there," she added. 

   The new findings are important because scientists have not been able to balance the carbon budget. There is less carbon dioxide stored in the atmosphere than researchers estimate is emitted from fossil fuel burning or                      tropical deforestation or absorbed by the ocean. 

Scientists have been working to unravel whether this missing carbon is being absorbed by re-growing forests in the northern hemisphere, by increased  plant activity, or by some other mechanisms. Based on the results of the

DeFries study, less carbon enters the atmosphere from tropical deforestation than previously estimated, so less missing carbon needs to be accounted for. 

The study is scheduled for publication this week in the journal "Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences." 

                                              * * *

                      Clean Coal Technology Installed at Florida Plant 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

October 15, 2002

Famine in Africa is "Overwhelming the System"

allAfrica.com: The spread of famine in Africa now threatens well over 30 million people and is overwhelming the capacity of relief agencies to address the problem, the World Food Program warned in mid-October. On World Food Day, two United Nations agencies have offered a grim prognosis -- both of the danger of famine and of Africa's capacity to address the underlying causes of famine, hunger and malnutrition. "Africa is especially hard hit by drought and other factors this year," says World Food Program spokeswoman Christiane In a telephone interview with allAfrica from Geneva, she cataloged the mind numbing numbers: 14.4 million people at risk in southern Africa, an estimated 14 million more in Ethiopia, one million in Sudan, 1.4 million in Eritrea and 1.5 million in Mauritania and neighboring countries. An additional 3 million could be at risk in Angola, recently emerged from decades of war, and 1.9 million are threatened in Ivory Coast, unless there is a peaceful solution soon to the current rebellion that has split the country. Even in areas where there is no acute famine, many Africans face a growing problem of chronic hunger and malnutrition. "To put it bluntly, the state of food security in the world is not good," writes Jacques Diouf, Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in an introduction to the 2002 edition of the State of Food Insecurity in the World, released October 15. "The cost of inaction is prohibitive. The cost of progress is both calculable and affordable," says Diouf.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210150128.html
WWF Asks Fish Ministers to Make Bold Decisions

World Wildlife Fund (Brussels): WWF, the conservation organization, asked Ministers meeting yesterday in Luxembourg at the European Union Fisheries Council to make bold decisions on the reform the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). In a letter handed to Ministers entering the meeting, the Director General of WWF International, Claude Martin, said "Bold decisions can and must be made. Business as usual is not an option. Taking decisive, planned steps towards sustainability is an attractive option compared to the disastrous and far-reaching social, economic, and environmental consequences of maintaining current levels of overfishing and inappropriate harmful."  Claude Martin also drew the Ministers attention to three recent bold decisions on marine protection and fisheries management including the establishment by Mozambique one of the world's poorest nations of 1,500 km2 of marine protected area, previously plagued by unsustainable fishing, as part of the new Quirimbas National Park, as well as a doubling to 1,400 km2 of the Bazaruto Archipelago National Park into areas where industrial trawlers are a threat to the critically endangered dugong.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210150713.html
Zambian decision on GM Grain Expected Imminently

ActionAid (London): This week, the government of Zambia is expected to announce whether it will take GM grain as food aid. Because of the seriousness of the issue and of the situation in southern Africa, ActionAid is speaking out on GM food aid. We currently fund famine relief work in Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe and have 30 years of field experience.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210150558.html
Celebrating A Hundred Years of Mountain Gorilla Conservation

Africa Wildlife Foundation (Washington, DC): The African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) announced today that a baby Mountain Gorilla was rescued from poachers in Rwanda on the 4th of October and returned to the wild mountain forests of the Virunga volcanoes of Africa. The baby is being kept under observation to ensure its adoption into a new family of gorillas. "This week marks the 100th anniversary of the first European discovery of the Mountain Gorilla, and saving this baby gorilla showcases the steady and determined efforts of the first century of modern gorilla conservation," said Patrick J. Bergin, Ph.D., President and CEO of the African Wildlife Foundation. Ironically, it was a hundred years ago, on October 17, 1902, that Captain Oscar von Beringei catapulted the apes to the attention of western science by shooting two gorillas. Those killings immortalized Beringei's own fame when the Mountain Gorilla later received the taxonomic designation Gorilla beringei beringei. Africa's Volcano National Park, (IUCN Biosphere Reserve), Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, and Parc National des Virunga (UNESCO World Heritage Sites) which stretch across Rwanda, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo are home to an estimated 668 Mountain Gorillas. They are the rarest of the great apes.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210150491.html
Zim, Partners Seek to Resume Ivory Trade

The Herald (Harare): ZIMBABWE and four other Southern African counterparts - Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zambia - have launched a campaign to secure the support of parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species and the international conservation community in allowing the limited trade of elephant products. The five SADC countries addressed the European Parliament and visited strategic groups in the international conservation

community on the issue of reopening trade of ivory in Brussels and United States.

Kenya, which is opposed to the trade in ivory, also requested to make a presentation at the meeting. The southern African countries are of the view that the resumption of a controlled legal trade in ivory will not affect the already present illegal trade.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210150356.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topical News Issues
World’s largest marine reserve
The Star (Malaysia), Oct 15, 2002 
Wrath of global warming
MORE frequent and more devastating storms caused by climate change could cost an annual US$150bil (RM570bil) within the next ten years, possibly bankrupting financial services firms, a United Nations-backed report warned.  
Comissioned by the UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) finance initiative, the report said worldwide economic losses from natural disasters appeared to be doubling every ten years.  
Dugongs dwindle further
VIETNAM’S dwindling population of dugongs has been further reduced with at least six of the whiskered sea mammals killed by fishermen over the past month, according to official media reports. 
…The United Nations Environment Programme says the animals could become extinct within 25 years. It says the dugong population has been devastated by pollution, coastal development, fishing nets and trophy hunting in recent years, leaving an estimated 1,000 to 2,000 worldwide. Only a few hundred are believed to live in South-East Asia. 
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2002/10/15/features/greenote1510&newspage=Search 

Haze feared to worsen in next few days: Report 
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta, Oct 16, 2002 - The haze blanketing Central Kalimantan and South Kalimantan has worsened over the past few days, Antara reported on Monday.
In Palangkaraya, Central Kalimantan, the news agency reported that thick haze had shrouded the city and reduced visibility to between two and three meters, making it dangerous for motorists. 
Climatologists predicted that the haze would reach its highest level within the next few days, it said. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailnational.asp?fileid=20021015.D06&amp;irec=5 


Delhi tourism warms up for climate convention 
 New Delhi ,October 14, 2002 (Amba Batra) - For the first time after the ’82 Asiad, Delhi will play host to 5,000 delegates from 186 countries. 
The 8th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) will be held in the Capital, beginning October 23. 
Though the international conference will concern negotiations on climate change, the Ministry of Tourism is looking at it as a golden opportunity to showcase Delhi. ‘‘The pressure is high on performing well as we don’t know when so many people will visit India next,’’ says Rajiv Talwar, managing director, Delhi Tourism and Transportation Development Corporation (DTTDC) — the official transporters for the event. 
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=32448 

Global warming to badly hit Jakarta 
 The Jakarta Post, Oct 16, 2002 (Bambang Nurbianto), Jakarta - With the world still unable or unwilling to curb carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, coastal cities like Jakarta should begin preparing for the impacts of global warming, an environmental expert said.
Agus Pratama Sari, an executive director at the environmental research organization Pelangi, said the impact of global warming on coastal cities would include worsening floods, infrastructure damage, water scarcity and an increase in contagious diseases. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailcity.asp?fileid=20021015.G04&amp;irec=3 

CM wants pollution norms enforced
The Times of India, OCTOBER 15, 2002 - CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief minister Amarinder Singh expressed concern over the increasing environmental pollution in many parts of the state, while presiding over a high-level meeting of senior cabinet ministers and officials here on Monday evening.
Amarinder said that complaints had been received from residents of both urban and rural areas about the poor quality of drinking water and the unsatisfactory disposal of solid wastes.

He directed Punjab Pollution Control Board chairman Satish Chandra to strictly enforce the norms for pollution levels in the state.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=25298740 

SC issues notice to state on Ganga pollution
The Times of India, October 8, 2002 - [image: image1.png]


NEW DELHI: Taking serious note of continued pollution of Ganga river and its tributaries due to direct discharge of sewage, the Supreme Court has issued notices to eight states and 122 municipalities asking them as to why they have not erected oxidation ponds to treat the waste water. 
The notices were issued recently by a Bench headed by Justice G B Pattanaik on an application moved by counsel Vijay Panjwani, appearing for Central Pollution Control Board, seeking a direction to the respondents to maintain oxidation ponds for treatment of sewage as envisaged under Ganga Action Plan, on which already Rs 400 crore have been spent. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=24504706 


Vietnam Seeks Dutch Help For Coastal Zone Management
HANOI, Oct 15 (OANA/VNA) -- Vietnam has asked for Dutch expertise in setting up a coastal zone management centre to curb wanton exploitation of natural resources along its 3,600 km coastline in 29 maritime provinces and cities. 
Scientists met here on Oct 14 to discuss the feasibility study of the project, trying to solve a double-edged problem to coastal resources, namely to keep balance between environmental protection and economic development, especially that of aquaculture and food-processing and entertainments industries. 
http://www3.bernama.com/B2002/news.shtml?world/wo1510_1 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE  OF 15 OCTOBER 2002
UNEP and UN in the News

Musa touts moves to beef up environmental rules

Lebanon,15 October: Environment Minister Michel Musa said Monday that implementing decrees for a recently endorsed Environmental Code were on the way.Musa’s comments came during the Second Regional Seminar on Sustainable Ecotourism in the Arab World, organized by the ministry in cooperation with the UN Environment Program at the Byblos Sur Mer Hotel in Jbeil. UNEP official Cornelius do Goshti said sustainable tourism aimed at fighting poverty in developing countries, stressing the importance of cooperation between local associations and the private and public sectors.Musa said the ministry would set a national strategy to promote sustainable tourism.Meanwhile, the ministry also maintains efforts to promote nature reserves by seeking the endorsement.
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/15_10_02/art30.asp
The economic impact of global warming 

(BBC, World Business Review, 14 October)

Europe's leading insurance companies are now so worried by global warming, they are likely to use their financial muscle to get governments and the world's oil companies to do more to cut greenhouse gas emissions. A greenhouse gas conference organised by the reinsurer, Swiss Re, has been discussing a report backed by nearly 300 financial institutions, which argued that global warming now poses a "serious threat" to the world economy. 

The insurers have been drawing on the findings of the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which concluded we can no longer be in any doubt that humans do effect the weather.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2327795.stm
World failing to reduce hunger

15 October: Ambitious plans to halve world hunger by 2015 are facing failure, says a report from the United Nations. Experts predict that it could take a century to meet the target if progress were to continue at the current rate. Jacques Diouf, the director general of FAO said that progress had "virtually ground to a halt" in the past year. The target of cutting the number of hungry in half by 2015 was set in 1996, and the FAO calculates that the total should fall by at least 24 million a year in order to meet it. 

However, this would require the progress between 1992 and 2000 to not only be matched in future, but increased tenfold. The UN has set up an anti-hunger programme which aims to increase investment in developing countries by $24bn a year. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2329479.stm
General environment news

Aftenposten (the major Norwegian newspaper), 15 October: A central aim of any Norwegian aid for development programmes has been to contribute to responsible management of the environment. However, the State’s Revision Committee after controlling 4 terminated projects in Tanzania and Sri Lanka discovered serious weaknesses in this respect, and in particular where NORAD has been involved. NORAD receives a third of all development funds for bilateral assistance. Hence, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has decided to go through all the routine handling of the funds in the field. NORAD defends itself basically on possible weaknesses in reporting of statistics and data, rather than on lack of respect for environmental regulations. 

http://www.aftenposten.no/nyheter/miljo/article.jhtml?articleID=417937
Les aspects environnementaux de l'Elargissement – 13 October

Selon la plupart des estimations, le marché environnemental des pays

candidats devrait représenter de 50 à 100 Millards d'euros pour mettre en

oeuvre les directives européennes dans le domaine de l'environnement. Mais

ces dépenses devraient aussi être un gain net pour ces pays dans la mesure

où elles apportent un bénéfice social pour l'écosystème, la santé (moins de

dépenses médicales), le tourisme, ou enfin une diminution sensible du coût

de la pollution.

http://www2.dree.org
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –  15 October 2002

www.ips.org

Endangered Species
On planet Earth, there are 11,167 species of animals and plants that are known to be in danger of extinction, warns the latest edition of the so-called "Red List" published by the World Conservation Union (IUCN), considered an important tool for evaluating the state of biological diversity.

The Red List of Threatened Species 2002 includes 121 entries more than in the previous edition, from 2000.

In an information kit accompanying the Red List, the IUCN warns that many species are diminishing to critical population levels. The conservation organizations also states that the loss of biodiversity is one of the most pressing crises affecting the world, while acknowledging that concern and awareness are increasing about how biological resources are needed for human life as well.

The species included in the Red List are categorized according to their level of risk: critical, threatened or vulnerable. The IUCN estimates that the threat of extinction today is 1,000 to 10,000 times greater than it would be naturally, without the intervention of human activities and their impacts on the Earth.

www.tierramerica.net
BRAZIL: A Tree's Prodigious Absorption of Carbon Dioxide

RIO DE JANEIRO - Known as the jatobá, guapinol or algarrobo, the tree with the Latin name Hymenaea courbaril, found in Latin American and Caribbean tropical and subtropical forests, has an unusually high capacity to absorb carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas associated with global warming, says a Brazilian study. 

The jatobá, as it is known in Brazil, grows faster if there is a greater presence of CO2, discovered the researchers at the Botanical Institute of Sao Paulo. 

The seedlings of this species doubled their absorption of the gas and increased their biomass by 50 percent when grown in an environment of 720 parts per million of CO2, twice the current concentration of the gas in the Earth's atmosphere. 

However, investigations must continue to determine whether these trees preserve this ability, and whether it occurs in the natural forest environment. 

COSTA RICA: Pro-Turtle Campaign
SAN JOSE - The independently run Sea Turtle Restoration Program (PRETOMA) will soon launch an international campaign aimed at preserving the baula turtle in Costa Rica. 

The biologists of the organization explained to Tierramérica their aim to raise 15 million dollars in the United States and Europe to purchase part of the northwestern beach known as Playa Grande, on the Pacific coast, where the impacts human activities are endangering the turtles. 

PRETOMA's plan is then to donate the acquired land to the government, which is to manage the area as a national park. 

Playa Grande is one of the main areas of the Americas where the baula turtle lays its eggs. The species is in danger of extinction. 

MESO-AMERICA: Funds for the PPP
TEGUCIGALPA - The Central American Economic Integration Bank (BCIE) this month approved a 150,000-dollar contribution to back the Puebla-Panama Plan (PPP), the initiative to physically integrate southern Mexico and Central America. 

According to BCIE officials, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica are to receive 30,000 dollars each to identify and prepare projects under the framework of the PPP goals: contribute to the area's physical integration, facilitate shipment of goods and reduce transportation costs. 

The regional bank intends to participate in the PPP with an initial sum of 608 million dollars in investment projects and 800,000 dollars in pre-investments.

__________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA) 

15 October 2002
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Mexico Drops Shark Fishing Plan, Los Angeles Times, 15/10:  Ecologists and sport-fishing fans have succeeded in blocking a decree by the Mexican government that would have increased commercial shark fishing and threatened other fish stocks.  Mexico currently requires shark vessels to stay 50 miles offshore; the new rule would have allowed them to come within a half-mile of the coast, dragging mile-wide nets and six-mile-long lines that ensnare marlin, sailfish, dorado, and other game fish populations. The outpouring of public protest about the proposal was an embarrassment to President Vicente Fox, who suspended the shark fishing decree in mid-September and asked for public hearings on it.  On Friday, those opposed to the rule change got their way -- but the Mexican shark fishing industry still remains largely unregulated.  (See http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-fg-shark15oct15,0,1763692.story?coll=la%2Dnews%2Dscience)

US NEWS

US urged to wake up to "coffee with a conscience", Reuters, 15/10:  Americans are being urged to wake up to "coffee with a conscience" as labour rights activists draw attention to the bitter realities of the world coffee trade.  The "Fair Trade" movement, which seeks to pay Third World coffee growers enough to adequately feed and educate their families, is gaining momentum - promoted by non-profit groups and a new advertising campaign.  But critics of the movement say it does little to help coffee workers on large plantations that are not eligible for fair trade guidelines.  (See http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18175/story.htm)

Can 'clean diesel' power past gasoline?, Christian Science Monitor, 15/10:  To those worried about air pollution, America's enginemakers want to say two words: Clean diesel.  Admittedly, it sounds like a contradiction. Nevertheless, urged on by ever-tougher emissions standards, manufacturers and researchers are turning sooty old truck engines into clean-burning power plants. If they meet the challenge, the nation's trucks, buses – even many of its sport-utility vehicles and cars – will be running on clean diesel for years to come.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1015/p16s01-wmgn.html)

Manufacturers make cleaner air, Chicago Tribune, 15/10:  Hundreds of manufacturers, from industries as diverse as steel and concrete, are going beyond U.S. environmental regulations to voluntarily reduce the amount of pollutants they produce. But getting customers and other industry leaders to follow suit has become a tough sell. On Wall Street, doubters say such an environmental push does not affect profits and stock prices enough to spark a trend.  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0210150107oct15.story)

CANADIAN NEWS

Kyoto emissary faces uphill battle in Alberta. National Post, 15/10:  The federal government's top Kyoto negotiator is expected to encounter stiff resistance today when he meets with Alberta's oil and gas industry to persuade them to accept restrictions on their growth.  George Anderson, deputy minister of Natural Resources, will outline Ottawa's latest plan to have large industrial enterprises limit their emissions of greenhouse gases under the Kyoto Protocol on climate change.  Overall, Canada's large industrial sector will have to contribute 55 megatonnes of greenhouse gas reductions annually to meet the federal government's Kyoto implementation plan.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={A3E8B820-432A-4771-A133-6E20D6C91B1E})

Pesticides banned many years ago still in some foods, Globe and Mail, 15/10:  What do butter, meat loaf, cantaloupe, peanuts, and popcorn have in common?  Persistent organic pollutants.  Banned in the U.S. since the 1970s, POPs such as the pesticides DDT and deldrin still contaminate 20 percent of the food we eat, according to a report by the San Francisco-based Pesticide Action Network.  Based on an analysis of U.S. government data, the group found that adults may be ingesting up to 90 times the acceptable limit of POPs, which are described as "among the most insidiously dangerous compounds ever produced."  The report was published in the Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health alongside another study showing that three-quarters of conventionally grown produce and one-quarter of organically grown produce contain chemical residues.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

__________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General in China

           Today in Beijing, the Secretary-General met with Vice President Hu Jintao, Vice Premier Qian Qichen and

     other senior officials, and continued to press with them the case for the full mobilization of Chinese society to fight an  alarming growth in AIDS infections.

           In his meeting with Vice President Hu, the Secretary-General discussed the UN development goals, saying

     that international cooperation, in areas ranging from terrorism to economic development, was more important than ever after 11 September.  He said, “We can’t afford another failed state like Afghanistan”, referring to the period when world inattention towards Afghanistan allowed it to become a bastion for organized terror.

           He also pledged to work with China on human rights issues and repeated his message, delivered at Zhejiang University yesterday, that all levels of society must be involved in the fight against AIDS.  He added, on AIDS, “We  must remove the stigma.”

           Vice President Hu said that AIDS was a public health menace for all mankind and that China was paying

     close attention to its prevention and control, with all society needing to be engaged in the fight.  The Secretary-General said he was heartened by that attitude.

           The Secretary-General met with the most active leaders in the fight against AIDS, including Health Minister Dr.Zhang Wenkang and Professor Zeng Yi, President of the China Foundation for AIDS Prevention and Control.

           He told them, “We need all hands on deck.”

           In the late afternoon, the Secretary-General met with Vice Premier Qian, who also said that AIDS deserved the attention of all governments, adding that China took it very seriously and had mobilized its medical sector to join in the search for a cure.

           The Secretary-General described the meeting he had just had on AIDS and his efforts to prod the major drug firms to lower their prices for AIDS medications in poor countries.

           The Secretary-General and Qian also discussed Iraq and the Security Council’s efforts to agree on a formula for the return of weapons inspectors.

           The Vice Premier then hosted a dinner in the Secretary-General’s honor, during which their substantive talks continued.  The Secretary-General’s official programme in China has concluded, and, after he spends tonight in Beijing, he will leave tomorrow morning for Mongolia.

           **Nane Annan

           Nane Annan, the Secretary-General’s wife, went to a Beijing primary school today where she met with some 200 students as well as officials from China’s main childrens’ books publishers.

           Students of the Jing Shan Primary School presented their main concerns to Nane Annan, including an end to war, the protection of the environment, and education for all girls and boys.  They also appealed for more attention to the growing global problem of AIDS orphans.

           In return, she showed the students slides of the UN’s development work and praised the students for their

     deep compassion and commitment.

           **Security Council -- Recap

           Last night, the Security Council held a formal meeting on threats to international peace and security caused

     by terrorist acts prompted by the weekend car bomb attack in Bali.

           Council members, in a resolution adopted unanimously, condemned the attack as well as other recent

     terrorist attacks in various countries.  It urged all States and international institutions to work with the Indonesian authorities to bring the perpetrators to justice, in accordance with their obligations under resolution 1373 (2001).

           **Security Council - Today

           The Security Council is holding consultations on Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           On Burundi, Under Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, updated members of the

     Security Council on the latest political, security and humanitarian developments in that country.

           Following that, the Council was briefed on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Hedi Annabi.  He brought to the Council's attention the latest surge in fighting in the eastern part of the country, notably in Uvira which was recently seized by the Mai-Mai fighters from the  rebel movement Congolese Rally for Democracy-Goma.

           Tomorrow, the Council is scheduled to begin an open debate on Iraq, which is expected to continue into

     Thursday.  As of 10 a.m., there were 59 speakers on the list.  In addition, the Deputy Secretary-General is expected to speak on behalf of the Secretary-General.

           **Security Council - Sanctions

           Two meetings of Security Council sanctions committees are scheduled for today.

           At 10:30 a.m., the committee monitoring sanctions against Usama bin Laden and his associates in the

     Al-Qaida organization is meeting.

           At 3:30 p.m., the Counter-Terrorism Committee is scheduled to meet again.

           **Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on Somalia

           The Secretary-General in a statement, welcomes the opening today of the Somali National Reconciliation

     Conference in Eldoret, Kenya, under the auspices of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).  He calls on all Somali parties and leaders to cooperate in this regional endeavour aimed at ending a decade of conflict in the country and immense suffering to its people.

           The Secretary-General commends the Government of Kenya for undertaking the lead role on behalf of the

     IGAD countries and for its perseverance in efforts to bring the Somali parties to the negotiating table.  He expresses his appreciation also for the efforts made by the IGAD countries to bring about a coherent regional approach towards national reconciliation in Somalia.

           The Secretary-General would like to underline that no amount of goodwill, support and assistance on the part of IGAD or the international community can bring about peace in Somalia.  Only Somalia’s leaders can decide to end the suffering of their people and only they can decide to negotiate an end to the conflict.  They need to rise above their differences and put the interests of the people of Somalia first and foremost.

           The United Nations and its agencies and programmes are prepared to provide increased humanitarian and

     development assistance if Somali parties and leaders cooperate in ensuring access to those in need and safety to  humanitarian workers in the country.  The United Nations will do all it can to help the people of Somalia heal the  wounds of conflict, including through the deployment of a post-conflict peace-building mission when security conditions  permit.

           The Secretary-General has asked his Special Adviser, Mr. Mohamed Sahnoun, to represent him at the Eldoret Conference together with his Representative for Somalia, Mr. Winston Tubman.

           The Security Council also welcomed the launching of the talks in a press statement issued yesterday

     afternoon.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           We flagged to you yesterday a preliminary observation of the UN humanitarian team that visited Bouake, the scene of fighting between Government and rebel forces, over the weekend.

           Today, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has issued a fuller report from that mission in the  form of a press release.

           The mission witnessed more than 32,000 people fleeing Bouake.  This brings to about 200,000 the number of  people estimated to have left the city.  The displaced persons needed as a priority water, food and medication.

           The Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, which took part in the mission, said it remained extremely concerned about the continuing displacement of both Ivorians and foreigners throughout the country and in Abidjan.

           The World Food Programme said that it was continuing to fly in emergency food aid, especially high-energy biscuits, for persons displaced by the fighting.  It was also stockpiling food aid in Burkina Faso and Ghana in preparation for a possible influx of Ivorians to those two neighbouring countries.

           **DRC/Burundi

           Yesterday, more than 5,000 refugees crossed the border into Burundi from the Democratic Republic of the

     Congo (DRC) in attempt to flee the fighting in the eastern part of the DRC.

           A joint UN/NGO team traveled to the area this morning to assess the situation.

           Over the weekend, nearly 2,000 refugees arrived in Burundi after the south Kivu town of Uvira, on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, fell to the Mai-Mai militia.

           **Oil for Food

           According to figures released by the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP) in their weekly update, Iraqi oil

     exports under the programme registered an average low of about 600,000 barrels per day in the week ending 11 October.

           The week’s exports generated an estimated $105 million in revenue.

           It should be noted that a number of vessels that began loading during the period in review, completed the

     process only over the weekend of 12 - 13 October and these will be reflected in next week’s export figures.

           Iraq would need to export about $7 billion worth of oil during the current phase, which ends on 25 November in order to meet its humanitarian programme budget of over $5 billion.  So far in this phase, Iraqi oil exports have netted about $3.3 billion in revenue.

           A similar revenue shortfall from earlier phases of the programme has left more than $2.7 billion worth of

     approved humanitarian supply contracts without funds.

           The full text of the OIP weekly update is available upstairs.

           **UNEP

           In a press release issued today, the UN Environment Programme announced that a team of 17 experts arrived  in Bosnia and Herzegovina on Saturday to conduct research on the possible environmental effects of Depleted Uranium ordinance used during the 1994-1995 Bosnian conflict.

           The team will take soil, water, air and vegetation samples at six sites that have been identified by the North

     Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as having been struck by DU weapons.

           This programme is being conducted at the request of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

           The press release is available upstairs.

           **Myanmar

           Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, the Special Rapporteur on the situation in Myanmar of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, will visit that country at the invitation of the Government from 17 to 28 October 2002.  This will be his fourth visit to the country.

           He will travel to Yangon and other locations outside the capital, and he will hold meetings with Government and judicial officials, representatives of political parties, NGOs, and representatives of the UN system in the country.

           **State of Food Insecurity

           The Food and Agriculture Organization today released its annual hunger report –- “The State of Food

     Insecurity in the World 2002”.  The report says that progress on reducing world hunger has virtually come to a halt and  as a result, millions are dying, including six million children under five years of age.  Latest estimates show 840 million  people are undernourished -– nearly 800 million in developing countries, 30 million in countries in economic transition and 11 million in industrialized countries.

           We have a press release with more information including the Web site address where a full text of the report

     can be found.

           **World Health Organization News

           The World Health Organization today launched a new Tobacco Atlas highlighting the global struggle to control tobacco.  The Atlas provides a statistical profile of the tobacco epidemic using maps and graphics.  It is estimated that  tobacco consumption will kill 8.4 million people a year by 2020, if drastic control measures are not put into effect.

           The Intergovernmental Negotiating Body on the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control is meeting this  week in Geneva, and WHO has once again reiterated its call for governments to raise the price of tobacco products 5 percent over the rate of inflation.  We have more details upstairs.

           **Colombia

           In response to a deteriorating situation in Colombia, UNHCR has just issued a set of guidelines on the

     eligibility of Colombian asylum seekers and refugees.  The guidelines will help governments and refugee advocates dealing with asylum claims.

           In recent months, the number of Colombian asylum seekers has risen sharply.

           So far this year, the total of newly displaced is estimated at between 170,000 and 200,000.  In all, as many as  2 million people are believed to have been forced from their homes in Colombia since 1995.

           **UNDP

           The President of Brazil, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, has been named the winner of the first Mahbub ul Haq Award for Outstanding Contribution to Human Development, the UN Development Programme announced today.

           The Secretary-General offered his congratulations, saying, “President Cardoso’s long-standing dedication to  human progress, and his democratic leadership of Brazil, have raised the standard by which governance can be judged throughout Latin America”.

           **Oral History Collection

           We have a couple more press releases to highlight for you.  This morning, the Dag Hammarskjöld Library

     received a set of more than 100 taped interviews and transcripts to add to its Oral History Collection.  The tapes, which  were presented by the Deputy Director of the UN Oral History Project at Yale University, Jean Krasno, cover major political issues such as UNSCOM and the peace process in El Salvador.  The collection now has over 700 tapes and transcripts and has proven to be a valuable resource for researchers.

           **UNICEF

           And the United Nations Children's Fund announced that the measles vaccination in Afghanistan received a

     boost today with a donation of $750,000 from America’s Fund for Afghan Children. 

           And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we go to Richard?  Yes, please?

           **Questions and Answers    

           Question:   Is there anything about the opening of the Alexandria Museum tomorrow?  I think this is the first  time in something like seven hundred years?  Alexandria, Egypt.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:I don’t have any information with me now, here.  But if after the briefing,  if you come to the office I will give that to you.  Okay?

           Question:   What’s going on in Mongolia?  I am sorry I was late.  I came in in the middle of your…

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:      The Secretary-General finished his visit to China today and he will fly to Mongolia tomorrow morning.

           Question:   Is it related then to, like the nuclear-free zone or any of that stuff?

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:No.  No, it’s just a visit that was planned a long time ago and not linked  to any particular issue or subject.

           All right, Richard?

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The General Committee of the GA met this morning and decided to defer consideration of the inclusion of the  item “the question of the Comorian island of Mayotte” to the 58th Session.  It also decided -- the general committee

     that is -- to recommend the additional agenda item “South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation” in the plenary of this session of the General Assembly.

           The plenary then continued discussion of the Report of the Security Council and the Question of equitable

     representation on an increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters.  Some 58 speakers are listed to speak today and this debate will continue tomorrow.

           The 1st committee continues consideration of draft resolutions on disarmament and related international

     security items.

           The Special Political Committee concludes discussion and takes action on draft resolutions on effects of

     atomic radiation and Question of Tokelau.

           The 3rd committee continues discussion on the rights of children.

           And the 5th committee discusses scale of assessments and reviews administrative and financial functioning of the UN in the area of procurement reform.

           The 6th committee discusses establishment of the International Criminal Court. 

           Looking ahead, there has been a lot of media interest in the human cloning debate, and the Sixth Committee on Thursday afternoon will hear statements on this issue in open session.

           That is I believe, Thursday afternoon and Friday morning.

           Any questions?

           Thank you.

· *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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*
New points raised in Iraqi letters no obstacle to return of UN inspectors, Blix says

*
In China, Annan continues pressing for full mobilization against AIDS

*
Security Council condemns Bali attack as threat to international peace 

*
UN will increase support to Somalia if security improves in the country - Annan

*
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UN human rights expert set to visit Myanmar later this week

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN agency concerned about people displaced by clashes

*
Thousands fleeing DR of Congo for Burundi, UN refugee agency reports

*
Progress in cutting global hunger virtually stopped, UN reports


*
Iraqi crude exports dip under UN ‘oil-for-food’ programme

*
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*
UN refugee agency issues new guidelines on rights of Colombian asylum seekers

*
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*
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*
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*
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* * * *

Iraq

15 October – Recent communications from Iraq were not a sign that Baghdad was reneging on agreements reached early this month in Vienna on the return of United Nations weapons inspector, the chief UN monitor said today.

Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), told reporters there were some points raised by Iraq in two recent letters that needed clarification, but that he did not expect them to be a serious obstacle to the return of UN inspectors after a nearly four-year absence.

“There are some loose ends, yes, and I reported on those to the Council” today, said Mr. Blix outside the Council’s chambers following his briefing. But “I don’t think the remaining ones are of such a nature that we would have delayed deployment because of them.”

As for any timetable for when the inspectors would actually arrive in Iraq, Mr. Blix stressed that his team was waiting for a new Security Council resolution before proceeding. He reiterated that it would be better to have a new mandate in place before heading to Iraq rather than receiving different instructions from the Council after the team has been deployed and begun its work.

“We have waited now for nearly four years, so we’ll have a little patience with the Security Council,” Mr. Blix said. “What I hear from the members of the Council is that they are themselves impatient to get to such a resolution.” He said such a resolution may contain, “things that may affect us, so it is better to have a little patience with [the Council].”

* * *

Secretary-General/China

15 October – Concluding his official visit to China today, the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, pressed government officials with his case for the full mobilization of Chinese society to fight the country’s alarming growth in HIV infections, a UN spokesperson said in New York.

In his meeting in Beijing with Vice-President Hu Jintao, the Secretary-General discussed the UN development goals, saying that international cooperation in areas ranging from terrorism to economic development was more important than ever after the 11 September 2001 terror attacks. “We can’t afford another failed state like Afghanistan,” Mr. Annan said, referring to the period when world inattention towards Afghanistan allowed it to become a bastion for organized terror.

The Secretary-General also pledged to work with China on human rights issues, and repeated his earlier message that all levels of society must be involved in the fight against AIDS. “We must remove the stigma” of the disease, he stressed.

In reply, Vice-President Hu said that AIDS is a public health menace for all mankind and that China is paying close attention to its prevention and control, with all society needing to be engaged in the fight, according to UN spokesperson Hua Jiang. The Secretary-General said he was heartened by that attitude.

Mr. Annan then met with the most active leaders in the fight against AIDS in China, including Health Minister Dr. Zhang Wenkang and Professor Zeng Yi, President of the China Foundation for AIDS Prevention and Control. “We need all hands on deck,” he told them.

In the late afternoon, the Secretary-General met with Vice Premier Qian Qichen, who also said that AIDS deserves the attention of all governments, adding that China takes the issue very seriously and has mobilized its medical sector to join in the search for a cure.

The Secretary-General then described the meeting he had just had on the epidemic and his efforts to prod the major drug firms to lower their prices for AIDS medications in poor countries, Ms. Jiang said.

The two officials also discussed Iraq and the Security Council’s efforts to agree on a formula for the return of weapons inspectors. Their substantive talks continued at a subsequent dinner in the Secretary-General’s honour hosted by the Vice Premier.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s wife, Nane, spent part of the day at a Beijing primary school, where she met with some 200 students as well as officials from China’s main children’s books publisher, Ms. Jiang said.

Students of the Jing Shan Primary School presented their main concerns to Mrs. Annan, including an end to war, the protection of the environment, and education for all girls and boys. They also appealed for more attention to the growing global problem of AIDS orphans. In return, she showed slides of the UN’s development work and praised the students for their deep compassion and commitment.

* * *

Bali attack 

14 October – Denouncing Saturday’s deadly terrorist attack in Bali, Indonesia, the United Nations Security Council today called on all countries to back efforts to bring those responsible to justice. 

In a resolution adopted unanimously this evening, the Council condemned “in the strongest possible terms” not only the bombing in Bali but also “other recent terrorist acts in various countries.” 

Those incidents, like any act of international terrorism, constitute “a threat to international peace and security,” the Council stated, voicing its reinforced determination to combat all forms of the scourge in accordance with its responsibilities under the UN Charter. 

All States were urged “to work together urgently and to cooperate with and provide support and assistance, as appropriate, to the Indonesian authorities in their efforts to find and bring to justice the perpetrators, organizers and sponsors of these terrorist attacks.” 

The Council also expressed condolences to the Government and people of Indonesia and to the victims of the bomb attacks and their families.

* * *

Somalia

15 October - Secretary-General, Kofi Annan today said the United Nations would increase humanitarian and development assistance to Somalia if its parties and leaders guaranteed access to those in need and the safety to humanitarian workers in the country.

“The United Nations will do all it can to help the people of Somalia heal the wounds of conflict, including through the development of a post-conflict peace-building mission when security conditions permit,” the Secretary-General said in a statement read on his behalf at the Somali National Reconciliation Conference which opened today in Eldoret, Kenya.

The conference is organized by the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the regional body composed of Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti, in an effort to reconcile various Somali factions and representatives of civil society and forge a stable peace for the country. The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office for Somalia said yesterday that hundreds of thousands of Somalis are “in desperate need of food, water, shelter and basic security.” 

While congratulating IGAD for its regional approach to the Somali issue, the Secretary General, said however, that no amount of external goodwill, support and assistance could bring peace to Somalia. “Only Somalia’s leaders can decide to end the suffering of their people and only they can decide to negotiate an end to the conflict,” Mr. Annan said.

Calling on Somali parties and leaders to cooperate with IGAD in ending a decade of conflict in the country and immense suffering to their people, Mr. Annan said the leaders must rise above their differences and put the interests of Somalis first and foremost.

* * *

Somalia

14 October – The United Nations Security Council today strongly backed the national reconciliation process for Somalia being launched on Tuesday in Eldoret Town, Kenya, under the auspices of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). 

“Members of the Security Council firmly underscore their united support for the IGAD-sponsored reconciliation process on Somalia and strongly encourage all Somali and regional parties to participate constructively throughout the process in order to achieve the overriding objective of ending the violence and the suffering of the Somali people and bringing them the peace and stability they so dearly deserve,” the Council President, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, told reporters following closed-door consultations. 

Council members also noted with satisfaction the wide regional and international support for IGAD’s unified approach to national reconciliation in Somalia, the President said, adding, “the opportunity to participate must be seized.” 

Reaffirming their commitment to a comprehensive and lasting settlement of the situation in Somalia and their respect for the country’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence and unity, Council members pledged to address continuously the situation in Somalia, according to the President. “Members of the Security Council express their commitment to assist the parties in the implementation of the steps and conclusions for peace in Somalia,” he said. 

The press statement underscored the “crucial role” played by the IGAD Technical Committee comprised of the three frontline States – Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti – in laying the foundations for the process, and encouraged them “to continue to play this positive role.”

* * *

Myanmar

15 October – A United Nations expert is set to travel to Myanmar later this week for talks with government officials and civil society representatives about the country’s human rights situation.

Special Rapporteur Paulo Sergio Pinheiro is scheduled to visit the country from 17 to 28 October at the invitation of the Government. While in Yangon, he will hold meetings with government officials, judicial authorities and other members of the legal profession, as well as  representatives of different political parties and social organizations.

Mr. Pinheiro is also slated to meet in the capital with the heads of diplomatic missions, representatives of the UN system and international non-governmental organizations.

In a recent report, the Special Rapporteur said that in order to secure the human rights of its citizens, Myanmar must achieve national reconciliation and the political transition to democracy. For that to be a credible development, the country must meet four fundamental conditions: the inclusion of all components of society in political dialogue, the release of all political prisoners, the lifting of restrictions on political parties and groups, and the holding of free elections.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

15 October – As fighting rages on in Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today voiced concern about the continuing displacement of both Ivorians and foreigners throughout the country and in the administrative capital of Abidjan.

“Obviously, our concern is that any large-scale displacement could spill over into neighbouring States and cause further instability in an already troubled region,” UNHCR spokesperson Millicent Mutuli said at a press briefing in Geneva.

Over the weekend a UN inter-agency assessment mission found that the humanitarian situation in the northern part of the country seemed to be deteriorating by the day. The city of Bouaké appeared to be a ghost town, and thousands of people were reported fleeing the war-affected zones daily, with a clear increase over the weekend.

The displaced persons were heading towards Brobo, M’bahiakro, Skassou, Didievi and the capital, Yamoussoukro, UN officials reported, adding that those fleeing urgently needed water, food and medication.

Many people reported having walked as much as 50 kilometres, sometimes through the bush, while transport prices have soared around Bouaké. Catholic missions in and near the various villages on the way to and in Yamoussoukro have been assisting the displaced with food and temporary housing. After a few days of rest, most of the displaced continue on toward urban areas in Côte d’Ivoire, where they may have relatives. Many mentioned Abidjan as the final destination.
A spokesperson for the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said that the agency is continuing to fly in emergency food aid, especially high-energy biscuits, for persons displaced by the fighting. WFP is also stockpiling food aid in Burkina Faso and Ghana in preparation for a possible influx of Ivorians to those two neighbouring countries.

Meanwhile, an emergency regional meeting is expected to take place in Accra, Ghana, at the end of this week to bring together UN agencies, non-governmental organizations, donor countries and the Red Cross, to study a common plan of action for Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ghana, Mali and Liberia.

* * *

DRC


15 October – The recent flare-up of fighting in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has sent thousands of people fleeing across the border to Burundi, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported today, voicing concern that intensified clashes could spell further displacement.

Agency spokesperson Millicent Mutuli said the Congolese began leaving over the weekend when heavy fighting broke out in south Kivu between two rebel groups – the Mai-Mai militia and the Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD-Goma).

“We are increasingly concerned that there may be further displacement if the Mai-Mai offensive in the Kivu region continues,” she said, citing reports that the Mai-Mai militia intend to press on northwards toward the DRC town of Bukavu, on the shores of Lake Kivu, while RCD-Goma rebels say they will launch a counter-offensive to re-capture Uvira. “UNHCR is extremely worried that possible fighting for Bukavu or a counter-offensive for Uvira could lead to further population displacement into Burundi – which is itself fragile from years of conflict – or into south-western Rwanda,” she added.

More than 5,000 refugees reportedly arrived in Burundi on Monday, added to the nearly 2,000 who crossed the border over the weekend, according to UNHCR. Many of the refugees who fled from Uvira are Congolese of ethnic Tutsi origin.

UNHCR, which distributed basic supplies to the displaced families, is erecting large hangars to shelter them. Refugees reported that they would like to return home as soon as possible, but voiced fear that their homes and property had been looted. 

* * *

Hunger

15 October – Chronic hunger affects nearly 850 million people worldwide, but progress in reducing malnourishment has virtually stopped, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) says in its annual report on global hunger published today.

According to “The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2002,” between 1998-2000, an estimated 840 million people were found to be undernourished. Meanwhile, between 1990-92 and 1998-2000, the number of hungry people decreased by barely 2.5 million a year, signalling a drastic slowdown compared to previous developments.

“If trends are not sharply reversed, the world will be very far from reaching the 1996 World Food Summit goal” of halving the number of hungry people in the world by 2015, said Charles Riemenschneider, FAO Director for North America.

The FAO report also highlights the particularly high mortality rate among children under five, while noting that life expectancy for youngsters is low. “In the worst-affected countries, a newborn child can look forward to an average of barely 38 years of healthy life, compared to over 70 years of life in the 24 wealthy nations,” the report says.

Children also suffer from what the report terms “hidden hunger,” caused by micronutrient malnutrition from diets that supply an inadequate amount of vitamins and minerals essential for human growth and development. Between 100 million and 140 million youngsters suffer from vitamin A deficiency, which can lead to blindness, while some 20 million people worldwide are mentally handicapped as a result of iodine deficiency.

Faced with the current slowdown in hunger reduction, the FAO is calling for a $24 billion increase in public investment in poor countries to realize the 1996 Summit goals, proposing that the financing be provided equally by industrialized and developing countries.

The agency also urges combining investment in agriculture and rural development with measures to enhance direct and immediate access to food for the most seriously undernourished. With 70 per cent of the world’s hungry living in rural areas, the FAO recommends providing people in the countryside with opportunities to improve livelihoods in a sustainable way.

“Cutting the number of hungry people by half is not only a moral obligation, it is a good investment that will have solid economic returns for both the poor and rich,” Mr. Riemenschneider said.

* * *

Iraq: oil-for-food programme

15 October – Iraq’s petroleum exports under the United Nations oil-for-food programme registered an average low of about 600,000 barrels per day last week, according to the office running the scheme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its crude revenues to purchase humanitarian relief.

The weekly total could rise, however, because a number of vessels that began loading during that period did not complete the process until after it ended, the UN Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP) said.  

With a total of 4.1 million barrels sold during the week, Iraq earned an estimated €107 million or $105 million in revenue, bringing to $3.3 billion the total since the current phase of the programme began on 30 May. That figure falls far short of the $7 billion that Iraq would need to export during the current phase, which ends on 25 November, in order to meet its humanitarian programme budget of over $5 billion, since the relief effort receives 72 per cent of the oil revenue. 

A shortfall from earlier phases of the programme has left 1,441 approved humanitarian supply contracts, worth over $2.68 billion, without funds, according to the OIP said. 

* * *

Tobacco

15 October – Tobacco, already claiming the lives of 4.9 million people each year, will kill 8.4 million annually by 2020 unless drastic measures are taken in response, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today as it released the Tobacco Atlas, a comprehensive volume detailing use of the substance and the struggle to control it in countries across the globe. 

Half of today’s young smokers are expected to die of tobacco-related causes, according to WHO, while 70 per cent of those projected deaths will occur in developing countries. The agency is recommending use of the Atlas as a policy tool for formulating national and international regulations on tobacco control.

“The Tobacco Atlas highlights, in an educational and creative fashion, diverse features of this global epidemic,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland. She added that the document’s simple presentation of complex epidemiological and statistical information would allow readers to understand the facts and use them effectively. 

Produced in collaboration with the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Tobacco Atlas employs colour maps and graphics to illustrates facts about tobacco use, including similarities between countries, the conduct of tobacco companies, gender differences, investments by the industry, the costs of tobacco use, litigation, and illicit trade.

The release of the Atlas comes as WHO member States are meeting in Geneva for the fifth round of negotiations on a proposed Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. Delegates hope to complete a text of the treaty by May of next year.

* * *

Colombia

15 October – To help countries cope with increasing numbers of displaced Colombians, the UN refugee agency has released a set of guidelines recommending that governments and advocates consider Colombia’s deteriorating situation when examining asylum claims by those who have fled the country.

In recent months, the number of Colombians seeking asylum in neighbouring States has climbed by almost 60 per cent compared to last year, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). During the first six months of 2002, the number of internally displaced persons almost doubled compared to the same period last year. In all, as many as 2 million people have been forced from their homes in Colombia since 1995.

In the face of growing violence and numerous human rights violations taking place across the country, UNHCR has concluded that many Colombians who escape abroad need international protection.

“Various irregular armed groups operating in Colombia have a tendency to target anyone suspected of collaborating or sympathizing with an opposing group, without taking into account if this collaboration is real, voluntary or forced,” said agency spokesperson Millicent Mutuli. “In addition, all these armed groups engage in forced recruitment of young people, including minors, and resort to kidnapping and extortion both as a form of persecution and intimidation as well as to finance their activities.”

In response, UNHCR’s guidelines recommend that governments examining asylum claims by Colombians consider that most have no option of finding safety elsewhere in their homeland as an alternative to fleeing across an international border.

* * *

Human Development Award

15 October – Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso today was named the first winner of the United Nations human development award for his achievements in improving employment, poverty, health and education in his country.

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) chose to honour President Cardoso with the Mahbub ul Haq Award for Outstanding Contribution to Human Development for his efforts as a “tireless advocate” for human development and for overseeing such progress in Brazil, the agency said today.

The award is named after the Pakistani economist who pioneered the human development approach and founded the global Human Development Report. It will be presented biennially to the Head of State or world leader who has most successfully put human development at the heart of the political agenda.

“President Cardoso’s longstanding dedication to human progress, and his democratic leadership of Brazil, have raised the standard by which governance can be judged throughout Latin America,” UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in offering his congratulations.

For his part, UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown said he was delighted that Mr. Cardoso’s achievements would be recognized with the award. “Under President Cardoso, the fight against poverty has become a national priority and democracy a vibrant reality,” he said. “The President has demonstrated how to make human development into dynamic public policy. He is an inspiration to all of us working in this field.”

In 2001, Mr. Cardoso launched the Alvorada Programme, an anti-poverty programme providing health care, running water and education in Brazil’s 2,361 poorest municipalities. While he was President, Mr. Cardoso also created 8.9 million jobs between 1993 and 2001, keeping the country’s unemployment rate to around 7 per cent. He also resettled 588,000 agrarian families between 1995 and 2001, and gave 20 million hectares of land to the country’s landless people.

Between 1995 and 2001, Mr. Cardoso reduced the percentage of children who did not go to school from 10 per cent to almost zero while increasing the proportion of the poorest children going to school from 75 per cent in 1995 to 93 per cent in 1999, UNDP said.

President Cardoso will be presented the prize, along with five other recipients of excellence awards, at a ceremony on 9 December in New York.
* * *

Afghanistan

15 October – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today announced that its measles vaccination effort in Afghanistan received a boost, with a donation of $750,000 from an organization in the United States set up to help Afghan children.

UNICEF said it would use its $500,000 share donated by America’s Fund for Afghan Children (AFAC) to complete its efforts to vaccinate 10 million at-risk Afghan children and prevent an estimated 35,000 deaths. The children’s agency said 8.2 million children had been immunized against measles so far “but at least 90 per cent coverage of the country is needed to successfully stop transmission of the disease.”

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies received the remaining $250,000 to help increase the number of vaccinators as well as its on-going community outreach activities.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said the donation by AFAC would go a long way towards saving the lives of children in Afghanistan. “With this contribution, measles will no longer be a major killer of children in Afghanistan,” she said, adding that children in the United States should be proud that their dollars and coins were making such a difference.

Initiated by US President George W. Bush shortly after the 11 September terror attacks last year, AFAC’s goal is to encourage US children to donate money to help youngsters in Afghanistan. In its first year, more than 496,000 Afghan children benefited from supplies bought with donations from AFAC.

* * *

Depleted Uranium


15 October – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is visiting a dozen sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina that may have been targeted by ordnance containing depleted uranium (DU) during the conflict which engulfed the country in the 1990s, the agency announced today.


The team, which has been operating since Saturday, is taking soil, water, air and vegetation samples at six sites that have been identified by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as having been struck by weapons containing DU. Experts will also examine six other sites that local residents believe may have also been targeted.


The UNEP assessment, which is being carried out at the request of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, will run through 24 October.  


At the request of the local authorities, medical experts, led by an official from the UN World Health Organization (WHO), are examining data on cancer rates in the main urban centres of Sarajevo and Banja Luka. They will also visit a local hospital in Bratunac to meet with the local medics as well as patients who may have been exposed to DU during the conflict.


“UNEP’s aim is to determine whether the use of depleted uranium during the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina may pose health or environmental risks – either now or in the future,” said Pekka Haavisto, Chairman of UNEP’s Depleted Uranium Assessment Team.


The agency’s previous studies of DU in Kosovo and Serbia recommended that governments and civilians take precautionary action to avoid contact with the substance – a byproduct of nuclear power which has been used for heavy tank armour, anti-tank munitions, missiles and projectiles. DU has 60 per cent of the radioactivity of natural uranium and “significant chemical toxicity,” according to WHO.


The 17-member team includes experts from UNEP, the Swedish Radiation Protection Authority, Spiez Laboratory in Switzerland, Italy’s National Environmental Protection Agency, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Greek Atomic Energy Commission, the United States Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventative Medicine, the Nuclear Safety Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and the University of Bristol. The Governments of Italy and Switzerland are funding the mission, which is expected to publish its findings in March 2003.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

15 October – As part of its ongoing certification process for police officers in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the United Nations mission in the country today said it has discovered that more than 170 law enforcement officials did not meet the basic standards of education.

After checking the educational credentials of about 15,000 officers, the UN mission, known as UNMIBH, said that 173 were found to have fraudulent diplomas. In these cases, the country’s Ministries of Interior are tasked to initiate administrative and legal measures.

“As we have seen in past weeks, [the] Ministries take increasing ownership of this process and dismiss police officers who were found not to meet basic standards of education or integrity,” UNMIBH said in a statement.

The Mission said there also remained a large number of diplomas where further verification was required abroad as well as within Bosnia and Herzegovina, including cases where files were destroyed or went missing during the country’s war.

* * *

Yale

15 October – Yale University today presented a set of more than 100 taped interviews and transcripts collected over the past 20 years to the United Nations Dag Hammarskjöld Library in New York.

“[The materials] are primary source material from prominent figures connected to major political issues such as the peace process in El Salvador and the United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM),” Head Librarian Phyllis Dickstein said about the tapes, which were turned over by Jean Krasno, Deputy Director of the UN Oral History Project at Yale.

The new material will supplement the oral history tapes and transcripts available in the UN Library, which were produced in the 1980s by Yale under contract to the UN Department of Public Information.

* *** *
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