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UN checks Afghan  environment

United Nations scientists are examining the effects of almost 30 years of war on Afghanistan's environment. 

Five teams of foreign and Afghan experts are collecting  samples and examining sites around the country. 

Reporting to the UN Environment Programme (Unep), they hope to publish their report by December. 

Their field work, some carried out on horseback because of the terrain, is  supported by remote sensing using two radar systems. 

The chairman of Unep's Afghanistan Task Force is Pekka Haavisto, a former Finnish environment minister. 

               He said: "Afghanistan's environment has been heavily damaged by military activities, refugee movements, the overexploitation of natural resources, and a lack of management and institutional capacity. 

               "The past three years of drought have worsened this damage. Assessing and repairing the country's environment will prove vital to the long-term well-being of the Afghan people.

               Limited mobility 

               "In addition, protecting the environment will support sustainable rural development and enhance job creation in Afghanistan." 

 The five field missions' work is backed up by remote sensing using both classic optical radar  and synthetic aperture radar technology, mounted on a moving platform to produce an  enhanced image. 

The teams' priorities include:  identifying urban pollution hotspots identifying immediate and long-term threats to protected and vulnerable  areas  working out how to repair the damage collecting basic environmental data  training Afghan experts.

 Pekka Haavisto told BBC News Online: "We're a  bit limited by security - we can't go  everywhere, obviously. 

               "Our main concerns include biodiversity, and seeing what happened in Afghanistan's six protected areas, which amount to under 1% of  its land. And there may be a chance to  establish some new ones. 

               "We're very concerned about the forests. We think about 30% of   them have been lost since 1979. 

               "The last three years of drought are another worry. We can't make it rain, but we can check whether themany wells dug recently are taking too  much water. 

               "Aquifers are very low and wetlands almost dried out, and we want to help with planning  river basin management. 

               Afghan involvement 

               "In five cities - Kabul, Herat, Jalalabad, Kandahar and Mazar-e-Sharif - we'll be sampling drinking water and waste water. 

               "We'll also be checking hazardous waste and  air quality, which in Kabul in particular is badly affected by traffic and heating fuels." 

The Unep teams are working closely with the  Afghan Assistance Coordination Agency   (AACA) and several Afghan Government departments. 

The UN Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (Unama) is providing overall support for the  assessment. 

_____________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service (ENS)

13 September 2002

Experts: Global Treaty to Limit Mercury Needed 

GENEVA, Switzerland, September 13, 2002 (ENS) - World governments

should launch talks for a legally binding treaty to limit mercury damage to

human and ecosystem health, an international group of 150 scientists advised today. 

The Global Mercury Assessment Working Group of the United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP) concluded a week long meeting in Geneva

with the recommendation that governments negotiate a treaty. In the  meantime, countries should reduce mercury risks by cutting or eliminating the  production and consumption of the chemical by substituting other products and  processes, they said. 

Mercury is a toxic metal that is liquid at room temperature. (Photo courtesy Zyra)

Exposure to mercury is known to cause permanent damage to the brain,

nervous system, and kidneys. Pregnant women are particularly vulnerable as mercury may damage the developing  fetus. 

                      While mercury is released naturally from rocks, soil, and volcanoes, human activities have boosted atmospheric levels to some three times above  pre-industrial levels, the experts say. 

                      Estimates vary, but the UNEP group of experts says some 5,000 to 10,000 metric tons of mercury are thought to enter the atmosphere every year, 50 to 75 percent of it from human activities. 

                      The main human source of mercury emissions is coal combustion from electrical power plants and industrial, commercial and residential burners.

Other sources include municipal solid waste incineration, mining of non-ferrous metals, and artisanal gold mining. 

                      Thermometers containing  mercury (Photo credit unknown)

Mercury has been  widely used in consumer products because it is an excellent conductor of electricity and is highly malleable. Products containing include thermometers, dental fillings, fluorescent lamps and other electrical equipment, and some batteries. 

                      Mercury is used in several types of instruments common to electric utilities, municipalities and households, such as switches, barometers, meters,

temperature gauges, pressure gauges and sprinkler system contacts. 

                      It has been used as an ingredient in some pesticides and biocides, certain

pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics such as skin lightening creams. In some countries, mercury has ritual religious uses. 

                      People are most likely to be exposed to mercury by eating fish or shellfish contaminated with methylmercury, and many jurisdictions have issued fish consumption warnings based on the presence of mercury in fish. 

                      People can be exposed when breathing vapors in air from spills, incinerators, and industries that burn fuels containing mercury. Emissions from this factory in Northumberland, UK may contain mercury. (Photo courtesy Freefoto)

                      Mercury can be released from dental work or medical treatments, and dental or health service workers can be exposed from breathing contaminated workplace air or skin contact during use in the workplace. 

                     When placed in landfills mercury can slowly seep into groundwater or

evaporate into the air. It can travel over long distances and persist in the environment for lengthy periods of time. Two studies released in March show that mercury generated by fossil fuel burning power plants is falling from the sky in Antarctica and in the Arctic, and is entering the food chain. 

In addition to a legally binding mercury treaty, the Global Mercury Assessment Working Group urged governments to establish a non-binding global program of action, and strengthen cooperation among countries on information sharing, risk communication, assessment and related activities. 

                      The Working Group recommended immediate action to enhance outreach tovulnerable groups, such as pregnant women and provide technical and

financial support to developing countries and to countries with economies in  transition. 

                      Increased research, monitoring and data collection on the health and environmental aspects of mercury and on environmentally friendly alternatives to the chemical are among the group's recommendations. 

                      These recommendations and a detailed assessment report will be forwarded to UNEP's Governing Council which meets next February in Nairobi. 

                      Worker checks the main coal fired furnace at Niagara Mohawk's Dunkirk  steam station in New York. Burning coal for power produces emissions

laced with mercury. (Photo by David Parsons courtesy NREL)

                      "These recommendations from the scientists and experts are the first essential step on the road to reducing and one day eliminating the environmental  and health risks of mercury," said UNEP Executive Director  Klaus Toepfer. "Now it is up to the politician and policymakers to decide just where we go from here." 

                      Based on the working group's scientific and technical advice, the Governing Council may adopt political decisions that will set the course for future global action on mercury. 

                      Some countries are already taking action to deal with mercury pollution. The  European Union faces a bill of up to 330 million euros (US$324 million) to dispose safely of excess mercury stocks from an obsolete method of chlorine production. 

                      The U.S. Senate passed legislation earlier this month that would ban the sale of mercury fever thermometers anywhere in the United States. 

                      In May, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposed changing waste  regulations for computers, televisions and mercury containing equipment to discourage the flow of these materials to municipal landfills and incinerators. 

                      For more information about mercury see the Mercury Fact Sheet from the U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry at:                      http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/tfacts46.html 

                      A U.S. nonprofit organization working to alert the public to the dangers of mercury is the Mercury Policy Project at: http://www.mercurypolicy.org/ 

                      The U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet on Mercury in Aquatic Ecosystems is  at: http://water.usgs.gov/wid/FS_216-95/FS_216-95.html 

                      For more about the dental use of mercury visit Dental Amalgam Mercury  Syndrome at: http://www.amalgam.org/

_____________________________________________________________________

Teheran Times

16 September 2002

Global Treaty mooted to control Mercury

                                            GENEVA -- Scientific experts from around the world agreed on

                                            Friday that there was enough evidence of the dangers posed by

                                            mercury to human health to justify international action, an official

                                            statement said.

                                            Among options they will forward to member governments of the

                                            United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) was starting

                                            negotiations on a full global treaty to restrict mercury use, their

                                            conference chairman, Jim Willis, told Reuters.

                                            The gathering of some 150 experts from some 60 countries was

                                            called by UNEP amid growing concern among both health and

                                            environmental bodies over the effects of mercury, which UNEP says

                                            kills and maims hundreds of people every year. This week's

                                            meeting, an official statement said, "concluded that there is

                                            sufficient evidence of significant global adverse impacts to warrant

                                            international action...." Such action, it added, would be aimed at

                                            reducing "the risks to human health and the environment arising

                                            from the release of mercury into the environment."

                                            The heavy metal, used in or released by many industrial processes

                                            as well as in dentistry and medical thermometers, is transformed by

                                            contact with water into a poisonous compound easily absorbed by

                                            humans, animals and fish.

                                            Over recent decades, there have been several cases around the

                                            world of mass poisoning among coastal communities -- including

                                            one in Japan -- which have high levels of fish in their diet.

                                            Freshwater fish varieties are also major carriers.

                                            *** Traces in All Humans **** UNEP says almost all humans,

                                            animals and fish have traces of mercury -- released naturally from

                                            rocks but also created by coal burning and incinerating waste -- in

                                            their tissues. The danger comes when these accumulations build

                                            up.

                                            Mercury poisoning can cause serious brain and kidney damage

                                            even when absorbed at low levels, experts say.

                                            The experts meeting this week in UNEP's mercury assessment

                                            working group set out a range of ideas for governments to consider,

                                            including simply increasing information exchanges and substituting

                                            other products for the liquid metal mercury. But Willis, UNEP's

                                            chemicals director, said these options "go right up to starting talks

                                            on a legally-binding treaty."

                                            UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said the recommendations

                                            "are the first essential step on the road to reducing and one day

                                            eliminating the environmental and health risks of mercury.

                                            "Now it is up to the politicians and policy-makers to decide just

                                            where do we go from here," he declared.

                                            The experts' suggestions will be discussed at a meeting of the

                                            UNEP governing council -- on which most governments sit -- at its

                                            Nairobi headquarters on February 3-7 next year.

                                            Diplomats following the Geneva meeting said it was unlikely that any

                                            agreement would be reached immediately on full treaty talks given

                                            the threat this might pose to the future of some industries in both

                                            rich and poor countries.

                                            But they said there could be acceptance of another option to emerge

                                            from this week's discussions -- establishment of a non-binding

                                            program of action to reduce the risks.

_____________________________________________________________________

ENS

13 September 2002

Kenya Arms Wildlife Wardens with Powerful Weapons 

  NAIROBI, Kenya, September 13, 2002 (ENS) - Kenya has decided to equip its

  game wardens with new AK-101 and AK-102 Kalashnikov automatic rifles,

  replacing the old AK-47 and G-3 rifles which had been used by the Kenya

Wildlife Service rangers for the past 10 years. 

                      The purchase of the rifles from Russia has been confirmed by the Kenya Wildlife Service Director Joseph Kioko, who says the new automatic rifles will          match the more sophisticated weapons used by poachers. 

                      Kenya wildlife ranger with an older weapon (Photos courtesy

                      KWS)

                      Local papers say that this is the first time Kenya  has purchased arms from Russia. The country had previously relied on arms from Britain and

United States. 

                      Although the number of firearms to be purchased has not been made clear, Kioko has told journalists that the Russians "offered the best deal." Other companies from Israel and Europe bid on the tender, "but the Russian firm met our specifications," Kioko said. 

                      The rearming of wildlife rangers is viewed as necessary as debate picks up on the implications of reopening the international ivory trade at the upcoming 12th Conference of Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Chile in November. 

                      Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe are proposing to export specific quantities of ivory under controlled conditions. Kenya and India are proposing to transfer all African elephant populations to listing on CITES Appendix I, thus prohibiting commercial trade. 

                       Kenyan elephant carries the tusks that threaten his life. 

                       This year Kenya has lost more than 50 elephants to poachers, and there is fear that if the  international trade in ivory is opened, Kenya's 30,000 elephants would be under serious threat from poachers who would use the legal trade as a mask for their illegal dealings. 

"It is for this reason why Kenya and India would vigorously oppose the lifting of the ban on the international trade in ivory during the next CITES meeting in November," says Kioko. 

Already the NGO Forum on Conservation in Kenya has asked African nations

to oppose any proposals to reopen the trade and has asked the East African

elephant range states to tred carefully when making decisions to sell ivory stockpiles before a monitoring program is fully implemented. 

Kenya and India have been two of the world's most vocal defenders of

elephants through calling for the continuation of a total ban on trade in ivory

for the foreseeable future. 

                      "The possibility of reopening the ivory trade is reviving the desire for it, and it  has already been noted that European tourists are buying ivory illegally in     Asian markets. This must be discouraged," says Kioko. 

                      Kenyan conservationists say that previous ivory quota systems devised by CITES failed to protect elephants because enormous and growing markets in                    the East had the capacity to consume more ivory than Africa could legally supply. This resulted in enormous volumes of illegal ivory trafficking. 

They warn that, even with an ivory quota system, African elephants are predicted to decline to extinction within 10 years if they are listed under Appendix II. Trade in animals and their parts listed on Appendix II may take place under monitored and controlled conditions.

Ivory seized recently by Kenyan officials indicate that illegal markets in Asia are flourishing.  Before the current ban CITES on commercial trade in elephant ivory                   was implemented in 1990, the African elephant population declined by 53 percent between 1979 and 1989. 

                      By 1989, it was estimated that 90 percent of the ivory in trade came from poached elephants. Today conservationists say that the CITES ivory trade ban is working, as evidenced  by the fact that in the 10 years after the ban, the continental African elephant  population is no longer in decline. 

                      Still, say conservationists, the monitoring system put in place had not worked.  Winnie Kiiru, the East Africa coordinator of Born Free Foundation says that

although the Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) was instituted

several years ago, its implementation is still at its infancy level. "It cannot provide essential and adequate information to CITES to enable the  Convention to make appropriate decisions on elephants," she says. 

                      MIKE is a site based system that was established during the CITES meeting in 1997 to monitor elephant population trends. It is intended to enable elephant  range states make appropriate management and enforcement decisions and to build institutional capacity for long term elephant management. 

                      Kenyan conservationists say that since the country is surrounded by

countries at war, poaching is becoming more complex, and rangers need much

more sophisticated firearms to match those of the poachers. They also say that the higher demand for ivory is increasing that risk. 

                      Ali Kaka, executive director of the East Africa Wildlife Service, says, "The threat imposed by reopening of ivory trade is real. The primary cause of the

 decline in elephants has been poaching. There still exists an illegal market as

 is evidenced by increasing ivory seizures while enroute to these markets," he

 says. 

                      Ever since a herd of elephants was butchered in Samburu National Park early this year, there has been fear that a resurgence of organized poaching could hit the country. But Kenya Wildlife Service officials say there is no organized  gang of poachers in the Samburu District only that the locals "have acquired automatic guns illegally." 

                      "They have been coexisting with wildlife over the years, but a mysterious culture change has taken place where game trophies are being priced more

than livestock. This is what has led a few Morans [Maasai word for young warriors] into killing elephants particularly within the Samburu and Isiolo-Marsabit borders," said Kioko in April. 

Kenyans demonstrate in Nairobi against legalization  of the ivory trade.  In March, Kenya Wildlife Service security  personnel tracked poachers at Tsavo National Park and recovered a G3 rifle, 216 rounds of ammunition and a rifle-propelled

grenade. 

It is not clear whether these events led to  the purchase of the sophisticated weapons

but in 2001, the Kenya Wildlife Service recruited a large security force of 400                                        rangers and 50 officers into the service. They have been deployed in all the national parks to beef up security and management capacity. 

                      Officials at the wildlife service say they have too few rangers to patrol its parks. Currently, they have about 1,000 rangers and need 2,500 more to staff  the forest reserves of Mt. Kenya, Abderdares, Shimba Hills and Mt. Elgon,  plus the Maasai Mara, Amboseli, Tsavo and Marsabit parks. 

                      "Kenya's stand opposing the ivory trade is influenced by a history, which has taught us some very painful lessons," says Kioko. "Between 1970 and 1985                 Kenya lost 85 percent of her elephant numbers, while Africa lost over half of                    her elephants during the 1980s." 

                      As Kenya urges the CITES Parties to evaluate the potential of less risky                     options such as non-commercial transfers of ivory and to take note of the  more lucrative non-consumptive tourism industry, it is not taking risks with its little herd of elephants and wants to arm its rangers in advance of an increase in poaching. 

___________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse (AFP)

13 September 2002

Experts recommend ways to stem harmful impact of mercury 

Chemical experts believe global action is needed to reduce the risks from the toxic metal mercury for human health and the environment, the UN said here on Friday. 

      After a five-day meeting 150 officials recommended to governments a list of options for dealing with the   dangers of mercury, it added. 

      They include reducing or eliminating the production and consumption of mercury, and the launch of talks on a legally-binding treaty. "These recommendations from the scientists and experts are the first essential step

      on the road to reducing and one day eliminating the environmental and health risks of mercury," Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said. 

      "Now it is up to the politicians and policy-makers to decide just where we go from here," said the head of  the UNEP, which organised the meeting. 

      The experts concluded there was "sufficient evidence of significant global adverse impacts to warrant  international action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment", the UN statement said. 

      The working group also recommended immediate measures for improving help and information for vulnerable groups such as pregnant women, and for providing technical and financial help to developing countries. 

      Most people are exposed to the metal primarily through eating fish, and chronic, low-level exposure may lead to permanent brain, kidney or nervous system damage, the Nairobi-based UN agency said. 

      In the 1960s and 70s, several thousand people living near Minamata Bay in Japan, some 800 kilometres (500  miles) southwest of Tokyo, became sick or died after eating seafood contaminated with mercury from a nearby factory. 

      "A highly toxic chemical, mercury can poison and kill both human beings and wildlife," the UNEP statement  said. 

      Mercury, which has been widely used because it is a good conductor and malleable, has been used in  thermometres, dental fillings and some batteries. 

      It has also been used as an ingredient in some pesticides, biocides, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics such skin-lightening creams. 

      Activists from the US based Consumers for Dental Choice, present in Geneva this week for the meeting, campaigned for an end to the use of mercury in dental fillings. They underlined that "silver" fillings contain 50 percent mercury. 

      Released naturally from rocks, soil and volcanoes, the main manmade source of mercury emissions is from coal combustion from electrical power plants. 

      The recommendations will now be presented to the UNEP governing council meeting February 3-7 in Nairobi. 

      The council will adopt political decisions to set the future course for action on mercury, the UN statement said.

_____________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service 

 September 13, 2002
OZONE LAYER IS MENDING, SCIENTISTS FIND 

      Readings of the lower atmosphere show that ozone-depleting substances continue their slow decline since reaching a peak in the 1992-1994 period, proving that policies to control certain human activities are  having the desired effect, says the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 

      The United Nations-sponsored International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, Monday, Sept. 16,  gives scientists the opportunity to remind the global community that, while progress has been made in slowing ozone depletion, there is still work to be done. 

      International treaties to protect the Earth's atmospheric ozone layer are having a positive impact, conclude  the WMO and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in their latest scientific assessment of the natural shield that protects all living species from the harmful effects of the sun's ultraviolet (UV) rays. 

      The presence of chlorine in the atmosphere is diminishing, while bromine, another ozone-depleting substance continues to rise, although at a slower rate than the WMO recorded in 1998. The ozone hole over  Antarctica, discovered in the early 1980s, should disappear by the middle of this century, says Mo Lagarde, spokesman for the Geneva-based WMO. 

      The international community approved the Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer in 1985, and two years later 180 countries signed the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and its subsequent amendments. 

      These two legal instruments are seen as key for abolishing the production and consumption of  ozone-depleting materials. They establish separate phase-out timelines for the industrialized North and the developing South, taking into account that poor countries need more time to accumulate the financial and technological resources to replacement those substances. 

      The WMO and UNEP have proven in this new evaluation that "the Montreal Protocol works," said Lagarde. 

      The hole -- or more accurately, the thinning -- in the ozone layer, caused by industrial substances that the Protocol controls, should begin to close the next decade, according to the international agency. 

      The Protocol's effectiveness is also evident in the upper reaches of the atmosphere, the stratosphere, where the presence of ozone-depleting gases is currently at its peak, or very close to it, said Lagarde. 

      The recovery of the protective ozone layer by mid-century, according to the predicted timeframe, requires that all nations must comply with the stipulations of the Montreal Protocol and its reforms and that all other related variables remain the same. 

      For example, another major volcanic eruption, like the 1991 eruption of Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines, could launch particles into that atmosphere that are harmful to the ozone layer, thus requiring a  recalculation of the recovery process. 

      The WMO report notes that ozone depletion and the greenhouse effect, the cause of climate change, are  interconnected through shared chemical and physical processes. 

      For example, the reduction of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) in the atmosphere credited to the application of  the Montreal Protocol also means a decline in the contribution of those gases to the greenhouse effect. 

      However, the hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) used to replace CFCs -- utilized as refrigerants, aerosols and solvent cleaners -- will increase the greenhouse effect, the accumulation of pollutants in the atmosphere that causes global warming. 

      These substances are produced by industrial sources and their presence in the atmosphere is a  consequence of human activity, not natural processes, as proven by analysis of air trapped in snow since the late 19th century, in other words, prior to the widespread industrial use of ozone-depleting chemicals. 

      But these observations do not allow scientists to assert that the ozone hole has achieved its maximum size,  says the WMO. The annual cycle of the hole's appearance is now beginning earlier, in late July or early August, and lasting longer. 

      In the 1980s, the ozone hole would begin to disappear in early November, but in the 1990s it only did so in  the first days of December. 

      In global terms, in the 1997-2001 period, the ozone layer saw a three-percent decline in what is known as the ozone column, the depth or thickness of the atmospheric layer, compared to the average for 1964-1980, when the ozone hole had not yet been discovered. 

      But the lowest average ozone column occurred in 1992-1993, when it was recorded at five percent less than in 1964-1980. 

      In the tropics, the area between 25 degrees latitude North and South of the Equator, there have been no notable trends in the ozone column. 

      The differences appear in comparing the Northern Hemisphere at the middle latitudes (35 to 60 degrees North) and the same coordinates in the Southern Hemisphere. 

      From 1997 to 2001, the ozone column in the north was three percent below its pre-1980s average, while in the south it was six percent less for the same periods. 

      In the Arctic, the loss of ozone is manifest in the winter- spring season and shows marked variations that are linked to the changes in the meteorological conditions in the stratosphere from one winter to the next. 

      In the 1999-2000 season, characterized by the WMO as "an unusually and persistently cold Arctic stratospheric winter", ozone depletion was significant. In contrast, during the warmer 1998-1999 Arctic  winter, there was relatively little depletion. 

      Three of the last four Arctic winters have been warm, with limited reduction of ozone, while six of the nine  previous winters were cold, with greater ozone loss. 

      Although the depletion of the ozone over the Arctic is quite variable and difficult to predict, WMO scientists believe it is unlikely that the region could see a hole like that over Antarctica to form in the Arctic in the future, said Lagarde. 

      "The ozone layer will remain particularly vulnerable during the next decade or so, even with full compliance" by all states with the Montreal Protocol and other treaties that protect it, states the WMO report. 

      According to a UNEP "backgrounder" on the ozone problem, if the Montreal Protocol did not exist, by the  year 2050 ozone depletion would have risen to at least 50 percent in the Northern Hemisphere's middle  latitudes and 70 percent in the southern middle latitudes, "about 10 times worse than current levels". 

      The consequences would have meant that people living in those areas would be exposed, respectively, to twice and quadruple the amount of UV radiation. 

      The catastrophic human health consequences, according to UNEP projections, would have included 19 million more cases of non-melanoma skin cancer and 1.5 million cases of melanoma cancer. 

_____________________________________________________________________

Dawn (Pakistan Group of Newspapers)

13 September 2002

 Ozone layer on the road to recovery: report 

                         NAIROBI: The damaged ozone layer - the shield that protects the earth from harmful solar radiation - is showing signs of recovery, according to a new study. 

                         The summary of a report by senior scientists, being made public in Paris on Monday, indicates that levels of ozone-depleting chemicals in the atmosphere have peaked or are on the decline. 

                         However, the report from the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological  Organization (WMO) says the ozone layer will remain vulnerable during the next decade or so. 

                         The report comes from a panel that has reviewed the status of the ozone layer once every four years since an international treaty on ozone-depleting substances, known as the Montreal Protocol, came into effect in 1987. 

                         "These results confirm that the Montreal Protocol is achieving its objectives," said Gerard Megie, one of the report's authors.

                         "During the next decades, we should see a recovery of the ozone layer." 

                         Levels of ozone-depleting chemicals in the troposphere (the lower part of the atmosphere) are slowly declining, while levels in the stratosphere (upper atmosphere) are at or near their peak, says the report. 

                         The hole in the ozone layer over the Antarctic has increased in size over the past decade but not as rapidly as during the 1980s, says the report. 

                         Industrialized countries have phased out most substances blamed for depleting the ozone layer, such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), once widely used in aerosol propellants, air conditioners and refrigerators. 

                         The developing countries that have signed the Montreal Protocol are committed to reducing their consumption and production of  CFCs by 50 per cent by the year 2005 and by 85 per cent by 2007. 

                         The report warns that if governments fail to meet targets set out in the Montreal Protocol to reduce the use of such chemicals, the ozone layer's recovery could falter. 

                         "The total atmospheric abundance of ozone-depleting gases will decline to pre-Antarctic ozone-hole amounts only with adherence to the Montreal Protocol's full provisions on production of ozone- depleting substances," says the report. 

                         The report's executive summary is being released on Monday, International Ozone Day, with the full report scheduled to come next year.-dpa 

___________________________________________________________________________________             

M2 PRESSWIRE 

September 13, 2002 

UNEP to assess environmental damage in Afghanistan 

      (UNEP) - Five teams totalling 20 Afghan and international scientists and experts will depart Kabul today to collect samples and examine sites around the country in the first-ever effort to assess how 30 years of conflict have affected Afghanistan's environment. 

      "Although often forgotten when conflicts end and reconstruction begins, the natural environment is the foundation for all human society and civilization", said Klaus T'pfer, the Executive Director of the United  Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which is leading the assessment. 

      "To succeed in the long term, the rebuilding of Afghanistan must therefore include efforts to revive and protect wildlife and ecosystems, clean up contaminated sites, and manage natural resources such as freshwater and forests more sustainably", he said. 

      It is estimated that Afghanistan has lost up to 30 per cent of its forests since 1979, so that less than two per cent of the country remains forested. Rangelands, watersheds and agricultural areas are also severely  degraded. Afghanistan boasts a rich heritage of biological diversity, but its six protected areas cover less  than one per cent of the land. "During almost 30 years of conflict, Afghanistan's environment has been

      heavily damaged by military activities, refugee movements, the overexploitation of natural resources, and a  lack of management and institutional capacity", said Pekka Haavisto, Chairman of the UNEP Afghanistan Task Force. 

      "The past three years of drought have worsened this damage. 

      Assessing and repairing the country's environment will prove vital to the long-term well-being of the Afghan people. In addition, protecting the environment will support sustainable rural development and enhance job creation in Afghanistan", he said. 

      The tasks of the mission's five assessment teams are to: 

      - Identify urban pollution hotspots and other threats to the urban environment and human health; 

      - Determine the legal and ecological status, condition and extent of existing and potential protected areas,  wetlands and forested areas; 

      - Identify immediate and long-term threats to these sites; 

      - Determine management and remediation strategies to ameliorate, improve, protect and maintain the natural resources of these sites; 

      - Collect baseline data on environmental conditions, biodiversity and other relevant parameters; 

      - Transfer knowledge and build capacity through on-site training of Afghan experts, workshops, discussion sessions and seminars; and 

      - Generate reports detailing findings and providing recommendations and project proposals. 

      The field missions will be supplemented by an environmental analysis based on remote sensing, using a combination of classic optical and state-of-the-art synthetic aperture radar technology. 

      In addition, UNEP will conduct an in-depth analysis of international environmental conventions to determine what opportunities and potential benefits they may offer Afghanistan. 

      UNEP will also assess Afghanistan's existing environmental institutions and provide recommendations for structuring the environmental administration in a way that meets Afghanistan's needs and incorporates best international practices. 

      The final report detailing the findings will be published in December 2002. The report will also recommend projects for lessening or remedying environmental threats, improving the institutional framework, increasing Afghanistan's capacity for environmental management and protection, creating jobs in the environmental      sector, and improving the implementation of international environmental agreements. 

      The UNEP mission is financially supported by a number of Governments, including Finland and Switzerland. 

      The UNEP environmental assessment is being fully coordinated with the Afghan Assistance Coordination Agency (AACA), in cooperation with the Ministry for Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment, the Ministry of Public Health, and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 

      The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) have all seconded an expert to participate in the field mission. The United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (UNAMA) is providing overall support for the assessment. 

 ____________________________________________________________________

BBC

15 September 2002
Battle to contain SA slick 

               Fire is still raging on board the stricken freighter  Rescue workers in South Africa are laying oil-absorbent booms to try to protect a world-renowned nature reserve  from a spreading oil slick leaking out of a burning ship. 

               The specialist equipment backs up earlier attempts to build up sand banks to stop the oil spreading to the  Saint Lucia Wetland Park, a World Heritage site. 

               Conservationists and salvage  workers will also try to work out whether the stranded Jolly Rubino freighter - carrying a load of toxic chemicals - can be refloated and towed to sea or if the oil must be pumped out. 

               The crew abandoned ship after it caught fire on Tuesday, 25 nautical miles              (46 kilometres) off the coast, and then drifted towards shore, becoming grounded                on rocks less than 200 yards from the wetlands, a key breeding ground and wildlife sanctuary. 

               Weather hindrance 

               Changing weather conditions continue to affect the salvage operation. 

               Work was hampered earlier by gale-force winds and though they have now died down, a change in direction could push the oil slick towards mussel beds, an official  for KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife said. 

               Richard Penn Sawers, marine conservation of the Greater Saint Lucia

               Wetland Park, said: "Today [Sunday], we will  hopefully complete laying

               the oil-absorbent pontoons that will close off the [Umfolozi] estuary

               completely. 

               He was quoted by the AFP news agency as saying that a study of 235 birds in the  estuary early on Sunday morning had shown the  environmentally sensitive                area to be free of heavy fuel oil. 

               Birds are regarded as good indicators of water pollution levels. 

               "A total of 205 of these birds were of the wading species and they all looked fine," Mr Sawers said. 

               Disaster declaration 

               Sipho Magwaza, the director of community services  involved with disaster management in the area, said the area surrounding the shipwreck could be declared a

disaster area to release funds needed to clean up the tar and debris along the coast. 

               Captain Nicholas Sloane, salvage master for Smit Salvage, warned that more fuel could leak, or even explode, if the Jolly Rubino broke up. 

               But decisions on whether to tow the vessel out to sea or pump out the oil on

               board could only be taken once the fire was out. 

               By Sunday, the oil that has leaked from the ship's fuel tanks had spread more

               than six miles (11km) along the coast and some had washed up on beaches. 

               Richard's Bay Harbour Master Mike Brophy said about 70 containers, many

               of them containing the toxic chemical phenol, had washed overboard. 

               The 22 crew of the Jolly Rubino were airlifted to safety on Tuesday and the ship's dog was rescued on Friday. 

               The Italian-flagged ship had left Durban in South Africa  for a journey to Mombasa, Kenya. 

_____________________________________________________________________

Lebanon: Irrigation Decision Final

14 September 2002

Lebanon's President Says Decision to Divert Water From River Shared With Israel Final

BEIRUT, Lebanon Sept. 14 - Despite Israeli military threats, Lebanon will start pumping water from a shared border river for its southern villages, President Emile Lahoud said Saturday.

"Lebanon's decision to benefit from the Wazzani River's waters to irrigate its parched land and villages in the south is final and irreversible," Lahoud said of the project to divert water from the Hasbani and Wazzani rivers, which flow from Lebanon into Israel's Sea of Galilee. The sea is Israel's main water reserve.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon this week met with senior army officers to discuss the Lebanese water project. Israel Radio reported that Israel had sent a warning to Lebanon to stop the project.

"The Israeli threats will not keep international agreements and documents ... from being implemented," Lahoud said, according to a statement released by his office.

Paul Patin, a U.S. Embassy spokesman in Israel, said Washington is "urging both governments to pursue a peaceful solution to the problem."

Israeli officials have made pointed reminders that Israel went to war in 1964 to stop Syria from diverting the headwaters of the Jordan River.

"It was precisely in this area ... that the fighting over the water began," said Uri Saguy, a retired general who is now chairman of the national Israeli water company, Mekorot.

Transport Minister Ephraim Sneh has said Israel wants to avoid a flare-up on its northern border, especially when the army is engaged in the conflict with the Palestinians.

In Cairo, the Arab League issued a statement Saturday backing Lebanon's position in the face of the "Israeli threats ... of war."

The Lebanese project began several months ago and is expected to be completed in about two months.

Lebanon pumps about 245 million cubic feet annually from the Hasbani and Wazzani rivers. That amount is expected to increase to 315 million cubic feet when the project is finished.

Israel controlled the Hasbani and Wazzani waters during its 18-year occupation of a southern Lebanon border zone that ended in May 2000. The rivers converge in a gorge on the Lebanese side of the border, but their waters flow into northern Israel and the Sea of Galilee.

____________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

13 September 2002

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the  Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is scheduled to hold a closed meeting in the Security Council Chamber at 12:15 p.m. on  the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

           The Secretary-General, as well as DRC President Joseph Kabila, Rwandan President Paul Kagame and South  African Foreign Minister Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma are expected to attend the one-hour meeting.

           **Secretary-General Lunch with P5

           The Secretary-General is hosting the annual luncheon in honour of the Foreign Ministers of the Permanent Five members of the Security Council.  They are expected to discuss major items on the Council’s agenda.

           Following the luncheon, Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, in his capacity as Coordinator of the P-5, is expected to speak to reporters at the stakeout microphone outside the Security Council.

           **Afghanistan

           At 3:30 this afternoon, in the Economic and Social Council Chamber, there will be a closed high-level meeting on Afghanistan, with participants from key countries involved in the reconstruction and security efforts in Afghanistan.

           The Secretary-General will open the meeting with a brief statement in which he will pay tribute to the President of Afghanistan for his courage and to the Afghan people for their achievement.  He will also highlight the challenges that the country is facing now.

           The President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai, will then take stock of the situation in the country nine months  after the Bonn Agreement and outline the priorities for the future.

           The floor will then be open to all the 23 participants.

           We have the list of participants available in the office.

           A communique will be adopted at the end of the meeting and it will be available in the Spokesman’s Office in all the official languages.

           President Karzai has agreed to speak to you at the stakeout outside the Security Council at about 4:30 p.m.

           **Quartet

           On the eve of the Quartet Principle's meeting on Tuesday, the Secretary-General’s Middle East Envoy, Terje Roed Larsen, will brief you during Monday’s noon briefing.

           He will discuss the current diplomatic efforts in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process as well as the dire humanitarian situation in the West Bank and Gaza.  In addition, he will release the latest UN report on the Palestinian  economy, which includes important new statistics from the first half of 2002.

           **Yugoslavia

           In a report to the General Assembly that is out on the racks today, the Secretary-General says that democratic reform in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has stabilized the situation in that country and in south-eastern Europe generally, but he notes that more than 600,000 refugees and displaced persons remain in the country.

           Progress on durable solutions for Kosovo’s internally displaced people is particularly difficult and protracted,  and the Secretary-General says it is perhaps the most important humanitarian issue.  But in general, the report says, Yugoslavia’s humanitarian needs have become significantly less since 2001.

           **International Court of Justice Candidates

           Today, in a note on the racks, the Secretary-General transmits to the Security Council and the General  Assembly a list of 10 candidates for elections to fill the five vacancies that will open on the International Court of  Justice (ICJ) next February.

           Over the course of the current General Assembly session, the Council and Assembly are to elect five judges out of that pool of 10, to serve nine-year sentences on the ICJ, beginning next 5 February.

           **UN/AIDS

           In their continuing effort to raise public awareness of the fight against HIV/AIDS, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and UNAIDS have embarked in a partnership with the Sauber Petronas Formula One racing team.

           In this first of its kind of partnership, Sauber Petronas will brand its cars with the “Stop AIDS” slogan and the red ribbon symbolizing the fight against the disease.

           The programme will run in three upcoming Grand Prix races on three continents:  Monza, Italy, this Sunday, Indianapolis in the United States on 29 September and Suzuka, Japan, on 13 October.

           Sauber Petronas has two cars in each of those races.

           Adolf Ogi, the Secretary-General's Special Adviser for Sport and Development, who brought the UN agencies and the Formula One Team together, said: "This partnership is another example of constructive cooperation between  the world of sports and the UN.  The high profile of Formula One racing is exactly the type of platform that the worldwide fight against AIDS requires."

           On average, live TV broadcasts of Formula One reach 350 million spectators per race.  In 2001 alone, Formula One races and related news coverage were viewed by a cumulative total of 54 billion viewers, making it one of the  most-watched sports in the world.

           The initiative, through a Web site called "stop-aids.com", will support fundraising for two projects that provide housing and care to AIDS orphans in Botswana, where close to 70,000 children under the age of 15 have lost one or

     both parents to AIDS.  The two AIDS orphan projects in Botswana are being managed by local communities and funded by UNDP.

           **UN Administrative Tribunal

           The United Nations Administrative Tribunal has handed down a judgement in the case of Cheickh Bangoura, who worked under a series of short-term contracts for the International Drug Control Programme in Vienna.

           The Tribunal ordered that Mr. Bangoura be compensated for wrongs done to him by the Administration.

           There are details in a press release, including the full text of the Tribunal's judgement, in English and inFrench.

           **Press Releases

           We have a couple of press releases to highlight for you.

           In Geneva today, the United Nations Children's Fund announced that starting on 1 September this year, flour milled in Nigeria has been fortified with vitamin A.  Some of the vegetable oil and sugar manufacturers have also started fortifying their products and others have pledged to begin fortification by the end of the year.  The addition of vitamin A could help prevent the deaths of more than 300,000 over the next 10 years. 

           In a second release, the United Nations Environment Programme’s Global Mercury Assessment Working Group, meeting in Geneva, has concluded that international action should be taken to reduce the risks to humans and  the environment from the release of mercury.  The group of about 150 experts says that there is enough evidence of mercury's adverse impact on the environment and have recommended a number of immediate actions for outreach to vulnerable groups and for technical cooperation with developing countries. 

           Finally, we also have media kits and a press release embargoed until Monday, on an exhibition called Poverty and Health:  Challenges to Development in Africa, which will be opened on Monday in conjunction with the General Assembly High-level meeting on Africa.

           **Signings

           This afternoon, El Salvador will sign the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families.

           Also this afternoon, Denmark will sign the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court.

           **Budget

           Jamaica and Nigeria today joined the list of countries which have paid their regular budget contributions in full.  Jamaica made a payment of more than

     $42,000 and Nigeria more than $621,000.  There are now 102 fully paid-up Member States.

           **Press Conferences

           This afternoon at 1:30 in Room 226, Dr. Per Stig Moeller, the Foreign Minister of Denmark, speaking on behalf  of the European Union (EU) Presidency, will be joined by Javier Solana, the EU's High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy, and EU Commissioner Chris Patten; and, at 4 p.m. President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela

     will brief you; also, at 6:30 p.m., the Spokesman for the Foreign Minister of Japan will brief you.

           **The Week Ahead at the United Nations

           We have the Week Ahead available but, of course, I think we'll all be working through the weekend as the general debate continues on Saturday and Sunday.

           The Spokesman's Office will be manned throughout both days.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question: What was the Secretary-General's reaction to President Bush's speech yesterday?

           Spokesman:  The Secretary-General's s position was laid out in his speech to the Assembly.  I don't think he would have any particular comment on the President's speech except to say that he was grateful that the President pledged to work through the international community and specifically through the Security Council in determining what should be done with Iraq.  He hopes all Member States can cooperate in coming up with a political solution to the problem.

           Question:  When will the Secretary-General be available to the press?

           Spokesman:  I think the Secretary-General wants governments to sort this out now among themselves.  There are clearly very high-level consultations going on —- capital to capital.  It is not a debate he wants to be a part of except for the basic position he laid out in his speech emphasizing the importance of the multilateral approach.

           Question:  Do you have a date for the Secretary-General's meeting with the Iraqi Foreign Minister?  Also, do you have a read-out on his meeting this morning with the Colombian President?

           Spokesman:  I don't have a date yet.  I did ask his office to let us know as soon as they have fixed a date. 

     There is no question there will be a meeting —- it's just a matter of sorting out the programme.

           On the meeting with President Uribe of Colombia with the Secretary-General this morning... Of course, they discussed the situation in Colombia, as well as the Secretary-General's continuing good offices in support of the search for a negotiated solution to the country's longstanding conflict.  The Secretary-General affirmed the UN's commitment to reconciliation in Colombia, to humanitarian efforts and to human rights.

           Question:  Are there any briefings scheduled for the weekend?

           Spokesman:  I believe we have scheduled some briefings with heads of State or delegations but you should  check my Office for the schedule. 

           Question:  The report being released on Monday by Mr. Larsen, is that the UNCTAD report or an additional report on the Palestinians? 

           Spokesman:  I'm not sure.  My impression was that it was another of the periodic reports that his office issues.  But I'll check for any possible connection to the UNCTAD report.  [He later said it had no connection with  UNCTAD.]

           Question:  Do you have a ballpark time for when the Russian Foreign Minister will be at the stakeout?

           Spokesman:  I'd have to double check the Secretary-General's programme to see when the lunch is over.

           Question:  Will there be any problem with access to the Security Council area because yesterday we weren't allowed through the checkpoint?  Can we get through there today?

           Spokesman:  That is a mistake.  All journalists, whether resident correspondents or visiting journalists, should be able to pass through that checkpoint and go to the Security Council stakeout.  If there was any problem with that,

     please let me know and we'll go to Security right away and clear it up.

           Question:  Yesterday I was told I couldn't go through with a residential correspondent tag.

           Spokesman:  Well, there are certain exceptional security arrangements made on the first day of the General  Debate.  I don't know if that could have been a factor but we were told that you would have access to the Security Council stakeout at all times.

           **Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           Prior to the plenary session this morning President Jan Kavan, on behalf of the General Assembly, warmly welcomed the Honourable Michael Bloomberg, Mayor of the City of New York, to address Member States.  In his introductory remarks, President Kavan noted that “Just two days ago the international community -– together with all New Yorkers -– marked the first anniversary of the tragic events of September 11.  In New York City, and throughout the United States, the whole day was dedicated to thoughts and words of remembrance, which were also echoed at

     our commemorative ceremony on the grounds of the United Nations.” 

           He went on to say that “Good relations between the Host City and the United Nations are very important to our ability to function and are fundamental to our everyday lives in New York.”

           After Mayor Bloomberg’s address, President Kavan opened the fourth plenary meeting at which statements from six heads of State, four heads of government and two heads of delegation were scheduled to be heard.

           This afternoon, President Kavan will chair the fifth plenary meeting at which one head of State and 11 heads of  delegation are scheduled to speak.

           This evening, President Kavan will host a reception for all heads of delegations, permanent representatives, observers and senior UN officials.

           Thank you.

_____________________________________________________________________

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NOON BRIEFING

BY FRED ECKHARD

SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS

UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK

                                                Friday, September 13, 2002

SECURITY COUNCIL MEETS WITH DR-CONGO, RWANDAN PRESIDENTS

                       The Security Council held a closed meeting on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).  

                       Secretary-General Kofi Annan, as well as DRC President Joseph Kabila, Rwandan President Paul Kagame and  South African Foreign Minister Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, attended the one-hour meeting. 

ANNAN MEETS WITH PERMANENT MEMBERS OF SECURITY COUNCIL

                       The Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hosted the annual luncheon in honor of the Foreign Ministers of the  five permanent members of the Security Council - China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States. They are expected to discuss major items on the Council’s agenda.  

                       Following the luncheon, Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, in his capacity as Coordinator of the five  permanent members, is expected to speak to reporters at the stakeout microphone outside the Security Council. 

ANNAN TO OPEN HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON AFGHANISTAN

                       At 3:30 this afternoon, in the Economic and Social Council Chamber, there will be a closed high-level meeting on Afghanistan, with participants from key countries involved in the reconstruction and security efforts in that country.  

                       The Secretary-General will open the meeting with a brief statement in which he will pay tribute to the President  of Afghanistan for his courage and the Afghan people for their achievement. He will also highlight the challenges that the country is facing now. 

                       The President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai, will then take stock of the situation in the country nine months  after the Bonn Agreement and outline the priorities in the future. The floor will then be open to all the 23 participants. 

                       A communiqué will be adopted at the end of the meeting. 

ANNAN GRATEFUL FOR U.S. PLEDGE TO WORK WITH SECURITY COUNCIL ON IRAQ

                       In response to a question on the Secretary-General’s reaction to U.S. President George W. Bush’s speech at the General Assembly on Thursday about Iraq, the Spokesman said that the Secretary-General’s views could be found in his own speech to the Assembly, delivered earlier that day.  

                       Beyond that, the Spokesman said, the Secretary-General was grateful that the President pledged to work through the international community, and specifically through the Security Council, in determining what should  be done with Iraq. He hopes all Member States can cooperate in coming up with a political solution to the  problem. 

                       Asked whether the Secretary-General would meet Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri, the Spokesman said there is  no question that there would be a meeting, but he had no date to announce yet. 

SECRETARY-GENERAL AFFIRMS UN COMMITMENT ON COLOMBIA

                       Asked about today’s meeting between the Secretary-General and Colombian President Alvaro Uribe, the Spokesman said they discussed the overall situation in Colombia and the Secretary-General’s continuing good  offices in support of the search for a negotiated solution to the country’s long-standing conflict.  

                       The Secretary-General affirmed the United Nations’ commitment to reconciliation in Colombia, humanitarian efforts and human rights. 

                       The meeting with Uribe is one of the many meetings the Secretary-General is holding on the margins of the 57th session of the General Assembly. 

HUMANITARIAN SITUATION IMPROVING IN YUGOSLAVIA

                       In a report to the General Assembly, the Secretary-General says that democratic reform in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has stabilized the situation in that country and in south-eastern Europe, but he notes that more than 600,000 refugees and displaced persons remain in the country.  

                       Progress on durable solutions for Kosovo’s internally displaced people is particularly difficult and protracted, and the Secretary-General says it is perhaps the most important humanitarian issue. But in general, the report says, Yugoslavia’s humanitarian needs have declined significantly since 2001. 

RACING TEAM JOINS UNDP, UNAIDS ON “STOP AIDS” DRIVE

                       In their continuing effort to raise public awareness of the fight against HIV/AIDS, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and Joint UN Programme against HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) have embarked in a partnership with the Sauber Petronas Formula One racing team.  

                       In this first partnership of its kind, Sauber Petronas will allow the United Nations to brand its cars with the “Stop Aids” slogan and the red ribbon symbolizing the fight against AIDS. 

                       The program will run in three upcoming Grand Prix races on three continents: Monza, Italy, this Sunday, Indianapolis in the United States on September 29 and Suzuka, Japan, on October 13. Sauber Petronas has two cars in each of those races. 

                       Adolf Ogi, the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor for Sport and Development, who brought the UN agencies and the Formula One Team together, said: "This partnership is another example of constructive cooperation between the world of sports and the UN. The high profile of Formula One racing is exactly the type of platform that the worldwide fight against AIDS requires." On average, live TV broadcasts of Formula One reach 350 million spectators per race.

                       The initiative will support fundraising for two projects that provide housing and care to AIDS orphans in Botswana, where close to 70,000 children under the age of 15 have lost one or both parents to AIDS. The two AIDS orphan projects in Botswana are being managed by local communities and funded by UNDP. 

                                                OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

                       The United Nations Administrative Tribunal has handed down a judgment in the case of Cheickh Bangoura, who worked under a series of short-term contracts for the International Drug Control Programme in Vienna. The Tribunal ordered that Bangoura be compensated for wrongs done to him by the Administration.

                       Today, the Secretary-General transmitted to the Security Council and the General Assembly a list of 10 candidates for elections to fill the five vacancies that will open on the International Court of Justice next  February. Over the course of the current General Assembly session, the Council and Assembly are to elect five         judges out of that pool of 10, to serve nine-year sentences on the ICJ, beginning next February 5. 

                       On the eve of the Quartet principal’s meeting on Tuesday, the Secretary-General’s Middle East Envoy, Terje Roed Larsen, will brief the press at noon next Monday. He will discuss the current diplomatic efforts on the Israeli-Palestinian peace process and the dire humanitarian situation in the West Bank and Gaza. In addition, he will release the latest UN report on the Palestinian economy, which includes important new statistics from the  first half of 2002. 

                       In Geneva today, the UN Children's Fund announced that, starting this September 1, flour milled in Nigeria has been fortified with Vitamin A. Some of the vegetable oil and sugar manufacturers have also started fortifying their products, and others have pledged to begin fortification by the end of the year. The addition of Vitamin A could help prevent the deaths of more than 300,000 children over the next ten years.  

                       The UN Environment Programme’s Global Mercury Assessment Working Group, meeting in Geneva, has concluded that international action should be taken to reduce the risks to humans and the environment from the  release of mercury. The group of about 150 experts says that there is enough evidence of its adverse impact on  the environment and have recommended a number of immediate actions for outreach to vulnerable groups and for technical cooperation to developing countries.

                       This afternoon, El Salvador will sign the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Right of the Child on the sale of children and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families. 

                       Jamaica and Nigeria today joined the list of countries that have paid their regular budget contributions in full.  Jamaica made a payment of more than $42,000 and Nigeria more than $621,000. There are now 102 fully paid-up Member States. 

                                         THE WEEK AHEAD AT THE UNITED NATIONS

                  Saturday, September 14 

                  At 4:30 p.m., the foreign ministers of Australia, Japan and the Netherlands will hold a press conference following a ministerial meeting on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

                  Sunday, September 15

                  Monday, September 16 

                  The Secretary-General will speak at a meeting of the General Assembly on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). 

                  The Fourth Meeting of States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty will begin in Geneva today and last until Friday.

                  The guest at the noon briefing will be the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East, Terje Roed Larsen, who will release the latest UN report on the Palestinian economy, which includes statistics from the first half of 2002.

                  In Geneva, the 31st session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the fourth meeting of the states parties to the Ottawa Convention on Landmines will begin.  Today is the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 

                  Tuesday, September 17 

                  At 10:00 a.m., a wreath laying ceremony will be held to commemorate the 41st anniversary of the death of  Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld.  

                  At 11:15 a.m., George Kell will brief the press on the World Investment Report. 

                  The Security Council expects to hold consultations on Burundi. 

                  Wednesday, September 18 

                  The Security Council will hold consultations on Sierra Leone. 

                  Immediately following the noon briefing, UN Children’s Fund Executive (UNICEF) Director Carol Bellamy will launch the  UNICEF "Social Monitor" report, which focuses on the situation of children in the Central and Eastern European States                  and the Baltic region. 

                  Thursday, September 19 

                  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, will brief the Security Council on developments in that country in an open meeting.

                  The Secretary-General is expected to speak at the ceremony for the Franklin D. Roosevelt Disability Award. 

                  Friday, September 20 

                  The Secretary-General will ring the Peace Bell and deliver a message, in observance of the International Day of Peace.

                  The Security Council expects to hold an open briefing with the Secretary-General on the Middle East.

                  Press conferences will include briefings at 11:00 a.m. by Foreign Minister Ioannis Kasoulides of Cyprus and at 1:00 p.m. by President Askar Akaev of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Environmental News from NIS

13 September 2002 

WSSD finished its work in Johannesburg

Elvisti (Ukraine), 5 September
The WSSD adopted the Final declaration and the Action Plan which according to the UN Secretary General are promising documents laying basis for joint actions.  At the same time Mr. Chaves, President of Venezuela, characterized the WSSD as a “monologue of deaf people”.  Critics of the Summit meeting underline that there is no timetable for implementation of the set goals.  Many say that the meeting was a meeting of “lost opportunities”.

WSSD outcome

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation, 9 September

Russia fully supports documents adopted by WSSD.  Russian Prime Minister informed the WSSD about the Russian position on the most important global issues and stressed the role of Russia in maintenance of global environmental balance.  The Summit showed existing difference in positions of different countries.  That means that the UN system and all States should increase their efforts to bring closer their positions, improve their cooperation to implement the decisions taken by the WSSD.  

Russia will fully contribute to these activities.

Russian State Douma to discuss the outcome of the WSSD

Press service of the State Douma, 11 September

24 September the Russian State Douma will have public hearings on the outcome of the WSSD.

Russia promises to ratify Kyoto Protocol

Izvestia, 12 September

The Summit meeting gathered some 100 world leaders who could not come to a consensus.  Some say that the WSSD “ran aground”.  Russian Prime Minister declared that Russia is going to ratify the Kyoto protocol.  However, he forgot that ratification needs agreement of three parties: the Government, the State Douma and the President.  The last two did not promise anything.  Russia put several conditions for the ratification.

Forest fires in Moscow area

Moscow news, 13 September

6 September the Government of Russia suddenly realized that there are forest and peat fires in the Moscow area.  However, these fires started already in May but nothing was done till now.  The Prime Minister finally took a decision to provide technique, funds and people for forest fires fighting.  Now the weather has changed and smog in Moscow was dissolved.  The author of the article doubts that the money allotted will be efficiently used and that bureaucrats from relevant Ministries do care about the state of forests and environment in general.

Iran's 20 Percent Share of Caspian Sea Should Be Secured

Tehran Times, 12 September

Iran's Special Envoy to Caspian Sea Affairs, Mehdi  Safari, in Baku Tuesday said the Islamic Republic will agree to any decision to divide the Caspian sea only when its 20 percent share of the sea resources is secured.

___________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 16 September 2002

_____________________________________________________


Topical News Issues

Global Treaty Mooted to Counter Mercury Dangers 
Tehran Times, Sept 15, 2002 - GENEVA -- Scientific experts from around the world agreed on Friday that there was enough evidence of the dangers posed by mercury to human health to justify international action, an official statement said. 
Among options they will forward to member governments of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) was starting negotiations on a full global treaty to restrict mercury use, their conference chairman, Jim Willis, told Reuters.
…UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said the recommendations "are the first essential step on the road to reducing and one day eliminating the environmental and health risks of mercury. 
"Now it is up to the politicians and policy-makers to decide just where do we go from here," he declared.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=9/15/02&Cat=7&Num=5 
http://ens-news.com/ens/sep2002/2002-09-13-03.asp 

World Ozone Day Ozone layer saves the earth
The Independent (Bangladesh) - Prof A Q Khan - Role of Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC)- a compound consisting of chlorine, fluorine, and carbon- is a very stable compound in the troposphere. However, they are broken down by strong ultraviolet light in the stratosphere and the released chlorine atoms then deplete the ozone layer. 
General Motor invented CFC gas in the year 1928 for commercial purpose. Since then the gas has been commonly used as refrigerants, solvents, and foam blowing agents. Yearly production of CFC rose markedly from the 1950s, reaching 100,000 tons per year in 1960 and is rising steadily. Other substances with ozone depletion potential of 0.2 or higher include halons, carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform and methyl bromide. 
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/sep/16/16092002pd.htm#A2 
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Challenges Ahead
์์ำNepal News, Sept 13, 2002 - By P.Gopakumar - WORLDWIDE, climate patterns are being subject to wild swings. While some areas are faced with floods, others are bracing drought, in South Asia, even normally rain-rich southern peninsula especially Kerala is much concerned about the late arrival, that too weaker monsoon this year. Whereas the unusual rain waters created havoc in central Europe and its surrounding areas. Closer home, unusual rain wreaked havoc in central and eastern parts of Nepal while far-western parts of Nepal are being dried up. Large-scale loss of inhabitants and property weakened our economy. The world is blowing hot and cold: blame it on the rising global temperature, say experts at United States National Academy of Science which warns that sudden, unexpected climate change triggered by a complex set of facts - mostly man-made - poses an immediate danger. Dr. R. R. Pachauri, head of the UN's - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) back up the theory, attributing unusual errant monsoon and drought to larger climate changes.
The health of Himalayan glaciers is faced with similar meltdown. A recent United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) report based on a study in Nepal and Bhutan has reported that rising water levels in at least 44 glacial lakes as increasing temperatures accelerated the melting of glaciers and surrounding snowfields. In fact, the UN environmental Programme has predicted large-scale loss of property and life if adequate measures are not taken soon to keep the melting glaciers in check. UNEP warns that inhabitants of the endangered valleys will need to be re-located to safer places. The possible effects of this are wide: flooded valleys, acute scarcity of clean drinking water, threat from water-borne diseases.
http://www.nepalnews.com.np/contents/englishdaily/trn/2002/sep/sep13/features.htm 




UNEP and the Executive Director in the news








� HYPERLINK  \l "checks" ��BBC - UN checks Afghan  environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Experts" ��ENS - Experts: Global Treaty to Limit Mercury Needed� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mercury" ��Teheran Times - Global Treaty Mooted to Counter Mercury … 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Kenya" ��ENS - Kenya Arms Wildlife Wardens with Powerful Weapons� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "harmful" ��AFP - Experts recommend ways to stem harmful impact  …


�� HYPERLINK  \l "mending" ��IPS  - ozone layer is mending, scientists find 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Dawn  -  Ozone layer on the road to recovery: report� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Afghanistan" ��M2 Presswire - UNEP to assess env'l damage ..Afghanistan�


� HYPERLINK  \l "slick" ��BBC - Battle to contain SA slick� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Lebanon" ��Lebanon: Irrigation Decision Final� 
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