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PANA

UNEP spearheads anti-smoking drive at the Athens Olympics

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Although all venues at the 2004 Olympic Games have been declared smoke-free, the organisers and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will on Saturday start distributing 40,000 portable paper ashtrays to journalists in a bid to spread the anti-cigarette message.

In a statement issued here, UNEP said as the competition begins in earnest, many of the 10,000 representatives of the international media will certainly feel the need to escape the International Broadcast Centre or the Main Press Centre for a smoke. 

The Olympic Organising Committee and UNEP wanted to make sure journalists are targeted in the anti-smoking awareness campaign at the games, which officially started in Greece Friday.

"Cigarette smoking is a major public health problem worldwide.   It is also an environmental issue," said UNEP's Communications Director Eric Falt. 

"We certainly don't want to be seen as promoting smoking, but since we know it is not possible to stop all journalists from lighting up, we would like to make sure they do so in a way that will be less detrimental to the environment."

Every year, smokers discard an estimated 4.5 trillion (4,500,000,000,000) cigarette butts are discarded. As well as being an eyesore they are a significant pollutant. 

The residue in a cigarette filter contains a cocktail of toxic chemicals which generally find their way into the water supply, and eventually the seas oceans, once the butt has been discarded.

Cigarette butts contain thousands of compounds that can pollute the environment and are commonly found in the stomachs of birds, sea turtles and other marine creatures. 

They are also a persistent problem for parents of very young children who are often tempted to put them in their mouths.

The paper ashtrays, made of a lightly laminated but biodegradable paper, form the shape of a green cone once you open them.  They have a small hole at the bottom to allow smaller particles of ash to escape, and can be covered by a lid bearing the slogan "Think Clean and Green." 

Conceived by Greek inventor Costas Donos, the ashtray campaign was developed by the Department of Environment of the Athens 2004 Organising Committee (ATHOC), led by Christina Theochari and

George Kazantzopoulos, as a public information tool for a target audience particularly prone to smoking.

"This little gadget is a means to collect cigarette butts and other small litter, and therefore assist the citizens to behave in an ecologically friendly manner," they said.

While recognising that the ashtrays themselves could contribute to the generation of waste, they wanted to raise awareness among smokers and invite them to at least properly dispose of their cigarette butts, thus contributing to the protection of the environment.

Since the 1988 Calgary Winter Olympics, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) have collaborated to ensure the Olympic Games are smoke-free.

The paper ashtrays are sponsored by Cleaning and Waste Services (CWS), who are also collaborating with UNEP and ATHOC on a leaflet campaign highlighting recycling and environmental protection throughout the Games. 

The leaflets will be distributed in four major Greek newspapers during the first and second weekends of the games.

Recycling is also the subject of television and radio adverts co-signed by UNEP and ATHOC that are airing during the Games. The adverts are part of a campaign sponsored by Coca Cola to promote litter-free Olympic and Paralympic Games venues and reduce the amount of waste to be taken to landfills through waste separation at source. 

Colour-coded bins at the venues will encourage spectators to recycle their plastic and paper waste. The campaign started on 30 July and will continue until the end of the Paralympic Games. It will appear on all major Greek TV channels, and several radio stations.

As part of its Sport and the Environment Programme, UNEP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with ATHOC on 3 June 2004 to implement a series of public awareness activities. 

Joint UNEP-ATHOC activities also include public awareness campaigns promoting recycling in Patras, in collaboration with the Municipality of Patras and the Hellenic Recycling Association, and in Thessaloniki, in collaboration with the local authorities association of the broader Thessaloniki area. 

In the municipality of Amaroussion, where the Olympic Stadium is located, olive trees have been given to 8,000 school pupils to plant and tend, and a bus stop poster covering 90 locations has been created that promotes recycling and a clean environment alongside sport as integral to a healthy life.

The Star  Online

Tuesday August 17, 2004
Killer in the flash

	[image: image1.jpg]




	Indonesian rescuers looking at a bridge, damaged by flash floods, as they search for survivors in a resort town in Bohorok in North Sumatra. Environmentalists have blamed the flash floods on poor management of forests and illegal logging. 


INDONESIAN environmental watchdog Walhi has filed a suit against the Indonesian Government for failing to protect a Sumatran forest, the destruction of which is said to have caused flash floods which killed some 200 people last November.  

Five foreigners were among the casualties when a swollen river burst its banks, sweeping away homes and tourist cottages in the resort town of Bohorok on the eastern fringes of the Gunung Leuser national park in North Sumatra. 

Walhi provincial director Herwin Nasution said illegal logging and forest destruction led to the disaster. The suit rejects government claims that the tragedy was a “natural disaster.” Defendants include the Indonesian president, the minister of forests and other officials who, Nasution said, did not fulfil their responsibilities under Indonesia’s forestry and environmental protection laws.  

Environmentalists say many more people will die from flash floods and landslides if the government does not halt construction of the European Union-funded Ladia Galaska road network, which would link the west and east coasts of Aceh province and cut through the heart of Leuser park. They say the roads would threaten wildlife and damage water supply from the area, which is home to endangered species such as the Sumatran rhinos, orang utans, tigers and elephants. 

Walhi has said that 85% of natural disasters in Indonesia are the result of environmental destruction such as illegal logging. A 2002 report said Indonesia was losing nearly two million ha of forest annually – an area half the size of Switzerland. Forest cover fell from 162 million ha in 1950 to 98 million ha in 2000, it said. – AFP  

Engineered papaya 

THE Thai Department of Agriculture has planted genetically engineered (GE) papaya despite a ban on field trials, a move which has left the country’s papaya crop open to contamination. 

Greenpeace says laboratory tests carried out in Hong Kong shows that packages of papaya seeds sold by the department’s research station in the province of Khon Kaen contained GE seeds. One field at the research station has been identified as the source of the GE seeds. The experimental field was segregated from other papaya farms only by barbed wire and banana trees. 

	[image: image2.jpg]




	A Greenpeace activist sealing off the genetically engineered papaya at the Khon Kaen agricultural research station of the Thai Department of Agriculture. The department’s move to plant the GE fruit has left Thailand’s papaya crop open to contamination.  


“This is potentially one of the worst cases of genetic contamination of a major food crop in Asia as this station is one of the largest suppliers of papaya seeds in the country,” says Varoonvarn Svangsopakul, Greenpeace GE campaigner in South-East Asia.  

Thai activists have removed GE papaya fruits from trees in the farm and kept them in metal drums. They have demanded that the government complete this process and destroy all papaya trees, fruits, seedlings and seeds in the research station to prevent further contamination. 

The ban on field trials imposed in 2001 was to prevent GE contamination. Last year, Greenpeace had warned the Thai public of the environmental and health risks posed by GE papaya and called on the government to stop all planting of the crop. – Greenpeace 

Jail for poachers 

FIVE poachers were convicted of illegal trade in the endangered Sumatran tiger in Sumatra, Indonesia, last week, and sentenced to a total of six years imprisonment and fines amounting to 70 million Rupiah (US$ 7,750).  

The tiger poaching and illegal trade network operating across the Riau and Jambi provinces were uncovered by the Department of Forestry and the Sumatran Tiger Conservation Programme.  

In January, two tigers in the Bukit Tigapuluh National Park in central Sumatra were poisoned by local poachers and sold through a network of middlemen. Undercover work, involving informants posing as potential buyers, subsequently led to the arrest of four traders. Long-term intelligence suggests that at least 60 wild tigers have been sold through this network over the last 10 years. 

Meanwhile, the alleged final buyer of the bones and pelts in Jambi is awaiting conviction following provision of additional evidence relating to his involvement in the trade in pelts of the equally endangered Clouded Leopard. – Sumatran Tiger Conservation Programme 

Dead sea 

A HUGE “dead zone” of water so devoid of oxygen that sea life cannot live in it has spread across 15,000sqkm of the Gulf of Mexico this summer in what has become an annual occurrence caused by pollution. 

A scientist at the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium said measurements showed the dead zone extended from the mouth of the Mississippi River in south-eastern Louisiana 400km west to near the Texas border and was closer to shore than usual because of winds and currents. 

“Fish and swimming crabs escape (from the dead zone),” said Nancy Rabalais, the consortium’s chief scientist for hypoxia, or low oxygen, research. “Anything else dies.” 

Rabalais said in the last 30 years, the dead zone has become an annual summer phenomenon, fed by rising use of nitrate-based fertilisers by farmers in the Mississippi watershed. The nitrates, carried into the gulf’s warm summer waters by the river, feed algae blooms that use up oxygen and make the water uninhabitable. 

The dead zone’s size has varied each year depending on weather conditions, but averages about 13,000sqkm and remains in place until late September or early October. Vir-tually nothing is being done to stop the flow of nitrates into the river, meaning the dead zone will reappear every year, Rabalais said. – Reuters 

Green investment 

THE United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will work with major institutional investors to develop a set of global principles for responsible investment by September 2005. The new principles will feature guidelines for investing in ways that protect the planet and meet social responsibilities.  

UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer says it will benefit institutional investors to incorporate environmental, social, and governance concerns into their decision-making. 

The principles, which would be voluntary, would support sustainable development, the goal of allowing the world to develop economically without destroying habitats and without increasing poverty. 

Investors have become increasingly focused in recent years on issues of corporate governance and social responsibility, at least in part because of growing evidence that doing so brings rewards or, at the very least, avoids investment disasters. 

The launch followed a year’s research by the UN programme’s Finance Initiative, a partnership with industry, into the importance of environmental and social issues on equity pricing. – Reuters  

Coral study 

SNORKELLERS and scuba divers across the globe are being enlisted to help save the world’s oceans and seas. A new initiative, called Earthdive, is seeking the help of professional and sport divers to record the health of the marine environment, including coral reefs, mangrove swamps and coastal waters.  

The scheme, supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), is the brainchild of Chris Long.  

“Earthdive wants people with an interest in diving to understand that what they see under the oceans is not just beautiful, it also sustains human life, and they can help to preserve it by simply recording what they see,” says Long. 

Earthdive membership is extended to divers and snorkellers of all abilities, as well as anyone with an interest in marine conservation issues. The key feature of the scheme centres on encouraging members to record findings from their dives on the Earthdive website (www.earthdive.com).  

By doing this, they will contribute scientific data on key indicator species to build a Global Dive Log (GDL). Members also sign an international petition demanding action to protect the oceans, which will be delivered to the United Nations in 2005. Half of all membership fees go directly to marine conservation projects. – UNEP 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring 
August 16, 2004
China hosts UN symposium on environmental laws
BODY:
(New China News Agency)

Tianjin, 16 August: The first symposium on environment laws in the Asian and Pacific region hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme opened Monday (16 August) in Tianjin, a leading port city in north China.

During the three-day symposium, 60 legislators from 30 developing countries and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region will concentrate on such topics as implementation of multi-lateral environmental agreement and economic and financial measures on environment management. 

Yin Gai, an official of China's State Environmental Protection Administration, said the discharge of pollutants in China keeps declining year by year despite an eight-per cent annual growth of its gross domestic product. He attributed the achievements to the promulgation of a series of laws on environmental protection.

Bakary Kante, an official of the UN Environment Programme, said his programme chose China to be the venue for its first regional environment symposium because the experience of Tianjin in disposing dangerous wastes can be introduced to other developing countries.

Source: Xinhua news agency, Beijing, in English 1609 gmt 16 Aug 04
__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Independent
August 16, 2004

Divers wanted for conservation project

BODY:


Snorkellers and scuba divers are being called on to join up to Earthdive, an initiative supported by the UN's Environment Programme (UNEP) and gap year organiser Coral Cay Conservation. Earthdive aims to record the health of the marine environment including coral reefs, mangrove swamps and coastal waters. Earthdive members are asked to record findings from their dives on the website, www.earthdive.com.

Fifty per cent of all membership fees will go directly to marine conservation projects.
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American Daily
Entangling Alliances: George Washington Vs. The UN 
By Tom DeWeese 
There are a lot of people in this country who don’t believe the United Nations is a threat to American sovereignty and independence. 

Many on Capitol Hill will tell you that there is not a single word in a single UN document that says the UN will control land in this country. Technically that’s true. In fact, most UN documents take great pains to include language to specifically state that each nation will maintain its own sovereignty.

Here’s why the UN is in fact a threat and how it all works. Sovereignty is the answer to the question: “who’s in charge?” You have to answer that question before you can answer the parallel question: “who’s responsible?” To have true sovereignty over our land we the people, through our elected representatives, must be in charge of decisions over it and we must have the responsibility to carry out those decisions. 

Keep in mind that you can voluntarily give up both control and responsibility. However, even if it is voluntary, it’s still loss of control. The United States has been taking that path of voluntary surrender of control for several years through acceptance of a number of United Nations treaties and agreements. It is through this matrix, this spider’s web of so-called “international law” that this nation cedes control to the United Nations. 

Consider just a few of the UN treaties and agreements that the United States has already agreed to abide. They include the World Heritage Sites Treaty, UNESCO, Agenda 21, the Convention on Climate Change, and The Man and the Biosphere program. Each of these is part of an agenda called “Sustainable Development” which calls for changing the very infrastructure of our nation, away from private ownership and control of property to nothing short of national zoning and a whole lot more. 

In 1796, George Washington warned his new nation “…Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow citizens) the jealousy of a free people out to be constantly awake, since history and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican government.” Washington said “The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible.” 

Sustainable Development combines social welfare programs with partnerships between business and government, using environmental issues to make it all appear to be urgent. 

This environmental agenda is driven by the United Nations through two specific UN organizations: the United Nations Environmental Program and the International Union of Conservation and Nature. 

Would it surprise you to learn that six agencies of the United States government are active members of the International Union of Conservation and Nature, including the Departments of State, Interior, Agriculture and the Fish and Wildlife service? These agencies send representatives to all meetings of the UN Environmental Program. 

This kind of intergovernmental cooperation with UN policy led to a showdown over the issue of control in 1995 when radical environmentalists and the Department of Interior wanted to stop the building of a gold mine on private land, several miles from Yellowstone National Park. This federal department simply called in the UN’s World Heritage Committee to visit Yellowstone, whereupon the committee declared the park to be the world’s first endangered heritage site. That designation was enough to stop the building of private enterprise. It also clearly established who was in control. 

By joining the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Culture and National Heritage, adopted in November 1972 at the 17th General Conference of UNESCO, the United States ceded control over Yellowstone National Park, the Everglades National Park, the Grand Canyon National Park, the Great Smokey Mountains National Park, Yosemite National Park, the Carlsbad Caverns National Park, and, you will find this astounding, Monticello, Jefferson’s home, and the Statue of Liberty! 

Webster’s defines “sovereignty” as “undisputed political power.” We no longer have this precious right, gained by the blood of patriots, over these and other so-called World Heritage sites. 

Through all of the treaties, agreements and meetings, there grows an interlocking web of policy that takes root through these federal agencies, even driving down into state and local community governments. 

The treaties are the roots of the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act. For Congress to back out of these laws or even to consider reducing some of the regulations that are destroying industry or private property rights would put the United States in violation of the UN treaties! 

It is not just about environmental policy that’s involved. There are equally binding UN treaties and agreements covering education programs, child welfare, women’s rights, as well as gun control. 

Most recently, the UN abandoned all pretense of respecting sovereign independence. 

The International Criminal Court was approved when only 60 nations ratified it, but according to UN policy, the court has jurisdiction over all nations, whether they ratified it or not. Never in the history of international relations has such a policy even been proposed, let alone adopted. 

Now, many of you rightly complain that you keep electing politicians who promise to corral the size and scope of government and reinstate the rule of the Constitution, but it never seems to happen. Why? Because we are bound by UN treaties that say we can’t and by a Federal government that says we won’t. 

Now ask yourselves the question again: Who’s in charge? And who’s responsible? 

Neither George Washington nor any of the Founding Fathers would ever have put their names to the United Nations Charter or agreed to any of these intrusive, interlocking treaties and agreements for the simple reason that they diminish American control, American responsibility and American sovereignty. 

The only way for the United States of America to reassert and reestablish its sovereignty is to get out of the United Nations. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

China Typhoon Heads Inland After Killing 115
BEIJING - Rescue workers in eastern China searched for more victims while residents cleaned up on Saturday after one of the worst typhoons to hit the region in seven years killed 115 people and injured more than 1,800. 

Residents in the storm-battered eastern province of Zhejiang woke up to power outages, uprooted trees and collapsed houses after Typhoon Rananim cut a swathe of destruction with torrential rain and gale-force winds. 

"The power supply has still not yet resumed in all parts of the city. It's hot and humid outside, with no more rain," a nurse surnamed Li at the Taizhou city Central Hospital told Reuters by telephone. 

The storm had weakened and moved inland to the province of Jiangxi, but the death toll is expected to rise, officials had said. 

The typhoon hit the Zhejiang coast late Thursday, leaving 16 people missing, causing widespread damage in the rice-growing province and knocking down more than 40,000 buildings, officials had said. 

As many as 1,800 people had been injured, including 185 who were seriously hurt, officials said. More than 8.6 million people had been affected by the storm, they said. 

Another nurse at Taizhou's Central Hospital said staff were not warned about the coming storm Thursday. 

"Many people panicked because of the sudden typhoon. Lots of people on their bicycles or tricycles were pushed down on the ground. Power was cut off, many big trees were uprooted," she said. 

Most were injured by shattered glass or buried under collapsed houses, doctors said. 

Officials had evacuated more than 460,000 people from coastal areas of Zhejiang province to escape the storm. 

The typhoon caused more than 15.3 billion yuan ($1.84 billion) in direct economic losses, the official Xinhua news agency quoted the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters as saying Friday. 

Officials and residents said the storm was the worst since 1997, when Typhoon Winnie struck the coast, killing nearly 250 people and causing 19.8 billion yuan in economic losses. Rananim brought torrential rains and winds exceeding 160 kph (100 mph). The eye of the storm made landfall at about 8:00 p.m. (1200 GMT) Thursday near the town of Wenling. 

But in the eastern metropolis of Shanghai, where soaring temperatures has taxed the electricity grid and forced 2,100 factories to switch to graveyard shifts, the typhoon bought a measure of relief, state media said. 

Power use Friday in China's richest city fell to its lowest level since the end of June as the mercury dipped, leading to 1,600 firms having power restrictions lifted, the Jiefang Daily said. 

But it said this may just be a temporary step, and the situation would be reviewed when the temperature climbs back to the 35 degrees Celsius (95 Fahrenheit) which the city has been broiling in for the last three weeks. 

That had forced the government to decree the lights on the famous waterside Bund be turned off and public places restrict the use of air conditioning. 

The only damage caused in Shanghai was the uprooting of 13 trees, the newspaper added. (Additional reporting by Ben Blanchard in Shanghai) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Probe into rising ocean acidity 
The UK's Royal Society has launched an investigation into the rising acidity of the world's oceans due to pollution from the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide. 
The change could have catastrophic consequences for marine life. 

Oceans mop up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, lowering the water's pH value - an effect that may be exacerbated by burning of fossil fuels. 

Scientists on the working group are due to publish an initial report into the phenomenon by early next year. 

	
	The same pollution that we believe is heating the world's oceans...is also altering their chemical balance 
Professor John Raven 


The investigation by the Royal Society, the UK national academy of science, will probe the potential impact of this rising ocean acidity on marine life - which at present is largely unknown. 

Increasing use of fossil fuels means more carbon dioxide is going into the air. Most of it will eventually be absorbed by seawater, where it reacts to form carbonic acid. 

The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission reports that some 20-25 million tonnes of carbon dioxide are being added to the oceans each day. 

Researchers believe such dramatic changes in the carbon dioxide system in surface waters have not been observed for more than 20 million years of Earth history. 

Delicate balance 
Experts currently predict that if this trend continues, ocean pH could fall by as much as 0.4 units by the year 2100. 

"The thing about acidification is that it is happening at the same time that the oceans are warming, so organisms are going to have to deal with two major changes," working group member Dr Carol Turley of Plymouth Marine Laboratory told BBC News Online. 

"Whether they balance each other, or whether they double or triple up is not known." 

Scientists fear this increasing acidification could have a particularly detrimental effect on corals and sea creatures with hard shells. 

Increasing acidity reduces the availability of calcium carbonate from the water - which the creatures rely on to produce their hard skeletons. Juvenile organisms could be most susceptible to these changes. 

Acidification may also directly affect the growth and reproduction rates of fish, as well as affecting the plankton populations which they rely on for food, with potentially disastrous consequences for marine food webs. 

In addition, nutrient concentrations in surface waters of high-latitude regions are likely to fall, subsurface waters become less oxygenated, and phytoplankton will experience increased exposure to sunlight. 

This could affect multiple marine species and change the composition of biological communities in ways that are not yet understood. 

According to research by Christopher Sabine of the US National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) the ocean has taken up approximately 120 billion metric tons of carbon generated by human activities since 1800. 

"The same pollution that we believe is heating the world's oceans through global warming is also altering their chemical balance," Professor John Raven, chair of the working group, said. 

"This study will look at what impact increased acidity levels might have on marine life and re-emphasise the urgent need to respond to the spectre of climate change, an issue identified by the UK Government as a priority for its Presidency of G8 in 2005." 

The issue was highlighted last year with a research paper published in the prestigious journal Nature by Ken Caldeira and Michael Wickett of the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California, US. Dr Caldeira is also a member of the Royal Society working group. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

New bird spotted in Philippines
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 
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Safe for now: The Calayan rail


An international expedition has found a bird species new to science on a remote island in the northern Philippines. 
The team of Filipino and UK researchers discovered the bird, a rail, living by a stream in the forests of Calayan. 
They think the birds number only about 200 pairs at most, and since they are found nowhere else they might soon be at risk from development pressures. 
They say the Calayan rail is flightless "or nearly so": it belongs to a global family including coots and moorhens. 
Chance discovery 
The expedition was funded by the UK-based Oriental Bird Club and the Rufford Small Grant Committee. 
Rufford Small Grants are UK awards of up to £5,000 ($9,215) aimed at small conservation programmes and pilot projects. 
The discovery of the Calayan rail is described in Forktail, a journal of Asian ornithology published by the OBC. 
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The islanders know the rail well


The researchers, the Babuyan Islands expedition team, were surveying the birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians of the Babuyan group at the northern end of the Philippines archipelago. 
On 11 May one of the team, Carmela Espanola, was walking in the forest almost 1,000 feet (300 m) up the slopes of Calayan when she spotted a small group of unfamiliar dark brown birds with distinctive orange-red bills and legs near a stream. 
Her notes and photographs, with her recordings of their loud, harsh and rasping calls, helped to establish that the birds were new to science, though not to the island's people, who call them "piding". 
The team saw adult and juvenile birds several times over the next few days round their rainforest camp, and estimated there are probably 100-200 pairs in the area, which contains coralline limestone outcrops, caves and small streams. 
Reluctant aviator 
In order to register the rail as a new species the expedition had to kill one bird, and when they dissected it they found its flight muscles were too weak to carry it far, prompting their conclusion that it is "almost" flightless. 
Richard Thomas, or BirdLife International, told BBC News Online: "The Calayan rail has never been seen to fly, but it may be like the Okinawa rail, which flutters up into the trees like a chicken in order to roost." 
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Unlike most rails, this is a forest bird


Of the 20 species or subspecies of rail that have become extinct since 1600, 90% were flightless. 
Most members of the rail family are waterbirds, though in tropical parts of Asia many are forest dwellers like the Calayan rail. 
Genevieve Broad, the co-leader of the expedition, said: "I felt sure the Babuyan Islands would hold some interesting discoveries, but I didn't expect to find a totally new species. 
Alien threats 
"I hope this will bring the recognition these islands deserve as an important site of biological diversity." 
The island's population numbers about 8,500 people, and there is thought to be no imminent threat to the rails. 
But conservationists are concerned that new roads around the island and to its centre could mean new settlements, habitat loss and introduced predators like cats and rats, which have been implicated in most flightless rail extinctions. 
Images courtesy and copyright of Des Allen. 
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General Environment News

FAO appeals for $3.6 million to feed Kenya's hungry

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has appealed to donors to provide $3.6 million to finance four emergency agricultural projects in hunger-threatened areas in rural Kenya. In its appeal, FAO identified four major areas where urgent intervention is required to save the human lives and livestock. The first project budgeted at $550,000 will involve the co- ordination of information and analysis on vulnerable populations, emergency needs in the agriculture sector and tracking the impact of responses. It will also help co-ordinate government efforts, UN agencies and NGOs that will participate in the emergency response. The second project, estimated at $825,000, will provide essential agricultural inputs ahead of the planting season in October. It also targets both the semi-arid regions of Kenya and higher rainfall areas. A third project worth $1.5 million will help minimize livestock deaths caused by opportunistic diseases and parasites. It will also ensure water access to core breeding stock and a subsidized de-stocking programme that will provide meat to emergency food distribution programmes in affected regions. Some $ 750,000 will be required to support community aflatoxin prevention strategies and promote alternative storage options prior to the next harvest. Kenya is still reeling from the failure of the March/April long rains, which were followed by severe drought in certain some parts of the country High levels of poverty and the HIV/AIDS pandemic, have aggravated the problems currently facing Kenya. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng053087&dte=16/08/2004
China urges Kenya to find solution to disasters 
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - China on Monday offered to help Kenya develop water conservation facilities to enable the country harvest and store rain water for use during the dry spells. Chinese ambassador to Kenya Guo Chongli said the development of such water storage facilities would enable the government to deal with recurrent droughts. Speaking after he had donated 60,000 kg of maize worth 1.6 million Shillings ($20,000), Chongli urged Nairobi to put more emphasis on long-term measures to forestall drought instead of merely waiting to distribute relief when it occurs. "Kenya has well distributed rivers and lakes with predictable weather patterns. This should enable the government to map out deliberate policies to prevent draughts," Chongli told the minister for special programmes, Njenga Karume, who received the donation Starvation, threaten 2.5 million Kenyans this year.  The government estimates that 18 million bags of maize will be required to feed them until the onset of the short rains in October. Some 500,000 school children also require food aid under the school feeding programme.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng053079&dte=16/08/2004
Pollution causes Algeria annual losses of 3.5 billion dollars

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Algeria losses on average 3.5 billion dollars as a result of pollution, Sustainable Development and Environment minister Chérif Rahmani conceded here Monday. "This is equivalent to 7 percent of GDP," Rahmani told the 'Al- Djazair News' daily, saying "our aim is to keep the losses from pollution at not more than 1.5 billion dollars per year." He recalled that 50 centers for burying waste have been set up countrywide, noting further that in the last three years, 12 laws have made it possible to "clarify the roles of different parties responsible for environmental protection." An ecological taxation system is also envisaged for early 2005 to compel "polluters" to pay a tax for the recycling wastewater and reduction of pollution generated by some factories.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng053129&dte=16/08/2004
The Green Scene - Environment Minister Will Investigate Toll Road Concerns

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Objectors to the proposed R300 Ring Road toll road have held a fruitful meeting with provincial Environment Minister Tasneem Essop to explain their concerns. Representatives of the Ring Road Forum met Essop on Thursday and drew her attention to their major objection: that part of the controversial road is planned to be built through the southern Peninsula areas of Zeekoevlei, Rondevlei and Zandvlei. Much of this area falls within the city's proposed False Bay Ecology Park. Essop's Environmental Affairs and Development Planning Department has just received a copy of the environmental impact assessment report of the road project and has until September 15 to comment to the national department which must approve the environmental aspects Forum representative Gavin Lawson reported they had made clear to Essop that they were opposed to the southern sector of the proposed road and not to toll roads in general. France's first wolf cull since the 1930s was halted last week after a court ruled that a government order authorizing the action - which sheep farmers claim is necessary to protect their flocks - was invalid. The wolf was exterminated in France before World War 2 but was reintroduced in 1992 in the Mercantour national park on the border with Italy and its population has since increased by 20% a year.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200408161108.html
Govt Empowers Women With Environmental Skills

BuaNews (Pretoria): Women from Driftsands, Delft and surrounding communities yesterday (Saturday) gathered at the Driftsands Environmental Education Centre to learn necessary skills that they can put in use to maintain their surroundings. The centre is situated at the Driftsands Nature Reserve near Delft. The workshop forms part of the Women's Month programme and is aimed at empowering women with skills that they can not only use in their day-to-day lives but also to create their own small businesses. The event was organized by the provincial Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, Western Cape Nature Conservation and National Botanical Institute. Speaking at the event, MEC for Environmental Affairs and Development Planning Tasneem Essop encouraged women to take part in environmental issues. "There was a notion that environmental issues belong to the domain of the privileged few.”Now is the time for previously marginalized women to become involved in those brown and green environmental issues," she said. MEC Essop reminded women that they had a pivotal role to play in creating a sustainable home for all. Among others, women leant how to grow indigenous water wise gardens, different types of plants, how those plants could impact in their daily lives as well as how to make arts and crafts from recycled materials.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408160737.html
GSM: Chintos Boss Challenges Phone Card Manufacturers On Environmental Issue
Vanguard (Lagos): AS the January 1, 2005 deadline set by the Federal Government for phone cards to be manufactured in Nigeria gradually ticks away, a telecom expert, Mr. Sylvester Okonkwo, has raised an alarm that except close attention is paid to the disposability, the used cards will eventually degrade our environment. But Okonkwo also hailed the decision by government to produce cards locally as highly commendable because it will reduce the exportation of our meagre resources. This policy shift by government to ensure that re-charge cards are produced in the country was also hailed by ATCON, the umbrella body of telecom companies in Nigeria as capable of having very positive effects on the sector provided that the Soludo solution which stipulates N25 billion capital base for banks, is allowed to work. Speaking at an NCC workshop for journalists over the weekend, Okonkwo who is the boss of Chintos Communications observed that as the disposed plastic bags of pure water have become a threat to our environment, the disposed cards could even be worse, the reason being that most of the cards are made with very hard substance that can resist any condition for generations. For this reason, he counseled that "efforts must be made as the use of cards increases to think of the environment. All plastic manufacturers must ensure therefore that cards are easily disposable." According to him, "Cards are purely a collection mechanism for their services. But the beauty is the efficiency in the use of revenue collection."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200408161246.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 17 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Killer in the flash
The Malaysia Star, Malaysia, 17 August 2004 - INDONESIAN environmental watchdog Walhi has filed a suit against the Indonesian Government for failing to protect a Sumatran forest, the destruction of which is said to have caused flash floods which killed some 200 people last November.  
…Green investment  
THE United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will work with major institutional investors to develop a set of global principles for responsible investment by September 2005. The new principles will feature guidelines for investing in ways that protect the planet and meet social responsibilities.   
UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer says it will benefit institutional investors to incorporate environmental, social, and governance concerns into their decision-making. 
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/8/17/features/8504186&sec=features 

A workshop on Customs policies and procedures in identifying ozone depletion substances, has begun in Male’.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives, 16 August 2004 - A workshop on Customs policies and procedures in identifying ozone depletion substances, has begun in Male’ today. “Training the Trainers Workshop for Customs Officers on Import, Monitoring and Control of Ozone Depleting Substances” was inaugurated this morning by the Deputy Minister of Tourism, Mohamed Saeed.
The workshop which is aimed at customs officers, is jointly conducted by the Environment Research Centre and the United Nations Environment Programme under the Refrigerant Management Plan.
Participants will learn about the utilization of equipment and machinery in the identification of ozone depleting substances. The workshop will be held until Wednesday. The workshop sessions will be conducted by an expert from UNEP, two experienced personnel from the Indian National Academy of Customs, Excise and Narcotics and local experts in the field.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=3460 

Children rally behind marine issues for World Environment Day

Environment Thailand, No. 16, July-August 2004 – 10 year old Hong Kong student Miss Lau, Hei Tung is the winner of this year’s UNEP regional art and writing competition on the World Environment Day theme of Wanted! Seas and Oceans-Dead or Alive?…..

Second Meeting of Signatory States to IOSEA Marine Turtle MoU

Environment Thailand, No. 16, July-August 2004 – The Second Meeting of Signatory States  to the Indian Ocean and South East Asian Marine Turtle Memorandum of Understanding was held in march.

Officials and experts from 25 countries supported a proposal to develop a network of sites of importance for marine turtles, to promote greater awareness and recognition by government decision-makers in ensuring their long-term integrity…..

EU funded project helps transfer sustainable Consumption from Europe to Asia

Environment Thailand, No. 16, July-August 2004 – A new UNEP project was launched in February to help making growing middle class consumerism in Asia more in tune with the environment.

The Sustainable Consumption Asia or ‘SC.Asia’ project aims to transfer knowledge and experience of consumption issues from European to Asian countries. It is co-funded by the European Union and the Asia Pro Eco Programme-an initiative of the European Commission in the field of environment….

IUCN planning its world congress in Thailand in November

Environment Thailand, No. 16, July-August 2004 – One of UNEP’s key partners in the region, IUCN-The World Conservation Union will host its World Conservation Congress from November 17-25 in Bangkok. The  theme of the congress is “People and Nature – only one world” and aims to address the question of how our planet can meet the needs of growing populations and expanding markets without sacrificing nature…..

UNEP busy on ozone-depleting substance phase out

Environment Thailand, No. 16, July-August 2004 – A new alliance to tackle the illegal trade in ozone-depleting substances (ODS) was an outcome of a UNEP initiated meeting of governments, international agencies, chemical producers and NGOs in Thailand in March. Participants representing countries which produce 85 per cent of total global CFC stocks agreed on the need for greater cooperation and transparency in information sharing and intelligence about trade in ODS….

Meanwhile representatives from 22 countries in the Asia-Pacific region met with UNEP’s regional Compliance Assistance Programme team in April with the Taj Mahal as backdrop, a World Heritage monument suffering degradation from air pollution….

UNEP and ADB launch Environmental Atlas of the Greater Mekong Subregion

Environment Thailand, No. 16, July-August 2004 – The Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Atlas of the Environment, published in April by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and UNEP shows how both careful stewardship of the environment and regional cooperation are crucial for meeting development goals…
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Burundi
I want to start by reading into the record the statement that we issued yesterday regarding this terrible massacre in Burundi.

“The Secretary-General is shocked and outraged by the massacre in the Gatumba refugee camp during the night of 13 August in Burundi, where more than 160 innocent civilians, mostly women and children, were brutally murdered, and over 100 others injured.

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns this massacre and stresses that it must be promptly investigated, so that those responsible are identified, apprehended and brought to justice.

“The Secretary-General urges the Transitional Governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi, as well as the Government of Rwanda to exercise restraint and to take the steps necessary to prevent a further deterioration of the situation in the region.

“He calls on the Governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda to urgently establish a joint verification mechanism, with the participation of Uganda and Burundi, which will assist in curbing the actions of armed groups operating in the border areas.

“The Secretary-General offers all support to these Governments to help them restore peace and stability and to put an end to the tensions that have caused so much suffering to innocent people in the region.

“The Secretary-General extends his deepest sympathy and condolences to the families of the victims of this terrible tragedy.”

**Security Council and Burundi
After meeting in an emergency session on Sunday evening on Burundi, the Security Council adopted a presidential statement condemning the massacre “with the utmost firmness”, it said.

The Council called for the Special Representatives of the Secretary-General in Burundi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo to establish the facts and report to them as quickly as possible.  It also called on the authorities of Burundi and the DRC to cooperate actively, so that the perpetrators and those responsible for the crimes may be brought to justice without delay.

In this regard, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva confirmed that human rights observers from the UN Mission in the DRC left for Burundi this morning to assist their UN colleagues in Burundi in the investigation into the Gatumba massacre.

**Humanitarian Reaction
Turning to the humanitarian reaction to this massacre, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that approximately 108 injured people are being treated in Burundi’s capital, Bujumbura.  So far, all corpses have been identified and placed in body bags, with a mass burial planned for today in Gatumba.  UN agencies are providing trauma counselling, as well as basic food and living supplies.

In addition, the head of UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers, has called the incident “an appalling massacre of innocent civilians”.  UNHCR has been told by Burundian authorities that a secure camp can be set up in the interior for these refugees.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Sudan
In Khartoum yesterday, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sudan, Jan Pronk, welcomed the steps being taken by the Government to implement the Darfur Plan of Action, including the Government’s final choice of the areas to be made secure by the end of August.

However, he said the crucial phase will be when it can be demonstrated that “these actions have born fruit on the ground, when substantial and verifiable improvement of the security situation of the selected areas is achieved”.

Pronk also stated that he was concerned at the lack of progress registered so far on the ground and at the fact that the Janjaweed militia was still active and continued to be a threat.  He said that members of the Joint Implementation Mechanism would visit the areas designated as secure during the last week of August to assess the progress achieved by the Government.  We have a press release on that in my office.

This morning, Pronk met with the Sudanese Vice-President Ali Osman Taha.  They discussed the status of the peace talks between the Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement and the situation in Darfur, particularly the actions undertaken by the Government to meet its commitments under the Darfur Plan of Action.

In yesterday’s press release, Pronk also expressed concern over the recent killing of an internally displaced person (IDP) who was employed by CARE International, and over the fact that humanitarian workers had been denied access to Kalma camp in South Darfur for three days.  He said this would have serious consequences on the IDPs’ needs for relief and assistance, particularly severely malnourished children who require daily assistance in therapeutic feeding centres inside the camp.

In an update received from Mr. Pronk’s office this morning, we were told that the authorities reopened the Kalma camp to humanitarian workers today.  In addition, it is reported that an IDP staff member of CARE International who was detained by the Sudanese authorities was released on Saturday.

Also from Sudan, we have reports that the UN mission led by the Secretary-General’s Military Adviser, General Patrick Cammaert, which was dispatched at the request of the Security Council, returned to Khartoum last night from Darfur.  The team will proceed to Addis Ababa to brief the African Union Ceasefire Commission on its assessment of the assistance and support needs for the deployment of the envisaged AU observer mission in Darfur.

**Iraq Conference
As you know by now, the National Conference in Iraq got under way yesterday in Baghdad.  In addressing the more than 1,000 delegates, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, said the conference was a milestone on the path towards a goal shared by all Iraqis -- a stable, pluralistic and inclusive democracy.

Turning to the events in Najaf, and other places, Qazi said that instability and strife cannot be dealt with by security measures alone.  A solution, he told the gathering, requires building political consensus and the promotion of the rule of law.  He called on delegates to show tolerance for diversity and difference of opinions.  He stressed that there must be readiness to compromise for the common interest of the country.  While he attended the conference, Qazi was able to hold a number of meetings with various delegates.

We have the full text of his remarks, upstairs.

**Afghanistan
Although voter registration officially closed in Afghanistan yesterday, the Joint Electoral Management body decided to extend the registration process until the 20th of August in parts of the south-east of the country and all five southern provinces.

As of the 14th of August, close to 10 million Afghans have been signed up to voting rolls.  Of those, 48 per cent are women.

[In a correction announced just after the briefing, the Spokesman’s Office said that the number of women registered in the Afghan elections was 41.8 per cent of total registration, and not 48 per cent.]

Meanwhile, technical preparations for the elections continue.  The first of many shipments of polling material, which includes ballot boxes and security seals, arrived yesterday in Kabul.

For more information, please read the briefing notes from the UN in Kabul, which we have in my office.

**Kosovo
From Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen arrived yesterday to take up the leadership of the UN Mission there in his new role as Special Representative of the Secretary-General.  He spoke with the press on his arrival, and said that he accepted the job because he strongly believes that Kosovo is the last piece in the puzzle taking the western Balkans from the conflicts of the ‘90s towards normalization, stabilization and European integration.

He emphasized that he plans to work hard with his colleagues at the UN Mission, with the provisional authorities and with all concerned to take Kosovo forward towards the future that the people of Kosovo so richly deserve and need.

We have more on that upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire Radio Launch
In Côte d’Ivoire, the UN Mission’s radio station, ONUCI FM, was launched today.  The radio station is broadcasting on an FM frequency, which covers greater Abidjan, and it’s hoped that it’ll be heard all over the country.

At the launch today, the station’s chief said the station is a partner in the peace process; its first and foremost aim is to provide a platform for open and honest dialogue, and every opinion is welcome on its airwaves as long as they avoid insults and other kinds of acrimonious exchanges.

**UNAIDS Statement
In a statement issued today, UNAIDS says it’s deeply concerned about the recent detention and reported mistreatment of 39 members of the Blue Diamond Society, a Nepalese AIDS non-governmental organization (NGO) working with sexual minorities.  The Nepalese police arrested these people on the 9th of August, and they are still being held today.  UNAIDS has conveyed its concern over these events to the Government of Nepal.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Correction
Finally, we made a slight error on Thursday, so for the record, last week when we referred to a press conference by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Guatemala, Tom Koenigs, regarding the establishment of a local office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, our report implied that such an office had already been established.  In fact, we stand corrected –- there are plans to establish such an office, and Mr. Koenigs believes this would be a unique opportunity for Guatemala, but the office has not yet opened.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, the Iranian news agency reported that the Iranian Foreign Minister, Mr. Kharrazi, spoke to the Secretary-General and called for UN intervention to stop bloodshed in Iraq.  I wonder whether you have any comment on that.

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, it turns out, was on the phone most of the weekend, mostly concerning Iraq, but also Sudan and Côte d’Ivoire.  But, I can confirm that he spoke to Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi and that the Foreign Minister did ask the Secretary-General to do whatever he could to defuse the situation, particularly in Najaf.

The Secretary-General’s position on that is that he is prepared to play a facilitating role if it can help, and if all sides agree to it.  And that position was repeated by his Special Representative, Mr. Qazi, in Baghdad in a BBC interview this morning, in which Mr. Qazi added “we do not wish to impose ourselves”.  So, I think that’s about all I have to say on that phone call.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, back to Burundi, you talked about a secure camp for refugees.  Could you give us some more details about what the UN is doing on the ground to make it safer for the refugees?

Spokesman:  There’s a limit to what we can do.  We depend on the Government to provide security in these camps.  UNHCR has, for some time, been pressuring the Burundian Government to allow for a camp further away from the unstable border area to be set up so that these people who are currently very vulnerable can be more secure.  So, it was announced yesterday -- I’m not sure when the word came in, but you can look at the UNHCR press release -– that Burundi has agreed to give us a site for a camp further away from the border area.

In the meantime, the massacre has taken place; there’s no way to bring back the lives of those who were killed, but as I mentioned to you, we have a human rights team going in from the Congo to work with the human rights team already in Burundi to investigate, and the Council has asked us to investigate.  So, I’m sure there’ll be other UN elements besides the human rights experts that will be looking into this to report back to the Council.

Question:  Has anything changed operationally with the mission on the ground since this massacre?

Spokesman:  In what sense?

Question:  Have there been any guidelines about protecting civilians, has there been any communication between here and Burundi about the mandate and enforcing the mandate?

Spokesman:  I’m not sure that the guidelines need to be strengthened.  The Government needs to be more vigilant.  But, the underlying problem is political, and unless we can sort out the problem in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, the larger situation of security throughout the region, including in Burundi, is not going to be resolved.

Question:  There have been reports that FNL claimed responsibility, but there’ve been reports on the ground that it was largely outside actors.  Have any UN personnel indicated who might be responsible?

Spokesman:  No, I don’t think I’d like to comment until the investigation has been completed.

Question:  Just a follow-up on Burundi on the “has anything changed operationally” question.  What is it that the United Nations Operation in Burundi (ONUB) can do, or there are peacekeeping personnel -- are there people that can be deployed or are being deployed?  Is there a change in that sense?

Spokesman:  I would have to check with the Mission headquarters to see what they might be doing differently, but we don’t have enough personnel in the country to assume responsibility for all the camps.  So, we must rely on the Government, and we do rely on the Government, as the primary provider of security.  Edie?

Question:  Fred, how long had the UN been asking the Burundi Government to move the camp from the border?

Spokesman:  I don’t have that detail.  I suggest you ask UNHCR and maybe even take a look at the press release they issued this morning in case they get more specific in that press release.  [The press release says the UNHCR has been negotiating with the Burundi authorities since the Congolese began arriving in June.]

Question:  Was that the only agency that’s been sort of warning –- we don’t know yet for how long -– warning that something like this is possible, that these camps are vulnerable?

Spokesman:  We probably, I advise you to look into the reports of the Secretary-General to see if this issue was raised in those reports.  Serge?

Question:  Do we have a UN policy on refugee camps?

Spokesman:  What kind of a policy do you mean?  Security?

Question:  It’s been said to me that the problem that we’re having now is because we don’t have a policy.

Spokesman:  We didn’t have sufficient security in this case and, as I already mentioned, there are deep political underlying reasons for the insecurity in the region.  I don’t think it’s a matter of “no policy”.  I think that over the many years that UNHCR has been in existence and refugee law has evolved, I think the issues are clear, the policies are clear.  I don’t think that was at the heart of what went wrong this weekend at this camp in Burundi.

Question:  Is there any reaction or comments from Ambassador Brahimi on the National Conference in Baghdad so far, and where is he at the present time?

Spokesman:  He is in his office on the thirty-eighth floor.  He is an adviser to the Secretary-General.  He is no longer in the lead on Iraq now that Mr. Qazi has been appointed and has taken up residence in Baghdad.  So, I don’t think you’ll see Mr. Brahimi making public statements.  He’s talking quietly to the Secretary-General.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any comments on the situation in Venezuela?

Spokesman:  No, I think we’re still waiting to see what the electoral observers say.  We’ve been in touch with CarterCenter people and the Organization of American States, and we’re waiting for them to comment on their view regarding the conduct of the referendum.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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