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PANA

Paris proposes the replacement of UNEP by UNEO

Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - French ecology and sustainable development minister, Serge Lepeltier, Thursday proposed the creation of a UN agency known as UN Environment Organisation

(UNEO) to replace UNEP (UN Environment Programme).

"This proposal, made by President Jacques Chirac, is being looked into by a working group made up of some 30 countries," Lepeltier said during a press conference in Buenos Aires where the 10th UN Conference on Climate Change is currently underway.

According to Lepeltier, the headquarters of that new organisation, in charge of co-ordinating all international

activities concerning the environment will be in Nairobi, the current headquarters of UNEP.

"We have taken stock of governance in the area of environment and have singled out nine themes to work with in a more operational way. Our aim is to reach conclusions in February 2005 to be submitted to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, in September 2005, on the occasion of the review of the proposed reforms to be carried out at the UN," the French minister said.

France, by making this proposal, is driven by "a need to co-ordinate all the agreements relative to the environment, as indeed there is dissipation of efforts in this field".

"It is out of the question for us to call into question multilateral agreements, but we think that co-ordination is

necessary," Lepeltier said.

In reply to a question by PANA, a senior UNEP official does not reject the idea of the creation of a new agency, saying this is meant to make the management of environmental problems more efficient.

But he observed that Paris should, first of all, take into consideration the opinion of UN member countries on the proposal.

Citing the grievances of African countries which blame industrialised countries for having laid much emphasis on the mitigation of climate changes to the detriment of the financing of adaptation mechanisms, Lepeltier said Paris believes that both goals (mitigation and adaptation) "go hand-in-hand and do not

contradict each other".
_____________________________________________________________________________________

PANA

UNEP laments costs from natural calamities this year

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The year 2004 was about the most expensive year for the insurance industry world-wide as a result of hurricanes, typhoons and other weather related natural disasters, according to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

Figures released Wednesday at the International Climate Change Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina show that for the first 10 months of this year natural disasters cost the insurance industry just over $35 billion, up from $16 billion in 2003.

At over $26 billion, the US suffered the highest insured losses according to the preliminary data from Munich Re, one of the world's biggest re-insurance companies.

UNEP said global insured losses are likely to be even higher when the months of November and December are brought into the equation.

Economic losses, the majority of which were not insured, will also have cost the planet and its people dear.

Preliminary figures for the months January to October estimate

that these losses were also among the highest on record totalling, so far, about $90 billion, up from over $65 billion in 2003.

UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer decried the high costs to the insurance industry, occasioned by natural calamities.

"Climate scientists anticipate an increase and intensity of extreme weather events and this is what the insurance industry is experiencing resulting in year on year losses," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer.

He further noted that in many developing countries, the impact of high winds and torrential rains are aggravated by several factors notably the clearing of forests that makes hilly slopes more vulnerable to land slips and slides.

"Reducing vulnerability and helping poorer nations cope with the ravages of climate change is vital. Some experts estimate that for every one dollar invested in disaster preparedness, you will save six dollars in reconstruction costs," Toepfer said.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire 

December 15, 2004

HEADLINE: ARGENTINA DENOUNCES NEGLIGENCE OF CLIMATIC CHANGES

BODY:

Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - Argentinean President, Nestor Kirschner on Wednesday denounced developed countries of dragging their feet when it comes to financing adaptation mechanisms to climatic changes, while they are the world's leading polluters.

Opening a ministerial session of the two-week United Conference on Climatic Changes in Buenos Aires, which ends Friday, Kirschner cautioned that if no serious remedial measures are taken, climatic changes will get worse "to the detriment of developing countries, which did not contribute much towards this phenomenon."

"It is imperative to listen to listen to the demands of developing countries since the problems arising from climatic change are global in nature," Kirscher stated, adding that there was no plausible reasons why developed nations fail to respect their commitments, while the developing world continues to suffer from a problem they did not create."

Earlier, in a message read on his behalf by Klaus Toepfer, the UNEP executive secretary, UN secretary general Kofi Annan urged the international community not to let the consequences of climatic changes undermine efforts being made everywhere to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Annan also appealed to signatory parties of the Kyoto Protocol to do everything to apply that convention's mechanisms to pave the way for the reduction of greenhouse gases in the world.

"The world, must also look beyond the Kyoto Protocol, whose obligations of reducing greenhouse gases only end in 2012," he told the ministerial session.

He encouraged the wider utilisation of renewable energy in developed as well as developing nations.

According to Annan, closer collaboration in the financial sector would enable the achievement of the objectives lesser greenhouse gas emitting industries and the wider utilisation of renewable energy.

"It will be impossible to adapt to the negative consequences of these gases without adequately mitigating greenhouse gases," the UN secretary general said.

Meanwhile, the executive secretary of the UN Convention Framework on Climatic Changes, Joke Waller-Hunter, observed ten years after its coming into force, it has been possible to verify the disruption predicted by the Inter-governmental Group on Climatic Changes (IGCC), such as droughts, floods, hurricanes and melting glaciers and others.

The financing mechanism of the UN Framework Convention on Climatic Changes has disbursed some US $ 1.6billion to fund projects for adaptation to climatic changes, in addition to $ 7.4billion spent in co-financing during the past decade, she said.

Turning to the ministers, Waller Hunter said that the 10th conference on climatic changes could go a long way to enhance the consensus concerning the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) in favour of poor countries.

The ministerial conference will focus on the post-Kyoto Convention, which spells out obligations for reducing Greenhouse gas emissions between now and 2012 only.

The Kyoto Protocol requires industrialised countries to reduce carbon-dioxide and other global warming causing substances between now and 2012.

European delegates are seeking to harden the reduction obligations after 2012 and to convince the US, which has not ratified Kyoto Protocol but signed the UN Framework Convention on Climatic Changes, to join the ranks.

But the US, which has the habit of coming to such meetings with alternative proposals on ways to slash greenhouse gases, is represented by a high-powered delegation.

Delegates to the 10th and last conference of parties before the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol in February 2005, are also discussing a lot about the role of developing countries in reducing greenhouse gases.

Previous gatherings had only made an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions but never made reduction targets for developing countries.
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ENS

Urgency Mounts at UN Climate Negotiations 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, December 16, 2004 (ENS) - Argentine President Nestor Carlos Kirchner opened the high level segment of the United Nations climate change conference Wednesday by urging the industrialized countries to acknowledge that their development has been achieved by using global communal property without cost. Now the entire world is experiencing global warming, which is linked to the emission of greenhouse gases from the burning of coal, oil and gas. 

The developing countries must pay their debts to "implacable creditors," said Kirchner whose economy is just recovering from a severe crisis, "but the evolved and powerful societies avoid the basic commitment to the preservation of the life embodied in this Convention and the Kyoto Protocol." 
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President Nestor Carlos Kirchner of Argentina urged the industrialized countries to do more to reverse climate change. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB))

"We who are loaded with debts of incredible weight in financial matters are simultaneously the greater environmental creditors of the planet," he said, stressing that rich countries are failing to meet commitments on climate change and pay off their “environmental debt.” 

"Argentineans value the right to the life as the supreme good," Kirchner said, and for that reason, "we cannot accept that whole societies are condemned to disappear only because in another place of the world the necessary political will is not applied to avoid it." 

Sea level rise predicted to result from the melting of the polar ice caps is expected to inundate low-lying countries and cities, and has already forced the leaders of the island nations of Tuvalu and the Maldives to seek other places to evacuate their people, to date without success. 

The lives of the indigenous people of the Arctic, the Inuit, are already being destroyed by the warming climate, the elected chairperson of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), told conference participants Wednesday. The ICC represents the Inuit people from Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and Russia. 

Sheila Watt-Cloutier said the ICC has decided to petition the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, seeking a declaration that the emissions of greenhouse gases are a violation of Inuit human rights. 

She said warming in the Arctic is predicted to increase at twice the global average rate, and indicated that the threshold of dangerous anthropogenic interference defined in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Article 2 has already been reached in the Arctic. 
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Sheila Watt-Cloutier of Canada chairs the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. (Photo courtesy ENB)

Watt-Cloutier told the delegates that permafrost melting, erosion, infrastructure damage, longer ice-free seasons, new species, and deteriorating animal health are all occurring today in the Arctic due to greenhouse gas emissions. She said accidents are increasing as melting glaciers make sea ice unpredictable. 

These changes result in destructive social behavior in Inuit communities, she said, stressing the urgent need for action, and asking industrialized countries to exceed their Kyoto Protocol commitments to limit their greenhouse gas emissions. 

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), on the panel with Watt-Cloutier, praised the Inuit leader for having, "ably articulated the concerns of your people in the face of the devastating effects of climate change and its relentless assault on Inuit traditional life." 

Attorneys from Earthjustice and the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) are working with the Inuit to file the petition. Donald Goldberg, a senior attorney from CIEL who moderated the panel said, "Climate change is a human rights concern on an unprecedented scale. It poses an immediate danger for Inuit and other Arctic inhabitants, but millions of people in mountain areas, low-lying island and coastal regions, and other vulnerable parts of the world will soon face similar threats." 

"Protecting human rights is the most fundamental responsibility of governments," said Martin Wagner, International Program managing attorney for Earthjustice. "Climate change is threatening the health, culture, and livelihoods of the Inuit. It is the responsibility of the United States, as the largest source of greenhouse gases, to take immediate action to protect the rights of the Inuit and others around the world." 
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Polar bears and gulls enjoy a whale feast on an Arctic beach. This ecosystem is at risk from global warming. (Photo courtesy Ian Macrea)

In March, Watt-Cloutier presented the Inuit case to the United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation by explaining, “Inuit are facing the beginning of a possible end of a way of life that has allowed us to thrive for millennia because of the climate changes caused by global warming. It is predicted that in some 50 years polar bears, walrus and some species of seals will be pushed to extinction," she said. "What will be left of our culture if this comes to pass?” 

The United States, with five percent of the world's population, contributes 25 percent of the world's greenhouse gases, the Inuit leader pointed out. The administration of President George W. Bush "has consistently ignored the international scientific consensus that links rapid climate change to man-made greenhouse gas emissions and refused to take concerted action," she said. 

“It is our hope that the White House will listen to its own scientists and to the international community," Watt-Cloutier said. "We need strong measures now to dramatically curb greenhouse gas emissions. Without such immediate action, not only are Inuit in peril but the entire planet is at risk.” 

But the United States has balked at commitments to make targeted cuts in its emissions of greenhouse gases, and will not consider ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, an amendment to the UNFCCC. 

Instead, the official science advisor to President George W. Bush said in Washington Wednesday that that United States will introduce new technologies, improve scientific tools, and "enlist the cooperation of other nations" to address climate change. 

Dr. John H. Marburger, III said in a "vision" statement that, "U.S. climate-oriented technology initiatives are ambitious on a scale commensurate with the challenges: development of hydrogen technologies that can enable more efficient and carbon-free means of transportation and other applications; new kinds of power plants - "FutureGen" plants - that generate power from hydrocarbons, but release no carbon to the atmosphere; and renewed commitment to research on carbon-free forms of power generation such as nuclear fusion that can be scaled to an economically significant size." 

"The vision here is to forge new energy technologies that all nations can use to meet their goals of limiting greenhouse gas emissions, without compromising the sustained improvements in living standards to which all nations aspire," Marburger said. 

These technologies are in development, but hydrogen fuel cell cars are generally thought to be at least 15 years from the market, while the $1 billion, 10 year FutureGen clean coal demonstration project has not been fully funded. The United States is participating with five other governments in the nuclear fusion ITER multi-billion dollar project, which has yet to establish a location. 

Meanwhile, 2004 is set to go down in the history books as the most expensive year for the insurance industry worldwide as a result of hurricanes, typhoons and other climate related natural disasters. 

The United States, at over $26 billion, suffered the highest insured losses of any nation, according to preliminary figures compiled by Munich Re, one of the world's biggest re-insurance companies. Munich Re, a member of the UNEP Finance Initiative, released the figures Wednesday at the climate change conference. 
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A destroyed mobile home in Mindendorf, South Carolina is one result of tornado damage from Hurricane Frances. September 6, 2004. (Photo by Marvin Nauman courtesy FEMA)

For the first 10 months of this year natural disasters cost the insurance industry just over $35 billion, up from $16 billion in 2003, the Munich Re figures show. 

Economic losses, the majority of which were not insured, also have cost the planet and its people dearly. Preliminary figures for the months January to October estimate that these losses were also among the highest on record, totalling about $90 billion - up from over $65 billion in 2003. 

Hardest hit have been many small, developing countries such as the islands of Grenada and Grand Cayman in the Caribbean. Hurricane Ivan, which struck Grenada in September, killed 28 people and is estimated to cost $1 billion in damaged homes, buildings and agricultural losses. 

The insurance industry is worried that new, climate related risks may be emerging. Hurricane Catarina, which hit Brazil earlier this year, developed in the southern Atlantic where sea surface temperatures are normally too low to trigger tropical cyclones. 
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Klaus Toepfer is executive director of the UN Environment Programme. (Photo courtesy ENB)

"Climate change is already happening, with rapid melting of the Arctic and glaciers worldwide," said Toepfer at the launch of the Munich Re report. "Climate scientists anticipate an increase and intensity of extreme weather events and this is what the insurance industry is experiencing, resulting in year-on-year losses." 

Thomas Loster, a senior executive and climate expert with Munich Re, said, "As in 2002 and 2003, the overall balance of natural catastrophes is again clearly dominated by weather-related disasters - many of them exceptional and extreme. Indeed 98 percent of all losses for 2004 and about 100 percent of insured losses were weather driven. We need to stop this dangerous experiment human-kind is conducting on the Earth's atmosphere." 

"I would urge delegates and governments here in Buenos Aires to make a strong commitment to a post-Kyoto agenda, otherwise the industry's appetite to finance and insure projects under the instruments of the Kyoto Protocol, such as the Clean Development Mechanism, will be blunted," said Loster. 

The Clean Development Mechanism allows industrialized countries that must meet legally binding greenhouse gas emissions targets to meet them by establishing climate friendly projects in developing countries without targets. 

The full report by Munich Re will be published in early 2005; see: www.munichre.com 

Today and tomorrow, the discussions among ministers from around the world and the heads of regional groups will focus on how to actually reduce the emission of the six greenhouse gases governed by the Kyoto Protocol. 

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Joke Waller-Hunter highlighted the achievements of the Convention since its entry into force in 1994, but she observed that despite the efforts of many countries, concentrations of the main greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, are rising at an increasing rate and climate change impacts are already evident. 

In his opening formal statement Wednesday, Jiang Liu, vice-minister of the State Development and Reform Commission, China, said the Conference of Parties provides the opportunity for a shift from negotiations and rulemaking to implementation and concrete action. 

Destitute nomads from Mali came to Christine Wells in northern Burkina Faso in search of pasture but found a wasteland. (Photo courtesy FAO)

He said sustainable development requires progress on both mitigation and adaptation, and innovative strategies for technology transfer. He stressed that negotiations should be guided by the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. 

A. Raja, Minister of Environment and Forests of India, expressed concern over growth in developed countries’ emissions and said greenhouse gas emissions in developing countries will increase if they are to achieve sustainable development and poverty eradication. 

Japanese Environment Minister Yuriko Koike said Japan is reviewing its climate change program. Japan is a Kyoto Protocol participant, and Koike stressed that additional policies and measures in the energy sector are required to meet Japan’s reduction targets, while maintaining economic growth. 

Emphasizing that climate change is the world’s most serious threat, The Netherlands Environment Minister Pieter van Geel, speaking on behalf of the European Union, called for limiting global temperature rise to two degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels. This would mean a much deeper cut in greenhouse gas emissions than required under the Kyoto Protocol, which the EU has ratified. 

Noting that postponing action will make adaptation more difficult, van Geel called on countries to start considering future commitments. 

Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs Paula Dobriansky is facing criticism of the Bush administration's climate policies. (Photo courtesy ENB)

Chief U.S. climate negotiator Paula Dobriansky, under secretary of state for global affairs, underscored her country’s commitment to the UNFCCC. 

Her job is to hold the line against the pressure for the United States to commit to greenhouse gas reductions, and she did so. At the same time, she again recounted the Bush administration's efforts to combat climate change, through multilateral scientific and technological initiatives. She stressed that economic growth and environmental protection should go hand-in-hand. 

Meanwhile, Italian Environment Minister Altero Matteoli told reporters here that if the United States and the largest developing countries cannot be brought into the Kyoto process by the end of the first commitment period in 2012, Italy would prefer to proceed with voluntary agreements. 

Matteoli said that instead of binding emissions targets, "we must proceed with voluntary accords, bilateral pacts and commercial partnerships."
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Greenwire

December 16, 2004 Thursday

HEADLINE: CLIMATE CHANGE: Experts say global warming contributed to record-breaking hurricane season

BODY:


Brian Stempeck, Greenwire senior reporter

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina -- Adjusted for inflation, 2004 was the costliest year ever for the insurance industry, business executives and United Nations officials said yesterday, as they pointed to global warming as a major driver behind stronger and more damaging hurricanes.

Damages caused by hurricanes and other weather events in 2004 totaled upwards of $90 billion, said Thomas Loster, a senior executive and climate expert with European insurance giant Munich Re. Of that total, the insurance industry paid out $35 billion to cover storm-related losses, accounting for the vast portion of insurance money distributed in the past year. 

"We see mounting evidence that the [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change] predictions are true," Loster said, noting the large number of climatic events previously were considered 100-year or 200-year events.

The global insurance industry has gone beyond the phase of questioning climate science and is now in "phase two," as insurers adjust their thinking to take climate change-related events into account, Loster said.

"It is unquestioned; climate change is happening now," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environment Programme. "It is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before."

Toepfer was quick to point out that the United Nations is not trying to blame all weather disasters on global warming. "We are not linking each and every hurricane to climate change, that's not our intention," Toepfer said.

But Loster pointed to a recent study appearing in the scientific journal Nature, which found that the strength of hurricanes has been increasing, with the number of category 3 hurricanes increasing threefold since 1850. "There is a link between a warmer climate and hurricane intensity," Loster said.

Loster's remarks square with the scientific community's beliefs about the relationship between climate change and storm intensity.

Michael Oppenheimer, a Princeton professor who studies climate change, has said that it is "a scientific consensus that as the Earth warms, hurricanes will get stronger" ( Greenwire , Oct. 27). And a recent study by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory showed peak hurricane intensities are likely to increase with warmer air and sea surface temperatures. The study did not find, however, any increase in hurricane frequency ( Greenwire , Oct. 25).

WMO says 2004 was 4th-hottest year on record

Also yesterday, the World Meteorological Organization announced that 2004 was the fourth-hottest year since scientists began keeping records in the mid-19th century.

According to meteorologists, the global surface temperature in 2004 was 0.44 degrees Celsius above the average temperature over the past thirty years.

"Significant positive annual regional temperature anomalies, notably across much of the land masses of central Asia, China, Alaska and western parts of the United States, as well as across major portions of the North Atlantic Ocean, contributed to the high global mean surface temperature ranking," said WMO in a statement.

According to WMO, 15 tropical storms developed during the Atlantic hurricane season, well above the average of 10 storms per season. "Since 1995, there has been a marked increase in the annual number of tropical storms in the Atlantic Basin," WMO found.

In the Arctic, sea ice has declined 8 percent in the last 25 years, WMO said.

Environmental groups said WMO's findings leave no room for skepticism regarding whether climate change is occurring. "Today's WMO announcement is further evidence reinforcing the scientific conclusion that global warming will lead to increased habitat loss, sea level rise and shifting weather patterns," said Dan Becker director of global warming at the Sierra Club.

Speaking at the 10th Session of the Conference of the Parties yesterday, WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud said the record of extreme weather events in 2004 has spurred further study. "The year 2004 has been exceptional in terms of tropical storm activity and this fact has enhanced research interest into the possible relation between climate change and extreme events," Jarraud said.
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This Day (Lagos)

Kyoto Protocol Will Help Developing Countries - Annan

December 16, 2004

Adeyeye Joseph

Buenos Aires, Argentinaa

As the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) holding in Buenos Aires enters its high-level segment, yesterday, the United Nations Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has expressed confidence that the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol would enhance sustainable development in developing countries through Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects.

In his message to the august assembly, which included the Argentine President, Nestor Kirchener, which was delivered by the Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Annan also said that the Protocol's innovative use of market-based mechanisms to control greenhouse gas emissions will write a new and exciting chapter in the history of environmental agreements.

"The Protocol, sets up a solid system of support for sustainable development in developing countries, for example through the Clean Development Mechanism,"he said.

Development experts and delegates participating at the conference have expressed hopes that the struggling economies of developing economies could be kick-started with the injection of funds, which developed countries are expected to commit to CDM projects in developing countries.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Common Dreams

Inuit Leader Sheila Watt-Cloutier Announces Intention to File a Human Right Claim Against the U.S. for its Dangerous Greenhouse Gas Emissions

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA -- December 16 -- Ms. Sheila Watt-Cloutier, elected chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), announced tonight that the ICC will soon petition the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, seeking a declaration that emissions of greenhouse gases that are destroying the Inuit way of life are a violation of human rights.

Ms. Watt-Cloutier made the announcement at a CIEL-sponsored event at the 10th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in Buenos Aires. Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), shared the panel with Ms. Watt-Cloutier. Mr. Toepfer praised Ms. Watt-Cloutier for having, "ably articulated the concerns of your people in the face of the devastating effects of climate change and its relentless assault on Inuit traditional life."

Attorneys from Earthjustice and CIEL are working with the Inuit Circumpolar Conference to file the petition. Donald Goldberg, a senior attorney from CIEL who moderated the panel said, "Climate change is a human rights concern on an unprecedented scale. It poses an immediate danger for Inuit and other Arctic inhabitants, but millions of people in mountain areas, low-lying island and coastal regions, and other vulnerable parts of the world will soon face similar threats."

"Protecting human rights is the most fundamental responsibility of governments," said Martin Wagner, International Program managing attorney for Earthjustice. "Climate change is threatening the health, culture, and livelihoods of the Inuit. It is the responsibility of the United States, as the largest source of greenhouse gases, to take immediate action to protect the rights of the Inuit and others around the world."

The Arctic is warming much more rapidly than previously known, at nearly twice the rate as the rest of the globe, according to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), a four-year scientific study conducted by an international team of 300 scientists under the direction of a high-level intergovernmental forum including the United States. Increasing greenhouse gases from human activities are projected to make the Arctic warmer still, according to this unprecedented report.

These changes will have major global impacts, such as contributing to global sea-level rise and intensifying global warming, according to the ACIA final report, which is available online at http://amap.no/acia/.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Cybercast News Service

Global Warming Is A Human Rights Violation, Activists Say
By Susan Jones
CNSNews.com Morning Editor
December 16, 2004

(CNSNews.com) - Environmental activists say greenhouse gas emissions are destroying the Inuit way of life and therefore must be considered a human rights violation.

Sheila Watt-Cloutier chairs the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), an international organization representing the 150,000 Inuit living in the Arctic regions of Alaska, Canada, Greenland and Russia. 

Speaking at the U.N. climate change conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Watt-Cloutier announced that the ICC will petition the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, seeking a human rights declaration against the United States.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, praised Watt-Cloutier for "ably" articulating the concerns of her people "in the face of the devastating effects of climate change and its relentless assault on Inuit traditional life."

Attorneys from Earthjustice and the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) said they are working with the Inuit Circumpolar Conference to file the petition. 

"Climate change is a human rights concern on an unprecedented scale," said Donald Goldberg, a senior attorney with CIEL. "It poses an immediate danger for Inuit and other Arctic inhabitants, but millions of people in mountain areas, low-lying island and coastal regions, and other vulnerable parts of the world will soon face similar threats."

Martin Wagner, an attorney with Earthjustice, said protecting human rights is the most fundamental responsibility of governments. 

"Climate change is threatening the health, culture, and livelihoods of the Inuit. It is the responsibility of the United States, as the largest source of greenhouse gases, to take immediate action to protect the rights of the Inuit and others around the world," Wagner added.

According to environmental activists who subscribe to the global warming theory, the Arctic is rapidly warming -- at nearly twice the rate as the rest of the globe, they say.

According to a four-year study called the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), increasing greenhouse gas emissions from human activities will make the Arctic even warmer. The resulting ice melt will have major global impacts, including a global rise in sea levels and intensified global warming, the ACIA report said.

But as CNSNews.com previously reported, some analysts question the data and the conclusions of the ACIA study.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

PR Presswire

The Fondation d'Entreprise Veolia Environnement Launches Patronage of Clean Up the World to Improve the Global Environment

Thursday December 16, 6:01 am ET

SYDNEY, Australia, Dec. 16 /PRNewswire/ -- The Fondation d'Entreprise Veolia Environnement (FEVE) and Clean Up the World (CUW) will today announce a patronage to improve the global state of the environment. The patronage will enable Clean Up the World to provide tools and information across the world so that people can take action to clean up their local environments.

The Foundation and Clean Up the World will also today announce The Clean Up the World's 2005 Campaign: "Green Cities, Green Communities." The focus of this campaign is to make the world a greener place. This ideal will spearhead the tools and information provided by CUW during 2005.

The Fondation d'Entreprise Veolia Environnement is a corporate foundation set up by Veolia Environnement (VE). It supports initiatives around the world which promote sustainable development. With an annual budget of 5 million euros, the Foundation has supported over 73 initiatives since its inception in June 2004.

Clean Up the World (CUW) is a unique community-based environmental campaign that informs, inspires, and empowers people in local communities to take practical action towards Sustainable Development. Since 1993, CUW in conjunction with United National Environment Programme, its primary partner, has inspired and empowered over 35 million people each year to clean up and conserve their environment. CUW's 2005 theme, "Green Cities, Green Communities" reflects UNEP's World Environment Day theme for 2005 -- "Green Cities -- Plan for the Planet."

Thousands of people across North America cleaned up beaches, lakes, parks and streets as part of the Clean Up the World campaign this year. Volunteers worked to remove rubbish inhabiting the 30,000kms of Newfoundland coast. In Arkansas the 'Queen of Clean' teaches school children about rubbish and recycling around Hot Springs and each year in Oregon, over 150 volunteers take part in Lake Billy Chinook Day, where volunteers focus on problems such as erosion, aquatic weeds, and dump sites surrounding the Lake.

Commenting on FEVE's patronage of CUW, UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said: "The success of organisations like CUW depends on the wholehearted involvement of the private sector. We applaud the work of FEVE. Through their enthusiastic support, Clean Up the World can continue to increase public participation and have a greater impact on the environment".

Ian Kiernan AO, Chairman and Founder of Clean Up the World said: "We welcome FEVE's patronage at a time when our environment is increasingly suffering the impact of pollution, waste and war. Our organisations share many common values and together we can show best practice in sustainable development at an industry, community and individual level."

Mr. Henri Proglio, Chairman of the Fondation d'Entreprise Veolia said, "The patronage with Clean Up the World is the largest ever provided by the Foundation to an international organisation. This is in recognition of their proven achievements and their exciting plans for the future."

The patronage is being launched by Mr. Henri Proglio, at an event in Sydney on Thursday 16 December.

Note to Editor

Since its inception in 1993, Clean Up the World has grown to become one of the largest community-based environmental campaigns in the world, inspiring more than 35 million people from over 110 countries each year to clean up, fix up and conserve.

    * Clean Up the World Weekend is held on the 3rd weekend in September every

      year. Activities range from cleaning up the world's coastlines, lakes,

      waterways, parks and cities to the implementation of ongoing

      environmental workshops, recycling programs and educational programs.

    * Clean Up the World operates in partnership with the United Nations

      Environment Programme (UNEP)

    * The Fondation d'Entreprise Veolia Environnement is a corporate

      foundation set up by Veolia Environnement (VE). The Foundation lends

      support to exemplary initiatives related to sustainable development.

      Since its inception in June 2004 it has supported 73 projects and

      provided euro 3.5 million to its partner organisations around the world.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

SeattlePost

Cuts in carbon dioxide emissions urged

By CHARLES J. HANLEY
AP SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

	 
	

	 
	Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Rajendra K Pachauri smiles at an interview during the 10th International Convention on Climate Change in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday Dec. 14, 2004.(AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko) 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina -- The world's chief climate scientist on Tuesday disputed the U.S. government contention that cutbacks in carbon dioxide emissions are not yet warranted to check global warming.

Experts readied a report, meanwhile, saying 2004 will be one of the warmest years on record.

"The science says you've got to reduce emissions," Rajendra K. Pachauri told The Associated Press in an interview midway through a two-week international climate conference.

The Kyoto Protocol, the international accord requiring cuts in carbon dioxide, "is driven by the need to reduce emissions, and on that there is no question," said Pachauri, chairman of a U.N.-sponsored network of climatologists.

Scientists largely blame the accumulation of carbon dioxide and other "greenhouse gases" in the atmosphere for the rising temperatures of the past century.

The 10 warmest years globally, since records were first kept in the 19th century, have all occurred since 1990, the top three since 1998. Specialists here this week will issue a report saying 2004 ranks as the fourth- or fifth-warmest year recorded.

Conference delegates from dozens of nations are fine-tuning the workings of the Kyoto pact, which takes effect Feb. 16. It sets targets for 30 industrial nations - excluding the nonparticipating United States and Australia - to reduce emissions of six greenhouse gases, most importantly carbon dioxide, a byproduct of coal, oil and gasoline use.

The United States is a member of the umbrella U.N. treaty on climate change, and it signed that treaty's Kyoto Protocol in 1997. But President Bush renounced the Kyoto agreement in 2001, saying emission reductions would hurt the U.S. economy.

	

	


Before leaving for the annual climate-treaty talks, U.S. negotiator Harlan Watson told reporters in Washington that the United States - the world's biggest emitter of carbon dioxide - would eventually stop the growth in its emissions "as the science justifies." After arriving here, he said the Kyoto Protocol's approach was "not based on science."

Asked about Watson's statements, Pachauri was emphatic.

"The science says you've got to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. The science says you've got to stabilize concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere," he said. "What may be subject to uncertainty and subject to debate is who is to reduce how much."

As chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Indian scientist oversees the work of hundreds of specialists who regularly assess the latest research on climate change and its likely effects.

In its last major report, in 2001, the panel projected that global temperatures in the 21st century would increase by 3 to 10 degrees, depending on many factors, including how quickly and deeply gas emissions were cut back.

Warming is predicted to cause greater extremes in temperature, and possibly dry out farmlands, stir up fiercer storms and raise ocean levels, among other impacts, the panel said. At the conference Tuesday, European scientists said even an additional 2 degrees might threaten South American water supplies and reduce Asian food yields.

One of the world's leading climate institutes, the British government's Hadley Center, issued a report at the conference Tuesday on work done to narrow the uncertainties, by running many dozens more model scenarios through its supercomputers.

It said temperatures would most likely rise by an additional 5 degrees by later this century if the carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere doubles from its pre-industrial levels - a probable scenario if emissions are not controlled.

Pachauri said the evidence of change is everywhere - in the doubling of extreme weather events recorded by the World Meteorological Organization, in the melting of glaciers worldwide, and in the one-degree global temperature rise of the past century.

"The evidence is so strong, the observations so strong, it's very difficult to close your eyes to it," he said. "I was born in the mountains in India. I've seen the kinds of changes that have taken place with snow cover, with the seasons, with the extent of warming, precipitation patterns, the impact on forests."

Delegations at the conference are searching for ways to bring the United States into the Kyoto process and acceptance of mandatory reductions in gases. Besides the economic argument, Bush complained that some poor but rapidly industrializing nations, such as China and India, were not obligated by Kyoto's short-term targets.

Pachauri said he was heartened by the actions of individual U.S. states, particularly in the U.S. Northeast, to impose carbon-dioxide reductions on power plants, for example.

"I think the next round of action will only come from an acceptance of the science," he said.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

CLIMATE CHANGE:
Who Will Pay the Price? 

Marcela Valente 


BUENOS AIRES, Dec 16 (IPS) - If the poor, developing countries are not responsible for climate change, then why should they have to pay the price for what the industrialised countries have done? 

This was the poignant question put forward on Thursday by Bangladeshi State Minister for the Environment Jafrul Islam Chowdhury, during the 10th session of the Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-10), currently underway in Buenos Aires. 

Chowdhury's country paid a steep price this year for the consequences of global warming and climate change, as devastating floods caused over 1,000 deaths and enormous material damages and losses. 

The Bangladeshi minister was speaking at a high-level panel discussion on the impacts of climate change, adaptation measures and sustainable development. 

In accordance with the U.N. climate change convention, mitigation and adaptation are the two main focuses for dealing with global warming: on the one hand, reducing emissions of ”greenhouse gases”, which trap heat in the earth's atmosphere, and on the other hand, helping developing countries to confront the impacts of climate change and lessen the damages. 

In the ten years since the convention entered into force, the primary emphasis has been placed on mitigation efforts. One of the main results is the Kyoto Protocol, which calls on the industrialised countries to curb greenhouse gas emissions. Ratified by 30 industrialised countries, the protocol will enter into force next February. 

Nevertheless, the delegates from the developing world came to Buenos Aires determined to make this conference of parties the ”adaptation COP”, as Enele Sopoaga from the Tuvalu delegation stressed at the opening. 

Their main goal is to push the industrialised countries to commit resources to help the developing nations deal with the climate change effects already being felt. 

Osvaldo Canziani, co-chairman of a working group established by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), has even suggested that governments begin to work on drafting a protocol that specifically addresses adaptation, since this is the key concern for the developing world. 

Roque Pedace of Friends of the Earth International, a federation of environmental organisations from around the world, told IPS that these are ”legitimate demands on the part of the developing countries, because they are the main victims of climate change.” 

The industrialised countries must understand that if they continue to release greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, the cost of adaptation will be increasingly higher, he added. 

According to statistics from the German-based reinsurance provider Munich Re, cited at the conference by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), natural disasters cost the international insurance industry more than 35 billion dollars in 2004, double the amount paid out in 2003. 

UNEP representatives pointed out that if the costs of uninsured damage were added, the total would be roughly 90 billion dollars. 

Nevertheless, progress has been slow in securing commitments to reduce the emissions that lead to global warming, and the industrialised nations refuse to recognise the urgency of adaptation measures, something that is reflected by the lack of sufficient contributions to the fund created to this purpose, Pedace said. 

The European Union delegation announced in Buenos Aries that it will increase its contribution to adaptation efforts from 100 million to 360 million dollars annually as of 2005. However, many believe that this amount is still insufficient. 

Pedace noted that the last flood to hit the eastern Argentine province of Santa Fe caused one billion dollars in damage. 

In the meantime, conservative estimates from the World Bank place the losses from the flooding in Bangladesh at 2.2 billion dollars. 

The Bangladeshi government had calculated that the total losses in crops, housing and other buildings, highways and bridges represented close to seven billion dollars, but the country received only 237 million dollars in aid from the Asian Development Bank. 

”We need more assistance for adaptation,” Chowdhury told the panel. He pointed out that Bangladesh uses natural gas as fuel, and has the lowest greenhouse gas emissions in the world, yet it is one of the nations most vulnerable to climate change. 

Other speakers at the panel discussion included the representatives of Tuvalu, a tiny Pacific island whose very existence is threatened by the rise in sea level, Hungary, Mexico, Britain, Senegal and Australia, the only industrialised country besides the United States that has not ratified the Kyoto Protocol. 

At a session held the previous day, Dutch State Secretary for the Environment Pieter van Geel noted that his country is also highly vulnerable, since 50 percent of its territory is below sea level, but he admitted that the Netherlands, unlike the developing countries, has the money to confront this vulnerability. (END/2004)
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Strategy

DNATA gets set for Clean up the World campaign

[Thursday, December 16, 2004 1:31:00 pm] 


Dnata staff members are gearing up for some beach action over the weekend – not swimming or sun-bathing, but doing their bit for the environment by cleaning up Jumeirah Beach, as part of the Clean Up the World campaign organised by the Dubai Municipality.

A keen supporter of environmental programmes, this is Dnata’s 10th year of participation in Clean Up the World. In previous campaigns, the company has actively mobilised volunteers from its staff members and their families, as well as from several schools in Dubai. This year, Dnata expects to rally over 600 volunteers to clean up Jumeirah Beach tomorrow.

Clean Up the World campaign is supported by the United Nations Environment Programme, and attracts participation from over 45 million people across 120 countries each year. In Dubai, the campaign will take place in different locations around the city over four days starting 14 December.

Members of the public are welcome to join the Dnata volunteers on Jumeirah beach (the open stretch directly across from Spinneys) tomorrow between 0900hrs and 1200hrs.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Global Network


Water World: The Business Case for Water Efficiency -- and the Risks of Ignoring It Green Business Letter

The world’s freshwater supply is at risk and the question is when and where, not whether, there will be major droughts or shortages that could have a major disruptive effect on business and society. By Joel Makower

The connections between the business world and the world’s water supply have gained increased attention lately, with a spate of new reports and news stories. Everyone from the United Nations to state and local governments are getting involved, and the conclusions for water-intensive companies -- and even less-intensive ones -- are implicit, if not explicit: The world’s freshwater supply is at risk and the question is when and where, not whether, there will be major droughts or shortages that could have a major disruptive effect on business and society.

The conversation reached a high-water mark in recent weeks with the publication of two major reports on the subject. One, titled “Risks of Water Scarcity: A Business Risk for Financial Institutions,” from the United Nations Environment Program Finance Initiative, focuses on the “potential risks associated with water scarcity” as “an emerging risk of strategic importance to businesses and their financial backers around the world.” It illuminates the need “to learn and expand on the issues that arise from dealing with water scarcity and highlight opportunities for the financial sector for contributing to sustainable development through active engagement in mitigating water related risks at different levels.”

The other report, “Freshwater Resources: Managing the Risks Facing the Private Sector,” from the Pacific Institute, a sustainable development think tank, targets corporations and institutional investors. It begins by acknowledging “a growing understanding of the complex interconnections between water and almost every other major issue of the day, including energy, climate, economic development, environmental health, and peace and security.”

In some cases, says the report, water-related problems will lead to decreases in water allotments, more stringent water- quality regulations, growing community activism, and increased public scrutiny of water- related corporate activities. These may impact site selection, license to operate, productivity, costs, revenues, and, ultimately, profits and corporate viability.

Concludes the Pacific Institute: “Water-related risks now pose a potential multibillion-dollar threat to a wide variety of businesses and investors.”

Meanwhile, as if to underscore these reports’ messages, the stream of water-related headlines has remained steady.

Three examples from just the past few weeks: “One Billion People Still Drink Unsafe Water,” reported UNICEF, the United Nation’s children’s fund, adding that diarrhea kills some 1.8 million people each year, most of them children under five. “Seas Only Hope for World Water Supply, Says Spain,” whose newly installed government unveiled a major program to fight its chronic freshwater shortages, including a new scheme in which water will be priced according to its intended use: farmers will pay the lowest charges, with industry paying a little more, and tourist facilities and golf courses paying the most. And, perhaps most ominously: “Texas Group Seeks $500 Million from Mexico over Water Shared in Rio Grande Valley,” in which a group of farmers is seeking reparations for crop loss and other damages the group claims were caused by Mexico’s failure to comply with a water-sharing treaty -- possibly the first U.S.-transnational water war -- fought, in this case, in the courts.

Supply or Demand?

From where will the solutions come to address these pressing challenges?

Some of it will come from continued infrastructure development, the roughly $90 billion spent annually around the world by governments, water utilities, and private companies. But, says George Carpenter, Director, Corporate Sustainable Development at Procter & Gamble, another $25 billion a year is needed to meet the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals, which, among other things, call for reducing by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water by 2015.

Help also will come from venture capitalists, which are beginning to see water filtration, desalination, and delivery mechanisms as areas ripe for innovation and investment. But those investments are relatively small -- for example, Aqua International Partners, a $232 million investment fund co-founded by former U.S. EPA head William Reilly -- and their payoffs can take a decade or more.

There may be action from regulators, who are coming to understand that water issues, while serious themselves, are tied to energy challenges. This was brought home recently in a report from the Natural Resources Defense Council, ”Energy Down the Drain,” which shows how water conservation “saves energy, cuts electricity bills, and reduces pollution from power plants.”

In the end, the solutions may come less from the supply side -- creating more fresh water -- than from the demand side: large water users making the difference in the form of increased conservation, reuse, or closed-loop processes that maximize scarce water resources.

Toward that end, companies should expect to find water issues rising to the level of awareness that energy conservation and efficiency has seen in recent years. The good news is that companies that already have implemented comprehensive energy efficiency and management systems will have a jump on those that haven’t. Addressing both energy and water involve extremely similar processes: conducting audits and establishing a current baseline; identifying cost-effective, low-hanging fruit for making efficiency improvements; generating organizational awareness of the issue through effective communication and training; getting top-level buy-in to tackle the bigger, longer-term, and more challenging issues, such as water-intensive manufacturing processes; engaging suppliers, activists, and other stakeholders; measuring and reporting; and on and on. You know the drill.

And along the way, some leadership companies will establish themselves with innovative technologies and practices, smart and effective partnerships, and new business models and opportunities.

Rising to the Top

In fact, some of those leaders already have emerged. On its Water Sustainability Tool Web site, the Global Environmental Management Initiative offers a score of case studies involving its member companies: How Abbott Laboratories helped upgrade Puerto Rico’s inadequate drinking water system; how DuPont developed a wetlands water recovery system to replace its use of deep-well injection in disposing of wastewater in Texas; how Anheuser-Busch engaged multiple parts of the company in developing and implementing its water strategy; how Novartis harnessed employee education to produce water-management solutions that yielded significant returns. And others.

Increasingly, such stories will likely be expected of companies as water issues bubble to the surface. Unlike climate issues, where problems and their solutions have global impacts, water will be seen as a mostly local issue requiring local actions. But, if as experts predict, warmer climates and lowered water tables lead to widespread disruptions, activists and regulators will begin to connect the dots, foisting regulations or global treaties upon the business community. And what seemed like a trickle of interest could turn into a flood.

Even before that happens, shareholder activists will be chiming in -- they have already -- inquiring about what companies are doing to mitigate the risks of doing business in a world where access to water is a constraint. Everyone, in short, will be seeking answers.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IPS

CLIMATE CHANGE:
Cuba Wants to Enter the Carbon Market

Patricia Grogg 


HAVANA, Dec 14 (IPS) - Cuba could enter the Kyoto Protocol's carbon market if it is able to keep up the current pace of reforestation, through which a full 30 percent of the island's territory would be covered with forests ten years from now. 

Forests serve as "carbon sinks" by absorbing carbon dioxide - one of the main greenhouse gases - from the earth's atmosphere, making reforestation one of the least costly ways to fight global warming and climate change. 

The estimated cost of global warming caused by greenhouse gases (which trap heat in the earth's atmosphere) is two percent of global gross domestic product. 

Through the buying and selling of carbon quotas, industrialised nations can work towards meeting their targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions by financing reforestation programmes or projects to replace fossil fuels with clean energy sources in developing countries - which have no targets - and using the credits earned themselves. 

The 30 industrialised countries that have ratified the Kyoto Protocol - which enters into force on Feb. 16, 2005 - are obliged to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to levels 5.2 percent lower than in 1990, by deadlines that range from 2008 to 2012. 

Once the protocol goes into effect, the international carbon market will enter into full operation. It is already generating completely new businesses and professions, like carbon brokerages and consultancies and emissions verification services. 

These alternative strategies, known as the "flexible mechanisms" of the Kyoto Protocol, make it possible for the wealthy developed countries and their industries to reduce worldwide greenhouse gas emissions without necessarily doing so "at home". 

According to specialists in Cuba, the Caribbean island nation has developed the databases and trained the personnel needed to establish reforestation projects, but has yet to submit any concrete proposals for entering this new market. 

Some believe that the Kyoto Protocol could generate significant business opportunities involving the development of cleaner, more efficient technologies and the promotion of renewable energy sources. 

Cuban specialists, however, are less enthusiastic, and believe that the carbon market is not a real solution to environmental problems, but rather a negotiating tool. 

"Global emissions will remain the same," said Arnaldo Brito, head researcher at the Cuban Forestry Research Institute. 

Moreover, Brito told the Cuban press, the necessary negotiations will not be simple, and will require a precise economic analysis to ensure that the country ends up winning out, instead of losing. 

Some non-governmental organisations have been even more harshly critical of the carbon trading strategy. 

Environmental groups participating in the 10th session of the Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-10), currently underway in Buenos Aires, Argentina, believe that the emerging carbon market has become a false solution to the climate change crisis. 

"Powerful interests have appropriated the debate on climate change and are steering it towards the free market and corporate interests, putting the planet in danger," said the Indigenous Environmental Network. 

According to official figures, Cuba's greenhouse gas emissions in 1990 totalled close to 13.8 million tons, while in 1994, the country actually registered a net absorption of 2.6 million tons. 

The island became a net "absorber", as opposed to an emitter, as a result of the grave economic crisis and 45 percent drop in production that followed the 1991 dissolution of the Soviet Union, its main trade partner. 

The impact of the crisis was felt especially hard in key economic sectors like the sugar industry and others that represent high emission levels, like electrical power generation, the iron and steel industry, construction, transportation and nickel mining and processing. 

However, a specialised study concluded that this reduction in emissions was also partly due to a more efficient energy policy and better use of national energy sources. 

In addition to a series of measures adopted on the energy front, a new programme has been designed for development of the forestry sector up through the year 2015. Presented this year, the plan foresees an increase in forest cover from 23.4 percent to 29.3 percent of the national territory. 

Cuba's total forested area is currently 2,572,000 hectares, and should grow to 3,254,700 hectares by 2015. 

To help achieve this goal, Cuba's socialist government has granted the forestry sector control over land holdings formerly used for growing sugar cane, coffee and other crops or for cattle farming, but with extremely low yields because of unsuitable soil conditions. 

The plans include planting fruit and timber-yielding trees on more than half a million hectares of land controlled by the sugar industry, which was scaled back in 2002 to produce no more than four million tons of sugar a year. 

Reforestation in the developing South as a means of creating carbon "sinks" is a profitable strategy for the nations of the industrialised North, according to René Castro, a former Costa Rican minister of environment and energy who is now a consultant for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

A study by Castro published in October by the UNDP shows that it is much more costly to create carbon sinks in the North than in the South. 

The cost of planting trees in the United States to absorb greenhouse gases is roughly 100 dollars per ton of carbon, while it would cost half as much in Costa Rica, the study revealed. 

This fact was also stressed at the COP-10 in Buenos Aires. 

According to the World Rainforest Movement (WRM) and the Washington-based Institute for Policy Studies, the flexible mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol have allowed the countries of the North to evade the emission reduction targets they are committed to achieving by investing in projects in the nations of the South. 

These projects can include large-scale tree plantations, meant to serve as low-cost carbon sinks. 

The WRM opposes large-scale monoculture tree plantations, because of their detrimental impact on local ecosystems and native flora and fauna. 

Because it is an island, Cuba is among the countries most vulnerable to the climate change effects caused by global warming, such as the rise in sea level, more powerful hurricanes, and frequent, prolonged droughts. (END/2004)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Friends of the Earth

Nation Highlighted at UN Climate Talks

Dec 16

Climate liability and litigation in 10 cases covering seven countries around the world is highlighted today (Thursday 16th December) at the United Nations climate talks in Buenos Aires, Argentina. These initiatives have been taken by 14 US States, 28 NGOs and others to enforce the law to combat climate change, and have the collaborative support of Friends of the Earth International, Greenpeace and WWF.

Since the first case in 2002 against the US export credit bodies, legal action on climate change has increased over the last six months under a widening range of legal theories, underpinned by strong science.

According to Climate Justice Programme Co-Director, Peter Roderick, this trend will continue and intensify until big emission cuts are made and compensation paid.

"Climate law enforcement has begun in earnest, and the courts have already responded positively. The legal relevance of climate change has now been accepted by US and Australian judges where decisions leading to more coal mining and electricity transmission were found to be illegal. And a Californian appeals judge has rejected the idea of "injury to all is injury to none" where global environmental impact is threatened by a federal statutory wrong," he said.

The `detection and attribution' science was strengthened recently when leading scientists concluded with more than 90% confidence that human influence at least doubled the risk of last year's European heat wave. [Stott, et al.; "Human contribution to the European heatwave of 2003", Nature, Vol. 432, page 610, 2 December 2004]

Last month, the range of theories broadened to include public international law when an alliance of NGOs and individuals, including the Belize Institute of Environmental Law and Policy, Foro Ecologico del Peru and Pro Public (Friends of the Earth Nepal), submitted petitions to have world heritage glaciers and coral reefs placed on UNESCO's Danger List because of climate change.

Climate change is having a devastating effect on the world's glaciers. Huarascán National Park, located in the Cordillera Blanca in the Peruvian Andes, is the world's highest tropical mountain range. It is the home of the spectacled bear and the Andean condor. More than 20% of the glacial coverage has been lost in the Peruvian Andes since 1968, and melting glaciers form lakes which could burst. Glacial retreat is expected to reduce water availability, affecting food security and power generation, which in Peru is almost 70% hydropower.

"It is both unfair and unnecessary for communities in developing countries to remain the passive victims of damaging corporate activities and of inadequate governmental response in the developed world." said Roderick "One thing is clear. For as long as politicians and industry refuse to make the big cuts in emissions that are needed, and to compensate those facing damage, the judges will be asked to sort it out" concluded Roderick.

-ends-
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Reuters

EU Wants More Mandatory Emissions Cuts, US Opposed

ARGENTINA: December 17, 2004

BUENOS AIRES - The European Union, the heavyweight in the fight against global warming, will push for mandatory cuts in emissions after the Kyoto protocol expires in 2012 despite fervent opposition from the United States.

Kyoto goes into effect two months from Thursday, but negotiators at this week's UN climate change talks are firmly focused on a new regime for when it ends in 2012 and what can be done to get the United States, the Kyoto drop-out, involved.

EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas told Reuters in an interview that the EU must stick to what it believes in -- legally binding emissions cuts -- despite calls from some corners this week for a less rigid stance.

"I think what we should do is try to get on everybody on board with mandatory reductions," said Dimas, a Greek lawyer who has held this post for less than a month.

US delegation head Paula Dobriansky ruled out mandatory caps and reiterated it is too soon to talk about post-2012.

"Our policy is that we do not support mandatory targets or timetables," Dobriansky, Undersecretary for Global Affairs at the State Department, said in an interview.

Under Kyoto, industrialized countries together must reduce man-made emissions by five percent by 2012 versus 1990 levels and some have deeper cuts than others. Most consider it a first, small step to stop global warming.

The United States, the biggest polluter in the world with 25 percent of heat-trapping greenhouse gas emissions, chafes at the idea of a mandatory caps, which it says thwart growth. That was the main reason President George W. Bush pulled out of Kyoto in 2001.

While few of the 6,000 people at the convention expected the United States to change its mind on Kyoto, many were surprised at its hardline stance during the last 10 days.

"See a few more summers in Texas where the roads are melting, or the drought wipes out the farmers and the ranchers ... then you might start to see some rethinking," said US Rep. Dennis Kucinich, an Ohio democrat and supporter of Kyoto.

'FRUSTRATED, DISAPPOINTED'

Italy this week suggested that maybe it was time for negotiators to discuss voluntary targets for after 2012 as a way to entice the United States and fast-growing developing giants China and India, now among the top five polluters.

But Dimas is doubtful of this approach, particularly for industrialized nations.

"Voluntary reductions have not given results up to now. So we need mandatory reduction targets," he said.

Dobriansky said she preferred a "bottom-up" commitment in which countries propose their own goals.

Bush has a 10-year domestic program anchored on research and technology to cut "greenhouse gas intensity" 18 percent by 2012. UN data show US emissions are up 13 percent since 1990 and Dobriansky could not say when they would go below 1990 levels.

Washington's stonewalling has many negotiators and activists worried the Buenos Aires conference may end on Friday without any progress in talks. They point to reports that show the world in the midst of some of its hottest weather and biggest natural disaster destruction.

Host country Argentina and the EU are keen on some seminars for informal talks next year to keep climate change talks rolling. But the United States says it won't back them if they look to lead into post-2012 negotiations.

"They are trying to hold back even informal discussions," said Jennifer Morgan, director of climate change at leading environmental group WWF.

Even Dimas shows signs of losing patience with the slow pace of Buenos Aires, a conference that started on a high note after Russia's ratification of Kyoto last month which allows the treaty to go into force Feb. 16.

"I feel a bit frustrated and disappointed that we have such long discussions," Dimas said.

(Additional reporting by Hilary Burke)

Story by Mary Milliken

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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Reuters

Laggard Countries Wake Up to Tough Kyoto Targets

ARGENTINA: December 17, 2004

BUENOS AIRES - The Kyoto protocol to cut greenhouse gases goes into effect two months from Thursday and industrialized countries like Canada and Japan find themselves with emissions embarrassingly beyond their agreed targets for 2012.

Canada leads the laggards with emissions growth at 20 percent from 1990 although it has committed to a 6 percent reduction by 2012.

Japan's emissions are up 12 percent and it has to cut them also by six, while New Zealand must show zero growth and is currently up 21 percent.

The European Union as a whole is doing better, with a 2.9 percent fall toward a 2012 target of minus 8 percent. But there are problems, for example, in Italy, which is 8 percent higher and must go 8 percent lower.

The U.N.-backed Kyoto deal aims to reduce the six major heat-trapping gases including carbon dioxide by 5 percent, a first small step in the fight against global warming.

Russia's decision in September to ratify Kyoto, allowing the treaty to go into force with a seven-year delay, might have caught countries by surprise as they expected a more protracted battle.

But negotiators and activists on the sidelines of this week's U.N. conference on climate change -- the first with Kyoto ready to go -- say Kyoto's compliance rules are going to work.

Penalties for noncompliance are not in terms of money, but rather deeper emissions reductions after 2012.

"You have to deliver your cuts at some time," said Stephan Singer, who tracks European policy for environmental group WWF. "But of course there is no green army coming in and forcing you to do it ... that's the U.N. in the end."

The EU, the driving force behind the fight against global warming, will benefit from its emissions trading system that goes into effect on Jan. 1. Less polluting nations and industries can sell carbon credits to the more polluting ones.

EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said he had no doubt that "the EU will be able to meet its Kyoto targets, provided we sustain our efforts."

But Canada cannot say the same. "Is it absolutely certain we will get to Kyoto? No, it is not absolutely certain," Alex Manson, director of Canada's Climate Change Bureau, told Reuters.

He said Canada picked up the pace against emissions in 2003, but it has been hurt by the fact that its biggest trading partner -- the United States -- withdrew from Kyoto in 2001. U.S. emissions are 12 percent up since 1990.

"It does affect some of the measures you can take in some sectors. It didn't make our problem any easier," Manson said.

Story by Mary Milliken

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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UNEP- UN in the news

UNEP laments costs from natural calamities this year
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The year 2004 was about the most expensive year for the insurance industry world-wide as a result of hurricanes, typhoons and other weather related natural disasters, according to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). Figures released Wednesday at the International Climate Change Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina show that for the first 10 months of this year natural disasters cost the insurance industry just over $35 billion, up from $16 billion in 2003. At over $26 billion, the US suffered the highest insured losses according to the preliminary data from Munich Re, one of the world's biggest re-insurance companies. UNEP said global insured losses are likely to be even higher when the months of November and December are brought into the equation. Economic losses, the majority of which were not insured, will also have cost the planet and its people dear. Preliminary figures for the months January to October estimate that these losses were also among the highest on record totaling, so far, about $90 billion, up from over $65 billion in 2003. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer decried the high costs to the insurance industry, occasioned by natural calamities. "Climate scientists anticipate an increase and intensity of extreme weather events and this is what the insurance industry is experiencing resulting in year on year losses," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "Reducing vulnerability and helping poorer nations cope with the ravages of climate change is vital. Some experts estimate that for every one dollar invested in disaster preparedness, you will save six dollars in reconstruction costs," Toepfer said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066417&dte=16/12/2004
Paris proposes the replacement of UNEP by UNEO
Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - French ecology and sustainable development minister, Serge Lepeltier, Thursday proposed the creation of a UN agency known as UN Environment Organization (UNEO) to replace UNEP (UN Environment Programme). "This proposal, made by President Jacques Chirac, is being looked into by a working group made up of some 30 countries," Lepeltier said during a press conference in Buenos Aires where the 10th UN Conference on Climate Change is currently underway. According to Lepeltier, the headquarters of that new organization, in charge of co-ordinating all international activities concerning the environment will be in Nairobi, the current headquarters of UNEP. "We have taken stock of governance in the area of environment and have singled out nine themes to work with in a more operational way. Our aim is to reach conclusions in February 2005 to be submitted to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, in September 2005, on the occasion of the review of the proposed reforms to be carried out at the UN," the French minister said. France, by making this proposal, is driven by "a need to co- ordinate all the agreements relative to the environment, as indeed there is dissipation of efforts in this field". "It is out of the question for us to call into question multilateral agreements, but we think that co-ordination is necessary," Lepeltier said. In reply to a question by PANA, a senior UNEP official does not reject the idea of the creation of a new agency, saying this is meant to make the management of environmental problems more efficient. But he observed that Paris should, first of all, take into consideration the opinion of UN member countries on the proposal.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066545&dte=16/12/2004
Kyoto Protocol Will Help Developing Countries - Annan

This Day (Lagos): As the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) holding in Buenos Aires enters its high-level segment, yesterday, the United Nations Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has expressed confidence that the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol would enhance sustainable development in developing countries through Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects. In his message to the august assembly, which included the Argentine President, Nestor Kirchener, which was delivered by the Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Annan also said that the Protocol's innovative use of market-based mechanisms to control greenhouse gas emissions will write a new and exciting chapter in the history of environmental agreements. "The Protocol sets up a solid system of support for sustainable development in developing countries, for example through the Clean Development Mechanism,” he said. Development experts and delegates participating at the conference have expressed hopes that the struggling economies of developing economies could be kick-started with the injection of funds, which developed countries are expected to commit to CDM projects in developing countries. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412160307.html
Group prepares Buenos Aires consensus document
Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - The contact group created by delegates to the UN Conference on Climatic Changes, which ends here Friday were on Thursday working the financial, scientific, technical and socio-economic aspects of the phenomenon, as well as the strengthening of capacities, transfer of technology and issues of interest to the least developed countries (LDCs). At the level of LDCs, a workshop examined whether the funds allocated to them should first be used to finance priority sectors of National Adaptation Programmes and if the same mechanism should be used to mobilize additional funds for co-financing. No agreement was reached during discussions and the Global Environmental Fund (GEF) was requested to propose new financing modalities to be examined during a meeting of subsidiary organs to be held in Bonn next June. According to a source, African delegates are deeply disappointed by the decision of European countries to examine the utilization of funds by LDCs, a reversal of their commitments to finance climatic change adaptation programmes. Delegates also failed to agree on the transfer of technology, particularly whether the New Delhi Declaration on climatic changes and sustainable development adopted during the 8th conference on climatic changes should feature in the draft Buenos Aires meeting's decisions. Other difficulties were also encountered within the working group dealing with issues related to adaptation to climatic changes. The working group's chair, David Warrilow of the United Kingdom, conceded that he was incapable of resolving outstanding issues, adding that he had decided to submit his conclusions to the presidency of the Buenos Aires conference. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066549&dte=16/12/2004
General Environment News

Environmental NGOs for adaptation action plan
Buenos Aires, Argentine (PANA) - A group of NGOs Thursday issued an open letter urging ministers of environment attending the United Nations Conference on Climatic Changes here to adopt "and adaptation plan of action" endowed with adequate financial resources. "Industrialized countries have the moral and political obligation to help countries in the south to cope with climatic changes in the form of floods, drought, cyclones and other effects of climatic changes," the NGOs said, adding that the first priority must be the utilization of efficient energy techniques, while maximizing the spread of viable marketable renewable energy production modes. Meanwhile, they urged country's in the North to pledge to reduce their huge subsidies on fossil and nuclear energy industries and re-invest the funds saved into sustainable energy production projects. "To have a reasonable chance of remaining below 2 degrees centigrade of increase in global temperatures, industrialized countries must first of all fulfill their commitments towards the Kyoto Protocol, and then commit themselves to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 30% in 2020 and 60% by the middle of the century," reads part of the open letter. They also pleaded for the immediate adoption of policies to limit greenhouse gases, energy efficiency and greenhouse gases so as "to establish a clear policy framework and send a strong signal to the private sector." http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066541&dte=16/12/2004
North-South battle dominates climatic change meeting
Buenos Aires, Argentina (PANA) - The UN Conference on climatic changes, which winds up here Friday, witnessed a North-South confrontation as developing countries sought to reap maximum financial and technological advantages to enhance their capacities to adapt to climatic changes. However, the gathering has also witnessed strong divergent views within members of certain groups like the Group of 77 (G77) plus China. Four currents with totally divergent views are battling each other with the G77. Conscious of the crude oil production reduction that will be imposed on them by the Kyoto Protocol, OPEC countries are calling for compensatory measures. Saudi Arabia is practically holding developing countries hostage b demanding for compensatory measures while in terms of per capita, it is richer than Germany, complained Christopher Bahl of the German NGO, German Watch, adding that the GDP of African countries has dropped by 3.5% during the past 12 years mainly because of rising oil prices. The persistence of these demands at each conference of signatory parties to the United Nations Convention on climatic changes irritate one of the veteran African negotiators on climatic changes, Youssouph Hamadi of the Comoros. Hamadi fears that OPEC countries would hike crude oil prices if the Kyoto Protocol obliges them to reduce crude oil production. Another group which wants its voice heard is the Alliance of Small Island States (OASIS), whose members include Cape Verde, the Comoros, Syechelles and Mauritius. These countries, whose existence is threatened by climatic changes, which have led to rising sea water levels, cyclones and the El Nino phenomenon, go to conferences in climatic changes with the same concerns and press for special considerations.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng066515&dte=16/12/2004
Swaziland: African Tree Species Gone in 20 Years, Ecologists Warn
UN Integrated Regional Information Networks:  Swaziland's diminishing indigenous tree species will be exhausted within 20 years at the current rate of exploitation, nature conservationists warned this week. "This disappearance of Swaziland's fuel wood is imminent in some areas, while other areas face the extinction of all indigenous trees in a matter of years, based on the rate of current consumption and the new commercial exploitation of fuel woods," veteran nature conservationist Ted Reilly told IRIN. Reilly, the founder of Swaziland game park system, has urged other nature conservation groups to put the preservation of the country's flora at the top of their agendas. After the indigenous trees are finished, invasive species will also disappear as Swazis search for ways to cook meals and heat their shelters in winter, conservationists predict. Four out of five Swazis live on communal Swazi Nation Land under chiefs, most of them in a state of chronic poverty, according to the UN Development Programme. Electrification is rare among rural residents, and fuel sources other than wood are virtually unknown. The doubling of the country's population since independence in 1968, to around one million, has exacerbated the ecological crisis. A law proclaiming most indigenous trees as protected species, and which prohibits cutting or selling them, is not enforced. A source with the Royal Swaziland Police Force told IRIN that law enforcement resources are inadequate to go after illegal tree cutters. "Who knows this is a crime? Swazis have been cutting trees for their use since time immemorial - they see it as their right," the police officer said. However, the commercial sale of fuel woods is new. The roads and highways of the Environmentalists point out that, unlike commercial timber forests in the central Manzini and northern Hhohho regions, whose trees can be grown and harvested in 12 to 30 years, the loss of indigenous African trees cannot be mitigated. http://allafrica.com/stories/200412160043.html
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In Washington DC, Annan says UN is best placed to tackle global ills 

16 December - Delivering a speech in Washington, DC today, Secretary-General Kofi Annan sought the support of the United States in adapting the United Nations to better respond to emerging global threats, while emphasizing the world body's central role in this endeavour. 

"The only universal instrument that can bring States together in such a global effort is the United Nations," he declared in an address to the Council on Foreign Relations. 

"I am the first to acknowledge that the United Nations is not perfect. At times, it shows its age," he added. "But our world will not easily find a better instrument for forging a sustained global response to today's threats." 

Mr. Annan noted that the US and UN are "working hand in hand around the world" on several issues - peacekeeping, conflict resolution, humanitarian assistance, human rights, good governance and development. 

"And today, America, no less than any other State, needs global cooperation to be secure," he said. 

Recalling the report released earlier this month by a blue-ribbon panel he commissioned to look at future global threats and ways to deal with them, the Secretary-General said that it contained a powerful vision of collective security. 

"Whether the threat is terrorism or AIDS, a threat to one is a threat to all," he said. "Our defences are only as strong as their weakest link. We will be safest if we work together." 

The report by the 16-member High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, "A more secure world: our shared responsibility," contained 101 recommendations for dealing with the six areas identified as being the greatest threats to worldwide security in the 21st century. 

Mr. Annan said a reformed United Nations will unite countries in preventing terrorism, provide a more "muscular framework" to prevent a cascade of nuclear proliferation, and be an organization through which all States get much more serious about promoting development. 

It will also help build capable nations that can deal with threats in their own borders before they harm their own citizens and others, and give guidance on the use of force in which all countries should have confidence, he added. 

The Secretary-General reminded the audience of the UN's past contributions to global security through rebuilding war-torn countries - including its most recent efforts in Afghanistan as well as its commitment to building a free and democratic Iraq - but said its work must be more strategic and better resourced. 

"Tomorrow's United Nations must have the capacity to move fast, and see every job through," he stressed. 

Looking ahead to a proposed high-level summit in September 2005, just prior to the next session of the UN General Assembly, Mr. Annan said he will move quickly to put in place the panel's recommendations that fall within his responsibility. 

He also pledged to work with Member States to help them "to decide and to act," and voiced his hope that the United States will play a "vigorous role" in the process of renewal and change. 

UN chief and US Secretary of State discuss preparations for Iraq's elections 

16 December - With the registration of political entities in Iraq complete, Secretary-General Kofi Annan and United States Secretary of State Colin Powell met today in Washington for further talks on preparations for next month's elections and United Nations assistance in the process. 

The two also discussed Middle East reform, Haiti, Sudan, Afghanistan and UN reform, and held a brief one-on-one encounter, according to a spokesman for the world body. 

Afterward during a press encounter, the Secretary-General said the United Nations will put in the staff in Iraq it deems necessary. "It's not a question of numbers. It's a question of what you need to get the job done," said Mr. Annan, who also met today with US National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice. 

The UN currently has some 220 people in Baghdad serving with the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) - 157 Fijian guards providing security for UN premises and personnel and 64 international staff, up from a previous ceiling of 59. 

Another 70 UNAMI international staff are based in Amman, Jordan, and in Kuwait. Electoral staff from the Mission inside and outside Iraq are part of an integrated team of some 50 international electoral experts from the UN, European Union and other organizations operating under UN coordination. 

The UN has helped to train 6,000 elections workers, opened 450 voter registration centres and recruited and trained up to 130,000 poll workers in preparation for the elections scheduled for 30 January. 

Meanwhile, yesterday was the last day for political entities to register in the run-up to the elections and the certification of their candidate lists. The latest figures show 237 political entities have signed up - with none rejected so far, translating to more than 11,000 candidates running for the elections. 

A UN spokesman in New York said the entities reflect a broad spectrum of Iraqi society, with all religious and ethnic groups represented. "Some of the candidate lists include representatives from other tribes and minority religious sects, showing that groups are using the electoral process to form alliances and attract wide support," Stephane Dujarric told reporters. 

The Secretary-General will travel later today to Brussels to attend the European Union summit on Friday. 

Laboratory equipment and text books headed to Iraq in UN-sponsored project 

16 December - Four containers of laboratory equipment, along with supplies of up-to-date reference and textbooks, are on their way to Iraq as part of an international effort to revitalize the country’s universities and its higher education system under a nearly $6 million programme jointly sponsored by the United Nations. 

The consignment, due to arrive in Baghdad before the end of the month, consists of $4.6 million of equipment and materials for medical and related disciplines as well as for engineering and $1 million in textbooks. It was organized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the International Fund for Higher Education in Iraq initiated by Qatari First Lady Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Misnad. 

“Iraq’s universities and technical institutes are in a dramatic situation,” UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said. “Some 24 years of conflict and unrest - first with Iran in the 1980s and then with the Gulf wars and the situation that has followed - have seen tens of thousands of young Iraqis killed, the exodus of many intellectuals and the virtual isolation of those who remained. 

“The institutions themselves have suffered severely from war damage and neglect and are a pale image of what they used to be,” he added. 

Despite the difficulties, nearly 240,000 students, or 83 per cent of the entire Iraqi student body, returned to their college campuses to attend classes in 2003, reflecting the tradition of pursuing higher education in Iraq, which once boasted the best universities and technical institutes in the Arab region. 

Window of opportunity opens up again to advance Israeli-Palestinian peace - UN 

16 December - In sharp contrast to his last briefing of "foreboding" looming over the Middle East, the head of the United Nations Political Affairs office told the Security Council today that "there exists, once again, a 'window of opportunity' to revitalize" the peace process between Israel and the Palestinians. 

"Both parties seem to have realized the potential for change inherent in the present situation," Under-Secretary-General Kieran Prendergast said, citing the smooth Palestinian transition after the death of President Yasser Arafat, the scaling back of Israeli military activity and the "critically important" dramatic drop in the Palestinian public's support for terrorism. 

"There exists at present a real opportunity to implement the Road Map's provisions and to make a huge leap forward towards a settlement of the conflict," he added in reference to plan calling for parallel and reciprocal steps by both sides leading to two States living in peace by the end of 2005. 

"But," he cautioned, "much work remains to be done if potential is to become achievement. We should make clear that we expect both Israel and the Palestinians to seize the moment to act constructively, and to work within the framework of the Road Map." 

In a statement to the press after the briefing, Council President Abdallah Baali of Algeria welcomed Mr. Prendergast's assessment. "Members of the Security Council agree that the moment is propitious for movement to implement the Road Map and look forward to free, fair and open Palestinian elections," he said. 

The Algerian Ambassador also encouraged the UN to continue providing full support to upcoming Palestinian presidential elections and to encourage parties "to do their utmost to ensure success of those elections." 

Also on the election front, the UN Liaison and Support Unit will open its office in Ramallah on Saturday, a spokesman for the world body said today. 

A satellite office will open in Gaza soon after, Stephane Dujarric told reporters in New York. The UN officers will act as an interface between the international observers and the Palestinian Central Electoral Commission. 

Mr. Prendergast had hailed the smooth preparations to elect a new Palestinian president as well as Israel's role in contributing "meaningfully to enabling a positive transition period" by resuming security cooperation and taking other constructive measures. 

"With the emergence of a more positive atmosphere, support among the Palestinian public for violent acts and terror against Israelis has declined dramatically," he said. "This is a critically important development." 

While noting "with satisfaction and hope for the future" that the violence had dropped overall in the past month, he warned that "a disturbing level" still persists. 

Palestinian militants continued to fire mortars and rockets against Israeli settlements and targets inside Israel, while Israel continued to carry out illegal extrajudicial killings, demolish houses and construct the "barrier" in the West Bank with "worrisome consequences" for the population there. 

As well as the smooth Palestinian transition Mr. Prendergast cited as the other "catalyst" Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan to withdraw from the Gaza Strip, noting that this "can represent a step forward - with highly symbolic, precedent-setting significance - on the road towards ending the occupation that began in 1967 and towards achieving lasting peace in the Middle East." 

He said the UN, together with its diplomatic Quartet partners in the Road Map peace plan - the European Union (EU), Russia and the United States - stood ready to maintain the momentum. 

"We believe now is the time to engage actively, help the process along and determine how best the international community can contribute to the revival of a sustainable peace process between Israelis and Palestinians," he added. 

On the Syrian front, Mr. Prendergast noted that President Bashar al-Assad had reiterated a willingness to resume negotiations with Israel without conditions. "We believe that the outstretched Syrian hand should be grasped," he said welcoming a statement by Israeli Foreign Minister Sylvan Shalom today that Israel should not deny a hand reaching out for peace. 

UN aid agency replaces Palestinian homes destroyed in Israeli raid on Jenin 

16 December - The main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees today handed over keys to new homes to most of the 435 families whose houses were destroyed during an Israeli incursion into the West Bank town of Jenin in 2002. 

“The relief effort geared towards the refugees in Jenin and the rebuilding of their homes has been the biggest humanitarian project undertaken in the occupied Palestinian territory since the outbreak of the conflict four years ago,” UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) Commissioner-General Peter Hansen said, referring to the latest Palestinian intifada, or uprising. 

The rebuilding was made possible by a $27 million donation from the Red Crescent Society of the United Arab Emirates, whose chairman, Khalifa Nasser Alswaidi, was at Mr. Hansen’s side during the ceremony. Among the hardest hit by the incursion, which Israel said it launched against terrorists using West Bank cities as bases, were 2,000 impoverished Palestinian refugees who were suddenly homeless. 

Mr. Hansen thanked the Governments of Switzerland and Sweden who provided teams to clear the camp of ordnance and drivers to help get humanitarian aid and building materials into the area. The United States and France were also key donors of humanitarian relief in the months immediately following the fighting in the camp. 

“International donors of varying sizes and outlook, from all parts of the globe, have come together to use UNRWA’s expertise to make a remarkable change to the lives of a desperately suffering population,” Mr. Hansen said. “It is my hope that this fresh start for Jenin camp will coincide with an improved situation for all of the Palestinians in the occupied territory.” 

Myanmar: Annan concerned at removal of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's security staff 

16 December - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced his serious concern over the withdrawal of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's personal security detail, and further restrictions on the already limited access to the Nobel Peace Laureate by her doctor. 

Mr. Annan "reminds the Myanmar authorities of their responsibility to ensure Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's security and well-being," said a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York. 

The statement also the reiterated the Secretary-General's previous calls on the authorities to honour their expressed commitments to the UN and to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) by lifting all the restrictions on Ms. Suu Kyi's movement and activities as soon as possible. 

They were also called on to take "the requisite steps to ensure that the process of democratization and national reconciliation in Myanmar is fully inclusive." 

Security Council calls for 'robust action' to enforce arms embargo on Somalia 

16 December - Members of the United Nations Security Council today called on countries in a position to enforce the arms embargo against Somalia to stop the flow of weapons to the war-ravaged Horn of Africa nation. 

Reading a statement to the press following a closed-door briefing, Council President Abdallah Baali of Algeria said the members were "deeply concerned" by reports that widespread violations of the arms embargo continue. 

Council members called on countries concerned to take "robust action to implement the arms embargo," he said. 

The President added that the Council will consider "what further steps might be needed" to stop weapons trafficking in Somalia. 

Afghan demobilization marks milestone with one whole region disarmed - UN 

16 December - For the first time since Afghanistan’s disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) process was launched more than a year ago, all units in an entire region have been declared disarmed, the United Nations mission reported today. 

With more than 6,700 soldiers and officers of the 7th and 8th Corps in Mazar-e Sharif, northern Afghanistan, now disarmed and their units decommissioned, nearly 29,000 military personnel countrywide, or about 60 per cent of the total expected to lay down their weapons, have now done so. 

Of these nearly 25,500 have entered Afghanistan's New Beginnings Programme to reintegrate them into civil society with jobs or skills training and support for establishing small businesses, UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) spokesperson Ariane Quentier told a news briefing in Kabul, the Afghan capital. 

DDR teams have also secured 7,360 working or repairable heavy weapons in guarded compounds, representing the bulk of heavy weapons in Afghanistan apart from Panjshir in the east where talks are still underway to start the collection. 

In answer to questions Ms. Quentier acknowledged that not all the demobilized soldiers receiving training had already found jobs, but she voiced optimism that they would. “Are we confident? Yes we are,” she said. “Is it going to be done tomorrow? It might not, it takes time and we are in a rebuilding process.” 

Among the demobilized are nearly 4,000 boys, 14 to 17 years old. Each child receives a package of support, including medical and psychosocial assessments, briefings on mine risks, drug abuse, HIV/AIDS prevention and basic health education, and training in such fields as agriculture and animal husbandry, tailoring, carpentry, electronics and masonry, UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) spokesman Edward Cawardine said. 

UNICEF estimates that there are approximately 8,000 former child soldiers in Afghanistan. Most of them were forcibly conscripted to various fighting forces in the last years of the two decade-long conflict. While many have left their units voluntarily, few have had the chance to rebuild their educational and life skills, and risk being marginalized, Mr. Cawardine said. 

The agency now hopes to complete the demobilization programme in provinces of the south, west and south-east of the country not covered in 2004. 

Annan's recipe for Kosovo: strengthen security and economy, include minorities 

16 December - A comprehensive strategy addressing both security and economic problems besetting United Nations-administered Kosovo, as well as the inclusion of Serbs and other minorities with the majority Albanians in provisional arrangements, are among Secretary-General Kofi Annan's recommendations released today for moving the province towards final status. 

"While security underlies all other activities in Kosovo, revitalization of the economy remains an overriding concern," Mr. Annan says in the document sent to the Security Council on the province that has been under UN administration since 1999 when the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove Yugoslav troops out amid Albanian-Serb fighting. 

He stresses the need for "sustained action" to deal with both the consequences and causes of deadly violence in March, the worst in the five years of UN administration, when an onslaught by Albanian extremists to drive out Serb, Roma and Askhali communities led to 19 people being killed, nearly 1,000 injured and hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites razed or burned. 

This element forms one of several main components of the integrated strategy, including an improvement of internal dialogue at all levels, more comprehensive talks with Serbia, of which Kosovo is a province, and revamping the eight so-called standards that set specific goals in such areas as building democratic institutions, enforcing minority rights, creating a functioning economy and establishing an impartial legal system. 

A comprehensive review of progress in achieving the standards may be held in mid-2005, on the basis of which the Security Council will determine whether to begin the process leading to a determination of Kosovo's future status. 

All communities must actively participate in the so called Provisional Institutions, the Albanian-dominated interim body to which some local powers have been transferred, Mr. Annan says in the document, which is based on a report from Norwegian Ambassador Kai Eide, who conducted a detailed review of the implications of March's violence. 

"In order to further this process, there is a need to build additional capacities within the Provisional Institutions," the Secretary-General adds, noting that UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo is working in this area. 

Mr. Annan stresses that midterm and long-term economic strategy must be complemented by effective short-term measures, calling on the European Union (EU) to urgently design and implement a development strategy. 

"Economic development should improve not only general social and economic conditions, but also the social context for security and stability," he says. 

UN calls on Haitian armed groups not to act under cover of official deployment 

16 December - The United Nations mission in Haiti has called on armed groups in the country to refrain from occupying spaces or taking part in its large-scale deployment to maintain order in Cité Soleil, one of the low-income districts in the capital, Port-au-Prince. 

"The fact that we are engaged in an operation of this nature should not be misunderstood by any armed groups as an opportunity to occupy public or private spaces, or to include themselves in any action concerning the maintenance of order which is not legitimately theirs," Hocine Medili, the Principal Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary General, told a news conference yesterday. 

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) had started the deployment on Tuesday to provide the residents of Cité Soleil with "a safe and normal environment" free of activities by the armed gangs that had been occupying it, he said. 

"It is important to emphasize that this joint operation was not targeted against any specific group, or political movement. Instead, this intervention's purpose is to gradually re-establish security and create a political space which will allow the residents of Cité Soleil to offer their support during the process of national inclusion and reconciliation," he said. 

Gen. Augusto Heleno Pereira, MINUSTAH's Force Commander, said the UN operation was being carried out to support the Haitian National Police (HNP), which was scheduled to open an office in Cité Soleil this week from which it would conduct regular patrols. 

MINUSTAH said it had concluded the initial phase of the deployment, during which four people were injured. 

Lack of funds forces UN agency to halt food aid to 140,000 Azerbaijanis in need 

16 December - Food distribution for 140,000 Azerbaijanis displaced by the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with Armenia a decade ago will come to a complete halt next month because of a $10 million shortfall in aid sought for the three-year operation by the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP). 

“We have tried everything, even halving the rations last month, but we just don't have enough food stocks left to go around,” WFP Country Director Rahman Chowdhury said. “Most of the displaced are so poor they don't have the means to buy food. It's a dreadful situation, especially in winter, when temperatures drop to minus 20 degrees celsius.” 

Three quarters of those affected are women and children, a large number of them still living in makeshift shelters like railway cars and dugouts. Only WFP 's school feeding programme that supplies food to 5,300 primary school children will continue, but on a limited scale. 

One essential ingredient of the take-home rations, which are being provided to the youngsters five days a week, is vitamin-fortified wheat soya blend, whose stocks will also run out in January, Mr. Chowdhury said. 

WFP sought $21 million for the operation, which started in January 2003. Since 1994, the agency has been pivotal in assisting hundreds of thousands of Azerbaijanis displaced by the conflict in which more than 600,000 people fled from Nagorno-Karabakh the region, now occupied by Armenia, to other parts of Azerbaijan. 

Most of the displaced live in remote areas of western Azerbaijan, such as Agjabedi and Imishli regions, where employment possibilities are extremely limited. 

UN mission in Côte d'Ivoire funds three quick-impact social projects 

16 December - A centre for former child soldiers, a project to compensate the victims of an anti-demonstration crackdown in March and a local radio station for a mayoralty were the beneficiaries of funding from the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Côte d'Ivoire today. 

The UN Operations in Côte d'Ivoire (ONUCI) gave the largest amount, $1.12 million, to Drame Sirah, the president of a group of victims of the 25 March Government crackdown on unauthorized demonstrations In Abidjan and Yamoussoukro. 

Over $11,000 was allocated to Mayor Yapi Lambert of Tiassalé towards the establishment of a radio station for his constituency and more than $10,300 to Msgr. Joseph Niangoran Teky of the Diocese of Man to renovate a centre for former child soldiers. 

The donations covered 70 per cent of the predicted cost of each project and the rest would be turned over later, ONUCI said. 

"This modest humanitarian gesture aims above all to assist those who have suffered in the conflict and crisis in Côte d'Ivoire and to show that ONUCI goes beyond military considerations in its interventions," said the mission's deputy chief, Alan Doss. 

Latin America and Caribbean GDP surprises with 4 per cent growth in 2004 - UN 

16 December - Even though average capital inflows declined, the overall economy of Latin America and the Caribbean and the regional gross development product (GDP) grew much more than expected in 2004, with Venezuela showing the most spectacular increase, the United Nations agency which tracks the economies of the area says. 

"Except for Haiti, every country posted positive growth," the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) said yesterday in launching "The Preliminary Overview of the Economies of Latin America and the Caribbean 2004." 

"This is the second time in the past 20 years that the region's six largest economies - Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela - will all grow more than 3 per cent. This occurred previously in 1997." 

The United States and China were the economic engines pushing up certain commodity prices, especially oils and metals, which benefited the countries producing those materials. The increases hurt some commodity-importing countries in the region, however. 

Experiencing intense recoveries were Venezuela, which posted a growth rate of 18 per cent, Uruguay, 12 per cent, Argentina, 8.2 per cent and Belize, 7 per cent; Other highly productive countries were Ecuador, 6.3 per cent; Trinidad and Tobago, 6.2 per cent; Panama, 6 per cent; Chile, along with St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 5.8 per cent; and Brazil, 5.2 per cent. 

Among the major regional economies, Colombia grew 4.1 per cent and Mexico, 3.3 per cent. 

At the other end of the spectrum were conflict- and hurricane-battered Haiti with a growth rate of -3 per cent and hurricane-flattened Grenada with -1.4 per cent. 

Chronic diseases replace infections as leading causes of blindness, UN says 

16 December - After an intensive drive against the communicable causes of blindness, chronic diseases, such as diabetes, and age-related illnesses have become the major reasons why nearly 40 million people worldwide cannot see, the United Nations health agency said today. 

According to the latest data collected for the UN World Health Organization's (WHO) "Vision 2020: The Right to Sight" programme, 37 million people were blind, including 1.4 million youngsters under the age of 15, in 2002. Vision 2020 aims to eliminate avoidable blindness by 2020. 

Aging brought on 75 per cent of blindness in 2002, WHO said. In 1992 the leading causes were two communicable diseases: trachoma and onchocerciasis, or "river blindness." 

"Changes in the pattern of avoidable blindness can be attributed to significant achievements in the prevention and management of some causes of avoidable blindness," says WHO's Dr. Serge Resnikoff. "In addition, we now have much better data, which is giving us a more accurate estimate of causes." 

Trachoma is spread by eye-seeking flies and by contact with discharges from infected eyes. It has been treated by a combination of methods called SAFE: surgery for inturned eyelashes, antibiotics, facial cleanliness and environmental improvement. Onchocerciasis, or "river blindness," is caused by the filaria nematode, along with Wolbachia bacteria, entering the body. 

Two years ago cataracts caused 47.8 per cent of global blindness, especially in developing countries, but other age-related conditions were increasing in impact. Glaucoma caused 12.3 per cent of blindness, age-related macula degeneration, 8.7 per cent, and diabetic retinopathy, 4.8 per cent. Another 124 million people with low vision were at risk for blindness. 

With the number of elderly people worldwide by 2020 estimated at 698 million, 67 per cent of them in developing countries, the public health agency said, the world now had to correct the distribution of resources and provide available existing and new drugs and other treatments for eye diseases worldwide. 

WHO said integrating eye care into the primary health care system had contributed to the decline in vision loss from trachoma, onchocerciasis, vitamin A deficiency, and even cataracts, but public health planners needed to manage the diseases now becoming prevalent. 

UNESCO hails release of two long-time Laotian political prisoners 

16 December - The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today welcomed the release of two long-time Laotian political prisoners whose freedom the agency has sought for many years. 

Latsami Khamphoui, a former Deputy Minister for the Economy and Planning and Feng Sakchittaphong, a former senior officer of the Justice Ministry, both behind bars since 1990, arrived with their families in France today and will be given medical care. 

“A humanitarian campaign of several years is today crowned with success, which will give heart to all those who fight for freedom of expression and human dignity,” Paris-based UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said. “The fate of these two men, both in an alarming state of health, was a source of deep concern to us.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

16 December 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Council on Foreign Relations
I’ve got quite a few items today, starting off with the Secretary-General who, as you know, is in Washington today, where he is currently meeting with US National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice.

He will then shortly be speaking at a luncheon at the Council on Foreign Relations, where he will be telling them that the only universal instrument that can bring States together in a global effort against the major threats of our age is the United Nations.

He is to say that the United Nations is not perfect, and at times shows its age, but “our world will not easily find a better instrument for forging a sustained, global response to today’s threats”.

He will also discuss the report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, noting that the Panel has proposed a definition of terrorism, which Member States should use to enact a full anti-terrorism convention.  He will add that tomorrow’s United Nations would provide a more muscular framework to prevent a cascade of nuclear proliferation.

Among other points dealt with in the report, the Security Council must sometimes have to authorize the use of force to stop mass atrocities in sovereign States.  “We face such a situation today in Darfur”, the Secretary-General is to say.

The Secretary-General will also highlight the UN’s efforts in Iraq, where it has helped to train some 6,000 election workers and to recruit and train up to 130,000 poll workers.  The technical preparations for the 30 January election are on track and the United Nations stands ready, if asked, to support Iraqi efforts to draw up a constitution.

**Secretary-General in Washington
Earlier today the Secretary-General also met with US Secretary of State Colin Powell.  They discussed Iraq, including UN support for the January elections, and the Secretary-General told Powell that the United Nations is strengthening its presence in Iraq.

The two also discussed the Middle East peace process, Haiti, Sudan, Afghanistan and United Nations reform.  Their meeting included a brief one-on-one encounter.

Afterwards, they spoke to the press and the Secretary-General said about Iraq that the United Nations will put in the staff it deems necessary.  “It’s not a question of numbers, it’s a question of what you need to get the job done.”

Asked about the oil-for-food allegations, the Secretary-General said he is anxious to see the investigations concluded as quickly as possible so that we can “focus on the essential work of the United Nations”.

Later today, the Secretary-General will travel to Brussels, where he will attend tomorrow the summit of the European Union.

**Iraq Elections
Turning to the Iraq elections, as you know yesterday was the last day for voter registration as well as political entities and coalitions candidate-list certification for the elections.

The latest figures we have shown that 237 political entities have registered.  This translates to over 11,000 candidates running for the three elections.  So far no political entity has been rejected by the electoral commission.

The entities represent a broad spectrum of Iraqi society, with all religious and ethnic groups being represented.  Some of the candidate lists include representatives from other tribes and minority religious sects, showing that groups are using the electoral process to form alliances and attract wide support.

And we have a fact sheet available upstairs with more information on the election as well as on the staffing levels.

**Iraq
Also on Iraq, four containers of laboratory equipment, along with supplies of up-to-date reference and textbooks, are on their way to that country as part of an international effort to revitalize universities and the higher education system.

This effort is being conducted under a $6 million programme jointly sponsored by the United Nations.  And we have more information upstairs in a press release from UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization).

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General
I now have a statement on Myanmar:

“The Secretary-General is seriously concerned to learn that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s personal security detail has been withdrawn, and the already limited access to her by her physician that currently exists has been further restricted.  The Secretary-General reminds the Myanmar authorities of their responsibility to ensure Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s security and well-being.

“The Secretary-General also reiterates strongly his calls on the authorities to honour their expressed commitments to the United Nations and to ASEAN by lifting all the restrictions on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s movement and activities as soon as possible; and by taking the requisite steps to ensure that the process of democratization and national reconciliation in Myanmar is fully inclusive.”

And we have copies of that statement upstairs.

**Security Council
Turning to the Security Council, a window of opportunity exists to revitalize the Middle East peace process, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast told Council members today in an open briefing.

Addressing the Council, Prendergast says that the Palestinian leadership have continued to oversee the transitional period in a highly commendable manner, with no significant internal unrest.

The optimism among the Palestinians, he added, is mirrored on the Israeli side, with a recent survey showing that three quarters of Israelis favour the resumption of negotiations.

Prendergast also noted with satisfaction and hope for the future that the overall level of violence has dropped in the past month.  Nevertheless, casualty figures are still too high, with 52 Palestinians and seven Israelis having been killed since 15 November.

Much work remains to be done, he said, and we should make clear that we expect both Israel and the Palestinians to seize the moment to act constructively, and to work within the framework of the Road Map.  His remarks, which are a periodic briefing to the Council, are available upstairs.

This open briefing was followed by consultations, also on the Middle East, which are still going on as we speak.

**UNRWA
Also from the region, the head of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees today handed over new house keys to hundreds of families whose homes had been destroyed in the West Bank city of Jenin.  The rebuilding of homes in Jenin camp that were destroyed during fighting in April 2002 is now complete, according to UNRWA.

Peter Hansen, the Agency’s chief, handed over keys to most of the 435 families, whose homes have now been replaced, and he said that the rebuilding in Jenin has been the biggest humanitarian project in the occupied Palestinian territory since the conflict broke out four years ago.  He said he hoped that the fresh start for the Jenin camp will be accompanied by an improved situation for all Palestinians.

We have a press release from UNRWA available upstairs.

**Palestinian Elections
On the Palestinian elections, just an update on our efforts in assisting the Palestinian presidential ballots for next January.

On Saturday, we expect the UN Liaison and Support Unit to open its offices in Ramallah -- soon after a satellite office will open in Gaza.

The primary function of these offices will be to liaise with international observer groups, to ensure that they have access to all relevant information needed for them to work efficiently.

The offices will also promote liaison and collaboration among national and international observers.

And UN officers will act as an interface between the international observers and the Palestinian Central Electoral Commission, as well as with Israeli authorities.

**Afghanistan
Turning to Afghanistan, the UN Mission in that country said today that the northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif has now been fully disarmed.  More than 6,700 soldiers in the city have turned in their weapons, and the Mission says that nearly 29,000 military personnel have been disarmed throughout the country since October 2003.

The UN Mission expects the numbers to rise even more in the next few days, when another 1,000 soldiers from Kabul’s Tenth Division are scheduled to turn in their arms.  And we have more details in the briefing notes from the Mission upstairs.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
An update on recent developments in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The UN Mission in the DRC says it has located thousands of people who have fled the locality of Kanyabayonga, which has been the site of fighting between armed groups this week.

The Mission has sent a team to assess the residents’ aid needs, but is experiencing difficulty in reaching them from the south, and will now try to do so from the north.

**Kosovo
On Kosovo, out on the racks today is a letter from the Secretary-General to the President of the Security Council.  It contains a report by Ambassador Kai Eide of Norway, as well as the Secretary-General’s recommendations on how to move forward in the aftermath of last March’s violence.

The letter, among other things, recommends transferring further competencies to the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, implementing a stronger economic development policy, as well as initiating a more comprehensive dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade.

We have more information upstairs.

**World Court
On the World Court, yesterday in The Hague, the International Court of Justice unanimously ruled that it did not have jurisdiction to deal with the claims filed by Serbia and Montenegro concerning acts allegedly committed by NATO in Kosovo in 1999.  The Court found that Serbia and Montenegro was not a member of the United Nations or a State party to the International Court of Justice’s Statute at the time of the filing.

**WFP –- Azerbaijan
And finally, the World Food Programme (WFP) warned today that, because of a $10 million shortfall, food distribution to 140,000 Azerbaijanis displaced by the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict a decade ago, will come to a complete halt in January.

The three-year humanitarian operation started in January 2003, and 75 per cent of the beneficiaries are women and children.   And we have more information on that in a press release available upstairs.

That’s it from me, do you have any questions?

Yes, Edie?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Steph, in his meeting today with Secretary of State Powell, the Secretary-General said that some 6,000 Iraq personnel have been trained in the conduct of the election and over 130,000 have been identified to actually run the various polling stations.  Is it possible to tell us how much of that was the result of UN training; that is... (Interrupted)?

Associate Spokesman:  Yeah, sure.  What the UN electoral workers in Iraq did, as you know, is first to design a training programme for members of the Iraqi Electoral Commission.  We organized a programme for them in Mexico, if you recall, over the summer.  We then trained a large number of the permanent workers of the Commission.  Some of that training was done in Iraq.  A lot of it was done outside of Iraq, in neighbouring countries.  And we also did what we would call “cascade training”, where we train three trainers, who are then able to go back to Iraq and train other electoral workers.

So the training was based on a UN-devised plan even if all the trainers at every level were not, in fact, UN personnel.  Through the cascade training the United Nations-designed booklets and programmes ran the gamut. Yes, sir?

Question:  Sir, I’m from Al-Jazeera.  Today, in a phone interview with Al-Jazeera, one of the Hamas leaders, noting the development of the situation said Hamas might be targeting now Israelis outside of Israel.  Does this conflict with the situation you were reporting today?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I haven’t seen the remarks you are referring to.  But, obviously, the Secretary-General has condemned all violence in that sense, in the strongest possible terms.  And he has repeated often that the only way forward is a politically negotiated settlement.

Question:  But does this, at least, cast a sort of shadow on your work in your effort to... (Interrupted)?

Associate Spokesman:  I think we have to focus on the optimism that we did note both from the Israeli political side and the Palestinian political side.  I think the political transition in the Palestinian territory was done very smoothly and I think they need to be commended for that.  And that’s what we need to focus on.  Yes, Mohammad?

Question:  Two questions, Stéphane:  when are you opening your office in Israel, in Jerusalem?  This is my first question. And my second question is...(interrupted).

Associate Spokesman:  Regarding the elections?

Question:  Yes, Palestinian elections.  Will you have any press release giving the details of Mr. Annan and Ms. Rice’s meeting?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, the meeting is going on right now.  So we should have more information afterwards.  As to the voting in East Jerusalem, we’re not involved in that.  The Palestinians and Israelis agreed to implement, I think it was the 1996 accord, which devised a mechanism for East Jerusalem residents to vote in Palestinian elections.  So that was done directly between the Israelis and the Palestinians and we’re not involved in that.  Yes, Massoud?

Question:  As the election process began in Iraq, it’s been marked by all kinds of violence and killings, especially in Karbala the other day.  How confident is the United Nations, I know you have been saying that you have got nothing to do with it.  Is the United Nations making sure that this, or do you believe that the election process will move forward?  It will not be undermined by the violence which seems to be spreading?

Associate Spokesman:  Massoud, I think I’m going to avoid you taking our temperature every day on this.  I think Mr. Qazi spoke eloquently in the Council and he spoke to you a couple of days ago.  What he said to you stands.  We’re all working closely with the Iraqis on making sure these elections go forward.  And as far as we’re concerned, on the technical aspects, we’re on track, on a very tight calendar.

Question:  Stéphane, I hasten to point out that the situation in Iraq is changing every day.  That’s the reason for my concern.

Associate Spokesman:  I have nothing further to add than what Mr. Qazi said.

Question:  Regarding Haiti, did you receive the latest report from the Minister in Haiti? The problem we have since yesterday?

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, what I have on Haiti is that a group of former military troops have occupied the home of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide yesterday, reportedly with the intention of making it their headquarters to “provide security to the population”.  Today at 6 a.m., peacekeepers from the UN Mission in Haiti and the Haitian National Police surrounded the residence and the UN Mission is collaborating with the Haitian authorities to find a peaceful solution to that specific situation.  And negotiations for their removal continue.
Thank you very much.
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