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Findings (Seagrass)

Seagrass, a vital but largely overlooked component of the world's oceans, is being destroyed by ignorance

      and inaction, threatening millions of people and many species of marine animals, according to a report

      published today.

      The vast subaquatic meadows that grow on shallow shelves around the continents are as important to

      coastal waters as trees are to the above-ground environment, said the report from the United Nations

      Environment Program.

      The grasses purify the water, protect the soil and provide breeding and feeding grounds for many species, it

      added.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop

PRIVATE
Seagrass declining worldwide, threatening wildlife
Wednesday, 15 October 2003, 10:07 am
Press Release: United Nations 


Seagrass declining worldwide, threatening wildlife - UN environment agency 

Some 15 per cent of the entire world's seagrass has been lost in the past 10 years, putting at greater risks already threatened manatees and sea turtles, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) said today. 

In a press release issued in London and Nairobi, UNEP said the seagrass meadows were being diminished by "runoff of nutrients and sediments from human activities on land, boating, land reclamation and other construction in the coastal zone, dredge-and-fill activities and destructive fisheries practices." 

The findings were published Monday in the World Atlas of Seagrasses, prepared by UNEP's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC). The agency estimates that the total area of seagrass meadows is now about 177,000 square kilometres, an area just two-thirds the size of the United Kingdom. 

"We now have a global, scientific view of where seagrasses occur and what is happening to them," said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director. "Unfortunately, the scientists have presented us with a worrying story. In many cases, these vitally important undersea meadows are being needlessly destroyed for short-term gain without a true understanding of their significance." 

Seagrasses are a mixed group of true flowering plants - not seaweed - that grow submerged in large meadows in both tropical and temperate seas. According to UNEP, besides manatees and sea turtles, thousands more associated marine plant and animal species utilize seagrass habitat. 

According to the new Atlas, seagrass meadows should be considered one of the most important shallow marine ecosystems to humans, playing a vital role in fisheries, protecting coral reefs by binding sediments, cleaning coastal waters and providing coastal defence from erosion. 

"Seagrass beds have been needlessly destroyed for short-term gain without real analysis of the values that the intact ecosystems bring to coastal society," said Mark Collins, Director of UNEP-WCMC. "Physically they protect coastlines from the erosive impact of waves and tides, chemically they play a key role in nutrient cycles for fisheries and biologically they provide habitat for fish, shellfish and priority ecotourism icons like the dugong, manatee and green turtle. And yet, despite these important attributes, they have been overlooked by conservationists and coastal development planners throughout their range." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

UNEP: First 'World Atlas of Seagrasses'

  reveals vital role of marine meadows

  From UNEP

  Wednesday, October 15, 2003

  LONDON/NAIROBI, 14 October 2003 - Manatees, dugongs and green sea turtles are just some of the growing list of already threatened species at risk from the destruction of ocean seagrass, a new report has revealed.

  The first-ever global survey of the underwater meadows of seagrass that skirt the world's coasts reveals that 15 per cent of this unique marine ecosystem has been  lost in the last 10 years.

  The findings give new urgency to protect and conserve these important habitats,  which are threatened by runoff of nutrients and sediments from human activities on  land, boating, land reclamation and other construction in the coastal zone,  dredge-and-fill activities and destructive fisheries practices.

  The World Atlas of Seagrasses, prepared by the United Nations Environment  Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), provides the  first-ever global estimate for seagrasses world-wide: 177,000 sq km, an area just  two thirds the size of the United Kingdom.

  "We now have a global, scientific view of where seagrasses occur and what is  happening to them", said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP Executive Director. "Unfortunately,  the scientists have presented us with a worrying story. In many cases, these vitally  important undersea meadows are being needlessly destroyed for short-term gain

  without a true understanding of their significance."

  "The World Summit on Sustainable Development adopted, in the area of  biodiversity, a commitment to reverse the trend of losses by 2010", said Mr.  Toepfer. "To achieve this we need hard facts on which to base decisions. The World  Atlas of Seagrasses meets that need for a vital marine ecosystem whose  importance has largely been overlooked until now."

  Seagrasses are a mixed group of true flowering plants -- not seaweed - that grow  submerged in large meadows in both tropical and temperate seas.

  They are a functional group of about 60 species of underwater marine flowering  plants. Thousands more associated marine plant and animal species utilize  seagrass habitat. They range from the strap-like blades of eelgrass in the Sea of  Japan, at more than 4 metres long, to the tiny, 2-3 cm, rounded leaves of sea vine

  in the deep tropical waters of Brazil.

  "Seagrasses are quite possibly the most widespread shallow marine ecosystems in  the world. Yet", says Ed Green, one of the co-editors of the Atlas, "there are few  places where seagrass meadows are protected.

  "The importance of seagrass has not previously been recognized", he said. "By  pulling together the work of researchers worldwide we now know that vast  numbers of fish use seagrass for a short but critical part of their lifecycle. We are  also becoming aware of the role that seagrass plays in the climatic and oceanic  carbon cycles and in coastal protection. The true economic value is difficult to  measure but this work suggests it is immense."

  According to the new UNEP-WCMC Atlas, seagrass meadows should be considered  one of the most important shallow marine ecosystems to humans, playing a vital  role in fisheries, protecting coral reefs by binding sediments, cleaning coastal  waters and providing coastal defense from erosion.

  "Seagrass beds have been needlessly destroyed for short-term gain without real  analysis of the values that the intact ecosystems bring to coastal society", said  Mark Collins, Director of UNEP-WCMC. "Physically they protect coastlines from the  erosive impact of waves and tides, chemically they play a key role in nutrient cycles

  for fisheries and biologically they provide habitat for fish, shellfish and priority  ecotourism icons like the dugong, manatee and green turtle. And yet, despite  these important attributes, conservationists and coastal development planners  have overlooked them throughout their range. The Atlas provides important  material towards a much-needed Global Marine Assessment, another key objective  of the WSSD."

  "The public can play an important role. By insisting on protection for sea horses,  turtles and dugongs they will also safeguard the ecosystem that supports them  and has intrinsic benefits that are less obvious", concludes Mr. Collins.

  Frederick T. Short, of the University of New Hampshire, and co-editor of the Atlas,  comments: "Seagrasses are a critical and threatened coastal habitat worldwide.  Their role in the ecology of the ocean and their importance to fisheries is  increasingly recognized. The World Atlas of Seagrasses makes available a global  perspective on this imperiled ecosystem."

  "Like coral reefs, seagrasses are at a critical juncture, heavily impacted by human  activities and climate change", said Mr. Short. "With the global view provided by the Atlas, our ability to preserve and restore seagrass ecosystems is enhanced."

  The new UNEP-WCMC World Atlas of Seagrasses is literally putting seagrass beds  on to the map for the first time. Fifty-eight authors were involved in writing the  chapters and completely new data sets have been created, with records compiled  from 520 sources and 120 countries.

  Note to Editors: The new global figure for seagrass is likely to be an  under-estimate, as seagrasses off the western coasts of Africa and South America  remain unsurveyed.

  For more information about the Atlas, including maps and photographs go to  http://www.unep-wcmc.org/marine/seagrassatlas/ or www.unep.org

  To address seagrasses and coral reefs in local communities UNEP, through its  Regional Seas Programme and with other global partners, participates in the  International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) with funding from the UN  Foundation and the Goldman Fund. It is working with other donors to generate real  action on the ground to reverse the decline of coral reefs and related habitats  worldwide. ICRAN's key goals are to transform these fragile ecosystems in various  seas and oceans into show cases of good practice where conservation and

  boosting the incomes and livelihoods of local people go hand in hand. For more  information, see www.icran.org

  The World Atlas of Seagrasses is available from:  http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/10168.html

  Press pack, photographs and further detailed information are available from the  UNEP website: www.unep.org or at

  http://www.unep-wcmc.org/marine/seagrassatlas/presspack/index.htm. This site  also contains brief case studies from the United Kingdom, Kenya, Thailand, the  North Atlantic and eastern Australia.

  For more information, please contact:

  At UNEP:

  Robert Bisset, UNEP Spokesperson for Europe, in Paris, on Tel: +33-1-44377613,  Mobile: +33-6-22725842, E-mail: robert.bisset@unep.fr; Eric Falt,  Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public  Information, in Nairobi, on Tel: +254-20-623292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, E-mail:

  eric.falt@unep.org; or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, in Nairobi, on Tel:  +254-20-623084, Mobile: +254-733-632755, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org.

  At UNEP-WCMC in Cambridge:

  Will Rogowski, Head of Marketing & Communications, Tel: +44-1223-277314, Email:  will.rogowski@unep-wcmc.org or Rachel Holdsworth/Gayle Nicol, Tel  +44-1954-202789, rachel@holdsworth-associates.co.uk

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London,England)

October 16, 2003, Thursday Surveys SUS1

Companies pressed to adopt higher standards: Many developing countries are making progress

      on pullution, but controversy still rages, reports Vanessa Houlder

      BYLINE: By VANESSA HOULDER

Asia's remarkable growth has freed millions from poverty. But economic success has come at a heavy cost.

      Environmental degradation in the region is now "pervasive, accelerating and unabated," according to the

      Asian Development Bank.

      In the past four decades Asia has lost half its forest cover and half its fish stocks. China, the region's

      biggest economy, has suffered chronic air pollution from burning coal, water pollution from untreated waste

      and soil erosion from deforestation. 

      The environmental implications of Asia's growth could reverberate around the world. "With 1.3bn people and

      an official goal to quadruple economic growth by 2020, China's environmental performance will not only

      determine the well-being of its own people but will have consequences for the whole planet," says Klaus

      Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations' Environment Programme.

      There is also a wider lesson to be learned from the development challenges facing Asia. Is pollution simply

      the price of development? Does this generation have to endure an environmental tragedy for the sake of

      future generations?

      Not in the opinion of a World Bank report on "Greening Industry". In what it described as "an intriguing and

      hopeful story", it said that many developing countries have already turned the corner in the fight against

      industrial pollution.

      Factories are cleaner than a decade ago and total emissions are starting to fall even in areas where industry

      continues to grow rapidly. "The clean-up has begun because developing countries have decided that the

      benefits of pollution control outweigh the costs," says the report.

      A similar point is made by the Association for Sustainable and Responsible Investment in Asia, a Hong

      Kong-based not-for-profit group: "Only 10 years ago, corporations and investors would have seen China as a

      pollution haven where environmental standards were allowed to 'let slip' and of secondary importance to

      rapid economic growth.

      "However, the authorities have tightened their grip and businesses setting up in China can expect growing

      levels of scrutiny."

      Foreign investors can play an important role. "Stronger enforcement of these regulations is needed by

      government and market forces can reinforce government action," says Asria.

      The pressure on companies to adopt higher environmental and social standards is being applied through

      supply-chain initiatives and the growth of "socially responsible" investment funds.

      Shareholder activists are targeting companies operating in developing countries. In the US, more than 300

      shareholder resolutions were filed last year, up from 223 in 1999.

      Calls for companies to produce sustainability reports received more than 20 per cent of the votes on

      average, while resolutions about climate change, human rights and labour standards attracted more than 10

      per cent of votes.

      The International Finance Corporation argues that championing environmental and social issues serves

      companies' own interests. It can help them save costs, increase revenues, reduce risk, build their reputation

      and improve access to financing.

      "There are compelling commercial reasons to take action, despite a common assumption that sustainability is

      a luxury which emerging markets cannot afford," it concludes.

      But the question of how far companies should take responsibility for social and environmental problems

      remains hugely controversial. At last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development, partnerships between

      business, governments and non-governmental organisations (or NGOs - often the most effective voices for

      the concerns of ordinary people in the international arena), were hailed as the most promising approach to

      turning good intentions into practical action.

      Already, private provision of health, education and water has increased in poor countries over the last two

      decades, as a result of a lack of government funds, poor quality public provision and pressure to liberalise

      the economy, according to the UN's recently-published Human Development Report.

      But the growing role of the private sector has often met with fierce opposition from local communities and

      NGOs. This year's Kyoto water summit, which was meant to focus on how access to water and sanitation

      could be improved, was dogged by bitter arguments over the implications for poor communities of entrusting

      water provision to large private-sector companies.

      Many NGOs and community groups also distrust attempts by multinationals to reduce the damage they inflict

      on the environment through their operations. These attempts have continued to gather pace this year, most

      recently in a decision by Shell and 15 leading mining companies to treat World Heritage Sites as "no go"

      areas for exploration.

      But environmental initiatives of this sort are criticised as inadequate by many observers in academia and

      NGOs. "In the absence of stronger forms of regulation and more concerted civil society pressure, the

      process of greening business in developing countries will remain lukewarm," says a report on The Greening of

      Business in Developing Countries, sponsored by the United Nations Research Institute for Social

      Development.

      This report also criticised companies for failing to promote sustainable consumption. "Initiatives associated

      with corporate environmentalism rarely encourage consumers to adopt very different consumption patterns

      that would significantly reduce environmental degradation," it said.

      This criticism highlightsa central concern about the gap between the efforts of businesses to reduce their

      impact on the environment and the worsening state of the planet. This partly stems from the relatively small

      number of businesses that are integrating social and environmental factors into business decisions.

      But in addition, environmental improvements are being overtaken by economic growth and increased demand

      for goods and services.

      A growing world population and increasing affluence will pile on the pressure. The biggest aspect of the

      problem is global warming, which is likely to result in more extreme storms, floods and droughts that will, in

      turn, pose a threat to development. "Climate change will further reduce access to drinking water and

      negatively affect the health and food security of poor people in many countries of Africa, Asia and Latin

      America," according to a recent reports by the World Bank and other multilateral development-oriented

      institutions.

      Here, once again, the remarkable growth of the Asian economies underlines the seriousness of the

      challenges. If car ownership in China, India and Indonesia reached the global average, 200m vehicles would

      be added to the global fleet, twice the number of all cars in the US today, according to UNEP.

      It argues that the earth's ecosystems could not cope with the widespread adoption of the consumption and

      production patterns found in developed countries. Environmental degradation could undermine future

      economic growth and pose a substantial obstacle to poverty reduction.

      Clean production processes and sustainable consumption patterns must become a crucial component of the

      development agenda, according to UNEP's Mr Toepfer. "We must delink economic growth and environmental

      degradation."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (Bangladesh)

Save Sundarbans

One of our proud possessions of undefiled beauty, the Sundarbans is again in the news, and The Independent front-paged a news item about the great forest yesterday detailing concern of environmentalists and ecology-conscious people of the country. A meeting of the senior officials of the government and experts is scheduled to be held today (Thursday) at the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources to discuss the proposed exploration of gas and oil in the Sundarbans by a foreign company. A letter from Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) Chairman Syed Marghub Murshed prompted the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources to convene the meeting to discuss the issue which has evoked severe criticism among the environmentalists both at home and abroad.

A terrain full of verdant trees, plants, herbs and foliage, the Sundarbans is one of the largest intact mangrove forests in the world declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1997. Thus globally, the Sundarbans is one of great importance. Home to a variety of species, the forest is unique in that many of its plants and animals are not found anywhere else in the world. Over many years land grabbers have harmed this rare ecosystem; and in this way transformation of the Sundarbans from jungles of great biodiversity to wet rice paddy fields occurred causing much damage to its rsources.

What is surprising and unfortunate is that a similar move, so goes the report, was initiated by Shell Bangladesh in 2000 to conduct oil exploration in the Sundarbans. But a timely intervention of the Environment Ministry against seismic survey and oil exploration, the government had convened an inter-ministerial meeting where the representative of the Shell Bangladesh was present. At that meeting both the Shell and the Energy Ministry assured that oil exploration would not be conducted in the Sundarbans. It is enigmatic why Shell company, which was previously refused permisssion and it had agreed to abide by thae same, has again sought permission of the government to conduct seismic survey in the Sundarbans.

As it is a universally recognised fact, seismic survey entails great hazards and can destroy bio-diversity and environment of the forest, so we strongly suggest that the government must not allow seismic survey there. Last but not least, attention of the UNESCO, the UNEP and other international bodies to the issue should be drawn immediately.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Birds Shown to Benefit from Female Promiscuity 

  LONDON - It may not be condoned in most societies, but scientists said yesterday that female promiscuity is not all bad because it helps  to create healthier offspring - at least in birds. 

  Like humans, birds are monogamous creatures that usually choose one mate and stay with them to raise their young. 

  But scientists at the Max Planck Research Center for Ornithology in Starnberg, Germany said some female birds prefer more than one mate,  to improve their chances of producing fitter young, a finding that could have implications for better understanding human sexual behavior.

  "I believe there is no reason that the theory we have for birds couldn't apply to humans. It applies to other mammals," said Dr Bart  Kempenaers, a behavioral ecologist at the center. 

  "We know that this social monogamy does not actually reflect the mating that is going on," he told Reuters in an interview. 

  Kempenaers and his team uncovered the randy behavior while studying blue tits that were breeding in boxes in the Viennese Forest in Austria. 

  They noticed that when female birds were paired with young males they were more likely to be unfaithful with older or bigger males and  that the young they produced were more likely to survive to the next breeding season. 

  When the offspring matured if they were females they produced more eggs than the other birds and if they were males they had a more  attractive feather crown, a big draw with the ladies. 

  "Our research suggests that females are promiscuous, or unfaithful to their partners, to avoid negative effects of in-breeding,"  Kempenaers said. 

  He believes the female birds have a way of assessing the quality of their partner and if they are not happy, they look elsewhere for  potential mates. 

  "We have good observations to show it is really the females that are playing the active role," said Kempenaers, who reported his findings  in the science journal Nature. 

  It's not exactly a night out on the town, but the researchers spotted female birds going out early in the morning when it was still dark and  when all the males were singing in the dawn chorus. 

  "It is during these early morning hours when they are fertile they go out and seem to look for particular males to copulate with," he added. 

  The next big question the researchers hope to answer is whether promiscuity in females has some sort of genetic basis or whether it is  related to personality. 

  Kempenaers said fidelity still exists in some species, notably swans and sea birds such as the albatross that mate for life and are never  unfaithful to their partners. 

  But he added: "That is seen now as more the exception than the rule." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

16 October 2003
UN in the news

Lake Chad Commission to Be Revamped - FG

Daily Trust (Abuja): The Lake Chad River Basin Commission will be rejuvenated to tackle the environmental problems of that region of the country. The federal government, according to its Honorable Minister Col. Bala Mande is set to return Chad Basin area to its past glory when it offered water for agricultural activities, as well as provided tourism potentials. The minister confirmed that the approval by UN's Global Environment Fund (GEF) World Bank of a $10 million developmental fund, has more than showed the depth of commitment of the world for a genuinely sustainable development. The minister was playing host to the commission's new helmsman, Engineer Mohammed Sani Adamu who paid a courtesy visit to the federal government in Abuja, Wednesday. Col. Mande pledged the federal government's support to the Chad Basin commission saying his ministry will provide all the technical experts it might require executing the commission's projects.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310150370.html
General Environmental news
SA minister condemns non-declaration of hazardous cargo 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - South African Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Mohammed Valli Moosa has strongly condemned the non-declaration of extremely hazardous chemicals on board Sea Elegance, a vessel that caught fire last weekend outside the Durban harbor. Moosa lashed out from Iran on Tuesday where he signed a memorandum of understanding for South Africa, shortly before departing for India where he will accompany President Mbeki on a state visit. "This non-declaration could seriously impact on the safety of our people and of the marine environment," he said, adding ". It will be met with the strongest possible action from my department as we have a responsibility to ensure the safety of the public and the protection of our environment." Moosa said it was ironic that an incident of this nature occurred at a time when South Africa was celebrating National Marine Week with focus on "the importance of protecting our valuable marine and coastal environment." Sea Elegance had an undeclared hazardous cargo of calcium hypochlorite in a 20-ton container. Although the vessel does not pose any immediate risk of pollution, the department of Environmental Affairs is monitoring the situation closely to respond immediately to any potential

pollution threat.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng016605&dte=15/10/2003
FG to Convene National Environmental Conference Soon

Daily Trust (Abuja): If the proposal to outlive a comprehensive environmental check list as guide for present and future national action plan currently awaiting President Olusegun Obasanjo's signature is passed, the federal government may convene a national conference by November. The proposal for a national conference on the environment of Nigeria was proffered by current minister Col. Bala Mande as the only solution to the desperate and varied environmental degradation which were compounded by years of neglect, according to Daily Trust's sources at the presidency. Minister of Environment, our sources confirmed to Daily Trust, had found the various environmental catastrophe dotting the states of the federation he had visited in the course of his nationwide tour. President Olusegun Obasanjo has therefore acceded to the ministers, convening a national conference, to take recommendations from local people who are directly affected by one environmental problem or the other throughout the federation Daily Trust gathered. The Minister Bala Mande confirmed that his officials are putting together a plan for a forum to examine the various dimensions of the nation's varying environmental problems.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310150376.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 16 October 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

Seagrass declining worldwide, threatening wildlife
Scoop, New Zealand, Wednesday, 15 October 2003 - Press Release: United Nations Seagrass declining worldwide, threatening wildlife - UN environment agency 
Some 15 per cent of the entire world's seagrass has been lost in the past 10 years, putting at greater risks already threatened manatees and sea turtles, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) said today. 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/WO0310/S00139.htm 

Serious water shortage in China (China office)

Economic Daily today reports that there is serious scarcity of water in China. According to the statistics, the shortage of water in the whole country every year is 60 billion cubic meters. The area of water shortage is continuously expanding and the distribution of water is very uneven between the North and the South with Northern Chinahaving the biggest shortage.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Secretary-General condemns fatal attack on US diplomats in Gaza

*
Security Council fails to adopt resolution on Israeli barrier

*
Timor-Leste making good progress but still needs help, UN envoy says

*
DR of Congo: UN troops postpone movements into troubled northeast

*
UN relief agencies scaling up work in Liberia

*
International Criminal Court ‘instrument of justice’ – Annan

*
Secretary-General congratulates Chinese on first manned space mission

*
‘The job is not done’, Annan tells meeting on elimination of iodine deficiency

*
Viet Nam, recently a rice importer, donates 1,500 tons to Iraq – UN agency

*
UN committee chair says Al-Qaida, Taliban money laundering ‘more sophisticated’

*
Senior UN officials say women still face widespread violence

*
Migration experts begin coordination meeting at UN

*
UN rights expert to visit Brazil to investigate sexual exploitation of children

*
Chernobyl victims need coordinated international help, Annan says

*
UN agency says 38 countries facing serious food shortages

*
UNESCO chief decries murder of Russian journalist as attack on press freedom

*
Angelina Jolie extends term as ambassador for UN refugee agency

* * * *

Middle East

15 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan strongly condemned the attack on a United States diplomatic convoy in Gaza today, killing three Americans, and he urged the Palestinian Authority to bring the guilty to justice speedily.

“He views with alarm this apparently deliberate attack on diplomats,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement. “The Secretary-General sends his condolences to the families of the three murdered Americans and to all those who were injured.”

The Secretary-General also “calls on the Palestinian Authority to act with speed and determination to bring to justice those responsible for the attack,” spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

* * *

Middle East

15 October – The United States has vetoed a draft resolution before the Security Council that would have declared Israel’s building of a barrier, said to have taken in some Palestinian territory in the West Bank, illegal.

In a late night session Tuesday, 10 Council members voted in favour of the draft resolution, the United States voted against and four members – Bulgaria, Cameroon, Germany and United Kingdom – abstained. The draft resolution was sponsored by Guinea, Malaysia, Pakistan and Syria.

The resolution’s main operative paragraph would have the Council decide “that the construction by Israel, the occupying power, of a wall in the Occupied Territories departing from the armistice line of 1949 is illegal under relevant provisions of international law and must be ceased and reversed.”

Explaining his veto after the vote, Security Council President John Negroponte, speaking in his national capacity as the United States representative, said the resolution was unbalanced and failed to address terrorism and the security problems that Israel had faced for years.

All resolutions on the Middle East should include that kind of balance, he said.

* * * 

Timor-Leste

15 October – Timor-Leste has made tremendous progress in governing itself in the 17 months that the United Nations has been helping the newly independent country, but serious problems of security, order and economic transformation remain, the top UN envoy in the country said today.

In an open briefing to the Security Council on the work of the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET), Kamalesh Sharma listed areas in which Timor-Leste would need help from the international community for some time. They included national security, policing, establishing a competent judiciary and modernizing the economy.

Timor-Leste gained its independence in May 2002 and UNMISET’s already extended mandate ends on 20 May 2004.

New laws were about to be passed that would bolster investor confidence and strengthen economic growth. “Still, transforming an agrarian and largely subsistence economy into a market economy generating job creation and entrepreneurial capacities will be a challenge for decades to come,” said Mr. Sharma, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Timor-Leste.

The security problems stemmed from the lack of experience and inadequate training of the national police force, delays in setting up a strong judiciary and the presence of armed, possibly criminal groups in districts bordering Indonesia, he said. Some 850 murders would not have been solved by May 2004, he added.

“While there have been no major security challenges over the past six months, reports persist of alleged sightings of armed groups by residents in rural areas and of the presence of criminal elements in those areas, particularly in the border districts,” Mr. Sharma said. “There is a risk that these may arise as downsizing advances.”

In urban areas, the public perception of security was negatively affected by sporadic violence from martial arts groups and youth gangs, he said.

The police force (PNTL) occasionally had used excessive force and “needs to mature and develop, without being continually tested,” he added. “Ensuring that police abide by human rights standards and maintain professional standards is a priority.”

Meanwhile, the Timorese leadership, assessing the major problems remaining, “have clearly indicated to me the centrality of the requirement of a continued UN presence to provide both psychological assurance and substantive support in the immediate post-UNMISET period,” Mr. Sharma said.

* * *

DR of Congo

15 October – Rain and poor road conditions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have postponed the planned movement of United Nations troops out of their base in Bunia into four other areas of Ituri province.

The deployment has been rescheduled for Thursday, according to a UN spokesman in New York.

On 28 July, the UN Security Council passed a resolution directing the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) to deploy in the Ituri district, in the northeast, “to help to stabilize the security conditions and improve the humanitarian situation" in the province.

The province has been the scene of recent violence, including the murder of some 65 persons, mostly women and children, on 6 October.

The spokesman, Fred Eckhard, also reported that combatant groups had begun preparing for disarmament and re-integration into civilian life.

“All the armed groups in Bunia are gathering their troops for their future cantonment. Party for the Unity and the Safeguard of the Integrity of Congo held an information meeting yesterday with some of its combatants. The Union of Congolese Patriots is using the UN radio to give information to their troops on where to assemble. All the armed groups are required to give information to the UN Mission on the assembly areas of their respective troops by 19 October,” he said.

* * *
Liberia

15 October – Several United Nations humanitarian agencies and their non-governmental partners have begun to scale up their programmes to resettle internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Liberia, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

Some of the humanitarian work had been temporarily curtailed after a violent incident on 1 October in the capital Monrovia killed three people, according to an OCHA news release.

A new National Transitional Government of Liberia was inaugurated yesterday in ceremonies in Monrovia. Despite skirmishes in the capital earlier in the month, the general security situation in the country has improved following the deployment of a West African force of 3,500 troops and President Charles Taylor's departure in August. The troops have come under UN command and are expected to grow to a total of some 16,000 soldiers and security personnel.

The OCHA statement today said the increased activities of UN agencies and their partners were designed to “resettle internally displaced persons, tackle shortages of clean drinking water, and re-open schools.”

The statement said that to date the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has distributed relief materials to some 40,000 persons in Liberia, and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), working with the World Health Organization (WHO) had opened and chlorinated some 5,500 wells, benefiting some 400,000 persons.

* * *

International Criminal Court

15 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said a symposium on international law meeting today in Beijing would help spread understanding of the work of the much-misunderstood International Criminal Court (ICC), the first permanent tribunal to try war crimes.

“(The) first steps in the life of the Court must now be built upon to establish a viable, responsible and universally supported institution,” he said in a message to the symposium.

“The continued promotion of awareness of the Statute and the Court is vital to that endeavour, since the provisions of the Statute are complex, its aims are often misunderstood, its scope is frequently misrepresented, and its impact on domestic law is difficult for many to comprehend. Your symposium is an opportunity to share knowledge and experience on these and other issues.”

The adoption of the Rome Statute in 1998 – which paved the way for the ICC – marked a major step towards ending “the culture of impunity” that had too often prevailed in the world, he said.

“The Court is an instrument of justice, not expediency,” Mr Annan said. “It can and must serve as a bulwark against evil. At the same time, it is for the Court, now on the verge of beginning its work, to act responsibly and deliberately. In doing so, I believe it will assuage the concerns that linger in parts of the international community, thus opening the door to universal participation.”

Of the UN General Assembly’s 191 members, 120 voted to establish the Court, which is located in The Hague.

* * *

China

15 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today congratulated China on its first manned space mission, calling it a “step forward for all humankind.”

A statement distributed today by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said the Secretary-General “extends his warm congratulations to the People's Republic of China on its first mission into space, and hopes for the safe and successful completion of this maiden voyage.

“He notes that as the exploration of space knows no national borders, the mission of the Shenzhou V is a step forward for all humankind,” the statement added.

* * *

Iodine deficiency

15 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called international efforts to make iodized salt available worldwide one of the successes of globalization, but warned that with 30 per cent of the world still without access to it, “The job is not done.”

“One of the most pressing challenges of our times is to make globalization work for all people. And one way to move closer towards that goal is for governments, the UN system, private sector enterprises and civil society groups to forge partnerships around specific goals, and then work with creativity and determination to achieve them,” Mr. Annan said in remarks to the High-Level meeting on the Elimination of Iodine Deficiency in Beijing, delivered by Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

“A wonderfully concrete example of that approach is what has brought you all together for this conference in Beijing: the elimination of iodine deficiency, the world's single greatest cause of mental retardation, through universal salt iodization.”

Mr. Annan said that since the World Summit for Children in 1990, “a tremendously effective public-private-UN partnership has led to more than two billion additional people having access to iodized salt.

“As a result, 90 million newborns are now protected from brain damage, and hundreds of millions of children are performing better in school,” he said.

“Yet the job is not done. Thirty percent of the world's population still lacks access to iodized salt, leaving more than 40 million children at great risk. We owe it to them in particular, the future of our world, to ensure that they are born healthy and grow up with every chance to realize their full human potential,” he said.

* * *

Viet Nam

15 October – Three years after it stopped being a recipient of aid from the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), Viet Nam today delivered almost 1,500 tons of rice to Iraq, the agency said.

In a press statement released in Rome, WFP said the 1,467 tons of rice, worth approximately $500,000, were offloaded at the port of Um Qasr and trucked to an Iraqi Ministry of Trade storage facility for public distribution.

“This donation is a milestone for WFP and Viet Nam,” said WFP Executive-Director James T.  Morris. “Viet Nam is a development success story, a country that is now capable of using its food surpluses to help ease hunger and poverty in other countries. We look forward to strengthening our new relationship with Viet Nam.”

Mr. Morris said WFP especially valued Viet Nam’s donation because it is part of a trend of “emerging donors” in Southeast Asia. He said that Southeast Asia could well produce the largest number of new donors to WFP because of the region’s economic potential.

The WFP statement said, “Viet Nam’s donation will give much needed assistance to a population heavily dependent on the public distribution of food. Before the war, six out of ten Iraqis relied on food rations as their only source of income; in this post-conflict period, food aid is even more important for Iraqis since many people are without jobs while also facing higher prices in the marketplace.”

The agency said its Iraq operation is the largest in its 40-year history. WFP plans to bring into Iraq about 2.2 million tons of food commodities from April to the end of October, equal to the total amount of food WFP distributed worldwide last year.

WFP closed its doors in the Southeast Asian nation in December 2000 after 25 years of operations.

According to WFP, Viet Nam has progressed from being a significant importer of rice in the early 1980s to the world’s second-largest rice exporter.

“Viet Nam stands as an excellent example of the long-term benefits of international cooperation,” Mr. Morris said.

* * *

Al-Qaida

15 October – Financial transactions of Al-Qaida and the Taliban have become more “sophisticated” to avoid detection, sometimes involving the use of a centuries-old system, according to the head of the United Nations Security Council’s committee overseeing sanctions against the two groups.

Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz of Chile, Chairman of the Council’s sanction committee on Al-Qaida and the Taliban, told reporters in a press briefing Tuesday in Kabul that he had met with several high-ranking Afghans in his mission to enforce sanctions, and that he would report his findings to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Asked about reports that the Taliban were being funded by drug sales, Ambassador Muñoz said, “The information that we have right now, and it is perhaps more hypothesis than very strong information, is that this money may come from drugs, from the increase in the drug trade and that many of these commanders of the Taliban that are operating are in fact cashing in drugs for weapons. So there is a strong suspicion of a link between drug trafficking and the increase in Taliban activities.

“One cannot discount, however, that money may come from some Middle Eastern countries and one of the most important issues of our committee is precisely to detect the money trail and the transfers of money which has become more sophisticated because we have frozen the economic resources of many organizations so that Al-Qaida, in particular, has transferred the money in different ways. In other words, they have become flexible and have adapted to our sanctions and now they are using couriers, for example,” he added.

“They are using the most direct banking traditions, the hawala for example,” he said.

The hawala system allows the transfer of money through promises or chits, with minimal movement of cash. It is thought to have originated in India before the advent of banking systems.

Ambassador Muñoz said, “What happens now is that the hierarchical structure of Al-Qaida has shifted. Increasingly it is less hierarchical and more horizontal. Their units have more autonomy to gain access to funding and weaponry so that although there is a hierarchy still, there is more of an autonomy that makes detection more difficult. This is something that we are going to have to deal with.”

* * *

Women

15 October – Women face varying degrees of violence in all its forms and their full enjoyment of human rights is seriously challenged, the senior United Nations official handling women’s issues said today.

Assistant Secretary-General Angela King told the General Assembly’s Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee, “Trafficking in women and girls is a particularly hideous form of violence.”

An estimated 700,000 persons were trafficked across international borders annually and most of them were women and girls in their teens and early twenties, she said.

HIV/AIDS was spreading faster among women and girls and was inextricably linked to violence, abuse and their low status in society, she added. The efforts of the international community to reverse the rate of spread of HIV/AIDS was largely unsuccessful, with only 300,000 infected men and women out of 42 million having received aid.

The Executive Director of the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Noeleen Heyzer, told the Committee that the proportion of women with HIV had risen to 50 per cent of the persons infected in 2002 from 41 per cent five years before.

UNIFEM worked to empower women by means that included strengthening women’s economic security and supporting women’s leadership roles in governance and peace-building. In that connection, the programme continued to manage the Inter-Agency Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence against Women, Ms. Heyzer said.

* * *

Migration

15 October – Specialists in international migration today began a two-day coordination meeting at United Nations Headquarters in New York.

The topics of discussion included migration and development, globalization and interdependence, and international migrants and development.

The results of the meeting will be published in cooperation with the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, a UN spokesperson said.

* * *

Brazil

15 October – A United Nations advocate for children’s rights will visit Brazil next month, at the invitation of the Government, to assess whether youngsters are being sold and sexually exploited.

The Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Juan Miguel Petit, is scheduled to be in Brazil from 3 to 14 November.

Mr. Petit is expected to visit Brasilia, Belém, Salvador, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, where he will meet government authorities, representatives of the judiciary, and elected officials, as well as representatives of non-governmental organizations.

His report on the mission will be presented at the 60th session of the 53-member, Geneva-based Commission next March and April.

* * *

Chernobyl

15 October – Seventeen years after the accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power station the situation in the area remains “difficult’ – as does the coordination of international relief efforts, according to a United Nations report issued today.

In a report on “optimizing the international effort” to mitigate the consequences of the disaster, requested by the General Assembly, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan says “despite that fact that 17 years have passed since the accident, the situation in and around Chernobyl and the contaminated areas of Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine remains difficult.”

The report says, “More needs to be done to secure donor support in a systematic way. United Nations country teams are talking to donors in their respective countries, but this work needs to be invigorated and coordinated.”

The report suggests further study of three possibilities: a large donor conference, the organizing of donor field trips to the most-affected areas, and a coordinated approach in the donor capitals, in the UN Headquarters in New York and in the capitals of the three affected states.

“The United Nations programmes aimed at addressing the human consequences of the Chernobyl disaster have been chronically underfunded for many years. Because of the constraints felt by some donors, Chernobyl falls into a budgetary gap,” it says.

The Secretary-General’s report says that, “Though many donors have been generous with assistance over the years, it must be noted that some important projects have been discontinued and assistance suspended due to severe financial constraints.

“For the victims, Chernobyl is a personal and societal tragedy. For the rest of the world Chernobyl represents a disaster whose consequences need to be eliminated and the recurrence of which should be prevented.

“Herein lies the enlightened self-interest of the international community and the test of its solidarity with those who continue to live with the effects of the worst disaster of its kind that the world has known,” it says.

* * *

Foodcrops

15 October – Some 38 countries worldwide are facing “serious food shortages” the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reported today.

In a survey released in Rome, FAO said 23 of the 38 countries are in Africa, 8 in Asia, 5 in Latin America and 2 in Europe. The figures duplicate the statistics released in August as part of the FAO’s periodical review of food shortages.

Although the weather for planting and harvesting has improved in several areas, the report said, the problems of shortages are being compounded by wars, civil strife, and HIV/AIDS.

* * *

Russian Federation

15 October – The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today condemned the latest murder of a journalist in the Volga region of central Russia as an attack on democracy and freedom of the press.

“The murder of Alexei Sidorov marks yet another attack on democracy and transparency in Russia and must be condemned as such,” Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said. “It is alarming to note that Mr. Sidorov’s predecessor, Valery Ivanov, the founder of the Togliatti Review, was also murdered and that both journalists died in the line of duty.”

Mr. Sidorov, editor-in-chief of the Togliatti Review daily newspaper, or the Togliattinskoe Obozrenie, was killed last Thursday.

According to Reporters without Borders, an international organization that defends the rights of journalists, Mr. Ivanov, who was also managing director of independent Lada Television, was shot to death in front of his house in Togliatti in April 2002. Two senior journalists with Lada were killed in 2000 and 2001, it said.

Mr. Matsuura said he welcomed the Russian Interior Minister’s determination to solve the crime and prosecute the perpetrators, “giving a strong signal to those who seek to use violence to restrict freedom of the press, an essential component of democracy.”

* * *

Goodwill Ambassador

15 October – Actress Angelina Jolie of the United States has signed on for another two years as Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the agency reported today.

Ms. Jolie was appointed in August 2001 and has met with refugees in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Balkans and the North Caucasus in an attempt to draw public attention to the problems of displaced persons.

The actress is donating profits from   previews of her new movie, “Beyond Borders,” to UNHCR’s refugee programmes, with some $100,000 being raised to date, the agency said.

“I’m delighted Angelina Jolie has decided to spend more time with UNHCR,” said High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers. “She has done so much to bring visibility and public awareness to refugees over the last two years.”

Ms. Jolie will receive the UN Correspondents Association’s first Sergio Vieira de Mello Citizen of the World Award, named in honour of the UN diplomat killed 19 August in the terrorist bombing of UN headquarters in Iraq. The citation praises her efforts “to bring public attention to the plight of refugees across the globe, so that the world community will take action to help them.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                    AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michelle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **China’s First Mission to Space

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman:

           “The Secretary-General extends his warm congratulations to the People’s Republic of China on its first

     mission into space, and hopes for the safe and successful completion of this maiden voyage.

           “He notes that, as the exploration of space knows no national borders, the mission of the Shenzhou V is a

     step forward for all mankind.”

           **Situation in Gaza

           This statement concerns the situation in the Middle East:

           “The Secretary-General strongly condemns the deadly attack on a United States diplomatic convoy in Gaza today.  He views with alarm this apparently deliberate attack on diplomats.  The Secretary-General sends his condolences to the families of the three murdered Americans, and to all those who were injured.  He calls on the Palestinian Authority to act with speed and determination to bring to justice those responsible for the attack.”

           **Security Council - Iraq

           On Security Council matters, yesterday evening, the Council held closed consultations on Iraq to discuss the latest draft resolution.

           Following a short break, a new draft resolution, co-sponsored by the United States, Spain, the United

     Kingdom and Cameroon, was put “in blue”, as we say, that’s just before it goes to a vote.

           The consultations broke up at about 10:30 last night.  Council members are scheduled to resume

     consultations on Iraq at 3 today, with a view to holding a formal meeting to vote on the resolution afterwards.

           [It was later announced that consultations on Iraq would resume at 7 p.m.]

           **Security Council - Middle East

           Following last night's consultations, the Security Council voted on a draft resolution sponsored by Guinea,

     Malaysia, Pakistan and Syria, which would have declared illegal the “wall” being built by Israel on parts of the occupied Palestinian territory.

           The Security Council failed to adopt it due to a negative vote by a permanent member of the Council, the

     United States.

           The resolution also received four abstentions from Bulgaria, Cameroon, Germany and the United Kingdom.

           **Security Council – Timor-Leste

           The Security Council heard, in an open meeting this morning, a briefing by Kamalesh Sharma, the Special

     Representative of the Secretary-General for Timor-Leste.

           He expressed his concern that as the downsizing of the UN Mission advances, the risk of potential threats to stability in both rural and urban areas may rise, adding that it is doubtful if the National Police would be able to     respond effectively and have the confidence or maturity to handle security challenges by the end of the UN Mission’s  mandate, which is the 20th of May next year.

           He underscored that the Timorese and many partner countries strongly believe that continued substantive

     support would be needed in the immediate post-UN Mission period.

           **Viet Nam/Iraq

           Earlier today, a cargo ship carrying close to 1,500 metric tonnes of rice docked at the Iraqi port of Um Qasr.

           What is significant about this particular shipment is that it is Viet Nam’s first donation to the World Food

     Programme (WFP), and marks that country’s historic transformation from recipient of humanitarian aid to international donor.

           Less than three years ago, Viet Nam was on the receiving end of humanitarian assistance.

           The country has now progressed from being a significant importer of rice in the early 1980s to becoming the world's second-largest rice exporter.

           The $500,000 worth of rice will become part of Iraq’s nationwide public distribution system of food.

           For more information please pick up the WFP press release upstairs.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           Yesterday, we reported to you that the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo would start today its deployment of troops in Bogoro, Iga Barriere and Marabo in the Ituri province.

           Now the Mission has informed us that this deployment has been postponed due to the poor state of the roads caused by heavy rains.  The Mission said that the deployment would instead take place from Thursday of this week through Monday of next.

           Meanwhile all the armed groups in Bunia are gathering their troops for their future cantonment.  The Party for  the Unity and the Safeguard of the Integrity of Congo (that’s a political party) held an information meeting yesterday with some of its combatants.  The Union of Congolese Patriots, another faction, is using the UN radio to give  information to their troops on where to assemble.

           All the armed groups are required to give information to the UN Mission on the assembly areas of their

     respective troops by 19 October.

           **Liberia

           From Liberia, UN humanitarian agencies and their non-governmental organization (NGO) partners are scaling up their programmes to resettle internally displaced persons (IDPs), tackle shortages of clean drinking water and re-open schools.

           Humanitarian activities had been temporarily curtailed after a security incident in Monrovia on 1 October.

           You can read more about this in the latest humanitarian update on Liberia in my office.

           **Secretary-General’s Speech to Islamic Conference

           As I mentioned yesterday, the Secretary-General had planned to attend the summit of the Organization of the Islamic Conference that is taking place in Malaysia, but, unfortunately, has had to remain in New York for very important discussions relating to Iraq, in which he is intimately involved.

           Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, will attend the summit and will deliver a message on the Secretary-General’s behalf, which is to urge a united effort to address the extremism that  is on the rise not only in Islam, but among many faiths.

           He will also discuss recent developments throughout the Muslim world, including in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Palestinian territories.

           We have copies of his message, which is embargoed until 11 p.m. tonight, upstairs in my office.

           **Secretary-General’s Messages

           In a message issued today in Beijing, the Secretary-General notes the progress of the International Criminal Court, and says that the Court is an instrument of justice, not expediency.  It can and must serve as a bulwark against evil, but it must also act responsibly and deliberately.

           We have copies of that message, as well as one delivered on the Secretary-General’s behalf by the UN

     Children’s Fund Executive Director, Carol Bellamy, to the High-Level Meeting on the Elimination of Iodine Deficiency,  which is also taking place in Beijing today.  In that message, the Secretary-General says that making iodized salt available for all is one of the most affordable and effective investments we can make to build a better world for children.

           **Afghanistan

           From Afghanistan, in a press briefing held yesterday in Kabul, Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz, the Chairman of  the Security Council Committee on Al-Qaida and the Taliban, told journalists that there was a strong suspicion of a  link between drug trafficking and the increase in Taliban activities.

           He said that one of the most important issues of his Committee is to detect the money trail and the transfers

     of money, which had become more sophisticated.  He said the organizations of Al-Qaida have adjusted in response to  the sanctions, so the Committee would also look at other distribution channels of the money.

           We have the full transcript of his press briefing available upstairs.

           **Water Briefing

           A briefing entitled “Water for Life:  Fresh Perspectives on the World’s Water Crisis” will take place in the Dag  Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium tomorrow starting at 10:30 in the morning.

           This briefing, which is part of the International Year of Freshwater campaign, will feature speakers from the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the Permanent Mission of South Africa and Ocean Arks International, an  NGO dedicated to improving the world's water supplies.

           This briefing will continue in the afternoon at the UN Church Centre, where a panel discussion and an

     interactive session with the audience will be held.

           You’re all welcome to attend.

           **Migration

           Participants from the United Nations system, intergovernmental organizations and regional organizations are meeting today and tomorrow at UN Headquarters to coordinate their activities regarding international migration.

           The second Coordination Meeting on International Migration, organized by the Population Division of the

     Department of Economic and Social Affairs, seeks to respond to the mounting challenges of international migration and to provide further input on the issue to the General Assembly.

           **Special Rapporteur’s Visit to Brazil

           The Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Juan Miguel Petit, will visit Brazil from 3 to 14 November.

           During his visit, which comes at the invitation of the Government, he intends to meet government authorities,  representatives of the judiciary, parliamentarians, as well as representatives of non-governmental organizations.

           **UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador

           The UN refugee agency says Angelina Jolie has signed on for another two years as Goodwill Ambassador.

           Starting this month, funds raised from exclusive worldwide previews of her new movie, “Beyond Borders”, will  go towards UNHCR's refugee programmes.

           Already, donations related to these events have started streaming in to the agency, with more than $100,000  raised in ticket sales so far for the movie's world premiere in New York.

           In addition to her high-profile work for the refugee cause, the Goodwill Ambassador has also offered private thoughts on refugee situations in personal journals of her field trips.

           She will donate all the proceeds from her upcoming book, “Notes from My Travels:  Visits with Refugees in Africa, Cambodia, Pakistan and Ecuador”,

           **World Chronicle Screening

           The World Chronicle Programme produced by the Department of Public Information will feature Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary-General for Management.  That’s programme number 910.

           And you can see it today at 3:30 on in-house television channels 3 and 31.

           **Guest at Noon Tomorrow

           Our guest at tomorrow’s briefing will be the Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services, Dileep Nair.

           He will be here to launch his office’s annual report.

           That’s all I have for you.

           Questions and Answers

           Spokesman:  Yes, Sylviane?

           Question:  Would you state the official reaction of the Secretary-General on the wall built by Israel in the

     Palestinian territory?  Is it legal or not?

           Spokesman:  That is a matter that has just been discussed by the Security Council.  I don’t think he would

     comment on that at this time.  I would have to look into the archives to see if he has made any comments in the past on it.  And if you check with me after the briefing I’ll let you know.  [He later referred journalists to the final Quartet Statement of 26 September.]

           Question:  Here’s a question.  The Chinese astronaut brought a UN flag in orbit and, according to a report, he said hello to this world body.  What do you say in response?

           Spokesman:  I did have information on that subject.  We were waiting for the successful completion of the

     mission before going public with it.  So I’m not authorized to say anything about the flag, but if the astronaut did extend his greetings to the United Nations, we say “Hello” back and wish him a safe return.  Michelle?

           Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.  Thank you, Fred.

           Today the Assembly is focusing on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD):  on the progress made in implementation and on international support for the programme.

           You had a briefing from Professor Ibrahim Gambari on the programme yesterday.

           Forty-nine speakers are expected to take the floor on this issue, for the first time in the General Assembly.

           The debate was opened this morning by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mozambique, speaking on behalf of the African Union.

           The debate on the question of “equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security

     Council” will resume Thursday at the end of the debate on NEPAD.

           The debate is still open on two issues, the report of the Security Council and the question of membership of  the Security Council.  It will be summarized by President Hunte on Thursday.

           Women are the focus of the work of two Committees.

           The empowerment of women and migrants were essential stepping-stones towards meeting the Millennium  Development Goals of universal sustainable development and poverty-eradication, speakers told the Second Committee yesterday, as it took up its consideration of sustainable development and international economic cooperation.

           The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (the Third) today is to begin its consideration of the

     advancement of women.

           The Third Committee concluded yesterday its discussion of crime and drug issues.  Over the past few days,  delegations have raised concerns about the trafficking of human beings, drugs and small arms and the general spread of organized transnational crime through the use of modern technology.

           The threat posed by non-compliance with the global nuclear non-proliferation regime and the reasons

     underlying recent, well-publicized cases dominated debate yesterday in the First Committee (Disarmament and International Security).

           The First Committee will continue its general debate on all disarmament and related international security

     items, this afternoon.

           This is all I have for you.  Thank you.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Any questions?  Well, thank you very much.

                                                 * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Seagrass" ��The Washington Post - Findings (Seagrass)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wildlife" ��Scoop - �PRIVATE��Seagrass declining worldwide, threatening wildlife�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Atlas" ��ENN - UNEP: First 'World Atlas of Seagrasses' -   reveals vital role of marine meadows


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Financial Times (London,England) - Companies pressed to adopt higher standards:


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Sundarbans" ��The Independent (Bangladesh) - Sundarbans�
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