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Depleted uranium casts shadow over peace in Iraq 

Wrecked tanks and vehicles litter the Iraqi countryside. Ruined buildings dominate towns and cities. Many were blown to pieces by shells tipped with depleted uranium, a material that the US and Britain say poses no long-term health or environmental risks. But many Iraqis, and a growing band of scientists, are not so sure.

Last week, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) announced it wanted to send a scientific team into Iraq as soon as possible to examine the effects of depleted uranium (DU). People's fears that DU leaves a deadly legacy must be addressed, says UNEP. Some scientists go further. Evidence is emerging that DU affects our bodies in ways we do not fully understand, they say, and the legacy could be real.

DU is both radioactive and toxic. Past studies of DU in the environment have concluded that neither of these effects poses a significant risk. But some researchers are beginning to suspect that in combination, the two effects could do significant harm. Nobody has taken a hard look at the combined effect of both, says Alexandra Miller, a radiobiologist with the Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute in Bethesda, Maryland. "The bottom line is it might contribute to the risk."

She is not alone. The idea that chemical and radiological damage are reinforcing each other is very plausible and gaining momentum, says Carmel Mothersill, head of the Radiation and Environmental Science Centre at the Dublin Institute of Technology in Ireland. "The regulators don't know how to handle it. So they sweep it under the carpet."

Read "Before the dust settles", the New Scientist editorial on this story here.

A by-product of the uranium enrichment process, DU is chemically identical to natural uranium. But most of the 235 isotope has been extracted leaving mainly the non-fissionable 238 isotope. It is used to make the tips of armour-piercing shells because it is extremely dense: 1.7 times as dense as lead. Also, unlike other heavy metals that tend to flatten, or mushroom, upon impact, DU has the ability to "self-sharpen" as material spread out by the impact ignites and burns off as the munition pierces its target.

During the Gulf war in 1991, the US and Britain fired an estimated 350 tonnes of DU at Iraqi tanks, a figure likely to be matched in the course of the current conflict. In the years since then, doctors in southern Iraq have reported a marked increase in cancers and birth defects, and suspicion has grown that they were caused by DU contamination from tank battles on farmland west of Basra.

As the Pentagon and the Ministry of Defence point out, this claim has not been substantiated. Iraq did not allow the World Health Organization to carry out an independent assessment. Given its low radioactivity and our current understanding of radiobiology, DU cannot trigger such health effects, the British and American governments maintain.

But what if they are wrong? Though DU is 40 per cent less radioactive than natural uranium, Miller believes that its radiological and toxic effects might combine in subtle, unforeseen ways, making it more carcinogenic than thought. It's a controversial theory, but one for which Miller has increasing evidence.

Uranium is "genotoxic". It chemically alters DNA, switching on genes that would otherwise not be expressed. The fear is that the resulting abnormally high activity in cells could be a precursor to tumour growth.

But while the chemical toxicity of DU is reasonably well established, Mothersill points out that the radiological effects of DU are less clear. To gauge the risk from low-dose radiation, researchers extrapolate from tests using higher doses. But the relationship between dose and effect is not linear: at low doses radiation kills relatively fewer cells. And though that sounds like good news, it could mean that low radiation is having subtle effects that go unnoticed because cells are not dying, says Mothersill.

Miller has found one way this may happen. She has discovered the first direct evidence that radiation from DU damages chromosomes within cultured cells. The chromosomes break, and the fragments reform in a way that results in abnormal joins (Military Medicine, vol 167, p 120). Both the breaks and the joins are commonly found in tumour cells.

More crucially, she has recently found that DU radiation increases gene activity in cultured cells at doses of DU not known to cause chemical toxicity (Molecular and Cellular Biochemistry, in press). The possible consequences are made all the more uncertain because no one knows if genes switched on by DU radiation enhance the damage caused by genes switched on by DU's toxic effects, or vice versa. "I think that we assumed that we knew everything that we needed to know about uranium," says Miller. "This is something we have to consider now when we think about risk estimates."

Britain's Royal Society briefly referred to these synergistic effects in its report last year on the health effects of DU munitions. "There is a possibility of damage to DNA due to the chemical effects being enhanced by the effects of the alpha-particle irradiation." But it makes no recommendations for future research to evaluate the risks. 


The bystander effect 

Miller points to another reason to be concerned about DU: the so-called "bystander effect". There is a growing consensus among scientists that radiation damages more than just the cells it directly hits. In tests using equipment that allows single cells to be irradiated by individual alpha particles, gene expression increases both in irradiated cells, and in neighbouring cells that have not been exposed. "At high doses, 'bystander' is not an issue because you are killing so many cells. But at low doses that's not really true," says Miller. There is a danger that experiments not specifically looking for this effect could miss an important source of damage.

A body of research has also emerged over the past decade showing that the effects of radiation may not appear immediately. Damage to genes may be amplified as cells divide, so the full consequences may only appear many generations after the event that caused it.

And while the chemical toxicity of DU itself is more clear-cut, the possibility remains that there may still be some unforeseen synergistic effects at a genetic level. Other heavy metals, such as tungsten, nickel and cobalt are similarly genotoxic. When Miller and her team exposed human cells to a mixture of these metals, significantly more genes became activated than when the cells were exposed to the equivalent amount of each metal separately (Molecular and Cellular Biochemistry, in press).

Miller and Mothersill say that recommended safe radiation limits are often based on the idea that only irradiated cells will be affected, and ignore both the bystander effect and the possible amplification over the generations. "Nothing should be written in stone when it comes to risk assessment," agrees Michael Clark at Britain's National Radiological Protection Board. But even if there were a case for re-evaluating the dosimetry for low-dose radiation, he says we should be cautious of the significance of Miller's lab-based research. "An in vitro effect is not a health effect."

Also, says Clark, everyone has traces of natural uranium in their bodies. "If there was some sort of subtle low-dose effect I think we would have seen it," he says. Because none has shown up in epidemiological studies, it seems unlikely there are any health effects associated with DU, which is less radioactive. But Miller is not convinced. While most people have small amounts of uranium in their bodies, she says no studies have been done to see whether this contributes to cases of cancer in society at large.

The military tends to dismiss such hazards as being of only theoretical significance, at least when it comes to civilians. According to the Pentagon, the only risk of exposure is during combat, when DU shells hit hard targets and the metal ignites. This creates clouds of uranium oxide dust that can be breathed in. But heavy oxide particles quickly settle, it says, limiting the risk of exposure. "A small dust particle is still very heavy," says Michael Kilpatrick of the US Deployment Health Support Directorate. "It stays on the ground."

That sounds reassuring until you read UNEP's latest report on DU left over from conflicts in former Yugoslavia in the mid-1990s. Last month, a team of experts collaborating with the International Atomic Energy Agency, WHO and NATO concluded that DU poses little risk in Bosnia although it can still be detected at many sites. Just 11 tonnes was fired in that conflict.

But evidence that DU may be moving through the ground and could contaminate local water supplies should be investigated further, UNEP says. And on rare occasions, wind or human activity may raise DU-laden dust that local people could inhale. The Royal Society admits that localised areas of DU contamination pose a risk, particularly to young children, and should be cleared up as a priority. They also recommend the environmental sampling of affected areas (see Royal Society Reports on DU, 2002", below).

Such evidence is partly why UNEP is keen to study DU fired during the present conflict in Iraq. Assessments in former Yugoslavia were made up to seven years after DU weapons were used, UNEP admits, and a more immediate study in Iraq would give us a much better understanding of how DU behaves in the environment. Any hazards such a study identifies could be dealt with immediately, says UNEP. And even now, an investigation in Iraq could reveal risks remaining from DU fired during the Gulf war in 1991. 


Veterans show ill effects 

Cracks are also appearing in the argument that DU munitions have not proven harmful even to troops. In the 1991 war, more than 100 coalition troops were exposed to DU after being accidentally fired on by their own forces. The majority inhaled uranium oxide, while the rest suffered shrapnel injuries. Some still have DU in their bodies. Britain and America point out that none has developed cancers or kidney problems, as might have been expected if DU posed a long-term danger.

But researchers at the Bremen Institute for Prevention Research, Social Medicine and Epidemiology in Germany have found that all is not well with the veterans. Last month they published results from tests in which they took blood samples from 16 of the soldiers, and counted the number of chromosomes in which broken strands of DNA had been incorrectly repaired. In veterans, these abnormalities occurred at five times the rate as in a control group of 40 healthy volunteers (Radiation Protection Dosimetry, vol 103, p 211). "Increased chromosomal aberrations are associated with an increased incidence of cancers," says team member Heike Schröder. The damage occurred, they say, because the soldiers inhaled DU particles in battle.

The NRPB is unconvinced. "It is possible that exposure to significant amounts of DU could cause excess chromosome aberrations, but this study has technical flaws," says Clark. "There are no proper controls to compare results with soldiers who were not exposed to DU. And some of the reported excess aberrations are well known to be linked to chemicals rather than radiation." 


Tough decision to make 

Deciding whether DU is to blame will be tough. Independent research may confirm that rates of cancer have increased in the Iraqi population. But the Iraqi government has used chemical weapons on its own people that can produce the same outcome, and it is impossible to know for sure who may have been exposed. Soldiers may similarly have been exposed to chemicals in 1991. The only way to resolve the issue is more research, says Dudley Goodhead, director of Britain's Medical Research Council's Radiation and Genome Stability Unit at Harwell, near Oxford. "It's something important that needs to be explained."

Miller admits it is entirely possible that DU contamination is safe. But many of the scientific investigations into DU have only just begun, and their results will be long coming. "None of this has been looked at or even thought about it until the last few years," she says. As the dust begins to settle in Iraq, it remains to be seen when the ravages of war will end.

Royal Society reports on DU, 2002 - Conclusions 

• Most soldiers have a negligible risk of dying of cancer caused by radiation from battlefield DU. It will be undetectable above the risk of dying from cancer over a normal lifetime. Soldiers should not suffer adverse effects on the kidney or other organs. 

• A few soldiers, for instance those who clean up vehicles struck by DU, may have an excess risk of lung cancer and may develop short-term kidney damage. 

• People living in areas where DU was deployed have a negligible risk of developing cancers as a result of inhaling DU resuspended in the air. But it is uncertain how much DU is inhaled in years following a conflict. Most people should not suffer any effects on kidney function from inhaled DU. 

• Ingestion of DU from contaminated water and food, and from soil, will be highly variable and may be significant in some cases: for example, children playing in areas where DU shells have impacted. 

Royal Society reports on DU, 2002 - Recommendations 

• Long-term epidemiological studies of soldiers exposed to DU, and environmental sampling, particularly of water and milk, should be undertaken. Information about DU levels should be given to local populations, and contaminated areas cleaned up. 

• British veterans exposed to high levels of DU should be identified and independently evaluated. An independent study of anecdotal reports of death and illness in US veterans linked to DU is required. 

• In any future conflict using DU munitions, tests of kidney function should be completed on soldiers as soon after exposure as practical. 

• Better estimates of DU levels in the air around tanks, and models of DU oxide behaviour during impact, are required. More information is needed on the bioavailability of DU and titanium products from munitions, and whether these concentrate in plants and animals. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

When the dust settles 

Thursday April 17, 2003

Depleted uranium may be far more dangerous than previously thought - and we could be dealing with the fallout for many generations to come. Ian Sample and Nic Fleming report. 

The change in wording seems innocuous at first. During the 1991 Gulf war,   US army guidelines recommended surgeons do their best to remove  fragments of depleted uranium (DU) shrapnel from soldiers struck by flying  chunks of metal from armour-piercing shells. In practice, that meant smaller                          bits of shrapnel were rarely removed. Getting those out just caused more  damage to surrounding muscle and other tissue. Today, the guidelines are different: surgeons should be "aggressive" in removing any fragments of                          depleted uranium. 

The small change betrays a big leap in understanding the threat posed by  depleted uranium. Evidence is building that DU causes more genetic damage than scientists suspected - even at levels deemed so low as to be non-toxic. 

Depleted uranium shells are designed to be lethal: the metal is so dense it  can crash through the heavy armour of a modern battle tank. But those who escape the intended effect face other risks. When the depleted uranium rod inside an armour-piercing shell disintegrates, it showers toxic and weakly radioactive dust and fragments over a wide area. 

It is not just soldiers who risk exposure. In Iraq, land where people once lived, and will doubtless return to, is now littered with the stuff. In 1991, armour-piercing shells containing around 340 tonnes of DU were fired at targets too tough to take out with standard shells. Hundreds more tonnes  have been added to that during the past four weeks. People returning to places where the shells were used breathe in the dust as it is churned up by wind and traffic. The metal can also seep into water supplies, contaminating them for years. 

Alexandra Miller at the Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute in Bethesda, Maryland, is due to complete an investigation into DU for the US department of defence next year. Already she has some insight into the damage it can do. Last year she showed that depleted uranium from pellets implanted in rats dispersed all over the animals' bodies, turning up in bones,  muscles, kidneys and liver. Rats breeding six months later had fewer offspring than normal. 

Her latest study reveals something even more unusual. When human bone cells are exposed to DU, some suffer immediate genetic damage. The type  of damage varies but often fragments break off chromosomes, the strings of  genes in almost every cell, and form tiny rings of genetic material. This much was expected. But as other cells evidently undamaged by the depleted uranium started to divide, creating new cells, Miller noticed the  genes in some of these new cells were damaged. More than a month after the DU was removed, new cells were forming with broken chromosomes or  other genetic damage. The DU was having a delayed effect. 

More intriguing still is Miller's latest suspicion that DU punches above its weight in terms of the damage it does to genes. She knew that depleted uranium could damage genes not only by emitting radiation, but by its chemical make up - like nickel, it can switch on cancer genes by its sheer toxicity. But she found that tiny amounts of DU, too small to be toxic and  only mildly radioactive, cause more genetic damage in cells than either the toxicity or radiation could explain. Her latest results suggest that the toxicity and radioactivity of DU reinforce one another, causing more damage than the two just added together. It's no small difference either. "You can get  more than an eight-fold greater effect than you'd expect," she says. In other words, more than eight times as many cells suffer genetic damage than predicted. Without taking the effect into account, the health risk of DU could  be grossly underestimated. 

"People have always assumed low doses are not much of a problem, but  they can cause more damage than people think," says Miller. It may be some time before the risk of DU is revised though. "None of these studies has yet impacted on the regulations." 

Opinion among scientists is divided about the dangers of the genetic damage caused by DU. "There's a debate in the field. It looks like DNA  damage in cells will make them weaker and more susceptible to becoming cancerous. But some say this could just be the cells adapting to the  radiation," says Miller. 

One person who is convinced DU-induced genetic damage causes real health problems is Albrecht Schott, a biochemist who recently retired from the Free University of Berlin. The day before the start of this Gulf war, he published a study carried out with scientists at the University of Bremen. The study, the first of its kind, looked at genetic damage in the white blood cells of 16 former soldiers who believed they had been exposed to DU in the 1991  Gulf war or in the Balkans. They found that damage to chromosomes in the                          white blood cells was on average five-and-a-half times higher in the veterans than the rest of the population. 

Kenny Duncan, one of the soldiers tested, was 21 when he served with the  Royal Corps of Transport, helping to shift Iraqi tanks destroyed by DU shells in the 1991 Gulf war. He believes his exposure to DU has left his family with  a painful legacy. His eight-year-old son suffers constant headaches and has                          deformed ears and toes. His two other children also have deformed toes and both suffer bowel and bladder problems. One is also partially deaf. 

The reason is likely to be down to DU, says Schott. "The high levels of  genetic damage we observed do not occur naturally. I believe alpha radiation from DU to be the cause of these chromosome aberrations. 

"Uranium molecules in the blood can travel to every part of the body,  including the areas where sperm and eggs are. This, and the presence of chromosome aberrations, increases the probability of cancer and other genetic conditions significantly. They lead to a higher probability of genetic  damage in the person's babies and then damage can be passed on to the children's children." 

                          A spokesman for the Ministry of Defence dismisses the study. "We consider the tests undertaken in Germany neither well thought out nor scientifically  sound," he says. 

Miller also has doubts about the Bremen study. The soldiers suspected they had been exposed to DU, but how could they be sure? "How do they know  they weren't exposed to something else, like weapons cleaning fluid?" she asks. 

Virginia Murray who heads the chemical incident response service at Guy's hospital, London, and contributed to the Royal Society's investi gation into DU last year says the effects of DU on people can only be assessed  accurately if the amount they were exposed to is known precisely. The society's report recommended that in any future conflict when DU was used,  levels of uranium should be regularly monitored in soldiers exposed to the metal and their kidney function checked to ensure it is not impaired. 

A spokesperson for the Ministry of Defence says soldiers who believe they have been exposed to DU in Iraq can have their urine tested on their return.  If they test positive for DU, they can have follow-up checks on their kidneys. 

Next week, the United Nations environment programme will publish a study into the environmental dangers posed by the war on Iraq, including those  from DU. Pekka Haavisto, chair of Unep's Iraq task force said scientists would  take soil, water and air samples and test them for traces of DU. "Based on                          previous experience, we have seen that in targeted areas, this type of ammunition poses possible environmental and health risks. We found that DU can corrode in the soil and exist for a long time in the dust." Without a                          clean up, and the Pentagon says they have no plans for one, people returning to DU hotspots might find themselves unwitting volunteers in testing just what effects depleted uranium really has. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Scientists urge shell clear-up to  protect civilians 

                                    Royal Society spells out dangers of depleted uranium 

                                    Paul Brown, environment correspondent

                                    Thursday April 17, 2003

                                    The Guardian 

Hundreds of tonnes of depleted uranium used by Britain and the United States in Iraq should be removed to protect the civilian population, the Royal Society said yesterday, contradicting Pentagon claims it was not necessary. 

The society's statement fuels the controversy over the use of depleted uranium (DU), which is an effective tank destroyer and bunker buster but is believed by many scientists to cause cancers and other severe illnesses. 

The society, Britain's premier scientific institution, was incensed because the  Pentagon had claimed it had the backing of the society in saying DU was not dangerous. 

In fact, the society said, both soldiers and civilians were in short and long term danger. Children playing at contaminated sites were particularly at risk. 

DU is left over after uranium is enriched for use in nuclear reactors and is also recovered after reprocessing spent nuclear fuel. There are thousands of tonnes of it in stores in the US and UK. 

Because it is effectively free and 20% heavier than steel, the military  experimented with it and discovered it could penetrate steel and concrete much more easily than convential weapons. It burns at 10,000C, incinerating                                    everything as it turns to dust. 

As it proved so effective, it was adopted as a standard weapon in the first Gulf war despite its slight radioactive content and toxic effects. It was used again in the Balkans and Afghanistan by the US. 

DU has been suspected by many campaigners of causing the unexplained cancers among Iraqi civilians, particularly children, since the previ ous Gulf war. Chemicals released in the atmosphere during bombing could equally be to blame. 

Among those against the use of DU is Professor Doug Rokke, a one time US army colonel who is also a former director of the Pentagon's depleted uranium project, and a former professor of environmental science at Jacksonville University. He has said a nation's military personnel cannot wilfully contaminate any other nation, cause harm to persons and the environment and then ignore the consequences of their actions. He has called on the US and UK to "recognise the immoral consequences of their actions and assume responsibility for medical care and thorough environmental remediation". 

The UN Environment Programme has been tracking the use of DU in the Balkans and found it leaching into the water table. Seven years after the conflict it has recommended the decontamination of buildings where DU dust is present to protect the civilian population against cancer. 

Up to 2,000 tonnes of DU has been used in the Gulf, a large part of it in cities like Baghdad, far more than in the Balkans. Unep has offered to go to Iraq and  check on the quantities of DU still present and the danger it poses to civilians. 

Professor Brian Spratt, chairman of the Royal Society working group on depleted uranium, said that a recent study by the society had found that the majority of soldiers were unlikely to be exposed to dangerous levels of depleted uranium during and after its use on the battlefield. 

"However, a small number of soldiers might suffer kidney damage and an increased risk of lung cancer if substantial amounts of depleted uranium are breathed in, for instance inside an armoured vehicle hit by a depleted uranium penetrator." 

He said the study also concluded that the soil around the impact sites of depleted uranium penetrators may be heavily contaminated, and could be harmful if swallowed by children for example. 

"In addition, large numbers of corroding depleted uranium penetrators embedded in the ground might pose a long-term threat if the uranium leaches into water supplies. 

"We recommend that fragments of depleted uranium penetrators should be  removed, and areas of contamination should be identified and, where necessary, made safe." 

He added: "We also recommend long-term sampling, particularly of water and milk, to detect any increase in uranium levels in areas where depleted uranium has been used. This provides a cost-effective method of monitoring sensitive components in the environment, and of providing information about uranium levels to concerned local populations." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Europe Environment

April 17, 2003

Depleted uranium: possible inquiry into use of depleted uranium shells in Iraq
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is demanding an inquiry into the use in Iraq of

      depleted uranium shells by American-British forces, the Agency's spokesman Michael Williams affirmed on April 7 in Amman, Jordan. "Once security and political conditions in Iraq permit, we will ask the United States and the United Kingdom for clearance to conduct an inquiry. Both countries have declared that they still use depleted uranium shells (...) Each time they are used in the theatre of war it should be possible to analyse      radioactivity on the ground", he indicated. Mr Williams added that research conducted in the Balkans, where      such arms were used in the 1990s, has highlighted no cause for concern. "However, uncertainties persist      regarding cases of inhalation or water contamination", he added. Meanwhile, in a declaration also made in      Amman, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer has underlined that previous studies on the use of depleted      uranium arms have not settled the question. He suggested a study might also demonstrate whether risks      persist from the 1991 Gulf War.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India 

April 17, 2003 

 UNEP WORRY OVER URANIUM 

      NEW DELHI: The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) wants a scientific assessment of sites targeted

      with depleted uranium (DU) munitions in Iraq as soon as conditions permit. 

      DU, considered ideal for use in armour penetrators, has been used by the US in both Gulf wars. UNEP's

      latest report on Bosnia and Herzegovina confirms possible risks involved. 

      It confirmed that DU from weapons used in the mid-1990s in that region had contaminated local supplies of drinking water at one site, and could still be found in dust particles. The levels were low, it said,      nevertheless recommending precautions and constant monitoring of water. 

      This report cited four findings. One, ground contamination occurs at DU penetrator impact points at low

      levels, and is localised to areas typically limited within one or two metres. 

      Two, DU penetrators buried near the ground surface have corroded, losing a fourth of their mass over seven years. These will corrode completely within three decades of impact. 

      Three, UNEP recorded the first instance of DU contamination of groundwater. It recommends this water not be used and water sampling continue for several years. 

      Four, DU contamination of the air was found at two different sites, including inside two buildings. 

      This was due to the re-suspension of DU particles from penetrators or contamination points due to wind or

      human actions. Some of these buildings were still in use, so UNEP recommended decontamination.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Liberation.FR

Irak Le sud irakien Majoritaires dans le pays, les Arabes de confession chiite ont toujours été dominés par les sunnites.  L'extermination à petit feu des Arabes des marais  Entre le Tigre et l'Euphrate, ces popu-lations chiites du jardin irakien ont été décimées par les guerres et la désertification.

                     Par Jacky DURAND

                    mercredi 16 avril 2003

250 000 personnes vivaient dans les marais en 1991, selon des sources concordantes. Elles ne seraient plus              qu'entre 20 000 et 30 000  actuellement. 

Monseigneur Huet, évêque d'Avranches (Manche) doit se retourner dans sa tombe. Lui qui dans un mémoire adressé en 1698 à l'Académie française situait le Paradis terrestre entre le Tigre et l'Euphrate ­ là même où les troupes anglo-américaine et irakienne viennent de s'affronter. La croyance est rapportée par Serge Cleuziou dans son bureau de la Maison de l'archéologie et de l'ethnologie de Nanterre (Hauts-de-Seine). Directeur de recherches au CNRS,  cet archéologue est spécialiste du Golfe arabo-persique. Il fait défiler sur l'écran de son                                 ordinateur des photographies du sud de l'Irak : on y voit des paysages de marais entre ciel, terre et eau                                 ; des familles qui habitent dans des maisons de roseaux tressés ; des hommes qui calfatent leur bateau avec du bitume. L'archéologue dit : «Ces gens sont les héritiers d'une civilisation qui s'est formée il y a 10 000 ans. Ils sont notre lien avec les Sumériens. C'est  toute cette civilisation originale basée sur le roseau qui est en train de mourir si elle n'est pas déjà morte.» La faute aux guerres, à la répression et à  l'assèchement des marais par le régime irakien.

Roseaux géants. Il y a un demi-siècle, l'explorateur britannique Wilfred Thesiger contemplait pour la première fois cette région à l'abri derrière «ses remparts de roseaux géants» qui cachaient de «vastes lacs». C'était un temps où le sud du pays n'était pas qu'une croûte de sable et de sel foulée par les chars. C'était un matin à l'aube, quelque part entre Nasiriya et Bassora, entre le Tigre et l'Euphrate : «Je distinguai au-delà d'un grand plan d'eau les contours flous d'une terre éloignée qui se découpaient sombrement sur le ciel où montait le soleil. J'eus pendant un instant la vision d'Hufaidh, l'île légendaire, qu'aucun humain ne peut apercevoir sans perdre la raison», écrit Thesiger dans les Arabes des marais (1). Il veut tout voir, tout  entendre au fil des chenaux, au détour d'une roselière ou à l'ombre d'une hutte dressée sur une île artificielle, faite d'un amas de roseaux et de joncs. Avide de ces instants qu'il compare aux premiers matins du monde - «5 000 ans s'étaient déroulés en ces lieux et rien n'y avait changé»- le voyageur décrit «un homme nu dans sa barque un trident à la main» ; «La voix d'un petit garçon chantant quelque part dans l'obscurité» ; «Des buffles noirs ruisselants qui semblaient avoir surgi de l'onde à l'instant même où paraissait le premier arpent de terre ferme.»

De 1951 à 1958, Wilfred Thesiger a passé six années dans le sud irakien, vivant au milieu des Maadan, les habitants des marais parce qu'«[il] s'y sentait heureux». Il partage la vie humble et dure de ces tribus chiites, qui pêchent, cultivent le riz, élèvent des buffles et construisent des mudhifs, impressionnantes maisons d'hôtes en roseaux et en nattes tressées.

Thesiger chasse les sangliers qui dévastent les rizières ; il soigne les malades et devient réputé pour ses circoncisions et voyage dans la longue barque à fond plat des cheikhs, parcourt une jungle semi-aquatique peuplée d'aigles, de foulques, de grues, de pélicans et affirme qu'«il n'a vu nulle part  ailleurs autant de gibiers d'eau que sur ces lacs qui  étaient des réserves naturelles». Son journal des  marais est ponctué d'inondations, de sécheresses, de funérailles, de vendetta, d'histoires de pêche, de chasse et de rites d'hospitalité sous les arches des  mudhifs. A la fin de son récit, Thesiger pressent déjà la disparition à venir des marais alors que                                 l'exploitation des champs pétrolifères et le développement qu'elle engendre déplacent la main d'oeuvre rurale vers Bagdad et Bassora.

                                 Des 12 000 km2 de marais qu'a connus l'explorateur, il ne resterait aujourd'hui guère plus  que 1 000 km2, selon le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), qui se fonde sur                                 des données satellitaires. Depuis 1976, le PNUE a mis en place un dispositif pour surveiller la contraction des marécages de Mésopotamie et son directeur Klaus Toepfer décrivait, le 22 mars, en  marge du troisième Forum mondial de l'eau à Kyoto (Japon) «l'un des pires désastres de l'humanité causés de la main de l'homme». «C'est une catastrophe comparable à celle de la mer d'Aral (2)», confirme pour sa part Serge Cleuziou.

30 barrages en quarante ans. La volonté de transformer les marais ne date pas du régime de Saddam Hussein. «Cela remonte à plusieurs décennies si ce n'est des siècles», explique Peter Clark, qui supervise Amar, une organisation non gouvernementale (ONG) basée à Londres, qui se consacre aux marais irakiens et à leurs habitants.  «Les premiers travaux conséquents sont le barrage de Al-Kout, suivi de celui de Samara en 1956.» En amont, Turcs et Syriens ne sont pas en reste : plus de 30 barrages ont été construits depuis quarante ans sur  le Tigre et l'Euphrate qui alimentent les marais. Mais la politique d'assèchement systématique remonte au                            début des années 90. Sous couvert d'un projet agricole, Saddam Hussein veut transformer en désert une région difficile d'accès qui échappe à son contrôle total. Les marais ont de tout temps accueilli ceux qui voulaient échapper au pouvoir central, à l'instar des déserteurs de l'armée irakienne durant la guerre avec l'Iran et des milliers d'opposants fuyant la répression après le soulèvement des populations chiites en mars 1991. Le dictateur fait donc creuser des canaux de drainage, construire des barrages et des digues qui permettent également à ses chars et  à ses canons d'entrer en action.

Artillerie lourde. En 1992, le rapporteur spécial de l'ONU sur les droits de l'homme en Irak fait état de                                 «tirs indiscriminés» à l'artillerie lourde contre desvillages et des hameaux, également privés approvisionnement. «L'effet a été dévastateur pour les gens des marais, explique Peter Clark. Non seulement, ils ont enduré l'oppression, les violations des droits de l'homme, les effets des sanctions et la guerre, comme tous les autres Irakiens, mais ils ont également vécu la destruction de leur système économique et social.» Selon des sources concordantes, 250 000 personnes vivaient dans les marais en 1991. Ils ne seraient plus qu'entre 20 000 et 30 000 actuellement. Les autres sont morts, ont été déportés à l'intérieur de l'Irak ou se sont exilés. Environ 100 000 vivent dans des camps de réfugiés en Iran. Le 22 mars, lors de la journée mondiale de l'eau, les Nations unies ont indiqué que le sauvetage des marais devait être la priorité en matière d'environnement dans la reconstruction de l'Irak. On  était alors au troisième jour du conflit... .

__________________________________________________________________________________________Vietnam News Briefs 

April 16, 2003 

HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT: VIETNAMESE TO RECEIVE US ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY'S AWARD 

The US Embassy, on behalf of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), will today present a

      posthumous award to honor the late Dr. Dao Duc Tuan, former Director of the Climate Change and Ozone

      Protection Office. 

      The EPA selected Dr. Tuan, who passed away on February 27, as the first Vietnam recipient of the

      Stratospheric Ozone Protection Award. Dr. Tuan helped organize the scientific, political and industrial

      support that allowed Vietnam to sign and ratify the Montreal Protocol, and established the National Office

      for Climate Change and Ozone Layer Protection. 

      As the director of the Vietnam National Office, he shared the country's perspective and expertise on global

      environmental problems through various panels of the IPCC and UNEP Roundtable discussions on the

      phase-out of ozone depleting substance (ODS). He was also the key player in the Vietnam Pledge by

      multinational companies to not increase the ODS dependence of Vietnam and was important in uniting all

      provinces in his work. His efforts will enable his country to phase out ODS well ahead of the schedule set by

      the Montreal Protocol. 

      Dr. Tuan also assisted the governments of Laos and Cambodia in ratifying and implementing the Montreal

      Protocol and is supporting ODS phase-out throughout Southeast Asia. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London)

April 16, 2003, Wednesday  London Edition 1

Annan seeks European agreement on role for UN ATHENS SUMMIT:

Kofi Annan, United Nations secretary-general, will today start seeking agreement from major European countries on a political role for the UN in postwar Iraq.

   Mr Annan, attending a special European Union summit in Athens, is expected to hold private talks with Britain, Germany, France and others to map out the next steps for the UN.

   "He's testing the water to see what kind of feedback he gets," said one UN official. "If you want to get into the sandbox you have to pick up your shovel."

   The summit's official business is the treaty-signing ceremony marking the accession of 10 new EU members - mainly from the former communist bloc - and a debate on the EU's future power structure.

   But Iraq will be the main topic of debate behind the scenes, as European leaders attempt to repair the damage caused by weeks of division about the war.

   The presence of Mr Annan is a reminder that the EU is at least united on the need for the UN to have a "central role" in Iraq, even if that is yet to be defined.

   "It will be useful for us to hear Mr Annan's views on what the UN should do," said a Greek government spokesman, which is chairing the summit.

   Much focus will be on relations between Tony Blair, British prime minister, and Jacques Chirac, French president, meeting for the first time since the war began.

   Although the two leaders have not scheduled a formal meeting in Athens, Downing Street said yesterday there would be "lots of opportunities" for them to snatch a few moments together in an attempt to restore damaged relations.

   Both have spoken several times over the phone - most recently at the weekend - since the start of the war that Mr Chirac bitterly opposed. The last time they saw each other was at a Brussels summit just after the start of military action, when Mr Chirac passed Mr Blair a note expressing sympathy for the loss of British troops.

   Downing Street hopes any contact in Athens will be more prolonged. But the government is under no illusion about the scale of rebuilding the Anglo-French relationship. Mending bridges with Gerhard Schroder, German chancellor, will be an easier task, the government believes.

   * A transitional Iraqi government would only be legitimate - and able to attract funding from the international community - with UN involvement, Britain's international development secretary said yesterday, AP reports from

London.

   Clare Short said US and British forces had a duty under the Geneva Conventions to restore order and meet the Iraqi people's immediate humanitarian needs.

   But, she said the UN "must be engaged" in order for the Iraqi people "to takecharge of their own future".

   "To get a transitional government recognised by the international community, the IMF (International Monetary Fund) and the World Bank requires a Security Council resolution and the UN to engage," she said. Small states to rebel, Page 13 Ill feeling, Page 19
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OXFORD ANALYTICA

IRAQ: Legal constraints on post-war administrations
16 April 2003
SUBJECT: The legal position surrounding post-war administrations in Iraq (Part 2 of 2: The legitimacy and contractual obligations of the new Iraqi regime). 

SIGNIFICANCE: The legitimacy of a new Iraqi regime, especially if formed without UN endorsement, is likely to be questioned internationally. It is likely that any new regime will be pro-US, at least in the short term, and therefore potentially hostile to companies from countries such as France and Russia, which were seen as supporting the old regime. As such, the issue of contracts made with the old regime is another grey area.

ANALYSIS: The US occupation of Iraq raises issues concerning the rights and obligations of an occupying power in international law (see IRAQ: Legal constraints on post-war administrations - April 15, 2003). Furthermore, the way in which a new Iraqi regime is established after the end of such occupation has implications both for its international acceptance and legitimacy and for the issue of the enforceability of contracts signed with Saddam Hussein's regime. 

Regime acceptance. While there could be little international questioning of any regime that appeared to emerge from a process of Iraqi renewal, rather than US imposition, it is highly probable that any successor regime will eventually be acknowledged broadly in international society. Interim arrangements would be more clearly established in terms of both international law and international politics if they were to be endorsed, as London and Washington would prefer, by a UN Security Council resolution. Nevertheless, in time, the transition to self-governance by Iraqis, whatever the precise structures, will be recognised internationally, both by acceptance of credentials in the UN system, and also through the establishing of diplomatic ties. While full acceptance into the family of nations could be affected by the approach taken by Iraq on some issues, such as continuing contractual obligations, those issues could not really prevent general acceptance.

Contractual obligations. While the United States, as the occupying power, could not lawfully take over use of Iraq's oil industry, or break and replace contracts, there might be some scope for a new regime to do so. There have been suspicions in some quarters about what might happen to contracts signed by the old regime (see IRAQ: Oil revenues insufficient to finance reconstruction - January 31, 2003). This is an area governed primarily by customary international law, meaning that there are significant areas of political interpretation, practice and precedent involved, creating some degree of ambiguity over that which might be possible and in what circumstances. There are four aspects to this grey area:

1.
Governing law. It may not be clear whether the law governing a given contract should be international law or domestic law. Often, contracts involving foreign countries are subject to the prevailing national jurisdiction, but there is also some reference in the contract to the applicability of international law. The law of contracts in the international sphere is not governed by any overarching agreement, only by general practice and precedent. Thus, any contractual matters would most likely fall within the domain of Iraq's national jurisdiction, where other factors would be relevant. 

2.
Expropriation of contractual rights. While the expropriation of property has generally been considered a matter of international legal concern, the position of contracts has not always been so clear. Although it might be argued that foreigners entering into contracts with personalities in a national jurisdiction are liable to the vagaries of changing laws in it, it is probably more appropriate to regard contracts as 'acquired rights' akin to those of possessing property.

The one formal provision concerning these issues is UN General Assembly Resolution 1803 of 1962 on 'permanent sovereignty over natural resources'. As a General Assembly resolution, this was not a legal stipulation, but a putative statement of political norms might be seen as an element of customary international law. The point of the resolution was to emphasise that foreign ownership cannot deprive a state of sovereignty: states are free to restrict or prohibit the import of foreign capital and can take such steps as the authorities deem fit, providing that there is provision for 'appropriate compensation'. However, its force is reduced by the fact that it was passed only by a narrow majority. As a result, there are differing perspectives, for example, between the West and the developing world, on the question of expropriation.

In the West, there are two principles governing expropriation: it should be for public purpose and be accompanied by compensation for the full value, except where property is seized as compensation for breaking an obligation imposed by local law (provided that the local law itself was fair). In developing countries the view emerged that the state can expropriate without compensation. However, in practice, political realities come into play at this point, and the short-term benefits of implementing expropriation without compensation are often outweighed by longer-term consequences. Even then, 'appropriate' compensation has generally been a fraction of the value of property or rights, with the foreign entity obliged to accept this or nothing. In the context of a new Iraq, the interesting prospect might arise where the new authorities chose to expropriate contractual rights, but would be able to do with unusual confidence derived from US support.

3.
State responsibility. Contracts, as acquired rights in line with property rights, are usually subject to the law of the state in question. However, despite its sovereign rights, the state does not have unlimited powers to take away property or contractual rights, or to remove any possibility of redress, if there is a change in the relevant law. However, any breach of contract does not become a breach of international law unless it constitutes an abuse of governmental power. This would occur when a government passes legislation annulling a contract without providing adequate remedies in its own courts for its breach of contract.

However, following the precedent of the southern states of the United States, where several of them had a bad record of default on loans, the principle emerged that states with international personality were not liable for contracts made by their political sub-divisions. Thus, there is the possibility that, if any contracts made under the old regime could be interpreted as having been made by political sub-divisions, these might be overridden without Iraq incurring any formal responsibility. It is not clear what the implications might be in this context for actions taken by political sub-divisions such as those of a devolved post-conflict political regime in Iraq.

4.
Succession and the new regime. It is clear that Iraq will have more than a new government. It will have a new political regime and system. If it claims to be a successor state rather than a direct continuation, there might be some doubt over whether it would be responsible for contracts of the predecessor state. The liability would probably be quasi-contractual -- as if there were a contract. In this case, Iraq would either have to allow foreigners to reap the benefits of their contracts or be compensated for the expropriating of rights. However, the new regime, if seen as a successor state, could be within its rights to reject responsibility for 'hostile debts' run up by the old regime, notably to fund its wars -- any foreign debtors, in this context, could lose out completely. A wilful Iraqi government, especially one backed by a resentful United States, might conceivably interpret all commitments of the old regime in this way. In practice, countries at risk such as Russia and France are likely to seek to negotiate a settlement of any contentious debt and oil issues rather than enforce their rights in order to avoid being excluded from lucrative new business. 

CONCLUSION: A new Iraqi regime is likely to be recognised eventually whatever the circumstances of its creation. Existing contractual rights are likely to be honoured, or, at worst, expropriated for fractional compensation. However, the possibility of an uncompromising approach to the old regime's contracts, particularly those with countries such as France and Russia, cannot be excluded.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Agent Orange use 'understated' 

     By Richard Black 

     BBC Science correspondent 

     The United States military used much more Agent Orange and other defoliant spray during the Vietnam war than previously thought, scientists  say. 

     A new study of US military records also found that the amount of  cancer-causing dioxin chemicals in the spray has been seriously underestimated. 

     The report, commissioned by the US Government, is the culmination of a five-year project by environmental health experts at New York's Columbia University. 

     Between 1961 and 1971, the US military sprayed parts of southern Vietnam with defoliant chemicals - such as Agent Orange - with the aim of allowing the Americans and their South Vietnamese allies to spot Vietcong forces moving in the forests. 

     The Columbia team painstakingly examined operational records of individual spraying missions in Vietnam, and cross-referenced them with procurement  records showing which kinds of defoliant were used at which times. 

             We think there was at least twice as much dioxin as had  been thought before - and that number is a conservative  estimate  Professor Jeanne Stellman 

     They conclude that 100 million litres of Agent Orange were used - rather than 70m litres as has been estimated previously. 

     But according to project leader Professor Jeanne Stellman, the most significant finding concerns dioxins - chemicals known to cause cancer. 

     "We think there was at least twice as much dioxin as had been thought before - and that number is a conservative estimate because it seems very likely that much of the earlier Agent  Orange was much more heavily contaminated with dioxin," Professor Stellman said. 

     'Millions' affected 

     Her team has published their work in the scientific journal Nature. 

     But it also forms part of a report which the US Department of Veterans Affairs commissioned from the National Academy of Sciences. 

     It will almost certainly increase pressure within the United States for a comprehensive medical assessment of veterans exposed to Agent Orange, but also pressure from within Vietnam for  assistance and compensation. 

     The Columbia team concludes that "millions of Vietnamese were likely to have been sprayed  upon directly". 

     Previous research has found that some Vietnamese have 200 times the normal level of dioxin in their bodies. __________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Geologists Skeptical as NASA Warns of Peru Glacier

 Wed Apr 16, 7:36 PM ET

By Mary Powers 

 LIMA, Peru (Reuters) - NASA (news - web sites) has warned that a glacier in Peru's Andes mountains could break apart and cause an avalanche in a populated valley, but geologists said on Wednesday the U.S. agency was being alarmist. 

  The U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration said this week its Terra satellite had detected an "ominous crack" in the Cupi glacier, calling it a  "potential glacial disaster-in-the-making" near the tourist town of Huaraz, 168 miles north of Lima. 

 "Should the large glacier chunk break off and fall into the lake, the ensuing flood could hurtle down ... reaching Huaraz and its population of 60,000 in less than

 15 minutes," NASA said in a statement. 

 The NASA warning was splashed across the front pages of several tabloid newspapers in Peru, reviving memories of an earthquake (news - web sites) and avalanche which killed about 70,000 people near Huaraz 25 years ago. 

 Benjamin Morales, head of the Andean Geological Institute and considered Peru's leading expert on glaciers, said it is normal for Andean glaciers to have "thousands of cracks" but inaccurate that an avalanche would reach Huaraz in 15 minutes. 

 "The information is poorly constructed. The problem is (the report's) repercussions," Morales told Reuters. "No one can repair this now. People are already alarmed." 

 Morales said he had asked officials from NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory for further information. 

 Huaraz, surrounded by the spectacular snow-capped Cordillera Blanca mountain range, is a prime climbing and hiking destination for both Peruvian and foreign tourists. 

 Ronald Woodman, head of the Peruvian Geophysical Institute, agreed the news of the glacial crack was exaggerated. 

 NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory "wanted to publicize the important work they are doing, but there is no imminent threat," he said. 

 Jeff Kargel of the U.S. Geological Service said that "judging from the satellite image alone we cannot say that a collapse of the glacier into the lake and flood is imminent." 

 Kargel, chief investigator of Global Land Ice Measurements from Space, a 23-nation consortium that monitors the world's glaciers, said he was "puzzled" by NASA's statement but acknowledged the Cupi glacier should be watched. 

 "There are certainly conditions here which could allow for a dangerous situation," he said. "This glacier is one that warrants a close eye." 

 Alan Buis, spokesman at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, said NASA had not meant to alarm the population. 

 "Our intent is to show that a NASA instrument is able to monitor a situation like this and is providing data that can be useful in studying the situation," he told Reuters.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS 

On Patrol for Rhino in Kenya's Tsavo National Park 

                      By David Stirling 

                      TSAVO EAST NATIONAL PARK, Kenya, April 16, 2003 (ENS) - It is

                      immensely satisfying to lie on one's back and stare at the hundreds of star

                      constellations. Sadly I'm ignorant of the vast majority and my eyes always fall

                      on Orion's Belt, high in the sky early in the evening and easily identifiable.

                      This time, however, a loud ripping noise focuses my attention on the darkness

                      in front of me. It's not pitch black ­ the moon is almost full ­ and I see a family

                      of elephants, no more than 50 feet away, moving stealthily through the

                      swamp. Unperturbed by our mosquito nets or the inhabitants inside, they

                      continue feeding and move towards the water at the far end of the swamp. 

                      I lie back and observe the thin gauze that marks the boundary between my

                      territory and the territory of whatever is out there! Content that neither of us

                      will overstep the mark, I fall into a deep sleep. When I wake again it is the

                      middle of the night. I hear the incongruous whooping of a hyaena in the

                      distance, and soon after the spine-chilling grunt and roar of lion. This is a

                      sound that stays with you forever, and you can be deceived into thinking it is

                      very close. In fact, a lion's roar travels great distances ­ usually they will be

                      several kilometers away. 

Familiar with these sounds I drift back to  sleep, only to be woken again at dawn by a cacophony of singing birds: mainly doves and hornbills, but  interspersed with  turacos, boobies and weavers. It is a  delightful alarm clock and signals the start of our patrol with the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) rangers of Tsavo East, who have allowed us to join  them for three days. 

                      Over the past 18 months, Tsavo East has had a poaching problem. Rhinos and

                      elephants have once again become the victims of Somali gangs. In response,

                      Richard Kech has been brought in to troubleshoot. This he has done with

                      extreme efficiency - seven poachers now lie dead, and some sort of normality

                      has returned to the park. 

                      But Kech's work is not finished. Although he has reached the KWS's

                      retirement age, he is keen to complete the job and set up a monitoring unit to

                      identify individual rhinos. This task has been complicated by the mess left by

                      Kech's predecessor. Unmotivated and leaderless, the rangers were caught

                      with their pants down. The poachers had never had it so easy, and within

                      months seven rhinos were dead. Even now, many more are unaccounted for.

                      Worse still, the identification records of individual animals dating from their

                      transfer here - 53 were translocated over a 10 year period - have mysteriously

                      disappeared, making an accurate count almost impossible. 

                      Ben and I arrived laden with meat from Uchumi supermarket in Nairobi. We

                      were welcome guests. An African will always prefer to boil his meat so he can

                      reheat it in the morning and use it again that evening, but Ben saved the

                      cutlets from the water and we gently fried them on the open fire. Serving them

                      with the staple dish, ugali, we ate in contented silence. Fresh meat is a scarce

                      commodity in Tsavo, and the rangers' appreciation was summed up by Kech,

                      who declared he was fed like a gorged tick! 

 The patrol ­ a multi-tribal  affair consisting of Kalanjin, Maasai,  Kikuyu, Luo and Samburu ­ sets off in                                                          one of Save the Rhino International's donated vehicles. For the next three hours, we bump along a track north of                                                          the Galana River,  looking for rhino spoor.  Their range here is a vast 4,000 square kilometers, and a good vehicle is crucial. Whenever we come across footprints, however faint, we get out and follow them. The bush                      is thick at ground level; the subtle colors of the different acacias bring life to this vast wilderness, which from the air can be mistaken for drab scrub. Rifles are held at the ready, not so much for poachers as for the odd, irate male                      buffalo that may be lurking in the bush ahead. 

                      We skirt around a herd of elephant and follow the tell-tale signs of rhino that

                      have passed through here - browsing signs on acacia bushes; dung scrape,

                      most noticeable where males have kicked it around to mark their territory. No

                      rhino this time, and we drive on in search of fresher tracks. Camp is usually set

                      up deep in the bush. Once it's prepared, a patrol scouts the surrounding

                      perimeter. At dusk a meal is cooked, and soon after I crawl under my net with

                      a dangerously full stomach. As I lie there marvelling at the simplicity of this

                      way of life, I drift off ­ not to the sounds of the cicadas, but to an assortment

                      of radios the rangers secrete in their tents and play most of the night. 

                      The following day sees much the same routine, but this continuous presence,

                      coupled with communications with the rangers at observation posts around

                      the park, means that poachers have to be extra-vigilant if they want to go

                      unnoticed. 

                      We climb a hill to scout a new observation post and walk for a few hours in a

                      wide arc back to our camp; no fresh spoor, but plenty of scrape and evidence

                      of browsing rhino. The range is so huge, finding rhino is extremely difficult. 

                       The sun is terrifyingly hot by early afternoon  and we seek shade at  the Galana River.

                      Unperturbed by tales of crocodile attacks, Ben  dives headlong into the main stream. I, on the

                      other hand, bath gingerly in the shallows, keeping an eye out for that bow wave approaching. Confident that no crocodiles inhabit this stretch of water, the rangers strip off and soon the water is a mass of soapy bubbles and laughter. As soon as we all get out,  Kech lets down his guard and rather self-consciously submerges. 

                      We move camp this afternoon, and in the process go on patrol. Again, no

                      rhino but plenty of signs. Although it would be a bonus to come across one,

                      I'm happy that they remain elusive. They have had a stressful couple of years

                      and they're not about to show themselves for us. Walking great distances,

                      usually by night, they are dispersed all over this vast park. Just so long as

                      they keep their heads down, and the KWS sees this free ranging population

                      of rhinos as a top priority, giving the unit the resources it needs to look after

                      them, I think the rhino here have every chance of increasing their numbers. 

                      Panic after the poaching has precipitated talks about building a sanctuary

                      within Tsavo East, but I see that move as a desperate and expensive one to be

                      discouraged. 

                      Save the Rhino currently pays US$6,400 per year for fuel and maintenance for

                      one of the patrol vehicles in Tsavo East National Park. The vehicle transfers

                      rangers between the three patrols and the six fixed observation posts, and

                      provides camps with fresh water and food supplies. In an emergency, as with

                      a poaching incident on January 31, 2003, vehicles help the rhino rangers get to

                      trouble spots quickly, from where they pursue the poachers on foot. In the

                      January incident ­ the first for a year ­ one poacher was shot and killed,

                      another captured, while the third got away. 

                      Day three, and I have to catch a flight from Nairobi to London in the evening.

                      We leave early and drive back to the rhino camp. Kech bids us farewell and

                      privately tells me how important to morale our few days with the rangers have

                      been. He urges us to return sometime in this coming year before he retires. As

                      we drive out of the park and enter another world, I consider what Kech said

                      about boosting morale and I reflect how reciprocal the arrangement has been.

                      I now feel ready to go home. 

______________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP/UN in the News

Lake Victoria future doubtful due to hyacinth

Nation:  The future of Lake Victoria is threatened due to the spread of the hyacinth weed. The lake had suffered a major decline in its biodiversity and was losing its ability to supply oxygen to the deeper layers of its water environment, warned a UNEP official, Dr Margaret Oduk.  The official, in charge of plant and animal life at the UN agency, urged the three East African countries to fight the weed's spread, saying it had disrupted economic activity on the lake and could worsen poverty in the Lake Basin. "Large portions of the lake's bottom remain without oxygen and are therefore not useful to oxygen-dependent life," she said. The introduction of the Nile Perch had also interfered with the lake's health situation, said the official. She was speaking during Lake Victoria celebrations organized by Uhai Lake Forum, at Muhuru Bay in Migori.  Dr Oduk said the fight against the weed should start with the control of municipal industrial and agricultural wastes that nourished it. Five years after the government spent Sh100 million in mechanical control of the weed, its thick carpets continue to block key fish landing beaches on the lake.  

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News17042003120.html
General Environment News

South Africa prepares to host 5th World Parks Congress 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The Minister of Environment, Mohamed Valli Moosa said plans were on track for the hosting of the 5th World Parks Congress (WPC) in Durban later this year. The South African government is determined to make the conference a world class affair as it will be the first World Parks Congress to be held in Africa, Moosa said in a statement Tuesday. Convened every 10 years by the World Conservation Union (IUCN), the 5th World Parks Congress takes place 8-17 September in Durban. Thousands of conservationists from around the world are expected to gather in Durban to discuss biodiversity conservation and the creation of protected sites, safeguarding of world heritage sites as well as mountain trekking and tourism and the impact of hydroelectric dams in Mountain Protected Areas. "This Congress provides a valuable opportunity to develop the potential of our protected areas to meet the needs of society, and we have much to learn and much to contribute," Moosa added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049425&dte=16/04/2003
Poachers Given Food to Curb Illegal Hunting

African Eye News Service (Nelspruit): A conservationist in Zambia is fighting poaching with food. His anti-poaching project has now attracted the support of the World Food Programme (WFP), which provides food parcels for captured poachers while they undergo training in farming and sustainable life skills. "The idea is that if you teach poachers to grow food, they are much less likely to illegally hunt wildlife," said WFP spokesperson Sibi Lawson. American-born Dale Lewis has spent the last 20 years working in Zambia's Luangwa valley where rampant illegal hunting has depleted the animal population. Lewis who works with the Wildlife Conservation Society in Zambia has managed to mobilize over 35 000 people through his campaign, who have voluntarily surrendered 10 000 snares. Last month, Lewis won the Whitley Foundation's Whitley Award at the Royal Geographic Society in London for his distinguished career and groundbreaking work in wildlife conservation. –

 http://allafrica.com/stories/200304160389.html
Out-Going Minister Reviews Problems in Environment

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): The Outgoing minister of Environment and Science, Prof. Dominic Fobih, yesterday uncovered the factors that have militated against the effective performance of agencies and departments under his ministry. The four main constraints he underscored were: Loss of staff to the private sector due to uncompetitive remuneration and working conditions and brain drain to other countries. The second factor he mentioned was the over-dependence on Ghana's development partners for laboratory equipment and chemicals, capacity building, which affects the quality and prioritization of research programmes. On the issue of littering of the environment with plastic waste, Prof. Fobih said the indiscriminate disposal of plastic waste has of late assumed alarming proportions and the harmful effects on the environment had been of great concern to the nation. To address this problem, he said the government and the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development met with the producers of plastic bags to discuss the menace, and said various options were proposed for their consideration. These measures, the minister said, included recycling of plastic waste, sponsoring of clean up activities and the provision of litterbins.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304160494.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE
UN or UNEP in the news

General environment news

The Precautionary Principal threatened by the Environment Charter (Le Monde, 16 April, H. Kempf)

Two versions were to be submitted for arbitration by the Council of Ministers.
http://www.lemonde.fr/article/0,5987,3228--316920-,00.html
The Marine Mystery of the Marine Methane bubbles (Le Figaro, 16 April, C. de Mallet)

Is Climate Change provoked by massive digassing coming from Marine depth ?
http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20030415.FIG0151.html
Geophysics : 11 000 scientists meet on the Côte d’Azur. (Le Figaro, 16 April, Cyrille Vanlerberghe)
For the first time in Europe, Nice is hosting a scientific congress from 6-11 April to discuss the latest discoveries regarding Earth Science.
http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20030405.FIG0160.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

 Saudi Arabia
King Faisel Specialist Hospital

The Executive Manager of King Faisel Specialist Hospital in Jeddah signed a contract of 25 million Saudi Riyal with  Bio techniques company to import a new medical incinerator which will be used for the first time by the hospitals in the Gulf and the Middle East      

http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2003-04-16/local/local03.htm
Jordan
Phosphate company takes new site for storing sulphur

Under an agreement signed between Jordan Phosphate Mines Company (JPMC) and the Aqaba Special Economic Zone Authority (ASEZA), a 40-dunum plot of ASEZA's land was rented to JPMC as storage grounds for sulphur. 

According to ASEZA's Chief Commissioner Akel Biltaji, the agreement came in response to a request by the authority, asking the company to end the storing of sulphur in a complex located on the southern beach in light of its adverse effects on the surrounding environment.

The new storing site is on the eastern part of the back road leading to Aqaba and is provided with infrastructure set at a cost of JD300,000, including water, electricity and other facilities, Biltaji said

JPMC has already started storing around 80,000 tonnes of sulphur in the new site in a bid to provide public safety and a clean environment.

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/economy/economy4.htm 
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New momentum in Georgian-Abkhaz peace efforts despite lack of progress – Annan
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*
UN rights body calls for immediate release of Lebanese detainees in Israel

*
US advocate, Kenyan organization winners of UN population award

* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

16 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today discussed the post-conflict role of the United Nations in Iraq with British Prime Minister Tony Blair and other European leaders and said afterwards he was confident the world body would have an important part to play.

“I’ve just had a very good discussion with the Prime Minister about Iraq and the role of the international community and the UN in post-conflict Iraq,” Mr. Annan told a press conference in Athens with Mr. Blair, a key player with the United States in the war that ousted Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, at his side.

“I am confident that the UN will play an important role and as we move ahead in the next few weeks, I expect that role to become much clearer and the Prime Minister and I are confident that we will be able to work with all the other leaders and the (UN Security) Council members to find a way forward,” Mr. Annan said.

Agreeing on the importance of the UN role, Mr. Blair added: “That is a role that should be there not only in respect of humanitarian issues but also in respect of political and reconstruction issues that arise.”

Mr. Annan, in Athens to attend a European Union (EU) conference and hold talks on Iraq with various European leaders, said the views of the Middle East as a whole had to be factored into the Iraq equation “because Iraq and its neighbours want to live in peace and so what happens in Iraq is of interest to the region as well.”

The Secretary-General also met with Spanish Prime Minister José Maria Aznar, Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt of Belgium – with whom he also discussed the peace process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, and Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern.

He began the day with a meeting with Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson, who reiterated his country’s position on “the necessity of putting the UN in the driving seat for the reconstruction of Iraq.”

Asked about divisions in the EU over Iraq, Mr. Annan said: “I think that what is important is that here the European leaders are strongly behind the UN. They support the multilateral approach, and I think in this interdependent world, international cooperation is the only way to resolve the issues that confront all of us.”

Mr. Annan said he and Mr. Persson also discussed the Middle East and the “need to press ahead with the Road Map and settle this long-lasting conflict once and for all.” The Road Map, a plan sponsored by the so-called diplomatic Quartet – the UN, EU, Russian Federation and United States – aims at settling the conflict through parallel steps over three years by the Israelis and Palestinians, culminating with the establishment of two sovereign states, living side-by-side in peace and security. 

During a press encounter following his meeting with Mr. Ivanov, the Secretary-General said the two believed that it was important the Road Map be released as soon as the new Prime Minister, Abu Mazen, has formed his government. “Of course, the settlement of that long standing problem will have a very positive impact on developments in the region,” he added.

The Secretary-General later met with Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark and Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of Germany before holding a session with the foreign ministers of France, Germany, Russia, Spain and the United Kingdom.

Following his talks with the Danish leader, Mr. Annan was asked if it was possible to combine a UN reconstruction role with a US military presence in Iraq. “I think there are various phases of post-conflict Iraq and I am not saying exactly when the UN gets in,” he said. “But of course, the (Security) Council will have to take some decisions and if the UN were to go in, regardless of what stage it goes in, one will have to define the relationship between the UN, the occupying power and occupied Iraq.”

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

16 April – United Nations food convoys were advancing on Iraq from four directions today as relief agencies continued to report issues of major humanitarian concern.

Dozens of World Food Programme (WFP) trucks left Amman in Jordan to the west and Kermanshah in Iran to the east on their way to Baghdad and Sulaymaniyah respectively, spokesman Khaled Mansour told the daily briefing in Amman on UN humanitarian activities.

The Amman convoy – 50 trucks with more than 1,400 tons of wheat flour – will be the first one to cross the border into Iraq from Jordan. The Kermanshah convoy – five trucks with 100 tons of vegetable oil – was moving slowly on a hilly road and was expected to reach the border tonight, heading towards Sulaymaniyah tomorrow morning.

To the north, WFP said the corridor from Turkey had been dramatically scaled up. A large convoy with as many as 100 trucks was scheduled to cross into Iraq today heading for Dahuk with 3,000 tons of food, the biggest consignment yet to travel along this corridor.

To the far south, WFP was preparing to move 50,000 tons of wheat flour from Kuwait to warehouses in Iraq. The wheat arrived late last week for milling, the first Oil-for-Food shipment since the programme, upon which 60 per cent of Iraqis depend as their sole source of food, was adjusted by the Security Council to meet the new situation following hostilities in Iraq. A second 50,000-ton shipment is expected in the Jordanian port of Aqaba within days.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said the situation in Baghdad continued to cause major concern. The Central Public Health Laboratory had been looted and incubators containing polio virus cultures had been stolen, spokesperson Melanie Zipperer said. Hospitals reported to be functioning to some extent included the Medical City complex, Yarmouk, Kadhimiya and No’man. WHO staff would continue to visit major hospitals in order to prioritize and rapidly meet the most urgent needs, she added. 

“We have made contact with WHO staff in Baghdad and the information they have provided is bleak,” Ms. Zipperer said. The WHO Baghdad office had been very badly looted and burned, all official vehicles had been stolen and much valuable equipment and information destroyed.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), meanwhile, reported an outbreak of blackwater fever in southern Iraq. The waterborne disease, also know as laeshmaniasis, leads to severe debility and eventually death if not treated within four to six weeks. Spokesman Geoffrey Keele stressed the urgency of getting medicines into the affected area.

He said the Iraqi Refugee Aid Council had reported 100 cases in Amarah, 70 in Nasiriya, and an unspecified number in Az Zubair. Children under five were the most vulnerable to contracting the disease, he added.

For its part, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said farmers in Iraq were in urgent need of spare parts and fuel for combine harvesters and tractors for the upcoming spring harvest, the country’s main harvest, for which the outlook was uncertain following the conflict.

“Every effort should be made to enable farmers to return to their fields and start harvesting wheat and barley at the beginning of May,” Laurent Thomas, Chief of FAO Special Emergency Programmes Service said in Rome. “In addition, urgent support is needed to revive cereal marketing and distribution facilities.” 

* * *

Middle East

16 April – The Israelis and Palestinians, along with the international community, must be prepared to stay the course on a plan to settle the Middle East crisis, however strewn with obstacles that course may be, a senior United Nations official told the Security Council today.
“The Road Map implementation process will not likely be easy, but its goal, a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region, is too important for the parties to be deterred from by early difficulties,” Assistant Secretary General for Political Affairs Danilo Türk said in an open briefing to the Council on developments since 19 March.

The Road Map, a plan put forward by the diplomatic Quartet – the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – which calls for parallel responses by the Israelis and Palestinians to security, political, economic and humanitarian issues, will be presented to the parties once the Palestinian Cabinet has been confirmed, Mr. Türk noted.

He also stressed that in the face of the grim reality on the ground, with continuing terrorist attacks on the Israelis and the deepening humanitarian crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the path ahead represented the only realistic hope for ending the current cycle of violence and counter-violence.
On the political front, Mr. Türk said the new Palestinian Prime Minister, Abu Mazen, should receive the full, active cooperation of the international community as he works to curb terrorism and continue the reform process.
“We hope that Abu Mazen will be empowered to continue and extend the Palestinian reform process,” Mr. Türk told the Council. “He must prove to be a leader who will provide the Palestinian people with the transparent, effective government they deserve. He must also provide the Israelis with the partner in peace that they need.”

Turning to the Government of Israel, Mr. Türk said that it had an important role to play in ensuring the success of the new Palestinian Government. Crucial first steps would include facilitating the reform process and minimizing the effects of security measures on the people of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Removal of internal closures and lifting of curfews would be welcome developments. Such steps would empower the Palestinian Authority and Abu Mazen to take action against terrorists.

“Recent statements by Prime Minister (Ariel) Sharon in support of a peace process in which he acknowledges that Israel might need to make ‘painful concessions,’ including the removal of some settlements in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, are to be welcomed,” Mr. Türk said. “Israel’s early embrace of the Road Map and active implementation of the process would seem to be an essential manifestation of the support expressed by Mr. Sharon.”

* * *

Burundi

16 April – Paying tribute again to the upcoming political transition in Burundi, the United Nations Security Council today underscored the importance of President Pierre Buyoya’s commitment to handover office by 1 May, and recommended that all the country’s political leaders continue working in the spirit of consensus. 

 
In a statement to the press, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, which holds the rotating presidency of the 15-nation body for the month of April, said that as Burundi prepares to enter this second phase of its political transition, the Council members encouraged all parties to pursue efforts towards full implementation of the Arusha Agreement 

With that in mind, members of the Council welcomed the adoption by the Transitional National Assembly of the law on the punishment of crimes of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, Ambassador Zinser said, adding that they urged the Assembly “to make every effort to adopt the bill on provisional immunity in accordance with the Arusha Agreement.”

Expressing support to the efforts for facilitation and to the regional initiatives aimed at allowing a return of peace to Burundi, the Council President stressed that members urged Agathon Rwasa’s Forces Nationales de Libération (FNL) to end hostilities immediately, to join the ongoing peace process without further delay and to open negotiations with the government. 

“Members of the Council paid tribute to the African Union for the deployment of observers and encouraged the deployment, without further delay, of the forces of the African Mission,’ Ambassador Zinser said. In this connection, the Council called on the international community to mobilize the necessary funds to allow the deployment of the Mission when the necessary costings are available.

Urging donors to contribute generously to Burundi’s transitional debt relief fund, the Council also urged them to support the country’s economy, to honour the engagements taken at the Paris and Geneva Conferences, and to provide, as a matter of utmost urgency, budgetary and balance of payments support to the Government.

* * *

DPR of Korea

16 April – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today welcomed reports on the forthcoming multilateral talks involving the United States, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and China in Beijing.

A UN spokesman said in a statement that the Secretary-General “is encouraged by what he hopes is the beginning of the process that would resolve diplomatically the current crisis on the Korean Peninsula.”

The Secretary-General and his Personal Envoy, Maurice F. Strong, “will continue to lend their full support to this process, while concentrating on humanitarian and longer-term development needs of the DPRK,” the statement noted.

* * * 

SARS

16 April – In a crucial discovery towards finding diagnostic tools and treatment for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) announced today that a new pathogen, a member of the coronavirus family never before seen in humans, is the cause of the newly emergent infectious disease.

The speed with which the virus – which first surfaced in China last November – was identified was the result of close international collaboration among 13 laboratories from 10 countries. While many lines of evidence over recent weeks found strong links to this virus, which belongs to the family that causes the common cold, final confirmation came today, WHO said in a statement in Geneva.

“The pace of SARS research has been astounding,” Dr. David Heymann, Executive Director of WHO Communicable Diseases programmes, said. “Because of an extraordinary collaboration among laboratories from countries around the world, we now know with certainty what causes SARS.”

Since it first emerged in Guangdong Province in China, SARS has infected 3,235 people as of 15 April, killing 154, with the vast majority of cases in China and Hong Kong. But the disease has spread throughout East Asia and as far afield as Canada, the United States and Brazil.

“Today, the collaboration continues as top laboratory researchers have come to WHO to design the next steps, a strategy for transforming these basic research discoveries into diagnostic tools which will help us to successfully control this disease,” Mr. Heymann said. “Now we can move away from methods like isolation and quarantines and move aggressively towards modern intervention strategies, including specific treatments and eventually vaccination. With the establishment of the causative agent, we are a crucial step closer.”

Stressing the collaborative effort of the contributing laboratories, Klaus Stöhr, WHO virologist and the coordinator of the SARS research network, said: “The people in this network have put aside profit and prestige to work together to find the cause of this new disease and to find way new ways of fighting it. In this globalized world, such collaboration is the only way forward in tackling emerging diseases.”

WHO and the laboratories dedicated their discovery to Dr. Carlo Urbani, the WHO scientist who first alerted the world to the existence of SARS in Hanoi, Viet Nam, and who died from the disease in Bangkok on 29 March.

* * *

Abkhazia, Georgia

16 April – New proposals and bilateral agreements have injected fresh momentum into efforts to reactivate the Georgian-Abkhaz peace process despite the continued lack of progress on the core political issue of the future status of Abkhazia within the State of Georgia, United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan says in a report released today.

Mr. Annan’s latest report to the Security Council provides an update of the situation in Abkhazia since January. It also discusses the continued efforts by the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) to initiate negotiations between the parties on the basis of the “Basic Principles of the Distribution of Competences between Tbilisi and Sukhumi” paper and its transmittal letter. Heidi Tagliavini, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Georgia, submitted the paper a year ago. 

For the first time in approximately four years, the Abkhaz de facto authorities at the ambassadorial level received the Group of Friends in Sukhumi, Mr. Annan says. Ms. Tagliavini also attended the meetings.

The Group – comprising France, Germany, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and the United States – conveyed the recommendations that resulted from an informal session held in February in Geneva at Mr. Annan’s invitation. It also presented the position of the international community and listened to the Abkhaz viewpoint, Mr. Annan adds. 

“The Abkhaz side raised a number of objections to the recommendations, in particular the inclusion of the political aspect in the third task force,” the Secretary-General says. “The Abkhaz side continued to refuse to discuss the status issues and rejected the paper on competences as a basis for substantive negotiations as, in its view, the status of Abkhazia has long been determined.”

In contrast, Mr. Annan says the Georgian side has taken “a cautiously positive stance towards the proposals,” and has declared its readiness to work towards their implementation. 

“I would like to remind the parties, in particular the Abkhaz side, that the status question cuts across every aspect of a final peaceful settlement. Without its satisfactory resolution, a sustainable settlement is likely to remain elusive,” Mr. Annan warns.

The period under review was also marked by increased bilateral activity between the Russian Federation and Georgia, which should open the doors to progress on the return of displaced persons and refugees, Mr. Annan says. Last month, Presidents Vladimir Putin and Eduard Shervardnadze agreed to proceed with the re-opening of the railway traffic between Sochi and Tbilisi, among other things.

* * *

Liberia

16 April – A senior United Nations relief official reported today that the violence sweeping much of Liberia has taken a grave twist as armed groups now appear to be targeting some of the most vulnerable people in the war-ravaged country – internally displaced persons (IDPs), other civilians and even humanitarian aid workers.

Calling on the Liberian Government to do everything in its power to protect civilians, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie denounced the recent attacks on IDPs as clear violations of international humanitarian law. “All parties to the conflict must ensure that attacks on civilians do not occur,” she said in a press release.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported last week that four people had been killed and thousands forced to flee during attacks by armed groups on Jartondo and Wilson IDP camps – part of a disturbing trend of civilian targeting. Another IDP camp at Rick’s institute was attacked and looted in late March, forcing an estimated 25,000 people staying there to flee.

Ms. McAskie said there is also growing concern that food distribution may be emerging as a target for armed groups. “The issue remains crucial, as it means humanitarian workers may be specifically targeted,” she added, noting at least two staff members from non-governmental organizations (NGO) were injured in last week’s IDP camp attacks. This trend highlights the UN’s continuing concern about the condition of more than 100 humanitarian staff who have not been heard from since late last month, when violence erupted around Zwedru, near the border with Côte d’Ivoire.

Ms. McAskie also underscored the effect ongoing violence and looting have on humanitarian operations. The UN estimates that there are some 200,000 IDPs in Liberia, most of them in areas cut-off from assistance. Violence and unrest keep aid workers from reaching thousands of desperate people – especially in the northwest and eastern parts of the country – and the looting compounds shortages of non-food supplies such as tarpaulins, household items, and blankets. “Conditions should be created for humanitarian workers to safely access areas where people need help,” she said.

* * *

Commission on Human Rights

 
16 April – The United Nations Commission on Human Rights today called on Israel to release immediately Lebanese detainees it was holding, at the same time rejecting a draft resolution calling on the Russian Federation to urgently take all necessary steps to stop human rights violations.

The resolution on Lebanese detainees, adopted by a roll-call vote of 32 in favour, one against and 20 abstentions, called upon Israel to refrain from holding detained Lebanese citizens incarcerated in its prisons as hostages for bargaining purposes and to release them immediately.

The draft resolution on Chechnya was rejected by a roll-call vote of 21 against and 15 in favour, with 17 abstentions.  It would have, among other things, called upon the Russian Government to urgently take all necessary steps to stop and prevent violations of human rights and to ensure that all alleged violations were investigated systematically, fully, promptly, and that they were sanctioned.

The Geneva-based Commission adopted, without a vote, a resolution on cooperation with representatives of the UN human rights bodies, in which it condemned all acts of intimidation or reprisal against those who sought to cooperate or had cooperated with representatives of human rights bodies.

* * *
UN Population Award

16 April – An advocate from the United States and a family planning organization in Kenya have been selected as winners of the United Nations award which honours an individual and an institution that have made outstanding contributions to the awareness and solutions of population problems.

The 2003 UN Population Award will go to Werner Fornos and the Family Planning Association of Kenya, selected by a committee comprised of Member States and chaired by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA).

Since 1982, Mr. Fornos, a US national, has headed the Population Institute devoted to creating materials and techniques to increase awareness of population growth and family planning programmes. He is a tireless and engaging speaker who has successfully lobbied for increased population funding in the United States.

“It is difficult to think of one person who has done more to ensure that issues of population remain at the forefront of public and governmental discourse,” according to the nomination of Mr. Fornos to the selection committee.

The Family Planning Association of Kenya has championed the provision of sexual and reproductive health services within the context of rights and empowerment of young people since the organization’s inception in 1962, the nomination of the organization said.

The Association was also one of the early advocates for gender equality and the eradication of female circumcision. It took the lead in transforming Kenya’s family planning programme from a Nairobi-based model into a regional one, reaching people right at the community level.

UNFPA said each winner would receive a certificate, a gold medal and an equal share of a monetary prize at a ceremony in July at the UN Headquarters in New York.

* *** *
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